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HAVING  now  escaped  from  the  operation  of  those  acci¬ 
dental  circumstances  which  occasioned  extraordinary  delay 
in  the  appearance  of  the  Annual  Register  for  1820,  and,  in 
some  degree,  of  that  for  1821,  we  are  at  length  able  to  ap¬ 
proximate  to  our  usual  period  of  publication,  and  to  give 
our  readers  an  assurance,  that,  for  the  future,  they  may  de¬ 
pend  on  a  continuance  of  that  regularity,  which  for  more 
than  half  a  century  distinguished  this  Work.  When  the  va¬ 
riety  and  importance  of  the  matter  comprised  in  the  annals 
of  1822,  is  considered,  we  hope  to  meet  with  some  praise,  at 
least  for  our  diligence ;  nor  will  it  be  found  that,  in  produc¬ 
ing  our  Volume  thus  early  in  the  year,  we  have  sought  the 
merit  of  expeditious  industry,  by  performing  our  task  in  a 
cursory,  or  superficial  manner.  Our  Historical  Department 
exceeds  its  usual  length,  in  consequence  of  the  variety  and 
importance  of  the  transactions  to  be  recorded.  Abroad,  the 
convulsions  of  the  Turkish  empire — the  changes  in  South 
America,  especially  in  the  Brazils — and,  above  all,  the  dis¬ 
tractions  of  Spain,  and  the  feverish,  perturbed  situation  of 
France,  are  topics  too  various  and  intricate  to  be  discussed 
in  a  few  pages.  At  home,  the  state  of  Ireland,  the  policy 
pursued  towards  it,  our  financial  operations,  and  the  im¬ 
provements  made  in  our  commercial  legislation,  extend  our 
domestic  annals  beyond  the  limits,  within  which  w  e  generally 
endeavour  to  comprise  them. 

Our  volume  appears  at  a  time,  when  those,  who  interest 
themselves  (and  what  Englishman  does  not  interest  himself?) 
in  the  fortunes  of  Europe,  will  find  in  it  much  that  w  ill  as¬ 
sist  them  in  their  speculations,  and  tend  to  extricate  them 
from  some  prevalent  errors.  Spain,  for  instance,  has  of  late 
engrossed  the  thoughts  of  all;  and  the  generality  of  men  are 
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surprised,  that  her  constitutional  system  should  be  in  danger 
of  crumbling1  into  dust  beneath  the  touch  of  France,  and 
that  a  nation,  which  struggled  with  convulsive  vigour  for  a 
despot  against  a  foreign  invader,  should  not  make  a  single 
effort  for  the  preservation  of  her  own  freedom.  They  do 
Spain  foul  wrong,  who  so  think  of  her.  She  would  not  tamely 
crouch,  if  she  had  any  thing  for  which  to  fight  ;  she  would 
boldly  lace  the  invader,  if  that  invader  marched  against 
aught  that  she  loved  or  reverenced.  But  when  a  country  is 
so  unfortunate,  as  to  have  to  choose  between  two  govern¬ 
ments,  both  execrably  bad  (and  worse  than  that  of  Ferdinand 
and  of  the  Cortes  of  Spain  never  existed,  at  least  in  modem 
Europe)  ;  where  the  option  is  only  between  two  tyrannies, 
differing  in  their  outward  form — a  one-headed  tyrant  here — a 
many-headed  tyrant  there  :  what  can  be  expected  but,  indif¬ 
ference  and  sluggishness  ? 

We  cannot  conceive  any  thing,  purporting  to  be  a  form  of 
civil  government,  more  thoroughly  bad,  than  the  constitu¬ 
tional  system  of  Spain.  It  was  an  aggregate  of  every  political 
absurdity.  It  rejected  all  distribution  and  balance  of  power, 
and  fancied  it  found  freedom  in  conferring  unlimited  autho¬ 
rity  on  a  single  assembly.  That  assembly,  though  it  assumed 
the  name  and  character  of  being  the  representative  of  the 
people,  had,  in  reality,  nothing  either  of  the  form  or  of  the 
essence  of  representative  government:  for  its  members  were 
appointed  in  a  manner  which  necessarily  annihilated  all  com¬ 
munity  of  feeling*  between  it  and  the  mass  of  the  people,  and 
reduced  government  to  be  a  mere  affair  of  cabal  and  intrigue, 
modified  at  one  time  by  military  violence,  or  at  another,'  by 
the  temporary  omnipotence  of  a  licentious  rabble.  To  con¬ 
centrate  all  power  in  a  single  body,  totally  exempt  from  check 
or  control — to  absorb  the  executive  in  the  legislative — to 
raise  the  military  into  a  co-ordinate,  independent  class,  with 
all  the  vices  both  of  soldiers  and  citizens,  and  without  the 
good  habits  and  qualities  of  either— -to  make  the  judicial 
authority  a  mere  name,  while  its  substance  was  transferred 
either  to  the  Cortes  or  to  military  tribunals— -to  annihilate 
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every  guarantee  of  the  property,  the  personal  l  iberty,  and  the 
life  of  individuals — except,  forsooth,  what  was  to  be  found  in 
the  immutable,  never-failing  justice,  moderation,  and  huma¬ 
nity  of  philosophers  who  could  do  any  thing  but  talk  sense, 
and  officers  who  could  do  any  thing  but  fight ; — these  were 
the  grand  characteristics  of  the  much-vaunted  constitution  of 
Spain.  It  was  a  system  which  could  not  possibly  endure ; 
it  contained  within  itself  the  seeds  of  successive  revolutions, 
which  would  lead  the  unhappy  people  through  different 
phases  of  anarchy,  or  through  the  hands  of  a  series  of 
tyrants,  according  as  accidental  circumstances  might  give 
the  impulse  in  the  one  direction  or  the  other.  It  was  all 
rottenness  and  imperfection.  “  From  the  sole  of  the  foot 
€ven  unto  the  head ,  there  was  no  soundness  in  it ,  hut  wounds , 
and  bruises  and  putrifying  sores .”  Is  it  wonderful,  then, 
that  the  secpiel  should  be  as  described  by  the  prophet : 
“  Your  country  is  desolate  ;  your  land ,  strangers  devour  it  in 
your  presence ,  and  it  is  desolate ,  as  overthrozm  by 
strangers 

Even  if  the  Spanish  constitution  had  been  in  itself  ab¬ 
stractedly  and  intrinsically  good,  it  was  nevertheless  relatively 
bad  :  because  it  was  not  suited  to,  nor  in  harmony  with,  nor 
influenced  by  the  spirit  and  prejudices  of  the  people.  Take 
one  example  of  this  important  truth.  The  confiscation  of 
church  property,  and  the  persecution  of  ecclesiastics  was  the 
first,  the  favourite  measure  of  the  constitutionalists — the  most 
conspicuous  corner-stone  in  their  system.  We  say  nothing 
of  the  justice,  or  the  humanity,  or  the  wisdom  of  this  course 
of  procedure;  for  why  should  revolutionary  patriotism,  in  its 
bacchanalian  triumph,  renounce  its  most  appropriate  prero¬ 
gative  of  trampling  underfoot  the  paltry  virtues  of  equity, 
prudence,  and  mercy?  But  the  will  of  the  nation  ought  to  be 
something  in  a  democracy.  Could,  then,  the  universal  rob¬ 
bery  of  the  church,  the  constant  oppression  of  its  ministers, 
emanate  from  the  national  sentiments  of  superstitious  and  re¬ 
ligious  Spain  ?  Could  these  be  the  chosen  employments — 
the  favourite  themes  of  a  people,  swayed  by  their  clergy  and 
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attached  to  their  faith  beyond  any  other  in  Europe?  This 
single  fact  is  alone  an  incontrovertible  proof  (though  multi- 
tudes  of  others  might  be  adduced),  that  the  government  of 
the  Cortes  was  in  no  respect  a  national  or  popular  govern¬ 
ment ;  it  was  merely  the  domination  of  caballing  intriguers, 
and  of — what  is  the  most  hateful  of  all  the  monsters  that 
afflict  civilized  society' — military  demagogues. 

The  Spanish  constitution — bad  in  itself,  and  worse  by  rea¬ 
son  of  its  incompatibility  with  the  habits  and  feelings  of  the 
people— was  rendered  still  more  intolerable  by  the  folly  and 
tyranny  with  which  it  was  administered.  The  legislation  of 
the  Cortes  during  the  last  three  years,  exhibits  a  greater 
number  of  laws  breathing  the  unmitigated  wanton  spirit 
of  absolute  power,  and  framed,  as  it  were,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  chasing  justice  from  the  earth,  than  any  equal 
period  (excluding  perhaps  the  reign  of  the  Jacobins 
in  France)  in  the  annals  of  despotism.  When  laws  are 
made  to  consecrate  injustice,  acts  of  particular  oppres¬ 
sion  must  abound  too  ;  and  though  the  number  of  those  who 
have  perished  on  the  scaffold  in  the  course  of  the  Spanish 
Revolution  is  not  very  great,  exile  and  imprisonment  have 
been  dealt  out  with  a  profuse  liberality.  What  tales  could 
not  Ivica  and  the  Canaries  tell  of  the  tender  mercies  of 
revolutionary  authorities  ?  There  is  scarcely  a  dungeon  in 
Spain,  which  could  not  afford  the  most  damning  proofs,  that 
democracy  has  her  Inquisition  not  less  terrible  than  that  of 
ecclesiastical  bigotry.  Arbitrary  exile  and  imprisonment 
are  doubtless  less  shocking  to  our  feelings,  than  arbitrary 
executions :  but  they  are  more  dangerous  to  the  happiness  of 
society,  because  they  are  more  likely  to  be  carried  to  an 
excess.  Man  recoils  from  blood.  The  veriest  tyrant  will 
not  aim  the  deadly  blow  at  the  head  of  his  victims,  unless 
urged  by  motives  of  mighty  influence :  his  hand  is  withheld 
by  pity,  by  the  anticipations  of  remorse,  by  reverence  for  the 
sentiments  of  mankind.  Rut  when  he  consigns  to  a  dungeon 
the  objects  of  his  suspicion,  or  transports  them  to  a  distant 
region,  he  has  little  check,  either  in  his  own  feelings  or  in 


those  of  others :  while  the  sufferers  pine  in  confinement,  or  in 
hopeless  separation  from  all  that  they  hold  dear,  the  author 
of  their  misery  seems  to  himself  to  have  done  nothing,  because 
what  he  has  done  may  be  undone,  and  the  attention  of 
the  world  is  scarcely  attracted  to  their  fate.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  little  purpose  to  tell  us,  that  the  Spanish  con¬ 
stitutionalists  have  perpetrated  few  murders :  tell  us,  rather, 
how  many  hundreds  and  thousands  they  have  banished  or 
imprisoned,  without  even  the  decent  ceremonial  of  a  trial* 

If  the  Spanish  constitution  should  now  be  destroyed,  we 
certainly  shall  not  mourn  over  its  fall ;  though  we  shall  re¬ 
gret,  that  French  invasion  should  have  been  the  immediate 
instrument  of  its  ruin.  The  French,  if  they  succeed,  will 
have  destroyed  that  which  was  eminently  worthy  of  destruc¬ 
tion  ;  but  they  will  erect  in  its  stead  what  will  neither  de¬ 
serve  nor  be  allowed  to  have  a  Ions:  existence.  Their  un- 
justifiable  interference  can  only  prolong  the  troubles  of 
Spain,  and  remove  to  a  greater  distance  the  period  of  her  set¬ 
tlement.  Unhappy  country!  that  hast  only  a  gloomy  tyranny, 
to  which  to  look  either  back  or  forward — that  canst  see  on 
all  sides  of  thee,  nothing  but  disorder  and  misrule,  with 
scarcely  a  chance  of  permanent  repose,  and  still  less  pros¬ 
pect  of  repose  under  a  mild  and  benignant  freedom — that 
hast  been  awaked  from  the  slumber  of  the  grave,  and  made 
to  endure  all  the  pangs  of  resuscitation,  merely  to  be  tortur¬ 
ed  anew,  and  to  undergo  once  more  the  agonies  of  death  ! 
O !  that  some  unexpected  turn  of  fortune,  some  auspicious 
course  of  events,  may  rescue  thee  from  the  fate  which  seems 
now  to  be  impending  over  thee,  and  bless  thee  with  what 
hitherto  thou  hast  never  possessed — a  temperate,  a  reason¬ 
able,  and  an  enlightened  government,  imbued  with  the  spirit 
of  genuine  liberty,  and  diffusing  security  and  happiness 
around. 

One  of  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  French  invasion  of 
Spain  is  likely  to  be,  that  it  may  delude  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  into  a  false  idea  of  its  own  strength.  Most  certainly, 
the  throne  of  the  Bourbons  still  totters  on  its  base.  The 
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annals  of  this  year  afford  incontestibie  p?oof  of  the  preva¬ 
lence  in  France  of  a  general  idea  of  the  weakness  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and,  in  affairs  of  state,  to  have  the  character  of 
being  weak  is  to  be  weak,  Nor  is  this  weakness  the  less 
real,  because  the  present  administration  seem  disposed  to 
strain  all  their  powers  to  the  uttermost,  in  crushing  the  germs 
of  liberty  among  their  own  countrymen,  as  well  as  in  re¬ 
establishing  antiquated  tyranny  among  their  neighbours. 

In  looking  round  upon  such  a  restless  and  unsettled  state 
of  the  world,  it  is  impossible  not  to  cling  with  more  ardent 
fondness  to  what  we  possess  at  home,  and  to  feel  grateful  to 
that  superintending  Providence,  which  has,  from  time  to  time, 
blessed  us  with  such  a  coincidence  of  fortunate  circumstances, 
as  have  enabled  us  alone  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to 
build  up  a  system  of  social  freedom,  which  seems  unattain¬ 
able  by  mere  art  or  wisdom  elsewhere.  The  speculatist  may 
analyse  liberty,  as  the  chemist  may  reduce  the  diamond  to 
its  constituent  charcoal ;  but  as  the  philosopher  endeavours 
in  vain,  by  all  the  resources  of  his  laboratory,  to  convert 
charcoal  into  the  most  precious  of  precious  stones,  so  poli¬ 
ticians,  when  they  set  about  constructing  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  a  practical  system  of  freedom,  always  fail  completely. 
Men  have  long  been  labouring,  in  various  parts  of  the  world* 
to  frame  institutions  which  shall  be  at  once  orderly, 
durable,  and  free  ;  yet  nowhere  have  they  succeeded  :  no¬ 
where  can  order,  permanence,  and  freedom  be  found,  except 
under  the  shadow  of  the  British  constitution,  and  of  the 
scions  that  have  been  transplanted  from  it  to  the  shores  of 
North  America. 


July  7th ,  1823. 
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THE  beginning  of  the  present 
year  was  marked  chiefly  by 
tbe  clamours  of  the  farmers  and 
land-owners.  Numerous  meetings 
were  beld  in  the  agricultural 
counties  and  districts,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  deploring  the  distress  of 
this  part  of  the  community,  and 
of  voting  addresses  to  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  calling  upon  it  to  apply  a 
remedy.  It  did  not  in  general 
Vol.  lxiv: 


occur  to  them,  that  there  would 
be  much  difficulty  in  finding  a  re¬ 
medy  ;  each  orator  had  a  variety 
of  prescriptions,  which,  when  pre¬ 
pared  and  administered  by  the 
hand  of  law,  could  not  fail  to  cure 
all  our  evils.  The  usual  nostrums 
were  lauded.  Foreign  corn  was 
to  be  excluded,  and  that  exclusion 
was  to  work  miracles ;  for  these 
politicians  were  ignorant,  that,  if 
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there  is  any  truth  in  official  docu¬ 
ments,  it  was  long,  since  any  thing 
but  the  produce  of  our  own  soil  had 
been  sold  in  our  markets.  The  re¬ 
duction  of  taxes — of  those,  more  es¬ 
pecially,  which  affected  agriculture 
directly — was  every  where  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  an  infallible  panacea ; 
though  there  is  certainly  no  small 
difficulty  in  perceiving,  how  the  re¬ 
moval  of  taxes  on  agriculture  can 
raise  the  price  of  agricultural  pro¬ 
duce.  These  measures,  however, 
were  paltry  and  insignificant,  when 
compared  with  three  topics,  which 
formed  the  darling  themes  of  the 
meetings  which  arrogantly  pre¬ 
sumed  to  speak  the  sense  of  the 
people  of  England.  These  three 
topics  were,  parliamentary  reform 
—the  abolition  of  tithes — and  a 
forcible  reduction  of  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt.  The  last  of 
these  was  spoken  of  with  a  com¬ 
placency,  and  listened  to  with  a 
toleration,  which  a  few  years  ago 
would  have  been  incredible.  Coun¬ 
try  gentlemen  of  moderate  politics 
and  of  consequence  in  their  own 
districts,  were  not  ashamed  to  al¬ 
lude  to  this  wild  and  wicked  dream 
of  rapine,  as  a  measure  which 
might  soon  turn  out  to  be  most 
necessary  and  most  prudent,  and 
to  hear  with  approving  silence,  or 
at  the  most  with  faint  and  hesitat¬ 
ing  dissent,  the  virulent  rhapsodies 
of  political  bigots  or  incendiaries, 
who  recommended  its  immediate 
adoption.  It  was  a  melancholy 
thing,  to  see  how  effectual  pecu¬ 
niary  embarrassments  had  been,  to 
delude  many  of  that  class,  in  whose 
soundness  of  principle  and  under¬ 
standing  England  had  long  reposed 
confidence,  into  a  forgetfulness  of 
justice  and  policy.  Beginning  to 
feel  the  temporary  pressure  of  dis¬ 
tress,  they  dared  to  raise  or  foster 
the  cry,  “  Plunder  all,  in  order 


that  we  may  live  more  at  our  ease/' 
If  they  were  insensible  to  the  ini¬ 
quity  of  such  a  project,  they  ought 
not  to  have  been  blind  to  its  dan¬ 
ger  ;  for  if  unfortunately  the  dif¬ 
ferent  classes  of  society  were  to  be 
arrayed  against  each  other,  the 
triumph  of  the  land-owners  was 
surely  far  from  being  a  certainty. 
Was  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the 
monied  interest,  so  numerous,  so  ac¬ 
tive,  so  accustomed  to  act  in  con¬ 
cert,  so  conversant  with  the  affairs 
of  the  world,  would  tamely  sub¬ 
mit  to  be  plundered?  If,  on  the 
one  side,  the  appeal  to  the  people 
was  to  be  —  “  deprive  the  fund- 
holder  of  his  property,  and  you  will 
be  freed  from  more  than  half  your 
taxes was  there  no  danger  that 
the  language  on  the  other  side 
might  be — “  strip  the  landholders 
of  the  estates  which  they  have  in 
truth  mortgaged  to  us ;  and  you 
shall  have,  not  only  fewer  taxes 
to  pay,  but  farms  of  your  own  to 
live  upon/’  Then,  on  which  side 
would  the  bribe  have  been  most 
effectual?  On  which  would  the 
greatest  mass  of  force  have  been 
assembled  ?  Justice,  essentially 
and  in  the  abstract  adverse  to  both, 
would  have  been  relatively  with 
those,  who,  being  originally  the  as¬ 
sailed  and  not  the  assailants,  were 
driven  to  violate  her  rules  only  as  a 
defence  against  aggression. 

It  was  most  fortunate  for  the 
country,  and  most  creditable  to 
our  nobility,  that,  although  many 
of  our  country  gentlemen  (more 
especially  of  the  secondary  class) 
were  seduced  by  circumstances 
into  notions  quite  irreconcileable 
with  justice,  our  high  aristocracy 
remained  true  to  old  English 
maxims.  The  representatives  of 
all  our  great  families,  whether  mi¬ 
nisterial  or  anti-ministerial,  with 
scarcely  a  single  exception,  opposed 


and  reprobated  every  proposal 
tending  to  recommend  a  breach  of 
faith  with  the  public  creditor  ;  and 
their  unanimity  and  firm  adher¬ 
ence  to  sound  principles  tended, 
no  doubt,  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  pernicious  doctrines  with  re¬ 
spect  to  national  bankruptcy,  which 
were  beginning  to  have  some  cur¬ 
rency.  The  country  had  here  a 
new  instance,  in  addition  to  many 
which  it  had  before,  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  a  dignified  and 
opulent  peerage  like  ours. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  from 
the  clamorous  outcries  made  at 
public  meetings,  in  the  beginning 
and  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  present  year,  that  the  prospe¬ 
rity  of  the  country  was  on  the 
wane.  All  our  manufactures, 
and  more  especially  those  of  cotton 
and  woollen,  were  in  an  active  and 
flourishing  state;  the  workmen 
had  abundance  of  employment  and 
were  liberally  paid.  Trade  was 
increasing,  and  its  profits  were 
steady  and  uniform.  The  rate  of 
these  profits  was  indeed  less  than 
in  past  times  ;  but  this  was  the  ef¬ 
fect  and  the  sign,  not  of  public 
distress,  but  of  public  prosperity  ; 
for  an  augmented  accumulation  of 
capital  must  tend  to  produce  a 
lower  rate  of  profit.  All  classes 
of  people  could  purchase  the  ne¬ 
cessaries  of  life  at  a  more  moderate 
price,  than  had  been  known  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  These,  surely, 
were  elements  of  no  slight  im¬ 
portance  in  the  composition  of  a 
state  of  national  prosperity. 

Even  with  respect  to  agricul¬ 
tural  distress,  there  was  much  fal¬ 
lacy  in  the  current  statements. 
There  were  many  districts  of  the 
kingdom,  in  which  the  distress  did 
not  exist  to  any  considerable  ex¬ 
tent.  This  was  the  case  with  a 
great  part  of  Yorkshire,  and  indeed 


with  the  northern  counties  in  ge¬ 
neral.  In  no  quarter  of  the  island 
were  any  visible  traces  of  the  de¬ 
cay  of  agriculture  to  he  found — no 
proofs,  either  that  a  less  quantity 
of  land  was  in  cultivation,  or  that 
the  general  produce  of  the  country 
was  diminished.  In  consequence, 
indeed,  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  money  value  of 
agricultural  produce,  a  great  part  of 
the  capital,  which  had  been  invested 
during  the  war  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  land,  was,  in  effect,  lost ; 
because  it  would  no  longer  afford 
a  money  return  adequate  to 
its  amount  at  the  time  of  its 
original  investment.  Cultivators 
of  the  ground,  who  had  so  invested 
their  capital,  were,  in  truth,  un¬ 
lucky  speculators ;  they  were  pre¬ 
cisely  in  the  same  situation,  as  if 
they  had  laid  out  their  money  in 
the  purchase  of  a  large  quantity  of 
cotton,  and  that  article  had  fallen 
greatly  and  permanently  in  price, 
before  they  had  disposed  of  any 
considerable  part  of  their  stock. 
The  necessary  effect  was,  that 
farmers,  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  upon  themselves  as  rich 
men,  now  found  themselves  com¬ 
paratively  poor,  and  were,  there¬ 
fore,  naturally  enough,  clamorous. 
To  add  to  their  impoverishment, 
rents  had  not  been  lowered,  till 
long  after  the  fall  in  the  money 
value  of  agricultural  produce ;  so 
that  part  of  the  remaining  capital 
of  the  cultivator  had  been,  during 
several  years,  extorted  from  him  by 
his  landlord  in  the  shape  of  an  ex¬ 
travagant  rent  adjusted  to  the 
scale  of  the  war  price  of  corn. 
While  the  funds  of  the  farmer  were 
thus  reduced,  he  was  probably  ha¬ 
rassed  by  pecuniary  engagements, 
entered  into  in  the  time  of  his 
more  prosperous  operations ;  for 
the  interest  and  principal  of  any 
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debts;  which  be  had  contracted  re¬ 
mained  undiminished,  though  his 
means  of  payment  were  so  greatly 
impaired. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
change  in  the  situation  of  the 
farmers,  and  for  some  time  after¬ 
wards,  the  landlords  suffered  com¬ 
paratively  little;  but  the  distress 
had  now  reached  them,  and  they 
felt  it  in  its  whole  extent ;  not 
that  any  new  causes  of  evil  had 
sprung  up,  but  merely  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  continued  operation 
of  the  causes,  that  had  been  all 
along  at  work.  They  had  been  at 
length  compelled  to  lower  their 
rents  generally  and  greatly.  This 
alteration,  which,  being  an  appa¬ 
rent  diminution  of  wealth,  could 
be  pleasing  to  none,  was  a  severe 
hardship  upon  all  whose  estates 
were  encumbered  with  heavy 
money  charges.  Mortgages,  join¬ 
tures,  portions  for  younger  chil¬ 
dren  remained  unaltered  in  their 
amount ;  and  it  was  no  easy  mat¬ 
ter  to  discharge  either  the  prin¬ 
cipal  or  the  interest  of  them,  when 
the  rental  of  the  estate,  out  of 
which  they  were  to  be  satisfied, 
was  reduced  by  a  third,  or  a  half. 
Even  this  reduced  rent,  was,  per¬ 
haps,  not  obtained  without  much 
difficulty,  and  was  frequently 
altogether  lost ;  for  tenants  were 
in  a  state  of  insolvency ;  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  farmers  was  gone  :  and, 
overwhelmed  with  debt,  they  had 
not  the  means  of  cultivating  the 
land  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner. 

Such  was  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  agricultural  distress  com¬ 
plained  of ;  the  great  change  in 
the  money  value  of  agricultural 
produce  had  ruined  or  impoverished 
the  existing  race  of  cultivators, 
and  had  involved  in  embarrass¬ 
ments  all  wrho  were  loaded  with 


pecuniary  engagements,  and  had 
no  other  fund,  except  the  income 
of '  land,  out  of  which  to  satisfy 
these  engagements.  The  evil  was 
clearly  out  of  the  reach  of  legisla¬ 
tive  remedies.  No  law  could  give 
back  to  the  insolvent  farmer  the 
money  invested  by  him  in  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  land,  when  all  produce 
bore  a  high  price.  No  law  could 
enable  the  landlord  to  obtain  the 
same  rent  while  corn  was  cheap, 
which  he  had  gotten  when  corn 
was  permanently  dear ;  no  law 
could  enable  the  country  gentle¬ 
man  to  pay  the  interest  of  his 
mortgages,  the  jointure  of  his  pre¬ 
decessor’s  widow,  the  portions  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  out  of  an 
income  of  three  thousand  a  year, 
as  easily  as  out  of  one  of  five 
thousand.  But,  though  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  the  farmers  and  of  many 
landholders,  were  unquestionably 
severe,  and  though  they  were  such 
as  could  not  be  remedied  by  legis¬ 
lative  enactments  ;  yet,  the  pecu¬ 
niary  embarrassments  of  these 
classes  were  no  proof  of  general 
distress,  or  of  any  retardation  in 
the  progress  of  national  prosperity. 

The  clamours  of  the  country 
gentlemen  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  had,  probably,  a  great 
influence  in  determining;  the  mi- 
nisters  to  form  an  union  with  the 
Grenville  party.  The  marquis  of 
Buckingham  was  elevated  to  the 
dignity  of  a  duke ;  Mr.  C.  Wynne 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
board  of  Control ;  and  another  of 
the  family,  Mr.  H.  Wynne,  was 
named  envoy  to  the  Swiss  cantons, 
with  appointments  to  the  amount 
of  about  4,000/.  a  year.  This  union 
excited,  as  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  loud  clamour  among  the 
whigs.  The  acceptance  of  place 
by  men,  who  had  so  often  been 
found  voting  in  the  Opposition  mi- 
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nori ties,  was  deemed  a  nefarious 
barter  of  principle  for  emolument 
and  power.  Unless,  however,  it 
be  laid  down  as  an  axiom,  that 
they,  who  have  at  one  time  voted 
against  ministers,  must  do  so  al¬ 
ways,  there  seems  to  be  no  ground 
for  throwing  any  blame  on  the 
Grenville  connection  for  their  con¬ 
duct  on  this  occasion.  They  had 
never  been  friends  to  the  increase 
of  popular  influence  ;  and,  when 
they  differed  from  the  ministers, 
it  was  not  so  much  on  questions  of 
principle,  as  on  the  expediency  of 
particular  measures.  Lord  Liver¬ 
pool  and  his  associates  were  pursu¬ 
ing  a  calm  and  temperate  system 
of  policy,  the  objects  of  which 
were,  to  preserve  peace  abroad,  and 
tranquillity  at  home,  and  to  give 
the  industry  of  the  country  full 
scope  for  its  exertion.  In  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  public  expenditure, 
they  had  done  as  much  as  could  be 
reasonably  expected  or  perhaps 
prudently  effected.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  broad,  intelligible 
ground,  on  which  the  Grenvilles 
could  place  themselves  in  regular 
array  against  the  ministers.  On 
the  other  hand,  principles  of  a 
most  dangerous  tendency  were 
openly  preached  throughout  the 
country,  and  countenanced  by  too 
many  members  of  the  Opposition. 
The  sanctity  of  public  faith  was 
derided  as  a  foolish  delicacy  ;  the 
inviolable  rights  of  property  were 
spoken  of  lightly,  or  talked  of  as 
entitled  to  respect  only  in  reference 
to  land.  The  Grenvilles  had  al¬ 
ways  been  most  hostile  to  such 
principles,  and  they  could  in  no 
way  so  effectually  oppose  them,  as 
by  making  common  cause  with  the 
government.  The  Grenvilles  had 
no  one  great  principle  in  common 
with  the  mass  t)f  the  Opposition ; 
on  no  one  great  principle  was 
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there  any  difference?  between  them 
and  the  ministers  ;  the  differences 
of  opinion,  that  had  existed  between 
them  and  the  government,  related 
only  to  matters  of  detail  and  of 
minute  arrangement. 

They  might,  no  doubt,  have 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  ministers, 
without  any  personal  participation 
in  honours  or  emoluments.  There 
is,  however,  a  great  difference  in 
practical  effect,  between  coalescing 
completely  with  an  administration, 
and  giving  it  a  voluntary  and  in¬ 
dependent,  though  continued,  sup¬ 
port.  Whatever  influence  a  party 
may  possess,  it  is  only  by  identify¬ 
ing  themselves  with  the  ministry, 
that  they  can  give  the  government 
the  full  benefit  of  it.  If  the 
Grenvilles,  without  accepting 
place,  had  merely  voted  with  the 
ministers,  they  would  not  have 
afforded  the  ministry  that  effectual 
aid  which  it  was  their  wish  to 
give ;  nor  would  the  ministers 
have  been  altogether  satisfied  with 
so  partial  and  imperfect  a  support. 
The  very  refusal  to  take  office 
would  have  been  interpreted  into  a 
declaration  of  unwillingness  to 
make  common  cause  with  those 
who  had  the  reins  of  power  in 
their  hands.  In  such  circumstances, 
there  can  be  no  union  of  parties 
without  an  acceptance  of  office : 
that  acceptance  operates  as  a  com¬ 
plete  amalgamation  of  political  in¬ 
terests — as  a  solemn  declaration  of 
coincidence  of  sentiments  on  all 
great  questions  of  policy — as  a 
pledge  to  forget,  in  this  general 
coincidence,  any  little  points  of 
difference,  and  to  co-operate  with 
each  other  in  matters  of  subordi¬ 
nate  importance,  even  where  a 
complete  unanimity  of  opinion 
may  not  exist. 

The  gain  to  the  ministers  by 
this  accession  of  force  was  not  very 
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considerable.  They  ensured  a  few 
additional  votes  in  the  House  of 
Commons :  and  they  acquired  a 
negative  species  of  strength  by 
thinning  the  ranks  of  their  adver¬ 
saries,  and  depriving  them  of  the 
lustre  of  the  name  of  a  great 
family,  and  of  the  weight  which 
such  a  name,  when  opposed  to  the 
crown,  always  carries  with  it. 
The  loss  to  the  Opposition  was  pro¬ 
bably  greater,  than  the  gain  to  the 
Ministry.  The  two  most  impor¬ 
tant  advantages  of  an  union  of 
parties  are,  the  enlisting  of  new 
talents  in  the  service  of  the  state, 
and  the  acquisition  of  a  fresh  hold 
over  public  opinion.  On  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion,  the  government 
gained  neither  of  these  benefits. 
Lord  Grenville  had  retired  from 
public  life ;  and  no  other  member 
of  his  small  party  had  such  talents 
either  for  oratory  or  for  business, 
as  to  make  his  assistance  intrinsi¬ 
cally  of  much  value.  The  Gren¬ 
villes  had  never  been  popular : 
having  little  credit  themselves 
with  the  country,  they  could  not 
increase  the  influence  of  ministers 
over  the  public  mind. 

Another  change,  which  took 
place  in  the  ministry  in  the  month 
of  January,  was  the  retirement  of 
lord  Sidmouth  from  active  em¬ 
ployment  ;  who,  retaining  his  seat 
in  the  cabinet,  was  succeeded  in 
his  office  of  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department  by  Mr. 
Teel.  He  was  accompanied  in 
his  retreat  by  the  esteem  of  all 
who  reverenced  private  worth  for 
its  own  sake,  or  who  valued  it  as  a 
pledge  of  public  virtue.  He  was 
disliked  by  none,  but  those  who 
disliked  the  institutions  of  their 
country  —  undervalued  by  none, 
but  those  who  thought,  that  a 
flashy,  verbose,  gaudy  eloquence, 
includes  all  merit,  and  that,  unac¬ 


companied  by  it,  no  sound  talent, 
no  capacity  for  business  can  exist. 
His  office  was  one  which  involved 
duties  often  painful  to  the  feelings, 
as  well  as  fatiguing  to  the  under¬ 
standing  ;  and  he  had  filled  it 
during  times  more  than  usually 
critical.  Prudence,  circumspection, 
indefatigable  industry,  and  a  most 
minute  attention  to  the  matters 
that  came  within  his  department, 
distinguished  his  official  career. 

His  secession  from  office  seems 
to  have  been  altogether  voluntary. 
His  increasing  age  would  naturally 
make  him  wish  to  retire  from  a 
most  laborious  situation,  which 
was  attended  with  a  constant  and 
heavy  responsibility ;  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  would  not  be  averse  to  a 
step,  which  was  attended  with  no 
inconvenience  to  them.  Lord  Lon¬ 
donderry  was  in  great  want  of 
official  aid  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  ;  there  he  was  the  sole  Atlas 
of  the  state :  on  his  shoulders,  al¬ 
most  exclusively,  lay  the  burden  of 
giving  explanations,  answering 
questions,  and  repelling  attacks, 
with  respect  to  the  affairs  of  the 
home  department  as  well  as  to 
those  of  the  foreign.  The  retreat 
of  lord  Sidmouth  would  make 
room  for  the  promotion  of  Mr. 
Peel,  who  would  prove  an  effective 
co-operator  with  lord  Londonderry 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
would  relieve  his  lordship  from 
some  part  of  that  mass  of  multifa¬ 
rious  business,  by  which  his  atten¬ 
tion  was  distracted. 

Mr.  Peel’s  political  predilections, 
sympathies,  principles,  and  preju¬ 
dices,  were  very  much  the  same 
with  those  of  lord  Sidmouth;  so 
that  the  substitution  of  the  one  for 
the  other  could  have  no  effect  in 
the  course  of  administration. 

The  change  which  took  place  in 
the  hands  to  which  the  adminis* 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


Iration  of  Ireland  was  confided, 
was  of  much  greater  importance. 
The  appointment  of  lord  Wellesley 
to  he  lord  lieutenant  of  that  part 
of  the  empire,  was  regarded  as  the 
commencement  of  a  new  system  of 
government,  and  this  presage  was 
strengthened  by  the  removal  of 
Saurin,  the  able  and  vehement 
friend  of  protestant  ascendancy, 
from  the  high  situation  of  attorney 
general,  in  order  to  make  way  for 
the  advancement  of  his  rival 
Plunkett,  who,  embracing  both 
Catholics  and  Protestants  in  his 
impartial  philanthropy,  sought,  or 
pretended  to  seek,  to  confer  politi¬ 
cal  power  on  the  Catholics,  as  a 
sure  mode  of  strengthening  the 
established  Protestant  church. 
Under  these  new  auspices,  it  was 
supposed,  every  ebullition  of  that 
spirit,  which  exulted  in  the  depres¬ 
sion  of  the  Catholics,  would  be  dis¬ 
couraged  ;  the  zeal  of  the  Orange 
party  would  be  repressed ;  the 
affections  of  the  Catholics  would 
be  conciliated ;  and  from  the  vigor¬ 
ous  measures,  which  the  energy  of 
lord  Wellesley’s  character  would 
lead  him  to  adopt,  coupled  with 
his  freedom  from  anti-catholic  pre¬ 
judices,  his  administration,  it  was 
hoped,  would  prove  an  epoch, 
from  which  Ireland  might  date  an 
sera  of  internal  union  and  tran¬ 
quillity. 

These  expectations,  so  far  as 
they  counted  upon  what  might  be 
effected  by  talent  and  firmness, 
were  not  unreasonable  ;  but  so  far 
as  they  depended  upon  the  conci¬ 
liating  influence  of  the  inclinations 
of  the  new  rulers  of  Ireland  to 
favour  the  Catholics,  they  were  a 
tottering  structure  raised  upon  the 
sand.  The  executive  authority  of 
Ireland  was  now  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  known  to  be  friendly 
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to  the  policy  of  conferring  political 
power  on  the  Catholics ;  and  if  it 
had  been  the  intention  of  the 
cabinet  to  carry  that  policy  into 
effect,  these  men  would  no  doubt 
have  been  the  proper  persons  to 
employ.  But  no  such  intention 
existed  in  the  cabinet:  the  Catholics 
were  to  continue  excluded  from  all 
that  was  then  closed  against  them. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  re¬ 
moval  of  those,  who,  like  Saurin, 
were  adverse  to  their  claims — the 
elevation  to  high  place  of  those, 
who,  like  Wellesley  and  Plunkett, 
were  their  advocates  and  patrons, 
could  not  soothe  the  jealous  spirit  of 
two  adverse  factions ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  hopes  of  the  one  being 
excited  and  the  fears  of  the  other, 
both  would  be  thrown  into  a  state 
of  more  violent  fermentation  than 
before.  Lord  Wellesley  might, 
and  did  discourage  Orange  toasts 
and  ceremonies  :  but  what  did  that 
avail  ?  While  the  laws  of  the  land 
conferred  political  ascendancy  on 
the  Protestants,  it  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  fruitless  to  attempt 
to  restrain  them  from  the  joyous 
and  ostentatious  celebration  of  their 
triumph.  They  could  not  want 
the  power  to  do  so,  while  they  had 
the  inclination ;  and  the  inclination 
was  not  likely  to  be  lessened  by 
the  interference  of  the  supreme 
power  to  check  it.  Such  interfer¬ 
ence  could  tend  only  to  teach  them 
to  ascribe  more  importance  to  the 
observances  which  were  thus  dis¬ 
couraged,  and  to  make  them  assert 
their  superiority  more  loudly  and 
in  a  manner  more  galling  to  those 
who  were  beneath  them. 

Lord  Wellesley  held  his  first 
levee  at  the  castle  of  Dublin,  on 
the  8th  of  January ;  when  two  ad¬ 
dresses  of  congratulation  were  pre¬ 
sented  to  him  from  the  Catholics  j 
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one  from  the  Catholic  archbishops 
and  bishops;  the  other  from  the 
Catholic  laity. 

The  corporation  of  Dublin  de¬ 
clared  their  feelings  plainly  enough, 
by  an  address  of  affectionate  con¬ 
dolence,  which  they  presented  to 
Mr.  Saurin,  on  his  unexpected  re¬ 
moval  from  the  high  office,  that 
had  been  so  long  filled  by  him 
with  the  most  distinguished  ability. 
On  another  occasion,  too,  they 
gave  a  very  clear  proof,  that  they 
were  not  inclined  to  concur  in  the 
sentiments  of  their  new  rulers. 
On  the  14th  of  January,  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  set  an  example 
for  the  introduction  of  Roman 
Catholics  into  corporations.  For 
that  purpose,  at  the  quarterly 
guild  of  the  merchants  of  Dublin, 
a  proposal  was  brought  forward  for 
the  admission  of  Catholic  freemen 
into  their  number.  The  question 
was  put  upon  the  petition  of  a  Mr. 
Hugh  O’Connor,  praying  to  he  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  guild  by  grace 
special.  It  was  rejected  by  a  ma¬ 
jority.  A  ballot  was  then  de¬ 
manded  ;  and  the  demand  was 
supported,  among  others,  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  Mr.  Hely  Hutchinson, 
and  lord  Cloncurry.  The  oppo¬ 
nents  of  it,  among  wrhom  was  Mr. 
Ellis,  moved  an  amendment,  that 
the  question  should  be  adjourned 
sine  die .  A  ballot  took  place  upon 
the  amendment;  when  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  adjournment,  180; 
against  it,  59,  The  Orange  party, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  ex¬ 
ulted  not  a  little  in  their  trium¬ 
phant  majority  of  121,  which  had 
been  called  forth  into  action  by 
this  premature  attempt  to  promote 
the  work  of  conciliation. 

A  short  time  after  this  event, 
the  committee,  who  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  arrange  a  grand  conci¬ 


liation  dinner  in  commemoration 
of  his  majesty’s  visit  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  were  compelled  to 
relinquish  publicly  their  trust,  from 
the  impossibility  which  they  expe¬ 
rienced  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 

If  the  presence  of  the  marquis 
Wellesley  was  ineffectual  to  allay 
the  heart-burnings  and  jealousies 
which  raged  between  the  upper 
classes  in  Ireland,  it  was  equally 
inadequate  to  the  suppression  of 
those  outrages,  which  made  a  great 
part  of  the  island  a  tempestuous 
scene  of  violence,  iniquity,  and 
disorder.  Atrocious  deeds,  similar 
to  those  wdiich  disgraced  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  preceding  year,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  daily  and  nightly 
perpetrated.  In  vain  had  the  mi-  > 
litary  force  been  augmented  in  the 
disturbed  districts;  in  vain  had 
the  judges  and  ministers  of  the 
law  performed  their  functions  with 
stern  severity ;  in  vain  had  many 
of  the  deluded  wretches  atoned 
on  the  scaffold  for  their  crimes. 
The  country  was  still  in  the  same 
insecure  and  unquiet  state ;  the 
outrages,  instead  of  ceasing,  were 
multiplied  in  number,  and  became 
more  audacious  in  their  character. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  Munster  was 
in  a  situation  into  which  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  a  civilized 
country  could  fall,  that  was  not 
afflicted  by  foreign  invasion,  or 
had  not  been  the  seat  of  a  pro¬ 
tracted  civil  war. 

The  proceedings  in  the  county 
of  Cork  show,*  most  clearly,  the 


*  On  so  important  a  topic  as  that 
of  the  Irish  disturbances,  and  one  with 
which  party-spirit  generally  mixes  up 
much  falsehood,  we  have  followed 
only  lord  Wellesley’s  official  dispatches 
to  {he  Secretary  of  State  for  the  home 
department. 
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nature  and  magnitude  of  the  evils 
which  now  afflicted  Ireland.  One 
of  the  first  official  documents,  which 
came  under  the  eye  of  the  new  lord- 
lieutenant,  was  a  memorial  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  by  twenty-eight 
magistrates  of  the  southern  part 
of  that  county.  “  The  progress/’ 
say  they  in  that  memorial,  “  of 
this  diabolical  system  of  outrage 
during  the  last  month  has  been 
most  rapid  and  alarming ;  and  we 
regret  to  say,  that  we  have  been 
obliged,  from  want  of  adequate 
assistance,  to  remain  almost  passive 
spectators  of  its  daring  advances, 
until  at  length  many  have  been 
obliged  to  convert  their  habita¬ 
tions  into  garrisons,  and  others 
have  sought  security  in  the  towns. 

“We  know  that  nightly  meetings 
are  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
district,  which  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  disperse,  and,  if  possible, 
to  bring  those  concerned  in  them 
to  justice ;  and  we  are  most  wil¬ 
ling  to  do  our  duty  if  we  had  the 
means,  but  we  are  utterly  destitute 
of  any  force  adequate  to  such  an 
undertaking.  We  cannot  expect 
individuals  to  leave  their  houses 
and  families  exposed,  while  they 
go  out  with  patroling  parties,  and 
even  if  they  could,  for  one  or  two 
nights,  engage  in  such  duty,  they 
could  not  continue  it ;  it  would  be 
beyond  their  physical  strength, 
and  incompatible  with  their  other 
avocations. 

“  Froi.r  Clonakilty,  where  there 
is  a  yeomanry  corps  on  duty,  to 
Skibbereen,  where  there  is  a  subal¬ 
tern  and  sixteen  men  of  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  a  distance  of  16  miles, 
with  a  crowded  population,  there 
are  about  six  police  men.  From 
Skibbereen  to  Crookhaven,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  24  miles,  equally  popu¬ 
lous,  there  may  be  perhaps  eight 
police  jnen  —  an  establishment 


wholly  inadequate  to  the  ordinary 
duties  of  civil  constables,  much 
less  to  the  suppression  of  formida¬ 
ble  insurrection.  In  fact,  the 
whole  district  may  be  said  to  be  in 
a  defenceless  state.” 

There  would  be  no  end  to  an 
enumeration  of  the  various  out¬ 
rages  that  were  committed  in  the 
month  of  January;  a  few  speci¬ 
mens  must  suffice.  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Bantry,  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Mellifont  was  attacked  by 
a  body  of  men,  some  hundreds  in 
number,  all  armed  and  mounted 
on  horseback.  They  were  pur¬ 
sued,  but  without  effect,  upwards 
of  fourteen  miles ;  an  indubitable 
proof  that  they  had  been  brought 
together  from  a  great  distance  by 
a  regularly  connected  system.  On 
the  8th  of  January,  the  house  of 
Dr.  Townsend,  at  Kihnaraird  was 
entered  by  a  large  party  with  their 
faces  blackened,  who,  after  search¬ 
ing  in  vain  for  arms,  robbed  the 
house  and  beat  the  owner.  Two 
nights  afterwards,  some  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  having  come  up  with  a  party 
of  the  White-bovs,  at  Anverstown 
(a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from. 
Dr.  Townsend’s),  one  of  the  mis¬ 
creants  was  shot,  and  on  his 
person  were  found  various  articles, 
the  property  of  Dr.  Townsend. 
The  man  himself  lived  thirty 
miles  from  the  place  where  he  met 
his  fate.  Facts  like  these  could 
not  be  isolated  events,  springing 
from  individual  poverty  or  distress ; 
they  must  have  been  the  result  of 
a  concerted  system  of  action. 

Such  was  the  audacity  of  the 
White-boys,  that  they  did  not  fear 
to  oppose  force  to  force.  On  the 
11th  of  January  a  report  reached 
lord  Bantry,  that  nearly  five  hun¬ 
dred  men,  mounted  and  partly 
armed,  had  attacked  some  houses  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  robbed 
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them  of  arms.  His  lordship,  with 
five  other  gentlemen,  immediately 
collected  a  force,  and  proceeded  in 
pursuit  of  the  offenders.  They 
came  up  with  them,  but  imme¬ 
diately  received  a  volley  from  the 
White-boys,  who  showed  such  an 
undaunted  countenance,  that  his 
lordship’s  party  was  compelled  to 
retreat,  and  was,  in  its  turn,  pur¬ 
sued. 

Notices  were  everywhere  affixed 
threatening  vengeance  against  all 
who  distrained  for  rent  or  tithes, 
or  who  purchased  what  was  dis¬ 
trained.  These  threats  were  very 
punctually  carried  into  effect. 

In  some  parts,  the  acts  of  out¬ 
rage  were  directed  exclusively 
against  Protestants.  In  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Bandon,  for  example, 
several  families  of  that  persuasion 
were  obliged  to  quit  their  habita¬ 
tions  in  the  country  and  to  take 
refuge  in  the  town. 

Towards  the  middle  of  January, 
notwithstanding  the  incessant  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  magistrates  and  the 
military,  the  spirit  of  insubordina¬ 
tion  rose  to  a  still  more  alarming 
height.  Not  a  night  passed,  on 
which  illegal  meetings  were  not 
held;  on  which  scores  of  houses 
were  not  broken  into,  and  were 
then  always  robbed  of  arms,  and 
most  frequently  subjected  to  indis¬ 
criminate  plunder.  The  offenders 
generally  assembled  in  large  bo¬ 
dies,  and  then  separating  into 
smaller  parties,  made  simultaneous 
attacks  on  various  houses.  They 
were  often  bold  enough  to  com¬ 
mence  operations  as  early  as  6  or 
7  in  the  evening;  and  that,  too,  in 
situations,  which  might  have  been 
supposed  to  have  afforded  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  householders.  It  was 
seldom  that  the  soldiers  could  dis¬ 
cover  the  marauders,  or  arrive  in 
time  enough  to  prevent  or  revenge 


their  outrages.  The  caution  and 
activity  of  the  White-boys,  added 
to  their  care  in  avoiding  the  public 
roads,  and  to  their  knowledge  of 
the  country,  enabled  them,  for  the 
most  part,  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  the  military  patroles,  and, 
though  large  rewards  were  offer¬ 
ed,  the  magistrates  everywhere 
complained  of  the  difficulty  of  ob¬ 
taining  information. 

In  consequence  of  the  before- 
mentioned  memorial  of  the  magis¬ 
tracy  a  military  force  had  been  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Macroom  and  at  Bandon, 
and  orders  had  been  given  to  move 
the  whole  of  the  22d  regiment 
into  that  district.  The  necessity 
and  the  inefficiency  of  the  precau¬ 
tions  were  alike  evinced  by  an  en¬ 
gagement  which  took  place  on  the 
21st  of  January,  between  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  hilly  district  be¬ 
tween  Bantry  and  Macroom,  and 
the  civil  power,  aided  by  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  39th  regiment.  On 
the  preceding  evening,  lord  Bantry 
had  sent  to  major  Carthew,  to 
require  the  assistance  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  in  apprehending  of  some 
persons  charged  with  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  disturbances.  The 
major  came  with  fourteen  soldiers, 
and  the  whole  force  assembled,  in¬ 
cluding  the  constables  and  te¬ 
nantry,  amounted  to  fifty-five  men. 
At  5  o’clock  in  the  morning  they 
marched  from  Bantry,  and,  about 
8  o’clock,  having  advanced  about 
10  or  12  miles,  they  arrived  at  a 
glen  on  the  road  to  Macroom. 
This  glen  forms  a  very  strong 
pass ;  and  lord  Bantry,  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mounted  gentlemen,  having 
been  attacked  in  it  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore,  had  with  difficulty  made  good 
his  retreat.  Major  Carthew, 
therefore,  posted  his  small  force  of 
1 4  soldiers  upon  the  heights  at  the 
entrance,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 


I 


HISTORY  OF  EUROP: 


ing  those  in  the  glen  from  being  as¬ 
sailed  in  their  retreat  with  stones, 
from  the  immensely  high  cliffs 
which  inclosed  it.  Lord  Ban  try, 
then,  accompanied  by  35  mounted 
gentlemen,  proceeded  through  the 
glen  towards  Inchegeelali.  Scarcely 
had  they  entered,  when  shouts 
were  raised,  and  horns  and  bugle 
horns  were  heard  sounding;  and 
men,  appearing  in  every  direction, 
fired  on  lord  Bantry’s  party,  who, 
judging  the  distance  too  great  to 
use  their  arms  with  effect,  did  not 
return  the  fire.  One  man,  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  them  with  a  pike 
in  his  hand,  asked  if  they  were  not 
captain  Rock’s  men.  He  was  made 
a  prisoner.  Lord  Bantry  conti¬ 
nued  to  advance,  but,  not  having 
found  the  persons  at  home,  whom 
lie  had  gone  in  quest  of,  he  began 
his  retreat.  No  sooner  was  this 
perceived,  than  a  systematic  attack 
upon  him  was  prepared,  for  the 
purpose  of  rescuing  the  prisoners 
whom  he  had  taken.  The  insur¬ 
gents  now  appeared  in  two  parties; 
one  of  which  consisted  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  men,  and  the  other  of  about 
sixty.  The  former  had  nine  mus¬ 
kets  with  them  ;  the  latter  only 
five ;  the  rest  were  irregularly 
armed.  The  larger  body  took  to 
the  heights,  in  order  to  cut  off 
the  party  retiring  through  the 
glen  ;  they  did  not  perceive  major 
Carthew’s  force  until  they  came 
close  to  it,  when  they  instantly 
fired  a  shot.  The  major  then  or¬ 
dered  his  men  to  move  forward, 
and  drove  them  back  a  considerable 
distance ;  but  their  numbers  in¬ 
creasing,  and  he  having  observed 
that  they  were  ascending  the 
mountain  above  him,  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat ;  and  with  some 
difficulty  and  hard  fighting,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  regaining  the  pass.  The 
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insurgents  were  under  some  sort  of 
discipline;  they  had  a  regular  bugle, 
which  sounded  the  advance  and  re¬ 
treat  ;  and  they  fought  in  so  reso¬ 
lute  and  determined  a  manner, 
that  the  soldiers  were  forced  to 
expend  about  twenty-five  rounds 
of  ammunition  a  man,  in  keeping 
them  in  check.  One  of  the  sol¬ 
diers,  advancing  too  far,  was  sur¬ 
rounded,  knocked  down,  and  most 
barbarously  beaten.  Some  of  his 
comrades  endeavoured  to  bring  him 
ofF,  and  for  this  purpose  had  placed 
him  on  the  back  of  one  of  them ; 
when  the  Wliite-bovs  rushed  down 
upon  them  in  such  numbers,  that 
it  became  necessary  to  abandon  the 
unfortunate  victim  to  his  fate.  He 
was  murdered  with  strokes  of 
sticks  and  spades.  Another  party 
endeavoured,  by  occupying  the 
glen,  to  prevent  lord  Bantry’s  re¬ 
treat;  but  they  were  soon  dis¬ 
lodged. 

This  affair  was  succeeded  by 
others  of  a  similar  description. 

On  the  24th  of  Januaiy  a  large 
body  of  persons  attacked  the  mail- 
coach  passing  from  Tralee  to  Cork; 
and  after  having  killed  some  of  the 
horses,  and  wounded  the  guard, 
coachman,  and  a  passenger,  over¬ 
turned  the  coach  and  obtained  pos¬ 
session  of  the  mail.  On  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  intelligence,  colonel 
Mitchell,  who  commanded  at  Ma- 
croom,  proceeded  thence  with  a 
detachment  of  troops  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Mill-street,  near  which 
place  the  coach  had  been  attacked. 
He  found  there  a  large  body  of 
men  partly  armed ;  who  made  a 
show  of  resistance,  but  upon  being 
attacked  by  the  troops,  fled  with 
precipitation ;  twenty-three  pri¬ 
soners  wnre  secured. 

On  the  same  day,  two  dragoons, 
dispatched  with  orders  to  the  officer 
at  Mill-street,  were  attacked  and 
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wounded  on  their  road.  The 
officer  under  direction  of  a  magis¬ 
trate,  proceeded  with  some  troops 
in  the  direction  of  Macroom,  and 
met  a  large  force  of  the  insurgents, 
probably  the  same  which  had  been 
encountered  by  colonel  Mitchell. 
Their  number  appeared  to  him 
to  be  nearly  5,000;  they  were 
armed  with  weapons  of  various 
descriptions,  of  which  muskets 
formed  but  an  inconsiderable  pro¬ 
portion. 

On  the  same  day,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Charleville,  a  body  of 
300  persons,  of  whom  the  leader 
and  several  others  were  armed  with 
muskets,  effected  the  rescue  of  a 
man  (who  had  been  apprehended, 
and  was  in  charge  of  a  party  of 
police),  and  compelled  the  police 
to  retire. 

On  the  25th,  intelligence  was 
conveyed  to  sir  J.  Lambert,  the 
commander  of  the  district,  that  the 
whole  male  population,  to  the  north 
of  Bandon,  was  proceeding  to  the 
mountains ;  and  it  was  ascertained, 
that  the  previous  night  had  been 
employed  in  assembling  the  people, 
and  that  large  bodies  had  been 
observed  in  the  morning,  on  their 
march  in  that  direction.  Colonel 
Mitchell  again  marched  from 
Macroom  in  the  direction  of  Mill- 
street,  where  a  man,  who  was  con¬ 
veying  the  mail,  had  been  that 
morning  attacked  and  murdered. 
He  found  there  a  body,  supposed 
to  amount  to  2,000  men,  posted 
on  the  heights,  near  the  road ;  of 
these,  about  1,000  descended  to 
attack  his  detachment,  and  fired 
three  shots;  hut  on  the  advance 
of  the  troops,  they  immediately 
took  to  flight,  leaving  30  prisoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  military. 

At  the  same  time,  a  very  large 
body  of  people  assembled  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newmarket  and 


Kanturk,  imagining,  from  the  de¬ 
parture  of  some  dragoons  who  had 
been  stationed  there,  that  the  force 
of  infantry  remaining  would  be 
unequal  to  resistance. 

The  rioters  approached  the  town 
of  Newmarket,  and  occupied  the 
road.  A  detachment  of  the  22nd 
regiment  rapidly  dislodged  them, 
and  secured  3  prisoners. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
a  detachment  of  the  11th  regiment 
was  attacked,  on  its  march  from 
Macroom  to  Bandon,  by  a  party  of 
6*0  men,  who  followed  it  for  three 
miles,  and  took  advantage  of  the 
enclosures  to  fire,  and  to  retard 
the  march  of  the  king’s  troops. 

About  the  same  time,  the 
greater  part  of  the  population  of 
the  northern  part  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  had  also  assembled  in  the 
mountains.  They  had  in  some 
places  made  demonstrations  of 
attack,  and  in  others,  had  committed 
outrages  by  day,  with  increased 
forces  and  boldness. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  county 
of  Cork  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  Scenes,  the  same  in  kind, 
though  on  a  minor  scale  and  exhi¬ 
biting  less  audacity,  presented 
themselves  in  many  other  districts. 
In  Kerry,  Tipperary,  and  Lime¬ 
rick,  assassinations  were  frequent ; 
and  houses  were  everywhere  at¬ 
tacked  and  robbed  of  arms. 

The  county  of  Clare,  though 
not  altogether  tranquil,  was  more 
so,  than  any  other  part  of  Munster, 
except,  perhaps,  Waterford.  That 
part  uf  Kilkenny,  which  bordered 
on  Tipperary,  was  in  a  state 
scarcely  less  disturbed.  The  sys¬ 
tem  of  threatening  tithe  proctors 
was  there  in  full  vigour ;  persons, 
who  enforced  tithe  processes,  were 
sure  to  be  made  the  victims  of 
outrage ;  nor  was  it  possible  to 
obtain  information  concerning  the 
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offenders.  Large  bodies  of  men, 
armed  and  mounted,  were  to  be 
found  parading  the  roads  every 
night,  menacing  with  destruction 
all  who  opposed  them.  The  resi¬ 
dent  gentlemen  dared  not  go  out 
after  dusk;  they  were  compelled 
to  keep  regular  guards  for  their 
protection,  and,  indeed,  to  convert 
their  houses  into  so  many  garri¬ 
sons. 

There  were  four  other  counties 
of  Leinster,  to  which  the  illegal 
associations  had  extended  their 
influence ;  namely,  Kildare,  West- 
Meath,  King’s-County,  and  Meath. 
The  county  of  Dublin,  too,  was  in 
some  measure  the  scene  of  their 
operations.  In  these  districts, 
however,  the  combinations,  though 
connected  with  the  conspirators  in 
the  South,  seem  to  have  had  it 
particularly  in  view  to  effect  a  rise 
in  the  rate  of  wages ;  and  the  arm 
of  the  law  was  for  the  most  part 
powerful  enough  to  prevent  them 
from  becoming  very  formidable. 

In  Connaught,  the  disturbances 
were  confined  to  the  counties  of 
Galway  and  Roscommon. 

Ulster  had  hitherto  been  tran¬ 
quil  ;  but  some  symptoms  of  dis¬ 
order  had  manifested  themselves. 
A  meeting;  was  intended  to  have 
been  held  in  Tyrone,  on  the  1st  of 
January.  On  the  3rd,  a  large 
body  consisting  of  some  hundreds, 
mostly  armed,  crossed  the  Derry 
mountains,  demanding  arms  in 
their  way,  but  without  committing 
any  act  of  violence.  Considerable 
alarm  existed  also  in  the  county  of 
Down,  though  no  actual  outrage 
had  been  perpetrated;  but  some 
notices  against  the  payment  of 
tithes  had  been  posted  up ;  an 
unusually  great  demand  for  arms 
had  taken  place  in  Belfast ;  and  it 
was  known,  that  the  practice  of 
administering  unlawful  oaths  was 


very  prevalent,  and  that  commit¬ 
tees  had  been  formed,  who  were 
in  correspondence  with  other  com¬ 
mittees  sitting  in  Dublin.  Cir¬ 
cumstances  like  these  might  rea¬ 
sonably  excite  alarm  in  the  minds 
of  men,  who  had  before  their  eyes 
the  excesses  that  were  taking  place 
in  Munster. 

At  this  critical  time,  all  who 
were  concerned  in  the  general  or 
local  administration  of  Ireland, 
appear  to  have  acted  with  a  most 
praiseworthy  energy  and  diligence. 
The  lord  lieutenant  was  unremit¬ 
ting  in  his  endeavours  to  ascertain 
accurately,  by  official  reports  regu¬ 
larly  transmitted  to  him,  the  actual 
state  of  every  part  of  the  country  ; 
and  this  industry  on  his  part  was 
doubly  advantageous,  because  it 
not  only  enabled  him  to  take  with 
promptitude  due  measures  of  pre¬ 
caution,  but  it  likewise  operated 
as  a  powerful  motive  to  increase 
the  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  local 
magistrates.  These  magistrates 
and  the  great  body  of  resident 
gentlemen  seem  to  have  dreaded 
neither  toil  nor  danger,  in  their 
efforts  to  preserve  the  public  peace ; 
and  on  all  occasions  the  civil  and 
the  military  power  co-operated 
most  cordially.  The  magnitude 
of  the  evil  had  roused,  even  the 
sluggish  into  activity ;  and,  per¬ 
haps,  the  excess  to  which  the  mis¬ 
chief  at  this  time  rose,  may  prove 
ultimately  a  benefit  to  Ireland,  by 
impressing  on  the  wilder  part  of 
her  population,  a  dear-bought 
lesson,  which  may  teach  them  for 
the  future,  to  tremble  before  the 
law,  to  dread  the  power  of  the 
executive,  and  to  look  with  reve¬ 
rential  apprehension  to  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  justice. 

Strange  as  the  outrages  which 
'  we  have  described  must  appear  to 
those,  who  are  accustomed  to  con- 
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template  society  only  as  it  exists 
in  England,  the  wonder  will  cease, 
when  we  consider  the  character 
of  the  population  in  the  Southern 
provinces  of  Ireland,  and  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  social  order 
depends.  To  establish  effectually 
the  reign  of  law,  there  must  exist 
in  the  minds  of  individuals,  an 
habitual  sentiment  of  implicit 
obedience  to  it,  and  a  general 
inclination  throughout  the  mass 
of  the  population  to  concur  in  en¬ 
forcing  it.  Where  this  general 
inclination  does  not  prevail,  the 
power  of  law  must  necessarily  be 
precarious :  because  there  the  of¬ 
fender  has  abundant  facilities  for 
escaping  detection  or  avoiding  sei¬ 
zure  :  he  has  neither  the  fear  of 
punishment  to  deter  him,  for  of 
punishment  there  is  little  chance ; 
nor  the  dread  of  the  reprobation  of 
those  around  him,  for  their  habits 
of  thinking  do  not  lead  them  to 
view  his  purposed  deed  with  ab¬ 
horrence.  Now  the  lower  Irish 
population,  especially  in  Munster, 
were  never  impressed  with  an 
habitual  reverence  for  the  laws, 
nor  with  those  feelings  which 
would  urge  them  to  co-operate  in 
enforcing  the  observance  of  them. 
Far,  therefore,  from  there  being 
any  thing  wonderful  in  the  out¬ 
rages  which  they  may  at  any  time 
commit,  the  true  matter  of  wonder 
is,  that  they  should  ever  be  com¬ 
pletely  tranquil.  Whether  they 
shall  be  in  a  disturbed  or  in  a  quiet 
state,  must  be  a  matter  of  mere 
accident ;  according  as  there  do  or 
do  not  exist  among  them  circum¬ 
stances  to  excite  a  general  wish  to 
resist  the  laws. 

Such  circumstances  were  in 
operation  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year.  In  consequence 
of  the  fall  in  the  price  of  agricul¬ 
tural  produce,  the  more  opulent 


farmers  were  involved  in  pecuniary 
embarrassments ;  the  less  opulent 
could  no  longer  pay  their  rent  or 
cultivate  their  land  ;  and  the  dis¬ 
tress,  thus  produced,  necessarily 
extended  itself  to  the  labourers. 
The  relation  between  the  culti¬ 
vator  of  the  ground,  and  those 
who  were  entitled  to  any  part  of 
the  produce  of  it,  whether  in  the 
shape  of  rent  or  of  tithes,  now 
became  a  natural  source  of  hosti¬ 
lity:  for  the  cultivator  was  no 
longer  able  to  satisfy  the  demands 
to  which  he  was  exposed ;  and,  he 
therefore,  very  naturally  turned 
round  to  defy  the  laws  which  laid 
upon  him  inconvenient  obligations, 
and  to  trample  upon  interests 
which  were  at  variance  with  his 
own.  There  was,  indeed,  the  law 
to  restrain  him ;  but  that  law  had 
never  possessed  any  moral  power 
over  him  ;  he  cared  for  it  only,  so 
far  as  there  was  physical  force  to 
give  it  effect ;  and  he  knew,  that, 
in  defying  it,  he  was  more  likely 
to  meet  with  the  support,  than 
with  the  opposition  of  those  around 
him. 

The  application  of  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  power,  may  check  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  actual  outrage ;  or  the 
propensity  to  violence  may  be 
soothed  into  slumber  by  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  circumstances,  more 
immediately  calling  it  into  action  ; 
but  it  will  be  long  before  the  pre¬ 
disposing  causes  of  disorder  in 
Ireland,  can  be  completely  eradi¬ 
cated.  That  cannot  be  effected, 
till  there  grows  up  a  numerous, 
and  opulent  middle  class,  who  feel 
that  they  have  a  general  interest 
in  submitting,  and  in  making  others 
submit  to  the  law ;  and  till  the 
lower  class  of  the  population  be 
distributed  into  a  number  of  sub¬ 
divisions  with  varying  habits,  so 
that  the  feelings,  which  pervade 
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any  one  sub-division,  may  be  kept 
in  check  by  the  presence  of  other 
classes  who  do  not  share  in  them. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  can  Ire¬ 
land  enjoy  a  permanent  and  sure 
tranquillity. 

Even,  when  this  shall  have  taken 
place,  there  will  still  remain,  in  the 
opposing  interests  of  Catholics  and 
Protestants,  an  almost  insurmount¬ 
able  obstacle  to  the  quiet  of  the 
country.  The  Catholics  can  never, 
unless  they  altogether  forget  the 
spirit  of  their  religion,  see  with 
patience  a  Protestant  church  in 
possession  of  the  honours  and 
emoluments  attached  to  a  national 
ecclesiastical  establishment.  Nor 
will  this  difficulty  be  in  any  de¬ 
gree  overcome  by  opening  to  them 
the  avenues  to  political  power. 
Such  an  act  of  indulgence  or  of 
justice,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
increases  their  power,  must  inflame 
their  desire  to  elevate  their  own 
church  on  the  ruins  of  heresy. 
The  advancement  of  the  upper 
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classes  of  the  Roman  Catholic  laity 
to  political  privileges  will  not 
exalt  their  clergy ;  the  priesthood 
will  in  that  case  feel  only  the  more 
deeply  their  inferiority  to  the 
Protestants ;  and  their  embittered 
spirit  will  be  communicated  to  the 
lower  orders,  who  will  then  be 
less  firmly  knit  to  their  gentry 
than  at  present.  The  gradual  de¬ 
struction  of  the  Catholic  supersti¬ 
tion  can  alone  close  for  ever  the 
wounds  of  Ireland.  That  event, 
if  it  shall  ever  happen,  can  be 
brought  about  only  very  slowly; 
but  whatever  system  of  policy, 
whether  of  emancipation  or  of  ex¬ 
clusion,  is  likely  to  contribute  the 
most  effectually  to  it,  that  system 
is  the  best  for  the  empire  and  for 
mankind. 

In  the  meantime,  all  that  can 
be  done  is,  to  remove  as  much  as 
possible  every  local  cause  of  dis¬ 
content,  and  to  enforce  by  civil 
and  military  power  the  rigid  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  laws. 


10]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


CHAP.  II. 

Opening  of  Parliament — Kings  Speech — Address  voted  in  the  House  of 
Lords — Speeches  of  Lord  Lansdown  and  Lord  Liverpool — Address 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons — Amendments  proposed  by  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Hume — Debates  on  these  Amendments — 
Measures  proposed  with  respect  to  Ireland — Provisions  of  the  Insur¬ 
rection  Act — Suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  in  Ireland — • 
Grounds  on  which  these  Measures  were  brought  forward — The  ob¬ 
jections  made  to  them — -Debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  these 
Measures— Amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  S.  Rice  and  Mr.  Denman 
■ — Debates  on  these  Bills  in  the  House  of  Lords — Amendment  proposed 
by  Lord  King — Indemnity  to  those  who  had  seized  Arms  or  Gun¬ 
powder — Severe  Restrictions  on  the  Importation,  Possession,  or  Sale 
of  Fire-arms  and  Gun-powder — Exertions  of  the  Irish  Government — 
— State  of  Ireland  under  the  Operation  of  the  new  Acts — Convictions 
and  Executions  under  the  Special  Commission  and  at  the  Assizes ■ — 
Partial  diminution  of  the  Outrages — Different  Classes  of  Persons  who 
engaged  in  these  Outrages — The  Operation  of  Tithes  and  Taxes  in 
producing  the  Irish  Outrages  much  over-rated — Oppression  by  the 
abuse  of  local  Rates  and  Assessments — The  Smugglers  and  illicit 
Distillers  probably  concerned  in  promoting  the  Disturbances. 


ON  tlie  5th  of  February,  the 
Session  of  Parliament  was 
opened  by  the  King,  in  person. 
His  Majesty  came  in  state  to  the 
House  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons, 
with  their  Speaker,  having  pre¬ 
sented  themselves  at  the  bar  in 
obedience  to  the  summons  of  the 
Black  Rod,  he  delivered  from  the 
Throne  the  following  Speech  : 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  ; 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  in¬ 
forming  you,  that  I  continue  to 
receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurances  of  their 
friendly  disposition  towards  this 
country. 

"  It  is  impossible  for  me  not  to 
feel  deeply  interested  in  any  event 
that  may  have  a  tendency  to  dis¬ 
turb  the  peace  of  Europe.  My 
endeavours  have  therefore  been 


directed,  in  conjunction  with  my 
allies,  to  the  settlement  of  the 
differences  which  have  unfortu¬ 
nately  arisen  between  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburgh  and  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  and  I  have  reason  to  enter¬ 
tain  hopes  that  these  differences 
will  be  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

“  In  my  late  visit  to  Ireland,  I 
derived  the  most  sincere  gratifica¬ 
tion  from  the  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  manifested  by  all  classes  of 
my  subjects.  With  this  impres¬ 
sion,  it  must  be  matter  of  the 
deepest  concern  to  me  that  a  spirit 
of  outrage,  which  has  led  to  daring 
and  systematic  violations  of  the 
law,  has  arisen  and  still  prevails 
in  some  parts  of  that  country. 

I  am  determined  to  use  all 
the  means  in  my  power  for  the 
protection  of  the  persons  and  pro- 
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perty  of  my  loyal  and  peaceable 
subjects;  and  it  will  be  for  your 
immediate  consideration  whether 
the  existing  laws  are  sufficient  for 
this  purpose. 

“  Notwithstanding  this  serious 
interruption  of  public  tranquillity, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  believing 
that  my  presence  in  Ireland  has 
been  productive  of  very  beneficial 
effects ;  and  all  descriptions  of  my 
people  may  confidently  rely  upon 
the  just  and  equal  administration 
of  the  laws,  and  upon  my  paternal 
solicitude  for  their  welfare. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  House 
of  Commons, 

“  It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to 
be  able  to  inform  you,  that  during 
the  last  year  the  revenue  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  the  preceding,  and 
appears  to  be  in  a  course  of  pro¬ 
gressive  improvement. 

“  I  have  directed  the  estimates 
of  the  current  year  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  you.  They  have  been  framed 
with  every  attention  to  economy 
which  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  will  permit ;  and  it  will 
be  satisfactory  to  you  to  learn,  that 
I  have  been  able  to  make  a  large 
reduction  in  our  annual  expendi¬ 
ture,  particularly  in  our  naval  and 
military  establishments. 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  acquainting  you,  that  a  consi¬ 
derable  improvement  has  taken 
place,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year,  in  the  commerce  and  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  that  I  can  now  state  them  to 
be,  in  their  important  branches,  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition. 

“  I  must  at  the  same  time  deep¬ 
ly  regret  the  depressed  state  of  the 
agricultural  interest. 

<<r  The  condition  of  an  interest 
so  essentially  connected  with  the 
prosperity  of  the  countrv  will,  of 
Vol.  LXIV. 


course,  attract  your  early  attention ; 
and  I  have  the  fullest  reliance  on 
your  wisdom  in  the  consideration 
of  this  important  subject. 

“  I  am  persuaded,  that  in  what¬ 
ever  measures  you  may  adopt,  you 
will  bear  constantly  in  mind,  that 
in  the  maintenance  of  our  public 
credit  all  the  best  interests  of  this 
kingdom  are  equally  involved ;  and 
that  it  is  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
that  principle  that  we  have  attain¬ 
ed,  and  can  alone  expect  to  pre¬ 
serve,  our  high  station  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  world.” 

The  Speaker  having  retired 
from  the  bar,  and  his  majesty  hav¬ 
ing  withdrawn,  the  Lords  adjourn¬ 
ed. 

On  the  same  afternoon,  they 
met  again ;  when  lord  Roden 
moved,  and  lord  Walsingham 
seconded,  an  address  re-echoing 
the  substance  of  the  speech.  It 
was  agreed  to  without  either  divi¬ 
sion  or  debate.  Lord  Lansdown, 
indeed,  spoke  at  some  length,  but 
his  remarks  were  desultory,  and 
were  brought  forward  rather  in 
illustration  of  the  speech,  and  a:s 
reasons  for  not  opposing  the  ad¬ 
dress,  than  in  contradiction  to 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  He 
admitted  that  our  trade  was  flour¬ 
ishing  ;  but  its  prosperity,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  arose  in  a  great  measure 
from  our  increased  intercourse 
with  South  America ;  and  it 
was  yet  uncertain,  whether  our 
mercantile  speculations  in  that 
quarter,  would  be  ultimately  ad¬ 
vantageous.  Though  he  was 
pleased  with  the  professions  of 
economy,  which  the  speech  con¬ 
tained,  he  reminded  ministers  that 
they  were  now  adopting  the 
maxims,  which  had  been  so  long 
urged  upon  them  in  vain  by  him 
and  his  friends.  He  expatiated  at 
considerable  length  on  the  distress 

[C] 
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of  the  agricultural  interest,  and  on 
the  Irish  disturbances ;  ascribing 
the  latter  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  system  of  misgovernment,  to 
which  Ireland  had  been  for  ages 
subject ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
former,  ridiculing  and  reprobating 
a  plan  for  advancing  Exchequer 
bills  as  a  loan  to  the  farmers,  on 
which  lord  Liverpool,  just  before 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  had 
taken  the  opinion  of  the  principal 
merchants  and  bankers  of  London. 

Lord  Liverpool,  in  a  very  mo¬ 
derate  speech,  adverted  to  the  va¬ 
rious  topics  on  which  lord  Lans- 
down  had  touched,  and  gave  them 
the  proper  colouring  and  hue.  In 
speaking  of  Ireland,  he  observed, 
that  it  was  a  singular  circumstance, 
that  in  the  disturbed  districts, 
where  the  laws  were  daily  trans¬ 
gressed,  no  hostility  was  manifested 
towards  his  majesty’s  government. 
The  Irish,  indeed,  amid  all  their 
discontents  and  excesses,  had  never 
quarrelled  with  the  government  as 
a  government;  nor  did  religion 
enter  largely  into  the  motives  or 
pretexts  of  their  outrages. 

A  similar  address  was  moved  in 
the  Commons  by  Mr.  R.  Clive, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  Dun- 
combe.  There  it  excited  a  keen 
discussion.  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  speech  should 
be  deferred  till  the  following 
Thursday.  It  was,  he  said,  the 
practice  of  our  forefathers  to  deli¬ 
berate  before  they  resolved,  to  un¬ 
derstand  before  they  voted;  and 
they  held  it  no  disrespect  to  the 
throne  to  postpone  until  a  subse¬ 
quent  day,  the  consideration  of 
the  speech  that  had  just  been  de¬ 
livered  from  it.  They  thus  knew 
the  topics  which  it  contained, 
and  those  which  it  omitted ;  and 
were  enabled  to  make  up  their 


minds  both  upon  the  one  and  upon 
the  other.  After  the  Revolution, 
that  usage  was  dispensed  with;  yet 
still  some  courtesy  continued  to  be 
observed  towards  parliament  by 
the  ministers  of  the  day,  which, 
perhaps,  secured  the  practical  be¬ 
nefits  of  the  exploded  system.  The 
royal  speech  was  read  over  night 
in  the  cock-pit  to  such  members 
as  chose  to  attend ;  and  its  contents 
found  their  way  into  the  morning, 
or  at  least  into  the  evening,  papers 
of  the  day,  before  the  houses  were 
convened :  so  that  all  who  felt  an 
interest  on  the  subject  could  ho¬ 
nestly  arrive  at  a  decision.  Of 
late  years  even  this  courtesy  had 
not  been  observed,  and  the  House 
of  Commons,  year  after  year,  was 
expected  to  come  to  an  instantane¬ 
ous  vote  of  approbation  of  all  that 
the  minister  thought  fit  to  put 
into  the  mouth  of  the  sovereign. 
His  mind,  he  confessed,  was  neither 
sufficiently  quick,  nor  sufficiently 
capacious  to  be  competent  to  this 
duty.  Not  having  the  power  of 
divination,  or  the  faculty  of  con¬ 
jecturing,  with  any  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty,  what  would  be  the  nature 
of  the  king’s  speech,  he  could  not 
be  prepared  with  an  amendment 
ready  cut  and  dried  for  the  occa¬ 
sion.  The  consequence,  therefore, 
was,  either  that  the  vote  of  the 
House  became  a  mere  formal  com¬ 
pliment,  pledging  no  man,  or  that 
parliament  was  taken  by  surprise, 
and  required  to  give  its  sweeping 
and  instantaneous  approbation  of 
that  which,  under  other  circum¬ 
stances,  it  would  be  disposed  to 
object  to.  In  the  first  case,  the 
address  was  not  of  the  slightest 
value ;  and,  in  the  last,  after  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  conciliation 
and  unanimity,  the  House  was 
entrapped  and  cajoled  into  an  ap¬ 
parent  but  insincere  acquiescence. 
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Under  such,  circumstances,  an  in¬ 
terval  of  one  day  was  not  too  much, 
before  the  House  ought  to  be  called 
upon  for  a  decision.  The  speech, 
he  added,  so  far  as  he  could  collect 
it,  was  by  no  means  such  a  full 
and  satisfactory  statement  as  the 
country  had  a  right  to  expect ;  we 
laboured  under  grievances  of  all 
kinds ;  we  had  not  merely  agricul¬ 
tural  distresses  to  complain  of,  but 
many  violations  of  the  law  and 
constitution,  of  more  importance 
than  even  the  sufferings  of  the 
landed  interest.  Were  all  these 
to  be  passed  over  without  notice  ? 
As  to  economy,  the  speech  made 
very  praiseworthy  general  profes¬ 
sions  ;  but  ministers  had  always 
been  liberal  of  these  ;  they  ought 
now  to  have  pointed  out,  how  and 
when  they  would  carry  their  pro¬ 
mises  into  effect. 

The  disturbances  in  Ireland 
were,  of  course,  ascribed  to  minis¬ 
ters.  Ireland/’  said  the  hoh.  ba¬ 
ronet,  “  has  been  driven  to  acts  of 
desperate  retaliation  ;  and  that  un¬ 
happy  people  have  been  reduced  to 
so  deplorable  a  condition,  that  they 
are  now  ready  to  run  the  hazard 
of  any  personal  infliction,  for  the 
sake  of  a  moment’s  respite.”  Surely, 
it  might  have  occurred  to  him, 
that  it  must  be  a  singular  sort  of 
distress  and  poverty,  which  collect¬ 
ed  hundreds  of  well-mounted,  well- 
equipped  farmers,  and  impelled 
them  to  plunder  whole  districts, 
not  to  get  food  or  clothes,  but  to 
procure  arms  and  ammunition. 
The  footpad  may  be  allowed  to 
plead  poverty  and  hunger  as  a  pal¬ 
liation  for  his  crime ;  but  such  an 
excuse  is  more  than  ridiculous  in 
the  mouth  of  the  highwayman,  who 
scours  the  road  on  a  mettlesome 
steed. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  seconded  the 


amendment ;  and  in  support  of  it, 
urged  the  example  of  the  French 
chamber  of  deputies,  which  took  time 
to  consider  of  a  reply  to  the  king’s 
speech,  and  had  recently  shown, 
that  they  dared  dissent  from  the 
sentiments  contained  in  it. 

Lord  Londonderry  contended, 
that  the  amendment  proceeded  al¬ 
together  upon  a  mistaken  view  of 
the  effect  of  the  address.  If  the 
address  were  understood  as  imply¬ 
ing,  that  parliament,  by  agreeing 
to  it,  would  be  pledged  to  support 
certain  opinions  and  sentiments  on 
the  topics  to  which  it  referred ; 
then  the  hon.  baronet  should  have 
moved,  not  that  the  consideration 
of  the  speech  should  be  adjourned 
till  Thursday,  but  that  it  should  be 
postponed  for  three  or  four  months, 
for  that  period  would  scarcely  be 
sufficient  for  the  mature  considera¬ 
tion  of  all  the  subjects  adverted  to 
in  the  speech — alluding,  as  it  did, 
to  our  foreign  policy,  to  revenue, 
to  expenditure,  to  retrenchment, 
to  commerce,  to  manufactures,  and 
above  all,  to  the  state  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  interest.  He,  therefore, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  hon.  bart. 
had  taken  a  false  view  of  the  time 
requisite  to  consider  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  if  it  were  deemed 
necessary  in  the  reply  to  enter  into 
these  various  and  highly  important 
points ;  and  he  conceived  that  he 
did  not  at  all  prejudice  the  public 
interest,  by  recommending  the 
immediate  adoption  of  the  address 
as  a  measure  which  did  not  pledge 
gentlemen  to  any  particular  opi¬ 
nion,  and  which  left  the  subjects 
before  enumerated  to  be  discussed 
in  their  natural  and  ordinary 
course. 

Mr.  Grattan,  Mr.  C.  Hutchin¬ 
son,  and  Mr.  Brougham,  took  a 
part  in  the  debate ;  each  of  them 
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selecting  one  or  more  of  the  topics 
mentioned  in  the  speech,  as  the 
theme  for  his  dissertation  or  decla¬ 
mation. 

On  a  division,  the  amendment 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  186 
to  58. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett’s  proposi¬ 
tion  having  been  thus  rejected, 
Mr.  Flume  moved  the  following 
amendment  in  the  address : 

“  That,  while  we  return  his 
majesty  our  most  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  for  the  various  reduc¬ 
tions  which  have  been  made  in  the 
civil  and  military  establishments 
during  the  last  year,  by  which 
some  diminution  of  expense  may 
be  effected,  yet  we  should  ill  dis¬ 
charge  the  duty  we  owe  to  his 
majesty,  if  we  did  not  direct  his 
most  serious  attention  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  condition  of  his  faithful  peo¬ 
ple. 

“  To  represent  to  his  majesty 
that  the  distresses,  proved  to  exist 
before  a  committee  of  this  House, 
instituted  for  the  especial  purpose, 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
have  considerably  increased;  and 
that  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  throughout  great  part  of  the 
kingdom,  and  with  them  the 
tradesmen  and  artisans  usually  de¬ 
pendent  on  them  for  employment, 
are  labouring  under  unexampled 
difficulties. 

“  To  express  most  respectfully 
to  his  majesty  our  opinion,  that 
an  excessive  taxation  is  a  principal 
cause  of  those  distresses,  and 
humbly  to  intreat  that  he  will  be 
graciously  pleased  immediately  to 
direct  such  reductions  in  every 
branch  of  our  expenditure,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest  depart¬ 
ment,  as  shall  enable  us,  forth¬ 
with,  to  relieve  his  majesty's  faith¬ 
ful  people  from  a  large  portion  of 
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that  burthen  of  taxation  which  in 
their  present  impoverished  condi¬ 
tion,  presses  so  heavily  upon  all 
classes.” 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hume 
as  originally  proposed,  character¬ 
ized  our  system  of  finance  as  ruin¬ 
ous,  and  asserted  that  our  distresses 
did  not  arise  from  temporary  causes  ; 
but  these  passages  were  omittted 
at  the  suggestion  of  sir  John  New¬ 
port. 

In  support  of  his  amendment, 
Mr.  Hume  made  an  infinite  va¬ 
riety  of  assertions,  on  an  infinite 
variety  of  subjects,  entrenching 
himself  up  to  the  teeth  behind  for¬ 
midable  masses  of  figures  and 
calculations.  All  our  establish¬ 
ments,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic, 
came  under  his  survey ;  and  the 
old  crambe  recocta  was  again  served 
up  to  the  House.  What  he  said 
might  be  good,  or  it  might  be  bad ; 
it  might  be  true,  or  it  might  be 
false ;  but  all  his  statements  were 
matters  of  fact,  not  of  principle, 
and  depended  on  evidence,  not  on 
reasoning.  The  introduction  of 
them  on  such  an  occasion,  was 
therefore  worse  than  ridiculous :  it 
was  absolutely  pernicious;  because 
it  tended  to  disgust  the  House  and 
the  public  with  matters,  well  wor¬ 
thy,  at  seasonable  times,  of  their 
most  grave  attention. 

Lord  Londonderry,  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son,  and  Mr.  Huskisson,  besides 
flatly  contradicting  some  of  Mr. 
Hume’s  statements,  and  exposing 
the  fallacy  of  several  of  the  opi¬ 
nions  which  he  had  promulgated, 
rested  their  opposition  to  the 
amendment  on  the  ground,  that 
neither  parliamentary  practice,  nor 
common  sense  would  permit  them 
to  determine  thus  abruptly,  so 
large  a  question  as  that  which  had 
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been  suddenly  opened,  and  in  the 
absence  of  all  information,  to  de¬ 
cide  on  a  case  purporting  to  rest  on 
calculations,  which  no  man,  on 
either  side  of  the  House,  could  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment  comprehend. 

Mr.  Ricardo  opposed  the  amend¬ 
ment,  because  he  could  not  agree 
with  its  doctrines,  as  to  the  causes 
of  the  existing  'agricultural  dis¬ 
tresses.  Mr.  Hume  said,  that  they 
arose  from  excessive  taxation  ; 
whereas  it  was  evident  that  they 
arose  from  the  low  price  of  agri¬ 
cultural  produce;  and  low  prices 
could  never  be  caused  by  taxation. 

It  was  supported  by  Mr.  Tierney 
and  Mr.  Brougham. 

The  House  having  divided ; 
there  appeared. 

For  the  amendment  .  .  89 

Against  it . 171 

Majority  for  ministers  — — 82 
In  the  debate,  Mr.  S.  Wortley, 
and  sir  Edward  Knatchbull,  had 
spoken  against  the  amendment, 
and  on  the  division  most  of  the 
country  gentlemen  voted  against 
it.  They  professed  themselves  de¬ 
termined  to  enforce  retrenchment ; 
but  they  thought  that  minis¬ 
ters  ought  to  be  allowed  time  to 
bring  forward  their  schemes,  and 
that  till  then  it  was  premature  to 
condemn  them.  On  this  occasion, 
the  opposition  made  their  attack 
too  early  and  too  precipitately. 

The  state  of  Ireland  was  the 
first  subject  which  the  ministers 
brought  before  parliament.  Their 
purpose  at  the  present  moment, 
was  not  to  devise  schemes  for  the 
general  improvement  of  its  condi¬ 
tion,  but  to  propound  measures  for 
immediately  arresting  the  career 
of  outrage  and  rebellion.  With 
this  view  they  recommended  the 
re-enactment  of  the  Insurrection 
act,  and  the  suspension  in  Ireland 
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of  the  Elabeas  Corpus  act.  By 
the  Insurrection  act,  any  two  jus¬ 
tices  might  cause  an  extraordinary 
session  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  for 
their  county ;  and  when  the  jus¬ 
tices  were  assembled  on  such  ses¬ 
sion,  to  the  number  of  at  least 
seven,  in  a  county  at  large,  or  of 
three  in  a  county  of  a  city  or 
town,  the  majority  might  signify 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  that  they 
considered  the  county  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  be  in  a  state  of  disturb¬ 
ance,  or  in  danger  of  becoming  so, 
together  with  the  reason  of  such 
their  opinion,  and  might  pray  him 
to  declare,  by  proclamation,  the 
county,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be 
in  a  state  of  disturbance,  or  in  im¬ 
mediate  danger  of  becoming  so. 
Thereupon,  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  empowered  to  issue  such  pro¬ 
clamation,  in  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  proclaimed  district 
were  to  be  warned,  from  and  after 
a  day  therein  named,  to  remain 
within  their  houses,  between  sun¬ 
set  and  sun-rise.  After  that  day, 
any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  person 
authorised  by  his  warrant,  might, 
between  one  hour  after  sun-set  and 
sun-rise,  enter  into  any  house  in 
the  proclaimed  district ;  and  such 
of  the  inhabitants  or  inmates,  as 
should  be  then  absent,  were  to  be 
deemed  idle  and  disorderly  per¬ 
sons,  unless  they  should  prove  that 
they  were  absent  on  proper  and 
lawful  business.  In  like  manner, 
all  persons  who  between  the  same 
hours,  should  be  found  out  of  their 
usual  places  of  abode,  were  to  be 
apprehended,  and  were  to  be  com¬ 
mitted  as  idle  and  disorderly,  un¬ 
less  they  could  show  that  they 
were  abroad  on  their  lawful  oc¬ 
casions.  Under  the  description  of 
idle  and  disorderly  persons,  were 
also  comprehended  all  persons 
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tendering,  administering,  taking, 
or  entering  into  any  illegal  oath  or 
engagement ;  all  persons  printing, 
writing,  circulating,  or  delivering 
any  notice  or  message,  tending  to 
excite  any  riot,  or  produce  any  un¬ 
lawful  meeting,  or  threatening  vio¬ 
lence  to  any  person,  or  making  any 
demandof  money, arms, ammunition, 
or  other  matters  ;  all  persons  hav¬ 
ing  in  their  power  or  possession  any 
offensive  weapons,  after  they  had 
keen  called  upon  to  deliver  up  the 
same  ;  all  persons  found  assembled 
after  nine  at  night,  and  before  six 
in  the  morning,  in  any  house  where 
malt  or  spirituous  liquors  were 
sold,  not  being  inmates  thereof,  or 
travellers ;  all  persons  unlawfully 
assembling  in  the  day-time ;  and 
all  persons,  who  should  hawk  or 
disperse  in  the  proclaimed  district, 
any  seditious  paper  or  pamphlet, 
unless  they  discovered  from  whom 
they  received  the  same,  or  by  whom 
they  were  employed. 

For  the  trial  of  these  descrip¬ 
tions  of  idle  and  disorderly  per¬ 
sons,  a  court  of  special  sessions  of 
the  peace  was  to  be  held  within 
seven  days  from  the  date  of  the 
proclamation,  and  was  to  be  pro¬ 
longed  by  adjournments  from  time 
to  time,  so  long  as  the  district  should 
continue  proclaimed.  The  assist¬ 
ant  barrister  of  the  county  was  to 
be  always  present  at  such  sessions ; 
and  the  lord  lieutenant  might 
name  one  of  the  king’s  serjeants, 
or  king’s  counsel,  to  preside.  This 
court,  so  constituted,  was  em¬ 
powered,  without  any  grand  jury, 
or  bill  found,  to  try  any  persons  ac¬ 
cused  of  being  idle  and  disorderly, 
in  the  sense  above  explained,  and  to 
acquit,  or  convict,  and  pass  judg¬ 
ment  upon  them.  Hawking  or 
dispersing  seditious  papers  was  to 
he  punished  with  imprisonment. 


for  not  more  than  twelve  months  •: 
all  the  other  offences  specified  in 
the  act  incurred  the  penalty  of 
transportation  for  seven  years. 

There  were  only  two  limita¬ 
tions  upon  the  power  of  the  courts 
of  special  sessions,  and  both  de¬ 
pended  on  the  will  of  some  of  their 
own  members.  The  first  was,  that 
they  were  empowered,  when  they 
thought  fit,  to  try  any  person  or 
fact  by  a  petty  jury.  The  second 
was,  that  if  the  presiding  counsel 
did  not  agree  with  the  majority  of 
the  justices,  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  was  to  be  suspended,  till 
the  pleasure  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  known. 

The  other  legislative  measure, 
that  for  suspending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  provided,  that  any  per¬ 
son,  who  should  be  in  prison  in 
Ireland  for  high  treason,  suspicion 
of  high  treason,  or  treasonable 
practices,  by  warrant  of  the  lord 
lieutenant,  or  of  his  chief  secretary, 
or  of  six  of  the  Irish  privy  council, 
might  be  detained  in  custody, 
without  bail  or  mainprise,  until 
the  first  of  August  following.  That 
was  the  date  to  which  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Insurrection  act  was 
likewise  to  be  confined. 

Lord  Londonderry,  in  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  these  bills, 
stated,  as  his  reasons,  the  alarming 
height  to  which  the  disturbances 
had  risen ;  the  opinion  of  the  Irish 
government,  and  of  him  who  was 
at  the  head  of  it,  that  the  safety 
of  the  country  required  that  they 
should  be  armed  with  extraordi¬ 
nary  powers  ;  and  the  inefficiency 
of  the  application  of  a  larger  mili¬ 
tary  force  alone  to  preserve  the 
peace.  The  ministers  had  been 
willing  to  try  what  could  be  done 
by  a  strenuous  enforcement  of  the 
laws,  aided  by  a  numerous  body  of 
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troops.  These  means  had.,  some 
months,  before  succeeded  in  restor¬ 
ing  to  tranquillity  the  county  of 
Galway,  which  had  exhibited  dan¬ 
gerous  symptoms  of  insubordina¬ 
tion.  In  like  manner,  troops  had 
been  marched  into  the  county  of 
Limerick,  and  a  special  commis¬ 
sion  had  been  sent  thither,  but 
these  remedies  had  there  proved 
unavailing;  and  some  other  means 
of  prevention,  than  the  existing 
laws,  backed  by  military  force, 
could  afford,  were  clearly  neces¬ 
sary. 

Mr.  C.  Grant,  Mr.  Dawson,  and 
sir  H.  Parnell,  concurred  in  lord 
Londonderry’s  views.  Captain 
O’ Grady,  who  was  locally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  disturbed  dis¬ 
tricts,  and,  till  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament,  had  been  resident  there, 
and  actively  employed  in  preserv¬ 
ing  the  peace,  stated  some  circum¬ 
stances  which  showed  strongly  the 
inadequacy  of  the  existing  laws  to 
meet  the  threatening  evils.  The 
disturbances,  he  said,  though  they 
had  no  reference  to  politics  or  re¬ 
ligion  generally,  but  were  chiefly 
connected  with  local  circumstances, 
were  spreading  so  rapidly,  that  if 
not  met  with  vigour,  incalculable 
mischief  would  ensue.  It  was  a 
mistake  to  suppose,  that  the  pea¬ 
santry  of  Ireland  were  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  power  of  the 
laws,  and  of  the  magistracy  ;  they 
knew  that  power  well,  but,  under 
existing  circumstances,  they  had 
the  means  of  eluding  it.  When 
magistrates  took  out  the  military 
to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws, 
it  was  seldom  that  they  could  meet 
with  the  violators  of  them.  The 
disorderly  were  in  the  habit  of  as¬ 
sembling  and  carrying  on  their  de¬ 
predations  in  small  parties,  and  in 
various  places  at  the  same  time  : 
like  banditti,  they  went  out  in 
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darkness,  and  selected  for  their 
exploits,  the  spots  which  they  sup¬ 
posed  least  defended;  so  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  the  magis¬ 
trates  and  the  soldiery  to  catch 
them.  Even  if  a  magistrate  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with 
them,  and  take  them  in  arms,  he 
might  confine  them  for  a  time,  but 
he  could  do  nothing  more;  he 
could  not  rid  the  country  of  them  ; 
they  might  come  out  again  in  six 
months,  to  seek  vengeance  upon 
those  who  had  rendered  them¬ 
selves  obnoxious  by  attempting  to 
put  them  down.  The  first  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county 
of  Limerick  relative  to  those  di 
turbances  was  not  public ;  it  was 
held  without  public  advertisement, 
but  the  reason  was,  that  the  coun¬ 
try  gentlemen  were  afraid,  by 
public  advertisement,  to  acquaint 
the  disturbers  of  the  peace,  that 
they  would,  on  a  certain  day  and 
hour,  abandon  their  houses  to  the 
mercy  of  the  populace.  The  in¬ 
adequacy  of  the  ordinary  laws  had 
been  rendered  more  apparent  by 
the  strenuousness  of  the  efforts  to 
enforce  them.  The  special  com¬ 
mission  had  produced  no  effect  in 
striking  terror  into  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  outrage.  On  the  very 
night,  on  which  the  judges  arrived 
in  Limerick,  a  soldier,  who  had 
straggled  from  his  party,  was 
knocked  down  and  deprived  of  his 
arms.  A  panic  had  seized  the 
witnesses  for  the  crown.  Even 
those  who  were  to  act  as  jurymen 
were  intimidated ;  and  excuses 
were  sent  by  them  for  their 
non-attendance,  stating  that  they 
were  afraid  to  leave  their  homes 
and  families,  lest  all  which  they 
held  most  dear  should  be  sacrificed 
in  their  absence.  The  consequence 
was,  that  if  the  gentlemen,  who 
were  usually  sworn  as  grand  ju- 
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tors,  and  had  never  before  acted  as 
a  petty  jury,  had  not  come  forward 
and  served  in  the  latter  capacity, 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  found  petty  juries  to  put 
the  commission  in  force.  It  was 
then,  that  the  magistrates,  see¬ 
ing  the  inefficacy  of  the  existing 
laws,  assembled  in  the  jury-room,  to 
petition  for  the  revival  of  the  In¬ 
surrection  act  in  its  full  powers. 
This  became  the  more  imperative, 
because  information  to  convict  of¬ 
fenders  was  not  to  be  procured. 
Every  gentleman  might  get  a  certain 
degree  of  information,  but  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  sworn  informa¬ 
tions.  He  had  himself  made  great 
exertions  to  get  informations  on 
oath,  but  could  not  succeed;  the 
deponent  would  state  his  belief, 
but  would  not  swear  or  sign  papers 
which  would  make  him  a  witness. 
It  was  certain,  that  the  peasantry 
had  now  established  such  a  system 
of  terror  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
that  gentlemen  could  not  go  to  bed, 
but  with  an  exoectation  of  being 
disturbed  with  the  report  of  musk¬ 
etry  before  morning.  Under  the 
existing  laws,  even  if  a  magistrate 
coming  to  the  house  of  a  peasant 
by  night,  found  that  he  was  from 
home,  and  if,  waiting  until  his  re¬ 
turn,  he  saw  on  him  evident  marks 
of  a  night’s  fatigue,  yet  he  had  no 
power  to  take  him  into  custody. 
If  he  asked  the  man  what  he  had 
been  about,  he  might  answer  as  an 
English  peasant  would — what 
is  that  to  you  ?”  Where  then, 
were  there  any  means  to  prevent 
those  men  from  going  out  by 
night,  and  from  marauding,  mur¬ 
dering,  and  pillaging  as  they 
pleased?  The  gentry  of  the  dis¬ 
turbed  part  of  Ireland  were  the 
best  judges  of  the  necessity  of  the 
proposed  measures.  They  had,  in 
the  first  instance,  prayed  for  a  mo¬ 


dified  insurrection  act ;  and  it  was 
only  the  increased  urgency  of 
events,  that  had  caused  them  to 
pray  for  an  insurrection  act  with¬ 
out  modification. 

The  opposition  to  the  proposed 
measures  was  very  warm.  Sir  John 
Newport,  sir  C.  Hutchinson,  Mr. 
Spring  Rice,  sir  F.  Burdett,  and 
Mr.  Brougham,  spoke  vehemently 
against  them.  The  line  of  argu¬ 
ment,  which  they  pursued,  was, 
that  a  greater  military  force,  well 
directed  and  applied,  would  be 
sufficient  to  restore  tranquillity, 
without  any  alteration  of  the  laws ; 
and  this  they  asserted  and  re-as¬ 
serted  in  various  forms,  without 
attempting  any  reply  to  the  facts 
which  had  been  stated  on  the  other 
side.  They  further  contended, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  intrust 
lord  Wellesley  with  absolute  au¬ 
thority  for  a  time,  than  to  pass 
the  Insurrection  act,  and  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus.  The  whole  effect,  how¬ 
ever,  of  these  two  measures  was, 
to  give,  for  a  time,  to  the  lord  lieu« 
tenant,  a  certain  quantity  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  discretionary  power, 
to  be  exercised  in  a  prescribed  mode 
and  within  definite  limits ;  and 
how  this  limited  portion  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  powers  should  be  more 
objectionable,  than  absolute  power 
totally  unfettered  and  uncircum- 
scribed,  is  not  easily  understood. 
The  authority  conferred  on  the 
government  by  the  Insurrection 
act,  was  indeed  to  be  exercised 
through  the  local  magistracy  ;  and 
the  magistrates  of  Ireland,  it  was 
said,  formed  a  class,  the  composi¬ 
tion  of  which,  was  exceedingly 
faulty.  But  what  other  instru¬ 
ments  could  the  government  em¬ 
ploy  ?  Whatever  powers  might  be 
intrusted  to  lord  Wellesley,  he 
could  not  exert  them  personally ; 
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he  could  act  only  through  others ; 
and  there  were  none  of  whose 
agency  he  could  avail  himself 
with  so  much  advantage  on  the 
whole,  as  of  that  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  districts. 

Mr.  Brougham  objected  more 
especially  to  the  hill  for  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act, 
on  the  ground,  that,  on  the  very 
case  made  by  ministers,  it  was  a 
remedy  in  no  degree  adapted  to 
the  mischief.  They  admitted,  he 
said,  that  neither  political  nor  reli¬ 
gious  animosities  were  mixed  up 
in  the  present  disturbances.  If 
then,  a  power  wrere  given  to  im¬ 
prison  without  bringing  the  indi¬ 
viduals  immediately  to  trial,  it  was 
a  measure  altogether  inapplicable 
to  the  alleged  evil ;  for  the  suspen¬ 
sion  act  was  of  no  avail,  except  in 
cases  of  political  or  religious  dis¬ 
sensions,  when  violent  agitators 
were  stalking  abroad,  whom  it  was 
desirable  that  the  government 
should  have  the  power  of  removing 
from  the  centre  of  their  operations. 
This  objection  was  a  mere  cavil.  It 
supposed  that  rebellion  ceased  to  be 
rebellion,  if  it  did  not  spring  from 
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religious  opinions,  or  from  wild 
political  theories.  The  suspen¬ 
sion  act  is  efficacious,  wherever 
there  is  a  concerted  system  of  ope¬ 
rations  for  opposing  the  constituted 
authorities  ;  no  matter  from  what 
motive  the  concert  may  spring. 
Such  a  system  always  implies  the 
secret  agency  of  numbers  of  per¬ 
sons,  against  whom  it  might  be 
impossible  to  prove  any  overt  act ; 
to  destroy  the  system,  that  agency 
must  be  arrested  or  interrupted ; 
and  this  cannot  be  done  except  by 
the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus.  This  suspension,  therefore, 
was  peculiarly  applicable  to  the 
state  of  Ireland ;  where  schemes 
of  treason  existed  on  so  large  a 
scale,  that  bodies  of  five  or  six 
hundred  men  were  occasionally 
arrayed  against  the  regular  mili¬ 
tary  force. 

Leave  was  given,  without  a  di¬ 
vision,  to  bring  in  the  Insurrection 
act.  But  on  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill  for  suspending 
the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  the  House 
divided  :  The  Ayes  were  195,  the 
Noes,  68.*  v 

It  was  then  moved,  that  the  In- 


*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Minority  who  voted  on  this  occasion. 


Abercromby,  lion.  J. 
Barrett,  S.  B.  M. 
Beaumont,  T.  W. 
Benyon,  B. 

Bernal,  R. 

Birch,  J. 

Bright,  H. 
Brougham,  II. 
Burdett,  sir  T. 

Bury,  lord 
Calvert,  N. 

Calvert,  C. 

Carter,  J. 

Clifton,  lord 
Creevey,  T. 
Crompton,  S. 

Davies,  col. 

Denman,  T. 


Denison,  W.  J. 
Ebrington,  lord 
Ellice,  E, 

Ferrand,  It. 
Eergusson,  sir  It. 
Fitzgerald,  lord  W. 
Fitzgibbon,  hon.  It. 
Fitzroy,  lord  C. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Forbes,  lord 
Grattan,  J. 

Gurney,  H. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Heron,  sir  It. 

Hill,  lord  A. 
Honywood,  W.  P. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Hume,  J. 


James,  W. 
Johnson,  col. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lennard,  T.  B. 
Lushington,  Dr. 
Maberly,  J. 
Maberly,  col. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Marjoribanks,  S. 
Moore,  P. 
Nugent,  lord 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Orde,  W. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Palmer,  col. 

Price,  It. 

Ricardo,  D. 
Robarts,  A.  W . 
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surrection  act  should  be  read  a 
first  time ;  for  the  motion  there 
were  202  ;  against  it  44.  Upon 
this,  a  motion  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  delay,  that  the  bill 
should  be  printed ;  it  was  rejected 
by  149  Noes,  to  22  Ayes.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  intimated,  that 
he  should  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  the  question  of  the 
bill  going  into  a  committee.  Lord 
Londonderry  was  anxious  that  the 
bill  might  go  through  its  several 
stages  that  night,  so  that  it  might 
be  transmitted  to  Ireland  before 
the  end  of  the  week :  but  Mr. 

y 

Denman  having  declared  that  he 
would  avail  himself  of  the  forms 
of  the  Llouse  to  stop  its  progress, 
his  lordship  was  obliged  to  desist 
from  pressing  it.  The  Habeas 
Corpus  bill  was  then  passed  through 
the  same  stages. 

On  the  following  day  the  bills 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  debate  turned  more  on  the 
personal  claim  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
to  confidence,  than  on  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  measures.  It 
took  this  turn  in  consequence  of 
an  intimation  from  sir  John  New¬ 
port,  that  he  withdrew  his  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  proposed  measures, 
solely  on  the  ground,  that  lord 
W ellesley  had  recommended  them. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  took  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  two  clauses, 
which  he  proposed  to  introduce 
into  the  Insurrection  act ;  one  au¬ 
thorizing  the  king’s  counsel,  the 
serjeant,  or  the  assistant  barrister 
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at  the  special  sessions,  to  take  bail 
for  offences  under  the  act ;  the 
other  authorizing  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  justices  in  counties  of 
cities  and  of  towns.  Mr.  Denman 
also  moved  to  omit  the  clause 
which  protected  the  persons  car¬ 
rying  the  act  into  effect  All 
these  amendments  were  rejected. 

The  bills  were  discussed  at  great 
length  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
the  9th  of  February,  the  same 
topics  being  urged  against  them  as 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  though 
with  more  moderation.  Lord 
Holland,  who  took  the  principal 
share  in  the  discussion,  insisted 
chiefly  on  the  want  of  proof,  that 
measures  of  such  severity  were 
called  for ;  contending,  that  the 
disturbances  appeared  and  disap¬ 
peared  exactly  as  a  sufficient  mili¬ 
tary  force  was  removed  from  a  dis¬ 
trict,  or  brought  into  it,  and  thence 
inferring  that  troops  were  the  only 
thing  wanted  to  restore  and  ensure 
tranquillity.  This  argument  was 
very  satisfactorily  answered  by  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  There  were, 
he  said,  two  descriptions  of  out¬ 
rages  to  be  repressed.  There  were 
rebels  arrayed  openly  in  the  field ; 
these  could  be  met  only,  and  could 
be  met  effectually,  by  troops. 
There  were  also  the  nightly  ag¬ 
gressions  of  lawless  banditti,  who, 
taking  advantage  of  the  hours  of 
darkness,  assailed  the  houses  of 
peaceable  inhabitants,  menaced 
them  with  murder  (and  those  me¬ 
naces  were  too  often  followed  by 
corresponding  deeds),  and  plun- 


Robarts,  col. 
Rickford,  W. 
Rice,  S. 
Scarlett,  J. 
Sefton,  earl 
Smith,  W. 


Smith,  hon.  R. 

Stuart,  lord  J. 
Tierney,  right  hon.  G . 
Tennyson,  C. 

Wilson,  sir  R. 

Wood,  Mr.  alderman 


Winnington,  sir  T.  E. 
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Rennet,  hon.  G. 
Hutchinson,  hon.  H. 
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dered  them  of  their  arms  and  pro¬ 
perty.  Outrages  of  this  latter 
kind  could  not  be  put  down  by 
the  mere  employment  of  troops, 
as  was  proved  by  the  fact,  that 
houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  barracks,  w  here  troops  were  sta¬ 
tioned,  had  been  attacked  and 
plundered.  We  might  double  the 
amount  of  the  army  now  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  yet  such  a  law,  as  that 
which  was  proposed,  would  be 
equally  necessary :  for  the  only 
certain  method  of  putting  an  end 
to  the  disorders  was,  to  prevent 
people  from  quitting  their  houses 
between  sun-set  and  sun-rise,  and 
to  punish  them  if  they  were  found 
absent  from  their  homes  during 
the  night. 

No  division  took  place  on  the 
bills  themselves ;  but,  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  lord  King  proposed  an 
amendment,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  in  the  early  part  of 
the  debate,  limiting  their  operation 
to  three  months  instead  of  six,  by 
substituting  in  them  the  15th  of 
May”  for  the  1st  of  August.” 
In  support  of  the  amendment  it 
was  urged,  that  it  would  give 
parliament  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
considering  the  subject  with  more 
advantage,  than  if  the  measure 
were  not  to  be  again  brought  be¬ 
fore  them,  till  near  the  end  of  the 
session ;  and  though  it  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  necessary  to  renew  the 
bills,  yet,  in  the  mean  time,  more 
distinct  information  might  be  ob¬ 
tained,  and  means  might  be  found 
of  modifying  some  of  the  most 
objectionable  clauses.  On  the 
other  side,  it  was  said,  that  if  the 
bills  were  to  be  enacted  for  only 
three  months,  half  the  good  to  be 
expected  from  them  would  be 
lost :  they  would  never  be  brought 
fairly  into  operation,  because  the 
minds  of  men  would  be  contem¬ 


plating  their  expiry,  before  their 
effects  began  to  be  felt.  Lord 
Lansdowne  supported  the  amend¬ 
ment.  On  a  division,  it  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  44 ;  the 
Contents  being  15,  and  the  Non- 
Contents  59- 

Both  the  bills  were  then  passed, 
and  on  the  1 1  th  of  F ebruary  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  assent. 

Two  other  measures  were 
brought  forward  and  were  carried 
through  parliament,  by  the  11th 
of  March,  subservient  to  the  same 
purpose  with  the  Insurrection  act. 
The  one  was  an  act  to  indemnify 
all  persons,  who,  since  the  1st  of 
November  preceding,  had  with  a 
view  to  the  preservation  of  the 
public  peace,  but  without  legal 
authority,  seized  or  detained  arms 
or  gunpowder.  The  other  en¬ 
deavoured  to  render  it  difficult 
for  the  disorderly  to  obtain  offen¬ 
sive  weapons  by  imposing  severe 
restrictions  on  the  importation  of 
arms,  gunpowder,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  into  Ireland,  on  the  manu¬ 
facturing  or  possession  of  these 
articles  in  it,  and  also  on  the  re¬ 
moval  of  them  from  one  place  in 
it  to  another.  No  person  was  to 
make,  or  import,  or  sell,  fire-arms 
or  gunpowder,  without  a  license 
from  the  lord-lieutenant  or  his  se¬ 
cretary  :  nor  was  any  person,  not 
licensed  as  a  dealer  in  the  article, 
to  have  in  his  possession  more  than 
two  pounds  weight  of  gunpowder, 
without  an  especial  license.  The 
dealers  in  gunpowder  could  not 
sell  more  than  two  pounds  weight, 
unless  the  purchaser  produced  his 
license ;  and  upon  it,  so  produced, 
they  were  required  to  indorse  the 
quantity  sold  to  him,  and  the  time 
when  the  sale  took  place.  A 
license  was  also  requisite  for  the 
removal  of  fire-arms  or  gunpowder 
from  one  place  to  another  :  and  no 
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person,  not  authorized  by  law  to 
keep  and  carry  arms,  was  to  be 
allowed  to  have  the  smallest  quan¬ 
tity  of  gunpowder  in  his  posses¬ 
sion.  These  were  the  principal 
provisions  of  the  act,  to  enforce 
which,  heavy  penalties  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  violation  of  them, 
and  many  subordinate  regulations 
were  introduced.  The  act  was  to 
be  in  force  for  seven  years.  It 
was  certainly  a  most  severe  mea¬ 
sure  of  preventive  police — more 
at  variance  with  the  principles  of 
liberty,  perhaps,  than  even  the 
Insurrection  act,  and,  from  innu¬ 
merable  difficulties  that  must  occur 
in  the  way  of  the  effectual  appli¬ 
cation  of  it,  not  likely  to  contri¬ 
bute  much  towards  the  extirpation 
of  the  peculiar  evils  which  afflicted 
Ireland.  It  passed,  however, 
through  both  Houses  without  ob¬ 
servation. 

The  Irish  government  availed 
itself  with  vigour,  yet  with  mo¬ 
deration,  of  the  additional  powers 
with  which  the  legislature  had 
armed  it  ;  and  proclamations  were 
from  time  to  time  issued,  placing 
under  the  cover  of  the  Insurrection 
act,  the  districts,  in  which  violent 
outrages  were  apprehended  or  had 
been  perpetrated.  The  local  autho¬ 
rities  and  the  military  continued 
to  exert  themselves  with  vigour  ; 
and  the  effect  was,  that  the  in¬ 
surgents  no  longer  dared  to  as¬ 
semble  in  such  large  bodies  as  in 
the  month  of  January,  nor  did 
they  venture  to  oppose  so  daring 
and  systematic  a  resistance  to  the 
police  and  the  troops.  Still  the 
country  remained  in  a  very  inse¬ 
cure  state  ;  and  the  evil,  if  it  no 
longer  raged  in  any  one  spot  with 
the  violence  which  it  had  exhibited 
in  the  county  of  Cork,  seemed 
even  to  be  extending  its  sphere  of 
operation.  Outrages  were  com¬ 


mitted  in  Waterford,  Wexford^ 
and  Carlow,  which  would  have 
excited  general  notice,  and  spread 
general  alarm  in  any  well-regu¬ 
lated  country,  but  which  seemed, 
and  indeed  with  good  reason,  to 
be  mere  trifles,  when  compared 
with  the  nightly  conflagrations, 
robberies,  and  assassinations,  of 
which  Limerick,*  Cork,  and  Tip¬ 
perary  still  continued  to  be  the 
scene.  The  county  of  Donegal 
in  the  North- was  in  a  state  not 
much  better.  The  cause  assigned 
for  the  bad  spirit  existing  there 
was  the  prevalence  of  the  practice 
of  illicit  distillation,  of  which  no 
fewer  than  seventy-three  persons 
were  convicted  at  the  Spring  as¬ 
sizes  for  that  county. 


*  Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to 
enter  into  details  of  the  outrages.  We 
have  already  gone  into  them  minutely 
enough  to  show  their  nature.  But 
we  give  the  following  extract  from  a 
Limerick  newspaper,  as  a  specimen  of' 
the  intelligence,  with  which  (and  with 
nothing  else)  the  Irish  Journals  were 
filled  day  after  day.  After  mentioning 
various  outrages  which  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  month  of  February,  the 
Limerick  News  subjoins  a  few  straggling- 
facts.  u  On  the  night  of  the  8th,  two 
sheep  were  killed,  and  36  carried  off 
from  the  lands  of  Castletown  Conyers 
—a  species  of  military  contribution. 
On  the  6th,  150  men  in  arms,  cut 
down  and  drew  avray  on  cars,  im¬ 
pressed  from  the  farmers  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  350  young  forest-trees  from  Bal- 
lyquile.  On  the  20th,  the  house  of 
Mr.  Standish  was  attacked ;  on  the 
19th,  a  tenant  of  lord  Clare  was  fired 
at  while  ploughing,  and  his  horse  shot. 
On  the  20th,  Patrick  Harrold,  with  a 
sum  of  money  in  his  pocket,  was  way¬ 
laid  by  men  with  blackened  faces — 
put  down  on  his  knees  to  be  shot,  and 
saved  by  the  accidental  approach  of  a 
horseman.  It  were  endless  to  enume¬ 
rate  all  that  we  read.  Near  Clonmell, 
two  notices  are  posted  up.  On  the 
23rd,  Dennis  Browne  was  shot  through 
the  heart,  in  defending  the  house  of 
his  master,  Mr.  Cox,  at  Ballynoe.'” 
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Though  the  perpetration  of 
crime  was  not  suppressed,  many 
of  the  guilty  had  been  seized ;  and 
a  special  commission  put  the  laws 
speedily  in  force  against  the  un¬ 
fortunate  wretches.  At  Lime¬ 
rick  and  Cork,  more  especially, 
the  calendar  of  crime  was  enor¬ 
mous.  At  the  latter  place,  it  pre¬ 
sented  on  the  day  of  opening 
the  commission  (the  l6th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary)  366  offenders.  Thirty- 
five  of  these  received  sentence  of 
death ;  and  some  of  them  were 
ordered  for  immediate,  others  for 
speedy  execution.  With  respect 
to  the  remainder,  baron  Mac  Clel- 
land,  the  officiating  judge,  inti¬ 
mated,  that  the  infliction  of  the 
vengeance  of  the  law  would,  in 
the  mean  time  be  suspended,  and 
that  their  ultimate  fate  would  de¬ 
pend  on  the  future  conduct  of  the 
peasantry.  If  the  district  were 
restored  to  tranquillity,  and  the 
surrender  of  arms  in  it  became 
general,  mercy  would  be  extended 
to  them ;  but  if  no  sure  signs  of 
returning  peace  appeared,  their 
doom  was  inevitable. 

The  assizes  followed  at  a  short 
interval,  when  similar  scenes  were 
again  repeated.  Many  were  con¬ 
victed,  and  not  a  few  were  ac¬ 
quitted.  It  is  a  melancholy  ob¬ 
servation,  which  we  are  obliged  to 
add,  that  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecutions  exhibited  in  some  in¬ 
stances  a  most  dangerous  prompti¬ 
tude  to  swear  so  as  to  convict,  which 
leaves  on  the  mind  of  the  reader 
of  the  proceedings  no  very  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  their  credibility, 
and  excites  in  him  the  painful 
(though  perhaps  mistaken)  appre¬ 
hension,  that  the  innocent  may 
have  often  suffered  with  the 
guilty.  At  Cork,  a  shop-keeper 
of  the  name  of  Heffernan,  re¬ 
ceived  sentence  of  death,  having 
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been  convicted  of  selling  gun-* 
powder  to  the  insurgents. 

After  the  application  of  all 
these  various  and  sharp  remedies, 
we  are  still  obliged  to  return  to 
the  same  chorus  : — the  burthen  of 
our  narrative  still  is — that  the 
evil  was  not  cured — that  it  was 
even  in  a  slight  degree  only  that 
it  was  allayed.  The  advancing 
season  of  the  year  naturally  threw 
a  great  and  insurmountable  ob¬ 
stacle  in  the  way  of  the  excesses 
of  the  disorderly :  for  their  opera¬ 
tions  were  not  such  as  could  be 
completed  in  a  very  short  time : 
they  had  to  assemble  from  a  dis¬ 
tance  ;  they  had  generally  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  company  over  a  considera¬ 
ble  space  :  they  had  to  perpetrate 
their  enormities ;  and  they  had  then 
to  disperse  and  seek  concealment. 
All  this  was  to  be  done ;  and  it 
could  be  done  safely,  only  under 
the  cover  of  night.  As  winter, 
therefore,  departed,  and  the  days 
lengthened,  and  the  nights  short¬ 
ened  with  the  coming  on  of  Spring, 
the  opportunity  of  committing 
outrages  was  diminished;  and  it 
was  consequently  to  be  expected, 
that  a  greater  degree  of  tranquil¬ 
lity  would  prevail.  This  expecta¬ 
tion  was  not  disappointed :  yet 
the  excesses,  that  continued  to  be 
perpetrated,  were  both  numerous 
and  atrocious.  Throughout  March, 
and  during  the  earlier  part  of 
April,  scarcely  a  newspaper  ap¬ 
peared,  which  did  not  record  some 
attacks  upon  houses,  some  wilful 
conflagrations,  or  some  unpro¬ 
voked  assassinations.*  The  com- 


*  We  give,  as  a  specimen,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  from  Kilkenny  of  the 
11th  of  April :  Kilkenny,  let  it  be  re¬ 
membered,  was  not  one  of  the  principal 
centres  or  scenes  of  disturbances : 

u  Kilkenny ,  April  11. — The  barony 
of  Knocktopher  continues  in  a  state  of 
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parative  improvement  v/as  most 
observable  in  those  districts.,  where 
the  evil  had  shortly  before  reached 
the  greatest  height ;  chiefly.,  be¬ 
cause  a  large  military  and  civil 
force  was  there  kept  in  constant 
action,  in  whose  presence  the  open 
acts  of  rebellion,  and  the  opera¬ 
tions  approaching  almost  to  those 
of  regular  warfare,  which  had 


disturbance.  On  Sunday  night  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  78th  Highlanders, 
in  garrison  here,  scoured  the  country 
in  that  direction  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  but  without  coming  in  contact 
with  the  marauders,  although  a  nu¬ 
merous  armed  body  of  these  ruffians 
visited  the  house  of  Michael  Deacon, 
in  that  barony,  on  the  same  night,  and 
for  the  fourth  time,  in  search  of  arms. 
The  fellows  placed  Mr.  Deacon  on  his 
knees,  and  threatened  with  dreadful 
imprecations  to  put  him  to  death  ;  but 
they  ultimately  retired  without  carry¬ 
ing  their  menaces  into  execution. 

“  After  the  fellows  taken  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Rochford,  were  brought  to  the 
.Bridewell  of  Newcastle,  one  of  them 
said,  in  the  most  careless  manner,  4 1 
know  I’ll  be  hanged  ;  but  I  don’t  care 
about  it,  as  I  shall  die  in  a  good  cause, 
for  the  benefit  of  my  country.’  When 
they  were  made  prisoners,  one  of  them 
threw  a  powder-horn,  full  of  gun¬ 
powder,  into  the  fire-place,  with  the 
intent  of  blowing  up  the  house  and  all 
who  were  in  it.  The  powder-horn  re¬ 
mained  there  for  some  time,  until  Mr. 
Furling  observing  it  lying  in  the 
ashes,  coolly  walked  to  the  spot,  and 
took  it  up  with  his  hand. 

44  On  Thursday  a  farmer,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nine  Mile  House, 
county  of  Tipperary,  was  shot  for 
having  disregarded  the  notices  which 
had  been  served  upon  him  by  order 
of  general  Rock.  On  Friday,  the  rev. 
John  Croker  of  Croom  Glebe,  a  ma¬ 
gistrate  of  Jhe  county  of  limerick, 
was  also  nearly  assassinated  by  two 
ruffians,  who  snapped  their  blunder¬ 
busses  at  him  while  he  was  travelling 
with  his  servant.  Both  the  pieces 
providentially  missed  fire.  The 
villains  were  shortly  afterwards  pur¬ 
sued,  but  effected  their  escape.” 


taken  place  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  could  not  be  attempted. 
The  southern  and  western  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Munster  had  been  brought 
into  apparently  better  order  ;  and 
Connaught  seemed  to  he  tolerably 
tranquil.  But  in  the  conterminous 
districts  of  Munster  and  Leinster, 
especially  in  Tipperary  and  Kil¬ 
kenny,  the  spirit  of  disorder  was 
little,  if  at  all  abated,  and  dis¬ 
played  itself  in  an  unbroken  series 
of  atrocities. 

According  to  the  representations 
of  those,  who  were  best  acquainted 
with  the  south  of  Ireland,  the  in¬ 
surgents  consisted  of  various  de¬ 
scriptions  of  men,  who,  though 
acting  in  concert  at  the  moment, 
were  influenced  by  very  different 
motives.  They  may  be  divided 
into  three  classes,  according  as  they 
were  chiefly  actuated  by  pecuniary 
distress — by  political  disaffection — • 
or  by  superstition.  Of  the  first 
class  there  were  many,  who,  by 
the  depression  of  farming  produce, 
had  been  reduced  from  the  rank  of 
substantial  yeomen  to  complete 
indigence.  By  the  custom  of 
letting  lands  in  perpetuity,  or  for 
very  long  periods  of  years,  many 
farmers  had  been  induced  to  ex¬ 
pend  their  whole  property  upon 
buildings  and  improvements  ;  cal¬ 
culating  upon  a  permanent  in¬ 
terest  in  farms,  for  which,  how¬ 
ever,  they  now  paid  full  rack- 
rents,  or  even  more.  These  men 
fell  in  readily  with  any  project 
likely  to  embroil  the  country  ; 
and,  by  the  share  of  education 
they  possessed,  unaccompanied  by 
correct  religious  sentiments,  be¬ 
came  at  once  the  ablest  and  the 
least  restrained  promoters  of  mis¬ 
chief.  The  second  class  consisted 
of  the  survivors  of  those,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  rebellion  of 
1798,  and  of  their  disciples.  These 
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patrons  of  Jacobinical  principles 
were  not  numerous.  Still,  how¬ 
ever,  a  few  of  them  remained, 
who  were  to  he  found  chiefly  in 
towns,  and  thence  carried  on  a 
correspondence  with  the  adjacent 
peasantry.  Some  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  were  said  to  have  quitted 
Cork  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
in  order  to  join  the  insurgents  on 
the  mountains,  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  to  the  westward  of  that  city. 
The  third  class  comprehended  the 
formidable  mass  of  ignorance  and 
bigotry,  which  is  diffused  through¬ 
out  the  whole  south  of  Ireland.  It 
consisted  of  persons,  who,  plunged 
in  ignorance,  and  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  few  fanatical  leaders, 
incited,  like  themselves,  by  artful 
predictions  of  the  approaching 
overthrow  of  the  Protestant  church 
and  constitution,  hoped  for,  and  were 
eager  to  contribute  to,  the  speedy 
arrival  of  that  event.  Publica¬ 
tions  had  been  long  circulated,  and 
one  such  in  the  year  1817,  fore¬ 
telling  the  extirpation  of  Pro¬ 
testants  in  1818  :  nor  were  these 
infatuated  devotees  to  popery  un¬ 
deceived  by  the  notorious  falsifi¬ 
cation  of  the  prophecies  employed 
for  their  delusion ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  were  still  quite  con¬ 
fident,  that  the  Protestant  name 
was  on  the  eve  of  final  extinction. 
The  prelates  and  upper  clergy  of 
the  Romish  church,  indeed,  held 
these  things  in  utter  contempt ; 
and  were  sufficiently  acute  to  see, 
that  their  best  security  lay  in  a 
steady  adherence  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  maintenance  of 
strict  subordination.  But  what 
could  they  do  ?  Superstition,  pre¬ 
tended  miracles,  and  legendary 
impostures,  were  interwoven  with 
the  very  essence  of  their  ecclesi¬ 
astical  system ;  and  some  of  the 
lower  clergy  countenanced  delu¬ 
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sions  and  abuses  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  their  public  ritual 
rendered  necessary.  Against  these 
men  the  prelates  dared  not  lift 
their  voices,  well  knowing  that  an 
infallible  church  cannot  disown 
that  upon  which  it  has  once  set 
the  stamp  of  orthodoxy  ;  and  that 
the  least  attempt  to  displace  one 
stone  in  the  edifice,  would  in¬ 
evitably  tend  to  its  total  destruc¬ 
tion. 

It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that 
the  pressure  of  tithes  and  taxes 
was  the  sole  or  principal  inciting 
cause  to  the  unhappy  tumults  and 
atrocities  that  disgraced  Ireland. 
These  might  doubtless  have  some 
influence  in  swelling  the  numbers 
of  the  first-mentioned  class  of  the 
disturbers  of  the  peace,  by  adding 
to  the  difficulties  of  men  who 
were  in  pecuniary  embarrassments. 
But,  even  in  this  respect,  their 
operation  was  over-rated.  Many 
species  of  agricultural  produce 
were  exempt  from  ecclesiastical 
claims  :  for  instance,  no  agistment 
tithe  was  paid ;  neither  was  any 
tithe  paid  of  calves,  lambs,  pigs, 
or  live  stock;  and  even  the  tith- 
able  articles — com,  hay,  and  pota¬ 
toes — were  not  rated  at  any  thing 
like  their  full  value.  With  regard 
to  taxes,  the  Irish  husbandman 
paid  none  to  the  state  directly : 
even  the  more  opulent  class  of 
farmers  were  exempt  from  direct 
taxation,  for,  having  seldom  more 
than  six  windows,  they  did  not  be¬ 
come  liable  to  the  window  duty. 
Nor,  indeed,  unless  they  used  to¬ 
bacco  or  fermented  liquors,  did 
they  even  pay  any  indirect  tax — - 
the  small  one  on  leather  excepted. 

At  the  same  time,  the  clamour 
about  taxes  was  not  groundless ; 
for,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
great  landed  proprietors,  the  im¬ 
portant  offices  of  grand  juror  and 
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justice  of  the  peace  were  often  filled 
by  inferior  persons,  by  whom  job¬ 
bing  was  practised  to  a  shameful 
extent,  and  local  charges  laid  on 
without  mercy.  When  the  con¬ 
stable  of  a  barony  came  to  levy 
these  rates,  the  poor  cotter-tenant, 
remembering  neither  the  mode  of 
their  assessment,  nor  the  uses  to 
which  they  were  to  be  applied 
(some  of  which  were  frequently 
most  unjustifiable),  considered 
himself  oppressed  by  taxes ;  and, 
feeling  that  the  levy  was  made  by 
legal  authority,  drew  no  kind  of 
distinction  between  this  proceed¬ 
ing,  and  the  proper  act  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  The  pressure  of  these 
local  assessments  was  rendered 
still  more  grievous,  by  the  circum¬ 
stance,  that  there  are  no  modern 
surveys  of  baronies  or  town  lands; 
so  that  it  often  happened,  that  a 
farm  of  300  acres  had  to  pay  as 
much  county  and  barony  rate,  as  a 
neighbouring  one  of  1,200  acres; 
both  in  an  equal  state  of  culture, 
and  equally  contiguous  to  the 
market. 

Many  persons,  who  had  much 
local  acquaintance  with  the  south¬ 


western  part  of  Ireland,  entertain-* 
ed  an  opinion,  and  seemingly  not 
without  reason,  that  the  disturb¬ 
ances  were  fermented,  and  the 
peasantry  stirred  up  to  insurrec¬ 
tion,  by  the  unprincipled  men  who 
carried  on  the  contraband  trade  in 
tobacco,  &c.,  upon  the  western 
coast ;  and  by  the  proprietors  of 
unlicensed  distilleries  in  some  re¬ 
mote  parts  of  the  county  of  Cork, 
who,  it  was  thought,  had  furnished 
the  peasantry  with  arms  and  am¬ 
munition,  in  order  that,  the  army 
being  kept  occupied  in  the  interior, 
they  might  prosecute  their  nefarious 
trade  with  less  interruption. 
Smuggling  had  been  carried  on 
with  an  effrontery  unmatched  at 
any  former  period ;  its  agents 
were  men,  who  shrunk  not  back 
from  perjury  and  murder ;  and 
they  had  numberless  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  bringing  in  from  Holland 
and  France  supplies  of  military 
stores,  which  they  could  easily 
land  in  Bantry-bay,  and  the  other 
deep  bays  of  the  western  coast* 
where  the  country  was  thinly  in¬ 
habited,, 
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CHAP.  III. 

Famine  in  Connaught  and  Munster — Comparative  tranquillity  of  the 
Country — The  causes  of  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  Famine,  and  of 
its  being  confined  to  particidar  districts — Measures  adopted  by  Par - 
liament  and  by  the  Irish  Government ,  for  the  mitigation  of  the  Famine 
— General  Contributions  and  Subscriptions  in  London ,  and  every  part 
of  England — Application  of  the  Subscriptions  to  relieve  the  Distress 
— Appropriation  of  the  Surplus — j Renewal  (f  the  Insurrection  Act — - 
Grounds  alleged  for  the  necessity  of  this  Measure — Objections  to  it — ■ 
Provisions  of  the  Constabulary  Act — Debate  on  this  Bill — It  is  op¬ 
posed  by  Mr.  C.  Grant — Provisions  of  the  Act  concerning  Leases  of 
Irish  Tithes — Mr.  Hume’s  Motion  on  Irish  Tithes — Sir  John  New - 
port’s  Amendment — Lord  Lansdown  s  Motion  on  the  state  of  Ireland 
— His  views  opposed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Liverpool — 
The  Disturbances  in  Munster  increase — Changes  in  the  Irish  Magis¬ 
tracy — Anti- Orange  Policy  of  Lord  Wellesley — His  Unpopularity  in 
Dublin — He  is  insulted  in  the  Theatre — Legal  Proceedings— Re¬ 
marks  on  Lord  Wellesley  s  Policy. 


TOWARDS  the  end  of  April, 
the  disturbed  districts  began 
to  exhibit  an  aspect  of  tolerable 
quiet.  But  as  one  evil  disappeared, 
another,  scarcely  less  terrible, 
spread  suffering  and  dismay.  In 
consequence  of  the  heavy  and  in¬ 
cessant  rains  of  the  preceding  year, 
the  potatoes  had  decayed  and 
perished  in  the  ground,  so  that  a 
considerable  part  of  that  crop  was 
lost.  The  deficient  supply,  how¬ 
ever,  of  this  vegetable,  which  con¬ 
stitutes  the  staple  food  of  the  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  South  of  Ireland, 
attracted  little  attention.  The 
peasantry  consumed  as  usual,  so 
long  as  their  stores  lasted ;  each 
saying  to  himself  probably,  that 
when  his  own  supply  was  ex¬ 
hausted,  he  should  buy  more  with 
the  earnings  of  his  labour.  The 
stock,  which  they  had,  began  to 
draw  towards  an  end,  and  they 
Vol.  LXIV. 


now  found  that  the  market  afforded 
them  no  relief.  The  usual  price 
of  potatoes  was  from  a  penny  to 
three-half-pence  per  stone.  By 
the  middle  of  April,  the  price  had 
risen  to  6^d.  Potatoes  being  too 
dear  to  be  purchased,  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  oatmeal  was  increased ; 
and  happy  was  the  peasant  who 
could  obtain  one  scanty  repast  a 
day ;  that  repast  consisting  of  oat-* 
meal  and  water.  Oatmeal  soon 
rose  in  price,  and,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  this  resource  failed 
them  too.  Before  the  beginning 
of  May,  the  whole  provinces  of 
Connaught  and  Munster,  were  in  a 
state  of  actual  starvation.  The 
peasantry,  leaving  their  cabins  and 
the  little  allotments  of  potato 
ground  which  were  their  usual 
source  of  lazy  subsistance,  crowded 
into  the  villages  in  the  vain  hope 
of  finding  employment  where  there 
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was  no  demand  for  their  labour,  or 
of  being  relieved  by  the  charity  of 
those,  who  were  not  far  removed 
from  a  state  of  suffering  equal  to 
their  own.  There  was  scarcely  a 
town  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  the 
streets  of  which  were  not  filled 
with  hundreds  of  able-bodied  men, 
wandering  in  quest  of  food  or  of 
any  means  of  obtaining  wherewith 
to  purchase  it.  The  distress  reach¬ 
ed  far  beyond  the  lowest  class. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  sir 
Edward  O’Brien,  one  third  of  the 
respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Clare,  were  reduced  to  a 
condition  little  short  of  complete 
starvation ;  and  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  counties,  more  especially  Cork, 
Limerick,  Kerry,  Mayo,  Roscom¬ 
mon,  and  Sligo,  were  in  a  similar 
situation.  One  effect  of  the  famine, 
which  threatened  to  extend  its 
mischievous  influence  beyond  the 
actual  moment,  and  to  add  to  pre¬ 
sent  suffering  the  destruction  of 
the  hope  of  the  future,  was,  that, 
under  the  all-constraining  power 
of  hunger,  the  poor  cottager  con¬ 
sumed  as  food,  that  last  remainder 
of  his  stock  of  potatos  which 
should  have  served  him  as  seed  for 
the  ensuing  year.  In  some  parts, 
as  in  Kerry,  it  was  calculated,  that 
not  one-fourth  of  the  usual  quan¬ 
tity  of  ground  was  planted.  There 
was  felt,  also,  a  considerable  scar¬ 
city  of  hay ;  and  hence  there  re¬ 
sulted  a  great  mortality  among  the 
cattle.  Typhus  fever,  too,  the 
usual  concomitant  of  famine,  soon 
began  to  spread  its  ravages :  and, 
by  a  sad  alternation  of  misery,  the 
districts,  which  a  few  weeks  be¬ 
fore  had  been  the  theatre  of  nightly 
assassination  and  plunder,  now 
presented  a  horrid  scene  of  famine 
and  disease.* 


It  is,  however,  not  a  little 
striking,  that  the  approach  of  the 
most  formidable  of  evils,  seems  to 
have  operated  as  a  queller  of  the 
spirit  of  disorder,  rather  than  as 
an  exciter ;  for  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  distress  in  its  utmost 
severity,  very  few  (and  these  com¬ 
paratively  slight  infractions  of  the 
law)  were  heard  of.  It  is  true, 
that  the  season  of  the  year  was 
that  which  was  the  least  suitable 
for  deeds  of  violence,  and  that  the 
military  and  civil  authorities  con¬ 
tinued  to  watch  vigilantly  over 
the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace.  Perhaps,  too,  the  scarcity 
of  food  rendered  it  much  more 
difficult  for  the  organizers  of  mis¬ 
chief  to  carry  on  their  plans.  The 
peasantry  could  no  longer  with¬ 
draw  into  the  more  remote  and 
thinly-peopled  tracts:  they  were 
forced  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
towns  and  villages,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  hands  of  magis¬ 
trates,  and  committees,  and  cor¬ 
porate  bodies,  the  alms  by  which 
alone  they  had  any  chance  of  sus¬ 
taining  life.  The  fact,  however, 
from  whatever  source  emanating, 
proves  amply,  that  though  the 
pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the 
farmers  may  have  contributed  to 
the  preceding  disorders,  yet  dis¬ 
tress,  taken,  as  that  word  generally 
is,  to  denote  difficulty  on  the  part 
of  the  population  in  finding  ne¬ 
cessary  subsistence,  could  have  had 
little  or  no  share  in  producing 
them. 

Such  an  event  as  that  of  the 
sudden  apparition  of  a  devouring 
famine  in  a  particular  district, 
while  the  rest  of  the  country  en¬ 
joys  tolerable  plenty,  is  apt  to  ex¬ 
cite  no  little  wonder  in  those  who 
have  been  accustomed  to  the  hap- 


*  We  subjoin  a  few  specimens  of  the  details,  which  for  weeks  continued 
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pier  constitution  of  society  in  Eng-  lity  prevailed  at  first,  in  the  minds 
land ;  and  some  degree  of  incredu-  of  many,  with  respect  to  the  rea- 


to  fill  the  Irish  newspapers :  may  the 
time  soon  arrive  when  they  may  be 
regarded  as  curious  memorials  of  a 
state  of  society,  which  men  will  look 
back  to  with  surprise,  and  wonder  how 
it  should  ever  have  existed. 

County  Clare.  Ennis ,  April  29. 
In  a  populous  parish  in  the  west  of 
this  county,  after  the  congregation 
were  dismissed  from  mass,  several  of 
them  were  inquiring  what  crimes  were 
punishable  by  confinement,  for  they 
were  willing  by  such  means  to  procure 
subsistence  even  in  the  gaol. — Clare 
Journal. 

Barony  of  Inchiquin — 3,609  indivi¬ 
duals  totally  destitute  of  provisions, 
and  without  the  means  of  purchasing. 
This  number  will  be  increased  to 
5,000  in  another  month,  with  not  the 
most  remote  prospect  of  repaying  any 
thing  given  by  way  of  loan. 

Barony  of  Bunratty,  parish  of  Phe- 
nagh — 555  persons  requiring  imme¬ 
diate  assistance.  Several  families 
living  on  one  scanty  meal  in  the  day 
for  the  last  month ;  many  of  their 
families  in  a  state  of  starvation  ;  seven 
members  of  one  family  confined  in 
typhus  fever,  without  any  means  of 
support. 

Parishes  of  Bunratty  and  Dromline 
—666  inhabitants  destitute  of  subsist¬ 
ence,  or  the  means  of  procuring  food, 
of  whom  one  half  will  be  able  to  repay 
in  harvest. 

Parishes  of  Killintinan  and  Killeely 
— 1,247  in  absolute  want  of  food  at 
present,  one  half  of  whom  would  be 
able  to  repay  a  loan. 

Parish  of  Finloe— contains  817  per¬ 
sons,  696  of  whom  are  in  absolute 
want  of  food,  and  if  not  supplied,  either 
gratuitously,  or  by  labour,  they  must 
starve. 

Parish  of  Kilnasula — 600  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  immediate  assistance,  two- 
thirds  of  whom  are  paupers,  the  re¬ 
maining  third  are  able  to  purchase  pro¬ 
visions  at  reduced  prices,  and  repay  in 
harvest. 

Barony  of  Clonderalaw — 13,000  in 
actual  want  of  food  and  seed  potatoes. 

Parishes  of  Kilmaley,  Kilconry, 
and  Clonlahon — 1,500  requiring  as¬ 
sistance;  one-third  in  absolute  want 


of  food  at  present;  one-third  of  the 
whole  able  to  repay  something. 

Union  of  Quin — 3,600  individuals 
at  present  in  want  of  food,  one-third 
only  able  to  repay  in  harvest. 

Half  Barony  of  Tulla — 7,552  in  ab¬ 
solute  want  of  provisions  and  have  no 
means  of  purchasing,  of  whom  3,213 
would  be  able  to  repay  something. 

Barony  of  Ibrickane — 5,000  without 
any  means  whatever  of  purchasing 
food— this  number  will  be  consider¬ 
ably  increased. 

Baronies  of  Corcomroe  and  Burren 
— 10,000;  this  number  must  increase 
as  the  season  advances. 

Clare-abbey — 1,179  inhabitants  have 
applied  to  the  committee  for  assistance, 
many  of  whom  have  been  reduced  to 
one  meal  a  day  for  a  considerable  time. 
On  the  church  door  of  the  parish  the 
following  notice  was  found  the  Sunday 
previous  to  Easter  :  we  give  it  verba¬ 
tim  and  without  any  alteration  in 
orthography : — 

“  Good  charitable  Quality.” 

“  The  poor  inhabitants  of  Clare  is 
actily  starving  living  on  one  meal  in 
the  day  and  that  same  a  bad  meal,  we 
are  in  hopes  ye  will  doe  something  for 
us  out  of  hand,  we  will  actily  Die  with 
hunger  If  ye  Dont  luck  to  us  out  of 
hand  as  them  that  has  a  little  family 
must  Rob  before  The  die  with  hunger 
before  their  Face,  As  the  are  half 
Dead  before.” 

There  have  been  several  instances 
of  wretched  families  driven  to  the 
necessity  of  killing  their  only  cow  for 
food,  from  the  cries  of  their  starving 
children,  and  having  no  other  means 
of  appeasing  their  hunger.  The 
typhus  fever,  has  made  its  appearance 
in  several  parts  of  the  country. 

Galway,  April  27. — The  distress 
of  the  poor  increases  daily  —  new 
groups  of  beggars  are  constantly  to  be 
seen  arriving  from  the  country,  prin¬ 
cipally  from  the  westward.  No  spot 
upon  the  face  of  the  habitable  globe 
presents  such  a  scene  of  misery,  want, 
and  wretchedness,  as  this  town  does 
at  present. 

Many  are  now  affected  with  that 
kind  of  fever  which  is  ever  attendant 
upon  a  want  of  food,  and  each  day 
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lity  of  the  extreme  and  universal 
misery  in  which  Munster  and 


records  some  death  after  a  very  short 
illness. — Advertiser. 

April  28. — The  price  of  potatoes 
this  day  was  eight  pence  per  stone. 
The  situation  of  the  poor  is  really  de¬ 
plorable.  There  are  many  bad  cases 
of  fever,  too,  in  the  Fever  Hospital. — 
Chronicle. 

Cast  lee  ar,  April  25. — The  com¬ 
mittee  for  managing  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  this  town,  have 
come  to  a  resolution  to  distribute 
bread  for  a  month  at  least,  which  they 
are  to  purchase  at  three  halfpence  and 
to  sell  at  one  halfpenny  per  lb. 

Limerick,  April  26.' — Our  hearts 
bleed  within  us  at  the  terrific  aspect 
before  us  of  a  scarcity.  Potatos  are 
at  present  almost  at  a  famine  price ; 
sixpence  a  stone  in  our  present  dis¬ 
tressed  and  impoverished  state  is 
equal  to  1.9.  6d.  a  few  years  since.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  counties  are  in  a  most  deplor¬ 
able  state,  far,  far  worse  than  our  own. 

• — Telegraph. 

Tralee,  May  9.— .The  poor  of  this 
county  are  actually  perishing  of 
hunger !  And,  bad  as  it  is  with  the 
poor  in  our  town,  it  is  much  ivorse 
in  the  country.  We  know  that  many 
have  already  died  of  famine.—  Western 
Herald. 

Cork,  May  9. — Already  has  starv¬ 
ation  commenced  its  work  in  Skibbe- 
reen  ;  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  un¬ 
happy  beings  fainting  in  the  streets 
for  want  of  food.  Flocks  of  starving 
people  from  the  surrounding  country 
add,  by  their  daily  increase,  to  the 
wretchedness  of  the  town. — Southern 
Reporter. 

County  of  Cork. — On  the  16th  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  parish  of  Fermoy  took  place,  and 
it  was  resolved — 

“  That  from  the  very  high  price  of 
potatoes  and  meal,  from  the  want  of 
employment,  and  other  local  causes, 
considerable  distress  at  present  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood, 
which  is  likely  to  continue  until  next 
harvest. 

‘  That,  by  a  late  census  taken  of 


Connaught  were  represented  to  be 
plunged.  The  wonder,  however* 


the  population  of  the  town  of  Fermoy, 
they  exceed  5,000  persons ;  and  the 
immediate  neighbourhood,  who  will 
require  food  in  this  market,  may  be 
estimated  at  as  many  more  ;  one-third 
at  least  of  whom  are  reduced  to  the 
greatest  misery  and  distress,  arising 
from  the  above  causes,  not  having  any 
visible  means  of  support.” 

[From  the  Western  Herald .} 

County  of  Kerry.  • —  Tralee, 
May  18. — We  are  grieved  to  say  that, 
in  addition  to  the  present  scarcity  and 
general  distress,  the  ravages  of  pesti¬ 
lence  and  disease  are  spreading  dread¬ 
fully  in  this  county.  Typhus  fever, 
the  horrible  though  natural  attendant 
on  unwholesome  and  scanty  food  and 
griping  poverty,  now  begins  to  rage 
amongst  our  starving  population.  Our 
Fever  Hospital  is  crowded ;  and 
shortly,  miserable  wretches,  sinking 
under  famine  and  disease,  wall  be  seen 
perishing  in  our  streets  and  highways, 
unless  the  evil  be  speedily  checked 
by  the  hand  of  judicious  benevolence; 
and  of  this  we  have  now  every  hope 
and  expectation. 

County  of  Sligo. — A  malignant 
fever  has  appeared  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  town  of  Sligo.  In  the 
parish  of  Drumeriff  there  are  2,000 
families  dependent  on  the  supply  of 
the  market,  and  what  is  worse,  they 
have  no  funds  to  purchase  food.  The 
committee  at  Sligo,  on  Saturday,  dis¬ 
tributed  about  20  tons  of  potatos, 
which  had  arrived  from  Coleraine,  for 
seed ;  and  they  took  the  precaution  to 
cut  them,  that  they  might  not  be 
used  for  food. 

County  of  Clare. — The  village 
of  Tulla  presents  a  most  melancholy 
spectacle  at  present.  Not  a  part  of  it 
but  is  crowded  with  persons  in  the 
utmost  wretchedness,  coming  from  all 
parts  of  the  barony  to  purcnase  oat¬ 
meal.  The  committee  have  been 
serving  it  out  from  six  in  the  morning 
until  five  in  the  evening,  and  one  half 
of  the  poor  are  not  supplied  during 
that  period.  The  purchasers  are  so 
urgent  in  their  supplications,  that  it 
is  with  the  utmost  difficulty  they  can 
be  restrained  by  the  police  and  yeo- 
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will  vanish  when  the  peculiarities 
on  the  situation  of  the  Irish  pea¬ 
santry  are  considered. 

The  Irish  peasantry,  especially 
in  those  provinces,  for  the  most 
part  do  not  buy  their  food.  There 
is  not  a  constant  demand  for  labour 
in  the  country,  sufficient  to  afford 
them  annual  wages.  Whatever 
money  they  receive  for  work,  is 
expended  in  clothing  (and  that 
poor  and  scanty)  for  the  family : 
the  pig  in  most  instances  pays  the 
rent.  An  acre  of  potatos  is  in 
lieu  of  bread  and  meat :  and  thrice 
happy  is  he,  who  has  an  acre  or 
two  more  of  ground  to1  furnish 
hare  pasturage  to  a  lean  cow, 
which  may  enable  him  to  help  out 
the  morsel  of  dry  potato,  with  the 
luxury  of  half  a  pint  of  milk  to 
each  of  his  children.  Thus  situated, 
if  in  an  arid  summer  the  roots  of 
the  potato  do  not  swell  and  multi¬ 
ply,  or  if  in  an  early  and  inclement 
winter,  the  frost  nips,  or  excessive 
moisture  rots  them — what  is  there 
to  save  the  unfortunate  people 
from  famine  ?  They  cannot  go  to 
market,  to  avail  themselves  of  an 
abundance  of  potatos  imported 
from  Lancashire  or  Scotland ;  for 
they  have  not  one  farthing  of  wages 
saved,  nor  is  there  a  demand  for 
labour  in  the  country.  The  pigs, 
on  which  the  payment  of  the  rent 
depends,  are  starved  like  the  rest 
of  the  family,  by  the  failure  of 
their  common  harvest  :  the  cow  is 
sold,  to  procure  the  price  of  pota¬ 
tos  ;  there  is  no  liquid  for  the 
miserable  creatures  but  water ; 
and  when  4/.  or  5/.,  the  utmost 
market  value  of  a  poor  man’s  cow, 
has  been  consumed,  what  resource 


manry,  who  are  called  in  for  the  pur- 
ose.  Upwards  of  1,0682.  have  already 
een  subscribed  in  this  town  and  its 
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then  remains  to  him  ?  To  what 
species  of  food  can  he  have  re¬ 
course  as  a  substitute  ?  The  Eng¬ 
lish  labourer,  whose  staple  food  is 
wheat,  finds  himself,  during  a 
scarcity,  in  a  situation  widely  dif¬ 
ferent  :  and  a  general  deficiency  of 
the  wheat  harvest,  with  us,  is  a 
much  less  terrible  calamity,  than 
the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  in 
Ireland.  Wheat  is  an  article  of 
superior  quality  to  oats,  barley,  or 
potatos,  and  of  higher  price  than 
all  or  any  of  them.  Wheat  is 
food  of  the  highest  price  and  qua¬ 
lity  ;  potatos  of  the  lowest.  It  is 
almost  physically  impossible — it  is 
at  least  a  circumstance  so  rare,  as 
to  be  excluded  from  among  the 
ordinary  data  of  calculation — that 
all  these  articles  of  human 
consumption  should  be  at  once 
affected  by  the  same  season.  The 
weather  which  is  unfavourable  to 
any  one  of  them,  is  generally 
favourable  to  some  of  the  rest.  If 
there  is  a  deficiency  in  oats  or  po¬ 
tatos,  the  English  labourer  has  still 
his  wheaten  bread:  or  if  it  is  wheat 
that  is  affected  by  the  scarcity,  he 
can  still  descend  from  his  accus¬ 
tomed  luxury  — -  to  the  use  of 
barley,  rye,  or  oats — or,  finally,  to 
potatos,  with  no  other  injury  than 
a  diminution  of  daily  comfort ;  for 
on  the  worst  of  these  vegetables, 
life  and  health  may  be  supported. 
But  the  Irishman,  whose  potatos 
abandon  him,  can  descend  no 
lower  in  the  scale  of  diet.  He 
cannot  give  the  market  price,  and 
offer  to  purchase  the  potatos  which 
he  has  been  unable  to  raise  :  how, 
then,  can  he  purchase  barley,  or 
wheat,  or  oats — all  essentially 


vicinity  for  the  relief  of  our  brethren 
in  the  south  and  west.— Belfast  Chro¬ 
nicle . 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


38] 

dearer  than  that  article)  from 
which  his  poverty  already  debars 
him  ? 

Such  was  the  general  nature, 
such  the  origin  and  course  of  this 
terrible  visitation  which  afflicted 
Ireland.  It  appeared  suddenly ; 
because  as  each  peasant  raised  his 
own  food  on  his  own  little  piece  of 
ground,  the  deficiency  of  the  sup¬ 
ply  was  not  indicated,  nor  the  con¬ 
sumption  checked  in  time,  by  an 
early  rise  in  the  market  price.  It 
was  confined  to  certain  districts ; 
both  because  the  potato  crop  had 
failed  more  decidedly  there  than 
elsewhere,  and  because  potatos 
constituted  more  exclusively  there 
the  food  of  the  population,  than  in 
many  parts  of  Ulster  and  Leinster. 
It  continued  its  ravages,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  abundant  supply  of 
food  in  the  markets  of  the  adjacent 
provinces  ,*  because  the  peasants  of 
Connaught  and  Munster  could  not 
pay  the  money  price  which  oats 
and  potatos  usually  bore  in  those 
markets,  and  consequently,  these 
commodities  would  not,  by  the 
spontaneous  course  of  commerce  be 
brought  from  places,  whose  opu¬ 
lence  ensured  them  an  advantage¬ 
ous  sale,  to  a  quarter  where  the 
inhabitants,  though  starving,  had 
nothing  to  give  for  the  food  which 
might  save  them  from  the  jaws  of 
death.  Lastly,  the  famine — thus 
sudden  in  its  appearance— rthus 
circumscribed  as  by  a  magic  circle 
in  its  sphere  of  operation— thus 
irremediable  by  the  spontaneous 
course  of  things,  raged  with  ex¬ 
treme  severity  in  respect  both  of 
the  sufferings  and  of  the  numbers 
of  its  victims ;  partly,  because  the 
population  being  even  in  ordinary 
times  reduced  far  below  the  level 
of  easy  subsistence,  every  morsel 
now  withheld  from  them  was,  not 


a  mere  diminution  of  comfort,  but 
a  subtraction  from  the  minimum  of 
human  subsistence  ;  not  the  denial 
of  a  luxury,  but  the  destruction  of 
life;  and  partly,  because,  almost 
the  whole  population  consisting  of 
those  who  lived  by  manual  labour, 
and  those  who  were  placed  in 
easy  circumstances  being  very  few, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
that  class  among  us,  nearly  all 
belonged  to  the  ranks  of  the  suf¬ 
ferers,  and  there  were  scarcely  any, 
who  from  their  own  superfluities 
could  administer  to  the  wants  of 
their  neighbours. 

When  the  scarcity  of  food  be¬ 
gan  to  be  very  apparent,  the 
gentry  immediately  addressed  re¬ 
presentations  on  the  subject,  to  the 
Irish  government.  Clare  was  one 
of  the  districts  in  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  the  earliest,  and  at  the 
assizes  for  that  county,  it  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  grand  jury. 
The  result  of  their  deliberations 
was,  an  application  to  the  lord 
lieutenant,  and  the  amount  of  the 
relief  claimed  for  that  single  coun¬ 
ty,  was  no  less  than  four  hundred 
thousand  pounds.  The  Irish  go¬ 
vernment  proceeded  with  equal 
humanity  and  prudence.  They 
knew  that  it  was  impossible  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  subsisting  a  whole  people, 
and  that  to  pretend  to  do  so  would 
produce  nothing  but  mischief. 
But  they  immediately  took  proper 
means  to  ascertain  in  a  detailed 
form,  the  degree  of  distress  which 
existed  or  was  apprehended,  and  to 
what  extent  the  gentry  could  or 
would  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
the  peasantry.  A  committee  was 
then  formed  in  Dublin,  by  the 
order  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  for 
the  purpose  of  communicating  with 
the  districts  in  which  the  greatest 
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pressure  was  felt;  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  a  sum  of  2 5(1,000/.  * 
which  by  former  acts  was  left  in 
his  excellency’s  hands  to  meet  con¬ 
tingencies  that  might  occur,  was 
placed  at  their  disposal.  En¬ 
gineers  were  sent  to  see  what 
works  could  be  undertaken,  that 
would  afford  occupation  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  by  means  of  the  funds 
thus  supplied,  many  improvements 
of  a  local  and  private  nature  were 
begun.  The  labour  thus  called 
into  action  was  not  for  the  most 
part  of  any  considerable  immediate 
use’;  but  it  was  a  channel  by  which 
food  was  distributed  among  those 
who  must  otherwise  have  perished. 
To  augment  the  means  of  relief,  a 
farther  sum  of  250,000/.  Irish  cur¬ 
rency,  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Irish  government ;  and  they 
were  likewise  empowered  to  ad¬ 
vance  money  for  the  undertaking 
or  completion  of  any  work,  public 
or  private,  on  the  security  of  the 
rates  thence  arising  or  expected  to 
arise.  The  gentry  of  the  country 
too,  and  the  different  public  bodies, 
exerted  themselves  zealously  in 
contributing  funds  for  the  allevia¬ 
tion  of  the  evil,  and  in  applying 
them  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner. 

Probably,  however,  more  was 
done  towards  the  mitigation  of  the 
distress  by  the  spontaneous  charity 
of  Great  Britain,  than  by  any 
other  means.  When  the  misery, 
that  pervaded  Munster  and  Con¬ 
naught,  became  known  here,  every 
heart  overflowed  with  sympathy, 
and  almost  every  purse  was  opened. 
A  committee  was  formed  in  Lon¬ 
don,  which,  from  the  subscriptions 
of  individuals,  had  soon  munificent 
funds  at  its  commands.  The  ex¬ 
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ample  of  the  metropolis  was  every¬ 
where  imitated ;  nor  was  there  a 
town  of  any  note  in  the  island, 
which  did  not  hold  its  public  meet¬ 
ings  for  promoting  the  success  of 
this  labour  of  love.  Those,  who 
were  not  rich  enough  to  come  for¬ 
ward  as  individual  subscribers, 
found  opportunities  of  obeying  the 
impulse  of  humanity  in  the  col¬ 
lections  which  were  made  in  the 
churches.  The  theatres  too,  and 
the  various  places  of  amusement 
volunteered  their  services  for  the 
same  good  cause ;  but  it  was  a 
somewhat  curious  result,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  a  splendid 
fete  given  at  the  Opera-house,  and 
honoured  by  the  presence  of  his 
majesty,  this  source  of  charity 
proved  altogether  unproductive. 
The  sums  collected  for  admission 
were  barely  sufficient  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  entertainment ;  so 
that  there  was  never  anything  left 
for  the  purposes  of  charity.  The 
people  contributed  directly  for  the 
relief  of  their  fellow  subjects,  with 
a  noble  munificence  ;  but  they  did 
not  appear  inclined  to  contribute 
indirectly  through  the  medium 
of  a  theatre.  The  amusements 
of  luxury  did  not  accord  well,  in 
their  minds,  with  the  works  of 
charity :  the  price  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  a  sensual  pleasure, 
could  never,  in  their  eyes,  be  alms 
given  to  the  poor. 

The  committees  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  country  corresponded 
with  that  in  London,  and  re¬ 
mitted  to  it  the  sums  which  they 
collected.  The  total  amount  of 
contributions,  exceeded  250,000/. ; 
and  the  diligence  and  prudence 
exerted  in  the  application  of  the 
fund  were  not  less  praiseworthy, 
than  the  generous  feeling  which 
had  created  it.  The  London  com¬ 
mitted  established  communications 
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with  active  individuals,  with  com¬ 
mittees,  and  with  public  bodies  in 
the  different  quarters  of  the  dis¬ 
tressed  part  of  Ireland,  and  ad¬ 
ministered  everywhere  the  relief 
that  was  most  appropriate.  Where 
there  was  food  enough  in  the 
neighbouring  markets,  and  all  that 
was  wanted  was  money  to  purchase 
it,  money  was  remitted :  where 
money  would  not  have  been  suffi¬ 
cient,  potatos,  oats,  and  other 
cheap  species  of  food,  were  pur¬ 
chased  and  conveyed  with  dili¬ 
gence  to  the  scene  of  suffering. 

By  all  these  different  means, 
but  most  of  all,  by  the  efficacious 
exertions  of  British  charity,  the 
ravages  of  famine  were  arrested ; 
so  that  the  first  dawning  of  the 
evil  was  the  period  of  the  greatest 
suffering,  and  its  severity  became 
less,  as  its  duration  was  prolonged. 
Had  Ireland  been  left  to  herself,  or 
had  she  been  united  to  a  country 
less  opulent  than  England,  or  less 
trained  up  to  habits  of  munificent 
benevolence,  it  is  impossible  to 
conceive  the  extent  of  the  horrors 
that  must  have  followed.  In  the 
month  of  June,  there  were  in  the 
county  of  Clare  alone  (the  whole 
population  of  which,  is  little  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand), 
99;  63  9  persons,  subsisting  on 
charity  from  hour  to  hour ;  in 
Cork,  there  were  122,000  indivi¬ 
duals  in  the  same  situation ;  and 
in  the  city  of  Limerick,  out  of  a 
population  of  67,000,  there  were 
20,000  who  had  not  a  morsel  to 
eat  except  what  pity  gave.  The 
magnitude  of  the  relief  afforded, 
may  be  estimated  by  such  facts ; 
but  the  extent  of  that  relief,  great 
as  it  was,  is  a  very  inadequate 
measure  of  the  horrors  and  misery 
which  it  averted. 

The  approach  of  the  new  crop 
of  potatos  put  an  end  to  this  terrL 


ble  visitation,  in  the  beginning  of 
Autumn.  The  London  committee 
continued  its  sittings  and  its  acti¬ 
vity  throughout  the  whole  of 
August :  and  in  September  it  ter¬ 
minated  its  labours.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  liberality  with  which 
they  had  distributed  food  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  the  Western  part 
of  Ireland,  there  remained  unem¬ 
ployed  a  surplus  of  many  thousand 
pounds.  The  sums  sent  to  Ire¬ 
land  had  been  so  large,  as  to  leave 
in  the  hands  of  the  archbishop 
of  Tuam,  3  or  4,000/.  unappro¬ 
priated,  and  a  sum  of  nearly  equal 
amount,  in  the  hands  of  other  in¬ 
dividuals  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  in  this  benevolent 
work.  In  addition  to  this  surplus 
of  the  remittances  sent  to  Ireland, 
the  committee  at  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don- tavern  found,  on  winding  up 
their  accounts,  that  they  had  still 
at  their  disposal  considerable  funds. 
It  therefore  became  a  subject  of 
deliberation,  how  this  balance  might 
be  best  appropriated :  and  it  was 
disposed  of  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner: — 5,000/.  was  voted  for  pro¬ 
viding  and  distributing  necessary 
articles  of  clothing  for  the  poor  in 
the  distressed  parts  of  Ireland, 
with  the  view  of  contributing  to 
their  comfort  and  health  during 
the  ensuing  Autumn  and  Winter  ; 
5,000/.  more  was  voted  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  the  fisheries  along 
the  coast  of  that  part  of  Ireland 
where  the  distress  was  lately  so 
prevalent,  and  where,  from  the 
want  of  employment,  its  recurrence 
might  be  apprehended,, if  a  stimulus 
were  not  given  to  the  industry  of 
the  poor.  The  facilities  for  fishing 
afforded  by  nature  on  the  Western 
coast  of  Ireland,  are  great,  and 
the  advantages  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  district,  as  well  as  to  the 
empire  generally,  from  the  promo- 
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tion  of  that  branch  of  industry,  are 
obvious.  Yet,  on  several  parts  of 
the  coast,  the  poor  people,  in 
endeavouring  to  obtain  their  sub¬ 
sistence  from  the  ocean,  still  use 
the  small  wicker  boat  covered  with 
hides,  which  is  among  the  first  in¬ 
ventions  of  the  lowest  state  of 
social  existence.  Besides  these 
two  sums,  the  large  one  of  40,000/. 
was  voted  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  linen  manufacture  in  the 
Southern  provinces ;  and  was  to 
be  applied  more  especially,  in 
fostering  those  younger  and  coarser 
branches  of  the  trade,  which  must 
necessarily  be  first  cultivated,  with 
a  view  to  its  future  success  in 
higher  branches.  A  sum  of  8,000/. 
was  also  voted  for  the  general  pur¬ 
pose  of  improving  the  condition  of 
the  Irish  poor.  The  last  appro¬ 
priation  consisted  of  3,000/.,  voted 
to  two  associations  of  ladies  which 
had  been  recently  formed  for  the 
relief  and  employment  of  the  lower 
classes  in  the  sister  country. 

The  Insurrection  act,  and  that 
for  the  suspension  of  the  efficacy 
of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  were  to 
expire  on  the  first  of  August ;  no 
committal  had  taken  place  under 
the  latter  of  these  acts;  and  no 
renewal  of  it  was  sought :  but  the 
continuance  of  the  additional 
powers  conferred  by  the  former, 
was  deemed  necessary  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  safety ;  and  accordingly,  early 
in  July,  a  bill  was  introduced  pro¬ 
longing  their  duration  till  the  1st 
of  August,  1823.  The  principal 
debate  on  it,  occurred  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  the  8tli  of  July  ; 
when  Mr.  Goulburn  moved  its 
committal.  The  expediency  of  the 
measure  was  maintained  chiefly 
by  Mr.  Gouibum  and  Mr.  Plun¬ 
kett  :  and  the  substance  of  their 
argument  was,  that  experience 
had  proved  the  efficacy  of  the 


Insurrection  act,  and  that,  though 
the  situation  of  Ireland  was  much 
improved,  the  disorders,  of  which  it 
was  still  the  scene,  were  too 
numerous,  and  of  too  grave  a  cha¬ 
racter,  to  be  met  by  the  ordinary 
course  of  law.  As  a  specimen  of 
these  disorders,  Mr.  Gouibum 
mentioned  that  in  one  district  of 
Tipperary,  seven  houses  had  been 
burned,  and  nine  attacked  and 
robbed  of  arms,  and  one  murder 
committed,  within  the  short  space 
of  ten  days.  He  added,  and  with 
great  truth,  that  the  real  nature  of 
the  evil  lay  not  so  much  in  the 
numbers,  as  in  the  peculiar  and 
distinctive  character  of  the  out¬ 
rages  committed.  They  all  bore 
the  marks  of  a  systematic  attempt 
to  exalt  the  power  of  the  populace 
above  the  law.  They  were  in 
general  preceded  by  a  notice, 
which  prescribed  a  certain  line  of 
conduct  to  some  individual:  and 
his  disobedience  was  punished  by 
the  destruction  of  his  property,  or 
of  himself  and  his  family.  Another 
alarming  feature  of  the  Irish  out¬ 
rages,  was,  that  they  presented  a 
systematic  diligence  in  the  inflic¬ 
tion  of  vengeance  on  those,  who 
were  in  any  way  instrumental  in 
bringing  criminals  to  justice.  The 
duty  of  giving  evidence  in  a  court 
was  become  one  of  the  most 
hazardous  services  that  could  be 
undertaken  in  Ireland :  so  hazard¬ 
ous,  that,  as  the  best  means  of  pro¬ 
tecting  the  witness,  it  was  now 
the  usual  course  to  commit  him  to 
one  gaol,  while  the  culprit  was 
sent  to  another.  In  a  recent  in¬ 
stance,  even  this  precaution  had 
been  unavailing:  a  witness,  pre¬ 
vious  to  giving  evidence,  had  been 
induced  to  quit  for  a  single  day, 
the  prison  to  which  he  had  been 
sent  as  to  a  place  of  security  ;  and, 
on  that  very  day,  he  fell  by  the 
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hands  of  assassins.  According  to  a 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Plunkett, 
there  had  been  in  the  county  gaol 
of  Cork,  a  hundred  witnesses 
seeking  security  in  the  abode  of 
guilt,  from  the  terrorists  who 
desolated  the  country. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  and  Mr. 
Spring  Rice,  took  the  most  pro¬ 
minent  part  in  opposing  the  mea¬ 
sure.  Sir  Robert  Wilson  proved 
very  satisfactorily,  that  all  discre¬ 
tionary  powers  are  liable  to  abuse; 
and  he  attempted  to  show,  that  to 
render  Ireland  a  perfect  paradise, 
three  things  only,  were  necessary  : 
-—Catholic  emancipation — the  abo¬ 
lition  of  tithes — and  the  education 
of  the  lower  orders.  In  what  way, 
the  excellence  of  these  measures, 
even  if  admitted,  disproved  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  bill  under  discussion, 
the  General  did  not  endeavour  to 
show.  Mr.  Spring  Rice  met  the 
question  more  fairly ;  directing  his 
argument  chiefly  against  that 
clause,  which  gave  the  magistrates 
the  power  of  convicting  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury.  He 
admitted  that  the  Insurrection  act 
would  be  useful  in  quieting  dis¬ 
turbed  districts.  The  crime,  to 
which  it  referred,  was  fairly  des¬ 
cribed,  and  the  punishment  attach¬ 
ed  to  that  crime  was  not  too  great. 
But  he  protested  against  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  superseding  the  trial  by 
jury — a  principle  introduced,  not 
only  without  cause,  but  with  the 
most  decisive  evidence  the  other 
way.  If  juries  had  been  found 
unwilling  or  unable  to  do  their 
duty,  then,  perhaps,  he  would  not 
have  blamed  the  legislature  for 
dispensing  with  that  great  consti¬ 
tutional  bulwark.  Such  a  mea¬ 
sure,  however,  could  only  be  one 
of  great  emergency.  But  how 
stood  the  case  here  ?  Since  the 
disturbances  in  the  county  of 


Limerick,  the  trial  by  jury  had 
been  resorted  to.  Two  special 
commissions  had  been  held,  and 
one,  if  not  both,  of  these  commis¬ 
sions  was  attended  by  the  present 
attorney-general  for  Ireland.  No 
jurors  could  have  assembled  under 
circumstances  of  greater  terror 
and  apprehension,  than  pre¬ 
vailed  at  the  two  periods.  The 
circumstances  were  such  as  might 
have  shaken  the  resolution  even  of 
the  most  constant  and  firm-minded 
men;  yet,  though  placed  in  this 
perilous  situation,  it  was  impossi¬ 
ble  for  any  juries  to  behave  with  a 
more  undaunted  spirit.  Then  if 
the  experiment  of  trial  by  jury 
had  been  attempted  under  all  pos¬ 
sible  disadvantages,  and  if  it  had 
been  found  to  answer  every  pur¬ 
pose  of  substantial  justice  ;  what 
good  reason  could  be  adduced  for 
suspending  the  great  constitutional 
right  of  the  country  ?  It  was  in 
the  power  of  the  magistrates, 
under  this  bill,  to  try  the  accused 
party  without  a  jury ;  and  it  was 
also  in  their  power  to  extend  to 
the  prisoner,  if  they  pleased,  the 
merciful  interposition  of  a  jury. 
But  surely  a  jury  trial  ought  to 
have  been  the  rule,  and  not  the  ex¬ 
ception. 

There  was,  undoubtedly,  con¬ 
siderable  weight  in  this  objection; 
but  it  was  forgotten  amid  the 
mass  of  heterogeneous  matter 
which  the  other  speakers  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  debate ;  so  that  the 
ministers  eluded  its  force  by  not 
attempting  to  make  any  answer  to 
it.  They  probably  might  have  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  attendance  of  juries 
at  the  assizes,  and  special  commis¬ 
sions,  was  only  of  short  duration, 
and  that  it  was  easy  to  assemble 
them  from  the  whole  extent  of  a 
county:  that  the  special  sessions, 
on  the  contrary,  instituted  by  the 
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Insurrection  act,  were  of  indefi¬ 
nite  duration,  and  that  it  would  be 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossi¬ 
ble,  to  collect  a  proper  jury,  so 
often  as  its  aid  would  be  wanted. 
Still,  this  would  only  have  proved 
the  propriety  of  empowering  the 
magistrates  to  dispense  with  the 
intervention  of  a  jury :  it  would 
have  been  no  answer  to  Mr.  Spring 
Rice’s  position — -that  trial  by  jury 
ought  to  have  been  the  general 
rule,  and  conviction  without  the 
intervention  of  a  jury,  only  the 
exception. 

The  division  on  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  exhibited  a  very  feeble 
minority  ;  135  voting  for  the  mea¬ 
sure,  and  only  17  for  an  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  sir  Robert 
Wilson.  In  the  committee,  sir 
John  Newport  moved,  that  its 
duration  should  be  limited  to  the 
1st  of  May,  1823,  instead  of  to 
the  1st  of  August ;  his  object  was, 
that  the  re-consideration  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  might  he  forced  upon  parlia¬ 
ment  at  an  early  period  of  the  en¬ 
suing  session.  This  amendment 
was  likewise  lost  by  a  majority  of 
94  to  37.  The  hill  passed  through 
its  subsequent  stages,  and  through 
the  House  of  Lords  with  very 
little  remark. 

Another  measure,  which  had  in 
view  the  preservation  of  the  public 
tranquillity  in  Ireland,  was  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  more  effective 
civil  police.  By  an  act  passed  for 
this  purpose,*  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  empowered  to  appoint  by  war¬ 
rant  under  his  hand  a  chief  con¬ 
stable  for  every  barony  or  division 
of  a  barony,  or  for  two  or  more  ad¬ 
jacent  baronies,  and  to  require  by 
his  proclamation,  the  magistrates 
of  any  county  to  appoint  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  constables  and 
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sub-constables,  not  exceeding  in 
the  whole  the  rate  of  sixteen  for 
each  barony  or  division  of  a  barony, 
and  to  fill  up  all  such  vacancies  in 
their  number  as  should  from  time 
to  time  take  place.  If  the  magis¬ 
trates  did  not,  within  14  days 
after  the  proclamation,  name  these 
constables  and  sub-constables,  then 
the  lord  lieutenant  was  to  appoint 
them  :  and  he  was  further  author¬ 
ized  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
magistrates,  at  the  general  quarter 
sessions,  to  direct  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  number.  These 
constables  and  sub-constables,  were 
invested  with  all  the  power  belong¬ 
ing  to  constables  duly  appointed, 
and  might  apprehend  all  offenders 
against  any  act  in  force  in  Ireland. 
Horses,  with  all  necessary  accoutre¬ 
ments  and  arms,  were  to  be  furnish¬ 
ed  to  them.  The  chief  constable 
was  to  have  a  house  provided  for 
him,  and  a  salary  not  exceeding 
100/.  a  year  :  the  salary  of  the  con¬ 
stables  and  sub-constables,  was 
not  to  exceed  35/.  a  year.  The 
lord  lieutenant  was  also  authorized 
to  appoint  superintendants  or  in¬ 
spectors  of  the  chief  constables  and 
constables,  with  salaries  of  500/.  a 
year.  Their  duty  was,  among 
other  things,  to  draw  up  rules  for 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  superintendance,  to 
submit  such  rules  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  quarter  sessions,  and  to 
transmit  them,  when  approved  of 
by  the  magistrates  and  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant,  to  the  chief  constable  with¬ 
in  every  barony. 

Another  important  provision  of 
the  act  was,  that,  upon  a  certificate 
from  seven  or  more  magistrates  of 
a  county,  or  three  or  more  magis¬ 
trates  of  any  county  of  a  city  or 
town,  stating  the  expediency  of 
appointing  a  magistrate  to  be  con¬ 
stantly  resident  within  any  dis- 


REGISTER,  1S22. 


44]  A  N  N  U  A  L 

trict>  the  lord  lieutenant  might  ap¬ 
point  such  resident  magistrates. 
The  persons  nominated  to  this 
office  had  all  the  powers  belonging 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace:  they 
could  not,  except  in  the  execution 
of  their  duty,  leave  their  respec¬ 
tive  districts,  without  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Irish  government,  sig¬ 
nified  in  writing  by  the  secretary; 
and  they  were  to  make  monthly 
returns  of  the  state  of  the  country 
within  their  jurisdiction.  Their 
salary  was  not  to  he  more  than 
500/.  a  year,  exclusive  of  an  an¬ 
nual  allowance  for  house  and  fur¬ 
niture,  not  exceeding  200/. 

The  main  discussion  on  the 
principle  of  this  measure  took 
place  on  the  7th  of  June,  when 
Mr.  Goulburn  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  hill.  The  grounds 
alleged  for  it  were,  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  inefficiency  of  the  existing 
magistracy  and  police  of  Ireland, 
and  the  impossibility,  from  the 
different  frame  of  society  in  the 
two  countries,  of  introducing  there 
the  system  which  existed  in  Eng¬ 
land.  It  was  keenly  opposed  by 
sir  Henry  Parnell,  Mr.  Spring 
Rice,  sir  John  Newport,  and  Mr. 
Abercromby.  Their  arguments 
against  it  were,  that  it  entailed  a 
great  expense  on  the  state ;  that  it 
made  a  large  addition  to  the  power 
of  the  executive  ;  that  it  was  un¬ 
constitutional  in  its  nature;  that 
it  was  ineffectual  with  respect  to 
the  purposes  intended  to  be  served 
by  it.  In  reply  to  these  objections, 
the  ministers,  and  Mr.  Plunkett 
more  especially,  contended,  that  the 
object  of  the  measure  was,  instead 
of  having  a  relaxation  of  law  one 
moment,  and  a  paroxysm  of  vio¬ 
lence  the  next,  to  substitute  a 
steady,  vigorous,  and  efficient  po¬ 
lice — a  police  which  should  tend 
not  only  to  punish  crime,  but  to 


prevent  it ;  and  which,  by  habi¬ 
tuating  the  people  to  obey  the 
law,  might  probably  in  the  end 
have  the  effect  of  attaching  them 
to  it.  It  was  not  a  measure  which 
proposed  any  new  law,  or  created 
any  new  crime,  or  introduced  any 
new  officer,  or  set  up  any  new  au¬ 
thority.  How,  then,  was  it  un¬ 
constitutional?  The  difference  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  mode  of  appointing 
the  constables  was  merely  this  : — 
the  constables  were  now  appointed 
by  the  grand  juries ;  under  the 
new  system,  they  might  be  nomi¬ 
nated  directly  by  the  crown.  As 
the  crown  was  the  fountain  of  all 
executive  power,  what  difference 
could  it  make,  whether  the  crown 
appointed  the  magistrate  and  the 
magistrate  the  constable,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  crown  appointed  the  con¬ 
stable  directly  ?  And  if  it  was  pos¬ 
sible  that  the  projected  system 
might  become  a  job,  it  was  quite 
certain — the  existing  system  was 
notoriously  and  avowedly  so. 
Where  the  power  of  appointment 
was  divided  among  24  persons, 
each  of  whom  was  exempt  from 
responsibility,  and  shifted  all  blame 
upon  his  neighbour,  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  officers  could  not  fail  to 
be  made  negligently  and  corruptly; 
and  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
system,  and  not  from  any  fault  in 
the  parties  who  worked  it.  With 
respect  to  expense,  Mr.  Plunkett 
contended,  that  the  measure  would 
really  be  one  of  economy.  The 
number  of  baronies  in  Ireland  was 
250.  Take  the  scale  of  one  chief 
constable  to  every  barony,  and  the 
probable  cost,  under  the  new  sys¬ 
tem,  would  be  this : — 

Chief  constables  .  .  .  £.32,500 

Petty  constables  .  .  .  175,000 

Inspectors — 4,  at  500/.  a 
year 


2,000 
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Resident  magistrates — 10 

at  800/. .  8,000 


Total  .  .  £.217,500 

Now,  what  was  the  real  expense 
under  the  existing  system  ?  It  was, 
for  the  last  year. 

Baronial  constables  .  .  £.28,907 

Extraordinary  police  .  102,118 

Preventive  revenue  po¬ 
lice  . 23,104 

Military  assistance  to  the 

revenue .  24,550 


Total  .  .  £.178,664 

The  new  system  would  he  dearer 
by  about  40,000/.  a  year;  and  if 
against  that  were  set  the  various 
advantages  which  would  accrue — • 
the  saving  in  expense  of  several 
prosecutions — the  saving  of  time 
now  given  up  to  the  watching  for 
and  to  the  prevention  of  crime, 
the  money  account  would  be  nearly 
balanced ;  and  all  the  moral  and 
political  benefits  arising  from  the 
restoration  of  peace,  obedience,  and 
orderly  habits,  would  he  so  much 
pure  gain. 

The  most  remarkable  feature, 
however,  in  the  history  of  this 
measure,  is,  that  the  chief  opposi¬ 
tion  to  it  came  from  Mr.  Charles 
Grant ;  and  the  two  circumstances 
of  his  being  a  strenuous  partisan 
of  the  ministers,  and  of  his  having 
governed  Ireland  for  three  years 
with  great  prudence  and  popu¬ 
larity,  gave  extraordinary  weight 
to  what  fell  from  him  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  occasion.  The  real  tendency 
of  the  hill,  he  said,  was  to  place 
the  whole  magistracy  of  Ireland 
at  the  mercy  of  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  ;  to  subject  that  country  to 
an  armed  police,  a  species  of  gens - 
d’armerie,  hitherto  unknown  to 
the  laws  or  practice  of  a  British 
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parliament.  Now,  in  forming  an 
opinion  upon  such  a  plan,  three 
questions  were  to  be  considered. 
First,  was  there  any  evil  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  existence  ?  Secondly,  if 
any  evil  did  exist,  was  the  remedy 
proposed  of  a  stronger  nature  than 
the  disease  required  ?  And  thirdly, 
had  every  other  remedy  been  tried, 
and  tried  in  vain,  before  the  pre¬ 
sent  was  recommended  for  adop¬ 
tion?  All  concurred  in  admitting 
the  existence  of  a  great  political 
evil  in  Ireland :  that  evil  lay  in 
the  composition  of  the  magistracy 
and  the  police.  Undoubtedly, 
there  were  among  the  magistrates 
many  who  performed  their  duty  in 
the  most  conscientious  and  effect¬ 
ive  manner ;  but  there  were  others 
of  them  who  had  been  raised  to 
the  bench,  for  which  they  were  in 
no  respect  qualified,  on  account  of 
their  influence  in  local  politics,  of 
the  assistance  they  were  enabled  to 
lend  to  certain  great  personages, 
and  of  the  morbid  sensibility  which 
they  had  contrived  to  display  on 
various  occasions  of  public  cala¬ 
mity.  There  were  also  amongst 
them  men  of  ruined  fortunes,  who 
sought  to  repair  the  distressed 
state  of  their  finances  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  unfortunate  persons 
who  were  placed  under  their  con¬ 
trol.  A  magistracy  so  constituted 
was  not  likely  to  agree  well  with 
itself;  and  hence  it  often  hap¬ 
pened,  that  one  magistrate  would 
bail  a  person  for  no  other  reason, 
than  because  another  magistrate, 
with  whom  he  was  not  upon  terms 
of  amity,  had  made  out  the  com¬ 
mittal.  The  constables  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  baronies  were  often  as  ill- 
qualified  for  their  situations  as  the 
magistrates  were  for  theirs ;  and 
they  were  generally  parties  to  the 
local  factions  and  animosities  of  the 
towns  in-  which  they  resided.  As 
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a  proof  of  the  evil  arising  from 
such  misgovernment,  Mr.  Grant 
stated,  that  in  a  barony,  where 
there  were  two  magistrates  not  on 
the  best  terms  with  each  other, 
the  two  constables  were  at  the 
head  of  the  two  parties  into  which 
it  was  divided.  The  two  constables 
mutually  applied  to  the  magistrates 
with  whom  they  were  connected, 
for  warrants  to  arrest  one  another ; 
having  obtained  such  warrants, 
each  proceeded  with  a  considerable 
force  to  execute  them ;  and  the 
two  parties  having  met,  a  violent 
conflict  ensued  between  them. 
Was  this  an  objection  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  or  the  practice  of  the  present 
system?  Did  not  the  whole  evil 
consist  in  the  manner  in  which,  and 
the  motives  from  which,  the  magis¬ 
tracy  and  constables  were  appoint¬ 
ed.  If,  from  a  principle  that  was 
good,  and  a  practice  that  was  not 
faulty,  such  consequences  as  were 
at  present  deplored  had  resulted  to 
Ireland,  the  system  undoubtedly 
ought  to  be  subverted ;  but  when 
the  practice  was  allowed  on  all 
hands  to  be  bad,  why  was  the 
principle  to  be  thus  suddenly  aban¬ 
doned  ?  Ministers,  before  they 
changed  the  principle  of  the  sys¬ 
tem,  were  bound  to  show  that, 
every  mode  of  correcting  its  prac¬ 
tice  had  been  tried,  and  upon  trial 
had  been  found  inefficient.  Now 
with  respect  to  the  magistracy, 
what  attempt  had  been  made  to 
exclude  unworthy  persons  from 
the  commission  ?  None :  Com¬ 
plaints  had  often  been  made  of 
their  supineness,  but  no  measures 
had  been  taken  to  remove  it.  So 
also  with  regard  to  the  constables 
and  the  police.  Had  any  law  been 
made  to  correct  the  gross  and 
palpable  abuses  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  those  offices?  No  such 
thing :  laws  had  been  made  to  in¬ 


crease  their  salaries,  and  to  regu¬ 
late  their  emoluments ;  but  none 
to  regulate  the  qualifications  ne¬ 
cessary  to  their  appointment,  either 
with  regard  to  their  age,  their 
strength,  or  their  previous  educa¬ 
tion,  or  to  exclude  tithe-proctors 
and  others  filling  any  odious  or 
obnoxious  situations.  About  two 
years  ago  indeed  the  names  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  magistracy  had 
been  submitted  to  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  who  had  given  up  a  consi¬ 
derable  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
investigation  of  the  list.  That  re¬ 
vision,  however,  was  not  yet  com¬ 
pleted  ;  and  why  was  this  bill  in¬ 
troduced  before  it  was  so  ?  With 
regard  to  the  degree  of  strength 
which  belonged  to  this  measure, 
Mr.  Grant  thought  it  too  strong. 
He  conceived  that  a  plan  of  less 
coercion  might  be  devised,  so  as  to 
meet  the  approbation  of  both  sides 
of  the  House — a  plan  which  would 
compel  grand  juries  to  be  strict  in 
the  examination  of  the  constables 
they  employed,  to  inspect  them 
occasionally,  and  to  render  them  at 
all  times  liable  to  the  control  of 
the  magistracy.  He  even  thought 
that  gratuitous  parochial  constables 
might  be  introduced  with  great 
advantages  into  part  of  Ireland. 
A  proof  of  the  beneficial  effect  of 
such  a  plan  was  now  visible  in  the 
county  of  Longford.  Lord  Forbes 
had  made  the  experiment  of  it  in 
that  county;  which  for  five  years 
had  been  thus  administered ; 
and  now  there  was  not  a  person 
in  it,  however  powerful  his 
faction,  that  could  not  be  imme¬ 
diately  seized,  nor  a  fair,  however 
riotous,  from  which  a  constable 
could  not  immediately  bring  forth 
his  prisoner. 

Mr.  Grant,  after  pointing  out 
the  benefits  of  such  a  plan  as  he 
had  described,  proceeded  to  argue 
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that  the  bill  had  been  prematurely 
introduced  into  parliament.  Even 
if  other  remedies  had  been  tried 
and  found  ineffectual  in  removing 
the  evil,  he  should  still  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  this  bill  would  be  more  suc¬ 
cessful.  Of  the  great  causes  which 
had  been  most  operative  in  pro¬ 
ducing  the  past  and  present  dis¬ 
tressed  state  of  Ireland,  the  first 
was,  that  system  of  coercive  laws 
to  which  the  government  had  re¬ 
course  upon  every  extraordinary 
emergency.  What  had  been  the 
result  ?  Security  ?  No  :  it  had  ex¬ 
cited  feelings  of  ill-will,  hatred, 
and  revenge.  It  had  revived  a 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  lower 
classes  of  Irishmen,  that  the  law 
was  framed  upon  principles  hostile 
to  them,  and  that  the  governors  of 
England  felt  themselves  at  liberty 
to  resort  to  unconstitutional  mea¬ 
sures  for  the  administration  of 
Ireland,  which  they  dared  not  em¬ 
ploy  in  England.  The  present 
bill  was  another  of  these  extra¬ 
ordinary  measures  of  legislation 
intended  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland, 
and  one  of  its  merits  its  advocates 
stated  to  be,  that  it  was  a  prevent¬ 
ive  bill.  It  was  on  that  very 
ground  he  objected  to  it ;  for  if 
it  was  a  preventive  bill,  it  must  be 
founded  on  a  system  of  espionage ; 
and  the  violation  of  public  confi¬ 
dence,  and  the  destruction  of  do¬ 
mestic  tranquillity  must  form  the 
very  soul  and  essence  of  it.  A 
second  cause  tending  to  the  injury 
of  Ireland  was,  the  habitual  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  government  in  all 
the  matters  of  its  internal  police. 
The  combined  operation  of  this 
cause  with  the  former,  the  blend¬ 
ing  of  extraordinary  legislation  on 
matters  of  general  government 
with  extraordinary  interference  in 
matters  of  private  police — had 
created  a  supineness  among  the 
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gentry  and  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  which  could  never  be 
sufficiently  deplored.  That  su¬ 
pineness  had  led  the  way  to  hu¬ 
miliation  ;  humiliation  to  want  of 
self-respect ;  want  of  self-respect 
to  carelessness  in  the  discharge  of 
public  duty ;  and  that  carelessness 
to  the  abuse  of  all  public  i  rusts. 
The  best  means  of  removing  such 
abuses  would  be,  to  use  every  exer¬ 
tion  to  excite  feelings  of  self- 
respect  and  dignity  in  the  minds 
of  the  magistracy  of  the  country: 
but  this  bill  would  produce  the 
very  contrary  effect,  and  would 
disgrace  for  ever  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Ireland.  To  assign  the 
care  of  a  whole  barony  to  a  high 
constable  was  as  disrespectful  to 
the  magistrates  in  it,  as  assigning 
the  command  of  an  army  to  a  ser- 
jeant-major  would  be  to  the 
officers  attached  to  it.  Mr.  Grant 
further  objected  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  the  increased  expendi¬ 
ture  which  it  would  create,  and  of 
the  strength  which  it  would  give 
to  the  first  cause  of  corruption.  A 
greater  engine  of  corruption  than 
had  ever  yet  been  used  by  an 
English  government  was  by  it 
called  into  existence,  and  placed 
under  the  control,  not  of  the 
crown,  but  of  the  lord  lieutenant  ? 
According  to  the  bill,  there  would 
be  5,000  well-armed  men  continual¬ 
ly  under  his  orders :  besides  these 
5,000,  there  would  be  300  persons 
more,  of  vigorous  minds  and  ca¬ 
pacities,  to  control  and  command 
them ;  then  there  would  be  at  least 
10  or  12  well-paid  persons  to 
inspect  them  occasionally,  not  for¬ 
getting  25  stipendiary  magistrates, 
who  must  be  still  better  paid  than 
their  subordinate  officers — all  bound 
to  act  just  as  the  lord  lieutenant 
should  direct  them. 

The  only  answer  made  to  [Mr. 
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Grant  was,  by  the  question — Why 
had  not  he  himself  introduced  some 
mild  measure  of  the  kind  which  he 
now  eulogized,  during  the  period  of 
his  secretaryship?  His  answer  was 
satisfactory — A  revision  of  the  ma¬ 
gistracy  was  begun,  which  must  by 
this  time  be  nearly  complete ;  and  he 
had  prepared  a  bill  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  constabulary  system, 
which  he  much  wished  to  have 
brought  forward  last  session  ;  but 
he  had  been  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  circumstances  over  which  he 
had  no  control. 

Upon  a  division,  113  voted  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
59  against  it.  In  the  subsequent 
stages  of  the  measure  no  debate 
worthy  of  notice  occurred ;  but  a 
few  minor  regulations  and  modifi¬ 
cations  were  introduced,  which, 
without  altering  the  principle  of 
the  plan,  rendered  it  less  objec¬ 
tionable  than  It  was  in  its  original 
form. 

Tithes  had  always  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  great  clamour  in  Ireland. 
The  payment  of  the  clergy  by  a 
tax  on  the  gross  produce  of  agri¬ 
cultural  capital  must  in  all  cases 
be  a  heavy  grievance,  and  must 
ever  present  the  most  insuperable 
obstacle  to  the  progress  of  wealth, 
improvement,  and  population,  that 
legislative  ignorance  has  yet  de¬ 
vised.  But,  in  a  country  like  Ire¬ 
land,  the  evil  becomes  doubly  op¬ 
pressive.  The  capital,  which  is 
thus  excluded  from  agriculture, 
can  find  no  other  profitable  chan¬ 
nel  of  industry  into  which  to 
flow:  and,  the  great  majority  of 
the  population  being  hostile  to  the 
established  church,  the  payment  is 
felt  to  be  more  grievous,  because 
it  is  made  to  a  clergy,  who  must 
be  the  object  of  dislike  rather  than 
of  reverence,  to  their  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  parishioners.  The  attention 


of  the  government  had  been  long 
called  to  the  consideration  of  this 
constant  source  of  disquietude  in 
Ireland ;  and  the  palliative,  to 
which  they  now  had  recourse, 
was  an  act  to  enable  the  proprietors 
of  tithes  to  lease  them  for  terms 
not  exceeding  2 1  years  to  the  per¬ 
sons  seised  or  possessed  of  the 
lands  out  of  which  they  issued. 
The  lease,  when  made  by  the  in¬ 
cumbent  of  the  benefice,  was  to 
have  the  consent  of  the  patron  in¬ 
dorsed  on  it ;  and  it  was  also  re¬ 
quisite  that  the  consent  of  the 
ordinary  should  be  in  like  manner 
indorsed,  whenever  the  lease  was 
granted  by  any  ecclesiastical  per¬ 
son  or  body  corporate.  The  rent 
reserved  was  to  be  the  best  an¬ 
nual  value  of  the  tithes ;  no  fine 
was  to  be  taken ;  and  no  surrender 
or  renewal  of  any  lease  was  to 
be  made,  till  within  three  years 
of  the  expiration  of  the  subsisting 
term.  Where  the  lessee  of  the 
tithes  afterwards  demised  the  lands, 
he  was  bound  to  let  them  tithe- 
free  ;  the  occupant  was  to  pay  to 
the  tithe-owner  the  sums  accruing 
due  to  him,  and  was  to  deduct  the 
amount  from  the  rent  which  he 
paid  to  his  own  landlord.  Leases 
made  by  virtue  of  the  act  were 
exempted  from  stamp  duty,  and, 
from  the  time  of  registry  were 
good  and  valid,  on  the  one  hand 
against  the  lessors  and  all  persons 
claiming,  in  their  right,  or  as  their 
successors,  and  on  the  other,  against 
the  then  and  all  subsequent  occu¬ 
piers  or  proprietors  of  the  lands. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to* 
enter  into  any  detail  of  the  de¬ 
sultory  remarks,  which  this  bill 
called  forth  in  its  progress.  There 
was  no  opposition  to  it,  for  it  did 
no  harm.  The  fault  of  it  lay,  not 
in  any  demerits  of  its  own,  but  in 
the  merits  which  its  framers  as- 
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cribed  to  it.  According  to  their 
representations,  it  was  to  have  an 
important  share  in  the  tranquil- 
lization  of  Ireland,  and  was  to  be 
a  very  powerful  remedy  of  the 
evils  connected  with  the  Irish 
tithe-system.  It  removed  none  of 
the  mischiefs  springing  necessarily 
from  that  system  ;  it  did  not  even 
palliate  them.  The  pressure  on 
the  industry  and  wealth  of  the 
country  was  in  no  degree  lightened. 

A  much  more  efficacious  mea¬ 
sure  had  been  expected.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  on  the  19th  of  June,  Mr. 
Hume  brought  the  subject  again 
before  the  House,  in  a  speech 
which  was  peculiarly  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  defeat  his  own  end.  The 
principles  which  he  laid  down 
were,  that  the  property  of  the 
church  was  resumable  at  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  the  state;  that  the  Irish 
church  was  richer  than  any  esta¬ 
blished  church  ought  to  be ;  and 
that  the  Irish  clergy  were  very 
negligent  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties.  After  a  speech,  in  which 
bold  statements  of  supposed,  but 
totally  unauthenticated  facts,  were 
intermingled  with  the  most  extra¬ 
vagant  abstract  propositions,  and 
the  most  impotent  attempts  at 
reasoning,  he  concluded  by  moving, 
“  That  this  house  do,  early  in  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  pledge 
itself  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  established  church  of 
Ireland,  and  the  manner  in  which 
tithes  are  there  collected,  with  a 
view  to  make  such  alteration  and 
improvement  as  shall  seem  neces¬ 
sary  in  its  disposition  and  adminis¬ 
tration.” 

The  true  mischief  of  tithes  lies 
in  their  own  nature,  and  not  in 
the  quality  of  the  hands  by  which 
they  are  received.  Whether  they 
belong  to  a  layman  or  to  a  clergy¬ 
man,  they  are  equally  objection  - 
Vol.  LXIV. 
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able  :  the  lay  impropriator  and  the 
spiritual  vicar  or  rector  stand  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  same  ground.  But 
Mr.  Hume  and  the  few  who 
thought  with  him,  did  not  view 
the  matter  in  this  light.  They 
were  hostile,  not  to  tithes,  but  to 
the  interest  of  the  church  in 
tithes.  There  was  no  objection  to 
tithes,  when  they  were  to  be  taken 
by  a  layman,  who  would  probably 
exact  their  value  to  the  uttermost 
farthing ;  it  was  only  when  they 
were  claimed  by  persons  in  holy 
orders,  that  they  became  an  evil. 
This  blindness  to  the  true  nature 
of  the  mischief  proved  clearly,  that 
Mr.  Hume  and  his  coadjutors  were 
now  meddling  with  a  matter,  of 
the  principles  of  which  they  were 
entirely  ignorant.  Mr.  Ricardo 
was  present  at  the  debate,  but 
took  no  share  in  it.  His  prudence 
made  him  tolerate  absurdity.  The 
reasonings,  to  which  his  science 
must  have  led  him,  would  have 
been  pleasing  to  neither  party ; 
and  he  therefore  probably  thought 
it  wisdom  to  be  silent,  where  his 
audience  was  not  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  the  truth. 

The  opposition  were  alarmed  at 
the  doctrines  of  spoliation,  which 
Mr.  Hume  had  advanced ;  and  sir 
John  Newport  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment,  upon  his  motion,  “  That, 
with  a  view  to  the  tranquillity  and 
happiness  of  Ireland,  this  House 
will,  in  the  early  part  of  next  ses¬ 
sion,  take  the  subject  of  tithes,  as 
affecting  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  into  its  most  serious 
consideration,  with  the  view  of 
substituting  for  the  present  vexa¬ 
tious  and  precarious  mode  of  sup¬ 
porting  the  established  church,  a 
full  and  liberal  compensation,  to 
be  fairly  assessed  and  levied.”  Mr. 
Hume  abandoned  his  proposition  ; 
and,  a  division  taking  place  on  sir 
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John  Newport’s,  it  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  72  to  65. 

The  same  subject  was  often 
touched  upon  in  the  many  discus¬ 
sions  on  the  state  of  Ireland,  which 
occurred  during  the  session,  and 
especially  on  a  motion  made  by 
lord  Lansdown  on  the  1 4th  of 
June,  for  the  institution  of  a  par¬ 
liamentary  inquiry,  with  a  view 
to  improve  the  condition  and  en¬ 
sure  the  tranquillity  of  the  Irish 
people.  His  lordship  insisted  upon 
the  tithe-system  as  one  of  the 
principal  curses  under  which  that 
part  of  the  empire  laboured :  but 
he  fell  into  the  common  mistake 
of  supposing,  that  the  evil  lay,  not 
in  the  essence  of  the  system,  but 
in  contingencies  connected  with  it. 
He  blamed  the  mode  in  which  the 
amount  of  the  tithe  was  estimated. 
It  was  the  custom,  he  said,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  to  send  out 
two  tithe- valuers.  Sometimes  the 
value  was  stated  to  the  farmer 
then,  and  sometimes  not  till  the 
crop  was  ripe ;  and  then  the  clergy 
had  it  in  their  power  either  to 
demand  the  price  at  which  the 
grain  was  first  brought  to  market, 
if  that  price  was  sufficiently  high, 
or  to  wait  till  the  price  rose,  if  it 
improved  at  a  subsequent  part  of 
the  yeai%  provided  the  farmer  did 
not  take  the  precaution  of  calling 
the  clergyman  to  take  his  tithe 
upon  the  ground.  In  this  latter 
case,  he  was  met  by  the  peculiarly 
dangerous  and  oppressive  law,  that 
if  three  farmers  in  the  same  parish 
appointed  the  same  day  for  the 
clergyman  to  levy  his  tithe  on  the 
ground,  they  might  be  indicted  for 
a  conspiracy.  As  a  specimen  of 
the  quantity  of  dissension  and  liti¬ 
gation  occasioned  by  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  of  the  church,  he 
mentioned,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  last  six  years,  there  had  been. 


in  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  2,17® 
tithe  suits.  The  list  was  incom¬ 
plete  for  the  civil  courts,  because  a 
distinction  was  not  drawn  in  all  the 
counties  between  tithe  cases  and 
other  cases ;  but,  during  the  same 
period,  there  had  taken  place  in 
only  six  counties  of  the  south, 
7,149  trials  concerning  tithes.  In 
the  county  of  Kilkenny  alone, 
2,195  tithe  causes  had  been  tried. 
To  these  were  to  be  added  cases 
where  the  sum  in  question  did  not 
exceed  5/.,  and  which  were  decided 
by  the  magistrates.  One  magis¬ 
trate  mentioned  that  100  cases  came 
before  him  in  a  week,  in  which 
the  sums  were  from  4 d.  to  5s.,  and 
the  expense  incurred  on  each  pro¬ 
cess  was,  at  an  average,  3s. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  a  com¬ 
mutation  of  tithes,  his  lordship  con¬ 
ceived,  was  absolutely  necessary. 
But  he  guarded  his  approbation  of 
such  a  measure  by  three  restric¬ 
tions.  First,  he  would  not  recom¬ 
mend  a  commutation  of  tithes 
for  the  church,  which,  as  a  lay 
impropriator,  he  would  not  him¬ 
self  accept.  Secondly,  he  would 
not  do  any  thing  which  would  not 
leave  the  church  in  the  same  state 
with  regard  to  wealth  as  before. 
Thirdly,  he  would  adopt  no  plan 
by  which  the  church  would  be 
rendered  more  dependant  on  the 
state.  Having  thus  guarded  him¬ 
self  from  any  suspicion  of  intend¬ 
ing  injury  to  the  interests  of  the 
church,  he  would  suggest  whether 
means  might  not  be  devised  similar 
to  those  employed  in  Scotland,  for 
fixing,  by  a  jury,  the  price  of 
grain,  not  for  one  year,  but  for 
five  or  six  years ;  and  thus  levying 
the  tithe  upon  the  landlord,  and 
not  upon  the  tenant.  He  also 
thought  it  would  be  an  improve¬ 
ment,  if  the  money,  which  was  the 
price  of  the  tithe,  and  not  the 
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eorn,  was  given  to  tlie  clergy  by 
the  proprietor  instead  of  the  occu¬ 
pier  of  land.  The  clergy  would 
then  come  in  contact,  not  with  the 
Catholic  population,  but  with  the 
Protestant  landlords,  who  might 
be  enabled,  by  raising  money  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  value  of  the  tithe,  to 
buy  land  and  settle  it  on  the 
church,  thereby  relieving  them¬ 
selves  from  all  future  burthens. 

These  notions  were  much  more 
moderate  and  practicable,  than  the 
doctrines  which  Mr.  Hume  had 
broached  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  They  met,  however,  with 
the  decided  opposition  of  lord  Li¬ 
verpool  and  the  lord  chancellor; 
who  contended  that  parliament 
had  no  more  right  to  interfere 
with  tithes  than  with  the  rents  of 
landlords,  and  that  the  utmost 
which  could  be  done  was,  to  give 
the  parties  interested  all  facilities 
for  making  amicable  arrangements 
among  themselves.  The  proprietor, 
said  the  prime  minister,  who  had 
acquired  or  inherited  an  estate,  had 
acquired  or  inherited  nine  parts  of 
it  only,  and  the  tenth  part  was 
the  property  of  the  church,  or  of 
the  lay  impropriator,  as  firmly  as 
the  nine  other  parts  were  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  purchaser,  the  heir, 
or  the  devisee.  It  stood  on  the 
same  principle  as  every  other 
species  of  property,  and  no  man 
had  any  right  to  touch  it.  The 
clergy  of  Ireland  were  a  most  va¬ 
luable  set  of  men  to  Ireland,  not 
merely  as  clergymen,  but  as  resi¬ 
dent  proprietors.  The  greater 
proportion  of  them  were  resident 
in  their  parishes,  and  spent  their 
incomes  amongst  their  flocks.  They 
did  not,  on  the  whole,  receive  half 
their  dues ;  and  it  was  notorious, 
that,  where  the  proprietor  of  the 
land  paid  the  tithes,  the  peasant 
or  farmer  to  whom  the  land  was 


let,  paid  more  in  addition  to  his 
rent  than  would  have  been  de¬ 
manded,  if  he  himself  paid  the 
tithe.  Those  who  recommended  a 
commutation  professed  to  have  the 
interest  of  Ireland  at  heart.  And 
what  did  they  mean  to  do  ?  They 
wished  to  adopt  a  system  that 
would  still  farther  impoverish  and 
oppress  that  country,  which  would 
make  the  people  pay  double  what 
they  paid  at  present ;  and,  instead 
of  having  a  body  of  resident  clergy, 
would  give  them  a  body  of  non¬ 
resident  landlords. 

It  is  rather  remarkable,  that  if 
there  was  any  weight  in  this  last 
argument,  it  was  equally  applicable 
to  every  plan,  by  which  the  cler¬ 
gyman  was  to  receive  his  dues 
from  the  owner  and  not  from  the 
occupier  of  the  soil,  and  conse¬ 
quently  was  applicable  to  the  act 
authorising  leases  of  tithes,  which 
lord  Liverpool  in  the  sequel  of  his 
speech  lauded  to  the  skies.  His 
lordship’s  course  of  reasoning  was, 
that  when  the  tithe  was  paid  by 
the  owner,  the  peasant  had  ulti¬ 
mately  to  pay  in  the  shape  of  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  rent,  more  than  would 
have  been  demanded  of  him  by 
the  clergyman ;  and  this  was 
urged  as  an  argument  against 
commutation :  yet  the  course  of 
policy,  which  ministers  professed 
to  follow,  had  avowredly  for  its 
object  to  make  the  tithes  be  paid 
by  the  proprietor  rather  than  by 
the  occupant,  which,  according  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  prime  mi¬ 
nister,  was  a  sure  means  of  aggra¬ 
vating  the  burthen  to  the  latter. 

On  lord  Lansdown’s  motion,  as 
well  as  on  a  previous  motion  for 
a  similar  purpose  made  by  sir 
John  Newport,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  whole  course  of  our 
policy  towards  Ireland  was  brought 
under  discussion  ;  all  the  common- 
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place  principles  and  facts,  con¬ 
nected  with  that  subject,  were,  as 
usual,  marshalled  in  full  array, 
and  made  to  perform  the  ordinary 
rhetorical  evolutions.  Sir  John 
Davis  was  quoted :  the  Irish  cha¬ 
racter  was  eulogized — the  English 
course  of  administration  was  exe¬ 
crated,  the  absentees  received  their 
usual  share  of  abuse;  but  what 
was  said  contained  nothing  (ex¬ 
cepting  indeed  some  allusions  to 
his  majesty’s  visit  to  Dublin,  and 
occasional  compliments  to  lord 
Wellesley)  which  had  not  been 
often  said  before,  and  led  to  no 
result. 

The  uncommonly  large  share  of 
time  and  attention,  which  Irish 
affairs  occupied  in  this  session  of 
parliament,  was  probably  beneficial 
to  that  part  of  the  empire :  because 
it  tended  to  put  all  the  persons  on 
the  alert,  who  were  connected 
with  its  general  or  local  adminis¬ 
tration.  No  other  benefit  of  any 
importance  was  gained.  Nothing 
was  done,  that  was  likely  to  ope¬ 
rate  directly  to  the  general  and 
permanent  improvement  of  the 
country;  for  though  the  Insur¬ 
rection  act,  and  the  Constabulary 
act  were,  on  the  whole,  advisable 
measures,  yet  they  were  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  bitter  remedies,  not  as 
invigorating  and.  nutritious  ali¬ 
ment.  The  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  individual  freedom-sti¬ 
pendiary  magistrates — a  numerous, 
highly-paid,  armed  police,  are  not 
blessings;  they  are  evils,  which 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  endure, 
that  we  may  avoid  or  escape  from 
greater  calamities. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions, 
disturbances  similar  to  those  of  the 
preceding  winter  began  to  appear 
with  the  declining  year.  Towards 
the  end  of  December,  notices  were 
again  posted,  signed  by  general 
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Rock,  forbidding  the  payment  of 
tithes  or  taxes.  The  legal  remedy 
of  levying  distress  for  rent,  was 
rendered  ineffectual  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  destroying  or  carrying  off 
in  the  night,  the  farming  stock 
which  been  seized  on  behalf  of  the 
landlord  during  the  day.  The 
crimes  of  arson,  burglary,  and 
assassination  were  of  frequent  occur¬ 
rence,  especially  in  the  counties  of 
Limerick  and  Cork ;  *  and  appre- 


*  The  following  resolutions,  entered 
into  by  the  magistrates  assembled  at 
the  Mallow  Special  Sessions,  show  the 
state  of  that  part  of  Ireland  towards 
the  end  of  September. 

“  We  the  undersigned  magistrates 
assembled  at  the  Special  Sessions  at 
Mallow,  on  the  28th  of  September 
instant,  under  the  Insurrection  Act, 
have  observed  with  extreme  regret 
and  disappointment,  that  the  spirit  of 
disturbance,  which  we  hoped  had  been 
extinguished,  still  continues  to  exist 
amongst  the  peasantry,  and  to  mani¬ 
fest  itself  in  acts  of  outrage  and  mis¬ 
chief  in  various  parts  of  this  county. 

“  That  scarcely  a  night  passes  in 
which  some  malicious  destruction  of 
property  by  fire  does  not  take  place. 

“  That  the  property  so  destroyed 
is,  in  general,  corn  or  hay,  set  apart 
for  tithe,  or  belonging  to  persons  who 
have  made  an  agreement  with  the 
tithe  proctor. 

“  That  the  wickedness  of  these  acts 
can  be  equalled  only  by  their  folly, 
because  the  law  will  give  compensa¬ 
tion  to  the  individuals  against  whom 
the  attack  is  directed,  and  the  loss 
will  fall  upon  the  parish  or  barony  to 
which  the  incendiaries,  for  their  own 
sakes,  can  intend  no  injury. 

“  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  in¬ 
quire  minutely  into  the  particulars  of 
each  occurrence  of  this  kind  which 
has  happened,  or  which  may  happen, 
m  our  respective  neighbourhood,  and 
to  give  every  assistance  in  our  power 
to  those  persons  who  may  have  to  seek 
compensation  for  such  losses,  provided 
their  conduct  upon  the  occasion  shall 
appear  to  have  been  fair  and  manly ; 
hut  those  persons  whose  behaviour 
has  been  such  as  to  give  encourage- 
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hensions  began  to  be  entertained, 
that  the  close  of  the  year  would 
witness  tlie  repetition  of  outrages 
not  less  numerous  and  atrocious 
than  those  which  had  disgraced  its 
commencement.  These  apprehen¬ 
sions  fortunately  were  not  realized. 
Many  instances  of  ferocity  and 
violence  occurred  from  time  to 
time ;  but  the  exertions  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  military  kept 
the  spirit  of  disturbance  within 
narrow  limits. 

Some  alarm  was  at  one  time 
excited  by  the  apprehension  of 
several  persons  at  Armagh,  on  a 
charge  of  high  treason ;  but  they 
were  subsequently  liberated  with¬ 
out  the  institution  of  any  proceed¬ 
ings  against  them. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty,  the  lord  chancellor  of  Ire¬ 
land,  in  consequence  of  repeated 
conferences  with  the  government, 
entered  on  a  revision  of  the  ma¬ 
gistracy,  with  the  view  of  taking 
advantage  of  the  accession  of  Geo. 
IV.  to  quash  the  existing  commis¬ 
sion  and  issue  a  new  one.  Since 
that  time,  the  chancellor  had  been 
diligently  employed  in  procuring 
from  all  quarters  the  names  of 
persons  proper  for  the  magistracy. 
The  completion  of  the  list  was  a 
matter  of  no  small  difficulty,  and 
required  much  time  and  caution. 


ment  to  this  system  of  outrage,  rather 
than  to  suppress  it,  and  those  in  parti¬ 
cular  who  have  put  their  tithe  out  of 
their  haggards  after  being  once  brought 
in,  can  expect  no  aid  or  sympathy 
from  us. 

“  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  give 
liberal  rewards  for  information  which 
ma}^  lead  to  the  detection  of  persons 
guilty  of  such  outrages,  and  to  observe 
the  strictest  secrecy,  if  required. 

“  If  any  persons  entertain  an  ex¬ 
pectation  that  they  will  be  able  to 
effect  their  relief  from  the  payment 
of  tithe  by  these  or  any  other  acts  of 
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Before  the  end  of  the  year, 
however,  it  was  brought  to  a  con¬ 
clusion,  and  the  new  commissions 
were  issued.  The  change,  which 
thus  took  place  in  the  magistracy, 
was  great.  In  seven  counties 
alone,  no  fewer  than  two  hundred 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  had  writs 
of  supersedeas  directed  to  them. 
Lord  Wellesley  had  the  merit  of 
this  revision  attributed  to  him ; 
but  in  truth  it  had  been  nearly 
completed,  before  he  entered  into 
office. 

His  lordship  prosecuted  the 
career  of  what  is  called  conciliation, 
with  which  his  government  had 
begun;  and  continued  to  discourage 
to  the  utmost  of  his  power  the 
anti-catholic  party.  This  policy 
was  by  no  means  acceptable  to  the 
city  of  Dublin,  which  had  always 
been  a  zealous  partisan  for  Pro¬ 
testant  ascendancy.  There  is  in 
the  College-green  of  the  Irish 
metropolis,  an  equestrian  statue  of 
William  III,  which  it  had  been 
the  constant  custom  to  deck  out  in 
silken  trappings  every  4th  of  No¬ 
vember.  This  ceremony  had  al- 
ways  been  displeasing  to  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year,  lord  Wellesley,  to 
humour  their  feelings,  forbade  the 
decoration  of  the  statue.  The 
lord  mayor  co-operated  with  him 


violence,  they  are  grossly  mistaken ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  commission,  of 
such  outrages  may  justly  be  urged  as 
one  of  the  strongest  reasons  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  take  the  subject  even  into  con¬ 
sideration  at  present ;  and  we  should 
hope  it  is  only  necessary  to  point  out 
these  circumstances  to  the  respectable 
farmers  of  the  county,  to  ensure  their 
support  and  co-operation  in  putting 
an  end  to  this  abominable  system.” 

(Signed  by  lords  Doneraile  and 
Knnismore,  and  eleven  other 
highly  respectable  magistrates.) 
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zealously,  and  caused  the  statue 
to  foe  guarded  by  the  police,  till  the 
ominous  day  was  over.  The  genius 
of  Protestantism  could  not  tamely 
crouch  under  such  an  insult ;  and 
a  meeting  of  the  corporation  was 
immediately  held,  in  which  a  vote 
of  severe  censure  was  passed  upon 
the  lord  mayor,  accompanied  by 
very  plain  allusions  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  himself.  In  point  of 
prudence,  the  corporation  and  the 
lord  lieutenant  seem  to  have  been 
nearly  on  a  level ;  with  this  differ¬ 
ence,  that  the  citizens  may  be  ex¬ 
cused  for  taking  an  interest  in  an 
old  custom,  and  in  a  statue  which 
decorates  their  metropolis :  but 
that  it  is  scarcely  pardonable  in  a 
chief  governor  to  intermeddle  with 
such  tribes.  His  interference 
could  lead  only  to  exasperation  ; 
and  this  was,  in  fact,  the  sole  con¬ 
sequence  which  resulted  from  it. 
In  the  heat  of  their  wrath,  the 
guild  of  merchants  met,  and  sagely 
voted  a  petition  to  parliament  for 
4he  repeal  of  the  Union. 

His  lordship  had  shortly  after¬ 
wards  a  very  decisive  proof  of  the 
animosity,  which  his  line  of  con¬ 
duct  had  excited.  On  the  evening 
of  the  14th  of  December,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  theatre ;  and  his  visit 
was  hailed  with  every  expression 
of  dislike.  There  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  the  tumult  was  pre¬ 
concerted  ;  for  a  number  of  offen¬ 
sive  placards  w ere  dispersed  through 
the  house  at  the  very  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  performance,  and  the 
entrance  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
was  the  signal  for  an  immediate 
burst  of  hisses.  As  the  play  pro- 
•ceeded,  the  disturbance  became 
more  outrageous,  until  at  length  a 
bottle,  and  a  fragment  of  a  watch¬ 
man’s  rattle,  were  flung  from  one 
cf  the  galleries,  in  the  direction  of 
ihe  vice-regal  box.  The  peace 


officers  then  interfered,  and  the 
most  active  rioters  (including  those 
who  threw  the  missiles)  were 
taken  into  custody.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
tumult  did  not  exceed  40.  The 
municipal  police  were  accused  of 
having  shown  on  this  occasion  a 
most  disgraceful  apathy;  and  eight 
of  them  were  subsequently  dis¬ 
missed  from  their  offices. 

Investigations  into  the  transac¬ 
tion  were  immediately  instituted 
by  the  attorney-general,  and  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  manner  which  showed 
more  zeal  than  prudence.  Some 
of  those  who  were  apprehended, 
were  very  properly  committed  for 
making  a  riot ;  but  others  of  them 
were  (it  seems  to  us,  not  a  little 
ridiculously)  committed  on  the 
charge  of  having  conspired  to 
murder  the  lord  lieutenant.  Had 
such  an  intention  existed,  surely 
other  implements  of  destruction, 
than  an  empty  bottle  or  a  broken 
rattle,  would  have  been  employed. 

Thus,  the  only  effect  of  that 
system  of  conciliation,  from  which 
so  much  had  been  hoped,  was  to 
raise  party  spirit  to  a  more  than 
ordinary  height.  Lord  W ellesley’s 
policy,  however  excellent  in  its 
purposes,  seems  to  have  been  false 
in  its  principles,  and  to  have  been 
at  variance  with  the  circumstances 
of  his  actual  situation.  He  en¬ 
deavoured  to  direct  the  influence 
of  the  executive  against  those  who 
had  the  influence  of  the  legislature 
on  their  side ;  and  it  was,  there¬ 
fore,  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  this 
conflict  of  wind  and  tide  produced 
much  civil  commotion.  It  might 
have  been  well,  if  those,  to  whom 
the  law  gave  all  political  power, 
had  borne  their  pre-eminence 
meekly  ;  but  if  they  were  inclined 
to  exult  over  their  opponents,  they 
were  not  likely  to  be  prevented 
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from  so  doing  by  seeing  the  chief 
governor  stand  forth  as  the  pro¬ 
tector  of  those  whom  the  consti¬ 
tution  had  placed  beneath  them. 

Indeed  lord  Wellesley  stood  in 
an  entirely  false  position :  friendly 
himself  to  the  Catholic  claims,,  he 
was  to  administer  Ireland  accord¬ 
ing  to  anti- Catholic  laws,  and 
under  an  anti-Catholic  cabinet. 
There  was,  therefore,  a  constant 
opposition  between  his  own  feel¬ 
ings  and  principles,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  system  on  which  it  was  his 
duty  to  act.  The  government  of 


Ireland  ought  always  to  be  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  course  of  legislation 
pursued  towards  it ;  and  it  is  ab¬ 
surd  to  place  the  reins  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  keen  partisans  of 
the  Catholics,  while  the  Catholics 
themselves  are  excluded  from  poli¬ 
tical  privileges.  Anti- Catholic 
laws  require  anti-Catholic,  though 
moderate,  functionaries.  A  con¬ 
trary  course,  by  raising  fruitless 
hopes  in  the  one  party,  and  anx¬ 
ious,  though  unnecessary,  fears  in 
the  other,  must  keep  the  country 
in  a  state  of  incessant  fermentation. 
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Mr.  Canning’s  Bill  for  the  admission  of  Catholic  Peers  to  the  rights  of 
Sitting  and  Voting  in  the  House  of  Lords — Mr.  Canning's  course  of 
argument  in  support  of  it— The  grounds  of  Mr.  Peel’s  opposition — 
Mr.  Plunkett  supports  the  Bill — Discussion  of  the  Measure  in  its 
subsequent  stages  in  the  House  of  Commons — Its  progress  in  the 
Lords — Opposed  by  Lord  Colchester— The  Lord  Chancellor  exposes 
the  fallacy  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  merits  of  the  Measure  had 
been  placed  by  Mr.  Canning ,  and  its  advocates — Course  of  Lord 
Greys  Argument — Lord  Liverpool’s  Speech — The  Bill  is  rejected — 
Remarks  on  the  confined  Position  in  which  the  Patrons  of  the  Mea¬ 
sure  placed  themselves,  and  the  unsatisfactory  course  of  argument 
into  which  they  were  thereby  driven — Remarks  on  the  Measure  itself 
• — -Lord  John  Russell’s  Motion  on  Parliamentary  Reform — Topics  em¬ 
ployed  by  him— Mr.  Canning’s  Speech— Mr.  Broughams  Motion  on 
the  Influence  of  the  Crown— Rejection  of  the  Bill  for  Dividing  the 
County  of  York  with  respect  to  the  Election  of  County  Members — 
Lord  A.  Hamilton  s  Plan  of  Scotch  Burgh  Reform— The  Lord  Ad¬ 
vocate's  Bill  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Expenditure  of  Scotch 
Burghs. 


THE  general  question  of  Roman 
Catholic  emancipation  was  not 
brought  forward  this  year  :  hut  a 
partial  attempt  was  made  to  open 
the  way  for  complete  concession. 
Mr.  Canning,  having  been  selected 
as  successor  to  the  marquis  of 
Hastings  in  the  government  of  our 
East  Indian  possessions,  was  am¬ 
bitious  of  distinguishing  himself 
before  he  finally  quitted  that  House, 
— whose  favour  had  been  to  him 
fame  and  fortune — by  being  the 
author  of  some  measure,  which 
should  in  times  to  come  stand  for¬ 
ward  as  a  permanent  part  of  our 
Constitution,  and  which  should 
consecrate  his  name  in  the  eyes  of 
a  portion  of  his  fellow  subjects. 
He  therefore  came  forward  as  the 
patron  of  the  Roman  Catholics; 
but  as  there  was  no  reason  to  ex¬ 


pect,  that  a  proposal  for  their  ge¬ 
neral  admission  to  political  power 
would  be  received  more  favourably 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  he  li¬ 
mited  his  proposal  to  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  Catholic  peers  to  the 
rights  of  sitting  and  voting  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Many  might 
support  this  qualified  measure, 
who  would  shrink  from  a  more 
comprehensive  scheme  of  indul¬ 
gence;  the  most  formidable  objec¬ 
tions  would  be  eluded ;  and  the 
measure  wTouid  have  the  air,  not  so 
much  of  favour  to  a  sect,  as  of  a 
public  attestation  to  the  unques¬ 
tioned  virtues  and  patriotism  of 
a  tew  distinguished  individuals. 
If  his.  proposition  was  adopted, 
the  gain  to  the  Roman  Catholics 
was  incalculable  :  it  would  be  to 
them  a  sure  pledge,  a  certain 
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means  of  speedy  triumph.  They 
could  not  long  be  excluded  from 
the  city,  when  once  they  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  form  part  of  the  garrison 
of  the  citadel. 

It  was  on  the  80th  of  April, 
that  Mr.  Canning  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  relieve  Roman 
Catholic  peers  from  the  disabilities 
imposed  on  them  by  the  act  of  the 
80th  of  Charles  II.  with  regard  to 
the  rights  of  sitting  and  voting  in 
the  House  of  Peers.  After  advert¬ 
ing  very  slightly,  but  with  much 
rhetorical  art  to  some  objections 
which  he  anticipated,  Mr.  Canning 
entered  into  an  historical  review  of 
the  legislation  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  towards  the  Catholics, 
and  into  an  examination  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  the  act  of 
the  30th  of  that  king,  had  been 
passed.  The  result  of  his  exami¬ 
nation  was,  that  the  true  intent  of 
the  act  in  question  was,  to  exclude 
the  duke  of  Y ork,  and  that,  though 
the  provisions  of  it  were  general, 
its  real  aim  was  particular ; 
whence  he  inferred,  that  it -ought 
now  to  be  repealed,  as  there  was 
no  longer  any  danger  of  a  Popish 
shccessor  to  the  throne.  It  was 
passed  with  great  precipitation  by 
the  Commons,  and  urged  with  al¬ 
most  indecent  haste  through  the 
Upper  House,  amid  the  various 
terrors,  prejudices,  and  absurdities 
of  the  Popish  plot.  The  Lords 
goaded  from  day  to  day  by  the 
Commons,  assailed  as  they  were  by 
all  the  horrors  of  the  Popish  plot 
and  with  Titus  Oates  thundering 
at  their  doors,  passed  the  hill,  but 
with  an  exemption  in  favour 
of  the  duke  of  York.  It  was  how¬ 
ever,  sufficiently  comprehensive  to 
exclude  the  whole  of  the  Catholic 
Peers  from  their  searts  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  not  upon  any  ground  of 
permanent  disability,  but  because 
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they  were  then  supposed  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  a  particular  plot  for  a 
specific  purpose.  This  exclusion 
could  not  have  been  intended  for 
any  other  purpose,  than  to  calm  the 
alarms  and  agitation  which  then 
prevailed.  If  then  the  present 
motion  were  rejected,  what  must 
be  the  condition  of  the  Catholic 
Peers?  That  the  measure,  whicli 
our  ancestors  devised  as  a  precau¬ 
tionary  security,  must  be  declared, 
in  the  face  of  the  world,  to  be  per¬ 
manently  fixed  upon  the  peers  and 
their  successors  for  ever,  without 
the  shadow  of  present  justification, 
or  the  smallest  imputation  of  crime. 

In  further  support  of  his  propo¬ 
sition,  that  the  exclusion  of  the 
Catholic  was  originally  intended  to 
be  only  a  temporary  measure,  he 
quoted  a  standing  order  of  the 
House,  made  in  l6'75,  “  that  no 
oath  should  be  imposed  by  bill  or 
otherwise  upon  the  peers,  with  a 
penalty,  in  case  of  refusal,  to  lose 
their  places  or  votes  in  parliament 
or  liberty  of  debates  therein.” 
From  the  existence  of  this  order 
unrepealed  down  to  the  present 
time,  one  of  two  things,  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  contended,  must  be  inferred — 
either  that  the  lords  were  at  the 
moment  in  the  possession  and  ex¬ 
ercise  of  their  calm  deliberative 
functions,  and,  intending  the  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  peers  to  be  but  temporary, 
did  not  revoke  the  standing  order ; 
or  that,  in  the  hurry  and  rage  of 
their  proceeding,  they  forebore  to 
pause  and  look  back  at  the  order, 
they  had  just  before  adopted.  The 
more  probable  inference  was,  that 
acting  under  the  influence  of  the 
menaces  of  the  Commons,  and 
under  the  hazard,  if  they  refused 
their  assent  to  the  measures  then 
demanded,  of  being  involved  in  the 
charge  of  conspiracy  to  murder  the 
king,  and  subvert  the  constitution. 
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their  sober  and  deliberate  judg¬ 
ment  was  overpowered  by  the 
sense  of  the  temporary  danger,  but 
that  they  yet  looked  forward  to 
a  time,  when,  after  the  passing  of 
the  storm,  they  might  recur  to  the 
principles  of  their  standing  order. 
That  order  was  therefore  suffered 
to  remain  unnoticed  (for  to  bring 
it  into  notice  would  have  been,  in 
the  heat  of  the  time,  to  ensure  its 
repeal— -and  yet  surely  it  was  too 
recent  to  be  forgotten),  a  dormant 
but  solemn  recognition  of  those 
privileges  of  the  peerage  which 
were  suspended,  not  annihilated, 
by  the  act  of  parliament.  There 
was  no  other  rational  way  of  recon¬ 
ciling  so  apparent  a  contradiction. 
When  a  biU  is  passed  for  suspend¬ 
ing  the  operation  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  act,  the  Habeas  Corpus  act 
remains  upon  the  Statute  book  un¬ 
repealed  ;  to  break  out  again  with 
unchanged  lustre,  when  the  veil 
of  the  suspension  is  removed.  In 
like  manner  this  standing  order 
was  probably  considered  as  retain¬ 
ing  its  force,  while  it  retained  its 
situation ;  though  overlaid  for  a 
time  by  the  oppression  of  the  oc¬ 
casional  statute.  This  construc¬ 
tion,  he  added,  derived  considerable 
force  from  the  act  itself ;  which 
was  indeed  a  sad  specimen  of  legis¬ 
lative  skill.  The  preamble  declared, 
that  divers  good  laws  had  been 
made  to  prevent  the  increase  and 
dangers  of  popery  ;  which  had  not 
had  the  desired  effect  by  reason  of 
the  free  access  of  popish  recusants 
to  his  majesty's  person  and  court, 
and  by  reason  of  their  privilege  of 
late  merely  to  sit  in  parliament. 
Now  the  latter  partof  this  preamble 
was  nonsense;  for  it  was  not  of 
late  that  the  Catholic  lords  had  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  parliament ; 
up  to  that  period  they  sat  in  the 
House  of  Lords  as  a  matter  of 


right,  and  were  not  excluded  by 
the  restrictions  of  the  5th  of 
Elizabeth,  which  affected  the 
House  of  Commons.  In  the  latter 
House,  some  Catholics  had  con¬ 
trived  by  evasions  of  one  land  or 
another  to  retain  their  seats,  and 
there  had  been  two  or  three  ex¬ 
pulsions  of  popish  recusants.  The 
declaration  in  the  preamble  could 
therefore  apply  only  to  the  Com¬ 
mons  ;  and  yet  the  exclusion, 
which  the  bill  effected,  compre¬ 
hended  both,  and  in  its  conse¬ 
quences  excluded  the  Lords,  not 
only  from  their  seats  in  their  own 
House  of  Parliament,  but  also 
from  presenting  themselves  at 
court.  From  the  latter  disability 
the  Catholic  peer  had  been  freed 

bv  the  31st  of  Geo.  III.,  on  condi- 
* 

tion  of  denying  the  temporal  and 
civil  power  of  the  Pope  within  the 
realm.  After  he  had  made  this 
disclaimer,  he  had  a  right  to  enter 
the  court  and  closet  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  and  there  tender  his  advice 
- — he  might,  if  he  were  an  assas¬ 
sin,  plunge  a  poniard  into  his 
sovereign's  breast  at  such  an  in¬ 
terview,  so  easily  and  simply  ac¬ 
quired  —  he  might  influence  the 
royal  mind  without  danger  or  risk, 
or  personal  responsibility ;  but  if 
he  turned  his  horses  heads  towards 
the  parliament  House  to  justify, 
in  his  place  as  a  peer,  the  advice 
he  had  given  in  the  royal  closet, 
he  was  met  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  told  that  into  the  par¬ 
liament  he  could  not  enter  until  he 
took  the  spiritual  oaths,  and  that 
the  taking  of  these  was  a  neces¬ 
sary  preliminary  to  the  privilege  of 
defending  the  counsel  he  had  given. 
4<r  But  the  strange  anomalies,” 
continued  Mr.  Canning,  in  the 
situation  of  Catholic  peers  are  not 
yet  exhausted.  Fertile  as  was  the 
reign  ot  George  III.  in  acts  of  re- 
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lief,  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
his  Roman  Catholic  subjects  ; — it 
remained  for  his  present  majesty, 
at  the  opening  of  his  auspicious 
reign,  to  add  a  further  anomaly  to 
the  condition  of  his  Catholic  peers, 
by  a  distinction  the  most  gracious 
and  benevolent  in  design,  but 
bringing  some  mixture  of  bitter¬ 
ness  with  enjoyment ;  a  distinc¬ 
tion  exalting,  indeed,  the  dignity 
of  the  Catholic  peer,  but  at  the 
same  time  sharpening  the  sting  of 
his  recollections.  I  allude  to  the 
coronation.  Last  year,  for  the 
first  time  for  upwards  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  years,  were  Ca¬ 
tholic  peers -summoned  to  attend  a 
coronation  : — an  august  and  awful 
■ceremony  ;  not  to  be  viewed  as  an 
unmeaningpomp — a  mere  gorgeous 
pageant ;  but  as  a  public  ratifica¬ 
tion,  by  the  sovereign  of  a  free 
people,  of  the  compact  which  binds 
together  all  the  orders  of  the  realm. 
This  solemn  political  rite  was  ce¬ 
lebrated  with  all  the  magnificence 
becoming  a  monarch,  surrounded 
by  his  nobles,  his  prelates,  and  his 
counsellors,  and  by  crowds  of  his 
loving  subjects — receiving  their 
united  homage,  and  pledging  him¬ 
self  to  their  protection  and  good 
government  in  return.  It  was  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  the  presence  of  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  Catholic  as  well  as 
Protestant  Europe.  Imagine  the 
ministers  of  foreign  potentates  col¬ 
lecting  for  their  respective  courts  the 
details  of  this  splendid  and  affecting 
consecration.  Who  is  it  that  over¬ 
tops  the  barons  as  they  march  ?— 
the  Catholic  lord  Clifford.  Who 
is  it  that  does  homage  to  the 
throne  on  behalf  of  the  highest 
order  of  the  peerage  ? — the  Catho¬ 
lic  duke  of  Norfolk.  Whom  has 
the  king  selected  to  return  thanks 
to  this  assemblage  of  all  that  is 
-most  splendid  and  most  worthy  in 


the  realm,  in  acknowledgment  of 
their  libation  to  his  majesty’s 
health  ? — again  the  Catholic  duke 
of  Norfolk.  Did  it  occur  to  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  Europe,  when 
contemplating  this  animating  spec¬ 
tacle — did  it  occur  to  the  ambas¬ 
sadors  of  Catholic  Austria,  of  Ca¬ 
tholic  France,  or  of  states  more 
bigotted  in  matters  of  religion, 
that  the  moment  this  ceremony 
was  over,  the  duke  of  Norfolk 
would  become  disseised  of  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  his  privileges  among  his 
fellow  peers  ?  That  his  robes  of 
ceremony,  were  to  be  laid  aside 
and  hung  up,  until  the  distant  (be 
it  very  distant !)  day,  when  the 
coronation  of  a  successor  to  his 
present  most  gracious  sovereign 
might  again  call  him  forth  to  assist 
at  a  similar  solemnization  ? — that, 
after  being  thus  exhibited  to  the 
eyes  of  the  peers  and  people  of 
England,  and  to  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  princes  and  nations  of 
the  world,  the  duke  of  Norfolk, 
highest  in  rank  among  the  peers, 
the  lord  Clifford,  and  others,  like 
him,  representing  a  long  line  of 
illustrious  ancestry — as  if  called 
forth  and  furnished  for  the  occa¬ 
sion,  like  the  lustres  and  banners 
that  flamed  and  glittered  in  the 
scene,  were  to  be,  like  them, 
thrown  bv  as  useless  and  trumpery 
formalities  ? — That  they  might 
bend  the  knee  and  kiss  the  hand — 
that  they  might  bear  the  train  or 
rear  the  canopy — might  discharge 
the  offices  assigned  by  Roman 
pride  to  their  barbarian  ances¬ 
tors — 

Purpurea  tollant  aulaea  Britanni, 
but  that  with  the  pageantry  of  the 
hour,  their  importance  faded  away ; 
that  as  their  distinction  vanished, 
their  humiliation  returned ;  and 
that  he,  who  headed  the  procession 
of  peers  to  day,  could  not  sit 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


60] 

among  them  as  their  equal  on  the 
morrow  ?” 

Mr.  Canning,  after  this  appeal 
to  the  fancy  of  his  hearers,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  former  theme — the 
popish  plot — endeavoured  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  observations  to  identify  or 
connect  the  law  of  exclusion  with 
that  monstrous  instance  of  credu¬ 
lity  and  wickedness ;  and  he  then 
summed  up  the  essence  of  his  ar¬ 
gument.  “  The  questions,”  said 
he,  “  which  I  require  to  he  answer¬ 
ed  are — 1st: — Were  not  Catholic 
peers  first  excluded  from  the 
House  of  Lords  by  the  30th  of 
Charles  II.,  after  they  had  been 
expressly  and  anxiously  retained 
there  by  queen  Elizabeth,  at  the 
time  when  she  imposed  the  Oath 
of  Supremacy  on  the  House  of 
Commons? — Not  that  I  think  it 
by  any  means  clear,  that  Elizabeth 
imposed  that  oath,  ev  en  on  the  House 
of  Commons,  with  a  decided  in¬ 
tention  of  excluding  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  from  parliament.  The  oaths 
at  different  times  administered  to 
Catholics,  have  been  of  two  sorts : 
some  have  been  put  to  them  bond 
fide  as  tests  of  their  allegiance  ; 
while  others  have  been  framed  as 
tests,  not  of  loyalty,  but  of  Catho¬ 
licism  ;  the  framers  of  this  latter 
sort  of  oath  assuming  Catholicism 
to  be  disloyalty.  The  Oath  of 
Supremacy  of  Elizabeth  was  fram¬ 
ed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  in  the 
hope  that  Catholics  might  be 
brought  to  take  it.  Partially  per¬ 
haps  they  did ;  generally  speaking, 
they  did  not.  But  when  that  oath 
was  subsequently  imposed  on  the 
peeis,  together  with  the  declara¬ 
tion  against  transubstantiation, 
those  enactments  were  clearly  and 
confessedly  not  intended  as  tests 
of  allegiance,  but  were  prescribed 
with  a  fore-knowledge  that  the 
Catholics  would  not  take  them _ 


or  father  with  a  pre-determination 
that  they  should  be  such  as  Catho¬ 
lics  could  not  take. — 2ndly  : — 
Wherefore  were  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  peers  thus  expelled  from 
parliament  ?  With  the  view  of  ex¬ 
cluding  the  Duke  of  York  from 
the  throne  ?  or  in  consequence  of 
the  Popish  plot  ?  If  with  a  view 
to  the  exclusion  of  popery  from 
the  throne,  that  object  is  long  ago 
attained ;  the  throne  is  unalterably 
Protestant.  If  in  consequence  of 
the  popish  plot,  then  arise  the  fur¬ 
ther  questions — Were  the  five  Ca¬ 
tholic  peers  justly  or  unjustly  ac¬ 
cused  of  participation  in  that  plot? 
If  justly,  why  were  they  not  put 
upon  their  trial?  One  only  of 
them  was  brought  to  trial :  he,  it 
is  true,  was  condemned ;  but  has 
not  even  his  innocence  been  since 
established  ?  —  and  even  if  upon 
that  point  there  is  any  scepticism, 
what  is  the  species  of  justice  which 
condemns  four  accused  persons 
upon  the  trial  of  one  ? — and  which 
deduces  from  four  charges  and  one 
trial  the  proscription  of  thrice  the 
number  not  only  innocent  but  un¬ 
accused, — and  not  only  in  their 
own  persons,  but  throughout  all 
succeeding  generations  of  their  pos¬ 
terity  ?” 

Mr.  Peel  met  Mr.  Canning's 
motion  by  a  direct  negative  ;  dwel¬ 
ling  in  his  reply  more  upon  the 
extraneous  topics  which  that  gen¬ 
tleman  had  pressed  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  his  eloquence,  than  upon 
the  essence  of  the  argument.  After 
some  desultory  remarks  on  the  his¬ 
torical  statements  of  Mr.  Canning, 
he  contended  (undoubtedly  with 
much  truth),  that,  notwithstand- 
standing  all  the  exaggerations  of 
party  and  faction,  the  act  of  the 
30th  of  Charles  II.  had  been  called 
for  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
those  times.  This,  it  is  clear,  was 
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altogether  irrelevant  to  the  argu¬ 
ment  ;  for  the  very  ground  which 
the  mover  had  taken,  was,  that  the 
law,  which  he  wished  to  repeal, 
was  originally  occasioned  by,  and 
adapted  to  peculiar  circumstances ; 
and  it  was  of  little  consequence, 
whether  you. agreed  with  him,  or 
differed  from  him,  as  to  the  pre¬ 
cise  nature  of  the  circumstances, 
provided  you  allowed,  that  the  act 
in  question  was  the  result  of  spe¬ 
cial  exigencies,  and  not  of  general 
principles.  Mr.  Peel  subsequently 
employed  weapons  of  better  temper; 
insisting,  first  that  the  30th  of 
Charles  II.  had  been  adopted  and 
sanctioned  by  the  revolution,  long 
after  the  passions  and  intrigues  of 
1678  had  ceased  to  work,  and  se¬ 
condly,  that  if  Catholic  peers  were 
admitted  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
without  any  securities  or  restraints, 
the  doors  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  must  also  be  thrown  open  to 
Catholics ;  without  reference  to 
any  of  those  guarantees  and  pre¬ 
cautions,  which  even  the  friends  of 
emancipation  had  hitherto  thought 
to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Plunkett  followed  the  same 
course  of  argument  (we  ought  to 
say,  of  observation),  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  mover.  Nothing, 
he  said,  could  be  more  simple  than 
the- object  of  his  right  hon.  friend  ; 
for  he  merely  proposed  to  repeal  a 
part  of  an  act,  which  excluded  a 
few  Irish  and  British  peers  from 
their  seats  in  Lhe  upper  house. 
Those  peers  had  been  restored  to 
the  privilege  of  approaching  their 
sovereign  ;  and  the  intended  mea¬ 
sure  would  only  enable  them  to 
defend  in  their  places  in  parlia¬ 
ment  the  advice  which  they  had 
privately  given.  No  objection  had 
been  stated  to  the  justice  or  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  the  general  measure — 
no  apprehensions  of  danger  had  been 


uttered — no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  show,  that  it  would  be  be¬ 
stowed  on  the  unworthy.  It  had 
been  opposed  only  on  points  of 
etiquette,  and  the  debate  upon  it 
had  been  turned  to  the  discussion 
of  disputed  portions  of  history.  It 
was  said  that  the  motion  ought  not 
to  be  agreed  to,  because  the  con¬ 
cession  here  made  would  only  lay 
the  ground  for  additional  demand, 
and  because  this  was  a  partial 
measure,  preparatory  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  scheme.  This  was  no  objection 
to  those  who  had  brought  forward 
and  supported  the  general  mea¬ 
sure  last  year,  and  he  would  be 
glad,  before  it  was  again  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  House,  where  it 
had  been  then  lost,  to  see  those 
who  sat  in  it,  called  upon  as  men, 
as  gentlemen,  and  men  of  ho¬ 
nour,  to  receive  among  them  those 
peers  who  had  originally  been  un¬ 
justly  deprived  of  their  privileges, 
or  to  state  the  grounds,  in  law  and 
justice,  of  their  continued  exclu¬ 
sion.  He  hoped,  that,  when  these 
peers  knocked  at  the  door  for  ad¬ 
mission,  they  who  opposed  their 
entrance  would  be  able  to  state  the 
principle  of  right  and  justice  011 
which  they  acted,  and  would  not 
sanction  rules  which  would  place 
their  own  valued  privileges  and 
hereditary  distinctions  at  the 
mercy  of  some  Titus  Oates  of  after 
times.  This  measure  of  justice 
was  to  reverse  an  act  of  attainder 
passed  on  the  evidence  of  the  most 
infamous  of  mankind,  and  in  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  alarm  which  had 
now  for  ever  disappeared.  The 
cause  of  the  exclusion  had  not  been, 
that  the  Catholic  peers  were  dan¬ 
gerous  counsellors,  but  because  the 
House  of  Commons  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  suspected  the  king 
of  being  a  Catholic,  and  dreaded  a 
Catholic  successor  to  the  throne.  It 
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wascertain,that  if  abill  of  exclusion 
against  the  latter  could  have  passed, 
this  hill  of  attainder  against  the 
peers  would  never  have  passed. 
But  the  innocent  had  been  pro- 
scribed  and  punished,  because  an 
exclusion  bill  could  not  be  carried. 
The  guiltless  had  been  attainted, 
because  the  proper  object  of  attack 
could  not  be  reached. 

Mr.  Wetherell  argued  the  ques¬ 
tion  on  general  grounds ;  and  in¬ 
deed  was  the  only  speaker  in  the 
debate,  who  did  not  deviate  from 
the  subject  into  mere  desultory  re¬ 
mark.  The  impatience  of  the 
House,  however,  prevented  him 
from  going  fully  into  the  discus¬ 
sion. 

On  a  division,  Mr.  Canning’s 
motion  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  5 ;  the  Ayes  being  249,  and  the 
Noes,  244. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  which  was 
made  on  the  10th  of  May,  Mr. 
Wetherell  spoke  at  great  length 
and  very  elaborately  against  it.  He 
considered  that  the  present  mea¬ 
sure  was  incoherent  and  unjusti¬ 
fiable,  unless  regarded  as  a  pledge 
and  declaration,  that  every  politi¬ 
cal  disqualification  on  account  of 
religion  was  to  be  abolished,  with¬ 
out  restriction  or  modification  ;  so 
that  it  depended  on  a  proposition, 
which  could  never  be  maintained, 
and,  which,  far  from  having  been 
recognised  by  parliament,  had 
never  been  advanced,  even  by  the 
warmest  advocates  of  Catholic 
emancipation. 

Mr.  Peel  also  continued  his  oppo¬ 
sition,  pursuing  a  line  of  argument 
somewhat  more  enlarged  than  on 
the  former  occasion.  He  did  not, 
he  said,  resist  the  present  measure 
because  it  was  partial;  for  there 
were  some  partial  measures  to 
which  he  should  not  object,  such. 


for  instance,  as  that  of  placing  the 
English  and  Irish  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  on  the  same  footing,  or  that  of 
granting  the  distinction  of  a  silk 
gown,  and  other  privileges,  short 
of  the  judicial  functions,  to  Roman 
Catholic  barristers.  There  was  a 
great  distinction  between  a  specific 
and  a  partial  measure ;  and  his 
objection  to  the  present  measure 
was,  that  it  was  partial  in  its  ope¬ 
ration,  while  it  was  general  in  its 
principle.  It  had  been  argued, 
that  there  could  be  no  danger  in , 
restoring  a  few  noblemen  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  rank  and  excellent  cha¬ 
racter,  to  the  privileges  which  their 
ancestors  enjoyed ;  but,  could  any 
man  of  common  sense  fail  to  see 
the  sophistry  of  this  argument  ? 
The  question  was  not,  whether 
half  a  dozen  individuals  should  be 
restored  to  the  privileges  of  their 
ancestors,  but  whether  the  disabi¬ 
lities  affecting  one  branch  of  the 
legislature  should  he  removed, 
while  they  continued  to  he  imposed 
on  the  other- — whether  the  Crown 
should  have  the  power  of  creating 
an  unlimited  number  of  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  peers,  while  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  not  the  power  of  return¬ 
ing  to  the  House  of  Commons  a 
limited  number  of  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  representatives.  It  had  been 
contended,  that  the  disabilities  af¬ 
fecting  the  peers  ought  to  be  re¬ 
moved  first,  because  they  were 
latest  imposed  upon  them;  hut  if 
there  was  any  validity  in  that  ar¬ 
gument,  it  would  go  to  prove  that 
all  restrictions  should  be  first  re¬ 
moved  from  the  throne. — With  re¬ 
gard  to  securities,  that  part  of  the 
subject  had  not  been  discussed  in 
the  last  debate,  and  in  his  opinion 
it  would  have  been  better  to  pass 
it  over  in  silence,  than  to  allude 
to  it  in  so  ominous  a  manner  as  in 
the  present  discussion.  They 
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Were  now  told,  that  these  securi¬ 
ties  were  never  necessary,  that 
they  had  been  adopted  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  quieting  some  ridi¬ 
culous  and  exaggerated  fears  of 
Protestant  bigots,  and  that  the 
best  security  was  to  be  derived 
from  the  unqualified  admission  of 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-sub¬ 
jects  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal 
rights  and  privileges.  If  such  was 
the  language  adopted  now,  and 
the  present  bill  were  to  pass 
without  any  securities,  what  would 
be  the  arguments  employed,  with 
regard  to  securities,  when  the  ge¬ 
neral  question  came  to  be  discussed 
in  the  next  session  ? 

Lord  Londonderry  and  Mr. 
Canning  supported  the  argument 
for  the  bill.  The  ground  they  took 
was,  that  no  danger  could  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  this  specific  mea¬ 
sure. 

The  question  being  put,  the 
Ayes  were  235,  the  Noes  223, 
which  left  a  majority  of  12  for  the 
bill.  No  discussion  or  division  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  having  gone  through 
the  previous  stages  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  second  reading  of  it 
was  moved  on  the  22nd  of  June 
by  the  duke  of  Portland.  Lord 
Colchester  took  the  lead  in  the  op¬ 
position  to  it,  by  a  very  concise, 
but  very  able  speech,  in  which  he 
expounded  the  general  principles  of 
the  policy  which  ought  to  be  pur¬ 
sued  towards  the  Catholics,  and  il¬ 
lustrated  and  confirmed  these  prin¬ 
ciples  by  a  reference  to  the  actual 
state  and  spirit  of  the  Catholic  re¬ 
ligion. 

The  lord  chancellor  followed  on 
the  same  side,  and  spoke  with  un¬ 
usual  force  and  vehemence.  Even 
the  bill  of  last  year,  said  he, 
the  most  amazing  thing  he  had 
seen  in  the  course  of  a  long  life. 


and  loaded  as  it  was  with  non¬ 
sensical  trash  about  bulls  and 
dispensations ;  even  that  bill  had 
proposed  its  securities ;  but  here 
was  concession  made  to  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  ;  concession  great  in  form, 
and  complete  in  substance;  and 
not  one  syllable  inserted  with  re¬ 
spect  to  securities  to  the  Protestant 
church.  It  might  be  said  that  this 
was  a  particular  measure,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  general 
one.  But  that  he  would  deny. 
When  their  lordships  should  have 
passed  the  bill  now  before  them,  it 
would  be  out  of  their  power  here¬ 
after  to  deliberate  as  they  ought  on 
any  further  concession.  On  look¬ 
ing  at  the  bill  in  its  original  shape, 
he  was  disposed  to  think  that  he 
had  been  misled  by  some  foolish 
fellow  of  a  printer,  who  had  gotten 
hold  of  the  wrong  manuscript. 
The  bill,  to  his  great  astonish¬ 
ment,  prooosed  to  repeal  an  act 
of  Charles  II.  It  was  not  a 
little  extraordinary  that  the  right 
hon,  gentleman  (Mr.  Canning), 
whom  he  wished  very  well,  what¬ 
ever  part  of  the  world  he  might  go 
to,  assisted  as  he  had  been  by  the 
labours  of  many  lawyers,  should 
pretend  to  repeal  an  act  which  had 
been  repealed  a  hundred  years  ago. 
This  absurdity,  however,  had 
been  got  over ;  and  its  advocates 
went  on  to  say,  that  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  causes  which  existed  in 
the  time  of  Charles  II.,  were  now 
removed,  and,  therefore,  that,  the 
bill  ought  to  be  adopted,  without 
ever  considering  whether  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  causes,  which  had 
called  forth  repeated  enactments 
since  that  period,  had  all  disappear¬ 
ed  with  those  that  existed  at  the 
time  of  Charles  1 1.  In  his  opinion, 
if  Titus  Oates  had  never  been  born, 
the  same  enactments  would  have 
taken  place.  He  could  not  forget 
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what  Russell  had  said  of  popery, 
what  Sidney  had  said  of  it.  In 
looking  to  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
and  the  principle  upon  which 
those  enactments  rested,  the 
question  was,  whether  the  mea¬ 
sures  taken  by  William,  queen 
Anne,  and  George  the  I.  and 
II.,  for  the  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant  establishment,  should  or 
should  not  be  repealed  ?  In  all  the 
indemnity  acts  that  were  passed, 
no  allusion  was  made  to  the  act 
of  Charles  II.,  but  merely  to 
those  which  he  had  just  mentioned, 
lie  was  anxious  to  provide  for  to¬ 
morrow  as  well  as  to-day  ;  and  not 
being  able  to  foresee  what  might 
happen,  he  was  desirous  to  retain 
the  securities,  which  our  ancestors, 
at  the  Revolution,  considered  to 
be  necessary.  He  might  be  told, 
indeed,  that  no  acts,  not  even  those 
of  the  Revolution,  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  fundamental ;  that  the  le¬ 
gislature  of  one  day  could  not  bind 
the.  legislature  of  another ;  but  it 
accorded  with  the  principles  of  le¬ 
gislation  to  say  of  certain  acts,  that 
posterity  should  be  cautious  how 
they  disturbed  them.  The  acts, 
to  which  he  now  alluded,  were 
stated  at  the  time  to  be  funda¬ 
mental,  and  binding  for  ever ; 
which  marked  at  least  the  import¬ 
ance  attached  to  them  by  our  an¬ 
cestors.  What  was  the  language 
of  king  W  illiam  in  all  his  commu¬ 
nications  ?  He  had  stated  repeat¬ 
edly  that  some  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  should  be  made,  in  order, 
that  the  religion  and  liberties  of 
the  country  might  never  again  be 
put  into  danger.  And  what  did 
our  ancestors  do?  They,  long 
after  they  had  ceased  to  be 
frightened  by  Titus  Oates,  re¬ 
enacted  the  disability  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  peers  to  sit  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  They  provided  that  the 


Lords  should  be  Protestant,  the 
Commons  Protestant,  and  the  King 
Protestant  also.  They  even  took 
care  to  provide,  that  he  should 
marry  a  Protestant ;  and,  not  con¬ 
tent  with  all  that,  they  added  a 
coronation  oath,  by  which  the  king 
bound  himself  to  support  the  Pro¬ 
testant  religion,  as  by  law  estab¬ 
lished.  At  the  time  of  the  Re¬ 
volution  they  made  the  church  and 
State  Protestant,  and  the  king 
could  not  take  his  seat  on  the 
throne  without  pledging  himself  to 
protect  both  church  and  state,  un¬ 
der  the  obligation  of  an  oath.  They 
had  determined,  that  the  parlia- 
liament  should  be  Protestant  as 
well  as  the  king  ;  and  the  Rill  of 
Rights  declared,  that  that  should 
be  the  law  for  ever.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that  parliament  had 
not  the  power  to  alter  the  law,  if 
they  should  think  proper ;  but  he 
would  say,  that  they  ought  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  great  caution  in  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  such  vast  importance,  and 
hesitate  before  they  passed  so  great 
a  censure  upon  those  who  effected 
the  Revolution.  If  any  other  proof 
was  wanting  that  the  exclusion  of 
Catholic  peers  was  not  a  tempo¬ 
rary  occasional  measure,  but  an 
essential  part  of  the  permanent 
constitutional  policy  of  the  country, 
as  understood  by  our  forefathers,  it 
was  to  be  found  in  the  act  of 
Union  with  Scotland,  which  most 
anxiously  and  expressly  provided, 
that  no  man,  who  was  not  a  Pro¬ 
testant  should  elect  or  be  elected 
to  a  seat  in  either  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  consider  the  acts  passed  in 
the  reigns  of  Geo.  I.  &  II.,  which 
ratified,  or  recognized,  the  exclusion 
of  Catholic  peers.  Their  being 
adopted  without  reference  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  were  so  many  in- 
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trovertible  proofs,  that  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  present  measure  had 
placed  it  on  ground  altogether  un¬ 
tenable.  Soon  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  an  act  was  passed  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  causes  that 
produced  the  act  of  Charles  II., 
and  yet  recognized  the  provisions 
of  that  measure.  In  the  same 
way,  the  act  of  George  I.,  with¬ 
out  referring  to  the  Revolution,  or 
the  causes  that  produced  it,  al¬ 
luded  to  all  the  acts  and  declara¬ 
tions  which  had  sprung  out  of  it, 
and  re-enacted  them  all.  He  next 
mentioned  the  act  of  indemnity 
passed  in  the  reign  of  George  II., 
in  the  preamble  to  which,  the 
causes  and  circumstances  that  gave 
rise  to  the  act  of  Charles  II.  were 
enumerated ;  and  he  contended, 
that  their  lordships  could  not  agree 
to  the  present  measure,  without 
saying  that  all  the  causes  and  cir¬ 
cumstances,  which  occasioned  the 
various  acts  from  the  time  of 
Charles  II.  up  to  the  last  year,  had 
ceased  to  exist.  How,  he  de¬ 
manded,  could  such  an  assertion  be 
made  by  those,  who,  year  after 
year,  when  bringing  bills  into  par¬ 
liament  on  this  very  subject,  ush¬ 
ered  them  in  with  a  declaration, 
that  they  could  not  think  of 
touching  the  Protestant  establish¬ 
ment  in  church  and  state,  and 
therefore  proposed  what  they  cal¬ 
led  securities,  though  to  him  they 
appeared  to  be  no  securities  at  all? 
How  any  one  could  introduce  such 
a  measure  as  the  present,  and  at 
the  same  time  say,  that  it  could 
have  no  effect  on  the  general  mea- 
s  sure  of  emancipation,  he  could 
not  conceive.  He  knew  not  the 
meaning  of  excluding  one  body  of 
people  from  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  while  another  body,  profess¬ 
ing  the  same  faith,  were  admitted 
into  the  House  of  Peers.  If  Ro- 
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man  Catholics  were  once  admitted 
to  sit  in  that  House,  they  must 
also  of  necessity  sit  in  the  other- 
Would  the  noble  mover  of  the  bill 
abrogate  any  of  those  enactments, 
which,  wit  h  respect  to  religion,  af¬ 
fected  the  sovereign  ?  Would  he 
allow  the  king  to  marry  a  papist  ? 
If  the  noble  mover,  from  a  con¬ 
scientious  feeling,  would  prevent 
his  sovereign  from  marrying  a  pa¬ 
pist,  he,  from  an  equally  conscien¬ 
tious  feeling,  must  object  to  the 
introduction  of  Roman  Catholics 
to  that  House.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  if  he  agreed  to  this  spe¬ 
cific  measure,  he  could  not  resist 
any  other.  It  was  nothing  more 
nor  less,  than  a  motion  for  general 
emancipation ;  and  therefore  he 
could  not  consent  to  its  adoption. 
In  a  short  time,  it  would  be  of 
very  little  consequence,  to  what  he 
did  or  to  what  he  did  not  consent ; 
but  while  he  had  the  power,  he 
would  endeavour  to  discharge  his 
duty  firmly.  It  was  repeatedly 
urged,  that  the  question  of  emanci¬ 
pation  would  be  carried  sooner  or 
later.  He  did  not  believe  it ;  and 
he  thought  the  oftener  the  asser¬ 
tion  was  made,  the  less  chance 
there  was  of  its  being  confirmed. 
If  these  were  the  last  words  he 
ever  spoke,  he  should  say,  that 
should  this  measure  be  carried, 
then  the  liberties  of  his  country, 
as  settled  at  the  revolution,  the 
laws  of  his  country  as  established 
by  the  securities  formed  at  that 
time  for  the  preservation  of  her 
freedom,  were  all  gone ;  but  he 
should  have  the  pleasure  to  reflect, 
that  he  had  not  been  accessory  to 
their  destruction. 

Lord  Grey,  in  reply  to  the  lord 
chancellor,  contended,  that  the 
acts  subsequent  to  the  revolution, 
which  coincided  in  effect  with  the 
30th  of  Charles  II.,  had  been 
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passed  merely  with  temporary 
views,  and  under  the  pressure  of 
peculiar  circumstances  : — 'that  the 
evils,  against  which  they  were 
adopted  as  precautions,  were  no 
longer  to  be  apprehended ; — that 
it  was  not  fair  to  argue  the  ques¬ 
tion,  as  if  it  were  the  question  of 
general  emancipation  ; — that  the 
bill  now  pending  was  not  a  preli¬ 
minary  step  to  complete  emancipa¬ 
tion,  but  was  an  insulated  propo¬ 
sition  standing  on  its  own  separate 
ground,  which  would  neither  re¬ 
tard  nor  promote  the  general 
scheme  of  relief ; — and,  that  it 
ought  to  be  passed,  as  a  measure  of 
strict  justice,  unless  some  consi¬ 
derable  evils  could  be  pointed  out, 
as  likely  to  arise  from  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  six  or  seven  Catholic  no¬ 
blemen  into  that  House. 

Lord  Liverpool  argued  the  ques¬ 
tion  on  the  narrow  ground  chosen 
by  its  advocates,  and  farther  in¬ 
sisted,  that  the  bill  under  consi¬ 
deration  was  contrary  to  every 
sound  maxim,  unless  brought  for¬ 
ward  as  a  part  of  a  general  scheme 
of  relief.  On  what  principle,  he 
asked,  could  their  lordships  say— - 
“  We  will  not  object  to  a  peer’s 
sitting  amongst  us,  though  he 
does  acknowledge  a  foreign  juris¬ 
diction  in  some  matters  of  spiritual 
concern ;  but  we  will  object  to  a 
commoner’s  sitting  in  parliament, 
under  similar  circumstances.” 
Could  any  thing  so  invidious,  so 
monstrous,  so  unjust,  be  success¬ 
fully  proposed  in  modem  times? 
Was  it  not  the  boast  of  our  aris¬ 
tocracy,  that  though  they  possess¬ 
ed  high  privileges,  they  possessed 
them  for  the  benefit,  not  for  the 
injury,  of  any  man  ?  If  their  lord- 
ships  looked  to  the  nature  of  the 
duties  and  privileges  which  be¬ 
longed  to  them,  they  would  find 
that  the  concerns  of  religion  were 


especially  theirs;  and,  therefore, 
if  it  was  the  right  of  any  branch, 
surely  it  was  the  right  of  this 
branch  of  the  legislature  above  all 
others,  to  require  from  its  members 
some  tests  that  they  were  attached 
to  the  established  church.  Upon 
what  principle  would  their  lord- 
ships  draw  a  distinction  in  favour 
of  the  Catholic  peers  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  the  Catholic  community 
of  the  realm  ?  A  more  serious 
evil  could  not  befall  the  country 
than  to  pass  the  bill,  even  assuming 
that  their  lordships  should  proceed 
no  further.  If  they  should  pass 
it,  and  then  take  their  stand 
against  further  Catholic  conces¬ 
sions,  it  would,  in  that  case,  still 
be  the  most  impolitic  and  mis¬ 
chievous  measure  imaginable. 
What  could  be  a  more  invidious 
concession,  than  a  favour  of  this 
sort  to  the  Roman  Catholic  peers  ? 
The  bill  was  not  calculated  to 
effect  any  certain  advantage ;  it 
settled  nothing :  it  left  the  whole 
question  precisely  where  it  was  be¬ 
fore.  It  did  no  good  to  that  great 
interest,  the  welfare  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  which  had  hitherto  been 
assigned  as  the  grand ’objects,  with 
which  the  general  question  was 
brought  forward  in  parliament. 
All  that  it  offered  was  a  most  un¬ 
wise  and  most  invidious  distinction 
between  the  peers  and  the  com-, 
monalty  of  a  particular  church. 

Lord  Grenville  and  lord  Holland 
spoke  at  great  length  in  favour 
of  the  bill.  The  House  then  di¬ 
vided  ;  when  there  apeared — 

Proxies.  Total 
Content,  present,  80  ...  49  ...  129 
Not-Content  ...  97  •••  74  ...  171 


Majority  ...  1?  2 5  42 

Thus  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of 
the  attempt  to  carry  this  measure. 
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is  the  very  narrow  ground  on 
which  its  patrons  placed  it.  They 
now  abandoned  all  the  great  topics 
of  policy,  which  had  been  insisted 
on  in  times  past,  whenever  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  claims  were  brought  forward ; 
and,  in  the  discussion,  they  assumed 
the  character  of  historians  or  an¬ 
tiquarians  rather  than  of  states¬ 
men.  Mr.  Canning  (if  his  intro¬ 
ductory  speech  can  be  taken  as  an 
exposition  of  his  sentiments)  con¬ 
ceived,  that,  if  he  proved  that  the 
Popish  plot  was  a  barbarous  and 
cruel  fiction,  and  that  one  object 
with  which  the  30th  of  Charles 
If.  had  been  originally  passed  by 
the  Commons,  was  to  exclude  the 
then  duke  of  York,  the  inference 
necessarily  followed,  that  Catholic 
peers  ought  now  to  be  permitted  to 
sit  and  vote  in  the  legislature. 
Yet,  in  truth,  what  connection  is 
there  here  between  the  premises 
and  the  conclusion  ?  The  present 
policy,  which  ought  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Catholics,  must  depend 
on  general  principles  applied  to  the 
actual  state  of  the  world,  not  on 
any  minute  fragments  of  historical 
or  antiquarian  lore.  Indeed,  the 
whole  of  that  celebrated  speech  of 
Mr.  Canning  (and,  being  looked 
upon  as  probably  the  last  which  he 
would  deliver  on  any  great  occa¬ 
sion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it 
had  excited  an  unusual  degree  of 
interest  and  expectation)  was  a 
curious  specimen  of  rhetorical  art. 
It  never  once  touched  the  real 
essence  of  the  question  in  debate, 
and  yet  never  seemed  to  deviate 
from  it.  The  argumentative  part 
of  it  proved  nothing  ;  and  the  only 
topics,  that  had  any  real  connection 
■with  the  proposition  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  establish,  were  some 
that  were  introduced  incidentally. 
It  was  composed  of  a  multitude  of 
well-expressed  desultory  remarks. 
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which  all  tended  to  incline  the 
mind  favourably  towards  the  Ca¬ 
tholic  peers ;  the  want  of  logical 
connexion  in  those  [remarks  was 
skilfully  supplied  by  tricks  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  artful  transitions. 

This  course  was,  perhaps,  ren¬ 
dered  necessary  in  reference  to  the 
peculiar  light,  in  which  all  the 
friends  of  the  measure  concurred  in 
contemplating  it,  and  in  holding  it 
up  to  the  view  of  others.  It  was 
represented  as  a  partial  insulated 
proposition,  totally  unconnected 
with  the  question  of  Catholic 
emancipation,  and  which  might 
be,  and  ought  to  be  adopted,  even 
by  those  who  were  hostile  to  every 
scheme  of  general  favour  to  the 
Catholics.  Consistency  thus  com¬ 
pelled  them  to  abstain  from  using 
the  topics,  which  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  urging  powerfully  in  the 
discussion  of  the  general  question  : 
for  had  they  now  insisted  on 
these,  the  answer  would  have  been 
obvious  ;  you  are  arguing  the  ge¬ 
neral  measure — and  yet  you  say 
that  this  particular  proposition  has 
no  connexion  with  it.  In  the 
course  of  the  debates,  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  Mr.  Canning’s  bill  found 
themselves  not  a  little  perplexed 
by  the  confined  and  disadvantage¬ 
ous  position,  in  which  they  had 
chosen  to  coop  themselves  up. 

The  opponents  of  the  bill,  on 
the  contrary,  had  a  wide  and  fair 
field  of  argument  before  them. 
They  maintained  first,  that  the 
exclusion  of  the  Catholics  from 
legislative  and  judicial  power,  was 
and  ought  to  be  of  the  essence  of 
our  constitutional  system ;  and 
secondly,  that  such  exclusion  ne¬ 
cessarily  implied,  that  Catholic 
peers  ought  not  to  sit  and  vote  in 
the  House, of  Lords.  The  second 
proposition  was  undeniable,  if  the 
first  could  not  be  overthrown ;  and 
[F  2] 
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from  the  nature  of  the  ground 
which  the  promoters  of  the  hill 
had  taken  up.,  the  first  could  not 
even  he  attacked.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  partisans  of  the  anti¬ 
catholic  system  were  never  more 
triumphant  in  argument,  than  on 
the  present  occasion. 

If  the  inode  in  which  the 
friends  of  the  bill  chose  to  argue 
the  matter,  was  objectionable,  the 
measure  itself  was  equally  so.  A 
question  of  such  vast  importance, 
as  that  of  raising  Catholics  to  a 
political  level  with  Protestants, 
ought  not  to  be  decided  in  frag¬ 
ments.  To  represent  one  part  of 
it  as  independent  of  another,  is 
mere  sophistry  and  delusion. 
Whether  Catholic  peers  ought  to 
sit  in  parliament,  cannot  be  de¬ 
termined,  till  the  general  question 
is  brought  to  a  conclusion ;  if  the 
great  mass  of  the  Catholic  body 
are  to  be  excluded  from  political 
power,  their  nobles  must  share  in 
the  disabilities.  Indeed,  to  make 
Catholics  eligible  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons  would  be  a 
much  less  important  change,  than 
their  admission  into  the  upper 
House.  In  the  Commons,  they 
could  not  form  a  permanent  body; 
they  would  be  subject  to  the 
caprice  and  to  the  opinions  of  their 
electors ;  and  if  they  acted  in  sys¬ 
tematic  hostility  to  Protestantism 
and  the  established  church,  they 
might  run  the  hazard  of  finding 
other  candidates  preferred  to 
them.  But  by  opening  the  doors 
of  the  House  of  Peers  to  Ca¬ 
tholics,  we  introduce  into  parlia¬ 
ment  .  a  permanent  Catholic  body, 
not  liable  to  Protestant  control ; 
and  invested  with  a  share  of  the 
supreme  judicial,  as  well  as  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

The  question  of  parliamentary 
reform  which  had  for  a  long  time 


ceased  to  excite  much  interest  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  had 
in  the  preceding  session,  been  re¬ 
ceived  there  with  extreme  cold¬ 
ness,  assumed  this  year  a  more  im¬ 
portant  aspect.  Petitions  on  that 
subject  having  been  presented 
from  a  great  number  of  towns,  and 
from  the  counties  of  Middlesex, 
Devon,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Bedford, 
Cambridge,  Surrey,  Cornwall,  and 
Huntingdon,  lord  John  Russel 
on  the  29th  of  April,  moved,  “  that 
the  present  state  of  the  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  people  in  parliament 
requires  the  most  serious  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  House/7  This 
motion  he  supported  in  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  long  and  elaborate  speech. 
The  foundation  of  his  argument 
was  a  comparison  of  the  state  of 
the  House  with  the  condition  of 
the  people.  ce  If  I  can  show,” 
said  he,  that  the  state  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  people  has  materially 
changed,  and  that  the  change  in 
the  state  of  the  House  has  not 
been  agreeable  to  that  change  in 
the  state  of  the  people,  but  of  a 
very  different  and  opposite  ten¬ 
dency,  then  it  must  be  allowTed  that 
the  House  and  the  people  have  no 
longer  that  accordance  which  they 
ought  to  have,  and  that  some  re¬ 
medy  is  required ;  but  if  I  farther 
show  that  this  discrepancy  has 
made  itself  evident  by  acts  which 
the  House  has  done,  and  which 
the  representatives  of  the  people 
never  could  have  sanctioned,  then 
it  must  be  admitted,  not  only  that 
there  are  abuses  to  be  reformed, 
but  that  the  duty,  and  love  of  our 
country,  command  the  House  im¬ 
mediately  to  begin  the  work.” 

In  illustration  of  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  state 
of  the  people,  after  insisting  on 
our  immense  expenditure,  and  on 
the  increase  of  our  manufactories 
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and  commerce,  he  mentioned  a 
number  of  facts  to  show  the  great 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  the 
prevalence  of  a  habit  of,  and  taste 
for,  reading  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  greater  attention  now 
given  to  political  discussion,  was 
manifested  by  the  gradual  multi¬ 
plication  of  newspapers  which  had 
taken  place  within  the  last  thirty 
or  forty  years  ;  in  proof  of  which 
he  read  the  following  table  of  the 
number  of  newspapers  published 
at  three  distinct  periods : — 

In  the  Year  1782  : 


In  England  .  50 

In  Scotland  .  8 

In  Ireland .  3 

London  daily .  9 

Twice  a  week  .  9 

Weekly  .  0 

British  Islands  .  0 


79 

In  the  Year  1790: 


In  England  .  60 

In  Scotland  .  27 

In  Ireland .  27 

London  daily .  14 

Twice  a  week  .  7 

W eekly  .  11 

British  Islands  .  0 


146 

In  the  Year  1821  : 


In  England  . «.  185 

In  Scotland .  81 

In  Ireland  .  56 

London  daily  .  16 

Twice  a  week .  8 

Weekly  .  82 

British  Islands .  6 


284 

Having  expatiated  at  great 
length  on  these  topics,  the  noble 
lord  went  on  to  inquire,  whether 
the  state  of  parliament  had  been 


so  changed  as  to  represent  the  in¬ 
creased  importance  of  the  middling 
classes ;  and,  after  some  common 
place  details  with  respect  to  the 
elections  for  counties,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  he  determined  the  ques¬ 
tion  in  the  negative.  Then,  in 
order  to  prove  that  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  at  present  consti¬ 
tuted,  is  not  a  proper  engine  of 
government,  he  entered  into  an 
elaborate  analysis  of  the  manner  in 
which  votes  had  been  given  for  or 
against  ministers,  by  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  larger  and  the 
smaller  towns.  The  first  calcula¬ 
tion,  which  he  gave,  had  been 
made  by  lord  Milton.  According 
to  it,  there  were  88  boroughs,  in 
each  of  which  there  were  less  than 
1,000  inhabitants.  Out  of  the 
members  for  those  boroughs,  12 
had  voted  against  ministers,  44  for 
them,  and  10  were  neutral.  There 
were  85  boroughs  containing  less 
than  2,000  inhabitants  each  ;  out 
of  the  members  for  these  boroughs, 
15  had  voted  against  ministers, 
55  for  them ;  8  were  neutral. 

There  were  76  boroughs,  contain¬ 
ing  less  than  5,000  inhabitants ;  out 
of  the.  members  for  them,  48  had 
voted  against  ministers,  and  98  for 
them ;  10  were  neutral.  There 
were  25  boroughs,  containing  from 
5,000  to  10,000  inhabitants  each: 
out  of  the  members  for  them,  22 
had  voted  against  ministers,  and 
27  for  them ;  and  in  81  boroughs, 
containing  10,000  inhabitants  each, 
and  upwards,  there  were  88  mem¬ 
bers  against  ministers,  and  only  2 1 
for  them ;  one  was  neutral. 

Lord  John  Russell’s  own  esti¬ 
mate  was  not  very  different  in  its 
result.  In  forming  it,  he  consi¬ 
dered  all  those  as  ministerial,  who 
had  never  voted  for  the  reduction 
of  the  public  establishments  ;  and 
put  down,  as  opposition  members. 
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all  wlio  had  voted  three  times  in 
favour  of  popular  measures,  even 
though  they  were  in  general  sup¬ 
porters  of  ministers.  From  the 
members  of  the  boroughs  under 
500  inhabitants,  there  was  one 
member  in  favour  of  reduction, 
and  19  against  it.  From  the 
members  of  the  boroughs  contain¬ 
ing  from  500  to  1,000  inhabitants, 
there  were  12  for,  and  33  against 
reduction.  From  the  members  of 
the  boroughs  containing  more  than 
1,000,  and  less  than  2,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  1 7  were  for,  and  44  against 
reduction.  From  the  members  of 
the  boroughs  containing  more  than 
2,000,  and  less  than  3,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  19  were  for,  and  46  against 
reduction.  From  the  members  of 
the  boroughs  containing  5,000  in¬ 
habitants,  there  were  25  for,  and 
44  against  reduction ;  and  from 
those  of  the  boroughs  contain¬ 
ing  more  than  5,000  inhabitants, 
there  were  66  for,  and  only  47 
against  reduction.  Thus,  it  was 
evident,  that  the  proportion  in 
favour  of  ministers  diminished,  as 
the  size  of  the  places  increased ; 
for  the  proportion  was  in  the  first 
class  as  19  to  1  in  their  favour  ; 
in  the  second,  as  3  to  1  ;  in  the 
third,  as  2  to  1  ;  in  the  fourth,  as 
4  to  3  ;  in  the  fifth,  as  3  to  5. 
These  were  facts  which  ought  to 
convince  the  most  incredulous, 
that  the  small  towns  did  not  re¬ 
present  the  interests  of  the  people 
so  well  as  the  large  towns. 

“  But  besides  these  facts,”  said  the 
noble  lord,  “  others  have  occurred 
during  this  session  of  parliament, 
which  afford  results  equally  strik¬ 
ing.  I  shall  take  two  questions 
which  have  been  discussed  in  it, 
and  which  are  undoubtedly  of 
great  public  interest  and  import¬ 
ance  :  the  one  relates  to  the  salt- 
tax,  the  other  to  the  office  of  post¬ 


master-general.  Upon  the  salt- 
tax  the  numbers  were  1 69  in 
favour  of  its  continuance,  and  11)5 
in  support  of  its  abolition.  Out 
of  these  165  members,  there  were 
42  representatives  of  English  and 
Welsh  counties,  and  55  of  large 
towns;  of  which  towns  there  are 
altogether  not  more  than  56 ;  so 
that  in  this  small  number  of  165,  less 
than  a  third  of  the  English  mem¬ 
bers,  we  have  nearly  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  English 
members  for  counties  and  large 
towns.  Nov/  out  of  the  169 
members,  who  formed  the  majority 
on  that  occasion,  I  cannot  make 
out  more  than  14  county  members, 
though  I  can  make  out  6l  place¬ 
men,  of  whom  only  10  can  be  in 
any  respeet  considered  as  nomi¬ 
nees  of  counties  or  large  towns. 

ct  The  division  on  the  office  of 
post-master-general  was  still  more 
decisively  in  favour  of  the  propo¬ 
sition  which  I  wish  to  establish. 
There  were  159  members  for  the 
abolition,  and  184  for  the  contin¬ 
uance  of  that  useless  office ;  so 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  25  in 
favour  of  the  office  and  of  mi¬ 
nisters.  Of  these  159;  were 
the  representatives  of  English  and 
Welsh  counties,  and  40  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  large  towns, 
making  together  a  total  of  69 *  On 
the  other  side,  I  cannot  make  out 
more  than  11  county  members, 
and  23  members  for  large  towns, 
making  a  total  of  34 :  that  is  to 
say,  that  out  of  those  members 
who  were  really  elected  by  the 
people,  there  were  69  for  abolish¬ 
ing,  and  only  34  for  continuing 
the  office.” 

Having  thus  established,  as  he 
conceived,  the  necessity  of  an 
alteration.  Lord  John  Russell  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  consider  what  the  altera¬ 
tion  ought  to  be.  In  doing  this. 
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lie  said,  he  had  naturally  directed 
his  attention  to  the  remedial  mea¬ 
sures,  which  had  been  heretofore 
suggested  by  persons  of  great 
weight  and  authority.  The  pro¬ 
position  of  lord  Chatham  was,  to 
add  100  members  to  the  number 
of  persons  composing  the  House 
of  Commons.  Mr.  Pitt  proposed 
an  addition  of  100  knights  to  be 
elected  by  the  counties.  Mr.  Flood, 
in  the  year  1790,  proposed  the 
same  numerical  accession  of 
strength  to  the  representation,  to 
be  elected  by  householders  through¬ 
out  the  country  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  at 
the  time,  remarked  that  the  plan 
of  Mr.  Flood  was  the  best  he  had 
ever  seen  submitted  to  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  parliament.  Feeling, 
therefore,  the  weight  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  such  great  authorities,  he 
should  adopt  their  number  in  his 
present  proposition.  Flis  plan 
then  would  be,  that  an  addition  of 
a  hundred  names  should  be  made 
to  the  roll  of  that  House ;  and 
the  leaning  of  his  mind  was,  that 
60  of  these  should  be  added  for 
the  counties,  and  the  remaining 
40  for  the  towns  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  country.  How¬ 
ever,  as  to  the  manner  of  distribu¬ 
tion  and  the  mode  of  election, 
that  was  a  matter  which  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  consideration  at  a 
future  period.  It  might,  however, 
be  said,  that  since  the  time  when 
Chatham,  Pitt,  Fox,  and  Flood 
had  called  for  an  addition  to  the 
number  of  members  in  that  House, 
the  proposed  number  of  100  had, 
in  point  of  fact,  been  added  by  the 
Irish  Union.  In  order  to  get  out 
of  this  difficulty,  he  should  say, 
that  a  number  to  the  same  amount 
as  that  for  the  representation  of 
Ireland  might  be  struck  out  of 
their  present  list,  without  inter¬ 
fering  with  his  remedial  plan  ;  for 
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instance,  let  the  hundred  be  taken 
away  from  the  hundred  smallest 
boroughs  which  returned  each 
two  members  to  sit  in  parliament ; 
and  let  these  boroughs  retain  but 
one  member  each. 

Mr.  Horace  Twiss,  lord  Folkes¬ 
tone,  Mr.  C.  Wynne,  and  Mr. 
Robinson,  spoke  after  lord  John 
Russell;  but  the  House  waited 
impatiently  for  the  rising  of  Mr. 
Canning,  whose  speeches  at  Liver¬ 
pool  on  the  subject  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform  had  been,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  vehemently 
reprobated  by  lord  Folkestone 
The  harangue  of  Mr.  Canning  on 
this  occasion,  was  in  his  most  ela¬ 
borate  and  discursive  style.  “  The 
plan  of  reform,”  said  he,  “  now  pro¬ 
posed  is,  to  make  an  addition  of 
100  members  to  this  House,  to  be 
returned  by  the  counties  and 
larger  towns ;  and  to  open  the 
way  for  this  augmentation,  by  de¬ 
priving  each  of  the  smaller  bo¬ 
roughs  of  one  half  of  the  elective 
franchise  which  they  now  enjoy. 
This  plan  the  noble  lord  has  in¬ 
troduced  and  recommended  with 
an  enumeration  of  names,  whose 
authority  he  assumes  to  be  in 
favour  of  it.  Amongst  those 
names  is  that  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Rut 
the  House  must  surely  be  aware, 
that  the  plan  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Pitt  differed  widely,  not  only 
in  detail,  but  in  principle,  from 
that  propounded  on  this  occasion 
by  the  noble  lord.  True  it  is, 
that  the  object  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan 
was,  like  that  of  the  noble  lord’s, 
to  add  100  members  to  this  House ; 
but  this  object  was  to  be  attained 
without  the  forcible  abolition  of 
any  existing  right  of  election.  Mr. 
Pitt  proposed  to  establish  a  fund 
of  1,000,000/.,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  franchises  from  such 
decayed  boroughs  as  should  be 
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willing  to  sell  them.  This  fund 
was  to  accumulate  at  compound 
interest,  till  an  adequate  induce¬ 
ment  was  provided  for  the  volun¬ 
tary  surrender,  by  the  proprietors, 
of  such  elective  franchises  as  it 
might  be  thought  expedient  to 
abolish.  There  was  throughout 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan  a 
studious  avoidance  of  coercion ;  a 
careful  preservation  of  vested  in¬ 
terests  ;  and  a  fixed  determination 
not  to  violate  existing  rights  in 
accomplishing  its  object.  It  was 
hoped,  that  by  these  means  every 
sense  of  injury  or  danger  would 
be  excluded,  and  that  the  change 
in  view  would  be  brought  about 
by  a  gradual  process,  resembling 
the  silent  and  insensible  operation 
of  time.  Here  then,  I  repeat  it, 
is  a  difference  of  the  most  essential 
kind  between  the  two  propositions 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  of  the  noble  lord  ; 
a  difference,  not  superficial,  but 
fundamental ;  as  complete,  indeed, 
as  the  difference  between  conces¬ 
sion  and  force,  or  between  respect 
for  property  and  spoliation. 

The  plan  now  brought  forward, 
dangerous  and  violent  as  it  was, 
would  never  satisfy  the  genuine 
reformers.  If,”  said  Mr.  Canning, 

*  the  House  looks  only  to  the  various 
plans  of  reform,  which  have  at 
different  times  been  laid  upon  its 
table,  not  by  visionary  speculatists, 
but  by  able  and  enlightened  men, 
some  of  the  ornaments  of  this  and 
the  other  -House  of  Parliament, 
how  faint  and  fiat  is  the  noble 
mover  s  present  plan  in  comparison 
with  them  ?  Let  us  take  for  ex¬ 
ample  that  one  of  the  plans,  which 
had  the  greatest  concurrence  of 
opinions,  and  the  greatest  weight 
of  authority  in  its  favour.  A  pe¬ 
tition  was  presented  to  this  House 
in  1793,  which  may  perhaps  be 
considered  as  the  most  advised  and 


authentic  exposition  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  parliamentary  reform 
that  ever  has  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  this  House  or 
of  the  public.  Those  principles 
are  developed  by  the  petitioners, 
with  singular  clearness  and  force, 
and  expressed  in  admirable  lan¬ 
guage.  It  was  presented  in  1793, 
by  a  noble  person,  now  one  of  the 
chief  lights  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  as  the  petition  of  the 
“  Friends  of  the  People,  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
Reform  in  Parliament.”  In  that 
petition,  certain  distinct  proposi¬ 
tions  are  laid  down  as  the  basis  of 
a  reform,  which,  to  my  recollec¬ 
tion,  have  never  yet  been  disclaim¬ 
ed,  either  on  the  part  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  or  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  them  in  the  same  pursuit. 
The  petitioners  complain,  in  the 
first  place,  that  there  is  not  an 
uniform  right  of  voting; — secondly, 
that  the  right  of  voting  is  in  too 
small  bodies  ; — thirdly,  that  many 
great  bodies  are  excluded  from 
voting  ; — and,  fourthly,  they  com¬ 
plain  of  the  protracted  duration  of 
parliaments  *  Does  the  noble  lord 
believe  that  all  these  notions  are 
forgotten  ?  that  no  persons  still 
cherish  them  as  the  only  means  of 
effecting  the  salvation  of  the 
country? — or,  does  he  subscribe 
to  them  all,  although  he  may  not 
think  this  the  time  for  pressing 
them  upon  the  House  ? 

“  For  my  part.  Sir,  I  value  the 
system  of  parliamentary  represen¬ 
tation,  for  that  very  want  of  uni¬ 
formity  which  is  complained  of  in 
this  petition  ;  for  the  variety  of 
rights  of  election.  I  conceive, 
that  to  establish  one  uniform  right 
would  inevitably  be,  to  exclude 
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some  important  interests  from  the 
advantage  of  being  represented  in 
this  House.  At  all  events,  the 
noble  lord’s  plan  does  not  cure  this 
objection.  The  rights  of  voting 
would  remain  as  various  after  the 
adoption  of  his  plan,  as  before  ; 
and  a  new  variety  would  be  added 
to  them.  Even  of  burgage  te¬ 
nures,  the  most  obnoxious  right  of 
all,  and  the  most  indignantly  re¬ 
probated  by  the  petition  of  1793, 
the  noble  lord  would  carefully 
preserve  the  principle — only  cur¬ 
tailing,  by  one-half,  its  operation. 

“  A  change  in  the  constitution  of 
the  House  of  Commons,”  continued 
Mr.  Canning,  “  is  the  object  of  the 
present  motion.  That  such  a 
change  is  necessary,  the  noble  lord 
asserts — and  I  deny.  I  deny  al¬ 
together  the  existence  of  any  such 
practical  defect  in  the  present  con¬ 
stitution  of  this  House,  as  requires 
the  adoption  of  so  fearful  an  ex¬ 
periment.  The  noble  lord  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  show  the  necessity  of 
such  a  change  by  enumerating  cer¬ 
tain  questions,  on  which  this  House 
has,  on  sundry  occasions,  decided 
against  the  noble  mover’s  opinion, 
and  against  the  politics  and  in¬ 
terests  of  that  party  in  the  state, 
of  which  the  noble  mover  is  so 
conspicuous  an  ornament.  But  if 
such  considerations  be  sufficient  to 
unsettle  an  ancient  and  established 
form  of  political  constitution,  how 
could  any  constitution — any  free 
constitution — exist  for  six  months  ? 
While  human  nature  continues  the 
same — the  like  divisions  will  arise 
in  every  free  state  ;  the  like  con¬ 
flict  of  interests  and  opinions  ;  the 
like  rivalry  for  office ;  the  like  con¬ 
tention  for  power.  A  popular  as¬ 
sembly  always  has  been  and  always 
will  be  exposed  to  the  operation 
•of  a  party-feeling,  arraying  its  ele¬ 
ments  and  influencing  its  decisions  ; 


— in  modern  as  in  ancient  times  ; 
in  Great  Britain,  in  this  our  day, 
as  heretofore  in  Athens  or  in 
Rome.  No  imaginable  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  election  can  eradi¬ 
cate  this  vice — if  it  be  a  vice — 
or  can  extinguish  that  feeling,  be 
it  good  or  bad,  which  mixes  itself 
largely  in  every  debate  upon 
the  public  affairs  of  a  nation — the 
feeling  of  affection  or  disfavour 
towards  the  persons  in  whose  hands 
is  the  conduct  of  those  affairs.  I 
am  not  saying,  that  this  is  a  proper 
and  laudable  feeling:  I  am  not 
contending,  that  partiality  ought 
to  influence  judgment ;  still  less, 
that  when  judgment  and  partiality 
are  at  variance,  the  latter  ought, 
in  strict  duty,  to  preponderate.  I 
am  not  affirming  that  in  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  question— “  What 
has  been  done  ?” — the  question 
— “  Who  did  it  ?” — ought  silently 
to  dictate  or  even  to  modify,  the 
answer  ; — that  the  case  should  be 
nothing,  and  the  men  every  thing. 
I  say  no  such  thing.  But  I  do 
say,  that  while  men  are  men,  po¬ 
pular  assemblies,  get  them  toge¬ 
ther  how  you  will,  will  be  liable 
to  such  influence.  I  say,  that  in 
discussing  the  particular  acts  of  a 
government,  in  a  popular  assembly, 
the  consideration  of  the  general 
character  of  that  government,  and 
the  conflicting  partialities  which 
lead  some  men  to  favour  it,  and 
others  to  aim  at  its  subversion, 
will,  sometimes  openly  and  avow¬ 
edly,  at  other  times  insensibly  even 
to  the  disputants  themselves,  con¬ 
trol  opinions  and  votes,  and  cor¬ 
rect,  or  pervert  (as  it  may  be)  the 
specific  decision.  I  say  that,  for 
instance,  in  the  discussion  upon 
the  Walcheren  expedition,  which 
has  been  more  than  once  selected 
as  an  example  of  undue  influence 
and  partiality,  there  was  notori- 
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ously  another  point  at  issue,  beside 
the  specific  merits  of  the  case ;  and 
that  point  was — whether  the  then 
administration  should  or  should 
not  be  dismissed  from  the  service 
of  their  country  ?  Never,  perhaps, 
was  the  struggle  pushed  farther 
than  on  that  occasion ;  and  that 
vote  substantially  decided  the 
question  “  in  what  hands  should 
be  placed  the  administration  of 
affairs.”  I  am  not  saying,  that  this 
was  right  in  the  particular  in¬ 
stance— I  am  not  saying  that  it  is 
right  in  principle.-  But  right  or 
wrong,  such  a  mode  of  thinking 
and  acting,  is,  I  am  afraid,  essen¬ 
tially  in  the  very  nature  of  all  po¬ 
pular  governments;  and  most  par¬ 
ticularly  so  in  that  of  the/  most 
free. 

“  The  noble  lord  has  himself 
stated,  that,  in  the  instance  of  the 
Revolution,  the  parliament  did 
wisely  in  setting  at  nought  the 
immediate  feelings  of  its  consti¬ 
tuents.  There  cannot  indeed  be 
the  slightest  doubt,  that,  had  the 
nation  been  polled  in  1688,  the 
majority  would  have  been  found 
adverse  to  the  change  that  was 
then  effected  in  the  government; 
but  parliament,  acting  in  its  higher 
and  larger  capacity,  decided  for  the 
people’s  interests  against  their  pre¬ 
judices.  It  is  not  true,  therefore, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  is 
necessarily  defective,  because  it 
may  not  instantly  respond  to  every 
impression  of  the  people. 

“  In  the  year  1811, 1  myself  di¬ 
vided  in  a  minority  of  about  forty 
against  an  overwhelming  majority, 
on  the  question  relating  to  the  de¬ 
preciation  of  the  currency.  It 
would  be  idle  to  deny,  that  the 
majority,  which  sturdily  denied 
the  fact  of  that  depreciation,  then 
spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  coun¬ 
try  at  large ;  they  certainly  did 


so  ;  but  who  will  now  affirm  that 
it  would  have  been  a  misfortune, 
if  the  then  prevailing  sense  of  the 
country  had  been  less  faithfully 
represented  in  the  votes  of  this 
House?  What  a  world  of  error 
and  inconvenience  should  we  have 
avoided,  by  a  salutary  discrepancy, 
at  that  time,  between  the  consti¬ 
tuent  and  the  representative ! 
Eight  years  afterwards,  but  un¬ 
luckily  after  eight  years’  additional 
growth  of  embarrassment  —  in 
181 9,  the  principles  which  had 
found  but  about  forty  supporters 
in  1811,  were  adopted  unani¬ 
mously,  first  by  a  committee  of 
this  House,  and  then  by  this 
House  itself.  But  the  country 
was  much  slower  in  coming  back 
from  the  erroneous  opinions,  which 
the  decision  of  this  House  in  1811 
had  adopted  and  confirmed.  In 
1819;  as  in  1811,  if  London  and 
the  other  principal  towns  of  the 
kingdom  had  been  canvassed  for 
an  opinion,  the  prevailing  opinion 
would  still  have  been  found  nearly 
what  it  was  in  1811.  Yet  is  it 
necessary  to  argue,  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  House  in  1819  against 
the  opinion  of  the  country,  was 
a  sounder  and  wiser  decision,  than 
that  of  1 8 1 1  in  conformity  to  it  ? 
Never  then  can  I  consider  it  as  a  true 
proposition,  that  the  state  of  the 
representation  is  deficient,  because 
it  does  not  immediately  speak  the 
apparent  sense  of  the  people — be¬ 
cause  it  sometimes  contradicts,  and 
sometimes  goes  before  it.  The 
Blouse,  as  well  as  the  people,  are 
liable  to  err;  but  that  the  House 
may  happen  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  people,  is  no  infallible 
mark  of  error.  And  it  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  a  base  and  cow¬ 
ardly  House  of  Commons,  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  large  and  liberal 
confidence,  without  which  it  must 
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be  incompetent  to  tlie  discharge 
of  its  high  functions,  which,  having, 
after  due  deliberation,  adopted  a 
great  public  measure,  should  be 
frightened  back  into  an  acquies¬ 
cence  with  the  temporary  excite¬ 
ment  which  might  exist  upon  that 
measure  out  of  doors. 

“  Upon  another  great  question 
which  I  have  much  at  heart,  I 
mean  the  Roman  Catholic  question, 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  that 
the  House  has  run  before  the 
sense  of  the  country ;  which  is 
now,  however,  gradually  coming 
up  to  us.  I  have  no  doubt,  that 
in  all  our  early  votes  on  this  most 
important  question,  we  had  not 
the  country  with  us:  but  I  am 
equally  confident  that  the  period  is 
rapidly  advancing,  when  the  coun¬ 
try  will  be  convinced  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  acted  as 
they  ought  to  have  done.  If  on 
such  questions  as  these — questions 
before  which  almost  all  others  sink 
into  insignificance — the  House  of 
Commons  have  been  either  against, 
or  before,  the  opinions  of  the 
country,  the  proposition  that  the 
representative  system  is  necessa¬ 
rily  imperfect,  because  it  does  not 
give  an  immediate  echo  to  the  sen¬ 
timents  of  the  people,  is  surely  not 
to  be  received  without  abundant 
qualification.  On  this  ground, 
therefore,  there  is  no  foundation 
for  the  noble  lord’s  motion ;  un¬ 
less  the  free  expression  of  an 
honest  and  conscientious  opinion, 
when  it  may  happen  to  differ 
from  that  of  its  constituents,  be 
inconsistent  with  the  duty  and 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  a 
representative  assembly. 

If  this  House  is  adequate  to 
the  functions  which  really  belong 
to  it- — -which  functions  are,  not  to 
exercise  an  undivided,  supreme 
dominion,  in  the  name  of  the 
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people,  over  the  Crown  and  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature— 
but,  checking  the  one  and  balanc¬ 
ing  the  other,  to  watch  over  the 
people’s  rights,  and  to  provide  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  people’s  interests: — 
if,  I  say,  the  House  is  adequate  to 
the  performance  of  these  its  legi¬ 
timate  functions,  the  mode  of  its 
composition  appears  to  me  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  secondary  importance. 
Persons  may  look  with  a  critical 
and  microscopic  eye  into  bodies 
physical  or  moral,  till  doubts  arise 
whether  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
perform  their  assigned  functions. 
So,  in  considering  too  curiously 
the  composition  of  this  House,  and 
the  different  processes  through 
which  it  is  composed — not  those 
processes  alone  which  are  empha¬ 
tically  considered  as  pollution  and 
corruption,  but  those  also  which 
rank  among  the  noblest  exercises 
of  personal  freedom — the  canvasses, 
the  conflicts,  the  controversies,  and 
(what  is  inseparable  from  these) 
the  vituperations,  and  excesses  of 
popular  election— a  dissector  of 
political  constitutions  might  well 
be  surprised  to  behold  the  product 
of  such  elements  in  an  assembly — ■ 
of  which,  whatever  may  be  its 
other  characteristics,  no  man  will 
seriously  deny,  that  it  comprehends 
as  much  of  intellectual  ability  and 
of  moral  integrity,  as  was  ever 
brought  together  in  the  civilized 
world.  Nay,  to  an  unlearned 
spectator,  undertaking  for  the  first 
time  an  anatomical  examination 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  those 
parts  of  it  which,  according  to 
theory,  are  its  beauties,  must  ap¬ 
pear  most  particularly  its  stains. 
For  while  the  members  returned 
for  burgage-tenure  seats,  or  through 
other  obscure  and  noiseless  modes 
of  election,  pass  into  the  House 
of  Commons  unnoticed  and  uncri- 


76]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


ticised,  their  talents  unquestioned, 
and  their  reputations  unassailed  ; 

- — the  successful  candidate  of  a 
popular  election  often  conies  there 
loaded  with  the  imputation  of 
every  vice  and  crime  that  could 
unfit  a  man,  not  only  for  repre¬ 
senting  any  class  of  persons,  but 
for  mixing  with  them  as  a  member 
of  society.  The  first  effect  of  a 
reform  which  should  convert  all 
elections  into  popular  ones,  would 
probably  be,  to  ensure  a  congre¬ 
gation  of  individuals,  against  every 
one  of  whom  a  respectable  mino¬ 
rity  of  his  constituents  would  have 
pronounced  sentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion.  And  if  it  be  so  very  hard  that 
there  are  now  a  great  number  of 
persons  who  do  not  directly  exer¬ 
cise  the  elective  franchise,  and 
who  are  therefore  represented  by 
persons  whom  others  have  chosen 
for  them — would  this  matter  be 
much  mended,  when  two-fifths  of 
the  people  of  England  should  be 
represented  not  only  without  their 
choice,  but  against  their  will ;  not 
only  by  individuals  whom  they  had 
not  selected,  but  by  those  whom 
they  had  declared  utterly  unworthy 
of  their  confidence  ? 

“  Again  • — should  we  have  no 
cause  to  lament  the  disfranchise¬ 
ment  of  those  boroughs,  which  are 
not  open  to  popular  influence  ? 
How  many  of  the  gentlemen  who 
sit  opposite  to  me,  the  rarest 
talents  of  their  party,  owe  their 
seats  to  the  existence  of  such  bo¬ 
roughs?  When  I  consider  the 
eminent  qualities  which  distin¬ 
guish,  for  instance,  the  represen¬ 
tatives  of  Knaresborough,  Win- 
chelsea,  Wareham,  Higham-Fer- 
rers,  I  never  can  consent  to  join 
in  the  reprobation  cast  upon  a 
system,  which  fructifies  in  produce 
of  so  admirable  a  kind.  No,  Sir, 
if  this  Idouse  is  not  all  that  theory 


could  wish  it,  I  would  rather  rest 
satisfied  with  its  present  state, 
than,  by  endeavouring  to  remedy 
some  small  defects,  run  the  hazard 
of  losing  so  much  that  is  excellent. 
Old  Sarum,  and  other  boroughs, 
at  which  the  finger  of  scorn  is 
pointed,  are  not  more  under  pri¬ 
vate  patronage  now,  than  at  the 
periods  the  most  glorious  in  our 
history.  Some  of  them  are  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  descendants 
of  the  same  patrons  who  held  them 
at  the  period  of  the  Revolution. 
Yet  in  spite  of  Old  Sarum,  the 
Revolution  was  accomplished,  and 
the  house  of  Hanover  seated  on 
the  throne.  In  spite  of  Old 
Sarum  did  I  say  ?  No  :  rather  by 
the  aid  of  Old  Sarum  and  similar 
boroughs ;  for  the  House  has 
heard  it  admitted  by  the  noble 
mover  himself,  that  if  the  House 
of  Commons  of  that  day  had  been 
a  reformed  House  of  Commons, 
the  benefits  of  the  Revolution 
would  never  have  been  obtained.” 

Mr.  Canning  then  contended, 
that  all  who  wished  for  a  reform 
of  parliament  must  proceed  upon 
one  of  two  principles — either  to 
construct  it  anew,  or  to  bring  it 
back  to  the  state  in  which  it  ex¬ 
isted  at  some  former  period.  If 
the  latter  branch  of  the  alternative 
were  adopted,  he  shewed  that  there 
was  no  date  in  our  history,  when 
the  structure  of  the  legislature 
coincided  in  any  degree  with  the 
ideas  of  democracy  —  none,  at 
which  every  alleged  abuse  in  the 
composition  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  was  not  as  prevalent  as  at 
present ;  and  to  enliven  this  part 
of  his  subject,  he  quoted  various 
curious  instances  of  aristocrati- 
cal  interference  in  elections  in 
the  reigns  of  Henry  VI.,  Edward 
IV.,  Elizabeth,  Charles  II.,  and 
William  III,  “  Thus,”  said  Mr. 
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Canning.,  f<r  I  have  endeavoured 
to  dispel  the  idle  superstition,  that 
there  once  existed  in  this  country 
a  House  of  Commons,  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  which  the  faults  that 
are  attributed  to  the  present 
House  of  Commons,  and  attributed 
to  it  as  a  motive  for  inflicting  upon 
itself  its  own  destruction,  did  not 
equally  exist:  and  not  only  exist 
equally,  but  exist  in  wider  extent 
and  more  undisguised  enormity. 
I  have  been  showing,  that  if  the 
present  House  of  Commons  is  to 
be  destroyed  for  these  faults,  it  has 
earned  that  fate  not  by  degeneracy, 
but  by  imitation  ;  that  it  would  in 
such  case  expiate  the  misdeeds  of 
its  predecessors,  instead  of  suffer¬ 
ing  for  any  that  are  peculiarly  its 
own.  I  have  been  endeavouring 
to  prove,  that  of  the  two  options 
- — “  do  you  mean  to  restore  ?— -or 
to  construct  anew  ?” — no  reformer 
who  has  carefully  examined  the 
subject,  can  in  sincerity  answer 
otherwise  than  “  to  construct 
anew:” — for  that  to  restore  the 
times  of  purity  of  election — that 
is,  of  election  free  from  the  in¬ 
fluence,  and  a  preponderating  in¬ 
fluence  too,  of  property,  rank, 
station,  and  power,  natural  or  ac¬ 
quired  - —  would  be,  to  restore 
a  state  of  things  of  which  we  can 
find  no  prototype,  and  to  revert  to 
times  which  in  truth  have  never 
been. 

“  That  the  proposition  “  to  con¬ 
struct  anew”  is  the  much  more 
formidable  proposition  of  the  two, 
is  tacitly  admitted  by  the  very  un¬ 
willingness  which  is  shewn  on  all 
occasions  to  acknowledge  it  as  the 
object  of  any  motion  for  reform. 
Yet  to  that  must  the  reformers 
come.  To  that,  I  venture  to  tell 
the  noble  lord — he,  with  all  his 
caution  and  all  his  desire  to  avoid 
extravagance  and  exaggeration, 
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must  come ;  if  he  consents  to  re¬ 
form  on  principle .  By  reforming 
c<r  on  principle,”  I  mean,  reforming 
with  a  view  not  simply  to  the  re¬ 
dress  of  any  partial,  practical 
grievance,  but  generally  to  theore¬ 
tical  improvement.  I  may  add, 
that  even  “  on  principle”  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  reform  will  be  utterly 
vain,  if  he  insists  upon  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  influence,  as  an  indispensable 
quality  of  his  reformed  constitu¬ 
tion.  Not  in  this  country  only, 
but  in  every  country  in  which  a 
popular  elective  assembly  has 
formed  part  of  the  government,  to 
exclude  such  influence  from  the 
elections,  has  been  a  task  either 
not  attempted,  or  attempted  to  no 
purpose.  While  we  dam  up  one 
source  of  influence,  a  dozen  others 
will  open,  in  proportion  as  the 
progress  of  civilization,  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  commerce,  and  a  hundred 
other  circumstances  better  under¬ 
stood  than  defined,  contribute  to 
shift  and  change,  in  their  relative 
proportions,  the  prevailing  inte¬ 
rests  of  society.  Whether  the 
House  of  Commons  in  its  present 
shape  does  not  practically,  though 
silently,  accommodate  itself  to  such 
changes,  with  a  pliancy  almost  as 
faithful  as  the  nicest  artifice  could 
contrive,  is,  in  my  opinion,  I  con¬ 
fess,  a  much  more  important  con¬ 
sideration,  than  whether  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  of  the  House  might 
be  arranged  with  neater  symmetry, 
or  distributed  in  more  scientific 
proportions. 

“  Our  lot  is  happily  cast  in  the 
temperate  zone  of  freedom :  the 
clime  best  suited  to  the  develope- 
ment  of  the  moral  qualities  of  the 
human  race ;  to  the  cultivation  of 
their  faculties,  and  to  the  security 
as  well  as  the  improvement  of 
their  virtues  :  a  clime  not  exempt 
indeed  from  variations  of  the  ele- 
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mentSj,  but  variations  which  purify, 
while  they  agitate,  the  atmosphere 
that  we  breathe.  Let  us  be  sensi¬ 
ble  of  the  advantages,  which  it  is 
our  happiness  to  enjoy.  Let  us 
guard  with  pious  gratitude  the 
flame  of  genuine  liberty,  that  fire 
from  heaven,  of  which  our  consti¬ 
tution  is  the  holy  depository  ; — 
and  let  us  not,  for  the  chance  of 
rendering  it  more  intense  and 
more  radiant,  impair  its  purity  or 
hazard  its  extinction ! 

“  That  the  noble  lord  will  carry 
his  motion  this  evening,  I  have  no 
fear ;  but  with  the  talents  which 
he  has  shown  himself  to  possess, 
and  with  (I  sincerely  hope)  a  long 
and  brilliant  career  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  distinction  before  him,  he 
will,  no  doubt,  renew  his  efforts 
hereafter.  Although  I  presume 
not  to  expect  that  he  will  give  any 


weight  to  observations  or  warn¬ 
ings  of  mine,  yet  on  this — proba¬ 
bly  the  last,  opportunity  which  I 
shall  have,  of  raising  my  voice  on 
the  question  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form,  while  I  conjure  the  House 
to  pause  before  it  consents  to 
adopt  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
lord— -I  cannot  help  conjuring  the 
noble  lord  himself,  to  pause  before 
he  again  presses  it  upon  the  coun¬ 
try.  If,  however,  he  shall  perse¬ 
vere— and  if  his  perseverance  shall 
be  successful — and  if  the  results  of 
that  success  shall  be  such  as  I  can¬ 
not  help  apprehending — his  be  the 
triumph  to  have  precipitated  those 
results — be  mine  the  consolation 
that  to  the  utmost,  and  the  latest  of 
mv  power,  I  have  opposed  them.” 

After  a  short  reply  from  the 
mover,  the  House  divided  ;  Ayes, 
-l6.4s  Noes,  269*  The  strength 
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Calvert,  N. 

Davies,  T.  H. 
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which  the  minority  mustered  on 
this  occasion,  gave  them  more 
rational  hopes  of  ultimate,  though 
remote  triumph,  than  had  been 
entertained  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  A  circumstance  which 
added  not  a  little  to  the  exultation 
of  the  friends  of  reform,  was,  that 
they  now  saw  in  their  ranks 
several  young  men,  the  heirs  of 
great  families,  whose  support 
would,  by  and  by,  prove  an  im¬ 
mense  accession  of  force. 

The  question  was  not  again 
brought  forward  formally,  during 
the  session :  hut  it  was  in  substance 
presented  a  second  time  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  House,  by  Mr. 
Brougham,  who  on  the  24th  of 
June,  proposed  a  resolution  “  That 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  is  un¬ 


necessary  to  the  maintenance  of 
✓ 

its  due  prerogatives,  destructive  of 
the  independence  of  parliament, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  well 
government  of  the  state.”  This 
resolution  he  introduced  by  a  long 
speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
displayed  his  talents  for  irony  and 
sarcasm,  with  singular  brilliancy 
and  success.  Setting,  out  from  the 
year  1780,  when  the  House  of 
Commons  had  put  on  record  an 
avowal  of  the  undue  influence  of 
the  Crown,  he  proceeded  to  show 
the  increase  of  that  influence,  since 
that  period,  in  the  vast  multiplica¬ 
tion  of  our  military,  naval,  and 
civil  establishments ;  and  the 
proofs  of  its  operation  in  the  uni¬ 
form  and  servile  compliance  of  the 
House  of  Commons  with  different 
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ministers  of  the  most  opposite 
principles.  In  conclusion  he  inti¬ 
mated,  that  he  considered  his  reso¬ 
lution,  if  adopted  by  the  House,  as 
nothing  less  than  a  pledge  to  par¬ 
liamentary  reform. 

The  marquis  of  Londonderry  in 
reply,  defended  the  conduct  of 
parliament  on  the  usual  grounds, 
and  deprecated  the  indirect  and 
covert  style,  in  which  Mr. 
Brougham  had  attempted  to  entrap 
the  House  into  the  approbation  of 
his  scheme  of  reform.  The  noble 
marquis  then  went  also  into  the 
details  of  the  public  establishments, 
to  show  that  the  numerical  increase 
of  public  officers,  during  the  last 
thirty  jrnars,  was  not  so  great  as 
might  be  supposed;  and  argued, 
that  from  the  rules  of  previous 
examination,  and  of  promotion 
from  length  of  service,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  most  of  the  public  offices, 
and  from'  the  necessity  of  personal 
service  imposed  upon  colonial  offi¬ 
cers,  the  numerical  increase  of 
public  functionaries  had  added 
little  or  nothing  to  ministerial  in¬ 
fluence. 

Mr.  Bennett  made  a  few  obser¬ 
vations  in  praise  of  Mr.  Brougham 
and  his  resolutions ;  while  Mr.  S. 
Wortley,  and  Mr.  Peel,  threw  out 
some  desultory  remarks  in  favour 
of  the  opposite  side  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Brougham’s  motion  was 
lost  by  a  majority  of  216  to  101. 

The  disfranchisement  of  Gram- 
pound  in  the  preceding  session, 
had  given  Yorkshire  the  election 
of  two  additional  members  to 
future  parliaments.  A  bill  was 
now  introduced  for  dividing  that 
county,  so  that  two  members 
might  be  returned  by  the  West 
Riding,  and  two  by  the  North  and 
East  Ridings,  jointly.  This  mea¬ 
sure  was  keenly  opposed  by  all 
who  were  locally  connected  with 


Yorkshire ;  and  among  the  rest,  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  They  assigned 
no  very  intelligible  reasons  for 
their  resistance  ;  they  seemed  to  be 
haunted  with  an  idea,  that  the 
political  influence  of  Yorkshire 
would  be  destroyed,  if  the  unity  of 
its  representation  were  impaired. 
Mr.  Wynn  had  the  management 
of  the  bill ;  and  urged  many  con¬ 
siderations  of  convenience  in  sup¬ 
port  of  it,  but  without  effect.  On 
the  second  reading,  it  was  rejected 
by  69  Noes,  to  27  Ayes. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  very 
early  in  the  session  (on  the  20th  of 
February),  moved  that  the  house 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  upon 
the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland.  He 
referred  to  the  reports  lying  on  the 
table  for  proof  of  the  numerous 
abuses  existing  in  those  burghs, 
which,  he  insisted,  were  of  such  a 
nature,  and  of  such  magnitude,  as 
to  call  for  a  speedy  cure.  He  did 
not  propose  any  general  remedy : 
for  the  course,  which  ought  to  be 
adopted,  would  vary  according  to 
the  different  circumstances  of  each 
particular  place.  The  great  source 
of  mischief,  however,  was  the 
absurd  prerogative,  with  which  the 
magistrates  of  Scotch  burghs  were 
invested — that  of  electing  their 
successors  ;  and  the  removal  of  this 
stumbling  block,  was  essential  to 
improvement.  The  outline,  which 
he  wished  to  see  followed  in 
changing  the  political  constitutions 
of  these  corporations,  embraced 
four  principal  propositions  : — I.  To 
restore  the  guildry,  and  to  allow 
the  guildries  to  elect  the  dean  of 
guild  and  a  proportion  of  the  town 
council.  2.  To  throw  open  the 
corporations  to  all  persons  of  pro¬ 
perty,  or  renting  houses  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount,  and  allow  them  to 
elect  their  own  deacons,  without 
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any  interference — to  allow  such 
deacons  to  elect  a  proportion  of 
the  council.  3.  To  admit  these 
two  proportions  to  elect  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  council  annually  ; 
and  the  whole  council  to  appoint 
the  magistrates.  4.  The  magis¬ 
trates  to  go  out  of  office  every  one, 
or  two,  or  three  years,  but  to  be 
capable  of  re-election. 

The  lord  advocate  opposed  the 
motion.  He  maintained,  that  the 
existing  abuses  in  the  Scotch 
burghs  might  be  remedied,  by  im¬ 
posing  new  checks  on  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  public  funds  by  the 
magistrates;  and  he  further  ar¬ 
gued,  that  to  change  their  consti¬ 
tution  was,  in  truth,  to  effect 
covertly,  a  reform  in  parliament. 
The  latter  position  was  undoubt¬ 


edly  true  :  and  it  showed  accurate¬ 
ly,  what  were  the  substantial 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  labours 
which  lord  A.  Hamilton  had  de¬ 
voted  to  this  important  subject. 
The  motion  was,  after  a  very  lan¬ 
guid  debate  in  a  very  thin  House, 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  81  to  4 6. 

At  a  subsequent  period  of  the 
session,  the  lord  advocate  himself 
introduced  a  bill  prescribing  a 
variety  of  new  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
income  of  Scotch  burghs.  It  was 
enacted  without  much  opposition. 
They  who  disliked  it,  did  so,  rather 
because  it  was  a  trifling,  than  be¬ 
cause  it  was  a  mischievous  mea¬ 
sure.  It  did  not  go  to  the  root  of 
the  mischief ;  it  merely  plucked  oft 
a  few  of  the  poisonous  leaves. 
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Sir  James  Mackintosh's  Motion  respecting  the  Criminal  Law ;  Op¬ 
posed  by  the  Attorney  General-Law  to  extend  the  Punishment  of 
Hard  Labour — The  severity  of  the  Laws  increased  against  Receivers 
of  Stolen  Securities  for  Money,  Manslaughter,  &;c. — Mr.  Martins  Bill 
against  the  Improper  Treatment  of  Cattle — Alterations  in  the  Bank¬ 
rupt  Laws — New  Marriage  Act ;  totally  altered  in  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  difference  of  the  Principle  of  the  Bill  as  passed  by  the  Com¬ 
mons,  and  of  the  Bill  as  it  finally  passed  ;  keen  Opposition  to  it  in 
the  House  of  Lords — Alteration  of  the  Law  relative  to  the  Composi¬ 
tion  of  Scotch  Juries — Mr.  Abercromby  s  Motion  for  inquiry  into  the 
Conduct  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  in  Scotland,  with  respect  to 
the  Public  Press — Nature  of  the  Charges  against  the  Lord  Advocate 
— His  Defence — Letters  of  Mr.  Hope  and  Mr.  Menzies,  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  Mr.  Abercromby  s  Charges — These  Letters  Voted  to  be  a 
Breach  of  Privilege — Subsequent  Proceedings  towards  Mr.  Hope, 
and  Mr.  Menzies — Remarks  on  this  Affair. 


SIR  James  Mackintosh  did 
not  attempt,  in  the  present 
session,  to  carry  through  parlia¬ 
ment  any  specific  measure  for  the 
improvement  of  our  criminal  code, 
hut  limited  his  efforts  to  obtaining 
from  the  House  of  Commons,  a 
pledge  to  take  the  subject  into 
serious  consideration.  On  the  4th 
of  June,  he  proposed  a  resolution  : 
— “  That  the  House  would,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session, 
take  into  its  serious  consideration 
the  means  of  increasing  the  efficacy 
of  the  criminal  law,  by  abating  its 
undue  rigour  in  certain  cases,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  proper  measures 
for  strengthening  the  police,  and 
making  the  punishments  of  trans¬ 
portation  and  imprisonment  effec¬ 
tive  for  the  ends  of  example  and 
reformation.”  With  respect  to 
this  resolution  sir  J.  Mackintosh 
said,  that  he  attached  little  value 
to  any  peculiar  form  of  expression 


in  which  it  might  be  couched :  all 
that  he  wished  was,  to  get  a  deter¬ 
mination  generally  in  favour  of  the 
principle,  and  to  have  that  deter¬ 
mination  recorded  in  the  journals. 
After  expatiating  with  his  usual 
elegance  and  felicity  of  illustra¬ 
tion,  on  the  topics  that  are  com¬ 
monly  urged  in  favour  of  the  miti¬ 
gation  of  our  penal  laws,  he  laid 
much  stress  on  the  results  of  a 
comparison  of  the  criminal  code  of 
France  with  our  own.  The  entire 
number  of  capital  offences  among 
us  was,  he  said,  223:  in  the  French 
code  it  was  six.  These  six  were  the 
following: — High  Treason,  which 
was  technically  defined  in  terms 
different  from  those  used  in  this 
country ;  Murder,  which  was  well 
defined;  Arson;  Forgeries  of 
notes  of  the  bank  of  France  and 
government  securities ;  Coining  ; 
and  Theft,  under  some  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumstances  that  it  be 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[83 


done  in  the  night ;  that  it  be  per¬ 
petrated  by  two  or  more  men  ;  that 
the  parties  are  armed ;  that  a 
house  is  broken  open,  or  entered 
under  the  cover  of  legal  authority ; 
or  that  arms  be  either  used,  or 
threatened  to  be  used.  Under  the 
French  code,  a  seventeenth  part  of 
the  offences  specified  were  capital. 
Under  the  English  code,  about  a 
seventh  were  punishable  with 
death.  In  France,  there  was 
no  transportation,  and  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  punishments  inflicted 
consisted  of  imprisonment  and 
hard  labour.  In  England,  the 
number  of  transportations  were 
about  one-fourth  —  the  punish¬ 
ments  by  imprisonment  and  hard 
labour  amounted  also  to  one-fourth. 
The  mean  amount  of  the  English 
population  during  the  period  to 
which  his  calculations  referred,  he 
would  take  at  11,000,000.  The 
mean  amount  of  the  French  popu¬ 
lation,  during  the  same  period, 
might  be  estimated  at  27,000,000, 
being  about  two  and  a  half  to  one. 
Such  being  the  number,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  the  convictions  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  first  five  years  after 
1811,  were  double  those  which  had 
taken  place  in  France,  being  five 
times  as  many  according  to  the 
number  of  the  people.  In  the 
second  series  of  five  years  the 
convictions  in  England  quadrupled 
those  in  France,  amounting  to  ten 
times  the  number  in  proportion  to 
the  population.  In  France,  the 
average  number  of  convictions,  in 
the  first  three  years,  was  294.  The 
average  number  in  the  last  three 
years,  803,  being  a  variation  of 
only  nine.  In  England,  the  aver¬ 
age  number  at  the  first-mentioned 
period  was  349.  In  the  latter  it 
had  risen  to  1,249-  This  increase, 
though  part  of  it  might  be  ascribed 
to  the  distress  under  which  the 


people  had  groaned  and  continued 
to  groan,  he  argued,  was  also 
caused  in  part  by  the  character  of 
our  penal  code.  The  situation  of 
France,  twice  invaded,  the  dis¬ 
banding  of  a  large  army,  and  the 
horrors  of  a  thirty  years’  war, 
would  have  led  them  to  expect  a 
different  result.  That  France  had 
escaped  the  fatal  increase  of  crime 
which  had  been  witnessed  in  Eng¬ 
land,  must  therefore  be  ascribed 
partly  to  her  improved  criminal 
code.  In  this  country,  from  the 
year  1805  to  the  year  1809,  which 
was  considered  a  period  of  prospe¬ 
rity,  when  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  was  in  his  Paradise,  and, 
issuing  paper,  dreamed  that  it  was 
wealth,  the  convictions  had  in¬ 
creased  from  339  to  549*  As  this 
was  before  the  peace,  it  could  not 
be  ascribed  to  the  pressure  of 
misery  under  which,  he  would  not 
deny,  the  people  had  since  groaned. 
When  two  systems  produced  such 
opposite  effects — when  under  the 
one  crime  had  decreased,  whilst 
under  the  other  it  increased  ra¬ 
pidly,  there  must  be  in  the  one 
something  to  be  approved,  and  in 
the  other  something  to  be  con¬ 
demned.  There  was  also  this 
striking  contrast  in  the  criminal 
laws  of  France  and  England- — 
that  the  former  were  intended  to 
be  carried  into  effect,  while  the 
severe  decrees  of  the  other  were  in 
most  cases  dispensed  with.  This, 
in  itself,  was  an  objection  which 
ought  to  be  fatal  to  the  system. 
It  was  a  defect  opposed  to  the 
practice  of  all  civilized  nations,  op¬ 
posed  to  all  reason,  and  justly  con¬ 
demned  by  all  experience.  It  was 
not  then  too  much  to  infer,  that 
under  such  a  system  crime  could 
not  be  effectually  checked  nor 
adequately  punished.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  the  system  of  police,  sir 
[o  2] 
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James  Mackintosh  observed,  that 
the  principal  object  of  police  should 
be  to  repress  disorder  ;  the  next, 
to  detect  crime*  To  repress  dis¬ 
order,  it  would  be  necessary  that 
more  effectual  means  should  be 
adopted ;  but  he  should  object  to 
means  derived  from  too  great  a 
restriction  of  human  action,  which 
he  would  ('.all  tyranny ;  and  in  the 
detection  of  crime,  he  should  de¬ 
precate  as  much  as  possible  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  espionage,  by  which  he  be¬ 
lieved  a  nation  lost  more  than  it 
could  gain  on  the  score  of  morality 
— for  such  a  system  was  in  itself  a 
more  fertile  source  of  crime  than 
any  other.  The  most  effectual 
means,  in  his  opinion,  for  the  de¬ 
tection  of  crime,  would  be,  the 
mitigation  of  punishment.  If  the 
laws  were  more  mild,  no  stigma 
would  attach  to  the  discovery  of 
crime :  the  hearts  of  men  would  go 
with  its  detection ;  and  we  should 
have  that  information  given  volun¬ 
tarily,  and  from  the  best  of  mo¬ 
tives,  which  was  now  extorted 
from  the  worst  of  vices.  If  it 
were  wished  to  make  the  informer 
and  the  prosecutor  appear  less 
odious,  let  them  not  conduct  to  the' 
gallows  ;  let  not  death  to  the  ac¬ 
cused  follow  the  accusation,  and 
we  should  then  have  crime  dis¬ 
covered,  and  its  punishment  ap¬ 
proved  ,•  instead  of,  as  was  now  the 
case,,  crime  studiously  concealed, 
and  its  punishment  looked  upon  as 
wanton  severity.  With  respect  to 
transportation  as  a  punishment  for 
crime,  he  considered  it  in  a  variety 
of  cases  in  which  it  was  at  present 
inflicted,  unnecessary  and  impoli¬ 
tic.  There  were,  however,  two 
classes,  to  which  he  thought  it  ap¬ 
plicable.  The  first  was,  that  of 
incorrigible  offenders,  whom  no 
exertions  could  reclaim.  Such 
persons,  undoubtedly,  ought  to  be 


banished  from  the  society  of  which 
they  were  unfit  members.  The 
next  class  consisted  of  persons  of  a 
description  exactly  the  reverse.  He 
would  suppose  the  case  of  a  man 
who  had  fallen  into  a  crime,  of 
which,  perhaps,  he  might  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  repent,  but,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  there  was  no 
hope  of  his  resuming  his  former 
place  in  society.  Such  a  man 
might  be  properly  sent  into  a  new 
society,  where  he  might  return  to 
those  moral  practices  from  which 
he  had  fallen.  To  such  persons 
transportation  might  be  applicable, 
but  then  it  should  be  to  a  colony 
established  on  different  principles 
from  that  of  New  South  Wales. 

The  Attorney-general  declared, 
that  he  could  not  consent  to  a  mo¬ 
tion,  which  cast  a  censure  on  the 
whole  of  our  criminal  law;  and 
which  was  the  less  necessary,  as 
no  specific  measure  was  to  be 
founded  upon  it  immediately.  The 
course  which  had  been  pursued  by 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  was 
truly  singular.  He  had  first  of  all 
proposed  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  take  into  examina¬ 
tion  the  whole  state  of  the  criminal 
law.  Such  a  committee  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  appointed,  and  subse¬ 
quently  presented  a  report,  recom¬ 
mending  that  in  particular  cases 
capital  punishment  should  be  abo¬ 
lished,  and  a  secondary  punishment 
substituted  in  its  stead.  Upon 
that  report  certain  bills  were  in¬ 
troduced  with  a  view  to  carry  the 
recommendation  into  effect.  The 
house  adopted  some  of  these  bills, 
but  rejected  others ;  and  yet  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend  now 
said,  that  the  House  had,  on  that 
occasion,  adopted  the  same  prin¬ 
ciple  indirectly,  which  he  called 
upon  it  by  his  resolution  to  adopt 
formally  at  present.  The  proper 
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course  for  his  honourable  and 
learned  friend  to  have  pursued  was 
this — to  have  again  brought  for¬ 
ward  those  measures,  which  the 
report  of  the  committee  had  re¬ 
commended,  in  order  that  the 
House  might  see  the  remedies 
which  it  was  intended  to  apply  to 
the  grievances  complained  of ;  but 
instead  of  doing  this,  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  had  left  the  House 
entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  his 
intentions,  and  had  confined  him¬ 
self  to  dark  and  vague  generali¬ 
ties.  The  ground,  continued  the 
attorney-general,  on  which  the 
present  motion  was  defended,  was, 
that  the  effect  of  the  criminal  law, 
as  it  now  stood,  was  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  crime.  Now,  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  could  have  no 
other  grounds  on  which  to  rest  his 
assertion,  than  the  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  convicted  and  executed 
for  any  given  offence ;  and  if  so, 
the  returns  of  those  numbers  did 
not  bear  him  out  in  the  proposi¬ 
tion  which  had  been  advanced. 
Besides,  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  inconsistent  in  the  line 
of  argument  which  he  had  himself 
used.  His  hon.  and  learned  friend 
concurred  with  the  statement  con¬ 
tained  in  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  criminal  laws — 
namely,  that  there  were  some 
crimes  —  for  instance,  burglary, 
theft,  murder,  and  robbery— to 
which  it  was  still  fitting  that  the 
punishment  of  death  should  be  at¬ 
tached.  Now,  it  so  happened, 
that  upon  all  offences  of  the  nature 
above  specified  the  punishment  of 
death  did  not  invariably  follow ; 
for  there  were  such  gradations  in 
the  moral  guilt  of  them,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  inflict  such 
punishment  upon  every  instance 
of  them  without  exception.  But 
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he  found,  upon  inspecting  the  re¬ 
turns,  that  the  offences  lie  had  just 
named  had  gone  on  in  the  same 
ratio  with  the  offences  mentioned 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend; 
and  he  therefore  contended  that 
the  argument  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  if  it  applied  to  the 
one  species  of  offence,  applied  with 
equal  strength  to  the  other.  It 
was  also  a  fair  inference  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend’s  argument, 
for  any  person  to  state,  “  Your 
not  always  applying  capital  pu¬ 
nishment  to  burglary  and  murder, 
leads  to  an  increase  of  those  crimes; 
and  therefore,  to  diminish  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  them,  you  ought  to  abo¬ 
lish  the  capital  punishment  for 
them,  and  to  substitute  a  lighter 
and  secondary  punishment  in  its 
stead.”  But  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  not  true  to  his  own 
principles,  for  he  had  declared  that 
he  had  no  wish  to  abolish  the 
punishment  of  death  in  those 
cases,  though  he  had  not  given 
any  reason  for  continuing  it  in 
the  one  case,  and  discontinuing  it 
in  the  other.  The  principle  of 
English  law  was,  not  to  have  a 
scale  of  punishment  adapted  to  the 
exact  quantity  of  crime  committed, 
but  to  have  a  known  and  specific 
punishment  for  each  species  of 
crime,  and  to  leave  that  punish¬ 
ment  to  be  mitigated  by  the  crown 
and  the  executive  government, 
whenever  circumstances  seemed  to 
demand  or  justify  lenity.  It  had 
been  argued  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  that  where  the  law  affixed 
death  to  an  offence,  but  a  minor 
and  secondary  punishment  was 
usually  inflicted  in  lieu  of  it,  there 
it  would  be  better  to  remove  the 
greater  punishment  entirely,  and 
to  continue  the  less  with  unde¬ 
viating  constancy.  Now,  to  that 


86]  ANNUAL  RE 

argument  lie  could  by  tjo  means 
yield  his  assent ;  for  even  though 
the  greater  punishment  were  but 
seldom  indicted,,  it  would  still 
leave  a  strong  apprehension  on 
the  mind  of  every  criminal.  In 
corroboration  of  the  doctrines  he 
had  advanced^  the  attorney-general 
then  read  extracts  from  certain 
returns  laid  upon  the  table,  from 
which,  it  appeared,  that,  in  the  last 
year,  283  persons  had  been  con¬ 
victed  of  burglary,  of  whom  only 
18  were  executed;  and  133  of 
robbery,  of  whom  not  more  than 
23  had  been  executed.  In  the 
year  1820,  101  persons  were  con¬ 
victed  of  forgery,  of  whom  20  were 
executed;  and  in  1818,  86,  of 
whom  24  were  executed.  In  the 
year  1820,  128  persons  were  con¬ 
victed  of  housebreaking,  of  whom 
3  were  executed;  and  in  1821, 
167,  of  whom  5  were  executed. 
After  reading  this  extract,  he 
again  contended,  that  as  so  many 
individuals  had  been  convicted,  and 
so  few  executed  for  the  crimes  in 
question,  the  punishment  of  death 
ought,  upon  the  principle  of  his 
honourable  and  learned  friend,  to 
be  abolished  for  all  of  them;  a 
length  to  which  no  one  was  yet 
willing  to  go.  With  regard  to  the 
comparison  which  had  been  drawn 
between  the  state  of  the  criminal 
,  !aw  in  France  and  England,  it  was 
enough  to  ask,  whether  any  one 
would  wish  to  introduce  into  this 
free  country  the  police  and  cri¬ 
minal  law  of  France  ?  Unless  the 
preventive  police  of  France,  and 
the  whole  system  of  Napoleon, 
were  taken  into  consideration,  any 
person  making  a  comparison  be¬ 
tween  the  criminal  code  of  France 
and  that  of  England,  and  founding 
his  notions  upon  the  number  of 
criminals  convicted  and  executed 
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in  each  country,  would  be  certain, 
to  arrive  at  a  very  erroneous  con¬ 
clusion. 

Mr.  Courtenay  and  Mr.  Peel, 
having  made  some  objection*, 
rather  to  the  wording  than  to  the 
principle  of  the  motion,  sir  James 
Mackintosh  consented  to  modify  it 
by  leaving  out  the  latter  part  of  it. 
His  reason  for  this  was,  that  the 
attention  of  government,  as  Mr 
Peel  stated,  had  for  some  time 
been,  and  was  then  very  anxiously 
directed  to  the  subjects  of  prison 
discipline,  transportation,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  “police ;  and 
new  plans  relative  to  these  points 
were  in  considerable  forwardness. 
The  resolution  in  its  altered  state, 
said  sir  James  Mackintosh,  pledged 
the  House  to  no  principles  but 
those  which  they  had  session  after 
session  recognized;  therefore  no  in¬ 
jury  could  possibly  follow  the 
adoption  of  bis  resolution.  By  en¬ 
tertaining  it,  the  House  would 
give  a  proof  of  their  intention 
seriously  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
amendment  of  the  criminal  code. 
They  would  thus  invite  persons  of 
knowledge  and  experience  to  lay 
their  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
before  parliament.  The  resolution 
would,  in  fact,  serve  as  a  notice, 
as  well  to  the  profession  of  the 
law,  as  to  all  others,  to  supply  that 
House  with  all  the  information 
they  could  impart  on  a  question, 
which  required  all  the  wisdom, 
the  learning,  and  ability  of  the 
nation. 

The  question  was  then  pro¬ 
posed,  “  That  this  House  will,  at 
an  early  period  of  the  next  session 
of  parliament,  take  into  their  most 
serious  consideration,  the  means  of 
increasing  the  efficacy  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  laws,  by  abating  their  undue 
rigour,"  and  the  previous  question 
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being  put,  the  House  divided  : 
Ayes,  117 ;  Noes,  101.  Majority 
in  favour  of  sir  J.  Mackintosh’s 
motion,  16. 

Several  particular  alterations  of 
no  small  importance  were  this 
year  made  in  our  criminal  juris¬ 
prudence.  By  the  53  Geo.  Ill,  c. 
162,  persons  convicted  of  felony 
with  benefit  of  clergy,  or  of  grand 
or  petty  larceny,  might  be  doom¬ 
ed,  as  part  of  their  punishment,  to 
be  kept  to  hard  labour.  A  similar 
provision  was*  now  extended  to  all 
who  should  be  convicted  of  any  of 
the  following  offences — any  at¬ 
tempt  or  assault,  with  intent  to 
commit  felony ;  any  riot ;  any  mis¬ 
demeanor  for  having  received 
stolen  goods,  knowing  them  to 
have  been  stolen ;  any  assault 
upon  a  peace-officer,  an  officer  of 
the  Customs  or  Excise,  or  any  other 
officer  of  the  revenue,  in  the  pro¬ 
per  execution  of  their  respective 
duties,  or  upon  any  person  acting 
in  aid  of  such  officers ;  any  assault 
committed  in  pursuance  of  any 
conspiracy  to  raise  the  rate  of 
wages ;  being  an  utterer  of  coun¬ 
terfeit  money,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  counterfeit ;  knowingly  and 
designedly  obtaining  goods,  money, 
bills,  or  other  securities  for  money, 
by  false  pretences,  with  intent  to 
cheat  any  person  of  the  same ; 
keeping  a  disorderly  house,  or  a 
common  gaming  house ;  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury  ;d  subornation  of 
peijury ;  having  entered  on  any 
lands  with  intent  there  illegally 
to  take  or  kill  game  or  rabbits,  or 
to  assist  others  in  so  doing,  and 
having  been  found  there  at  night 
armed  with  any  offensive  weapon. 

By  another  act,f  the  laws 
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against  the  receivers  of  stolen 
goods,  were  extended  to  the  re¬ 
ceivers  of  stolen  bonds,  bank-notes, 
and  other  securities  for  money. 

Notwithstanding  the  general 
spirit,  which  now  prevailed  in 
favour  of  lenity,  there  were  some 
offences  with  respect  to  which  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  arm  the 
law  with  new  vigour.  Man¬ 
slaughter,  the  utmost  penalty  of 
which  was,  formerly,  only  twelve- 
months  imprisonment,  was  now 
made  punishable  with  transporta¬ 
tion  for  life,  or  for  any  term  of 
years ;  or  with  imprisonment  and 
hard  labour,  for  any  term  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  three  years.*  Servants, 
clerks,  and  apprentices  robbing 
their  master,  were  also  made  liable 
to  imprisonment  and  hard  labour 
for  three  years,  or  to  transportation 
for  fourteen  years.  Where  per¬ 
sons  persuading  or  instigating 
others  to  the  commission  of  theft, 
were,  according  to  the  old  laws, 
punishable  only  by  fine  and  a 
year’s  imprisonment,  they  were 
now  subjected  to  transportation 
for  seven  years,  and  to  imprison¬ 
ment  and  hard  labour  for  three 
years.  It  was  also  enacted,  that 
accessaries  before  the  fact  to 
burglary,  robbery,  or  grand  larceny, 
where  the  principal  felon  had  not 
been  convicted,  might  be  impri¬ 
soned  and  kept  to  hard  labour  for 
two  years. 

Mr.  R.  Martin  introduced  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  improper  treatment 
of  cattle.  It  provided,  that  any 
person  accused  of  wrantonly  and 
cruelly  beating,  abusing,  or  ill- 
treating  any  cattle,  might  be  sum¬ 
moned  before  a  magistrate,  and  if 
convicted,  either  upon  his  own  con¬ 
fession,  or  by  the  oath  of  any  wit¬ 
ness  or  witnesses,  should  be  fined 
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in  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds, 
and  not  less  than  ten  shillings. 
Several  members  opposed  the  mea¬ 
sure  ;  and  among  others,  the  at¬ 
torney-general  and  Mr.  Scarlett. 
Even  the  philanthropy  of  Mr.  T. 
F.  Buxton  shrunk  from  the  vague¬ 
ness  and  indeterminateness  of  this 
measure.  Mr.  Martin,  however, 
persisted,  and  his  hill  passed  into  a 
law.  Dogs,  cats  and  pigs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  whole  of  the  finny 
and  feathered  creation,  yet  re¬ 
main  to  he  taken  under  his  pro¬ 
tecting  care.  Many  of  these  are 
surely  not  less  liable  to  he  ill- 
used,  and  are  not  less  worthy  of 
the  patronage  of  the  legislature, 
than  calves  or  mules. 

The  state  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
also  attracted  some  attention, 
and  a  few  improvements  were 
made  in  this  department  of  our 
jurisprudence.*  Where  a  joint 
commission  had  issued  against  se¬ 
veral  persons,  and  all  the  partner¬ 
ship  debts  had  been  discharged, 
and  likewise  all  the  separate  (debts 
of  any  one  of  the  partners,  but 
not  of  the  others,  that  one  partner 
was  enabled  to  apply  to  have  the 
commission  surperseded  as  against 
him.  It  was  further  enacted,  that 
one  partner  might  be  entitled  to 
his  allowance,,  though  none  was 
due  to  his  co-partners.  The  com¬ 
missioners  were  empowered  to 
commit  all  persons  summoned  to 
attend  them  as  witnesses,  who 
should  refuse  to  come  or  to  give 
evidence,  or  to  produce  any  hooks 
or  writings  which  were  in  their 
possession.  The  assignees,  also, 
were  enabled  to  execute  any  powers, 
which  the  bankrupt  would  have 
been  entitled  to  execute  for  his 
own  benefit.  Another  new  enact¬ 
ment  of  considerable  importance. 


was,  that  any  creditors,  who  could 
have  petitioned  for  a  commission 
against  all  the  partners  of  a  firm, 
might  petition  for  a  joint  commis¬ 
sion  against  two  or  more  of  the 
partners.  Several  minor  regula¬ 
tions  were  made  with  respect  to 
the  voting  in  the  choice  of  as¬ 
signees,  and  the  proof  of  proceed¬ 
ings  in  bankruptcy. 

The  most  important  alteration 
in  our  jurisprudence,  which  took 
place  in  the  present  session,  was 
effected  by  the  New  Marriage  Act. 
Within  the  preceding  five  years, 
three  bills  on  this  subject  had  been 
passed  by  the  Commons,  varying 
in  form  from  each  other,  but 
agreeing  in  substance.  All  these 
had  been  rejected :  but  now  the 
fourth  attempt  was  successful;  and 
the  Lords,  not  satisfied  with  the 
bill  sent  to  them  from  the  Com¬ 
mons,  carried  the  principle  of  re¬ 
form  infinitely  further  than  the 
lower  House  had  contemplated. 
The  act  of  1754  declared  null  and 
void  all  marriages  of  minors,  cele¬ 
brated  without  the  consent  duly 
given  of  certain  specified  persons. 
The  bill  passed  by  the  Commons 
had  two  objects ;  one  to  give  vali¬ 
dity  to  marriages,  which  according 
to  the  existing  law  were  null,  but 
had  not  yet  been  declared  void  by 
the  sentence  of  any  competent 
court ;  the  other,  to  provide,  that 
the  marriages  of  minors,  celebrated 
without  due  consent,  should  he 
merely  voidable,  and  not  void,  and 
that  they  should  be  liable  to  be 
annulled,  only  during  the  mino¬ 
rity  of  the  parties,  and  at  the  suit 
of  parents  or  guardians.  The  re¬ 
trospective  part  of  the  bill  was  re¬ 
tained  by  the  Lords,  and  it  was 
the  only  part  of  it  which  was  re¬ 
tained;  all  the  other  provisions 
were,  after  repeated  discussion,  re¬ 
jected.  In  their  stead,  the  princi- 
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pie  was  adopted;  that  there  should 
be  no  such  thing  as  nullity  of  mar¬ 
riage  ;  and  by  eight  verbose  and 
cumbersome  clauses,  a  multitude 
of  forms  and  affidavits  were  pre¬ 
scribed,  the  omission  of  which  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  invalidate  the  cere¬ 
mony,  though  it  might  be  visited 
with  severe  punishment. 

In  every  stage  of  the  measure 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  it  was 
violently  opposed,  and  by  those 
whose  opposition  was  generally 
most  efficacious.  The  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  lord  Stowell,  lord  Redesdale, 
and  lord  Colchester  resisted  it  in 
toto ;  and,  with  respect  to  many  of 
the  provisions,  lord  Liverpool 
agreed  with  his  learned  friends  in 
thinking  them  impolitic  and  un¬ 
just.  Even  on  the  third  reading, 
the  opposition  made  was  strong 
and  ardent.  First,  lord  Stowell 
moved,  but  without  effect,  to  omit 
the  clause  which  declared  mar¬ 
riages  once  solemnized,  to  be  in¬ 
dissoluble. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor  moved 
an  amendment  on  the  retrospective 
clause,  to  the  following  effect — viz. 
“  Provided  that  no  marriage  by 
licence  heretofore  concluded  with¬ 
out  consent  of  the  natural  or  pu¬ 
tative  father,  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  valid,  if  the  parties  did  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage  know  that 
such  father  was  living,  and  had 
refused  his  consent.” 

Lord  Ellenborough  objected  to 
the  proviso,  on  account  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  finding  legal  proof  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  parties. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  not 
friendly  to  the  retrospective  clause 
as  it  stood.  He  wished  an  excep¬ 
tion  had  been  made,  saving  all 
suits  pending,  but  that  had  not 
been  done.  He  confessed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  could  not  approve  a 
clause  such  as  that  proposed,  which 
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depended  upon  proof  of  a  nature 
extremely  difficult  to  be  obtained* 

Their  lordships  divided  : — Con¬ 
tents,  18;  Not-contents,  68; 
Majority  against  the  amendment, 
50. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  pro¬ 
posed  a  clause  for  rendering  valid 
deeds,  assignments,  and  settle¬ 
ments  made  by  persons  having 
claims  on  property  affected  by  this 
bill.  He  said  he  should  first  pro¬ 
pose  it  without  the  words  “  upon, 
good  and  valuable  consideration,” 
and  if  rejected  in  that  shape, 
would  propose  it  with  those  words. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  supported 
the  clause. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  clause  proposed  by 
the  learned  lord  would  produce  a 
monstrous  state  of  things.  It 
would  declare  children  legitimate, 
but  would  disinherit  them  of  their 
property ;  it  would  people  that 
House  with  titled  beggars,  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  honours  of  their  ancestors, 
but  stripped  of  the  means  of  sup¬ 
porting  those  honours.  If  their 
lordships  adopted  this  proviso, 
they  would  leave  existing  posses¬ 
sion  subject  to  endless  litigation 
and  fraud. 

Lord  Ellenborough  hoped,  after 
their  lordships  had  agreed  to  the 
retrospective  clause,  that  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  render  it  nugatory  by 
provisos  like  the  present,  would 
prove  unavailing.  The  course 
proposed  was  one,  which,  as  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  public  morals,  their 
lordships  could  not  adopt ;  for  it 
would  introduce  a  system  of  left- 
handed  marriages  in  the  true  Ger¬ 
man  style — marriages  which  gave 
legitimacy,  but  not  property. 

Lord  Redesdale  contended,  that 
to  destroy  reversionary  rights  re¬ 
trospectively,  was  downright  rob¬ 
bery. 
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The  House  then  divided  :  Con¬ 
tents,  27  ;  Not-contents,  51 ;  Ma¬ 
jority  against  the  clause,  24.  A 
second  division  took  place  on  the 
same  clause,  hut  with  the  addition 
of  the  words  “  for  a  good  and  va¬ 
luable  consideration.”  Contents, 
31  ;  Not-contents,  48 ;  Majority 
against  the  clause,  1 7» 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  said  : 
— My  lords,  ten  days  ago,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  this  House  possessed  the 
good  opinion  of  the  public,  as  the 
mediator  between  them  and  the 
laws  of  the  country ;  if  this  bill 
pass  to-night,  I  hope  in  God  that 
this  House  may  still  have  that 
good  opinion  ten  days  hence.  But, 
do  say  the  best  of  this  measure,  I 
consider  it  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  legal  robbery ;  so  help  me 
God,  I  have  but  a  short  time  to 
remain  with  you  ;  but  I  trust  it 
will  be  hereafter  known,  that  I 
used  every  means  in  my  power  to 
prevent  its  passing  into  a  law. 

On  the  question,  that  the  bill 
do  pass,  the  House  divided :  Con¬ 
tents,  41  ;  Not-Contents,  18  :  Ma¬ 
jority,  23. 

Lords  Eldon,  Stowell,  Redes- 
dale,  Colchester,  Shaftesbury,  Cam¬ 
den,  Verulam  and  Sidney,  entered 
their  protests  against  the  bill.  * 


*  The  following  were  the  protests 
entered  on  the  Journals  : 

“Dissentient: — Because  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  that  the  withdrawing  the 
effect  of  nullity  from  the  marriages 
of  minors,  had  without  the  consent  of 
parents,  is  likely  to  produce  more  and 
greater  mischiefs  than  such  as  can 
fairly  be  considered  as  resulting  from 
the  general  operation  of  the  subsisting 
Marriage  Act.  ° 

“  Stowell.” 

“  Dissentient  :  —  1st,  Because 
the  bill  proposes  to  repeal  retrospec- 


The  House  of  Commons  agreed 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Lords, 
in  order  that  the  measure  might 
not  be  totally  lost.  The  formali¬ 
ties  required  by  the  new  act,  were 
exceedingly  unpopular,  especially 
among  the  lower  orders;  and  no 
sooner  had  their  operation  com¬ 
menced,  than  one  universal  cry  for 
their  repeal  was  raised. 


tively  a  law  which  has  endured  and 
been  enacted  upon  nearly  seventy 
years,  governing  the  rights  of  persons 
and  of  property  ;  and  such  repeal  is, 
therefore,  a  dangerous  precedent,  des¬ 
troying  all  confidence  in  rights  founded 
on  existing  law,  and  threatening,  by 
its  consequences,  the  destruction  of  all 
law. 

“  2nd.  Because  the  injustice  and 
impolicy  of  repealing  the  law  retro¬ 
spectively,  is  acknowledged  by  the  se¬ 
veral  qualifications  introduced  into 
the  bill  to  limit  the  effects  of  such  re¬ 
trospective  repeal ;  and  yet  clauses 
offered  further  to  limit  such  effects 
were  rejected,  and  many  inconve¬ 
niences  foreseen  therefore  remain  un¬ 
provided  for,  and  there  probably  may 
be  many  unforeseen,  and  to  which 
human  foresight  cannot  extend. 

3rd.  Because,  whatever  evils  may 
have  arisen,  from  the  effects,  in  some 
instances,  of  the  law  proposed  to  be  re¬ 
pealed,  the  evil  of  a  retrospective  re¬ 
peal  of  a  law  which  had  so  long  en¬ 
dured  is  much  greater,  considered  as  a 
precedent,  which  may  be  used  to  jus¬ 
tify  the  grossest  injustice. 

“  Eldon,  C. 

“  Shaftesbury. 

“  Redesdale. 

“  Colchester.” 

“  Dissentient  :  —  1st.  For  the 
above  reasons,  and  also  because  the 
bill  is  not,  either  with  respect  to  mar¬ 
riages  heretofore  had  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  putative  fathers,  or  heretofore 
had  without  the  consent  of  natural  and 
lawful  fathers,  founded  upon  misap¬ 
prehension  of  the  law  creating  any 
such  general  practice,  as  in  my  judg¬ 
ment  can  authorize  the  House  to  le- 
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Mr.  Kennedy  renewed  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  improve  the  constitution 
of  Scotch  Juries  in  criminal  cases, 
and  with  better  success  than  in  the 
former  year,  In  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  hill  for  this  purpose, 
Mr.  Kennedy  stated  to  the  House, 
that  the  mode  of  administering 
criminal  justice  in  Scotland,  was 
very  different  from  that  pursued 
in  England.  Except  in  charges  of 
high  treason,  Scotland  had  not 
the  benefit  of  the  intervention  of 
a  grand  jury ;  the  lord  advocate 
proceeded  by  a  course  similar  to 
that  of  an  ex  officio  information. 
A  jury  of  fifteen  persons  decided 
upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  accused ;  but  in  this  decision  it 
was  not  necessary  that  they  should 
be  unanimous,  a  majority  of 
them  being  sufficient.  On  the 
day  of  trial  45  persons  appeared, 
from  whom  the  jury  was  after¬ 
wards  selected.  Now,  the  mea¬ 
sure  which  he  intended  to  sub¬ 
mit  would  not  object  to  the  man- 


gislate,  as  in  this  bill,  retrospectively 
with  respect  to  such  marriages. 

2nd.  Because  the  House,  having  re¬ 
fused  to  insert  clauses  in  the  bill  sav¬ 
ing  vested  rights,  and  rights  acquired 
by  purchasers  of  estates  for  good  or 
valuable  considerations,  from  persons 
by  the  law  of  the  land  entitled  to  sell 
or  settle  such  estates,  appears  to  me, 
by  this  measure,  to  have  acted  con¬ 
trary  to  the  principles  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  secured  to  the  subjects  of  this 
country  their  property,  and  to  have 
rendered  the  bill,  if  otherwise  fit  to 
pass  into  a  law,  such  as  no  reasoning 
can  sanction,  and  no  precedents  can 
justify. 

u  Eldon,  C. 

“  Shaftesbury. 

u  Colchester.” 

“  For  the  second  reason  : — 

“  Verulam. 

“  Sidney. 

“  Stowell. 

“  Camden.” 
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ner  in  which  those  45  persons  were 
brought  into  court,  but  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  15  who  were  to  try 
the  case  were  selected ;  namely, 
by  the  presiding  judge.  They 
were  taken  by  fives  and  fives ; 
and  being  thus  selected,  they  sat 
down  to  try  the  case.  The  par¬ 
ties  accused  were  not  allowed  to 
object  to  the  selection  as  such ; 
for  that  would  be  to  impute  an 
improper  motive  to  the  judge, 
which  would  not  be  admitted. 
The  only  objections,  which  could 
be  made  on  the  part  of  the  accused, 
were  certain  legal  ones.  They 
might  object  to  persons  against 
whom  a  conviction  for  any  crime 
had  been  recorded ;  to  parties  as 
bearing  spite  and  malice  against 
the  accused ;  and  to  persons  who 
were  deaf  or  dumb,  or  who  were 
under  age.  All  these,  no  doubt, 
were  very  proper  objections,  where 
they  could  be  made,  but  he  believ¬ 
ed  it  rarely  occurred  that  they 
were  made.  The  alteration,  which 
his  bill  would  make,  was  small  in 
appearance ;  but  he  considered  it 
important  in  principle.  It  was, 
that  instead  of  the  selection  of  15 
being  made  by  the  presiding  judge, 
it  should  be  by  ballot  out  of  the 
45  ;  and  he  would  also  propose, 
that  both  to  the  accused  and  the 
prosecutor,certain  challenges  should 
be  allowed. 

On  the  second  reading  of  Mr. 
Kennedy’s  bill,  it  was  opposed 
strenuously  by  the  lord  advocate, 
and  lord  Binning,  whose  only  ar¬ 
gument  was,  that  the  proposed  in¬ 
novation  was  unnecessary,  inas¬ 
much  as  criminal  justice  was  per¬ 
fectly  well  administered  in  Scot¬ 
land.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
contended  with  much  truth,  that 
a  system  liable  to  great  abuse  ought 
not  to  be  continued,  because  it  had 
not  yet  been  perverted  to  mis- 
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ehievous  ends.  The  fate  of  the 
measure,  however,  was  decided  by 
the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Peel, 
that  the  judges  should  retain  the 
power  of  selecting  the  jurymen, 
hut  that  the  accuser  and  the  ac¬ 
cused  should  have  the  privilege  of 
making  peremptory  challenges. 
Accordingly  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and,  being  modified 
in  the  committee  according  to  Mr. 
Peeks  ideas,  it  was  finally  passed. 
It  empowered  the  lords  of  justi¬ 
ciary  to  summon  more  than  forty- 
five  jurors,  and  the  prosecutor  and 
each  panel  respectively  to  chal¬ 
lenge  five  of  the  jurors  without  as¬ 
signing  any  reason. 

On  the  25th  of  June  Mr.  Aber¬ 
crombie  moved  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
lord  advocate,  and  other  law  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  crown,  in  Scotland, 
with  respect  to  the  public  press, 
and  more  especially  as  regarded  the 
trial  of  Mr.  W.  Borthwick.  In  a  very 
long,  and  not  very  temperate 
speech,  Mr.  Abercromby  detailed 
a  series  of  charges  against  the  lord 
advocate  and  his  deputies.  The 
accusation  consisted  of  two  parts  ; 
first,  the  lord  advocate’s  connexion 
with  the  libellous  part  of  the  press ; 
and  secondly,  certain  oppressions 
alleged  to  have  been  committed 
upon  a  person  named  Borthwick, 
in  order,  as  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Abercromby,  to  raise  a  prejudice 
against  Mr.  Stuart  upon  his  trial 
for  the  murder  of  sir  Alexander 
Boswell.  £See  Appendix  to  Chro¬ 
nicle,  p.  407].  In  proof  of  the 
first  part  of  his  charge  Mr.  Aber¬ 
cromby  referred  to  a  bond,  given 
by  the  lord  advocate  and  others, 
for  the  establishment  and  support 
of  the  “  Beacon”  newspaper  —  a 
journal  which  he  described  as  in 
the  highest  degree  calumniatory  ; 
and  to  a  commendatory  letter. 
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signed  by  the  lord  advocate, 
and  several  other  persons,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  “  Clydesdale  Journal,” 
which  Mr.  Abercromby  character¬ 
ized  as  equally  scandalous  with 
the  “Beacon.”  The  learned  gentle¬ 
man  also  referred  to  some  late 
transactions  connected  with  the 
“  Edinburgh  Correspondent,”  in 
which  he  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  lord  advocate  was  impli¬ 
cated.  With  respect  to  this  part 
of  the  charge,  the  lord  advocate  in¬ 
sisted  on  his  right,  as  a  private  in¬ 
dividual,  to  contribute  to  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  paper,  which,  like 
“  The  Beacon,”  at  its  first  founda¬ 
tion,  professed  legitimate  and  ho¬ 
nourable  principles ;  and  claimed 
approbation  for  having  abandoned 
that  paper,  when  he  found  its  con¬ 
duct  swerve  from  its  professions. 
With  respect  to  the  “  Clydesdale 
Journal,”  he  at  first  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  ever  signed  the  letter 
recommending  it;  but  upon  his 
signature  being  shown  to  him,  he 
admitted  it,  and  explained  that  he 
was  induced  to  affix  his  name  to 
the  letter  by  the  list  of  respectable 
names  which  preceded  it,  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  paper.  Of  the 
transactions  with  “  the  Edinburgh 
Correspondent”  he  denied  all  know¬ 
ledge. 

The  accusations  made  by  Mr. 
Abercromby  with  respect  to  the 
treatment  of  Borthwick,  were  to 
the  following  effect :  Borthwick 
was  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
Clydesdale  Journal,  in  November, 
1820,  when  he  first  had  the  honour 
of  receiving  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  the  lion,  and  learned 
lord,  and  he  had  then  some  con¬ 
nexion  with  a  person  named  Alex¬ 
ander.  In  November,  1821,  they 
were  engaged  in  publishing  the 
“  Sentinel”  at  Glasgow,  under  the 
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firm  of  Alexander  and  Borthwick. 
it  was  not  very  clear  how  this 
connexion  was  first  broken;  but 
it  had  been  stated  on  the  part  of 
Borthwick,  that  he  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  paper 
was  conducted,  and  was  alarmed 
on  account  of  the  prosecutions  insti¬ 
tuted  against  it.  This  much  at 
least  was  evident,  that  Borthwick 
being  dissatisfied,  proposed  to  dis¬ 
solve  the  partnership.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  in  the  same  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  1821,  Borthwick  and 
Alexander  entered  into  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  that  effect,  accompanied 
by  certain  conditions.  The  condi¬ 
tions  were,  that  Borthwick  should 
receive  20/.  in  money  to  be  paid 
down,  and  90/.  in  bills  upon  good 
security.  These  bills  were  to  be 
paid  on  a  day  named,  and  to  be 
delivered  before  the  8th  of  De¬ 
cember.  Alexander  accordingly 
paid  the  20/.,  and  gave  one  bill 
for  a  small  amount ;  but  on  the 
18th  December  Borthwick  not 
having  been  able  to  obtain  the  ful¬ 
filment  of  the  conditions,  instituted 
a  proceeding  before  the  magis¬ 
trates  at  Glasgow,  with  a  view  of 
having  the  contract  performed  and 
carried  into  execution ;  or,  in  case 
of  not  procuring  the  fulfilment  of 
such  contract,  then  that  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  would  cause  him  to  be 
re-instated  in  the  possession  of  his 
property,  which  he  had  surrender¬ 
ed  to  Alexander  on  the  faith  of 
those  conditions.  Judgment  was 
pronounced  by  the  magistrates  of 
Glasgow  on  the  14th  of  Feb.  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  when  they  ordained,  that 
Alexander,  within  six  days  from 
that  date,  should  deliver  to  Borth¬ 
wick  the  bills  mentioned  in  the 
petition ;  or  if  he  failed  to  do  so, 
that  Borthwick  should  be  re-in¬ 
stated  in  his  former  property  and 
interest  in  the  paper  in  question. 


Borthwick  did  not  take  possession 
on  Feb.  20,  as  he  was  entitled  to 
do;  but  on  the  1st  of  March  fol¬ 
lowing,  armed  with  this  judgment 
in  his  favour,  entered  on  the  pre¬ 
mises  where  the  business  was  car¬ 
ried  on,  and  remained  there  for  10' 
hours.  He  carried  with  him  his 
own  key,  opened  with  it  the  safe, 
of  which  he  was  thus  the  legal  pro¬ 
prietor,  and  took  those  papers  which 
he  found,  and  which  it  seemed  fit¬ 
ting  to  him,  as  the  proprietor  of 
the  concern,  to  carry  away.  From 
the  20th  of  February  to  the  1st  of 
March,  Alexander  took  no  steps 
to  impeach  either  the  judgment  of 
the  magistrates  or  the  acts  of  Borth¬ 
wick  under  its  sanction,  but  on  the 
2nd  of  March  procured  Borthwick 
to  be  arrested  for  a  pretended 
debt.  Borthwick  was  imprisoned 
in  the  gaol  of  Glasgow,  and  libe¬ 
rated  on  the  1  Oth  of  March. 

The  first  use  that  he  made  of 
b^s  recovered  freedom,  was  to  enter 
the  premises  of  the  partnership, 
and  take  away  some  papers  belong¬ 
ing  to  it.  Alexander  then  charged 
Borthwick  with  theft ;  but  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  of  Glasgow  dismissed  the 
accusation.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  documents,  which  Borthwick 
had  removed,  furnished  proof  that 
sir  Alexander  Boswell,  a  keen 
partisan  of  the  ministry,  was  the 
author  of  certain  libels  against  a 
Mr.  Stuart,  who  was  an  equally 
keen  adherent  of  opposition.  A 
duel  between  Mr.  Stuart  and  sir 
Alexander  ensued;  in  which  the 
latter  fell.  Borthwick,  it  was  al¬ 
leged,  now  became  an  object  of 
vengeance,  to  the  party  whose  tool 
he  had  previously  been ;  and  Mr. 
John  Hope,  deputy  advocate,  issued 
a  warrant  for  his  apprehension. 
Being  arrested  at  Dundee,  he  was 
brought  in  irons  to  Edinburgh, 
indicted  for  a  capital  felony,  and 
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afterwards  transferred  to  Glasgow. 
His  trial,  however;  was  delayed 
from  time  to  time ;  till  at  last;  after 
more  than  a  month’s  confinement; 
Mr.  Hope  abandoned  the  prosecu¬ 
tion.  Was  Bor th wick  then  libe¬ 
rated?  No;  Alexander  now  be¬ 
came  the  prosecutor  by  his  counsel 
Mr.  Menzies;  the  lord  advocate 
granted  his  concurrence  to  this  law 
officer;  Mr.  Menzies,  to  carry  on  a 
prosecution  which  he  dared  not  in 
his  own  person  bring  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  a  jury ;  and  Borthwick  was 
again  carried  from  Glasgow  to 
Edinburgh;  to  stand  his  trial  for  a 
capital  offence  on  the  10th  of  June, 
at  the  instance  of  his  partner; 
Alexander;  who  had  failed  in  per¬ 
suading  the  magistrates  of  Glas¬ 
gow  that  any  offence  whatever  had 
been  committed.  The  day  and 
the  place  fixed  upon  for  the  trial 
were  the  very  day  and  place  like¬ 
wise  fixed  upon  for  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Stuart.  Mr.  Stuart  had  the 
preference,  and  Borthwick’s  trial 
was  postponed  to  the  17th ;  Mr. 
Menzies,  however;  took  care  that 
it  should  not  be  forgotten;  that  the 
latter  was  connected  with  the 
former.  Mr.  Stuart  was  honour¬ 
ably  acquitted;  and  two  days  af¬ 
terwards  Borthwick  was  uncondi¬ 
tionally  liberated — liberated  with¬ 
out  explanation  or  reason  assigned; 
after  70  days  confinement  —  after 
twice  preparing  for  trial — after 
being  immured  like  the  greatest 
criminal;  in  dungeons  and  close 
confinement. 

The  lord  advocate  defended  him¬ 
self  against  this  charge;  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  Hope  had  done 
only  what  his  duty  required  ;  that 
there  was  no  intention  or  wish  to 
oppress  Borthwick  ;  and  that;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  statements  made  to 
the  law  officers;  and  supported  by 
evidence,  there  at  first  appeared 
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strong  reason  for  sending  that  in¬ 
dividual  before  a  jury  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen. 

Mr.  Peel  justified  the  conduct 
of  the  lord  advocate.  Sir  James 
Mackintosh  pronounced  a  keen 
philippic  against  all  ministerial  sa¬ 
tires  and  libels.  The  marquis  of 
Londonderry  admitted;  that  it 
would  have  been  more  discreet  in 
the  learned  lord  to  have  abstained 
from  all  connexion  with  news¬ 
papers;  and  animadverted  in  a  very 
sarcastic  strain  upon  the  vigilance 
and  zeal,  with  which  gentlemen  in 
opposition  could  detect  and  prose¬ 
cute  the  errors  of  the  press;  when 
employed  against  themselves ;  not¬ 
withstanding  that  upon  all  other 
occasions  they  professed  themselves 
its  devoted  and  enthusiastic  cham¬ 
pions. — The  House  then  divided; 
when  the  numbers  were — for  the 
motion  Q5,  against  it  120. 

Mr.  Abercromby;  in  his  speech 
on  this  occasion;  used  some  strong 
language  concerning  Mr.  Hope 
and  Mr.  Menzies ;  which  produced 
two  letters  in  reply,  one  from  each 
of  these  gentlemen.  Mr.  Menzies 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  editor 
of  an  evening  paper,  and  contained 
a  direct  denial  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  statements  in  the  report  of  Mr. 
Abercromby’s  speech.  Mr.  Hope’s 
letter  was  very  long,  and  was  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Mr.  Abercromby  him¬ 
self.  The  language  used  in  it  was 
vehement ;  but  it  proved  satisfac¬ 
torily,  that  many  of  Mr.  Aber¬ 
cromby’s  assertions  had  been  made 
without  reason. 

On  the  9th  of  July  Mr.  Cour¬ 
tenay  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  these  two  letters.  After 
some  passages  selected  from  Mr. 
Hope’s  letter  had  been  read,  Mr. 
Courtenay  moved,  that  they  were 
a  gross  breach  of  privilege. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry 
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suggested,  that  the  selected  pas¬ 
sages  might  be  explained  by  the 
context,  and  submitted  that,  in 
order  to  enable  members  to  form  a 
correct  judgment  upon  the  whole 
letter,  it  might  be  convenient  to 
adjourn  the  farther  consideration 
of  the  subject  for  24  hours. 

Mr.  Tierney  thought,  that  the 
breach  of  privilege  was  clearly 
made  out  without  farther  inquiry ; 
but  with  a  view  of  measuring  the 
degree  of  the  offence  committed, 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  letter 
being  read  instanter. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn  hinted  a  doubt, 
whether  any  breach  of  privilege 
had  been  committed;  and,  upon 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Hobhouse’s 
case,  maintained  the  propriety  of 
the  proposed  adjournment. 

The  Speaker  expressed  an  ap¬ 
prehension  that  an  adjournment, 
after  the  passages  had  been  read, 
might  tend  to  create  an  opinion, 
that  no  breach  of  privilege  had 
been  committed. 

Upon  a  suggestion  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Londonderry,  that  the  let¬ 
ter  might  lead  to  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  a  messenger  was  dispatched 
to  summon  Mr.  Abercromby  to  at¬ 
tend  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Brougham  maintained  that 
a  gross  breach  of  privilege  had  been 
committed,  and  declared  that  if  in¬ 
dividuals  were  thus  to  be  attacked, 
it  was  impossible  that  they  could 
do  their  duty  freely  and  fear¬ 
lessly. 

Lord  Binning,  in  order  to  save 
the  necessity  of  bringing  the 
printer  from  Scotland,  avowed  Mr. 
Hope’s  letter  on  the  part  of  that 
gentleman. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  Mr. 
Hopeshouldbe  summoned  to  attend 
the  House  on  the  17th  of  the 
month. 


Mr.  Menzies’  letter  was  next 
taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  Huskisson  expressed  some 
doubt,  whether  the  hypothesis  as¬ 
sumed  in  the  letter,  that  the  speech 
imputed  to  Mr.  Abercromby  was 
a  fabrication,  did  not  render  it  ra¬ 
ther  an  offence  against  the  news¬ 
paper  editor  to  whom  it  was  ad¬ 
dressed,  than  a  breach  of  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tierney  seemed  disposed  to 
treat  Mr.  Huskisson’s  reasoning 
with  little  respect,  and  called  it 
special  pleading.  He  thought  it 
the  first  duty  of  the  House  to  pro¬ 
tect  a  member,  when,  in  the  course 
of  his  duty  as  a  public  accuser,  he 
states  facts  of  which  he  has  no 
doubt. 

Nearly  the  same  ground  was 
gone  over,  as  in  the  discussion  of 
Mr.  Hope’s  letter ;  and  Mr.  Menzies, 
also,  was  ordered  to  attend  on  the 
17th. 

At  a  later  period  of  the  evening, 
the  messenger,  who  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  summon  Mr.  Abercromby, 
stated  that  that  gentleman  had  left 
town  by  the  Barnet  road.  A  mes¬ 
senger  immediately  afterwards  set 
off  in  a  post-chaise  and  four  to 
overtake  him,  and  execute  the 
Speaker’s  warrant  for  his  recall. 
Another  messenger  departed  at  the 
same  time  for  Edinburgh,  to  com¬ 
pel  the  attendance  of  the  two  Scotch 
barristers. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  Mr.  Aber¬ 
cromby  appeared  in  his  place,  and 
received  in  silence  an  injunction 
from  the  Speaker  not  to  prosecute 
farther  any  quarrel  arising  out  of 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Hope  or  Mr. 
Menzies. 

Lord  Althorp  then  stated,  that 
he,  as  Mr.  Abercromby’s  friend, 
had  proceeded  with  that  gentle¬ 
man  as  far  northward  as  Ferry- 
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bridge  in  Yorkshire;  but,  learn¬ 
ing  there,  that  the  purpose  of 
their  journey  had  been  defeated 
by  the  order  to  Mr.  Menzies  and 
Mr.  Hope  to  attend  at  the  bar, 
Mr.  Abercromby  had  returned,  in 
order  to  show  the  utmost  submis¬ 
sion  to  the  commands  of  the  House. 

On  the  17th,  Messrs.  Hope  and 
Menzies  attended  at  the  bar.  Mr. 
Hope  appeared  first,  and  in  a 
manly  speech  explained  the  motives 
of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Abercromby. 
He  expressed  regret  that  he  had 
infringed  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  for  which  he  professed  to 
entertain  the  highest  respect,  but 
appealed  to  the  feelings  of  every 
member,  whether  he  had  not  been 
placed  in  circumstances,  which 
rendered  it  impossible  in  him  to 
act  otherwise. 

Mr.  Courtenay  moved  in  form, 
that  Mr.  Hope,  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  letter  to  Mr.  Aber¬ 
cromby,  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  spoke  with  great 
animation  against  the  assumption 
of  arbitrary  power  in  matters  of 
privilege  by  the  Hoffse  of  Com¬ 
mons,  in  derogation  of  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  declared,  that 
should  any  ulterior  proceeding  be 
proposed  against  Mr.  Hope,  he 
would  divide  the  House  upon  it. 

A  long  debate  followed,  in 
which  sir  R.  Wilson,  Mr.  Broug¬ 
ham,  Mr.  Tierney,  and  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  urged  the  necessity  of 
the  House  vindicating  its  insulted 
privileges  ;  lord  Binning  and  Mr. 
Canning  maintained,  that  no  ul¬ 
terior  proceedings  were  necessary. 
Finally,  this  latter  course  prevail¬ 
ed  ;  and  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hope  was 
then  called  in,  was  informed  of 
the  resolution,  and  was  dismissed. 


The  case  of  Mr.  Hope  being 
thus  disposed  of,  Mr.  Menzies  was 
called  in,  heard  the  resolution  of 
the  House  with  respect  to  his 
letter  read,  made  his  speech  in 
explanation  of  his  letter,  and  was 
discharged  instantly  and  unhesi¬ 
tatingly,  without  receiving  any 
reprimand  or  uttering  any  expres¬ 
sion  of  regret. 

It  was  the  general  opinion  that 
the  cases  of  these  two  gentlemen, 
were  perfectly  distinct ;  that  their 
defence  rested  on  different  grounds; 
and  that  the  circumstance  which 
made  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hope  a 
breach  of  privilege,  was  totally 
wanting  in  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Menzies ;  for  Mr.  Menzies,  for 
instance,  did  not  aver  that  what 
Mr.  Abercromby  uttered  was  false, 
but  that,  “  in  what  appeared  as  a 
fair  report  of  Mr.  Abercromby’s 
speech,  improper  motives  were  at¬ 
tributed  to  Mr.  M.;  and  that  who¬ 
ever  was  the  real  author  of  these 
imputations,  they  were  altogether 
unwarranted,  groundless,  and 
false.”  Unless,  therefore,  reports  of 
speeches,  which  in  truth  are  them¬ 
selves  only  connived-at  breaches 
of  privilege,  be  protected  by  the 
shield  of  privilege,  as  well  as  the 
speeches  themselves,  or  the  mem¬ 
bers  who  utter  them,  the  strictures 
of  Mr.  Menzies,  it  was  said,  on 
the  statement  of  a  newspaper, 
purporting  to  be  a  report,  could 
be  no  breach  of  parliamentary  pri¬ 
vilege.  In  this  view  of  the 
©  # 
matter,  however,  a  very  important 

circumstance  is  overlooked.  Mr. 
Menzies’  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Courier,  contained  a  copy  of  a 
letter  written  by  that  gentleman 
to  Mr.  Abercromby  himself;  and 
this  last-mentioned  letter  contained 
a  direct  assertion  that  Mr.  Aber¬ 
cromby  had  given  injurious  mis- 
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representations  of  the  writer’s  fairly  be  held  a  breach  of  privilege, 
conduct  *  such  language  might  _ _ . 


*  The  concluding  paragraph  of  Mr. 
Menzies  letter  to  Mr.  Abercromby, 
was  in  the  following  words : 

u  I  certainly  have  reason  to  complain 
that  my  conduct  should  have  been  thus 
publicly  attacked,  without  any  previous 
notice  having  been  given  to  me,  or  any 
proper  inquiry  made  as  to  the  facts: 
and  I  trust  vou  will  not  hesitate  to 
make  the  only  reparation  in  your  power. 


for  the  injurious  misrepresentation, 
which  you  have,  unintentionally  I 
believe,  given  of  my  conduct,  by  com¬ 
municating  to  me  the  information  on 
which  you  proceeded,  and  the  source 
from  which  you  obtained  it,  and  by 
taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  pub¬ 
lishing  this  statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  in  the  same  way  in  which  you  did 
the  mis-statement  of  which  I  have  so 
much  reason  to  complain,” 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Agricultural  Distresses — -Mr.  Broughams  Motion  for  relieving  them 
by  a  diminution  of  Taxes — The  Plans  proposed  by  Government  for 
their  Relief— Revival  of  the  Agricultural  Committee — Different 
Schemes  proposed  for  a  new  system  of  Corn  Laws — Lord  London¬ 
derry  abandons  the  Scheme  for  a  Loan  to  the  Agricultural  Interest — = 
Different  Schemes  of  Corn  Laws,  proposed  by  Sir  T.  Lethbridge, 
Mr.  Rennet,  Lord  Althorp,  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Ricardo,  rejected 
— Scheme  proposed  by  Lord  Londonderry  adopted — Mr.  Westerns 
Motion  on  the  Currency  ;  views  of  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Attwood 
on  that  Subject — Mr.  Western  renews  his  Motion— State  of  our  Ma¬ 
nufactures — Five  Acts  passed  for  the  Improvement  of  our  Navigation 
Laws — Negotiation  with  the  Last  India  Company — -Fees  of  Consuls. 


THE  distresses  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  interest  continued  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  attention  of  parliament, 
and  in  a  greater  degree  than  in  any 
preceding  year.  Scarcely  had  the 
session  commenced,  when,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
country  gentlemen  were  likely  to 
abandon  the  government,  Mr. 
Brougham  moved,  “  that  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  this  House,  well- 
considering  the  pressure  of  public 
burthens  upon  all,  but  especially 
the  agricultural  classes,  to  obtain 
tor  the  suffering  people  of  these 
realms  such  a  reduction  of  taxa¬ 
tion,  as  may  be  suited  to  the 
change  in  the  value  of  money,  and 
may  afford  an  immediate  relief 
to  the  distresses  of  the  country.” 
The  speech,  with  which  he  intro¬ 
duced  this  motion,  was  very  Ion.0, 
and  very  desultory,  ft  contained 
little  argument,  and  no  sound  ge¬ 
neral  views.  The  two  cardinal 
points,  on  which  the  mover  rested 
his  proposition,  were,  that  taxes 
were  tne  cause  of  the  existing  dis¬ 


tresses,  and  that  the  agricultural 
classes  were  loaded  with  more  than 
their  due  share  of  taxation.  Many 
of  the  doctrines  advanced  by  Mr. 
Brougham  on  this  occasion,  were 
such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  Mr.  Curwen,  or  Mr.  Western, 
or  sir  Thomas  Lethbridge,  or  any 
other  of  the  class  of  philosophers, 
the  prime  article  in  whose  creed 
is,  that  government  exists  only  to 
enable  landlords  to  obtain  the 
greatest  possible  rents ;  but  in  the 
views  propounded  in  the  speech, 
there  was  no  trace  of  the  clear  and 
forcible  understanding,  which 
usually  shines  in  Mr.  Brougham’s 
parliamentary  exhibitions ;  and  in¬ 
deed  had  it  not  been  for  some 
strains  of  bitter  sarcasm,  one  could 
scarcely  have  believed,  that  it  was 
the  member  for  Winchelsea,  who 
was  labouring  with  such  pa¬ 
rasitical  zeal,  to  flatter  all  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
and  who  was  even  bold  enough  to 
hint,  that,  if  the  comfort  of  full 
purses  could  not  be  otherwise  ob- 
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tained  for  them,  the  true  line  of 
policy  would  be,  to  plunder  the 
public  creditor,  that  they  might  be 
enriched. 

The  marquis  of  Londonderry 
opposed  the  resolution,  as  contain¬ 
ing  no  specific  proposition  of  re¬ 
trenchment,  and  as  leading  to  no 
practical  purpose.  Its  object  was 
only  to  entrap  the  House  into  a 
censure  of  ministers,  who  were  of 
themselves  disposed  to  carry  re¬ 
duction  to  the  utmost  extent,  com¬ 
patible  with  the  safety  of  the  state. 
He  added,  that  he  had  to  propose  a 
remedy  of  his  own,  from  which  he 
entertained  considerable  hopes  of 
relief ;  and  he  called  on  the  House 
to  suspend  their  judgment,  till  mi¬ 
nisters  brought  forward  their  in¬ 
tended  measure.  Mr.  Brougham’s 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority 
of  212  to  108.  None  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  who  had  hitherto  been 
in  the  habit  of  supporting  ministers, 
voted  with  Mr.  Brougham.  The 
learned  gentleman’s  witcheries  had 
been  without  effect. 

On  the  15th  of  February,  lord 
Londonderry  brought  forward  his 
promised  remedies,  which  were,  the 
repeal  of  the  annual  malt-tax,  and 
a  loan  to  the  agricultural  interest, 
by  means  of  Exchequer  bills.  He 
calculated,  that  the  combined  effect 
of  the  improving  state  of  the  reve¬ 
nue,  and  of  the  retrenchments  al¬ 
ready  effected  by  ministers  (which 
last  he  rated  at  two  millions), 
would  leave  a  surplus  revenue  of 
five  millions ;  and  that  the  saving 
of  interest,  to  be  effected  by  the  in¬ 
tended  paying  off  of  the  five  per 
cents.,  would  give  a  further  sur¬ 
plus  of  a  million  and  a  half — a  sum 
which,  in  his  opinion,  allowed  mi¬ 
nisters  to  repeal  the  annual  malt 
tax,  without  injustice  to  the  public 
creditor.  The  noble  marquis,  hav¬ 
ing  rated  the  farmers’  taxes  at 
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one-seventh,  or,  including  the  taxes 
which  affected  him  as  a  consumer, 
at  one-fifth  of  his  rent,  proceeded 
to  reason  from  this  datum,  that  the 
diminution  of  taxation  to  any  prac¬ 
ticable  extent  could  afford  no  ade¬ 
quate  relief ;  and  he  recommended 
a  loan  of  four  millions,  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  partly  to  the  landholders  on 
the  security  of  their  crops,  to  enable 
them  to  withhold  them  for  a  time 
from  the  market,  and  so  effect  an 
advance  in  the  price  of  grain,  and 
partly  to  parishes  on  the  security 
of  their  rates.  The  resolutions, 
with  which  his  lordship  concluded 
his  speech,  relating  merely  to  the 
production  of  some  financial  docu¬ 
ments,  were  carried  without  a  di¬ 
vision,  though  not  without  consi¬ 
derable  discussion. 

On  the  18th  of  February,  lord 
Londonderry  moved  for  the  re¬ 
vival  of  the  agricultural  committee. 
His  lordship  deprecated  any  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  general  question  at 
that  moment,  but  with  very  little 
success ;  for  a  long  debate  followed, 
which,  though  it  .  did  not  possess 
much  of  the  unity  of  consecutive 
reasoning,  gave  to  a  number  of 
members  an  opportunity  of  avow¬ 
ing  their  opinions  upon  various 
subjects  immediately  or  remotely 
connected  with  the  agricultural 
question ;  or  of  animadverting 
upon  the  topics,  which  had  been 
touched  upon  in  the  speeches  of 
Mr.  Brougham  and  the  marquis  of 
Londonderry. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  lord 
Althorp  brought  forward  a  mo¬ 
tion  avowedly  in  opposition  to  the 
plans,  which  had  been  mentioned 
by  the  marquis  of  Londonderry. 
His  lordship’s  proposition,  in  terms, 
went  no  farther  than  a  declaration 
that  the  reduction  of  taxation,  pro¬ 
posed  by  the  ministers,  was  not  suf¬ 
ficient  to  satisfy  the  just  expecta- 
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tions  of  the  people;  but  in  the 
speech,  with  which  his  lordship  in¬ 
troduced  it;  he  strongly  urged  the 
policy  of  diverting  the  surplus  of 
the  year  from  the  sinking  fund  to 
the  diminution  of  taxation.  Mr. 
Robinson  moved;  by  way  of  amend¬ 
ment,  two  resolutions ;  the  first  of 
which  declared,  that  the  surplus  re¬ 
venue  of  the  current  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  5,260,000/. ;  and  the  second, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  this  sur¬ 
plus,  connected  with  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  interest  of  the  5  per 
cent  stock,  a  diminution  of  taxes 
might  be  effected,  from  which  the 
people  would  derive  immediate 
relief.  The  amendment  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  great  majority. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  the  report 
of  the  agricultural  committee  was 
laid  before  parliament  £See  Public 
Documents,  p.  438]] ;  and,  on  the 
29th  of  the  same  month,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  to 
take  the  report  into  consideration. 
On  that  day,  three  different  schemes 
were  proposed  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  farmers  and  land¬ 
lords  ;  one  by  the  marquis  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  the  second  by  Mr.  Ri¬ 
cardo,  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson.  His  lordship’s  plan  was 
comprised  in  thirteen  resolutions, 
which  were  to  the  following  effect: 

1.  That  his  majesty  he  enabled 
to  direct  Exchequer  bills,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  one  million, 
to  be  issued  to  commissioners  in 
Great  Britain,  to  be  by  them  ad¬ 
vanced  under  certain  "regulations 
and  restrictions,  whenever  the 
average  price  of  wheat  shall  be 
under  60s.  per  quarter,  upon  such 
corn,  the  growth  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  as  shall  be  deposited  in 
fit  and  proper  warehouses. 

2.  That  it  is  expedient  to  per¬ 


mit  the  holders  of  foreign  com 
now  in  warehouses,  to  have  the 
same  ground  into  flour,  for  the 
purpose  of  exportation,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  guard  against 
the  fraudulent  introduction  of  any 
part  of  the  said  corn  for  home  con¬ 
sumption. 

3.  &  4.  That  whenever  foreign 
wheat  shall  have  been  admitted  for 
home  consumption,  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  an  act  made  in  the  55th 
year  of  his  late  majesty,  the  scale  of 
prices  at  which  the  home  consump¬ 
tion  of  foreign  corn,  meal,  or  flour, 
is  permitted  by  the  said  act,  shall 
cease  and  determine ;  and  that  fo¬ 
reign  corn,  meal,  or  flour,  shall 
thereafter  be  permitted  to  be  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
for  home  consumption,  whenever 
the  average  prices  of  British  corn 
shall  be  at  or  above  the  following 
prices;  viz.  whenever  wheat  shall 
be  at  or  above  7 Os.  per  quarter  ; 
whenever  rye,  peas,  or  beans,  shall 
be  at  or  above  46s.  per  quarter ; 
whenever  barley,  bear,  or  bigg, 
shall  be  at  or  above  35s.  per 
quarter ;  whenever  oats  shall  be  at 
or  above  25s.  per  quarter. 

5.  That  whenever  foreign  corn, 
meal,  or  flour,  shall  be  admissible, 
there  shall  be  levied  and  paid  upon 
it  certain  specified  duties.  When 
wheat  was  under  80s.  per  quarter, 
the  duty  was  to  be  12s. ;  when  it 
was  at  or  above  80s.  but  under 
85s.,  the  duty  was  to  be  5s. ;  and 
in  both  cases,  there  was  to  be  an 
additional  duty  of  5s.  in  force,  for 
the  first  three  months  after  the 
opening  of  the  ports.  When  the 
price  rose  to  85s.  the  duty  was 
to  be  only  Is.  per  quarter.  Similar 
scales  were  fixed  for  the  other  spe¬ 
cies  of  grain.* 

The  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  re- 


*  The  following  was  the  scale  of  duties 
Londonderry  . 
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solutions  declared,  that  whenever 
the  scale  of  prices,  at  which  the 
home  consumption  of  foreign  corn, 
meal,  or  flour,  is  permitted  by 
the  existing  act,  shall  cease,  then. 


com,  meal,  or  flour,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  any 
British  colony  or  plantation  in 
North  America,  shall  be  permitted 
to  be  imported  into  the  United 


"When  imported  from  any 
Foreign  Country. 

Wheat. 

Rye,  Peas, 
and  Beans. 

Barley, 

Bear,  or  Bigg. 

Oats- 

If  under  per  qr.  ... 

80s. 

53s. 

40s. 

28s. 

High  Duty  . 

Additional  for  1st  3 

12s.  Od. 

8s.  Od. 

6s.  Od. 

4s.  Od. 

months  . 

If  at  or  above  per 

5s.  Od. 

3  s.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

2s.  Od. 

quarter  . 

80s. 

53  s. 

40s. 

28s. 

But  under  ditto. . 

85s. 

56‘s. 

42s.  6d. 

30s.  Od. 

First  low  duty  . 

Additional,  for  1st 

5s.  Od. 

3s.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

2s.  Od. 

three  months . 

If  at  or  above  per 

5s.  Od. 

3s.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

2s.  Od. 

quarter  . 

85s. 

55s. 

42s.  6d. 

3  Os. 

Second  low  duty  ... 

First  High  Duty  per 
cwt.  when  Wheat 
is  under  80s.  per 

Is.  Od. 
Duty  upon 
Wheat, 
Meal;  & 
Flour,  to 
be  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Os.  8 d. 

Os.  Gd. 

Os.  4d. 

Duty  upon  Oatmea 
to  be  as  follows : 

High  Duty  per 
boll,  when  Oats  are 
under  28s.  per  qr. 

4-s.  lOd. 

quarter  . 

Additional  for  first 

3s.  3d. 

— 

— < 

Additional  for  first  3 
months . 2s.  2d. 

3  months . 

First  Low  Duty, 
when  Wheat  is  at 
or  above  80$.  per 
quarter,  but  under 

Is.  7 d. 

First  Low  Duty, 
when  Oats  are  at  or 
above  28s.  per  qr. 
iut  under  30s.  per 
quarter . 2s.  2d. 

85s.  per  quarter... 
Additional  for  first 

Is.  Id 

— - 

•  ■ 

Addition  for  1st  3 
months . 2s.  2d. 

3  months . 

Second  Low  Duty, 
when  Wheat  is  at 
or  above  85s.  per 

Is.  7 d. 

Second  Low  Duty, 
when  Oats  are  at  or 
above  30s.  per  qr. 

Os.  6d. 

quarter  . 

Os.  4d. 

— 

— - 

Malt  made  of  Oats 

Malt 
made  of 
Wheat, pro¬ 
hibited. 

Rye 

ground,  or 
Malt  made 
of  Rye, 
Peas 
ground, 
and  Beans 
ground  pro¬ 
hibited. 

Barley,  In¬ 
dian  Corn,  oi- 
Maize,  Bear  oi- 
Bigg  ground, 
and  Malt 
made  of  Bar¬ 
ley,  Indian 
Corn  or 

M  aize,  Bear 
or  Bigg,  pro¬ 
hibited. 

prohibited. 
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Kingdom,  for  home  consumption, 
whenever  the  average  prices  of 
British  corn  shall  be  at  or  above 
the  following  prices;  viz.  when- 
over  wheat  shall  be  at  or  above 
59.?.  per  quarter ;  whenever  rye, 
peas,  and  beans,  shall  be  at  or 


above  39s.  per  quarter ;  whenever 
barley,  bear,  or  biggs,  shall  be  at 
or  above  30s.  per  quarter ;  when¬ 
ever  oats  shall  be  at  or  above  20 s. 
per  quarter;  subject,  however,  to 
certain  specified  rates  of  duty.* 
Mr.  Ricardo’s  scheme  for  the 


*  The  following  was  the  proposed  Scale  of  Duties  on  Grain,  &c.  imported 

from  Canada. 


When  imported  from  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  or 
the  other  British  Colo¬ 
nies  or  Plantations  in 
North  America. 

Wheat. 

Rye,  Peas,  and 
Beans. 

Barley,  Bear,  or 
Bigg. 

Oats. 

I  f  under  per  quarter 

67s . 

44.9. 

339. 

22 9.  6d. 

High  Duty. . 

Additional  for  1st  3 

1 2s. 

89.  0^. 

6s.  0  d. 

4-9.  0  d. 

months  . . 

5s. 

3s.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

2s.  0 d. 

If  at  or  above  per  qr. 

67  s. 

44  s. 

339. 

22 9.  6d. 

But  under  per  ditto 

71  s. 

469. 

359.  6d. 

249.  Od. 

.First  Low  Duty  ... 
Additional  for  1st  3 

5s. 

39.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

29.  0^. 

months  . . 

5s. 

3s.  6d. 

2s.  6d. 

29.  Od. 

If  at  or  above  per  qr. 

7  Is. 

4  6s. 

35s. 

249.  Od. 

Second  Low  Duty... 

First  High  Duty  per 
cwt.  when  Wheat 
is  under  67s.  per 

Is. 

Duty  upon 
Wheat, 

M  eal,  or 
Flour,  to  be 
as  follows  : 

8  d. 

8  d. 

Os.  4  d. 

Duty  upon  Oatmeal 
to  be  as  follows: 

High  duty  per  boll, 
when  Oats  are  under 
229.  6d.  per  quarter 

quarter  . . 

Additional  for  1st  3 

3s.  3d. 

— 

— - 

49.  lOd. 
Additional  for  1st  3 

months  . . 

First  Low  Duty  when 
Wheat  is  at  or 
above  67.?.  per  qr. 
but  under  71s.  per 

Is.  7 d. 

s' 

months . 29.  2d. 

First  Low  Duty, 
when  Oats  are  at  or 
above  229.  6d.  per 
qr.  but  under  249. 

quarter  . 

>— i  i—i 

£*•  -a 

~ 

rliftn . 9.x.  9.d. 

Additional  for  1st  3 

months  . 

Second  Low  Duty, 
when  Wheat  is  at 
or  above  71s.  per 
.quarter  ............ 

— 

— 

Additional  for  1st  3 
months . 29.  2d. 

Second  Low  Duty, 
when  Oats  are  at  or 
above  249.  per  qr.  6d. 

Malt  made 

Rye 

Barley,  In- 

Malt  made  of  Oats 

of  Wheat, 
prohibited. 

ground,  or 
Malt  made 
of  Rye, 
Peas 
ground, 
and  Beans 
ground, 
prohibited. 

dian  Corn,  or 
Maize.  Bear 
or  Bigg 
ground,  and 
Malt  made  of 
Barley,  In¬ 
dian  Corn  or 
Maize,  Bear 
or  Bigg,  pro¬ 
hibited. 

prohibited. 
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regulation  of  the  corn  trade  was 
contained  in  the  5  following  re¬ 
solutions  — 

1.  “  That  it  is  expedient  to 
provide,  that  the  foreign  corn  now 
under  bond  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  may  be  taken  out  for  home 
consumption,  whenever  the  aver¬ 
age  price  of  wheat,  ascertained  in 
the  usual  mode,  shall  exceed  65s . 
a  quarter,  upon  the  payment  of 
the  following  duties : — Wheat  Ids. 
a  quarter :  rye,  peas,  and  beans, 
9s.  6d.  a  quarter;  barley,  bear,  or 
biggs,  7 So  6d.  a  quarter;  oats,  5s. 
a  quarter. 

2.  “  That  whenever  the  average 
price  of  wheat,  ascertained  in  the 
usual  mode,  shall  exceed  70,?.  a 
quarter,  the  trade  in  corn  shall 
henceforth  be  permanently  free, 
but  subject  to  the  following  duties 
upon  importation  :  —  Of  wheat, 
20,?.  a  quarter ;  rye,  pees,  and 
beans,  1 3s.  3d.  a  quarter ;  barley, 
bear,  or  bigg,  1 0,?.  a  quarter  ;  oats, 
6,?.  8d.  a  quarter. 

3.  “  That  at  the  expiration  of 
one  year  from  the  time  at  which 
the  above  duties  on  corn  imported 
shall  be  in  operation,  they  be  re¬ 
duced  as  follows  — On  wheat,  1,?. 
a  quarter ;  rye,  peas,  and  beans, 
8 d.  a  quarter ;  barley,  bear,  or 
bigg,  6d.  a  quarter ;  oats  4<d.  a 
quarter. 

4.  That  a  like  reduction  of 
duties  be  made  in  every  subse¬ 
quent  year,  until  the  duty  on  the 
importation  of  wheat  be  10,?.  a 
quarter ;  rye,  peas,  and  beans, 
6.?.  7d.  a  quarter ;  barley,  bear,  or 
bigg,  5s.  a  quarter ;  oats,  3s.  4>d. 
a  quarter,  at  which  rates  they 
shall  henceforth  be  fixed. 

5.  “  That  a  drawback  or  bounty 
be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of 
corn  to  foreign  countries ;  on 
wheat,  7s.  a  quarter ;  rye,  peas, 
and  beans,  4-y.  6d.  a  quarter ; 
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barley,  bear,  and  bigg,  3s.  6d.  a 
quarter ;  oats  2,?.  4 d.  a  quarter ; 
and  that  such  drawback  or  bounty 
in  like  maimer  as  the  importation 
duty  be  fixed.” 

Mr.  Huskisson’s  resolutions  were 
as  follow  : 

1.  “  That  the  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  were  shut  against 
the  importation  of  foreign  wheat, 
for  home  consumption,  in  the 
month  of  February,  1819,  the 
average  price  being  then  78,?.  7 d. 
a  quarter,  and  that  they  have  re¬ 
mained  closed  ever  since ;  the 
average  price  of  the  year  1820 
having  been  65,?.  7d.— -of  the  year 
1821,  54,?.  5d. — and  of  the  three 
first  months  of  1822,  47<?-  9d.  a 
quarter. 

2.  “  That  in  the  year  1819,  the 
quantity  of  British  wheat  imported 
into  the  port  of  London  was 
300,416  quarters;  in  1820,399,009 
quarters;  and  in  1821,  494,828 
quarters ;  and  that,  during  the 
whole  of  this  period  of  three  years, 
the  supply,  in  all  the  principal 
markets  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
appears  uniformly  to  have  exceeded 
the  demand,  notwithstanding  the 
wants  of  an  increasing  population, 
and  other  circumstances,  which 
have  probably  produced  an  in¬ 
creased  annual  consumption. 

3.  “  That  this  excess  of  the 
supply  above  the  demand  must 
have  arisen,  either  from  an  extent 
of  corn  tillage  more  than  commen¬ 
surate  to  the  average  consumption 
of  the  country  ;  or  from  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  abundant  harvests  upon 
the  same  extent  of  tillage ;  or 
from  the  coincident  effect  of  both 
these  causes. 

4.  “  That  in  the  fluctuation  of 
seasons,  the  effect  of  the  present 
corn  law  must  be  to  expose,  some¬ 
times  the  grower  of  corn  to  the 
losses  incident  to  an  over  redundant 
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produce,  arid  at  other  times  the 
consumer  to  the  pressure  insepara¬ 
ble  from  dearth  ;  that  the  free  im¬ 
portation  of  foreign  corn  (the  re¬ 
medy  provided  by  the  law  for  the 
latter  evil),  if  wanted  to  a  great 
amount,  must  be  precarious  in 
proportion  as  the  demand  is  un¬ 
usual  ;  and  that  against  the  former 
evil  the  law  affords  to  the  grower 
no  relief  whatever. 

5.  “  That  the  alternate  evils  of 
redundancy  and  scarcity  cannot 
fail  to  be  aggravated  by  the  alter¬ 
nate  excitement  and  depression  to 
which  the  agriculture  of  the 
United  Kingdom  must  be  exposed, 
under  the  present  system  of  our 
com  laws. 

6.  “  That  another  evil  effect  of 
this  system  is,  to  convert  farming 
into  a  hazardous  and  gambling 
speculation,  which,  however,  pru¬ 
dently  managed,  must  occasionally 
involve  great  losses  to  the  capitals 
engaged  in  agriculture. 

7 •  “  That  a  free  trade  in  foreign 
corn,  subject  to  certain  duties  on 
the  importation  thereof  for  home 
consumption,  was,  at  all  times,  per¬ 
mitted,  prior  to  the  act  of  the 
55th  Geo.  Ill,  c.  26. 

8.  £<r  That  since  the  passing  of 
that  act,  by  which  such  importa¬ 
tion  is  prohibited  until  the  average 
price  of  wheat  shall  have  reached 
or  exceeded,  for  a  certain  time, 
S0«y.  a  quarter,  and  other  grain  in 
proportion,  a  great  accumulation 
of  foreign  corn  has  taken  place 
in  the  warehouses  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  continent. 

9*  ee  That  to  obviate  the  pre¬ 
judicial  effects  of  that  act,  and  to 
ensure  a  regular  supply  of  grain, 
at  prices  as  much  as  possible 
steady  and  moderate,  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  to  provide  for  the  repeal  of 
so  much  of  the  said  act  as  pro¬ 
hibits,  under  certain  prices,  the 


importation  of  foreign  grain  fo t 
home  consumption. 

10.  “  That  in  order  to  render 
this  repeal  safe  to  the  grower  of 
British  corn,  and  gradual  in  its 
operation,  under  the  present  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  foreign  grain  in 
the  warehouses  of  this  country 
and  in  the  ports  of  the  continent, 
it  is  expedient  to  provide,  that  the 
foreign  wheat,  now  under  bond 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  may  be 
taken  out  for  home  consumption, 
upon  the  payment  of  a  duty  of 
15.?.  per  quarter,  as  soon  as  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  ascer¬ 
tained  in  the  usual  mode,  shall 
exceed  70.?.  a  quarter ;  and  that 
at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  the  date  of  such  admission 
of  warehoused  wheat  into  home 
consumption,  or  so  much  sooner 
as  the  average  price  shall  exceed 
80s.  a  quarter,  wheat  from  abroad 
may  be  admitted,  upon  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  like  duty. 

11.  “  That  the  trade  in  foreign 
corn  shall  thenceforth  be  perma¬ 
nently  free ;  but  subject  to  the 
following  duties  upon  importation, 
or  when  taken  out  of  warehouse 
for  home  consumption  : — Wheat, 
1 5s.  a  quarter,  when  the  price 
shall  not  exceed  80,?. ;  and  when 
above  that  price,  5s. ;  and  above 
85s.  one  shilling ; — -rye,  peas,  and 
beans,  Qs.  6d.  a  quarter,  when  the 
price  shall  not  exceed  53s. ;  and 
when  above  53s.,  one  shilling  — 
barley,  bear,  or  bigg,  7 s.  6d.  a 
quarter,  up  to  40,?.;  and  when 
above  that  price,  one  shilling ; — 
oats,  5s.  a  quarter,  up  to  28.?. ; 
and  when  above  that  price,  one 
shilling.” 

The  first  of  lord  Londonderry’s 
resolutions — that  for  advancing  a 
loan  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
on  the  security  of  corn  to  he 
deposited  in  warehouses  —  came 
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first  under  discussion.  It  had  ex¬ 
perienced  early  indications  of  no 
very  favourable  reception.  Mr. 
Western  had  expressed  his  dislike 
of  it ;  and  Mr.  Brougham,  as  soon 
as  it  was  mentioned,  had  assailed 
it  with  sarcastic  contempt.  It 
was,  he  said,  the  most  ridiculous 
contrivance  which  had  ever  been 
invented.  The  device  amounted  to 
neither  less  nor  more  than  this  : 

Whereas  there  is  a  difficulty  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  demand  for  corn,  and  the 
farmer  cannot  sell,  God  forbid  that 
the  government  should  come  into 
the  market  as  a  corn  dealer,  be¬ 
cause  the  government  ought  not 
to  become  a  purchaser,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in  corn,  that  being  ac¬ 
knowledged,  by  all  political  eco¬ 
nomists,  to  be  one  of  the  most  ab¬ 
surd  of  fancies  ;  therefore,  let  not 
government  become  a  buyer,  but 
only  a  hirer  of  corn — a  hirer  by 
the  month,  of  so  much  as  the 
farmer  has  not  sold  :  God  forbid 
that  government  should  resort  to 
corn  dealing,  but  let  it  betake 
itself  to  pawnbroking,  and  let  the 
three  golden  balls  be  fixed  in  front 
of  the  Treasury.”  No  political 
economist  has  ridiculed  this  pro¬ 
ject.  It  never  came  forth  before, 
and  never  was  ridiculed  or  re¬ 
futed.  The  ministers  would  not 
let  government  become  a  buyer ; 
that  was  against  principle.  Nor 
would  they  agree  to  pawnbroking ; 
that  too  was  against  principle. 
Government  must  not  let ;  but  the 
farmer  might  borrow,  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  might  come  forward  as 
a  money-lender  to  his  aid. 

In  the  committee  on  the  6th  of 
May,  its  merits  were  discussed 
more  at  length.  Lord  London¬ 
derry  defended  the  clause :  con¬ 
tending  that  the  proposed  mea¬ 
sure  (which  was  to  be  treated 
merely  as  a  temporary  expedient) 


would  operate  beneficially  by 
equalizing  the  markets,  and  se¬ 
curing  the  small  farmer  against 
the  necessity  of  selling  at  a  dis¬ 
advantage. — Mr.  Curwen  expressed 
his  approbation  of  it,  and  hinted 
that  some  advantage  might  accrue 
from  a  permanent  measure  founded 
on  similar  principles. 

Mr.  Huskisson  opposed  the 
clause,  and  urged  against  it  un¬ 
answered  and  unanswerable  reasons. 
Looking  to  this  as  a  temporary 
measure,'-  his  objection  to  it  was, 
the  time  to  which  it  was  to  be 
applied.  His  noble  friend  had 
stated  that,  since  the  last  harvest, 
com  had  been  brought  into  the 
market  to  nearly  double  the  quan¬ 
tity  which  had  ordinarily  been  in¬ 
troduced  at  antecedent  periods  of 
similar  extent.  The  reason  his 
noble  friend  gave  for  this  was,  that 
the  farmers  had  been  called  on  to 
pay  their  rents ;  and,  from  the 
difficulties  which  pressed  on  the 
landlords,  the  occupiers  of  land, 
in  order  to  meet  their  demands, 
were  compelled  to  thresh  out  their 
corn,  and  to  send  it  to  market  at 
an  earlier  period  of  the  year  than 
usual.  Now,  if  this  reason  were 
well  founded,  it  followed,  that 
many  of  the  farmers  were  no 
longer  in  the  market  as  sellers  of 
this  commodity,  but  as  purchasers 
for  their  own  support,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in 
the  parishes  to  which  they  be¬ 
longed.  The  consequence  then 
must  be,  if  this  measure  had  the 
effect  of  taking  out  of  the  market 
any  considerable  quantity  of  corn, 
and  thereby  of  raising  the  price, 
that  it  would  bear  hard  on  the 
lower  class  of  farmers,  and  render 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor  more 
onerous.  He  believed,  if  any 
practical  man  asked,  who  were 
the  most  distressed  ?  the  answer 
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would  be,  “  look  at  their  stack¬ 
yards.”  The  yards  of  the  wealthy 
farmers  were  well  stored,  while 
those  of  the  lower  class  were 
emptied.  How,  then,  could  they 
be  relieved  by  this  measure  ?  This 
plan  did  not  accord  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  principles  which  governed 
the  subject.  The  fact  was,  we 
were  in  an  artificial  state,  which 
required  frequent  revision.  With 
respect  to  the  general  principle,  if 
there  was  any  one  article  on 
which  government  ought  not  to 
lend  money,  that  article  was  corn. 

Let  the  House  consider  what 
the  effect  of  the  law  would  have 
been,  had  it  been  passed  last  session. 
Agricultural  distress  was  then 
pressing  severely  on  the  country; 
and,  if  the  corn-market  could  then 
have  been  operated  on  to  the 
amount  of  a  million,  he  would 
ask  his  noble  friend,  who  knew 
the  state  of  the  market  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  whether  the  price  would  not 
have  been  forced  up  to  80s.,  and 
the  ports,  in  consequence,  have 
been  thrown  open  immediately  ? 
On  the  8th  of  September  the  price 
of  corn  was  55s.  8d .,  and  on  the 
29th  it  was  7 Os.  8d.  being  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  30  per  cent  in  twenty 
days.  Now,  if  this  plan  had  been 
then  carried  into  effect,  the  corn- 
grower  might,  at  the  former  pe¬ 
riod,  have  called  for  this  million 
—the  price  would  then  have  risen 
above  806-. ;  and  that  which  the 
agriculturist  most  apprehended, 
namely,  the  throwing  the  ports 
open,  would  have  taken  place. 
What  would  be  the  consequence, 
if  there  were  a  prospect  of  a  rise 
in  the  market  ?  Why,  those  per- 
persons,  who  had  received  money 
from  government  at  3  per  cent, 
would  be  speculating  against  those 
who  speculated  with  their  own 
money,  at  an  interest  of  5  per 


cent.  Considering  the  contin¬ 
gencies  of  this  market,  he  thought 
it  was  truly  desirable  that  its  re¬ 
gulation  should  be  left  to  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  nature.  Prices  were 
beginning  to  adjust  themselves 
between  landlord  and  tenant.  They 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  find  their 
proper  level ;  but  this  measure 
only  tended  to  keep  up  the  de¬ 
lusion,  and  to  add  to  the  difficulty. 
It  would  create  a  most  dangerous 
precedent,  which  it  would  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  keep  up,  if  the  harvest 
were  abundant  next  season. 
Should  the  ensuing  harvest  be 
unfavourable,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  for  this  assistance ;  and, 
if  it  were  favourable,  there  would 
be  a  general  scramble  for  this 
money.  They  would  either  do 
too  little  or  too  much.  If  the 
prices  rose,  there  was  no  neces¬ 
sity  to  interfere  ;  and  if  they  were 
depressed,  the  measure  would 
afford  no  adequate  relief. 

Several  other  members  spoke,  the 
Opposition  in  general  reprobating 
the  clause  very  earnestly,  and  the 
country  gentlemen  treating  it 
rather  coldly ;  when,  at  length, 
the  marquis  of  Londonderry  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  himself  op¬ 
posed  it  in  the  committee,  and 
that  since  the  originators  of  it 
did  not  come  forward  in  its  sup¬ 
port,  he  was  willing  to  withdraw 
it.  It  was  accordingly  with¬ 
drawn. 

The  House  entered  upon  the 
consideration,  on  the  7th  of  May,  of 
the  proposed  scales  of  duties.  In 
opposition  to  lord  Londonderry’s 
second  resolution,  sir  Thomas 
Lethbridge  proposed  a  series  of 
protecting  duties,  which  included 
almost  every  species  of  agricul¬ 
tural  produce  down  to  apples  and 
pears.  The  duty  on  wheat  was- 
to  be  40<s.  per  quarter ;  and  33 
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per  cent  ad  valorem  on  all  articles 
not  enumerated. 

When  this  proposal  was  made, 
sir  Francis  Burdett  took  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  declaring  his  disap¬ 
probation  of  all  the  schemes  that 
had  been  suggested.  Relief,  he 
maintained,  could  be  found  only 
in  a  diminution  of  taxation ;  and 
if  that  diminution  could  not  be 
had  otherwise,  it  ought  to  be 
effected  by  sacrificing  the  public 
creditor.  All  the  expenses  of  the 
state  should  be  reduced  to  the 
scale  of  1792,  as  all  prices  had 
fallen  to  that  standard ;  and,  as  the 
currency  had  altered,  all  the  charges 
of  government  should  be  newly 
adjusted.  Great  stress,  forsooth, 
was  laid  on  keeping  faith  with  the 
public  creditor ;  but  was  not  faith 
likewise  to  be  kept  with  the  coun¬ 
try  ?  It  was  not  by  high  prices  that 
agriculture  should  be  expected  to 
flourish,  but  by  a  diminution  of  the 
public  burthens  and  an  adjustment 
of  them  to  the  change  in  the  cur¬ 
rency.  The  public  creditor,  if  he 
was  to  receive  his  due,  ought  not  to 
receive  more  than  he  contracted  for. 

After  a  long  and  adjourned  de¬ 
bate,  sir  Thomas  Lethbridge’s  re¬ 
solutions  were  rejected  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  243  to  24. 

The  sense  of  the  House  was 
next  taken  on  a  proposal  of  Mr. 
Bennett  for  a  permanent  scale  of 
duties  on  importation,  at  the  rate 
of  24,v.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  l6s. 
for  rye,  125-.  for  barley,  and  8s. 
for  oats,  and  also  for  a  permanent 
scale  of  bounties  on  exportation. 
This  plan  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Huskisson’s  resolutions, 
joined  to  the  two  last  of  Mr. 
Ricardo  (who  had  previously 
withdrawn  his  other  resolutions 
in  favour  of  the  series  framed  by 
Mr.  Huskisson)  were  now  sub¬ 
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mitted  to  the  committee.  Lord 
Althorp  moved  an  amendment 
upon  them,  the  effect  of  which 
was  to  impose  on  importation  a 
fixed  unvarying  duty  of  20  shillings 
per  quarter,  and  to  allow  on  ex¬ 
portation  a  bounty  of  18  shillings 
per  quarter.  This  amendment  was 
rejected  by  201  votes  to  24. 

A  division  then  took  place  on 
the  propositions  compounded  of 
the  series  of  resolutions  originally 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  and 
of  two  of  those  which  had  been 
framed  by  Mr.  Ricardo.  The  pur¬ 
port  of  these  was,  that  there 
should  be  imposed  a  duty  of  206*. 
per  quarter  on  wheat,  to  commence 
as  soon  as  wheat  should  reach  806*. 
per  quarter,  and  to  fall  one  shilling 
annually  for  ten  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  it  would  amount  to  lOs. 
and  would  thereafter  remain  per¬ 
manent.  They  gave  likewise  a 
bounty  of  7-s**  on  the  exportation 
of  wheat.  These  resolutions  were 
supported  by  25  votes,  and  opposed 
by  218. 

Lord  Londonderry’s  resolutions 
were  then  agreed  to ;  and  a  bill 
founded  on  them  passed  into  a  law. 
In  its  progress  through  the  Lords, 
several  peers  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  expressed  their  dislike  to  it ; 
and  lords  Erskine  and  Lauderdale 
entered  their  protests  against  it. 

The  favourite  theory  of  those, 
who  called  themselves  the  friends 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  was, 
that  the  embarrassments  of  farmers 
and  landlords  arose  altogether  from 
taxation,  and  from  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  cur¬ 
rency  in  consequence  of  the  bill  of 
1819-  According  to  this  system, 
there  were  two  sure  remedies — the 
one,  the  diminution  of  the  public 
burthens;  the  other, the  depreciation 
of  the  currency  ;  and  finding  that 
they  had  no  chance  of  attaining 
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the  former  to  the  desired  extent, 
they  turned  with  longing  eyes  to 
the  latter.  On  the  11th  of  June, 
Mr.  Western  moved,  “  That  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  con¬ 
sider  the  effect  produced  by  the  act 
of  the  59th  of  George  3rd,  cap. 
14,  on  the  agriculture,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  commerce  of  the  United 
Empire,  and  on  the  general  con¬ 
dition  of  the  different  classes  of 
society  therein,  and  to  report 
thereon  to  the  House.”  Although 
the  terms  of  his  motion  did  not 
recommend  any  specific  measure. 
Mr.  Western  explained,  that  his 
object  was,  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  the  House  to  the  establishment 
of  a  currency  which  should  raise 
the  price  of  wheat  to  80,?.  per 
quarter,  and  the  wages  of  labour 
to  156*.  a  week.  To  justify  such 
a  measure,  he  took  for  granted 
that  the  change,  which  had  occurred 
in  prices,  had  been  occasioned 
solely  by  the  resumption  of  cash 
payments ;  he  further  assumed, 
that  the  landholder  had  a  right 
(we  suppose,  a  divine  right)  to 
enjoy  all  the  advantages,  and  be 
protected  from  all  the  inconve¬ 
niences,  that  might  at  any  time 
flow  from  fluctuations  of  the  cur¬ 
rency  ;  and  with  the  help  of  these 
two  postulates,  he  easily  arrived 
at  whatever  conclusions  seemed 
good  to  him. 

Mr.  Huskisson  answered  him 
in  a  speech,  which  united  correct 
reasoning  with  clear,  elegant,  and 
forcible  expression,  in  a  degree 
rarely  met  with  in  the  discussion 
of  abstract  topics.  He  rested 

chiefly  on  three  propositions _ 

that  the  change  of  prices  was  at¬ 
tributable  only  in  a  very  slight 
proportion  to  the  resumption  of 
cash  payments — that  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  cash  payments  was  a  mea¬ 
sure,  which  we  were  bound  in 


justice  as  well  as  policy  to  adopt, 
and  on  the  faith  of  which  all 
contracts  had  been  made  —  that, 
even  if  it  had  been  advisable  not 
to  have  returned  to  a  sound  cur¬ 
rency,  the  step  was  taken,  and 
the  widest  mischief  would  ensue 
from  endeavouring  to  undo  what 
had  been  done.  “  The  doctrine  of 
the  member  for  Essex,”  said  Mr. 
Huskisson,  “  is,  that  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of 
men  in  the  community,  that  the 
value  of  money  should  be  gradu¬ 
ally  diminished,  and  the  prices  of 
commodities  raised.  This  was  the 
system  of  Law,  the  projector,  of 
Lowndes,  and  many  others  ;  but 
it  was  one,  to  which,  it  was  to 
be  hoped,  this  country  would  never 
lend  its  sanction.  It  was  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  debtors ;  and  especially 
the  doctrine  of  those,  who,  being 
already  debtors,  were  desirous  of 
becoming  so  in  a  yet  greater  degree. 

“  The  extent,”  continued  Mr.  H., 
“  to  which  the  member  for  Essex 
wishes  to  go,  is  this : — he  would 
lower  the  standard  of  the  cur¬ 
rency  in,  or  nearly  in,  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  difference  between 
the  average  price  of  wheat  taken 
for  the  period  between  1797  and 
1719>  and  the  average  price  be¬ 
tween  1719  and  the  present  year: 
— for  instance,  if  the  average  price 
in  the  latter  case  should  be  45, 
and  in  the  former  80  shillings ;  he 
would  provide  that,  henceforward, 
45  shillings  should  pass  for  80 
shillings;  and,  consequently,  that, 
for  every  debt  or  contract  now 
existing,  a  tender  in  this  propor¬ 
tion  should  be  a  payment  in  full. 

“  The  hon.  gentleman,  in  order 
to  pave  the  way  for  this  proposal, 
has  laboured  hard  to  prove  that 
corn  is  a  better  standard  than  gold. 
Like  most  gentlemen,  who  claim 
to  be  exclusively  practical  men. 
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snd  who  rail  at  those  whom  they 
are  pleased  to  designate  as  the¬ 
orists  and  political  economists — 
for  no  other  reason  than  because 
they  argue  from  principles  which 
their  adversaries  cannot  controvert, 
and  proceed  by  deductions  which 
they  cannot  refute  or  deny — the 
hon.  member  has,  himself,  launched 
into  some  of  the  wildest  theories, 
and  drawn  his  inferences  from 
some  of  the  most  extravagant  po¬ 
sitions,  which  were  ever  promul¬ 
gated  in  this  House. 

“  As  the  foundation  and  ground¬ 
work  of  his  plan,  he  lays  down  in 
principle,  f  that  the  standard  of 
value  in  every  country,  should  be 
that  article,  which  forms  the  con¬ 
stant  and  most  general  food  of  its 
population ;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
that  he  fixes  upon  wheat.  It  fol¬ 
lows  from  this  principle,  that 
wheat  could  not  be  the  standard 
in  Ireland.  There  potatos  must 
be  the  measure  of  value.  This, 
indeed,  is  a  novelty  even  in  theory  ! 
We  heard  a  great  deal  in  1811,  of 
fanciful  standards — -the  ideal  unit 
— the  abstract  pound  sterling — 
and  so  forth  ;  but  who  ever  heard 
before  of  a  potato  standard  ? 
What  a  beautiful  simplicity  of 
system,  and  what  facility  it  would 
afford  to  the  settlement  of  all 
transactions  between  the  two  parts 
of  the  same  empire,  to  have  a 
wheat  standard  for  the  one,  and 
a  potato  standard  for  the  other  ! 

“  I  will  admit  to  the  hon.  member, 
that  there  is  no  positive  and  abso¬ 
lute  disqualification,  either1  in 
wheat  or  potatos,  to  prevent  the 
one  or  the  other  being  a  standard 
of  value.  Wheat,  like  any  other 
commodity,  possessing  value,  is 
capable  of  being  made  the  common 
measure  to  which  the  relative  value 
of  all  other  commodities  shall  be 
referred,  and  the  common  equiva* 


lent  or  medium  by  the  intervention 
of  which,  they  shall  be  exchanged 
the  one  against  the  other.  But 
this  is  only  saying,  that  a  given 
measure  of  wheat,  a  bushel  for 
instance,  instead  of  a  given  quan¬ 
tity  of  gold,  a  sovereign  for  in¬ 
stance,  shall  be  the  money  and 
legal  tender  of  the  country.  For 
such  a  purpose,  for  reasons  obvious 
to  all  who  have  ever  turned  their 
attention  to  the  subject,  wheat  is 
one  of  the  commodities  the  least 
adapted,  always  however  with  the 
exception  of  the  new  Irish  standard, 
potatos.  But  the  hon.  member, 
I  shall  be  told,  does  not  propose 
to  make  wheat  the  currency,  but 
only  the  standard,  I  am  aware  of 
it,  but  how  does  this  help  his 
theory  ?  How  can  a  given  weight 
of  gold,  of  a  given  fineness,  and  of 
a  certain  denomination,  which  in 
this  country  is  now  the  common 
measure  of  all  commodities,  be 
itself  liable  to  be  varied  in  weight, 
fineness,  or  denomination,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  exchangeable  value  of 
some  other  commodity,  without 
taking  from  gold  the  quality  of 
money,  and  transferring  it  to  that 
other  commodity  ?  All  that  you  do 
is,  in  fact,  to  make  wheat  money, 
and  gold  the  representative  of  that 
money,  as  paper  now  is  of  gold. 
But  to  say,  that  one  commodity 
shall  be  the  money,  and  another 
the  standard  of  that  money,  be¬ 
trays  a  confusion  of  ideas,  and  is 
little  short  of  a  contradiction  in 
terms.  As  well  might  you  pro¬ 
pose,  that  the  Winchester  bushel 
should  be  the  measure  of  corn, 
and  the  price  of  a  yard  of  broad 
cloth,  the  standard  by  which  the 
contents  of  that  bushel  should  be 
determined.  What  the  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman,  therefore,  aims  at,  as  I 
conceive,  is,  not  that  wheat  should 
be  either  money  or  standard ;  but 
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that  the  standard  of  money,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  fixed,  once  for  all, 
should  be  varied,  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  price  of 
wheat ;  so  that  if  wheat,  upon  an 
average  of  ten  or  twenty  years, 
should  fall,  the  standard  should  be 
lowered,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  the  denomination  of  our 
money  be  raised,  and,  vice  versa , 
if  wheat  should  rise,  that  the 
standard  should  be  raised.  This 
appeared  to  me  the  hon.  member's 
general  doctrine,  but  perhaps  I 
have  mistaken  the  application  of 
it :  for  although  he  certainly  would 
suggest  the  lowering  the  standard 
when  the  price  of  wheat  falls,  I  heard 
nothing  about  raising  it  when  the 
price  rises : — and,  certainly,  to  do 
the  latter,  however  called  for  by 
reciprocity  and  justice,  would  mi¬ 
litate  against  his  other  leading 
principle — -that  the  prosperity  of  a 
state  depends  on  the  gradual  but 
constant  depreciation  of  its  cur¬ 
rency.  One  thing,  indeed,  would 
rather  confirm  my  suspicion  that 
this  reciprocity  forms  no  part  of 
his  plan  ;  for,  during  the  twenty 
years  which  preceded  1819,  we 
never  heard  from  him,  or  any  other 
practical  gentleman,  a  proposal  to 
revise  the  standard,  by  a  compa¬ 
rison  of  the  average  price  of  wheat 
for  ten  or  twenty  years  preceding: 
the  result  of  which  might  have 
been,  that  every  debtor,  instead 
of  discharging  a  debt  of  80$.  by 
the  payment  of  45$.  would  have 
had  to  pay  nearly  80$.  for  every 
45  of  his  debt,  during  10  or  20 
years  to  come,  according  as  the 
one  or  the  other  of  those  terms 
might  have  been  fixed  upon  for 
the  periodical  revision  of  the 
standard. 

“  Another  of  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  member  for  Essex  is, 
that  we  ought  to  measure  the 


pressure  of  taxation  by  the  price 
of  corn.  f  In  1818,’  says  the 
hon.  member,  f  the  price  of  wheat 
being  108$.  Qd,,  and  the  taxes 
74,674,798/— 13, 733, 296  quarters 
of  wheat  were  sufficient  for  the 
payment  thereof :  in  the  present 
year,  the  price  of  wheat  being  45$. 
— very  nearly  double  that  amount 
of  quarters  are  necessary  to  pay 
the  taxes  thereof.'  I  wonder, 
when  he  was  making  these  com¬ 
parisons,  that  he  did  not  extend 
them  to  a  few  other  years.  If  he 
had,  he  would  have  found,  in  1812, 
for  instance,  that  the  taxes  being 
70,435,679/'  and  wheat  at  the 
moderate  price  of  125$.  5d.— 
11,224,809  quarters  of  wheat 
were  sufficient  for  the  payment 
thereof.  In  1815,  that  the  taxes 
being  79?948,670/.,  and  the  price 
of  wheat  only  64$.  4 d. — 24,854,508 
quarters  were  requisite  for  the 
payment  thereof.  But,  then, 
18 17  was  again  a  prosperous  year ; 
for  the  taxes  being  reduced  to 
55,836,259/*?  and  wheat  having 
risen  to  94$.  9d--— 11,786,01 7  were 
sufficient  for  the  payment  thereof. 
Now,  according  to  this  statement, 
the  years  1812  and  1817?  must 
have  been  those  of  the  lightest 
pressure,  and  1815  and  1821,  those 
in  which  that  pressure  was  most 
severe.  If  distress  bordering  upon 
famine,  if  misery  bursting  forth  in 
insurrection,  and  all  the  other 
symptoms  of  wretchedness,  dis¬ 
content,  and  difficulty,  are  to  be 
taken  as  symptoms  of  pressure 
upon  the  people,  then  I  should 
say,  that  1812  and  1817?  were 
two  years  of  which  no  good  man 
can  ever  wish  to  witness  the  like 
again ;  but  if  all  the  usual  conse¬ 
quences  of  general  ease  in  the  great 
masses  of  our  condensed  popula¬ 
tion,  and  all  the  habitual  concomi¬ 
tants  of  contented  industry,  are 
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indications  of  a  better  state  of 
things,  then  I  should  say,  that 
1815  and  1821 — periods  of  the 
severest  pressure  of  taxation,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  new  measure  of  its 
pressure — are  among  those  years, 
in  which,  judging  from  their  con¬ 
duct,  the  labouring  parts  of  the 
community  have  had  least  reason 
to  complain  of  their  situation. 

“  The  proposition  now  boldly 
made,  is  for  a  depreciation  of  the 
standard  of  the  currency.  How 
strange  must  be  the  condition  of 
this  country,  if  it  can  only  prosper 
by  a  violation  of  national  faith 
and  a  subversion  of  private  pro¬ 
perty — if  it  can  only  be  saved  by 
a  measure,  reprobated  by  all  states¬ 
men  and  all  historians  - — >  the 
wretched  but  antiquated  resource 
of  barbarous  ignorance  and  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  and  only  known 
among  civilized  communities,  as 
the  last  mark  of  a  nation’s  weak¬ 
ness  and  degradation.  Does  not 
the  hon.  member  see,  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  the  death-blow 
to  all  public  credit,  and  to  all  con¬ 
fidence  in  private  dealings  between 
man  and  man  ?  Does  he  not  see, 
that  if  you  once  lower  your  stand¬ 
ard,  it  will  become  a  precedent 
that  will  be  resorted  to  on  every 
future  emergency  or  temporary 
pressure — resorted  to  the  more 
readily,  as  credit  and  every  other 
more  valuable  resource,  on  which 
this  country  has  hitherto  relied, 
will  be  at  an  end  ?  Does  he  not 
see,  that  the  expectation  of  such  a 
recurrence  will  produce  much  of 
the  mischief  of  its  reality  ? — that 
when  men  find,  that,  in  England, 
there  is  no  security  in  pecuniary 
contracts,  they  will  seek  that  se¬ 
curity  elsewhere  ? — If  we  once 
embark  in  this  career — if  once 
openly  and  deliberately  we  avow 
and  recognise  this  principle,  Eng¬ 
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land,  depend  upon  it,  will  rapidly 
descend,  and  not  more  rapidly  in 
character  than  in  wealth,  to  the 
level  of  those  countries,  in  which, 
from  ignorance  and  barbarism,  such 
expedients  are  not  yet  exploded. 

“  But,  Sir,  whatever  fallacious 
expectations  of  relief  to  the  country 
the  hon.  gentleman  may  have 
conceived  from  a  plan  so  pregnant 
with  mischief  and  disaster,  fortu¬ 
nately  there  is  little  danger  of  its 
being  adopted.  In  the  mysterious 
councils  of  despotism,  such  a  pro¬ 
ject  may  be  so  matured  as  to  burst 
by  surprise  upon  the  country. 
Here  it  must  be  discussed  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  would  be  examined 
and  understood  by  the  public  long 
before  it  could  be  ripe  for  execu¬ 
tion.  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
if  this  House  were  even  to  enter¬ 
tain  such  a  proposition  by  a  vote, 
the  country  would  be  in  alarm  and 
confusion  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other.  All  pecu¬ 
niary  dealings  would  be  at  an  end; 
all  pending  transactions  would  be 
thrown  into  disorder ;  all  debtors 
would  be  called  upon  for  imme¬ 
diate  payment ;  all  holders  of 
paper  circulation  would  insist  upon 
its  being  converted  into  coin  or 
bullion ;  and  all  the  coin  and  bul¬ 
lion  so  withdrawn,  whether  gold 
or  silver,  would  be  hoarded.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  Bank,  nor  the  London 
bankers,  nor  the  country  banks, 
could  survive  the  shock.  Every 
man  would  be  struggling  to  call 
in  credits,  whether  in  public  or 
private  hands,  and  either  by  con¬ 
verting  those  credits  into  goods,  or 
by  sending  them  abroad,  to  place 
them  beyond  the  reach  of  the  hon. 
member’s  bill.  What  a  scene  of 
strife,  insolvency,  stagnation  of 
business,  individual  misery,  and 
general  disorder  would  ensue !— * 
All  this  would  precede  the  passing 
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of  the  hon.  gentleman’s  bill,  whilst 
it  was  proceeding  in  its  several 
stages  in  this,  and  the  other  House 
of  parliament.  It  would  be  a 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  House,  to 
follow  the  measure  in  its  effects, 
when  it  should  have  become  the 
law  of  the  land,  because  such  an 
event  is  happily  impossible.  Let 
the  House  give  the  hon.  member 
his  committee,  after  the  speech  in 
which  he  has  proposed  it  to  night, 
and  I  am  perfectly  sure,  that  this 
first  step,  in  furtherance  of  his  ob¬ 
ject,  would,  even  to-morrow,  create 
such  a  commencement  of  stir  and 
alarm  in  this  metropolis,  and  very 
soon  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
as  would  induce  the  hon.  gentle¬ 
man,  himself,  to  be  among  the 
first  to  proclaim  his  abandonment 
of  all  such  desperate  expedients.” 

Mr.  Huskisson  then  illustrated 
the  subject  by  referring  to  what 
had  taken  place  under  king  Wil¬ 
liam,  in  1696.  The  current  money, 
though  it  passed  at  its  nominal 
value,  having  lost  one  half  of  its 
standard  weight,  was  in  truth  de¬ 
preciated  nearly  50  per  cent.  To 
remedy  this  evil,  the  clipped  coin 
was  called  in ;  a  re-coinage  took 
place ;  and  the  circulation  was 
again  supplied  with  money  of  the 
full  weight  according  to  the  antient 
standard.  The  consequence  of  this 
measure  was  general  distress  and 
embarrassment.  Money  rose  in 
value ;  every  commodity  fell  in 
price ;  all  the  operations  of  trade 
were  cramped,  and  the  collection 
of  the  public  supplies  was  sus¬ 
pended.  .The  distress  was  gene¬ 
ral  ;  and  the  only  remedy  to  which 
the  people  looked  was — that  the 
depreciated  currency  should  be 
restored.  In  the  midst  of  these 
embarrassments,  king  William 
quitting  the  theatre  of  war,  came 
to  England  and  met  his  parliament 


on  the  20th  October,  1 696.  In 
his  speech  from  the  throne  on  that 
day,  he  earnestly  called  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  state  of  the  currency, 
and  the  difficulties  in  which  the 
country  was,  in  consequence,  in¬ 
volved.  At  that  period,  this  sub¬ 
ject  agitated  the  country  from  one 
end  to  the  other.  The  secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
had  recommended  the  lowering 
the  standard  from  5s.  2 d.  to  6V.  3d. 
the  ounce  of  silver — an  operation 
equivalent  to  the  lowering  of 
the  gold  standard,  in  1822,  from 
Si.  17s.  10 \d.  to  4 1.  146“.  6d.  The 
popular  feeling  was  all  on  the  side 
of  this  advice ;  and  that  feeling 
had  been  manifested  in  petitions 
from  several  counties,  and  most  of 
the  great  towns.  But  did  parlia¬ 
ment  adopt  this  advice?  Far 
from  it.  With  true  wisdom,  on 
the  very  first  day  of  the  meeting, 
immediately  after  voting  an  address 
in  answer  to  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  on  that  same  20th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  I69&,  Mr.  Montague,  the 
then  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
proposed,  and  parliament  adopted, 
the  following  resolution That 
this  House  will  not  alter  the 
standard  of  the  gold  and  silver  coins 
of  this  kingdom  in  fineness,  weight, 
or  denomination.”  The  circum¬ 
stance  of  coming  to  a  resolution  of 
this  importance,  on  the  very  first 
day  of  the  meeting,  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  in  those  times,  the 
address,  in  answer  to  the  speech, 
was  sometimes  not  voted  till  some 
days  after  the  opening ;  but  the 
ministers  of  king  William  felt  the 
great  importance  of  removing  all 
doubts,  and  of  pt  once  settling  the 
public  mind  on  this  point.  We 
know  what  followed.  The  ancient 
standard  was  maintained ;  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  gradually  subsided,  and 
every  thing  finding  its  proper 
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level,  all  the  transactions  of  the 
country  were  restored  to  then- 
former  facility.  “  The  receiving 
(i.  e.  the  calling  in)  the  silver 
money,”  says  a  writer  of  that 
period,  “  could  not  but  occasion 
much  hardship  and  many  com¬ 
plaints  among  the  people  ;  yet  the 
greatest  part  attributed  this  to  the 
necessity  of  affairs,  and  began  to 
hope,  both  from  the  prospect  of  a 
peace,  and  wisdom  of  those  at  the 
helm,  that  they  should  enjoy  more 
favourable  times.”  Now,  if,  in 
1 696,  this  House,  having  then  so 
recently  restored  the  ancient  land¬ 
marks  of  property,  refused,  under 
the  strangest  inducements,  both 
from  the  state  of  war  and  from 
popular  feeling  at  home,  again  to 
alter  them,  should  we,  after  those 
same  land-marks  had  now  been 
replaced  for  three  years,  adopt  a 
measure,  which  would  be  as  fatal 
to  our  national  character,  as  it 
would  to  the  security  of  individual 
possession,  to  the  maintenance  of 
credit  in  private  dealings,  and  to 
the  very  existence  of  the  public 
credit  of  the  state?  Parliament, 
he  thought,  would  not  do  its  duty, 
if  it  contented  itself  with  giving 
merely  a  negative  to  the  motion  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  Since 
they  had  replaced  the  coinage  upon 
a  true  basis,  they  ought  to  act  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
concerning  the  course  which  would 
be  hereafter  pursued  upon  this 
subject.  Feeling  strongly  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  quieting  the  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  the  people,  and  being 
desirous  to  prevent  the  mischiefs 
that  must  result  from  the  adoption 
of  the  propositions  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman,  Mr.  H.,  conceiv¬ 
ed  he  could  not  do  better  than  call 
upon  the  House  to  re-affirm 
the  resolution  of  1696;  and 
You.  LXIV. 


he,  therefore,  in  the  very 
words  formerly  used  by  Mr.  Mon¬ 
tague,  moved,  as  an  amendment, 
“  That  this  House  will  not  alter 
the  standard  of  gold  or  silver  in 
fineness,  weight,  or  denomina¬ 
tion.” 

On  the  second  night  of  the  de¬ 
bate,  Mr.  Ricardo  maintained,  that 
the  inconveniencies  naturally  at¬ 
tending  our  return  to  a  metallic 
standard,  had  been  infinitely  in¬ 
creased  by  the  folly  of  the  Bank 
directors  in  making  premature 
purchases  of  gold  to  a  large  extent. 
They  ought,  said  he,  to  have  borne 
in  mind,  that  the  bill  of  Mr.  Peel, 
did  not  make  it  imperative  upon 
them  until  the  year  1823  to  pay 
in  specie.  Until  the  arrival  of 
that  period  the  Bank  was  called 
upon  to  pay  in  bullion  only,  and 
it  was  quite  impossible  that  their 
coffers  should  not,  in  18  Iff  have 
contained  a  supply  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  all  demands,  preparatory 
to  the  final  operation  of  the  mea¬ 
sure.  Mr.  Peel’s  bill  was,  in  truth, 
an  experiment  to  try,  whether  a 
bank  could  not  be  carried  on  with 
advantage  to  the  general  interests 
of  the  country,  upon  the  principle 
of  not  being  called  on  to  pay  their 
notes  in  coin,  but  in  bullion  :  and 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt,  that,  if 
the  Bank  had  gone  on  wisely  in 
their  preliminary  arrangements, 
the  years  1821  and  1822  would 
have  passed  off  with  the  working 
of  the  bullion  part  of  the  plan,  so 
well  that  it  would  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  number  of  years  be¬ 
yond  the  time  originally  stipulated 
for  its  operation.  Such,  he  was 
convinced,  would  have  been  the 
course,  had  the  Bank  refrained 
from  making  those  unnecessary 
purchases  of  gold  which  had  led  to 
many  unpleasant  consequences. 
But  it  was  said,  that  the  Bank  had 
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kept  up  their  circulation  on  the 
same  level  as  before,  and  that 
therefore  their  purchases  could 
make  no  difference  to  the  country. 
He  denied  the  fact  to  be  so ;  but 
allowing,  for  the  sake  of  argu¬ 
ment,  that  their  issues  were  now 
as  large  as  in  1819;  l16  should  still 
make  it  matter  of  charge  against 
the  Bank,  that  they  had  not  in¬ 
creased  their  issues  so  as  to  cover 
the  operation  of  the  foreign  ex¬ 
changes,  and  prevent  any  injurious 
effect  from  the  purchases  of  gold. 
With  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Bank  on  that  occasion,  it  had 
been  said  in  the  way  of  justifica¬ 
tion,  that  they  were  not  left 
masters  of  their  own  proceeding — 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  executions  for  forgery 
throughout  the  country  had  made 
the  public  clamorous  for  a  metallic 
circulation,  so  as  in  a  measure  to 
compel  the  Bank  to  precipitate  the 
substitution  of  coin  for  their  one 
and  two  pound  notes ;  but  the 
Bank  lost  the  benefit  of  this  argu¬ 
ment  by  the  manner  in  which, 
throughout  all  the  debates  of  1819; 
they  had  resisted  any  measure 
which  had  a  tendency  to  compel 
them  to  reduce  their  issues. 

Mr.  Attwood’s  speech,  was  by 
much  the  ablest  that  was  delivered 
in  support  of  Mr.  Western’s  mo¬ 
tion  ;  and  exhibited,  indeed,  a 
reach  of  thought  and  power  of 
eloquent  argumentative  expression 
not  often  equalled.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  fall  of  prices  was 
not  confined  to  agricultural  pro¬ 
duce,  and  could  not  be  ascribed  to 
over  production.  In  the  year 
1818,  said  he,  the  average  price  of 
wheat  appears  to  have  been  84s.  a 
quarter ;  and  if  the  present  price 
be  taken  at  ¥Js.,  that  gives  a  reduc¬ 
tion  on  wheat  of  37s.,  which  is 
equal  to  a  fall  of  45/.  in  every 


100/.,  or  45  per  cent.  The  price 
of  iron,  in  the  year  1818,  appears 
to  have  been  13/.;  that  price  has 
now  fallen  to  8/.,  which  is  equal 
to  a  reduction  of  about  40  per 
cent  upon  iron.  The  price  of 
cotton,  in  1818,  was  Is.,  and  it  has 
now  sunk  to  6d.,  and  that  is  a  fall 
of  50  per  cent  in  cotton.  Wool, 
in  the  year  1818,  sold  for  2s.  Id., 
which  now  sells  for  Is.  Id.,  and 
there  is,  therefore,  in  wool  a  fall 
of  nearly  50  per  cent.  The  fall, 
therefore,  that  has  taken  place 
since  1818,  in  iron,  in  cotton,  and 
in  wool,  is  as  great  as  the  fall  in 
wheat.  It  is  45  per  cent  on  an 
average  of  the  three ;  and  that  is 
precisely  the  fall  in  grain.  These 
are  our  three  great  staple  articles ; 
and  this  fact  of  the  fall  in  price 
they  have  sustained,  I  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  tell  us  of  an  excessive 
production  of  corn — of  an  excessive 
cultivation  of  land.  If  corn  has 
been  produced  in  excess — if  the 
proof  of  that  is  to  be  found  in  its 
fall  of  price — doubtless  there  has 
been  an  equal  excess  likewise  in 
the  production  of  these  three  great 
staple  articles.  But  I  will  refer 
to  a  paper  containing  further  in¬ 
formation  upon  this  subject ;  and 
which,  I  am  satisfied,  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  as  exhibiting  a  correct  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  general  fall  in  prices 
which  has  taken  place  on  the 
whole  of  our  productions  and  com¬ 
modities.  The  paper,  to  which  I 
refer  for  this  purpose,  will  be  found 
in  the  agricultural  report  of  the 
last  session.  It  was  delivered  to 
the  committee  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and 
contains  a  list  of  the  principal  ar¬ 
ticles  of  commerce  and  manufac¬ 
ture,  30  in  number,  selected  by 
that  gentleman  for  the  purpose  of 
information  respecting  prices  ;  and 
the  prices  of  each  commodity  are 
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given  for  several  successive  years, 
in  the  month  of  May  in  each  year. 
I  have  caused  the  prices  of  these 
articles  to  be  added  to  this  table, 
for  the  month  of  May  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year  also.  The  result  which 
this  table  exhibits  is,  that  since 
May,  1818,  a  great  and  general 
fall  in  these  articles  has  taken 
place ;  which  fall  cannot,  on  the 
whole,  be  taken  to  be  less  than  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  agricultural 
produce  which  has  accompanied  it. 
Of  these  80  articles,  there  are  two 
only  that  have  experienced  no  fall. 
These  are  indigo,  of  two  kinds; 
and  their  price  has  been  supported, 
as  I  understand,  by  circumstances 
of  an  extremely  peculiar  nature. 
The  fall  which  has  taken  place 
between  May,  1818,  and  May, 
1822,  in  the  prices  of  the  articles 
contained  in  this  table,  indigo  ex¬ 
cepted,  is,  if  we  take  the  lowest 
price  marked  in  the  table  in  each 
period,  and  take  away  the  direct 
tax,  which  exists  on  some  of  these 
articles,  exactly  40  per  cent.  And 
if  we  add  to  this  40  per  cent,  5 
per  cent  more,  for  the  difference 
between  prices,  as  marked  in  tables, 
and  those  for  which  commodities 
can  really  be  sold  in  the  market, 
when  the  market  is  depressed  and 
falling,  that  will  give  us  an  ave¬ 
rage  fall  of  45  per  cent,  which  is 
precisely  similar  to  the  fall  in 
grain. 

There  is  no  truth,  therefore,  in 
the  opinion,  that  any  fall  in  prices 
peculiar  to  agricultural  produce 
has  taken  place.  The  fall  in 
prices  has  been  universal  and  not 
particular.  The  leases  of  the 
tenants,  the  mortgages  of  the 
landowner,  taxation  pressing  hea¬ 
vily  on  agricultural  labour,  but 
which  the  machinery  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturer  lightens ;  all  these  will 
render  the  difficulties  of  the  agri¬ 
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cultural  community  more  perma¬ 
nent,  perhaps,  than  those  of  the 
mercantile  and  manufacturing 
community;  but  they  have  not 
been  more  severe.  Let  the  House 
consider  what  difficulties,  as  this 
table  shows,  our  mercantile  and 
manufacturing  industry  has  been 
exposed  to  ?  In  the  midst  of  this 
fab  in  prices,  what  operation  of 
business  could  proceed  without 
loss  or  ruin  ?  There  has  been  no 
form  in  which  the  capital  of  the 
merchant ;  none  in  which  the 
capital  of  the  manufacturer  could 
be  invested  without  the  half  of  it 
being  sacrificed  during  this  cala¬ 
mitous  period.  We  have  been 
thrown  back  upon  a  condition  of 
society,  in  which  all  industry  and 
enterprise  have  been  rendered  per¬ 
nicious  or  ruinous ;  and  where  no 
property  has  been  safe,  unless 
hoarded  in  the  shape  of  money,  or 
lent  to  others  on  a  double  security. 

This  fall  of  prices,  Mr.  Attwood 
argued,  must  have  been  produced 
by  one  of  two  causes.  Either  the 
quantity  of  all  commodities  has 
been  increased,  or  the  quantity  of 
money  has  been  diminished.  One 
of  these  we  must  of  necessity  ad¬ 
mit  ;  for  the  proportion  is  altered. 
There  is  either  an  increase  in  the 
general  quantity  of  commodities, 
or  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  of 
money.  And,  are  we  to  believe 
that  the  quantity  of  commodities 
has  increased :  that  a  great  aug¬ 
mentation  has  suddenly  taken  place 
in  all  the  produce  of  all  labour : 
that  all  industry  has  become  sud¬ 
denly  more  skilful  and  efficient ; 
and  the  produce  of  all  soil  more 
abundant  ?  If  we  could  believe 
that,  indeed,  then  we  might  look 
on  our  present  difficulties,  as  ne¬ 
cessarily  attending  the  introduction 
of  a  better  order  of  things  ;  as  the 
sure  precursors  of  an  age  more 
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prosperous  than  this  country  has 
yet  experienced.  But  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  entertain  such  a  belief.  It 
is  impossible  to  believe,  that  any 
great  and  sudden  augmentation  of 
commodities  has  taken  place.  It 
is  the  quantit)r  of  money  that  must 
of  necessity  have  been  reduced. 

Mr.  Attwood  next  proceeded  to 
show,  to  what  extent  our  circulat¬ 
ing  medium  had  been  reduced,  and 
in  what  manner  that  reduction 
had  operated.  “  The  monied  circu¬ 
lation  of  this  country,”  said  he, 
f<r  has  rested  on  that  of  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  amount  of  the 


notes  of  the  Bank  in  circulation, 
at  the  period  immediately  preceding 
this  fall  of  prices,  appears  to  have 
been  from  about  29  to  30  millions. 
That  was  the  average  amount  in 
circulation,  for  the  last  half  year 
of  1817*  If  we  take  a  view  of 
the  amount  of  Bank  notes  in  cir- 
culation  from  this  time  downwards; 
and  observe  the  amount  in  the 
middle  of  each  quarter ;  which 
affords,  as  appears  by  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Harman,  the  best  compara¬ 
tive  view — -a  gradual  and  systematic 
reduction  will  appear  at  this  period 
to  have  commenced. 


The  amount  in  circulation,  Aug.  16,  1817,  was  30,100,000. 

It  was  reduced  by  .  Nov.  15,  1817,  to  29,400,000. 

And  continued  as  follows :  Feb.  1818,  28,700,000. 


May, 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Feb. 


May, 

Aug. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

May, 


• - -  28,000,000. 

■ -  26,600,000. 

-  26,000,000. 

1819-  25,600,000. 

- -  23,900,000. 

- -  26,000,000. 

-  24,000,000. 

1820.  24,000,000. 

- -  23,900,000. 


Aug. 

Nov. 


24,400,000. 

23,400,000. 


And  at  this  period  the  joint  circu¬ 
lation  of  1/.  notes  and  sovereigns, 
has  rendered  a  further  comparative 
estimate,  in  this  way  taken,  uncer¬ 
tain  and  obscure;  I  would  refer, 
therefore,  to  the  mode  of  estima¬ 
tion  adopted  by  the  hon.  member 
for  Fortarlington,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  a  comparative  view  of 
the  circulation  of  Bank  notes  down 
to  the  present  time ;  which  method 
is,  to  exclude  from  the  account  all 
ll.  notes,  and  all  notes  but  those 
of  5l.  and  upwards,  and  payable  on 
demand :  and  this  method  of  com¬ 
putation  does,  as  I  perfectly  agree 
with  him  in  thinking,  give  a  fair 
comparative  view  of  the  circulation 
down  to  the  present  period. 


The  amount  of  Bank  notes  in 
circulation  in  this  way  taken,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  as  follows : 

Notes  of  £.5  and  upwards, 

Nov.  1817 . £.19,600,000. 

Nov.  1818 .  16,900,000. 

Nov.  1819 .  * 

Nov.  1820 _  15,300,000. 

Nov.  1 82 1 ..... .  1 4,800,000. 

May  1822 .  14,600,000. 

and  the  amount  appears  to 
be  now  reduced  to  somewhat 
below  this  last  sum.  Nothing  can 
be  more  regular,  gradual,  and 
uniform  than  this  reduction  in  the 
quantity  of  money,  thus  exhibited 


*  This  account  is  not  before  the 

House. 
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and  commencing  at  a  period  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  fall  in  monied  prices. 
It  was  altogether  a  forced  and  a 
systematic  contraction.  It  did  not 
take  place  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  of  prices.  It  preceded  it.  It 
was  not  effected  by  means  of  a 
lessened  demand  for  Bank  notes. 
It  took  place  in  the  midst  of  a 
constantly  increasing  demand.  The 
requisitions  made  to  the  Bank  by 
the  mercantile  community,  were 
less,  at  the  time  of  the  greatest 
circulation;  were  less  during  the 
last  half  year  of  1817,  than  they 
have  been  at  any  subsequent  time, 
and  the  Bank  is  now  under  greater 
advances  to  the  merchants,  with 
this  reduced  circulation,  than  those 
advances  amounted  to,  when  their 
circulation  of  notes  was  SO  mil¬ 
lions.  This  reduction,  forced,  re¬ 
gular,  and  systematic,  was  dictated 
to  the  Bank  by  parliament,  which 
at  one  period  appeared  to  believe, 
that  this  country  had  no  other  evil 
to  contend  with,  but  too  many 
Bank  notes  in  circulation ;  or  diffi¬ 
culty  to  overcome,  but  the  ima¬ 
ginary  reluctance  of  the  directors 
to  reduce  their  amount.  It  was 
effected,  not  in  consequence  of 
lessened  demands  for  discounts 
from  the  merchants  ;  but  first  and 
in  part  by  the  Bank,  in  preparation 
for  the  expiration  of  the  Restric¬ 
tion  bill,  taking  in,  in  the  latter 
part  of  1817,  some  part  of  its 
notes,  and  discharging  them  in 
gold,  without  returning  those 
notes  to  the  circulation ;  but 
mainly,  and  principally  by  the 
Bank  calling  in  the  advances  it 
had  made  to  government ;  and  by 
the  repayment  of  those  advances, 
for  the  particular  and  express  ob¬ 
ject  of  reducing  the  amount  of 
notes  in  circulation :  that  object 
which  we  see  thus  accomplished. 


We  see  then  a  regular,  gradual, 
systematic  reduction  of  the  notes 
of  the  Bank,  our  legal  money,  on 
which  the  whole  of  our  circulation 
depends;  and  that  reduction  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  equally  regular  fall 
of  prices.  But  the  one  is  in 
greater  proportion  than  the  other. 
Prices  have  fallen  more  than  notes 
have  been  reduced.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Bank  notes  is  one-fourtli, 
or  one-fifth ;  and  the  fall  in  prices 
has  approached  nearly  to  one-half : 
and  the  lion,  member  for  Portarl- 
ington  denies  that  prices  will  fall 
except  in  proportion  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  money.  But  I  beg  him  to 
consider,  that,  first  we  have  the 
fact  plainly  before  us ;  and  that 
to  facts  we  must  reconcile  our 
theories  as  well  as  we  are  able. 
Twenty- three  millions  of  Bank¬ 
notes  in  circulation,  do  in  reality 
no  more  than  sustain  prices  some¬ 
what  more  than  one-half  of  those 
prices  which  were  sustained  by  30 
millions.  But  let  us  consider, 
what  the  office  of  these  notes,  the 
amount  of  which  we  have  now 
thus  reduced,  is.  These  notes  of 
51.  and  upwards  discharge  ulti¬ 
mately  all  our  larger  pecuniary 
transactions.  They  perform  the 
operations,  exchange  the  produc¬ 
tions,  and  support  the  prices,  of 
agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
commerce ;  and  they  perform  still 
a  further  duty ;  they  support  the 
operations  of  our  system  of  taxa¬ 
tion.  Fifty-five  millions  of  taxes, 
transmitted  annually  to  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  all  of  them  transmit¬ 
ted  in  these  notes  of  51.  and  up¬ 
wards,  of  which  the  whole  amount, 
is  no  more  than  19  millions  at  the 
highest,  and  14  millions  at  the 
lowest ;  necessarily  absorb,  occupy, 
appropriate,  a  considerable  amount 
of  these  notes;  and  they  occupy 
the  same  amount,  now  the  circu- 
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lation  is  14  millions,  as  they  occu¬ 
pied  when  the  circulation  was  19 
millions ;  for  the  taxes  have  not 
been  reduced.  But  this  amount, 
so  occupied,  forms  a  larger  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  14  millions,  than  it 
formed  of  the  19  millions.  The 
reduction  effected,  therefore,  is 
more  than  a  fourth  or  a  fifth  part 
of  that  portion  of  the  circulation 
occupied  in  supporting  commercial 
and  agricultural  prices:  and  con¬ 
sequently  a  reduction  of  one- 
fourth,  or  one  fifth  of  the  whole 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation ; 
necessarily  occasions  a  fall  in  these 
prices,  in  a  much  greater  propor¬ 
tion.  But  there  is  still  another 
and  more  important  operation  on 
prices,  arising  out  of  our  system  of 
taxes.  I  have  shown  that  the 
monied  prices  of  all  productions 
and  commodities  have  fallen  nearly 
one-half;  but  when  it  is  said  that 
all  prices  have  fallen  one-half,  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  there  is 
one  great  class  of  commodities,  the 
prices  of  which  have  not  fallen  at 
all ;  and  which  cannot  fall,  for 
their  price  is  composed  of  taxation. 
These  commodities  indeed  may 
cease  to  be  produced,  they  may 
cease  to  be  consumed,  but  fall  in 
price  they  cannot.  This  class  of 
commodities  is  very  numerous  and 
important ;  it  includes  many  of 
the  most  extensive  articles  of  con¬ 
sumption;  it  includes  tea,  malt, 
sugar,  and  other  articles  of  equal 
importance.  This  extensive  class 
of  commodities,  requires  as  large  an 
amount  of  money,  to  be  occupied 
in  its  distribution  and  circulation 
at  this  time,  when  the  quantity  of 
money  is  reduced,  as  it  occupied 
before  that  reduction  took  place. 
The  reduction  falls  exclusively  on 
that  part  of  the  circulation,  which 
was  employed  in  circulating  and 
distributing  and  supporting  the 


prices,  of  untaxed  commodities. 
These  two  operations  therefore,  at 
once  explain  to  us,  why  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  money  occasions  a  more 
than  proportionate  reduction  in 
monied  prices;  that  reduction  in 
prices  is  partial — it  falls  unequally : 
on  many  commodities  there  is  no 
fall,  and  thus  it  has  been,  that 
when  we  withdrew  a  fourth  or  a 
fifth  part  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England  from  circulation,  we 
occasioned  a  fall  in  prices  of  near 
one-half  on  all  untaxed  produc¬ 
tions  and  commodities.  The  com¬ 
mittee  of  1819  entirely  overlooked 
this  obvious  operation.  Twenty 
millions  of  Bank-notes,  said  they 
— that  was  the  method  of  their 
computation — if  we  take  one  mil¬ 
lion  away,  that  is  one  twentieth 
part,  this  will  occasion  therefore  a 
fall  in  the  prices  of  commodities 
of  5  per  cent ;  but  they  forgot 
that  the  prices  of  a  great  portion 
of  these  commodities  could  undergo 
no  fall  at  all,  that  this  money  must 
be  taken  away  from  that  part  of 
the  circulation  which  supported 
the  prices  of  other  commodities, 
and  that  those  other  commodities 
would  not  fall  5  per  cent  but  10 
per  cent.  This  is  the  kind  of  in¬ 
formation,  with  which  this  great 
question  was  disposed  of.  But  a 
further  consideration  of  the  im¬ 
portant  functions  which  these 
notes  discharge;  the  amount  of 
which  we  have  thus  diminished 
from  30  to  23  or  24  millions — and 
diminished  in  the  face  of  an  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  notes  on  the 
part  of  the  merchant ;  for  that  is 
always  to  be  observed,  a  further 
consideration  will  show  us,  how 
important  an  operation  that  re¬ 
duction,  so  effected,  must  of  neces¬ 
sity  have  been.  These  notes  form 
the  basis,  and  limit  the  amount,  of 
all  that  vast  mass  of  circulation  of 
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paper  money  and  paper  credit  of 
whatever  kind ;  by  which  all  the 
pecuniary  transactions  of  the 
country  are  carried  on ;  and  all 
prices  supported  and  fixed.  The 
amount  of  this  mass  of  paper  and 
of  credit ;  the  prices  it  supports ; 
all  these  advance  or  sink,  as  these 
notes  are  in  this  way  increased  or 
reduced.  We  have  accounts  before 
us  which  show,  that  a  proportion¬ 
ate  reduction  in  the  notes  of  the 
country  bankers,  has  followed  this 
diminution  of  Bank  of  England 
notes.  All  country  bankers  notes, 
wherever  issued,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  kingdom,  receive  their  final 
discharge  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  All  bills  of  exchange, 
all  commercial  credits,  or  transac¬ 
tions  on  credit  of  whatever  kind, 
and  wherever  they  take  place  ;  all 
these  are  discharged  finally  in 
these  same  notes.  These  functions 
are  discharged  by  the  notes  of  51. 
and  upwards,  of  which  the  amount 
was  at  one  time  19  and  which  we 
have  now  reduced  to  14  millions ; 
and  these  notes  transmit  in  addi¬ 
tion  55  millions  of  taxes,  annually 
to  the  Exchequer.  There  exists 
on  the  part  of  that  body,  which 
issues  country  bank  notes,  which 
circulates  bills  of  exchange,  and 
creates  commercial  and  other  cre¬ 
dits,  on  the  part  of  this  body  there 
exists  a  perpetual  effort  to  increase 
the  amount  and  extent  of  all  such 
issues  and  operations.  But  there 
is  also  a  perpetual  limit,  beyond 
which  they  cannot  go;  and  that 
limit  is  fixed  by  the  amount  and 
value  of  these  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England ;  in  which  they  are 
discharged,  and  with  which  they 
must  circulate  at  par.  We  re¬ 
quired  the  Bank  of  England,  to 
maintain  its  paper  in  circulation 
on  a  par  with  gold,  at  3l.  17^- 


10 \d.  By  that  step  we  forced 
upon  the  Bank  the  necessity  of 
lessening,  by  whatever  means,  the 
quantity  of  its  notes ;  this  amount 
lessened,  their  value  increased ; 
our  country  bankers  notes  would 
no  longer  circulate  at  par  with 
Bank  of  England  notes,  unless 
their  amount  were  lessened  equally  ; 
commercial  credits  could  no  longer 
be  regularly  discharged,  unless 
their  amount  were  reduced  also. 
Let  it  be  imagined,  that,  from 
whatever  cause,  a  sudden  aug¬ 
mentation  were  effected  in  country 
bankers  paper,  in  bills  cf  exchange, 
and  in  circulating  credits  of  every 
description  ;  but  that  the  Bank  of 
England  were  to  refuse  to  increase 
the  amount  of  that  1 4  millions  of 
notes  they  now  circulate ;  and  that 
the  House  still  were  to  require  all 
paper  money  to  exchange  against 
gold,  as  now,  at  the  price  of  3 1 
17<y*  10  ^d.  What  consequence 

would  ensue  ? — The  paper  of  the 
country  bankers  would  be  cheap  ; 
that  of  the  Bank  of  England  com¬ 
paratively  scarce  and  dear;  they 
would  no  longer  circulate  at  par— 
the  country  paper  would  conse¬ 
quently  be  taken  in  and  exchanged ; 
the  bills  of  exchange,  and  circu¬ 
lating  credits  of  every  kind,  could 
not  meet  that  regular  discharge, 
necessary  to  their  renewed  circu¬ 
lation.  The  14  millions  are  not 
adequate  in  amount  to  the  regular 
discharge  of  that  extent  of  country 
bankers  paper,  bills  of  exchange, 
and  credits,  which  was  discharged 
by  19  millions.  These  would  be 
dishonoured;  the  issuers  ruined, 
and  the  quantity  reduced  again  to 
the  level,  which  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England  could  readily 
support ;  and  thus  it  is,  that 
a  reduction  in  these  notes  also 
reduces,  and  brings  necessarily 
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down  to  its  own  level,  all  circula¬ 
tion  of  paper  credit,  all  paper 
money  of  whatever  description, 
and  with  that  all  monied  prices. 

“  Such  is  the  evil  under  which 
we  are  labouring.  We  have  been 
occupied  in  effecting  alterations 
in  our  pecuniary  system ;  and  it  is 
precisely  since  the  time  in  which 
we  have  been  so  occupied,  that 
these  pecuniary  difficulties  have 
been  felt.  The  alteration  we  have 
effected  has  been  this — that  for  a 
particular  purpose — for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  reducing  the  price  of  gold, 
we  have  diminished  the  quantity 
of  money  which  we  found  existing 
in  circulation.  That  is  the  nature 
of  the  alteration  we  have  effected ; 
and  the  nature  of  the  difficulty  ex¬ 
perienced  is,  that  it  is  only  a  re¬ 
duced  amount  of  money,  that  can 
now  be  obtained  in  exchange  for 
property  and  commodities.  And 
it  would  be  strange,  if  it  were 
otherwise.  Most  strange,  indeed, 
and  extraordinary  would  it  be,  if 
that  money,  which  we  have  our¬ 
selves  caused  to  be  withdrawn  from 
circulation,  and  returned  upon  the 
issuers,  should  still  be  found  exist¬ 
ing  in  circulation  as  before,  and 
be  given  as  before,  in  exchange  for 
property  and  commodities.  The 
extent  of  reduction  in  money,  which 
has  been  effected,  is  towards  one 
half;  it  is  near  one  half  of  that 
part  of  the  circulation,  occupied  in 
supporting  agricultural  and  com¬ 
mercial  prices.  The  agricultural 
and  commercial  community  find, 
that  they  are  able  to  obtain  for 
their  productions  but  little  more 
than  one  half  of  the  amount  of 
money  which  they  obtained  before 
this  alteration  took  place.  Money 
being  reduced  in  quantity,  the 
quantity  of  property  and  commo¬ 
dities  remaining  the  same,  monied 


prices  fall.  These  prices  falling, 
but  pecuniary  engagements  re¬ 
maining,  then  commences  that 
state  of  difficulty  and  embarrass¬ 
ment  which  we  witness— the 
difficulty  of  supporting  burthens 
and  discharging  engagements,  when 
the  money  is  withdrawn,  by  the 
agency  of  which  they  were  con¬ 
tracted  and  imposed.  This  is  the 
origin  of  that  state  of  things, 
which,  in  its  result,  leaves  the 
land-owner  without  rent,  the  mer¬ 
chant  without  profit,  the  labourer 
without  employment  or  wages, 
which  revolutionizes  property,  and 
deranges  and  disorganizes  all  the 
different  relations  and  interests  of 
society.” 

An  objection  to  Mr.  Att wood's 
views  presented  itself  in  the  well- 
established  fact,  that,  before  the 
enactment  of  Mr.  Peel’s  bill,  the 
issues  of  the  Bank  had  been  greatly 
diminished,  and  the  currency  had 
risen  considerably  in  value;  whence 
it  might  be  inferred,  that  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  cash  payments  could 
not  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
alteration,  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  value  of  money.  To  meet 
this  difficulty,  Mr.  Attwood  stated, 
that,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  cash  payments,  it  had 
been  necessary  to  repay  to  the 
Bank  a  great  part  of  the  advances 
which  had  been  made  to  govern¬ 
ment,  and  that  this  repayment 
would  necessarily  produce  a  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  Bank  issues.  We 
must  remark,  however,  that  the 
honourable  member  did  not,  by 
any  clear  analysis  establish  the 
latter  proposition.  Loans  from  the 
Bank  to  government  increase  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation; 
therefore,  the  repayment  of  these 
loans  must  cause  a  diminution  of 
that  quantity :  such  was  Mr.  Att- 
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wood's  argument ;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  conclusive. 

Mr.  Attwood  summed  up  his 
views  of  the  subject  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner : 

“  I  maintain,  first;  that  that  old 
standard;  which  we  have  re-esta¬ 
blished;  is  incapable  of  sustaining 
any  higher  scale  of  prices;  than 
that  which  now  exists;  and  which 
has  accompanied  its  re-establish¬ 
ment  ;  that  the  law  which  re¬ 
established  that  old  description  of 
money  of  the  value  of  Si.  17  s.  10 ^d. 
re-established  also  the  old  scale  of 
prices  generally;  and  that  with 
respect  to  agricultural  produce  in 
particular;  the  evidence  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  before  us,  that  no  higher 
average  rate  of  agricultural  pro¬ 
duce  than  the  present  ever  has 
existed;  or  can  be  with  reason  ex¬ 
pected  to  exist;  in  conjunction 
with  our  present  monied  stand¬ 
ard. 

“  I  state  next;  that  the  amount  of 
money;  which  we  have  withdrawn 
from  circulation  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  for  the  introduction  of 
the  old  standard;  such  as  has  been 
must  necessarily  have  occasioned  a 
fall  of  prices  as  great  as  that  which 
has  been  experienced;  that  the 
fall  of  prices  is  general;  that  it 
is  simply  an  increase  in  the  value 
of  money  occasioned  by  its  lessened 
quantity  : 

“  And  lastly,  that  the  repayment 
of  the  Bank  advances  by  govern¬ 
ment  has  been  the  measure  on 
which  this  reduction  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  money,  and  the  consequent 
increase  in  its  value,  has  been 
founded.  We  found  existing  high 
prices — money  in  great  quantity, 
of  low  value,  of  a  depreciated,  a 
debased  value,  as  compared  with  a 
description  of  money  which  had 
formerly  existed.  Our  public 
money  had  been  thrown  into  cir¬ 
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culation,  and  retained  there  by 
means  of  advances  made  by  those 
who  issued  it  to  the  government. 
We  caused  those  advances  to  be 
repaid  and  reduced.  We  lessened, 
by  that  means,  the  quantity  of 
circulating  money;  we  raised  its 
value  to  a  level  with  that  of  the 
old  standard,  and  caused  a  propor¬ 
tionate  fall  in  prices,  and,  finally, 
by  the  act  of  1839  we  established 
permanently  by  law  that  standard 
and  those  prices  which  we  had 
thus  introduced.  These  are  the 
proceedings,  by  which  we  have  re¬ 
duced  prices,  regular,  systematic, 
effectual.  Their  existence,  their 
operation,  cannot  be  disputed  or 
denied.  I  am  perfectly  persuaded 
that  no  honourable  gentleman  will 
venture  to  deny,  with  respect  even 
to  this  last  operation,  that  if  the 
Bank  were  to  advance  again  the 
15  millions  repaid  it  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  since  1817*  and  were 
enabled  to  do  so  by  the  necessary 
alteration  in  the  act  of  1819 ;  it 
will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  de¬ 
nied,  that  that  advance  would  be 
at  once  followed  (in  spite  of  all 
the  influence  of  excessive  produc¬ 
tion,  to  whatever  extent  it  exists), 
by  a  scale  of  prices  as  high  as  that 
which  existed  in  1818,  and  which 
existed  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Peel  supported  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson’s  amendment.  He  did  not 
enter,  like  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
Attwood,  into  the  merits  of  the 
question,  but  contented  himself 
with  making  some  sound,  though 
desultory  remarks,  on  the  still 
more  desultory  observations  with 
which  Mr.  Western  had  introduced 
the  subject. 

After  Mr.  Brougham  had  spoken 
in  support  of  the  motion,  and  lord 
Londonderry  against  it,  the  blouse 
divided  :  30  voted  with  Mr.  Wes¬ 
tern,  and  194  against  him.  Mr. 
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Huskisson’s  amendment  was  then 
put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Western,  not  discouraged 
"by  this  signal  failure,  brought  the 
subject  again  forward  on  the  10th 
of  July,  in  eighteen  resolutions, 
which  he  submitted  for  approval 
to  the  House.  Mr.  Attwood  and 
sir  Francis  Burdett  supported  him. 
Mr.  Ricardo  and  lord  Milton  ar¬ 
gued  against  any  new  tampering 
with  the  currency.  Mr.  Peel 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  argument :  it  was  enough 
to  appeal  to  the  decision,  which 
the  House  had  come  to  on  the 
subject  only  four  weeks  before. 
The  resolutions  were  negatived 
without  a  division. 

Though  the  rate  of  profit  on 
manufacturing  capital  had  fallen 
considerably,  yet  the  general  state 
of  our  manufactures  was  tolerably 
prosperous,  and  did  not  furnish 
matter  ffor  parliamentary  discus¬ 
sion.  The  secretary  for  the  home 
department  obtained,  Howards  the 
beginning  of  June,  returns  of  the 
condition  of  the  manufacturing 
classes  in  Bolton,  Rochdale,  Man¬ 
chester,  Leeds,  Glasgow,  Hudders¬ 
field,  and  Nottingham ;  and  the 
general  result  of  these  accounts 
was  to  the  following  effect.  At 
Bolton,  an  immense  quantity  of 
goods  had  lately  been  manufac¬ 
tured  ;  the  working  population  was 
well  provided  for  ;  but  the  profits 
of  master  manufacturers  were  low. 
At  Rochdale,  the  spinners  were 
said  to  have  plenty  of  employ¬ 
ment;  the  working  weavers  had 
never  been  in  better  circumstances. 
At  Manchester,  the  profits  of  mas¬ 
ter  manufacturers  were  said  to  be 
smaller  upon  the  average  than  they 
had  been  in  former  years;  but 
from  the  contraction  of  credit,  and 
the  improved  quality  of  paper  cir¬ 
culation,  the  risk  of  loss  was  also 


less :  speculation  and  adventure 
were  less  common;  consequently, 
profit,  though  smaller  than  hereto¬ 
fore,  was  more  secure ;  there  was 
abundant  employment  for  the 
working  classes.  At  Leeds,  more 
cloth  was  making  than  had  been 
known  for  many  years  ;  but  profits 
were  comparatively  low :  the  work¬ 
ing  classes  were  generally  em¬ 
ployed  ;  their  nominal  earnings 
were  less,  but  their  comforts 
greater,  than  they  had  been  for¬ 
merly.  From  Glasgow  the  ac¬ 
count  was  equally  favourable.  At 
Huddersfield,  the  profits  were  low, 
but  the  whole  population  was  em¬ 
ployed;  good  workmen  earned  from 
16,?.  to  22s.  per  week.  At  Not¬ 
tingham,  all  was  prosperous  except 
the  silk  stocking  trade.  These 
statements  admitted  the  rate  of 
profit  to  be  low,  but  it  was  high 
enough,  evidently,  to  induce  per¬ 
sons  to  enter  into  trade,  otherwise 
the  workmen  would  not  have  been 
(as  they  were)  fully  provided  with 
employment. 

The  plans,  which  Mr.  Wallace 
had,  in  the  preceding  year  (See 
Vol.LXIII.,p.7fi-81),  announced, 
were  carried  into  effect  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  session :  five  bills,*  emanating 
from  the  inquiries,  and  introduced 
with  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  trade,  were 
passed  into  laws.  They  did  not  be¬ 
come  the  subject  of  much  public  dis¬ 
cussion,  yet  their  importance  was 
vast  beyond  all  question,  not  only 
from  the  direct  effect  of  their 
enactments,  but  from  the  nature 
of  the  system,  of  which  they  mark 
the  commencement ;  this  being  the 
first  instance  in  which  practical 
statesmen  have  professed  to  act 
under  the  more  liberal  principles 
of  political  economy. 

*  3  Geo.  IV.  c.  41,  42,  43,  44,  and  45. 
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The  first,  and  the  least  import¬ 
ant  of  the  five  bills,  though  by  far 
the  longest,  as  it  embraced  a  cu¬ 
rious  assemblage  of  the  venerable 
absurdities  of  former  times  with 
respect  to  commercial  regulation, 
was  intituled  “  An  Act  to  repeal 
divers  Ancient  Statutes,  and  Parts 
of  Statutes,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  Importation  and  Exportation 
of  Goods  and  Merchandise  from 
and  to  Foreign  Countries.”  It  in¬ 
cluded  such  acts  as  were  passed 
between  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 
and  the  date  of  the  navigation  law, 
12th  of  Charles  II.,  and  which, 
though  inconsistent  with  subse¬ 
quent  acts,  or  rendered  unnecessary 
by  them,  had  hitherto  remained 
unrepealed.  The  most  of  the  laws 
thus  erased  from  the  Statute-book, 
having  previously  fallen  into  dis¬ 
use,  and  being  only  known  to  an¬ 
tiquarian  research,  produced  as 
little  effect  as  those  against  sorcery 
or  witchcraft. 

The  second  bill  was  intituled 
ff  An  Act  to  repeal  certain  Acts 
and  Parts  of  Acts  relating  to  the 
Importation  of  Goods  and  Mer¬ 
chandise,”  and  cancelled  statutes, 
and  parts  of  statutes  enacted  dur¬ 
ing  and  since  the  reign  of  Charles 
II.,  ff  in  order  that  other  regula¬ 
tions  relating  to  importation  may 
be  declared  consolidated  and  com¬ 
prised  in  one  act.”  After  a  pre¬ 
amble  stating  this  object,  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  repeal  the  third  clause 
of  the  navigation  law,  which 
enacted  that  “  no  goods  of  the 
growth,  product,  or  manufacture 
of  Asia,  Africa,  or  America,  shall 
be  imported  into  England,  but  in 
such  ships  as  do  truly  belong  to 
English  people,  and  are  navigated 
by  a  master,  and  three  English 
mariners  and  the  fourth,  which 
enacted,  that  “  no  goods  or  com¬ 
modities  of  foreign  growth,  pro¬ 


duction,  or  manufacture,  which 
shall  be  brought  into  England, 
otherwise  than  in  ships  built  and 
navigated  as  above  shall  be  shipped 
from  any  other  place  but  the  place 
of  their  growth,  production,  or 
manufacture,  or  from  those  ports 
where  they  can  only  be,  or  usually 
have  been  brought,”  together  with 
the  8th  section  of  the  same  act, 
which  relates  to  the  importation  of 
goods  from  Russia,  and  certain 
enumerated  and  Turkish  goods ; 
and  the  12th  and  14th  sections, 
which  relate  to  the  importation  of 
any  commodities  from  the  Levant 
or  the  importation  of  common 
dities  the  growth,  production, 
or  manufacture  of  Spain  and  Por-< 
tugal  respectively,  from  any  of  the 
ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  or 
the  Western  Isles,  Madeira,  or  the 
Canary  islands.”  Then  followed 
the  repeal  of  various  other  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  from  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  down  to  the  present, 
the  cancelling  of  which  was  ne¬ 
cessary  to  make  way  for  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  third  bill,  intituled 
"  An  Act  for  the  encouragement 
of  Navigation  and  Commerce,  by 
regulating  the  Importation  of 
Goods  and  Merchandise,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  Countries  or  Places 
from  whence,  and  the  ships  in 
which,  such  Importation  shall  be 
made.” 

Though  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce  are  intimately  connected, 
and  have  generally  been  found  to 
flourish  together,  there  are  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  which  their  interests 
may  be  opposed  to  each  other. 
It  is  plain,  that  we  cannot  have  a 
great  commercial  navy  without  a 
great  commerce ;  but  it  is  not  so 
plain  that  we  might  not  have  a 
great  trade  without  a  great  ship¬ 
ping,  and  that  we  might  not  find 
it  our  interest  to  employ  foreigners 
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as  our  carriers.  By  proceeding  on 
a  policy  which  would  encourage 
trade  at  the  expense  of  shipping, 
we  might  gain  for  a  time  in  com¬ 
mercial  profit,  hut  we  should  lose 
in  national  power,  commercial  se¬ 
curity,  and  maritime  influence. 
In  a  contest,  therefore,  between 
the  two  interests,  it  is  easy  for 
every  patriot  or  even  every  en¬ 
lightened  merchant  to  decide,  which 
should  yield.  National  power  and 
maritime  greatness,  which  in  a 
country  like  England  must  depend 
upon  the  extent  of  its  commercial 
shipping,  must  never  he  sacrificed 
to  obtain  cheaper  commodities,  or 
to  please  foreign  customers.  Our 
coasting  trade,  our  colonial  trade, 
and  our  fisheries  must  be  exclu¬ 
sively  carried  on  in  British  vessels ; 
and  all  our  intercourse  with  fo¬ 
reign  nations  must  be  conducted 
by  the  same  means,  so  far  as  they 
will  permit,  or  the  well-understood 
interests  of  our  shipping  require. 
This  has  been  the  principle  of  all 
our  navigation  acts ;  and,  in  the 
new  law,  this  general  principle 
was  retained,  but  with  modifica¬ 
tions  adapted  to  the  altered  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  world.  One  of  these  mo¬ 
difications  was  a  provision  to  allow 
foreign  ships  to  bring  enumerated 
goods  from  any  port  in  Europe, 
provided  the  ship  belonged  to  the 
port  in  question.  This  would  re¬ 
move  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience 
by  superseding  the  necessity  of 
using  circuitous  routes.  The  ex¬ 
penses  and  other  disadvantages 
incidental  to  trans-shipments  would 
always  prevent  any  new  or  irre¬ 
gular  practice  from  receiving  en¬ 
couragement,  to  the  prejudice  of  a 
more  direct  and  established  sys¬ 
tem.  Another  relaxation  referred 
to  Holland.  The  act  of  Charles 
II.  permitted  foreign  goods  to 
enter  our  ports  either  in  British 


vessels,  or  in  ships  of  that  country 
of  which  they  were  the  growth 
and  produce.  But  such  at  that 
time  was  our  dread  of  the  rivalry 
of  Holland,  that  the  Dutch  were 
debarred  from  the  benefit  of  this 
general  rule,  and  all  importation 
was  forbidden  from  Holland  and 
the  Netherlands  in  any  ships  but 
our  own.  By  the  new  law,  Hol¬ 
land  was  placed  in  the  same  situa¬ 
tion  with  the  rest  of  Europe. 
British  ships  also  were  permitted 
to  bring  articles,  the  growth  or 
produce  of  Asia,  Africa,  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  from  any  place  in  Europe, 
but  only  for  exportation.  By  the 
former  act.  South  American  pro¬ 
duce  could  be  imported  only  from 
certain  ports  in  Spain  or  Portugal, 
or  in  Portuguese  and  Spanish 
ships.  By  the  new  bill,  goods  of 
any  country  or  place  in  America 
or  the  West  Indies,  belonging  to 
or  which  had  belonged  to  Spain, 
might  be  imported  direct  from 
the  place  of  growth  in  ships  of 
the  country ;  but  no  importation 
was  permitted  in  foreign  ships  from 
any  port  in  America  or  the  West 
Indies,  where  British  ships  were 
not  admitted. 

The  fourth  bill  regulated  the 
trade  between  our  possessions  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  other  places  in  America  and 
the  West  Indies.  After  repealing 
a  multitude  of  acts,  it  permitted 
the  importation,  subject  to  certain 
duties,  into  certain  specified  ports, 
of  certain  enumerated  articles  from 
any  foreign  country  in  America  or 
the  West  Indies,  either  in  British 
vessels  or  in  vessels  owned  by  the 
inhabitants  of  such  country ;  and 
the  articles  so  imported  might  he 
again  exported  to  any  other  colony 
or  to  the  United  Kingdom.  It 
further  provided,  that  there  might 
be  exported,  subject  to  certain 
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conditions,  from  the  same  ports, 
either  in  British  or  foreign  vessels, 
all  articles  legally  imported,  or 
which  were  of  the  produce  or  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  any  part  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  dominions. 

The  fifth  bill  regulated  the  trade 
between  our  West  Indian  and 
American  possessions  and  the  rest 
the  world.  It  first  repealed 
many  existing  laws;  it  then  de¬ 
clared  that  it  should  be  lawful  to 
export,  in  British  ships,  from 
any  colony,  to  any  foreign  port  in 
Europe  or  Africa,  any  articles 
which  had  been  legally  imported 
into  the  colony,  or  were  of  its  own 
growth  or  manufacture,  and  also 
that  it  should  be  lawful  to  export 
in  British  ships,  to  any  colony, 
from  any  foreign  port  in  Europe 
or  in  Africa,  certain  enumerated 
articles. 

The  object  of  the  two  last-men¬ 
tioned  laws  was,  to  open  a  wider 
market  to  the  distressed  West 
India  planters,  by  enabling  them 
to  carry  their  produce  directly  to 
the  continental  market. 

The  government,  during  the 
year,  directed  their  attention  also 
to  the  extension  of  our  eastern 
commerce,  and  made  a  proposal  to 
the  East  India  company,  that  they 
should  waive  that  article  in  their 
charter  which  excludes  from  the 
private  trade  to  India  all  ships  not 
measuring  35 0  tons  and  upwards ; 
for  it  had  been  found,  that  the 
limit  so  fixed  to  the  private  trade 
had,  for  some  time,  operated  as  a 
serious  obstacle  to  its  success.  The 
proposition  of  ministers,  however, 
was  met,  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  by  resolutions  to  this  effect : 
1.  That  the  stipulated  size  of 
India  traders  is  a  part  of  the  com¬ 
pact  with  the  company,  to  which 
the  faith  of  parliament  stands 
pledged.  2.  That  if  the  company 
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should  concede  this  point,  it  could 
only  be  on  obtaining  reciprocal  con¬ 
cessions — one  extending  to  India- 
built  ships  the  full  rights  of  Bri¬ 
tish  registry — the  other  admitting 
East  India  sugars  to  home  con¬ 
sumption  on  equal  terms  with  those 
of  the  West  India  colonies. 

Another  topic  of  considerable 
importance,  connected  with  the 
prosperity  of  our  commerce,  was 
the  fees  exacted  by  our  consuls. 
Mr.  Hume  directed  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  these  fees,  which, 
by  reason  of  their  amount  anti 
their  uncertainty,  operated  as  a 
heavy  tax  upon  our  trade.  The 
Brazil  consulate  displayed  the  most 
striking  instance  of  abuse ;  and  in 
the  month  of  April,  a  petition, 
signed  by  74  out  of  79  merchants 
in  that  colony,  was  presented 
against  the  exactions  to  which 
they  were  subjected.  British  mer¬ 
chants  in  Brazil  paid  an  ad  valorem 
duty  of  one  per  cent  per  cent 
on  entry,  and  ^  per  cent  on  de¬ 
parture)  upon  every  cargo,  which 
they  carried  into  the  ports  of  that 
country.  Complaints  had  been 
made  in  the  year  1818,  and  lord 
Londonderry  had  issued  orders  for¬ 
bidding  the  levying  of  so  exces¬ 
sive  a  charge  ;  but,  about  a  month 
afterwards,  he  thought  fit  to 
countermand  his  restricting  order, 
and  to  direct  the  usual  fees  to  be 
received  until  further  directions 
should  be  given.  The  consul  ge¬ 
neral,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  had,  be¬ 
tween  the  years  1814  and  1820, 
received  no  less  than  57,5671.  The 
total  of  the  sums  received  by  the 
consulate  of  Brazil  amounted,  in 
the  same  6  years,  to  90^74/.,  and 
it  appeared  from  the  accounts  of 
merchants  in  the  colony,  that  even 
that  enormous  sum  of  money  was 
not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
charge  borne  by  the  trade  ;  for  the 


12G]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


vice-consul,  who  farmed  his  place, 
and  did  all  the  duty  of  the  consul- 
general,  took  whatever  fees  he 
thought  proper  to  demand.  Other 
evils  and  abuses,  too,  arose  out  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  vice-consul. 
The  duty  payable  by  English  mer¬ 
chants  to  the  Portuguese  govern¬ 
ment  was  an  ad  valorem  duty; 
and  it  appeared,  that  the  vice-con¬ 
sul  instead  of  interfering  to  pre¬ 
vent  excessive  rates,  he  actually 
went  hand  in  hand  with  the  fo¬ 
reign  authorities,  because  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  fee  proportionable  to  the 
sum  which  they  levied.  In  other 
parts  of  the  world  the  system  of 
our  consulates  was  alike  faulty  in 
principle,  though  not  to  so  great 
an  extent  as  in  the  Brazils.  A 
vessel  of  150  tons  paid  in  consul’s 
fees,  for  the  exhibition  of  her 
papers,  at  Hamburgh,  1/.  17 s.  6d. 
At  Rotterdam,  she  would  have  to 
pay  the  same;  but  let  her  go  to 
Rochelle,  and  she  would  have  to 
pay  51.  l6^.  8d. ;  at  Bordeaux, 
81.  2s.  6d. ;  at  Naples,  4/.  3.?.  10c?.; 
at  Leghorn,  Si.  8s.  Qd. ;  at  Genoa, 
Si.  1 5s, }  and  so  on,  the  charge 


varying  almost  in  every  port,  but 
exorbitantly  high  in  all.  A  small 
vessel  taking  in  a  cargo  of  fruit  at 
St.  Michael’s,  would  have  to  pay 
three  guineas.  Besides  those  sums 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  the  country  was  burthened 
with  a  large  charge  for  the  salaries 
of  many  of  those  consuls.  The 
sum  paid  under  this  head  in  1792 
was  10,000/.  In  the  present  year 
it  was  30,000/.  We  paid  1,000/. 
a  year  to  a  consul  at  Venice,  where 
not  five  British  ships  entered  in 
the  vear. 

Mr.  Hume’s  plan  for  the  remedy 
of  the  evil,  was  to  have  regular 
tables  of  moderate  fees  for  each 
consul,  from  which  no  variation 
should  be  permitted. 

As  often  as  the  subject  was  dis¬ 
cussed,  lord  Londondeny  and  Mr. 
Robinson  admitted  the  existence 
of  the  mischief,  and  expressed  their 
desire  of  removing  it.  It  was  a 
matter,  they  said,  which  had  oc¬ 
cupied  the  attention  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  board  of  Trade 
were  preparing  a  bill  to  regulate 
it. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Finance— Recmclion  of  the  Navy  5  per  Cents — Mr.  Vansittarfs  plan 
for  that  purpose — Objections  to  it — Scheme  for  the  payment  of  the 
Naval  and  Military  pensions,  and  Half-pay  and  Civil  Super - 
animations — True  nature  of  the  Scheme — Delusion  of  Mr.  Van - 
sittart  with  respect  to  it — Debates  on  it — Mr.  Hume’s  Amendment 
rejected — The  Scheme  is  approved  by  Parliament — Fails  for  want  of 
Contractors — It  is  re-modelled  by  Ministers  and  carried  into  effect- 
Scheme  for  the  Reduction  of  Salaries,  and  the  Creation  of  a  Super¬ 
annuation  Fund — Repeal  of  the  Annual  Malt  Duty — Mr.  Calcr aft’s 
Motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  Salt-tax  lost  by  a  Majority  of  Four — - 
The  Two  junior  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  reduced  by  a  Majority  of 
Fifty-four — Two  motions  for  the  Reduction  of  One  of  the  Two 
Postmasters  General — The  Second  Motion  carried  by  a  Majority  of 
Fifteen — Mr.  Creevey’s  Motion  on  the  Board  of  Control  is  rejected 
■ — Two  Motions  on  our  Diplomatic  Expenditure  are  rejected — Further 
Reduction  of  Taxes— The  Salt  Tax  —  Leather  Tax— Tonnage 
Duty — Irish  Window  and  Hearth  Tax — Estimates — Budget  of  the 
Year — Mr.  Hume’s  Resolutions  relative  to  our  Financial  System — < 
Vote  for  the  Printing  of  our  Ancient  Historians . 


TWO  great  financial  operations 
were  this  year  undertaken 
by  ministers ;  the  one,  calculated 
to  diminish  permanently  the  charge 
of  the  public  debt ;  the  other,  to 
diminish  the  immediate  pressure 
of  part  of  our  annual  expenses. 

The  first  was  the  reduction  of 
the  interest  on  the  Navy  5  per 
cents  to  4  per  cent.  For  this 
purpose,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  on  the  22nd  of  February 
submitted  his  plan  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  that  stock.  It  was  to 
the  following  effect : 

A  new  stock  was  to  be  created, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  four 
per  cent  per  annum,  payable  on 
the  fifth  of  January,  and  the  fifth 
of  July  in  each  year;  and  not  to 
be  paid  off  until  the  fifth  of 
January,  1829- 


All  holders  of  five  per  cents, 
who  should  not  signify  their  dis¬ 
sent,  were  to  have,  for  every  100/. 
five  per  cent  annuities,  105/.  in  the 
new  four  per  cent  stock,  on  which 
the  first  dividend  was  to  be  payable 
on  the  fifth  of  January,  1823. 

Books  were  to  be  opened  at  the 
Bank,  from  Monday,  the  fourtli 
of  March,  to  Saturday,  the  six¬ 
teenth  of  March,  1822,  both  days 
inclusive,  for  receiving  signatures 
of  persons  dissenting. 

Persons  not  signifying  their  dis¬ 
sent  within  this  period,  were  to 
be  deemed  to  have  assented,  unless 
they  were  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  whole  of  such 
period ;  in  which  case,  they  were 
to  be  permitted  to  express  such 
dissent  at  any  time  before  the 
first  day  of  June,  1822.;  and  any 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  IS22. 


128] 

persons  who  might  he  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  except  Europe, 
were  to  he  permitted  to  express 
their  dissent  at  any  time  before 
the  first  day  of  March,  1 823. 

Persons  dissenting  were  to  be 
paid  off  in  the  numerical  order  in 
which  their  names  should  be  sub¬ 
scribed.  Such  payment  was  to 
commence  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
1822,  and  to  be  continued  at  such 
periods,  and  in  such  manner,  as 
parliament  should  direct. 

All  holders  of  five  per  cent  stock 
were  to  receive  the  dividends  due 
on  the  fifth  of  July,  1822. 

Trustees  were  to  be  indemnified 
by  act  of  parliament. 

The  advantage  of  this  operation 
was,  that  an  annual  saving  of 
1,140,000/.  would  be  effected ; 
besides  a  farther  saving  of  up¬ 
wards  of  90,000/.  of  annual  charge, 
which  would  be  gained  by  a 
similar  reduction  of  the  Irish  5 
per  cents. 

On  the  25th  of  February  Mr. 
Vansittart  proposed  his  plan  in 
parliament. 

Two  objections  were  made  to 
the  principle  of  the  measure.  In 
the  acts  creating  the  5  per  cent 
stock,  there  was  a  clause  which 
declared,  that  “  the  said  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  five  pounds  per 
centum  per  annum,  shall  be  charged 
and  chargeable  upon,  and  payable 
out  of,  the  monies  which  shall 
from  time  to  time  arise  and  be  in 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  of 
the  fund  to  be  established  in  this 
session  of  parliament,  and  for 
which  the  fund,  commonly  called 
the  Sinking  Fund,  shall  be  a  col¬ 
lateral  security ;  and  that  the  said 
annuities  shall  be  irredeemable, 
until  twenty-five  millions  of  the 
public  debt,  bearing  interest  after 
the  rate  of  either  three  pounds  per 
centum  per  annum,  or  four  pounds 


per  centum  per  annum,  shall  have 
been  redeemed  and  paid  off.”  The 
5  per  cent  stock,  therefore,  was 
irredeemable,  till  25  millions  of 
the  3  per  cents  or  the  4  per  cents 
had  been  paid  off :  no  such  dimi¬ 
nution,  it  was  said,  of  the  latter 
species  of  debt  had  yet  taken 
place ;  and  therefore  the  faith  of 
parliament  would  be  violated  by 
the  proposed  plan.  To  add  weight 
to  this  objection,  it  was  further 
insisted,  that  by  the  25th  of  Geo.. 
II,  no  part  of  the  3  per  cents 
could  be  redeemed,  till  after 
twelve  months  notice  of  the  in¬ 
tention  to  pay  them  off ;  and  that 
no  notice  of  any  intention  to  pay 
off  any  part  of  the  3  per  cents,  had 
at  any  time  been  given. 

The  reply  of  the  ministers  was, 
that  both  by  the  purchases  made 
by  the  commissioners  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  national  debt,  and 
by  the  amount  of  the  land-tax  re¬ 
deemed,  debt  had  been  paid  off 
much  more  than  sufficient  to 
render  the  holders  of  the  5  per 
cents  liable  to  reduction. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
for  carrying  the  measure  into 
effect,  Mr.  Tierney  insisted  with 
much  earnestness  on  this  objection, 
and  urged  it  on  the  attention  of 
the  law  officer  of  the  crown.  The 
Solicitor  General  then  stated,  that 
it  was  perfectly  obvious,  that  the 
clause  in  the  25th  George  II,  by 
which  it  was  enacted,  that  the 
holders  of  the  three  per  cents 
should  have  twelvemonths  notice, 
had  been  virtually  annulled  by 
the  voluntary  sale  or  redemption 
of  a  much  larger  amount  than 
25,000,000/.  of  that  stock.  When 
the  holders  of  three  per  cents  had 
voluntarily  consented  to  that  pay¬ 
ing  off!,  the  holders  of  five  per 
cents  were  necessarily  rendered 
liable  to  be  paid  off  in  consequence. 
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If  it  were  said,  that  the  holders  of 
three  per  cents  had  an  advantage 
which  they  ought  not  to  have  re¬ 
linquished,  the  answer  was,  that 
they  had  waved  that  advantage. 
The  holders  of  five  per  cents, 
therefore,  could  by  no  means  say, 
that  the  act  of  parliament,  which 
required  a  twelve  months  notice  to 
the  holders  of  three  per  cents  before 
they  were  paid  off,  secured  them 
from  reduction ;  since  the  holders 
of  the  three  per  cents  had  de¬ 
clared  themselves  satisfied  with 
being  repaid  without  any  such  no¬ 
tice.  That  expression  of  satisfac¬ 
tion,  and  the  re-payment  con¬ 
sequent  upon  it,  were  quite  suf¬ 
ficient  to  justify  the  present  mea¬ 
sure. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  by  no  means 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  of 
the  learned  gentleman.  The 
holders  of  five  per  cents  had  been 
expressly  secured  by  act  of  par¬ 
liament  from  being  paid  off,  until 
25,000,000/.  of  the  three  per  cents 
had  been  redeemed  on  a  notice  of 
twelve  months.  That  notice  had 
not  been  given ;  and  on  that 
ground  the  holders  of  five  per 
cents  stood. 

Mr.  Huskisson,  although  he 
admitted  that,  by  the  l6th  clause 
of  the  37th  of  Geo.  Ill,  the 
holders  of  five  per  cents  were  en¬ 
titled  not  to  be  paid  off  until  a 
twelvemonths’  notice  had  been 
given  to  the  holders  of  three  per 
cents  of  the  intention  to  pay  off 
25  millions  of  that  stock;  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  much  larger  re¬ 
duction  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  three  per  cents  by  the  spon¬ 
taneous  consent  of  the  holders  of 
that  stock  rendered  any  such  no¬ 
tice,  before  the  re-payment  of  the 
five  per  cents  unnecessary.  He 
did  not  deny,  that  the  reference  in 
the  37th  of  Geo.  Ill,  was  to  the 
Vol.  LX  IV. 
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provision  in  the  25th  of  Geo.  II, 
that  the  holders  of  the  three  per 
cents  should  not  be  paid  off  with¬ 
out  12  months  notice ;  but  his 
argument  was,  that  their  having 
consented  to  be  paid  off,  beyond 
the  amount  specified  in  the  37th 
Geo.  Ill,  was  equivalent  to  the 
condition  of  notice ;  and  therefore 
that  the  holders  of  five  per  cents, 
in  the  present  case,  wrere  virtually 
placed  in  the  condition  which  the 
37th  of  Geo.  Ill  contemplated. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  when  the 
bill  was  in  the  upper  House,  de¬ 
clared  a  clear  opinion,  that  there 
was  no  weight  in  this  objection. 

The  second  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  measure  was,  that 
it  added  seven  millions  to  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  debt  of  the  country. 
This  was  admitted  to  be  an  incon¬ 
venience  ;  it  was,  however,  merely 
the  price  paid  for  an  annual  saving 
of  much  more  than  a  million  ;  so 
that  a  great  and  immediate  benefit 
was  procured  at  a  very  low  price, 
which  was  not  to  be  paid  till  a 
very  distant  time. 

There  were  also  two  objections 
to  the  form  of  the  measure.  The 
first  was,  that  it  required  the  dis¬ 
sent  and  not  the  assent  of  the  par¬ 
ties  interested  ;  whereas,  their  ex¬ 
press  assent  ought  to  have  been  re¬ 
quired,  and  the  want  of  assent 
should  have  been  taken  to  be  dis¬ 
sent  :  the  second,  that  sufficient 
time  for  consideration  was  not 
given  to  the  holders  of  stock  :  to 
the  latter,  it  was  answered,  that, 
the  government  being  bound  by 
the  terms  which  were  offered,  the 
stockholder  ought  not  to  have  a 
long  interval  during  which  he 
might  speculate  on  the  probable 
rise  or  fall  of  the  stocks,  and  re¬ 
tain  the  power  of  assenting,  if  they 
rose,  and  of  dissenting  if  they  fell. 
The  former  objection,  it  was  stated* 
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related  to  a  mere  matter  of  con¬ 
venience  ;  and  the  holders  had 
been  called  upon  to  express  their 
dissent,  for  no  other  reason  than 
because  the  dissentients  were  likely 
to  be  much  less  numerous  than 
those  who  would  be  willing  to 
accept  of  the  newly-created  stock. 

The  plan  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  having  received  the 
approbation  of  parliament,  was 
carried  into  effect  with  little  diffi¬ 
culty.  The  dissentients  were  in 
number  only  1,373 ;  and  the 
stock  held  by  them  amounted  to 
2,605,978/.  6s.  10c?.;  not  a  fiftieth 
part  of  the  5  per  cent  capital. 

A  similar  plan  for  paying  off 
the  Irish  five  per  cents  was  exe¬ 
cuted  with  equal  facility. 

The  second  great  financial  scheme 
of  the  year  was  one  of  much  more 
doubtful  character  and  tendency. 
The  amount  of  military  and  naval 
pensions  and  civil  superannuations 
was  about  five  millions  annually. 
This  charge,  it  is  evident,  would 
every  year  become  less,  being  in 
the  nature  of  a  multitude  of  an¬ 
nuities,  depending  on  the  lives  of 
numerous  parties  of  various  ages. 
At  present  the  burthen  was  enor¬ 
mous  ;  as  the  annuitants  died,  it 
would  diminish ;  at  the  end  of 
forty  or  fifty  years  it  would 
amount  probably  to  a  mere  trifle. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
now  proposed  to  provide  for  this 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure 
in  the  following  manner :  Parlia¬ 
ment  was  to  grant  to  certain  con¬ 
tractors  a  fixed  annuity  for  45 
years ;  and  the  contractors,  on 
their  part,  were  to  pay  into  the 
Treasury  such  a  sum  in  each  of  the 
next  45  years,  as  should,  upon  cal¬ 
culation,  according  to  the  usual 
late  of  mortality,  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  pensions  that  should  then 
be  in  existence.  The  sums  to  be 


thus  paid  by  the  contractors  were 


to  be  in 

the 

1st  year 

.  .  £.4,900,000 

2nd 

.  .  4,700,000 

3rd  . 

.  .  4,540,000 

4th  . 

.  .  4,410,000 

5th  . 

.  .  4,290,000 

6th  . 

.  .  4,110,000 

7th  . 

.  .  4,000,000 

8th  . 

.  .  3,86 0,000 

9th  . 

.  .  3,720,000 

10th 

.  .  3,590,000 

11th 

.  .  3,450,000 

12th' 

.  .  3,310,000 

1 3  th 

.  .  3,180,000 

14th 

.  .  3,050,000 

15  th 

.  .  2,910,000 

1 6th 

.  .  2,790,000 

17th 

.  .  2,660,000 

18  th 

.  .  2,530,000 

19th 

.  .  2,410,000 

20th 

.  .  2,290,000 

21st 

.  .  2,170,000 

22nd 

.  .  2,060,000 

23rd 

.  .  1,950,000 

24th 

.  .  1,830,000 

25th 

.  .  1,730,000 

26th 

.  .  1,630,000 

27th 

.  .  1,530,000 

28th 

.  .  1,430,000 

29th 

.  .  1,340,000 

30  th 

.  .  1,250,000 

31st 

.  .  1,170,000 

32nd 

.  .  1,080,000 

33rd 

.  .  1,000,000 

34  th 

.  .  920,000 

35th 

.  .  860,000 

36th 

.  .  780,000 

37th 

.  .  720,000 

38th 

.  .  660,000 

39th 

.  .  600,000 

40th 

.  .  540,000 

41st 

.  .  490,000 

42nd 

.  .  440,000 

43rd 

.  .  390,000 

44th 

.  .  350,000 

45th 

.  .  300,000 

The  fixed  annuity  for  45  years,, 
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which  government  was  to  grant  as 
the  consideration  for  those  annual 
payments,  would,  it  was  imagined, 
be  about  2,800,000/. 

According  to  this  scheme,  go¬ 
vernment  would,  in  the  first 
year,  receive  from  the  contractors 
4,900,000/.  and  pay  2,800,000/. ; 
they  would,  therefore,  borrow  in 
effect  2,100,000/.  In  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  they  would  be  borrowers 
of  1,900,000/.,  and  so  in  every 
successive  year,  of  sums  becoming 
constantly  less,  till  the  fifteenth 
year,  when  they  would  receive 
only  110,000/.  more  than  they 
paid,  and  they  would,  therefore, 
be  borrowers  only  to  that  amount. 

During  all  this  time  no  interest 
would  be  paid  for  the  sums  an¬ 
nually  borrowed.  In  the  sixteenth 
year  a  new  series  of  transactions 
would  begin ;  for  in  that,  and  all 
the  subsequent  years,  the  pay¬ 
ments  made  by  the  government  to 
the  contractors  would  exceed  the 
payments  made  by  the  contractors 
to  the  government.  This  excess 
would,  in  the  sixteenth  year,  be 
10,000/. ;  in  the  17th,  140,000/.; 
in  the  18th,  270,000/.;  and  soon, 
constantly  increasing,  up  to  the 
last  of  the  45  years,  when  it  would 
be  2,500,000/. ;  consequently,  the 
true  purport  of  the  plan  was  no¬ 
thing  more  than  this — to  contract 
now  for  annual  loans  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  government  in  each 
of  the  next  fifteen  years,  which 
loans  were  to  be  repaid  by  a  gra¬ 
dually  increasing  annuity,  to  com¬ 
mence  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years, 
and  to  continue  for  thirty  years 
from  that  time. 

The  loans  were  to  be  applied  in 
payment  of  part  of  the  military 
and  naval  pensions,  half-pay,  and 
civil  superannuations ;  and  the 
robable  diminution  of  this  charge 
y  the  end  of  fifteen  years  wai 
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expected  to  furnish  the  funds,  by 
which  the  debt  so  contracted  was  to 
be  discharged  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  thirty  years.  The  merits  of 
the  plan,  however,  have  no  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  application  of  the 
money  to  be  borrowed,  or  the 
source  which  was  to  furnish  the 
means  of  repayment.  The  scheme 
would  have  been  the  same,  if  the 
money  to  be  raised  by  it  had  been 
to  be  applied  to  the  ordnance  de¬ 
partment,  or  to  the  civil  list,  in¬ 
stead  of  to  the  half-pay  and  pension 
charge. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
evident  that  this  project  was  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  new  loan.  But 
we  had  this  year  a  clear  surplus  of 
five  millions,  which  waS  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  diminution  of  the  debt  ; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  assign  any 
valid  reason  for  contracting  new 
debts,  when  we  had  the  means  of 
avoiding  that  course  by  supplying 
our  present  wants  from  the  funds 
which  Would  otherwise  be  devoted 
to  the  redemption  of  the  old  debt, 
and  appropriating  to  the  latter 
purpose  a  sum  less  than  would 
otherwise  be  set  apart  to  it. 

But  further,  the  project  of  Mr. 
Vansittart  was  a  loan  of  the  most 
improvident  character ;  for  it  in¬ 
volved  a  present  contract  for  loans 
to  be  wanted  during  fifteen  suc¬ 
cessive  years.  To  contract,  in 
1822,  for  a  loan,  which  is  to  be 
advanced  in  1837,  seems  the  height 
of  financial  madness.  Surely  suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil 

thereof :  when  the  hour  of  want 
.  *  « 

presses  upon  us,  we  must  borrow  ; 
but  why  should  either  individuals 
or  nations  borrow,  fifteen  years  be¬ 
fore  the  money  is  needed  ?  The 
only  thing  which  could  justify 
such  a  scheme,  would  be  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  being  able  to  borrow,  on 
more  favourable  terms,  in  1822, 
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than  at  any  time  before  1837-  But 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  no  such  certainty ;  on  the 
contrary,  all  the  probabilities  were 
the  other  way. 

There  is  still  another  circum¬ 
stance,  in  respect  of  which  this 
scheme  was  contrary  to  sound 
principle.  In  every  loan,  provi¬ 
sion  ought  to  be  made  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  payment  of  the  accruing 
interest.  But  here  not  a  farthing 
was  to  be  paid  during  fifteen 
years,  on  account  of  the  debt  con¬ 
tracted  in  that  time ;  and  the  re¬ 
payment  was  to  commence  at  the 
end  of  that  period,  by  an  annuity 
of  thirty  years  duration. 

In  every  point  of  view,  there¬ 
fore,  the  project  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  was  worthy  of 
unqualified  condemnation,  as  a 
most  curious  specimen  of  the  most 
ruinous  species  of  borrowing  that 
the  wit  of  man  could  devise. 
Never  did  financial  cleverness  ex¬ 
hibit  to  a  wondering  parliament,  a 
more  signal  instance  of  arithmeti¬ 
cal  juggling.  It  was  in  itself  pure 
lolly  and  improvidence ;  but  its 
true  character  was  partially  con¬ 
cealed  by  the  extraneous  matter 
which  was  blended  with  it,  and 
by  the  masquerade  habit  of  long 
formidable  calculations,  in  which 
it  was  dressed  up.  As  quacks  dis¬ 
guise  their  medicines  by  mixing 
with  the  main  ingredient  a  variety 
of  drugs  which  add  nothing  to  its 
efficacy,  and  are  used  only  for  the 
purpose  of  concealing  the  real  com¬ 
position  of  the  mixture ;  so  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  en¬ 
veloped  his  project  of  borrowing 
for  fifteen  years,  without  interest, 
in  order  to  repay  during  the  subse¬ 
quent  thirty  years,  in  so  many 
irrelevant  speculations,  and  in  so 
many  arithmetical  puzzles,  that  he 
bewildered  and  confounded  parlia-* 


ment  by  those  very  ideas,  which, 
if  exhibited  naked,  would  have 
produced  only  derision.  Had  he 
stated  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
“  I  shall  this  year  borrow  more 
than  two  millions,  and  shall  pay 
no  part,  either  of  the  principal  or 
interest  for  fifteen  years  to  come  ; 
but  in  the  sixteenth  year  I  shall 
pay  10,000/.  on  account,  and  some¬ 
thing  more  in  each  of  the  thirty 
years  following ;”  even  the  coun¬ 
try  gentlemen  would  have  doubted 
the  wisdom  of  such  a  mode  of 
borrowing.  But  had  he  gone  on. 
to  add  “  I  shall  also  in  the  present 
year  contract  for  a  loan  for  1837, 
and  all  the  intervening  years,  to 
be  repaid  in  a  similar  manner,”  it 
is  scarcely  conceivable  but  that 
every  voice  must  have  protested 
against  so  unnecessary  and  so  ex¬ 
pensive  a  taste  for  loans.  “  Let 
1837  borrow  for  itself,  if  it  should 
need  to  do  so,”  must  have  been  the 
universal  exclamation.  Mr.  Van- 
sittart,  however,  by  the  involved 
perplexity  of  his  ideas  and  state¬ 
ments,  succeeded  in  deluding  him¬ 
self,  his  colleagues,  and  the  legis¬ 
lature. 

Finance  is  a  matter  of  mere 
arithmetic  and  common  sense.  Of 
all  political  subjects,  it  is  that 
which  requires  the  least  compre¬ 
hension  or  capacity ;  it  is  that, 
which,  in  its  own  nature,  is  most 
on  a  level  with  the  reach  even 
of  ordinary,  half-educated  minds. 
Thanks,  however,  to  the  compli¬ 
cated  forms,  into  which  financial 
statements  are  always  thrown, 
this  department  of  government 
(except  so  far  as  regards  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  taxes)  is  almost  exempted 
from  the  control  of  public  opi¬ 
nion.  Few  of  the  people,  few  of 
the  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  presume  to  judge  of  the 
sublime  mysteries,  which  emanate 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


from  the  lips  of  a  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  Like  an  astrologer 
of  past  times,  his  responses  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  lofty  science,  inacces¬ 
sible  to  vulgar  minds.  The  sub¬ 
jects,  with  which  he  has  to  deal,  are, 
it  is  supposed,  such  as  only  certain 
rarely-gifted  individuals  can  ven¬ 
ture  to  scan.  The  consequence  is 
a  general  indifference  to  what  is 
supposed  so  far  to  surpass  common 
understanding.  This  indifference 
England  has  often  had  bitter  cause 
to  regret.  Financial  arrangements 
have  been  frequently  adopted,  to 
which  discussion  must  have  been 
fatal,  had  it  not  been  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  take  no  interest  in  such 
subjects,  and  believe  that  they  are 
intelligible  only  to  the  initiated 
members  of  the  craft  of  finance. 

The  scheme  was  very  sharply 
discussed  in  its  progress  through 
parliament.  One  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  circumstances  attending 
these  discussions  was,  the  strange 
phraseology  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  who  did  not  scruple 
to  give  the  appellation  of  “  an¬ 
nual  saving”  to  the  sum  which 
was  to  be  annually  borrowed.  Mr. 
Ricardo  and  Mr.  Brougham  were 
his  most  formidable  adversaries. 
In  the  committee,  Mr.  Ricardo 
sarcastically  suggested,  that  since 
the  country  would  gain  by  the 
plan,  there  was  no  reason  why  its 
operation  should  not  be  extended. 
Why  should  not  the  whole  army 
charge  at  once  be  put  upon  the 
footing  of  annuity  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  entirely  con¬ 
curred  in  that  suggestion,  and 
begged  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  not  extend  his  plan. 
There  were  many  expenses  of  the 
government  to  which  so  admirable 
a  system  might  clearly  be  made 
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applicable.  There  was  the  civil 
list,  the  pension  list ;  those  charges 
were  annuities  dependant  upon 
lives.  What  could  be  better  than 
to  farm  the  pensioners  off  at  once  ? 
Nay,  ministers  themselves  might 
be  provided  for  upon  the  same 
principle.  Their  tenure  of  place 
was  almost  equal  to  tenure  for  life. 
Whatever  might  be  the  goodness 
of  their  holding,  it  seemed  at  least 
tolerably  secure ;  and  Mr.  Broug¬ 
ham  doubted  not  to  find  contractors 
for  the  ministers  as  well  as  for  the 
half-pay  officers.  He  felt  himself 
bound  to  press  the  measure  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Treasurv: 

•/  S 

a  discovery  so  important  ought  not 
to  be  neglected.  Nor  were  the 
powers  of  the  measure  confined 
even  to  the  salaries  of  ministers ; 
for  the  whole  royal  family  might 
be  farmed  out  in  the  same  way,  to 
the  relief  of  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  (which  much  wanted  such 
relief),  and  at  the  expense  of  a 
trifling  burden  only  upon  our 
happy  posterity. 

When  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  on  the  resolutions,  in  which 
the  plan  had  been  embodied,  was 
brought  up,  and  the  question  for 
agreeing  to  the  resolutions  was 
put,  Mr.  Hume  objected,  that  the 
measure  sought  to  relieve  ourselves 
by  burdening  posterity,  and  was 
therefore  a  direct  violation  of  the 
principle  of  the  sinking  fund.  Be¬ 
sides,  the  operation  was  so  complex 
that  it  was  almost  unintelligible, 
and  the  perplexity  was  spread  over 
a  period  of  no  less  than  45  years. 
The  project  was  so  novel,  that  it 
would  be  found  very  difficult  to 
find  contractors  :  for  sixteen  years 
they  would  not  receive  a  single 
shilling,  and  would  be  paying 
many  millions  in  advance.  It  was 
clear,  also,  that  the  public  must 
be  losers  by  the  transaction,  if 
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private  parties  entered  into  the 
speculation  with  government ;  hut 
if  the  loan  (for  it  was  nothing 
else)  were  taken  by  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  sinking  fund.,  the 
scheme  would  be  rendered  compa¬ 
ratively  simple  and  intelligible. 
He  could  not  see  what  objection 
could  be  urged  to  so  plain  a  propo¬ 
sition,  and  he  concluded  by  moving, 
as  an  amendment,  “  that  the  lords 
of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to 
contract  with  the  commissioners 
for  the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt  for  the  sums  required.” 

Mr.  Ricardo  argued,  that  what¬ 
ever  bonus  the  private  contractor 
obtained,  would  be  a  clear  loss  to 
the  country,  with  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  compound  interest.  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  that,  if  the  sum 
required  were  now  taken  from  the 
sinking  fund,  the  country,  at  the 
end  of  45  years,  would  be  in  a 
better  financial  situation  than  if 
the  money  were  borrowed  from 
individuals,  who  would  of  course 
make  a  profit  of  the  public  wants. 
He  was  an  enemy  to  all  compli¬ 
cated  schemes,  and  was  for  avoid¬ 
ing  a  crooked  path,  when  there 
was  a  straight  one  leading  to  the 
same  end.  The  clear  and  obvious 
course  was,  to  take  the  sum  from 
the  sinking  fund  ;  and  if  ministers 
did  not  do  so,  it  was  only  because 
they  had,  a  short  time  before,  re¬ 
peatedly  and  successfully  called 
upon  the  house  to  support  the 
sinking  fund. 

Mr.  Brougham  asserted,  that, 
whatever  name  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  might  give  to  his 
plan,  it  eventually  must  be  neither 
more  nor  less  than  an  interference 
with  the  sinking  fund.  Who  were 
to  gain  relief  by  the  proposed 
plan  ?  Why,  they  who  should  live 
and  pay  taxes  for  the  next  16 
years.  Who  would  suffer  by  the 


relief  which  was  to  be  effected  ? 
They  who  should  live  and  pay 
taxes,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
first  16  years  of  the  45.  Until 
after  the  first  16  years  should  ex¬ 
pire,  the  country  would  be  going 
on  borrowing,  but  without  making 
any  payment.  Now,  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  between  such  a  project  and 
ordinary  loans  was  this — that,  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  loans,  the 
country  paid  the  interest  regu¬ 
larly  every  year ;  but,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  it  would  not  begin  to  pay 
at  all  until  the  17th  year.  But 
then,  for  the  remaining  2Q  years 
of  the  term,  it  would  have  to  pay 
principal,  interest,  and  profit  too. 
It  followed,  that  the  persons  to  be 
relieved  by  the  scheme  were  those 
who  should  pay  taxes  during  the 
first  16  years ;  and  that  the  per¬ 
sons,  at  whose  cost  that  relief  was 
to  be  obtained,  would  be  those 
who  were  to  pay  taxes  during  the 
remaining  term  of  29  years.  Now 
the  sinking  fund  pressed  hardest 
upon  the  former  of  these  classes. 
It  was  supported  by  means  of  the 
sums  paid  for  that  purpose  by  those 
who  lived  and  paid  taxes  during 
the  first  series  of  1 6  years. 
But  who  were  the  persons  that 
would  derive  the  profit  of  it  ? 
They,  clearly,  who  should  pay 
taxes  after  that  series  of  16  years 
had  passed.  Therefore,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  proposed  plan  was 
completely  at  variance  with  that 
of  the  sinking  fund. 

The  next  question,  continued 
Mr.  Brougham,  was,  what  terms 
was  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  likely  to  get  in  the  market  ? 
In  the  first  place  the  novelty  of 
the  plan  must  inevitably  raise  the 
market  against  him.  It  was 
clear,  that  men,  in  order  to  be  in¬ 
duced  to  take  that  sort  of  bargain 
which  was  new  and  strange  and 
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unknown  to  them,  and  of  a  nature 
of  which  they  had  never  had  any 
experience  before,  must  always 
be  bribed  by  a  certain  bonus. 
That  bonus  must,  of  necessity,  be 
paid  by  the  public.  In  the  second 
place,  the  market,  into  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  have 
to  go,  must,  of  course,  be  a  very 
contracted  one.  A  common  loan 
was  easily  disposed  of,  for  no  diffi¬ 
culty  was  experienced  by  the  stock¬ 
holder  in  selling  out  again.  A 
man  felt  no  hesitation  about  buy¬ 
ing  1,000/.  of  stock,  upon  which 
he  knew  that  in  the  next  half 
year  he  should  receive  his  dividend, 
because  his  profit  was  to  commence 
immediately.  But  the  case  must 
be  quite  different,  where  the  party 
knew  that,  for  the  next  16  years, 
he  would,  after  having  laid  out  a 
great  deal,  receive  nothing ;  that 
only  at  the  end  of  16  years  his 
bargain  would  begin  to  pay  him  ; 
and  that  not  until  the  expiration 
of  45  years  would  he  have  realized 
his  full  profit  upon  it.  Thus,  the 
number  of  persons  who  would  offer 
to  take  this  bargain  would  be  very 
limited;  the  competition,  of  con¬ 
sequence,  would  be  very  slight, 
and  the  terms  very  disadvantage¬ 
ous.  Great  companies,  indeed, 
might  be  found  to  bid ;  but  even 
they  must  be  such  as,  possessing 
great  capitals,  had  some  sort  of 
surplus  which  they  could  afford  to 
sink,  under  a  prospect  of  large 
profit,  for  so  long  a  term  of  years; 
or  parents,  wishing  to  provide  for 
their  children,  might,  soon  after 
their  birth,  subscribe  for  such  a 
portion  of  this  new  stock  as  should 
be  likely  to  afford  their  posterity, 
when  they  should  attain  to  man¬ 
hood,  something  like  an  annuity 
for  eight  and  twenty  years.  But 
it  was  well  known  in  the  most 
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common  cases,  how  difficult  it  was 
to  induce  any  considerable  number 
of  persons  to  join  in  a  tontine.  It 
was  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
offers  would  be  very  few,  and  the 
bonus  very  large — no  matter  whe¬ 
ther  that  bonus  was  furnished  by 
making  the  term  longer  than  it 
ought  to  be  (as,  45  years  instead 
of  37  or  38) ;  or  the  considera¬ 
tion  annuity  too  expensive  as 
3,000,000/.  instead  of  2,500,000/., 
or  whatever  other  sum  might  be 
the  just  compensation.  At  all 
events,  the  bonus  must  be  paid  by 
the  country,  and  the  advantage, 
most  disproportionately,  result  to 
the  contractor.  Upon  the  whole, 
the  simple  and  obvious  way  of 
effecting  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind  would  be,  to  take  the  money 
from  the  sinldng  fund,  and  thereby 
save  the  country  the  charge  of  the 
exorbitant  premium  which  would 
attend  the  proposed  transaction. 

No  intelligible  answer  was  made 
to  these  objections.  However,  on 
a  division,  Mr.  Hume’s  amend¬ 
ment  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
135  to  56. 

The  government  now  entered 
into  negociations  with  the  Bank, 
the  South  Sea  company,  and  many 
private  capitalists :  but  no  one  was 
found  willing  to  engage  in  the 
proposed  contract.  The  greatness 
of  the  risk  deterred  those,  who 
wished  only  for  a  safe  investment 
of  capital.  The  remoteness  of  the 
period  of  gain  rendered  the  trans¬ 
action  unacceptable  to  those,  who 
regarded  public  stocks  merely  as 
the  materials  of  present  specula¬ 
tion. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
was  thus  saved  from  his  own  ex¬ 
travagance  by  the  prudence  of  ca¬ 
pitalists  ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
brought  forward  his  scheme  under 
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a  modified  form.  It  was  embodied 
in  the  four  following  resolutions : 

1.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ap¬ 
portioning,  conformably  to  the  re¬ 
solutions  of  this  House,  of  the  3rd 
day  of  May,  the  burden  occasioned 
by  tfie  military  and  naval  pensions, 
it  was  expedient  that  an  equal  an¬ 
nual  annuity  of  2,800,000/.,  ter¬ 
minable  at  the  end  of  4 5  years, 
should,  from  the  5th  day  of  April, 
1822,  be  vested  in  trustees  to  be 
named  by  parliament ;  and  that 
the  said  annuity  should  be  charged 
upon  the  consolidated  fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

2.  That  the  said  trustees  should 
pay  into  the  exchequer  the  several 
annual  sums  mentioned,  by  four 
equal  quarterly  instalments,  on  or 
before  the  15th  of  January,  the 
15th  April,  the  15th  July,  and 
the  20th  October;  the  first  pay¬ 
ment  thereof  to  be  made  on  the 
20th  October,  1822.  (The  sums 
were  the  same  which  we  have 
mentioned  in  page  ISO.) 

And  that  the  said  several  sums, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  should  be  appropriated 
and  applied  conformably  to  the 
said  resolutions. 

3.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ena¬ 
bling  the  trustees  to  make  the  se¬ 
veral  payments  hereinbefore  men¬ 
tioned,  at  the  exchequer,  at  the 
several  periods  aforesaid,  they 
should  be  empowered,  from  time 
to  time,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  so 
much  of  the  said  annuity  as  might 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  but 
so  as  that  no  greater  amount  of 
annuity  should  be  sold  or  disposed 
of  in  any  one  year,  than  would  be 
sufficient  to  raise  the  sums  neces¬ 
sary  tt)  complete  the  whole  of  the 
payments  to  be  made  within  the 
year,  or  to  discharge  and  pay  off 


the  principal  and  interest  of  any 
exchequer  bills  which  had  been 
issued  on  account  of  such  pay¬ 
ments. 

4.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  trustees  the  more 
readily  to  provide  the  means  ne¬ 
cessary  for  making  the  payments 
in  the  most  convenient  and  econo¬ 
mical  manner,  the  commissioners 
of  his  majesty’s  treasury  should  be 
empowered  to  issue  to  the  trustees 
exchequer  bills  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  the  sums  necessary  for 
completing  from  time  to  time  the 
said  payments ;  which  exchequer 
bills,  together,  with  the  interest 
thereupon,  should,  from  time  to 
time  be  discharged  and  satisfied  by 
the  trustees  out  of  any  monies  to 
arise  by  the  sale  of  the  said  annui¬ 
ties,  or  out  of  the  dividends  there¬ 
of;  and  that,  until  such  payment, 
the  interest  accruing  on  such  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  may  be  paid  out  of 
any  supplies  voted  by  parliament. 

The  plan  of  Mr.  Vansittart,  thus 
altered,  was  infinitely  less  objec¬ 
tionable,  than  in  its  original  state. 
It  now  amounted  to  nothing  more 
than  the  nomination  of  certain 
trustees,  who  were  to  lend  specified 
sums  annually  for  fifteen  years, 
and  who,  in  each  year  were  to 
raise  the  requisite  funds  either  by 
Exchequer  bills  or  by  the  sale  of 
annuities.  So  far,  however,  as 
these  trustees  should  actually  raise 
money  by  the  latter  means,  the 
plan  was  evidently  nothing  more 
than  contracting  for  a  loan  by 
way  of  annuity.  But  why  should 
ministers,  it  was  said,  appoint  one 
set  of  trustees  to  sell  annuities, 
while  they  employed  other  com¬ 
missioners  to  pay  off  part  of  the 
national  debt  ?  Instead  of  em¬ 
ploying  new  commissioners,  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
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ought  to  be  required  to  advance 
the  necessary  sum,  and  to  receive 
hereafter  the  profits  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sinking 
fund.  In  this  there  would  be  no 
expense  of  management,  and  no 
risk;  and  the  proceeding  would 
be  intelligible  to  the  world.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  Mr.  Hume  moved  as  an 
amendment  on  the  first  resolution, 

“  That  the  difference  between 
2,800,000/.  and  the  several  sums 
set  forth  in  the  scale  for  the  first 
15  years  should  be  taken  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  national  debt, 
and  that  the  balance  should  be 
paid  again  to  the  commissioners, 
on  the  l6th  and  subsequent  years.” 

Mr.  Hume’s  views  were  sup¬ 
ported  by  Mr.  Ricardo  and  Mr. 
Brougham.  No  reply  to  their 
reasonings  was  attempted ;  indeed, 
none  could  be  made,  for  it  was  a 
dry  question  between  what  was 
simple,  cheap  and  intelligible  on 
the  one  hand,  and  what  was  intri¬ 
cate,  costly,  and  confused  on  the 
other  hand.  It  would,  however, 
be  a  disgrace  to  any  professional 
financier  to  accomplish  his  end  by 
direct  means ;  his  own  dignity  is 
in  proportion  to  the  complexity  of 
the  machinery  which  he  directs. 
Mr.  Vansittart,  therefore,  adhered 
to  his  resolutions  ;  and  his  project 
received  the  sanction  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  In  its  progress  through 
the  House  of  Lords  the  marquis  of 
Lansdown  assailed  it  with  the 
same  objection,  which  Messrs. 
Hume,  Ricardo,  and  Brougham 
had  employed  in  the  lower  House, 
and,  of  course,  with  similar  suc¬ 
cess. 

Another  measure,  by  which  a 
diminution  of  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture  was  to  be  effected,  consisted 
in  the  steps  which  were  taken  to 
reduce  the  salaries  of  persons  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  service  of  the  state, 


[137 

and  to  make  them  contribute  out  of 
their  own  emoluments  to  the  form¬ 
ation  of  a  superannuation  fund. 
This  subject  had  long  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  government ;  and 
on  the  11th  of  March,  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  communicated 
to  parliament  the  result  of  their 
deliberations.  He  stated  from  the 
returns  furnished  from  the  different 
offices,  viz.  the  customs  (England 
and  Ireland),  the  tax,  post  and 
excise-offices,  the  stamp-office,  &c., 
that  the  total  amount  of  the  sala¬ 
ries  paid  to  the  officers  and  clerks 
in  these  departments  was,  in  May 
1821,  1,664,000/. :  the  number  of 
persons  employed  was  17>347 : 
the  number  of  individuals  receiving 
superannuation  allowances  was 
1,732 ;  this  number  being  very 
nearly  as  1  to  10,  compared  with 
those  who  remained  in  actual  ser¬ 
vice.  The  amount  of  pensions 
paid  to  these  persons  was  154,669/- 
being  about  nine  and  a  quarter 
per  cent  upon  the  amount  of  sala¬ 
ries  to  those  in  actual  service ;  the 
annual  superannuation  charge  of 
154,669/-  averaging  an  allowance 
to  each  retired  person  of  about 
85/.  9*?-  or  4 s.  8  cl  per  diem. — The 
offices  in  the  great  public  depart¬ 
ments,  as  the  treasury,  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  state  offices,  the  exchequer 
and  state  paper  office,  the  colonial 
office,  &c.  employed  but  a  small 
number  of  persons.  The  total 
amount  of  the  persons  employed 
in  these  offices  was  952,  at  the  end 
of  May  last ;  those  who  received 
superannuation  allowance,  70  ;  or 
about  one-fourteenth  of  the  number 
remaining  in  service.  The  amount 
of  salaries  paid  to  those  in  service, 
was  255,000/. ;  the  charge  for 
superannuated  allowances,  23,000/. 
being  about  1 1 4  per  cent  on  the 
amount  of  salaries.  The  yearly 
average  number  of  persons  em- 
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ployed  in  these  branches  of  the 
public  service,  from  1810  to  1821, 
was  18,329;  the  average  total  of 
superannuations,  under  1,830; 
their  proportion  to  the  number  on 
service,  as  one  to  ten  and  a  frac¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  amount  of  superan¬ 
nuated  allowances  compared  to 
that  of  salaries  (the  latter  being 
altogether  1,829,000/.  and  the 
former  177,000/.)  rather  more 
than  nine  and  three-quarters  per¬ 
cent  upon  the  charge  for  service. 
The  act  of  1810  had  not  been 
found  so  favourable  to  the  public 
interest  as  had  been  expected. 
One  of  the  principal  objections  to 
it  was,  that  the  period  of  service, 
after  which  superannuations  were 
granted,  was  too  limited,  and  a 
very  considerable  improvement 
might  be  effected,  by  bringing  the 
scale  of  allowances  to  correspond 
with  length  of  service.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  it  was  proposed  to  commence 
with  the  period  of  ten  years,  and 
to  carry  the  scale  up  to  50  years, 
by  regular  gradations  of  five  years 
each.  With  a  view  to  render 
superannuations  less  burthensome 
to  the  country,  it  had  been  thought 
advisable,  that  persons  should,  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  their  public  ser¬ 
vice,  contribute  to  the  funds  out 
of  which  their  pensions  were  to  be 
paid,  at  the  rate  of  5/.  per  cent  on 
all  salaries  of  and  above  100/.  pel- 
annum,  and  2/.  lOs.  per  cent  on 
those  exceeding  50/.  and  under 
100/.  About  10/.  per  cent  upon 
the  amount  of  the  salaries  received 
by  persons  in  the  public  offices, 
was  the  average  charge  paid  to 
retired  clerks.  This  contribution 
rate  of  5/.  per  cent  would  relieve 
the  public  from  about  one  half  of 
the  present  charge.  With  respect 
to  persons  who  filled  certain  offices, 
which  on  a  late  revision  had  been 
found  to  be  overpaid,  it  was  pro¬ 


posed,  that  on  so  much  of  the  sala¬ 
ries  as  was  to  remain  to  their  suc¬ 
cessors,  5/.  per  cent  should  be 
paid ;  and  on  all  excess  beyond  the 
scale  which  was  hereafter  to  be 
adopted,  10/.  per  cent;  such  in¬ 
creased  rate  of  contribution  not 
entitling  the  possessors  of  the 
offices  to  any  larger  superannua¬ 
tions  than  under  the  scale  proposed. 
If,  for  instance,  there  was  an 
office,  the  salary  of  which  was  now 
settled  at  1,000/.  per  annum,  but 
was  hereafter  to  be  rated  at  800/. 
only  :  It  was  meant  that  he  who 
now  filled  it  should  pay  5  per  cent 
on  the  800/.,  and  10  per  cent  on  the 
200/.  of  excess  beyond  the  future 
salary.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  enumerated  the  various  mea¬ 
sures  adopted  by  government  to 
enforce  retrenchment  in  the  public 
offices,  conformable  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  laid  down  in  1797 ;  in  so 
doing,  he  noticed  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  the  different 
government  offices,  the  revision 
about  to  be  adopted,  and  the  sums 
paid  them  during  the  war  and 
since.  Thus  the  salaries  of  the 
secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  were  to 
be  brought  down  to  3,500/.  being 
nearly  the  same  as  they  were  in 
1797,  and  still  nearer  what  they 
were  so  long  ago  as  1769-  About 
the  year  178.1,  the  salaries  of  the 
chief  clerks  were  1,217/-;  in  1797 
they  were  reduced  to  880/.  ;  but 
the  holders  were  allowed  certain 
extra  emoluments.  It  was  now 
intended,  that  the  chief  clerks 
should  have  1,200/.  a  year.  In¬ 
future,  the  junior  clerks  were  to 
enter  at  1 00/.  a  year ;  for  the  first 
three  years  they  were  to  have  no 
increase,  but  after  that  time  they 
were  to  receive  an  annual  increase 
of  10/.  until  they  arrived  at  200/. 
a  year ;  so  that  the  utmost  salary 
at  which  such  a  clerk  could  arrive 
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in  future,  would  be  200/.  a  year, 
instead  of,  as  under  the  existing 
regulations,  520/.  For  the  as¬ 
sistant  clerks,  those  who  now  re¬ 
ceived  300/.  a  year,  with  allowance 
for  length  of  service,  were  to  take 
300/.  a  year,  without  any  such 
allowance,  but  with  an  addition  of 
15/.  a  year,  until  they  arrived  at 
500/.  As  to  the  office  of  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  state  for  the  foreign 
department,  it  had  consisted  last 
year  of  31  clerks;  this  year  there 
were  only  30.  The  'minimum  of 
charge  for  that  office  would  remain, 
as  it  was,  18,000/.;  but  the 
maximum,  which  was  now  28,000/., 
would  fall  to  21,000/.  exclusive  of 
the  superannuation  reduction  of  5 
per  cent,  which  would  apply  to  the 
new  salaries  as  well  as  to  the  old. 
A  similar  revision  had  been  carried 
through  all  the  departments  of 
government. 

Having  commented  on  these 
reductions  at  some  length,  the  rt. 
hon.  gentleman  further  stated,  that 
he  had  received  the  king’s  most 
gracious  command  to  inform  the 
House,  that  his  majesty  had  given 
directions  for  a  reduction  of  10  per 
cent  upon  the  emoluments  of  such 
departments  of  the  royal  household 
as  contributed  more  immediately 
to  the  personal  enjoyments  of  the 
sovereign.  These  were,  the  keeper 
of  the  privy  purse,  the  lord  cham¬ 
berlain,  the  lord  steward,  the 
master  of  the  robes,  and  the  master 
of  the  horse ;  on  the  whole 
charge  of  whose  offices,  amounting 
to  300,000/.,  the  reduction  would 
be  30,000/.  The  House,  said  the 
minister,  would  not  fail  grate¬ 
fully  to  appreciate  this  volun¬ 
tary  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  his 
majesty,  emanating  from  his  great 
regard  to  his  people.  His  majesty 
had,  however,  farther  directed  a 
reduction  of  10  per  cent  upon  the 
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salaries  of  all  offices  held  during 
his  pleasure,  the  salaries  of  which 
exceeded  500/.  a  year.  Parliament 
would  probably  be  of  opinion  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  carried  lower ; 
and,  to  places  held  by  patent,  it 
could  not,  without  a  special  act  of 
parliament,  apply.  To  this  re¬ 
duction  of  10  per  cent  which  was 
granted  for  five  years,  the  lord 
chancellor,  the  cabinet  ministers, 
and  the  great  offices  of  the  house¬ 
hold,  both  in  England  and  Ireland, 
would  be  subject.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then  recapitulated  the 
amount  of  saving,  which  he  calcu¬ 
lated  as  follows : — Superannuation 
fund,  12,000/.  a  year;  ditto  Re¬ 
venue  department,  66,000/.;  New 
salaries,  15,000/.;  10  percent  on 
principal  offices,  15,000/.;  house¬ 
hold  and  civil  list,  25,000 /. ;  his 
majesty’s  most  gracious  donation, 
30,000 /. ;  making,  exclusive  of 
Ireland,  168,000/.  In  England, 
the  civil  officers,  exclusive  of  the 
revenue,  would  give  a  further  re¬ 
duction  of  30,000/. ;  the  revenue 
would  probably  give  100,000/. 
making,  exclusive  of  superannua¬ 
tion  allowance,  130,000/.;  Ireland 
would  give  43,000 /.  more,  making 
a  sum  of  173,000/.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  would  not  be  extravagant 
to  expect  a  saving,  present  and  to 
come,  of  373,000 /.  a  year. 

As  the  existing  system  of  super¬ 
annuations  had  been  established  by 
law,  an  act  of  parliament  was  now 
necessary  to  carry  into  effect  so 
much  of  these  propositions  of  Mr. 
V ansittart,  as  related  to  the  amount 
of  the  superannuation  allowances, 
and  the  yearly  contributions  by 
which  a  fund  was  to  be  provided 
for  them.  A  bill  for  this  purpose* 
was  accordingly  introduced,  and 


*  3  Geo.  iv.  c.  113. 
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received  the  sanction  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  In  its  progress,  it  met  with 
considerable  opposition.  The  bill, 
said  Mr.  Canning,  was  obviously 
a  breach  of  faith  towards  all  who, 
since  1810,  had  devoted  themselves 
to  the  public  service,  on  condition 
of  receiving  the  benefits  which  the 
act  of  that  year  held  out.  He 
would  put  an  individual  case — 
that  of  a  young  man  of  the  highest 
promise  and  of  most  respectable 
birth,  but  deprived  of  his  father, 
who  at  a  time  when  he  was  ob¬ 
taining  the  honours  of  his  college, 
and  had  every  prospect  of  distin¬ 
guished  preferment  in  the  church, 
was  induced  to  accept  a  public 
situation  under  the  crown  on  the 
conditions  of  the  statute  of  1810. 
On  those  conditions  he  had  relied ; 
but  he  was  now  to  be  told  that 
they  were  not  to  be  fulfilled — that 
a  large  part  of  his  emoluments  was 
to  be  taken  from  him.  This  bill 
would  be  to  him  a  grievous  injury. 
It  was  impossible  to  know  how 
many  individuals  had  quitted  the 
law,  the  army,  or  the  church, 
under  the  faith  of  the  act  of  1810. 
This  bill  might  also  be  considered 
an  invasion  of  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  crown.  Besides,  if 
a  man  were  removed  from  office, 
he  would  lose  all  he  had  contri¬ 
buted  to  this  fund :  it  would 
really  be  nothing  short  of  pillaging 
him  to  turn  him  out  of  his  place 
without  returning  the  money  he 
had  annually  paid.  He  saw  no 
remedy  for  this  objection,  but  by 
defining  in  the  bill  for  what  faults 
a  man  should  or  should  not  be  dis¬ 
missed,  and  under  what  circum¬ 
stances  he  should  or  should  not  be 
allowed  to  withdraw  the  sum  he 
had  contributed  to  this  joint  stock. 
The  bill  gave  all  the  apparent  ac¬ 
curacy  of  rule  to  that  which  could 
not  be  governed  by  rule.  It  pro¬ 


vided  not  for  extraordinary  merit  ,* 
it  recognized  not  services,  the  per¬ 
formance  of  which  required  superior 
talents.  In  the  relations  between 
the  public  and  their  executive  ser¬ 
vants,  as  in  the  relations  of  private 
life,  many  things  must  be  taken 
into  the  account,  when  rewards 
were  about  to  be  granted,  which 
were  not  susceptible  of  legislative 
interference.  He  would,  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  first  instance,  place 
the  extent  of  reward  in  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  the  crown,  and  next  in  the 
high  official  servants  of  the  crown. 
He  would  not  attempt  to  confine 
that  discretion  within  legislative 
limits.  It  was  a  vain  endeavour 
to  define  those  shades  of  merit, 
which  were  almost  too  minute  for 
human  observation,  and  infinitely 
too  nice  for  legislative  enactment. 

The  ministers  defended  the  mea¬ 
sure,  as  being  in  itself  consonant 
to  strict  justice,  and  as  being  ren¬ 
dered  necessary  by  the  general 
wish  for  reduction.  Mr.  Canning’s 
argument,  they  said,  amounted  to 
a  denial,  that  the  country  had 
any  right  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  remuneration,  paid  to  any  of  its 
servants. 

During  this  session,  the  nation 
was  gratified  by  the  diminution  of 
some  of  the  public  burthens.  As 
soon  as  the  reduction  of  the  navy 
five  per  cents  was  determined  upon 
by  ministers,  they  announced  their 
intention  of  repealing  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  the  annual  saving  of 
interest.  The  preference  was 
given  to  the  annual  malt  duty  of 
one  shilling  per  bushel,  which 
produced  nearly  a  million  and  a 
half  per  annum. 

The  repeal  of  this  impost  did 
not  satisfy  the  public  mind  ; 
greater  relief  was  expected,  and 
was  loudly  called  for.  The  mi¬ 
nisters,  on  the  other  hand. 
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declared,  that  no  further  relief 
could  be  given,  consistently  with 
the  safety  of  the  public  credit. 
Their  adversaries,  however,  tried  to 
force  them  to  do  that  which  they 
refused  to  do  spontaneously.  On 
the  28th  of  February,  Mr.  Cal- 
craft  brought  forward  a  motion  for 
the  progressive  repeal  of  the  Salt- 
tax,  by  taking  off  one-third  of  the 
duty  in  each  of  the  three  succeeding 
years.  He  stated  that  the  contri¬ 
bution  of  a  labourer’s  family  to 
this  tax  was  from  20 s.  to  2  5s. 
a  year,  and  that  the  relief  would 
be  greatly  felt. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  replied,  that  the  reduction  of 
the  tax  would  diminish  the  sinldng 
fund  by  500,000/. ;  and  that  the 
tax  was  not  so  much  felt  as  was 
represented;  for  the  very  small 
pittances,  which  were  weekly  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  purchase  of  salt, 
would  make  no  difference  in  the 
labourer’s  wages,  and  were  scarcely 
perceptible  in  his  expenditure.  Sir 
E.  Knatchbull,  sir  T.  Lethbridge, 
Messrs.  Gooch,  S.  Wortley,  Wode- 
house,  and  other  country  gentle¬ 
men  ranged  themselves  on  this 
occasion  against  ministers ;  and 
though  lord  Londonderry  protested 
that  the  deduction  of  500,000/. 
from  the  Salt-tax  would  endanger 
the  sinking  fund,  they  still  voted 
with  Mr.  Calcraft.  The  motion 
was  lost  by  a  majority  of  only 
four:  l6’5  members  voting  for  the 
repeal,  and  16,9  against  it. 

So  narrow  an  escape  from  the 
danger  and  disgrace  of  being  left 
in  a  minority,  made,  no  doubt,  a 
considerable  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  ministers :  but  the 
following  day  gave  them  a  still 
more  effectual  lesson  on  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  economy  and  reduction. 
This  occurred  in  a  discussion  of 


the  expenses  of  the  Admiralty- 
office. 

Sir  J.  Osborne,  after  a  panegyric 
on  the  saving  which  had  been  ef¬ 
fected  in  the  contingent  expenses 
of  that  department,  concluded  by 
moving  a  grant  of  57,61 67.  16y. 
Id.  to  defray  the  current  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  office  during  the 
year.  To  this  an  amendment  was 
proposed  by  sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
who  moved  a  reduction  of  2,000/. 
in  the  vote,  being  the  salary  of  the 
two  junior,  or,  as  they  are  techni¬ 
cally  termed,  lay  lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty.  A  long  debate  ensued, 
in  which  the  advocates  for  the 
amendment  asserted  the  utter  in¬ 
utility  of  these  appointments,  and 
ministers  as  vehemently  contended 
for  their  importance  ;  at  the  close, 
however,  the  numbers  appeared  to 
be,  for  the  amendment,  182 — 
against  it,  128 — leaving  ministers 
in  a  minority  of  54 !  Those  two 
useless  offices  were  immediately 
abolished ;  though,  to  the  very 
last,  ministers  (and  more  especially 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  earl  of 
Liverpool  and  lord  Melville), 
maintained,  that  they  were  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary. 

This  was  not  the  only  defeat, 
which  the  government  sustained. 
On  the  13th  of  March,  lord  Nor- 
manby  moved,  “  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  that,  with¬ 
out  detriment  to  the  public  service, 
the  duties  of  joint  postmaster- ge¬ 
neral  may  be  performed  by  one 
officer,  and  that  the  salary  of  the 
other  may  be  saved.”  The  argu¬ 
ment  which  he  used  was,  that  the 
office  of  the  second  postmaster-ge¬ 
neral  was  a  complete  sinecure : 
that  it  was  so,  he  proved  from  the 
nature  of  the  employment,  as  well 
as  from  the  fact,  that  lord  Clan- 
carty  had  filled  it  for  some  years, 
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during  which  he  had  been  resident 
on  the  continent. 

Mr.  Robinson  resisted  the  mo¬ 
tion,  because  the  effect  of  it  would 
be,  to  diminish  the  influence  of  the 
crown.  The  experience  of  all 
mankind,  in  all  times,  had  shown, 
he  said,  that  there  must  be  some 
influence  attached  to  a  govern¬ 
ment,  to  enable  it  to  continue  its 
functions  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state.  True  it  was,  that  the  offices 
under  the  crown  had  numerically 
increased,  as  compared  with  former 
times ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  had  grown  up  an  insurmount¬ 
able  counteracting  power.  Could 
any  one  deny  the  existence  of 
that  counteracting  power,  which 
rendered  comparatively  ineffi¬ 
cient  in  the  country  the  influ¬ 
ence,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the 
crown  ?  When  the  extension 
of  universal  information  through 
the  country  was  considered,  a  de¬ 
gree  of  information  which  gave 
respectability  to  public  opinion 
which  it  had  never  before  possessed 
— an  intelligence,  which  no  man 
half  a  century  ago  could  have  ex¬ 
pected — -was  not  the  balance  to  go¬ 
vernment  interest  apparent  to 

everv  man  ?  And  was  it  under  such 
•/ 

circumstances,  that  the  throne  was 
to  be  deprived  piece-meal  of  those 
means  of  gratifying  individuals,  or 
of  rewarding  services,  without 
wThich  a  monarchy  like  ours  could 
not  exist  ? 

Mr.  Peel  and  lord  Londonderry 
treated  more  cautiously  the  same 
topics  on  which  Mr.  Robinson  had 
insisted,  but  dwelt  principally  on 
the  antiquity  of  the  office,  the  great 
increase  of  business  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  post-office,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Mr.  Burke,  who,  in  his 
comprehensive  plans  of  economy, 
had  left  this  appointment  untouched. 


Such  great  sinecures  of  state,  it 
was  replied  by  the  opposition,  were 
tolerated  in  past  times ;  because 
they  then  constituted  the  only  pro¬ 
vision  for  retired  servants  of  the 
crown.  Pensions  had  now  been 
substituted  for  the  former  mode  of 
remuneration  ;  but  it  would  be  too 
much  to  be  loaded  both  with  pen¬ 
sions  and  sinecures.  The  just  in¬ 
fluence  of  government  was  that 
which  grew  out  of  the  legal  au¬ 
thority  of  the  crown.  Such  influ¬ 
ence  would  exist  as  long  as  the 
monarchy  existed.  It  arose  from 
the  collection  and  administration 
of  the  greatest  revenue  ever  known, 
and  the  appointment  to  all  civil 
and  military  offices.  A  revenue  of 
60,000,000/.,  an  army  of  70,000 
men,  a  large  navy,  the  patronage 
of  India — these  were  the  sources 
of  just  and  legitimate  influence. 
The  question  would  have  arisen, 
whether  this  influence  was  suffi¬ 
cient,  if  it  had  been  attempted  to 
reduce  a  necessary  office.  If  it 
had  been  proposed,  for  instance,  to 
abandon  one  of  our  35  colonies, 
which  formed  so  fertile  a  source  of 
patronage,  then  indeed  it  might  be 
argued  that  the  just  influence  of 
the  crown  was  attacked.  But  if 
this  second  post-master  were  to  be 
retained,  for  the  reason  so  boldly 
advanced  by  Mr.  Robinson,  then 
no  office,  however  useless  or  ex¬ 
pensive,  could  be  touched ;  for  all 
would  be  deemed  necessary  for  main¬ 
taining  the  just  influence  of  the 
crown.  According  to  these  notions, 
there  was  no  sort  of  limit  to  be  set 
to  that  influence.  In  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  the  just  influence  of  the 
crown  was  merely  that  which  be¬ 
longed  to  it  without  the  abolition 
of  necessary  offices,  or  a  change 
in  the  manner  and  forms  of  govern¬ 
ment. 
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Upon  a  division,  there  appeared 
for  lord  Normanby’s  motion,  159; 
against  it,  184 ;  leaving  ministers 
a  majority  of  25. 

The  smallness  of  this  minority 
encouraged  the  Opposition  to  re¬ 
new  the  attack ;  and  though  it  is 
not  the  usual  course  to  repeat  the 
same  motion  in  a  session,  lord 
Normanby  on  the  2nd  of  May, 
submitted  to  the  House  a  proposi¬ 
tion,  the  same  in  substance  with 
his  former  one.  It  was  for  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  his  majesty,  praying  him 
to  direct  the  office  of  one  of  the 
postmasters  general  to  be  abolish¬ 
ed.  The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  216  to  201.  The  con¬ 
sequence  was,  that  lord  Salisbury 
was  immediately  dismissed  from 
his  office.  The  ministers  an¬ 
nounced,  that  this  would  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  dismissal  of  one  of 
the  post-masters  general  in  Ireland ; 
but  that,  in  Scotland,  the  post¬ 
master  had  other  duties  to  perform 
besides  those  of  the  post-office  ;  so 
that  a  similar  reduction  in  that 
country  was  impracticable. 

The  government  was  more  suc¬ 
cessful  in  resisting  the  attacks 
made  on  some  other  of  the  public 
establishments.  On  the  14th  of 
March,  Mr.  Creevey  brought  for¬ 
ward  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  into 
the  duties  annexed  to  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  by  whom  the  same 
were  performed.  Two  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  and  the  secretary  he 
looked  upon  as  superfluities ;  and 
he  assigned  his  own  experience  as 
the  ground  of  his  opinion.  “  Some 
years  ago,”  said,  he,  “  I  happened 
to  be  secretary  of  this  board  myself. 
At  that  time  the  three  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  by  the  crown 
were  lord  Minto,  Mr.  Thomas 
Grenville,  and  Mr.  Tierney.  I 
was  about  13  months  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  secretary  ;  and  if  I  were 
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asked,  I  should  say  my  impression 
is,  that  there  was  no  board  all  the 
time  I  was  there.  I  remember 
that  the  three  commissioners,  the 
(president  and  the  two  others)  sat 
in  one  room,  and  I  sat  in  another  ; 
sometimes  reading  the  newspapers 
— at  others  looking  out  of  my  win- 
dow.  But,  lest  my  thirteen 
months  experience  should  not  have 
sufficiently  qualified  me  to  speak 
on  this  subject,  I  remember  in¬ 
quiring  one  day  of  a  gentleman 
connected  with  the  department, 
and  possessing  great  accuracy  and 
means  of  information,  whether, 
within  the  memory  of  man,  there 
ever  had  been  a  board  ?  He  an¬ 
swered  with  great  good  nature  and 
simplicity — c  Not  within  his  re¬ 
collection,  certainly/  The  fact 
is,  I  believe,  that  the  president  or 
first  commissioner  sometimes  did 
come  down  to  the  office,  in  order 
to  look  over  the  dispatches  that 
were  to  go  to  India.  He  had,  in 
truth,  the  power  of  re-writing 
them  altogether,  if  he  chose ;  for 
it  would  be  folly  to  suppose, 
that  any  other  commissioner  would 
come  down  to  assist  in  correcting 
them.  The  other  commissioners 
scarcely  ever  came,  except  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  salaries.” 

Mr.  Tierney  stated,  that  though 
no  board  was  held,  yet  much  was 
done  by  the  several  commission¬ 
ers,  who  were  in  constant  com¬ 
munication  with  each  other.  He 
thought,  however,  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  commissioners  might 
be  reduced,  and  further,  that  the 
duties  of  the  third  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  business  of  the  Co¬ 
lonial  office  might  be  consolidated 
with  this  board. 

Mr.  T.  Courtenay,  and  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning  defended  the  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Control.  The  latter 
gentleman  contended,  that  Mr. 
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Creevey  had  laid  no  ground  for  his 
motion,  except  the  assertion  of  his 
own  inefficiency.  Mr.  Canning 
further  assured  the  House,  that  the 
actual  business  of  the  hoard,  in 
point  of  extent,  delicacy,  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  compared  with  what  it  was 
at  the  period,  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  presided  over  it,  partly 
from  circumstances  arising  out  of  the 
renewal  of  the  company’s  charter, 
partly  from  the  political  and  mili¬ 
tary  changes  which  had  since  taken 
place  in  India,  had  materially  in¬ 
creased.  The  circumstances  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  would,  of 
themselves,  in  a  great  degree,  ac¬ 
count  for  the  burthen  of  affairs 
now  thrown  upon  the  Board  of 
Control,  being  much  heavier  than 
formerly.  He  could  not,  of  course, 
speak  as  to  the  former  period  from 
his  own  knowledge  ;  but,  from  the 
information  he  had  obtained  from 
others,  he  could  state,  that,  if  they 
compared  the  present  state  of  the 
business  at  the  India  house  and  the 
Board  of  Control,  with  what  it  was 
in  179ff,  ^  would  be  found  to 
have  increased  nearly  a  hundred 
fold.  This  he  stated  without  fear 
of  contradiction ;  and  what  was 
still  more  to  the  purpose,  he  could 
assure  the  House,  that  it  had  in¬ 
creased,  within  the  last  five  or  six 
years,  in  the  ratio  of  20  per  cent. 
If  then,  two  commissioners  were 
found  necessary  in  1807^  when  the 
hon.  mover,  and  his  right  hon.  col¬ 
league  were  in  office,  it  was  surely 
not  too  much  to  say,  that  no  re¬ 
duction  in  these  commissioners 
ought  to  take  place  at  present. 

The  course  of  business,  so  far  as 
related  to  dispatches  sent  out  to 
India,  was  this.  The  dispatches 
were  prepared  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  and  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Control  for  revision,  correction,  or 
approbation.  No  dispatch  could 


be  sent  out  to  India  without  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
signified  by  the  signature  of  three 
commissioners.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say,  that  many  dispatches  were 
not  forwarded  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  first  prepared ;  but,  in 
others,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
make  corrections,  or  additions, 
which  were  again  sent  back  to 
the  court  of  directors,  assigning 
the  reasons  and  adducing  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  required  such  altera¬ 
tions.  Now,  such  a  course  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  afforded  a  guarantee  for 
the  diligent  performance  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  several  parties  concern¬ 
ed.  If  the  president  or  the  com¬ 
missioners  were  even  disposed  to 
be  idle,  the  House  would  evidently 
see,  that,  where  they  were  obliged 
to  give  their  reasons  for  any  pro¬ 
posed  alteration  or  omission,  no 
man  would  risk  his  reputation  in 
giving  such  reasons,  unless  he  had 
previously  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  subject.  Such  was  the 
legal  course  of  proceeding  prescrib¬ 
ed  by  the  act  of  parliament,  and  in 
no  instance  ever  omitted.  But 
custom  had  introduced  another 
course,  which,  though  it  seemed 
to  give  additional  trouble  in  the 
first  instance,  was  calculated  ulti¬ 
mately  to  save  it.  Previous  to  an 
important  dispatch  being  made  up 
at  the  India-house,  its  substance 
was  usually,  by  courtesy,  commu¬ 
nicated  to  the  president  of  the  Board 
of  Control ;  so  that,  if  there  was 
any  fundamental  objection  to  the 
principle  on  which  it  was  framed, 
this  could  at  once  be  stated  confi¬ 
dentially,  without  committing  the 
two  authorities  against  each  other ; 
and  the  court  of  directors  might 
be  advised,  that  it  would  be  better 
not  to  draw  up  their  dispatch  in 
such  a  shape.  On  this  intimation 
being  given,  the  plan  of  it  was 
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being  given,  the  plan  of  it  was 
commonly  altered.  When  the  di¬ 
rectors  were  determined  in  their 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  they  intended  to  pursue,  then, 
not  being  in  every  degree  bound  to 
conform  to  the  opinion  of  the  pre¬ 
sident,  thus  confidentially  and  un¬ 
officially  communicated  to  them, 
the  dispatch  was  sent  up  to  the 
hoard  of  commissioners  as  origi¬ 
nally  drawn,  and  had  to  go  through 
the  usual  forms.  It  was  then  per¬ 
haps  sent  back  with  such  altera¬ 
tions  as  were  considered  necessary. 
This  would  sometimes  produce  a 
remonstrance ;  to  which  a  reply 
became  necessary,  and  that  reply 
frequently  led  tq  verbal  as  well  as 
written  communications.  From 
this  detail  two  things  were  evi¬ 
dent  :  1st,  that  this  sort  of  amica¬ 
ble  discussion  is  not  the  proper 
function  of  a  secretary  of  state — 
who  signifies  the  king’s  pleasure  ; 
which  is  of  course  not  liable  to 
question  or  remonstrance.  2ndly, 
That  no  man  can  execute  the  duty 
of  first  commissioner — nor  the  duty 
of  a  commissioner  of  such  a  board, 
without  making  himself  thoroughly 
master  of  the  business  that  comes 
before  it — or  of  such  part  of  that 
business  as  the  presiding  commis¬ 
sioner  may  think  fit  to  assign  to 
him. 

That  it  might  be  seen  what  was 
the  weight  of  business  thrown  on 
the  board,  Mr.  Canning  had  caused 
an  account  to  be  taken  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  dispatches  which  had  passed 
through  it  during  the  time  of  his 
presidency.  In  four  years  and  a 
half,  or  nearly  five  years,  he  found 
that  the  number  of  dispatches 
which  had  come  before  it,  amounted 
to  within  a  few  of  1800.  Of  these, 
many,  of  course,  were  passed  with 
no  alteration,  or  with  alterations  so 
slight  that  they  were  hardly  worth 
Vol.  LXIV. 
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entering  into  a  controversy  about. 
But  all  must  have  been  read,  even 
to  pass  unaltered ;  and  about  one 
tenth  of  them  had  been  thought  to 
require  such  alterations  as  had  led 
to  detailed  expositions  of  reasons, 
and  to  discussions  with  the  direc¬ 
tors— not  certainly  of  a  hostile 
character,  but  often  very  long  and 
complicated.  Nor  was  that  all: 
for  almost  all  dispatches  came  up 
accompanied  by  papers,  and  docu¬ 
ments  of  such  number  and  bulk, 
that  when  his  hon.  friend,  the  se¬ 
cretary  to  the  board,  had  pointed 
to  the  pile  on  the  table,  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  him  that  nothing  but  his 
hon.  friend’s  natural  shortness  of 
sight  could  have  led  him  to  mag¬ 
nify  that  pile  into  any  thing  like 
an  equality  with  his  official  collec¬ 
tions.  It  gave,  in  truth,  no  ade¬ 
quate  idea  of  the  bulk  of  papers 
and  documents  to  be  perused  by 
the  board.  This  subsidiary  mass 
accompanied  the  dispatch,  not  like 
a  little  attendant  bark,  which— 

“  Pursued  the  triumph,  and  partook 
the  gale,” 

but  with  a  proud  and  portly  im¬ 
portance  of  its  own,  which  often 
threw  its  principal  into  the  shade. 
It  was  said,  that  there  was  no 
great  labour  in  getting  through 
these  dispatches,  and  he  had  been 
asked,  how  much  time  they  con¬ 
sumed  ?  He  should  answer  the 
question  by  a  few  examples.  He 
had  seen  a  military  dispatch  ac¬ 
companied  with  199  papers,  con¬ 
taining  altogether  13,511  pages; 
another,  a  judicial  dispatch,  with 
an  appendage  of  1,937  pages  ;  and 
a  dispatch  on  the  revenue,  with 
no  fewer  than  2,588  pages  by  its 
side.  This,  then,  was  the  modi¬ 
cum,  which,  be  it  observed,  must 
be  read  by  somebody  at  the  board 
— this  was  the  sinecure,  the  little 
which  might  be  so  con-* 


appendage 
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veniently  transferred  to  the  secret 
tary  of  state  for  tlie  home  depart¬ 
ment,  or  to  the  office  which  trans¬ 
acted  the  affairs  of  the  colonies  of 
half  the  world.  He  did  not  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  physical  strength  of 
any  single  secretary  would  suffice 
to  get  through  his  part  of  the  bu¬ 
siness,  and  the  president  must  be 
utterly  overwhelmed  with  the  de¬ 
tail,  before  he  could  get  at  the 
substance— if  he  were  to  take  that 
detail  upon  himself.  It  had  been 
pretended,  that  an  active  president 
with  a  diligent  secretary  could  get 
through  the  whole  with  ease.  He 
ventured  to  pronounce  it  utterly 
impracticable. 

Mr.  Canning  then  stated  the 
means  by  which  this  business  was 
disposed  of  at  present.  In  the  first 
place,  much  credit  was  due  to  the 
servants  of  the  East  India  Company. 
The  papers  received  from  them  were 
drawn  up  with  a  degree  of  accu¬ 
racy  and  talent,  that  would  do  cre¬ 
dit  to  any  office  in  the  state.  The 
board  could  not,  with  all  the  ta¬ 
lents  and  industry  of  the  president, 
the  commissioners,  or  even  of  his 
hon.  friend,  their  tried  secretary, 
have  transacted  the  business  de¬ 
volved  upon  it,  without  the  talents 
and  industry  with  which  that  bu¬ 
siness  was  prepared  for  them  at  the 
India  house.  Now,  taking  the 
dispatches  at  358  in  the  year  (that 
was  the  average  number  of  the  5 
years  of  his  (Mr.  C/s)  presidency), 
including  many  of  those  monsters 
which  he  had  described,  as  it  was 
necessary,  not  that  the  president 
of  the  Board  of  Control  should 
read  all  of  them  through,  but 
that  he  should  look  accurately  to 
all  those  respecting  which  any 
doubt  had  been  started,  was  it  too 
much  that  he  should  have  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  assist  him,  on  whose 
understanding  he  could  rely,  and 


who  would  share  in  some  degree, 
though  not  in  a  political  sense,  the 
responsibility  of  the  office  ?  It 
was  necessary  that  he  should  have 
such  assistants  to  receive  the  dis¬ 
patches  from  the  clerks,  whose  bu¬ 
siness  it  was  to  go  through  them 
literally  and  verbally  in  the  first 
instance — noting  the  points  on 
which  any  question  could  arise, 
and  referring  to  the  papers  sub¬ 
stantiating  them ;  and  such  assist¬ 
ance  he  had  from  his  honourable 
friends  near  him,  who  had  proved 
as  efficient  assistants  to  him,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
found  a  noble  friend  of  his  when 
he  filled  the  same  situation.  While 
he  was  at  the  board,  he  had  never 
passed  a  dispatch,  on  which  he  had 
not  first  availed  himself  of  the 
light  of  their  understandings.  He 
did  not  say  that  he  had  never  signed 
a  dispatch,  in  confidence,  without 
reading  it :  but  he  had  never  sign¬ 
ed  one  with  which  they  had  not 
made  themselves  acquainted,  and 
on  which  one  or  other  of  them  had 
not  given  him  the  assurance  of 
their  exercised  judgment : — and 
never  one,  upon  which  they  re¬ 
ported  a  doubt,  without  carefully 
and  critically  examining  it.  He 
contended,  therefore,  that  the  pre¬ 
sent  machinery  was  well  adapted 
for  the  due  discharge  of  the  duties 
confided  to  the  board ;  and  he  was 
satisfied,  that  it  was  not  too  exten¬ 
sive. 

On  the  division,  the  ministers 
had  a  triumphant  majority ;  the 
Ayes  being  88 ;  and  the  Noes, 
27 3. 

Mr.  Lennard  and  Mr.  Warre  re¬ 
spectively,  brought  forward  mo¬ 
tions — the  one,  on  the  15th — -the 
other,  on  the  16th  of  May — on  the 
subject  of  our  diplomatic  expendi¬ 
ture.  The  first  embraced  the  ge¬ 
neral  question,  and  the  second  re- 
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ferred  to  the  particular  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Wynne  to  the  Swiss 
cantons.  These  motions  were  sup¬ 
ported  on  the  grounds,  that  re¬ 
trenchment  under  the  present  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  country  had  be¬ 
come  absolutely  necessary  in  every 
department,  that  the  expenditure 
of  our  ambassadors  much  exceeded 
the  exigencies  of  their  station, 
and  that,  by  analogy  to  foreign 
countries,  particularly  to  America, 
it  would  be  found  that  government 
was  guilty  in  this  respect  of  great 
comparative  extravagance.  Du¬ 
ring  the  debate,  Mr.  Tierney  stat¬ 
ed  his  conviction,  that  a  saving  to 
the  amount  of  150,000/.  might  be 
effected  in  the  branch  of  our  fo¬ 
reign  diplomacy.  To  these  argu¬ 
ments  it  was  replied,  that  the  ap¬ 
pointments  had  not  latterly  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  established  scale  ;  that 
at  the  five  courts  of  France,  Aus¬ 
tria,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  which  now  formed  the 
quintuple  alliance  upon  which  the 
peace  of  Europe  rested,  expensive 
duties  devolved  upon  our  ambassa¬ 
dors,  who  were  bound  to  sustain 
by  their  establishments  a  rank  and 
splendour  suitable  to  the  character 
of  the  great  nation  they  represent¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  there  was  no  analogy 
between  the  magnificence  necessa¬ 
rily  attached  to  the  representative 
of  a  monarchy,  and  the  simplicity 
which  characterized  a  republican 
form  of  government.  It  was  also 
contended,  that  this  subject  was 
exclusively  vested  in  the  discretion 
of  the  executive,  with  whose  right 
of  general  control  the  proposed  in¬ 
terference  would  be  unbecoming 
and  unconstitutional.  The  debate 
was  pursued  with  considerable  ve¬ 
hemence,  and  ended  in  lord  Lon¬ 
donderry’s  unequivocal  declaration, 
that,  if  left  in  a  minority,  he  would 
retire  from  office.  This  was  a 
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threat,  which,  it  was  understood,  the 
noble  marquis  had  on  previous  oc¬ 
casions  frequently  made  in  private  ; 
but  this,  we  believe,  was  its  first 
public  promulgation.  On  a  divi¬ 
sion,  in  very  full  houses,  ministers 
had  a  majority  on  Mr.  Lennard’s 
motion  of  127;  147  voting  for  it, 
and  247  against  it. 

On  Mr.  Warre’s  motion  for  a 
reduction  of  the  charge  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Swiss  Cantons,  the 
Ayes  were  141  ;  the  Noes,  247- 

Though  the  ministers  had  de¬ 
clared  in  the  beginning  of  the  ses¬ 
sion,  that  the  repeal  of  the  annual 
malt  dutv  was  the  onlv  diminu- 

*  w 

tion  of  the  public  burthens  which 
could  be  granted,  the  discussions 
of  the  session  seemed  to  have  open¬ 
ed  new  views  to  them.  For  hav¬ 
ing  finally  determined  to  provide 
in  the  manner  already  described, 
for  the  payment  of  more  than 
two  millions  of  the  pension  charge, 
they  announced,  on  the  24th  of 
May,  their  intention  of  removing 
several  other  taxes.  The  first  to 
be  taken  off  was  the  salt  tax,  which 
then  amounted  to  fifteen  shillings 
a  bushel,  and  from  the  5th  of  the 
ensuing  January  was  to  be  reduced 
to  two  shillings  a  bushel.  Govern¬ 
ment  surrendered  by  this  reduction 
a  revenue  of  1,300,000/.,  and  re¬ 
tained  200,000/. ;  for  the  actual 
produce  of  the  tax  was  estimated 
at  1,500,000/. 


The  next  reduction  was  in  the 
leather  tax ;  which  was  to  be  re¬ 
placed  on  the  footing,  on  which  it 
had  stood  from  the  reign  of  Anne 
to  1812.  The  produce  of  this  tax 
was  600,000/. ;  and  of  this  one-half 
was  taken  off,  leaving,  of  course, 
one-half  still  available  to  the  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  tonnage  duty,  which  had 
been  granted  during  the  war, 
bringing  in  a  revenue  of  about 
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150,000/.  was  also  entirely  re¬ 
moved,  with  a  view  to  propitiate 
the  shipping  interest. 

The  other  taxes  to  he  removed 
were,  the  Irish  window  and  hearth 
taxes.  They  were  to  cease  from  the 
5tli  of  July.  They  produced  only 
about  250,000/.,  and  were,  both  in 
their  operation  and  in  their  collec¬ 
tion,  most  oppressive.  The  window 
tax  more  especially  caused  the  clos¬ 
ing  up  of  the  windows  in  many 
houses,  by  which  ventilation  was 
impeded  and  disease  produced.  It 
was  called  in  Ireland,  by  way  of 
distinction,  the  Typhus  tax  ;  as  to 
its  operation  the  inhabitants  im¬ 
puted,  in  no  small  degree,  the  pes¬ 
tilential  maladies  which  so  often  ra¬ 
vage  districts  of  that  country. 

Thus  the  whole  amount  of  taxes 
repealed  during  this  session  may  be 
estimated  thus : 

Annual  Malt  Duty  £,.  1,500,000 

Salt-tax .  1,300,000 

Leather-tax  ....  300,000 

Tonnage  Duty  .  .  .  150,000 

I  rish  window  and  hearth 

taxes .  250,000 


Sum  total  3,500,000 


It  was  admitted  on  all  hands, 
that  the  selection  of  the  taxes  thus 
removed  or  diminished  was  most 
judicious  :  though  it  was  regretted, 
and  with  good  reason,  that  any 
part  of  the  salt-tax  should  have 
been  retained.  By  continuing  an 
impost  of  2s.  per  bushel  on  that 
article,  only  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  were  added  to  the  revenue, 
while  the  whole  of  the  apparatus 
necessary  for  its  collection  was  to 
be  kept  up. 

The  estimates  for  the  navy,  the 
army,  and  the  ordnance  were 
brought  forward  in  the  usual 
manner,  though  some  parts  of 
them  were  deferred  to  a  later 


period  of  the  session  than  was 
usual.  They  were  subjected  to  an 
exceedingly  minute  discussion,  by 
Mr.  Hume;  who,  acting  on  the 
principles  which  he  had  explained 
in  the  preceding  session,  wished 
to  lessen  their  amount,  both  by  a 
diminution  in  the  general  scale  of 
our  establishments,  and  by  reduc¬ 
tions  in  their  petty  details.  He 
not  only  failed  to  accomplish  his 
object,  but  was  repeatedly  outdone 
by  his  opponents  even  in  know¬ 
ledge  of  trifling  minutiae  and  in  ac¬ 
curacy  of  calculation. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought 
forward  the  budget,  though  se¬ 
veral  of  the  services  of  the  year 
had  not  then  been  voted.  The 
sum  wanted  for  the  military  ser¬ 
vice  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
amounted  to  7.925,0001. ;  the 
naval  services  to  5,480,000/. ;  the 
ordnance  services  to  1,200,000/.; 
and  the  miscellaneous  services, 
to  1,700,000/.  There  was  also 
a  charge  of  310,000/.  for  the 
out-pensioners  of  Greenwich  hos¬ 
pital  ;  1,200,000/.  for  interest 

upon  Exchequer  bills ;  and 
291,606/.  for  payments  for  services 
charged  upon  the  aids  of  the  year, 
but  not  specially  voted.  Thus, 
the  grand  total  was  17; 8 15,000/. 
There  was  a  further  charge  of 
290,000 /.  for  a  sinking  fund  on 
Exchequer  bills,  and  of  2,801,000/. 
for  the  re-payment  of  the  holders 
of  five  per  cents,  of  which  62,000/. 
was  for  the  re-payment  of  the 
holders  of  Irish  five  per  cents.  There 
was  likewise  wanted  290,456/.  for 
the  deficiency  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  for  1821  ;  arising,  as  had 
been  then  anticipated  and  men¬ 
tioned,  from  some  circumstances 
which  affected  the  out-pensioners 
of  Greenwich  hospital.  The  whole 
expense  both  of  the  in-pen  sioneis 
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and  out-pensioners  had  been  de¬ 
frayed,  up  to  the  last  year,  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  hospital  itself.  A 
great  part  of  those  funds  was 
.vested  in  stock,  and  arose  out  of 
the  share  of  prize  money  to  which 
it  was  entitled  during  war.  Now, 
as  there  was  no  prize  money 
coming  into  its  coffers  during  a 
time  of  peace,  its  funds  had  be¬ 
come  so  reduced,  that  the  ac¬ 
countant-general  of  the  hospital 
had  found  it  necessary  to  state  to 
government  his  opinion,  that  no 
payments  could  be  lawfully  made 
from  it  to  the  out-pensioners,  and 
that  the  expense  of  supporting 
them  must  thenceforward  devolve 
upon  the  public.  As  soon  as  that 
claim  was  made,  an  act  of  par¬ 
liament  had  been  passed  to  autho¬ 
rize  the  issue  of  Exchequer  bills  to 
meet  it ;  and  about  260,000/.  had 
been  so  paid.  Now,  when  these 
three  last-mentioned  sums,  amount¬ 
ing  together  to  3,381,456/.  and  all 
employed  for  the  reduction  of  the 
debt  incurred,  were  added  to  the 
sum  of  17,8 15,000/.  it  appeared 
that  the  total  sum  wanted  for  the 
services  of  the  year  was  2 1 , 1 96,456/. 

To  make  good  this  amount,  Mr. 
Vansittart  proposed  the  following 
Ways  and  Means.  In  the  first 
place,  annual  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  3,000,000/.  had  been  already 
voted.  These  taxes  last  year 
amounted  to  4,000,000/.  but  they 
had  been  reduced  this  year  to 
3,000,000/.  by  the  reduction  of 
the  annual  malt  duties,  which 
formed  a  large  constituent  part  of 
the  annual  taxes  of  last  year.  Then 
came  1 ,500,000/.  reserved  upon  the 
tea  duties,  and  200,000/.  upon  the 
lottery.  The  next  item  was,  old 
stores  151,000/.,  which  last  year 
amounted  to  163,400/. ;  but,  being 
one  that  arose  from  the  general 
-equipment  of  our  forces,  would 


necessarily  diminish  during  peace, 
until  it  reached  the  average  of 
consumption.  In  the  last  year  s 
budget,  we  had  the  advantage 
of  500,000/.  the  surplus  pecuniary 
indemnity  payable  by  France ;  but 
there  was  no  longer  any  such  sum 
to  transfer  this  sum  to  the  credit 
of  the  country.  There  was,  how¬ 
ever,  110,000/.  to  be  repaid  by  the 
commissioners  for  issuing  Exche¬ 
quer  bills  for  public  works.  These 
sums,  added  together,  amounted  to 
4,961,000/.  To  complete  the 
supply  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
Mr.  Vansittart  proposed  to  con¬ 
tract  a  sinking  fund  loan.  In  the 
last  year  the  sinking  fund  loan  had 
been  13,000,000/.  in  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  years  12,000,000/.;  but  he 
now  intended  to  reduce  it  to 
7,500,000/.  His  reasons  for  so 
doing  were  these.  In  the  first 
place,  his  wish  was,  that  the  sink¬ 
ing  fund  for  the  present  year,  in¬ 
stead  of  extending  from  the  5  th  of 
July  1822,  to  the  5th  of  July  1823, 
should  only  extend  to  the  5  th  of 
April  1823  ;  for,  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament/  he  meant  to  propose 
a  general  revision  of  the  sinking 
fund.  Fie  should  not  therefore 
like  to  tie  up  the  commissioners 
by  a  strict  appropriation  to  so  late 
a  period  as  the  5  th  of  July  ;  and 
for  that  purpose  he  limited  his 
sinking  fund  loan  to  7,500,000/. 
If  they  supposed  four  quarters  to 
be  taken  at  the  same  rate,  it  would 
amount  to  10,000,000/.;  and  one 
reason  why  he  did  not  wish  it  to 
exceed  that  sum  was,  that  a  great 
reduction  of  the  nominal  amount 
of  the  sinking  fund  would  take 
place  at  the  end  of  the  session,  in 
consequence  of  the  appropriation 
of  2,800,000/.  to  the  payment  of 
the  pensions  and  the  half-pay, 
which  it  was  very  evident  would 
have  an  effect  upon  the  nominal 
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sinking  fund.  Of  the  7^500,000/. 
borrowed  from  the  sinking  fund., 
there  was  taken  from  the  sinking 
fund  of  Great  Britain,,  7., 3 5 0,000/. 
and  from  that  of  Ireland,  150,000/. 
The  terms  upon  which  this  loan 
had  been  obtained,  were  very  fa¬ 
vourable.  F or  every  1 00/.  sterling, 
100/.  had  been  given  in  the  three 
per  cent  reduced  annuities,  and 
24/.  1 0.y.  7 d.  in  the  three  per  cent 
consols.  Comparing  the  prices 
paid  in  the  present  year  with  those 
of  last  year,  it  would  be  found, 
that  130/.  three  per  cent  stock  had 
been  given  in  1821,  for  100/. 
sterling,  which  had  been  purchased 
this  year  by  124/.  stock.  In  one 
point  of  view  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  public  importance,  whether  a 
loan  from  the  sinking  fund  was 
obtained  at  a  lower  or  a  higher 
rate ;  but  it  was  of  material  im¬ 
portance,  with  a  view  to  the 
public  credit  of  the  country,  to 
know  that  there  was  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Vansittart  next  stated,  that 
the  sum  appropriated  and  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  real  purchase  of  stock 
between  the  5th  July  1822,  and 
the  5th  July  1823,  was  5,433,855/. 
Last  year  the  sinking  fund,  it 
was  calculated,  would  amount  to 
4,41 5,333/.,  including  110,820/.  to 
be  paid  by  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany.  Therefore,  the  sum  to  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  debt 
exceeded  by  about  900,000/.  that 
reckoned  upon  as  applicable  to  the 
same  purpose  last,  year,  including 
in  both  cases  repayments  to  the 
Bank  ;  and  in  the  present  year  a 
reserve  for  paying  the  dissentient 
holders  of  five  per  cent  stock. 

The  next  item  was  a  sum  of 
557,0001.  from  the  East  India 
.Company.  It  was  well  known, 
that,  during  the  last  two  years,  the 
company  had  advanced  consider¬ 


able  claims  upon  the  government, 
on  account  of  various  services  per¬ 
formed  for  the  country,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  on  account  of  the  St. 
Helena  establishment  for  the  de¬ 
tention  of  Bonaparte.  The  claim 
amounted  originally,  to  a  sum  of 
1,900,000/. ;  which,  if  interest 
were  granted  upon  the  scale  usual¬ 
ly  allowed,  would  establish  a  debt 
due  to  the  Company  of  5,000,000/. 
But  it  appeared  to  the  Treasury 
and  its  commissioners,  that  several 
of  the  claims  of  the  Company  were 
not  justified — that  some  of  them 
had  been  previously  rejected,  and 
that  others  were  even  then  under 
consideration.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  large  counter-claim  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  was  disputed  by  the  company. 
The  only  mode  of  settling  such  a 
dispute  between  two  such  parties 
was  by  a  compromise.  Hence  the 
discussion  of  the  question  assumed 
the  appearance  of  a  negotiation 
between  two  independent  states. 
On  the  one  side  was  the  Company, 
consulting  the  interest  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  :  on  the  other,  the  Trea¬ 
sury  struggling  to  prevent  any 
unjust  claim  from  being  made 
upon  the  public  service.  The 
question  was  therefore  submitted 
to  arbitration ;  and  it  was  thought 
better  by  both  parties,  that  a  sum 
should  be  first  fixed  on  by  the  ar¬ 
bitrators,  and  afterwards  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  wisdom  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  than  that  both  of  them 
should  adhere  to  their  strict 
rights,  on  which  no  tribunal  could 
decide  between  them.  After 
much  investigation,  it  was  thought 
fair  and  just  to  both  parties,  to 
allow  the  Company  1,300,000/.  on 
its  claim  of  5,000,000/.  The  next 
consideration  was,  to  what  pur¬ 
pose  this  sum  should  be  applied  ? 
And  it  appeared  to  be  most  just 
and  equitable,  that  it  should  be 
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employed  in  the  reduction  of  the 
loan  made  to  the  Company  by  go¬ 
vernment  in  1812.  It  was  after¬ 
wards  agreed,  that  the  Company, 
upon  the  payment  of  557,0001.  in 
addition  to  the  1,300,000/.  allowed 
to  be  due  to  them,  should  be  freed 
from  any  future  call  for  the  repay¬ 
ment  of  that  loan.  Of  this  sum  of 
557,0001.,  27,0001.  had  been  al¬ 
ready  paid  to  the  government,  and 
had  been  applied  to  the  re¬ 
payment  of  the  holders  of  5  per 
cents,  and  the  remaining  530,000/. 
was  at  present  due  from  the  Com¬ 
pany  to  the  government.  Now,  if 
to  the  sums  before  mentioned, 
2,450,000/.  were  added,  which 
would  be  received  from  the  com¬ 
missioners  for  payments  on  account 
of  the  half  pay  and  pensions,  all 
the  Ways  and  Means  for  the  year 
were  completed,  except  that  por¬ 
tion  of  it  that  was  connected  with 
the  unfunded  debt. 

In  1821,  the  Exchequer  bills, 
unfunded, amounted  to  29,000,000/. 
thelrishT  reasurybillsto 1 , 000, 000/. , 
and  the  bills  for  public  works  and 
churches  to  368,330/.,  making  a 
total  of  30,368,330 /.  In  the  year 
ending  the  5  th  of  January, 
1822,  the  Exchequer  bills  were 
31,566,550/.  and  Irish  Treasury 
bills  1,105,181/.,  making  a  total  of 
32,661,731/.  Adding  to  this  sum 
3,100,000/.,  which  had  been  voted 
during  the  year  for  the  deficiency 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  of  the  last 
year,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
holders  of  5  per  cents,  there  was  a 
sum  total  of  about  35,000,000/. 
The  increase  of  the  unfunded  debt 
in  the  last  year  was,  therefore, 
nominally  about  5,831,670/.,  but 
in  reality  not  much  more  than 
1,000,000/. ;  for  part  of  the  above 
sum  was  expended  in  renewing  old 
Exchequer  bills,  and  in  paying  off’ 

holders  of  the  five  per  cents,  which 
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was  equivalent  to  the  extinction 
of  a  certain  portion  of  our  debt. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  next 
proceeded  to  show  the  actual 
amount  of  our  means  to  meet  the 
expenditure ;  assuming  that,  un¬ 
less  some  extraordinary  circum¬ 
stances  occurred,  the  produce  of 
the  ensuing  year  would,  at  least, 
equal  that  of  the  past.  He  found, 
that,  for  one  year,  ending  the  5  th 
April,  1822,  the  produce  of  the 
Customs  of  Great  Britain  was 
9*325,000/. ;  the  Customs  for  Ire¬ 
land  1,41 8,000/. ;  making,  together, 
10,743,000/.  The  produce  of  the 
Excise  of  Great  Britain  for  one 
year,  up  to  the  5th  April  last,  was 
26,195,000/. ;  that  of  Ireland 
2,111,000/.;  making  28,306,000/.; 
but,  from  the  Excise  must  be  de¬ 
ducted  the  amount  of  malt  duty 
repealed,  1,500,000/.,  and  also  the 
loss  on  the  salt  duty,  calculated  at 
one  half  year’s  produce,  650,000/., 
making,  together,  2,15 0, 000/., 
leaving  a  nett  sum  of  26,156,000/. 
The  stamp  duty,  to  the  5th  April, 
amounted  to  6,637*000/.  The 
post-office,  1,335,000/.  The  as¬ 
sessed  taxes  7*525,000/.  The  as¬ 
sessed  taxes,  for  Ireland,  1 ,300,000/., 
making  8,835,000/.,  from  which 
should  be  deducted  500,000/.  ; 
leaving  a  nett  sum  of  7*335,000/.  ; 
a  further  sum  of  100,000/.  might 
be  expected,  when  the  receivers- 
general  should  have  paid  in  the 
balances ;  but  calculating  that 
sum  at  one-half,  the  whole  sum 
might  be  taken  at  7*385,000/. 
The  miscellaneous  taxes  produced 
for  the  same  period  380,000/.  Old 
stores,  151,000/.;  making,  toge¬ 
ther,  53,033,000/.,  to  which  should 
be  added  1,220,000/. ;  being  one- 
fourth  of  the  produce  of  our  annual 
taxes  and  tea  duties ;  the  whole 
amount  would  then  be  54,253,000/. 

Having  stated  the  receipts  of  the 
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year  at  54,253,000/.,  lie  recapitu¬ 
lated  the  expenditure  for  the  same 
period.  The  charge  on  the  unre¬ 
deemed  debt  of  the  country  would 
be  this  year  augmented  by  the 
grant  of  annuities  to  the  amount 
of  2,800,000/.,  making  a  total  of 
30,91 1,000/.  The  interest  on 
Exchequer  bills,  together  with 
payments  for  services  charged 
upon  the  aids  of  the  year,  but 
not  specially  voted,  was  about 
1,500,000/.  For  the  army 
7,705,000/. ;  extra  expense  in  Ire¬ 
land,  220,000/. ;  making  a  total 
for  the  army  of  7,925,000 /. ;  navy, 
5,480,000/.;  ordnance,  1,200,000/.; 
miscellaneous,  1 ,550,000 /. ;  and 
under  that  head,  extraordinaries  in 
Ireland,  150,000/.;  Greenwich 
Hospital  out-pensioners,  310,000/.; 
adding  these  several  sums  to  the 
30,911,000/.,  there  would  appear 
a  clear  surplus  of  3,130,000/.  for 
the  country ;  add  to  this  the 
saving  on  which  we  would  be  en¬ 
titled  to  reckon  on  the  5th  April, 
of  700,000/.  in  the  five  per  cents., 
and  2,200,000/.  in  the  half-pay 
and  pension  arrangement,  and  it 


would  be  found  that  he  had  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  5,000,000/.  at  the  end  of 
the  year  for  a  sinking  fund.  Mr. 
Vansittart  concluded  with  in¬ 
dulging  in  a  prospective  view  of 
the  probable  expenditure  for  the 
year  1823.  Estimating  the  army 
at  7,705,000/.,  provided  no  extra¬ 
ordinaries  were  required  for  Ire¬ 
land,  the  navy  at  5,500,000/.,  the 
ordnance  at  1,200,000/.,  the  mis¬ 
cellaneous  at  160,000/.  (supposing 
no  excess  under  that  head  for  Ire¬ 
land),  and  supposing  what  he  felt 
himself  entitled  to  assume,  that 
the  receipts  of  the  .Revenue  and 
Customs  next  year  would  equal 
the  amount  in  the  present,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  next  year  would 
afford  a  surplus  of  6,142,000/. ;  so 
that  taldng  the  next  year’s  surplus 
and  the  present,  without  any  con¬ 
tingent  prospects,  the  country  had 
every  reasonable  ground  to  hope 
that  the  two  years  taken  together 
would  furnish  a  clear  surplus  of 
10,000,000/. 

The  following  is  a  view  of  the 
budget  of  the  year,  as  compared 
with  that  of  1821. 


Supply. 


1821. 

1822. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

8,736,092  Army . 

7,705,000 

- - Extra  expense  in  Ireland 

220,000 

7,925,000 

6,282,685  Navy  ...... 

•  • 

5,480,000 

1,195,107  Ordnance  .  .  ' 

♦  • 

1,200,000 

1,893,366  Miscellaneous  .... 

1,550,000 

Extra  expense  in  Ireland 

150,000 

1,700,000 

Greenwich  Hospital,  Out-pensioners 

•  • 

310,000 

18,107,250  16,615,000 

1,000,000  Interest  on  Exchequer  bills  ....  1,200,000 

291,606  By  payments  for  services  charged  upon  the  aids 
of  the  year,  but  not  specially  voted 


19,398,856 


17,815,000 
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£. 


Reduction  of  Debt. 


£. 


£. 


290,000  Sinking  Fund  on  Exchequer-bills  .  290,000 

To  pay  Holders  of  five  per  Cents  .  2,801,000 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means, 

1821  .  290,456 

Total  for  Reduction  of  Debt  .  - — - — — - 

706,400  Reduction  of  Unfunded  Debt 


3,381,456 


20,395,256 


1821. 


Excliequer-bills  .... 

Irish  Treasury-bills 

Bills  for  Public  Works  and  Churches 


By  Increase  of  Unfunded  Debt 


21,196,456 

Unfunded. 

.  29,000,000 
.  1,000,000 
368,330 

30,368,330 
.  5,831,670 


Ways  and  Means. 


36,200,000 


1821. 

4,000,000  Annual  Taxes  ...... 

1,500,000  Tea  Duties  ....... 

200,000  Lottery  ....... 

163,400  Old  Stores  ....... 

500,000  Surplus  Pecuniary  Indemnity,  payable  by  France. 
114,570  Re-payinent  by  Commissioners  for  issuing  Ex¬ 
chequer  Bills  for  Public  Works  . 

81,630  Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  1820. 


1822. 

3,000,000 

1,500,000 

200,000 

151,000 


110,000 


6,559,600  4,961,000 

13,000,000  Sinking  Fund  Loan  .....  7>500,000 

461,539  Bank  of  Ireland,  Increase  of  Capital. 

East  India  Company  .....  530,000 

Commissioners  for  Payments  on  account  of  Half 

Pay,  Pensions,  &c.  ....  *  2,450,000 

83,580  Unclaimed  Dividends,  &c. 

82  Interest  on  Land  Tax. 


20,104,801 

290,456  Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means,  1821. 

By  Increase  of  Unfunded  Debt  .  .  .  5,831,670 


20,395,257 


21,272,670 


Debt. 

Exchequer  Bills 
Exchequer  Bills 


.  20,000,000 

.  16,200,000 


36,200,000 


1822. 
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Not  satisfied  with  exposing 
trifling  acts  of  wasteful  expendi¬ 
ture,  Mr.  Hume,,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  immediately  before  the  pro¬ 
rogation  of  parliament,  attacked 
with  a  battery  of  thirty  eight 
ponderous  resolutions,  strengthened 
by  a  truly  formidable  array  of 
figures,  the  whole  fabric  of  our 
financial  system.  The  object  of 
these  resolutions  was,  to  show, 
first,  the  amount  of  the  national 
debt  as  it  stood  in  January,  1 7.93, 
and  in  January,  1822  ;  secondly, 
what  would  have  been  its  amount, 
if  during  that  period  five  or  six 
millions  of  additional  supplies  had 
been  annually  raised ;  and  thirdly, 
what  its  amount  would  have  been, 
if  no  sinking-fund  operations  had 
been  carried  on  during  that  time. 
The  general  result,  to  which  he 
came,  was,  that  the  sinking  fund 
had  augmented,  instead  of  lessen¬ 
ing  our  debt. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer  in  reply,  observed,  that  Mr. 
Hume’s  resolutions  rested  on  three 
general  principles — first,  that  we 
had  acted  erroneously,  in  not 
having  raised  the  supplies  of  every 
year  within  the  year ;  next,  that 
the  sinking  fund  had  increased  the 
expenses  and  annual  charge  of  the 
debt ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the 
national  debt  itself  had  not  been 
diminished  by  the  operation  of  the 
sinking  fund,  and  therefore  that  it 
was  not  expedient  to  continue  that 
operation.  The  first  of  these 
principles — the  economy  of  raising 
the  necessary  supplies  from  year  to 
year,  instead  of  providing  for  the 
expenditure  by  loan— had  long 
ago  been  canvassed  in  parliament. 
On  the  27th  of  July,  1812,  the 
House  had  resolved,  that,  if  the 
sum  raised  by  war  taxes,  previously 
to  the  peace  of  Amiens,  had  been 
raised  by  loan  upon  the  ordinary 


terms,  no  less  than  forty  mil¬ 
lions  would  have  been  added  to 
the  public  charge ;  and  that  the 
same  mode  of  provision  by  loan 
instead  of  war  taxes,  if  it  had  ex¬ 
tended  from  the  time  of  the  peace 
of  Amiens  upwards,  would  have 
created  an  additional  charge  of 
210,000,000/.  But  it  was  only  to 
a  certain  point  that  taxation  could 
be  carried ;  and  he  did  not  believe, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  late  war 
could  have  been  defrayed  by  taxes 
raised  within  the  year.  No  doubt, 
if  the  same  amount  of  war  taxes 
had  been  imposed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  contest,  that  were  levied 
towards  the  conclusion  of  it,  there 
wOuld  have  been  a  considerable 
saving  to  the  country ;  but  still  it 
would  have  been  at  the  cost  of 
heavy  temporary  burthens.  If  he 
concurred,  however,  in  the  first 
principle  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hume, 
from  the  last  two  propositions 
brought  forward  by  him  he  must 
altogether  dissent.  With  respect 
to  one  of  those  propositions — the 
assertion  that  the  continuing  of  the 
sinking  fund  during  the  years  of 
the  war  had  increased  the  expenses 
of  the  country — his  answer  was, 
the  system  of  continued  purchase 
had  operated  beneficially  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  market ;  and  when  the 
hon.  gentleman  said  that  there  had 
been  no  reduction  of  the  debt  since 
the  peace,  he  forgot,  surely,  that 
the  annual  charge  for  unfunded  debt 
had  been  diminished  2,000,000/. ; 
that  diminution  was  clearly  trace¬ 
able  to  the  effect  of  the  sinking 
fund,  and  it  was,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  much  a  reduction,  as  if 
the  same  diminution  had  taken 
place  with  respect  to  the  funded 
debt  itself.  As  to  the  application 
of  the  sinking  fund  in  time  of 
peace,  Mr.  Hume  and  Dr.  Hamilton 
were  at  variance.  Dr.  Hamilton, 
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although  he  objected  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  a  sinking  fund  in  time  of 
war,  admitted  that,  in  time  of 
peace,  if  a  surplus  existed  of  re¬ 
venue  over  expenditure,  that  sur¬ 
plus  was  best  employed  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  public  debt.  But 
the  surplus  of  5,000,000/.,  which 
government  was  now  in  possession 
of,  would  be  completely  taken 
away  by  the  last  resolution  of  Mr. 
Hume,  who,  for  the  sake  of  taking 
off  5,000,000/.  of  taxes  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment,  was  content  to  make 
the  debt  eternal. 

The  resolutions  were  rejected 
without  a  division. 

Amid  the  various  schemes  of 
financial  and  economical  arrange¬ 
ment,  which  occupied  and  perplex¬ 
ed  parliament  and  the  ministers, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  his  assent  to  one  novel  item 
of  charge,  and  exhibited  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  England  under  the 
unwonted  aspect  of  patrons  of  lite¬ 
rature.  On  the  24th  of  July,  he 
stated  to  the  House,  that  the  glory 
of  the  nation  was  interested  in 
having  an  uniform  and  regular 
edition  of  our  Antient  Historians 
published  by  authority  and  at  the 
public  expense.  This  was  the 
more  necessary,  because  individuals 
were  in  the  habit  of  printing  im¬ 
perfect  copies,  which  were  very 
carelessly  collated,  if  collated  at  all. 
He  hoped  that  even  at  the  present 
time,  when  the  public  money  was  re¬ 
quired  to  be  expended  with  so  much 
care,  a  sum,  which  probably  would 
not  exceed  2,000/.  a  year,  might 
be  spared  for  this  purpose.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  “  That  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  to  represent  to  his  majes¬ 
ty,  that  the  editions  of  the  works 
of  our  Antient  Historians  are  in¬ 
correct  and  defective ;  that  many 
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of  their  writings  still  remain  in 
manuscript,  and  in  some  cases  in 
a  single  copy  only;  and  that  an 
uniform  and  convenient  edition  of 
the  whole,  published  under  his 
majesty’s  royal  sanction,  would  be 
an  undertaking  honourable  to  his 
majesty ’8  reign,  and  conducive  to 
the  advancement  of  Historical  and 
Constitutional  knowledge :  That 
this  House,  therefore,  humbly 
beseeches  his  majesty  to  give  such 
directions  as  his  majesty  in  his 
wisdom  may  think  fit,  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  a  Complete  Edition  of 
the  Antient  Historians  of  this 
Realm :  and  that  this  House  begs 
leave  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that 
whatever  expense  may  be  necessary 
for  this  purpose  will  be  made 
good  by  this  House.” 

Sir  J.  Mackintosh  felt  great  sa¬ 
tisfaction  in  seconding  the  motion, 
and  considered  the  work  proposed 
to  be  one  of  the  very  highest 
utility.  Generally  speaking,  the 
government  of  England  was  a  little 
in  arrear  as  to  its  patronage  of 
literature ;  but  it  was  highly  credit¬ 
able  to  the  state  of  society  in  this 
country,  that  we  saw  works  got 
up  by  individual  enterprise,  which 
in  other  countries  would  have  re¬ 
quired  the  assistance  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  With  respect  to  the  work 
in  question,  however,  there  were 
a  variety  of  causes — the  great 
capital  required — the  great  devo¬ 
tion  of  time— the  limited  extent  of 
probable  sale — and  certain  laws 
which  pressed  heavily  upon  the 
publication  of  expensive  works — 
which  were  likely  to  prevent  its 
being  performed  by  individual 
speculation.  For  the  conductor  of 
the  work  there  was  an  individual 
(Mr.  Petrie,  of  the  Tower)  emi¬ 
nently  qualified ;  and  if  he  were 
not  employed  immediately,  the 
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desire  of  employing  him  might  necessarily,  there  could,  he  thoughts 
come  too  late.  The  work  would  be  no  objection  to  the  principle  of 
be  a  history  of  the  progress  of  the  the  address. 

Constitution ;  and,  as  such,  it  The  proposition  was  received 
would  be  extremely  valuable;  and,  with  unanimous  approbation  from 
whatever  might  be  the  anxiety  both  sides  of  the  House, 
not  to  spend  the  public  money  un~ 


t. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Foreign  Relations — Question  of  Interference  in  behalf  of  the  Greeks 
Lord  Grosvenors  Motion  concerning  the  Sciote  Hostages — Lord 
Liverpool’ s  account  of  our  Policy  towards  the  Turks  and  Greeks — - 
Our  relations  to  the  States  of  South  America — The  Slave  Trade-—* 
Slavery  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope — West  Indian  Piracy — Alien, 
Bill — The  Ionian  Islands — Bills  relating  to  the  Trade  and  Govern - 
merit  of  Canada — Colonial  Commission — Report  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  Colony  of  Neiv  South  Wales. 


mHERE  never  was  a  session 
A  of  parliament,  in  which  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  excited  so  little  dis¬ 
cussion  as  in  the  present.  No 
changes  took  place  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe.  No  new  revo¬ 
lutions  broke  out ;  there  was  no 
violent  interference  of  foreign 
powers  to  arrest  the  revolutions 
that  were  already  in  progress. 
Inactivity,  therefore  (a  watchful 
inactivity  doubtless),  was  all  that 
was  required  of  our  ministers  ;  and 
thus,  they  not  interfering  with 
any  thing,  and  there  being  nothing 
for  them  to  interfere  with,  no 
ground  could  he  laid  to  blame 
them  either  for  doing  what  ought 
not  to  have  been  done,  or  for 
omitting  what  ought  to  have  been 
done.  One  or  two  futile  attempts 
were  made  to  convert  the  affairs 
of  the  Greeks  into  a  theme  of 
parliamentary  discussion.  On  the 
15th  of  July,  sir  J.  Mackintosh 
presented  a  petition  from  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Lees,  in  the  parish  of 
Ashton-under-Line,  praying  the 
House  to  interfere  in  behalf  of 
the  Greeks.  The  learned  gentle¬ 
man  enforced  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  in  a  short  speech.  Mr. 


Hume,  Mr.  C.  Hutchinson,  and 
sir  R.  Wilson,  complained  shortly 
of  the  part  which  the  British  go¬ 
vernment  had  taken  in  opposition 
to  the  interests  of  civilization,  hu¬ 
manity,  and  the  Christian  religion. 
Mr.  Wilberforce  expressed  regret, 
that  some  simultaneous  effort  for 
the  protection  of  the  Greeks  was 
not  made  by  all  the  leading  powers 
of  Europe,  so  as  to  drive  the 
Turks  back  into  Asia.  Mr.  Wil- 
mot  and  the  marquis  of  London¬ 
derry  contended,  that  the  strictest 
impartiality  had  been  observed 
by  the  British  government. 

It  was  really  marvellous,  said 
lord  Londonderry,  to  see  how  the 
friends  of  peace  could  sometimes 
advocate  the  cause,  and  most  un¬ 
necessarily,  of  war.  His  hon. 
friend,  at  all  times  conscientiously 
supporting  the  doctrines  of  bene¬ 
volence  and  peace,  was  now  dis¬ 
closing  to  the  House  a  propo¬ 
sal  to  relegate  and  to  throw 
back  upon  Asia  a  Turkish  po¬ 
pulation  of  some  5,000,000  of 
souls.  Now,  whatever  might  be 
said  about  Turkish  inhumanity, 
it  did  appear  to  him,  that  neither 
the  crusade,  which  his  hon.  friend 
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liad  proclaimed  against  tlie  Turks, 
nor  the  sentence  of  transportation 
pronounced  against  them,  were 
very  likely  to  have  the  effect  of 
expelling  them  from  Europe. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  did 
his  majesty’s  ministers  great  in¬ 
justice,  when  they  supposed  that 
their  exertions  had  been  confined 
to  mediating  terms  of  peace  be¬ 
tween  Russia  and  the  Porte.  The 
danger  of  Greece  had  not  been  lost 
sight  of,  and  every  thing,  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  to  effect,  had  been  done.  He 
could  assure  those  gentlemen,  who 
appeared  to  possess  a  peculiar 
system  for  the  better  management 
of  foreign  affairs,  that  neither  the 
government  nor  the  country  were 
so  wild,  as  to  be  prepared  to  take 
up  arms  with  a  view  to  the  more 
effective  and  impartial  administra¬ 
tion  of  justice  in  the  dominions  of 
Turkey.  But  no  effort  had  been 
neglected,  which,  it  might  have 
been  hoped,  would  either  have 
prevented,  or  at  least  have  softened, 
the  horrors  of  a  war,  marked  by 
atrocities,  that  were  equally  dis¬ 
graceful  to  Greece  and  to  the 
Porte. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed ;  but  no  farther  proceed¬ 
ings  were  taken  upon  it. 

Two  days  afterwards,  lord  Gros- 
venor  brought  the  same  subject 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  on  a 
motion  relative  to  the  Greek  host¬ 
ages  from  Scio,  who  had  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  Constantinople.  The 
personal  safety,  said  lord  Gros- 
venor,  of  the  hostages  was  at 
first  respected ;  but  when  it  ap¬ 
peared  probable  that  hostilities 
would  not  be  commenced  by  the 
Russians,  that  moment  was  chosen 
by  the  Turkish  government  for 
putting  those  unfortunate  men  to 
death.  It  was  reported,  that  a 


pledge  had  been  obtained  by  the 
British  minister  from  the  Turkish 
government,  that  this  atrocity 
should  not  be  perpetrated.  But 
whether  such  a  pledge  had  or  had 
not  been  given,  the  horrible  mas¬ 
sacre  of  the  unfortunate  hostages 
was  a  transaction,  which  would 
justify  the  interference  of  every 
civilized  nation.  At  least,  it  re¬ 
quired  us  to  cease  to  give  coun¬ 
tenance  to,  and  to  withdraw  from 
all  connexion  with  barbarians,  who 
disregarded  every  principle  of  huma¬ 
nity,  and  violated  the  most  solemn 
engagements.  He  should,  perhaps, 
be  told  that  the  proper  policy  for 
this  country  was,  to  take  no  part  in 
the  contest  between  the  Turks  and 
the  Greeks.  If  so,  it  would  at 
least  follow,  that  the  government 
of  this  country  ought  to  act  with 
perfect  impartiality,  and  show  no 
favour  to  one  belligerent  party 
more  than  to  another.  But  was 
this  the  case  ?  Ministers  professed 
a  strict  neutrality,  but  there  were 
at  least  strong  suspicions,  that  the 
Poite  was  decidedly  favoured  by 
the  British  government.  Look  at 
the  Turkish  frigate  now  arming  in 
the  Thames.  If  it  should  prove 
true,  that  stores,  arms,  and  am¬ 
munition  were  furnished  to  this 
frigate  —  if  the  employment  of 
Englishmen  on  board  of  a  vessel 
intended  to  carry  on  hostilities 
against  the  Greeks  should  be  con¬ 
nived  at,  what  would  become  of 
the  impartial  neutrality,  which 
ministers  had  pretended  to  main¬ 
tain  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  dis¬ 
graceful  than  such  a  connivance. 
Nay,  this  arming  of  a  ship  of  war 
was  a  violation  of  the  law  :  it  wras 
prohibited  by  the  measure  which 
ministers  had  introduced  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  independent 
states  of  South  America ;  and  if 
they  countenanced  the  fitting  out 
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of  the  Turkish  frigate,  they  ren¬ 
dered  themselves  amenable  to  the 
penalties  of  their  own  foreign  en¬ 
listment  act.  In  extenuation  of 
the  barbarity  with  which  the  war 
was  carried  on  by  the  Turks,  it 
had  been  said  that  the  Greeks 
committed  equal  atrocities.  This 
assertion  was  not  made  out,  and 
certainly  the  Greeks  were  not  the 
first  aggressors.  The  instance,  in 
which  the  Greeks  were  distinctly 
charged  with  the  commission  of 
cruelties,  was  at  the  taking  of 
Tripolizza;  but  what  was  done 
there,  however,  blameable,  was 
merely  in  retaliation  for  the  hor¬ 
rible  atrocities  perpetrated  by  the 
Turks,  previous  to  the  taking  of 
that  place  by  assault.  When  the 
nature  of  the  contest  was  con¬ 
sidered,  and  the  consequence  of 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  Greeks, 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  they 
were  sometimes  led  to  retaliate  on 
their  enemies  the  cruelties  to 
which  they  were  themselves  ex¬ 
posed.  It  was  difficult  to  account 
for  the  course,  which  ministers  had 
thought  fit  to  pursue  in  this  busi¬ 
ness.  He  could  only  attribute 
their  conduct  to  apprehension  of 
the  increasing  strength  of  Russia. 
But  if  ministers  acted  prudently, 
there  would  be  no  danger  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  power  of  Russia  by 
affording  assistance  to  the  Greeks. 
It  would  be  only  necessary  to  sup¬ 
port  Greece  as  an  independent  go¬ 
vernment,  and  Russia  would  be  hin¬ 
dered  from  reaping  any  particular 
advantage  from  the  emancipation  of 
a  Christian  people  from  Turkish  do¬ 
minion.  He  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing  “  that  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  praying 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  order 
to  be  laid  before  the  House,  copies 
or  extracts  of  the  despatches  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  majesty's  mi¬ 


nister  at  Constantinople  relative  to 
the  execution  at  that  capital  of  the 
Greek  hostages  from  Scio.” 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  repelled 
the  charge  of  partiality.  The 
vessel,  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made,  had  arrived  in  this  country, 
before  the  commencement  of  hos¬ 
tilities  in  Greece ;  she  came  in  the 
character  of  a  merchant  ship,  and 
was  in  part  loaded  with  antiquities 
for  the  British  Museum.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  not  but  permit  her  to 
refit  and  take  sailors  on  board,  to 
navigate  her  homeward ;  but  the 
permission  to  employ  these  sailors 
was  limited  to  the  voyage  to  Malta. 
Other  proofs  of  the  studious  im¬ 
partiality  of  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  might  be  found  in  their  po¬ 
sitive  refusal  to  supply  this  vessel 
with  arms,  or  to  permit  the  Pacha 
to  purchase  two  frigates  in  this 
country,  which  he  was  most  de¬ 
sirous  of  doing.  With  respect  to 
the  execution  of  the  Sciote  hostages, 
which  he  characterized  as  a  “  fla¬ 
gitious  act,”  his  lordship  contended 
that  the  British  government  was 
excluded  from  interference  by  the 
universally  admitted  rule,  that  one 
government  could  interfere  in  the 
internal  concerns  of  another,  only 
in  cases  where  its  own  security 
was  menaced.  Lord  Strangford 
had,  on  the  footing  of  friendship 
and  persuasion,  used  his  best  exer¬ 
tions  to  avert  that  horrible  tragedy  ; 
but  on  any  ground  of  right  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  interpose. 
He  therefore  was  unable  to  give 
these  unfortunate  persons  any 
guarantee ;  and  in  fact  gave  none 
whatever.  The  motion  of  earl 
Grosvenor  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Our  relations  towards  the  South. 
American  states  formed  a  topic 
of  considerable  importance  and 
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delicacy.  Ministers  shewed  no 
hostility  towards  these  new  go¬ 
vernments  :  they  even  gave  every 
facility  for  friendly  intercourse 
with  them;  hut  they  had  not  yet 
formally  acknowledged  their  inde¬ 
pendence,  or  entered  into  treaties 
with  their  rulers.  Columbia, 
though  infinitely  below  Mexico, 
Peru,  and  the  provinces  of  the 
river  Plata  in  importance,  had 
always  been  in  the  eyes  of  the 
British  public  the  whole  of  South 
America ;  and  its  fates  and  situa¬ 
tion  were  generally  considered  as 
identical  with  those  of  the  whole 
continent.  The  proximity  of  that 
district  to  our  West  Indian  islands 
- — the  number  of  British  adven¬ 
turers  who  had  repaired  thither — 
the  speculations  of  which  many 
individuals  among  us  had  made  it 
the  scene— and,  particularly,  the 
loans  which  had  been  raised  here 
for  its  service — had  all  contributed 
to  create  and  foster  this  prejudice. 
Mr.  Zea,  the  Columbian  agent, 
had  published  a  letter,  in  which 
he  declared  that  those  would  be 
excluded  from  the  commerce  of 
Columbia,  who  did  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  her  independence.  This 
foolish  bravado  was  regarded  as  an 
official  declaration  of  all  the  South 
American  governments,  though 
they,  in  truth,  were  perfect  strangers 
to  it ;  a  public  dinner  was  given 
to  Mr.  Zea,  in  which  he  was  com¬ 
plimented  as  the  representative  of 
states  who  knew  nothing  of  him ; 
and,  part  of  the  mercantile  com¬ 
munity  being  alarmed,  some  pe¬ 
titions  and  representations  on  the 
subject  were  addressed  to  parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  ministers.  In  fur¬ 
therance  of  the  same  views,  Mr. 
Lennard,  on  the  23rd  of  July, 
moved,  that  “  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  his  majesty,  pray¬ 
ing  that  copies  may  be  laid  before 


parliament  of  all  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Zea  or  other  agents 
of  the  Columbian  government  and 
his  majesty’s  ambassador  at  Paris, 
or  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs 
in  England,  with  respect  to  the 
right  of  the  Columbian  govern¬ 
ment  to  be  recognized  as  inde¬ 
pendent.” 

Lord  Londonderry  opposed  the 
motion,  alleging  that  it  was  not  cus¬ 
tomary  to  lay  before  the  House 
proceedings  which  had  not  arrived 
at  any  result ;  and  that  parliament 
would  place  itself  in  an  embar¬ 
rassing  situation,  if  it  interfered 
with  arrangements  in  the  stage  of 
those  in  question,  and  took  upon 
itself  a  responsibility  which  regu¬ 
larly  belonged  to  government. 
His  majesty’s  ministers  had  never 
refused  to  entertain  any  agents  of 
what  was  called  the  Columbian 
government,  although  such  per¬ 
son  had  not  been  received  officially  ; 
and  the  representations  of  such 
agents  had  been  discussed  by  go¬ 
vernment,  and  made  the  subject  of 
communication  with  Spain.  There 
had  been  every  desire,  upon  the 
part  of  government,  to  cultivate 
good  understanding  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  provinces  of 
South  America.  Every  right  of 
real  value,  as  regarded  their  ships 
and  their  commerce  especially,  had 
been  conceded  to  them ;  and 
upon  measures  of  that  character 
Spain  could  have  no  right  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  this  country.  As  long 
as  any  state  of  South  America 
continued  de  facto  a  government, 
so  long  was  England  entitled  to 
cultivate  de facto  a  friendly  feeling 
and  communication  with  her. 
Whether  it  would  be  advisable  at 
the  present  moment ,  to  establish 
formal  diplomatic  arrangements 
with  these  countries,  was  another 
question  ;  and  he  doubted  whether 
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the  facts  of  the  case  were  suffi¬ 
ciently  within  the  possession  of  the 
hon.  mover  to  enable  him  to  arrive 
at  a  just  conclusion  upon  the  point. 
It  would  be  better,  he  submitted, 
for  the  House  not  to  interfere 
until  the  matter  arrived  at  such 
a  stage  as  would  enable  the  hon. 
member  opposite  to  advise  some 
definite  proceeding  in  it — better 
for  the  House  not  to  call  for  in¬ 
formation,  until  it  was  prepared 
to  adopt  some  course  upon  that  in¬ 
formation  when  received.  The 
noble  marquis  repeatedly  assured 
the  House  that  ministers  were  dis¬ 
posed  to  pay  every  requisite  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  situation  of  the  South 
American  provinces ;  and,  in  an¬ 
swer  to  a  question  put  to  him  by 
sir  Robert  Wilson,  declared,  that 
we  were  not  fettered  in  our  po¬ 
licy  towards  these  Trans- Atlantic 
states  by  any  treaties  with  Euro¬ 
pean  sovereigns. 

Mr.  Lennard’s  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  53  to  18. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  continued  to 
direct  the  attention  of  parliament 
and  the  nation  to  the  state  of  the 
slave-trade,  and  to  such  measures 
as  might  lead  to  its  abolition.  On 
the  27th  of  June,  after  taking  a 
review  of  the  course  which  the 
different  governments  of  Europe 
had  followed,  and  were  following 
on  this  subjeet,  he  moved  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  throne,  in  which  the 
House  lamented  the  inefficacy  of 
all  our  endeavours  to  put  an  end 
to  so  inhuman  a  traffic,  repro¬ 
bated  in  strong  language  the  neg¬ 
ligence  of  some  foreign  states,  m 
suppressing  it,  or  their  secret,  or 
avowed  encouragement  of  it,  and 
implored  his  majesty  to  continue 
his  zealous  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
Africa. 

This  address  was  agreed  to 
without]  opposition  ;  as  was  ano- 
Vol.  LX IV. 


ther  relative  to  slavery  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  he 
moved  on  the  27th  of  July,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  received 
information,  which  induced  him 
to  believe,  that,  unless  proper 
measures  were  adopted,  there  was 
great  danger  of  a  slave  colony 
being  formed  in  that  quarter.  The 
emigrants,  who  were  now  settling, 
or  who  had  lately  settled  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  finding  a  few 
old  colonists  in  that  very  exten¬ 
sive  territory  who  were  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  slaves,  would  be  very  apt 
to  follow  a  similar  course.  It 
was,  therefore,  requisite  to  give 
a  sort  of  general  warning  to  the 
new  settlers,  that  they  must 
abandon  all  idea  of  employing 
their  capital  in  the  purchase  of 
slaves,  or  of  cultivating  their  pos¬ 
sessions  by  such  labour.  From 
the  nature,  however,  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  question,  from  the  example 
afforded  by  the  existence  already 
of  slavery  in  a  slight  degree ;  and 
from  the  facility  there  was  for 
introducing  slaves  both  by  land 
and  by  sea,  very  rigorous  mea¬ 
sures  of  prevention  would  be  ne¬ 
cessary.  Already,  indeed,  in  the 
grants  of  land  a  condition  was 
inserted,  that  the  soil  should  not 
be  worked  by  slaves;  but  it  too 
frequently  happened,  that  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  such  grants  were  very 
quickly  forgotten :  and  besides,  the 
condition,  if  observed,  would  only 
prevent  the  employment  of  field 
slaves  ;  and  it  was  universally  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  domestic  slavery,  if 
it  were  the  cause  of  less  physical 
suffering  to  the  slave,  produced 
the  greater  degree  of  moral  de¬ 
pravation  in  the  master.  If  the 
condition  attached  to  the  grant  of 
land  was  insufficient  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  slavery,  no  less 
difficulty  would  be  found  in  ap- 
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plying  the  system  of  registry, 
which,  was  adopted  in  our  West 
India  settlements.  The  countries 
stood  under  very  different  circum¬ 
stances.  In  the  West  Indies  the 
registry  law  almost  executed  it¬ 
self;  for,  as  the  property  and  the 
negroes  became  forfeited  by  its 
violation,  every  creditor  upon  an 
estate  was  interested  in  seeing  it 
observed.  A  man  who  wanted  to 
borrow  money  upon  his  property, 
knew  that  borrowing  would  be 
impossible,  unless  the  law  had 
been  complied  with.  But  none 
of  those  incentives  to  obedience 
would  operate  with  respect  to  the 
Cape  emigrants.  The  possession 
of  slaves  by  the  old  settlers  would 
afford  temptation  and  opportunity 
for  the  introduction  of  slaves  by 
the  new.  In  an  extensive  country, 
thinly  peopled,  vigilance  (while 
slavery  existed  in  any  degree) 
would  scarcely  be  able  to  prevent 
its  fraudulent  extension ;  and, 
therefore,  the  only  effectual  course 
would  be,  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
newly  colonized  districts  as  a  con¬ 
dition  recognized  by  law,  and  to 
make  liberty  the  lex  loci.  The 
address,  which  Mr.  Wilberforce 
moved,  and  to  which  the  House 
assented,  was  very  long ;  but  the 
following  paragraphs  contain  the 
substance  of  its  representations  : 

“  That  this  House  has  learned 
with  great  satisfaction  that  his 
majesty’s  government,  with  a  just 
abhorrence  of  slavery  and  a  pro¬ 
vident  dread  of  the  evils  'which 
would  result  from  its  extension, 
has  made  it  a  condition  in  the 
grants  of  land  which  it  has  re¬ 
cently  allotted  within  the  new 
settlements  of  the  colony  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  no  slave 
labour  should  be  employed  in  their 
cultivation. 

(C  Also,  that  his  majesty  has 


established  a  registry  of  the  slave 
population. 

“  That,  nevertheless,  from  the 
great  extent  of  the  colony — from 
its  contiguity  to  countries  whence 
slaves  may  at  no  distant  period  be 
easily  procured — from  the  remote¬ 
ness  of  many  of  the  farms  that 
are  scattered  over  its  surface,  and 
from  the  thinness  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  the  due  execution  of  all  laws 
enacted  for  the  government  of 
those  countries,  particularly  those 
for  preventing  the  illicit  extension 
of  slavery,  must  be  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult,  more  especially 
when  self-interest  shall  tempt 
powerfully  to  the  violation  of 
them. 

“  That  the  regulation,  so  justly^ 
introduced  into  the  colonial  grants, 
applies  only  to  predial  slavery ; 
whereas,  domestic  slavery,  while 
it  is  in  itself  at  least  as  great  an 
evil,  would  prove  a  strong  temp¬ 
tation  to  the  needy  and  indolent 
to  procure  drudges  for  their  own 
use,  and  would  operate  with  a 
still  more  pernicious  influence  on 
the  feelings  and  habits  of  the  new 
settlers. 

ff  That,  as  to  the  expediency  of 
a  registry,  the  House  cannot  but 
fear,  that  a  slave  registration  for  so 
extensive  a  colony,  comprising 
thousands  of  square  miles,  where 
the  plantations  are  very  thinly 
scattered,  and  divided  from  each 
other  by  wide  tracts  of  a  desert 
and  unpeopled  country,  cannot  be 
so  constituted  and  regulated,  as 
materiallv  to  check,  much  less 
effectually  to  prevent  the  fraudu¬ 
lent  introduction  of  slaves,  where 
facilities  exist  for  such  introduc¬ 
tion. 

“  That  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  no  effectual  means  can 
be  devised  for  preventing  abuses 
injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 
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tlie  settlers  themselves,  pernicious 
to  tlie  natives  of  Africa,  and  de¬ 
rogatory  to  the  honour  of  this 
country,  but  the  extending,  as  far 
as  possible,  by  a  fundamental  law, 
to  the  new  African  settlements, 
the  same  just  and  liberal  principles 
of  colonization,  with  such  excep¬ 
tions  only  as  the  slaves  actually 
in  the  colony  may  render  neces¬ 
sary,  which  have  been  so  honour¬ 
ably  and  beneficially  established  at 
Sierra  Leone.” 

In  the  present  year,  piracy  in 
the  West  Indian  seas,  especially  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cuba,  rose 
to  such  an  unwonted  height,  as 
called  for  and  received  the  consi¬ 
deration  both  of  the  legislature 
and  the  government.  There  were, 
however,  two  difficulties,  which 
could  not  be  easily  overcome.  The 
one,  that  the  pirates  sailed  under 
the  Spanish  hag:  the  other,  that 
they  took  refuge  on  the  desolate 
shores  of  Cuba,  where  we  could 
not  attack  them  without  violating 
the  territory  of  Spain.  The  atro¬ 
city  of  the  crimes  that  were  per¬ 
petrated  by  the  pirates,  and  the 
obstacles  that  prevented  us  from 
taking  summary  vengeance  on 
them,  were  clearly  pointed  out  in 
a  discussion  which  arose  on  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  Liverpool,  relative  to 
this  subject.  The  petition  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Canning ;  who, 
having  detailed  the  contents  of  the 
petition,  begged  to  add  some  facts 
with  which  he  had  been  furnished, 
regarding  outrages  committed  upon 
British  shipping.  On  the  13th 
Dec.  1821,  when  within  five  miles 
of  Cape  San  Antonio,  a  British 
ship,  bound  for  Liverpool,  had 
been  stopped  by  a  crew  of  armed 
men,  who  boarded  her,  and  de¬ 
manded  of  the  steward,  if  there 
were  any  specie  on  board.  The 
answer  being  in  the  negative,  the 


man  was  instantly  stabbed  by  the 
pirates.  They  then  endeavoured 
to  extort  a  confession  from  the 
captain,  and  compelled  his  own 
crew  to  hoist  him  up  by  the  neck 
to  the  yard-arm,  where  he  entreat¬ 
ed  his  mate  to  fasten  weights 
to  his  feet,  that  his  misery  might 
be  more  speedily  terminated.  Of 
course,  this  was  not  allowed,  and 
when  taken  down  and  while  lying 
on  the  deck  in  a  state  of  almost 
total  insensibility,  the  wretch,  who 
had  stabbed  the  steward,  blew  out 
the  brains  of  the  captain.  The 
pirates  were  all  either  Spaniards 
or  Portuguese.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  mentioned  other  similar 
trnsactions,  and  observed  that  the 
petitioners  had  first  applied  to  the 
Admiralty,  which  had  represented 
the  matter  to  the  court  of  Spain. 
No  doubt,  every  step  had  been 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  British 
executive  to  remedy  an  evil  so 
outrageous ;  but  the  petitioners 
felt  that  a  time  would  arrive,  if  it 
had  not  arrived,  when  the  mother 
country  would  be  unable  to  redress 
the  grievance  committed  under  the 
flag  of  her  colonies,  and  when  it 
would,  therefore,  be  necessary  for 
this  government  to  adopt  some 
course  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade  of  the  empire. 

Sir  G.  Cockburn  said,  that,  when 
these  transactions  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  government,  it  sent 
out  instructions  to  the  admiral  on 
the  station  to  seize  all  vessels, 
which  could  not  prove  their  na¬ 
tionality,  and  which  had  committed 
depredations  on  our  trade :  a  state¬ 
ment  'was  sent  in  answer  to  go¬ 
vernment,  that  no  actual  proof 
could  be  made  of  depredations 
committed  by  any  particular  vessel : 
government  sent  out  fresh  orders 
to  the  admiral,  requiring  him  to 
seize  all  vessels  against  which  rea- 
[M  2] 
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sonable  cause  of  suspicion  existed. 
With  respect  to  the  depredation 
committed  off  Cape  St.  Antonio* 
the  moment  the  government  heard 
of  that  transaction  it  excited  their 
attention.  It  appeared  that  the 
pirates  lay  at  the  point  of  St.  An¬ 
tonio*  in  watch  for  vessels ;  that 
they  anxiously  looked  out  in  order 
to  distinguish  merchantmen  from 
ships  of  war ;  and  that  sometimes 
they  made  their  attack  in  schooners 
and  sometimes  in  small  boats.  So 
long  as  our  men  of  war  were  near 
the  coast*  these  pirates  did  not 
come  out*  but  as  soon  as  they 
were  driven  off  by  winds  or  cur¬ 
rents*  the  pirates  came  out  in  their 
schooners,  and  boarded  vessels  that 
happened  to  pass.  The  land  on 
the  west  coast  of  Cuba  was  jungle* 
only  intersected  by  small  paths*  so 
that  if  our  ships  landed  their  crews 
the  pirates  would  disperse  through 
the  country,  and  all  that  could  be 
done  would  be*  to  burn  their  huts* 
which  were  of  no  value.  If,  how¬ 
ever*  Spain  would  send  down  a 
force  from  the  Havanna*  to  attack 
their  piratical  settlements  on  the 
land  side*  while  we  sent  a  force 
against  them  on  the  sea  side,  we 
might  bring  them  to  the  condign 
punishment*  which  he  would  do 
the  Spanish  government  the  justice 
of  supposing  that  it  wished  to  in¬ 
flict.  As  to  the  giving  convoy  to 
foreign  ships*  this  was  what  the 
Admiralty  always  set  their  faces 
against  *•  because  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Admiralty  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  arrangements  between 
foreign  nations  as  to  the  right  of 
search*  &c.*  and  to  give  directions* 
in  following  which  the  command¬ 
ers  of  our  ships  could  be  secure 
against  violations  of  the  law.  Be¬ 
fore  government  could  take  any 
farther  step*  it  was  necessary  to 
wait  a  reasonable  time*  to  see  in 


what  way  the  Spaniards  meant  to 
act. 

The  Marquis  of  Londonderry 
said*  that  if  the  cases  of  aggression 
complained  of  were  mere  cases  of 
undisguised  piracy*  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  them ; 
but  the  peculiarity  was*  that  the 
piracy  was  perpetrated  by  vessels 
having  commissions.  At  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  contest  between 
Spain  and  her  colonies*  these  com¬ 
missions  had  been  issued*  not  only 
by  the  provinces  which  carried  on 
war  against  Spain  on  the  sea  coast*, 
but  by  powers  which  had  no  ports*, 
particularly  by  Artigas*  whose 
commissions  were  sold  to  cover 
piracies.  In  consequence  of  this* 
the  government  had  issued  orders 
to  seize  all  vessels  sailing  under 
commissions  from  governments  in 
whose  ports  they  were  not  fitted 
out.  As  to  the  local  governments 
in  South  America*  they  had  shown 
every  disposition  to  keep  their 
cruisers  within  bounds ;  and*  con¬ 
sidering  the  difficulties  of  the  case, 
had  made  great  efforts  to  do  jus¬ 
tice.  But  when  the  vessels  sailing 
under  the  commissions  he  had  de¬ 
scribed  were  seized*  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  prove  that  they  had  com¬ 
mitted  acts  of  hostility.  These 
orders  were  at  last  enlarged*  and 
our  ships  were  authorized  to  seize 
on  suspicion  vessels  of  the  descrip¬ 
tion  mentioned.  He  next  came  to 
the  particular  acts  of  piracy  com¬ 
plained  of*  which  had  taken  place 
near  Cape  St.  Antonio*  and  which 
were  first  brought  under  the  notice 
of  his  majesty’s  government  in 
March  last.  The  facts  were 
communicated  to  him  in  a  letter 
from  the  Admiralty*  of  the  2  3rd  of 
March*  1822.  The  first  was  the 
case  of  the  Martha ;  the  second 
was  that  of  the  Harborough ;  the 
third  was  the  ease  of  the  Alex- 
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ander,  of  Greenock,  seized  by 
pirates,  who  murdered  the  master 
and  his  crew.  He  lost  no  time 
in  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  accounts  that  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Admiralty  to  Mr. 
Hervey,  our  envoy  at  the  court 
of  Spain.  The  letter,  which 
was  dated  the  1st  of  April,  di¬ 
rected  Mr.  Hervey  to  take  an 
immediate  opportunity  of  calling 
the  serious  attention  of  the  Spanish 
ministry  to  the  circumstances  nar¬ 
rated,  and  to  impress  on  them  the 
necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  this 
disgraceful  system.  On  the  14th 
of  May,  the  Spanish  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  intimated,  that  di¬ 
rections  had  been  given  for  the 
immediate  discovery  and  punish¬ 
ment  of  the  guilty  parties.  If,  in 
the  end,  it  should  be  found,  that 
the  Spanish  government  were  not 
able  to  put  down  this  system,  it 
would  then  devolve  on  the  British 
government  to  take  steps  for  that 
purpose.  But  it  would  have  led 
to  very  great  difficulty,  and  would 
have  involved  considerable  loss  of 
property,  if  hitherto  they  had 
taken  stronger  steps  than  they  had 
done. 

Notwithstanding  the  negocia- 
tions  with  Spain  and  the  exertions 
of  our  navy,  the  outrages  of  the 
pirates  continued  during  the  whole 
year;  and  towards  the  end  of  it 
an  opinion  prevailed  very  generally, 
that  the  measures,  which  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  had  taken  to  suppress  the 
mischief,  were  extremely  inade¬ 
quate.  One  great  topic  of  com¬ 
plaint  was,  that  the  captains  of 
our  frigates  on  the  West  Indian 
station,  allured  by  the  profits  which 
they  have  on  the  freight  of  bullion, 
were  more  assiduous  in  transport¬ 
ing  gold  and  silver  from  the  con¬ 
tiguous  ports  of  South  America, 
than  in  protecting  our  trade. 
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The  Alien  Bill  was  this  year  re¬ 
newed,  and,  as  usual,  met  with  a 
determined  opposition.  Mr.  Peel, 
in  introducing  it,  defended  its  ne¬ 
cessity  and  expedience,  on  the 
common  grounds.  “He  recollected,” 
he  said,  “  that  he  was  proposing  an 
alien  bill  at  a  time  when  the  coun¬ 
try  had  been  seven  years  at  peace, 
and  after  a  declaration  from  the 
sovereign,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  that  he  continued 
to  receive  assurances  of  the  favour¬ 
able  disposition  of  foreign  powers. 
But  every  man,  who  looked  back 
to  the  events  of  the  late  war,  the 
circumstances  of  the  contest,  and 
to  the  principles  which  had  pro¬ 
duced  it — every  one  who  dwelt 
upon  the  consequences  by  which 
that  war  had  been  attended,  upon 
the  subversion  of  ancient  dynasties 
and  the  establishment  of  new  ones, 
upon  the  growth  of  fresh  interests 
in  the  process  of  the  struggle,  and 
upon  the  mode  in  which  those  in¬ 
terests  had  been  affected  by  the 
transition  from  war  to  peace — every 
man  who  considered  those  facts, 
must  admit,  that  it  was  not  the 
mere  signature  of  a  treaty  of  peace, 
nor  even  the  duration  of  that 
peace  for  seven  years,  that  could  ex¬ 
tinguish  the  principles  which  had 
led  to  the  tumult,  or  conciliate  the 
various  interests  which  had  taken 
part  in  it.  Within  the  last  two 
years,  great  ferment  and  great  po¬ 
litical  agitation  had  existed  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  in  some  countries,  open  and 
absolute  revolution ;  in  others,  at¬ 
tempts  at  the  same  end,  through 
the  instrumentality  of  armed  forces 
and  secret  societies  ;  and  in  others, 
conspiracies  of  the  most  dangerous 
description,  which  the  wise  and 
timely  exertion  of  power  had  pre¬ 
vented  from  exploding.  The  con¬ 
sequence  of  those  conspiracies  and 
revolutionary  attempts  had  been 
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the  expatriation  of  persons  con¬ 
cerned  in  them.  Many  of  those 
individuals  had  sought  refuge  in 
this  country;  and,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  that  the  powers  of  the  alien 
hill  were  in  existence,  the  protec¬ 
tion,  which  they  asked,  had  not,  in 
any  instance,  been  denied  to  them. 
No  matter  what  might  be  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  man,  the  principles 
he  entertained,  or  the  associations 
with  which  he  was  connected.  On 
his  arrival  in  this  country,  there 
was  an  oblivion  of  the  past ; 
and  the  asylum,  which  he  looked 
for  upon  the  shores  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  had  not,  in  a  single  instance, 
been  refused.  Even  where  in¬ 
formalities  existed,  which  might 
have  borne  out  exclusion,  those 
informalities  had  never  been  taken 
advantage  of.  He  stated  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  because  he  wished  to 
show  that  England  had  not  forfeited 
her  character  for  hospitality.  If  in 
any  one  instance  the  powers  of  the 
act  had  been  employed,  it  had 
been  in  the  case  of  an  individual 
(general  Gourgaud)  who  had  come 
to  this  country,  not  for  protection, 
but  in  order  to  make  it  the  scene 
of  his  abominable  designs.  Hold¬ 
ing  in  his  hand  a  list  containing 
the  names  of  several  persons  im¬ 
plicated  in  the  events  to  which  he 
had  been  adverting,  he  did  not 
think  that  he  should  be  justified 
in  so  exhibiting  it  as  to  give  a  clue 
to  the  retreat  of  the  individuals  in 
question ;  but,  he  said,  not  a  con¬ 
spiracy  had  been  formed,  or  revo¬ 
lutionary  attempt  made,  for  the  last 
two  years,  which  had  not  thrown 
some  persons  upon  the  shores  of 
this  country.  The  fact  was,  that 
instead  of  the  alien  bill  operating  as 
a  terror  to  foreigners,  the  number 
of  aliens  had  increased  during  the 
time  of  its  operation.  In  the 
year  1818  there  had  been  22,000 


aliens  in  the  country :  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year,  the  number  exceeded 
25,000.  In  1819  the  increase  of 
arrivals  above  departures  had  been 
266;  in  1820  the  increase  had 
been  640;  in  1821  the  increase 
had  been  645 ;  and  in  the  five  ex¬ 
pired  months  of  the  present  year 
alone,  the  increase  had  been  no 
less  than  655.  It  was  impossible 
to  avoid  inferring  from  these  facts, 
that  the  alien  bill  had  not  operated 
in  any  way  to  prevent  the  resort 
of  foreigners  to  this  country,  either 
with  a  view  to  their  interests,  or 
to  escape  prosecution  for  their 
crimes.  He  hoped  that  he  should 
not  now  be  met  with  the  argu¬ 
ment,  that  the  increased  number 
of  aliens  formed  an  increased  rea¬ 
son  for  withholding  the  powers  of 
the  bill.  If  power  over  an  in¬ 
creased  number  of  persons  was  to 
be  called  an  increased  power,  then, 
had  the  number  of  aliens  dimi¬ 
nished  instead  of  increased,  he 
might  have  made  an  argument 
upon  that  diminution  of  power  in 
favour  of  his  measure ;  but  it 
would  be  most  unfair  to  convert  a 
proof  of  the  lenity  with  which 
the  act  had  been  used,  into  a  plea 
against  continuing  to  intrust  go¬ 
vernment  with  its  powers.  Under 
this  bill,  then,  he  might  engage  to 
secure  to  the  foreigner,  who  sought 
an  asylum  in  this  country,  an  obli¬ 
vion  of  the  past.  We  had  a  right 
to  say  to  aliens  f{  You  shall  not 
abuse  the  hospitality  of  these 
realms ;  you  shall  not  desecrate  the 
sanctuary  you  have  chosen,  by 
making  it  the  scene  of  future  con¬ 
spiracies  and  cabals.”  It  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  improper  to 
suffer  our  metropolis  to  become 
the  resort  of  all,  wTho  should  be 
disposed  to  enter  into  plots  against 
the  peace  of  states  with  which  we 
were  in  amity.  Were  the  present 
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alien  act  permitted  to  expire,  such, 
he  averred  on  the  responsibility  of 
a  minister,  would  be  the  case ;  and 
he  held  it  better  to  justify  the 
measure  which  he  was  about  to 
propose  by  precedents  and  an  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  kind  he  had  now  made, 
than  to  lay  before  a  secret  com¬ 
mittee  information  which  it  must 
always  be  desirable  to  conceal.  It 
was  with  a  view  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  evil  that  he  recommended 
the  measure  in  question  ;  in  bring¬ 
ing  it  forward  he  was  biassed  by 
no  partiality  or  prejudice,  or  any 
vague  surmise :  still  less  was  he 
influenced  by  any  suggestions  from 
foreign  courts.  No,  it  was  as  se¬ 
cretary  for  the  home  department, 
and,  by  virtue  of  that  office  alone, 
that  he  now  submitted  to  parlia¬ 
ment  the  wisdom  and  expediency 
of  renewing  those  powers,  under 
which  the  admission  of  foreigners 
to  this  country  had  been  regulated 
since  the  peace.  W  ith  regard  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  its  reme¬ 
dial  influence,  he  was  himself  ut¬ 
terly  at  a  loss  to  discover,  what 
there  was  about  it  to  challenge  so 
determined  an  opposition  as  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend.  One  of 
the  chief  provisions  of  the  bill  was 
that,  which  required  from  every  fo¬ 
reigner  landing  in  this  country  a 
statement  of  his  rank  and  situation 
in  life,  and,  in  default  of  such 
communication,  imposed  a  penalty 
on  the  ship-master  in  whose  vessel 
he  arrived.  The  more  material, 
however,  indisputably,  was  that 
conferring  on  the  Crown  a  power 
to  direct,  by  proclamation,  or 
order  in  council,  any  foreigner  to 
quit  the  kingdom.  In  case  of  dis¬ 
obedience,  he  was  at  first  subjected 
to  a  small  penalty,  still  retaining 
a  right  of  appealing  to  the  coun¬ 
cil  ;  after  which,  he  might,  if  he 
gave  no  satisfactory  explanation, 
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be  at  once  removed.  True  it  was, 
that  the  whole  measure  must  be 
regarded  as  a  departure  from  the 
ancient  laws  and  policy  of  our  go¬ 
vernment,  in  favour  of  which  a 
presumption  must  always  be  enter¬ 
tained  :  but  then  this  presumption 
must  necessarily  be  subordinate  to 
great  emergencies,  and  to  dangers 
of  a  peculiar  character.” 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  took  the 
lead  in  the  Opposition,  and  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Denman,  Mr. 
Scarlett,  sir  Robert  Wilson,  and 
sir  John  Newport.  Mr.  Peel  pre¬ 
vailed  by  a  majority  of  189  to  92. 

On  the  question  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  it  was  power¬ 
fully  assailed  by  sir  James  Mackin¬ 
tosh,  and  defended  by  Mr.  Plun¬ 
kett.  “  The  first  objection  to  it,” 
said  the  former,  “  was,  that  it  re¬ 
duced  to  a  complete  state  of  slavery 
about  25,000  foreigners,  now  resi¬ 
lient  in  the  British  dominions.  In 
the  second  place,  it  accustomed 
the  subjects  of  a  free  state  to  the 
spectacle  of  slavery,  and  by  inuring 
them  to  the  sight  of  rights  infringed 
and  injuries  unredressed  gave  a 
dangerous  example  of  slavish  suf¬ 
fering,  and  lessened  the  habit  and 
love  of  freedom.  Thus  it  was  one 
of  the  last  powers,  which  a  wise 
minister  could  desire,  or  a  free 
constitution  ought  to  establish. 
The  third  objection  was,  that  this 
bill  went  to  legalize  an  arbitrary 
power  which  might  be  exercised 
in  a  manner  ruinous  to  the  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  mischievous  to  the 
country,  by  driving  away  arti- 
zans  and  merchants,  who  enriched 
and  adorned  it,  to  a  foreign  land. 
In  the  fourth  place,  he  objected, 
because  the  measure  was  not  aided 
or  connected  by  any  of  the  legal 
and  instituted  means  of  detecting 
malice  and  falsehood.  I  he  fifth 
objection  was,  that  with  respect  to 
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humble  and  obscure  persons  coming 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
who  had  no  representatives  in  the 
legislature,  no  protectors  in  any  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country,  the 
abuse  of  the  power  was  not  only 
possible,  but  inevitable.  Under 
the  operation  of  this  measure,  poor 
and  friendless  foreigners,  who  were 
ignorant  of  the  language,  and  the 
usages  of  the  country,  might  be 
silently  withdrawn  —  might  be 
seized  and  exiled — without  pro¬ 
ducing  any  chasm  in  society,  any 
alarm  in  public  opinion.  They 
might  be  swept  away  from  our 
shore,  while  their  friends,  appre¬ 
hensive  of  the  same  fate,  would 
silence  their  tongues  and  hide 
their  trembling  heads.  In  short, 
there  was  no  security  against  the 
commission  of  wrong,  and  no  re¬ 
sponsibility  when  it  was  committed. 
But  the  evil  extended  much  far¬ 
ther.  It  did  not  merely  confer, 
but  diffuse  the  principle  of  tyran¬ 
ny  ;  it  scattered  an  odious  power 
over  the  ivhole  of  society :  it  gave 
not  to  one  or  two  only,  but  to  a 
multitude  of  persons  in  the  state, 
a  vexatious  and  tyrannous  autho¬ 
rity  over  the  comfort  and  security 
of  others.  All  this  evil,  besides, 
arose  not  from  the  abuse  but  the 
very  existence  of  the  power,  which 
must  in  its  nature  be  injurious  to 
the  security  of  individuals,  the 
integrity  of  testimony,  and  the 
decisions  of  justice.  This  was  not 
all.  Whether  the  power  was 
abused  or  not,  the  knowledge  of 
its  existence  would  deter  many 
illustrious  fugitives,  whom  the 
fiercest  oppression  drove  from  their 
native  shores,  from  seeking  an 
asylum  in  the  hospitality  of  this 
land.  Such  persons  would  trust 
not  to  men,  but  to  laws ;  not  to  will, 
but  to  principle  ;  they  could  know 
jit  tie  of  the  character  of  the  per¬ 


sons  who  wielded  the  chief  autho¬ 
rity  here  ;  but,  hearing  of  such  a 
law  as  this,  they  could  not  confide 
in  the  humanity  of  the  country : 
and  if  such  persons  did  trust  to 
our  faith,  and  throw  themselves 
on  our  protection,  they  came  with 
a  brand  on  their  forehead,  the 
mark  and  distinction  of  a  cruel 
and  barbarous  ingenuity  to  insult 
and  degrade  them.  It  was  also 
to  be  taken  into  the  account,  that 
the  bill,  as  now  proposed  to  be  re¬ 
newed,  arose  out  of  the  calamities 
which  had  befallen  the  fairest 
portion  of  Europe — the  oppression, 
domestic  and  foreign,  which  had 
desolated  Italy,  and  driven  her 
patriotic  youth,  notwithstanding 
the  existence  of  the  Alien  bill,  to 
seek  a  hospitable  asylum  on  our 
shore,  relying  on  the  former  cha¬ 
racter  of  England — trusting  to  her 
ancient  fame,  and  the  very  repu¬ 
tation  of  her  soil,  which  offered,  of 
old,  emancipation  to  the  slave  and 
security  to  the  fugitive.  But,  in¬ 
stead  of  this  generous  policy,  we 
were  now  planting  menacing  sen¬ 
tinels  at  the  gates  of  this  country, 
to  deter  the  victims  of  foreign  op¬ 
pression,  and  drive  them  back  from 
our  land  of  freedom  upon  the 
mercy  of  their  tyrants. 

“  He  took  the  ground  of  the  bill 
to  be  this — -the  minister  says,  that 
unless  a  power  be  vested  in  the 
crown  to  remove  foreigners  at 
pleasure,  conspiracies  will  be  en¬ 
tered  into  against  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  foreign  kingdoms. 
No  facts,  however,  had  been 
offered  in  support  of  this  allegation, 
which  rested  solely  on  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  minister  who  made 
it.  Now,  there  were  several 
things  assumed  in  it,  which  re¬ 
quired  explanation.  Tie  wished 
to  ask  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  whether  the  pre- 
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vention  of  conspiracy  against  foreign 
governments  was  a  duty,  which, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations, 
one  friendly  country  was  obliged 
to  perform  to  another,  and  whether 
the  neglect  of  that  duty  was  a 
legitimate  cause  of  complaint?  If 
they  replied,  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  prevent  such  conspiracies,  then 
he  maintained  that  it  was  likewise 
our  duty  to  use  means  to  detect 
them ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  have 
a  regular  establishment  of  spies  for 
that  purpose.  We  must  have  a 
department  of  spies  for  the  French 
government,  another  for  the  Rus¬ 
sian,  a  third  for  the  Austrian,  a 
fourth  for  the  Prussian,  and  a  fifth 
for  any  other  arbitrary  and  despo¬ 
tic  government  that  might  exist — 
indeed,  we  must  have  for  the 
Turkish  department  more  than  for 
any  other — for  that  most  sacred 
and  legitimate  government  seemed 
more  endangered  at  present  than 
all  the  rest-— a  battalion  of  spies 
regularly  arrayed,  organized,  pen¬ 
sioned,  and  rewarded.  No  man 
would  deny,  that,  if  we  were  hound 
to  accomplish  the  end,  we  were 
also  bound  to  use  the  necessary 
means.  But  he  denied,  that  we 
were  bound  to  accomplish  this 
end :  he  defied  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  to  find  a  single 
word  in  any  writer  on  the  law  of 
nations  warranting  such  a  conclu¬ 
sion.  If  we  were  hound  to  be 
thus  subservient  to  the  government 
of  foreign  nations,  we  were  hound 
also  to  go  much  farther :  we  were 
bound  to  expel  from  our  shores 
any  foreigner,  whom  they  thought 
proper  to  designate  as  a  person 
dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of 
their  states.  But,  in  1803,  when 
Buonaparte  made  such  a  demand 
of  us,  and  made  it  because  we  had 
then  an  Alien  bill  in  existence,  we 
manfully  resisted  it,  and  would  not 


consent  to  banish  the  Bourbons 
from  England,  though  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  it  was,  no  doubt,  a  just 
cause  of  alarm  to  that  extraordi¬ 
nary  character.  Indeed,  if  such  a 
principle  were  once  adopted,  a 
power  of  proscription  would  be 
given  to  every  foreign  government 
over  its  subjects  resident  in  this 
country,  which,  if  ever  denied, 
would  afford  just  grounds  of  hos¬ 
tility  to  the  party  refused.  In  the 
foreign  enlistment  bill,  we  had 
given  the  minister  authority  to 
prevent  any  armaments  being 
publicly  arrayed  in  this  nation 
against  any  foreign  power :  by  the 
present  bill  we  gave  him  still  far¬ 
ther  powers,  and  authorized  him 
to  prevent  any  secret  consultations 
against  them.  He  had  three  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  practice,  which  it 
was  now  attempted  to  establish : 
first,  that  it  had  no  foundation  in 
the  law  of  nations ;  secondly,  that 
it  was  not  warranted  by  ancient 
practice ;  and,  thirdly,  that  it  was 
a  surrender  of  the  sovereignty  of 
the  nation.  But  it  was  said,  that 
this  law  was  directed  againt  con¬ 
spiracies.  Conspiracies  against 
what,  and  by  whom  ?  And  first, 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  law 
itself?  It  was  a  law  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  party  that  was 
powerful,  and  entirely  fatal  to  the 
party  that  was  weak.  It  was  a 
law  framed  for  the  use  of  all  go¬ 
vernments,  however  despotic  and 
absolute,  and  against  all  nations, 
however  injured  and  oppressed. 
It  was  a  law  for  the  support  of  all 
who  were  prepared  to  carry  the 
monarchical  principle  of  govern¬ 
ment  with  fire  and  sword,  and 
scaffold,  and  dungeon,  against  the 
groans  and  struggles  of  every  suf¬ 
fering  people.  It  was  a  law  to 
uphold  those,  who  would  remorse¬ 
lessly  lay  waste  the  world,  and 
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against  the  extension  of  either 
sympathy  or  pity  to  generous  and 
innocent  subjects.  What,  too, 
were  to  he  the  qualifications  of 
the  parties  who  were  to  he  exposed 
to  its  penalties  ?  Were  they  those 
against  whom  the  heaviest  engine 
of  arbitrary  law  ought  to  be 
pointed  ?  No :  they  were  the  ex¬ 
pelled,  the  fallen,  the  miserable. 
The  strong  could  not  feel  it,  for, 
if  successful,  they  defied  its  power: 
the  triumphant  laughed  at  the 
edict :  it  could  then,  fall  only 
upon  those,  whose  fate  it  was,  to 
fly  from  a  tyranny  which  they 
were  unable  to  resist,  and  who 
were  then  to  he  thrown  hack, 
hopeless  and  helpless,  upon  the 
shores  of  the  barbarous  tyrants, 
from  whose  fangs  they  vainly 
thought  they  had  escaped.  And 
by  what  country  were  they  to  he 
so  cast  away  ?  By  England,  a 
nation  once  famed  for  its  generous 
hospitality,  and  always  renowned 
for  its  noble  spirit  of  liberty.” 

Mr.  Plunkett’s  answer  to  the  elo¬ 
quent  declamation  of  sir  J.  Mackin¬ 
tosh  was  in  a  much  less  fervent  strain. 
“  The  measure,  he  contended,  was 
not  one  of  novelty,  but  was  founded 
on  ancient  practice,  and  was  in¬ 
tended  to  regulate  that  practice 
according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  times.  Of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  power  to  send  aliens  out 
of  the  country  there  could  be  no 
doubt.  The  next  question  then 
was,  in  what  part  of  the  state  did 
this  power  reside?  If  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  power  were  admitted, 
he  thought  it  must  be  admitted 
that  its  exercise  rested  with  the 
executive  part  of  the  government. 
The  powers  of  the  crown,  in  ana¬ 
logous  cases,  were  so  distinct  and 
clear,  that  they  could  not  fail  to 
satisfy  any  person  who  directed 
his  mind  to  an  investigation  of  the 


subject.  The  allegiance,  which  an 
alien  proffered  to  the  supreme 
power  in  this  country,  was  condi¬ 
tional  and  temporary ;  and  in  this 
respect  it  differed  from  that  of  the 
native  born,  which  was  permanent. 
The  allegiance  of  the  alien  might 
be  withdrawn  when  he  himself 
chose  to  quit  the  country,  or 
when  his  sovereign  should  compel 
him  to  do  so.  Exactly,  therefore, 
in  proportion  as  the  allegiance  of 
the  alien  was  limited,  was  the 
protection  afforded  him  by  the 
crown  circumscribed.  The  terms 
were  reciprocal.  If  the  alien 
thought  our  government  was  a 
hard  task-master,  he  might  with¬ 
draw  himself  from  its  power ;  and 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  govern¬ 
ment  considered  the  alien  a  dan¬ 
gerous  subject,  it  might  compel 
him  to  depart  from  the  country. 
It  was  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  the  crown  to  prevent  its  sub¬ 
jects  from  leaving  the  country, 
which  was  done  by  a  writ  of  ne 
exeat  regno .  The  crown  could 
also  compel  subjects  resident  abroad 
to  return  hither ;  and  it  was  also 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to 
prevent  foreigners  from  entering 
the  country  without  a  safe  con¬ 
duct.  From  the  existence  of  these 
prerogatives,  it  might  reasonably 
be  inferred,  that  the  power  of 
sending  foreigners  out  of  the 
country  was  also  vested,  in  the 
crown.  The  exercise  of  the  power 
of  sending  aliens  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  properly  belonged  to  the  crown, 
on  many  accounts.  The  crown 
was  the  only  representative  of  the 
country  with  foreign  powers.  If 
a  subject  of  this  country  gave  of¬ 
fence  to  a  foreign  court,  complaint 
would  be  made  to  the  crown.  If 
the  offence  should  ultimately  lead 
to  hostilities,  the  crown  would 
have  to  declare  war.  His  lion. 
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and  learned  friend  had  declared 
himself  unsatisfied  with  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  prerogative.  He  would 
not  allow  it  to  have  existed  unless 
it  could  be  proved  by  ancient,,  un¬ 
interrupted  usage,  or  by  legislative 
enactments,  or  by  decisions  in 
Westminster-hall.  He  thought 
that  some  answer  had  been  given 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
upon  this  point  on  a  former  even¬ 
ing,  when  it  was  shown  that  five 
instances  of  the  exercise  of  this 
prerogative  had  occurred  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  however, 
said,  that  those  instances  were  too 
remote,  and  he  required  a  modern 
example.  It  was  not  fair  in  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  thus 
to  take  sanctuary  in  antiquity  when 
it  served  his  purpose,  and  to  turn 
it  away  from  him  when  he  could 
no  longer  profit  by  adhering  to  it. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  probable, 
that  any  decision  could  be  found 
in  Westminster-hall  applicable  to 
the  question ;  for  if,  as  he  con¬ 
tended,  the  prerogative  were  clear, 
it  was  not  likely  that  it  would 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  a 
contest  in  Westminster-hall.  Ele 
had  never  met  with  any  such  de¬ 
cision,  and  none  such  had  been 
cited  during  the  debate.  Ele  was 
convinced,  that  if  the  same  test 
were  applied  to  try  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown  in  dealing  with  alien 
enemies,  as  was  applied  to  try  that 
which  concerned  alien  friends,  it 
would  be  found  equally  vulnerable. 

With  respect  to  the  present  bill, 
did  it  close  the  door  against  aliens? 
Did  it  prevent  their  arrival  in  this 
country  ?  He  would  desire  to  be 
shown  the  part  of  the  bill  that 
would  go  to  that  extent.  He 
would  inform  the  House,  how  the 
bill  dealt  with  foreigners  coming 
to  this  country.  Let  members 
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hear  it  with  Christian  ears,  and 
refrain  from  tears  if  they  could ! 
Aliens,  upon  arriving  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  were  placed  under  the  hard, 
the  iron  necessity  of  giving  in 
their  names  and  receiving  a  cer¬ 
tificate  ;  and  then  they  were  at 
liberty  to  go  to  any  part  of  the 
kingdom  they  liked  best.  He  ad¬ 
mitted  that  this  regulation  might 
be  inconvenient  to  foreigners,  but 
it  was  not  the  enormous  grievance 
which  it  had  been  represented 
to  be.  In  his  opinion,  the  bill 
was  the  kindest  and  mildest  mea¬ 
sure  that  could  be  resorted  to.  It 
left  the  people  of  this  country  at 
liberty  to  exercise  that  hospitality, 
for  which  they  had  always  been 
celebrated  ,*  and  England,  under 
its  operation,  might  still  be  an 
asylum  for  the  oppressed  and 
persecuted  of  all  nations.  If 
the  act  had  not  been  resorted  to, 
a  system  of  police  more  severe 
than  had  ever  yet  been  known  in 
England  must  have  been  adopted, 
and  the  treatment  of  individuals 
would  have  been  much  more  ri¬ 
gorous  than  at  present.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  had  argued 
upon  the  hardship  of  denying  the 
accused  the  benefit  of  counsel, 
and  of  refusing  to  suffer  him  to 
meet  his  accusers  face  to  face.  Now 
he  appealed  to  the  candour,  to 
the  good  sense  of  the  House,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
those  privileges  could  be  conceded  ? 
The  Alien  act  did  not  require,  that 
a  person  should  be  accused  of  a 
precise  and  definite  crime.  Its 
object  and  policy  was,  to  provide, 
that  the  government  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  if  it  found  that  the  residence 
of  foreigners  was  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  might  be  empowered  to  re¬ 
move  them,  although  they  might 
not  be  charged  with  the  commis- 
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sion  of  any  specific  crime.  About 
25,000  foreigners  were  now  in 
the  country.  It  was  known,  that 
in  the  countries,  whence  many 
of  them  came,  revolution  was  at 
work.  Of  the  25,000  foreigners 
to  whom  he  had  alluded,  the 
greatest  part,  he  believed,  had 
come  here  for  the  best  purpose; 
he  considered  many  of  them  as 
useful  acquisitions  to  any  country, 
and  others  as  flying  here  as  to  a 
place  of  refuge  and  security.  But 
on  the  other  hand,  he  believed 
that  many  of  those  foreigners  en¬ 
tertained  dangerous  and  revolu¬ 
tionary  principles ;  and  against 
this  class  the  people  of  England 
had  a  right  to  be  protected. — His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  dwelt 
at  some  length  on  the  question  how 
far  persons  flying  to  this  coun¬ 
try  from  the  punishment  due  to 
crimes  committed  in  another 
country  had  a  claim  to  our  protec¬ 
tion.  But  let  that  question  be  de¬ 
cided  as  it  might,  he  thought  it 
would  be  conceded,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country  had  a 
right  to  secure  itself  from  being 
involved  by  those  persons  in  trans¬ 
actions,  which  might  break  in  upon 
our  engagements  with  other  na¬ 
tions.  This  was  not  giving  up  the 
constitution,  or  giving  up  freedom, 
for  the  same  constitution,  that  had 
given  us  liberty,  had  given  us  the 
power  of  preserving  it.  The 
more  free  our  constitution  was,  the 
more  unrivalled  were  our  privi¬ 
leges,  so  much  the  more  necessary 
it  was  to  guard  and  protect  them. 
It  was  true,  that  the  moment  a 
foreign  slave  landed  in  England, 
from  that  moment  he  was  free  ;  he 
was  under  the  protection  of  British 
laws,  and  entitled  to  the  security  of 
a  British  subject.  But  he  would 
say,  that,  if  those  privileges  were 
unalienable,  they  ought  to  be  pre¬ 


served  from  being  shared  with  per¬ 
sons  cast  out  of  other  nations  by 
their  crimes,  and  resorting  to  this 
country  not  merely  to  avoid  the 
punishment  due  to  those  crimes, 
but  to  make  it  the  theatre  of  their 
future  operations.  Such  a  power 
had  been  exercised  by  every  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world.  If  it  were  shown 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  British 
constitution,  then  he  was  prepared 
to  give  it  up  ;  but  he  contended, 
that  no  such  inconsistency  could 
be  found,  and  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  who  had  assumed 
it,  had  done  so  without  argument, 
and  without  authority. 

The  second  reading  was  carried, 
by  108  Ayes,  to  72  Noes. 

On  the  third  reading,  the  Ayes 
were  75,  the  Noes,  32. 

It  excited  little  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Peers ;  but  lords  Rosslyn, 
Thanet,  Holland,  and  Gage,  en¬ 
tered  their  protests  against  it. 

The  relations  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  her  foreign  dependencies, 
continued  unaltered  during  the 
present  year.  The  administration 
of  the  Ionian  islands,  which  had 
always  been  assailed  with  much 
unfounded  calumny,  was  now  more 
than  ever  the  object  of  dislike  to 
those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
condemning  it,  without  knowing 
why.  The  measures  which  had 
been  adopted,  in  order  to  restrain 
the  inhabitants  of  those  islands 
from  taking  part  in  the  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Turks  and  the  Greeks, 
were,  in  the  eyes  of  the  hypocriti¬ 
cal  zealots  of  freedom,  so  many 
crimes  of  the  deepest  dye  ;  nor 
could  these  sagacious  reasoners  be 
made  to  see,  that,  so  long  as  Eng¬ 
land  was  herself  neutral,  she  could 
not  permit  any  of  her  dependencies  to 
side  with  either  of  the  belligerents. 
On  the  14th  of  May,  Mr.  Hume 
repeated  to  the  House  the  state- 
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liients  which  he  had  made,  and 
which  had  been  refuted  in  the 
preceding  year ;  diversified  with 
additional  complaints  of  the  great 
expenses  of  sir  Thomas  Maitland’s 
administration,  and  with  two  or 
three  fresh  charges  of  acts  of  wan¬ 
ton  despotism.  This  speech  was 
the  preface  to  the  four  following 
resolutions. 

1.  cc  That  it  appears  by  docu¬ 
ments  upon  the  table  of  this  House, 
that  the  Ionian  Islands  were,  by  a 
treaty  signed  at  Paris  on  the  5th 
November,  1815,  between  the 
courts  of  Vienna,  St.  Petersburgh, 
London,  and  Berlin,  declared  f  to 
be  a  single,  free,  and  independent 
state,’  and  were  placed  under  the 
immediate  and  exclusive  protection 
of  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
that,  by  article  6  of  the  said  treaty, 

‘  his  Britannic  majesty  consents 
that  a  particular  convention  with 
the  government  of  the  said  United 
states  shall  settle,  according  to  the 
state  revenues,  all  matters  relative 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  fortresses 
now  existing,  as  well  as  to  the 
support  and  pay  of  the  British 
garrisons,  and  to  the  number  of 
men  who  are  to  compose  them  in 
time  of  peace.  The  said  conven¬ 
tion  shall  also  establish  the  rela¬ 
tions  which  are  to  take  place  be¬ 
tween  the  armed  force  and  the 
Ionian  government.’  That  by  arti¬ 
cle  12,  of  the  second  section  of  the 
7th  chapter  of  the  constitutional 
chart  of  the  United  states  of  the 
Ionian  Islands,  agreed  to  by  the  le¬ 
gislative  assembly  on  the  2nd  May, 
1817,  and  sanctioned  by  his  ma¬ 
jesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
it  is  settled,  f  that  all  expense  of 
quartering  the  regular  troops  of 
his  majesty,  the  protecting  sove¬ 
reign,  and  generally  speaking,  all 
military  expense  of  every  kind  to 
be  incurred  by  the  states  (as  far  as 


relates  to  the  3,000  men  therein 
named)  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  treasury  of  the  same.’ 

2.  “  That  it  appears  by  returns 
on  the  table  of  this  House,  that 
the  expenditure  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  military  establishments  in 
the  Ionian  Islands,  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  145,023/.  in  the  year 
1817 ;  and  to  120,045/.  in  1818, 
exclusive  of  the  expense  for  trans¬ 
ports,  relief  of  troops,  passage  mo¬ 
ney,  and  other  charges  which 
have  not  been  laid  before  the 
House. 

3.  “  That  it  is  expedient,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
United  kingdom,  that  the  military 
expense  incurred  for  the  Ionian 
Islands,  should  be  paid  from  the 
revenues  of  those  Islands,  and  re¬ 
gulated  agreeably  to  the  stipula- 
lations  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  5  th 
November  1815,  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Ionian  states, 
agreed  to  on  the  2nd  May,  1817 
and  sanctioned  by  his  majesty. 

4.  “  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  di¬ 
rect  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
the  government  of  the  Ionian  Is¬ 
lands,  the  causes  of  the  general  dis¬ 
affection,  and  of  the  numerous  ar¬ 
rests  and  banishments  which  have 
taken  place  there,  and  for  what 
reasons  the  inhabitants  were  dis¬ 
armed,  and  martial  law  proclaimed.” 

Mr.  Wilmot  proved  satisfactorily, 
that  the  supposed  facts,  on  which 
Mr.  Hume  relied,  were  complete 
misrepresentations.  As  the  first 
two  resolutions  were  mere  asser¬ 
tions,  he  moved  the  previous  ques¬ 
tion  on  them ;  the  third  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  division  ;  on  the 
fourth  the  House  divided ;  when 
the  Ayes  were  67,  and  the  Noes, 
152. 

A  bill  was  introduced  by  the 
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ministers  on  the  2 Oth  of  June,  to 
regulate  the  trade  and  government 
of  Canada.  It  consisted  of  three 
parts.  One  applied  to  Canada  those 
principles  of  free  trade,  which,  by 
an  act  already  mentioned,  were 
this  year  extended  to  our  West  In¬ 
dian  colonies.  A  second  class  of 
provisions  related  to  the  distribu¬ 
tion  and  appropriation  of  certain 
duties  between  the  two  provinces 
of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada.  The 
third  and  most  important  part  of 
the  bill  new-modelled  the  constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Canadas,  as  fixed  by  the 
act  of  179 L  and  was  intended  to 
bring  the  two  provinces  into  a 
closer  union,  by  incorporating  their 
legislatures,  to  promote  the  gene¬ 
ral  prosperity  by  the  abolition  of 
the  feudal  tenures,  and  to  diffuse 
the  English  language,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  English  constitution, 
more  uniformly  among  all  the 
classes  of  the  population.  This 
part  of  the  measure  was  keenly  op¬ 
posed  by  sir  James  Mackintosh, 
and  other  members  of  Opposition. 
They  founded  their  objections  not 
on  the  intrinsic  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  new  arrangement,  but  on 
the  period  when  it  was  brought 
forward ;  contending,  that  time 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  people 
of  the  Canadas  to  express  their 
feelings  and  wishes  on  the  subject. 
All  the  merchants  of  London,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Canadas,  petitioned 
in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  some  of 
those,  who  usually  resisted  the  go¬ 
vernment  (Mr.  Ellice  for  example, 
and  sir  F.  Burdett),  thought  that 
its  provisions  were  marked  by  a 
spirit  of  liberality  highly  honour¬ 
able  to  those  who  had  brought  it 
forward,  and  that  it  ought  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  sanction  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Still  sir  James  Mackintosh,  and 
those  who  adopted  his  notions,  per¬ 


sisted  in  their  metaphysical  objec¬ 
tions  :  so  that  the  ministers  found, 
that  a  measure,  which  had  been 
brought  forward  with  the  purest 
and  most  patriotic  views,  could  not 
be  passed  in  the  face  of  a  most 
strenuous  opposition,  except  under 
circumstances  which  might  disturb 
or  alienate  the  feelings  of  the 
Canadians.  They  were  thus  re¬ 
duced  to  the  necessity  of  separating 
the  bill  into  two  parts.  That 
which  contained  the  enactments 
concerning  trade  and  the  appor¬ 
tionment  of  duties,  was  passed: 
the  other,  which  new-modelled 
the  constitution,  was  postponed. 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  expressed  very 
earnestly  his  regret,  that  the 
theoretical  nicety  of  a  few  of  his 
friends,  should  have  succeeded  in 
preventing  or  delaying  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  great  practical  benefits, 
which  would  have  resulted  from 
an  union  of  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  under  one  provincial 
legislature. 

This  was  not  the  only  instance, 
in  which  ministers  showed  an 
anxious  desire  to  improve  the 
condition  of  our  foreign  depen¬ 
dencies.  A  commission  was  sent 
out  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
settlements  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Mauritius,  and  Ceylon, 
and  also  into  the  administration  of 
criminal  justice  in  the  Leeward 
Islands.  Mr.  Hume  wished  that 
the  inquiry  should  be  extended  to 
Trinidad,  with  a  view  to  the  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  Spanish  jurisprudence 
in  that  island ;  but  he  finally 
desisted  from  pressing  this  proposi¬ 
tion. 

During  this  session,  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners,  who  had 
been  sent  out  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales,  was  laid  before  parliament. 
It  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Bigg, 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[175 


and  filled  two  hundred  folio  pages. 
In  it,  the  reporter  accompanies  the 
convicts  from  the  shores  of  Eng¬ 
land  on  their  passage  out,  to  their 
landing  in  the  region  of  their 
banishment.  He  then  pursues 
them  through  their  several  em¬ 
ployments  in  the  public  service,  or 
in  that  of  individuals,  whether 
free  settlers,  or  emancipated  con¬ 
victs.  He  describes  the  course  and 
objects  of  their  work — the  super¬ 
intendence  and  discipline  to  which 
they  are  subjected — the  inefficacy 
of  both  towards  any  sensible  ame¬ 
lioration  of  their  vicious  and 
abandoned  habits — and  after  en¬ 
larging  freely  on  what  he  con¬ 
ceives  to  be  the  errors  and  abuses 
of  the  local  government  in  its 
treatment  of  this  worse  than  bar¬ 
barous  population,  he  recommends 
the  adoption  of  a  series  of  whole¬ 
some,  or  at  least  plausible,  changes 
in  the  future  arrangements  of  the 
colony,  and  in  the  exercise  of  those 
extensive  powers,  which  are  un¬ 
avoidably  lodged  with  the  governor 
of  such  a  community,  at  such  a 
distance  from  home. 

The  following  are  some  of  the 
most  important  results  of  Mr. 
Bigg’s  observations.  It  seems  to 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  severe 
and  stern  control,  which  once  dis¬ 
tinguished  the  treatment  of  con¬ 
victs,  both  by  the  officers  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  by  the  resident  ma¬ 
gistracy,  has  been  of  late  years 
much  relaxed.  The  increasing 
numbers,  both  of  the  criminal  and 
the  respectable  population,  have 
been  assigned  as  the  principal 
cause  of  this  misfortune.  As  the 
free  settlers  have  multiplied  rapidly, 
even  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
the  convicts,  the  public  sefety  of  the 
settlement  is  of  course  less  endan¬ 
gered,  than  at  an  early  period  of  its 
-existence.  Moreover,  the  convicts 


now  exceed  ten  times  their  origi¬ 
nal  number ;  at  least  4-5ths  of 
them  are  of  necessity  permitted  to 
go  at  large  for  several  hours  of 
each  day,  and  those  inhabiting  the 
towns  of  the  settlement,  are  allow¬ 
ed  to  congregate  when  they  are 
not  employed  at  work.  It  is  plain, 
therefore,  that  the  same  degree  of 
rigorous  and  constant  superintend¬ 
ance  would  neither  be  supported 
by  the  same  stimulus  of  natural 
alarm,  nor  could  be  applied,  were 
it  even  thought  necessary,  with 
the  same  success  as  at  first.  In¬ 
stead  of  being  landed  as  formerly, 
on  a  desert  coast,  with  only  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  and  a  band 
of  constables  to  superintend  them, 
each  cargo  of  criminals  now  finds  a 
large  assortment  of  old  colleagues 
in  vice — a  considerable  town  with 
all  the  resources  of  licentiousness 
to  give  play  to  their  depraved  and 
inveterate  habits — and  a  body  of 
free  inhabitants  fast  rising  into 
wealth,  that  their  propensity  to 
fraud  or  force  may  not  want 
matter  for  indulgence.  Thus, 
transportation  to  New  South 
Wales  has  ceased  to  afford  the 
means  either  of  punishing  crime, 
or  of  reforming  the  criminal.  So 
large  a  body  as  nearly  4,500  con¬ 
victs  of  both  sexes  were  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1820,  inhabiting  in  or 
about  Sydney  alone  ;  and  to  show 
what  progress  had  been  made 
towards  a  purification  of  their  old 
practices,  the  magistrates  were 
obliged  to  sentence  and  punish 
(exclusive  of  those  who  were  tried 
by  the  superior  courts)  1,317  of 
these,  or  rather  more  than  two  in 
seven ! 

It  wrould  appear  that  the  most 
powerful  motive  to  industry  and 
sobriety  in  the  convicts,  viz.  the 
hope  of  improving  their  condition 
through  the  practice  of  these 
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homely  virtues,  has  been  but 
rarely  or  injudiciously  called  into 
action  by  the  colonial  government. 
From  the  want  of  steadiness  or 
sagacity,  neither  mildness,  nor 
coercion,  have  been  so  managed  as 
to  exhibit  their  just  effects  ;  the  one 
having  generally  produced  ungrate¬ 
ful  insolence ;  the  other,  idle  des¬ 
peration.  As  a  summary  of  the 
whole  amount  of  converts  to 
decency  ■ —  though  even  among 
them,  according  to  a  respectable 
clergyman,  the  generality  “  resi¬ 
dent  on  their  own  property  are 
poor  and  immoral,  with  little  reli¬ 
gion  among  the  best,  and  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  it  among  the  greater 
part,”— even  of  such,  there  could 
pe  calculated  no  more  than  about 
g67?  out  of  a  total  of  4,376  "  re¬ 


mitted”  convicts ;  that  is,  of  con¬ 
victs,  who,  either  having  been 
pardoned,  or  having  completed 
their  period  of  penal  service,  had 
become  residents  in  the  colony. 

The  female  convicts  practise 
universally  and  openly  the  most 
brutal  prostitution. 

The  chief  remedy,  which  Mr. 
Bigg  recommends  for  the  evils 
which  he  has  pointed  out,  is,  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  convicts, 
instead  of  being  collected  in  Syd¬ 
ney,  and  the  four  or  five  other 
towns  of  the  colony,  should  be 
transported  to  three  new  settle¬ 
ments  on  the  coast,  not  affording 
the  means  of  indulgence  to  profli¬ 
gacy,  and  there  subjected  to  a 
more  penal  system  of  administra¬ 
tion. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Motions  respecting  Sir  Robert  Wilson's  Dismissal — The  Queen's  Fu¬ 
neral — Mr.  Hunt’s  Imprisonment — The  Conduct  of  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough — Prorogation  of  Parliament ,  and  Speech  from  the 
Throne— -His  Majesty’s  Visit  to  Scotland — Death  of  Lord  London¬ 
derry — His  Funeral — His  Character — Mr.  Canning  succeeds  him ■ — 
Other  Official  Appointments— Foreign  Stocks. 


BESIDES  the  proceedings  of 
which  we  have  given  an 
account,  some  other  subjects  were 
brought  before  parliament,  which 
excited  keen  debate,  though  in 
themselves  of  little  or  no  intrinsic 
importance.  Early  in  the  session, 
sir  Robert  Wilson  made  a  motion 
concerning  his  own  dismissal  from 
the  service.  The  gallant  general 
entered  into  a  full  explanation  of 
his  conduct  on  the  14th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1821,  and  moved  for  “copies 
of  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  between  him  and  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  others, 
on  the  subject  of  his  dismissal.” 
Ministers  resisted  this  motion,  not 
on  the  positive  demerits  of  sir 
Robert  Wilson,  but  on  the  consti¬ 
tutional  prerogative  of  the  king 
to  erase  from  the  army-list  any 
officer  in  the  service,  no  matter 
whether  he  had  purchased  his 
commissions  or  not.  The  House 
coincided  with  their  view  of  the 
question,  by  a  division  of  199 
against  97,  leaving  a  majority 
against  sir  Robert’s  motion  of  102. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  Mr. 
Bennet  moved,  that  the  respect  and 
solemnity,  which  by  antient  custom 
were  observed  at  the  funerals  of 
queens  of  England,  had  been  un¬ 
necessarily  and  indecorously  vio- 
Vol.  LXIV. 


lated  at  the  funeral  of  her  late 
majesty,  queen  Caroline. 

Mr.  Peel  gave  a  triumphant  re¬ 
futation  to  all  the  charges  which 
were  brought  forward:  and  even  Dr. 
Lushingtonwas  forced  to  make  such 
admissions,  as  overthrew  the  alleged 
reasons  by  which  the  motion  was 
supported.  It  was  accordingly 
negatived  without  a  division. 

Many  petitions  were  presented, 
praying  the  House  of  Commons 
to  interfere  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Hunt, 
who  was  still  a  prisoner  in  Ilches- 
ter  gaol ;  and  sir  Francis  Burdett 
made  a  formal  motion  to  the  same 
effect.  The  misconduct  of  the 
governor  of  Ilchester  gaol,  and  the 
exertions  of  Mr.  Hunt  in  exposing 
his  alleged  mal-practices,  were  the 
principal  arguments  urged  to  show 
that  the  period  of  confinement,  to 
which  the  latter  had  been  sen¬ 
tenced,  ought  to  be  shortened. 
Mr.  Peel  resisted  the  motion  stre¬ 
nuously  ;  and  declared,  that  even 
if  the  House  voted  an  address  to 
the  effect  now  sought,  he  would 
not  advise  the  crown  to  accede  to 
it.  Sir  Francis’s  proposition  was 
of  course  rejected. 

In  this  session,  also,  as  in  the 
former,  the  conduct  of  the  bishop 
of  Peterborough  was  rendered  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  House 
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of  Lords,  in  consequence  of  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  a  clergyman  of  the 
name  of  Grimshawe,  complaining 
that  he  had  been  excluded  from 
his  preferment  in  the  diocese  of 
Peterborough,  because  he  had 
been  unable  to  answer  satisfactorily 
87  questions,  propounded  by  the 
reverend  prelate.  Lord  Dacre  in¬ 
troduced  the  petition  with  a  speech 
of  some  length,  in  which  he  de¬ 
scribed  the  course  pursued  by  the 
bishop,  as  unusual,  uncanonical, 
illiberal,  and  in  opposition  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  The 
bishop  of  Peterborough  defended 
the  right  of  every  prelate  to  exa¬ 
mine  both  candidates  for  orders, 
and  also  ordained  clergymen  seek¬ 
ing  admission  into  his  diocese,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  latter  had  obtained 
from  his  former  diocesan  a  certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  correctness  of  his  life 
and  morals,  and  of  the  conformity 
of  his  religious  opinions  to  the 
articles  and  liturgy  of  the  church. 
Mr.  Grimshawe  had  not  obtained 
any  such  certificate  of  conformity, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  that  testi¬ 
monial,  he  felt  himself  fully  jus¬ 
tified  in  propounding  the  questions 
alluded  to,  which  were,  however, 
strictly  regulated  by  the  liturgy 
and  the  39  articles.  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  charged  the  reverend  prelate 
with  sophistry  and  subterfuge,  and 
maintained,  that,  if  the  power  of 
examination  claimed  by  him  had 
a  legal  existence,  it  ought  to  be 
abolished.  The  earl  of  Harrowby 
hinted  his  disapprobation  of  the 
course  taken  by  the  bishop,  but  the 
lord  chancellor  warmly  defended 
it.  The  earl  of  Carnarvon  spoke 
shortly,  taunting  the  reverend 
bench  (which  he  said  was  unusually 
crowded)  with  its  silence  upon  an 
occasion  so  interesting  to  the  whole 
order.  After  the  petition  had  been 
laid  on  the  table,  lord  Dacre  moved 


that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  se¬ 
lect  committee#  The  House  di¬ 
vided  without  further  debate,  when 
the  numbers  were,  contents  19 — 
not-contents  58. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  the  par¬ 
liament  was  prorogued  by  his  ma¬ 
jesty  in  person.  The  peers  at¬ 
tended  in  their  full  robes,  and  the 
foreign  ambassadors  in  the  state- 
dresses  of  their  respective  courts. 
A  little  after  two  o’clock,  the  king 
entered  the  House  in  his  parlia¬ 
mentary  robes,  wearing  the  crown, 
and  took  his  seat  on  the  throne. 
The  duke  of  Wellington  carried 
the  sword  of  state.  The  earl  of 
Liverpool  as  prime  minister,  the 
lord  chancellor,  and  the  archbi¬ 
shop  of  Canterbury,  took  their 
stations  near  the  throne.  The 
Commons  were  immediately  [sum¬ 
moned,  who  appeared  at  the  bar  in 
considerable  numbers,  preceded  by 
the  Speaker.  The  right  hon.  gen¬ 
tleman,  on  presenting  some  bills 
for  the  royal  assent,  entered  into 
a  review  of  the  labours  of  the  late 
session ;  he  dwelt  particularly  on 
the  attention  which  had  been  paid 
to  the  finances,  on  the  great  re¬ 
mission  of  taxation  which  had  been 
effected,  and  on  the  benefit  de¬ 
rived  from  the  reduction  of  the 
five  per  cent  annuities.  He  also 
alluded  to  the  state  of  Ireland  a«s 
reported  by  lord  Wellesley  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  and 
to  the  measures  which  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  adopt.  After 
this,  he  adverted  to  the  subse¬ 
quent  famine,  and  the  means 
which  ministers  had  employed  to 
mitigate  it;  concluding  his  brief 
epitome  of  the  labours  of  the  ses¬ 
sion,  by  declaring  that  “the  Com¬ 
mons  had  performed  their  duty, 
and  hoped  that  they  would  meet 
the  public  approbation.”  The 
royal  assent  was  then  given  in  the 
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usual  form  to  the  several  bills 
which  the  Commons  had  brought 
up ;  after  which,  his  majesty,  in 
a  clear,  audible  tone,  delivered 
the  following  speech  from  the 
throne : — 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

I  cannot  release  you  from  your 
attendance  in  Parliament,  without 
assuring  you  how  sensible  I  am  of 
the  attention  you  have  paid  to  the 
many  important  objects  which 
have  been  brought  before  you  in 
the  course  of  this  long  and  labori¬ 
ous  session. 

“  I  continue  to  receive  from 
foreign  powers  the  strongest  assur¬ 
ances  of  their  friendly  disposition 
towards  this  country  ;  and  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  believing,  that 
the  differences  which  had  unfor¬ 
tunately  arisen  between  the  court 
of  St.  Petersburg  and  the  Otto¬ 
man  Porte  are  in  such  a  train  of 
adjustment  as  to  afford  a  fair  pros¬ 
pect  that  the  peace  of  Europe  will 
not  be  disturbed. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons ; 

“  I  thank  you  for  the  supplies 
which  you  have  granted  me  for 
the  service  of  the  present  year, 
and  for  the  wisdom  you  have  ma¬ 
nifested  in  availing  yourselves  of 
the  first  opportunity  to  reduce  the 
interest  of  a  part  of  the  national 
debt,  without  the  least  infringe¬ 
ment  of  parliamentary  faith. 

“  It  is  most  gratifying  to  me 
that  you  should  have  been  enabled, 
in  consequence  of  this,  and  of 
other  measures,  to  relieve  my 
people  from  some  of  their  bur¬ 
thens. 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

“  The  distress  which  has  for 
some  months  past  pervaded  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  Ireland,  arising 


principally  from  the  failure  of  that 
crop  on  which  the  great  body  of 
the  population  depends  for  their 
subsistence,  has  deeply  affected 
me. 

“  The  measures  which  you  have 
adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  suf¬ 
ferers  meet  with  my  warmest  ap¬ 
probation  ;  and,  seconded  as  they 
have  been  by  the  spontaneous  and 
generous  efforts  of  my  people,  they 
have  most  materially  contributed 
to  alleviate  the  pressure  of  this 
severe  calamity. 

“  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  these  exertions  have 
been  justly  appreciated  in  Ireland, 
and  I  entertain  a  sincere  belief 
that  the  benevolence  and  sympathy 
so  conspicuously  manifested  upon 
the  present  occasion  will  essen¬ 
tially  promote  the  object  which  I 
have  ever  had  at  heart- — that  of 
cementing  the  connexion  between 
every  part  of  the  empire,  and  of 
uniting  in  brotherly  love  and  af¬ 
fection  all  classes  and  descriptions 
of  my  subjects.” 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  de¬ 
clared  the  parliament  prorogued  to 
the  8th  of  October.  It  was  sub¬ 
sequently  further  prorogued  by 
proclamations ;  so  that  it  did  not 
again  assemble  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year. 

On  the  10th  of  August  his 
majesty  embarked  at  Greenwich, 
for  Scotland,  on  board  the  Royal 
George  Y acht.  Off  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  a  smart  gale  coming  on, 
the  royal  squadron  put  into  that 
port  for  some  hours,  and  after¬ 
wards  setting  sail,  reached  Leith 
on  the  15th.  The  king  having 
landed,  proceeded,  accompanied  by 
the  different  officers  of  the  city 
and  an  immense  concourse  of  peo¬ 
ple,  to  the  ancient  palace  of  Holy- 
rood-house,  where  the  lord  provost, 
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magistrates,  and  town  council  of 
Edinburgh  presented  a  congratu¬ 
latory  address. 

On  the  17th,  his  majesty  held 
a  court,  which  was  numerously 
attended ;  and  on  the  20th,  a  levee 
at  which  the  addresses  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  public  bodies  in  Scotland 
were  received.  On  the  22nd,  he 
repaired,  accompanied  by  a  grand 
procession,  from  the  palace  of 
Holyrood-house  to  the  castle, 
escorted  by  the  Highland  clans 
under  their  respective  leaders  in 
full  tartan  costume.  On  arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  castle,  salutes  were 
fired.  On  the  23rd,  he  reviewed 
the  troops  on  Porto  Bello  sands, 
amid  an  immense  assemblage  of 
his  Scottish  subjects.  On  the  24th, 
the  king  made  his  appearance  at  a 
ball  given  by  the  peers  at  the  as¬ 
sembly  rooms,  and  on  the  following 
day  dined  with  the  corporation  in 
the  parliament  house.  At  this 
dinner  the  lord  provost  was 
knighted,  and  his  majesty  address¬ 
ed  the  company  as  follows f<  I 
am  quite  unable  to  express  my 
sense  of  the  gratitude  which  I  owe 
to  the  people  of  this  country  ;  but 
I  beg  to  assure  them,  that  I  shall 
ever  remember,  as  one  of  the 
proudest  moments  of  my  life,  the 
day  I  came  among  them,  and  the 
gratifying  reception  which  they 
gave  me.  I  return  you,  my  lord 
provost,  my  lords  and  gentlemen, 
my  warmest  thanks  for  your  at¬ 
tention  this  day ;  and  I  can  assure 
you,  with  truth,  with  earnestness, 
and  sincerity,  that  I  shall  never 
forget  your  dutiful  attention  to 
me  upon  my  visit  to  Scotland,  and 
particularly  the  pleasure  I  have 
derived  from  dining  in  your  hall 
this  day.” — On  Sunday,  the  26th, 
his  majesty  attended  the  Pligh 
Church]  and  soon  after  service, 
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proceeded  to  Dalkeith.  On  the 
27th,  he  embarked  at  Queensferry, 
near  the  earl  of  Hopetoun’s,  and 
immediately  set  sail  for  the  Thames, 
where  the  royal  squadron  arrived 
on  the  30th.  His  majesty  landed 
at  Greenwich,  and  immediately 
proceeded  to  Carlton-house  amid 
the  congratulations  of  his  people. 

This  excursion  to  his  Northern 
dominions,  of  which  more  minute 
details  will  be  found  in  the  Chro¬ 
nicle,  gave  his  majesty  much  gra¬ 
tification  :  but  his  satisfaction  was 
allayed  by  his  receiving  on  his 
arrival  at  Leith,  the  melancholy 
news  of  the  unexpected  and  tragi¬ 
cal  death  of  the  marquis  of  Lon¬ 
donderry.  This  event  occurred 
at  his  lordship’s  residence  at 
Foot’s  Cray,  on  the  morning  of 
Monday,  the  12th  of  August. 
His  physician,  doctor  Bankhead, 
on  the  Friday  evening  preceding, 
had,  at  lady  Londonderry’s  re¬ 
quest,  waited  on  his  lordship  at 
St.  James’s-square,  and  found  the 
head  of  his  patient  so  confused, 
and  his  pulse  so  irregular,  that  he 
ordered  him  to  be  cupped :  this  ope¬ 
ration  accordingly  was  performed 
and  seven  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
from  him.  After  this,  the  family 
departed  for  Foot’s  Cray,  doctor 
Bankhead  having  promised  to  fol¬ 
low  them  on  the  next  day.  At 
seven  o’clock  on  the  ensuing  even¬ 
ing,  doctor  Bankhead  arrived ;  and 
having  gone  directly  to  lord  Lon¬ 
donderry’s  room,  who  had  remain¬ 
ed  in  bed  all  day,  his  lordship  im¬ 
mediately  said,  it  was  very  odd 
that  he  should  come  to  his  room 
first,  without  having  gone  to  the 
dining  room ;  to  which  the  doctor 
answered,  that,  having  dined  in 
town,  he  did  not  wish  to  disturb 
the  family  at  dinner.  His  lord- 
ship  then  said,  that  the  doctor  look- 
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ed  very  grave,  as  if  something 
unpleasant  had  happened,  and 
begged  to  know  what  it  was  ;  the 
doctor  said,  that  he  had  nothing  of 
the  kind  to  tell,  and  was  very 
much  surprised  at  the  manner  of 
putting  the  question ;  upon  which 
his  lordship  apologized,  adding 
that  “  the  truth  was,  he  had  rea¬ 
son  to  be  suspicious  in  some  de¬ 
gree,  but  hoped  that  the  doctor 
would  be  the  last  person  to  engage 
in  any  thing  that  would  be  injuri¬ 
ous  to  him.”  The  doctor  continued 
in  the  house  all  the  next  day,  and 
did  not  leave  his  lordship,  till  half¬ 
past  twelve  o’clock  on  Sunday 
night.  He  then  retired  to  rest  in 
a  room  very  near  his  lordship. 
On  Monday  morning  about  seven 
o’clock,  being  summoned  to  attend 
his  lordship  in  his  dressing-room, 
he  entered  just  in  time  to  save 
him  from  falling ;  his  lordship 
said,  Bankhead,  let  me  fall  upon 
your  arm, — ’tis  all  over.” — and  in¬ 
stantly  expired.  He  had  cut  his 
throat  with  a  pen-knife. 

A  coroner’s  inquest  was  held 
upon  the  body.  The  maid,  who 
was  in  personal  attendance  on 
lady  Londonderry,  gave  clear  and 
positive  evidence,  that  his  lordship 
had  been  for  some  days  in  a  state 
of  mental  derangement.  Dr. 
Bankhead’s  testimony  was  equally 
decisive  on  the  same  point.  The 
jurors  having  viewed  the  body,  and 
heard  the  evidence,  unanimously 
returned  a  verdict  to  the  following 
effect : — “  That  on  Monday,  Aug. 
the  12  th,  and  for  some  time  pre¬ 
viously,  the  most  noble,  Robert, 
marquis  of  Londonderry,  laboured 
under  a  grievous  disorder,  and  be¬ 
came  in  consequence  delirious  and 
of  insane  mind;  and,  whilst  in 
that  state,  he  inflicted  on  himself, 
with  a  knife,  a  wound  in  the  neck, 
of  which  he  instantly  died.” 


After  the  verdict  was  delivered, 
the  coroner  read  a  letter,  dated 
on  the  9th  of  August,  addressed  to 
doctor  Bankhead,  by  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  requesting  the  doctor 
to  call  on  lord  Londonderry  on 
some  pretext  or  other  ;  for  his  con¬ 
duct  at  the  council  on  that  day, 
had  been  so  strange,  that  he  cer¬ 
tainly  was  under  some  temporary 
mental  delusion,  occasioned  by  the 
severe  pressure  bf  business.  The 
duke  ended  by  declaring  the  com¬ 
munication  to  be  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial,  and  begged  that  its  subject 
might  not  be  revealed  to  any  one. 
After  the  fatal  event  had  taken 
place,  various  circumstances  were 
recollected  by  friends  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  indicating  the  incoherence 
of  his  mind. 

His  lordship  was  buried  on 
Tuesday  the  20th,  in  Westminster 
Abbey,  between  the  graves  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox.  Although  the 
funeral  was  considered  a  private 
one,  it  was  attended  by  a  number 
of  the  carriages  of  the  nobility,  and 
by  all  his  colleagues  in  office  who 
were  then  in  London.  The  lord 
chancellor  showed  deep  emotion. 
When  the  coffin  was  removed  out  of 
the  hearse  for  interment  at  the 
Abbey,  some  miscreants,  mixed  with 
the  multitude  who  were  assembled 
on  the  occasion,  raised  a  shout,  which 
echoed  loudly  through  every 
comer  of  the  Abbey !  Had  this 
been  the  spontaneous  ebullition  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people,  we 
should  have  deplored,  not  the  un¬ 
popularity  of  the  departed  states¬ 
man,  but  the  brutal  debasement  of 
our  countrymen.  After  such  a 
display  of  diabolical  exultation, 
their  public  applause  would  thence¬ 
forth  have  been  condemnation  and 
disgrace ;  their  dislike,  the  best 
praise,  the  surest  tribute  to  worth. 
The  horrid  shout,  however,  that 
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was  heard  on  this  occasion,  was 
not  that  of  the  mob :  it  came  from 
a  few  abandoned,  probably  hired 
ruffians ;  and  it  excited,  among  the 
great  body  of  the  by-standers,  dis¬ 
gust  and  abhorrence.  Lord  Lon¬ 
donderry  had  never  been  a  wooer 
of  popular  favour;  but  his  cha¬ 
racter  was  too  manly  and  noble  to 
be  generally  disliked ;  and,  if  he 
was  not  positively  popular,  he  at 
least  possessed  the  public  respect  in 
the  very  highest  degree — in  a 
degree  much  more  than  sufficient 
to  protect  his  remains  from  con¬ 
tumely  and  insult.  By  a  few  in¬ 
deed  of  the  lowest  of  our  political 
ruffians,  he  might  be  hated.  They 
who  would  be  Thistlewoods,  if 
they  had  the  courage — they  who 
have  all  the  qualities  of  traitors, 
except  the  requisite  daring — these 
men  hated  him,  because  they  feared 
him  ;  and  they  and  their  emissaries, 
when  they  saw  his  remains  con¬ 
signed  to  the  grave,  amid  the  tears 
of  the  associates  of  his  private  and 
public  life,  raised  a  shout  of 
triumph,  which  seemed  the  louder 
by  reason  of  the  awful  stillness  of 
the  funeral  solemnity.  But  this 
shout,  which  was  intended  as  an 
insult  to  him,  disgraced  only 
themselves,  and  proved  to  the 
whole  world  what  manner  of  men 
they  were,  to  whom  the  marquess 
of  Londonderry  had  been  an  object 
of  hatred. 

As  a  practical  statesman,  lord 
Londonderry  possessed  many  of  the 
qualities  that  constitute  a  great 
man — firm  faith  to  political  friends 
—decision  of  purpose — indefatig¬ 
able  industry — spotless  integrity. 
To  merchants  and  others,  who  had 
occasion  to  make  representations  to 
government,  an  interview  with 
lord  Londonderry  was  always  more 
satisfactory,  than  with  any  other 
official  man.  He  communicated 


to  them,  they  said,  without  sub¬ 
terfuge  or  evasion,  the  course 
which  he  meant  to  pursue,  and 
what  he  once  said  might  be 
depended  on  with  undoubting  con¬ 
fidence.  There  was  in  his  method  of 
transacting  business,  much  clear¬ 
ness,  arrangement,  and  steadiness, 
mixed,  however,  with  so  much 
kindness,  that  he  made  every 
foreign  minister  his  personal  friend. 
He  had  been  for  many  years  in 
direct  communication  with  the 
sovereigns  of  the  continent  and 
their  ministers :  he  possessed  the 
regard  of  all,  and  the  confidence 
and  attachment  of  many  of  them. 
Prince  Metternich  declared,  that 
to  him  the  death  of  lord  London¬ 
derry  was  as  the  death  of  a  brother. 
In  his  capacity  of  ministerial 
leader  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
he  so  conducted  himself,  that  even 
his  most  strenuous  opponents  could 
not  entertain  one  hostile  feeling 
towards  him.  There  was  never 
any  rancour  in  his  attacks  or  his 
replies ;  he  was  always  firm,  some¬ 
times  severe,  but  never  coarse  or 
personal ;  and  there  was  a  noble¬ 
ness  in  his  manner,  a  grace  in  his 
person,  a  suavity,  and  a  sincerity, 
that  gave  weight  and  effect  to 
every  thing  he  said.  Some  loose 
metaphors,  and  ill-chosen  phrases, 
were  occasionally  made  the  subject 
of  ridicule  and  reproach ;  but  there 
was  no  speaker  who  answered  an 
antagonist  with  more  ingenuity 
and  art  than  lord  Londonderry. 
Often,  too,  when  roused,  or  when 
he  had  to  speak  upon  an  affecting 
or  heroic  topic,  he  displayed  a  feel¬ 
ing  and  an  eloquence  that  did 
honour  to  his  oratory  and  heart. 
But  whatever  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  might  be  entertained  with 
respect  to  Iris  public  character, 
there  was  but  one  sentiment,  one 
opinion  with  respect  to  his  private 
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virtues.  As  a  man,  he  was  all 
that  was  excellent  and  engaging — 
an  affectionate  husband — a  polite 
and  finished  gentleman — a  kind 
landlord — a  mild  and  indulgent 
master,  beneficent  to  the  poor,  and 
so  affable,  that  every  individual, 
however  inferior  his  rank,  felt 
himself  at  his  ease  the  moment  he 
addressed  him.  These  virtues 
found  their  earthly  reward  in 
the  strong  attachment  felt  to  him 
by  his  numerous  private  friends. 

There  were,  however,  two  re¬ 
spects,  in  which,  as  a  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  he  was  deficient. 
First,  he  did  not  possess  a  suf¬ 
ficiency  of  acquired  knowledge  on 
those  subjects  which  came  within 
his  department ;  and,  secondly, 
the  events  of  his  life  had  drawn 
him  into  so  close  a  connexion 
with  foreign  ministers  and  sove¬ 
reigns,  that  there  was  some  reason 
to  apprehend,  that  he  might,  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  concur  too 
far  in  their  plans,  or  not  declare 
his  dissent  from  them  so  soon  and 
with  so  much  firmness  as  he  ought. 
Having  had  much  intercourse  with 
the  great  monarchs  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  at  a  time  when  their  in¬ 
terests  and  views  were  completely 
identified  with  our  own ;  having 
witnessed  their  zeal  for  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  common  enemy ;  and 
having  received  from  them  nu¬ 
merous  testimonies  of  esteem  and 
friendship ;  he  must  naturally  have 
reposed  much  confidence  in  the 
purity  of  their  intentions,  and  have 
entertained  towards  them  senti¬ 
ments  of  kindness  and  gratitude, 
which  could  not  but  make  him 
slow  to  manifest,  on  the  part  of 
England,  any  aversion  to  their 
views  or  any  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  their  way.  The 
situation  of  the  world,  however, 
was  now  so  different  from  what 
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it  had  been  seven  years  before, 
that  the  policy  of  Austria  and 
Russia  might  assort  very  ill  with 
that  which  the  honor  and  interests 
of  England  prescribed.  Fie  who 
is  best  qualified  to  be  a  negotiator 
at  a  general  congress,  may  not 
be  the  man  into  whose  hands  the 
foreign  relations  of  a  free  country 
will  be  best  intrusted.  At  the 
very  moment  of  lord  London¬ 
derry’s  death,  the  sovereigns  of 
the  continent  were  adopting  a  po¬ 
licy  towards  Spain,  which  Eng¬ 
land  could  not  approve ;  and 
though  he  would  never  out  of 
complaisance  have  forgotten  the 
duties  of  an  English  minister,  yet 
Ms  private  feelings  and  habits 
might  have  rendered  him  too  slow 
in  suspecting,  too  qualified  and 
hesitating  in  declaring  his  and  our 
disapprobation. 

Another  general  congress  was 
to  be  held  at  Verona  in  October  ; 
at  which  lord  Londonderry  had 
been  destined  to  represent  Eng¬ 
land.  The  duke  of  Wellington 
was  now  appointed  to  this  im¬ 
portant  function.  Flis  grace  set 
out  for  Verona  on  the  17th  of 
September. 

To  find  a  successor  to  lord 
Londonderry’s  situation  in  the 
ministry  was  a  more  arduous  task. 
Mr.  Canning  was  universally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  the  individual  best 
qualified  for  the  vacant  post — to 
be  indeed  the  only  person,  who 
was  in  any  degree  equal  to  it.  If 
he  was  in  some  respects  inferior 
to  him  who  had  last  filled  it,  yet 
in  rhetorical  talent,  at  least,  he 
was  decidedly  superior  ;  and  ora¬ 
tory,  which  everywhere,  but  espe¬ 
cially  in  free  governments,  covers 
a  multitude  of  sins,  though  not 
very  useful  to  a  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  is  the  most  im¬ 
portant  requisite  in  a  leader  of 
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the  House  of  Commons.  It  was 
rumoured,  however  (probably  with¬ 
out  any  reason),  that  the  king  was 
exceedingly  unwilling  to  admit 
Mr.  Canning  into  the  cabinet,  and 
that  the  lord  chancellor  was  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  act  with  him  as  a 
colleague.  For  some  time,  the 
matter  remained  in  suspense.  Mr. 
Canning’continued  his  preparations 
for  his  departure  for  India ;  and 
at  a  public  dinner  given  to  him  at 
Liverpool,  on  the  30th  of  August, 
he  declared  that  he  knew  no  more 
of  the  future  political  arrangements 
of  the  country,  than  any  of  those 
who  heard  him,  and  that  no  pro¬ 
position  with  respect  to  the  vacant 
office  had  been  made  to  him.* 
However,  in  September,  he  was 
nominated  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs. 

A  new  governor-general  was 
now  to  be  found  for  India.  Lord 
Amherst  and  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck,  were  the  two  candidates  for 
the  appointment.  The  former  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  though  the  latter  by  sound- 


*  The  following  was  the  language 
used  by  Mr.  Canning  on  this  occasion  : 
— I  know  nothing  ;  I  have  heard  no¬ 
thing  more  than  all  of  you,  gentlemen, 
of  any  political  arrangements  likely  to 
arise  from  the  present  state  of  things. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  presume  that  I 
should  be  in  any  degree  concerned  in 
such  arrangements :  nor  to  do  any 
thing  which  should  appear  to  imply 
such  a  presumption.  I  have,  there¬ 
fore,  neither  proposed  to  defer  this 
meeting  with  my  constituents,  fixed, 
as  you  know,  many  months  ago ;  nor 
have  I  suspended  my  preparations  for 
departure;  nor  have  I  any  ground 
beyond  those  which  lie  open  in  com¬ 
mon  to  me  and  to  all  the  world,  for 
apprehending  that  that  departure  is 
likely  to  be  intercepted.  It  will  not 
be  expected  of  me  that  I  should  say 
any  thing  of  what  might,  in  a  contrary 
supposition,  be  the  decision  which  it 
would  become  me  to  form.  I  can  only 
declare  with  the  most  perfect  sincerity, 


ness  of  judgment,  by  great  political 
and  military  experience,  and  by 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Indian 
affairs,  was  perhaps  better  fitted 
than  any  other  individual,  for  that 
most  responsible  situation.  There 
is  no  office,  the  nomination  to 
which  should  be  more  carefully 
defended  from  the  influence  of 
court  favour,  than  that  of  Governor 
General.  How  vast  are  the  in¬ 
terests  which  may  be  put  in 
hazard  by  a  single  injudicious  ap¬ 
pointment  to  that  situation !  Should 
a  critical  moment  arrive,  an  em¬ 
pire  may  he  lost,  before  a  person 
can  be  sent  out  equal  to  the  exi¬ 
gencies  that  may  have  occurred. 
Years  indeed,  may  pass  away, 
without  calling  forth  any  peculiar 
talent  in  the  supreme  ruler;  hut 
no  man  can  tell  but  that  at  any 
moment  circumstances  may  spring 
up,  in  which  the.  safety  of  our 
Eastern  empire  will  depend  on  the 
energy  and  capacity  of  him  who  is 
at  its  head :  and  if  such  circum¬ 
stances  should  arise,  and  there 


that  such  a  decision  would  be  formed 
by  me  upon  an  honest  and  impartial 
review  of  public  considerations  alone  ; 
and  would  be  determined,  not  by  a 
calculation  of  my  interests,  but  upon  a 
balance  of  my  duties. 

u  Gentlemen,  enough  of  this  topic, 
upon  which  I  might  still  perhaps  have 
hesitated  to  utter  a  word,  if  I  had  not 
been  informed  that  my  silence  respect¬ 
ing  it  upon  a  former  occasion  has  been 
misinterpreted.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
now  be  misinterpreted  the  other  way  ; 
and  that  having  been  understood *as 
ostentatiously  abjuring  office  at  home, 
from  my  not  adverting  to  the  possibi¬ 
lity  of  its  being  proposed  to  me,  I  may 
not  now  be  considered  as  on  the  other 
hand  expressing  an  anxiety  for  office, 
by  the,  I  hope  sufficiently  measured, 
allusion  w  hich  I  have  found  myself  at 
last  compelled  to  make  to  surmises,  of 
which  I  am  not  the  author,  but  the 
object.” 
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should  then  be  found  at  the  helm 
an  individual  unfit  for,  and  un¬ 
trained  to  anything  beyond  the 
routine  of  a  court,  or  the  inoffen¬ 
sive  idleness  of  domestic  life,  how 
frightful  the  wreck  that  may  en¬ 
sue  !  Even  in  the  most  tranquil 
times,  the  difference  between  a 
mere  common-place  administration, 
and  one  which  has  a  man  of  genius 
or  of  enlarged  views  at  its  head,  is 
infinitely  greater  in  a  country, 
where,  as  in  India,  the  whole 
frame  of  society  is  dependant  upon, 
and  subject  to  be  modified  by  the 
political  authorities,  than  we,  who 
are  governed  by  fixed  laws  and  in¬ 
stitutions,  rather  than  by  men, 
can  well  conceive. 

Whatever  may  be  the  services 
for  which  the  country  may  be 
hereafter  indebted  to  Mr.  Canning, 
as  secretary  of  state,  it  may  be 
affirmed  with  no  small  confidence, 
that  India  sustained  a  heavy  loss, 
in  not  having  him  for  her  go¬ 
vernor-general.  His  versatility  of 
talent,  his  love  of  knowledge,  his 
exemption  from  prejudice,  his  faci¬ 
lity  in  receiving  new  ideas,  and 
comprehending  new  systems,  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  rendered 
his  Indian  administration  an  sera  of 
beneficent  improvements. 

A  change  took  place,  also,  in  the 
embassy  to  Vienna.  Lord  Stewart, 
upon  succeeding  to  the  title  of  his 
brother,  tendered  his  resignation, 
and  was  replaced  by  sir  Henry 
Wellesley. 

A  remarkable  feature  of  the 
present  year,  was  the  extent  to 
which  speculation  in  foreign  secu¬ 
rities  was  carried,  and  the  great 
variations  which  took  place  in 
their  value.  Besides  a  multitude 
of  European  loans  —  Russian, 
Prussian,  Spanish,  Danish,  Nea¬ 
politan — some  of  the  new  states  of 
South  America  came  into  the 


money  market  and  found  ready 
credit.  In  the  month  of  May,  the 
government  of  Chili  raised  in  Lon¬ 
don,  a  loan  of  a  million  sterling. 
Their  bonds  for  100/.,  which  ori¬ 
ginally  were  sold  for  70/.,  rose  to 
75,  to  80,  and  even  to  90 ;  so  that 
the  first  speculators  in  them  ob¬ 
tained  enormous  profits.  The 
Peruvian  deputies,  too,  appeared  in 
the  character  of  borrowers ;  they 
contracted  for  a  loan  of  two  mil¬ 
lions  sterling,*  and  such  was  the 
rage  for  this  species  of  gaming, 
that  their  bonds  for  100/.,  when 
first  brought  into  the  market,  were 
sold  at  88  and  90-  Nay,  an  adven¬ 
turer  of  the  name  of  Gregor  Mac 
Gregor,  who,  though  a  British 
subject,  chose  to  assume  the  title 
of  Cacique  or  King  of  Poyais, 
found  persons  who  were  weak 
enough  to  engage  to  advance 
200,000/.  to  his  nominal  state, 
on  the  faith  of  its  imaginary  reve¬ 
nues,  and  who  actually  paid  a  con¬ 
siderable  deposit  on  the  loan.  It 
was  towards  the  end  of  October; 
and  the  beginning  of  November, 
that  this  spirit  of  mad  speculation 
was  at  its  height.  At  that  time  all 
foreign  stocks  bore  extremely  high 
prices.  The  market  for  several 
months  before  had  presented  an 
uniform  and  almost  uninterrupted 
progress  towards  improvement. 
The  new  loans,  that  had  been 
brought  out,  had  been  so  well  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  respective  contrac¬ 
tors,  that  all  who  obtained  shares 
in  them,  or  purchased  early,  had 
been  considerable  gainers;  and  this 
fact  being  known,  every  day  in¬ 
vited  new  adventurers.  The  im¬ 
pulse  was  increased  by  the  acces¬ 
sion  of  many  members  of  the  Stock 
Exchange,  men  of  great  wealth 
and  enterprise,  to  the  transactions 
of  the  foreign  market.  They 
could  not  deal  largely  in  these 
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securities  without  first  becoming 
buyers,  and  their  purchases  were 
of  a  magnitude  perfectly  new  to 
the  persons  before  engaged  in 
similar  transactions.  An  advance 
without  limit  was  the  visionary 
prospect  that  filled  the  mind  of 
every  speculator,  and  many,  who 
probably  could  not  have  raised 
fifty  pounds  on  their  personal  se¬ 
curity,  entered  into  time  bargains 
for  as  many  thousands,  and  felt  no 
doubt  that  the  result  would  raise 
them  into  sudden  wealth.  Real 
purchases  by  men  of  property  and 
consideration  were  also  made  to  a 
very  great  extent,  particularly  in 
the  scrip  of  the  new  loans,  which 
was  held  on  small  deposits,  but 
gave  the  benefit  of  the  advance  on 
the  whole  sum.  On  this,  too,  it 
was  not  difficult  to  raise  money 
from  some  of  the  bankers  and 
capitalists,  with  which  further 
transactions  could  be  undertaken. 
At  this  period  it  was  known  that 
a  congress  was  about  to  assemble 
at  Verona,  and  that  as  the  affairs 
of  Europe  were  to  be  discussed,  it 
was  reasonable,  at  least,  to  expect, 
that  warlike  rumours  would  be 
circulated,  whatever  confidence 
might  exist  that '  the  congress 
would  leave  the  world  as  they 
found  it.  Accordingly,  these 
rumours  produced  for  some  time  no 
sensible  effect.  Before  the  end  of 
'Nov.,  however,  the  money  market 
exhibited  a  very  different  aspect. 
The  first  alarm  given  to  it,  was  the 


CIS  TE  R,  1822. 

doubt  thrown  on  the  validity  of  M. 
Zea’s  contract  for  the  Colombian 
loan ;  and  the  fall,  which  followed 
in  that  stock,  gave  a  foretaste  to 
the  speculators,  of  the  reverses  to 
which  the  traffic  in  foreign  securi¬ 
ties  was  exposed.  This  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  news  of  the  change 
of  policy  in  the  French  ministry, 
and  of  their  threat  of  invading 
Spain.  A  series  of  panics  ensued, 
which  convulsed  every  money 
market  in  Europe,  and  their  effect 
was  everywhere  increased  by  the 
mutual  operation  of  one  market  on 
the  others.  The  price  of  all  foreign 
stocks  fell  rapidly  ;  and  thousands 
were  ruined  or  impoverished  by 
the  change.  The  extreme  points 
of  the  fluctuations  in  the  principal 
securities,  from  the  middle  of  Oc¬ 
tober  to  the  beginning  of  December, 
may  be  stated  to  have  been  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — Spanish  stock  of  1820,  87  to 
65;  of  1821,  73  to  53  ;  Colombian 
stock,  97  to  09 ;  Chilian  bonds,  90 
to  75;  Russian  scrip,  91  to  82; 
Prussian  nearly  the  same  ;  Neapo¬ 
litan  scrip,  84  to  75,  &c.  Of  the 
European  securities,  those  of  Spain 
sustained  the  greatest  depression. 
The  reason  is  obvious:  not  only 
had  very  large  sums  been  lately 
borrowed  by  that  countiy ;  but  it 
was  Spain  which  was  threatened 
with  the  more  immediate  danger; 
and  her  securities,  having  been  the 
principal  medium  of  speculation 
here,  had  been  forced  more  than 
the  rest  above  their  real  value. 
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France — Opening  of  the  Session  of  the  Chambers  in  November  1821—“ 
— Budget  for  1822 — Anti-Ministerial  Address  to  the  King  voted  by 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies — Opposition  of  the  Ministers  to  this  Address 
— Kings  Answer — Resignation  of  the  Due  de  Richlieu  and  his  Col¬ 
leagues — New  and  Ultra-Royalist  Ministry — Causes  of  the  downfall 
of  the  late  Ministry — Various  Discussions  in  the  Chamber  of  Depu¬ 
ties — M.  de  Reyronnet  brings forward  a  Law  for  regulating  Journals 
and  periodical  Writings — Mode  in  which  the  proposal  of  this  Law 
was  received — Remarks  on  its  Nature — Law  for  the  General  Regula¬ 
tion  of  the  Press — Character  of  the  Debates  on  these  Laws  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies — Talleyrand’s  Speech  against  them — They  are 
passed  by  large  Majorities — Opening  of  a  new  Session  of  the  Cham¬ 
bers  in  June  1822 — Estimated  Budget  for  1823- — Debates  on  Com¬ 
mercial  Policy ,  on  the  internal  Police  of  the  Country ,  and  on  the  Policy 
of  France  towards  Spain — Remarkable  Language  held  by  the  Mi¬ 
nister  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  the  Subject  of  Spain — Remarks  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Opposition  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  year — Internal  disturbances*— Conspiracies  at  Saumur  and  Bel¬ 
fort — Carons  Conspiracy — Conspiracies  at  Toulon }  Rochefort ,  Brest , 
and  Nantes — General  Berthon  s  Conspiracy  ;  its  origin  and  progress  ; 
it  breaks  out  at  Thouars  ;  Berthon  marches  upon  Saumur  ;  his  fai¬ 
lure— Trial  of  Berthon  and  his  Associates — Circumstances  connected 
with  this  Trial ;  attempt  to  implicate  some  eminent  Members  of  the 
Opposition  in  Berthons  projects  ;  punishment  of  an  advocate  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  defend  Berthon — Conspiracy  of'  La  Rochelle — Its  alleged 
Connexion  with  the  System  of  the  Carbonari  ;  its  origin  :  its  discovery  ; 
trial  of  the  Conspirators — Remarks  on  these  Trials — Numerous  and. 
Intemperate  Prosecutions  for  Offences  of  the  Press— Violent  jealousy 
of  the  French  Ministry— Tumults  in  Paris — Changes  in  the  Subor¬ 
dinate  Functionaries — New  Elections  of  Deputies — Congress  of 
Verona — Subjects  of  Discussion  at  the  Congress — Results  of  the 
Congress — The  conduct  of  France  towards  Spain — Difference  of 
views  between  M.  de  Montmorency  and  M.  de  Villele — Resignation 
of  M.  de  Montmorency— Note  of  M.  de  VilUJe  ic  the  French  Am¬ 
bassador  at  Madrid. 

f  1 1HE  elections  of  the  autumn  crease  of  strength;  and  the  seces- 
A  of  1821  gave  to  the  ultra-  sion  of  Villele  and  Corbieres  from 

loyalist  party  a  considerable  in-<  the  duke  de  Richlieu,  left  them  at 
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full  liberty  to  exert  the  whole  of 
their  force  against  his  cabinet. 
They  were  confident  that  the  mi-, 
nistry  could  not  stand  without 
their  aid ;  and  they  hoped;  that 
they  themselves  would  soon  obtain 
possession  of  that  power,  which 
their  late  colleagues  could  not 
long  hold.  The  result  showed,  that 
they  had  calculated  well. 

The  king  opened  the  session  of 
the  chambers  on  the  5  th  of  No¬ 
vember  1821,  with  a  speech  (see 
p.  525)  in  which  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction  with  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  the  general  aspect  of 
European  politics.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  of  the  measures  which  first 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  de¬ 
puties,  was  the  budget,  which  was 
laid  before  them  by  the  minister 
of  finance  on  the  27th  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  estimates  for  1822,  ex¬ 
ceeded  upon  the  whole,  those  of 
the  former  year.  The  charge  for 
the  consolidated  debt  was  in  the 
present  year  228,864,566f.  being  a 
diminution  of  188,204f.  on  that 
head  of  charge  for  1821.  The 
charge  for  the  civil  list  and  royal 
family,  was  34,000,000f.  The 
floating  annuities  were  1 0,400,000f, 
being  400,Q00f.  less  than  the  last 
year.  In  the  pension-list,  a  di¬ 
minution  had  taken  place  of 
l,242,925f.  The  charge  for  the 
Legion  of  honour  was  3,400,000f. ; 
10,000,000f.  were  wanted  to  defray 
interest  due  on  certain  securities. 
The  expenditure  under  the  head 
of  “  Presidency  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers,”  was  fixed  at  180,000f. 
On  the  disbursements  for  the  mi¬ 
nistry  of  justice,  which,  in  1821, 
amounted  to  17,879,500f.,  an  aug¬ 
mentation  had  become  necessary,  in 
consequence  of  the  addition  of  a 
seventh  chamber  to  the  tribunal  of 
the  first  instance  in  Paris.  The 
estimate  for  the  ministry  of  foreign 


affairs  was  7,870,  OOOf.,  being 
15,000f.  beyond  the  expenditure  of 
1821  ;  and  that  for  the  home  de¬ 
partment  112,085, OOOf.  being  an 
increase  of  3, 145, 81 4f.  The  charge 
in  the  war  department  was 
176,472, OOOf.,  being  an  increase  of 
l,735,400f.  The  estimate  for  the 
marine  departmentwas52,980,000f. 
being  an  excess  of  7, 020, OOOf.  to 
be  incurred  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  navy  in  a  complete 
state  of  repair.  The  charge  for 
the  finance  department  was 
138,846,880f.  being  an  excess  of 
l,975,595f.  compared  with  the 
budget  for  the  last  year.  The  sum 
total  of  the  estimates  for  1822  was 
8 8 9, 5 4 1,3  4  Of.  presenting  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  7,306,066f. 

The  minister,  after  stating  these 
various  charges,  proceeded  to  de¬ 
tail  his  ways  and  means.  He  stat¬ 
ed  that  great  advantages  had  re¬ 
sulted  to  the  treasury  from  the 
sale  of  rentes  in  August,  which 
would  render  it  unnecessary  any 
longer  to  have  recourse  to  the 
issue  of  extraordinary  securities, 
and  had  determined  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  pay  the  reconnois sauces  of 
liquidation  in  money.  The  total  of 
the  ways  and  means  was  stated  at 
890, 000, 03 3f.  exceeding  the  pre¬ 
sumed  demands  by  a  sum  of 
458,693f. 

It  must,  however,  be  observed, 
that  there  were  two  heads  of  ex¬ 
pense  in  the  budget  for  1821 — 
Public  Instruction,  and  the  General 
Directorship  of  Gunpowder  and 
Saltpetre  (see  Annual  Register, 
vol.  LXIII,  p.  133)  amounting  to¬ 
gether  to  more  than  five  millions 
of  francs — which  were  not  taken 
into  account  by  the  minister  in  his 
estimates  for  the  present  year. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ministers 
were  attacked  daily ;  and  animosity 
to  them  produced  a  seeming 
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union  between  the  ultra-loyalists 
and  the  most  vehement  of  the  li¬ 
beral  faction.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month  the  struggle  for  superio¬ 
rity  was  decided  ;  for  on  the  26th 
of  November  the  chamber  of  De¬ 
puties  voted  in  a  secret  committee, 
by  a  majority^  176  to  98,  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  king,  which  the  go¬ 
vernment  used  their  utmost  efforts 
to  defeat.  This  important  address 
was  in  the  following  words  : 

“  Sire,— Your  faithful  subjects, 
the  deputies  of  the  departments, 
approach  the  foot  of  the  throne 
with  the  profound  expression  of 
their  devotion  and  respect ;  to 
which  they  are  happy  to  be  able 
to  add  that  of  truth,  which  a  le¬ 
gitimate  king  is  alone  worthy  of 
hearing. 

“  Your  sorrows.  Sire,  have  been 
those  of  all  France;  she  consoles 
herself,  with  her  king,  on  the 
sacred  cradle  in  which  reposes  the 
heir  of  our  love,  and  that  of  your 
example.  This  infant  will  accom¬ 
plish  the  promises  of  his  birth,  and 
the  desires  of  your  tenderness.  He 
will  grow  up  under  your  eyes  for 
the  public  happiness ;  and,  full  of 
your  mind,  he  will  unite  all  hearts. 

“  We  congratulate  you.  Sire, 
upon  your  continued  amicable  re¬ 
lations  with  foreign  powers,  in  the 
just  confidence  that  a  peace  so  pre¬ 
cious  has  not  been  purchased  by 
sacrifices  incompatible  with  the 
honour  of  the  nation,  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  your  crown. 

“  The  benevolent  thoughts  of 
your  majesty  extend  to  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  which  afflict  Europe.  Fo¬ 
reigners  as  well  as  Frenchmen, 
bless  the  protecting  hand  which 
aids  them  for  the  honour  of  hu¬ 
manity.  Let  religion,  let  the  in¬ 
terests  of  subjects  weigh  fully  in 
the  scale  of  a  generous  policy,  and 
these  calamities  will  find  a  term. 


“  Thanks  are  due,  Sire,  to  your 
tutelary  foresight !  Our  menaced 
frontiers  invoke  it  in  their  peril  ; 
they  solicit  the  most  effectual  and 
rigorous  measures  to  close  every 
channel  of  introduction  to  the  con¬ 
tagion. 

“  The  prospect  of  our  internal  si¬ 
tuation  ;  tlje  progress  of  industry 
and  of  the  arts ;  the  new  life  pro¬ 
mised  to  commerce  by  increased 
facilities  of  communication ;  the 
riches  of  the  public  treasury,  which 
increase  our  credit ;  the  progres¬ 
sive  reduction  of  taxation,  which  a 
more  extensive  economy  will  still 
further  alleviate ;  the  hope  of  re¬ 
nouncing  provisional  measures,  and 
the  first  steps  made,  under  your 
auspices,  towards  a  regular  system 
of  administration  ;  the  order  and 
discipline  of  a  faithful  army,  which 
honour  and  a  love  of  its  king  have 
invincibly  attached  to  its  banners ; 
all  these  features  united  form,  sire, 
a  picture  of  general  prosperity, 
well-calculated  to  affect  the  pater¬ 
nal  heart  of  your  majesty. 

“  Organs  of  the  gratitude  and 
filial  pity  of  your  subjects,  we  do 
not  fear  that  we  shall  diminish  a 
joy  so  pure,  by  causing  to  be  heard 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne  the  res¬ 
pectful  complaints  of  the  agricul¬ 
tural  interests,  that  fruitful  nurse 
of  France.  Their  continually  in¬ 
creasing  distress  in  the  departments 
of  the  east,  west,  and  south,  proves 
the  inefficacy  of  the  tardy  precau¬ 
tions  which  are  opposed  to  the  fatal 
introduction  of  foreign  corn. 

“  An  interest  not  less  urgent 
affects  the  first  necessities  of  your 
subjects.  Full  of  those  generous 
sentiments,  which  your  majesty  has 
known  how  to  read  in  their  hearts, 
they  claim  the  completion  of  your 
gracious  views.  They  await  those 
necessary  institutions  without 
which  the  charter  cannot  exist. 
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They  demand  of  its  immortal  au¬ 
thor  that  the  whole  of  our  laws 
may  be  placed  in  harmony  with 
the  fundamental  law. 

“  Then,  Sire,  all  the  wishes  of 
your  majesty  will  be  accomplished; 
the  passions  will  calm  of  them¬ 
selves,  and  mistrust  will  vanish. 

“  The  monarchical  and  consti¬ 
tutional  spirit,  which  is  the  spirit 
of  France,  will  attain,  without 
effort,  that  unity  of  views  which 
your  high  wisdom  recommends  to 
us.  A  government  constant  in  its 
principles,  and  firm  and  sincere  in 
its  course,  will  ensure  the  glory 
and  stability  of  that  throne  which 
has  been  so  nobly  styled  by  your 
maiesty  the  protector  of  public 
liberty.” 

This  address  was  intended  to  be 
a  solemn  condemnation  of  both  the 
domestic  and  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  existing  cabinet.  The  debate 
upon  it  was  long  and  violent. 

M.  de  Serre  is  said  to  have 
mounted  the  tribune  three  times, 
in  order  to  oppose  different  parts 
of  it.  M.  Laine,  too,  spoke  at 
great  length,  and  met  with  evident 
marks  of  disapprobation  from  the 
right  side.  M.  de  Villele  did  not 
vote.  There  were,  more  espe¬ 
cially,  three  passages  which  minis¬ 
ters  wished  to  change,  the  first 
was — in  the  just  confidence  that 
a  peace  so  precious,”  &c.  ce  You 
may  well  say,”  replied  the  minis¬ 
terial  party,  “  that  you  trust ;  but 
the  expression  means  that  you  dis¬ 
trust — language  unbecoming  on 
your  part,  and  misplaced  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  king.”  The  rejoinder 
was  strictly  constitutional- — that 
the  expression  did  not  apply  to  the 
king,  but  to  his  ministers ;  and 
M.  Labourdonnave  (a  royalist), 
addressing  himself  to  the  latter, 
said,  “  Yes,  this  is  the  meaning 
of  the  phrase,  and  it  is  fit  that 
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Europe  should  know,  that  you  have 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  nation.” 

The  second  keenly-contested 
point  was  that  which  related  to 
the  agricultural  distresses,  and  the 
importation  of  foreign  grain.  In 
this  passage  M.  de  Richelieu  was 
supposed  to  be  aimed  at ;  and  the 
free  entrance  of  corn  from  the 
Black  Sea  reprobated. 

The  third  passage  opposed  by 
the  ministers,  and  carried  by  their 
antagonists,  was  that  which  de¬ 
manded  the  complete  execution  of 
the  charter,  and  which  was  inter¬ 
preted  and  objected  to  as  a  decla¬ 
ration  that  the  existing  course  of 
administration  was  not  consonant 
to  that  fundamental  law.  This 
alluded  to  the  intention,  which  the 
government  had  announced,  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  law  of  the  censorship 
for  five  years. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the 
king  received  in  his  cabinet  a  de¬ 
putation  of  the  chamber  of  deputies, 
composed  of  the  president  and  the 
two  secretaries,  who  delivered  to 
him  the  address  voted  by  the 
chamber.  The  reply  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty  was  spirited,  and  expressed 
with  dignity  his  dissatisfaction 
with  the  address.  “  I  know,” 
•said  he,  f<r  the  contents  of  the  ad¬ 
dress  which  you  present  to  me. 

“  I  know  the  difficulties  which 
attend  the  sale  of  com.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  recollection  of  a  re¬ 
cent  dearth,  I  have,  for  the  first 
time,  restrained  the  importation  of 
foreign  grain.  The  laws  have 
been  executed,  but  no  law  can 
prevent  the  inconvenience  which 
arises  from  a  super-abundant  har¬ 
vest  :  the  whole  of  Europe  expe¬ 
riences  it  at  this  moment. 

“  The  ameliorations,  a  plan  of 
which  the  chamber  lias  traced, 
speak  in  favour  of  the  acts  of  my 
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government.  They  can  only  be 
preserved  and  multiplied  by  the 
loyal  concurrence  and  wisdom  of 
the  chambers. 

In  exile  and  persecution  I 
have  supported  my  rights,  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  race,  and  that  of  the 
French  name.  On  the  throne, 
surrounded  by  my  people,  I  feel 
indignant  at  the  bare  supposition 
that  I  can  ever  sacrifice  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  nation,  and  the  dignity 
of  my  crown. 

“  It  is  pleasing  to  me  to  believe 
that  the  majority  of  those  who 
voted  this  address  have  not  duly 
considered  the  import  of  all  its  ex¬ 
pressions.  If  they  had  had  time 
to  consider  them,  they  would  not 
have  hazarded  a  reflection,  that 
as  a  king,  I  ought  not  to  charac¬ 
terize, — as  a  father,  I  wish  to 
forget.” 

The  king,  however,  was  forced 
to  yield ;  or  rather,  Richelieu  felt 
that  the  favour  of  his  sovereign 
was  insufficient  to  enable  him  to 
conduct  the  state,  and  he,  there¬ 
fore,  wisely  determined  to  retire 
from  the  helm.  Negotiations  were 
opened  with  Villele  and  his  friends. 
At  one  time  it  was  proposed  (at 
the  suggestion,  it  is  said,  of  Rich- 
lieu  himself)  that  M.  de  Blacas, 
then  ambassador  at  Rome,  should 
be  the  nominal  head  of  the  new 
cabinet :  but  M.  de  Villele  would 
not  consent  to  this ;  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  be  himself  the  effective 
minister;  and,  finally,  the  nomi¬ 
nations  were  made  according  to  the 
pleasure  of  him  and  his  party.  On 
the  14th  of  December,  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  new  ministry  was  an¬ 
nounced. 

The  Sieur  Peyronnet  was  ap¬ 
pointed  secretary  of  state  for  the 
department  of  justice  and  keeper 
of  the  seals ;  viscount  Montmo¬ 
rency,  secretary  of  state  for  the 
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department  of  foreign  affairs  ;  the 
duke  of  Belluno,  secretary  of  state 
for  the  war  department ;  the  sieur 
Corbieres,  secretary  of  state  for  the 
department  of  the  interior ;  the 
marquis  de  Clermont  Tonnere,  se¬ 
cretary  of  state  for  the  department 
of  the  marine ;  and  last,  though 
not  least,  the  sieur  de  Villele,  se¬ 
cretary  of  state  for  the  department 
of  finance.  Lauriston  remained 
at  the  head  of  the  royal  household. 
Viscount  Chateaubriand  succeeded 
Decazes,  as  ambassador  at  London  ; 
and  the  late  minister  de  Serre 
shortly  afterwards  received  the  in¬ 
significant  appointment  of  ambas¬ 
sador  to  the  court  of  Naples.  On 
the  17th  of  May  following,  the 
duke  of  Richlieu  died. 

The  downfall  of  Richelieu’s  mi¬ 
nistry  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any 
particular  act  of  misconduct,  or  to 
any  thing  specifically  objectionable 
in  their  principles.  But  they  were 
unpopular ;  and  they  were  so,  be¬ 
cause  there  was  nothing  in  their 
own  characters  or  in  their  course 
of  policy,  that  suited  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  either  the  monarchical  or 
the  democratical  faction.  Each 
party  looked  upon  them  as  obsta¬ 
cles  to  its  own  possession  of  power, 
and  saw  in  their  downfall  its  own 
rise.  The  nation  and  the  legisla¬ 
tive  body  were  tired  of  the  system 
of  temporary  expedients  and  petty 
compromises  which  they  followed. 
Standing  still  in  the  midst  of 
events  which  they  could  not  regu¬ 
late — unwilling  to  advance,  and 
afraid  to  retrograde — making  a 
little  piece  of  patchwork  here,  and 
another  there,  to  cover  a  blemish, 
or  to  supply  a  defect,  instead  of 
following  a  uniform  plan  to  supply 
acknowledged  or  supposed  wants — 
promising  permanent  institutions, 
and  continuing  or  re-enacting  laws 
of  exception— surrounding  them- 
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selves,  and  endeavouring  to  sup* 
port  their  power,  by  a  junta  of  in¬ 
terested  adherents  and  official 
agents— they  had  ceased  to  be 
objects  of  respect  with  either  of 
the  great  parties  in  the  state.  At 
the  same  time,  their  foreign  policy 
had  been  humiliating  to  French 
vanity.  They  had  allowed  the 
king  and  kingdom  of  Naples  to 
be  managed  by  two  potentates, 
whose  power,  it  was  said,  ought 
never  to  have  extended  beyond  the 
Alps ;  and  Piedmont,  at  the  very 
door  of  France,  was  to  be  garri¬ 
soned  by  Austrians,  in  consequence 
of  a  treaty  to  which  France  was 
not  a  party.  The  same  system 
was  observed  with  respect  to  the 
interests  of  Turkey :  France  was 
to  stand  by  as  an  indifferent  spec¬ 
tator,  while  the  balance  was  ad¬ 
justed  between  the  other  great 
powers  of  Europe,  and  was  to 
throw  neither  her  sword,  nor  a 
parchment  with  her  signature,  into 
either  scale.  The  deputies  of  both 
sides  felt  this  degradation.  They 
could  no  longer  endure,  they  said, 
to  see  the  king  of  France  the 
prefect  of  Russia ;  and  they 
voted  for  the  clauses  of  the  ad¬ 
dress,  which  led  to  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  the  ministers.  One  effect 
of  that  resignation  was,  that  the 
centre  was  almost  annihilated  ; 
and  the  chamber  of  deputies  was 
now  divided  between  the  cote  droit 
and  the  cote  gauche. 

The  subjects  which  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  chambers,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  change  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  were  of  little  import¬ 
ance.  On  the  20th  of  December, 
M.  de  Villele  submitted  a  projet 
de  loi  to  the  chamber  for  a  provi¬ 
sional  collection  of  three  months’ 
taxes  from  the  1st  of  January, 
1822,  the  law  which  authorized 
the  faxes  of  1821  having  only  ]0 


days  to  run.  He  introduced  his 
proposition  by  admitting  the  inex¬ 
pediency  of  the  practice,  and 
pledging  the  crown  to  discontinue 
it  for  the  future.  A  petition  was 
presented,  the  prayer  of  which,  in 
substance,  was,  to  restore  to  emi¬ 
grants  the  portions  of  their  estates 
which  had  been  appropriated  to 
public  hospitals,  and  to  provide  a 
compensation  for  the  latter.  This 
gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate,  in 
which  the  ministers  took  no  part ; 
the  petition  was  finally  referred 
to  the  council  of  ministers.  Ano¬ 
ther  lively  discussion  arose  out  of 
a  petition  of  M.  Touquet,  who 
complained  of  the  committee  of 
the  censorship  for  refusing  to  in¬ 
sert  his  reply  to  an  article  in  the 
Gazette  de  France.  Villele  and 
Corbieres,  observing  similar  cau¬ 
tion  here,  were  taxed  with  imi¬ 
tating  the  neutral  conduct  of  their 
predecessors ;  and,  it  was  further 
objected  to  them,  that  they,  though 
cabinet  ministers,  had  accepted 
seats  in  the  committee  of  finance ; 
thus  reporting  on  their  own  plans. 

A  project  of  a  law  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  press,  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  M.  de  Serre,  had  been 
one  of  the  principal  subjects  of  the 
clamour  which  was  raised  against 
the  cabinet  of  the  duke  of  Rich- 
lieu.  Villele  and  his  party  had 
been  so  loud  in  their  condemnation 
of  it,  that  it  was  expected  that 
they  would  now  be  forced,  from  a 
regard  to  consistency,  to  reject  the 
aid  of  a  censorship,  and  to  relieve 
the  press  from  its  shackles.  The 
annunciation  of  the  course  of  po¬ 
licy,  which  they  meant  to  follow 
in  this  matter,  was  looked  for 
with  great  anxiety.  At  last,  on 
the  2nd  of  January,  while  the 
commission  appointed  to  report  on 
M.  de  Serre’s  project  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  regulation  of  the  press,  was 
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still  deliberating,  M.  de  Peyronnet, 
the  new  keeper  of  the  seals, 
brought  forward  a  plan  for  the 
separate  regulation  of  journals  and 
periodical  writings.  So  far  as  it 
altered  the  existing  law,  it  was 
comprised  in  the  following  four 
articles : 

1.  No  journal  or  periodical 
writing,  devoted  wholly  or  in  part 
to  news  or  political  matters,  and 
appearing  either  regularly  and  on 
a  fixed  day,  or  by  numbers,  or  ir¬ 
regularly,  can  be  established  and 
published  without  the  authority  of 
the  king. 

This  provision  did  not  apply  to 
journals  or  periodical  publications 
existing  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1822. 

2.  The  copy  of  each  sheet  or 
number  of  the  periodical  papers 
or  journals  required  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  prefectures,  sub-pre¬ 
fectures,  and  mayoralties,  in  virtue 
of  the  law  of  the  9th  of  June, 
1819,  shall  be  deposited  at  the 
bar  of  the  king’s  attorney  for 
the  place  where  the  said  paper  or 
journal  is  printed. 

3.  In  the  case  in  which  the 
spirit  and  tendency  of  a  periodical 
writing  or  journal  may  be  of  a 
nature  injurious  to  public  peace, 
to  respect  for  the  religion  of  the 
state,  and  the  other  religions  legally 
recognized  in  France,  to  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  king,  and  to  the 
stability  of  the  constitutional  insti¬ 
tutions,  the  royal  courts ,  within 
the  jurisdictions  in  which  they 
shall  be  established,  may,  in  a 
solemn  audience,  and  after  having 
heard  the  attorney- general  and  the 
parties,  suspend  such  periodical 
writing  or  journal,  or  even  sup¬ 
press  it,  if  they  see  occasion. 

4.  If,  in  the  interval  of  the  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Chambers,  weighty 
circumstances  should  render  tem¬ 
porarily  insufficient  the  established 
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measures  of  security  and  repres¬ 
sion,  the  laws  of  the  31st  of  March, 
1820,  and  the  26th  of  July,  1821, 
may  be  for  the  time  restored  to 
vigour  in  virtue  of  an  ordinance  of 
the  king,  countersigned  by  three 
ministers. 

The  reading  of  this  law  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  chamber  with  the 
most  violent  expressions  of  abhor¬ 
rence  from  the  left  side;  while 
the  right  side,  and  what  remained 
of  the  centre,  continued  silent,  and 
only  called  for  the  observance  of 
order.  It  was  with  difficulty  that 
M.  de  Peyronnet  could  finish  the 
document  comprising  the  new  pro¬ 
visions.  Every  clause  was  inter¬ 
rupted  with  exclamations. 

Send  your  law  to  Constantino¬ 
ple  !  said  M.  Guilham. 

"  It  is  unqualified  despotism,” 
cried  M.  Bignon. 

M.  de  Girardin — ■"  They  wish 
to  make  us  regret  the  loss  of  the 
censorship.” 

M.  Mechin.— This  is  a  fright¬ 
ful  project.” 

“  This  will  make  us  bless  the 
censorship. — In  mercy  leave  us  the 
censors,”  was  the  cry  from  dozens 
of  voices. 

It  cannot  be  denied,’  that  to  talk 
of  liberty  of  the  press,  under  the 
pressure  of  a  law  like  that  now 
proposed,  was  mere  mockery.  The 
first  of  the  above-mentioned  clauses, 
provided,  that  no  newj  ournal  should 
be  established  without  the  sanction 
of  the  king,  in  other  words,  of  the 
ministry.  Several  of  the  ablest 
of  the  liberal  journals,  as  the  Con - 
servateur  and  the  Minerve,  had  been 
suspended  upon  the  creation  of  the 
censorship;  consequently,  not  be¬ 
ing  in  existence  on  the  1st  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1822,  they  could  not  be  re¬ 
commenced  without  a  permission 
not  likely  to  be  obtained  except 
upon  conditions  not  likely  to  be 

cod 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


194] 

submitted  to,  and  might,  therefore, 
be  regarded  as  substantially  and 
finally  extinguished. 

The  other  clauses  of  the  law  are 
still  more  objectionable;  in  the 
description  of  the  offence — in  the 
punishment  annexed-— in  the  mode 
of  trial  prescribed — every  guaran¬ 
tee  of  free  discussion  is  annihilated. 
The  punishment,  exclusive  of  pe¬ 
nalties  before  in  force,  is  the  sus¬ 
pension  or  suppression  of  the  ac¬ 
cused  journal,  that  is,  the  confis¬ 
cation  of  the  property  of  all  persons 
connected  with  it,  and  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  them  from  their  usual  path 
of  industry.  To  constitute  the 
offence  thus  severely  visited,  it  is 
not  requisite  that  any  specific  pas¬ 
sage  shall  be  alleged  as  containing 
criminal  matter:  "  the  spirit 
and  tendency  of  a  periodical  writ¬ 
ing  or  journal”  is  to  form  the 
corpus  delicti,  and  be  the  subject  of 
criminal  cognizance.  And  who 
are  to  decide  upon  this  tendency  ? 
Why,  the  judges  of  the  Cour 
Roy  ale;  because,  said  the  keeper 
of  the  seals,  “  a  number  of  such 
judges,  in  solemn  sitting,  will 
assure  to  the  accused  all  the  gua¬ 
rantees  he  can  equitably  require.” 
And  why,  then,  are  they  not  au¬ 
thorized  to  decide  in  every  case 
without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury?  Their  practised  judgment 
would,  in  all  other  questions,  give 
them  the  same  advantage  over 
juries,  which  the  minister  claimed 
for  them  in  offences  of  the  press. 
The  minister  repelled  with  indig¬ 
nation  any  insinuation  against  their 
impartiality  or  integrity:  but,  in 
fact,  the  French  judges,  though 
allowed  a  common  share  of  hones¬ 
ty,  are  not  independent,  nor  can 
they  be  so  in  deciding  between  a 
journalist  and  a  ministry.  They 
are  numerous ;  their  salaries  are 
very  insignificant ;  and  the  men  of 


talent,  who  adorn  the  courts,  ascend 
the  bench  only  as  a  stepping-stone 
to  promotion.  The  ordinary  judge 
may  be  made  president  of  a  royal 
court— ’the  president  of  the  royal 
court  may  be  promoted  to  the 
presidency  of  the  court  of  Cassation 
—the  latter  may  be  made  chan¬ 
cellor  of  France,  or  keeper  of  the 
seals.  There  is,  besides,  in  France 
a  way  of  influencing  the  judges, 
which  is  quite  unknown  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  Cour  Royale,  for  in¬ 
stance,  which  in  Paris  consists  of 
about  40  judges,  is  divided  into 
sections,  to  which  different  duties 
are  allotted.  The  president  has 
the  distribution  of  these  sections, 
and  can  appoint  to  a  more  agree¬ 
able  or  a  less  agreeable  duty.  He 
may  even  send  a  refractory  judge 
to  the  provinces,  under  the  pretext 
of  the  public  service.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  judge  who  goes  to 
hold  a  court  of  Assize,  may  have, 
if  he  is  a  favourite,  under  the 
name  of  indemnity  for  his  travel¬ 
ling  expenses,  a  sum  of  money  that 
may  amount  to  a  bribe.  It  was, 
therefore,  not  without  reason,  that 
the  journalists  said  to  the  new 
cabinet,  u  Your  predecessors  chas¬ 
tised  us  with  rods,  but  you  chastise 
us  with  scorpions they  sent  us 
the  scissors  of  the  censorship,  you 
brandish  over  us  the  sword  of  con¬ 
fiscation.”  But  not  even  is  the 
censorship  finally,  and  completely 
abolished  ;  for  it  may  be  re-estab¬ 
lished  at  any  time  by  a  royal  ordi¬ 
nance  signed  by  three  ministers. 

The  measures  recommended  by 
the  new  ministry  for  the  general 
regulation  of  the  press  were  in 
complete  unison  with  the  scheme 
of  police  thus  proposed  for  periodi¬ 
cal  writings.  On  the  14th  of 
January,  M.  Chifflet,  president  of 
the  royal  court  of  Besan^on,  pre¬ 
sented  the  report  of  the  commis- 
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s! on  to  which  M.  de  Serre’s  law 
for  regulating  the  press  had  been 
referred ;  and  this  report  was 
drawn  up  in  a  spirit,  and  couched 
in  language  exceedingly  hostile  to 
freedom  of  discussion.  It  was 
very  long ;  but  its  general  charac¬ 
teristics  were  there — it  multiplied 
offences  of  the  press — it  visited 
them  with  increased  and  arbitrary 
severity  of  punishment — and,  above 
all,  it  took  them  away  from  the 
cognizance  of  a  jury,  and  trans¬ 
ferred  the  exclusive  power  of 
deciding  on  them  to  the  Cours 
Hoy  ales ,  assembled  in  solemn  ses¬ 
sion,  and  composed  of  not  less  than 
twelve  judges. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Chifflet,  like 
the  project  of  the  keeper  of  the 
seals,  was  received  by  the  Liberals 
with  the  most  vehement  execration. 
Almost  every  clause  of  the  two 
laws  was  opposed  in  almost  every 
stage.  The  debates  were  con¬ 
ducted  with  much  rage  and  viru¬ 
lence,  and  were  protracted  for 
nearly  two  months.  In  the  course 
of  these  discussions,  many  amend¬ 
ments,  mitigating  the  rigour  of 
the  new  regulations,  were  pro¬ 
posed,  but  were  all  rejected  by 
large  majorities.  So  confident  in 
their  strength  were  the  adherents 
of  the  ministry,  that  they  fre¬ 
quently  did  not  think  it  worth 
their  while  to  contest  the  field 
with  their  opponents  by  argument, 
but  hastened  to  the  sure  triumph 
of  the  vote.  The  Liberals,  on  the 
other  hand,  mortified  by  their 
comparative  weakness  in  numbers, 
and  finding  themselves  uniformly 
frustrated  by  immoveable  majori¬ 
ties,  came  to  the  determination  of 
not  going  through  the  form  of  a 
vote  at  all ;  and  accordingly,  after 
having  delivered  their  sentiments, 
when  the  question  came  to  be  put, 
they  unanimously  rose  and  left 


the  chamber.  Previously  to  their  de¬ 
parture,  however,  they  generally  ex¬ 
pressed  their  feelings  in  terms  little 
suited  to  legislative  deliberation. 

“We  protest  in  the  face  of 
France,  of  which  we  are  the  re¬ 
presentatives,”  said  M.  B.  Con¬ 
stant. 

“  We  will  not  be  accomplices  in 
the  destruction  of  our  liberties,” 
exclaimed  M.  Keratry. 

M.  de  Grammout — “  Proceed 
as  you  think  right —  there  is  no 
longer  a  chamber.”  * 

M.  de  la  Fayette — “  We  protest, 
and  we  appeal  from  this  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  energy  of  the  French 
people.” 

Nor  was  it  merely  in  intempe¬ 
rate  sallies  like  these,  that  the 
spirit  of  faction  displayed  itself : 
the  principles,  asserted  by  both 
parties  in  argument,  were  of  a 
kind  little  favourable  to  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  civil  society.  On  the 
one  hand,  it  was  maintained,  that 
the  authority  of  the  legislature 
was  not  supreme — that  there  were 
subjects  with  which  it  was  not  en¬ 
titled  to  meddle — that  the  will  of 
the  nation  was  paramount  to  law. 
On  the  other  hand,  M.  Marcellus 
and  others  of  the  royalists  did  all 
but  assert  openly,  that  the  rights 
of  the  monarch  were  prior,  and 
his  will  superior  to  all  law  :  nor 
did  Villele  and  his  colleagues 
check  or  disavow  these  extrava¬ 
gances  of  their  adherents.  “  I 
declare,  as  a  deputy  of  France,” 
said  M.  Marcellus,  “  that  there 
is  in  France  no  authority  except 
that  which  emanates  from  the 
only  supreme  and  legitimate  au¬ 
thority — that  of  the  king;  that 
the  charter  itself  exists  only  by 
the  king ;  that  consequently  our 
powers,  which  emanate,  if  it  must 
be  so,  immediately  from  the  charter, 
proceed  in  reality  from  the  king, 
[0  2] 
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for  it  is  the  king  who  has  con¬ 
ceded  and  granted  the  charter  to 
us.  Lastly,,  I  must  add,  that  there 
is  in  France  nothing  national,  ex¬ 
cept  what  is  monarchical.” 

The  strength  of  parties  was 
measured  in  the  chamber  of  de¬ 
puties  in  the  ballot  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion,  whether  the  law  of  the  police 
of  the  Journals  should  pass.  The 
numbers  were  219  in  favour  of  the 
law;  137  against  it.  There  were, 
it  was  said,  25  members  of  the 
Opposition,  who  did  not  vote. 

The  opposition  to  these  laws 
was  likewise  very  keen  in  the 
Chamber  of  Peers,  though  ex¬ 
pressed  in  more  temperate  lan¬ 
guage.  M.  de  Talleyrand’s  speech 
on  the  liberal  side  of  the  question 
attracted  general  attention.  The 
law  of  May  1819^  said  he,  fixed 
the  penalties  on  outrages  directed 
against  the  constitutional  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  king.  The  new  law 
suppresses  the  word  constitu¬ 
tional.”  Why  this  omission  ? 
“  Because  it  limits,”  it  is  said, 
“  the  royal  authority.  Because  it 
leaves  without  defence  the  royal 
authority  anterior  to  the  charter.” 
Who  then  has  traced  the  limits 
which  are  complained  of?  Why, 
the  wisdom  of  the  king  himself. 
Zeal  has  been  here  ill  placed ;  for 
it  attempts  nothing  less  than  to 
compel  the  king  to  withdraw  the 
gifts  of  his  bounty.  Fie  desired 
that  his  power  should  be  limited 
by  law ;  and  the  ministers  desire 
that  the  expression  of  that  power 
should  be  unlimited.  The  law  of 
1819  directed  a  jury  to  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of  offences  of  the  press; 
the  new  law  withdraws  them  from 
a  jury,  and  transfers  them  to  the 
correctional  police.  Which  of  these 
two  laws  is  most  conformable  to 
the  spirit  of  the  charter?  It  has 
been  said,  to  justify  this  retrograde 


measure,  that  the  charter  only 
preserved  the  jury  as  it  existed 
before  the  restoration  —  that  the 
cognizance  of  offences  of  the  press 
(a  jurisdiction  entirely  new)  was 
derogatory  of  the  charter — a  law 
of  exception ;  in  fine,  that  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  charter  we  must  abo¬ 
lish  the  jury.  What  a  subterfuge  ! 
The  65  th  article  of  the  charter 
says,  “  The  institution  of  juries  is 
preserved.  The  changes,  which 
a  longer  experience  may  cause  to 
be  thought  necessary,  can  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effect  only  by  a  law.” 
Well :  experience  pronounced,  we 
acknowledged,  that  the  writer 
whose  name  may  perhaps  be  respect¬ 
ed  over  all  France— over  all  Europe 
— could  not  with  propriety  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  three,  or  rather  two  judges 
of  correctional  police,  or  placed 
at  the  bar  of  that  summary  justice 
between  a  prostitute  and  a  swindler. 
It  was  felt,  that  a  tribunal  so  in¬ 
ferior,  and  by  that  means  so  little 
independent,  did  not  offer  to  the 
accused,  nor  to  society,  interested 
in  protecting  the  weak  against  the 
strong,  the  necessary  guarantees ; 
and  that  an  appeal  to  the  royal 
court,  although  crowned  with  suc¬ 
cess,  could  not  indemnify  the 
writer  for  what  was  humiliating 
and  disgraceful  in  the  original  pro¬ 
cedure  before  the  tribunal  of  cor¬ 
rectional  police.  The  change,  ef¬ 
fected  in  1 8 19  in  favour  of  writers, 
was  therefore  only  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  promises  of  the  charter 
for  the  successive  improvement  of 
the  institution  of  the  j  ury .  The  law 
of  18 19  authorized  oral  evidence 
to  be  given  against  public  func¬ 
tionaries  in  reference  to  the  repre¬ 
hensible  acts  of  their  administra¬ 
tion  ;  the  new  law  abolishes  the 
right  of  giving  such  evidence,  and 
admits  only  written  proofs  ema¬ 
nating  from  the  hand  of  the  pre- 
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Surned  culprit ;  yet  we  all 
know  that  abuses  of  power  are 
committed,  but  are  not  recorded 
in  writing.  A  Prefect  sells  an 
exemption ;  but  does  he,  after 
having  accepted  the  price  of  his 
infamy,  give  a  receipt  ?  A  mayor 
of  a  village  shall  ordain  an  arbi¬ 
trary  detention  against  a  poor 
peasant :  will  he  be  awkward 
enough  to  give  his  order  in  writing, 
or  leave  traces  of  his  petty  tyranny? 
If,  in  respect  of  such  offences,  you 
refuse  to  the  writer  the  right  of 
producing  oral  testimony,  do  not 
you  vote  impunity,  and  by  impu¬ 
nity,  encouragement  to  crimes  ? 
And  can  a  law  which  thus  disarms 
weakness,  and  scandalously  pro¬ 
tects  the  oppressor,  be  a  law  of 
liberty — a  law  conformable  to  the 
charter  ?  No ;  it  cannot  be  be¬ 
lieved  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  reject 
it.”  M.  de  Talleyrand  concluded 
with  proposing  three  amendments. 

1.  That  the  word  constitutional 
be  restored  to  the  second  article. 

2.  That  the  oral  proof  conse¬ 
crated  by  the  law  of  May,  18 Iff, 
be  admitted  against  public  func¬ 
tionaries  in  respect  of  the  acts  of 
their  administration. 

3.  That  the  trial  by  jury  be 
restored,  instead  of  the  correctional 
police. 

These  amendments  were  all  re¬ 
jected,  and  both  laws  were  finally 
passed.  That  for  the  general  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  press  was  carried 
in  the  Peers  by  130  votes  to  70: 
that  for  the  subjugation  of  the 
Journals  by  124  to  85. 

The  remainder  of  the  session 
was  occupied  chiefly  with  financial 
discussions. 

The  new  elections,  which  took 
place  in  the  month  of  May,  in¬ 
creased  still  further  the  ascendancy 
of  the  ultra-royalists. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  the  king 


opened  a  new  session  with  a  speech, 
in  which  he  gave  a  flattering  view 
of  the  internal  prosperity  of 
France  and  of  her  foreign  rela¬ 
tions.  The  motive,  which  induced 
the  ministers  to  convoke  the 
Chambers  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  was  to  settle  the  budget  for 
1823,  and  by  that  means  to  avoid 
those  provisional  arrangements  at 
the  end  of  each  year  for  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  revenue  during  three 
or  six  succeeding  months,  which 
had  been  hitherto  adopted.  The 
Supply  and  the  Ways  and  Means  for 
1823,  were  stated  and  explained  to 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  M.  de 
Villele.  The  charge  of  the  public 
debt  and  sinking  fund  he  estimated 
at  228,724,260f. ;  the  civil  list  at 
43,000,000f. ;  the  department  of 
public  justice  at  1 8,451, 845f. ; 
exceeding  the  charge  of  1822  by 
547,345f. ;  the  ministry  of  the 
interior  at  113,420,000f.  being  a 
saving  of  403,800f.  compared  with 
1822.  The  credit  demanded  for 
the  active  service  of  the  department 
of  war  was  183^940^Jfif-  exceed¬ 
ing  that  of  1822  by  2,637^474f. 
The  ministry  of  marine  required 
3,000,G00f.  more  than  in  1822. 
Then  followed  the  estimates  for 
the  Chambers  of  Peers  and  Depu¬ 
ties,  the  public  Treasury,  the 
Mint,  &c.  The  total  estimate  of 
expenditure  was  90P>475,503f. 
To  meet  this,  the  Ways  and 
Means  were  estimated  according 
to  their  produce  in  1821 — (that 
of  1822  not  being  then  known)-  — 
at  the  sum  of  909J3Cb783f.  being 
an  excess  of  income  over  expendi¬ 
ture  of  8,655,2 80f. 

In  the  course  of  the  financial 
discussions,  all  the  different 
branches  of  the  government  came 
under  review.  Some  members  of 
the  Opposition,  especially  M. 
Ternaux  and  general  Fov,  endea- 
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voured,  on  more  occasions  than 
one,,  to  recommend  to  France  a 
liberal  system  of  commercial 
policy,  and  to  imitate  in  this  re¬ 
spect  the  example  which  England 
was  now  setting  to  the  world. 
But  propositions  of  this  kind  met 
with  no  favour  from  any  party, 
and  with  vehement  condemnation 
from  the  ministers.  “  Let  the 
system  of  prohibition,”  said  M.  de 
Saint  Cricq,  director  general  of  the 
customs,  “  be  for  an  instant  abo¬ 
lished.  Then  Odessa  inundates 
us  with  her  grain — England  with 
her  steel,  with  her  hardware,  her 
cottons,  and  with  almost  all  the 
objects  of  daily  use  and  conve¬ 
niences,  in  which  she  possesses 
the  same  superiority  over  us  which 
we  have  over  her  in  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  our  soil  and  the  objects 
of  our  industry.  Bengal  and 
Brazil  can  send  us  their  sugars, 
— the  Americans,  their  tobacco, 
their  cotton,  and  their  salt  fish*  at 
a  price  much  lower  than  our  co¬ 
lonies  can.  You  would  thus  lose 
your  agriculture,  your  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  your  colonies.  You 
draw  from  your  colonies,  Mar¬ 
tinique  and  Guadaloupe,  about  50 
millions  of  their  produce,  and  you 
furnish  them  with  SO  millions  of 
the  productions  of  your  agriculture 
and  your  industry.  Let  us  sup¬ 
pose  these  relations  established 
between  other  countries,  and  ob¬ 
serve  the  change  in  your  situation. 
There  is  not  a  person,  who,  un¬ 
derstanding  the  interests  of  our 
trade,  would  consent  to  enter  on 
the  career  of  freedom.” 

The  ex-minister,  M.  Laine, 
quoted  England  as  an  authority 
for  severe  commercial  restrictions, 
and  maintained  that  her  late  de¬ 
partures  from  that  system  were 
not  examples  to  be  imitated  by 
other  countries.  “  England,”  he 


said,  “  had  first  adopted  the  system 
of  exclusion,  and  it  was  not,  there¬ 
fore,  very  remarkable,  that,  finding 
it  enforced  against  her,  she  should 
be  inclined  to  change  her  practice. 
She  had  derived  from  prohibitions 
all  the  advantages  that  she  could 
hope  for;  she  had  accumulated 
immense  capitals;  her  industry 
had  been  so  much  developed,  that 
she  was  obliged  to  seek  for  a  large 
outlet,  and  perhaps  on  this  account 
she  had  come  to  the  point  of  say¬ 
ing,  f  now  we  will  receive  you, 
*  only  receive  us/  ” 

The  debates  manifested  the  same 
virulence  and  turbulence,  which 
had  prevailed  in  the  former  ses¬ 
sion  ;  for,  though  topics  of  finance 
are  in  themselves  dry,  it  is  never¬ 
theless  easy  to  make  them  the  text 
for  invective  against  every  part  of 
the  administration.  Thus,  the 
consideration  of  the  tax  on  pass¬ 
ports  gave  M.  Gerardin  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  inveighing  bitterly 
against  the  tyranny  of  that  branch 
of  the  police ;  in  illustration  of 
which  he  mentioned,  that  two  in¬ 
dividuals  having  gone  from  Paris 
to  St.  Germain,  and  not  being 
able  to  get  back  by  the  stage  on 
the  same  night,  were  next  morning 
waited  upon  by  the  police,  and, 
not  having  passports,  were  in  the 
first  instance  sent  to  be  examined 
by  the  procureur-general  of  Ver¬ 
sailles,  and  afterwards  transmitted 
to  Paris  in  chains.  At  the  pre¬ 
fecture  of  police  they  were  libe¬ 
rated  after  24  hours  detention, 
without  cause  assigned,  either  for 
their  first  apprehension  or  subse¬ 
quent  discharge.  On  the  very 
next  day,  the  discussion  of  the 
continuance  of  the  stamp  duty 
opened  the  wTay  for  M.  B.  Con¬ 
stant  to  declaim  against  the  laws 
which  affected  the  press,  and  to 
exhibit  that  prophetic  power  which 
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always  constitutes  a  great  part  of 
the  eloquence  of  wordy  dema¬ 
gogues.  '  “  In  addition/"  said  he, 
“  to  the  suppression  of  free  dis¬ 
cussion  in  the  Journals,  France 
will  he  subjected,  after  the  close 
of  this  session,  to  the  most  tyran¬ 
nical  system  which  it  has  ever  ex¬ 
perienced.  This  is  perhaps  the 
last  time,  that  a  free  voice  will 
be  heard  from  this  place;  but 
while  I  can  speak,  I  will  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  my  trust.  I  should  have 
had  courage  to  brave  the  Jacobins 
of  the  republic ;  and  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  Jacobins  of  royalty.” 
This  last  sentence,  provoked  by  an 
interruption  from  the  right  side, 
was  followed  by  cries  of  ((  Order.” 
The  minister  Villele  rose  to  answer 
the  preceding  speaker,  and  used 
some  vague  expressions  about  the 
censorship,  which  left  it  uncertain 
whether  it  might  not  be  re-estab¬ 
lished  at  the  close  of  the  session. 
Alluding  to  the  debate  of  the 
preceding  day,  he  stated  that  the 
arrest  of  the  two  persons  at  St. 
Germain’s  for  want  of  passports, 
was  undergoing  an  investigation, 
and  that  the  agents  of  government 
would  be  punished,  if  the  facts, 
which  had  been  asserted,  were  sub¬ 
stantiated.  M.  de  Gerardin  re¬ 
plied  in  a  speech  of  great  vehe¬ 
mence,  in  which  he  repeated  his 
former  statements,  and  added  fresh 
alleged  proofs  of  the  arbitrary  con¬ 
duct  of  the  government.  Pied¬ 
montese  refugees  had  been  sent 
to  the  frontiers,  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  an  irritated  go¬ 
vernment — a  F renchman  had  been 
ordered  to  quit  Thoulouse,  after 
seven  years  residence,  without 
cause  assigned — a  M.  Lafontaine 
had  been  dismissed  without  trial ; 
a  M.  Leconte,  an  advocate  at 
Joigny,  had  been  deprived  of  his 
gown  in  the  same  arbitrary  man¬ 


ner— -two  citizens  had  been  arrest¬ 
ed  at  St.  Germain’s  for  want  of 
passports — colonel  Dufay  had  been 
tortured,  and  colonel  Pailhes, 
under  trial  at  Colmar,  had  been 
treated  with  cruel  indignity. 
The  minister  of  the  interior,  M. 
Corbieres,  replied  to  the  observa¬ 
tion  of  M.  Gerardin,  and  explained 
the  circumstances  under  which  the 
two  individuals  had  been  arrested 
at  St.  Germain’s.  These  two  per¬ 
sons  went  to  the  house  of  a  shop¬ 
keeper  under  pretence  of  business 
— they  appeared  to  him  to  be  sus¬ 
picious  characters;  he  denounced 
them  to  a  commissary  of  police  ; 
the  commissary  demanded  their 
passports;  they  had  none;  the  com¬ 
missary  thought  he  recollected  that 
one  of  them  had  been  convicted  of 
vagrancy ;  he  asked  him  if  this  was 
the  case,  and  was  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  They  were  then  sent 
to  Versailles  to  be  examined  by 
the  procureur  royal,  and  by  him 
to  the  prefecture  of  police,  where, 
having  given  proper  references, 
they  were  liberated.  Most  un¬ 
doubtedly,  personal  liberty  is  held 
by  a  very  weak  tenure,  where  a 
shopkeeper  can  cause  two  of  his 
fellow  subjects  to  be  arrested, 
merely  because  he  thinks  them 
suspicious  characters,  though  he 
has  no  reason  to  assign  for  his 
suspicion. 

Though  the  opening  speech  of 
the  king  had  breathed  nothing  but 
peace,  yet  the  language,  which  he 
had  used  with  respect  to  Spain, 
was  indefinite,  and  even  ambigu¬ 
ous  ;  and  the  attitude,  in  which 
the  French  government  and  its 
armies  on  the  southern  frontier 
had  stood  for  some  time  towards 
Spain  and  her  popular  institutions, 
had  been,  if  not  in  the  highest 
degree  menacing,  yet  calculated  to 
excite  very  grave  attention,  and 
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no  small  uneasiness  among  the 
friends  of  the  new  Spanish  system. 
The  pestilential  fever  had  disap¬ 
peared  for  eight  months,  yet  the 
cordon  sanitaire  remained  im¬ 
moveable.  The  position  of  Barce¬ 
lona  is  towards  the  eastern  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  Pyrennees ;  but  the 
troops  were  assembled  towards  the 
west;  and  successive  trains  of  horse 
and  foot  artillery,  with  two  divi¬ 
sions  (6,000)  of  cavalry,  had  been 
marched  to  the  same  quarter, 
which  were  not,  as  it  seemed,  the 
most  proper  instruments  for  re¬ 
pelling  the  approaches  of  con¬ 
tagion. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  Peninsula  became  the 
subject  of  discussion,  in  considering 
a  resolution  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  the  foreign  department. 
The  ministers  were  accused  of 
having  fomented  conspiracies 
against  freedom  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Pyrennees.  M.  de  Bonald 
denied,  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  had  interfered  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  affairs  of  Spain.  General 
Foy,  in  a  vehement  speech,  often 
interrupted  by  plaudits  on  the  one 
side,  and  murmurs  on  the  other, 
maintained  the  contrary,  and  called 
upon  the  ministry  to  beware,  lest 
their  conduct  in  that  kingdom 
should  produce  the  same  effect  as  the 
manifesto  of  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
had  once  done  in  France.  “  He 
would  not,”  he  said,  “  speak  of 
the  7th  of  July — he  would  not 
speak  of  the  sending  of  chests  of 
money,  or  cases  of  fusils,  to  the 
north  of  Spain — he  would  not 
call  attention  to  the  coincidence 
between  the  revolt  at  Madrid  and 
the  appearance  of  Quesada’s  bands 
on  the  frontiers.  Other  facts 
would  furnish  him  with  a  proof, 
that  flie  ministers  of  France  were 
responsible  for  the  blood  which 


had  been  shed  in  the  capital  and  on 
the  frontiers  of  Spain.  Under  the 
false  and  ridiculous  pretext  of  a 
cordon  sanitaire  they  have  assem¬ 
bled  a  real  army.  If  the  yellow 
fever  had  been  the  cause  of  this 
movement,  would  the  precautions 
have  been  multiplied  exactly  eight 
months  after  the  fever  had  ceased  ? 
Why  do  we  receive  every  day,  for 
several  months  past,  from  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  cordon  sanitaire , 
letters  which  announce  that  the 
order  for  passing  the  frontier  is 
hourly  expected  ?  Do  you  believe 
that  the  mutineers  of  the  Prado 
would  have  executed  their  criminal 
projects,  if  they  had  not  been  pro¬ 
mised  assistance  from  France?” 

It  was  expected  that  M.  Mont¬ 
morency,  the  foreign  minister, 
would  have  disclaimed  the  threat¬ 
ening  character  of  these  military 
movements,  and  would  have  given 
an  official  assurance,  that  the  force 
was  employed  merely  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  disease ;  this 
expectation,  however,  was  far  from 
being  answered.  On  the  contrary, 
the  speech  of  M.  Montmorency 
was  throughout,  an  indirect  avowal 
of  those  views  of  political  inter¬ 
ference,  which,  if  they  did  not  ex¬ 
clusively  cause  this  armament,  yet 
mingled  themselves,  according  to 
the  declaration  of  the  minister, 
with  less  offensive  motives  for  as¬ 
sembling  the  force  upon  the  Py¬ 
rennees.  His  defence  was,  that  the 
king  had  pledged  himself  to  main¬ 
tain  the  cordon  sanitaire ,  which 
was  a  protection,  not  only  against 
pestilence,  but  against  insults, 
which  might  be  the  fruit  of  fre¬ 
quent  conflicts  on  the  frontier ; 
that  although  none  could  wish 
more  earnestly  than  the  French 
ministers  for  the  welfare  of  Spain, 
that  welfare  could  not  be  found  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  support  of  a  strong  mo- 
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narehical  authority  ;  that  if  new 
circumstances  should  call  upon  the 
French  government  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  faithful  ally,  the 
government  would  know  how  to 
perform  those  duties ;  that.,  in  a 
season  of  misfortune,  “  all  their 
measures  would  tend  to  preserve 
those  great  attributes  inseparable 
from  monarchies — the  inviolability 
and  safety  of  kings.” 

This  stormy  session  was  closed 
on  the  17th  of  August.  Some  of 
the  last  sittings  were  scenes  of 
disgraceful  clamour.  Whatever 
the  faults  of  the  ministers  might 
be,  the  language  and  conduct  of 
the  liberals  was  that  of  fretful, 
peevish,  self-willed  children,  in¬ 
dignant  at  wrongs  real  or  supposed, 
but  conscious  of  their  weakness 
and  inability  to  resist.  They  ex¬ 
hibited  much  of  the  bitterness  of 
faction,  much  of  the  fury  of  dis¬ 
appointed  ambition ;  but  nothing 
of  the  cool  and  stern  firmness  of 
patriots.  If  the  language  in  which 
they  indulged  was  at  all  justifia¬ 
ble, — if  the  policy  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  was  in  any  degree  such  as 
they  represented  it  to  be, — then  it 
was  time  for  all  who  loved  their 
country  to  use  other  weapons  than 
words :  the  hour  which  made  re¬ 
sistance  a  virtue  had  approached ; 
and  they  who  would  declaim  like 
B.  Constant,  were  bound  to  do 
more,  than  delineate  the  present 
evils,  and  predict  those  which  were 
approaching. 

The  internal  state  of  France 
during  this  year  was  far  from 
tranquil.  The  public  mind  was 
kept  in  constant  agitation  by  the 
discovery  of  a  succession  of  con¬ 
spiracies,  and  by  the  prosecutions 
and  punishments  which  followed. 
The  end  of  the  preceding  year  was 
marked  by  an  insane  attempt  to 
seize  the  castle  of  Saumur:  the 


commencement  of  the  present,  by 
an  equally  foolish  plot  to  seduce 
the  garrison  and  occupy  the  town 
of  Belfort,  in  Alsace.  The  con¬ 
spiracy  was  to  have  taken  effect  on 
the  2nd  of  January,  when  the 
tri-coloured  cockade  was  to  be 
mounted.  The  king’s  lieutenant 
having  received  information  of  the 
design,  drew  out,  under  arms,  the 
battalion  of  the  29th  regiment  of 
the  line,  which  formed  the  garri¬ 
son  of  the  place,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  barracks,  to 
arrest  an  adjutant  sub-officer,  who 
was  supposed  to  be  the  principal 
agent  in  this  criminal  intrigue. 
Persons  of  the  name  of  Brue,  Pe- 
gulu,  Desbordes,  and  Delacombe, 
who  had  been  concerned  in  the 
conspiracy  of  the  19th  of  August, 
1820,  were  also  arrested  at  the 
moment  when  they  commenced 
their  flight  from  the  town.  The 
guarding  of  these  four  prisoners 
was  provisionally  intrusted  to  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  post ;  but,  soon  after,  this 
officer  himself  fled  along  with  his 
prisoners.  Three  other  officers 
subsequently  disappeared.  On  ar¬ 
riving  at  one  of  the  squares  of  the 
town,  the  king’s  lieutenant  fell  in 
with  a  numerous  group  of  the  dis¬ 
affected,  who  dispersed  on  his  ap¬ 
proach,  but  from  the  midst  of 
whom  a  pistol-shot  was  fired,  which 
wounded  him  in  the  breast. 

In  the  course  of  the  night,  quiet 
was  completely  re-established.  On 
the  2nd  of  May,  a  serjeant  was  shot, 
on  account  of  having  been  concerned 
in  this  plot ;  nineteen  of  the  sus¬ 
pected  conspirators  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape,  and  were  out¬ 
lawed  ;  and  upwards  of  twenty 
others,  mostly  young  men,  under 
25  years  of  age,  and  consisting  of 
officers,  subalterns,  and  students  of 
law  and  medicine,  were  brought  to 
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trial  at  Colmar.,  in  the  month  of 
July.*  Four  of  the  prisoners,  viz. 


*  The  commencement  of  the  indict¬ 
ment  of  these  unfortunate  individuals 
deserves  to  be  recorded,  both  as  a  pic¬ 
ture,  if  not  of  the  real  state  of  France, 
yet  of  what  the  government  conceived 
it  to  be,  and  also  as  a  melancholy  il¬ 
lustration  of  the  vagueness  of  allega¬ 
tion,  of  the  rhetorical  flourishes,  of 
the  multifarious  matter,  which  our 
neighbours  tolerate  and  admit  in  the 
most  solemn  of  all  judicial  proceed¬ 
ings — an  indictment  for  high  treason. 
The  indictment  in  this  case  began  in 
the  following  manner  : — u  Some  parts 
of  Europe  have  been  tormented  by  a 
revolutionary  exaltation,  which  secret 
societies  nourish  and  propagate,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  chiefly  to  mislead  the 
youth.  These  secret  societies  have 
been  imported  into  France,  and  are 
come  to  soil  this  land  of  honour  with 
their  frightful  oaths,  their  detestable 
plots,  and  their  poniards — the  arms 
worthy  to  second  their  projects.  From 
their  bosom  have  issued  numerous 
emissaries,  who,  traversing  the  king¬ 
dom,  have  sought  everywhere  for  sup¬ 
port,  or  rather  accomplices.  These 
emissaries  formed  ties,  which  united 
these  secret  and  criminal  associations, 
and  by  their  intervention  all  the  cor¬ 
respondence  took  place.  For  some 
time  Strasburgh,  New  Brisach,  MuL 
hausen,  and  Belfort,  saw  men  arriving 
without  apparent  aim  or  known  affairs, 
some  of  whom  traversed  the  surround¬ 
ing  country  to  recruit  adherents,  and 
to  concert  the  attack.  To  facilitate 
the  progress  of  revolt,  they  had,  in 
the  course  of  last  December,  spread  in 
the  country  the  most  alarming  intelli¬ 
gence  ;  they  endeavoured  to  mislead 
the  people  respecting  the  intentions  of 
the  government ;  they  spoke  not  as  for¬ 
merly  of  tithes  and  feudal  rights — 
this  ridiculous  bugbear  was  worn  out; 
but  bad  faith  endeavoured  to  replace 
the  fears  which  it  was  calculated  to 
inspire,  by  reports  of  increased  taxa¬ 
tion.  Paris  was  the  central  point  of 
direction.  There  revolt  was  organized, 
to  burst  forth  at  the  same  time  on 
different  fixed  points.  Saumur  was  to 
give  the  signal:  at  Toulon  and  Mar¬ 
seilles  agents  were  seized,  at  the  mo- 


colonels  Teillier,  and  Pailhes,  and 
Guinand  and  Dublar,  two  officers 
of  inferior  rank,  were  found  guilty, 
not  of  the  capital  charge,  but  of 
not  revealing  the  existence  of  the 
conspiracy.  They  were  condemn¬ 
ed  to  imprisonment  for  five  years, 
to  a  fine  of  500  francs  each,  and 
to  remain  for  five  years  under  the 
special  surveillance  of  the  police. 
All  the  rest  were  acquitted. 

A  few  days  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  trial,  another 
feeble  attempt  at  rebellion  broke 
out  in  the  same  quarter.  A  colo¬ 
nel  Caron,  already  implicated  in 
the  conspiracy  of  August,  1820, 
and  a  veteran  named  Roger,  who 
once  superintended  the  riding- 
house  at  Colmar,  had  formed  the 
project  of  seducing  the  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers  of  the  46th  regi¬ 
ment  of  the  line,  the  chasseurs  of 
Allier,  and  the  chasseurs  of  Cha- 
rente.  They  had  made,  it  was 
said,  large  distributions  of  money, 
continually  giving  out  that  they 
were  acting  by  virtue  of  orders 
transmitted  from  a  directing  com¬ 
mittee  established  in  the  capital ; 
and  they  asserted  that  many  ac¬ 
complices  would  join  them  between 
Mulhausen  and  Colmar,  as  soon  as 
they  should  have  succeeded  in  se¬ 
ducing  some  squadrons.  Caron 
had  at  first  announced  his  inten¬ 
tion  of  beginning  by  delivering 


ment  when  they  were  provoking  to 
rebellion.  In  the  west,  Thouars, 
Nantes,  and  Rochelle ;  in  the  east, 
New  Brisach  and  Strasburgh,  were  to 
support  the  rebels.  Belfort  had  been 
chosen  as  the  first  point  to  occupy  in 
this  part  of  the  kingdom.  This  for¬ 
tress,  shutting  up  the  routes  of  the 
Vosges  and  of  Tranche  Comte,  the 
last  point  of  defence  on  the  side  o 
Switzerland,  might  facilitate  success 
or  assure  retreat  in  case  of  a  reverse,’* 
&c. 
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the  prisoners  at  Belfort ;  but  af¬ 
terwards,  changing  his  plan,  he 
had  postponed  their  liberation  until 
he  should  have  received  the  ex¬ 
pected  reinforcements. 

The  movement,  which  had  been 
concerted,  took  place  on  the  2nd  of 
July.  A  squadron  of  horse  chas¬ 
seurs  of  the  department  of  Allier, 
which  Caron  thought  he  had  se¬ 
duced,  and  in  the  ranks  of  which 
were  two  officers,  disguised  in  the 
plain  uniforms  of  chasseurs,  set 
out  from  Colmar  at  five  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  under  the  command 
of  the  chief  quarter-master  Thiern. 
At  the  same  time  a  squadron  of 
horse  chasseurs,  from  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Charente,  in  the  midst  of 
which  marched  as  common  chas¬ 
seurs,  a  captain  Nicol,  and  four 
other  officers,  set  out  from  New 
Brisach,  under  the  command  of 
quarter-master  Gerard. 

When  mounting,  the  two  squa¬ 
drons  were  apprised  that  they  were 
going  to  act  in  the  service  of  the 
king,  and  received  orders  to  exe¬ 
cute  scrupulously  all  that  should 
be  prescribed  to  them  by  their 
subalterns. 

On  the  height  of  Hastall,  Caron 
ordered  his  helmet,  his  sabre,  and 
his  uniform  to  be  brought  to  him. 
He  put  them  on,  and,  placing  him¬ 
self  at  the  head  of  the  squadron 
of  Allier,  immediately  took  the 
command.  He  passed  through 
Hastall  and  Roussach,  crying f  Vive 
l’Empereur  !’  the  affrighted  pea¬ 
sants  took  flight  at  his  approach. 

Caron,  on  leaving  Roussach, 
went  to  Mayenheim,  where  he 
found  the  chasseurs  of  Charente, 
who  had  come  from  Brisach,  drawn 
out  in  order  of  battle.  “  Soldiers,” 
said  he,  “  you  have  sworn  to  your 
subaltern  officers  to  follow  them 
everywhere.  French  soldiers  wrill 
not  fail  to  keep  their  oaths ;  I 


come  to  command  you  in  the  name 
of  the  emperor — follow  me !”  This 
harangue  finished,  he  shaped  his 
course  towards  Ensisheim,  speak¬ 
ing,  by  the  wray,  with  contempt  of 
Berton  and  other  conspirators,  who 
had  not  succeeded,  said  he,  in 
raising  fifty  men,  whilst  he  was 
already  at  the  head  of  two  squa¬ 
drons,  and  had  infantry  who 
awaited  him  at  Colmar. 

Arrived  near  Ensisheim,  he  an¬ 
nounced  his  intention  of  forcing 

o 

an  entrance,  but  Thiern  and  Ge¬ 
rard  opposed  it,  reminding  him 
that  it  was  not  what  he  had  pro¬ 
mised  them,  and  calling  upon  him 
to  conduct  them  to  the  rendezvous 
of  his  trusty  companions. 

Caron  took  them  then  to  Ratten- 
heim;  but,  the  refusal  which  he  had 
experienced  having  alarmed  him, 
Roger  and  he  resumed  their  com¬ 
mon  clothes,  and  endeavoured  to 
effect  their  escape.  They  were 
instantly  arrested. 

The  superior  officers,  who  had 
accompanied  the  troops  in  disguise, 
resumed  the  command;  and  the 
chasseurs  entered  Colmar  with 
their  prisoners  bound. 

Caron  wras  subsequently  con¬ 
demned  to  death ;  Roger  was  ac¬ 
quitted. 

Many  other  parts  of  France, 
besides  her  eastern  frontier,  were 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  dis¬ 
turbed  by  intended  or  attempted 
insurrections.  A  plot  was  disco¬ 
vered  at  Toulon,  and  those  who 
were  engaged  in  it  being  brought 
to  trial,  a  captain  Valle  was  found 
guilty  and  executed  ;  while  others, 
who  did  not  stand  in  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  guilt,  escaped  with  a 
lighter  punishment.  Similar  at¬ 
tempts  were  made  at  Rochefort 
and  Brest.  At  the  latter  place  a 
fruitless  attempt  was  made  to  seize 
the  principal  fort ;  and  in  the  same 
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night  200  of  the  garrison  of  Roche¬ 
fort  marched  out,  and  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  Soubise,  whence  they  dis¬ 
played  the  tri-coloured  dag;  and 
dispatched  emissaries  to  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

In  February,  a  plot  was  disco¬ 
vered  and  suppressed  at  Nantes : 
but  of  all  the  rebellious  attempts 
to  disturb  the  public  tranquillity, 
that  of  general  Berton  to  sur¬ 
prise  Saumur  and  raise  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  revolt  in  the  south  western 
districts,  attracted  the  most  notice, 
as  being  in  itself  the  most  daring, 
and  as  being  carried  farther  towards 
execution  than  any  of  the  others. 
This  conspiracy  broke  out  on  the 
24th  of  February,  in  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  Deux- Sevres,  and  of 
Maine-et- Loire  ;  the  head  quarters 
of  it  were  the  towns  of  Saumur, 
Thouars,  and  Parthenay.  The 
leader  of  the  enterprise  was  the 
ex-general  Berton,  who,  it  was 
said,  acted  in  concert  with  the 
members  of  a  secret  society,  called 
the  Society  of  the  “  Chevaliers  de 
la  Liberte,  or  Carbonari,”  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing 
the  government  of  the  king. 

The  plot  had  been  long  in  ex¬ 
istence.  Meetings  were  held  at 
Saumur,  in  the  house  of  one  of  the 
accused,  named  Caffe,  formerly  a 
surgeon-major,  and  in  the  house 
of  Gauchais,  formerly  a  chief  of 
battalion,  and  also,  at  Parthenay, 
in  the  house  of  one  Moreau,  a 
half-pay  officer.  The  conspiracy 
extended  to  the  departments  of 
Ille  et  Vilaine,  and  Loire  Infe- 
rieure ;  at  least  four  of  the  con¬ 
spirators  belonged  to  those  depart¬ 
ments. 

When  the  plot  was  considered 
sufficiently  ripe,  general  Berton 
arrived  at  Saumur.  He  had  left 
Paris  in  the  beginning  of  January, 
pretending  that  his  only  object 


was  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  son,  a 
sub-lieutenant  of  dragoons  in  gar¬ 
rison  at  Pontivy ;  and  proceeded 
directly  to  Brest,  whither  a  colonel 
Alix  had  previously  repaired,  in 
order,  it  was  believed,  to  seduce  the 
officers  from  the  army,  and  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  to  assist  general  Berton 
in  his  enterprise.  Alix  left  Brest 
on  the  8  th,  was  at  Rennes  on  the 
9th,  and  re-appeared  suddenly  at 
Brest  on  the  11th;  and  on  the 
same  day  had  a  meeting  with 
Berton,  who  left  Brest  on  the  1 5th 
for  Rennes.  General  Berton  af¬ 
terwards  acknowledged  that  he 
learned  in  Rennes  that  the  Cheva¬ 
liers  de  la  Liberte  wished  to  make 
a  movement  in  favour  of  the 
charter,  that  he  yielded  to  the 
solicitations  of  several  persons  to 
place  himself  at  their  head,  and 
that  the  object  of  the  insurrection 
was,  to  take  possession  of  the  town 
of  Saumur.  The  conspirators  of 
Saumur  sent  to  general  Berton  to 
come  to  them,  and  he  arrived  in 
that  towTn  on  the  18  th  or  19th  of 
February.  General  Berton  pro¬ 
ceeded  thence  to  Thouars,  where 
he  had  conferences  with  several  of 
the  accused  conspirators. 

Moreau,  who  had  been  at 
Thouars  to  meet  general  Berton 
on  his  return  to  Parthenay,  had 
conferences  with  Fradin,  a  physi¬ 
cian  and  adjutant  to  the  mayor ; 
Ledem,  a  physician  ;  and  Ricque, 
a  surgeon.  He  informed  them  of 
what  had  passed,  made  them  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  intention  to 
march  on  Saumur,  and  communi¬ 
cated  to  them  the  proclamations 
intended  to  be  published  by  the 
general.  These  three  joined  the 
plot.  Several  other  persons  had 
been  induced  to  take  part  in  the 
conspiracy,  the  act  of  accusation. 

At  four  in  the  morning,  general 
Berton  appeared  in  full  uni- 
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Form  at  the  house  of  a  person, 
named  Pombas,  in  Thouars.  A 
number  of  persons,  assembled  there, 
were  told,  that  the  government  of 
the  king  was  overturned,  that  a 
provisional  government  was  estab¬ 
lished,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
render  themselves  masters  of  the 
gendarmerie.  Immediately  car- 
touches  were  distributed,  the  tri¬ 
coloured  cockade  was  mounted, 
and  they  marched  off.  An  indi¬ 
vidual  of  the  name  of  Delon,  who 
had  been  already  condemned  to 
death,  and  who  had  arrived  at 
Thouars  at  the  same  period  as 
Berton,  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  insurgents.  One  of  the  gen¬ 
darmerie  heard  the  bell  ring  at 
the  door  of  the  barracks.  On  his 
opening  it,  armed  men  rushed 
upon  him  and  commanded  silence; 
others  went  to  the  rooms  of  the 
different  gensdarmes  and  compelled 
them  to  go  down  stairs.  All  the 
brigade,  being  thus  made  prisoners, 
were  conducted  to  the  house  inha¬ 
bited  by  Pombas. 

The  tocsin  was  soon  rung ;  the 
generate  was  beat ;  the  curate  was 
arrested  in  his  bed  by  men  who 
called  themselves  soldiers  of  li¬ 
berty  ;  a  judge  of  the  tribunal  of 
Pressure  was  arrested  in  the 
street,  and  a  member  of  the  muni¬ 
cipal  council,  at  the  house  of  the 
mayoralty,  whither  the  insurgents 
went  to  substitute  the  tri-coloured 
standard  for  the  white  flag,  and  to 
insult  the  bust  of  the  king.  Horses 
and  carriages  were  seized.  The 
insurgents  then  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  an  armourer,  named 
Gaspy,  and  took  possession  of  the 
arms  they  found  there.  Sentinels 
were  placed  at  the  gates  of  the 
town.  Cries  of  “  Vive  la  liberte!” 
“  Vivent  les  peuples”  were  heard. 
A  provisional  government  was 
stated  to  have  been  established  at 


Paris,  of  which  general  Foy, 
Keratry,  Voyer  d’Argenson,  the 
marquis  de  Lafayette,  and  Benja¬ 
min  Constant  were  said  to  be 
members.  This  was  believed.  The 
authorities,  struck  with  stupor, 
assembled  at  the  town  house, 
whither  general  Berton  immedi¬ 
ately  repaired,  accompanied  by 
several  armed  men,  and  declared 
to  them,  that  the  movement  at 
Thouars  extended  through  the 
whole  of  France,  and  that  its  ob¬ 
ject  was  to  recover  public  liberty. 
He  repeated  to  the  mayor,  that  a 
provisional  government  was  estab¬ 
lished,  and  that  he  authorized  him 
to  continue  his  functions.  Berton 
then  proceeded  to  one  of  the  public 
squares,  where  a  person,  named 
Heureux,  who  described  himself 
as  the  deputy  of  the  town  of 
Nantes,  read  two  proclamations. 
One  was  addressed  to  “  The  People.” 
It  announced  the  overthrow  of  the 
king’s  government,  by  which  the 
purchases  of  national  property 
would  be  secured,  and  the  indirect 
contributions  suppressed.  The 
other  was  addressed  to  the  army ; 
it  assured  them  that  all  France 
had  risen,  and  promised  them  vic¬ 
tory,  honour,  and  promotion.  The 
friends  of  honour,  it  stated,  “  are 
allranged  under  the  sacred  standard 
of  the  country.  Our  veteran 
warriors  are  arriving  from  all 
parts,  and  uniting  with  your 
fathers,  your  brothers,  and  your 
friends ;  the  present  is  the  moment 
of  reward  and  thp  fulfilment  of 
glory  !  You  will  answer  the  sum¬ 
mons.  You  are  Frenchmen.”  It 
was  signed  by  the  “  General  com¬ 
manding  the  national  army  of  the 
West.”  These  proclamations  were 
received  with  mingled  cries  of 
“  The  Charter  for  ever — Napoleon 
II.  for  ever — The  Republic  for 
ever,”  The  provisional  govern- 
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ment  was  then  proclaimed,  and 
the  marquis  de  Lafayette  was  de¬ 
clared  generalissimo  of  the  armies. 
Berton  and  Heureux  stated,  that 
the  most  distinguished  members  of 
the  left  side,  and  particularly  baron 
Demarcay,  were  well  informed  of 
what  was  going  on.  Berton  then 
made  several  new  appointments, 
and  re-organized  the  authorities. 
After  these  arrangements  were 
completed,  a  column  consisting  of 
about  15  men  on  horseback,  and 
120  on  foot,  marched  off  with 
drums  beating,  and  the  standard 
of  revolt  flying,  towards  Saumur. 

The  conspirators  of  Saumur 
made  preparations  for  receiving  the 
column.  The  enemy  had  arrived 
at  Montreuil,  only  three  leagues 
distant,  and  yet  the  authorities  of 
Saumur  were  ignorant  of  their 
approach.  At  three  o’clock  Berton 
and  his  band  passed  through  Mon¬ 
treuil,  with  cries  of  “  Vivent  les 
peuples  !  Vive  la  liberte  !  Vive 
Napoleon  II.”  Several  emissaries 
came  from  Saumur  to  meet  him, 
hut  in  the  meantime,  the  brigadier 
of  the  gendarmes  of  Montreuil  had 
sent  forward  one  of  his  men  to 
Saumur,  to  give  notice  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  insurgents,  and 
measures  were  taken  to  prevent 
his  entering  the  town.  A  party 
of  the  cavalry  of  the  school  of 
Saumur  hastened  to  oppose  him. 
Berton  informed  the  officer  who 
commanded  this  party,  that  all  re¬ 
sistance  was  useless,  that  his  corps 
was  only  the  advanced  guard  of 
20,000  men,  who  were  marching 
on  Saumur.  “  You  see,”  he  added, 

“  that  the  national  guard  and  the 
gendarmerie  are  marching  with 
me.  Parthenay,  Loudun,  Niort, 
Thouars,  Chinon,  Bauge,  are  all 
in  a  state  of  insurrection.  The 
cuirassiers  of  Orleans  (in  garrison 
at  Niort)  make  commojj  cause 


with  us.  The  legion  which  is  at 
Angers  is  for  us  also.  At  Rennes, 
Nantes,  Bordeaux — in  all  the  great 
towns  of  France — the  same  move¬ 
ment  has  begun.  Be  advised, 
avoid  the  effusion  of  blood.”  The 
commandant  replied,  that  he  did 
not  know  Berton ;  that  he  had  no 
command  in  the  department,  and 
that,  having  received  orders  to 
resist  his  march,  he  should  oppose 
him  by  force.  However,  he  made 
his  detachment  take  a  half-circuit, 
and  fixed  his  position  behind  the 
bridge  Fouchard.  Berton  and  his 
band  followed  him ;  they  reached 
the  bridge  and  passed  it.  A  new 
detachment  of  cavalry  now  joined 
the  former  one.  Delon  arranged 
the  troops ;  but  the  officer,  who 
commanded  the  first  detachment 
which  had  marched  to  meet  the 
insurgents,  declared  that  he  should 
not  enter;  on  which  Delon  replied, 
that  he  might  answer  for  the  blood 
that  was  shed.  The  mayor  of 
Saumur  advanced  about  7  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  accompanied  by  a 
single  national  guard,  and  sought 
general  Berton,  who,  addressing 
him,  observed  that  he  had  seen  him 
in  Paris,  and  that  he  had  come  in 
the  name  of  liberty.  The  mayor 
replied,  that  he  was  a  rebel  and  a 
blockhead,  and  that  he  must  retire. 
Berton,  disconcerted,  ordered  Mo¬ 
reau  to  withdraw  their  bands  beyond 
the  bridge.  The  bridge  was  eva¬ 
cuated,  and  the  national  guard 
began  to  form  themselves  in  order 
of  battle.  The  insurgents,  on 
their  part,  blocked  up  the  road 
with  carriages,  and  established 
posts,  in  order  that  they  might  not 
be  surprised  by  the  troops  of  the 
town.  Things  remained  in  this 
state  for  several  hours.  The  mayor 
and  Berton  had  another  conference: 
and  the  authorities  of  Saumur  held 
a  council  of  war,  in  which  it  was 
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decided  to  charge  the  enemy  at 
day-break.  Berton  kept  his  posi¬ 
tion  till  midnight ;  when  being  in¬ 
formed  of  the  determination  of  the 
council,  he  ordered  a  retreat. 

He  accomplished  it  in  good 
order,  displaying  a  calmness  which 
can  only  be  explained  by  the  con¬ 
fidence  he  felt  in  consequence  of 
the  inactivity  of  forces  a  hundred 
fold  greater  than  his  own.  His 
intention  was  to  fall  back  on 
Tbouars,  which  is  defended  by  a 
wall  and  a  river,  and  where  he 
would  have  been  protected  from  a 
surprise ;  but  measures  had  already 
been  taken  for  preventing  his  re¬ 
turn.  It  was  now  necessary  for 
the  insurgents  to  disperse.  Several 
of  the  chiefs  fled.  Berton  wan¬ 
dered  about  in  the  department  of 
the  Deux  Sevres  and  la  Charente- 
Inferieure ;  and  was  arrested  about 
the  middle  of  June,  at  the  moment 
when  he  was  preparing  to  embark 
in  new  attempts. 

Of  the  persons  accused  of  being 
engaged  in  this  conspiracy,  1 8 
escaped  ;  and  37,  besides  Berton, 
were  taken  into  custody.  They 
were  brought  to  trial  before  the 
court  of  assize  at  Poictiers,  on  the 
26th  of  August.  The  trial  lasted 
till  the  middle  of  September  ;  the 
result  of  it  was,  that  Berton,  Caffe, 
Sauge,  H.  Fradin,  Senechault,  and 
Jaglin,  were  sentenced  to  death. 
Allix  was  found  guilty  of  the 
capital  offence  by  seven  of  the  jury 
to  five ;  but  the  majority  of  the 
judges  (as  is  usual  in  the  case  of 
so  close  a  division)  joined  with  the 
minority  of  the  j  ury  and  declared 
his  acquittal.  Allix  and  all  the 
others  were  found  guilty  of  not 
revealing  the  plot,  and  sentenced 
to  various  terms  of  confinement, 
from  five  years  to  one  year,  and 
to  fines  of  from  2,000  to  80  francs. 

Berton  and  Caffe,  being  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 


[207 

were  solemnly  degraded.  They 
and  Fradin  and  Senechault  were 
ordered  to  be  executed  in  the 
public  square  of  Poictiers ;  Sauge 
and  Jaglin  in  the  village  of 
Thouars.  Berton  suffered  on  the 
6th  of  October,  displaying  to  the 
last  the  utmost  coolness  ;*  but 
Caffe  escaped  that  very  morning 
from  the  sentence  of  the  law,  by 
inflicting  on  himself  a  deep  wound 
in  the  femoral  artery,  of  which 
he  almost  immediately  expired. 
Fradin  and  Senechault  had  their 
sentence  commuted  into  imprison- 

*„The  following  are  a  few  bio¬ 
graphical  particulars  respecting  this 
state  criminal.  His  name  was  Au¬ 
guste  Berton  ;  and  he  was  born  in  1 774, 
at  the  village  of  Francheval,  about 
a  league  from  Sedan,  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  Ardennes.  His  family  was 
reputable  and  wealthy.  At  the  col¬ 
lege  of  Sedan,  young  Berton  acquired 
the  elements  of  literature  and  the 
sciences,  at  an  early  age  manifesting  a 
strong  love  of  study,  which  he  steadily 
pursued  until  he  reached  the  age  of  17, 
when  his  father  sent  him  to  the  school 
of  Brienne,  shortly  after  Buonaparte 
left  it.  Berton  quitted  Brienne  at  the 
period  of  the  formation  of  the  school 
of  Artillery  of  Chalons,  with  the  in¬ 
tention  of  attaching  himself  to  that 
branch  of  the  army ;  but  in  passing  an 
examination,  was  disconcerted  by 
some  unexpected  questions  which 
were  proposed  to  him  by  a  professor, 
whose  manner  was  not  remarkably 
conciliatory,  and  retired  in  disgust  to 
his  father’s,  at  Francheval.  The  war 
of  the  revolution  commenced  soon 
after,  and  early  in  1793  Berton  enter¬ 
ed  as  sub-lieutenant  in  the  legion  of 
Ardennes.  He  served  in  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meuse,  and  was  rewarded  with  the 
rank  of  captain.  On  returning  to 
France,  he  was  appointed  quarter¬ 
master  of  the  same  regiment,  and  as 
one  of  its  youngest  officers  he  retired 
to  his  home,  after  the  peace  of  Lune- 
ville.  Marshal  Bernadotte,  who  had 
known  Berton  when  he  served  in  the 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meuse,  made 
him  his  staff  major,  and  Berton  served 
in  this  office  in  Hanover,  at  Auster- 
litz,  and  finally  in  Prussia  in  the  cam- 
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ment,  for  20  and  15  years  re-  occurred  on  this  trial.  It  is  the 
spectively.  custom  in  France  to  include  in  the 

Two  remarkable  circumstances  indictment,  not  merely  the  sub- 


paigns  of  1806-7.  In  consequence  of 
the  valour  which  he  displayed  in  the 
attack  upon  Lubeck,  which  Blucher 
occupied  after  the  battle  of  Jena, 
Berton  was  rewarded  with  the  rank  of 
chef  d'escadron ,  and  in  1808  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  was 
afterwards  appointed  chief  of  the  staff- 
major  of  general  Valence,  who  was 
soon  compelled  by  the  state  of  his 
health  to  quit  his  command  ;  upon 
which  Berton  was  attached  to  the 
staff-major  of  the  4th  corps  (Par me e 
under  the  command  of  general  Sebas- 
tiani.  He  distinguished  himself  at 
the  battle  of  Talavera  and  several 
other  engagements  in  the  Peninsula. 
At  Ocana  he  led  the  Polish  lancers  to 
the  attack,  and  displayed  much  skill, 
calmness,  and  intrepidity.  After  the 
capture  of  Malaga,  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  the  place,  and  in  that 
character  he  opposed  the  Guerrillas 
with  great  success.  Marshals  Soult 
and  Sebastiani  had  long  demanded 
for  Berton  the  rank  of  general  officer, 
which  Napoleon  at  length  conferred 
upon  him  by  a  decree  of  the  30th  of 
May,  1813.  Berton  had  ardently  de¬ 
sired  to  quit  the  service  of  the  staff- 
major,  and  therefore  received  his  new 
appointment  with  great  joy.  The 
brigade,  which  was  placed  under 
his  command,  was  composed  of  the  2nd 
Hussars  and  the  13th  and  21st  Chas¬ 
seurs;  and  marshal  Soult  manifested 
the  confidence,  which  he  reposed  in  the 
new  general,  by  constantly  nominating 
him  to  the  honour  of  protecting  the 
retreat,  or  forming  the  advanced 
guard.  At  the  memorable  battle  of 
Toulouse,  the  conduct  of  Berton  in¬ 
creased  his  former  reputation.  The 
only  reward  he  obtained  for  his 
services,  was  to  be  placed  on  half  pay 
immediately  after  the  restoration.  He 
remained  inactive,  until  the  20th  of 
March  of  the  following  year.  In 
1815,  Berton  commanded  a  brigade  of 
the  corps  of  Excelmans,  composed  of 
the  14th  and  17th  Dragoons,  and 
behaved  with  his  accustomed  bravery 
during  the  short  campaign  of  Water¬ 
loo.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  was 
arrested  and  detained  five  months  in 
the  Abbaye,  whence  he  was  liberated 
without  being  brought  to  trial,  and 


without  even  being  informed  of  the 
motives  of  his  arrest.  Berton  wrote  the 
“  Precis  historique ,  critique ,  et  militaire , 
dcs  Battailes  de  Fleurus  et  de  Waterloo  ;'y 
he  also  published  a  commentary  on  the 
work  of  lieut. -general  Taraire,  in¬ 
tituled  “  De  la  Force  dans  les  Gouverne - 
mens  and  a  letter  to  baron  Mounier, 
on  the  subject  of  the  pretended  will 
of  Napoleon.  The  second  of  these 
pamphlets  caused  him  to  be  deprived 
of*  his  disposable  pay,  and  placed  on 
the  retired  list  long  before  the  age 
prescribed  by  the  ordinances.  Berton, 
in  a  Memoire  addressed  to  M.  de 
Tat  our  Maubourg,  bitterly  complained 
of  this  proceeding,  which  he  called 
illegal  and  tyrannical :  he  also  declared 
that  he  considered  as  a  violation  of 
property,  the  order  which  deprived 
him  of  his  allowances,  to  "which,  he  said, 
he  had  as  good  a  title  as  to  an  estate 
purchased  with  his  own  money. 
Berton,  however,  was  not  left  desti¬ 
tute.  He  had  an  estate  near  Villers 
Coterets  that  yielded  him  7,000  or 
8,000  francs  a  year,  which,  added  to 
the  pension  attached  to  his  cross, 
enabled  him  to  live  in  ease,  and  to 
maintain  his  sons  in  a  suitable  manner. 
Berton  had  great  aptitude  and  an 
ardent  relish  for  study :  his  restless 
imagination  would  never  suffer  him 
to  remain  unoccupied ;  and  his  passion 
for  acquiring  knowledge  in  some  mea¬ 
sure  obstructed  his  advancement;  for 
it  often  made  him  neglect  his  external 
appearance,  and  even  some  of  those 
minute  duties,  to  which  generals  wish 
officers  to  be  confined ;  but  as  soon  as 
his  talent  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  itself,  nobody  thought  any 
more  of  reproaching  him  with  the  neg¬ 
ligence  of  his  exterior — they  were 
contented  with  calling  him  in  joke, 
u  the  Independent.”  He  was  frank 
and  generous,  a  sincere  and  approved 
friend,  and  excellent  comrade,  and  the 
best  of  fathers.  His  hair  was  gray, 
and  he  wore  thick  and  black  musta- 
chios.  He  had  a  sparkling  eye,  and  a 
florid  complexion  ;  his  features  were 
rather  ugly,  but  flexible  and  expres¬ 
sive;  his  figure  was  tall,  his  step 
quick,  his  voice  powerful,  and  his 
whole  appearance  bespoke  courage  and 
intrepidity. 
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stantial  charge  against  the  pri¬ 
soner,  but  a  minute  detail  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  alleg¬ 
ed  offence,,  and  likewise  the  deposi¬ 
tions  that  have  been  made  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  it.  Berton  had  given  out, 
that  he  was  acting  in  concert  with 
the  principal  members  of  the  left 
side,  especially  with  generals 
Lafayette  and  F oy,  with  Keratry, 
Constant,  Voyer  d’Argenson,  and 
Demar^ay ;  and  accordingly,  this 
allegation  was  included  in  the 
indictment — not  much  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  deputies  thus  ac¬ 
cused.  To  make  the  matter  worse, 
one  of  the  conspirators,  Grand- 
menil  by  name,  who  had  given 
very  full  evidence  with  respect  to 
the  plot,  swore  positively,  that 
Constant,  Lafitte,  Foy,  and  La¬ 
fayette,  were  accessary  to  the  de¬ 
signs  of  Berton ;  and  this  deposi¬ 
tion  the  public  prosecutor  was 
careful  not  to  omit  in  the  indict¬ 
ment,  though  Grandmenil  had 
subsequently  fled,  so  that  he  could 
no  longer  be  adduced  as  a  witness. 
The  deputies  thus  accused,  and  the 
whole  of  their  party,  were  furious¬ 
ly  indignant  at  the  opprobrium  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  thrown  upon  them ; 
and  as  the  indictment  ( acte  d’ac- 
cusation )  was  published  before 
the  close  of  the  session,  motions 
were  made  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  but  without  success,  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
procureur-general  of  the  royal 
court  of  Poictiers.  M.  St.  Aulaire 
made  a  formal  proposition,  that  the 
procureur-general  should  be  sum¬ 
moned  to  the  bar  of  the  chamber, 
to  answer,  under  the  existing  law 
of  the  press,  for  the  offence  which 
he  had  committed  against  the  legis¬ 
lature  by  throwing  such  imputations 
upon  some  of  its  members.  This 
occasioned  a  long  discussion,  which 
terminated  in  the  complete  triumph 
Vol.  LXIV. 
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of  the  ministers.  It  could  not,  in 
justice,  terminate  otherwise :  for 
the  fault  lay  in  the  law  of  the 
country,  nor  had  anything  con¬ 
trary  to  that  law  been  done.  The 
rule  was,  that  the  indictment 
should  contain  the  depositions  of 
the  witnesses  by  whose  evidences 
the  charge  was  supported,  and  the 
procurenr  -  general  had  done  no¬ 
thing  more  than  this  rule  warranted 
and  even  required.  What  he  had 
done  might  have  proceeded  from 
party  feelings ;  but  that  was  a 
mere  conjecture :  and  it  would 
have  been  absurd  to  have  con¬ 
demned  a  legal  act,  because  it 
might  have  had  its  origin  in  the 
prejudices  of  one  faction,  or  might 
in  its  result  be  disagreeable  to  the 
partialities  of  another.  But,  though 
the  procureur-general  was  technic¬ 
ally  justifiable  in  admitting  into 
the  indictment  the  criminatory 
matter  against  the  chiefs  of  the 
opposition,  he  was  altogether  in¬ 
excusable  for  availing  himself  of 
the  prorogation  of  the  chamber,  to 
insist  in  the  course  of  the  trial  on 
the  truth  of  these  unproved 
charges  against  his  political  oppo¬ 
nents.  In  his  address  to  the  court, 
on  the  5th  of  September  (the  11th 
day  of  the  trial),  he  dwelt  earnest¬ 
ly  on  the  pretended  connection 
of  Constant  and  Lafayette  with 
Berton  and  his  associates.  A 
material  fact,  he  observed,  against 
the  marquis  de  Lafayette  was  the 
presentation  to  him  of  Baudrillet 
by  Grandmenil.  This,  however, 
belonged  to  the  second  plot — 
“  But  I  know  it  may  be  said  by 
induction,  that  if  the  marquis  de 
Lafayette,  is  an  accomplice  of  the 
second  plot,  he  is  equally  so  of 
the  first,  because  the  elements  of 
the  two  conspiracies  are  the  same, 
and  the  principal  agents  are  the 
same,  namely— Berton  and  Grand- 
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meriil.  But  this  is  only  a  moral 
proof.  Material  proofs  against  the 
first  instigators  of  the  plot  are 
wanting.  Why  ?  Not  because 
they  are  innocent,  hut  because 
they  conceal  themselves  behind 
their  Seydes — because  they  enve¬ 
lope  themselves  in  mystery — be¬ 
cause  they  correspond  verbally — 
hut  the  disclosures  of  their  agents 
sometimes  betray  them/' 

The  accusation  called  forth  a 
defensive  letter  from  B.  Constant, 
in  which,  not  satisfied  with  ex¬ 
culpating  himself,  he  broke  out 
into  virulent  abuse  of  his  adversa¬ 
ries.  The  copies  of  it  were 
immediately  seized,  and  he  him¬ 
self  was  prosecuted  before  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  the  correctional  police, 
for  an  alleged  libel  upon  M.  Man- 
gin,  the  procureur-general,  and 
also  on  the  president  of  the  royal 
court  of  Poictiers.  M.  Constant 
defended  himself  upon  two  grounds; 
he  first  alleged  that  the  letter  was 
written  by  him  in  his  character  of 
deputy,  and  denied  the  competency 
of  the  court  to  try  him.  This  was 
over-ruled.  He  then  proceeded 
to  justify  himself  on  the  merits. 
His  whole  offence,  he  said,  con¬ 
sisted  in  having  repelled  the  im¬ 
putation  which  was  attempted  to 
be  fixed  upon  him — that  of  seduc¬ 
ing,  and  afterwards  abandoning 
a  set  of  unhappy  men.  He  had, 
he  would  admit,  defended  himself 
with  warmth  and  freedom,  against 
the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  him ;  but,  had  he  acted 
otherwise,  he  should  deserve  the 
reproaches  which  had  been  cast 
upon  him.  All  honourable  men 
in  France  would  approve  of  his 
conduct,  and  all  generous  hearts 
would  sympathise  with  his  feel¬ 
ings.  This  sympathy  did  not, 
however,  extend  to  the  court ; 
for  he  was  found  guilty,  on  the 


first  count,  of  a  libel  on  M.  Man- 
gin  ;  and  acquitted  on  the  second, 
of  libelling  the  president  of  the 
court  and  the  bench.  The  sen¬ 
tence  passed  on  him,  was  a  fine  of 
500  francs  and  a  month’s  impri¬ 
sonment. 

The  other  incident,  which  we 
have  alluded  to  as  remarkable  in 
this  trial,  occurred  on  the  sixth  of 
September,  which  was  the  twelfth 
day  of  the  judicial  proceedings.  The 
evidence  for  the  prosecution,  and 
the  attorney-general’s  comment 
upon  it,  being  concluded,  the  court 
called  upon  M.  Drault,  the  advo¬ 
cate  who  had  been  assigned  by 
the  court  to  the  accused  general, 
to  proceed  in  the  defence.  M. 
Drault  replied  that  he  had  no  au¬ 
thority  to  defend  the  accused.  The 
attorney-general  expressed  his  sur¬ 
prise  at  such  an  assertion  from  an 
advocate,  who  had  been  officially- 
appointed  by  the  court  to  be  the 
prisoner’s  counsel.  M.  Drault,  ad¬ 
mitting  that  the  court  had  ap¬ 
pointed  him,  said,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  had  been  annulled  by  the 
refusal  of  Berton  to  accept  his 
services.  The  attorney-general 
remarked,  that  the  whole  proceed¬ 
ings  would  be  null  and  void,  if  it 
should  appear  on  the  record  that 
the  accused  had  not  been  defended 
by  counsel ;  and  threatened  M. 
Drault  with  the  most  severe  con¬ 
sequences,  if  he  did  not  perform 
the  duty  which  the  court  had  as¬ 
signed  to  him.  M.  Drault  main¬ 
tained,  that  he  was  not  bound  to 
defend  a  prisoner  who  rejected  his 
assistance.  The  president  then 
solemnly  called  upon  M.  Drault. 
to  proceed.  M.  Drault  replied-^ 
<c  I  declare  from  my  soul  and.: 
conscience,  that  I  cannot  swerve 
from  my  resolution.  I  would  ra¬ 
ther  be  sacrificed  myself,  than  sa¬ 
crifice  the  interests  of  the  accused-- 
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I  am  not  prepared  for  his  defence ; 
I  should  defend  him  feebly.”  The 
attorney-general  then  called  upon 
the  elder  members  of  the  bar  to 
advise  with  their  young  colleague, 
and  caution  him  against  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  his  refusal  to  do  his 
duty.  One  of  the  elder  counsel 
then  moved,  that  the  sitting  might 
be  suspended,  in  order  to  give  M. 
.Drault  time  to  reflect  upon  the 
subject.  The  sitting  was  suspend¬ 
ed  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ; 
at  the  end  of  which  M.  Drault 
said,  that  the  result  of  the  delibe¬ 
ration  was  a  determination  on  his 
part  not  to  defend  the  accused,  be¬ 
cause  he  feared  that  he  should  de¬ 
fend  him  weakly.  The  attorney- 
general  then  called  upon  the  court 
to  record  the  obstinacy  of  M. 
Drault,  with  a  view  to  future  pro¬ 
ceedings  against  him.  The  elder 
counsel  begged,  that  their  young 
colleague  might  have  further  time 
to  consider  the  matter ;  but  the 
attorney-general  not  consenting  to 
this  proposition,  the  court  ordered 
the  disobedience  of  M.  Drault  to 
be  recorded ;  and  afterwards  on 
the  13th  of  September,  proceeding 
on  an  article  of  the  decree  of  the 
14th  of  December,  1814  (which 
declares  that  “  the  advocate  offi¬ 
cially  appointed  to  defend  a  per¬ 
son  accused  cannot  refuse  his  ser¬ 
vices,  unless  the  reasons  for  his 
being  excused  or  prevented  be  ap¬ 
proved,”)  made  an  order,  that  his 
name  should  be  erased  from  the 
list  of  the  advocates  of  the  royal 
court  of  Poictiers. 

Connected  probably  with  the 
conspiracy  of  Berton,  but  wider 
in  its  ramifications,  was  the  plot 
which  was  discovered  at  Rochelle 
on  the  19th  of  March.  The 
greater  number  of  the  persons  en¬ 
gaged  in  it  belonged  to  the  45th 
regiment  of  the  line  ;  but  it  ema¬ 
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nated,  if  we  can  believe  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  France,  from  the  Car¬ 
bonari,  and  had  its  origin  at  Paris* 
That  capital  was  said  to  have  a 
regular  organization  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  promoting  insurrection, 
which  was  constituted  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  At  the  head  of 
all  was  a  directing  committee,  or 
supreme  lodge,  which  had  three 
ministers  charged  to  superintend 
the  punctual  execution  of  its  or¬ 
ders.  Under  this  supreme  lodge 
the  association  was  divided  into 
several  degrees  of  small  clubs, 
composed  of  from  eight  to  twenty 
members  each,  but  completely  un¬ 
known  to  each  other.  There  were 
three  principal  degrees  of  these 
clubs  or  lodges,  viz.— The  high 
lodges,  which  were  next  to  the  su¬ 
preme  lodge ;  the  central  lodges  ; 
and  the  private  lodges.  Every 
private  lodge  sent  a  delegate  to  the 
central  lodge,  which  sent  one  to 
the  high  lodge.  Through  these 
delegates,  the  orders  of  the  supreme 
lodge  reached  the  lowest  ranks  of 
the  Carbonari.  Nothing  was  writ¬ 
ten  :  all  the  orders  were  commu¬ 
nicated  verbally.  Besides  the 
Carbonari,  there  existed  another 
association  called  the  <(  Society  of 
the  Chevaliers  of  Liberty,”  in 
which  noviciates  were  put  to  the 
test.  The  initiated  were  bound  by 
oath  to  assist  their  brethren,  and 
to  obey  their  chiefs ;  and  when  they 
were  sufficiently  tried,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  ranks  of  the  Cata¬ 
lonians.  All  the  laws  of  these  so¬ 
cieties  were  directed  towards  the 
essential  point  of  blindly  obeying 
their  chiefs,  in  order  to  gain  liberty 
by  main  force. 

Such  was  the  picture  given  by 
a  solemn  judicial  record  of  the 
machinery  of  insurrection,  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  constantly  at  work ; 
how  much  of  fancy,  or  at  least 
[P  2] 
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of  exaggeration  it  may  contain,  it 
would  be  presumptuous  in  us  to 
determine.  The  subsequent  facts 
were  better  established.  In  1821, 
the  attention  of  the  police  of  Paris 
was  drawn  to  one  of  these  pretend¬ 
ed  lodges,  at  the  head  of  which, 
and  indeed  representing  it  in  the 
supreme  lodge,  was  a  Parisian 
advocate  of  the  name  of  Bardere. 
This  man,  in  conjunction  with  one 
Abassis,  a  captain  in  the  45th  re¬ 
giment  of  the  line,  formed  a  plan 
to  seduce  that  body  of  troops  from 
their  allegiance  through  the  in¬ 
strumentality  of  the  sub-officers. 
At  the  head  of  the  sub-officers  was 
serjeant  major  Bories,  who  un¬ 
dertook  to  form  a  military  lodge 
in  the  regiment.  About  twenty 
serjeants  and  corporals  entered 
into  the  scheme  and  were  initiated, 
swearing  upon  a  drawn  sabre, 
under  pain  of  death,  to  reveal  no¬ 
thing.  Bories  transmitted  to  the 
initiated  the  signs  and  words  of 
recognizance— viz.  Speranza,  fede, 
carita.  The  same  words  were  al¬ 
leged  to  have  been  employed  at 
Toulon,  at  Nantes,  and  in  nearly  all 
the  other  conspiracies.  Bories  was 
delegated  from  his  own  lodge  to 
that  of  Bardere,  where  he  received 
orders  to  distribute  to  the  initiated 
money  and  poniards.  The  regi¬ 
ment  having  left  Paris  for  Iio- 
chelle,  Bories  assembled  the  con¬ 
spirators  at  the  Fleur  de  Lys  Inn, 
in  Orleans,  where  a  repast  was 
prepared  for  them,  and  disclosed 
his  views  ;  but,  upon  this,  some  of 
the  persons,  whom  he  had  seduced, 
took  the  alarm,  accused  him  of  de¬ 
ceiving  them,  and  no  longer  at¬ 
tended  the  meetings.  In  the  course 
of  the  march,  Bories  was  broken 
for  neglect  of  discipline,  and  when 
the  regiment  arrived  at  Rochelle, 
was  confined  in  the  tower.  One 
Goubin,  who  was  appointed  to  suc¬ 


ceed  him  in  his  office,  had  several 
mysterious  conferences  in  the  envi¬ 
rons  of  the  town  with  a  deputy 
from  Paris,  and  a  general  who  was 
believed  to  be  general  Berton.  It 
was  resolved  to  take  possession  of 
the  avenues  to  the  barracks,  arrest 
the  officers,  and  join  the  Carbonari 
who  were  to  appear  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  well-armed,  and  under 
the  tri-coloured  flag.  Goubin 
was  displaced,  and  Perrier,  who 
was  his  successor,  also  carried  on 
the  conspiracy.  At  last  Goupillon, 
one  of  the  newly-initiated,  being 
seized  with  remorse,  went  to  his 
colonel  the  marquis  de  Toustain, 
and  confessed  to  him  all  he  knew 
of  the  conspiracy. 

s<  On  the  19th  of  March,”  said 
Toustain,  when  afterwards  giving 
evidence  on  the  trial,  “  Goupillon 
asked  to  speak  to  me.  I  remarked 
in  his  features  a  great  change.  He 
was  pale :  tears  gushed  from  his 
eyes.  I  observed  that  he  spoke  of 
any  thing,  but  that  which  he  wish¬ 
ed  to  say.  f  I  am  certain,*  said  I, 
that  you  have  something  im¬ 
portant  to  communicate.  We 
may  commit  faults ;  we  may 
become  criminal,  but  we  cannot 
cease  to  be  esteemed  when  we 
confess  the  error.  What  I  said 
melted  him  to  tears,  and  with 
expressions  of  the  most  lively  re¬ 
pentance,  he  revealed  to  me  that 
there  existed  a  plot — that  the 
tri- coloured  flag  was  to  be  hoisted 
—  that  fire  was  to  be  put  to  the 
barracks — that  the  regiment  was 
to  be  excited  to  revolt,  and  that 
he  knew  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
spiracy.  I  asked  him  the  names 
of  the  accomplices :  he  gave  me  a 
list.  Troubled — agitated  by  re¬ 
morse,  he  told  me  he  was  sure  of 
becoming  the  victim  of  his  devo-. 
tion — that  he  had  been  made  to 
swear  on  a  poniard  not  to  reveal 
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these  names.  I  bade  him  calm 
himself,  and  told  him  he  had 
acted  like  an  honest  man.  You 
have  been  guilty,  but  you  have 
done  a  great  service  to  govern¬ 
ment  by  your  discoveries.  You 
must  give  a  more  detailed  ac¬ 
count/  He  then  drew  from  his 
boot  the  blade  of  a  poniard,  with 
which  he,  as  well  as  the  other 
conspirators  were  provided,  to 
commit  suicide  in  case  of  detec¬ 
tion.” 

The  colonel  immediately  arrest¬ 
ed  twelve  persons  pointed  out  by 
this  repentant  conspirator  and 
weeping  informer :  and  others 
were  taken  into  custody  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days.  Information  of  the 
plot  was  transmitted  to  Paris, 
where  Bardere  and  his  supposed 
associates  were  forthwith  com¬ 
mitted  to  prison. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  the 
accused  were  brought  to  trial 
before  the  assize  court  of  Paris. 
Twelve  of  them,  among  whom 
was  the  advocate  Bardere,  were 
charged  with  having  participated 
in  a  plot  to  destroy  or  change  the 
government,  or  the  order  of  suc¬ 
cession  to  the  throne,  or  to  excite 
citizens  to  arm  themselves  against 
the  [royal  authority :  thirteen 
others,  with  having  concealed  the 
plot  for  24  hours  after  it  came  to 
their  knowledge.  Three  days 
were  spent  in  altercations  between 
the  judge  and  the  prisoners,  con¬ 
cerning  the  effect  of  their  former 
depositions — in  attempts  to  puzzle 
or  entangle  on  the  one  hand,  and 
in  the  exercise  of  an  unscrupulous 
ingenuity  on  the  other.  Fifty- two 
witnesses  were  afterwards  exa¬ 
mined.  The  trial  was  not  finished 
till  the  5th  of  September.  The 
result  of  it  was,  that  four  were 
condemned  to  death ;  three  to  two 
years’  imprisonment ;  one  to  three 
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years;  and  three  to  five  years. 
One  was  placed  under  the  superin¬ 
tendence  of  the  police  for  15 
years.  Thirteen  were  acquitted. 
The  fate  of  Bories,  Goubin, 
Raoulx,  and  Pomier,  sentenced  to 
death,  excited  an  extraordinary 
interest.  Several  advocates  em¬ 
braced  and  wept  over  them  in 
the  open  court.  The  eldest  of 
them  was  only  27  years  of  age. 

The  interest  taken  by  some 
classes  of  persons  in  the  fate  of 
these  individuals,  was  strongly  ex¬ 
emplified  by  an  attempt  which  was 
made  to  liberate  them  from  the 
Bicetre,  where  they  were  confined. 
A  student  of  medicine,  of  the  name 
of  Marque,  who  attended  the  phy¬ 
sicians  of  that  gaol  in  their  visits 
to  its  hospital,  sought  assiduously 
to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the 
keeper.  After  a  few  interviews, 
the  conversation  turned  upon  the 
situation  of  the  condemned  men. 
Endeavours  were  made  to  excite 
his  sympathy  for  their  fate;  and 
finally,  very  ample  bribes  were  prof¬ 
fered,  and  conferences  took  place  to 
concert  their  escape.  The  importu¬ 
nities  of  Marque  became  more  and 
more  urgent ;  he  went  so  far  as  to 
offer  50,000  francs,  and  gave  hopes 
of  much  more.  Several  interviews 
for  concluding  the  affair  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  but  some  difficulties  al¬ 
ways  intervened  to  defeat  them. 
At  length  the  student  Marque  ap¬ 
plied  to  know  definitively,  what 
terms  the  gaoler  would  accept, 
declaring  himself  prepared  to 
guarantee  the  fulfilment  of  any 
conditions,  which  he  should  insist 
upon.  It  was  finally  agreed,  that 
the  gaoler  should  receive  ten 
thousand  francs  in  hand,  and  fifty 
thousand  more  upon  the  escape  of 
the  prisoners :  and,  in  pursuance 
of  this  agreement.  Marque  on  the 
20th  of  September,  entering  the 
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lodge  of  the  gaoler,  produced  the 
ten  thousand  francs.  An  officer, 
who  was  in  attendance  (for  the 
gaoler  had  all  along  communicated 
the  progress  of  the  negociation  to 
his  superiors),  immediately  arrest¬ 
ed  the  student;  who,  with  his 
confederates,  was  afterwards  tried 
and  convieted.  The  four  con¬ 
demned  criminals  at  the  allotted 
time,  suffered  the  sentence  of  the 
law  in  the  Place  de  Greve ,  with 
unshrinking  constancy.  £See  Chro¬ 
nicle.] 

These  trials  excited  intense 
curiosity  in  France,  and  indeed 
throughout  all  Europe.  It  can¬ 
not  be  pretended,  that  those  who 
suffered  did  not  deserve  their  fate : 
their  guilt  was  beyond  all  doubt ; 
but,  nevertheless,  in  the  mode  of 
their  trial,  there  was  much  to 
blame.  The  proceedings,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  usual  course  of  criminal 
judicature  in  France,  and  in  op¬ 
position  to  all  our  maxims,  and  to 
every  principle  of  liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice,  commenced  with  interro¬ 
gating  the  prisoners  strictly,  both 
as  to  the  matters  charged  against 
them,  and  as  to  their  former 
admissions  or  denials.  No  in¬ 
genuity  was  spared  in  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  court  to  puzzle  them, 
by  pointing  out  and  calling  for 
explanations  of  inconsistencies, 
real  or  apparent,  between  their 
first  depositions  on  their  private 
examinations,  and  their  final  an¬ 
swers  before  the  tribunal.  The 
judges  acted  with  the  zeal  of  ad¬ 
vocates  retained  to  prosecute ;  and 
bitter,  unseemly  altercations  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  prisoners  en¬ 
sued.*  In  the  examination  of  the 


witnesses,  all  the  rules  of  evidence, 
which  are  deemed  most  important 
among  us,  were  habitually  vio¬ 
lated.  These  were  great  defects  ; 
but  they  were  the  defects  of  the 
judicial  system,  and  not  imputa¬ 
ble  as  blame  to  the  existing  mi¬ 
nisters.  Our  rules  of  evidence 
are  frequently  reprobated,  espe¬ 
cially  by  the  zealots  of  freedom,  as 
strict,  technical,  and  absurd,  and 
as  affording  shelter  and  protection 
to  crime.  Sometimes  they  may 
have  that  effect ;  for  the  same  in¬ 
stitutions,  which  are  the  safe-guard 
of  innocence,  may,  in  particular 
circumstances,  be  employed  to  fa¬ 
vour  the  escape  of  guilt.  But  let 
those  who  would  rashly  sweep 
them  away — those  who  tell  us 
that  we  ought  to  receive  in  our 
courts  every  thing  that  a  man 
would  naturally  take  into  account 
in  forming  his  private  opinion  on 
the  subject — let  these  votaries  of  a 
shallow  theory  contemplate  the 
trials  of  the  conspirators  of  Sau- 
mur  and  La  Rochelle,  and  there 
observing  the  consequences  of  such 
an  improvement  as  that  which  they 
call  for,  let  them  learn  to  venerate 
the  profound  though  ancient  wis¬ 
dom  of  our  legal  institutions. 

During,  and  after  these  political 
trials,  the  public  attention  was 
drawn  to  great  numbers  of  prose¬ 
cutions,  instituted  by  the  authori¬ 
ties  against  various  publications, 
for  offences  against  the  law  of  the 
press.  In  most  of  the  cases  con¬ 
victions  were  obtained;  there  were 
a  few  instances  of  acquittals. 
Examples  of  both  will  be  found 
in  the  Chronicle.  In  one  day,  the 
correctional  tribunal  condemned 


*  The  following  is  a  specimen  of  the  that  an  emissary  of  the  prosecutor  had, 
procedure  of  French  tribunals.  On  on  the  preceding  day,  been  in  com- 
the  third  day  of  the  trial  of  the  con-  munication  with  the  witnesses.  The 
spirators  of  La  Rochelle,  they  alleged,  president  ordered  the  officer  of  the 
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MM.  Jouy,  Arnault,  Jal  Emma¬ 
nuel  Dupaty,  Gosse,  and  Cauehois 
Lemaire,  authors  of  the  c  Miroir 
des  Spectacles/  and  Lepage,  editor 
of  the  f  Courier  des  Spectacles/  to 
two  month’s  imprisonment  and  a 
fine  of  500  francs  each,  for  co¬ 
vertly  publishing  political  articles 
in  their  journals  without  the  royal 
authority  and  the  requisite  secu¬ 


court  to  prevent  this,  hut  threatened, 
in  his  turn,  that  before  the  day  was 
ended,  it  would  be  seen  “  who  had 
been  tampering  with  the  witnesses.” 

Bories. — I  challenge  the  prosecutor 
to  prove  this. 

The  President _ We  do  not  say 

that  the  fact  exists,  hut  that  we  fear 
it,  and  that  the  proceedings  will  prove 
it. 

After  this  affair  was  settled,  the 
president  proceeded  to  interrogate 
Gauran.  This  prisoner,  a  student  of 
medicine  by  profession,  denied  all  that 
Henon  had  said  about  him  in  his  first 
examination,  and  affirmed  with  great 
warmth,  that  he  never  had  been  a 
member  of  a  lodge  of  Carbonari. 

President. — Answer  with  more  com¬ 
posure. 

Gauran.-— I  answer  with  firmness 
and  innocence. 

President. — You  know  much  better 
than  I,  that  you  are  a  member  of  a 
club  of  Carbonari. 

Gauran. — If  you  know  better  than  I, 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say:  I  sit 
down.  - 

President — A  packet  of  twenty- 
five  cartridges  were  found  at  your 
house. 

Gauran. — That  is  a  present  made 
me  by  one  of  my  comrades.  They 
were  for  firing  with  a  pistol. 

President. — But  they  are  large 
enough  for  a  musket. 

Gauran. — I  run  them  in  a  mould 
for  the  purpose  of  making  pistol  balls. 

President — The  law  of  the  Carbo¬ 
nari  prescribes  the  possession  of  25 
cartridges,  and  this  fact  confirms  the 
testimony  of  Henon. 

Gauran. — You  know  what  credit 
Henon  deserves. 

President. — Henon  has  retracted  a 
part  of  his  declarations,  but  the  jury 
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rities.  In  other  words,  their  of¬ 
fence  consisted  in  deviating  into  a 
joke,  good  or  bad,  with  a  political 
tendency,  in  works  which,  from 
their  announcement  and  the  mode 
of  their  registry,  professed  to  he 
devoted  to  the  drama  or  to  litera¬ 
ture.  Foreign  journals  favourable 
to  the  liberal  party,  were  excluded 
from  the  kingdom ;  and  provincial 


will  decide  Avhich  of  his  depositions  is 
most  agreeable  to  truth. 

Here  a  long  altercation  took  place 
between  the  accused,  the  prosecutor, 
and  the  president  of  the  court,  about 
the  hardship  to  which  the  prisoner 
alleged  he  had  been  subjected  after 
his  first  arrest.  Baoulx,  another  of 
the  prisoners,  was  then  subjected  to 
the  ordeal  of  the  president’s  fire.  He 
boldly  denied  that  he  was  a  member 
of  a  Carbonari  club,  and  averred  that 
he  was  only  the  secretary  of  a  philan¬ 
thropic  association. 

President. — But  the  poniards - 

The  Accused. — They  were  merely 
mystic  symbols  bought  at  an  old 
clothes’  shop. 

President. — In  your  first  declara¬ 
tions  you  often  spoke  of  a  plot  among 
the  Carbonari? 

Baoulx  (with  warmth).—  I  never 
spoke  of  a  plot  ;  it  is  a  falsehood. 

President. — Y our  declarations  were 
read  to  you,  and  you  did  not  efface 
that  word  ? 

Baoulx. — They  were  not  read  to 
me. 

President. — I  know  too  well  the 
judges  of  first  instance,  to  believe 
that  they  will  not  do  their  duty. 

After  the  president  had  interrogated 
others  of  the  prisoners,  Pereton,  one 
of  them,  retracted  the  declarations 
which  he  made  on  his  apprehension  at 
Bochelle,  saying  he  uttered  them  in 
hopes  of  his  liberation. 

President. — Pereton,  you  expected 
promotion  from  gen.  Berton. 

Pereton. — No,  sir. 

Bories — No  promotion  was  pro¬ 
mised  to  any  one. 

President. — Several  of  the  accused 
say,  that  they  were  promised  promo¬ 
tion.  One  of  them  even  said,  that  he 
saw  a  captain’s  commission  signed. 
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printers  were  punished  for  putting 
their  names  to  election  addresses, 
which  were  supposed  to  contain 
insinuations  against  the  upper 
classes.  In  every  way  the  mi¬ 
nistry  showed  a  disposition  to 
exert  to  the  uttermost  the  ample 
powers  over  the  press,  with  which 
the  laws  of  the  preceding  March 
had  armed  them.  When  these 
laws  were  passed,  it  had  been  sup¬ 
posed,  that  they  would  be  held 
rather  in  terrorem  over  the  heads 
of  journalists,  than  brought  at  once 
into  full  activity ;  and  that,  like 
banishment  in  cases  of  libel  among 
us,  they  would  either  be  kept  in 
store  till  some  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity,  or  tried  only  in  a  case 
where  public  sympathy  was  against 
the  offender.  But  these  hopes 
were  disappointed.  No  sooner  did 
the  royal  courts  obtain  the  power 
to  imprison  editors,  and  to  deprive 
journals  of  the  rights  of  publishing 
j  udicial  proceedings,  than  theybegan 
to  exercise  it  without  regardto  public 
opinion,  or  any  show  of  moderation. 

The  French  ministry  displayed 
the  suspicions  which  haunted  them 
in  other  ways  besides  the  gagging 
of  the  press.  In  October,  an  Eng¬ 
lishman,  of  the  name  of  Bowring, 
was  arrested  at  Calais  on  his  way 
to  London.  After  his  papers  and 
baggage  had  been  seized  and 
scrutinized,  he  was  thrown  into 
prison ;  where  he  was  subjected  to 
their  tyrannical  system  of  repeat¬ 
edly  examining  and  cross-examin¬ 
ing  every  man  who  has  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  be  accused ;  and,  though 
sir  Charles  Stuart  and  Mr.  Canning 
immediately  took  all  proper  steps 
in  his  behalf,  it  was  not  till  after 
some  weeks  confinement  that  he 
was  liberated,  no  specific  charge 
having  ever  been  communicated  to 
him  or  stated  against  him.  Shortly 
sifter  this  arrest,  sir  Robert  Wilson 


was  ordered  to  quit  Paris  in 
twenty-four  hours. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  con¬ 
siderable  tumults  had  occurred  in 
Paris.  These  were  occasioned 
sometimes  by  the  missionaries,  who, 
countenanced  by  the  arch-bishop 
of  Paris,  countinued  their  zealous 
labours ;  though,  for  the  most  part, 
the  churches  which  were  honoured 
with  their  presence,  were  instantly 
surrounded  by  mobs,  who  threw 
squibs  and  crackers  amongst  the 
congregation  of  the  faithful,  till 
a  general  dispersion  took  place 
amid  the  groans  of  the  devout  and 
the  trumpets  of  the  military  !  This 
was  said  to  be  a  daily  spectacle  * 
(a  decent  way  certainly  of  recom¬ 
mending  Christianity  to  a  nation). 
At  other  times  the  disturbance  of 
the  public  quiet  arose  from  the 
students  of  law  and  medicine, 
who  have  been  long  distinguished 
by  the  prevalence  of  a  spirit  of 
insubordination  ;  and  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  it  wTas  necessary  to 
have  recourse  more  than  once  to 
force.  In  the  month  of  June,  the 
law  students  made  an  attempt  to 
commemorate  the  anniversary  of 
the  death  of  the  younger  Lalle- 
mand,  who  met  an  untimely  fate 
in  the  riots  of  1820.  The  autho¬ 
rities,  from  a  foolish  obstinacy  in 
preventing  the  design,  caused  the 
gates  of  the  cemetery  of  Pere  la 
Chaise,  to  be  closed,  and  posted  a 
civil  power  in  the  neighbourhood. 
When  the  students  appeared 
clothed  in  deep  mourning,  they 
were  refused  admission  into  the 
burial  ground ;  persisting  in  their 
ceremony,  they  were  opposed  with 
equal  obstinacy ;  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  was  a  charge  of  the 
gendarmerie,  in  which  upwards  of 
twenty  of  the  students  were  se¬ 
verely  wounded,  and  eight  taken 
prisoners. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  authorities  deemed  it  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  the  strong 
measure  of  entirely  suppressing 
the  faculty  of  medicine  at  Paris. 

The  sensitive  and  suspicious 
jealousy  of  the  ministers  was  dis¬ 
played,  likewise,  in  the  changes 
that  were  made  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  to  inferior  administrative 
situations.  In  the  beginning  of 
March,  many  peace  officers,  and 
many  persons  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  prefecture  of  the 
police  were  discharged :  two  chiefs 
of  division  in  the  office  of  the 
minister  of  justice  were  at  the 
same  time  removed  from  their 
posts :  fifty-eight  public  functiona¬ 
ries,  such  as  sub-prefects  and  se¬ 
cretaries  general  of  prefectures, 
were  also  dismissed  suddenly. 

In  October,  a  royal  ordinance 
appeared,  containing  a  list  of  the 
departments  and  arrondissements 
whose  deputies  were  to  vacate  their 
seats,  and  convoking  their  electoral 
colleges  on  the  13  th  and  20th  of  the 
ensuing  month  for  the  exercise  of 
their  electoral  rights.  In  this  list 
there  were  16  departments  (or  a 
fifth  part  of  the  constituent  body 
of  France),  which  returned,  for  the 
departmental  colleges  and  colleges 
of  arrondissement,  84  members. 
Of  these,  4 3  sat  in  the  last  session 
on  the  left  side,  and  41  belonged 
to  the  right.  The  proportion  of 
members  for  departments  (where  a 
considerable  fortune  is  required  to 
qualify  for  a  vote)  was  33  ;  and  for 
arrondissements,  (where  a  smaller 
property,  or  the  payment  of  a 
smaller  impost,  qualifies  the  elec¬ 
tor),  51 ;  and  the  eff  ect  of  the  elec¬ 
toral  law  which  created  the  two 
different  classes  of  electors,  was 
seen  in  this — that  out  of  the  33 
8  seats  for  departments,  the  liberals 
held  only  4 ;  and  that  out  of  the 


51  for  arrondissements,  they  occu¬ 
pied  39  i  while  of  the  former,  the 
royalists  occupied  22,  and  of  the 
latter  only  12.  Several  distin¬ 
guished  liberals  were  included  in 
this  expiring  series :  M.  B.  Con¬ 
stant  was  among  the  number. 
Many  of  the  out-going  members 
of  the  royalist  side  were  appointed 
presidents  of  the  electoral  colleges 
for  the  nomination  of  their  suc¬ 
cessors  ;  while  not  one  member  of  the 
cote  gauche  received  that  honour. 

The  result  of  the  new  elections 
was  highly  favourable  to  the  mi¬ 
nistry ;  and  still  more  adverse  to  the 
vehemently  liberal.  Thirty,  decided 
ultra-royalist  partisans,  were  re¬ 
turned  and  only  seven  adherents  of 
the  cote  gauche ;  the  remaining 
forty-seven  belonged  to  what  was 
called  the  centre-right — men,  not 
sworn  vassals  of  the  ultra-royalist 
party,  but  leaning  towards  the  mi¬ 
nisters  and  unfriendly  to  the  Oppo¬ 
sition. 

The  political  history  of  France 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  is 
intimately  connected  with  the 
congress,  which,  in  conformity  to 
what  had  been  agreed  upon  be¬ 
tween  the  sovereigns  when  assem¬ 
bled  at  Laybach,  was  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  winter  held  in  Verona. 
The  emperor  and  empress  of 
Austria,  with  the  kings  of  Prussia 
and  Sardinia,  arrived  there  on  the 
15th  of  October,  and  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  two  days  later.  The 
duke  of  Wellington  attended  the 
deliberations  on  the  part  of  Eng¬ 
land:  France  was  represented  by 
the  viscount  Montmorency  and  the 
viscount  Chateaubriand.  Among 
the  eminent  personages,  who  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
congress,  were  prince  Metternich 
and  the  chevalier  de  Gentz  ;  count 
Nesselrode,  count  Pozzo  di  Borgo, 
the  senator  TatischefF>  count  Mon, 
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cenigo,  prince  Harden  berg,  count 
JSernstorff,  and  cardinal  Spina,  the 
representative  of  the  pope. 

The  conferences  lasted  till  the 
middle  of  December,  and  were 
conducted  with  uncommon  se¬ 
crecy.  Every  precaution  was  taken 
to  baffle  prying  curiosity ;  no 
stranger  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  Verona,  without  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  explanation  to  the  Aus¬ 
trian  authorities,  of  the  business 
which  kept  him  there ;  nor  was 
permission  even  to  pass  through 
that  town  easy  to  be  obtained. 
Conjecture  was  busy  every- where ; 
rumours  of  warlike  councils  began 
to  prevail,  fortified  by  the  threat¬ 
ening  aspect  which  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  France  on  the  Spanish 
frontier  were  every  day  more  and 
more  assuming ;  and  though  these 
rumours  did  not  for  some  time  ex¬ 
cite  serious  apprehensions,  yet,  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  November,  the 
belief  which  they  won  was  well 
attested,  by  the  fall  which  took 
place  in  the  government  securities 
of  all  the  continental  powers,  and  in 
some  degree,  in  those  of  England  too. 

Three  subjects,  it  was  supposed 
(and  as  afterwards  appeared  with 
truth)  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  congregated  sovereigns,  gene¬ 
rals,  and  ministers — Italy,  Turkey, 
and  Spain.  With  respect  to  the 
former  two,  there  was  no  reason 
to  complain  of  the  course  of  policy 
which  was  adopted,  for  peace  was 
preserved  in  the  East,  and  the  si¬ 
tuation  of  Italy  was  in  some  res¬ 
pects  ameliorated.  The  army  of 
occupation  in  Naples  was  to  be 
reduced  by  17,000  men;  and  the 
Austrian  troops  were  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  Piedmont,  by  three 
equal  portions,  in  January,  May, 
and  August  following,  so  that  the 
evacuation  of  that  country  might 
be  complete  by  September  1823. 


It  was  not  equally  easy  to  come 
to  a  decision  with  repect  to  the 
affairs  of  Spain.  M.  de  Montmo¬ 
rency  represented  the  existence  of 
the  actual  government  of  Spain  as 
inconsistent  with  the  safety  of 
monarchical  power,  and  called 
upon  the  sovereigns  to  make  com¬ 
mon  cause  against  it ;  or,  if  they 
would  not  proceed  so  far,  to  look 
on  with  indifference  or  with  favour, 
while  France  took  up  arms  against 
so  dangerous  a  neighbour,  and 
re-established  the  throne  of  Fer¬ 
dinand  on  the  ruins  of  the  Cortes. 
To  this  policy  Russia  was  decidedly 
inclined ;  Austria  and  Prussia  were 
less  resolute  for  violent  measures, 
though  they  agreed  in  condemn¬ 
ing  vehemently  the  proceedings  of 
the  Cortes.  England,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  advocated  the  cause  of 
peace ;  maintaining  that  foreign 
powers  had  no  right  to  interfere 
in  the  affairs  of  Spain ;  that  such 
interference  would  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  increase  the  evil ;  and  that  if 
the  sword  was  once  unsheathed, 
no  person  could  foresee  what  con¬ 
sequences  in  the  present  state  of 
Europe  might  ensue,  before  it  was 
again  restored  to  its  scabbard. 

The  result  was,  that  no  open 
joint  declaration  of  actual  hostili¬ 
ties  to  Spain  was  made ;  that  it 
was  not,  arose  from  the  influence 
of  England.  But  before  the  con¬ 
gress  separated,  notes  were  written 
by  the  ministers  of  Russia,  Austria, 
and  Prussia  respectively,  to  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  their  several  govern¬ 
ments  at  Madrid  [see  Public  Docu¬ 
ments,  p.  565,  et.  seq.~_ ]  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  being  communicated  to  the 
Spanish  administration,  expressing 
unequivocally  and  strongly  their 
disapprobation  of  the  political  state 
of  Spain.  A  circular  too,  was  drawn 
up  by  the  assembled  sovereigns, 
dated  from  Verona  on  the  14th  of 
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December,  in  which,  after  stating 
the  measures  which  they  had 
adopted  towards  Italy,  lamenting 
that  “  the  fire-brand  of  rebellion 
had  been  thrown  into  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire”  and  denouncing  the 
conduct  of  the  Greeks  as  “rash 
and  culpable,”  they  expressed  their 
sentiments  on  Spanish  affairs.  “  If 
it  could  be  the  object  of  civiliza¬ 
tion”  said  this  circular  “  to  over¬ 
throw  human  society — if  it  were 
possible  to  suppose  that  the  armed 
force,  which  has  no  other  vocation 
than  that  of  maintaining  the  inter¬ 
nal  and  external  peace  of  the  state, 
might  with  impunity  assume  the 
supreme  dominion  over  it — the 
Spanish  revolution  might  certainly 
pretend  to  the  admiration  of  all 
ages,  and  the  military  insurrection 
in  the  isle  of  Leon  serve  as  a 
model  for  reformers.  The  legi¬ 
timate  authority  fettered,  and 
changed  into  a  forced  instrument 
of  the  overthrow  of  all  rights  and 
legal  privileges ;  all  classes  of  the 
people  hurried  away  by  the  stream 
of  revolutionary  movement ;  vio¬ 
lence  and  oppression  exercised  un¬ 
der  the  forms  of  law ;  a  whole 
kingdom  given  up  a  prey  to  dis¬ 
orders  and  convulsions  of  every 
kind ;  the  last  resources  of  the 
state  consumed  by  civil  war ;  this 
is  the  picture  which  the  present 
state  of  Spain  presents — such,  are 
the  evils  by  which  a  generous  peo¬ 
ple,  deserving  of  a  better  fate,  is 
visited — such,  in  fine,  are  the 
grounds  of  the  just  apprehensions, 
which  such  an  assemblage  of  ele¬ 
ments  of  trouble  and  confusion 
must  excite  in  the  countries  more 
nearly  in  contact  with  the  Penin¬ 
sula.  If  ever,  in  the  bosom  of  ci¬ 
vilization,  a  power  arose  hostilely 
alienated  from  the  principles  of 
i  preservation,  from  the  principles 
on  which  the  European  confede¬ 
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ration  reposes,  such  a  power  is 
Spain,  in  its  present  state  of  dis¬ 
solution.  .  .  .  Could  the  sovereigns 
have  contemplated  with  indiffer¬ 
ence  so  many  evils  heaped  upon 
one  country,  accompanied  with  so 
many  dangers  to  the  others  ?  De¬ 
pending,  in  this  important  affair, 
only  on  their  judgment  and  their 
own  consciences,  they  have  been 
obliged  to  ask  themselves,  whether 
they  could  longer  remain  calm 
spectators  of  an  evil  which  every 
day  threatens  to  become  more 
terrible  and  dangerous,  and  even, 
by  the  presence  of  their  represen¬ 
tatives,  lend  the  false  colouring 
of  a  tacit  sanction  to  the  measures 
of  a  faction  which  is  ready  to  un¬ 
dertake  every  thing  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  its  destructive  sway© 
The  decision  of  the  monarchs 
could  not  be  doubtful.  The  Le¬ 
gations  have  received  orders  to 

quit  the  Peninsula . The 

wishes  of  the  monarchs  are  di¬ 
rected  to  peace  alone ;  but  this 
peace,  though  fully  established 
between  the  powers,  cannot  diffuse 
its  blessings  on  society,  while  the 
fermentation  is  kept  up  which,  in 
more  than  one  country,  inflames 
people’s  minds,  by  the  perfidious 
arts  of  persuasion,  and  the  criminal 
efforts  of  a  faction  which  aims 
only  at  revolution  and  destruction : 
so  long  as  the  heads  and  instru¬ 
ments  of  this  faction  (whether  they 
openly  take  the  field  against 
thrones  and  existing  institutions, 
or  whether  they  brood  on  their 
hostile  plans  in  the  dark,  prepare 
plots,  and  poison  public  opinion) 
shall  not  cease  to  torment  the 
nations  with  discouraging  and 
lying  representations  of  the  pre¬ 
sent,  and  fictitious  apprehensions 
of  the  future.  The  wisest  mea¬ 
sures  of  the  governments  cannot 
prosper,  the  best-meant  plans  of 
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improvement  cannot  succeed,  con¬ 
fidence  cannot  return,  till  those 
promoters  of  the  most  odious  pur¬ 
poses  shall  have  sunk  into  utter 
impotency ;  and  the  monarchs  will 
not  believe  that  they  have  accom¬ 
plished  their  great  work,  till  they 
shall  have  deprived  them  of  the 
arms  with  which  they  may 
threaten  the  repose  of  the  world/’ 

In  the  meantime,  France  had 
exhibited  strong  indications  of 
warlike  purposes.  The  army  on 
the  frontier,  which  had  now 
changed  its  name  from  Sanitary 
Cordon,  to  Army  of  Observation, 
was  increased ;  and  the  commands 
in  it  were  given  to  men  of  violent 
political  partialities.  Bayonne 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  camp 
—every  day  waggon-loads  of  lint 
and  dressings  for  the  wounded 
were  arriving,  and  a  park  of  artil¬ 
lery  was  prepared,  consisting  of 
300  tumbrils  and  86  field-pieces, 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment’s 
notice.  The  Spanish  refugees 
were  kindly  received ;  and  at 
Paris,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
raise  a  loan  for  the  service  of  the 
insurgents. 

Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  con¬ 
gress,  and  the  return  of  M.  Mont¬ 
morency  to  Paris,  it  was  generally 
understood  (though  the  joint  cir¬ 
cular  and  the  separate  notes  of  the 
sovereigns  were  not  published  to 
the  world  till  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year),  that  France  was  at 
liberty,  if  she  thought  proper,  to 
invade  Spain,  and  that,  in  so  doing, 
she  would  meet  with  no  opposition 
from  any  of  the  powers  of  the 
Continent.  Whether  she  would 
avail  herself  of  this  license,  was 
long  doubtful.  England,  it  was 
known,  had  exerted  all  her  influ¬ 
ence  to  dissuade  her  neighbour 
from  the  adoption  of  violent  coun¬ 
sels;  and  public  opinion  in  France 
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was  adverse  to  war.  The  com¬ 
mercial  part  of  the  community,  in 
particular  dreaded  the  interruption, 
of  the  peace,  and  presented  ad¬ 
dresses,  deprecating  any  attack  on 
Spain.  The  individual  opinions 
and  inclinations  of  the  king  bent, 
it  was  said,  towards  peace ;  and 
even  the  ministry  was  reported 
not  to  be  altogether  unanimous. 
For  though  the  majority  of  them, 
with  the  duke  of  Angouleme  and 
M.  de  Montmorency  at  their  head, 
were  for  instant  war,  Villele,  who 
was  decidedly  superior  to  his  col¬ 
leagues  in  talent  and  in  public 
estimation,  was  the  friend,  if  not 
of  pacific,  at  least  of  more  cautious 
measures.  Whatever  might  be 
the  agreement  of  these  two  states¬ 
men  in  principle,  and  as  to  the 
end  to  be  ultimately  aimed  at, 
they  certainly  did  not  agree  with 
respect  to  the  immediate  steps 
which  ought  to  be  taken.  Many 
discussions  in  the  council  were  the 
result.  At  last  the  two  ministers 
were  ordered  to  embody  each  of 
them  his  views,  on  the  question  of 
peace  and  war,  in  the  form  of  a 
note  to  the  French  ambassador  at 
Madrid :  each  of  them  did  so. 
These  notes  were  read  in  a  council 
held  on  the  25th  of  December ; 
and  were  subjected  respectively  to 
a  rigid  examination.  After  the 
merits  of  each  had  been  wmll 
weighed,  and  the  ministers  had, 
in  turn,  given  their  opinion  on  the 
two  lines  of  policy  recommended, 
the  king  decided  in  favour  of  M. 
de  Villele.  His  note  being  thus 
preferred,  M.  de  Montmorency 
instantly  tendered  his  resignation, 
which  was  accepted  on  the  same 
evening,  and  announced  to  the 
country  on  the  following  day. 
On  the  28th  of  December,  he  was 
succeeded  in  the  department  of 
foreign  affairs  by  the  viscount  de 
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Chateaubriand:  and  Villele  was 
now  the  acknowledged  Prime  mi¬ 
nister. 

The  resignation  of  Montmo¬ 
rency  was  regarded  at  first  as 
amounting  to  a  complete  defeat 
of  the  war-party,  and  as  ensuring 
the  continuance  of  peace.  But 
this  delusion  was  speedily  dispelled 
by  the  publication  of  M.  de  Vil- 
lele’s  note  on  the  27th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  [see  Public  Documents, p.  574/] 
That  document,  though  probably 
less  violent  in  its  language  than  the 
one  which  Montmorency  proposed, 
was  still  of  a  very  lowering,  and 
threatening  aspect.  Though  it 
did  not  make  war  inevitable,  it 
was  far  from  giving  any  promise 
or  pledge  of  peace ;  and  if  it  did 
not  announce  the  immediate  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  it  at 
least  contained  a  tolerably  express 
intimation,  that,  unless  Spain,  of 
her  own  accord,  altered  her  political 
constitution,  France  would  em¬ 
ploy  force  to  convert  her  from  her 
revolutionary  theories.  “  You 
will  declare”  says  this  note  to  the 
French  ambassador,  “  that  France 
will  nqt  relax  in  any  point  the 


measures  of  preservation  which 
she  has  taken,  so  long  as  Spain 
shall  continue  to  be  torn  by  faction. 
The  government  of  his  majesty 
will  not  even  hesitate  to  recall  you 
from  Madrid,  and  to  seek  its  gua¬ 
rantees  in  more  efficacious  mea¬ 
sures,  if  its  essential  interests  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  compromised,  and  if  it 
lose  the  hope  of  an  amelioration.” 
Still  the  dismissal  of  the  keen  par¬ 
tisan  of  war,  left  the  friends  of 
peace  specious  grounds  of  hope. 

Thus  at  the  close  of  1822,  how¬ 
ever  fixed  the  plans  of  the  French 
cabinet  might  in  reality  be,  every 
thing  with  respect  to  them  appear¬ 
ed  outwardly  uncertain  and  con¬ 
tingent.  The  ministers,  it  was 
supposed,  differed  in  their  views, 
and  were  wavering  in  their  pro¬ 
jects  ;  even  if  they  were  them¬ 
selves  inclined  to  war,  they  seemed 
so  irresolute,  that  they  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  dissuaded  or  deterred 
from  yielding  to  their  own  wishes. 
Not  France  only,  but  all  Europe, 
expected  anxiously  the  issue  of 
their  counsels ;  for  on  these  coun¬ 
sels  depended  the  tranquillity  of 
the  world. 
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THE  kingdom  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  affords,  in  the  present 
year,  scarcely  any  materials  for 
history.  The  people  were  tran¬ 
quil  ;  hut  the  agricultural  classes 
complained  loudly  of  the  distress 
in  which  they  were  involved  by 
the  lowness  of  the  current  prices 
of  live  stock  and  of  the  produce 
of  land,  and  presented  petitions 
in  which  they  denounced  the  im¬ 
portation  of  foreign  com  as  the 
source  of  all  the  mischief,  and 
called  for  a  restrictive  system, 
similar  to  that  which  had  been 
adopted  in  England,  in  France, 
and,  indeed,  in  every  country  of 
Europe.  This  subject,  always  a 
delicate  one,  is  attended  with  pe¬ 
culiar  difficulties  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  :  for  not  only  are  the  inte¬ 
rests  of  the  producer  and  the  con¬ 
sumer  opposite  there,  as  they  are 
everywhere  else;  but  the  wants 
and  circumstances  of  the  two  por¬ 
tions  of  the  kingdom  are  wholly 
different.  The  exclusion  of  foreign 
grain,  which  might  be  favourable 
to  the  predominating  classes  in 


the  agricultural  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  districts  of  Flanders,  would  be 
altogether  inapplicable  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  Dutch  provinces,  which  do 
not  and  cannot  grow  corn  nearly 
sufficient  for  their  own  consump¬ 
tion. 

In  the  States-General,  great 
unanimity  prevailed.  The  discus¬ 
sions,  which  occupied  them,  related 
principally  to  the  composition  of  a 
civil  code  and  to  the  finances.  The 
revenue  was  found  unequal  to  the 
expenses  of  the  year ;  so  that  it 
became  necessary  to  add  a  capital 
sum  of  57,500,000  florins  to  the 
debt,  the  interest  of  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  1,725,000  florins  annually. 
Laws  regulating  the  tariff,  and  the 
levy  of  duties  of  importation,  ex¬ 
portation,  transit,  and  excise,  were 
passed  without  one  dissenting  voice. 
A  law  for  ceding  national  do¬ 
mains,  yielding  a  revenue  of 
500,000  florins  a  year,  in  full  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  king,  was  opposed  in 
the  first  chamber  only  by  four 
votes.  The  session  was  terminated 
on  the  28th  of  August,  by  a  speech 
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delivered  by  the  minister  of  the 
interior,  in  the  name  of  the  king, 
in  which  his  majesty  expressed 
himself  highly  satisfied  with  the 
harmony  and  moderation  which 
had  distinguished  their  delibera¬ 
tions. 

The  session  of  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  for  1822,  was  opened  on  the 
21st  of  October.  In  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  the  king  congra¬ 
tulated  the  legislature  on  the 
continuance  of  peace  and  on  the 
blessings  which  the  country  en¬ 
joyed. 

“  The  internal  prosperity  of  the 
kingdom/’  said  he,  “  has  increased: 
the  productions  of  the  soil  are  in 
general  abundant,  and  their  low 
prices  have  been  advantageous  to 
the  lower  classes ;  meantime  many 
farmers  suffer  by  them :  by  my 
orders  a  special  inquiry  has  been 
made  into  their  interests,  consi¬ 
dered  in  relation  to  those  of  the 
consumers  ;  and  the  account  which 
has  been  given  me  is  the  object  of 
my  serious  consideration.” 

His  majesty  then  proceeded  to 
observe,  that  commerce  and  navi¬ 
gation,  though  not  restored  to 
their  former  equilibrium,  offered 
the  most  favourable  prospects ; 
that  the  arts  and  sciences  flou¬ 
rished  ;  that  many  important 
public  works  had  been  undertaken; 
and  that  the  system  of  reform 
adopted  for  the  prisons  was  in 
progress.  With  respect  to  the  co¬ 
lonies,  their  prosperity  was  daily 
increasing,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  people  becoming  more  secure  ; 
and  since  the  reduction  of  Palem- 
bang,  there  had  not  been  the 
slightest  interruption  of  public 
tranquillity. 

Shortly  afterwards,  the  budget 
for  1823  was  brought  forward; 
and  two  books,  composing  the 
commercial  code,  were  submitted 


to  the  consideration  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture.  A  third  book,  relating  to 
the  organization  of  the  tribunals, 
still  remained  to  be  presented. 

Considerable  interest  was  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  issuing  of  a  royal 
ordinance,  which  directed,  that,  as 
Flemish  was  the  language  of  the 
arrondissements  of  Brussels  and 
Louvain,  all  public  functionaries, 
who  were  not,  by  the  1st  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1823,  masters  of  that  lan¬ 
guage,  should  be  displaced;  and 
that  all  public  pleadings,  procla¬ 
mations,  arrets  of  government, 
civil  contracts,  and  acts,  should, 
from  the  time  above  specified,  be 
drawn  up  in  Flemish.  This  mea¬ 
sure  was  acceptable  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  as  it 
was  fatal  to  the  numerous  French 
employed  in  the  courts,  bureaus, 
and  offices  of  Brussels,  it  was  of 
course  most  clamorously  decried 
by  them  and  their  adherents. 

Though  the  statement  in  the 
royal  speech,  that  there  had  been 
no  interruption  of  tranquillity  in 
the  colonies,  was  perfectly  true,  the 
Dutch  commanders  in  the  east  had 
not  allowed  their  neighbours  to  live 
in  quiet.  In  the  spring  of  the  year, 
lieut.-colonel  Ruaf,  chief  of  the  staff 
of  the  Dutch  troops  in  India,  was 
intrusted  with  an  expedition  against 
the  sultan  of  Padang,  in  Sumatra, 
who  was  accused  of  molesting  their 
establishments.  Five  skirmishes 
took  place,  the  first  of  which  con¬ 
tinued  four  days,  and  the  second 
three.  The  number  of  killed  was 
only  four,  and  of  the  wounded, 
about  70,  of  whom  six  were  officers. 
Piuaf  himself  was  slightly  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  foot.  Notwithstanding 
the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  who 
amounted  to  20,000,  they  resisted 
only  during  three  days,  and,  on 
the  fourth,  were  routed  at  all 
points.  The  Dutch  troops  gained 
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considerable  advantages,  and  made 
tliemselves  masters  of  the  chief 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Maum- 
Kaborete,  the  obnoxious  sultan. 
Above  three  quarters  of  the  coun¬ 
try  submitted  to  the  conquerors. 
The  deposed  sultan  of  Palambang 
was  sent  to  pass  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  exile,  at  Ternate,  ac¬ 
companied  by  about  fifty  of  his 
relations  and  servants. 

A  decree  was  issued  by  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  the  Dutch  East 
Indian  possessions,  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  trade  of  those  countries. 
It  consisted  of  seventeen  articles. 
All  goods,  being  the  produce  of 
places  in  the  eastern  Archipelago 
under  the  government  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  or  in  the  territory  of 
Indian  princes,  and  people  in  amity 
with  the  government,  were  allow¬ 
ed  to  be  imported  into  Java  and 
Madeira  free  from  import  duties, 
when  brought  by  Netherland  ships, 
or  native  vessels  placed  on  the 
same  footing,  directly  from  the 
place  where  they  were  produced, 
and  without  touching  at  any  fo¬ 
reign  port ;  but  such  goods,  if 
brought  by  foreign  ships,  or  even 
by  Netherland  or  native  vessels 
not  direct,  or  not  without  touch¬ 
ing  at  a  foreign  port  (as  well  as  all 
other  goods  not  comprehended  in 
the  above  description),  were  to  pay 
the  regular  duties  on  importation 
into  Java  and  Madeira. 

The  general  export  duty  on 
goods  from  Java  was  fixed  at  2 
per  cent  ad  valorem,  estimated  by 
the  current  market  price,  whether 
exported  in  Netherland  or  foreign 
ships,  or  to  a  foreign  or  Nether¬ 
land  port ;  those  goods  being  ex¬ 
cepted,  respecting  which  special 
regulations  were  or  might  hereafter 
be  made.  A  special  tariff  for  the 
excepted  goods  was  subjoined. 

In  Germany,  as  in  Holland, 


agricultural  distress  prevailed ;  and 
complaints  of  the  low  price  of 
produce  were  everywhere  loud. 
They  could  not  say,  as  was  said  in 
England  and  France,  that  the 
alleged  evil  arose  from  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  foreign  grain ;  but  they 
thought  that  it  would  not  have 
happened,  had  it  not  been  that 
their  corn  was  excluded  by  prohi¬ 
bitory  enactments  from  the  prin¬ 
ciple  markets  of  Europe.  This 
temporary  circumstance  rendered 
the  people  and  administration  of 
the  subordinate  states  exceedingly 
alert  in  the  prosecution  of  what 
had  long  been  a  favourite  scheme 
with  German  politicians — to  form 
an  union  among  the  secondary 
states,  so  as  to  exclude  the  goods 
of  all  countries  which  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  their  produce  freely,  but  to  li¬ 
berate  commerce,  as  between  them¬ 
selves,  from  every  or  nearly  every 
shackle.  Bavaria,  Wirtemberg, 
Baden,  and  Hesse  Darmstadt  now 
adopted  an  uniform  course  of  pro¬ 
cedure.  Their  system  turned  on 
two  principles.  The  first  w’as,  to 
exclude  the  productions  of  the  soil 
and  industry  of  France,  so  long  as 
France  did  not  admit  reciprocally 
the  productions  of  the  soil  and  in¬ 
dustry  of  Germany.  “  The  pro¬ 
hibition  of  French  wines,”  said 
they,  “  is  a  retaliation  for  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  our  cattle,”  and  as  for 
the  prohibition  of  French  silks,  it 
is  a  reprisal  for  that  which  has 
long  existed  in  France  against 
nearly  all  the  manufactures  of 
Germany.  But  in  this  there  is  no 
hostile  intention — no  desire  to  give 
offence  to  France ;  it  is  a  system 
of  perfect  reciprocity.”  The  se¬ 
cond  principle  of  these  courts  was, 
to  favour  mutually  the  free  com¬ 
merce  of  the  states,  which  should 
accede  to  the  system  of  reprisals 
against  France. 
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The  amount  of  the  additions 
made  to  the  duties  imposed  in 
consequence  of  this  policy  on 
articles  coming  from  France,  or  of 
French  growth  or  manufacture, 
may  he  estimated  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  comparative  scale  of  the 
Bavarian  imposts : — 


New  Duty.  Old  Duty. 


Wines 

20 

5  florins. 

Spirits,  liqueurs 

30 

10 

Silk  goods  . 

100 

20 

Jewellery,  trinkets. 

perfumery.  &c. 

100 

20 

Porcelain  .  . 

100 

20 

Olive  oil 

20 

L  3 

Colonial  produce 

5 

^2 

In  furtherance 

of  the 

same  ob- 

ject,  the  ministers  of  Bavaria, 
Wurtemberg,  and  Baden,  pre¬ 
sented  jointly  to  the  Swiss  diet 
propositions  very  favourable  to  a 
freedom  of  commerce  between  the 
Swiss  cantons  and  the  states  of  the 
South  of  Germany,  on  condition 
that  the  whole  of  Switzerland  ac¬ 
ceded  to  prohibitory  measures 
against  French  productions.  These 
ministers  at  first  flattered  them¬ 
selves  with  being  able  to  carry  this 
measure,  as  the  way  had  been  in 
some  degree  prepared  for  it  by 
partial  ordinances  of  the  most 
considerable  cantons.  Basle  and 
Geneva,  however,  opposed  it  from 
the  beginning ;  and  finally,  the 
attempt  failed.  The  diet  refused 
to  authorise  the  chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  to  enter  into  negociations 
with  the  German  envoys  on  the 
subject. 

The  operation  of  these  prohibi¬ 
tory  regulations  was  for  the  pre¬ 
sent,  limited  to  France;  because 
the  French  market  was  of  more 
importance  to  the  Southern  states 
of  Germany  than  any  other,  and 
because  it  was  through  France, 
that  their  chief  importations  took 
place.  But  the  principle  was 
Vol.  LXIV. 


general ;  and  its  application  might 
be  expected  soon  to  become  uni¬ 
versal.  Indeed,  in  the  chamber 
of  deputies  in  Baden,  a  proposal 
was  made  and  very  favourably 
received,  both  by  the  representa¬ 
tives  and  the  men  in  office,  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  prohibitory  system  to 
Prussia,  Flolland,  and  England. 

The  scheme  of  promoting  Ger¬ 
man  industry  by  inducing  the 
manufacturers  to  be  their  own  ex¬ 
porters,  was  still  prosecuted.  The 
directors  of  the  Rhenish  West 
India  Company,  sent  out  an  agent 
to  form  an  establishment  at  V era 
Cruz ;  and,  by  a  circular  letter, 
invited  the  German  manufacturers 
of  articles  fit  for  that  market,  to 
take  a  part  in  this  first  essay  to 
open  a  direct  intercourse  between 
Germany  and  the  rich  countries  of 
Spanish  America.  The  deliberate 
formation  of  a  company  like  this, 
is  a  striking  proof  of  the  slowness 
with  which  abstract  truths,  though 
clearly  demonstrated,  make  their 
way  in  the  world.  The  German 
West  Indian  Company  could  not 
open  any  new  channel  of  industry, 
or  any  new  market  for  German 
goods  :  it  could  tend  only  to  divert 
into  the  carrying  trade,  capital 
that  might  be  better  employed ; 
and  it  could  be  profitable  to  none 
but  its  own  servants  and  agents, 
who  were  paid  at  the  expense  of 
others  by  salaries  and  commissions^ 
These  are  demonstrable  truths ; 
yet  this  company  was  regarded  by 
many  as  a  powerful  instrument  for 
the  attainment  of  mercantile  gran-* 
deur. 

Immediately  before  the  assem¬ 
bling  of  the  congress  at  Verona, 
many  rumours  were  in  circulation 
concerning  designs  supposed  to  be 
entertained  by  the  greater  powers 
for  altering  the  political  aspect  of 
Germany  by  mediatizing  princes 
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that  were  now  independent,  and 
by  the  establishment  of  new  au¬ 
thorities.  These  reports  were  not  a 
little  alarming  to  the  princes  and 
ministers  of  states  of  the  third 
and  fourth  rank.  But  their  fears 
were  soon  allayed  by  a  circular 
note  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  the 
members  of  the  Germanic  con¬ 
federation  ;  in  which  the  emperor 
gave  them  a  solemn  assurance,  that 
no  change  in  the  federal  constitu¬ 
tion  of  Germany  would  be  pro¬ 
posed  at  the  congress  of  Verona  ; 
that  the  preservation  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  system  was  perfectly  con¬ 
formable  to  the  views  of  the  great 
powers;  that,  if  hereafter  any  mo¬ 
difications  in  the  organization  of 
the  Germanic  body  should  be 
thought  necessary,  they  might  be 
effected  by  the  free  concurrence  of 
the  members  of  the  confederation 
represented  in  the  diet  of  Frank¬ 
fort,  without  the  intervention  of 
foreign  powers ;  finally,  that  the 
territory  of  each  German  state  was 
guaranteed  by  the  holy  alliance. 
This  note,  so  consolatory  to  the 
princes,  took  no  notice  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Germany.  No  allusion  was 
made  to  the  liberal  institutions 
promised  in  1813  and  1814 ;  nor 
to  the  representative  constitutions 
again  promised  at  the  first  congress 
of  Vienna;  nor  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  constitutions  in  those  states, 
which  have  since  obtained  them. 

There  were  still  some  rumours, 
some  fears,  and  some  punishments, 
occasioned  by  secret  illegal  con¬ 
federations.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  there  was  detected,  in 
Mecklenburgh,  an  association,  who 
called  themselves  the  Black  Bro¬ 
thers.  At  Schwerin,  on  the  17th 
of  February,  three  placards  were 
seized,  which  bore  the  signatures 
of  “  Romulus  the  daring,”  and 
“  Brutus  the  furious.”  On  the 


following  day,  a  reward  of  fifty 
crowns  was  offered  for  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  authors. 

A  society  called  the  Arminia , 
excited  suspicion  in  Prussia ;  and 
some  young  students,  accused  of 
being  concerned  in  revolutionary 
intrigue  because  they  belonged  to 
it,  were  sentenced  to  three  months’ 
imprisonment  in  fortresses.  The 
option  was  given  to  them  of  any 
one  of  three  fortresses — Dantzig, 
Glatz,  and  Magdeburg — for  their 
places  of  three  months’  recreation. 
Some  chose  Dantzig,  others  Glatz, 
but  all  rejected  the  pleasant  retreat 
of  the  dungeons  of  Magdeburg. 

Three  years  before,  the  diet  of 
Frankfort  had  appointed  a  commis¬ 
sion  to  inquire  into  the  origin  and 
nature  of  those'  secret  societies, 
which  had  occasioned  so  much  dis¬ 
quiet  in  Germany.  The  commis¬ 
sion  now  made  a  very  elaborate 
report  on  the  subject  A 


*  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  de¬ 
gree  of  credit  to  a  document  like  this 
report ;  because  we  do  not  know  how 
far  the  members  of  the  commission 
have  mixed  up  their  own  conjectures 
with  what  was  established  bv  evidence. 
The  information  contained  in  it,  is  to 
the  following  effect :  — 

The  origin  of  the  political  plots  in 
question  goes  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1806.  From  letters  written  by  several 
persons  at  that  time,  it  was  ascertain¬ 
ed,  that  many  thought  that  a  political 
regeneration  was  necessary  in  Ger¬ 
many.  These  were  followed  by  sedi¬ 
tious  pamphlets,  and  by  the  labours  of 
several  associations,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  the  celebrated  Fichte,  to 
establish  a  mode  of  public  education, 
whose  aim  it  was,  to  unite  the  German 
youth  in  a  community  independent  of 
government,  and  make  them  the  in¬ 
struments  of  the  political  regeneration 
of  Germany.  French  domination  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  animate  the 
patriotism  of  the  young  men,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  exalt  the  sentiments 
of  those  of  riper  age.  The  report  then 
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Notwithstanding  the  economy 
of  the  Prussian  administration,  the 
government  found  itself  under  the 
necessity  of  contracting  for  a  new 


alludes  to  the  Society  of  the  Union  of 
Virtue,  which  was  founded  in  1808. 
It  was  suppressed  after  the  war  of 
1809 ;  but  the  members  of  it  continued 
©till  to  promote  their  former  objects  in 
secret.  From  this  sprung  the  Ger¬ 
manic  union,  under  the  auspices  of  M. 
Jahn.  This  person  and  some  of  his 
colleagues  were  examined  by  the  com¬ 
mission  as  to  the  real  objects  of  their 
society ;  but  their  statements  were 
contradictory  to  each  other.  When 
the  French  armies  Avere  overthrown 
in  1812,  most  of  the  pupils  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  these  unions  enrolled  them- 
selves  as  soldiers  against  France. 
After  the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1814,  a 
new  union  (the  union  of  Usingen)  was 
founded,  having  for  its  end  "the  poli¬ 
tical  unity  of  Germany.  The  Ger¬ 
manic  lesser  associations  multiplied. 
The  return  of  Napoleon  inspired  these 
unions  with  fresh  spirit.  In  the  agi¬ 
tations  that  must  follow,  they  hoped 
to  be  able  to  extend  their  influence. 
But  in  consequence  of  much  misun¬ 
derstanding  and  suspicions  created  in 
the  public  mind  with  regard  to  their 
objects,  the  heads  of  the  union  resolved 
to  dissolve  the  societies,  at  least  so  far 
as  regarded  the  form.  The  union  of 
Usingen  was  abolished  in  a  general 
assembly,  held  at  Frankfort  in  the 
beginning  of  October,  1815  :  but  the 
members  still  continued  active.  They 
acted  with  more  circumspection  than 
before,  and  took  their  measures  so 
well,  that,  notwithstanding  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  oaths  and  statutes,  they  could 
always  calculate  on  the  fidelity  and 
obedience  of  their  affiliated. 

The  confederates  of  Usingen  had 
commenced  by  gaining  over  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  universities.  Similar  socie¬ 
ties  were  formed  at  Heidelberg  and 
Giessen.  Irregular  societies  were 
formed  in  several  places,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  associated  were  trebled.  A 
new  society  was  formed  at  Darmstadt 
about  this  time,  consisting  of  some 
of  the  old  members  of  the  Usingen 
union,  and  having  amongst  its  mem¬ 
bers  six  advocates.  All  the  confe- 
:  derates  were  in  constant  connnunica- 


loan  in  London.  The  nominal 
amount  of  this  loan  was  24,500,000 
rix-dollars,  or  about  three  millions 
and  a  half  sterling :  but  the  whole 


tion  with  each  other.  They  could  not 
publish  a  journal  of  their  own  for 
want  of  money.  Their  object  was  the 
eatablishment  of  a  national  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  was  to  convert  the  federa¬ 
tion  of  princes  into  a  federation  of  the 
people.  "Whilst  these  plans  were  going 
on  in  southern  and  eastern  Germany, 
in  the  northern  parts  the  gymnastic 
exercises  (turnwesen)  and  the  affilia¬ 
tions  of  students  were  promoted.  The 
gymnastic  exercises  were  systematized 
by  M.  Jahn,  the  director  of  all  the 
schools  formed  on  the  same  plan.  The 
scholars  of  Jahn,  united  by  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  exercises,  of  dress,  and  man¬ 
ner  of  living — and  elevated  by  notions 
of  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity — by 
discourses,  feasts,  and  songs,  were  on 
the  point  of  forming  a  community,  to 
be  spread  over  all  Germany,  detached 
from  all  family  and  other  ties,  filled 
with  fanaticism  and  mutual  devotion, 
and  consequently  very  fit  to  form  a 
model  to  all  political  factions  or  indivi¬ 
duals  of  enterprise.  The  affiliations 
of  students  were  conducted  on  a  simi¬ 
lar  plan,  and  had  similar  objects  in 
view.  The  fete  of  Wartburg,  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  1816,  was  an  era  of  the  greatest 
importance.  Thence  these  societies 
and  schools  took  a  more  decidedly  po¬ 
litical  spirit,  which,  from  that  to  1818, 
was  nourished  to  such  an  extent, 
that  a  plan  was  proposed  by  the  union 
of  Giessen,  to  be  immediately  exe¬ 
cuted,  by  which  the  moral  face  of  Ger¬ 
many  was  to  undergo  a  thorough 
change.  The  unions  were  alarmed  by 
the  assembling  of  a  congress  at  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  and  from  that  moment  the 
members  became  more  guarded  in 
their  conduct.  They  were  watched 
with  greater  assiduity.  The  different 
unions  in  the  meantime  were  active, 
and  continued  to  propagate  their  opi¬ 
nions  by  the  press  in  various  forms. 
The  union  of  Giessen  required  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  from  its  members. 
Whoever  signed  one  of  them  gave 
thereby  a  guarantee  of  his  sentiments. 
Invitations  to  become  parties  to  such 
instruments,  arrived  at  Jena  in  the 
month  of  Feb.  1819.  The  investiga- 
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produce  of  it  was  to  be  employed 
in  taking  out  of  circulation  a 
floating  debt  of  old  state  bonds,, 
and  in  the  discharge  of  a  debt  due 
in  Holland. 

In  Russia  little  occurs  at  any 
time  worthy  of  being  recorded  ; 
and,  from  the  nature  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  of  that  little  only  a 
small  part  can  be  known.  Some 
apprehensions  appear  to  have  been 
entertained  of  the  machinations  of 
a  party  in  Poland,  supposed  to  be  fa¬ 
vourable  to  revolutionary  schemes. 
For,  under  the  form  of  an  answer 
to  some  loyal  addresses,  the  mi¬ 
nister  of  the  interior  published  on 
the  20th  of  April,  a  species  of  ad¬ 
monitory  proclamation,  which, 
among  other  passages  of  a  similar 
import,  contained  the  following : — - 
His  imperial  majesty  is  far 
from  thinking  that  there  can  be 
Poles  with  dispositions  so  hostile  to 
their  country,  as,  with  a  deliberate 
intention,  and  by  a  culpable  abuse, 
to  expose  their  fellow-countrymen 
to  the  loss  of  their  dearest  hopes. 
But  this  mournful  event  may 
result  equally  from  an  inconsiderate 
exaggeration  of  the  imperfection 
which  is  inseparable  from  all  the 
works  of  man — from  a  servile  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  means  employed  in 
other  countries,  although  for  ends 
entirely  different,  by  the  disturbers 
of  the  public  tranquillity — from 
the  senseless  manner  of  preaching 
up  vain  theories,  the  application  of 
which  is  incompatible  with  the 
maintenance  of  social  order — from 
the  complaints  of  offended  vanity, 
or  from  errors  into  which  they  are 
thrown  by  a  desire  of  distinction. 


tions  that  were  set  on  foot  in  1819,  in 
several  parts  of  Germany,  and  the 
seizing  of  a  variety  of  papers,  com¬ 
pletely  checked  the  activity  of  the 
unions.  Some  of  their  members  pro¬ 


or  it  might  likewise  be  the  effect 
of  perfidious  seduction,  of  blind 
wickedness,  or  of  criminal  pride. 
The  present  moment  doubles  the 
danger,  and  it  can  only  be  dissi¬ 
pated  by  a  just  confidence  in  the 
government,  by  a  spirit  of  order, 
by  a  persevering  prudence,  by  a 
reflecting  moderation,  and  by  sub¬ 
mission  to  authority.  By  pointing 
out  this  danger,  his  majesty  has 
discharged  his  first  duty ;  but  there 
would  remain  another  not  less 
sacred,  if  his  paternal  warnings 
should  be  neglected :  for  then  it 
would  be  a  duty  to  prevent,  by 
the  most  efficacious  means,  every 
enterprise  which  might  tend  to 
distuib  public  tranquillity,  or  to 
produce  scandal.  It  gives  his  ma¬ 
jesty  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  hope, 
that  the  attachment  of  the  Poles  to 
their  country  would  triumph  over 
the  seditious  attempts  of  some 
stirring  spirits,  if  such  should  be 
found  among  them.” 

This  is  the  sort  of  language 
which  rulers  generally  hold,  when 
they  see  a  spirit  of  innovation 
actively  at  work.  That  symptoms 
of  political  fermentation  were 
making  their  appearance  in  Po¬ 
land,  is  further  confirmed  by  a 
very  extraordinary  order,  pro¬ 
mulgated  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  by  the  grand  duke 
Constantine.  It  prohibited  all 
persons  belonging  to  noble  families 
in  Podolia  and  the  Ukraine,  from 
travelling  in  foreign  countries ; 
and  it  was  to  have  a  retrospective 
operation  on  all  passports  issued 
since  the  month  of  July  preceding. 
This  was  not  the  policy  of  the 


posed .  to  establish  an  asylum  in 
America.  The  plan  was  committed  to 
a  paper,  which  contains  a  very  ' 
remarkable  view  of  all  the  manoeuvres  I 
of  the  faction  up  to  that  time. 
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Czar  Peter.  The  founder  of  Rus¬ 
sian  greatness  did  not  seek  political 
strength  in  arresting  the  progress 
of  civilization. 

It  was  reported  and  believed, 
that  symptoms  of  discontent  had 
manifested  themselves  partially  in 
the  Russian  army.  They  showed 
themselves  principally  in  the  regi¬ 
ments  which  had  been  engaged  in 
the  campaigns  of  1814  and  1815, 
and  more  particularly  in  a  division 
which,  under  WoronzofF,  had 
made  part  of  the  army  of  occupa¬ 
tion.  The  charge  against  them 
was,  that  the  soldiers  as  well  as 
the  officers  had  begun  to  talk 
politics,  and  to  discuss  public  mea¬ 
sures — an  impertinence  without 
example  in  Russia,  and  contrary  to 
Russian  discipline. 

The  imperial  government  seem¬ 
ed  by  its  proceedings  to  confess, 
that  it  had  hidden  enemies  and 
dangers  to  contend  with :  for  on 
the  13th  of  August,  Alexander 
issued  an  Ukase,  addressed  to  the 
minister  of  the  interior,  and  com¬ 
manding  the  immediate  suppres¬ 
sion  of  all  secret  societies,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Freemasons.  The 
reason,  which  the  emperor,  in  the 
decree  itself,  assigns  for  this  mea¬ 
sure,  is,  that  ee  he  may  create  a 
firm  bulwark  against  every  thing 
that  is  injurious  to  the  empire, 
and  especially  at  a  time  like  the 
present,  when  unhappily  so  many 
states  offer  sad  examples  of  the 
;  ruinous  consequences  of  the  philo- 
sophical  subtleties  now  in  vogue.” 
The  ukase  ordains,  1st,  that  all 
i  secret  societies  (and  particularly  all 
i  Freemason  lodges),  under  what- 
3  ever  name  they  may  exist,  shall  be 
,4  closed,  and  their  future  re-esta- 
1  blishment  prohibited  ;  2nd,  that  all 
1  the  members  of  such  societies,  as 
i  soon  as  they  shall  be  informed  of 
;  this  regulation,  shall  engage  in 
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writing  to  take  no  part  hencefor¬ 
ward,  under  any  pretext,  in  any 
secret  society,  under  whatever 
well-meaning  name  it  may  exist, 
either  in  the  empire  or  in  foreign 
countries.  All  officers,  either  civil 
or  military,  who  do  not  strictly 
conform  to  this  document  are  to  be 
dismissed  from  their  employments, 
and  incapacitated  from  ever  serv¬ 
ing  the  state. 

A  new  tariff  was  established  in 
the  present  year,  by  which  the  du¬ 
ties  on  foreign  commodities  were 
greatly  au gmented.  The  reasons  as¬ 
signed  for  this  measure,  were  the 
protection  of  the  internal  industry 
of  the  empire,  and  the  necessity  of 
pursuing  towards  other  countries, 
a  system  similar  to  that  which  they 
adopted  towards  Russia.  Probably, 
however,  the  wants  of  the  exchequer 
had  no  small  influence  in  the  aug¬ 
mentation  of  the  duties.  The 
ministers  might  think,  that  the 
revenue  would  be  increased  by 
means  of  the  additional  imposts,  at 
the  same  time  that  they  would 
escape  the  odium  of  aggravating 
the  public  burdens  ;  since  the  new 
tariff  professed  and  appeared  to  be 
a  measure  of  commercial  policy 
and  not  of  finance. 

The  Russian  government  con¬ 
tracted  this  year  in  London,  for  a 
loan  of  twenty-three  millions  of 
silver  roubles,  or  about  three  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  sterling,  bearing 
interest  at  five  per  cent.  The 
dividends  were  payable  either  in 
London  or  Petersburg,  at  the  op¬ 
tion  of  the  holder ;  if  paid  in 
London,  the  value  of  the  rouble 
was  to  be  always  3s.  Id.  The 
sum  advanced  to  the  Russian  go¬ 
vernment  for  the  whole  nominal 
capital,  was  said  to  be  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  sterling. 

In  the  two  preceding  years, 
great  local  distress  had  been  suf- 
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fered  in  some  provinces  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  in  consequence  of  partial 
failures  of  the  harvest.  To  pre¬ 
vent  the  recurrence  of  such  evils, 
an  ukase  was  published  on  the 
26th  of  April,  which  exhibits  a 
very  singular — indeed  a  very  ab¬ 
surd  and  tyrannical,  though  well- 
meant  scheme  of  internal  policy. 
This  ukase  orders  a  committee  to 
he  established  in  the  capital  town 
of  each  government,  consisting  of 
the  civil  governor  and  other  official 
characters;  and  it  is  to  be  their 
duty  to  take  care  that  their  go¬ 
vernment  has  a  constant  supply  of 
bread.  For  this  purpose,  corn 
magazines  are  to  be  established, 
and  a  special  fund  assigned  to  re¬ 
lieve  distressed  proprietors,  by  ad¬ 
vancing  money  when  the  maga¬ 
zines  are  insufficient.  The  money 
so  advanced,  is  to  be  repaid  in  two 
years  at  the  latest,  with  6  per 
cent  interest ;  and  the  property  of 
the  person  relieved,  is  to  be  secu¬ 
rity  for  the  sum  lent  to  him. 
Those  land-owners,  who  do  not  take 
advantage  of  these  measures,  and 
yet  suffer  their  peasants  to  want, 
are  to  be  placed,  with  their  proper¬ 
ty,  under  judicial  guardianship. 

Another  ukase  had  for  its  object 
an  improved  administration  of  the 
government  of  Siberia.  The  privy 
counsellor  Speranski,  governor- 
general  of  that  immense  territory. 


had  been  previously  commissioned 
to  inspect  the  several  governments 
composing  it,  to  collect  such  local 
information  as  might  be  turned  to 
their  advantage,  and  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  accordingly.  Several 
plans  of  improvement  had  been 
accordingly  submitted  to  the  em¬ 
peror  :  and  this  ukase  announced, 
that  his  imperial  majesty  approved 
of  them,  and  as  a  preliminary  to 
their  adoption,  divided  Siberia 
into  East  and  West. 

The  extravagant  claims  of  do¬ 
minion  over  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  the  North  Western 
coast  of  America,  which  Russia 
had  advanced  in  the  preceding 
year,  were  not  passed  unheeded. 
The  British  minister  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  court  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  that  England  could  not  sub¬ 
mit  to  such  usurpations ;  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  representations  was  not 
imparted  to  the  public.  A  cor¬ 
respondence  on  the  same  subject 
took  place  between  the  Russian 
diplomatic  agent  at  Washington, 
and  the  American  functionaries,  in 
which  the  former  maintained  the 
pretensions  of  his  master,  and  the 
latter  denied  and  protested  against 
them,  with  so  much  vehemence,  as 
seemed  likely  to  endanger  the 
amicable  relations  of  Russia  with 
the  United  State.  £See  Public 
Documents,  p.  57b.] 
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CHAP.  XII. 


Spain — State  of  Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year — Submission  of 
Cadiz  and  the  other  refractory  Cities — • Resignation  of  the  Ministers — 
Barcelona — Valencia — The  Cortes — Discussions  on  the  Relations  be¬ 
tween  Spain  and  South  America — Tumults — Dissolution  cf  the  Extra¬ 
ordinary  Cortes — New  Ministry — Opening  of  the  New  Cortes — Budget 
of  the  Year — Disturbances  in  Pampeluna,  Madrid,  Lorca,  Valencia — 
Accusatory  Address  of  the  Cortes  to  the  King — Decrees  showing  a  jea¬ 
lousy  of  France — Prorogation  of  the  Cortes — Disturbances  in  Ma¬ 
drid — Assassination  of  Landaburu — Mutiny  of  the  Guards — Their 
defeat — Negotiations  with  the  King — Final  surrender  of  the  Guards 
— Revolt  of  the  Carabineers  at  Cordova — Plot  at  Cadiz — Address  of 
the  Municipality  of c  Madrid  to  the  King — Appointment  of  an  Ultra- 
liberal  Ministry — Banishments — Trial  and  Execution  of  Elio — Re¬ 
marks  on  this  Proceeding — The  armies  of  the  Faith — Their  progress 
in  Navarre,  Catalonia,  and  Arragon — Establishment  of  a  Regency  at 
Seo  d’  Ur  gel — Situation  of  the  Armies  of  the  Faith,  in  the  beginning 
of  September — Mina  is  appointed  to  Command  in  Catalonia — Opera¬ 
tions  of  Mina  and  D’ Erodes — Castelfollit  taken  by  the  Constitutional¬ 
ists  and  destroyed — Quezada  defeated — O’ DonneVs  Proclamation — . 
Mina  enters  Balaguer,  Puy cerda,  and  Llivia — Flight  of  the  Re¬ 
gency  of  Ur  gel — Siege  of  Seo  D’ Ur  gel — Pi'ogress  made  in  the  interior 
Provinces  in  the  Suppression  of  Insurrection — Convocation  and  Open¬ 
ing  of  an  Extraordinary  Cortes — Revival  of  popular  Clubs — • Law  to 
regulate  them — Report  on  the  State  of  Spain — Measures  adopted 
with  a  View  to  the  Resistance  of  Foreign  Aggression — Arbitrary  Pu¬ 
nishments  and  Prosecutions  for  Political  offences. 


THE  history  of  1821  exhibited 
Spain  constantly  exhausted  by 
internal  dissension,  till,  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  she  was  reduced  to 
a  state  approaching  to  political 
dissolution.  The  principal  cities, 
throwing  off  the  bonds  of  civil 
union,  had  declared,  that  they 
would  no  longer  obey  the  existing 
ministry :  and  the  Cortes,  by  a  re¬ 
port  which  ascribed  all  the  evils 
of  Spain  to  the  men  then  in  office, 
gave  to  the  voice  of  rebellion  the 
indirect  sanction  of  the  legislature. 
The  king,  without  trusting  his 


ministers,  who  were  thus  odious 
to  the  nation  and  its  representa¬ 
tives,  was  unwilling  to  part  with 
them ;  because  a  change  would 
only  throw  him  into  the  hands  of 
others  still  less  acceptable  to  his 
prejudices,  still  less  favourable  to 
his  views.  These  dissensions 
among  the  constitutionalists  had, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  in¬ 
spired  the  partisans  of  the  ancient 
system  with  new  hopes,  and  incited 
them  to  new  attempts  ;  and  in  se¬ 
veral  of  the  provinces,  especially 
in  those  bordering  on  France,  con- 
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siderable  bands  of  insurgents  were 
in  arms  against  the  government. 
A  nominal  king  distrusting  and 
distrusted  by  all — an  executive, 
feeble,  yet  odious  and  unpopular — 
a  constitutional  ministry  resisted 
openly  by  tlie  people,  and  at  the 
same  time  assailed  by  the  Cortes^ — 
insurgents  in  arms  against  the 
constitution— and  the  adherents 
of  the  constitution  on  the  very 
brink  of  hostilities  among  them¬ 
selves  ;  such  was  the  piteous  con¬ 
dition,  into  which  the  ambitious, 
short-sighted  rashness  of  military 
reformers,  dreaming  enthusiasts, 
and  unprincipled  demagogues,  had 
reduced  the  once  splendid  and 
firm,  though  gloomy,  fabric  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  the  cities,  which  had  thrown 
off  their  allegiance,  returned  to 
a  seeming  obedience  to  the  execu¬ 
tive.  On  the  10th  of  January, 
Jauregui  delivered  up  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  garrison  of  Cadiz  and 
the  general  government  of  the 
province  to  Don  Jacinto  Romarte. 
It  was  doubtless  some  merit  in 
Jauregui  to  cease  to  be  a  rebel ; 
but  what  are  we  to  think  of  a 
state  of  society,  in  which  a  public 
functionary,  who  had,  like  Jauregui, 
been  the  fomenter  and  the  instru¬ 
ment  of  rebellion,  could  escape  un¬ 
punished,  untried,  unaccused  ? 
The  example  of  Cadiz  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  other  refractory  cities ; 
the  more  readily,  perhaps,  that  the 
principal  individuals  in  the  unpo¬ 
pular  ministry  retired  from  office. 
Bardaxi,  the  minister  for  foreign 
affairs ;  F eliu,  the  minister  for 
the  interior ;  Salvador,  the  minis¬ 
ter  for  the  war  department ;  and 
Valleyo,  the  finance-director; 
yielding  to  the  clamour  of  the 
people  and  the  legislature,  ten¬ 
dered  their  resignation.  Ferdinand 


accepted  it  with  reluctance ;  and* 
in  notifying  this  event  to  the 
Cortes,  said,  “  I  have  hitherto  de¬ 
clined  to  accept  this  resignation, 
but,  considering  the  present  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  now  allow  these  mi¬ 
nisters  to  retire ;  declaring,  how¬ 
ever,  that  I  am  satisfied  with 
their  good  services,  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  constitution,  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  my  person,  and  their  zeal 
for  the  public  welfare.”  No  suc¬ 
cessors  to  them  were  appointed 
immediately,  and  the  other  minis¬ 
ters,  Pelegrini,  Cano  Manuel,  and 
Escudero,  were,  in  the  mean  time, 
charged  with  the  duties  of  the  va¬ 
cant  offices.  On  the  26th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  the  secretary  for  the  trans¬ 
marine  department,  informed  the 
Cortes,  that  he  had  appointed  the 
marquis  de  Santa-Cruz,  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  first  secretary 
of  state ;  to  the  war-department, 
general  Don  Jose  Crenfuegos ;  and 
to  that  of  the  finances,  Don  Luis 
Lopez  Ballasteros.  These  were 
merely  temporary  nominations. 
Shortly  afterwards  Ballasteros  and 
Santa  Cruz  resigned ;  they  were 
succeeded  by  M.  Pelerin  and  M. 
Louis. 

The  retirement  of  the  ministers 
was  the  subject  of  rejoicing  in  the 
refractory  towns.  At  Barcelona, 
which  had  threatened,  unless  they 
were  dismissed  by  a  certain  day, 
to  take  more  decisive  measures,  it 
was  celebrated  in  a  manner  which 
was  there  supposed  to  indicate  the 
most  ardent  patriotism,  but  which, 
in  truth,  proved  that  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  social  subordination  were 
forgotten.  Riego,  an  individual 
filling  no  public  office,  still  labour¬ 
ing  under  very  heavy  suspicions, 
and  whose  name  was  every  where 
the  watch- word  of  popular  tumult ; 
this  man  entered  Barcelona  in 
triumph,  received  the  homage  of 
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the  constituted  authorities,  review¬ 
ed  the  troops,  and  charmed  these 
patriotic  soldiers,  by  an  insane  tirade 
concerning  liberty  and  Catalonia. 
“  Fierce  and  desperate  despotism,” 
said  he,  “  from  this  moment  ex¬ 
pires.  I  already  see  her  tearing 
her  ensanguined  hair,  and  plung¬ 
ing  herself  into  the  dark  mansions 
of  pain,  and  of  the  tricks  of  her 
satellites,  from  whence  she  will 
never  emerge — never.”  When 
soldiers  can  be  collected,  reviewed, 
and  harangued  by  a  suspected  and 
furious  demagogue,  without  the 
sanction  or  pretence  of  any  official 
character ;  it  is  only  by  accidental 
sufferance,  that  regular  govern¬ 
ment  can  be  supposed  to  exist. 

It  would  be  endless  to  enume¬ 
rate  the  events,  that  were  daily 
disturbing  the  public  peace  ;  but 
it  is  important  to  observe,  that  the 
tumults  proceeded,  not  from  the 
attempts  of  votaries  of  despotism, 
but  from  the  follies  and  mutual 
jealousies  of  the  constitutionalists 
themselves.  What  happened  at 
Valencia  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  may  be  adduced  as  a  speci¬ 
men.  Some  dissensions  between 
the  artillery  and  the  cuirassiers  of 
the  garrison,  having  been  amicably 
adjusted,  deputations  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  regiments  met  to  celebrate 
the  union  and  friendship,  which  all 
the  corps  of  the  garrison  had  sworn 
to  observe  ;  and  for  that  purpose, 
on  the  7th  of  January,  a  pro¬ 
cession,  composed  of  persons  of  both 
sexes,  and  accompanied  by  music, 
was  prepared.  This  procession 
was  insulted  by  a  crowd  collected 
at  the  corner  of  a  street,  who 
raised  cries  in  honour  of  Riego 
— A  scuffle  ensued,  and  the 
crowd  was  dispersed.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  <ffh,  however,  part  of 
the  militia,  joined  to  the  populace, 
renewed  the  riot.  The  regiment 
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of  Zamora  was  brought  out  against 
them;  the  militia  threatened  to 
fire ;  the  other  corps  of  the  gar¬ 
rison  were  then  marched  out 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery ;  and 
finally  tranquillity  was  restored, 
though  not  till  after  some  lives 
had  been  lost. 

The  extraordinary  Cortes  con¬ 
tinued  its  sittings.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  matters  which  occupied  its 
attention,  were  the  liberty  of  the 
press  and  the  relations  of  Spain  to 
the  South  American  provinces. 
On  the  latter  subject,  the  council 
of  state  had  suggested  no  fewer 
than  eight  different  means  for  ad¬ 
justing  the  disputes  between  the 
mother  country  and  her  colonies. 
These  were 

1.  To  conclude  an  armistice 
with  the  trans-marine  provinces  : 

2.  To  open  a  kind  of  judicature 
for  adjusting  grievances,  consisting 
of  deputies  from  the  provinces,  and 
commissioners  from  the  Cortes. 

3.  To  empower  the  commis¬ 
sioners  from  the  Cortes,  to  sus¬ 
pend,  with  respect  to  the  trans¬ 
marine  pro  vinces,  such  articles  of 
the  constitution  as  they  may  judge 
injurious  to  the  provinces. 

4.  To  suspend,  with  regard  to 
America,  the  decrees  relative  to 
the  suppression  of  monarchical  es¬ 
tablishments,  and  of  the  privileges 
of  the  clergy. 

5.  To  establish  freedom  of  com¬ 
merce  between  the  Peninsula  and 
the  trans-marine  provinces. 

6.  To  concede  to  the  provinces 
freedom  of  commerce  with  foreign 
powers,  for  a  period  of  six  years. 

7-  To  settle  the  distribution  of 
the  common  lands,  not  only  near 
the  towns,  but  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  according  to  a  law 
passed  by  the  last  Cortes. 

8.  To  resort  to  the  assistance  of 
a  foreign  power. 
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These  propositions  were  reject¬ 
ed  by  the  committee  of  the  Cortes, 
to  which  they  were  referred ;  and, 
in  their  stead,  the  committee  re¬ 
commended,  “  That  there  should 
be  sent  to  both  Americas,  commis¬ 
sioners  instructed  to  hear  and  re¬ 
ceive  whatever  propositions  the 
government  there  may  make,  and 
to  transmit  the  same  to  the  mother 
country,  in  order  that  the  Cortes 
may  decide  thereon,  without  pre¬ 
judice,  however,  to  measures  being 
taken  by  the  government  for  re¬ 
ceiving  propositions  from  persons 
authorized  by  these  governments, 
and  referring  them  to  the  Cortes.” 

The  Cortes  proceeded  to  dis¬ 
cuss  this  report  on  the  27th  of 
January.  The  Conde  de  Toreno, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
committee  supported  it.  On  the 
contrary,  many  deputies  strongly 
condemned  it.  Some  thought  the 
measures  useless,  as  commission¬ 
ers  had  already  been  employed 
by  the  king  to  negociate  without 
producing  any  result ;  some  were 
of  opinion,  that,  in  sending  com¬ 
missioners,  the  Cortes  conceded  too 
much,  as  such  a  step  was  a  vir¬ 
tual  acknowledgment  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  South  American 
states  :  others  were  for  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  independence  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  at  once,  and  this  course  was 
proposed  by  Senor  Golfin,  the  first 
speaker  in  the  debate.  No  defini¬ 
tive  resolution  was  adopted.  The 
subject  was  again  referred  to  a  com- 
mitttee,  who  again  made  a  similar 
report. 

The  law  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press  contained  also  a  variety  of 
provisions  with  respect  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  clubs,  and  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  petition.  It  called 
forth  the  vehement  disapprobation 
of  the  populace  of  Madrid,  who  on 
the  10th  of  February,  attacked 


and  insulted  the  deputies  who  had 
expressed  sentiments  unfavourable 
to  democratic  licentiousness.  Count 
Torreno  and  Martinez  de  la  Rosa 
were  in  personal  danger ;  the 
house  of  the  former  was  broken 
into  and  some  of  his  servants 
wounded  by  a  mob,  who  accom¬ 
panied  their  outrages  with  cheers 
to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  to 
Riego,  and  to  the  deputies  elect  ol 
the  ensuing  Cortes.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  the  Cortes  named  a 
special  commission  to  confer  with 
the  government  on  the  subject. 
On  the  9th  of  February,  this  com¬ 
mission  presented  a  report,  in 
which  they  declared  their  satisfac¬ 
tion  with  the  zeal  and  the  activity 
of  government ;  their  conviction, 
that  the  riotous  assemblage  exer¬ 
cised  no  influence  on  the  freedom 
of  debate  necessary  to  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  deliberative  powers  of 
the  Cortes  ;  and  their  knowledge, 
that  the  persons,  who  committed 
the  excesses,  were  few  in  number, 
and  contemptible  in  character 
“  Madrid,”  said  they  “  is  the  centre 
of  the  people  most  disposed  to  dis¬ 
orders  and  commotions.  The  in¬ 
explicable  conduct  of  some  of  our 
diplomatic  agents  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  the  want  of  vigilance  in 
Madrid,  have  given  occasion  to 
plans  of  subversion,  and  opportu¬ 
nities  to  foment  our  dissensions 
through  direct  or  indirect  emissaries 
from  abroad.”  As  means  for  pre¬ 
venting  similar  disorders,  the  com¬ 
missioners  recommended  to  the 
next  Cortes  to  complete  the  crimi¬ 
nal  code,  to  improve  the  state  of 
police,  and  to  create  one  or  two 
subaltern  political  chiefs  for  the 
capital. 

The  session  of  the  extraordinary 
Cortes  terminated  on  the  14th  of 
February.  The  speech  of  the  king 
on  this  occasion,  was,  as  might  be 
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expected,  a  recapitulation  of,  and 
eulogium  on,  the  several  acts  of 
the  session,  especially  the  new  ter¬ 
ritorial  division  of  Spain.  The 
president,  in  his  answer,  began  by 
reminding  Ferdinand  of  the  oaths 
which  he  had  taken  to  maintain 
the  free  constitution.  He  then 
ran  rapidly  over  the  various  im¬ 
portant  objects,  which  the  Cortes 
had  attended  to,  expatiated  in 
general  terms  on  the  difficulties 
which  they  had  to  encounter,  and 
congratulated  the  king  and  nation 
on  their  delivery,  through  the 
courage  and  prudence  of  the 
Cortes,  “from  a  dreadful  crisis, 
into  which  unfortunate  circum¬ 
stances  had  conducted  them.”  He 
concluded  by  some  remarks  on  the 
advantages  of  a  representative  as 
compared  with  an  arbitrary  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  anticipated  from 
the  labours  of  the  succeeding 
Cortes,  the  completion  of  the  great 
structure  of  a  free  and  constitu¬ 
tional  monarchy. 

Anew  ministry  was  soon  formed. 

D.  Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  had  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs ; 

D.  Jos.  Altamira,  that  of  the 
interior  ; 

D.  Manuel  de  la  Bodega,  (ex¬ 
deputy  for  Lima),  the  colonies  ; 

D.  Felippe  de  Sierra  Pambley, 
the  finance  department ; 

Brigadier  Balawzat,  the  war 
department ; 

And  D.  Nicolas  Garelli,  that  of 
grace  and  justice. 

These  individuals  had  all  be¬ 
longed  to  the  moderate  party  in 
the  late  extraordinary  Cortes ;  and 
therefore  were  not  likely  to  be 
very  acceptable  to  the  new  Cortes, 
the  members  of  which  had  just 
been  elected.  For,  that  the  latter 


were  not  inclined  to  moderate 
councils,  seemed  to  be  announced 
plainly  enough  by  the  circumstance, 
that  Riego  was  the  person,  whom 
they  first  selected  for  their  presi¬ 
dent. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  the  king- 
opened  the  session  of  the  new 
ordinary  Cortes,  with  a  speech 
filled  with  the  usual  eulogies  of 
what  had  been  already  done,  and 
flattering  anticipations  of  the  fu¬ 
ture.  He  declared,  that  the  paci¬ 
fic  relations  of  Spain  towards 
foreign  powers  were  on  the  most 
stable  footing;  “all  the  contrary 
reports,”  said  he,  alluding  to  the 
jealousy  that  prevailed  with  respect 
to  the  intentions  of  France,  “are 
totally  destitute  of  foundation, 
and  are  propagated  by  evil-disposed 
persons,  who  seek  only  to  surprise 
the  unwary,  to  intimidate  the 
weak,  and  thus  open  a  door  to 
distrust  and  discord.”  The  answer 
of  Riego  contained  nothing  worthy 
of  notice. 

The  Cortes,  having  voted  a  suit¬ 
able  address  to  the  king,  proceeded 
immediately  to  the  consideration 
of  all  the  various  parts  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  finances  came 
first  under  discussion.  The  pros¬ 
pect  here  was  not  very  cheering ; 
for,  according  to  the  accounts 
brought  forward  on  the  5  th  of 
March,  the  expenses  of  the  ensuing 
year  would  amount  to  upwards  of 
860  millions  of  reals  vellon,  while 
the  income  would  be  nearly  200 
millions  short  of  that  sum.  Con¬ 
siderable  reductions  in  the  esti¬ 
mates,  however,  were  subsequently 
made :  and  the  budget,  as  finally 
settled  by  the  Cortes  on  the  28th 
of  June,  presented  the  following 
results : — 
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Expenditure, 


Reals  Yellon.  Mar, 


Royal  Family  ......  * 

45,212,000 

00 

Cortes  ........ 

5,522,366 

00 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  .... 

5,760,917 

00 

Ditto  of  the  Interior  ...... 

32,448,028 

19 

Ditto  of  Ultramarine  ...... 

941,465 

00 

Ditto  of  Justice  ..... 

16,897,899 

27 

Ditto  of  Finance,  (comprising  65,586,286  reals 

vellon  for  the  service  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 

contracted  since  1820,  and  the  debt  with  Hoi- 

Icind^  >••*«»»• 

148,894,075 

00 

Ditto  of  War  ....... 

328,633,983 

8 

Ditto  of  Marine  ....... 

80,502,590 

33 

Total 

664,813,324 

19 

Ways  and  Means. 

Land-tax  ........ 

150,000,000 

0 

Tax  on  the  Clergy  ...... 

20,000,000 

0 

Ditto  on  consumption.  ..... 

100,000,000 

0 

Ditto  on  houses  ....... 

20,000,000 

0 

Ditto  on  patents  ...... 

25,000,000 

0 

Balance  uncollected  on  the  revenue  of  the  10th  . 

10,000,000 

0 

Tobacco  ........ 

65,000,000 

0 

Salt  ......... 

14,000,000 

0 

Customs  ........ 

60,000,000 

0 

Stamps  ........ 

30,300,000 

0 

Lotteries  ........ 

10,000,000 

0 

Posts  ^  . 

14,000,000 

0 

Bulls  ........ 

12,000,000 

0 

Tax  on  carriages  and  servants  .... 

2,000,000 

0 

Specie  from  America  ...... 

10,000,000 

0 

Reduction  of  charge  on  the  administration  of  the 

Finances  ....... 

10,000,000 

0 

Sundry  taxes  ....... 

10,500,000 

0 

Inscription  in  the  Great  Book  to  cover  the  defi- 

ciencv  in  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  State. 

102,013,324 

19 

Total  . 

664,813,324 

19 

In  these  estimates.,  there  was  no  sand  millions  of  reals  vellon,  but  was 
charge  for  the  old  internal  debt  of  now  calculated  at  4,833,298,335 
the  monarchy;  which,  in  181 1,  had  reals.  The  payment  of  the  prin- 
been  estimated  at  fourteen  thou-  cipal  and  interest  of  that  debt, 
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was  secured  only  on  the  national  the  present  year  estimated  in  the 
property ;  and  the  value  of  the  following  manner : 
property  thus  applicable  was  in 

Heals  Vellon. 


Property  of  the  pious  establishments  and  fraternities  . 

Cornmanderies  of  the  military  orders  .... 

Remains  of  the  property  of  the  Jesuits 

Moiety  of  uncultivated  lands  ..... 

Property  of  the  Inquisition  ..... 

Ditto  of  the  Crown,  applicable  to  the  nation,  and  in¬ 
cluding  the  manufactures  of  Guadalaxara  and  of 
crystal  ......... 

The  valley  of  Alcudia  ...... 

Property  of  the  convents  and  monasteries  hitherto  sup¬ 
pressed  ........ 

Ditto  of  the  secular  clergy,  after  deducting  the  portion 
belonging  to  lay  proprietors,  entitled  to  lOths . 


2,000,000,000 

400,000,000 

25,000,000 

2,000,000,000 

50,000,000 


100,000,000 

18,000,000 

2,000,000,000 

2,000,000,000 


Total  .  .  .  8,633,000,000 


Thus  the  funds  charged  with 
the  old  internal  debt  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy  were  equal  to  nearly  twice 
the  amount  of  the  claims  to  which 
they  were  liable.  The  interest  of 
the  old  debt  contracted  in  Holland, 
and  of  the  loans  of  1820,  and 
1822,  was  comprised  in  the  Budget, 
and  made  part  of  the  general 
charge  of  the  year. 

The  contract,  entered  into  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  last  vear  with 

J 

Ardouin,  Hubbard,  and  Co.,  occa¬ 
sioned  many  and  long  debates  in 
the  Cortes,  wThich  led  to  some 
variations  in  the  conditions  of  the 
bargain. 

o 

The  attention  of  the  Cortes  was 
every  now  and  then  diverted  from 
general  legislation  to  the  disorders, 
which  were,  from  time  to  time, 
breaking  out  in  particular  places. 
Pampeluna  was  the  scene  of  tumult 
on  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th  of 
March  ;  and  on  the  24th,  the  go¬ 
vernment  was  accused  in  the 
Cortes  of  not  having  exerted  suffi¬ 
cient  diligence  in  preserving  or 
restoring  tranquillity.  One  of  the 
ministers,  in  repelling  the  accusa¬ 


tion  observed,  that  “  there  are 
some  Spaniards  who  wish  to  go 
farther  than  they  ought.” 

“  No,  no,”  exclaimed  the  presi¬ 
dent  Riego  ;  “  no  one  wishes  to  go 
farther  than  he  ought.  I  stand  at 
the  head  of  the  Exaltados,  and  I 
consider  myself  attacked  by  your 
excellency.” 

Some  disturbances  occurred  in 
the  capital  on  the  9th  and  10th  of 
March,  originating  in  a  quarrel 
between  the  regular  troops  and 
the  militia.  T umults  again  ensued 
on  the  20th  of  the  same  month, 
when  the  ballotting  for  the  con¬ 
scription  began,  and  on  several 
subsequent  occasions.  In  May,  a 
small  troop  of  insurgents  were  dis¬ 
covered  about  a  mile  from  the 
city,  near  Moncloa,  a  country- 
house  of  the  king,  and  were  dis¬ 
persed  by  the  appearance  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  national  guard. 
Several  of  the  individuals,  who 
composed  this  band,  were  after¬ 
wards  arrested  at  an  inn,  and  their 
quality  and  situation  excited  a  sus¬ 
picion,  that  they  acted,  if  not  with 
the  express  knowledge  and  conniv* 
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Among 
found  the  Charge  d’ 


ance,  at  least  in  the  supposed  views 
and  interest  of  the  court, 
them  were 
Affaires  of  the  queen  of  Etruria 
(the  sister  of  Ferdinand),  two  of 
the  gardes  da  corps,  and  a  member 
of  the  king’s  household. 

Lorca  too,  was  the  scene 
of  a  serious  affray  between 
the  military  and  the  people. 
Several  individuals,  charged  with 
a  conspiracy  against  the  constitu¬ 
tional  system,  had,  for  some  time, 
been  confined  in  the  prisons  of  that 
place.  On  the  30th  of  April, 
several  placards  were  put  up, 
calling  upon  all  good  Spaniards  to 
assist  in  setting  the  prisoners 
free.  The  placards  were  torn 
down  by  orders  from  the  town 
commander,  and  several  companies 
were  put  under  arms,  and  drawn 
out.  These  threatening  disposi¬ 
tions  served  only  to  augment  the 


the  populace  more  furious  and 
more  daring.  A  desperate  struggle 
ensued,  in  which  many  were  killed 
on  both  sides.  The  military, 
however,  having  been  directed  by 
their  commander  not  to  spare  their 
shot,  ultimately  remained  masters 
of  the  field  of  action. 

Within  a  month  afterwards,  a 
still  more  alarming  incident  oc¬ 
curred  at  Valencia.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  30th  of  May,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  artillery,  of  between  70 
and  80  men,  on  entering  the  citadel 
to  fire  the  ordinary  round,  (the 
citadel  was  the  prison  of  the  con¬ 
demned  royalist  Elio,)  raised  a  cry 
of  “  Long  live  the  absolute 
King !”  Long  live  Elio  !”  and 
“  Down  with  the  Constitution  !” 
They  then  deposed  their  com¬ 
mandant,  and  proclaimed  Elio  as 

their  chief.  As  soon  as  the  militarv 

* 

authorities  heard  of  this  mad  at- 


popular  effervescence :  multitudes*!  tempt,  they  presented  themselves  at 
assembled  in  various  places,  and  a  the  gate,  and  endeavoured  to  bring 


troop  of  labourers  and  peasants, 
armed  with  “  trabucos,”  forced 
the  guard,  and  liberated  the  pri¬ 
soners.  The  public  authorities 
immediately  called  out  the  whole 
garrison ;  but  the  impulse  given 
was  already  too  strong ;  crowds 
collected  round  the  house  of  the 
Judge  of  First  Instance,  exclaim¬ 
ing,  t<r  Long  live  the  King  !  Long 
live  Religion  !  Down  with  the 
Constitutional  Inquisition !”  The 
soldiers  attempted  to  disperse  the 
people,  but  in  vain.  The  house 
of  the  judge  was  entered  by  main 
force,  and  all  the  papers  supposed 
to  relate  to  the  proceedings  against 
the  prisoners  were  burnt.  The 
house  itself  caught  fire,  and  was 
destroyed  with  the  furniture  it 
contained.  Fresh  detachments  of 
troops  arrived,  and  the  order  was 
given  to  fire  on  the  people ;  but 
its  execution  only  served  to  render 


back  the  insurgents  to  their  duty,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  acts  of  rigour.  En¬ 
treaties  were  fruitless,  and  force  be¬ 
came  indispensable.  The  regiment 
of  Zamora,  the  battalions  of  the  na¬ 
tional  militia,  the  pupils  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  college,  and  all  classes  of  the 
citizens,  in  a  short  time  surrounded 
the  fortress,  and,  as  the  insurgents 
still  refused  to  yield,  opened  a  fire 
upon  it  at  4  o’clock  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  31st.  At  seven  o’clock, 
the  infatuated  men  surrendered  at 
discretion,  and  were  lodged  in 
prison  to  wait  the  award  of  law. 
This  affray,  though  alarming  in 
its  aspect,  was  attended  with  little 
bloodshed ;  one  of  the  insurgents 
only  being  killed,  and  three 
wounded.  The  officers  of  the  re¬ 
bellious  artillery  men  refused  to 
take  any  part  with  them,  even 
though  their  lives  were  threatened. 
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Elio,  likewise  was  too  prudent  to 
make  common  cause  with  them, 
and  declined  the  honour  of  being 
their  commander. 

These,  let  it  be  remembered, 
are  specimens  of  the  disturbances 
which  were  of  frequent  occurrence, 
even  in  those  provinces  where  the 
authority  of  the  Cortes  was  firmly 
established.  In  some  districts, 
that  authority  was  openly  dis¬ 
avowed  ;  and  insurgents  kept  to¬ 
gether  in  force  sufficient  to  defy 
the  military. 

The  distractions  of  the  country 
were  the  subject  of  keen  debate 
in  the  Cortes  ;  and  the  prevailing 
party  there  did  not  hesitate  to 
accuse  the  ministers  of  neglecting 
them,  and  the  king  and  France 
of  fostering  them.  By  one  vote, 
the  royal  regiment  of  Carabineers 
was  ordered  to  be  disbanded.  On 
the  24tli  of  May,  an  address  was 
agreed  to,  by  a  majority  of  81  to 
54,  which  amounted  virtually  to 
an  indictment  of  the  king  and  his 
ministers.  This  address,  after 
marking  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution,  communicated  to  Fer¬ 
dinand  the  fears,  the  suspicions, 
and  the  purposes  of  the  legislature, 
in  the  following  ominous  language. 

“  It  was  soon  discovered  that  a 
horrible  design  was  formed  to  stop 
the  progress  of  liberty  and  know¬ 
ledge,  by  pointing  out,  as  criminal, 
the  most  innocent  and  legal  meet¬ 
ings  :  the  most  illustrious  patriots 
were  persecuted  with  fury.  The 
new  system  was  attempted  to  be 
raised  on  the  ruins  of  the  old,  with 
its  old  and  rotten  materials :  the 
government  adopted  a  slow  and 
crooked  march  :  the  passions  were 
excited :  foreign  machinations  pre¬ 
vailed  among  us ;  and  while  men’s 
minds  were  inflamed,  and  suspi¬ 
cions  excited  against  us,  we  have 
been  brought  with  lamentable 
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rapidity  to  the  situation  in  which 
we  are  now  placed. 

“  Sire,  the  Spanish  nation,  on 
seeing  the  constitutional  system 
proceed  with  such  slowness,  has 
become  a  prey  to  the  most  painful 
distrust.  This  distrust  exasperates 
men’s  minds;  it  increases  every 
day,  when  it  is  clearly  seen  with 
what  ardour  a  foreign  nation — or 
rather,  the  government  of  that 
nation — uses  its  influence  to  in¬ 
crease  our  troubles,  foment  our 
complaints,  and  abuse  our  holy 
revolution  by  every  kind  of  im¬ 
posture  and  calumny. 

“  Sire,  the  nation  considers  its 
liberty  in  danger,  seeing  how 
slowly  proceedings  are  taken 
against  those  who  openly  attack 
it;  and  with  what  insolence  the 
enemies  of  the  constitution  speak 
of  their  sinister  projects,  and  their 
approaching  victory. 

“  Sire,  the  Spanish  nation  sees 
with  dissatisfaction  and  sorrow  the 
administration  of  some  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  intrusted  to  inexperienced 
hands — to  individuals  who  are  not 
liked  by  the  people.  Impunity  ex¬ 
tended  to  real  criminals,  together 
with  unjust  and  arbitrary  perse¬ 
cutions,  produce  the  greatest  scan¬ 
dal,  increase  the  anxiety  of  good 
men,  and  must  be  productive  of 
the  most  fatal  consequences.  And 
to  what  hazard  will  the  public 
peace  be  exposed,  if,  to  the  dis¬ 
turbances  which  affect  the  nation, 
the  fears  which  encompass,  and 
the  discontents  which  agitate  it, 
be  added  the  machinations  and  ef¬ 
forts  of  those  persons,  who  unhap¬ 
pily  have  too  much  influence  upon 
the  simple  and  misled  portion  of 
the  people  ?  The  Cortes,  sire,  de¬ 
sire  you  to  look  upon  those  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  sanctuary — those  am¬ 
bitious  prelates — those  men,  who, 
having  quitted  the  world  and  its 
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interests  to  devote  themselves  to 
prayer  and  virtue,  even  now,  in 
the  path  of  the  Gospel,  bring  dis¬ 
grace  upon  the  true  religion,  and 
betray  the  charge  of  peace  which 
was  the  doctrine  of  their  divine 
master, — who  abuse  the  sacred  and 
august  functions  of  the  priesthood 
to  the  propagation  of  superstition 
and  the  encouragement  of  disobe¬ 
dience.  They  preach  against  the 
liberty,  which  our  constitution 
sanctions  and  guarantees.  Per¬ 
jured  and  sacrilegious  themselves, 
they  first  deceive  and  then  stimu¬ 
late  the  people  to  insurrection. 
They  marshal  those  whom  they 
have  seduced,  and  even  stoop  to 
mix  with  banditti.  With  the 
censer  in  one  hand  and  the  sword 
4n  the  other,  they  abuse  their  in¬ 
fluence  :  intrenching  themselves 
behind  their  audacity,  they  fling 
around  the  torch  of  rebellion  :  they 
would  oppress,  pillage,  and  burn 
our  cities ;  they  would  cause  rivers 
of  blood  to  flow,  and  would,  in 
fine,  convert  unhappy  Spain  into 
a  frightful  theatre  of  civil  war,  in 
the  deceitful  hope  of  extinguishing 
for  ever  the  light  of  civilization, 
the  spirit  of  liberty,  the  throne 
itself,  and  the  national  representa¬ 
tion. 

“  All  that  we  wish  to  expose  to 
you,  sire,  is  proved  by  the  different 
factions  which  appear  simultane¬ 
ously  in  Catalonia,  or  by  events 
which  are  of  a  nature  too  horrible 
to  be  described,  and  of  which  the 
pen  refuses  to  write. 

“  Let  the  people  see  power  con¬ 
fided  to  men,  who  regard  the  pub¬ 
lic  liberties ;  let  the  whole  nation 
see,  that  the  title  and  the  virtue  of 
a  true  patriot  is  the  only  right — 
the  only  way  to  gain  access  to  your 
majesty,  in  order  to  merit  the 
favour  and  obtain  the  honour 
which  your  majesty  can  grant ; 


and  that  all  the  rigour  of  justice, 
and  all  the  indignation  of  the  king, 
should  fall  on  those  wretches,  who 
dare  to  profane  his  august  and 
sacred  name,  to  oppress  the  country 
and  its  liberty. 

“  Behold,  then,  the  Cortes  await 
and  desire — they  supplicate  your 
majesty  instantly  to  suppress  those 
fears  with  which  we  are  surround¬ 
ed;  to  adopt  those  means  which 
we  have  pointed  out;  to  allow 
that  the  national  militia  and  vo¬ 
lunteers  should  be  immediately 
augmented  and  armed  throughout 
the  kingdom — for  citizens,  armed 
in  the  defence  of  their  hearths  and 
of  their  liberty,  are  the  strongest 
guards  of  the  constitution — with 
the  same  dispatch  with  which  the 
standing  army  is  organized ;  that 
army,  so  worthy  of  the  gratitude 
of  your  majesty  and  that  of  the 
country,  and  whose  exploits  and 
virtues  are  the  admiration  of  the 
world. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Cortes 
hope  that  your  majesty  will  make 
it  known  to  every  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  that  seeks  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  to  take  a  part  in  our  domes¬ 
tic  affairs,  that  the  nation  is  not 
in  a  state  to  receive  laws ;  that  its 
forces  and  its  resources  can  make 
it  be  respected  ;  and  that  if  it  has 
defended  its  independence  and  its 
king  with  glory,  it  is  with  the 
same  glory  and  with  the  same 
powerful  efforts,  that  it  will  still 
defend  its  king  and  its  liberty. 

“  The  Cortes  are  certain  that, 
with  regard  to  those  ecclesiastics 
and  prelates  who  preach  up  fana¬ 
ticism  and  rebellion,  your  majesty 
will  adopt  the  most  energetic  and 
efficacious  measures  to  expel  those 
terrors  of  the  soil  of  Spain,  and 
prevent  their  return  to  fan  the  fire 
of  discord  and  light  the  torches  of 
superstition.” 
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The  answer  of  the  king  to  this 
address  was  exceedingly  submissive 
and  temperate.  The  Cortes,  to 
mark  still  more  strongly  their 
jealousy  of  France,  did  not  confine 
themselves  to  mere  verbal  re¬ 
monstrance  ;  but  ordered  a  consi¬ 
derable  body  of  troops  to  be  sta¬ 
tioned  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
cordon  sanitaire ;  and  passed  a  de¬ 
cree,  allowing  the  same  pension  to 
French  refugees  flying  from  pro¬ 
secution  for  political  offences,  as 
had  been  previously  granted  to 
Italian  revolutionists,  flying  from 
a  foreign  invader.  Almost  the 
last  act  of  the  session  was  to  pass 
a  law,  providing,  that  so  long  as 
France  maintained  her  military 
cordon  on  the  Pyrennees,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  introduction  of  Spanish 
commodities,  except  by  one  route, 
the  territory  of  Spain  should 
be  shut  in  like  manner  against 
France,  and  all  commercial  inter¬ 
course  prohibited  except  by  the 
route  of  Irun.  All  persons,  as 
well  as  merchandise,  coming  from 
France,  were  to  pass  by  this  route ; 
and  any  attempt  to  enter  by  ano¬ 
ther,  subjected  the  former  to  arrest, 
the  latter  to  seizure. 

On  Sunday  the  30th  of  June, 
Ferdinand  prorogued  the  Cortes. 
The  speech  noticed  the  rigid  eco¬ 
nomy  that  had  been  observed,  the 
improved  state  of  the  finances,  and 
the  determination  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  keep  good  faith  with  the 
public  creditor.  The  president, 
in  his  anwer,  re-echoed  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  his  sovereign.  Both 
speeches  were  filled  with  bright 
anticipations  of  the  future,  which 
had  scarcely  been  uttered,  when 
the  course  of  events  belied  them. 
In  consequence  of  some  imprudent 
i  conduct  or  expressions  of  some  of 
i the  royal  guards  on  the  evening 
preceding,  the  public  mind  was 
Vol.  LXIV. 


considerably  agitated  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  prorogation ;  and,  as  the 
king  was  proceeding  from  his 
palace  to  the  hall  of  the  legislative 
assembly,  the  shouts  of  “  liberty 
and  the  constitution”  on  the  part 
of  the  multitude,  were  met  by  the 
watchwords  of  arbitrary  power  on 
the  part  of  the  soldiers.  This 
conflict  of  political  acclamations 
led  to  blows  between  some  of  the 
guards  and  the  citizens. 

When  his  majesty  returned  from 
the  Cortes,  and  entered  his  palace, 
the  numbers  who  shouted  for  the 
constitutional  king  increased.  A 
body  of  grenadier  guards  attacked 
the  multitude,  and  wounded  and 
bruised  several.  The  officers  ex¬ 
erted  themselves  in  vain  to  restrain 
their  soldiers.*  and,  one  of  them, 
Casasola,  was  trampled  upon  and 
severely  hurt,  while  endeavouring 
to  maintain  order :  the  captain- 
general,  who  was  confined  to  bed 
by  indisposition,  hearing  what  was 
going  forward,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  appeared  at  his  post ;  and  the 
political  chief  spared  no  fatigue  to 
restore  order.  But  before  this 
could  be  effected,  a  first  lieutenant 
of  the  guard,  Don  Mamerto  Lan- 
daburu,  was  assassinated  by  some 
of  his  own  soldiers,  whom  he  was 
endeavouring  to  restrain. 

An  order  was  immediately  issued 
to  bring  the  assassins  to  justice, 
and  the  citizens  were  assured  that 
the  daring  atrocity  would  not  pass 
unpunished;  but  the  public  anxiety 
and  ferment  did  not  immediately 
subside.  The  militia  were  called 
out,  the  garrison  remained  under 
arms,  and  every  precaution  was 
employed  by  the  civil  authorities 
to  prevent  disorders,  and  to  restore 
confidence.  Nothing  further  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  night  of  Sunday, 
or  the  whole  of  Monday,  the  1st 
of  July;  though  it  was  evident, 
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that  the  public  apprehensions  still 
continued,  and  that  neither  the 
minds  of  the  citizens,  nor  of  the 
soldiers,  nor  of  the  municipal  au¬ 
thorities,  nor  of  the  court,  had  re¬ 
covered  their  settled  calm.  Ru¬ 
mours  were  industriously  spread 
by  the  enemies  of  the  constitution, 
that  the  king  considered  his  life  in 
danger,  and  that  he  had  in  conse¬ 
quence  determined  to  take  refuge 
in  the  Prado,  or  to  flee  from  the 
capital.  The  liberal  papers,  on 
the  other  hand,  threw  suspicions 
on  the  views  of  the  court,  and  in¬ 
dulged  in  severe  invectives  on  the 
temper  and  spirit  of  the  household 
troops. 

Towards  the  evening  of  the 
2nd,  these  excitements  had  so 
wrought  on  the  minds  of  the 
guards,  that  four  battalions, 
amounting  to  between  1,500  and 
2,000  men,  after  displaying  much 
disorder  and  tumult,  deserted  the 
posts  where  they  were  stationed 
on  guard.  Two  battalions  from 
the  quarter  of  St.  Isabel  met  two 
battalions  from  other  quarters,  and, 
having  first  taken  up  a  hostile  po¬ 
sition  on  the  parade  ground  of  the 
guards,  proceeded  to  the  Prado, 
where  they  made  regular  demands 
of  rations,  and  appointed  delegates 
or  commissioners  to  treat  about  a 
surrender. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  while  this 
negotiation  was  going  on,  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  assembled,  and  invited 
the  king  and  his  family  to  re¬ 
pair  to  the  hotel  de  Ville,  but 
Ferdinand  refused  to  accede  to  the 
proposal.  The  4th  July  passed, 
without  any  event  of  importance, 
except  that  a  slight  reconnoisance 
was  made  by  part  of  the  regiment 
of  Almanza,  which  advanced  to 
one  of  the  gates  of  the  Prado,  to 
ascertain  the  disposition  of  the 
guards.  A  company  of  the  latter 


forced  them  to  retire  forthwith. 
On  the  night  of  the  6th,  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  state  came  to  a  resolution  to 
invite  the  king  “  to  separate  him¬ 
self  from  his  undisciplined  guards.” 
The  king  immediately  replied — ■< 
“  My  guards  are  not  undisciplined. 
Let  me  put  myself  at  their  head, 
and  you  shall  see  whether  they 
will  obey  me.” — The  council  were 
not  a  little  alarmed  at  this  ambi¬ 
guous  answer. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
about  a  quarter  before  three,  the 
guards  commenced  the  execution 
of  an  enterprise,  which  seems  to 
have  been  maturely  planned.  One 
division  was  to  attack  the  park  of 
artillery ;  another  was  to  disarm 
the  national  militia,  which  was 
encamped  in  the  square  of  the 
constitution ;  and  the  third  was  to 
take  possession  of  the  Puerta  del 
Sol,  and  to  guard  the  streets  which 
led  to  it.  The  division  destined 
to  attack  the  park  of  artillery,  en¬ 
tered  through  the  street  de  la 
Luna,  where  they  were  encoun¬ 
tered  by  a  battalion  of  half-pay 
officers;  being  perhaps  surprized 
by  the  suddenness  with  which  they 
were  opposed,  they  became  discon¬ 
certed,  fled  in  confusion,  leaving 
behind  them  their  muskets,  knap¬ 
sacks,  and  equipage,  and  dispersed 
in  the  wood  of  La  Moncla. — The 
2nd  division,  which  was  to  attack 
the  militia  in  the  square  of  the 
constitution,  showed  more  firm¬ 
ness  ;  they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon 
the  square  on  three  points;  but, 
the  entrances  being  strenuously 
defended,  they  were  compelled  to 
fly  precipitately,  leaving  several 
of  their  wounded  and  dead  scat¬ 
tered  in  the  streets.  The  3rd 
division,  consisting  of  a  strong  co¬ 
lumn  under  the  command  of  Mery, 
succeeded  at  first  in  making  them¬ 
selves  masters  of  the  Puerta  del 
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Sol.  Geii.  Ballasteros,  who  was 
in  the  park  of  artillery,  as  soon  as 
he  heard  the  first  firing,  obtained 
permission  from  the  capt.  general 
(Morillo)  to  attack  this  column, 
and  carrying  with  him  a  piece  of 
artillery  and  a  battalion  of  militia, 
immediately  assaulted  it.  The 
column,  after  a  short  resistance, 
dispersed ;  the  victory  was  soon 
decided,  and  the  routed  mutineers 
fled  in  all  directions  to  the  palace. 
The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  militia 
is  represented  not  to  have  exceeded 
half  a  dozen,  while  that  of  the 
guards  amounted  to  eighty  or 
ninety. 

As  soon  as  these  events  were 
concluded,  the  permanent  deputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Cortes  convoked  a 
Junta,  the  ministers  having  been 
detained  from  the  previous  day  in 
the  palace  of  his  majesty.  The 
Junta,  after  some  deliberation, 
forwarded  a  messenger  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
an  end  to  these  violent  and  most 
dangerous  proceedings,  and  desiring 
that  the  guards  should  he  disarmed. 
The  latter  part  of  the  message  re¬ 
lated  both  to  the  fugitives  and  to 
two  battalions  who  had  remained 
in  the  palace,  and  had  taken  no 
decided  part  in  the  movements  of 
their  comrades.  The  king,  in  his 
answer,  expressed  his  desire  to  ter¬ 
minate  the  effusion  of  blood,  but 
declared  that  it  was  not  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  his  royal  per¬ 
son,  that  his  guards  should  be  dis¬ 
armed.  Upon  this  point  a  vehe¬ 
ment  discussion  arose,  two  only 
out  of  thirteen  members  of  the 
J unta  being  in  favour  of  the  king’s 
answer.  It  was  then  agreed  to 
send  another  message  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  which  set  forth  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  arras  gement,  that,  in  order  to 
1  prove  he  enjoyed  the  full  liberty 
1  which  the  direction  of  the  affairs 


of  the  state  required,  he  should 
confide  his  royal  person  to  the 
protection  of  the  national  militia. 
They  further  represented,  that  the 
two  neutral  battalions  remaining 
in  the  palace  might  be  permitted 
to  leave  the  capital  with  their 
arms,  but  divided  from  each  other; 
and  that  the  four  mutinous  bat¬ 
talions  should  immediately  sur¬ 
render  their  arms.  To  this  pro¬ 
position  his  majesty  acceded. 
When  the  measure  was  about  to 
be  carried  into  operation,  the  four 
battalions  fled  into  the  fields  by 
the  bridge  of  Segovia,  and  were 
briskly  pursued  by  a  squadron  of 
the  regiment  of  Almanza,  and  by 
the  cavalry  of  the  national  guard, 
supported  by  a  piece  of  artillery. 
Frequent  charges  were  made  by 
the  cavalry,  in  which  many  of  the 
insurgents  were  killed.  When 
arrived  at  the  pass  of  Alcorcon,  the 
guards  separated  into  three  detach¬ 
ments,  each  taking  a  different 
direction.  One,  the  most  nume¬ 
rous  of  them,  scaled  the  walls  of 
the  Casa  del  Campo,  and  from 
thence  fired  on  the  cavalry. 

Those  insurgents,  who  could  not 
succeed  in  taking  refuge  in  the 
Casa  del  Campo,  were  exposed  to  a 
continued  pursuit.  The  plain  was 
covered  with  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  and  some  prisoners  were  made. 
The  cavalry  pushed  on  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Humera,  where  they  halted. 
In  that  place  they  were  reinforced 
by  a  squadron  of  the  regiment  del 
Principe,  with  the  brigadier-gene¬ 
ral  Palleria  at  its  head.  Night 
was  fast  coming  on,  and  this  squa¬ 
dron,  together  with  some  detach¬ 
ments  from  the  regiment  of  Al¬ 
manza,  repaired  to  watch  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  guards  shut  up  in  the 
Casa  del  Campo. 

The  cavalry  succeeded  in  gaining 
an  entrance  into  the  enclosure  of 
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this  pleasure-house  of  the  king,  by 
a  gate  which  opened  on  the  fields. 
The  insurgents  occupied  an  advan¬ 
tageous  position,  and  had  formed 
themselves  in  a  square,  waiting 
for  the  attack.  Before  the  cavalry 
drew  up  in  order  of  battle,  Casero, 
lieutenant  of  the  guards,  who  ac¬ 
companied  them,  was  sent  to  sum¬ 
mon  the  insurgents  to  surrender, 
with  the  assurance  that  their  lives 
should  he  spared. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night,  the 
position  occupied  by  the  guards, 
and  the  small  force  of  the  column 
of  cavalry,  all  conspired  to  recom¬ 
mend  this  course  as  the  most  pru¬ 
dent.  Lieutenant  Casero  returned 
with  an  officer  of  the  insurgents, 
bringing  their  consent.  The  fusils 
of  the  guards  were  formed  into 
bundles,  and  at  two  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  8  th,  these  revolters 
were  conducted,  in  two  columns, 
to  Madrid,  and  there  placed  in 
confinement.  Their  number  was 
S60  soldiers  and  9  officers. 

The  fugitives  of  the  morning  of 
the  7th,  and  those,  who  in  the 
evening  had  been  unable  to  effect 
an  entrance  in  the  Casa  del  Cam- 
po,  again  united  at  the  Prado,  and 
from  thence  proceeded  towards  the 
Escurial.  But  a  column  of  infantry 
and  cavalry,  with  a  piece  of  artillery, 
having  been  dispatched  thither  on 
the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  mu¬ 
tineers  accepted  the  terms  that 
were  offered  them,  and  laid  down 
their  arms. 

The  7th  of  July,  which  thus 
witnessed  the  defeat  of  the  guards 
in  Madrid,  was  also  marked  by 
the  suppression  of  a  military  re¬ 
volt  in  Andalusia,  The  regiment 
of  royal  Carabineers,  at  Castro  del 
Rio,  in  the  province  of  Cordova, 
refused  to  submit  to  the  decree  of 
the  Cortes,  which  ordered  them  to 
be  disbanded.  Their  revolt  was 


announced  by  the  political  chief 
on  the  28th  of  June.  Being 
joined  by  a  few  stragglers  from 
other  corps,  and  by  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  they 
mustered  between  700  and  800 
men,  well  armed  and  regularly 
disciplined.  To  oppose  them,  a 
considerable  force  was  collected  by 
the  constitutional  authorities ;  and 
on  the  7th  of  July,  the  mutineers 
were  attacked  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Montero  and  completely 
routed.  Those  of  them,  who 
escaped  from  this  disaster,  at  first 
took  the  road  to  La  Mancha  :  they 
then  returned  on  Ciudad  Real,  and 
having  united  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  city,  entered  it  with¬ 
out  resistance.  General  O'Donoju 
and  general  count  Valdecanas  oc¬ 
cupied  positions  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  latter  addressed  a 
despatch  to  Espinosa,  the  chief  of 
the  Carabineers,  representing  to  him 
the  enormity  of  his  conduct,  and 
pointing  out  the  calamities  which 
he  was  bringing  on  his  country. 
Espinosa  replied,  that  both  he  and 
his  officers,  having  followed  the 
soldiers  by  force,  and  to  avoid 
greater  evils,  were  ready  to  enter 
into  any  reasonable  convention. 
The  political  chief  of  La  Mancha, 
to  whom  this  proposal  was  com¬ 
municated,  replied  that  no  other 
terms  would  be  granted,  than  un¬ 
conditional  submission  to  the  ge¬ 
nerosity  of  the  nation.  On  re¬ 
ceiving  this  message,  the  rebels 
prepared  for  a  retreat,  and  left 
Ciudad  Real  on  the  11th,  after 
committing  various  excesses,  and 
sacking  the  house  of  the  political 
administration.  They  took  the 
road  of  Toledo,  in  order  to  reach 
Madrid  and  join  the  guards,  of' 
whose  insurrection  they  had  by 
this  time  heard,  but  of  whose  fate: 
they  were  as  yet  ignorant.  On 
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the  way,  they  were  encountered  by 
about  40  cavalry  of  the  queen’s 
regiment,  some  regular  troops,  and 
the  militia  of  the  district ;  they 
were  still  about  450  strong ;  but 
seeing  no  chance  of  success,  they, 
on  the  l6th  of  July,  submitted 
unconditionally  to  General  O’Do- 
noju. 

At  the  same  time,  there  was 
detected  and  defeated  at  Cadiz,  a 
plot,  not  less  dangerous  to  the 
government,  though  less  formid¬ 
able  in  its  means,  than  those  of 
Cordova  and  of  Madrid — a  plot 
set  on  foot,  not  by  the  adherents 
of  the  old  despotism,  but  by  the 
pretended  friends  of  ultra  freedom. 
Not  contented  with  the  measures 
taken  by  the  municipality  for  the 
protection  of  Cadiz,  in  case  the 
rebellion  of  the  guards  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  leading  to  national  con¬ 
fusion,  a  club  of  seditious  persons 
had  formed  a  design  to  revolu¬ 
tionize  Cadiz,  to  depose  the  autho¬ 
rities,  to  take  vengeance  on  their 
political  enemies,  and  to  divide 
among  themselves  the  public  em¬ 
ployments  of  the  city.  The  civil 
and  military  authorities,  being  in¬ 
formed  of  this  plot  on  the  8  th  of 
July,  took  all  the  necessary  pre¬ 
cautions  to  ensure  its  defeat,  placed 
the  garrison  and  national  militia 
under  arms,  and  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  arresting  the  enemies  of 
the  public  tranquillity.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  without  the  least  disturb¬ 
ance  or  commotion,  they  appre¬ 
hended  on  the  same  night  Don 
Alphonso  Moreno  Guerra,  Don 
Ramon  Ceruti,  Francisco  Celis, 
D.  Vicente  Lopez,  Brigadier  Zal- 
divar,  Don  Louis  Rute,  D.  N. 
Morquecho,  D.  N.  Civit,  D.  N. 
Cirute,  and  D.  N.  Comendia. 
Some  of  these  had  long  rendered 
themselves  notorious  in  the  poli¬ 
tical  misfortunes  of  their  country. 


Guerra  had  been  a  member  of  the 
preceding  Cortes,  in  which  he  had 
been  eminently  distinguished  by 
his  animosity  to  every  successive 
ministry. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  the  muni¬ 
cipality  of  Madrid  presented  an 
address  to  the  king,  relative  to  the 
late  transactions  in  that  capital, 
couched  in  language  apparently 
respectful,  but  in  reality  menacing. 

“  We  are  still  in  time.  Sire,” 
said  they,  “  but  perhaps  the  op¬ 
portunity  may  never  again  occur, 
to  remedy  the  evil.  The  means 
are  simple,  and  once  adopted,  the 
social  edifice  will  be  constructed 
on  solid  foundations,  which  nei¬ 
ther  the  present  generation,  nor 
that  which  is  to  come,  will  see 
shaken.  The  first  of  these  means 
is,  that  your  majesty,  being  at  last 
convinced  that  the  true  friends  of 
your  life  and  of  your  glory  are 
the  defenders  of  the  fundamental 
law  which  guarantees  both,  should 
put  yourself  in  good  faith  at  the 
head  of  the  patriotic  cause,  and 
give  public  and  private  proofs  of 
your  being  identified  with  it. 

“  To  give  the  first  proof  that 
your  majesty  has  sincerely  em¬ 
braced  that  cause,  nothing  is  so 
necessary  as  to  nominate  for  mi¬ 
nisters,  in  lieu  of  those  who  have 
resigned,  men  of  known  ability, 
notoriously  devoted  to  the  system, 
gifted  with  an  energy  and  activity 
sufficient  to  re-animate  our  social 
constitution,  which  is  languishing 
and  enfeebled  by  the  bad  faith  of 
some  and  the  indolence  and  un¬ 
skilfulness  of  others.  Your  court. 
Sire,  or  rather  domestic  establish¬ 
ment,  is  composed  (such  is  the 
public  conviction)  of  permanent 
conspirators  against  liberty. 

“  The  retention  of  any  one 
among  them  would  deprive  your 
majesty  of  the  confidence  of  vour 
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faithful  Spaniards ;  and  never  was 
it  more  necessary  than  at  present, 
for  the  safety  of  the  state  and  of 
your  majesty,  that  your  majesty 
should  recover  that  confidence.” 

Ferdinand  was  now  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  party,  which  had  al¬ 
ways  been  the  object  of  his  hatred 
and  suspicion,  and  which  was  now 
more  formidable  than  ever  by  its 
recent  triumph.  Amid  the  irrita¬ 
tion  occasioned  by  the  perils  from 
which  it  had  just  escaped,  there 
would  have  been  danger  in  tem¬ 
porising:  so  that  Ferdinand  had 
no  assurance  of  safety,  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  retaining  even  a  shadow 
of  power,  except  by  throwing  him¬ 
self  completely  into  the  arms  of 
the  ultra-liberal  faction.  The 
ministry  was  dismissed ;  and,  in  the 
beginning  of  August,  anew  one  was 
framed,  composed  of  individuals 
who  had  all  given  strong  proofs  of 
their  zeal  for  demoeratical  institu¬ 
tions.  M.  Evaristo  San-Miguel, 
formerly  chief  of  the  staff  in  the 
Isle  of  Leon,  was  nominated  mi¬ 
nister  for  foreign  affairs;  M. 
Gasco,  deputy  in  1820  and  1821, 
minister  of  the  interior;  M.  Va- 
dillo,  minister  for  colonial  affairs ; 
general  Lopez  Banos,  minister  of 
war;  M.  Felipe  Benicio- Navarro, 
minister  of  grace  and  justice;  M. 
Dionysio  Capaz,  minister  of  ma¬ 
rine  ;  and  M.  Eguia,  minister  ( ad 
interim )  of  finances. 

The  royal  household  was  also 
new-modelled,  under  the  superin¬ 
tendance  of  the  marquis  of  Santa 
Cruz.  Those  who  were  suspected 
of  not  being  vehement  constitu¬ 
tionalists  were  removed  from  about 
the  person  of  the  king  and  from 
all  official  situations ;  nor  did  it 
in  the  least  avail  any  of  them, 
that  they  had,  in  the  late  critical 
times,  shown  themselves  faithful 
to  the  existing  system.  Morillo, 


for  instance,  though  he  had  ex¬ 
erted  himself  conspicuously,  first 
in  endeavouring  to  bring  back  the 
guards  to  obedience,  and  after¬ 
wards  had  mainly  contributed  to 
the  defeat  of  their  bold  attack, 
was  deprived  of  his  command. 
He  had  been  once  a  royalist :  he 
had  received  marks  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  royal  master :  he 
therefore  was  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  nation  and  the 
Cortes.  Many  men  of  high  rank 
were  ordered  to  quit  the  capital, 
and  had  places  of  abode  assigned 
to  them.  The  arch-bishop  of  Sa¬ 
ragossa,  and  the  bishops  of  Malaga 
and  Ceuta,  were  sentenced  to 
banishment ;  the  duke  del  Infan- 
tado  was  exiled  to  the  Canaries, 
and  other  powerful  grandees  to 
Ibiza  and  Seville.  By  these  and 
similar  acts  the  new  ministry  at¬ 
tested  their  constitutional  zeal. 
But  blood  is  the  strong  cement  of 
factious  union — the  sure  pledge  of 
faith  to  confederates  —  the  best 
nutriment  of  demoeratical  freedom; 
and  in  blood,  therefore,  the  new 
ministry  hastened  to  dip  their 
hands.  During  the  popular  fer¬ 
ment,  which  had  taken  place  in 
May  1821,  and  of  which  one 
effect  was,  the  murder  of  Vinuesa, 
the  distinguished  Elio  had  been 
brought  to  trial  for  his  political 
conduct  in  1814,  convicted,  and 
condemned  to  die.  The  sentence, 
however,  had  not  been  executed  : 
nor  was  it  supposed,  that  there 
was  any  intention  of  carrying  it 
into  effect:  for  what  Elio  had 
done  in  1814,  he  did  in  obedience 
to  the  royal  authority  as  it  then 
existed  in  Spain ;  and  if  he  was  to 
fall  for  obeying  the  de  facto  autho¬ 
rities  of  the  time,  thousands  might 
with  equal  j  ustice  be  involved  in  a 
similar  fate.  From  the  time  of 
his  condemnation,  however,  he  had 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[247 


remained  a  prisoner  in  the  citadel 
of  Valencia.  On  the  27th  of 
August  in  the  present  year,  he 
was  brought  to  a  second  trial  be¬ 
fore  a  council  of  war ;  and  the 
offence,  with  which  he  was  now 
charged,  was  that  of  having  been 
concerned  in  the  revolt  of  the 
artillery  on  the  30th  of  May  pre¬ 
ceding  [[see  page  238].  The  trial 
lasted  from  9  o’clock  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  27th,  to  5  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  following  day, 
and  ended,  as  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  in  the  condemnation  of  the 
accused.  A  remarkable  circum¬ 
stance,  was,  that  all  the  general 
officers  in  Valencia,  from  those  of 
the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  to 
those  of  the  rank  of  colonel  in¬ 
clusive,  declined,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  sickness,  to  attend  the 
council,  or  to  assume  the  military 
command  of  the  district,  which,  in 
consequence  of  the  resignation  of 
the  officer  who  had  been  in¬ 
trusted  with  that  charge,  was  then 
vacant.*  The  sentence,  being  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  auditor  of  war,  was 
executed  on  the  4th  of  September. 
Elio  died  by  the  infamous  punish- 


*  According  to  the  Madrid  news¬ 
papers,  the  general  officers  and  colonels 
of  the  garrison  of  Valencia,  who 
avoided  taking  the  command  of  the 
district  after  the  sentence  of  the  court 
on  Elio,  were  sent  off  to  the  following 
places  of  exile :  viz.,  lieut.-general 
Perellos,  to  the  Canaries,  lieutenant- 
general  the  count  de  Calderon,  to 
Ibiza;  Brigadiers — Ibarra,  to  Ceuta; 
Lacerda,  to  the  same  place;  Marimon, 
to  Bajados  ;  Garcia,  to  Ibiza,  Matali- 
nares,  to  Manilla ;  Gaztelu,  to  Puerto 
Itico  ;  Valparda,  to  Vigo;  Barrera,  to 
Mahon;  Dieto,  to  the  same  place; 
colonel  Novella,  to  Tarifa ;  colonel 
Anillo,  to  Ibiza. 

The  government  also  ordered  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier 
Pereda,  who  was  in  quarters  in  Va¬ 
lencia. 


ment  of  the  garotte ,  but  with  the 
courage  of  a  soldier,  and  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  a  martyr,  amid  the 
tears  of  all  who  could  feel  like 
men,  and  the  exulting  shouts  of 
those  whose  breasts  had  been  so 
tempered  in  the  dames  of  a  pre¬ 
tended  liberty,  as  to  be  no  longer 
accessible  to  any  generous  emo¬ 
tions.  His  last  words  were,  for¬ 
giveness  to  his  enemies,  blessings 
on  his  king,  prayers  for  the  royal 
cause,  and  predictions  of  its  ulti¬ 
mate  triumph. 

The  second  trial  of  Elio  was  a 
confession,  that  it  would  have  been 
wrong  to  have  acted  on  the  former 
sentence.  What  the  evidence  was 


him,  we  cannot  say ;  it  was  not 
published,  though,  if  it  had  been 
conclusive,  the  party  in  power 
would  have  been  sufficiently  eager 
to  have  given  it  circulation.  He 
himself  asserted  his  innocence  to 
the  last,  and  the  general  opinion 
was,  that  he  was  altogether  inno¬ 
cent.  Indeed,  it  is  not  easy  to 
imagine,  how  a  prisoner  under 
sentence  of  death  could  engage  in 
a  plot  with  a  band  of  artillery-men. 
The  firmness,  with  which  every 
officer  of  rank  avoided  taking  any 
share  in  the  proceedings  against 
him,  notwithstanding  the  dangers 
and  suspicions  to  which  they  ex¬ 
posed  themselves  by  such  a  step, 
is  a  clear  proof  that  they  regarded 
the  trial  as  a  disgraceful  farce, 
which  was  to  be  followed  by  a 
horrid  tragedy.  The  whole  trans¬ 
action  seems  to  have  been  nothing 
else  than  a  judicial  murder;  to  the 
atrocity  of  which,  the  eyes  of  the 
ruling  party  were  for  the  present 
blinded  by  the  fury  of  their  poli¬ 
tical  zeal.  The  ministers  gained 
two  advantages  by  it — they  freed 
themselves  from  a  dangerous 
enemy ;  and  they  gave  the  domi- 
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nant  faction  a  sure  pledge  of  the 
sincerity  of  their  professions  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  impressed 
on  their  robes  of  office  a  dark  stain 
which  no  time  could  efface. 
Alas  !  that  the  pretended  votaries 
of  freedom  should  be  thus  ready 
to  walk  in  the  paths  of  tyrants ! 

Oderint  viodo  metuant  ,”  is  a 
maxim,  which  has  meaning  and 
good  sense  in  the  mouth  of  despots, 
but  cannot  be  acted  upon  without 
absurdity  by  men  who  profess  to 
be  struggling  for  freedom.  True 
liberty  shrinks  from  blood.  The 
liberty,  which  is  not  just — tempe¬ 
rate — humane — must  be  a  spurious 
pretender  to  the  name  which  she 
disgraces. 

While  these  events  were  going 
on,  the  provinces  towards  the 
French  frontier  had  been  in  a 
state  of  constant  war ;  and  the 
armies  of  the  Faith  (the  name  as¬ 
sumed  by  those  who  fought  against 
the  Cortes)  had  acquired  such 
strength,  that  they  were  frequently 
able  to  keep  the  field  against  the 
constitutionalists.  In  Navarre,  the 
principal  leaders  of  the  insurgents 
were  Eguia,  and,  under  him, 
Quesada.  In  April,  their  bands 
had  more  the  character  of  banditti 
than  of  armies.  In  the  month  of 
May  their  forces  were  increased, 
and  they  began  to  act  on  an  en¬ 
larged  scale ;  forming  regular 
corps,  and  making  considerable 
purchases  of  arms,  clothing,  and 
horses.  For  these  purposes,  they 
were,  it  was  supposed,  supplied 
with  treasures  from  France, 
through  the  Spanish  refugees  at 
Bayonne.  Their  operations,  how¬ 
ever,  had  no  determined  object — 
their  plan  was  merely  to  excite 
every  where  commotions ;  and 
they  were  unable  to  form  any 
system  of  administration  or  govern¬ 
ment,  because  they  never  held 


permanent  possession  of  any  ter¬ 
ritory  in  the  district.  They  or¬ 
ganized,  however,  a  superior  junta 
at  Irati,  a  place  situated  in  the 
midst  of  forests,  close  to  the  French 
frontier,  which  they  fortified  with 
artillery,  and  which  formed  a  kind 
of  base  for  their  operations.  This 
was  the  only  point  which  they  pos¬ 
sessed  in  Navarre  ;  but  it  was  one 
on  which  they  set  much  value,  as 
it  contributed  to  enable  them  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  public  correspondence. 

The  revolution  in  Catalonia  was 
commenced  in  the  month  of  April 
by  the  band  of  a  partisan  of  the 
name  of  Misas,  which  was  shortly 
afterwards  joined  by  that  of  Mosen 
Anton  Goll.  In  May  it  became 
general,  and  the  four  divisions  of 
that  district  were  in  a  few  days 
the  prey  of  civil  discord.  From 
that  moment,  the  forces  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  insurgents  became 
formidable.  The  troops  of  the 
7th  district  lost  no  time  in  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  principal  points  as¬ 
sailed  ;  and  the  general,  who  com¬ 
manded  there,  gave  orders  for  the 
occupation  of  all  the  fortified  posts, 
as  well  as  of  those  which,  though 
unfortified,  were  of  any  import¬ 
ance.  Many  skirmishes  ensued, 
in  which  the  constitutionalists 
were  generally  successful.  Yet, 
such  was  the  state  of  Catalonia 
at  the  latter  end  of  May,  that  the 
general  declared,  and  with  good 
reason,  that  he  should  find  it  im¬ 
possible  to  maintain  his  ground 
without  prompt  aid  of  every  kind. 
The  peasants  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  small  inland  towns  were 
every  where  favourable  to  the 
royalists.  It  was  only  in  the  large, 
and  especially  in  the  commercial 
towns,  that  the  Cortes  found  ad¬ 
herents. 

In  the  month  of  June,  the  in¬ 
surgents  acquired  fresh  strength. 
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A  lay  brother  of  the  order  of  La 
Trappe  distinguished  himself  as  a 
partisan  among  them ;  they  invad¬ 
ed  new  districts,,  sacked  many  towns, 
and  augmented  their  columns;  and 
though  they  sustained  some  re¬ 
pulses,  they  gained  an  important 
advantage  by  obtaining  possession 
of  the  forts  of  Seo  de  Urgel. 

In  July,  the  insurrection  con¬ 
tinued  its  progress,  though  the 
constitutionalists  made  great  efforts 
to  oppose  it  at  every  point.  Many 
skirmishes  occurred,  in  which  the 
local  militia  of  the  different  towns 
took  a  considerable  part.  But 
though  the  constitutionalists  ob¬ 
tained  some  successes,  the  influence 
of  the  taking  of  Seo  de  Urgel  was 
sensibly  felt ;  since  it  enabled  the 
insurgents  to  maintain  a  tranquil 
position  in  the  midst  of  the  plain  of 
Catalonia,  and  to  assume  a  form  of 
administration  and  government. 
They  had  also  another  strong  post 
the  monastery  of  San  Ramon, 
which  they  had  fortified  with  care. 

Arragon  was  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year '  the  most  tranquil  of 
the  provinces  bordering  on  France, 
but  the  operations  of  the  royalists 
in  the  adjacent  districts  quickly 
extended  their  influence  thither. 
Commotions  took  place  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June,  and  in 
July  there  appeared  symptoms  of 
a  general  insurrection — the  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  successes  of  the 
armies  of  the  faith  in  Navarre 
and  Catalonia ;  and  of  disasters 
sustained  by  the  constitutionalists 
at  Marella  and  Seguenza.  Before 
the  end  of  July,  the  royalists  ob¬ 
tained  an  important  advantage  by 
the  capture  of  the  fortress  of  Me- 
qumenza.  So  sensible  were  the 
constitutionalists  of  the  importance 
of  this  blow,  that  they  determined 
to  make  a  strenuous  effort  for  the 
recovery  of  Mequinenza  in  August  ; 
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but  they  were  so  much  occupied 
with  the  motions  of  the  Trappist, 
who  first  marched  from  Catalonia 
into  Navarre,  and  then  returned 
along  with  Quesada  to  Catalonia, 
that  they  had  not  time  or  strength 
to  make  the  attempt. 

To  give  an  aspect  of  greater  so¬ 
lidity  to  their  cause,  the  royalists 
resolved  to  establish  a  regency  at 
Seo  d’ Urgel,  composed  of  the 
marquis  of  Mata  Florida,  Creus 
(bishop  of  Tarragona),  and  the 
baron  d’Eroles.  The  arrival  of 
the  marquis  was  announced  by 
salvoes  of  artillery ;  and  he  re¬ 
ceived,  successively,  deputations  of 
the  provincial  junta  and  the  mu¬ 
nicipality.  On  the  14th  of  August 
the  regency  was  installed.*  The 
marquis,  the  bishop  of  Tarragona, 
and  baron  d’Eroles,  proceeded  to 
the  cathedral,  where,  after  having 
taken  the  oath  administered  by  the 
bishop  of  Urgel,  they  assisted  at  a 
solemn  mass.  On  the  15th,  Fer¬ 
dinand  was  proclaimed  with  the 
ancient  solemnities,  amid  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  the  people  ;  and  on 
the  same  day,  the  regency  issued 


*  The  following  is  an  extract  from 
a  proclamation  of  the  baron  d’Eroles 
of  the  same  date  with  that  of  the  re¬ 
gency  : 

u  We  likewise  wish  for  a  constitu¬ 
tion — a  fixed  law  to  govern  the  state  ; 
hut  we  do  not  wish  it  to  serve  as  a 
pretext  for  license,  or  to  take  crime 
for  its  ally.  After  the  example  of 
their  ancestors,  the  people,  legally  as¬ 
sembled,  shall  enact  laws  adapted  to 
their  manners  and  the  times  in  which 
we  live.  The  Spanish  name  shall  re¬ 
cover  its  ancient  glory,  and  we  shall 
five,  not  the  vile  slaves  of  factious 
anarchists,  but  subjects  of  the  laws 
which  we  ourselves  shall  have  estab¬ 
lished.  The  king,  the  father  of  his 
people,  will  swear,  as  formerly,  the 
maintenance  of  our  liberties  and  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  we  shall  then  have  him 
legally  bound  by  his  oath.” 
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a  proclamation,  in  which  they  at 
one  stroke  abolished  the  Cortes, 
and  declared  that  every  thing 
should  he  re-established  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  civil  and  military  laws 
which  existed  before  the  9th  of 
March,  1820— -that  is,  before  the 
king  swore  to  the  constitution.  In 
this  document  the  regency  stated, 
that,  unless  the  advice,  whicfothey 
gave,  was  followed,  Spain  would 
most  certainly  be  entered  by  fo¬ 
reign  troops. 

At  this  time,  the  cause  of  the 
defenders  of  the  faith  was  in  a 
more  flourishing  state,  than  it  had 
ever  been  before.  They  had  some 
footing  in  the  Biscayan  provinces ; 
they  traversed  at  pleasure  Navarre 
and  a  great  part  of  Arragon  ;  and 
they  were  in  possession  of  all  Cata¬ 
lonia,  except  Lerida,  Manresa, 
Cardona,  Barcelona,  Tarragona, 
Tortosa,  Gerona,  Figueiras,  and 
Rosas.  Even  these  places  were 
blockaded,  and  their  weak  gar¬ 
risons  were  obliged  to  make  fre¬ 
quent  sallies,  and  combat  enemies 
far  superior  in  number,  to  procure 
provisions.  Four  moveable  co¬ 
lumns,  commanded  by  Torrijos, 
Roten,  Milans,  and  Manso,  did 
their  utmost  to  relieve  from  time 
to  time  the  points  that  were  most 
in  danger :  but  they  were  so  weal: 
in  number  and  deficient  in  equip¬ 
ments,  that  they  were  scarcely  able 
to  act  effectively  even  on  the  de¬ 
fensive. 

The  ministry  thought  with  good 
reason,  that  instant  exertions  to 
recover  Catalonia  were  imperiously 
required.  Accordingly  they  no¬ 
minated  Mina  to  the  command  of 
that  province,  and  promised  him 
ample  reinforcements.  On  the 
7th  of  September,  Mina  arrived  at 
Lerida,  where  he  found  twelve 
hundred  fresh  troops.  On  the 
1 0th,  he  was  joined  there  by  Tor¬ 


rijos,  with  a  column  of  800,  which,, 
having  been  surrounded  at  Cervera, 
had  with  difficulty  escaped  from 
Romanillo,  and  the  other  chiefs  of 
the  army  of  the  faith.  With  this 
force  Mina  undertook  his  first 
movement  on  the  12th  towards 
Cervera,  which  the  defenders  of 
the  faith  evacuated  at  his  approach 
in  the  night  of  the  13th.  On  the 
l6th  he  removed  his  head-quarters 
to  Calaf,  which  became  the  central 
point  of  his  farther  operations. 
Baron  d’Eroles,  desiring  to  impede 
the  march  of  reinforcements  to 
Catalonia,  caused  the  banks  of  the 
Cinea  to  be  occupied  by  his  troops, 
and  seriously  threatened  Arragon. 
He  thus  succeeded  in  employing 
for  a  month  the  division  of  general 
Zarco  del  Valle,  consisting  of 
4,000  men,  the  greater  part  of 
which  hadbeen  destined  to  reinforce 
Mina.  Other  bands  of  the  faith, 
more  or  less  numerous,  were  sent 
to  the  right  bank  of  the  Ebro ; 
and  Quesada  was  detached  into 
Navarre,  in  the  hope  of  still  far¬ 
ther  diverting  the  attention  of 
Zarco  del  Valle.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  constitutionalists  re¬ 
mained  steady  to  their  plan,  which 
was,  to  expel  the  armies  of  the  faith 
from  Catalonia,  and  the  regency 
from  Urgel.  This  object,  how¬ 
ever,  was  as  yet  remote ;  for  it 
was  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  re¬ 
store  the  communication  between 
Saragossa,  Lerida,  Vich,  Manresa, 
&c.  ;  to  reinforce  the  garrisons  ;  to 
supply  them  with  ammunition  and 
provisions ;  to  form  a  line  of  de¬ 
fence;  and  to  revive  public  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  country  occupied  by 
the  constitutional  troops,  especially 
at  Barcelona,  from  which  they 
must  derive  their  chief  resources. 
Meantime,  reinforcements  arrived 
from  all  quarters,  though  not  in 
such  numbers  as  had  been  hoped ; 
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for  the  inroads  of  the  defenders  of 
the  faith  into  Arragon,  and  even 
into  the  province  of  Valencia,  had 
drawn  off  5  or  6,000  men. 

During  this  period  of  inactivity, 
d’Eroles  had  in  a  great  degree  the 
command  of  the  country,  and  fre¬ 
quently  offered  battle  to  Mina, 
which  was  constantly  declined.  At 
last  Mina  conceived  himself  suffi¬ 
ciently  strong  to  begin  offensive 
operations ;  and  on  the  24th  of 
October,  after  a  siege  of  seven 
days,  he  took  Castelfollit,  a  for¬ 
tress  situated  on  the  river  Bregas. 
The  place  itself  was  reduced  to 
ashes ;  twelve  hundred  of  the  gar¬ 
rison  wTere  put  to  the  sword,  and 
fifteen  hundred  were  made  pri¬ 
soners.  Mina  likewise  gained 
some  advantage  over  d’Eroles  in 
an  engagement  at  Tora.* 

These  successes  were  accom¬ 


*  As  an  illustration  of  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Catalonian  war  was  prose¬ 
cuted,  wo  subjoin  the  following  pro¬ 
clamation,  issued  by  Mina  immediately 
after  the  taking  of  Castelfollit,  and 
strictly  conformable  to  the  instructions 
of  the  Cortes : 

“  Art.  1.  Every  town  or  village 
which  shall  yield  to  a  band  of  rebels, 
amounting  in  number  to  less  than  one 
third  of  its  population,  shall  be  sacked 
and  burnt. 

“  2.  Every  town  or  village  which 
shall  surrender  to  a  band  of  rebels, 
greater  in  number  than  one  third  of 
the  population,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  inhabitants  of  which  shall  join 
the  insurgents,  shall  also  be  delivered 
up  to  pillage  and  fire :  but  if  only  a 
few  of  the  inhabitants  make  common 
cause  with  the  rebels,  their  houses 
alone  who  may  thus  act  shall  be  burnt 
and  pillaged.  Nevertheless,  they  are 
not  on  that  account  to  be  exempt  from 
the  penalties  inflicted  by  the  law. 

u  3.  Every  town  or  village  which 
shall  afford  the  means  of  subsistence, 
or  any  other  kind  of  succour,  to  rebels 
who  do  not  present  themselves  in  a 
force  equal  to  a  third  of  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants,  shajl  be  condemned  to 
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panied  by  others  in  Navarre ; 
Quesada  was  defeated  at  Los 
Arcos  on  the  27tb  of  October,  and 
lost,  besides  three  hundred  men 
killed,  among  whom  were  a  ge¬ 
neral  and  eleven  officers,  a  large 
quantity  of  baggage,  arms,  and 
ammunition.  Quesada  himself 
fled  into  France.  Pie  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  the  command  of  the  de¬ 
feated  army  by  Charles  O’Donnell 
(a  brother  of  the  conde  d’Abisbal), 
who  had  recently  espoused  the 

cause  of  the  royalists.  The  ad- 
* 

dress  to  the  soldiers,  which 
O’Donnell  published  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  is  a  curious  document,  as  il¬ 
lustrative  of  the  professed  objects 
of  his  party,  and  of  the  bold  mis¬ 
representations  of  their  actual  si¬ 
tuation,  with  -which  they  sought 
to  deceive  others,  and  perhaps  de¬ 
ceived  themselves.  “  The  regency 


pay  a  contribution  of  at  least  1,000 
Catalonian  livres,  or  more  if  neces¬ 
sary  ;  and  the  members  of  the  muni¬ 
cipality  shall  be  shot. 

“  4.  Every  detached  house  in  the 
country,  or  in  a  town  or  village,  which 
may  be  abandoned  on  the  approach  of 
the  constitutional  troops,  whose  strict 
observance  of  discipline  is  well  known, 
shall  he  sacked,  pulled  down,  or  burnt. 
It  may  be  relied  upon  that  I  shall  al¬ 
ways  be  ready  to  punish  the  slightest 
act  of  impropriety  on  the  part  of  my 
soldiers. 

“  5.  The  municipal  councillors,  ma¬ 
gistrates,  and  curates,  resident  within 
the  distance  of  a  three  hours’  march  to 
my  head-quarters  who  shall  neglect  to 
give  me  daily  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  rebels,  shall  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  pecuniary  contribution. 
They  shall  suffer  death  if  their  neglect 
of  duty  should  be  the  cause  of  any 
serious  disadvantage. 

a  6.  Every  soldier  from  the  ranks 
of  the  rebels,  who  shall  present  him¬ 
self  with  his  arms  before  me,  or  any 
of  my  generals  of  division,  will  obtain 
pardon  for  his  crime  of  rebellion  :  this 
amnesty  will  not  extend  a  day  beyond 
the  20th  of  November. 
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of  the  kingdom/*  says  he,  “  whom 
you  have  sworn  to  obey,  and  whom 
you  recognise  as  the  supreme  go¬ 
vernment  during  the  captivity  of 
our  well-beloved  sovereign,  have 
ordered  me  to  put  myself  at  your 
head,  to  direct  your  tried  valour, 
and  your  efforts  towards  the  sole 
object  of  all  good  and  loyal 
Spaniards,  which  is,  to  re-establish 
the  religion  of  our  fathers,  de¬ 
graded  and  outraged,  in  all  the 
splendor  which  it  possessed, 
amidst  a  nation  so  justly  celebrated 
for  its  Catholicism — to  re-establish 
our  captive  king,  in  the  free  en¬ 
joyment  and  exercise  of  his  rights, 
with  which  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  monarchy  invest  him — and 
to  re-establish  the  Spaniards  who 
are  friends  of  peace,  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  that  true  liberty,  of  which 
they  have  been  deprived  by  those 
who  proclaim  themselves  its  most 
zealous  defenders.  Navarrians — 
in  your  hands  is  the  liberty  of 
your  captive  king.  Spain  has  her 
eyes  on  you,  and  on  your  valour, 
which  she  is  preparing  to  imitate. 
All  Europe  admires  you  !  The  ge¬ 
neral,  who  has  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand  such  valiant  warriors,  will 
conduct  them  to  victory,  or  die 
gloriously  in  their  ranks.” 

In  the  mean  time,  Mina  had 
prosecuted  his  operations  with 
such  effect,  as  to  render  the  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  the  hopes  and  predictions 
of  the  leaders  of  the  defenders  of 
the  faith  every  day  more  im¬ 
probable.  Their  principal  posi¬ 
tions  lay  along  the  line  of  the 
Segre,  and  of  these,  the  next  in 
importance  to  the  Seo  d’Urgel, 
was  Balaguer.  On  the  3rd  of 
November,  Mina  took  possession 
of  Balaguer  without  resistance. 
The  fate  of  Castelfollit  had  so 
terrified  the  inhabitants,  that  they 
opposed  any  attempt  at  defence  ; 


and  thus  the  royalists  were  obliged 
to  seek  safety  in  flight,  abandoning 
their  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
magazines. 

D’Eroles  now  retreated  into  the 
mountains  of  the  Conque  de 
Trempe,  his  native  country,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  his  own 
estates ;  he  was  followed  thither 
by  Mina,  whose  army  had  been 
reinforced  with  3,000  men,  sent 
from  the  division  of  Zarco  del 
Valle.  The  regency,  not  deeming 
the  Seo  d’Urgel  any  longer  safe, 
or  thinking  that  a  fortress,  which 
in  a  few  days  might  be  blockaded, 
was  not  a  convenient  residence  for 
a  supreme  government,  quitted  it 
on  the  10th  of  November,  passed 
the  night  at  Belver,  and  on  the 
11th  arrived  at  Puy cerda.  They 
remained  there  till  the  18th  ;  and 
then  retired  to  Llivia,  a  town  no¬ 
minally  Spanish,  but  within  the 
straight  line  of  the  French  frontier. 

Their  prudence  in  thus  changing 
their  abode  was  justified  by  the 
events.  Skirmishes  took  place  on 
the  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  of 
November,  in  which  the  royalist 
troops  were  dislodged  from  their 
positions,  beaten,  and  dispersed. 
Eroles  himself  was  forced  to  re¬ 
treat  to  Urgel,  which  he  reached 

a  few  davs  afterwards.  The 
* 

whole  district  of  Trempe,  up  to 
the  frontiers  of  France,  was  co¬ 
vered  with  fugitives  wandering  in 
all  directions.  Trempe,  Talaru, 
and  several  other  communes,  were 
plundered  and  burnt  by  the  con¬ 
stitutional  troops,  who  spread  ge¬ 
neral  consternation.  D’Eroles  re¬ 
assembled  his  troops  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Montailla  and  Mar¬ 
tinet  ;  but  he  was  not  allowed 
much  time  to  recruit  his  strength ; 
for  Mina,  on  the  27th,  directed  a 
division  upon  Montailla  by  Que- 
fourada  and  Bouscail,  and  another 
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on  Belver  by  Aristot  above  Tal- 
tendre.  These  divisions  together 
consisted  of  about  3,000  infantry 
and  1,300  cavalry.  The  constitu¬ 
tional  troops  came  in  sight  of  the 
insurgents  about  twelve  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th.  The 
firing  commenced,  soon  after,  and 
the  engagement  became  general 
along  the  whole  line.  The  royalists 
were  unable  to  resist  the  number 
of  the  constitutional  troops,  and 
fearing  that  their  retreat  would 
be  cut  off,  fled  and  dispersed  them¬ 
selves,  though  not  without  the 
loss  of  many  killed  or  taken  pri¬ 
soners.  Baron  d’Eroles  himself 
was  very  near  falling  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemy  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Martinet,  but  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  eluding  the  pursuit  of 
the  victors,  and  proceeded  with 
about  80  men  towards  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Andorre.  On  the  28  th 
Mina  passed  the  night  at  Belver, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
before  daylight,  he  marched  on 
Puycerda,  where  he  arrived  about 
nine  o’clock.  The  insurgents  who 
were  in  the  town,  abandoned  it 
on  his  approach,  and  ranged  them¬ 
selves  in  order  of  battle  near  the 
tower  of  Denzalabert,  which  is 
about  the  distance  of  a  musket  shot 
from  the  Embech,  a  village  within 
the  French  territory.  Mina  at¬ 
tacked  them  in  this  position,  and 
after  an  engagement  of  half  an 
hour,  the  troops  of  the  faith  fled, 
part  towards  Our,  another  French 
village  near  Embech,  and  part  to¬ 
wards  Llivia,  and  from  thence  to 
Estavar.  Mina  immediately  oc¬ 
cupied  Llivia,  which  the  regency 
had  by  this  time  had  the  wisdom 
to  quit.  D'Eroles  and  the  Trap- 
pist,  had  repaired  to  Toulouse. 

The  only  position,  which  the 
royalists  now  occupied  in  Cata¬ 
lonia,  was  the  Seo  d’XJrgel,  the 
defence  of  which  had  been  en¬ 


trusted  to  a  chief  of  the  name  of 
Romagosa.  It  was  invested  with¬ 
out  delay  by  Mina,  though,  in 
consequence  of  its  almost  inacces¬ 
sible  position,  with  no  great  chance 
of  immediate  success.  On  the 
10th  of  December,  an  assault  was 
made  upon  the  fort,  which  was 
repelled  with  considerable  loss  to 
the  besiegers. 

In  Navarre,  O’Donnell  had 
been  strong  enough  to  make  a 
show  of  resistance  to  the  constitu¬ 
tionalists.  His  principal  positions 
were  along  the  banks  of  the  Lorn- 
bies.  Torrijos,  the  constitutional 
general,  concluded  an  armistice 
with  him,  which  was  to  last  till 
the  20th  of  December. 

The  consequence  of  these  suc¬ 
cesses  of  the  troops  of  the  Cortes 
was,  that  an  immense  emigration 
into  France  took  place.  Bayonne, 
Toulouse,  and  the  other  frontier 
towns  were  crowded  with  the 
chiefs,  the  officers,  and  the  sub¬ 
officers  of  the  army  ;  all  of  whom 
were  well  received,  both  by  the 
inhabitants  and  by  the  authorities. 
This  was  to  the  Spanish  govern¬ 
ment  a  subject  of  great  complaint. 

The  provinces  on  the  French 
frontier  were  not  the  only  seats 
of  disorder :  there  was  scarcely  a 
district  in  Spain,  which  was  not 
harassed  or  alarmed  by  armed 
bands.  Merino,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Burgos — Zabala,  in 
the  part  of  Old  Castile  adjacent  to 
Arragon — Cuebilla,  in  Biscay  and 
the  Asturias — Pereira,  in  Gallicia 
— Valderos,  in  Avila  and  Leon — - 
Zaldivar,  in  Andalusia — these  and 
many  others  had  raised  the  standard 
of  revolt.  Every  where,  however, 
great  exertions  were  made  to  sup¬ 
press  them,  and  with  so  much  vigi¬ 
lance  and  success,  that,  towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  Spain,  so  far  as  her 
internal  government  was  concerned, 
had  the  prospect  of  soon  enjoying 
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the  complete  restoration  of  the 
public  tranquillity.  For  this,  the 
new  ministers  deserve  unqualified 
praise.  They  saw  that  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  insurrection  was  the  first 
of  their  duties,  and  in  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  that  important  ob¬ 
ject,  they  acted  with  decision  and 
with  steadiness,  employing  strenu¬ 
ously  all  the  means  which  were  at 
their  command. 

Under  the  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances,  in  which  the  ministers 
were  entrusted  with  the  reins  of 
government,  they  had  deemed  it 
necessary  to  advise  the  Crown  to 
convoke  an  extraordinary  Cortes. 
Accordingly  a  royal  decree  to  that 
effect  was  issued,  fixing  the  time 
of  meeting,  and  stating  the  objects 
for  which  the  legislature  was  thus 
summoned.  These  were,- — 1st, 
To  furnish  the  government  with 
resources  in  men  and  money  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
state,  and  to  deliver  the  nation 
without  delay  from  the  bands 
which  infested  the  frontier  pro¬ 
vinces. — -2nd.  To  deliberate  on  the 
arrangement  of  affairs  of  high  im¬ 
portance  with  some  foreign  power's. 
— 3rd.  To  give  the  Spanish  army  a 
new  organization. — 4th.  To  com¬ 
plete  the  code  of  legal  process. 

The  preparatory  sittings  of  the 
Cortes  were  held  on  the  1st  and 
the  3rd  of  October.  The  session 
was  opened  with  great  solemnity 
on  the  7th  by  Ferdinand  in  per¬ 
son,  accompanied  by  the  queen 
and  the  two  princesses.  His  speech 
on  this  occasion  was  in  a  most  con¬ 
stitutional  strain.  £See  Public  Do¬ 
cuments,  p.  538.]  He  branded  as 

rebels,”  all  who  were  in  arms 
against  the  constitutional  system. 

The  country,”  said  he  demands 
the  assistance  of  numerous  and  vi¬ 
gorous  arms  to  restrain  the  auda¬ 
city  of  her  factious  sons  ;  and  the 
brave  and  loyal  soldiers,  who  are 


serving  her  in  the  field  of  honour, 
call  for  vigorous  and  effectual  mea¬ 
sures  to  ensure  the  happy  success 
of  the  enterprises  in  which  they 
are  employed.”  The  speech  then 
touched  upon  the  eminent  local 
advantages  of  Spain,  recommended 
the  establishment  of  new  military 
ordinances  and  regulations,  the 
further  improvement  of  the  system 
of  jurisprudence,  and  the  formation 
of  new  relations  with  such  states 
as  know  how  to  estimate  the 
riches  and  resources  of  Spain.” 
The  speech  concluded  with  the 
following  words :  “  The  extension 
of  the  bonds  of  union  among  all 
the  friends  of  liberty,  will  shed  an 
additional  lustre  on  those  eminent 
qualities,  which,  to  Spain  and  my¬ 
self,  are  the  surest  pledges  of  your 
prudence.  All  good  men  will  re¬ 
joice  to  behold  you  once  more  oc¬ 
cupied  in  providing  for  their  hap¬ 
piness,  and  the  evil-disposed  will 
find  in  the  national  congress  a 
barrier  impenetrable  to  their  cri¬ 
minal  projects.”  Salvato,  the 
newly-chosen  president  replied, 
that  the  Cortes  rejoiced  to  receive 
the  testimony  of  his  majesty's  con¬ 
fidence,  and  that  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  him  were  indica¬ 
tive  of  virtue  and  firmness ;  he 
added,  that  the  national  represen¬ 
tatives  were  determined  to  make 
the  public  voice  of  Spain  respected 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Ferdi¬ 
nand,  after  this,  departed  in  great 
state  to  his  palace,  without  having 
any  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
his  public  reception. 

The  popular  clubs  had  revived 
under  the  present  ministry.  Their 
meetings  were  frequent ;  they  were 
numerously  attended,  and  often  by 
persons  of  high  considerations. 
Members  of  the  Cortes,  and  even 
ministers  of  state  might  be  seen 
both  among  the  haranguers  and 
among  the  audience.  The  most 
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noted  of  these  clubs  had  taken  the 
appellation  of  Landaburian,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  officer  of  the  guards, 
who  had  been  assassinated  at  the 
beginning  of  the  commotions  in 
July.  Riego  was  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  members  ;  and  at  its 
meetings  the  most  odious  cant  and 
the  most  ridiculous  mummeries  of 
patriotism  were  employed  to  per¬ 
vert  the  public  mind.*  The  go¬ 
vernment,  if  it  had  the  wish,  had 
not  the  power  to  suppress  such  as¬ 
sociations  ;  but  a  law  was  passed 
subjecting  them  to  certain  regula¬ 
tions.  By  that  law,  all  persons 
who  proposed  to  meet  publicly  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  political 
subjects,  were  to  give  twelve  hours’ 
previous  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  meeting  to  the  First  Con¬ 
stitutional  Alcalde,  or  the  Political 
Chief  of  the  district.  If  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  to  be  periodical,  those, 
who  proposed  to  form  the  society, 
were  to  draw  up  a  set  of  rules,  and 
present  them  to  the  magistrates 
within  the  fixed  period  of  12  hours ; 
not,  however,  for  the  approbation 
of  the  authorities,  but  merely  to 
give  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
whether  any  thing  proposed  to  be 
done  called  for  consideration  or  in¬ 
terposition.  Upon  any  appearances 
of  sedition,  such  as  acts  of  violence, 
or  factious  acclamations,  the  Po¬ 
litical  chief,  the  alcalde,  or  the 
corregidor,  was  empowered  to  dis¬ 
solve  the  meeting ;  which  was  to 
be  done  by  reading,  three  times, 
with  a  loud  voice,  the  present  law, 
and  desiring  all  the  persons  then 
assembled  to  disperse.  In  case 
they  refused  to  obey,  force  might 
be  used  to  make  them  withdraw. 

These  meetings  might  remain 
open  until  midnight,  or  one  in  the 

*  At  one  of  its  sittings,  a  regiment 
of  boys,  ten  years  old,  commanded  by 
an  officer  in  his  twelfth  year,  mounted 
guard  at  the  door. 


morning ;  but,  after  the  last-men¬ 
tioned  hour,  the  magistrates  might 
dismiss  them.  If  the  persons  pre¬ 
sent  refused  to  withdraw,  they 
were  held  to  be  in  a  state  of  dis¬ 
obedience,  and  the  society  incurred 
the  penalty  of  suspension.  It  was 
also  declared,  that  these  meetings 
had  no  legal  character :  and  that 
petitions  from  them  could  not  be 
received  as  from  corporate  bodies, 
but  must  be  held  as  expressing 
merely  the  opinion  of  the  indivi¬ 
duals  present. 

A  new  law,  not  very  consistent 
with  the  spirit  of  liberty ,  was  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  Cortes,  for  the 
more  effectual  punishment  of  con¬ 
spirators  against  the  constitution. 
The  king,  however,  refused  his  as¬ 
sent  to  it,  on  the  ground,  that  the 
executive  ought  not  to  be  trusted 
with  powers  so  extensive  as  those 
now  proposed  to  be  granted. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session, 
Lopez  Banos,  the  secretary  for  the 
war  department,  read  a  report  on 
the  state  of  Spain  with  respect  to 
her  external  and  internal  enemies. 
He  first  considered  the  situation  of 
the  army  ;  describing  the  clothing, 
equipment,  military  stores  and  for¬ 
tresses,  as  exceedingly  defective; 
but  paying  high  compliments  to 
the  patriotism  of  the  troops,  which 
had  sustained  them  under  every 
disadvantage.  The  important  topic 
of  the  feelings  entertained  by  the 
nations  bordering  upon  Spain,  was 
next  boldly  and  explicitly  touched 
upon.  Portugal  was  relied  upon 
by  the  Spanish  government,  as 
likely  to  lend  her  aid  “  in  case  of 
extremity.”  As  to  France,  the  re¬ 
port  asserted,  directly,  that,  while 
the  government  of  that  country 
was  holding  out  professions  of 
goodwill  and  friendship,  the  chiefs 
of  all  the  Spanish  conspiracies  ar¬ 
ranged  in  France  their  plans  of  ag¬ 
gression  and  hostility ;  that  in 
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France,  the  defeated  factious  found 
refuge  from  the  pursuit  of  the  na¬ 
tional  troops,  and  had  also  made 
preparations  which  could  not  have 
been  effected  without  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  administration,  and 
which  required  sums  of  money  too 
vast  to  have  been  derived  solely 
from  their  resources  in  Spain.  The 
Cordon  Sanitaire  was  also  noticed ; 
and  the  secretary  added,  that  the 
French  government  had  given  or¬ 
ders  for  assembling  in  Bayonne, 
Toulouse,  Perpignan,  and  other 
parts  of  the  frontier,  a  considerable 
force  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
a  vast  store  of  provisions,  greatly 
exceeding  what  could,  for  a  length 
of  time,  he  required  for  the  supply 
of  the  present  number  of  troops 
and  fortresses.  “  Considering, 
therefore,  (said  the  report),  the 
alarming  progress  the  insurrection 
at  first  made,  and  the  suspicions 
which  must  be  entertained,  not 
only  of  our  neighbour  France,  but 
of  all  that  confederation  of  poten¬ 
tates  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Holy  Alliance,  it  becomes  neces¬ 
sary  to  demand  of  the  Cortes  an 
augmentation  of  the  military 
strength.”  The  proposal  which 
the  minister  made,  was,  to  raise  by 
a  new  levy,  30,000  infantry,  and 
8,000  cavalry,  and  to  make  up  the 
existing  force  to  the  number  de¬ 
creed  by  the  ordinary  Cortes  — 
namely,  62,000  men,  it  being  ac¬ 
tually  deficient  by  10,000.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this,  he  proposed  also  the 
recruiting  and  organization  of  the 
active  militia. 

Decrees  were  passed  to  carry 
into  effect  the  schemes  recommend¬ 
ed  for  the  increase  of  the  military 
force  of  the  country.  The  finances 
too  were  the  subject  of  much  con¬ 
sideration;  and  to  meet  the  exi¬ 
gences  that  might  occur,  the  mi¬ 
nisters,  by  a  decree  dated  the  4th 
of  December,  were  empowered  to 


raise  a  loan  by  the  sale  of  perpe¬ 
tual  annuities  to  the  amount  of 
40  millions  of  reals  vellon.  All 
these  arrangements  proceeded  from 
a  jealousy  of  the  designs  of  France 
and  the  Holy  Alliance ;  with  re¬ 
spect  to  which  the  strongest  sus¬ 
picions  were  daily  expressed  both 
in  the  Cortes  and  in  the  popular 
clubs.  Constant  rumours  of  im¬ 
pending  war  agitated  Madrid ;  and 
the  general  opinion  was,  that  hos¬ 
tilities  were  inevitable.  But 
though  there  was  much  anxiety, 
there  were  no  symptoms  of  fear. 
The  people  and  the  legislature 
were  unanimous  and  ardent  in  their 
determination  to  resist  foreign  inter¬ 
ference  and  repel  foreign  invasion. 

During  the  latter  months  of  the 
present  year,  many  persons  were 
executed  for  offences  against  the 
constitution,  and  a  much  greater 
number  exiled  or  imprisoned. 
They  were  seldom  or  never  tried  ; 
and  even  when  the  favour  of  a  trial 
was  granted,  it  was  generally  a 
trial  before  a  court  martial.  It 
was  even  attempted  to  prosecute 
the  late  ministers  for  their  mal-ad- 
ministration  before  a  council  of  war : 
but  the  Cortes  determined,  that 
they  ought  to  be  proceeded  against 
before  the  established  tribunals. 

A  Madrid  journal,  bearing  the 
title  of  Zurriago,  acquired  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  a  great  cele¬ 
brity  in  the  capital  by  the  extra¬ 
vagant  results  to  which  it  pushed 
the  principles  of  the  new  system, 
and  the  anarchical  excesses  which 
it  lauded  as  the  only  pure  patriot¬ 
ism.  It  assailed  the  ministers 
violently,  as  not  being  sufficiently 
constitutional.  The  ministers  an¬ 
swered  by  exercising  their  dicta¬ 
torial  power,  and  sending,  without 
trial,  its  two  principal  authors, 
Pizarro  and  Jonama,  into  exile, 
the  former  to  Ivica,  and  the  latter 
to  the  Canaries. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


Portugal. — State  of  the  Relations  bet?vecn  Portugal  and  the  Brazils — 
Decrees  of  the  Cortes  ordering  separate  Provincial  Governments  to 
he  established,  and  the  Prince  to  return  to  Europe — Addresses  to  the 
Prince  from  Santo  Paulo ,  and  the  Camara  of  Rio  Janeiro — The 
Prince  determines  to  remain  in  the  Brazils — Opposition  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  Troops — They  are  embarked  for  Europe — The  Portuguese 
Troops  are  sent  away  from  Pernambuco — Decree  of  the  1 6th  of 
February,  creating  a  Council  of  Representatives — New  title  assumed 
by  the  Prince  Regent — Council  of  Representatives  assembled— De¬ 
claration  of  Brazilian  sovereignty ,  and  convocation  of  a  Constituent 
and  Legislative  Assembly — Formal  Declaration  of  Independence — . 
The  Prince  is  declared  Emperor  of  Brazil — The  Portuguese  Troops 
at  Bahia  retain  military  Possession  of  that  Place — Transactions  at 
Bahia — The  Garrison  of  Monte  Video  adhere  to  Portugal — Three 
successive  Sets  of  Resolutions  adopted  by  the  Cories  of  Lisbon  in  re¬ 
ference  to  three  different  Stages  in  the  Course  of  Affairs  in  the 
Brazils— The  Constitution  completed,  and  sworn  to  by  the  King  at 
Lisbon — The  Queen  refuses  to  take  the  Oath  to  the  Constitution — 
Harsh  Proceedings  towards  her — Termination  of  the  Constituent 
Cortes— Arbitrary  Imprisonments— Alleged  Conspiracy - — Symptoms 
of  Discontent  among  the  Garrison  of  Lisbon. 


rpHE  most  important  result  of 
JL  the  Revolution  of  Portugal, 
was  the  change  which  it  produced 
in  the  relations  between  the  mo¬ 
ther-country  and  the  Brazils.  This 
was  a  result,  which,  if  it  had  been 
foreseen,  would  probably  have 
cooled  the  popular  rage  for  the 
annihilation  of  the  ancient  estab¬ 
lishments.  That  it  was  not  fore- 
seen;  is  a  proof  that  the  Portu¬ 
guese  patriots  did  not  extend  their 
views  far  beyond  the  present  mo¬ 
ment  ;  for  it  required  not  much  sa¬ 
gacity  to  perceive,  that  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Brazils  would  be 
the  probable  consequence  of  a  re¬ 
volution  in  Portugal.  If  the  new 
constitution  of  Portugal  were  not 
adopted  in  the  Brazils,  a  complete 
Vol.  LXIV. 


separation  must  of  course  take 
place.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
constitution  were  embraced  by  the 
Brazilians,  was  it  likely,  that,  after 
spurning  at  the  yoke  of  ancient 
authority,  they  would  voluntarily 
continue  in  a  state  of  colonial  sub¬ 
mission  ?  Of  the  two  possible 
courses  of  events,  the  latter  was 
that  which  actually  took:  place. 
The  Portuguese  troops  had  in 
1821  established  the  Portuguese 
constitution  in  the  Brazils ;  and 
within  a  few  months,  clear  symp¬ 
toms  appeared,  especially  at  Bahia 
and  Pernambuco,  of  a  wish  to  throw 
off  all  dependence  on  the  mother- 
country.  The  same  spirit  prevail¬ 
ed  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  though  there 
it  was  restrained  by  the  presence 
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of  a  great  number  of  European 
troops ;  and  it  was  encouraged  by 
tbe  Prince  Regent  himself, who  with 
good  reason  thought,  that  he  had  no 
interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
authority  of  the  Cortes  of  Lisbon. 

As  a  means  of  retaining  their 
valuable  colony,  the  Cortes  had 
passed  decrees  for  the  election  of 
separate  governments  for  every 
province  of  the  Brazils,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  military  com¬ 
mander  in  each,  who  should  be  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  provincial  govern¬ 
ment,  and  accountable  only  to  the 
Cortes  for  his  conduct :  and  they 
had  likewise  ordered,  that  the 
prince  should  return  to  Lisbon  as 
soon  as  these  governments  were 
established. 

These  decrees  were  known  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  before  the  end  of 
December,  1821,  and  excited  uni¬ 
versal  discontent.  The  Provisional 
Government  of  the  province  of 
Santo  Paulo,  drew  up  on  the  24th 
of  December  an  address  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  in  which,  after  re¬ 
probating  in  strong  language  the 
conduct  of  the  Cortes,  they  pro¬ 
tested  against  the  order  for  the  re¬ 
call  of  his  royal  highness>  and  in- 
treated  him  to  remain  among  them 
in  despite  of  the  commands  of  the 
Lisbon  rulers.  The  prince  replied, 
on  the  4th  of  January,  1822,  that, 
“  having  received  the  address,  as 
the  post  was  setting  out  for  Lisbon, 
he  had  sent  it  to  his  majesty  to  be 
presented  to  the  national  Cortes, 
from  whose  wisdom  he  hoped  for 
the  prompt  measures  which  the 
necessities  of  Brazil  required,  and 
which  were  indispensable  to  the 
progress  of  its  prosperity,  and  to 
the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms.” 

In  the  meantime,  great  anxiety 
prevailed  in  the  capital;  and  a 
meeting  of  the  Camara  or  munici¬ 
pal  body,  was  held,  to  deliberate 


on  the  measures  most  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  the  existing  emergency. 
Little  time  was  allowed,  and  little 
time,  therefore,  was  spent  in  the 
decision.  They  agreed  on  pre¬ 
paring  a  memorial  or  remonstrance 
to  be  presented  to  the  prince  royal, 
stating  the  dangerous  results  likely 
to  follow  his  departure,  and  con¬ 
juring  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
people,  to  remain  in  Brazil.  To 
give  greater  solemnity  to  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  this  remonstrance, 
they,  on  the  9th  of  January,  walk¬ 
ed  with  it  to  the  palace  in  a  regu¬ 
lar  procession,  in  which  all  the  in¬ 
dividuals  most  eminent  for  wealth 
and  influence,  but  no  military, 
either  Brazilian  or  European,  made 
their  appearance.  They  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  prince  with  the  de¬ 
ference  due  to  their  functions,  and 
their  request,  after  a  short  hesita¬ 
tion,  was  acceded  to.  “  Con¬ 
vinced,”  said  he,  “  that  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  my  person  in  Brazil  is 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  whole 
Portuguese  nation,  and  that  the 
wish  of  some  provinces  even  re¬ 
quires  it,  I  shall  delay  my  depar¬ 
ture  till  the  Cortes  and  my  august 
father  and  master  deliberate  on  the 
subject  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  what  has  occurred.”  The  se¬ 
nate  of  the  Camara  immediately 
made  his  answer  known.  His  as¬ 
sent  was  celebrated  with  great  de¬ 
monstrations  of  joy  by  the  whole 
city,  which  was  illuminated  for 
three  nights  in  succession. 

In  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings, 
however,  a  movement  of  the 
Portuguese  regiments,  amounting 
to  nearly  2,000  troops,  excited 
very  general  apprehension.  They 
marched  out  of  their  quarters  with 
arms,  and  took  possession  of  a 
strong  fort,  situated  on  a  hill, 
which  commanded  the  royal  pa¬ 
lace. 
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Their  first  step  was,  a  protest  to 
the  prince  against  his  decision,  but 
he  refused  to  listen  to  them ;  upon 
which  their  commander-in-chief, 
Avales,  tendered  his  resignation. 
General  Corrade,  a  Brazilian,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  him,  to  the 
great  increase  of  the  discontent  of 
the  troops,  who  refused  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  any  but  an  European 
officer,  and  who  had  now  the 
double  object  of  restoring  Avales 
to  his  command,  and  of  inducing 
the  prince  to  alter  a  determination, 
which  they  considered  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  On  the  evening  of  the  1 1th, 
the  prince  was  insulted  at  the 
theatre  by  the  Portuguese  soldiers ; 
and  such  was  the  confusion,  that 
about  midnight  he  sent  off  the 
princess  and  his  children  to  Santa 
Cruz,  in  the  interior,  for  safety. 
Many  persons  of  property,  also  re¬ 
moved  from  the  capital. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Brazilian 
regiments  were  under  arms  ;  and, 
in  consequence  of  orders  sent  out 
on  the  first  alarm,  all  the  militia 
in  the  neighbourhood  poured  into 
the  city  with  great  promptitude. 
The  prince  had  now  a  force  of 
1,000  men ;  and  an  engagement 
with  the  Portuguese  troops  seemed 
to  be  impending.  The  latter,  no¬ 
ticing  the  determined  conduct  of 
their  opponents,  faltered  in  their 
resolution,  and  a  negociation  took 
place,  which  ended  in  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  Portuguese  troops 
should  be  allowed  to  retain  their 
arms,  but  that  they  should  consent 
to  be  conveyed  to  Praya  Grande 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay, 
until  vessels  could  be  prepared  to 
carry  them  to  Lisbon.  This  ar¬ 
rangement  was  instantly  carried 
into  effect ;  and,  till  the  time  of 
their  embarkation  for  Europe  ar¬ 
rived,  they  were  surrounded  by  a 
cordon  of  native  troops,  while  two 


or  three  ships  of  war  were  anchor¬ 
ed  immediately  opposite  to  their 
quarters.  Their  numbers,  how¬ 
ever,  were  soon  much  diminished 
by  the  desertion  of  many  who  de¬ 
termined  to  remain  in  Brazil  as 
private  citizens. 

But  though  the  Portuguese 
soldiers  seemed  for  the  time  to  be 
thus  awed  into  submission,  they 
subsequently  assumed  a  bolder 
tone,  and  declared  their  intention 
not  to  be  shipped,  except  by  force, 
on  board  of  the  transports  prepared 
for  them.  A  contest  was  there¬ 
fore  expected  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  consternation  reigned  in  the 
city.  The  crisis  was  averted  only 
by  the  energy  and  presence  of  mind 
of  the  prince  royal.  He  repaired 
in  person  on  board  of  one  of  the  fri¬ 
gates  in  the  bay,  which  he  directed 
to  be  made  ready  for  action ;  the 
gun-boats  also  were  manned,  and 
received  similar  orders.  The  na¬ 
tive  Brazilian  troops,  under  the 
command  of  general  Corrade,  were 
instructed  to  surround  the  troops 
at  Praya  Grande  on  the  land  side, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  quit  that  district.  The 
prince  then  sent  for  the  officers  of 
the  Portuguese  troops  on  board  his 
frigate,  and,  explaining  to  them 
their  situation,  urged  an  immedi¬ 
ate  embarkation.  A  demand  was 
made,  on  behalf  of  the  troops,  of 
three  months  arrear  of  pay,  and  a 
promise  was  given  by  the  prince 
that  one  month’s  arrears  should  be 
paid  immediately,  and  the  remain¬ 
der,  as  soon  as  they  were  on  board 
the  transports.  This  offer  was  re¬ 
fused  in  a  manner  personally  in¬ 
sulting  to  the  prince,  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  returned  to  Praya  Grande. 
The  prince  passed  the  night  on  the 
water,  animating  the  men,  and  ar¬ 
ranging  the  mode  of  attack  in  the 
morning  by  the  gun-boats.  This 
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occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  9th 
February.  On  the  10th,  in  the 
morning,  the  Portuguese  troops 
were  seen  striking  their  tents,  and 
continued  during  the  day  to  em¬ 
bark  their  baggage.  A  messenger 
was  sent  off  to  the  prince  stating 
their  submission ;  and  by  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  11  tli,  the  greater  part 
of  them  were  on  board  the  trans¬ 
ports.  One  circumstance  alone 
damped  the  general  satisfaction  at 
the  lucky  termination  of  this  criti¬ 
cal  affair.  We  have  mentioned, 
that,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
alarm,  the  princess  royal  and  her 
family  had  been  conveyed  to  Santa 
Cruz.  The  infant  prince,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  exposure  to  the  heat, 
by  travelling  in  an  open  carriage, 
was  attacked  by  a  disorder,  which 
proved  fatal.  The  Portuguese 
troops  sailed  for  Lisbon  on  the  l6th, 
under  convoy  of  two  frigates. 

About  the  same  time,  a  similar 
transaction  took  place  at  Pernam¬ 
buco.  On  the  28  th  of  January,  a 
meeting  of  the  chiefs  of  the  native 
army,  the  clergy,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  inhabitants,  was  convoked  in 
that  city,  in  which  it  was  resolved, 
that  the  presence  of  the  Portuguese 
troops  was  unnecessary,  and  that 
the  junta  should  be  called  on  to 
cause  them,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  to  be  embarked  for  Lisbon. 
The  junta  were  compelled  to  yield 
to  the  general  desire,  so  expressed. 
The  Portuguese  troops  were  col¬ 
lected  in  the  barracks  ;  and  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  their  departure  were 
made  in  the  presence  of  a  Portu¬ 
guese  ship  of  war,  which  lay  in  the 
harbour. 

These  proceedings  were,  if  not 
a  formal  declaration,  at  least  a 
virtual  assertion  of  independence. 
The  express  commands  of  the  Cor¬ 
tes  were  disobeyed ;  the  Cortes  it- 
self  was  publicly  vilified  ;  their  sol- 
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diers  were  removed  by  force  front 
the  country ;  and  the  resolution  was 
taken,  not  to  permit  the  landing 
of  the  reinforcements  which  were 
then  supposed  to  be  on  the  way 
from  Europe.  Positive  orders 
were  sent  to  the  provisional  go¬ 
vernment  of  Pernambuco,  to  send 
back  immediately  any  troops  that 
might  enter  that  harbour  ;  supply¬ 
ing  them,  however,  with  refresh¬ 
ments  and  every  thing  necessary 
for  their  voyage  home.  Under 
such  circumstances,  it  was  clear 
that  the  sovereignty  of  Portugal 
had  expired,  and  that,  if  Brazil 
continued  united  to  her,  it  must  be 
as  an  equal,  and  not  as  an  inferior. 

Even  before  the  embarkation  of 
the  Portuguese  troops,  steps  were 
taken  for  the  organisation  of  a 
provincial  government.  For  this 
purpose,  the  Camara  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  on  the  6th  of  February, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent,  in  which  they  stated  that  it 
would  contribute  greatly  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  whole  Portuguese 
nation,  and  particularly  of  Brazil, 
to  create  a  junta  composed  of  two 
representatives  (Procuradores)  for 
each  of  the  greater  provinces,  and 
one  for  each  of  the  less,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  parochial  electors. 
It  was  to  be  the  duty  of  these  re¬ 
presentatives,  to  advise  his  royal 
highness  on  affairs  of  importance, 
to  propose  such  measures  as  they 
might  judge  necessary,  and  to  watch 
over  and  defend  the  interests  of 
their  respective  provinces.  On. 
the  16th,  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
compliance  with  this  recommenda¬ 
tion,  issued  a  decree,  which  direct¬ 
ed,  that  provinces,  which  had  four 
deputies  in  the  Cortes,  should 
choose  one  representative  for  the 
junta;  those  which  had  from  four 
to  eight,  two ;  and  those  which 
had  more  than  eight,  three.  In 
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case  tlie  representatives  did  not 
duly  attend  to  the  interests  of 
their  respective  provinces,  they 
might  be  removed  by  their  consti¬ 
tuents.  The  Prince  Regent  was  to 
preside  in  this  Junta,  which  was 
called  the  Conselho  de  Procura- 
dores. 

In  the  following  May,  the 
prince,  at  the  urgent  intreaties  of 
the  people,  assumed  the  title  of 
“  Constitutional  Prince  Regent, 
and  Perpetual  Defender  of  the 
Brazils.”  In  politics,  a  change  of 
names  generally  betokens  a  change 
of  things ;  and,  accordingly, 
scarcely  had  his  royal  highness  ac¬ 
cepted  this  new  title,  when  the 
senate  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  presented 
an  address  to  him,  dated  the  20th 
of  May,  in  which,  without  pro¬ 
posing  to  separate  Brazil  from  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  they  insist 
upon  a  complete  independence, 
both  administrative  and  legislative. 
“  In  our  name,”  say  they  in  this 
address,  “  Senor,  and  in  that  of  the 
confederated  provinces,  whose 
cause  and  sentiments  are  the  same, 
we  claim  and  require.  That  there 
shall  be  convoked  in  this  city  a 
general  assembly  of  the  provinces 
of  Brazil,  represented  by  an  ade¬ 
quate  number  of  deputies,  being 
not  less  than  100,  nominated  by 
new  parochial  electors,  chosen  by 
the  people,  and  invested  with  es¬ 
pecial  powers  for  that  object, 
whose  attributes  shall  be,  to  deli¬ 
berate  in  public  session  on  the 
precise  conditions,  on  which  Brazil 
shall  be  permanently  united  to 
Portugal;  to  examine,  whether 
the  constitution,  which  is  forming 
in  the  general  Cortes  of  Lisbon,  is 
in  every  respect  adapted  to  Brazil ; 
and  upon  the  bases  there  decreed 
and  sworn  to,  to  establish  the 
emendations,  reforms,  and  altera¬ 
tions,  with  which  the  said  consti¬ 


tution  is  to  be  received  and  sworn 
to  at  Brazil :  and  that  this  consti¬ 
tution  may  not  be  the  less  secure 
and  prosperous  for  the  want  of  a 
Brazilian  legislative  body,  the 
same  general  assembly  shall  enter, 
as  soon  as  installed,  on  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  legislative  power,  which 
is  essential  to  it  and  inseparable 
from  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil. 
The  general  assembly  shall  be  in¬ 
stalled,  as  soon  as  there  are  col¬ 
lected  in  this  capital  two-thirds  of 
the  deputies  of  the  confederated 
provinces,  and  shall  communicate 
by  writing  with  the  Cortes  of 
Lisbon,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
union  with  Portugal,  which  Brazil 
is  anxious  to  preserve.  After 
being  fully  convoked,  the  assembly 
will  appoint  the  place,  where  the 
seat  of  the  Brazilian  sovereignty 
shall,  reside.” 

The  Prince’s  answer  was  in 
these  words : — 

“  I  am  informed  of  the  'wish  of 
the  people  of  Rio,  and  as  soon  as 
I  shall  be  made  acquainted  with 
that  of  the  other  provinces,  either 
through  their  Camaras  or  their 
procurators  general,  I  shall  imme¬ 
diately  conform  to  the  will  of  the 
people  of  this  great,  fertile,  and 
rich  kingdom.” 

He  soon  obtained  what  he  was 
satisfied  with  as  a  formal  expres¬ 
sion  of  those  sentiments,  which 
were  well  known  to  pervade  the 
country.  The  council  of  represen¬ 
tatives,  created  by  the  edict  of  the 
l6tli  of  February,  was  summoned, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  to  meet  on  the 
following  day.  The  council  met 
at  the  appointed  time,  and  the 
members  of  it  took  an  oath,  in 
which  they  swore  “  to  defend  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  the 
dynasty  of  the  house  of  Braganza 
and  the  regency  of  his  royal  high¬ 
ness  ;  to  maintain  the  sovereignty 
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of  Brazil,  her  integrity,  and  that 
of  the  province  which  each  repre¬ 
sented  ;  and  to  insist  upon  all  her 
rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as 
upon  all  the  measures  that  may  he 
necessary  for  the  preservation  and 
maintenance  of  the  peace,  and  the 
well-understood  union  of  the 
whole  monarchy.”  The  prince  in¬ 
formed  them  of  the  desire  that  had 
been  expressed  for  the  convocation 
of  a  legislative  assembly :  and  they, 
on  the  3rd  of  June,  replied  to  him 
by  an  address,* *  in  which  they 


*  In  this  address  the  language  used 
concerning  the  Lisbon  Cortes,  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  acrimonious.  The  following 
are  extracts  from  it : 

u  In  the  ardour  of  the  indignation 
which  the  perfidy  of  her  brethren 
caused  her  to  feel,  Brazil  would  have 
broken  the  moral  ties  of  religion, 
blood,  and  manners,  that  connected  her 
with  the  mother-country,  but  for  her 
attachment  to  your  royal  highness, 
the  heir  of  a  house  which  she  adores, 
and  serves  still  more  from  love  and 
loyalty,  than  from  duty  and  obedience. 

u  Brazil  now  cannot,  ought  not,  to 
expect  from  Lisbon,  any  thing  but 
measures  hostile  to  her  happiness. 
Repentance  never  enters  into  hearts 
that  crime  devours.  The  congress  of 
Lisbon  is  now  capable  of  framing 
every  species  of  plot,  and  of  propa¬ 
gating  anarchy,  in  order  to  ruin  that 
which  it  cannot  rule.  Parties  are 
formed,  dissentions  fomented,  criminal 
hopes  nourished,  animosities  sown, 
abysses  are  opened  under  our  feet ; 
still  further,  two  centres  are  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  Brazil,  two  principles  of 
eternal  discord,  and  they  insist  upon 
the  retreat  of  your  royal  highness, 
which  will  instantly  arm  us  against 
each  other. 

u  Brazil  wishes  not  to  infringe  upon 
the  rights  of  Portugal,  but  is  angry 
that  Portugal  should  infringe  upon 
hers  ;  Brazil  wishes  to  have  the  same 
king,  but  does  not  choose  to  have 
masters  in  the  deputies  of  the  congress 
of  Lisbon;  Brazil  desires  her  inde¬ 
pendence,  strengthened  by  a  well-un¬ 
derstood  union  with  Portugal;  she 


declared  that  they  joined  in  that 
desire,  and  implored  him  to  comply 
with  it.  On  the  same  day,  his 
royal  highness  issued  a  decree  con¬ 
voking  a  general  constituent  and 
legislative  assembly. 

Thus,  another  step  in  the  career 
of  independence  was  taken.  Brazil 
had  now  declared  herself  a  sove¬ 
reign  state ;  but  the  hope  of  union 
with  the  mother-country,  was  still 
professed. 

These  professions  soon  ceased  to 
be  made.  On  the  1st  of  August, 
a  formal  manifesto  was  published,* 
in  which  the  sovereignty  of  Brazil 
was  proclaimed,  the  blessings, 
which  would  thence  arise,  were 
delineated  in  glowing  colours,  and 
all  the  injuries,  done  or  meant  by 
the  mother-country,  were  carefully 
enumerated,  with  scarcely  a  single 
word  concerning  union  or  alliance. 
This  was  accompanied  by  another 
manifesto  of  similar  import,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  foreign  nations,  and  by 
a  decree  which  amounted  almost 
to  a  proclamation  of  war;  for, 
in  it,  the  prince  declares  that, 
“  considering  the  necessity  of 
prompt  measures,  and  considering 
also  that  his  majesty  Don  John  VI, 
our  lord,  whose  name  and  autho¬ 
rity  the  Cortes  at  Lisbon,  for  their 
own  sinister  ends,  pretend  to  em¬ 
ploy,  is  a  prisoner  in  the  kingdom 
of  Portugal,  deprived  of  his  own 
free-will,  and  without  that  liberty 
of  action  which  belongs  to  the 
executive  power  in  constitutional 
monarchies,”  all  Portuguese  troops 
landing  in  Brazil  shall  be  considered 
as  enemies,  unless  his  approbation 
and  consent  have  previously  been 

wishes,  in  short,  that  they  should  form 
two  great  families,  governed  by  their 
own  laws  pursuing  their  own  respec¬ 
tive  interests,  obedient  to  the  same 
chief.” 

*  See  Public  Documents,  p.  599.. 
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obtained.  He  calls  on  the  people, 
if  any  such  troops  shall  dare  to 
land  in  Brazil,  to  oppose  them  en 
masse  ;  and  he  further  orders,  that 
if,  notwithstanding  such  resistance, 
they  shall  succeed  in  setting  foot 
on  the  Brazilian  shores,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  place,  in  which  they 
may  land,  shall  retire  into  the  in¬ 
terior,  carrying  with  them  all  the 
moveables  and  provisions  they  can 
collect,  and,  by  laying  waste  the 
country,  deprive  them  of  the  means 
of  subsistence. 

Shortly  afterwards,  the  prince 
made  a  visit  to  Santo  Paulo,  a  dis¬ 
trict  which  had  taken  the  lead  in 
the  cause  of  independence.  He 
returned  to  Rio,  upon  the  14th  of 
September;  and  on  the  18th,  a 
decree  was  issued,  which,  after 
granting  a  general  amnesty  for  all 
past  political  opinions,  excluding 
only  those  persons  who  were  then 
in  custody,  and  in  the  course  of 
trial,  every  European  or  Brazilian 
Portuguese  who  was  willing  to 
embrace  the  present  system  of 
Brazil,  and  ready  to  defend  it,  was 
ordered,  by  way  of  distinction,  to 
wear  on  the  left  arm  a  green 
flower  with  the  inscription  “  Inde¬ 
pendence  or  Death.”  Those,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  would  not 
embrace  the  system,  were  to  depart 
from  their  places  of  residence 
within  thirty  days,  and  from  Brazil 
within  four  months,  if  in  inland 
places,  and  within  two  months,  if 
in  maritime  towns.  On  the  21st 
of  September,  the  complete  and 
final  separation  of  Brazil  from  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  was  announced 
by  a  proclamation,  in  which  the 
style  of  “  Constitutional  Emperor 
of  Brazil”  was  given  to  the  prince, 
and  by  an  edict  of  the  senate  of 
the  Camara,  which  informed  the 
people,  that  the  solemn  inaugura¬ 
tion  of  Pedro  the  First,  in  his  high 


dignity,  would  take  place  on  the 
12th  of  October.  Upon  that  day, 
which  was  selected  for  the  purpose, 
because  it  was  the  anniversary  of 
the  prince’s  birth,  the  august 
ceremony  of  the  installation  of  a 
new  sovereign  in  a  newly-created 
empire,  was  performed  amid  the 
joyful  acclamations  of  the  people. 

(i  I  accept,”  said  the  prince, 
“  the  title  of  Constitutional  Em¬ 
peror  and  Perpetual  Defender  of 
Brazil,  because,  having  heard  my 
council  of  state  and  procurator- 
general,  and  examined  the  repre¬ 
sentations  of  the  corporations  of 
the  several  provinces,  I  am  fully 
convinced,  that  such  is  the  general 
will  of  all  the  others,  and  that  it  is 
only  from  want  of  time,  that  they 
have  not  yet  arrived.”  Thus  ex¬ 
pired  the  American  sovereignty  of 
Portugal. 

Portugal,  however,  still  retained 
military  possession  of  Bahia.  Ma¬ 
deira  de  Mello,  the  governor  of 
that  place,  had  under  his  command 
a  garrison  of  1,500  European  re¬ 
gulars,  besides  some  militia. 
With  these  he  occupied  the  two 
forts  of  St.  Salvador,  and  avowed 
his  resolution  to  resist,  to  the  last 
extremity,  all  attempts  to  separate 
the  colony  from  the  mother-coun¬ 
try,  Many  overtures  were  made 
to  induce  the  troops  to  embark 
quietly  for  Portugal,  but  without 
effect :  so  that  the  Bahians,  who 
were  not  less  zealous  in  the  cause 
of  independence  than  the  other 
provinces,  found  it  necessary  to 
collect  a  military  force.  Not 
trusting  to  their  own  strength, 
application  for  assistance  was  made 
to  the  capital ;  and  a  fleet  with 
troops  on  board  was  dispatched 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  their  aid. 
It  was  known,  that  an  expedition 
with  reinforcements  and  supplies 
for  the  garrison  of  Bahia,  had 
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sailed  from  Lisbon  in  the  month 
of  June ;  and  the  immediate  fate 
of  the  province  would  probably 
vary,  according  as  the  Portuguese 
fleet  or  the  Brazilian,  reached  the 
harbour  first*  On  the  8th  of 
August,  the  Lisbon  squadron  ar¬ 
rived  ;  and  scarcely  had  it  entered 
the  port,  when  that  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  made  its  appearance.  The 
latter  finding  itself  thus  antici¬ 
pated,  stood  out  to  sea  again, 
landed  the  soldiers  and  arms  at 
Alagoas,  and  thence  proceeded  to 
Pernambuco.  The  Brazilians  now 
mustered  a  considerable  force, 
which  was  commanded  by  a 
Frenchman  of  the  name  of  Labitat, 
who  had  served  under  Bonaparte, 
and,  approaching  to  within  a 
league  and  a  half  of  Bahia,  kept 
the  city  almost  in  a  state  of  siege. 
They  were  not,  however,  strong 
enough  to  attack  Madeira :  who,  on 
his  part,  though  much  to  the  dis¬ 
satisfaction  of  the  Portuguese  resi¬ 
dents,  was  contented  with  acting  on 
the  defensive.  Considerable  efforts 
were  made  at  Lisbon  and  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  to  send  out  fresh  rein¬ 
forcements  to  their  respective 
armies ;  and  the  Brazilians,  it 
was  said,  applied  to  lord  Cochrane 
to  take  the  command  of  their 
navy. 

Monte  Video,  also,  was  still 
held  in  the  name  of  the  king  and 
congress.  General  Lecor,  who 
commanded  there,  was  favourable 
to  the  cause  of  Brazilian  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  wished  to  declare 
openly  for  it.  His  troops,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  be  induced  to 
adopt  that  course,  and  were  so  in¬ 
censed  at  what  they  deemed  his 
perfidy,  that  they  would  have 
murdered  him,  if  he  had  not  been 
protected  and  escorted  out  of  the 
fortress  by  a  battalion  which  he 
had  commanded  in  Europe.  With 


this  small  force  and  attended  by 
his  staff,  he  took  post  at  Can- 
clones,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Frutos  Rivero  with  700  men. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  that 
Portugal  would  willingly  resign 
her  trans-atlantic  dominion ;  the 
Cortes,  however,  deserve  the 
praise  of  having  acted  in  these 
delicate  affairs,  with  more  modera¬ 
tion  than  is  usually  shown  by  a 
mother-country  to  a  revolting 
colony — a  moderation,  which  was 
probably  inspired  by  the  evident 
superiority  of  the  child  to  the 
parent,  in  political  strength.  In 
the  Month  of  March,  the  Cortes 
adopted  a  set  of  resolutions,  by 
which  they  revoked  the  measures 
that  had  been  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  disobedience  of  the 
colonists,  and  testified  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  make  every  reasonable 
concession.  The  first  of  these 
resolutions  was,  that  orders 
should  be  despatched,  directing  the 
prince  royal  not  to  leave  Rio 
Janeiro;  but  to  remain  there  until 
the  general  organization  of  the 
kingdom  of  Brazil  was  completed  : 
another  was,  that  the  commander 
of  the  armed  force  of  each  of  the 
provinces  should  be  subordinate  to 
the  provincial  junta,  of  which, 
however,  he  should  be  a  member, 
and  in  which  he  should  have  a 
vote,  but  only  on  military  ques¬ 
tions  ;  and  a  third,  that  the  plan 
of  a  decree  respecting  commer¬ 
cial  relations,  should  be  discussed, 
and  immediately  referred  to  the 
provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Brazil. 
In  it,  said  the  Cortes,  the  Brazi¬ 
lians  will  not  discover  a  single 
article,  which  does  not  correspond 
with  the  most  perfect  equality  and 
reciprocity  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
will  be  convinced,  that  the  congress 
treats  Brazil  as  a  true  friend  and 
brother. 
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The  resolutions  concluded  with 
a  declaration,  “  That  the  congress, 
saving  the  principle  of  union, 
would  not  dispute  respecting  the 
concession  of  whatever  might  he 
proper  for  the  better  and  more 
prompt  administration  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  in  Brazil.” 

Though  the  disobedience  of  the 
prince  to  the  mandate  of  recal, 
was  prudently  overlooked,  the 
proceedings  of  the  l6th  of  Feb., 
could  not  be  passed  unnoticed;  and, 
in  condemning  them,  consistency 
required,  that  the  Cortes  should 
express  its  displeasure  against  those 
addresses,  which  led  the  way  to 
their  adoption.  The  debates  on 
this  subject  were  long  and  earnest; 
and  were  terminated  on  the  1st  of 
July,  by  voting  seven  resolutions. 
The  second  of  those  ordered, 
that  the  members  of  the  actual 
junta  of  St.  Paulo,  who  signed  the 
representation  of  the  24th  of 
December,  1821,  should  be  pro¬ 
secuted  and  tried ;  and  that  a 
similar  proceeding  should  be  in¬ 
stituted  against  the  four  persons, 
who  signed  the  address  directed  to 
the  prince  royal  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month ;  but  that  no  sentence 
of  condemnation  should  be  exe¬ 
cuted  without  the  previous  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Cortes.  The  third  arti¬ 
cle  declared,  that  no  other  persons 
should  be  proceeded  against  for 
these  transactions,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  only  59  to  58. 
The  fifth  resolution  was,  that  the 
two  secretaries  of  state  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  should  be  held  responsible 
for  the  decree  of  Feb.  16,  and  the 
other  acts  of  their  administration  ; 
and  the  seventh,  that  the  stay  of 
the  prince  royal  in  Brazil  should 
continue,  till  the  publication  of  the 
additional  act,  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  his  royal  highness 
should  govern,  in  subjection  to  the 


Cortes  and  to  the  king,  the  pro¬ 
vinces  which  he  then  governed 
and  which  obeyed  him,  his  minis¬ 
ters  or  secretaries  of  state  being 
named  by  the  king. 

The  only  effect  of  the  promul¬ 
gation  of  these  resolutions  in 
Brazil,  was,  to  inflame  the  spirit  of 
independence :  andthe  purpose  thus 
openly  declared  of  prosecuting  the 
junta  of  Santa  Paulo,  had  no 
small  share  in  exciting  that  pro¬ 
vince,  in  the  month  of  September, 
to  take  the  lead  in  calling  upon 
the  prince  to  assume  the  rank 
of  an  independent  sovereign,  and 
the  title  of  emperor. 

The  edict  of  the  3rd  of  June, 
which  convoked  a  constituent  and 
legislative  assembly,  being  a  direct 
disavowal  of  the  right  of  the 
mother-country  to  have  any  share 
in  the  sovereignty  of  the  colony, 
called  forth  stronger  language 
from  the  Cortes,  and  rendered  it 
impossible  for  them  to  continue  to 
temporise.  On  the  20th  of  Sept., 
they  voted  a  decree,  which  declared, 

1.  That  the  decree  of  the  3rd 
of  June,  convoking  an  assembly  of 
constituent  Cortes  in  Brazil,  was 
null.  2.  That  the  secretaries  of 
state  at  Rio  Janeiro  were  highly 
responsible  for  the  illegality  of  so 
despotic  a  resolution,  and  should 
be  impeached.  3.  That  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  dis¬ 
obeying  the  Cortes,  and  consti¬ 
tuting  itself  independent,  was  a 
government  de  facto ,  and  not  de 
jure ,  and  that  the  voluntary  obe¬ 
dience  of  any  authority  would  be 
criminal.  4.  That  the  delegated 
authority  of  the  prince  should  im¬ 
mediately  cease,  and  that  the  king 
should  appoint  a  regency  to  exer¬ 
cise  that  authority.  5.  That  the 
prince  royal  should  return  to  Por¬ 
tugal,  within  one  month  after  the 
decree  should  be  notified  to  him, 
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6.  That  every  commander  of  the 
land  and  sea  forces  should  he  ac¬ 
counted  a  traitor,  who  should  obey 
the  government  at  Rio  de  J aneiro, 
unless  compelled  by  force. 

Next  to  the  affairs  of  Brazil, 
the  completion  of  the  constitution 
chiefly  occupied  the  Cortes.  To 
frame  a  theoretical  system  of  go¬ 
vernment,  was  much  easier  than 
to  conciliate  or  subdue  a  disobe¬ 
dient  colony :  and  here  accordingly, 
their  discussions  led  to  a  result 
much  more  satisfactory,  at  least, 
to  themselves,  than  their  delibera¬ 
tions  on  Brazilian  affairs.  The 
constitution  was  at  length  finished ; 
and  being  signed  by  the  deputies, 
with  the  exception  of  some  of 
those  who  were  delegated  by  Bra¬ 
zilian  provinces,  it  was,  on  the 
25th  of  September,  presented  in 
solemn  procession  to  the  king ; 
who,  on  the  first  of  October,  swore 
in  the  presence  of  the  Cortes,  to 
observe  it  faithfully.  On  the  11th 
of  October,  a  law  was  passed,  that 
whoever  should  refuse  to  swear  to 
the  constitution,  on  or  before  the 
3rd  of  December,  should  quit  the 
kingdom,  and  renounce  the  rights 
of  a  Portuguese  citizen. 

The  queen  having  declined  to 
take  the  oath,  the  ministers  of  the 
interior,  of  foreign  affairs,  and  of 
the  marine,  notified  to  her  on  the 
22nd  of  November,  that  the  period 
of  delay  allowed  by  the  law,  would 
expire  on  the  3rd  of  December, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  for  her 
to  make  known  her  intentions. 
She  replied, 

“  That  she  had  caused  it  to  be 
stated  to  the  king,  that  she  would 
not  take  an  oath;  that  she  had 
made  a  promise  never  to  swear 
either  for  good  or  evil  during  her 
whole  life ;  that  she  did  not  adopt 
this  course  from  haughtiness,  or 
from  hatred  of  the  Cortes,  but 


merely  because  she  had  passed  her 
word,  for  a  good  person  ought 
never  to  retract ;  that  she  knew 
the  law ;  that  she  was  aware  of  the 
penalty  which  the  law  inflicted, 
and  was  willing  to  submit  to  it.” 

A  ship  was  immediately  made 
ready,  and  she  was  desired  to  point 
out  the  country  to  which  she  wish¬ 
ed  to  be  conducted.  She  answered, 
that  she  was  ready  to  submit  to 
whatever  the  king  might  order  by 
virtue  of  the  law ;  that  her  purpose 
was  to  go  to  Cadiz ;  that  her  deli¬ 
cate  state  of  health  rendered  it  im¬ 
possible  for  her  to  undertake  the 
voyage  in  the  middle  of  winter; 
and  that  she  therefore  wished  to 
retire  with  her  daughters  to  the 
palace  of  Ramalhao,  till  the  season 
permitted  her  to  leave  the  king¬ 
dom.  At  the  same  time,  ten  phy¬ 
sicians  certified,  that  her  life  would 
be  endangered  by  the  severity  of 
the  weather,  if  she  should  attempt 
to  travel  immediately.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  a  decree  was  issued,  per- 
miting  her  to  retire  to  the  palace 
of  Ramalhao,  where  she  was  to  re¬ 
main  till  she  was  able  to  quit  Por¬ 
tugal,  but  refusing  her  request  to 
be  allowed  to  take  her  daughters 
along  with  her,  and  declaring  that 
she  had  lost  all  rights,  civil  and 
political,  belonging  either  to  her 
character  of  Portuguese  citizen,  or 
to  the  dignity  of  queen.  Consi¬ 
derable  difference  of  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed,  both  in  the  council  of  state, 
and  in  the  Cortes,  on  this  delicate 
subject.  Many  of  the  deputies, 
thought,  that  the  ministers -had 
acted  in  it  with  harshness  and 
precipitation ;  that  it  belonged 
only  to  the  Cortes  to  determine, 
whether,  and  how  far  her  majesty 
was  affected  by  the  law  of  the  11th 
of  October  ;  and  that,  in  dooming 
her  to  a  species  of  imprisonment, 
and  depriving  her  of  the  company 
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of  her  daughters,  without  any 
judicial  sentence,  both  the  forms 
and  the  substance  of  justice  had 
been  violated. 

After  having  continued  their 
legislative  labours  for  one  and 
twenty  months,  the  extraordinary 
and  constituent  Cortes  was  dis¬ 
solved  on  the  4th  of  November. 
The  speech  of  the  king,  and  the 
reply  of  the  president  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  breathed  outwardly  a  spirit  of 
mutual  confidence.  The  most  re¬ 
markable  feature  in  them  was  the 
strong  hope  which  they  expressed, 
that  Brazil  might  yet  be  re-united 
to  the  parent  kingdom. 

The  session  of  the  new  ordi¬ 
nary  Cortes  was  opened  on  the 
1st  of  December.  Illness  prevent¬ 
ed  the  king  from  attending  in  per¬ 
son. 

The  Portuguese  constitution¬ 
alists  were  still  harassed  by  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  attempts  to  overturn 
the  new  system.  In  the  end  of 
April,  the  minister  of  justice  made 
a  representation  to  the  Cortes, 
in  which  he  stated,  “that  there 
were,  in  the  capital  principally, 
and  in  some  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  individuals  dangerous  to 
the  state,  whose  characters  and 
notorious  designs  rendered  it  ad¬ 
visable  to  separate  them  from  each 
other,  though  no  legal  proofs  had 
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been  obtained  of  their  actual 
crimes.”  This  communication  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
constitution,  which  advised  “  that 
the  government  should  be  autho¬ 
rized,  for  the  space  of  one  month, 
to  proceed  against  such  individuals, 
whether  private  persons  or  public 
officers,  by  removing  them  from 
one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  an 
other,  as  it  might  judge  fit.” 

Under  this  authority,  several 
persons  were  deprived  of  their 
liberty,  without  any  charge,  ex¬ 
cept,  that  they  were  known  to  be 
hostile  to  the  existing  order  of 
things.* 

A  short  time  after  these  arrests 
had  taken  place,  a  conspiracy  was 
said  to  be  detected  at  Lisbon,  the 
objects  of  which  were,  to  dissolve 
the  extraordinary  Cortes  and  con¬ 
voke  the  old  with  some  modifica¬ 
tions,  such  as  that  of  creating  a 
second  chamber  to  consist  of  here¬ 
ditary  noble  and  dignified  ecclesi¬ 
astics  ;  to  depose  the  king ;  to  ap¬ 
point  a  regency  with  the  infant 
Don  Michael  at  its  head ;  and  to 
put  instantly  to  death  such  of  the 
ministry  and  of  the  Cortes,  as  had 
distinguished  themselves  most  in 
behalf  of  the  constitutional  system. 
The  chief  of  this  plot  was  M. 
Januario  das  Neves,  formerly 
under  secretary  to  lord  Beresford. 


*  The  following  are  the  names  of  a  few  of  the  individuals,  who  were  arrested 

on  this  occasion. 


Places  of  Removal.  Names  of  Persons. 

To  Guarda . .  Ex-brigadier  Telle  Jordao. 

To  Monte  Mor  o  Novo  . Major  Pimento,  coming  from  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

To  the  same  . Dr.  Quina. 

To  Arganil . . . The  Dominican  Friar  Mexie,  well  known  at 

Paris. 

To  Montf'ort  do  Rio  Levri  ...  The  colonel  of  Militia  Cahieiro. 

To  Castello  Lindozo . TheQuarterm.oftheReg.  18,  Futlano,  Malefaia. 

To  S.  Vicente  do  Bine . Ex-Captain  Mor.  Simoens. 

Out  of  the  kingdom  . . Futlano  Pinete. 

Rio  de  Janeiro  . Antonio  Telles,  brother  of  the  Marq.  of  Penalva. 

Quinto  do  Lapa . .  The  Grand  Prior,  brother  of  Ant.  Telles. 

Torrao  . . . .  The  Grand  Prior  of  the  Order  of  Christ. 
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The  first  aim  of  the  conspirators 
was  to  gain  the  army;  for  this 
purpose  it  was  necessary  to  find 
some  officer  of  rank  to  head  them, 
and  they  fixed  on  general  Luiz  do 
Rego  Barello  as  likely  to  join 
them.  Januario  accordingly  ap¬ 
plied  to  him ;  hut  he  declined  giv¬ 
ing  a  decisive  answer,  and  desired 
him  to  return  at  a  certain  hour  on 
the  following  day.  The  minister 
of  justice  was  in  the  meantime 
made  acquainted  with  the  circum¬ 
stance,  and  Januario  developed  the 
plot  before  concealed  witnesses. 
He  was  immediately  taken  up. 
On  the  night  between  the  1st  and 
the  2nd  of  June,  a  merchant,  a 
servant,  and  a  printer’s  apprentice 
were  also  seized.  These  surely 
were  not  the  kind  of  persons,  who 
could  dream  of  subverting  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  kingdom.  No  light 
was  thrown  upon  this  affair  by  any 
judicial  proceedings ;  and  we  may, 
therefore,  reasonably  infer,  that,  if 
any  plot  existed,  its  nature  and 


objects  were  very  much  misrepre¬ 
sented  or  exaggerated. 

More  undoubted  symptoms  of 
conspiracy  manifested  themselves 
in  the  garrison  of  Lisbon.  On 
the  2nd  of  July,  a  part  of  one  or 
more  regiments  of  the  line  mutinied 
in  the  castle,  crying  out  “  the  king 
for  ever;”  but  the  non-commis¬ 
sioned  officers  remaining  firm,  the 
mutineers  were  seized,  and  sent  on 
board  a  man  of  war  without  resist¬ 
ance.  Eleven  of  the  soldiers,  who 
were  arrested,  desired  to  be  inter¬ 
rogated  without  delay,  as  they  had 
to  make  some  disclosures.  What 
these  disclosures  were,  the  world 
was  never  informed ;  but  suspi¬ 
cions  were  entertained  by  members 
of  the  Cortes,  that  this  infant  in¬ 
surrection  had  not  been  prepared, 
without  the  connivance  of  certain 
individuals  among  those  who  had 
left  Brazil  in  the  train  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  and  who  had  been  removed 
to  a  specified  distance  from  Lisbon, 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Italy — Naples — Sardinia — Ionian  Islands — Turkey — Death  of 
Ali  Pacha — Greek  Constitution — Blockade  declared  by  the  Greek 
Congress — Military  Operations  in  Albania  and  the  Morea — Naval 
Operations — Devastation  of  Scio,  and  murder  of  the  Hostages— 
Disaster  of  the  Turkish  Fleet ,  and  death  of  the  Capitan  Pacha  — 
Turkish  Cruelties  in  Cyprus  —  Negotiations  with  Russia — The 
Turkish  troops  withdrawn  from  Wallachia  and  Moldavia — 
Insurrections  of  the  Janissaries — Dmnissal  and  Death  of  Haleb 
Effendi  and  his  party — Origin  and  progress  of  the  Persian  War- 
Morocco. 


ITALY  reposed,  during  the 
whole  of  the  year,  in  tranquil 
slumber  under  the  Austrian  do¬ 
minion  ;  for,  from  the  Alps  to 
the  southern  extremity  of  Sicily, 
the  will  of  prince  Metternich,  en¬ 
forced  every  where  by  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Austrian  troops,  was  a 
law  supreme.  The  sovereigns  of 
Sardinia  and  Naples  employed 
the  little  remnant  of  precarious 
power  which  they  retained,  in 
punishing  the  authors  of  the  late 
revolts,  and  in  taking  precautions, 
by  suppressing  secret  societies,  and 
regulating  the  education  of  youth, 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar 
events.  At  Naples  thirty  persons 
were  condemned  to  death,  and 
thirteen  to  twenty-five  years  im¬ 
prisonment,  for  their  participation 
in  the  revolution  of  1820.  Of 
the  thirty,  only  two,  Silvati  and 
Morilli,  were  executed ;  the  other 
twenty-eight  had  their  punishment 
commuted  into  imprisonment  and 
hard  labour  for  thirty  years !  Death 
was  denounced  against  all  Nea¬ 
politans,  who  held  any  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Neapolitan  re¬ 
fugees  in  foreign  countries. 


On  the  15th  of  March,  a  de¬ 
cree  was  issued,  addressed  by  the 
minister  of  the  interior  to  the 
cardinal  archbishop  of  Naples,  in 
which  the  king,  being  informed 
of  the  backwardness  of  schoolmas¬ 
ters  and  individuals  to  compel 
their  pupils  and  children  to  fre¬ 
quent  the  congregations  di  Spirito 
established  in  the  different  conn 
munes  of  the  kingdom,  and  like¬ 
wise  of  their  neglecting  to  send 
them  to  church  on  religious  festi¬ 
vals,  orders  all  schoolmasters, 
public  or  private,  to  second  the 
views  of  the  bishops,  in  so  far  as 
regards  the  frequenting  of  these 
congregations ;  and  to  ensure  their 
obedience,  requires  a  certificate  to 
be  produced  every  week,  testifying 
that  the  decree  has  been  complied 
with.  As  a  penalty  in  case  of 
disobedience,  the  schoolmasters  in 
public  institutions  are  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  their  pay,  and  private 
instructors  are  to  have  their  schools 
shut  up.  Parents,  who  shall  neg¬ 
lect  to  send  their  children  to  the 
congregations  di  Spirito,  are  de¬ 
clared  unworthy  of  holding  any 
public  employment ;  and  the  chil- 
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dren  or  young  persons,  who  can¬ 
not  exhibit  proofs  of  their  having 
attended  these  congregations,  are 
declared  unable  to  aspire  to  any 
place,  to  any  public  office,  or  to 
any  other  government  favour. 

By  a  decree,  dated  the  28  th  of 
September,  abolishing  the  old  re¬ 
gulations  relative  to  secret  socie¬ 
ties:  all  periodical  and  organized 
meetings  in  numbers,  for  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  religious,  political,  or 
literary  subjects,  are  declared  ille¬ 
gal,  if  formed  without  the  per¬ 
mission  of  the  government. 

The  directors  and  managers  of 
such  meetings  are  to  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  in  the  third  de¬ 
gree,  and  by  a  fine  from  100  to 
500  ducats. 

If  an  illegal  association  shall 
embrace  a  promise  or  secret  ob¬ 
ligation,  so  as  to  form  a  sect,  the 
members  are  to  be  punished  by 
compulsory  labour  in  the  third  de¬ 
gree,  and  by  a  fine  of  from  500  to 
2,000  ducats  ;  the  chiefs,  directors, 
managers,  or  graduates,  by  death  on 
the  gibbet,  and  a  fine  of  from  1,000 
to  4,000  ducats. 

Persons  knowingly  preserving 
the  emblems,  cards,  books,  or  other 
distinctive  signs  of  any  such  sect, 
are  liable  to  banishment. 

The  students  of  Turin,  it  will 
be  remembered,  were  zealous  par¬ 
tisans  of  the  constitution  of  1821, 
and  mainly  instrumental  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  the  revolutionary  ex¬ 
plosion.  For  this  the  University 
of  Turin  was  dissolved,  and  its  fine 
building  converted  into  a  stable 
for  the  horses  of  the  royalist  troops. 
In  the  present  year,  it  was  reform¬ 
ed,  and,  together  with  the  other 
seminaries  of  the  kingdom,  placed, 
by  a  royal  ordinance,  on  a  new 
footing.  All  education  is  now 
under  the  direction  of  the  priests. 
The  students  are  subjected  to  a 
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constant  surveillance .  They  are 
even  directed  in  what  houses  they 
must  lodge,  what  church  they  must 
attend,  what  religious  exercises 
they  must  perform. 

An  important  change  was  ef¬ 
fected  in  the  administration  of  the 
Ionian  Islands,  by  a  decree  issued 
on  the  18th  of  January,  which 
announced,  that  the  monopoly  of 
the  commerce  in  grain,  which  had 
existed  there  for  centuries,  was 
now  to  cease,  and  that  from  the 
1st  of  July,  the  trade,  in  that  ar¬ 
ticle,  would  be  free,  subject  only 
to  a  small  duty  on  importation. 
Sir  Thomas  Maitland  continued  to 
find  it  no  easy  task  to  preserve 
tranquillity  in  his  government. 
Partly  from  the  sympathy  of  the 
inhabitants  with  the  Greeks,  and 
still  more  from  the  piratical  ha¬ 
bits  of  many  of  them,  they  were 
eager  to  mingle  in  the  contest 
which  was  going  on  in  their  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  which  held  out  to 
them  the  prospect  both  of  ven¬ 
geance  on  hated  infidels,  and  of 
rich  booty,  while  their  own  abodes 
were  safe  from  attack.  For  these 
reasons  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
subject  the  islands  to  martial  law, 
and  to  disarm  the  inhabitants.  To 
authorise  any  individual  to  retain 
offensive  weapons,  a  licence  was 
requisite.  Though  no  new  taxes 
had  been  imposed,  the  revenue  of 
the  islands  exhibited  a  consider¬ 
able  increase,  the  best  proof  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  people.  The 
fifth  and  last  session  of  their  first 
parliament  under  the  charter  of 
1817  was  held  in  the  present 
year. 

All  the  adjacent  regions  of  Epi¬ 
rus  and  Greece,  continued  to  ex¬ 
hibit  a  melancholy  picture  of  de¬ 
vastation  and  bloodshed.  We 
left  Ali  Pacha,  at  the  end  of 
1821,  shut  up  in  the  citadel  of 
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the  Island  of  the  lake.  Resist¬ 
ance  and  escape  were  alike  im¬ 
possible  ;  and  his  opponent  Chur- 
chid^  to  induce  him  to  sur¬ 
render,  assured  him,  that  the 
sultan  was  willing  to  grant  him  a 
full  pardon.  Towards  the  end  of 
January,  Ali  acceded  to  the  pro¬ 
posals  of  his  besiegers,  and  put 
himself  in  their  hands.  For  some 
days,  he  was  amused  with  stories 
that  his  pardon  was  on  the  way 
from  Constantinople,  and  was 
treated  with  every  mark  of  respect. 
At  last,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
he  received  intimation,  that  his 
head  was  demanded  by  his  master. 
He  replied  by  discharging  a  pistol 
at  Hassan  Pacha,  who  had  made 
the  communication.  The  apart¬ 
ment  became  instantly  a  scene 
of  battle ;  the  few  attendants,  who 
still  remained  with  Ali,  fought  re¬ 
solutely  for  their  master ;  several 
of  the  Turkish  officers  were  slain; 
but  Ali  too,  fell  in  the  affray.  His 
head  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  Constantinople,  and  after  being 
shown  to  the  divan  and  carried  in 
triumph  through  the  city,  was 
fixed  at  the  grand  gate  of  the  se¬ 
raglio,  with  the  sentence  of  death 
by  the  side  of  it. 

The  death  of  Ali  was  an  im¬ 
portant  event  to  the  sultan,  not 
merely  as  freeing  him  from  a 
dangerous  foe,  but  as  enabling 
him,  in  a  critical  emergency,  to 
direct  against  the  Greeks  the  mi¬ 
litary  strength  to  which  the  Alba¬ 
nian  Pacha  had  hitherto  given  am¬ 
ple  occupation.  An  insurrection 
gains  by  every  day  that  passes 
by,  without  any  progress  being 
made  towards  its  suppression;  and 
the  Greeks  had  not  only  been  able 
to  continue  their  resistance,  but 
had  acquired  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  of  strength.  Hitherto  their 
arrangements  had  all  been  mili¬ 
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tary.  They  now  resolved  to  give 
to  their  cause,  the  strength  and 
respectability,  which  arises  from 
the  possession,  real  or  apparent,  of 
a  civil  constitution.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose,  a  number  of  persons,  styling 
themselves  (we  know  not  by  what 
right)  the  legitimate  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Greek  people,  assem¬ 
bled  in  what  they  called  a  national 
congress,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
the  present  year,*  after  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  independence  of  Greece, 
promulgated  at  Epidaurus  a  so¬ 
lemn  instrument  purporting  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  provisional  constitution. 
This  document  is  distributed  into 
titles,  chapters,  and  articles ;  the 
following  are  the  most  important 
of  the  civil  arrangements  establish¬ 
ed  by  it : — - 

Christianity  agreeably  to  the 
rites  and  doctrines  of  the  orthodox 
church  of  the  east,  is  declared  t» 
be  the  religion  of  the  state  ;  Greek 
citizens  who  belong  to  any  other 
sect  of  Christians,  enjoy  all  poli¬ 
tical  privileges  ;  those  who  believe 
not  in  Jesus  Christ,  enjoy  only 
civil  rights,  with  the  free  exercise 
of  their  worship.  The  number  of 
the  members  of  the  legislative 
body  is  not  fixed,  nor  will  it  be 
fixed,  till  the  promulgation  of  a 
definitive  law  of  election.  The 
members  of  the  legislative  body 
must  be  SO  years  of  age  at  least ; 
they  are  elected  only  for  a  year, 
and  are  to  choose  from  among  them- 
selves  a  president  and  vice-pre¬ 
sident.  The  executive  body  is  com¬ 
posed  of  five  members,  chosen  from 
the  legislative  body,  by  an  assembly 
formed  for  this  purpose  according 
to  a  special  law.  This  Pentarcliy 


*  That  is,  we  believe,  according  to 
their  calculation;  the  13th  of  January, 
according  to  ours. 
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has  a  president  and  vice-president, 
chosen  from  among  the  five  mem¬ 
bers  which  compose  it ;  and  it  no¬ 
minates  the  ministers,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  8,  for  as  many  departments. 
The  prime  minister  is  entitled  chief 
secretary  of  state,  and  is  charged 
with  the  department  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs.  The  judicial  body  is  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  other  two. 

The  constituent' assembly,  before 
it  separated,  chose  the  pentarchy, 
of  which  the  presidency  was  con¬ 
fided  to  Maurocordato.  M.  Negri 
was  charged  with  the  functions  of 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs.  The  assembly  also  publish¬ 
ed  a  proclamation,  in  which  it  in¬ 
vited  the  Greek  nation  to  volun¬ 
tary  gifts  and  patriotic  offers,  giv¬ 
ing  the  assurance,  that  they  would 
be  accepted  with  thankfulness,  and 
that  the  names  of  the  generous  do¬ 
nors  would  be  inserted  in  a  re¬ 
gister,  in  order  to  perpetuate  their 
memory. 

Particular  and  local  constitu¬ 
tions  were  likewise  framed  for  the 
four  provinces — the  Peloponnesus, 
Western  Greece,  Eastern  Greece, 
and  the  Islands  of  the  Archipelago. 
Each  had  its  particular  congress  ; 
of  the  first,  prince  Ypsilanti  was 
president  ;  of  the  second,  Mauro¬ 
cordato  ;  of  the  third,  M.  Negri ; 
and  of  the  fourth,  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  of  the  island  of 
Hydra.  New  provinces  were  to 
be  formed,  as  they  freed  them¬ 
selves  from  the  Turkish  yoke :  and 
were  to  have  their  congresses,  or 
local  senates,  acting  in  concert  by 
their  deputies  with  the  general 
congress  for  promoting  the  gene¬ 
ral  interest.  Of  all  the  local  con¬ 
stitutions  that  of  the  Peloponne¬ 
sus  was  the  least  regular  and  the 
least  liberal:  there  the  ancient 
primates  chose  the  deputies  to  the 
general  congress. 


The  national  congress  met  this 
year  at  Corinth  ;  where  they  made 
abundance  of  laws,  and  did  what 
they  could  to  procure  money  and 
troops.  The  most  striking  of  their 
proceedings  was  a  decree,  declaring 
a  great  extent  of  the  Turkish 
coast  in  a  state  of  blockade.  We 
now  declare,”  said  they  in  this 
edict,  “  according  to  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  Europe,  in  a  state 
of  blockade  all  the  coast  still  in 
the  power  of  our  enemies,  either 
in  Epirus,  the  Peloponnesus,  Eubea 
or  Thessaly,  and  extending  from 
Epidamnus  (Toulsin)  to  Salonica. 

“  The  same  prohibition  is  equally 
intended  for  the  ports  of  the  Isles 
in  the  Egean  Sea,  the  Sporades, 
and  those  of  Candia  still  occupied 
by  the  Turks.  In  consequence, 
all  vessels,  which,  after  being  duly 
made  acquainted  with  the  present 
edict,  either  by  the  admirals,  or  in 
their  name  by  the  commanders  of 
the  independent  ships,  shall  enter 
either  of  the  enemy’s  ports  above 
mentioned,  shall  be  taken  and  de¬ 
tained,  in  virtue  of  the  present 
decision,  by  the  Greek  admirals.” 

The  Greeks  were  not  recognized 
as  an  independent  nation,  and, 
therefore,  were  not  entitled  by  the 
laws  of  nations  to  have  that  re¬ 
gard  paid  to  their  decrees,  which 
one  sovereign  state  pays  to  those 
of  another.  Neither  was  there  any 
pretence  for  saying,  that  the  line 
of  coast,  included  in  this  pretended 
blockade,  was  actually  commanded 
by  Greek  fleets.  Accordingly  no 
attention  was  paid  to  the  edict  by 
either  the  English  or  the  French 
flag. 

The  siege  of  Patras  was  con¬ 
tinued,  but  without  success.  Nu¬ 
merous  skirmishes  took  place  in 
Albania,  in  Thessaly,  and  in  the 
Morea,  which  did  not  lead  to  any 
important  result.  Some  of  the 
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most  obstinately  contested  of  these 
occurred  in  Albania.  On  the 
6th  of  July  the  Pacha  of  Arta 
had  a  rencontre  near  the  little 
town  of  Placa,  with  the  troops, 
amounting  to  about  3,500  men, 
who  were  commanded  by  captain 
Marco  Bozzari,  and  two  Greek 
leaders,  Isco,  and  Taskir.  After  a 
severe  action,  in  which  the  loss 
was  equal  on  both  sides,  and  the 
Pacha  had  his  horse  killed  under 
him,  and  his  baggage  taken,  the 
insurgents  retreated  in  great  haste 
to  the  strong  position  of  Petta,  in 
the  mountains  about  nine  miles 
from  Arta.  There  they  had  erect¬ 
ed  many  entrenchments,  and  had 
formed  two  camps,  one  of  which 
was  called  the  Plellenic,  and  the 
other,  the  Philellenic.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter  were  the  German  and  other 
European  volunteers  under  gene¬ 
ral  Normann,  about  280in  number, 
with  two  field  pieces  and  a  great 
quantity  of  baggage. 

On  the  l6th,  the  Turks,  in  three 
divisions,  attacked  both  the  camps. 
The  intrenchments  were  obsti¬ 
nately  defended  for  some  time,  and 
the  Turks  experienced  a  great 
loss ;  but  they  pressed  forward 
with  such  impetuosity,  that  all  re¬ 
sistance  ceased. 

One  of  their  attacks  was  direct¬ 
ed  against  the  Philellenes,  of  whom 
the  greater  part,  after  a  valiant, 
hut  fruitless  defence  of  their  post, 
were  cut  off  in  about  an  hour.  Of 
the  280  men,  150  remained  dead 
on  the  field.  General  Normann 
and  lieutenant-colonel  Gubernall 
escaped,  with  about  70,  to  the 
mountains  near  Combotti :  the 
rest  were  taken  prisoners,  brought 
to  Arta,  and  executed  in  different 
parts  of  the  town. 

About  the  same  time,  Churchid 
Pacha,  moving  Southward  with  a 
considerable  force,  traversed  Thes- 
Vol.  LX IV. 
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saly,  ravaged  the  eastern  coast  of 
Greece  and  penetrated  into  the 
Morea.  The  siege  of  Patras  was 
raised  ;  Corinth,  abandoned  by  the 
provisional  government,  was  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Turks ;  Argos  saw 
its  senate  dissolved,  and  again 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  infi¬ 
dels.  The  success  of  Churchid, 
however,  was  only  temporary. 
Weakened,  by  the  garrisons, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  leave  in 
different  places,  and  by  the  disper¬ 
sion  of  his  troops  in  a  variety  of 
districts,  he  was  assailed  with 
success  on  many  points ;  and 
partly  by  losses  in  the  field,  partly  by 
the  want  of  provisions  and  military 
stores,  was  compelled  to  abandon 
the  Morea,  and  to  retire  towards 
Macedonia.  On  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  the  citadel  of  Corinth  ca¬ 
pitulated  to  the  Greeks ;  and  at 
the  end  of  that  month  Patras,  Na¬ 
poli,  Coron,  and  Modon,  were  the 
only  ports  in  the  Peloponnesus, 
which  remained  in  the  possession 
of  the  Turks.  To  add  to  their 
perplexities,  the  Albanians  again 
declared  against  them.  Churchid 
met  with  the  usual  fate  of  an  un¬ 
successful  Turkish  commander : 
on  the  l6th  of  November,  the 
messenger  of  death  reached  him 
at  Larissa,  with  the  fatal  firman, 
and  he  was  rewarded  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  by  the  loss  of  his  life.  The 
suspicion  that  he  had  appropriated 
to  his  own  use  the  treasures  of 
Ali,  had  as  great  a  share  as  his 
military  failure,  in  drawing  upon 
him  the  wrath  of  his  despotic 
master.  At  the  same  time,  orders 
were  sent  to  several  of  the  subor¬ 
dinate  Turkish  chiefs  in  the  north¬ 
ern  districts  of  Greece  to  return 
to  Constantinople.  They  refused 
to  obey  a  command,  which  led 
them  to  certain  death,  and  pre¬ 
pared  to  seek  safety  in  resistance. 

[T] 
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At  sea,  the  Greeks  maintained 
their  cause  stoutly,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  exertions  of  the  Porte  to 
strengthen  its  fleet  and  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Egyptian  and  Algerine 
squadrons  with  it.  At  one  time, 
the  Turkish  admiral  had  a  decided 
superiority  ;  but  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  Greeks  acquired  the  as¬ 
cendancy,  and,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tenedos,  gained  an  important 
advantage  over  the  fleet  of  their 
oppressors. 

To  secure  the  obedience  of  the 
important  island  of  Scio,  the 
Turks  had  sent  thither  a  consi¬ 
derable  garrison,  and  had  likewise 
taken  the  additional  precaution  of 
detaining  95  respectable  Greek 
merchants  as  hostages — ten  at 
Constantinople,  and  eighty-five  in 
the  castle  of  Scio.  About  the  end 
of  March,  a  party  of  Samians 
having  landed  in  the  island,  and 
being  joined  by  the  peasantry,  the 
governor  found  it  necessary  to 
shut  himself  up  in  the  fortress  ; 
but  he  was  scon  relieved  by  the 
capitan  pacha,  who,  on  the  11th 
of  April  arrived  in  the  harbour, 
and  immediately  sent  a  flag  of 
truce  on  shore,  inviting  the  insur¬ 
gents  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
requiring  their  decision  on  his  pro¬ 
posals  within  the  space  of  eight 
hours.  They  rejected  his  terms, 
bade  defiance  to  danger,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  direct  their  fire  against 
the  citadel.  The  Turkish  garrison 
repulsed  them,  and,  as  the  ships 
which  the  Samians  had  used  as 
transports  had  taken  to  flight  at 
the  moment  when  the  Turkish 
fleet  approached,  the  capitan  pacha, 
without  loss  of  time,  landed  9,000 
men.  The  insurgents  were  thus 
placed  between  two  fires ;  the  gar¬ 
rison  sallied  out  upon  them  from 
the  citadel,  and  the  troops,  who 
had  landed,  attacked  them  in  the 


rear.  In  a  few  hours,  they  had 
lost  all  their  artillery,  consisting 
of  twenty  field  pieces,  which  were 
turned  against  them.  All  further 
resistance  was  fruitless.  The  bat¬ 
tle,  so  long  as  it  lasted,  was  solely 
maintained  by  the  Sciotes ;  for  the 
Samians,  who  set  on  foot  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  had  found  means  to  es¬ 
cape,  and  had  re-embarked  at  a 
distant  part  of  the  island. 

Then  commenced  the  work  of 
destruction,  as  if  the  barbarians 
had  come  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  annihilating  the  whole  popula¬ 
tion,  and  effacing  every  vestige  of 
civilization.  For  weeks  all  was 
one  continued  scene  of  murder, 
conflagration,  and  plunder,  both 
in  country  and  town.  The  Turks 
were  not  even  satisfied  with  the 
ravages  which  fire  made  upon  the 
houses ;  its  progress  was  too  slow 
for  their  fury,  and  their  own  hands 
aided  and  assisted  the  raging  ele¬ 
ment.  They  took  to  the  castle 
about  800  of  the  gardeners  of  the 
principal  families,  whom ,  by  threats 
of  instant  death,  and  promises  of 
liberty,  they  forced  to  confess,  as 
far  as  they  knew,  where  any  pro¬ 
perty  had  been  hid.  In  almost 
every  garden  were  seen  pits  dug 
in  hope  of  grasping  the  supposed 
concealed  treasure.  All  the  women 
were  sent  into  slavery ;  the  men 
and  male  children  (above  12  years 
of  age)  were  massacred ;  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  tenderest  age,  and  the 
most  beautiful  from  among  the 
young  women  were  sent  on  board 
the  ships  with  great  pomp  and 
solemnity,  under  a  salute  of  guns ; 
the  male  children  were  circumcised 
in  token  of  conversion  to  the  Ma¬ 
hometan  faith,  and  then  sent  off 
by  land  for  Constantinople,  under 
an  escort  of  Turkish  soldiery. 
Two  regiments  of  Turks  had  as¬ 
sembled,  and  shut  up  in  a  place  in 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


the  country,  about  700  persons, 
chiefly  peasants,  whom  they  meant 
to  divide  among  themselves  as 
slaves ;  hut  not  being  able  to  agree 
in  the  partition,  they  began  to 
juarrel.  A  priest,  more  humane 
than  the  rest,  expostulated  with 
them  upon  their  dissensions,  and 
exhorted  them  to  concord ;  when 
one  of  the  monsters  exclaimed, 
that  the  only  way  to  avoid  dissen¬ 
sion  was  to  put  them  all  to  the 
sword;  and,  in  less  than  half  an 
hour,  all  these  innocent  men  were 
massacred. 

The  ferocity  of  the  soldiers  re¬ 
ceived  every  encouragement  from 
the  injunctions  and  example  of 
their  leaders.  On  the  8th  of  May 
the  pacha  ordered  35  respectable 
men,  whom  he  had  on  board,  to  be 
hung  up  to  the  masts;  which 
served  as  a  signal  to  the  governor 
of  the  castle  to  do  the  same  with 
the  85  hostages,  who  were  in  his 
power,  and  to  order  the  800  gar¬ 
deners,  who  were  still  in  custody, 
to  be  strangled. 

The  work  of  carnage  and  de¬ 
vastation  ceased,  only  when  no¬ 
thing  could  be  found  on  which  it 
could  be  exercised ;  and,  in  a  few 
weeks,  the  most  wealthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  island  in  the  Levant  be¬ 
came  a  desolated  wilderness.  The 
summer  approached :  as  the  genial 
climate  and  fertility  of  the  soil 
could  not  be  annihilated  by  Turk¬ 
ish  crimes,  rich  harvests  again 
waived  over  the  fields,  that  were 
now  without  masters  or  owners ; 
but  there  remained  few  to  enjoy 
the  bounty  of  nature  ;  there  were 
not  to  be  found  in  Scio  even  hands 
sufficient  to  collect  the  ripening 
fruits  of  the  earth.  Scio,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  contained 
120,000  souls ;  in  the  end  of  July, 
there  remained  in  it  only  gOO  per¬ 
sons  ;  and  even  this  miserable 
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remnant  was  in  danger  of  being 
cut  off  by  a  pestilence,  which  fol¬ 
lowed  the  horrid  catastrophe. 

The  cruelty,  which  laid  Scio 
waste,  did  not  spare  the  hostages, 
who  were  kept  at  Constantinople  ; 
they  were  all  put  to  death,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  exertions  of  lord 
Strangford  to  save  them. 

It  is  consolatory  to  be  able  to 
add,  that  the  perpetrators  of  these 
horrors  did  not  all  escape  with 
impunity.  On  the  night  of  the 
18th  of  June,  two  Greek  fire-ships, 
eluding  the  observation  of  eleven 
Turkish  men  of  war,  penetrated 
into  the  canal  of  Scio,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded,  by  skilful  manoeuvres,  in 
approaching  the  admiral's  ship, 
the  Turks  supposing  all  the  time 
that  they  were  vessels  belonging  to 
their  fleet.  One  of  these  fire¬ 
ships,  about  two  in  the  morning, 
got  so  near  to  the  admiral’s  ship,  as 
to  be  able  to  grapple  with  it  closely 
on  the  larboard  side,  and  applying 
the  fire  there,  spread  consternation 
on  board.  The  prodigious  efforts 
of  the  crew  at  length  succeeded 
in  disengaging  the  admiral’s  ship 
from  the  fire-ship,  after  which  the 
ship  of  the  captain  bey,  with 
which  the  fire-ship  had  also  en¬ 
deavoured  to  grapple,  sunk  it.  But 
the  Turks  were  not  so  fortunate 
with  respect  to  the  second  fire¬ 
ship.  This,  too,  approached  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  ship,  and  set  fire  to  it, 
while  the  Turks  were  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  get  rid  of  the  other.  The 
flames  spread  with  such  rapidity, 
that  all  the  assistance  which  could 
be  procured,  and  all  the  efforts 
that  were  made,  proved  useless. 
Within  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
a  great  part  of  the  vessel  was  in 
flames,  the  lire  reached  the  maga¬ 
zine,  and  the  ship  blew  up  with  a 
terrible  explosion. 

The  capitan  nacha,  who,  though 
[T  23 
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severely  wounded,,  was  unwilling 
to  leave  his  ship,  was  forcibly  put 
into  a  boat  by  some  of  bis  attend¬ 
ants.  A  mast,  however,  which 
immediately  fell,  wounded  him 
mortally  on  the  head,  and  sunk 
the  boat.  He  was  brought  ashore 
on  part  of  the  wreck,  and  expired 
within  an  hour  after,  and  at  ten 
o’clock  next  morning,  was  buried 
in  the  castle  of  Scio.  Out  of  the 
whole  crew,  which  consisted  of 
more  than  2,28 6,  scarcely  200 
were  saved.  Two  other  ships  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate  were  also  on 
the  point  of  being  destroyed.  They 
were  indebted  for  their  safety  only 
to  the  extraordinary  activity  of 
their  crews  ;  which,  however,  was 
not  able  to  prevent  them  from  sus¬ 
taining  great  damage. 

Even  in  islands,  where  no  symp¬ 
toms  of  revolt  had  appeared,  the 
Turks  glutted  their  appetite  for 
misery  and  blood.  Cyprus  fared 
little  better  than  Scio.  In  the 
districts  of  Paphos,  Amathont  and 
Famagousta,  twenty-five  thousand 
Christians  fell,  during  the  months 
of  July  and  August,  by  the  hands 
of  the  Turkish  soldiery.  Seventy- 
four  villages,  containing  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  18,000  Christians,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  ;  the  old  men  and  the 
married  women  were  massacred ; 
the  children  under  four  years  of 
age,  were  butchered  or  thrown  into 
the  sea ;  the  rest  were  sold  for 
slaves.  The  churches,  the  monas¬ 
teries,  in  a  district  of  40  square 
leagues,  disappeared;  the  priests 
and  monks,  without  exception,  re¬ 
ceived  the  crown  of  martyrdom, 
and  perished  in  torments.  One 
part  of  the  island  was  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  the  pacha  of  Egypt ; 
that  part  alone  enjoyed  tranquil¬ 
lity  ;  and  it  was  to  the  presence  of 
the  Egyptian  commander,  that  even 
the  Franks  themselves  owed  their 
safety. 


The  negotiations  with  Russia 
continued  to  be  carried  on  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Austrian 
and  English  ministers ;  and  many 
diplomatic  notes,  of  most  formida¬ 
ble  length,  were  exchanged.  Wal- 
lachia  and  Moldavia  were  the  chief 
subject  of  difference.  Russia  in¬ 
sisted,  that  the  Turkish  troops 
should  evacuate  these  provinces, 
and  that  Greek  hospodars  should 
be  appointed,  as  in  former  times. 
The  Porte  was  unwilling  to  with¬ 
draw  her  soldiers,  and  still  more 
averse  to  submit  to  Greeks  two 
commands  of  so  much  importance, 
at  a  time  when  the  Greek  nation 
threatened  the  safety  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  the  Greek  name  was 
doubly  odious  to  all  zealous  Mus- 
sulmen.  At  last,  the  obstinacy  of 
the  Porte  gave  way.  Ghica  and 
Stourdza,  two  of  the  native  boyars 
(a  deputation  of  twelve  of  them  had 
been  sent  to  Constantinople)  were 
nominated  to  the  office  of  hospo¬ 
dars;  and,  in  July,  the  Turkish  go¬ 
vernors  and  troops  were  withdrawn 
from  Wallachiaand  Moldavia. 

The  spirit  of  insubordination, 
which  renders  the  janissaries  at  all 
times  an  object  of  terror  to  their 
master,  was  inflamed,  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  year,  by  the  suspicions  which 
they  entertained,  that  the  sultan 
and  his  favourite,  Haleb  Effendi, 
intended  to  disband  them,  and  to 
organize  a  military  force,  after  the 
Christian  fashion.  Many  petty 
disturbances  were,  as  usual,  caused 
by  them;  but,  in  the  month  of 
July,  towards  the  end  of  the  Ra¬ 
madan,  they  perpetrated  enormi¬ 
ties,  which  spread  dismay  through¬ 
out  all  the  capital. 

Five  Ortas,  or  regiments  of  ja¬ 
nissaries,  revolted.  Numerous  bo¬ 
dies  of  them  traversed  the  different 
streets  of  the  capital,  pillaging  the 
houses,  particularly  those  belong¬ 
ing  to  Greeks  and  Franks,  and 
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massacreing  even  Mussulmen, 
whom  they  suspected  not  to  he 
of  their  party.  One  band;  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  quarter  of  the  Jews, 
committed  hideous  excesses.  Pay¬ 
ing  no  respect  to  customs  held 
sacred  in  the  east;  the  Turkish 
baths  were  broken  opeii;  and  the 
females  violated.  All  the  Chris¬ 
tian  women;  who  could  be  disco¬ 
vered;  were  dragged  to  the  slaves’ 
bazaar,  and  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder.  The  plan  of  the  rebels 
was,  to  gain  possession  of  the  grand 
vizier’s  palace;  and  afterwards  to 
proceed  to  the  seraglio.  At  first; 
the  most  laudable  efforts  were  in 
vain  made  by  Hadsclii- Salih;  the 
grand  vizier,  to  appease  the  mu¬ 
tineers.  But  not  succeeding,  and 
not  daring  to  trust  the  remaining 
ortas  of  the  janissaries  which  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  revolt,  he  re¬ 
solved  to  oppose  another  descrip¬ 
tion  of  troops  to  the  rebels,  and 
called  to  his  assistance  Ibrahim 
Pacha,  commandant  of  the  Asiatic 
troops  encamped  at  Bujukdere. 
After  distributing  considerable  sums 
among  these  soldiers,  Ibrahim  put 
himself  at  their  head  and  attacked 
the  janissaries.  The  streets  of 
Constantinople  became  then  the 
scene  of  a  dreadful  carnage ;  but 
the  Asiatic  troops  at  last  obtained 
the  victory.  More  than  200  ja¬ 
nissaries  were  killed,  and  great 
numbers  were  executed  on  the 
spot.  The  usual  mode  of  cutting 
off  the  head  took  up  too  much 
time,  and  they  were,  therefore, 
disposed  of  by  tying  several  toge¬ 
ther  and  throwing  them  into  the 
sea.  Some  thousands  of  the  less 
guilty  were  embarked  for  the  coast 
ol  Asia,  and  all  the  gaols,  the  ar¬ 
senal,  the  lazaretto,  and  a  number 
of  ships  in  the  harbour  were  fdled 
with  prisoners. 

Thus  the  refractory  janissaries 
were,  for  the  mean  time,  reduced 
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to  submission ;  but  the  whole  body 
entertained  a  deep  feeling  of  re¬ 
venge  for  the  severity  which  had 
been  exercised  towards  their  corps, 
and  for  the  example,  so  fatal  to 
their  privileges,  which  had  been 
set,  of  controlling  their  licentious¬ 
ness  by  an  armed  force  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  kind.  Their  complaints  and 
murmurs  against  Haleb  Effendi, 
became  every  day  louder.  At  last, 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  the 
eldest  of  the  corps  assembled  to 
draw  up  a  petition  to  the  sultan, 
in  which  they,  in  respectful  but 
firm  language,  pointed  out  that 
favourite,  as  one  of  the  chief  au¬ 
thors  of  the  evils  that  had  befallen 
the  Ottoman  empire,  and  request¬ 
ed  that  he  might  be  removed  from 
office.  Abdallah  Pacha,  who  en¬ 
joyed  high  credit  with  the  janissa¬ 
ries,  and  had  several  times  succeeded 
in  making  them  return  to  their 
obedience,  undertook,  at  their  re¬ 
quest,  to  present  their  petition  to 
the  sovereign,  and  accompanied  it 
with  an  energetic  memorial  of  his 
own.  Sultan  Mahmoud  saw  that 
he  must  yield. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  grand  vizier  and  the 
mufti,  both  creatures  of  Haleb 
Effendi,  were  deposed,  and  the 
seals  of  the  empire  given  to  Ab¬ 
dallah  Pacha,  who  then  command¬ 
ed  the  army  stationed  at  Scutari. 
The  vacant  place  of  mufti  was 
given  to  Sidke  Sadi,  member  of 
the  body  of  Ulemas. 

Haleb  Effendi  himself  received 
orders  on  the  10th,  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  to  leave  the  capital :  a 
Capidgi  Baschi  accompanied  him 
to  Brussa,  where  he  was  to  await 
his  further  destiny.  At  the  same 
time,  the  head  barber,  and  the 
chief  of  the  coffee-houses,  two 
officers  of  Haleb’s  family,  in  the 
interior  of  the  seraglio,  were  dis¬ 
missed  and  banished  to  Asia. 
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This  triumph  was  not  enough 
for  the  janissaries.  They  demand¬ 
ed  that.,  for  the  future,  delegates 
from  their  body  should  he  called 
to  all  deliberations  on  state  affairs. 
Their  demand  was  complied  with. 
They  sacked  the  palace  of  the 
dismissed  favourite,  and  insisted 
that  he  and  his  adherents  should 
not  be  suffered  to  live:  this,  too, 
was  conceded ;  and  the  heads  of 
Haleb  Effendi,  of  the  grand  vizier, 
of  the  director  of  the  customs,  and 
of  other  public  functionaries,  were 
exhibited  over  the  great  gate  of 
the  seraglio. 

The  events  of  this  year  dis¬ 
proved  the  professions,  which  Per¬ 
sia  made,  in  1821,  of  peaceful  in¬ 
tentions  towards  the  Porte,  and 
threw  some  light  on  the  origin  of 
the  quarrel  between  them.  The 
pachas  of  the  Turkish  province  of 
Azzarroon  being  accustomed  to 
annoy  the  Persian  pilgrims,  mer¬ 
chants,  and  travellers,  Abbas  Mirza, 
prince  royal  of  Persia,  frequently 
remonstrated  against  these  out¬ 
rages,  and  dispatched  missions  to 
Constantinople,  to  represent  the 
conduct  of  the  Turkish  governors 
to  the  Ottoman  court.  Fair  pro¬ 
mises  were  made  to  investigate 
the  complaints ;  but  though  the 
pachas  of  Azzarroon  were  fre¬ 
quently  changed,  similar  excesses 
were  repeated.  For  instance, 
when  some  Persian  students  ar¬ 
rived  at  Constantinople,  on  their 
return  to  Tabriz  from  England, 
the  grand  seignor  and  his  vizir 
furnished  them  with  passports,  to 
protect  their  books,  instruments, 
medicines,  and  the  other  contents 
of  their  baggage,  from  impost  or 
search ;  yet,  on  their  reaching 
Azzarroon,  the  passports  were  dis¬ 
regarded,  their  baggage  was  ran¬ 
sacked,  and  contributions  were  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  exacted  by  way  of 


duty.  On  another  occasion,  when 
the  Schah  of  Persia  sent  two  of 
his  wives,  accompanied  by  several 
noble  ladies,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca,  their  persons  were  inde¬ 
cently  searched  at  Azzarroon,  and 
they  were  in  other  respects  in¬ 
sulted.  The  prince  royal  des¬ 
patched  Aka  Mustapha  to  Constan¬ 
tinople,  to  complain  of  this  out¬ 
rage  ;  but  the  pacha  detained  him 
in  his  way,  at  Azzarroon,  for  four 
months,  and  then  sent  him  back  to 
Tabriz  with  excuses  and  promises 
of  amendment,  which  were  never 
realized.  Soon  afterwards,  Sadick, 
who  had  formerly  been  pacha  of 
Bagdad,  being  killed  by  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  his  son  fled  to  Tabriz 
and  invoked  the  prince  to  assist 
him  with  an  army  against  Bagdad, 
to  avenge  the  murder  of  his 
father.  This  the  prince  declined, 
but  undertook  to  obtain  redress  for 
him  from  the  Porte,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  sent  one  of  his  own  servants 
to  accompany  the  young  Sadick  to 
Constantinople,  who  bore  a  Rakhum 
from  the  prince  royal  to  the  grand 
seignor.  The  pacha  of  Azzarroon 
intercepted  them,  tore  the  prince’s 
Rakhum  to  pieces,  cut  off  Sadick’s 
head,  and  sent  back  the  prince 
royal’s  servant  to  Persia  on  foot. 

Finding  from  these  repeated 
instances  of  insult,  that  remon¬ 
strance  was  unavailing,  the  prince 
royal  determined  to  retaliate  upon 
the  Pacha  of  Azzarroon.  Of  this 
intention  he  sent  notice  to  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  and  despatched  an 
army,  in  the  Summer  of  1821, 
into  the  Turkish  province  of  Wan, 
on  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Eu¬ 
phrates,  inhabited  by  a  race  of 
Christians.  The  Persians  attacked 
and  took  possession  of  the  town 
and  fort  of  Byzied,  a  public  station 
in  the  central  road  from  Tabriz  to 
Constantinople.  In  the  winter, 
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the  Kayem  Makom,  wishing  to 
prevent  a  renewal  of  hostilities, 
sent  a  messenger  to  the  Pacha  of 
Azzarroon,  and  proposed  to  mediate 
between  him  and  the  prince  of 
Persia.  The  messenger  returned 
with  an  assurance,  that  a  person 
should  be  sent  to  Persia  to  make 
peace.  After  a  lapse  of  four 
months,  during  which  time  the 
Kayem  Makom  prevailed  on  the 
prince  to  suspend  hostilities,  intel¬ 
ligence  was  received,  that  an  army 
of  10,000  men  was  collected  in 
Azzarroon,  and  that  large  prepa¬ 
ration  was  making  for  a  renewal 
of  the  war.  At  the  same  time 
Hosien  Khan,  the  king's  sirdar  or 
governor  of  Erivan,  the  capital  of 
Armenia,  sent  advices,  that  the 
Turkish  troops  were  on  the  eve  of 
commencing  an  attack  in  that 
quarter,  and  urged  the  prince  to 
secure  the  boundary  and  cut  them 
off  from  Armenia.  The  prince 
accordingly  instructed  the  Sirdar 
to  advance  from  Erivan  and  attack 
the  troops  on  their  way  from 
Azzarroon.  The  Sirdar  did  so, 
and  took  possession  of  the  town  of 
Korse,  a  frontier  military  station 
of  the  Turks  near  Armenia,  and 
lying  between  Erivan  and  Azzar- 
roon. 

The  Persians  were  subsequently 
joined  by  Selim  Pacha,  a  Kurdish 
rebel,  by  whose  aid  they  were 
enabled  to  obtain  considerable  ad¬ 
vantages.  The  prince  royal  him¬ 
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self,  on  the  1st  of  July,  marched 
from  Tabriz  with  his  army  ;  and, 
on  the  3rd  of  August,  attacked 
the  Turks,  who,  in  less  than  an 
hour,  were  completely  defeated, 
with  the  loss  of  their  tents  and 
baggage,  ten  4-pounders,  two  12- 
pounders,  one  14-pounder,  one  16- 
pounder,  and  one  mortar.  The 
Persians  pursued  them  to  within 
two  days’  march  of  Azzarroon ; 
and  there  was  every  probability 
that  that  place  would  have  fallen 
into  their  hands,  but  the  cholera- 
morbus  began  to  prevail  among 
the  victorious  troops,  and  fatigue 
rendering  the  disease  mortal,  the 
prince  royal  and  his  army  returned 
to  Tabriz  with  the  spoils  they  had 
taken. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Schah 
himself  directed  his  march  against 
Bagdad ;  the  inhabitants  of  which, 
it  was  supposed,  were  extremely 
inclined  to  open  their  gates  to 
him.  Among  his  retinue  was  that 
Abbas  Mirza,  who  had  so  long 
resided  in  London  as  ambassador. 

The  internal  dissensions,  which 
had  distracted  Morocco,  came  this 
year  to  a  conclusion.  Muley 
Zeid,  the  competitor  for  the 
throne,  was  delivered  up  to  his 
uncle  Muley  Solomon,  and  impri¬ 
soned.  The  authority  of  the  aged 
emperor  was  completely  re-estab¬ 
lished  both  in  old  Fez  and  Te- 
tuan. 
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CHAP.  XV. 


The  United  States—  Their  Recognition  of  the  South  American. 
Governments — The  Canadian  Boundary  settled— Award  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  with  respect  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent— Commer¬ 
cial  Relations  with  France — Their  Revenue  —  President' s  Speech — 
Columbia — Siege  of  Porto  Cabello — Operations  of  Morales — Quito 
submits  to  Bolivar — Zea's  proceedings  in  Europe — Peru — Military 
Operation  and  Positions  of  San  Martin  and  the  Spaniards — Sam 
Martins  Assumption  of  Power — Separation  of  Lord  Cochrane 
from  San  Martin—' Ciiili — The  Congress — Dismissal  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Director- — Appointment  of  a  Junta  at  Buenos  Ayres — 
—Mexico — Iturbide  proclaimed  Emperor- — Discontent — Iturbide's 
Tyranny  —  Hayti  —  Porto  Rico — Affray  with  the  Chinese ;  and 
Hayti  Interruption  of  the  English  Trade  at  Canton. 


THE  United  States  continued 
to  pursue  the  quiet  tenor  of 
their  way,  attentive  to  develope 
every  source  of  internal  prosperity 
and  watchful  in  observing  every 
external  event  that  might  affect 
their  interests.  On  the  8th  of 
March,  a  message  of  the  president 
recommended  to  the  congress  the 
recognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  South  American  republics. 
The  committee,  to  whom  the  mes¬ 
sage  was  referred,  reported  in 
favour  of  the  proposition,  and  the 
report  was  affirmed  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  only  one 
dissenting  voice.  The  measure 
was  finally  ratified,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  vain  remonstrances  and 
protests  of  the  Spanish  ambassador; 
and  the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  appropriated,  to  meet 
the  charges  of  diplomatic  inter¬ 
course  with  the  new  governments. 

The  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  our  Canadian 
possessions,  was  settled  by  commis¬ 


sioners  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
In  the  decision,  our  commissioners, 
it  was  said,  shewed  either  great 
ignorance  of  or  great  inattention 
to  the  interests  of  our  colonists ; 
for  the  frontier  line  was  so  drawn, 
as  in  some  parts  to  deprive  us  of 
the  benefit  of  the  navigation  of 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

The  first  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  stipulated  that  “  all  terri¬ 
tory,  places,  and  possessions,  taken 
by  either  party  from  the  other, 
during  the  war,  or  which  might 
be  taken  after  the  signing  of  the 
treaty,  excepting  only  the  islands 
thereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be 
restored  without  delay,  and  with¬ 
out  causing  any  destruction,  or 
carrying  away  any  of  the  artillery, 
or  other  property  originally  cap¬ 
tured  in  said  forts  or  places,  which 
should  remain  therein  upon  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
said  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other 
private  property.”  Doubts  having 
afterwards  arisen  with  respect  to 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[281 


the  construction  of  this  article,  the 
points  in  dispute  were,  by  a  sub¬ 
sequent  convention,  referred  to  the 
arbitration  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia.  His  award  was  now 
given :  cc  the  emperor,”  said  this 
award,  “  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
United  States  of  America  are  en¬ 
titled  to  a  just  indemnification  for 
all  the  private  property  carried 
away  by  the  British  forces;  and 
as  the  question  regards  slaves  more 
especially,  for  all  such  slaves  as 
were  carried  away  by  the  British 
forces  from  the  places  and  terri¬ 
tories  of  which  the  restitution  is 
stipulated  by  the  treaty,  in  quit¬ 
ting  the  said  places  and  territo¬ 
ries  :  And  further,  that  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  con¬ 
sider  as  having  been  so  carried 
away,  all  such  slaves  as  may  have 
been  transported  from  the  above- 
mentioned  territories  on  board  of 
the  British  vessels  within  the 
waters  of  the  said  territories,  and 
who  for  this  reason  have  not  been 
restored.” 

The  measures  of  reprisal,  pur¬ 
sued  by  the  American  government, 
compelled  France  to  abolish  the 
heavy  tonnage  duty  on  American 
ships ;  and  a  treaty  of  navigation, 
on  terms  of  reciprocity,  was  con¬ 
cluded  between  them. 

The  finances  of  the  Union  were 
in  a  flourishing  state.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  into  the  Treasury  for  the 
three  quarters  ending  with  the 
3 Oth  September,  1822,  amounted  to 
14,745,000  dollars;  the  payments 
fell  short  of  the  receipts  by  nearly 
2,500,000  dollars,  besides  dis¬ 
charging  all  current  expenses,  in¬ 
cluding  the  interest  and  re-imburse- 
ment  of  the  debt :  part  of  the  6 
per  cent  stock  was  redeemed ;  and 
it  was  estimated,  that  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1823,  the  absolute  ba¬ 
lance  in  the  Treasury  would  be 


nearly  three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  gross  amount  of  duties,  from 
the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th 
of  September,  1822,  exceeded 
19; 5 00,000  dollars;  and,  on  the 
1st  of  January  1823,  was  expected 
to  reach  the  amount  of  23,000,000 
dollars. 

The  congress  met  on  the  3rd  of 
Dec.  1822.  The  speech  of  the  pre¬ 
sident  gave,  as  usual,  a  distinct 
and  very  flattering  view  of  the 
situation  of  the  country.  The 
president  stated  in  it,  that  the 
native  manufactures  had  been 
augmented,  and  earnestly  pressed 
the  encouragement  of  them  on  the 
attention  of  the  congress.  He 
denominated  freedom  of  commerce 
an  abstract  doctrine,  and  thought 
that  the  duties  on  certain  foreign 
articles  might  be  increased  with 
advantage. 

The  congress  of  Columbia,  as¬ 
sembled  at  Sta.  Fe  de  Bogota  was 
occupied  in  giving  an  internal 
organization  to  a  country,  which, 
after  years  of  desolating  war,  had 
now  a  reasonable  prospect  of  en¬ 
joying  a  period  of  peace.  Its  in¬ 
dependence  was  firmly  established ; 
and  it  found  some  additional  secu¬ 
rity  in  the  steps  wdiich  Yucatan  and 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama  took,  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  Spanish  su¬ 
premacy.  The  siege  of  Porto 
Cabello  was  continued ;  and  though 
some  advantageous  positions  close 
to  it  were  carried  by  the  re¬ 
publicans,  the  fortress  itself  still 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards.  It  was  too  strong  to 
be  carried  by  storm ;  and  the 
superiority  of  the  Spanish  squa¬ 
dron  rendered  the  blockade  in¬ 
effectual,  by  giving  the  besieged 
the  means  of  constant  naval  com¬ 
munication.  Morales,  the  Spanish 
general,  availed  himself  of  this  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  make  frequent  descents 
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on  various  parts  of  the  coast,  by 
which  he  gained  the  treble  benefit 
of  harassing  the  enemy,  of  pro¬ 
curing  supplies  of  necessaries,  and 
of  enriching  his  troops  with 
plunder,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  ran  little  risk  of  having  his 
retreat  cut  off.  In  these  expedi¬ 
tions,  he  sustained  many  checks.; 
hut  whenever  fortune  failed  him, 
he  hastened  hack  to  his  fortress, 
and  having  there  recruited  him¬ 
self,  soon  sallied  forth  again. 
Thus  on  the  11th  of  August,  he 
was  defeated  in  an  attempt  on 
Valencia  and  Caraccas,  and  was 
forced  to  retreat  to  Porto  Cabello : 
yet,  on  the  26th  of  August,  he 
was  again  at  sea,  dispersed  a  Co¬ 
lumbian  detachment  which  op¬ 
posed  him,  and  took  temporary 
possession  of  Maracaibo. 

The  president  Bolivar,  choosing 
for  himself  a  more  easy  and  more 
dazzling  task  than  that  of  reducing 
Porto  Cabello,  proceeded  with  a 
considerable  force  towards  Quito, 
in  order  to  annex  that  province  to 
the  Columbian  republic.  He  was 
opposed  by  an  army  of  royalists 
which  was  commanded  by  general 
Murgeon,  the  late  governor  of 
Panama:  on  the  other  hand,  a 
division  of  San  Martin’s  army 
advanced  from  the  South  to  co¬ 
operate  with  him.  Two  engage¬ 
ments  took  place  at  Bombona  and 
Pichincha,  in  both  of  which  the 
independents  were  victorious.  The 
Spanish  troops  having  then  capi¬ 
tulated,  Bolivar  entered  Pastos  on 
the  8th  of  June.  Quito  had  been 
occupied  in  his  name  on  the  25tli 
of  May.  He  afterwards  repaired 
to  Guyaquil. 

Columbia  undoubtedly  was  now 
independent  de  facto;  and  a  M, 
Zea,  who  had  for  some  time  acted  as 
her  agent  in  Europe,  determined 
that  the  new  republic  should  be 


forthwith  acknowledged  by  foreign 
powers.  For  this  purpose,  he  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  F rench  minister  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  and  to  all  the  foreign 
ambassadors  at  Paris,  a  very  long 
note,  in  which  he  demanded  the  re¬ 
cognition  of  Columbia ;  and,  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  make  that  recognition, 
stated  the  intentions  of  his  govern¬ 
ment.  These  were  in  substance— 
that  Columbia  would  not  commu¬ 
nicate  with  governments,  which  did 
not  on  their  side  recognize  her  in¬ 
dependence  ;  that  all  commerce, 
access,  abode  in  the  ports  and  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Columbia,  would  be  open 
and  ensured  with  full  liberty, 
safety,  toleration  and  reciprocity, 
to  all  nations  whose  governments 
should  recognize  that  of  Columbia ; 
that  those  same  ports  and  territory 
should  remain  closed  against  the 
subjects  of  such  states  as  should 
not  recognize  that  of  Columbia; 
that  delays  should  be  established 
for  admission  to  the  ports  and  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Columbia,  proportioned 
to  the  delay  which  the  proposed 
recognition  should  experience ;  and 
that  measures  would  be  taken  by 
the  government  of  Columbia  to  pro¬ 
hibit  all  merchandise  coming  from 
countries,  the  governments  of  which 
refused  or  delayed  to  recognize  it. 

This  document  was,  in  every 
respect,  an  instance  of  extreme 
folly ;  and  formed  a  strong  con¬ 
trast  to  the  prudence  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  Chile,  which,  though 
they  had  been  independent  for 
years,  had  never  thought  it  worth 
their  while  to  make  the  demand, 
on  which  M.  Zea  now  so  boldly 
insisted.  His  note  produced  no 
recognitions;  yet  the  ports  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  continued  open. 

In  Peru,  the  royalists  had  retired 
into  the  mountainous  district 
southward  of  Lima,  where  they 
mustered  a  considerable  strength. 
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In  April  one  of  their  divisions,  under 
Canterac,  approached  a  strong  body 
of  San  Martin's  troop  commanded  by 
general  Tristan,  who  was  stationed 
at  lea,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pisco,  and,  surprising  them  during 
the  night  in  their  encampment,  com¬ 
pletely  defeated  them.  This  ad¬ 
vantage,  however,  was  of  no  per¬ 
manent  benefit  to  the  cause  of  the 
royalists ;  to  defend  themselves  in 
the  Sierra,  seemed  to  be  all  that 
they  aimed  at.  In  the  beginning 
of  June,  general  Canterac,  was  at 
Huaca  with  3,000  men ;  La  Serna 
(the  late  viceroy)  had  2,000  at 
Cuzco ;  and  Valdes  1,000  at  Are- 
qnipa.  Besides  these,  the  auxilia¬ 
ries,  under  Ramirez,  amounted  to, 
it  was  said,  between  3,000  and 
4,000  men.  Arequipa,  and  the 
whole  country  from  Nasca  to  Co- 
bissa,  continued  in  the  possession 
of  the  royalists. 

They  were,  however,  in  a  state 
of  disunion  among  themselves ; 
occasioned  by  the  attempts  of  Can¬ 
terac  and  V aides,  who  had  been 
principally  active  in  the  deposition 
of  the  late  viceroy  Pezuela,  to  de¬ 
prive  Ramirez,  governor  of  Are¬ 
quipa,  of  the  military  command 
which  he  now  held.  The  inde¬ 
pendents  mustered  about  6,000 
men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lima, 
and  3,000  men  at  Cuenca ;  and 
with  this  force,  San  Martin  pre¬ 
pared  to  expel  the  Spaniards  from 
the  three  provinces,  which  were 
still  in  their  occupation.  That  he 
did  not  prosecute  this  object  more 
actively,  arose  probably  from  a 
conviction,  that,  though  La 
Serna  might  continue  the  war,  he 
could  never  regain  possession  of 
the  country.  Delay,  therefore, 
was  of  little  consequence ;  for  time 
itself  would  diminish  the  numbers, 
and  quench  the  hopes  and  the  zeal 


of  a  handful  of  men,  who  were 
without  the  means  of  recruiting 
their  strength ;  and,  perhaps,  the 
presence  of  an  enemy,  strong 
enough  to  command  respect,  though 
too  weak  to  be  a  source  of  serious 
danger,  was  not  unfavourable  to 
the  continuance  of  San  Martin's 
present  power,  and  to  the  plans  of 
future  aggrandizement,  which  he 
seemed  to  be  meditating.  From 
the  moment  that  he  entered  Lima, 
he  forgot  that  he  was  a  servant  of 
Chile ;  he  acted  first  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  commander,  who  owed  no 
one  any  account  of  his  transactions, 
and  then  as  the  effective  sovereign 
of  the  country,  which  he  pretended 
to  have  liberated.  He  assumed 
the  title  of  Protector  of  Peru,  and 
subsequently  published  a  statute 
by  which  the  prerogatives  attached 
to  that  title  were  defined,  and  a 
provisional  constitution  was  estab¬ 
lished.  No  legitimate  sovereign 
could  desire  more  ample  powers, 
than  those  which  San  Martin  here 
reserved  to  himself. 

“  The  supreme  directing  power,” 
says  this  instrument,  te  of  the  free 
departments  of  the  state  of  Peru 
resides  now  in  the  protector.  His 
powers  emanate  from  the  empire 
of  necessity — from  the  force  of 
reason — from  the  exigence  of  the 
public  good.  He  is  generalissimo 
of  the  forces  by  land  and  by  sea : 
and  it  being  his  principal  duty  to 
give  freedom  to  all  the  towns  which 
compose  an  integral  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  state,  he  shall  have 
the  power  to  augment  or  to  dimi¬ 
nish  the  armed  force  as  he  shall 
think  proper :  he  shall  have  the 
power  of  imposing  contributions,  of 
establishing  duties,  of  exacting  loans 
to  defray  the  public  charges,  on  con¬ 
sulting  with  the  council  of  state  : 
He  shall  form  regulations  for 
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the  better  organization  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces,  including 
the  militia  of  the  state : — He  shall 
regulate  internal  and  external  trade 
conformably  to  the  liberal  prin¬ 
ciples,  on  which  the  prosperity  of 
the  country  essentially  depends : 
—  He  shall  make  the  reforms, 
which  he  may  judge  necessary,  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  public 
administration,  abolishing  the 
offices  which  existed  under  the  an¬ 
cient  regime,  and  creating  new  ones : 

• — He  shall  appoint  envoys  and 
consuls  to  foreign  courts,  and  pro¬ 
mote  the  recognition  of  Peruvian 
independence,  forming  political  or 
commercial  treaties  in  accordance 
with  the  interests  of  the  country, 
on  consulting  with  the  council  of 
state.”  San  Martin  cautiously 
avoided  intimating,  how  long  his 
protectorship  was  to  last.  “  I 
venture,”  said  he,  to  hope,  that 
1  shall  he  able  in  time  to  lay  down 
the  power  which  I  have  taken  upon 
myself,  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  faithfully  exercised  it.  If, 
after  having  freed  Peru  from  its 
oppressors,  I  shall  go  to  seek,  in 
private  life,  my  last  felicity,  I 
shall  consecrate  the  rest  of  my 
days  in  contemplating  the  bene¬ 
ficence  of  the  Great  Author  of  the 
universe;  and  in  renewing  my 
vows  for  the  continuance  of  his 
propitious  influence  on  the  lot  of 
future  generations.”  The  Roman 
Catholic  religion  was  declared  to 
be  the  religion  of  the  state  :  to 
entitle  those  who  dissented  from 
it  to  follow  their  own  faith,  a 
license  was  requisite.  The  con¬ 
vocation  of  a  legislative  assembly 
was  announced,  from  which  a 
permanent  constitution  was  ex¬ 
pected. 

In  the  mean  time,  San  Martin 
exercised  his  power,  in  a  mode, 


which  was  exceedingly  vexatious 
to  foreigners.  Their  ships  were 
pressed  into  his  transport  service  ; 
and  a  code  of  prize  law  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  him,  under  which  vessels 
were  detained  and  condemned  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Peruvian  au¬ 
thorities.  A  blockade  had  been 
proclaimed  of  the  coast,  which  was 
in  the  occupation  of  the  Spaniards ; 
and  alleged  violations  of  this 
blockade  afforded  pretexts  for  nu¬ 
merous  seizures.  Yet  what  right 
had  Peru  to  proclaim  a  blockade, 
while  a  foreign  adventurer  had 
possession  of  only  part  of  the 
country,  the  remainder  of  it  being 
under  the  power  of  the  former 
government,  whose  armies  he  de¬ 
clined  meeting  in  the  field  ?  And 
even  if  there  had  been  any  right, 
no  blockade  existed  de  facto.  In¬ 
deed,  the  Peruvian  government 
had  not  the  means  of  impeding 
the  commercial  intercourse  of  a 
single  harbour.  For  though  the 
Chilian  fleet  was  triumphant  in 
the  Pacific,  that  fleet  was  no  longer 
co-operating  with  San  Martin. 
From  the  moment  of  the  fall  of 
Lima,  and  the  general’s  assump¬ 
tion  of  supreme  authority,  lord 
Cochrane  ceased  to  consider  him¬ 
self  as  in  the  same  service  with 
San  Martin.  The  coolness,  which 
thus  arose  between  these  com¬ 
manders,  was  increased,  when  San 
Martin  declined  to  give  battle  to 
the  Spanish  forces  under  the  walls 
of  Lima,  or  in  front  of  Callao,  al¬ 
though  lord  Cochrane  strongly 
urged  him  to  do  so,  as  the  certain 
means  of  at  once  annihilating  the 
enemy.  The  capitulation  of  Callao, 
concluded  without  the  concurrence 
of  lord  Cochrane,  and  restoring  all 
Spanisli  property,  widened  the 
breach  still  more.  The  Chilian 
fleet,  the  interests  of  which  were 
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entirely  forgotten  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion,  showed  a  mutinous  spirit ; 
and  the  foreign  seamen,  who  had 
been  buoyed  up  with  the  hope  of 
immense  prize-money  at  Callao, 
were  so  clamorous  for  the  arrears 
of  their  pay,  that  lord  Cochrane 
found  himself  compelled  to  satisfy 
them  out  of  the  money  which  had 
been  put  on  board  the  transports, 
for  the  sake  of  greater  security, 
while  the  Spanish  forces  were  near 
the  coast,  and  which  San  Martin 
was  anxious  to  reserve  for  his  own 
use.  Two  Spanish  frigates  and 
a  corvette  had  been,  by  a  conven¬ 
tion  dated  the  15th  of  February, 
surrendered  by  the  governor 
of  Guyaquii  to  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  of  Peru.  Lord  Cochrane 
seized  one  of  these  frigates  by 
force  ;  and,  had  not  the  other  been 
secured  in  the  harbour  of  Callao, 
would  have  taken  possession  of 
her  too.  There  was,  therefore,  no 
longer  any  co-operation  between 
San  Martin's  army,  which  had 
once  been  Chilian,  and  lord  Coch¬ 
rane's  fleet,  which  was  Chilian  still. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
the  southern  districts  of  Chile 
were  disturbed  by  a  predatory 
chief,  named  Benavides  ;  but  tran¬ 
quillity  was  speedily  restored.  On 
the  23rd  of  July,  a  congress  was 
held  at  St.  Jago,  when  the  supreme 
director  O’Higgins  formally  re¬ 
signed  his  high  office.  He  was 
immediately  re-elected.  A  few 
weeks  afterwards,  he  was  deprived, 
by  an  insurrection,  of  the  dignity 
which  he  had  long  exercised  with 
great  prudence  and  moderation. 
The  proceedings  of  the  finance 
minister  had  created  general  dis¬ 
satisfaction  :  the  province  of  Con¬ 
ception  rose  in  arms  ;  and  the  result 
was,  that  the  existing  authorities 
were  overturned,  and  a  junta  of 
three  persons  appointed  to  carry 


[285 

on  the  government.  The  late 
supreme  director  and  senate  had 
succeeded  in  raising  in  London,  in 
the  month  of  June,  700,000/. 
sterling  on  bonds  for  one  million, 
and  carrying  O  per  cent  interest  on 
their  nominal  amount. 

The  provinces  of  the  River 
Plate  still  contiuued  disunited, 
though  tolerably  tranquil.  A  con¬ 
spiracy  to  effect  a  revolution  in 
Buenos  Ayres,  was  detected  and 
crushed  by  the  vigilance  of  Riva- 
davia. 

In  February,  the  Mexican  con¬ 
gress  met.  The  intelligence  that 
Spain  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty 
of  Cordova,  having  put  an  end  to 
the  scheme  of  elevating  a  prince 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon  to  the 
throne,  the  chief  Iturbide  resolved 
to  grasp  the  vacant  sceptre  with 
his  own  hand.  For  this  purpose, 
he  formed  a  party  ih  the  congress, 
which,  though  in  itself  weak, 
might  be  able,  when  aided  by  the 
rabble  and  the  common  soldiers, 
whom  he  had  seduced  into  his 
views,  to  accomplish  his  end.  On 
the  evening  of  the  18th  of  May, 
some  of  the  troops,  intoxicated 
with  liquor,  assembled  in  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  manner  at  the  theatre,  and 
loading  their  muskets  with  balls, 
compelled  the  people  to  cry  out, 
“  Long  live  Augustin  the  First !” 
Then  issuing  from  the  theatre, 
they  ran  through  the  streets, 
abusing  their  opponents,  and  vo¬ 
ciferating,  “  Long  live  the  Em¬ 
peror  !''  The  weak  and  timorous 
were  obliged  to  join  in  the  cry, 
and  the  bells  of  the  churches  were 
rung  during  the  whole  night. 
At  daylight  on  the  19th,  the  pre¬ 
sident  and  all  the  deputies  of  the 
congress  were  summoned  to  as¬ 
semble.  The  deputies,  who  were 
hostile  to  Iturbide,  were  prevented 
from  attending ;  and  thus  the  ses- 
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sion  was  composed  only  of  the 
members  of  his  party. 

The  result  was  such  as  was  an¬ 
ticipated.  The  crowd  broke  into 
the  hall  of  the  congress,  and  Itur- 
bide  was  called  for  by  acclamation. 
He  came ;  and  in  his  presence  the 
deputies  began  to  deliberate,  whe¬ 
ther  they  would  acknowledge  him 
instantly,  or  wait  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  will  of  the  provinces, 
as  several  members  had  affirmed, 
they  had  not  the  power  to  consent 
to  his  pretensions.  Meanwhile,  the 
galleries,  which  were  filled  with 
the  populace,  cried,  that  before 
half  an  hour  they  would  crown 
Iturbide.  The  seats  of  the  depu¬ 
ties  were  filled  with  friars,  officers, 
and  the  mob,  well  armed  with 
swords  and  poniards ;  who,  if 
any  one  even  apparently  op¬ 
posed  the  coronation,  exclaimed, 
“  Let  him  die,  he  is  a  traitor.” 
The  congress  at  last  resolved  to 
vote  with  closed  doors ;  but  the 
factious,  fearing  that  the  issue 
might  not  answer  their  purpose, 
insisted  they  should  not  vote,  but 
nominate  by  acclamation.  The 
deputies,  however,  commenced 
voting ;  65  were  in  favour  of  the 
measure ;  and,  though  that  number 
was  one-third  only  of  the  congress, 
Iturbide  was  proclaimed  emperor 
of  Mexico. 

The  difficulty  of  maintaining 
himself  in  this  elevation,  was  ob¬ 
viously  very  great.  The  partisans 
of  ancient  institutions  could  not 
but  loath  a  needv  adventurer  :  the 
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friends  of  revolution  could  not  but 
detest  a  military  despot.  All  the 
antient  and  wealthy  Spanish  fami¬ 
lies  were  his  enemies,  either  from 
their  attachment  to  Old  Spain,  or 
from  indignation  at  seeing  a  man 
of  inferior  rank  raised  to  the  su¬ 
preme  power.  In  spite  of  the  most 
rigorous  edicts  to  prevent  the 


removal  of  money  to  Europe, 
they  succeeded  in  shipping  off  a 
large  portion  of  it,  or,  what  pro¬ 
duced  the  same  effect  of  im¬ 
poverishing  the  country,  contrived 
to  conceal  it.  Iturbide,  therefore, 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  raise 
the  funds  requisite  for  supporting 
his  new  dignity  with  appropriate 
splendor.  All  the  bishops  refused 
to  crown  him,  unless  with  the 
consent  of  the  metropolitan  ;  and 
that  prelate  withheld  it,  partly  on 
account  of  some  scruples,  lest  his 
conduct  should  be  disapproved  by 
the  See  of  Rome,  whose  supre¬ 
macy  was  still  admitted ;  and 
partly  influenced  by  his  adherence 
to  the  high  aristocratical  party, 
which  was  opposed  to  the  eleotion 
of  Iturbide. 

The  general  discontent  was  not 
lessened  by  the  mode  in  which 
the  new  emperor  exercised  his 
power.  His  wants  obliged  him  to 
have  recourse  to  arbitrary  exac¬ 
tions  ;  the  necessity  of  conciliating 
the  soldiery  compelled  him  to  give 
ample  scope  to  their  licentiousness, 
which  put  an  end  to  all  security 
either  of  person  or  property.  The 
houses  of  the  wealthy  were  at¬ 
tacked  and  plundered ;  assassina¬ 
tions  were  frequent ;  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  desire  of  emigrating,  which 
prevailed  among  all  the  Europeans, 
was  checked  only  by  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  obtaining  passports. 
Chiefs  of  great  influence  retired 
into  their  provinces,  and  many  of 
the  deputies  withdrew  from  the 
Cortes.  Iturbide,  to  ensure  his 
own  safety,  now  adopted  measures 
of  increased  severity.  Deputies  were 
imprisoned ;  multitudes  of  private 
individuals  were  arrested ;  mili¬ 
tary  tribunals  of  public  safety  su¬ 
perseded  the  ordinary  courts  of 
justice.  Such  was  the  state  of 
Mexico  in  the  month  of  September. 
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The  discontent  increased,  and  was 
loudly  expressed.  Numerous  ad¬ 
dresses  were  presented  to  Iturbide 
from  various  public  bodies  and  dis¬ 
tricts,  complaining  of  the  oppres¬ 
sions  of  his  government,  upbraid¬ 
ing  him  with  the  violation  of  his 
oaths,  insisting  on  the  removal 
and  punishment  of  his  ministers, 
on  the  suppression  of  the  military 
tribunals,  and  on  the  release  of  the 
imprisoned  deputies  and  of  the 
persons  who  had  been  arrested  on 
suspicion,  and  demanding  further 
that  the  congress  should  imme¬ 
diately  assemble  at  a  place  selected 
by  themselves,  where  they  might 
deliberate  in  freedom.  The  uni¬ 
versal  dissatisfaction  ended,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  in  the 
deposition  of  Iturbide,  who  was 
permitted  to  retire  into  private 
life,  not  only  in  safety,  but  with 
the  allowance  of  a  liberal  pension. 

The  castle  of  San  Juan  de 
Ulloa,  commanding  the  harbour 
of  Vera  Cruz,  was  still  held  by  a 
Spanish  garrison  for  the  Spanish 
crown. 

The  government  of  Hayti  was 
alarmed,  in  the  month  of  F  ebruary, 
by  the  appearance  of  some  French 
ships  of  war  in  the  bay  of  Samaria, 
where  a  hostile  disembarkation 
was  made.  What  the  object  of 
this  proceeding  was,  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  clearly  ascer¬ 
tained.  The  attack,  however,  was 
repelled  by  the  Haytian  authori¬ 
ties  :  and  an  embargo  laid  on  all 
French  ships.  The  embargo  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  7th  of  April,  when 
it  was  removed  on  an  understand¬ 
ing,  that  the  slaves,  which  the 
French  had  carried  off,  should  be 
restored. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  several 
members  of  the  legislative  bodv 
were  arrested  for  presenting  to  it 
an  incendiarv  writing.  One  of 
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these,  Darfour,  was  executed  on 
the  2nd  of  September.  General 
Romaine  also  was  executed  very 
suddenly,  on  suspicion  of  being 
concerned  in  some  intrigues  hostile 
to  Boyer.  The  representatives, 
who  were  imprisoned,  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  offices  which  thev 

y 

held,  and  were  expelled  from  the 
legislative  body. 

In  September,  a  number  of  ad¬ 
venturers  landed  at  Mayaque  in 
Porto  Rico,  where  they  issued  a 
proclamation,  announcing  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  an  independent 
state  in  that  island,  under  the 
name  of  the  republic  of  Boiiqua. 
The  proclamation  was  signed  by 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Ducondra, 
who  styled  himself  President,  and 
by  one,  Irvine,  as  secretary  of 
state. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
our  trade  with  China  was  sus¬ 
pended,  in  consequence  of  an 
affray,  which  happened  between 
the  crew  of  the  Topaze  frigate  and 
some  of  the  natives.  The  frigate 
had  sent  several  parties  on  shore, 
and  among  the  rest  a  party  to  cut 
brooms.  Chinese  property  is  mi¬ 
nutely  divided,  and  consequently 
any  given  portion  of  it  is  the 
more  valuable  to  its  owners.  This 
invasion  of  it  was  therefore  at  first 
resented,  and  at  length  resisted. 
The  peasants  and  labourers  mus¬ 
tered  in  force,  and  as  the  party  of 
sailors  was  small,  drove  them 
from  their  grounds,  pursuing  them 
to  the  water’s  edge,  when  they 
were  surprised  by  a  fire  from  the 
guns  of  the  frigate,  intended  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  crew. 
The  natives  took  to  their  heels, 
when  they  saw  additional  num¬ 
bers  of  seamen,  armed  with  cut¬ 
lasses,  landing  to  support  their 
companions.  The  latter  pursued 
them  to  their  village,  where,  in- 
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furiated  with  previous  resistance, 
and  uncontrolled  by  the  presence 
of  their  officers,  they  committed 
disgraceful  outrages  and  indiscri¬ 
minate  cruelties,  wounding  or 
cutting  down  all  who  came  in 
their  way,  and  even  pulling  down 
hovels,  that  they  might  reach  the 
poor  creatures  who  sought  shelter 
in  them.  Only  two  Chinese  were 
killed,  but  many  were  severely 
hurt. 

The  governor  of  Canton  imme¬ 
diately  demanded  that  two  of  the 
crew  of  the  frigate  should  be  de¬ 
livered  up,  to  atone  by  their  death 
for  the  two  Chinese  lives  that  had 
been  lost.  This  was  refused  :  the 
governor  persisted  in  his  demand, 
rendered  probably  more  obstinate 
than  he  otherwise  would  have 
been  by  the  obsequiousness  of  an 
American  ship,  a  short  time  be¬ 
fore  this  affray,  in  delivering  up 


one  of  the  sailors  who  was  accused 
of  having  accidentally  killed  a 
native  woman  [hee  Chronicle  p. 
79].  The  Topaze,  instead  of 
complying,  sailed  awTay.  The 
consequence  of  these  refusals  was, 
that  the  factory  and  the  trading 
ships  were  ordered  to  quit  Canton. 
This  was  done,  and  the  vessels 
fell  down  the  river.  The  nego¬ 
tiations  in  the  mean  time  con¬ 
tinued  :  great  local  interests  were 
concerned  in  the  continuance  of 
our  commerce  ;  and  at  last,  with¬ 
out  any  submission  on  our  part, 
the  quarrel  was  terminated  by  an 
edict,  dated  the  20th  of  February, 
which  re-established  our  trade  on 
its  former  footing.  This  result 
was  the  more  satisfactory  :  as  it 
was  an  admission  by  the  Chinese, 
that  our  merchants  and  traders 
were  not  responsible  for  acts  com¬ 
mitted  by  our  ships  of  war. 
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IN  the  last  year  the  amount  of 
gold  brought  into  the  Mint  and 
coined,  was  9,520,7581.  13-y.  Kki 
The  amount  of  Bank  of  England 
notes  in  circulation  was,  in  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1821,  from  21,571*714/.  to 
25,904,357^.,*  andin  January,  1822, 
from  16,566,720/.  to  20,283,480/. 
Thus  the  addition  made  to  the  cir¬ 
culation,  by  the  gold  coinage,  has 
been  greater,  by  four  millions,  than 
the  diminution  from  the  reduction 
of  Bank-notes. 

2.  The  King  v.  Weaver  and 
Others. — This  was  an  informa¬ 
tion  for  a  libel  upon  the  countess 
of  Jersey,  published  in  the  “  John 
Bull”  of  the  6th  of  May,  1821. 

Mr.  Scarlett  stated  the  case  for 
the  prosecution. 

Thomas  Wright,  clerk  to  the 
attorney  for  the  prosecution,  proved 
the  purchase  of  a  “  John  Bull,” 
containing  the  libel  in  question. 
He  bought  it  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1821,  at  No.  11,  Johnson’s-court, 
Fleet-street.  The  house  had  the 
appearance  of  a  private  house.  The 
words  “  Shackell  and  Arrowsmith, 
printers,”  were  over  the  door. 
Witness  heard  presses  at  work, 
when  he  bought  the  paper. 

The  copy  of  the  usual  affidavit 
was  then  produced  from  the  Stamp- 
office,  to  prove  the  property  of  the 
defendants  in  the  paper.  It  treated 
Weaver  as  printer  and  publisher, 
Vol.  LXIV. 


and  Shackell  and  Arrowsmith  as 
joint  proprietors,  of  a  certain  paper 
called  “  John  Bull,”  published  at 
No.  9,  Dyer’s  Buildings,  Holbom. 

The  paper  bought  by  Wright 
on  the  1st  of  June  was  then  put  in. 

The  Solicitor  General,  after  re¬ 
questing  to  see  it,'  objected  to  it  as 
evidence.  The  statute,  which  made 
the  copy  of  the  Stamp-office  affidavit 
evidence,  was  imperative,  that  the 
paper  put  in  to  prove  the  libel 
must  be  printed  at  the  place  set 
forth  in  the  affidavit.  The  affidavit, 
in  the  present  case,  spoke  of  a 
John  Bull  printed  in  Dyer’s-build- 
ings,  Holbom.  The  John  Bull 
put  in  by  Wright  purported  to  be 
printed  in  Johnson’s-court,  Fleet- 
street. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  that 
the  statute  ran  thus  : — The  name 
of  the  printer,  the  name  of  the 
publisher,  and  the  place  of  print¬ 
ing,  must  stand  exactly  the  same 
in  the  paper  produced,  as  in  the 
affidavit  brought  from  the  Stamp- 
office. 

Mr.  Scarlett  said,  that,  if  he  had 
been  provided  with  no  other  evi¬ 
dence  than  the  affidavit,  the  objec¬ 
tion  might  have  had  weight ;  but 
he  had  proved  the  purchase  of  the 
paper  in  question  at  the  office  of 
two  of  the  defendants. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  inti¬ 
mated,  that,  if  the  prosecution  could 
do  altogether  without  the  aid  of 
the  statute  (which  makes  the  copy 
of  the  affidavit  evidence  as  to  the 
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property),  Mr.  Scarlett  might  go 
on. 

Mr.  Scarlett  then  requested  time 
to  send  out  of  court ;  and  receiv¬ 
ing,  after  a  few  minutes,  an  answer 
to  his  message,  declared  that  he 
had  no  further  evidence  to  offer. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice.— “  Then 
against  Weaver  there  will  be  no 
evidence  at  all.” 

Mr.  Scarlett  contended,  that  the 
identity  of  the  newspaper  would 
still  be  a  question  of  fact  for  the 
jury.  He  had  shown  his  copy  to 
have  come  from  the  office  of  the 
John  Bull,  and  the  names  of  two 
of  the  defendants  to  have  been 
written  over  the  door. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  was 
bound  to  declare  that  the  Stamp- 
office  affidavit  (or  the  copy  of  it 
rather)  could  not  now  be  taken  at 
all  into  the  case.  That  affidavit 
was  made  evidence  by  the  statute, 
as  to  the  property,  &c.  of  the  paper 
therein  described ;  the  points  of 
description  being  distinctly  extend¬ 
ed  to  printers  name,  publisher s 
name,  and  place  of  printing.  Now 
the  paper  produced  by  the  prose¬ 
cution  was  not  (as  to  the  place  of 
printing  specified)  the  paper  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  affidavit. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  that 
whenever  a  change  of  place  or 
property  occurred,  a  fresh  affidavit 
was  made  at  the  Stamp-office.  The 
truth  was,  his  learned  friends  had,  by 
mistake,  gotten  the  wrong  affidavit. 

Mr.  Scarlett.— At  all  events, 
there  is  evidence  as  against  Shackell 
and  Arrowsmith. 

The  Solicitor  General,  in  rising 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  de¬ 
clared  his  unwillingness  to  enter 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
rested  his  cause  on  the  absence  of 
all  evidence,  that  could  fairly  or 
legally  fix  the  defendants  with  the 
crime  imputed  to  them. 


Lord  Chief  Justice — “The  pro¬ 
secutor  relied,  in  the  outset  of  his 
case,  upon  an  extremely  well- 
known  and  beneficial  act  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  makes  a  copy  of 
the  affidavit  filed  at  the  Stamp- 
office  evidence  of  property,  &c.,  so 
far  as  regards  the  newspaper  in 
that  affidavit  described.  The  news¬ 
paper,  however,  put  in  to-day  does 
not  correspond  with  the  descrip¬ 
tion  in  the  affidavit  produced  ;  and 
the  affidavit,  therefore  (which  is 
commonly  the  only  necessary  proof), 
should,  upon  this  occasion,  be 
laid  entirely  out  of  consideration. 
The  only  evidence  then  left  is 
that  of  the  witness  Wright.  He 
says  that  he  bought  the  paper 
produced,  at  a  certain  house  where 
f  Shackell  and  Arrowsmith,  print¬ 
ers,"  is  written  over  the  door ;  and 
it  is  for  you  to  declare,  in  the 
exercise  of  your  judgment,  whe¬ 
ther  that  testimony  satisfies  you, 
that  Shackell  and  Arrowsmith 
were  concerned  in  the  sale.  I, 
for  my  own  part,  am  bound  to  say, 
that  it  is  the  slightest  evidence 
upon  such  a  point  that  I  ever  re¬ 
member  to  have  heard  offered  to  a 
jury.” 

The  jury,  after  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour’s  consideration,  said, 
that  they  held  the  publication  to 
be  a  libel ;  but,  upon  the  ground 
of  defective  proof  as  to  the  pro¬ 
perty,  they  found  the  defendants 
■—Not  Guilty. 

Mr.  Scarlett  begged  that  his 
lordship  (the  chief  justice)  would 
certify,  that  the  cause  had  been 
tried  upon  probable  ground,  as 
such  certificate  was  important  in 
the  matter  of  costs. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said,  it 
was  a  case,  in  which  he  should  not 
hesitate  to  certify. 

Town-hall,  Southwark.  — 
Shocking  Murder _ Mr.  Alder- 
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man  J.  X  Smith,  the  acting  ma¬ 
gistrate  at  this  justice-room,  was 
engaged  for  a  considerable  time 
in  an  examination,  with  a  view 
to  the  discovery  of  the  murder¬ 
ers  of  a  male  infant,  which  had, 
it  seems,  been  found  by  a  water¬ 
man,  so  far  back  as  the  17th  of 
December,  upon  one  of  the  star¬ 
lings  on  the  west  side  of  London- 
bridge,  The  body  of  the  child 
was  wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of 
flannel,  and  inclosed,  together  with 
a  large  stone,  in  a  coarse  bag.  A 
coroner’s  inquest  had  been  held 
upon  it,  and  a  verdict  of  <e  murder” 
brought  in  against  some  person  or 
persons  unknown.  The  church¬ 
wardens  of  St.  Mary  Magnus,  in 
which  parish  the  body  was  found, 
had  offered  a  reward  of  5l.  for  the 
discovery  of  the  murderers,  and 
the  officers  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  had  been  using  every  dili¬ 
gence  to  obtain  some  clue  to  the 
perpetrators  thereof.  At  length. 
Welfare,  an  officer  of  this  esta¬ 
blishment,  got  private  information, 
that  a  young  woman  had  stated 
that  she  had  seen  a  child  thrown 
into  the  river.  He  succeeded  in 
tracing  this  young  woman  out, 
and  brought  her  up  to-day  before 
the  magistrate,  when  her  deposi¬ 
tion  was  taken.  It  was  to  the 
following  effect -That  her  name 
was  Elizabeth  Canty,  and  that, 
being  on  London-bridge,  in  her 
way  home  to  the  Borough,  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
12th  December,  she  observed  a 
man  with  something  wrapped  up 
in  his  arms,  which  she  soon  knew, 
from  its  cries,  to  be  an  infant.  He 
was  standing  over  the  first  arch  of 
the  south-east  part  of  the  bridge. 
He  looked  about  him  cautiously  on 
each  side,  to  see  if  he  was  observed, 
and  she  distinctlv  saw  him  thrust 


the  bundle  with  the  infant  through 
the  balustrades  of  the  bridge  into 
the  river.  Suspecting  his  inten¬ 
tion,  and  seeing  a  female  with  him, 
she  addressed  herself  to  her,  and 
said,  “  The  man  is  going  to  drown 
the  child to  which  the  woman 
replied,  “  What  is  that  to  you  or 
me? — mind  your  own  business.” 
While  this  conversation  was  pas¬ 
sing,  the  man  accomplished  his 
horrid  purpose,  which  was  no 
sooner  effected,  than  he  and  the 
woman  made  off  down  Tooley- 
street.  Though  the  deponent,  in 
her  way  home  down  Tooley-street, 
actually  followed  them  some  little 
way,  and  even  passed  'Welfare,  and 
Reeve  the  marshalman,  in  that 
street,  she  was  so  much  agitated, 
that  neither  then,  nor  at  the  time 
of  the  shocking  occurrence  she  had 
witnessed,  had  she  given  any 
alarm.  She  lost  sight  of  them, 
she  stated,  in  Tooley-street,  and 
went  herself  directly  home. 

3.  We  mentioned  in  our  former 
volume  the  pretended  miraculous 
cures  of  prince  Hohenlohe  :*  from 
the  following  advertisement,  which 
appeared  in  the  Times  newspaper 
of  this  date,  he  appears  to  be  mak¬ 
ing  converts  in  England  by  the 
mere  force  of  his  name : — 

“  To  Germans,  Foreign  Mer¬ 
chants,  and  Others. — Prince  Alex¬ 
ander,  of  Hohenlohe. — Whereas 
several  public  journals,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  have  announced  most 
extraordinary  cures  to  have  been 
performed  by  prince  Alexander,  of 
Hohenlohe,  this  is  to  entreat,  that 
any  one  who  can  give  unerring 
information  concerning  him,  where 
he  now  is,  or  of  his  intended  route, 
will  immediately  do  so;  and  they 


*  See  Annual  Register,  1821,  His¬ 
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will  thereby  confer  on  a  female 
labouring  under  what  is  considered 
an  incurable  malady,  an  obligation 
which  no  words  could  describe. 
Should  a  gentleman  give  the  in¬ 
formation.,  his  own  feelings  would 
sufficiently  recompense  him ;  but 
if  a  person  in  indigent  circum¬ 
stances,  10  guineas  will  be  with 
pleasure  given,  provided  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  his  information  can  be 
ascertained.  Address  to  A.  B.,  at 
Mrs.  Hedge’s,  laundress,  9,  Mount- 
row,  Davies-st.,  Berkeley-square.” 

Fire.1 — A  most  destructive  fire 
took  place  at  Seaton  Delaval,  the 
property  of  sir  Jacob  Astley, 
which  in  a  few  hours  consumed  that 
noble  mansion.  Every  endeavour 
to  preserve  the  body  of  the  build¬ 
ing  was  unavailing.  The  two 
wings  were  happily  saved  by  the 
great  and  active  exertions  used  in 
making  a  separation  between  them 
and  the  house.  The  fire  originated 
in  a  chimney,  to  which  a  large 
beam  of  wood  in  the  roof  was 
affixed  j  the  flames  burnt  with  such 
fury  as  to  bid  defiance  to  all  human 
efforts.  The  glass  in  the  windows, 
by  the  intense  heat,  was  reduced 
to  a  liquid  state,  and  the  lead  on 
the  roof  poured  down  like  water. 
The  fire  commenced  its  ravages 
about  four  o’clock,  and  it  was  nine 
before  it  could  be  checked. 

Prorogation  op  Parliament. 

• — At  three  o’clock,  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  and  lords  Cholmondeley 
and  Melville,  the  three  commis¬ 
sioners,  entered  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  yeoman  usher  (Mr. 
Quarme)  summoned  the  Commons. 
Mr.  W.  Ley  (in  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Rickman)  and  other  officers  of 
the  Commons  appeared  below  the 
bar.  The  lord  chancellor  said,  that 
they,  as  commissioners,  were  autho¬ 
rised  to  declare  the  parliament,  by 
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proclamation,  to  stand  further  pro¬ 
rogued  till  Tuesday,  the  5th  of 
February,  and  then  to  meet  “  for 
the  despatch  of  business.” 

Carlile’s  Shop. — A  new  mode 
has  been  adopted  for  avoiding  the 
penalty  of  selling  seditious  and 
blasphemous  libels.  The  little  par¬ 
lour,  which  adjoins  the  shop,  has 
been  converted  into  a  citadel ;  the 
glass  partition,  which  separates 
them,  is  closely  blinded,  and  the 
operations  are  carried  on  in  ambush 

JL 

behind  it ;  two  of  the  squares  of 
glass  have  been  taken  out,  and  in 
the  place  of  one  of  them  is  erected 
a  box  with  an  aperture  for  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  money,  over  which  is  an 
inscription  Put  your  money  in 
here and  in  the  place  of  the 
other,  a  contrivance  by  which  the 
pamphlet  wanted  is  slid  down  to 
the  purchaser  from  the  inside  of 
the  citadel.  This  machinery,  how¬ 
ever,  is  used  only  for  the  sale  of 
such  works,  as  have  already  been 
made  the  object  of  prosecution. 
The  seller  is  invisible,  and  the 
identification  of  his  person  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable,  unless  tho 
citadel  be  taken  by  storm.  Wad- 
dington,  heretofore  the  radical 
standard-bearer,  whose  own  expe¬ 
rience  has  procured  for  him  an 
extensive  acquaintance  with  the 
persons  of  officers  and  informers, 
has  assumed  the  command,  and 
conducts  the  operations  in  the  front 
shop,  where  the  sale  of  such  of 
Carlile’s  publications,  as  have  not  as 
yet  come  under  the  censure  of  the 
law,  is  carried  on  as  usual. 

4.  A  deputation  of  the  Farming 
Society  of  Ireland,  with  the  duke 
of  Leinster  at  their  head,  attended 
at  the  Castle  of  Dublin  on  Friday 
last,  and  presented  an  address  to 
the  lord  lieutenant.  They  claimed, 
under  their  charter,  his  excel- 


CHRO  N  ICLE. 


5 


Jan.J 

lency’s  patronage,  explained  the 
objects  of  their  institution,  lament¬ 
ed  the  obstacles  to  their  complete 
success,  which  had  been  lately  ex¬ 
perienced  from  the  limitation  of 
their  funds,  “  under  the  necessary 
system  of  general  retrenchment,” 
and  hoped  for  the  aid  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant  in  promoting  the  future 
efficacy  of  their  society.  Lord 
Wellesley,  in  his  answer,  after 
lamenting  that  the  efforts  of  the 
Farming  Society  for  the  diffusion 
of  industrious  habits  should  have 
been  fettered  by  the  unavoidable 
limitation  of  their  funds,  added  as 
follows  But  I  cannot  omit 
this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that 
it  is  not  less  my  inclination  than 
my  bounden  duty  to  give  every  aid 
to  the  progress  of  that  wise  and 
necessary  system  of  general  re¬ 
trenchment,  which  has  been  adopt¬ 
ed  by  his  majesty’s  government 
and  by  parliament,  and  which  is 
as  essential  to  the  true  dignity  of 
the  crown,  as  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  security  of  the 
state,  and  for  the  interest  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  people.” 

Court  of  King’s-bench, 
Guildhall.  — .  Before  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  a  Special  Jury. 
— The  King  v.  Weaver  and  Others. 
— This  was  an  indictment  against 
Weaver,  Shackell,  and  Arrow- 
smith,  for  a  series  of  libels  upon 
her  late  majesty  the  queen. 

Mr.  Tindall  opened  the  plead¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Denman,  in  rising  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  jury,  adverted  to  the  cir¬ 
cumstances,  which  gave  him  the 
leading  of  the  case.  The  standing, 
which  he  (with  his  friend  Mr. 
Brougham)  had  enjoyed  during 
her  majesty’s  life,  had  not,  in  the 
wisdom  of  those  who  directed  such 
arrangements,  been  continued  to 
either  of  them  since  her  death; 


and  therefore  it  was,  that  a  task 
devolved  on  him,  which  would 
have  been  executed  more  ably  by 
the  hand  to  which  it  had  been  ori¬ 
ginally  committed.  After  detail¬ 
ing  a  chain  of  circumstantial  evi¬ 
dence,  by  which  he  proposed  to 
prove  publication  against  the  de¬ 
fendants,  Mr.  Denman  read  the 
offensive  paragraphs,  which  were 
five  in  number — published  in  the 
papers  of  the  25th  of  February, 
the  2nd  of  March,  the  8th  of 
April,  and  the  14th  and  27th  of 
May,  1821. 

John  Sykes,  esq.,  solicitor  to  the 
Stamp-office,  produced  an  affidavit 
as  to  the  property  of  the  “  John 
Bull.” 

The  hand- writing  of  the  three 
defendants  being  proved,  the  docu¬ 
ment  was  put  in  and  read.  It 
was  dated  the  15th  of  December, 
1820.  Weaver  appeared  to  be  the 
printer  and  publisher ;  Shackell 
and  Arrowsmith  the  sole  pro¬ 
prietors.  The  paper  was  to  be 
called  “  John  Bull,”  and  to  be 
printed  at  No.  9,  Dyer’s-buildings, 
Holborn. 

Mr.  Sykes  (cross-examined  by 
the  solicitor-general)  said,  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  is  no  second  paper  called 
f  John  Bull,’  entered  at  the 
Stamp-office ;  but  I  have  not  made 
a  search  to  that  effect.  There  is 
a  paper  called  c  The  Real  John 
Bulk’  There  is  an  affidavit  in  the 
office  as  to  the  f  John  Bull,’  sub¬ 
sequent  to  that  which  I  have  just 
produced.” 

Mr.  James  Madison,  register  of 
newspapers  at  the  Stamp-office, 
produced  various  numbers  of  the 
“  John  Bud.” 

The  first  paper  put  in.  No.  10, 
dated  Feb.  19,  1821,  appeared 
to  be  printed  by  R.  T.  Weaver, 
Dyer’s-buildings,  Holborn,  and 
published  by  him  at  No.  11,  John- 
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son’s- court,  Fleet-strefet.  The  next 
number.  No.  11,  Feb.  26,  1821, 
was  printed  and  published  by  R. 
T.  Weaver,  at  No.  11,  Johnson’s- 
court.  Fleet-street.  The  witness 
then  put  in  the  several  numbers  of 
the  “  John  Bull”  paper,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  libels  under  prosecution. 

Mr.  William  March,  collector  of 
the  watch-rate,  and  of  the  king’s 
taxes,  for  the  parish  of  St.  Dun- 
stan,  proved,  that  he  had  received 
rates  and  taxes  from  both  Shackell 
and  Arrowsmith,  for  the  houses 
Nos.  10  and  11,  Johnson’s- court. 
Fleet-street.  Witness  knew  the 
place,  at  which  the  “  John  Bull” 
is  sold  in  Fleet-street.  It  is  only 
a  shop,  no  number  to  it,  nor  name. 
“  John  Bull  Office”  is  written 
over  the  shop,  and  Shackell  had 
paid  witness  rates  and  taxes  for  it. 

A  notice  from  Shackell  of  appeal 
against  the 'window-rate,  was  then 
put  in.  It  was  in  the  following 
terms 

“  I  appeal  against  the  window 
duties  charged  to  my  premises  in 
Johnson’s-court ;  those  premises 
being  wholly  used  for  warehouses, 
and  no  person  sleeping  therein.” 

John  Bay  ley  proved  the  receipt 
of  poor's  rates  from  Shackell  and 
Arrowsmith,  for  the  houses  Nos. 
10  and  11,  Johnson’s-court. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hill  said,  I  am  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Burgess  and 
Hill :  we  are  booksellers,  and  live 
in  Great  Windmill-street,  Hay- 
market.  In  the  course  of  last 
year  we  constantly  inserted  adver¬ 
tisements  in  the  “  John  Bull a 
clerk  used  to  call  for  the  advertise¬ 
ments,  and  settle  the  account.  We 
paid  by  a  promissory  note  at  two 
months’  date. 

The  promissory  note  was  then 
put  in : — 

November  13,  1821. 

Two  months  after  date,  we  pro¬ 


mise  to  pay  Messrs.  Shackell  and 
Arrowsmith,  or  order,  11/.  for 
value  received  in  advertisements. 

(Signed)  Burgess  &  Hill. 
Endorsed — -Shackell  and  Arrow- 
smith. 

Mr.  Bensley,  printer,  of  Bolt- 
court,  Fleet-street,  said,  that  in 
January,  1821,  he  printed  the 
“  John  Bull”  during  three  weeks, 
for  Messrs.  Shackell  and  Arrow- 
smith.  In  August,  1821,  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  following  note  from 
those  persons 

August  2,  1821. 

“  Can  you  work  for  us  early  on 
Monday  ?  It  is  for  the  Monday 
edition  of  “John  Bull.”  The  pre¬ 
sent  number  is  2,000.” 

Witness  answered  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  and  received  another  » 

August  3. 

“  Your  terms  we  will  accede  to, 
and  will  commence  on  Monday 
next.  One  form  will  be  ready  at 
1 1  o’clock,  the  other  at  a  quarter 
past  two.” 

After  this  agreement,  witness 
again  printed  the  “  John  Bull” 
for  three  weeks.  He  printed  it 
by  machinery.  The  forms  came 
over  from  Mr.  Shackell’s  office. 
Witness  had  been  many  times  at 
the  “  John  Bull”  office,  in  John¬ 
son’s-court,  and  he  had  seen  Wea¬ 
ver,  Shackell,  and  Arrowsmith 
there ;  but  did  not  think  that, 
when  he  first  worked  for  the 
paper,  Arrowsmith  was  concerned 
in  it.  He  had  received  payments 
both  from  Shackell  and  Arrow- 
smith. 

Mr.  William  Allen  proved  the 
purchase  of  the  libels  in  question 
at  the  “John  Bull”  office.  No.  11, 
Johnson’s-court,  Fleet-street. 

Mr.  John  Felton,  clerk  to  Messrs. 
Sweet  and  Stokes,  said,  that,  when 
he  called  in  Johnson’s-court  to 
serve  writs  on  the  defendants,  he 
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found  them  all  together  at  a  desk, 
with  papers  and  accounts  before 
them. 

The  libels  were  read. 

The  Solicitor-general  asked,  if 
publication  had  been  proved. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said, 
that  there  was  at  least  abundant 
matter  to  go  to  the  jury. 

The  Solicitor-general  then  rose 
for  the  defendants.  The  learned 
gentleman  admitted  that  he  could 
not  rebut  the  evidence  as  to  publi¬ 
cation  ;  and  was  not  prepared  to 
deny  the  libellous  character  of  the 
paragraphs. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  after 
recapitulating  the  evidence,  charged 
the  jury  in  very  few  words.  There 
needed  no  comment  from  him  to 
show,  that  the  matter  prosecuted 
was  libellous ;  publication,  he 
thought,  or  at  least  interest  and 
concern  in  the  publication,  was 
sufficiently  brought  home  to  the 
defendants. 

The  jury,  without  hesitation, 
returned  a  verdict  of — Guilty. 

5.  Four  beautiful  ostriches,  stand¬ 
ing  when  erect  five  feet  in  height, 
of  a  dark  colour,  were  brought  to 
town  from  Portsmouth  in  a  double 
caravan,  having  been  sent  as  a 
present  from  the  East  Indies  to 
his  majesty.  They  are  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  to  Brighton. 

Excise. — The  official  account 
of  the  produce  of  the  excise  duties 
in  the  years  1821  and  1820,  fur¬ 
nishes  a  curious  exemplification  of 
the  change  in  the  mode  of  living. 
In  those  articles  which  are  consi¬ 
dered  luxuries,  there  has  been  a 
very  considerable  decrease.  The 
duty  on  wine  is  8,620/.  less  in 
1821  than  in  1820;  andthedemand 
for  foreign  spirits  has  decreased 
so  much,  as  to  make  a  difference  of 
102,30 6/.  between  the  duties  of 
the  two  years ;  tobacco  and  snuff, 


no  slight  sources  of  enjoyment  to  a 
large  class  of  people,  have  been 
used  with  such  comparative  tem¬ 
perance,  as  to  produce  a  diminution 
of  128,251  /.  in  the  profits  of  the 
excise  from  that  source.  As  a 
set-off  to  these  reductions,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  tea-drinkers  have 
contributed  an  addition  of  no  less 
than  158,722/.  to  the  revenue  of 
the  preceding  year,  while  the 
drinkers  of  beer  have  supplied  a 
quota  of  65,750/.  The  compara¬ 
tive  cheapness  of  British  spirits 
has  also  created  a  demand  for  that 
beverage  to  the  amount  (in  duty) 
of  42,364/.  above  the  former  year. 
It  is  somewhat  curious,  that  the 
increase  on  these  two  articles  of 
beer  and  British  spirits  is  very 
nearly  equal  to  the  decrease  in 
wine  and  foreign  spirits  :  so  that, 
perhaps,  the  balance  in  comfort,  as 
well  as  in  revenue,  is  pretty  nearly 
equal.  As  for  those  who  have 
sacrificed  their  taste  for  tobacco 
and  snuff,  they  have  probably 
sought  consolation  in  tea;  for  here 
again  the  increase  and  decrease  are 
nearly  equal. 

6.  Murder  of  Fualdes. — M. 
Carcenac,  vicar  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Amans,  Rodez,  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  M.  Viguee,  notary  of 
that  town,  in  order  to  be  annexed 
to  its  registers,  a  declaration,  of 
which  the  substance  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

<e  I,  the  undersigned  John  Bap¬ 
tiste  Theron,  journeyman  joiner, 
living  in  the  Rue  Neuve,  being 
dangerously  ill,  yet,  nevertheless, 
possessing  all  my  intellectual  fa¬ 
culties,  and  finding  that  I  am 
about  soon  to  appear  at  the  judg¬ 
ment-seat  of  Gcd,  wish  to  appease 
the  remorse  of  my  conscience,  and 
to  do  an  act  of  justice  by  retract¬ 
ing  an  atrocious  calumny,  which  I 
put  forth  in  my  deposition  made 
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at  Albi,  against  MM.  Jausion, 
Bastide,  Colard,  Bach,  and  Bancal ; 
which  calumny  consisted  in  my 
saying,  that  I  had  seen  those  five 
individuals  in  the  cross  passage, 
called  de  Capoulade,  carrying  the 
body  of  the  deceased  M.  Fualdes, 
and  conveying  it  down  to  the 
Aveyron.  I  declare,  before  God, 
that  that  deposition  is  not  true, 
and  that  I  was  not  even  present  at 
the  place  mentioned ;  that  the 
motive  which  induced  me  to  make 
the  deposition,  was  the  pleasure 
which  I  expected  to  derive  from 
going  to  see  the  country.  I  re¬ 
tract  the  calumny  with  all  my 
soul  before  God  and  before  justice, 
and  I  implore  the  Sovereign  Judge, 
in  his  mercy,  to  accept  this  retrac¬ 
tation,  as  being  the  whole  truth. 
This  is  written  by  another  hand, 
on  account  of  my  inability  to  write 
from  weakness  ;  and  is  signed  by 
me,  in  my  house  at  Rodez,  the 
22nd  of  December,  1821. 

(Signed)  -fe  TheronA 
Such  is  the  declaration  that 
Theron  dictated  to  me  in  his  last 
illness,  and  which  he  himself 
signed,  charging  me  not  to  make 
it  public  until  some  days  after  his 
death,  in  order  that  it  might  not 
afflict  such  of  his  relations  as  at¬ 
tended  his  funeral ;  and  although 
I  know  the  discredit  that  certain 
persons  have  wished,  from  what 
has  passed,  to  cast  upon  the  re¬ 
cantation  made  by  Bousquier  on 
his  death-bed,  concerning  the  same 
transaction,  1  could  not  refuse  to 
receive,  in  the  exercise  of  my 
office,  the  declaration  of  Theron, 
considering  it  the  only  means 
which  remained  to  that  individual 
of  making  reparation  for  the  injus¬ 
tice  and  wrong  which  he  has  occa¬ 
sioned  by  his  false  deposition  ;  and 
that  it  was  imperiously  demanded 
by  his  conscience,  justly  alarmed 


at  the  approaching  judgment  of 
God.  (Signed)  Carcenac, 

“  Vicar  of  St.  Amans.” 

“  Rodez,  Dec.  30,  1821. 

10.  Court  of  King’s-bench, 
Westminster.  —  Hayward  v. 
Horner. — This  was  a  penal  action 
under  the  statute,  the  5th  of  Ann, 
against  the  defendant  for  keeping 
a  setting-dog.  The  cause  came  on 
for  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Bur- 
rough,  at  the  Essex  assizes  1821, 
when  evidence  was  given  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  dog,  hut  evidence  on  the 
other  hand  negativing  its  use  for 
the  purpose  of  Idlling  game.  The 
defendant  was  a  farmer  renting 
about  five  hundred  acres.  Mr. 
Justice  Burrough,  although  he  dis¬ 
approved  of  the  action,  directed 
the  jury,  that  evidence  of  keeping 
only  was  sufficient  under  the  sta¬ 
tute  ;  and  the  jury  very  unwil¬ 
lingly  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff. 

Mr.  Gumey  last  term  made  a 
motion  for  nonsuit. 

Mr.  Marrvat  nowT  showed  cause 

«■ 

against  the  rule  nisi,  contending 
that  the  finding  of  the  jury  should 
he  affirmed. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  had  a  note 
of  a  case  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Buller  at  York,  in  which  an  action 
had  been  brought  against  a  magis¬ 
trate  for  seizing  a  greyhound.  The 
seizure  wTas  defended  under  the 
statute  of  Ann,  and  by  proof  that 
the  plaintiff  was  an  unqualified 
person;  but  it  being  shown  that 
the  dog  had  not  been  used  for 
killing  game,  the  judge  directed 
a  verdict  against  the  magistrate. 

Mr.  Marryat  believed  that  the 
case  at  York  could  be  distinguished 
from  the  present  case.  It  was 
proved,  that  the  greyhound  had 
never  been  used  for  killing  game  ; 
the  setter  (in  the  present  case) 
was  only  proved  not  to  have  been 
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used  for  that  purpose  within  the 
time  limited  for  the  bringing  of 
the  action.  But  for  what  pur¬ 
pose,  except  to  kill  game,  could  the 
dog  (a  bitch  it  was)  be  kept  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley. — For  breed¬ 
ing,  perhaps. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — And 
is  it  not  left  to  the  jury  to  say,  whe¬ 
ther  the  dog  is  or  is  not  kept  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  ?  The 
learned  judge  tells  them  (although 
unwillingly,  he  says),  that  the  mere 
keeping  is  enough. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — Exactly.  The 
learned  judge  says,  that  he  thinks 
it  a  disgraceful  action ;  but  he  is 
of  opinion,  that  the  keeping  is  suf¬ 
ficient  under  the  statute. 

Mr.  Gurney. — And  the  jury, 
my  lord,  express  themselves  in 
these  words  : — If  your  lordship 
says  we  must  find  for  the  keeping, 
why  we  must.” 

Mr.  Marry  at  contended,  that  the 
words  of  the  act  extended  to  the 
keeping  or  using  any  dog  or  en¬ 
gine.  Nets  and  engines  were 
seizable  for  mere  keeping,  and  the 
dog,  by  the  statute,  stood  in  the 
same  situation. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  said,  that  the 
words  of  the  act  were,  “  keep  or 
use  any  engine  or  setting-dog  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  game.” 
There  must  be  ground  for  believ¬ 
ing  the  use  either  of  dog  or  engine. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — If  you 
allege  in  your  declaration  that  the 
dog  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of  des¬ 
troying  game,  how  can  you  make 
your  allegation  out,  unless  you 
show  use  for  destroying,  or  at  least 
something  approaching  to  it  ?  A 
man  may  keep  a  lurcher  to  guard 
his  house,  or  a  greyhound  for  the 
amusement  of  his  children  ;  and 
would  he  therefore  be  liable  to  an 
action. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley _ The  doc¬ 


trine  is  extravagant.  A  man,  who 
keeps  sporting  dogs  for  sale,  would 
be  liable  to  a  penalty  for  each  dog 
he  kept ;  and  as  to  the  engines,  a 
tunnel  for  instance  (a  net  used  for 
taking  game),  you  must  at  least 
show  probable  use.  If  a  man  had 
a  museum,  and  kept  a  tunnel  in 
it  by  way  of  specimen,  would  he 
be  therefore  liable  to  a  penalty  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — The  mistake 
of  the  learned  judge  has  been  this : 

• — keeping  is  prima  facie  evidence 
of  keeping  for  use,  but  it  is  not 
conclusive  evidence.  Prima  facie 
evidence  may  be  rebutted,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  have  been  fully 
rebutted  in  the  present  case.  In 
my  time  I  have  been  engaged  in 
many  actions  of  this  description, 
but  I  always  gave  proof,  at  least, 
that  the  dog  had  been  seen  abroad 
and  ranging ;  and  I  never  sup¬ 
posed  that  mere  evidence  of  keep¬ 
ing  would  be  even  sufficient  evi¬ 
dence  to  go  to  the  jury. 

Rule  absolute  for  nonsuit. 

Hoard  of  Money. — A  singular 
discovery  of  hidden  treasure  was 
made  at  Eton.  Mrs.  Coker,  who  had 
for  many  years  kept  a  grocer’s  shop 
in  the  college,  died,  leaving  pro¬ 
perty  to  a  considerable  amount  to 
her  relations.  The  house  in  which 
she  lived  was,  with  two  others, 
sold  last  week.  Previously  to  the 
purchaser  taking  possession,  one  of 
the  executors  considered  it  his  duty 
to  look  round  the  premises,  to  see 
that  no  article  of  personal  property 
had  been  left  behind.  In  a  dark 
corner  under  the  counter  he  dis¬ 
covered  a  small  box,  of  consider¬ 
able  weight,  and  well  secured.  He 
brought  it  to  the  light,  and  upon 
opening  it  found — not  any  of  the 
commodities  in  which  the  old 
lady  dealt  —  but  seven  hundred 
guineas,  and  fourteen  50/.  Bank 
notes. 
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Mildness  op  the  Season. 
-• — The  following  flowers  are  in 
full  blow  in  lieutenant-colonel 
Graham’s  garden,  near  Edin¬ 
burgh  : — 1,  sweet  william  ;  2, 

mignionnette ;  3,  purple  stock ;  4, 
clove  gillyflower ;  5,  branching 
larkspur ;  6,  larkspur;  7,  xeranthe- 
mum  lucidum ;  8,  honey  flower ; 
9,  wallflower;  10,  white  stock; 
11,  heart’s  ease;  12,  curled  mal¬ 
low  ;  13,  yellow  lupin  ;  14,  hepa- 
tica ;  15,  red  xeranthemum ;  16, 
double  primrose ;  17,  sweet  rocket  ; 
18,  Scotch  primrose;  19,  sweet 
pea ;  20,  frog’s-mouth ;  21,  double 
daisy ;  22,  hollyock ;  2 3,  mari¬ 
gold  ;  24,  yellow  hawkweed ;  25, 
strawberry  plants ;  26,  Adonis. 

There  are  at  this  time  in  Fulham 
fields,  broad  beans  in  blossom — a 
circumstance,  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
There  is  also  to  be  seen  growing, 
in  the  window  of  a  house  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  Red  Lion,  Chelsea,  in  a 
pot,  a  carnation  which  has  three 
full  blossoms  on  one  stalk. 

11.  Ireland. — A  most  shock¬ 
ing  occurrence  happened  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mallow  last 
night.  The  rev.  Mr.  Chester,  a 
magistrate,  took  a  party  of  the 
22nd  regiment  to  patrol  the  coun¬ 
try  to  the  south-west  of  Mallow  ; 
and  having  sent  out  an  advanced 
guard,  he  was  informed  by  them, 
that  they  heard  the  trampling  of 
horses  coming  onward.  Mr. 
Chester  and  the  military  officer 
placed  their  party  on  each  side  of 
the  road  behind  the  ditches.  The 
supposed  marauders  advanced — the 
two  first  that  appeared  were  fired 
at  by  at  least  ten  or  twelve  sol¬ 
diers.  They  fell;  but  when  the 
main  body  came  up,  it  was  dis¬ 
covered,  that  instead  of  White- 
boys,  they  w  ere  king’s  troops  ;  and 
that  the  individuals,  who  had 
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fallen,  were  the  rev.  J.  B.  Lowe, 
and  one  Law,  a  constable.  The 
rev.  Mr.  Lowe  was  perforated 
by  five  or  six  balls  ;  he  died 
instantly.  The  inquest  on  Mr. 
Lowe,  brought  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  verdict : — That  the  said  rev. 
James  Bond  Lowe  came  by  his 
death  near  the  village  of  Glaun- 
tane,  in  consequence  of  the  un¬ 
steadiness  of  some  privates  of  the 
22nd  regiment  of  infantry,  who 
fired  without  receiving  the  com¬ 
mand  of  either  their  officer,  lieut. 
Stevens,  or  the  magistrate,  the 
rev.  John  Chester,  while  on  a  pa¬ 
trolling  party  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th  instant,  in  consequence 
of  information  that  a  body  of 
Whiteboys  intended  to  be  out  in 
that  direction.” 

12.  Libel — William  Kenrick 
was  indicted  for  wilfully  and  un¬ 
lawfully  publishing  a  libel. 

The  defendant  is  a  gentleman 
holding  the  distinguished  situation 
of  one  of  his  majesty’s  Welch 
judges,  and  the  libel  in  question 
was  contained  in  a  letter  written 
to  Mr.  Maberly,  the  solicitor  for 
Christ’s  Hospital,  by  the  defendant, 
relative  to  some  tithes  at  Horley,  in 
Sussex,  of  which  the  governors  of 
Christ’s  Hospital  were  the  impro¬ 
priators,  and  of  which  the  defend¬ 
ant  was  the  tenant. 

Mr.  Adolphus  was  counsel  for 
the  prosecution.  He  read  at  great 
length  a  series  of  correspondence, 
which  had  passed  between  the  par¬ 
ties  relative  to  this  subject.  These 
letters  were  afterwards  produced 
by  Mr.  Maberly  in  evidence,  and 
read  by  the  clerk  of  the  arraigns. 

When  the  case  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  was  concluded,  Mr.  Bolland, 
for  the  defendant,  took  an  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  venue  in  this  case,  con¬ 
tending  that  the  Court  had  no  ju¬ 
risdiction  to  try  the  issue.  The 
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letter,  set  forth  in  the  indictment, 
was  written  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  and  received  at  Mr.  Ma- 
berly’s  house  in  Bedford-row,  which 
was  in  Middlesex.  The  indict¬ 
ment  was  laid  in  London,  and  it 
was  not  proved  that  there  was  any 
publication  in  London.  It  was 
true  the  letter  in  question  was 
shown  to  the  governor  of  Christ’s 
Hospital,  in  London,  but  that  was 
not  at  the  defendant’s  desire,  and 
therefore  no  publication. 

The  Court  considered  the  ob¬ 
jection  to  be  a  good  one,  and  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  accordingly  acquitted. 

The  defendant,  after  the  verdict 
was  pronounced,  addressed  the 
Court,  statinghis  present  belief,  that 
his  opinions  expressed  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Maberly  were  erroneous. 
This  was  considered  satisfactory  by 
the  prosecutor. 

Ireland.  —  A  daring  outrage 
was  committed  on  Wednesday  even¬ 
ing,  near  Ardfinnan,  where  a 
party  of  seven  or  eight  constables 
had  been  placed,  by  lord  Donough- 
more,  to  protect  that  district.  At 
so  early  an  hour  as  half-past  four 
in  the  evening,  before  the  men 
had  come  to  assume  their  nightly 
guard  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Francis 
William  Burke,  where  the  arms 
were  kept,  this  house  was  oc¬ 
cupied  by  four  fellows  armed, 
who  suddenly  entered  and  pos¬ 
sessed  themselves  of  it ;  it  being 
then  occupied  only  by  his  daughter 
and  a  Mr.  A.  Burke,  from  near 
Borrisoleigh.  Almost  immediately 
after,  Mr.  Burke,  on  his  return 
from  Clonmel,  came  up,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  village,  with  a 
party  of  13  men  armed,  and  one 
unarmed,  who  appeared  as  a  pri¬ 
soner,  and  whom,  they  said,  they 
had  taken  up  for  sheep-stealing, 
and  were  then  conveying  down  to 
the  guard.  This  ruse  dc  guerre 


had  its  effect.  Burke  rode  a  short 
way  alongside  of  them,  when  the 
whole  party  suddenly  rushed  for¬ 
ward  from  him,  and  entered  his 
house,  which  they  proceeded  to 
rummage  for  arms.  Mr.  Burke, 
desperate  and  idle  as  the  attempt 
by  a  single  unarmed  man  was, 
strove  to  force  his  way  in,  when 
one  fellow  called  out  to  shoot  the 
rascal ;  and  another  told  him,  if  it 
was  not  for  the  good-will  they  had 
for  him,  they  would  put  him  to 
death.  One  of  them,  however, 
did  snap  a  blunderbuss  at  him. 
They  succeeded  in  carrying  off  five 
military  carbines,  a  double-bar¬ 
relled  fowling-piece,  a  case  of 
pistols,  and  twenty  ball  cartridges. 

15.  Insolvent  Debtors’ 
Court. — The  Pseudo-Princess  of 
Cumberland ,  in  re  Olive  Wilmot , 
calling  herself  Princess  of  Cum¬ 
berland. — Mr.  Heath  moved  for  a 
rule  to  show  cause  why  the  prin¬ 
cess  of  Cumberland  should  not  be 
allowed  to  file  her  petition  in  this 
court,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  “  act  of  1st  Geo.  4,  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors  in  Eng¬ 
land.”  This  application  was  ne¬ 
cessary,  as  she  had  not  complied 
with  one  of  the  sections  of  the  act, 
which  required  the  petition  to  be 
filed  within  14  days  after  impri¬ 
sonment. 

The  learned  counsel  handed  in 
an  affidavit  signed  “  Olive.”  It 
set  forth  that  she  was  confined  in 
the  Fleet  prison,  that  she  had  but 
2/.  in  her  possession  ;  that  she  was 
entirely  supported  by  the  charity 
of  her  friends,  that  she  had  wasted 
no  personal  property,  and  that  she 
would  have  applied  within  the 
14  days  required  by  the  act,  had 
she  not  expected  that  some  of  her 
friends  would  have  become  secu¬ 
rity  for  her  debts,  until  her  claims 
were  established. 
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The  Court  said,  that  the  peti¬ 
tioner  could  gain  nothing  by  her 
affidavit,  as  it  was  signed  “  Olive” 
only,  without  the  addition  of  her 
surname.  The  petitioner  must 
know  whether  her  surname  was 
Wilinot  or  Serres. 

The  learned  counsel,  in  order  to 
remove  this  objection,  called  the 
deputy  tipstaff  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
who  stated  that  the  petitioner  was 
committed  by  the  name  of  “  Olive,” 
without  any  surname. 

Mr.  Heath  therefore  contended, 
that,  as  the  affidavit  corresponded 
with  the  commitment,  the  petition¬ 
er  was  entitled  to  her  application. 

The  Court  granted  the  motion. 

Poetical  Law.  —  The  assize 
court  of  Lyons  recently  tried  an 
author  of  the  name  of  Manchrat, 
for  uttering  seditious  cries.  The 
accused  conducted  his  own  de¬ 
fence,  and  pleaded  his  cause  in 
verse :  it  concluded  with  this 
couplet ; — • 

II  a  chantd  Bacchus,  les  guerriers,  et 
Is  Amour, 

Ets  selon  votre  arret,  chantera  votre 
cour. 

The  jury  declared  him  not  guilty, 
and  he  was  liberated  to  fulfil  his 
pledge. 

Greenland  Dove/ — A  few 
days  ago  a  small  water-fowl  was 
found,  nearly  dead,  not  far  from 
Keswick,  supposed  to  have  been 
blown  out  of  its  latitude  by  the 
late  hurricanes.  It  is  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  Mr.  Isaac  Sealby,  of 
Keswick,  and  appears  to  be  a 
“  Greenland  dove.”  - —  Westmore¬ 
land  Gazette . 

Emigration.  —  The  following 
memorandum  is  official : — 

“  Inquiries  and  applications  hav¬ 
ing  been  addressed  to  the  colonial 
department,  respecting  emigration 
to  his  majesty’s  foreign  possessions, 
it  has  been  deemed  convenient. 


with  a  view  to  the  information  and 
guidance  of  individuals  interested 
in  this  subject,  to  state  that — - 

“  lstly.  Persons  are  not  provided 
with  passage  at  the  public  ex¬ 
pense  to  any  of  his  majesty’s  settle¬ 
ments. 

“2ndly.  Persons  proceeding  at 
their  own  expense  to  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  desirous  of  settling 
there,  require  no  previous  autho¬ 
rity  from  his  majesty’s  secretary  of 
state  to  enable  them  to  obtain 
grants  of  land,  the  governors  of 
those  settlements  being  fully  em¬ 
powered  to  assign  lands  to  appli¬ 
cants,  proportioned  to  the  means 
which  they  actually  possess  for 
bringing  them  into  a  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation.  The  extent  of  those 
grants  must  depend  upon  their 
quality,  position,  and  other  circum¬ 
stances,  which  can  only  be  ascer¬ 
tained  in  the  colony. 

“  Srdly.  Persons  desirous  of  set¬ 
tling  in  New  South  Wales,  or 
Van  Diemen’s  Land,  must  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  sanction  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  secretary  of  state ;  and  this 
can  only  be  obtained  upon  written 
application,  accompanied  by  refer¬ 
ences  to  two  or  more  respectable 
persons,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
applicant,  and  the  extent  of  his 
capital,  which  must  amount  to 
500/.  at  the  least. 

t(  Colonial  Department,  Lon¬ 
don,  January,  1822.” 

17-  This  morning,  at  8  o’clock, 
his  majesty  left  his  palace  at 
Brighton,  in  his  travelling  car¬ 
riage,  and  arrived  at  his  palace  in 
Pall  Mall,  London,  at  about  20 
minutes  before  one.  At  two  o’clock, 
the  king  held  a  court,  which  was 
attended  by  the  great  officers  of 
state  and  cabinet  ministers.  Lord 
Sidmouth  had  a  closet  audience, 
and  resigned  his  seals  of  office  as 
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secretary  of  state  for  the  Horae  de¬ 
partment  ;  and  the  right  hon. 
Robert  Peel  received  them  as  his 
lordship’s  successor.  The  right  hon. 
C.  W.  W.  Wynn  also  kissed  hands 
on  receiving  the  appointment  of 
president  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
On  Friday  his  majesty  returned  to 
Brighton. 

18.  At  two  o’clock,  a  cabinet 
council,  which  was  summoned  by 
the  marquis  of  Londonderry,  was 
held  at  the  Foreign  office,  and 
was  attended  by  the  earl  of  Liver¬ 
pool,  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer,  the  marquis  of  Londonderry, 
earl  Bathurst,  the  duke  of  Wel¬ 
lington,  viscount  Sidmouth,  Mr. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Peel,  and  Mr.  C. 
W.  W.  Wynn.  The  two  latter 
gentlemen  were  present  at  this 
cabinet  council  as  cabinet  minis¬ 
ters,  for  the  first  time  since  their 
appointment  to  office.  Viscount 
Sidmouth  was  also  present,  al¬ 
though  he  had  resigned  his  seals  of 
office ;  so  that  it  will  be  seen  he 
retains  his  seat  in  the  cabinet  al¬ 
though  not  in  office. 

Court  of  Chancery. — Whilst 
Mr.  Wetherell  was  addressing  the 
Court,  a  man,  who,  from  his  dress, 
appeared  to  be  a  mechanic,  and, 
from  his  demeanor,  to  be  not  of 
perfectly  sound  mind,  stood  upon 
the  bench  at  the  back  of  the  bar, 
and  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice — 
“  I  want  to  speak  to  the  lord 
chancellor.”  Mr.  Wetherell  im¬ 
mediately  stopped,  and  the  stranger 
proceeded — “  I  have  come  all  the 
way  from  Aberdeen,  and  must 
have  an  answer  to  this  (throwing 
a  letter  towards  his  lordship.)”  By 
this  time  the  officers  of  the  court 
laid  hold  of  the  traveller,  and, 

;  maugre  all  his  objections,  put  him 
out  of  chancery. 

Old  Bailey.  —  The  sessions 
this  day  concluded,  and  sentence  of 


death  was  passed  on  the  following 
1 3  prisoners  : — • 

William  Rivers  and  John  Tye, 
for  forgery  ;  James  Tuffhell,  Wil¬ 
liam  Wilson,  George  Bryan,  John 
Redgrave,  and  William  Jones  for 
burglary  ;  John  Lane  and  George 
Williams,  for  house-breaking ;  Ed. 
Smith,  Robert  Christopher  Kitt, 
Letitia  Williams,  and  Mary  Scott, 
for  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house. 

The  following  were  sentenced 
to  transportation  for  life  : — 

Charlotte  Smith,  Susannah 
Leake,  Samuel  Salter,  George 
Sharkey,  James  Honey,  and  Geo. 
Ingray. 

John  Shackeller,  and  Robert 
Davis,  were  sentenced  to  trans¬ 
portation  for  14  years. 

Twenty-six  prisoners  were  sen¬ 
tenced  to  seven  years  transporta¬ 
tion,  eighteen  were  ordered  to  be 
privately,  and  four  publicly  whip¬ 
ped. 

19*  Olympic  Theatre. — An 
extraordinary  scene  was  exhibited 
at  this  theatre.  At  7  o’clock,  there 
being  no  appearance  of  the  musi¬ 
cians,  the  audience  became  impa¬ 
tient.  Mr.  Oxberry,  the  stage- 
manager,  at  length  came  forward, 
and,  alluding  to  the  absence  of 
some  of  the  principal  performers, 
for  reasons  which  he  did  not  ex¬ 
plain,  lamented  that  there  could 
be  no  performance  that  evening. 
He  apologized  for  the  disappoint¬ 
ment,  but  said,  all  those,  who  had 
paid  for  admissions,  should  receive 
their  money  as  they  went  out. 
During  the  uproar,  the  money - 
takers  had  gone  into  the  theatre  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  affairs,  and 
not  being  in  their  places  when  the 
public  rushed  out,  a  new  source  of 
complaint  arose.  The  crowd,  find¬ 
ing  no  impediment,  went  on  till 
they  reached  the  street ;  where 
their  numbers  were  considerably 
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swelled  by  the  passengers,  who, 
without  hesitation,  returned  with 
them  into  the  theatre*  It  was 
impossible  to  discriminate  between 
those  who  had  paid,  and  those  who 
had  entered  without  paying ;  and 
consequently  a  difficulty  arose  as 
to  those,  who  were  entitled  to  the 
proposed  restitution.  Much  con¬ 
fusion  followed,  but  at  length  it 
was  proposed,  and  acceded  to  by 
the  major  part  of  the  persons  pre¬ 
sent,  that  they  should  take  checks, 
and  call  at  the  theatre  on  Monday 
to  receive  back  their  money  ;  but 
several  of  the  gallery  members, 
having  more  faith  in  prompt  pay¬ 
ment  than  in  promises,  became  ex¬ 
tremely  pressing  for  the  return  of 
their  money  at  the  moment,  and 
actually  proceeded  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Oxberry,  to  enforce  their 
claims.  Here  they  became  very 
clamorous,  and,  the  crowd  increas¬ 
ing,  it  was  not  till  the  interference 
of  the  police,  that  order  was  re¬ 
stored.  The  actors  and  actresses 
of  the  Olympic,  it  seems,  have 
been  for  the  last  month  reduced  to 
the  “  half-pay  establishment  and 
finding  at  length  that  there  was 
little  chance  of  an  improvement  in 
their  prospects,  they  all  agreed  to 
bring  their  labours  to  a  conclusion; 
and  when  the  prompter’s  bell  rang 
for  the  rising  of  the  curtain,  re¬ 
fused  to  assume  the  buskin. 

Outrages  at  Bantry.— -The 
following  letter,  written  by  lord 
Bantry,  gives  authentic  particu¬ 
lars  of  the  late  daring  infraction 
of  the  peace  in  that  part  of  the 
country  : — 

“  Bantry,  Jan.  22.— On  being 
informed  that  the  pass  of  the  glen 
was  in  possession  of  the  White- 
boys,  and  having  several  informa¬ 
tions,  sworn  before  me  and  other 
magistrates,  against  those  persons 
who  committed  the  late  outrages 


here,  and  for  illegal  assembly,  I 
called  on  major  Carthew  to  give 
me  a  party  to  aid  the  civil  power  : 
he  at  once  complied,  and  with  14 
of  the  S9th,  the  major,  captain 
O’Sullivan,  captain  White,  my 
eldest  son  (lord  Beerhaven),  con¬ 
stables  and  tenantry,  in  all,  in¬ 
cluding  the  military,  fifty-five,  on 
horseback,  proceeded  thither  at  five 
yesterday  morning.  The  major  took 
a  commanding  position  over  the 
glen,  and  we  proceeded  on,  and 
had  scarcely  gone  through  it,  when 
we  heard  shouting,  and  bugle-horns 
sounding,  and  men  were  arriving 
in  all  directions  :  they  fired  on  my 
party  on  the  road,  but  I  considered 
it  too  distant  to  return  their  fire  ; 
a  man  came  from  where  the  firing 
commenced  with  a  pike  in  his 
hand,  and  expected  we  were  of 
captain  Rock’s  party :  this  man  is 
a  prisoner.  The  Whiteboys,  on 
our  return  back,  kept  firing,  and 
major  Carthew  received  them  in 
the  very  best  manner.  I  detached 
Mr.  O’Sullivan,  and  ten  others  on 
foot,  to  his  assistance,  as  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  country  would  not  per¬ 
mit  the  cavalry  to  act.  It  is  with 
great  regret  I  am  obliged  to  state 
that  one  soldier,  too  far  in  ad¬ 
vance,  was  killed  by  spades,  sticks, 
&c.  Two  of  the  persons  who 
killed  him  were  instantly  shot 
dead.  To  major  Carthew  I  am 
under  the  greatest  obligations,  not 
only  in  this  affair,  but  for  his  kind 
co-operation  at  all  times ;  and  I  am 
convinced  every  man  did  his  duty 
in  the  presence  of  such  numbers, 
and  with  so  small  a  detachment. 
To  Mr.  O’Sullivan,  Mr.  White, 
and  the  respectable  persons  who 
placed  themselves  under  my  direc¬ 
tion,  I  feel  the  greatest  gratitude, 
every  recommendation  of  mine 
having  been  immediately  acted 
upon.  We  have  taken  six  prison- 
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ers,  and  report  says,  one  Lynch,  of 
Bally  voorney,  was  shot  dead ;  ano¬ 
ther  man,  named  Cronin,  and  one 
Leary,  shot  badly;  and  numbers 
wounded.  The  major  says  twelve 
were  killed.  All  the  country  was 
in  motion — Clonnacreena,  Bally- 
voorney,  & c. — -last  night ;  and  the 
dead  and  wounded  were  supposed 
to  be  taken  off  to  distant  places.” 

23.  It  was  decided  in  the  court 
of  King’s-bench,  that,  in  the 
event  of  an  article  pawned  not 
being  redeemed  within  twelve- 
months  and  a  day,  the  pawnbroker 
is  bound  to  account,  if  called  upon 
by  the  owner,  for  the  difference  in 
its  produce,  deducting  only  the 
sum  advanced,  the  interest,  and 
expenses  ;  and  that,  if  not  actually 
sold,  it  may  be  redeemed  after  the 
time  mentioned. 

26.  Attack  on  the  Kil- 
earney  Mail-coach  action 

BETWEEN  A  PART  OF  THE  RIFLE 
BRIGADE  AND  THE  INSURGENTS, 

between  Mill  -  street  and 
Macroom,  in  the  county  of 
Cork — On  Thursday  last,  the 
Killarney  coach,  on  its  way  from 
Cork,  was  attacked,  between  Mill- 
street  and  Macroom,  by  a  party  of 
Whiteboys,  who  fired  upon  the 
guard  and  coachman,  both  of  whom 
they  wounded  severely.  The  num¬ 
bers  and  the  ferocity  of  the  assail¬ 
ants  made  all  resistance  fruitless  ; 
and  the  suddenness  of  the  attack 
would  have  overpowered,  at  once, 
a  stronger  protection,  than  the 
guards  of  mail-coaches  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  afford.  Three  of  the 
horses  are  stated  to  have  been  killed 
by  the  first  fire,  and  the  fourth  to 
have  been  taken  away  by  the  in¬ 
surgents. 

While  this  occurrence  was  tak¬ 
ing  place,  another  of  a  more  se¬ 
rious  nature  happened  in  the  same 
quarter.  A  detachment  of  the 


rifle  brigade,  under  the  command 
of  colonel  Mitchell,  marched  from 
their  quarters  at  Fermoy,  for  Mac¬ 
room.  In  consequence  of  some 
concerted  operations,  as  is  suppos¬ 
ed,  between  colonel  Mitchell  and 
Mr.  Hedges  Eyre,  an  active  and 
exemplary  magistrate  of  that 
county,  the  troops  advanced  on  the 
northern  road,  between  Macroom 
and  Mill-street.  An  armed  party, 
which  had  also  moved  under  the 
guidance  of  the  magistrate  just 
mentioned,  were  encountered  by  a 
numerous  body  of  men,  armed  with 
various  weapons,  and  a  regular  battle 
commenced.  The  detachment  of 
the  rifle  corps  were  able  to  take  a 
part  in  the  conflict,  and  in  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  this  description  of  force 
can  be  employed  with  its  charac¬ 
teristic  effect.  The  consequence 
was,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  insurgents  were  killed  on  the 
spot ;  some  of  the  private  letters 
state,  to  the  amount  of  40 ;  others 
do  not  make  the  number  more  than 
from  23  to  30 ;  several  prisoners 
were  made. 

Formidable  as  the  force  was  which 
was  employed  on  this  occasion,  the 
attack  upon  it  was  made  with  un¬ 
common  confidence,  and  maintain¬ 
ed  with  extraordinary  obstinacy. 
The  women  are  stated  to  have  had 
a  share  in  the  affray,  and  to'have  en¬ 
couraged  the  combatants  on  their 
side.  The  like  circumstances  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  conflict  between  lord 
Bantry  and  another  party  of  in¬ 
surgents  at  the  glen  of  Cooleagh,  a 
few  days  before.  Of  those  who  fell 
by  the  fire  of  the  troops  and  yeo¬ 
manry,  many  were  dressed  in  white 
flannel  jackets,  and  were  without 
shoes  or  stockings,  to  render  their 
movements  over  the  mountains 
to  the  place  of  the  general  muster 
more  light  and  expeditious.  Among 
them,  there  were  scarcely  any 
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strangers.  Generally  they  were 
all  recognised  as  persons  who 
had  li  ved  at  no  great  distance,,  and 
many  of  them  were  comfortable 
farmers. 

Rise  op  the  Sea  at  Reculver. 
- — An  extraordinary  flow  of  water,, 
without  any  apparent  impulse  but 
that  of  spring-tides,  occurred  at  the 
morning  and  afternoon  tides,  along 
the  northern  coast  of  Kent.  The 
sea  arose  from  four  to  five  feet 
perpendicularly  above  the  usual 
height  of  the  highest  spring  tides, 
overflowing  the  banks  and  marshes, 
and,  in  some  situations,  insulating 
the  cottages  which  border  the 
shore.  The  wind  blew  from 
N.  W.,  and  was  fortunately  light ; 
as,  had  it  blown  from  that  quarter 
with  violence,  the  most  disastrous 
consequences  must  have  resulted. 
The  only  serious  damage  that  has 
been  done  is  at  Reculver,  where 
the  mere  action  of  the  waves 
against  the  west  side  of  the  cliff 
occasioned  a  considerable  portion 
to  shoot  dowm,  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  at  the  north-west  angle  of 
the  burial  ground  of  the  old 
church,  which  has  exposed  to  view 
coffins  with  the  mouldering  re¬ 
mains  of  mortality  suspended,  as 
it  were,  in  “  the  midway  air,”  be¬ 
tween  their  parent  earth  and  the 
ocean. 

Female  Intrepidity. — Earlv 

r-m-m  * 

on  Thursday  morning  last,  the 
turnpike-house,  about  four  miles 
from  Basingstoke,  was  attacked  by 
two  men,  who  had  taken  off  some 
tiles  at  the  back  part  of  the  pre¬ 
mises  (the  roof  being  low),  to 
effect  their  purpose  of  entry. 
These  villains  knew,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  that  a  lone  woman,  Mrs. 
Whitehouse,  received  the  tolls  at 
this  gate,  and  that  her  husband 
attended  a  gate  as  far  distant  as 
Colnbrook.  Mrs.  Whitehouse, 


however,  fortunately  possessed 
three  loaded  pistols,  one  of  which 
she  fired — then  a  second,  and  a 
third  without  effect.  Mrs.  White- 
house’s  little  boy,  only  eleven 
years  of  age,  in  the  meantime, 
had  re-loaded  a  brace  of  the  pistols, 
one  of  which  Mrs.  Whitehouse 
again  fired,  and  wounded  one  of 
the  desperadoes  full  in  the  face — he 
fell,  and  the  blood  floored  pro¬ 
fusely  :  the  accomplice  had  hardi¬ 
hood  enough  to  drag  away  the 
wounded  robber  !  On  observing 
this,  Mrs.  Whitehouse  fired  a 
fifth  time  at  them,  but  missed 
them.  The  fellow,  who  received, 
the  contents  of  the  fourth  pistol, 
was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  ; 
and  some  persons,  residing  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the 
spot,  having  heard  of  the  circum¬ 
stance,  assembled  and  made  dili¬ 
gent  search  at  day-break  to  dis¬ 
cover  his  body  ;  but  although  the 
blood  could  be  traced  some  distance 
from  the  house,  the  body  could  not 
be  found. 

Turnpike  Roads.- — From  the 
Parliamentary  Report  on  the 
Turnpike  Roads  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  we  select  the  following 
particulars : — 

In  Lanarkshire  there  are  371 
miles  of  turnpike  roads:  annual 
income,  27^744/. ;  income  per 
mile,  74/. ;  amount  of  debt, 
269,260/. ;  debt  per  mile,  7 25/. ; 
annual  expenditure,  25,579/- ;  ex¬ 
penditure  per  mile,  68/. ;  excess 
of  income,  2,165/. ;  interest  of 
debt,  21,845/. 

The  annual  income  of  all  the 
turnpike  roads  in  Scotland  is 
129,635/. ;  the  total  debt, 
1,124,27 3/.;  the  annual  expendi¬ 
ture,  152,820/.;  the  excess  of  ex¬ 
penditure,  6,671k;  the  interest, 
140,826/.;  and  the  total  number 
of  miles  of  turnpike  road  in  Scot- 
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land,  completed  and  not  com¬ 
pleted,  3,6ll. 

The  following  roads  in  Eng¬ 
land  afford  a  remarkable  contrast : 

Glocestershire — 897  miles  road  ; 
annual  income,  51,558/. ;  income, 
per  mile,  57/- ;  amount  of  debt, 
212,509/-,*  debt,  per  mile,  236/.  ; 
annual  expenditure,  31,494/. ;  ex¬ 
penditure,  per  mile,  35/. ;  excess 
of  income,  1  9j>734/.  ;  interest  of 
debt,  4,346/. 

Middlesex,  which  we  believe 
includes  London  and  its  vicinity, 
north  of  the  Thames,  157  miles 
road ;  annual  income,  95,545/. ; 
income,  per  mile,  6 08/. ;  amount 
of  debt,  185,475/.;  debt,  per  mile, 
1 1 8/.;  annual  expenditure,  66,050/.; 
expenditure,  per  mile,  548/. ;  ex¬ 
cess  of  income,  9; 495/. ;  interest  of 
debt,  1,802/. 

Reduction.  — A  Treasury  Mi¬ 
nute  has  been  published,  regu¬ 
lating  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in 
the  various  departments,  with  a 
view  to  economy.  From  this  do¬ 
cument  we  find,  that  every  person 
in  a  government  office  is  to  be 
subjected  to  an  abatement  of  5 
per  cent  on  his  salary ;  but  per¬ 
sons  at  or  under  100/.  a  year,  only 
to  2^  per  cent.  Such  as  hold 
offices,  the  salary  of  which  is  con¬ 
sidered  higher  than  necessary,  re¬ 
tain  those  offices  at  their  present 
salary  until  removed  by  promotion 
or  otherwise,  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  suffer  a  further  assessment 
of  10  per  cent  on  so  much  of  the 
salary,  as  exceeds  what  any  such 
office  is  to  confer  in  future. 

French  Clergy.  —  The  Cle¬ 
rical  almanack  of  France,  for  1822, 

1  states  the  number  of  priests  in 
tactual  employment,  to  be  35,286, 
of  whom  14,870  are  above  6 0 
! years  of  age :  4,156  have  been  or- 
idained  during  the  last  year. 

Vol.  LXTV. 


W  i  do  whood.— ~  A  F  rench  widow 
has  lately  been  disappointed,  by 
the  principal  tribunal  of  Tou¬ 
louse,  in  a  clever  expedient  which 
she  had  adopted  to  satisfy  at  once 
her  husband’s  will  and  her  own. 
The  whole  of  her  husband’s  pro¬ 
perty  was  left  her  on  condition  of 
not  marrying  again  ;  she  took  the 
property,  and  did  not  marry ;  but 
she  was  unlucky  enough  to  have 
several  children.  The  question 
was,  whether  this  notorious  breach 
of  the  spirit  of  the  husband’s  will 
was  not  sufficient  to  defeat  her 
right  to  the  property  ;  and,  after  a 
long  argument,  the  court  decided 
that  it  was. 

29-  Attempt  to  break  out 
of  Newgate. — On  the  27th  at 
night,  a  daring  attempt  was  made 
by  13  convicts  under  sentence  of 
transportation,  to  break  out  of  this 
prison.  On  Sunday  morning  the 
turnkeys  went  to  one  of  the  north 
wards  near  Newgate-street,  and 
on  letting  out  the  above  culprits, 
they  observed  some  mortar  and 
lime  on  the  floor.  Upon  examin¬ 
ing  the  place,  they  found  a  u  horse 
bedstead”  raised  up,  which  they 
removed,  and  discovered  a  hole, 
two  feet  square,  in  the  wall, 
penetrating  to  the  outer  stone 
work.  This  circumstance  being 
communicated  to  Mr.  Brown,  the 
governor,  he  instantly  made  every 
inquiry ;  but  the  convicts  all  de¬ 
nied  any  knowledge  of  the  trans¬ 
action  ;  however,  he  threatened 
to  confine  them  in  separate  cells, 
and  feed  them  on  bread  and  water, 
when  one  of  them  confessed  the 
ringleaders  to  be  three  ruffians, 
named  Foley,  Perceval,  and  Davis, 
under  sentence  of  transportation ; 
the  first,  for  seven  years,  for 
robbing  Mr.  Alderman  Wood’s 
brother ;  the  second  for  life,  for  a 
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burglary  ;  and  the  last,  for  four¬ 
teen  years,  for  forging  the  mark 
of  the  Goldsmith’s  Company. 
They  immediately  had  body  irons 
placed  upon  them,  and  were  put 
in  a  different  ward  from  the  other 
ten.  Mr.  Brown  then  informed 
them,  that  he  had  orders  from  go¬ 
vernment  to  send  off*  convicts,  and, 
in  consequence  of  their  conduct, 
they  might  rest  assured  they  should 
not  be  24  hours  longer  in  New¬ 
gate.  Foley  d — d  him,  and  told 
him  to  do  his  worst;  however, 
they  began  to  feel  the  inconve¬ 
nience  of  body  irons,  and  yester¬ 
day  morning  addressed  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  to  Mr.  Brown - 

Newgate ,  Jan.  28th,  1822. 

“  Sir  ; — We,  the  undersigned, 
most  humbly  beg  of  your  great 
kindness,  to  unburthen  us  with 
the  body  irons  ;  we  also  wish  you. 
Sir,  to  understand,  that  we  regret 
our  foolish  attempt,  and  shall  feel 
ever  grateful,  should  you  so  far 
condescend  to  relieve  us. — With 
much  humility  we  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  ourselves,  your  most 
obedient  servants, 

Joseph  Foley. 

“  William  Perceval. 

“  Robert  Davis.” 
ec  W.  R.  H.  Brown,  esq.” 

The  other  men  have  since  con¬ 
fessed,  that  the  three  ringleaders 
stood  over  them  with  large  knives 
and  swore,  the  first  man  that  gave 
an  alarm  they  would  butcher  on 
the  spot.  They  accomplished 
their  work  by  taking  the  winder  of 
the  range,  and  expected  to  have  pe¬ 
netrated  through  the  stone  work  on 
the  following  night,  had  not  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  their  design  taken  place. 

A  Thief  discovered  by  blood¬ 
hounds. —  On  Tuesday  night,  a 
labouring  man  named  Tipper,  at 
Forestside,  Stansted,  had  a  fat  hog 
of  20  stone  stolen  from  his  stye. 


He  made  application  to  the  park- 
keeper  of  Lewis  Way,  esq.,  to  as¬ 
sist  him  in  its  recovery.  A  couple 
of  Sleuth  blood-hounds  were  laid 
on,  which  ran  on  trail  six  miles 
and  a  half,  to  the  door  of  a  cottage 
at  West  Bourne,  when  James 
Goble  was  taken  into  custody,  he 
having  killed  the  hog  and  cleaned  it. 

JO.  This  evening,  as  Mrs.  Maria 
Coran,  a  lady  73  years  of  age,  re¬ 
siding  at  No.  121,  Chancery-lane, 
was  sitting  by  the  fire,  her  dress 
was  blown  by  a  current  of  air  to 
the  bars  of  the  stove,  and  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  the  unfortunate  lady  was  en¬ 
veloped  in  flames.  Her  infirmities 
prevented  her  assisting  herself,  and 
no  person  was  in  the  room  at  the 
time.  At  length,  her  shrieks  were 
heard  by  some  persons,  who  went 
immediately  to  her  aid,  but  not 
till  she  was  burned  in  the  most 
terrific  manner.  Death  put  an 
end  to  her  misery  soon  afterwards. 

31.  Privilege  of  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  Privy  Chamber — 
Tapley  v.  Batthie .  -  Mr.  Plolt 

moved  for  a  rule  to  show  cause, 
why  the  defendant  should  not  be 
discharged  out  of  the  custody  of 
the  marshal  (in  which  he  was  in 
execution),  on  the  ground  of  his 
privilege  as  a  gentleman  of  the 
king’s  privy  chamber.  The  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  defendant  had  been, 
in  1818,  the  subject  of  discussion 
in  the  court ;  who  then  refused  to 
relieve  him  on  motion  (2  Barne- 
wall  and  Alder  son,  234).  Previ¬ 

ously  to  his  last  application,  he  had 
performed  no  actual  service,  which 
was  the  chief  ground  for  rejecting 
his  claim ;  since  that  time,  he  had 
been  summoned  to  attend  the  co-  « 
ronation,  warned  to  provide  a 
suitable  dress,  and  had  the  honour  : 
of  walking  next  to  his  lordship  i 
(Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley)  in  the  pro-  > 
cession. 
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Mr.  Justice  Best. — Did  he  ever 
attend  on  any  other  occasion  ? 

Mr.  Holt. — I  believe  not,  my 
lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — And  we  all 
hope,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before 
he  is  required  to  attend  on  a  similar 
occasion  ! 

Mr.  Holt. — The  Court  before 
had  great  doubt  on  the  subject, 
and  only  refused  to  relieve  him  in 
a  summary  way.  Since  that  time, 
he  has  applied  to  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  and  to  the  lord  chamberlain 
for  a  writ  of  privilege,  but  neither 
thought  he  had  jurisdiction  to  grant 
it.  In  2  Taunton,  18,  the  junior 
clerk  of  the  kitchen  was  discharged 
for  a  similar  cause. 

Mr.  Justice  Best.  —  Yes;  be¬ 
cause  he  is  a  menial  servant,  whose 
constant  attendance  is  requisite. 
The  late  king’s  gardener  was  dis¬ 
charged  a  dozen  times ;  hut  then 
his  majesty  required  his  personal 
services. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley. — If  he  had 
made  affidavit  of  real  duties,  we 
might  relieve  him  ;  but  it  is  quite 
outrageous  to  rely  on  walking  in  a 
procession.  He  does  not  swear, 
that  he  ever  was  required  to  per¬ 
form  any  service.  It  is  a  privilege, 
and  a  high  privilege,  to  attend  the 
coronation. 

Mr.  Holt. — He  was  desired  to 
attend  by  summons. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — Every  knight 
of  the  Bath  might  claim  the  same 
privilege  for  the  same  reason. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley. — We  can 
give  him  no  relief.  The  king,  if 
he  chose  to  claim  him,  might  do 
so ;  but  the  privilege  is  not  that  of 
the  servant,  hut  of  the  sovereign. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — If  the  de¬ 
fendant  were  entitled  to  relief  at 
i  all,  he  would  have  obtained  his 
i  writ  of  privilege.  The  refusal  of 
i  that  writ  shows  that  his  claim 


is  unfounded.  The  king  might 
command  his  attendance,  and 
might  claim  his  discharge,  if  he 
were  necessary  to  fill  the  number 
of  servants,  with  which  the  king’s 
dignity  requires  that  he  should  be 
surrounded.  And,  even  without 
such  an  application,  if  the  Court 
saw  that  his  office  required  con¬ 
stant  attendance  about  the  royal 
person,  they  would  discharge  him. 
But  it  is  too  much  to  ask  this  on 
the  ground,  that  he  has  once  per¬ 
formed  the  arduous  service  of 
eating  a  coronation  dinner. — Mo¬ 
tion  refused. 

Cork. — In  the  middle  of  the 
night,  an  express  arrived  at  the 
Post-office,  dated  from  Macroom, 
and  directed  for  Dublin  Castle, 
announcing,  that  another  conflict 
took  place  yesterday  between  the 
military,  commanded  by  colonel 
Mitchell,  and  accompanied  by  sir 
Nicholas  Colthurst,  bart.,  and  a 
party  of  the  White  Boys,  who  had 
left  the  neighbourhood  of  Dun- 
manway,  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
the  main  body  in  the  hilly  country 
about  Macroom.  The  result  was, 
the  complete  dispersion  of  the 
band,  after  having  had  two  killed, 
several  wounded,  and  a  great 
many  taken  prisoners. 

Another  engagement  occurred 
between  a  party  of  the  Rifle  bri¬ 
gade,  who  had  charge  of  some  cars 
laden  with  ammunition,  which 
they  were  accompanying  from 
Macroom  to  Bandon,  and  a  party 
of  the  deluded  people,  at  a  place 
called  Clara  Mountain,  near  Kil- 
murry,  in  which  some  of  the  latter 
were  killed  and  wounded. 

.Limerick. — On  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing,  about  seven  o’clock,  upwards 
of  20  men,  all  armed  with  muskets, 
enterred  Curragh  house,  the  seat 
of  sir  Aubrey  de  Vere  Hunt,  bart. 
On  entering  the  kitchen,  they 
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called  for  the  gardener,  and,  having 
proceeded  to  the  room  where  he  wa  s, 
ten  of  the  gang  took  him  by  the 
neck  and  dragged  him  out  of  the 
house  into  the  yard,  where  others 
of  the  party  had  previously  secured 
the  steward.  The  captain  or¬ 
dered  them  both  to  prepare  for 
death ;  to  take  off  their  neck- 
handkerchiefs,  and  place  them  over 
their  eyes.  The  gardener,  who  is 
a  Scotchman,  requested  to  know 
what  they  had  done,  and  begged 
for  mercy.  The  captain  replied, 
that  they  were  too  loyal  to  their 
employers,  in  preventing  the  poor 
people  from  cutting  the  timber, 
and  taking  away  turf,  and  that 
they  should  suffer  death  for  such 
behaviour.  After  some  time, 
however,  a  book  was  produced, 
and  the  gardener  was  sworn  to 
leave  Curragh  by  the  1st  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  or  he  should  certainly  be 
put  to  death.  The  steward,  who 
is  a  native  of  the  place,  was 
more  leniently  dealt  with,  as  he 
was  only  reprimanded,  and  cau¬ 
tioned  not  to  be  so  attentive  in  fu¬ 
ture.  They  were  all  disguised,  some 
having  white  handkerchiefs  tied 
round  their  heads,  and  others  with 
green  and  black  veils  tied  close  on 
their  faces.  Six  of  the  gang  were 
placed  at  the  lodge-gate,  to  watch 
the  approach  of  the  military,  while 
the  main  body  proceeded  to  the 
house,  around  which  they  also 
placed  sentinels,  before  the  entry 
of  the  rest.  After  swearing  the 
gardener,  they  departed,  firing 
shots.  Sir  Aubrey  Hunt  was  in 
London. 

On  the  night  of  T uesday,  at  about 
7  o’clock,  a  gang  of  ruffians,  con¬ 
sisting  of  about  sixteen,  well  aimed 
with  muskets,  fixed  bayonets,  and 
swords,  attacked  several  houses 
between  Stone-hall  and  Askeaton, 
beat  one  man  severely,  and  cut  him 


on  the  head  with  a  sword  ;  ten¬ 
dered  an  oath  to  another,  and 
threatened  all  the  owners  of  these 
houses  with  death,  if  they  did  not 
give  up  lands  which  they  had  re¬ 
cently  taken. 

Tralee. —  This  morning,  in 
broad  day-light,  at  11  o’clock,  the 
house  of  Mr.  Henry  Oliver  (within 
half  a  mile  of  the  town  of  Castle- 
island,  where  a  military  detach¬ 
ment  was  stationed)  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  upwards  of  200  ruffians, 
who  robbed  it  of  14  or  15  stand  of 
arms,  which  they  carried  off  in 
triumph.  Mr.  Oliver  was  then  in 
Castle-island,  transacting  business 
with  lord  Brandon. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lis- 
towel,  constant  outrages  are  com¬ 
mitted.  A  few  nights  since,  Bal- 
lyhorgan-house,  the  seat  of  W.  R. 
Hillard,  esq.,  was  attacked,  and 
arms  demanded.  Many  other 
houses  in  that  district  have  been 
visited,  and  arms  taken  from  them, 
within  the  last  week.  The  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Kiilarney  is  also  much 
disturbed.  On  Monday  night  last, 
about  200  ruffians  went  through 
lord  Kenmare’s  demesne,  and,  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  house  of  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  park-keeper,  deprived  him  of 
some  arms,  and  about  nine  pounds 
of  gunpowder. 

In  consequence  of  the  non-ar¬ 
rival,  on  Thursday  evening,  in 
Tralee,  of  the  mail-coach  from 
Cork,  it  was  determined  to  send 
the  mail  from  Tralee  to  Cork,  on 
Friday  morning,  by  a  special  mes¬ 
senger.  Accordingly,  a  Mr. 
Brereton,  head  clerk  to  the  pro-  * 
prietor  of  the  mail-coach,  set  out  ; 
from  Tralee  on  Friday  morning  j 
last,  at  6  o’clock,  on  horseback, . 
with  the  mail-bags,  and  attended  I 
by  one  of  the  assistants  belonging ! 
to  the  office.  On  their  arrival  at  i 
a  place  called  Tuckbeg,  which  is  • 
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situate  about  twelve  miles  beyond 
Killarney,  on  the  road  to  Cork, 
they  were  surrounded  by  a  nume¬ 
rous  party  of  the  insurgents,  who 
commenced  their  horrible  outrages, 
by  mortally  wounding  the  horse 
on  which  Mr.  Brereton  rode.  They 
then  dragged  the  unfortunate  man 
to  the  ground,  and  after  having 
wounded  him  in  several  places 
with  bayonets  and  pikes,  finished 
the  atrocious  crime,  by  severing 
his  head  from  his  body  with  a  blow 
of  a  scythe  faffixed  to  a  pole,  or 
billet  of  wood.  The  person  who 
had  accompanied  him  was  taken 
prisoner,  but,  in  the  confusion  of 
the  moment,  he  was  so  fortunate 
as  to  make  his  escape.  He  brought 
the  first  account  of  this  horrible 
act  to  Tralee. 

Outrage  on  three  English¬ 
men  in  France.  —  On  Sunday, 
the  27th  of  January,  about  4  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  as  Mr.  George 
Trevor  Spencer,  son  of  the  hon. 
W.  R.  Spencer ;  captain  Hollis, 
R.  N.,  nephew  to  the  dean  of 
Winchester;  and  Mr.  John  For- 
dyce,  were  on  their  return  from 
Paris,  they  got  out  of  the  Dili¬ 
gence,  for  the  purpose  of  walking 
up  one  of  the  steep  hills  which  lie 
between  Boulogne  and  Calais ; 
when  they  had  almost  ascended  the 
hill,  they  were  met  by  two  F rench- 
men,  armed  with  double-barrelled 
guns,  apparently  returned  from 
sporting,  who,  after  staring  at 
them  in  a  very  impertinent  and  of¬ 
fensive  manner,  accosted  them  with 

“  Voila  de  ces - Anglais”  On 

captain  Hollis  remarking,  that  he 
hoped  the  sportsmen  would  know 
them  when  they  met  again,  they 
cocked  their  guns,  and  threatened 
to  fire  upon  them ;  at  the  same 
time,  one  of  the  Frenchmen  pre¬ 
sented,  and  immediately  recovered 
his  arms;  but  the  other  waiting 


till  the  English  gentlemen  had 
turned  their  backs,  in  order  to 
proceed  on  their  walk,  deliberately 
discharged  his  piece  at  them,  at 
the  distance  of  not  more  than 
thirty-five  paces,  by  which  the 
whole  party  were  wounded.  Cap¬ 
tain  Hollis  received  several  shot 
(which  were  what  the  French  call 
chevrotin ,  about  the  size  of  the 
English  buck-shot)  in  his  hand  and 
arm,  as  well  as  in  different  parts  of 
his  body,  by  which  he  was  se¬ 
riously  hurt.  Mr.  Spencer  and 
Mr.  Fordyce  were  also  injured, 
although  in  a  much  slighter  de¬ 
gree.  The  villains  proceeded 
down  the  hill  till  they  came  in 
sight  of  the  Diligence,  when  they 
ran  away  across  the  fields,  pursued 
by  the  wounded  gentlemen  and 
sir  John  Scott  Lillie,  who  was  tra¬ 
velling  in  their  company,  but  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  at  some  distance  be¬ 
hind,  when  the  assault  was  com¬ 
mitted.  On  finding  themselves 
closely  pursued,  they  again  pre¬ 
sented  their  guns,  threatening  to 
blow  out  the  brains  of  any  one, 
who  attempted  to  follow  them  ;  so 
that  the  English  party,  who  were 
totally  unarmed,  were  compelled 
to  abandon  the  attempt.  On  their 
arrival  at  Marquise,  they  gave  in¬ 
formation  to  the  gens  d’armes  on 
duty  at  the  village,  who  instantly 
went  in  search  of  the  assassins. 
At  Calais  the  affair  was  laid  before 
the  prefect  of  police,  who  made 
every  exertion  to  discover  the  per¬ 
petrators  of  this  unprovoked  and 
cowardly  attack  upon  three  un¬ 
armed  strangers ;  and  Thomas 
Fonblanque,  esq.,  the  English 
consul,  immediately  wrote  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  case  to  sir  Charles 
Stuart. 

Murder.' — In  the  early  part  of 
this  month  the  following  murder 
was  perpetrated  at  St.  Peters- 
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burgh :  A  wealthy  German  printer, 
was  on  the  eve  of  returning  home 
to  the  land  of  his  fathers,  to  enjoy 
that  fortune  which  he  had  acquired 
by  honest  industry,  when  he  was 
found  murdered  in  his  bed  in  the 
morning ;  several  stabs  with  a 
knife  having  been  inflicted  on  the 
body.  In  his  clinched  hands  were 
tufts  of  different  coloured  hair, 
which  he  had  torn  from  the  as¬ 
sassins  in  his  conflict  with  them. 
They  were  disappointed,  however, 
in  the  booty  they  had  expected  to 
find  :  an  insignificant  sum  was  all 
they  carried  off,  the  great  bulk  of 
his  fortune  being  in  notes  and  bills, 
which  had  been  carefully  concealed 
under  a  carpet.  The  murderers 
were  some  of  his  own  workmen. 
They  quitted  the  town  in  a  tra¬ 
velling  carriage,  but  the  police 
soon  overtook  them,  and  lodged 
them  safely  in  prison. 


FEBRUARY. 

1.  Rathkeale.- — Last  night, 
about  the  hour  of  twelve,  the 
house  of  major  Hare,  of  Mount- 

Elenry,  about  three  miles  from 
this  town,  was  attacked  and  enter¬ 
ed  by  an  armed  party,  who  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  up  stairs  to  the 
major’s  bed-room,  and  murdered 
him.  He  was  shot  through  the 
body  across  the  chest,  the  ball 
entering  at  the  right  side,  and 
passing  out  at  the  left.  They 
took  three  excellent  guns  from  the 
house,  and  some  ammunition.  His 
wife  was  in  the  room  the  whole 
time  :  they  murdered  him  in  the 
lobby. 

3.  Loss  of  the  Thames  East 
Indiaman. — The  Thames  left  the 
Downes  at  12  o’clock  on  Wednes¬ 
day  last,  with  a  smart  breeze  from 
the  south-west,  and  continued 
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beating  to  the  westward  with  fine 
weather  until  Saturday  at  noon, 
when  she  weathered  Beachy  Head, 
the  wind  then  blowing  a  brisk 
gale.  As  night  approached,  the 
gale  increased ;  and  as  darkness 
came  on,  it  blew  a  complete 
hurricane.  Finding  the  shij 
making  fast  towards  the  shore,  an 
order  was  given  to  commence 
firing  signals  of  distress,  but  such 
was  the  state  of  the  elements,  that 
all  idea  of  assistance  was  soon 
abandoned  as  hopeless.  The  vessel 
was  every  moment  approaching 
nearer  the  shore ;  the  sea  running 
mountains  high,  and  the  moon 
affording  a  dim  light  through  the 
dark  clouds,  served  only  to  make 
their  extreme  danger  the  more  ap¬ 
parent. 

At  length,  about  twelve  o’clock, 
the  ship  struck  on  a  rock  very 
near  the  Head,  but  she  floated 
from  thence,  and  drifted  round 
near  to  the  town  of  Eastbourn, 
between  the  Round-house  and  the 
Martello  Tower,  where  she  again 
struck,  and  got  quite  ashore.  This 
was  soon  after  two  o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  from  that 
until  half-past  nine,  the  ship  con¬ 
tinued  to  beat  with  tremendous 
violence  against  the  shore,  and 
every  succeeding  wave  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  shatter  her  to  pieces. 
The  same  incessant  firing  was 
kept  up;  lights  were  very  speedily 
shown  from  the  shore ;  and  in  a 
short  time  the  beach  was  covered 
with  people,  all  anxious  to  assist 
in  the  preservation  of  the  crew, 
but  unfortunately  without  the 
power  of  doing  so  at  that  time. 
Not  long  after  the  ship  struck,  her 
main-mast  went  by  the  board,: 
carrying  with  it  four  of  the  crew,* 1 * 3 
and  in  the  course  of  the  night  the 
fore  and  mizen-masts  followed.! 
and  seven  more  of  the  crew  were 
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washed  overboard.  At  daylight 
this  fine  ship  was  lying  on  the 
sand;  totally  dismasted;  and  strik¬ 
ing  with  a  violence  which  threaten¬ 
ed  to  stove  her  in  pieces ;  and  her 
crew  were  seen  crowded  upon  the 
deck,  looking  anxiously  towards 
the  shore  for  assistance;  and  ex¬ 
pecting  every  moment  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  waves,  which 
were  breaking  upon  them  with 
undiminished  force.  At  this  time, 
several  hundred  people  had  col¬ 
lected  on  the  beach,  and  the  ship 
was  so  near  the  shore,  that  it 
seemed  to  those  on  board,  as  though 
they  could  almost  leap  from  her 
side  to  the  dry  land.  At  length, 
the  only  boat,  that  could  be  found 
large  enough  to  launch  in  the 
tremendous  surf,  was  brought  to 
the  spot,  and  a  midshipman  of  the 
Preventive  service,  with  six  sea¬ 
men,  in  a  moment  volunteered  their 
services  to  attempt  to  reach  the 
ship.  Several  successive  efforts 
were  made  to  launch  her,  but  she 
was  each  time  swamped,  and  her 
gallant  little  crew  washed  ashore. 
Still,  however,  undismayed,  they 
made  another  attempt,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  almost  without 
the  breakers,  when  a  sea  took 
her  starboard  bow,  and  upset  her. 
The  six  seamen  reached  the  shore; 
but  the  gallant  young  officer,  who 
so  fearlessly  had  risked  his  life, 
fell  a  victim  to  his  undaunted 
courage  and  humanity,  and  the 
ship’s  company,  as  well  as  those 
on  shore,  saw  him  struggling  with 
the  waves,  until  his  strength  was 
exhausted,  and  he  sunk  beneath 
them. 

Captain  Manby’s  apparatus  for 
the  preservation  of  lives  was  at 
length  brought  into  action  ;  and  a 
rope  being  thrown  on  board  the 
ship  and  made  last,  the  rest  of  the 
ship’s  company,  together  with 


major  and  Mrs.  MTnnis,  and  their 
female  servant  (passengers),  were 
got  safe  on  shore ;  but  without 
saving  a  single  article,  except  the 
clothes  which  they  had  on  their 
backs.  They  were  all  completely 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  anxiety, 
and  the  passengers  were  conveyed 
as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  near¬ 
est  inn.  The  officers  and  crew 
remained  near  the  spot,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  save  some  part  of 
the  cargo. 

Falcon. — A  falcon  was  lately 
shot  near  Parham,  by  lord  de  la 
Zouch’s  keeper,  the  wings  of  which 
measured  nearly  four  feet.  This 
bird,  being  a  native  of  the  cold  and 
dreary  climes  of  the  north,  is  but 
seldom  found  to  the  south  of  Nor¬ 
way,  Iceland,  and  the  northern 
part  of  Russia.  The  prevailing 
colour  of  its  plumage  is  a  dusky 
brown,  and  spotted  ;  the  feathers 
on  the  legs  are  very  long,  and  of  a 
pure  white ;  the  legs  below  the 
knee  are  of  a  pale  blue,  and  are 
very  strongly  made.  Its  migrating 
so  far  to  the  south  renders  the 
above  a  singular  occurrence. 

Knighthood  in  Ireland. — 
The  opinion  of  the  attorney  and 
solicitor-general  has  been  taken, 
whether  the  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  has  power  to  confer 
the  honour  of  knighthood  ?  and 
they  are  both  decidedly  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  since  the  Union  no 
such  right  has  existed.  A  copy 
of  the  opinion  has  been  sent  to 
lord  Wellesley.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  have  been  knighted  by  the 
different  lords-lieutenant  who  have 
governed  Ireland  since  the  Union, 
and  whose  honours  are  now 
declared  to  be  null  and  void : 
— sir  James  Riddall,  sir  Arthur 
Clarke,  sir  Edward  Stanley,  sir 
John  Ferns,  sir  William  Smyth,, 
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sir  Thomas  Whelan,  sir  William 
Be tli am,  sir  Charles  Morgan,  sir 
Charles  Vernon,  sir  John  Philli- 
more  (R.  N.),  sir  John  Burgoyne, 
sir  John  Stevenson,  and  sir  Thomas 
Moriarty. 

4 .  Proposed  aid  to  Agricul¬ 
turists. — Circular  letters  were 
sent  on  Saturday  last,  by  lord 
Liverpool  and  the  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  the  governor 
and  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank, 
and  some  of  the  principal  bankers, 
inviting  their  attendance  at  Fife- 
house  at  one  o’clock  to  day.  The 
gentlemen  so  invited  repaired 
thither  at  the  time  named,  when 
lord  Liverpool,  after  a  brief  intro¬ 
duction,  adverting  to  the  anxiety 
felt  by  the  government  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  agricultural  interest,  re¬ 
quested  to  be  favoured  with  their 
opinion — whether  an  issue  of  Ex¬ 
chequer-bills  to  the  extent  of  five 
millions,  and  applied  by  govern¬ 
ment  as  a  loan  to  the  country 
bankers,  under  regulations  similar 
to  those  adopted  in  the  issue  of 
bills  for  the  relief  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  distress,  would  enable  the 
country  bankers  to  advance  money 
to  the  farmers  in  the  manner  they 
had  usually  done  previous  to  the 
decline  in  the  value  of  agricultural 
produce,  so  as  to  protect  the  farmer 
from  the  consequence  of  a  forced 
sale  of  his  corn  or  live  stock  ?  The 
gentlemen  present  had  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  giving  a  prompt  answer  to 
his  lordship’s  question,  being  una¬ 
nimously  of  opinion,  that  the  mea¬ 
sure  proposed  would  be  of  no 
utility,  inasmuch  as  the  difficulty 
was,  not  in  the  inadequate  capital 
of  the  country  bankers,  of  which 
great  abundance  existed,  but  in 
the  impossibility  on  the  part  of  the 
farmer  to  offer  sufficient  security. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  markets, 
they  did  not  consider  that  either 
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the  crops  or  live  stock  of  the 
farmer  could  deserve  that  name. 
This  being  the  sole  object  of  the 
interview,  and  lord  Liverpool  hav¬ 
ing  no  further  questions  to  ask, 
the  meeting  separated.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  for  this  conference, 
which  was  known  in  the  city  early 
in  the  morning,  caused  much  ex¬ 
pectation,  because  it  was  supposed 
to  relate  to  financial  matters  of  far 
greater  importance. 

Queen’s  Will. — Her  late  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  will,  with  three  codicils, 
was  proved  in  the  Prerogative 
Court.  The  effects  are  sworn 
under  20,000/.  It  has  been  deter¬ 
mined  by  her  majesty’s  executors, 
that  the  property  which  she  left  at 
Brandenburgh  House,  and  abroad, 
shall  be  immediately  sold,  to  dis¬ 
charge  (as  far  as  it  will  go)  all 
just  claims. 

Horrible  Instance  of  Re¬ 
venge. — J.  Hunt,  who  lives  near 
Spanish  Grove,  in  Virginia,  had 
three  daughters,  one  about  1 8 
years  old,  one  about  12,  and  the 
youngest  about  8 :  these,  with  a 
negro  boy  about  12,  were  all  the 
persons  belonging  to  his  family. 
Mr.  Hunt,  having  gone  to  Rich¬ 
mond,  left  his  three  daughters  and 
the  negro  boy  at  home.  On 
Thursday  evening,  the  13th  of 
December,  the  eldest  daughter 
chastised  the  boy  for  some  miscon¬ 
duct.  At  their  usual  hour  the 
three  girls  went  to  bed,  their 
bedding  having  been  previously 
placed  on  the  fioor  near  the  fire. 
A  short  time  before  day,  the 
girls  caused  the  boy  to  make  a 
fire,  and  again  went  to  sleep ; 
but  they  soon  slept  the  sleep  of 
death ;  for  the  boy,  irritated  by 
the  chastisement  lately  received, 
and  instigated  by  revenge,  mur¬ 
dered  the  three  sisters  as  they  lay 
asleep,  by  ferociously  beating  out 
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their  brains  with  a  large  axe. 
Having  remained  after  the  perpe¬ 
tration  of  the  murder  until  day, 
he  took  whatever  he  imagined 
valuable  to  him,  and  set  fire  to  the 
house ;  it  was  burnt  down,  and 
every  article  of  Hunt’s  furniture 
was  consumed :  several  persons,  who 
saw  the  fire,  hastened  to  the  spot, 
and  got  the  girls  out,  but  so  de¬ 
formed  were  they  by  the  fire,  that 
no  human  beings  ever  presented  a 
more  horrible  appearance.  Upon 
taking  the  boy  up,  he  confessed 
every  circumstance.  A  coroner’s 
jury,  upon  examining  into  the 
case,  called  him  before  them, 
when  he  stated  every  circumstance, 
agreeably  to  his  former  confes¬ 
sion. — Richmond  Enquire r. 

5.  His  Majesty  held  a  court  at 
his  palace  in  Pall  Mall,  which  was 
attended  by  the  great  officers  of 
state,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  &c. 
Among  the  presentations  w7ere, 
Mr.  Thornton,  his  majesty’s  mi¬ 
nister  at  the  court  of  the  lung  of 
Portugal,  on  his  return  from  the 
Brazils ;  and  lord  Clanwilliam, 
upon  his  being  appointed  under¬ 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 
Two  new  official  seals  for  Scotland, 
were  agreed  upon.  Sir  George 
Warrender  was  introduced,  and 
sworn  in  a  privy-councillor.  His 
majesty  gave  audiences  to  the  earl 
of  Liverpool,  the  marquis  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  Mr.  Peel,  the  duke  of 
Montrose,  and  the  duke  of  Dorset. 

* — Next  day  the  king  held  another 
court.  His  majesty  received  on 
the  throne  the  address  of  the 
House  of  Lords ;  to  which  he  was 
pleased  to  return  a  most  gracious 
answer. 

Vaccination. — The  usual  an¬ 
nual  report  to  the  secretary  of  state 
for  the  Home  department,  from  the 
N  ational  V  accine  establishment,  has 
just  been  printed  by  order  of  the 


House  of  Commons.  It  is  signed 
by  sir  Henry  Halford,  president  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Physicians ;  by 
sir  Everard  Home,  master  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ;  sir  W. 
Blizard  and  Henry  Cline,  esq., 
governors  of  the  same;  and  by 
Drs.  Frampton,  Hume,  Badham, 
and  Lloyd,  censors  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians.  The  test 
of  another  year’s  experience  has 
produced  an  increase  in  their 
confidence  as  to  the  benefits  of 
vaccination.  It  appears  to  be  no 
longer  doubtful,  that  the  small¬ 
pox,  in  a  modified  and  peculiar 
form,  will  sometimes  take  place 
after  vaccination ;  but  the  disorder 
has  always  run  a  safe  course,  being 
uniformly  exempt  from  the  se¬ 
condary  fever,  which  is  that  stage 
of  the  small-pox,  in  wrhich  «the 
patient  most  commonly  dies. 

6.  The  penalties,  which  Carlile 
was  sentenced  to  pay  by  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  having  been  es¬ 
treated  and  returned  to  the  Pipe 
Office,  an  extent  was  issued  from 
thence,  directed  to  the  sheriffs  of 
London,  and  commanding  them  to 
levy  for  one  of  the  penalties  to  the 
amount  of  500l.  The  Sheriff  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  large  body  of  his 
officers,  proceeded  to  the  premises ; 
and,  after  seizing  every  thing  that 
bore  the  appearance  of  property, 
shut  up  the  shop. 

9-  On  Friday  night,  the  8th  of 
this  month,  or  early  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  vault  of  the  late 
Thomas  Jones,  esq.,  of  Llantysilio- 
hall,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh, 
was  broken  into  by  seven  or  eight 
men,  with  an  attorney  and  surgeon 
from  a  neighbouring  town  at  their 
head ;  the  coffins  containing  the 
body  of  the  deceased  were  forced 
open,  then  taken  outside,  turned 
upside  down,  and  the  corpse  tum¬ 
bled  upon  the  ground.  The  body 
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having  been  interred  on  the  12th 
of  December,  1820,  was  of  course 
in  a  state  of  great  decay,  as  ap¬ 
peared  by  the  stains  and  smell  left 
upon  the  grass  so  late  as  Sunday 
evening,  notwithstanding  the  heavy 
rain  of  that  day  and  the  day 
before,  when  the  place  was  viewed 
by  the  clergyman  of  the  parish 
and  the  churchwardens.  The  only 
motive  assigned  for  this  outrage  is, 
that  a  person,  supposing  himself 
interested  in  a  will,  had  dreamt 
that  one  was  deposited  under  the 
head  of  the  deceased.  Upon  this 
vision  of  a  disordered  mind,  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  an  attorney  was 
found  weak  enough  and  wicked 
enough  to  commit  the  above 
outrage.  He  came  prepared  with 
a  plumber,  masons,  blacksmith, 
&c.,  and  even  two  females  are  said 
to  have  been  present !  Legal  mea¬ 
sures  are  instituted  against  the 
parties. 

16.  On  Friday  morning  last,  a 
young  man,  named  John  Gales, 
servant  to  John  White,  farmer,  of 
Branking  Moor,  near  Darlington, 
met  an  untimely  death  through 
the  insanity  of  his  master.  White 
had  at  different  times  of  late  ex¬ 
hibited  strong  symptoms  of  mental 
derangement,  and  on  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  was  strongly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  idea,  that  his 
house  was  infested  by  robbers. 
Under  this  impression  he  would 
not  retire  to  rest,  but  wandered 
about  the  house  with  a  loaded  gun 
in  his  hand  the  whole  night,  to 
shoot  (he  said)  the  robbers  as  they 
came  in,  fancying  he  heard  and 
saw  them  at  the  windows.  A 
young  man  from  Darlington, 
named  Bowser,  who  was  with  him 
all  night,  endeavoured,  but  with¬ 
out  effect,  to  divert  and  dissuade 
him  from  his  wild  idea.  Early  in 
the  morning,  White  left  Bowser 


alone  in  the  kitchen,  and  again 
traversed  the  house  with  his  gun. 
The  unfortunate  deceased  came 
down  stairs  about  6  o’clock,  and 
proceeded  to  go  out  to  his  work, 
but  finding  the  outer  door  fastened 
so  as  to  prevent  him,  he  returned 
and  went  into  the  kitchen,  where 
Bowser  was  standing  by  the  fire¬ 
side.  White,  at  that  time  being  in 
the  passage,  suddenly  approached 
and  fired,  lodging  the  contents  of 
his  gun  in  the  body  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  Gales,  near  the  hip  bone. 
He  fell  at  the  feet  of  Bowser,  and 
in  about  two  hours  expired.  A 
coroner’s  jury,  after  a  careful  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  circumstances,  re¬ 
turned  the  following  verdict : — - 
“  That  John  Gales  came  to  his 
death  by  John  White  firing  a  gun, 
loaded  with  gunpowder  and  shot, 
whilst  the  said  John  White  was  in 
a  fit  of  mental  derangement  \” 
White  has  been  committed  to  the 
county  gaol,  to  take  his  trial  for 
murder  at  the  ensuing  assizes. — 
Durham  Advertiser. 

Coins  discovered. — A  number 
of  labourers  being  employed  under 
the  direction  of  Messrs.  Aldermen 
Wood  and  J.  J.  Smith,  to  clear 
away  some  very  ancient  rubbish  in 
the  Borough  Compter,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  making  a  common  sewer, 
discovered,  in  digging  up  the  foun¬ 
dation,  several  old  gold  coins  of 
the  early  reigns  of  the  Henry s, 
some  silver  coins  of  Charles  1st 
and  queen  Elizabeth,  in  a  very 
perfect  state,  and  pieces  of  curious¬ 
ly  wrought  iron,  supposed  to  be 
fragments  of  armour,  and  to  be  of 
Danish  workmanship. 

Destruction  of  Thrashing 
Machines. — On  Thursday  last, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  idle  and  disorderly  per¬ 
sons  assembled  at  Shimpling,  near 
Diss,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking 
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a  thrashing  machine,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Mr.  J.  Sparham,  at 
Shiinp]  ing-place,  which  they  ut¬ 
terly  demolished.  Warrants  were 
immediately  issued  for  bringing 
six  of  the  offenders  to  the  King’s- 
head,  Diss.  On  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  they  arrived  in  the  market¬ 
place  in  that  town,  about  ten 
o’clock,  accompanied  by  about  two 
hundred  labourers  from  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  who  were  determined 
that  the  offenders  should  not  be 
taken  into  the  magistrates’  room. 
Considerable  resistance  was  made 
to  the  first  man  being  taken  into 
custody.  Mr.  Lee  then  read  the 
riot  act,  after  which  the  remain¬ 
ing  five  surrendered  without  giv¬ 
ing  any  farther  trouble.  They 
were  admitted  to  bail  to  appear  at 
the  adjourned  sessions  at  Norwich, 
on  the  6th  of  March  next,  for 
trial. 

Lord  Byron’s  “  Cain.”— Mr. 
Shadwell  applied  to  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  lately,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Murray,  the  publisher,  for  an  in¬ 
junction  to  restrain  a  printer 
named  Benbow  from  pirating  the 
above  work.  The  lord  chancellor 
informed  Mr.  Shadwell,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  read  the  work,  he  entertained 
a  reasonable  doubt  of  its  character ; 
and  therefore,  until  the  learned 
counsel  could  show  that  he  could 
maintain  an  action  upon  it,  he 
must  refuse  an  injunction. 

“  Cain.” — Letter  from  Lord 
Byron  to  Mr.  Murray. — Pisa, 
Feb.  8 — ff  Dear  Sir  ;  attacks  upon 
me  were  to  be  expected;  but  I 
perceive  one  upon  you  in  the 
papers,  which  I  confess  that  I  did 
not  expect.  How,  or  in  what 
manner,  you  can  be  considered 
responsible  for  what  I  publish,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  If 
‘  Cain’  be  ‘  blasphemous,’  Para¬ 
dise  Lost  is  blasphemous  ;  and  the 


words  of  the  Oxford  gentleman, 
c  Evil,  be  thou  my  good,’  are 
from  that  very  poem,  from  the 
mouth  of  Satan ;  and  is  there  any 
thing  more  in  that  of  Lucifer  in 
the  Mystery  ?  Cain  is  nothing 
more  than  a  drama,  not  a  piece  of 
argument.  If  Lucifer  and  Cain 
speak  as  the  first  murderer  and  the 
first  rebel  may  be  supposed  to 
speak,  surely  all  the  rest  of  the 
personages  talk  also  according  to 
their  characters ;  and  the  stronger 
passions  have  ever  been  permitted 
to  the  drama.  I  have  even  avoid¬ 
ed  introducing  the  Deity,  as  in 
Scripture  (though  Milton  does, 
and  not  very  wisely  either)  ;  but 
have  adopted  his  angel,  as  sent  to 
Cain  instead,  on  purpose  to  avoid 
shocking  any  feelings  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  by  falling  short  of,  what  all 
uninspired  men  must  fall  short  in, 
viz.,  giving  an  adequate  notion  of 
the  effect  of  the  presence  of  Jehovah. 
The  old  Mysteries  introduced  him 
liberally  enough,  and  all  this  is 
avoided  in  the  new  one. 

“  The  attempt  to  bully  you,  be¬ 
cause  they  think  it  will  not  suc¬ 
ceed  with  me,  seems  to  me  as 
atrocious  an  attempt  as  ever  dis¬ 
graced  the  times.  What !  when 
Gibbon’s,  Hume’s,  Priestley’s,  and 
Drummond’s  publishers  have  been 
allowed  to  rest  in  peace  for  seventy 
years,  are  you  to  be  singled  out 
for  a  work  of  fiction,  not  of  history 
or  argument  ?  There  must  be 
something  at  the  bottom  of  this — 
some  private  enemy  of  your  own  : 
it  is  otherwise  incredible. 

“  I  can  only  say,  f  Me — me — ad~ 
sum  quifeci,’  that  any  proceedings 
directed  against  you,  I  beg  may  be 
transferred  to  me,  who  am  willing, 
and  ought  to  endure  them  all ; 
that  if  you  have  lost  money  by  the 
publication,  I  will  refund  any,  or 
all,  of  the  copyright ;  that  I  desire 
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you  will  say.,  that  both  you  and 
Mr.  Gifford  remonstrated  against 
the  publication,  as  also  Mr.  Hob- 
house  ;  that  I  alone  occasioned  it, 
and  I  alone  am  the  person  who 
either  legally  or  otherwise  should 
bear  the  burthen.  If  they  prose¬ 
cute,  I  will  come  to  England ;  that 
is,  if  by  meeting  it  in  my  own 
person,  I  can  save  yours.  Let,  me 
know-— -you  sha’nt  suffer  for  me,  if 
I  can  help  it.  Make  any  use  of 
this  letter  which  you  please. 
Yours,  ever,  Byron.” 

France. — -By  a  royal  ordinance 
of  Louis  18th,  M.  Lain,  in  quality 
of  ex-minister  of  the  interior,  is 
granted  a  pension  for  his  natural  life 
of  about  800/.  per  annum;  M.  Pas- 
quier,  late  foreign  secretary,  480/. 
per  annum ;  and  M.  Portal,  late 
minister  of  marine,  the  like  yearly 
sum. 

A  very  important  suit,  says  a 
French  paper  (involving  property 
to  the  annual  amount  of  150,000 
francs),  will  shortly  be  brought 
before  the  tribunals.  When  marshal 
Massena  (who  was  duke  de  Rivoli) 
was  created  prince  d’ Esling,  the 
letters-patent,  which  conferred 
upon  him  the  latter  title,  stipulated 
for  him  and  his  male  issue,  by 
order  of  progeniture,  that  at  his 
death,  in  the  event  of  his  leaving 
several  male  heirs,  the  title  of 
prince  d’Esling,  and  the  revenue 
attached  to  it,  should  devolve  upon 
the  eldest  son ;  and  the  title  of 
duke  of  Rivoli,  and  the  dependent 
revenue,  to  the  youngest  son.  The 
contingency,  thus  provided  for  by 
the  letters-patent,  has  happened. 
Massena  died  several  years  ago, 
and  left  two  sons.  The  eldest  took 
possession  of  the  principality  of 
Esling,  and  the  youngest  of  the 
duchy  of  Rivoli.  In  the  course  of 
last  year,  the  eldest  died  without 
male  issue,  on  which  the  youngest 


appealed  to  the  minister  of  finance, 
in  support  of  his  claim  to  the  title 
and  revenue  of  the  principality  of 
Esling,  which  his  excellency  re¬ 
cognised.  This  revenue,  which 
principally  consists  of  shares  in  the 
canals  of  Orleans  and  Toulouse, 
reverting,  conformably  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  letters-patent,  in 
case  of  extinction  of  the  title,  to  the 
crown,  and  the  said  shares,  by  the 
law  of  December  1814,  being  on 
that  event  to  be  restored  to  their 
ancient  possessors,  the  family  of 
Caraman  have  entered  before  the 
tribunals,  against  the  duke  de 
Rivoli,  a  demand  to  the  effect  of 
declaring,  that  the  title  of  prince 
of  Esling  is  extinct,  that  the 
revenue  thereof  was  revertible  to 
the  crown  ;  and  consequently  that 
the  shares  ought  to  be  restored  to 
the  ancient  possessors,  M.  M.  de 
Caraman.  The  question  to  be 
decided  therefore  is,  whether,  when 
Buonaparte  said,  there  are  two 
titles  at  the  death  of  the  marshal 
— the  eldest  son  shall  have  the 
title  of  duke  d’Esling,  and  its 
dependent  revenue  ;  the  younger, 
the  duchy  of  Rivoli  and  its  revenue 
— it  was  to  be  understood,  that  in 
case  the  eldest  son  died  without 
male  heirs,  the  title  should  be  ex¬ 
tinct  ;  or  if,  on  the  contrary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law  of  Majorats, 
the  younger  brother  has  not  a 
right  to  take  possession,  on  the 
death  of  the  elder  ? 

Outrage  at  Glasgow. — A 
house  in  Clvde-street,  which  has 
been  occupied  for  some  time  by 
Mr.  Provand,  partly  as  a  dwelling, 
and  partly  as  a  manufactory  for 
paints,  was  last  night  (Sunday) 
completely  sacked  by  an  infuriated 
mob,  every  pane  of  glass  being 
broken,  and  the  whole  furniture 
torn  down  and  tossed  into  the 
river.  The  cause  of  this  outrage 
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is  discreditable  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  populace,,  for  it  is  said  they 
were  collected  together,  and  urged 
on,  by  a  report,  that  a  number  of 
children  had  been  seduced  into  the 
house  from  time  to  time,  and  made 
away  with  for  the  purpose  of 
maldng  red  paint  with  their  blood. 
Some,  who  were  above  being  gulled 
by  such  nonsense,  got  an  idea  that 
dissecting  operations  were  carried 
on  in  the  house,  and  became 
equally  indignant  at  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  proprietor.  Four  previous 
attempts  had  been  made,  three 
of  them  on  Sunday  evenings,  to 
raise  a  mob  about  the  house,  but 
the  boys,  who  then  collected,  were 
easily  driven  away  by  the  in¬ 
mates.  Last  evening,  however, 
there  was  a  determined  attack 
made,  and  the  assailants  were 
many  of  them  full-grown  men. 
The  attack  commenced,  as  usual, 
by  throwing  stones  at  the  win¬ 
dows,  to  which  succeeded  the  more 
important  operations  of  breaking 
open  the  doors  and  windows,  tear¬ 
ing  down  the  furniture  and  throw¬ 
ing  it  into  the  street,  from  whence 
it  was  speedily  conveyed  into  the 
Clyde.  It  was  four  o’clock  when 
the  mob  began  to  act,  and,  none  of 
the  magistrates  being  immediately 
at  hand,  it  was  about  five  when 
the  master  of  police  arrived  with 
some  infantry,  and  soon  after  the 
lord  provost,  who  had  been  previ¬ 
ously  on  the  spot,  returned  with  a 
party  of  cavalry.  Before  this, 
some  police  officers  had  come  to 
the  place,  and  carried  off  a  few 
prisoners,  but  were  totally  in¬ 
adequate  for  any  effectual  resist¬ 
ance.  Some  gentlemen,  thinking 
that  the  appearance  and  remon¬ 
strances  of  respectable  people  would 
bring  the  mob  to  reason,  made 
their  way  into  the  house,  but  they 
were  so  rudely  assailed,  that  part 


of  them  were  glad  to  effect  their 
escape,  and  the  remainder  barrica- 
doed  themselves  in  the  upper  floor. 
The  arrival  of  the  military  put  a 
stop  to  all  farther  attack ;  indeed  the 
mob  had  left  themselves  nothing; 
to  do  in  the  way  of  demolition  - 
the  riot  act  was  read,  but  not  acted 
upon.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
military,  a  number  of  prisoners 
were  made,  six  of  whom  were 
taken  in  the  house.  The  cavalry 
returned  to  their  barracks  about 
12  o’clock  ;  but  a  party  of  the  in¬ 
fantry,  with  some  of  the  police, 
remained  in  the  house  all  night. 
The  magistracy  have  offered  a  re¬ 
ward  of  200  guineas  for  informa¬ 
tion  which  may  lead  to  the  appre¬ 
hension  and  conviction  of  the 
offenders. — Glasgow  Herald . 

1,9-  Court  of  King’s  Bench. 
—  W oodrojfe  v.  Helps. — Mr.  Gur¬ 
ney  stated  to  the  jury,  that  this 
was  an  action  brought  against  the 
defendant,  for  the  breach  of  a  war¬ 
ranty  given  on  the  purchase  of  a 
dog.  The  plaintiff  applied  to  Mr. 
Helps,  who  was  a  dog-dealer,  to 
procure  him  a  capital  setter  for  the 
last  sporting  season,  when  he  pro¬ 
mised  he  would  let  him  have  the 
finest  setter  ever  seen — one  that 
was  equally  well  trained  to  stand  or 
back.  Mr.  Woodroffe  first  tried 
the  dog  in  the  fields  near  Edge- 
ware  ;  but,  as  might  be  expected, 
found  very  few  birds  there,  and  had 
no  opportunity  of  ascertaining  his 
qualities.  He  ultimately  purchased 
him,  at  the  price  of  13/.,  with  a 
written  warranty  that  the  setter 
“  would  back  and  stand,  and  was 
in  every  respect  a  thorough-broke 
dog.”  Mr.  Woodroffe,  expecting 
fine  sport  with  his  purchase,  took 
him  down,  together  with  a  setter 
bitch,  into  Leicestershire ;  and, 
having  arrived  at  Woburn  in  his 
way  on  the  24th  of  August,  thought 
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he  would  try  the  dog  in  a  field, 
where  a  covey  of  partridges  had 
alighted.  The  groom  was  accord¬ 
ingly  sent  with  the  dog  and  bitch 
into  the  field ;  the  bitch  imme¬ 
diately  pointed,  hut  the  dog  would 
neither  stand  nor  back,  but  ran  in 
among  the  birds,  which  of  course 
flew  away.  This  happened  twice ; 
and  Mr.  Woodroffe  might  have 
directly  returned  him ;  but  then 
he  foresaw  this  answer — “  Oh, 
this  is  only  the  24th  of  August ; 
he  is  a  thorough-bred  dog,  and 
will  neither  stand  nor  back  till  the 
1st  of  September  \”  After  the  1st 
of  September,  however,  he  was 
tried  in  Leicestershire,  and,  to  give 
him  every  chance,  in  Northamp¬ 
tonshire  too ;  but  he  would  never 
do  his  duty  in  standing  or  backing, 
nor  would  he  even  follow  a  good 
example  when  it  was  set  him.  In 
short,  he  was  not  worth  a  shilling, 
and  Mr.  Woodroffe  would  have 
immediately  returned  him,  but  he 
became  lame,  and  therefore  was 
not  returned  till  the  beginning  of 
December. 

The  warranty  was  then  proved, 
dated  the  3rd  of  August.  The 
groom  of  Mr.  Woodroffe  proved 
that  the  dog  never  did  stand  or 
back,  after  repeated  trials  in  the 
first  and  subsequent  weeks  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  and  his  testimony  was 
corroborated  by  several  persons 
from  Leicestershire,  who  attempted 
to  shoot  with  him  in  company  with 
the  plaintiff  A  letter  was  put  in 
from  Mr.  Woodroffe  to  the  de¬ 
fendant,  dated  the  11th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  in  which  he  complained  of 
the  qualities  of  the  dog,  but  said 
that  he  did  not  discover  them 
before  on  account  of  the  lateness 
of  the  corn,  which  retarded  the 
season  for  shooting.  To  this  the 
defendant  replied,  alleging  that 
the  dog  was  thorough-bred,  but 


[1822. 

expressing  a  willingness  to  change 
him,  if  there  was  another  which 
would  suit  Mr.  Woodroffe.  The 
dog,  however,  continued  lame  at 
Leicester  till  November,  and,  after 
a  refusal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Helps 
to  receive  him,  and  to  return  the 
money,  he  was  lost  on  the  road 
between  Hampstead  and  Highgate. 

Mr.  Scarlett,  for  the  defendant, 
contended  that  the  jury  ought  to 
infer,  that  the  dog  was  spoiled  by 
the  mismanagement  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  ;  that  no  due  notice  was  given 
of  the  deficiencies  of  the  animal ; 
that  the  best  dog  in  England 
might  be  spoiled  in  a  day,*  and 
that  the  plaintiff  had  evinced  the 
dishonesty  of  his  case,  by  writing, 
on  the  11th  of  September,  that  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  trying  the 
dog  before,  whereas  he  had  tried 
him  several  days  in  the  previous 
week,  by  the  evidence  of  his  own 
witnesses.  The  learned  counsel 
called  persons,  who  swore  that  Mr. 
Woodroffe  had  expressed  himself 
satisfied  with  the  dog  before  he 
left  London,  and  others  who  traced 
the  history  of  the  dog,  until  he 
was  sold  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
Helps,  and  who  believed  him  then 
to  be  an  accomplished  setter. 

Mr.  Gurney  replied,  contending 
that  it  would  be  a  most  serious 
evil,  if  dog-dealers  might  get  rid 
of  the  effect  of  warranties,  by  al¬ 
leging  that  the  dogs  were  never 
well  managed  but  in  their  own 
hands,  and  might  be  spoiled  in  a 
day.  The  expressions  of  satisfac¬ 
tion  alleged,  were  used,  if  at  all, 
before  the  plaintiff  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  trial. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said, 
that  however  little  the  jury  might 
know  on  the  subject  of  dogs,  their 
knowledge  must  be  equal  to  his 
own.  The  question  certainly  was, 
whether  the  dog  was  worthless,  not 
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on  the  1st  of  September,  but  when 
it  was  delivered  with  the  warranty : 
if  they  thought  the  latter,  they 
would  find  a  verdict  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff  for  15/. 

The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff 
—Damages  15/. 

East  India  College  and 
Military  Asylum. — A  return  to 
an  order  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  states  the  total  expense  of 
the  East  India  Company’s  college 
at  Haileybury,  since  its  establish¬ 
ment  in  1805  to  1820  inclusive, 
at  247,595/.  5s.  10 d.,  including 
92,325/.  8^.  7 d.,  the  expense  of 
building.  The  total  number  of 
writers  sent  out  to  India  and 
China,  498.  Annual  amount  of 
salaries  of  professors  and  other 
officers,  6,702/.  106*.  Ditto,  ser¬ 
vants’  wages,  1,744/.  8s.  Total 
expense  of  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany’s  military  asylum  at  Addis- 
combe,  since  its  establishment  in 
1808  to  1821  inclusive,  1 36,998/.  5<?., 
including  41,032/.  13s.  2 d.  for 

building.  Total  number  of  cadets 
educated  at  Addiscombe,  sent  out 
to  India,  335.  Total  number  of 
cadets  sent  out  to  India  by  the  East 
India  Company,  since  1814  inclu¬ 
sive,  from  the  military  seminary 
at  Addiscombe,  and  who  have  been 
instructed  in  the  Hindostanee  lan¬ 
guage  before  their  departure, 
l,6l6.  Total  annual  amount  of 
pay  to  officers  and  professors, 
4,622/.  9s.  3d. 

20.  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
— Garland  v.  Jekyll  and  another. 
— This  was  an  action  brought  by 
the  plaintiff,  who  is  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Weeks-park-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  to  recover  from 
the  defendants,  as  executors  of  the 
late  sir  Charles  Bunbury,  a  sum  of 
2,600/.,  the  value  of  14  horses, 
claimed  by  him  as  heriots,  to 
which  he  was  entitled  bv  the 


custom  of  the  manor.  Sir  Charles 
was  tenant  by  copy  of  court-roll  of 
a  portion  of  this  manor/ which  had 
descended  to  him  from  two  sisters, 
who  held  it  in  coparcenary,  through 
their  several  intermediate  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  in  the  course  of  which 
descent,  it  became  subdivided  into 
14  lesser  estates.  Now  the  plain¬ 
tiff  contended,  that  the  original 
estate  being  once  severed,  each  of 
the  minor  estates  continued  a 
separate  and  distinct  estate  for 
ever  afterwards,  although  they  all 
happened  to  centre  in  one  in¬ 
dividual,  and  as  such  were  liable, 
by  the  custom  of  the  manor,  each 
to  a  separate  and  specific  heriot. 
In  support  of  this  position,  the 
court-roll  of  the  manor  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  evidence,  to  prove  from 
entries  in  it,  that  in  two  or  three 
instances,  distinct  heriots  had  been 
paid  to  the  lord  for  some  of  the 
subdivided  estates,  before  they 
descended  to  sir  Charles  Bunbury. 

The  defendants  insisted,  that, 
when  an  estate  descended  from  a 
coparcener  to  her  representatives, 
it  still  retained  its  quality  of  unity, 
and  was  therefore  only  liable  to 
one  heriot.  This  part  of  the  case 
was  reserved  for  the  consideration 
of  the  court  in  Banco,  which  is  to 
decide  whether  or  not  the  defend¬ 
ants  are  liable  by  law  to  pay  a 
specific  heriot  for  each  of  the  sub¬ 
divisions  of  the  original  estate 
which  had  descended  to  sir  Charles 
Bunbury  ;  if  so,  in  what  propor¬ 
tions  it  was  liable ;  and  then,  how 
far  the  particular  custom  of  this 
manor  controlled  the  general  law 
in  the  present  case. 

A  question  then  went  to  the 
jury  under  these  circumstances  : — 
After  the  death  of  sir  Charles,  two 
men  were  sent  by  the  plaintiff 
down  to  Barton,  where  sir  Charles’s 
stud  was,  to  seize  or  demand  the 
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heriots.  These  persons  were  shown 
into  the  paddock  by  the  groom  of 
the  stud,  where  they  saw  22  blood- 
horses,  a  list  of  the  names  of  which 
they  took  down  from  the  mouth 
of  the  groom,  who  told  them  that 
the  horse  “  Smolensko”  was  then 
at  a  Dr.  Clark’s,  in  Yorkshire. 
Upon  coming  away,  the  groom 
informed  them  that  there  were  two 
others,  which  they  had  not  yet 
seen ;  to  which  they  replied,  that 
they  had  seen  enough  for  their 
purpose.  They,  however,  entered 
Smolensko’s  name  at  the  top  of  the 
list.  The  stud  was  subsequently 
sold  at  Tattersall’s  by  consent, 
without  prejudice  to  this  claim; 
and  Smolensko  fetched  no  less  a 
sum  than  1,300  guineas.  The 
jury  was,  therefore,  to  decide, 
supposing  the  plaintiff’s  claim  to 
the  heriots  to  be  well-founded, 
whether  or  not  he  was  entitled  to 
the  value  of  Smolensko  as  one  of 
them;  the  plaintiff’s  counsel  con¬ 
tending  that  he  had  made  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  him  amongst  others,  as 
appeared  from  his  name  being 
entered  on  the  list ;  whilst  the 
counsel  for  the  defendant  insisted 
that  the  persons  who  went  to 
Barton  selected  two  and  twenty 
(the  number  to  which  they  then 
thought  the  plaintiff  entitled)  from 
those  which  were  in  the  paddocks ; 
and  that  they  could  not  have 
selected  Smolensko,  as  they  had 
not  seen  him,  he  being  in  Yorkshire 
at  the  time. 

The  jury  retired  from  court  to 
deliberate,  and  after  about  half  an 
hour’s  absence,  returned  with  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the 
value  of  so  many  heriots  as  the 
court  should  pronounce  him  entitled 
to,  to  be  chosen  from  amongst 
those  horses  which  the  persons  sent 
by  the  plaintiff  to  Barton  had  seen 
in  the  paddocks. 
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22.  A  singular  circumstance  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  Auction-mart,  in  the 
sale  of  some  stock  of  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  company.  The  whole  amount 
to  be  sold  was  somewhat  exceeding 
7,800/.,  which  was  put  up  in  lots 
of  100/.  each.  The  first  lot  was 
knocked  down  at  103/.,  but  a  gra¬ 
dual  advance  took  place  on  all 
those  which  succeeded  it,  so  that 
the  last  lot  but  one  was  purchased 
at  2 551.  The  last  lot,  which  was 
for  107/-  stock,  was  knocked  down 
at  26l/.,  and  would  probably  have 
produced  more,  but  that  it  was 
supposed  to  be  an  even  100/.  in 
stock,  as  the  rest  of  the  lots  were. 
The  present  interest  paid  on  the 
stock  is  only  4  per  cent,  but  the 
advantages  expected  to  accrue  from 
the  union  with  the  North  West 
Company  are  believed  to  have  given 
to  it  the  increased  value  above- 
mentioned. 

Navy  5  per  Cents. — The  Earl 
of  Liverpool  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  according  to 
public  notice,  met  the  bankers,  and 
others,  proprietors  of  5  per  cent 
stock,  to  submit  to  them  the  plan 
about  to  be  proposed  to  parliament 
for  paying  off  that  stock.  A  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  gentlemen  had 
assembled  by  11  o’clock,  but  the 
doors  of  the  council  chamber  were 
not  opened  till  half  past  12.  Many 
of  the  most  eminent  bankers  in  the 
city  were  present.  As  soon  as  the 
requisite  silence  and  order  could 
be  obtained,  after  the  rush  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  into  the  room,  his  lordship 
addressed  them  nearly  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : — “  Gentlemen,  we 
have  desired  your  attendance  to¬ 
day,  that,  in  the  presence  of  the 
governor  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  we  might  submit  to 
you  the  plan,  which  government 
intends  to  propose  to  parliament 
for  paying  off  the  Navy  5  per 
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cents.  We  do  not  mean  to  enter 
into  any  discussion,  but  merely  to 
read  to  you  the  plan  which  will 
be  handed  over  to  the  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  that  it  may 
receive  as  great  and  immediate  a 
publicity  as  possible.”  His  lord- 
ship  then  read  from  a  paper  the 
scheme,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  outline: — 

“  A  new  stock  to  be  created, 
bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
4  per  cent  per  annum ;  the  interest 
to  be  payable  on  the  5  th  of  January 
and  the  5th  of  July  in  each  year  ; 
and  not  to  be  paid  off  until  the 
5th  of  January,  1829* 

“  All  holders  of  5  per  cents  who 
shall  not  signify  their  dissent,  to 
have,  for  every  100/.  five  per  cent 
annuities,  105/.  in  the  new  4  per 
cent  stock. 

“  The  first  dividend  of  the  new 
4  per  cent  stock  to  be  payable  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1823. 

“  Books  to  be  opened  at  the 
Bank,  from  Monday,  the  4th  of 
March,  to  Saturday,  the  l6th 
of  March,  1822,  both  days  inclu¬ 
sive,  for  receiving  signatures  of 
persons  dissenting. 

“  Persons  not  signifying  their 
dissent  within  this  period,  to  be 
deemed  to  have  assented,  unless 
they  shall  have  been  out  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  whole  of 
such  period ;  in  which  case,  they 
shall  be  permitted  to  express  such 
dissent  at  any  time  before  the  1st 
day  of  June,  1822;  and  any  per¬ 
sons  who  may  be  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world,  except  Europe,  to  be 
permitted  to  express  their  dissent 
at  any  time  before  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1823. 

“  P ersons  dissenting,  to  be  paid 
off  m  the  numerical  order  in  which 
their  names  may  be  subscribed. 
Such  payment  to  commence  on  the 
5th  July,  1822,  and  to  be  conti- 
Vol.'  LX IV. 


nued  at  such  periods,  and  in  such 
manner,  as  parliament  may  direct. 

“  All  holders  of  five  per  cent 
stock  will  receive  the  dividends 
due,  on  the  5th  July,  1822.” 

Coast  Blockade  Service.— 
Hastings,  Feb.  23.  The  Sussex 
smugglers,  taking  advantage  of  the 
present  dark  nights,  have  been 
making  attempts  upon  all  parts  of 
the  coast.  In  every  instance,  where 
they  have  ventured  upon  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  coast  blockade 
parties,  they  have  entirely  failed. 
On  the  11th  instant,  a  company 
of  300  went  down  to  Crow  Link 
Gap,  near  Eastboum,  and  by  a 
sudden  rush  succeeded  in  seizing 
two  of  the  guard  stationed  there, 
but  the  third  sentinel,  firing  his 
pistol  repeatedly,  alarmed  the 
officers ;  the  boat  was  pushed  off] 
and  the  object  of  the  smugglers 
frustrated.  Four  nights  afterwards, 
a  cargo  was  landed,  without  oppo¬ 
sition,  at  Cliff  Point,  Seaford, 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  blockade 
system ;  when  the  Preventive 
Water- guard  seized  63  tubs  and 
a  horse,  the  smugglers  amply 
indemnifying  themselves  by  carry¬ 
ing  off  300  half-ankers  of  spirits 
in  safety.  At  three  o’clock  this 
morning,  another  numerous  gang 
of  smugglers  marched  down  to" 
Martello  Tower,  No.  52,  oppo¬ 
site  the  village  of  Little  Common, 
and  endeavoured  to  seize  the 
blockade  sentinel ;  but  the  man 
having  received  several  blows  with 
the  smugglers’  bats  or  sticks,  drew 
forth  his  pistol,  and  shot  one  of 
his  antagonists  dead  on  the  spot. 
Upon  this  alarm,  the  boat  made 
sail  from  the  land,  with  her  whole 
cargo  on  board.  The  blockade 
parties  hastened  to  the  spot,  and 
succeeded  in  taking  one  of  thfe 
smugglers  into  custody,  although 
he  did  not  happen  to  be  one  of 
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those  who  were  provided  with 
fire-arms.  A  coach  and  six,  which 
was  in  waiting  at  the  back  of  the 
beach,  to  carry  off  the  contraband 
goods,  drove  off'  empty,  being 
stopped  and  examined  several  times 
before  it  reached  Pevensey,  by 
different  officers  who  were  hasten¬ 
ing  to  the  assistance  of  their  com¬ 
panions.  The  sentinel,  who  be¬ 
haved  so  gallantly  in  the  defence 
of  his  own  life,  and  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  duty,  now  lies  ill  in 
bed,  in  consequence  of  the  bruises 
he  received. 

Old  Bailey. — William  Abbott, 
aged  49,  was  indicted  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Mary  Lees,  alias  Duggan, 
commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
“  Long  Poll.”  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence,  that  the  deceased 
cohabited  with  the  prisoner,  and 
that  she  met  her  death  on  the  7th 
of  February,  in  Dyot-street, 
Bloomsbury.  Words  arose  between 
them,  and  he  beat  and  kicked  her 
so  unmercifully,  that  she  died  in 
the  course  of  the  night.  When 
her  death  was  announced,  the  pri¬ 
soner  expressed  considerable  satis¬ 
faction,  observing  that  he  should 
take  her  body  to  the  anatomist,  in 
Blenheim-street. 

Ann  Smith  examined.  - —  She 
heard  the  words  arise,  saw  prisoner 
kick  the  deceased,  and  on  witness’s 
interfering,  prisoner  threatened  to 
serve  her  in  the  same  way  ;  adding, 
if  her  father  and  mother  came 
from  the  grave,  he  would  do  the 
same  by  them.  He  stamped  on 
her  belly  several  times ;  and  on 
the  deceased  making;  towards  the 
fire-place,  he  again  renewed  his 
attack.  The  deceased  was  per¬ 
fectly  sober  at  the  time ;  they  had 
a  pot  of  porter,  but  the  deceased 
wras  so  weak,  that  she  could  not 
partake  of  it.  Prisoner  charged 
her  with  spending  his  money,  and 
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repeatedly  said,  he  would  kill  hei 
that  night.  The  deceased  was 
bruised  on  the  right  side  of  the 
head,  and  when  witness  advised 
her  to  send  for  the  patrol,  the 
prisoner  said,  he  would  kill  her 
instantly  if  she  did.  This  violence 
continued :  he  cut  off  her  pockets, 
and  the  only  provocation  noticed 
by  witness  was  the  use  of  an 
indecent  name.  A  person  of  the 
name  of  Morris  came  into  the 
room,  when  they  were  cutting  a 
piece  of  raw  beef  for  the  bruise. 
Witness  lodged  for  four  years  at 
the  house  of  the  prisoner,  and 
never  had  a  quarrel  with  him. 
He  had  been  drinking  during  the 
day,  but  was  not  drunk.  Prisoner 
was  smoking  a  great  part  of  the 
time,  and  seemed  quite  insensible  to 
the  groans  of  the  deceased. 

The  prisoner  denied  the  truth 
of  this  statement,  and  the  violence 
of  which  he  was  accused. 

The  witness  was  called  back  and 
re-examined,  and  still  persisted  in 
asserting  the  truth  of  what  she 
said. 

Two  other  witnesses,  lodgers  in 
the  house,  fully  confirmed  the 
statement  of  Ann  Smith ;  and 
Mr.  John  Davis  and  Mr.  Ogle, 
two  surgeons,  averred  their  con¬ 
viction,  that  the  death  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  was  owing  to  the  sudden 
violence  inflicted  on  her. 

The  prisoner,  in  his  defence,  al¬ 
leged,  they  were  both  drinking, 
and  that  saucy  words  on  her  part 
induced  him  to  strike  her,  without 
any  intention  of  producing  her 
death. 

Mr.  Baron  Graham  recapitulated : 
the  evidence. 

The  jury  retired  for  about  ten  I 
minutes,  and  on  returning  into: 
court,  pronounced  a  verdict  of' 
Guilty . 

During  the  absence  of  the  juryy 
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the  prisoner  seemed  to  be  perfectly 
callous.,  and  on  hearing  the  verdict 
remained  unmoved. 

25.  Cork. — An  express  arrived 
in  this  city.,  with  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  plac¬ 
ing  the  county  of  Cork  under 
the  operation  of  the  Insurrection 
Act.  * 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  notice, 
framed  in  violent  and  inflammatory 
language,  was  found  pasted  to  the 
chapel-gate  at  Cioghroe,  a  short 
distance  from  this  city,  command¬ 
ing  the  parishioners  and  inhabitants 
of  that  district,  under  pain  of  the 
displeasure  and  vengeance  of 
captain  Rock,  in  future  to  pay 
neither  tithes  nor  taxes  of  any 
description,  and  not  to  pay  more 
than  3/.  an  acre  for  potatoe-land.  It 
also  called  on  all  persons,  who  had 
taken  land  within  seven  years,  to 
surrender  it  immediately ;  and 
concluded  with  denouncing  captain 
Rock's  vengeance  against  any 
person,  who  should  take  down  the 
notice.  This  threat  was,  however, 
disregarded  by  the  rev.  Maurice 
Lane,  Roman  Catholic  clergyman 
of  the  parish,  who  immediately 
addressed  his  congregation  on  the 
consequences  of  engaging  in  such 
conspiracies  and  outrages. 

28.  Bow-street.-^- Mr.  Wm. 
Miller,  a  young  man  charged  on 
the  preceding  Thursday  with  a 
rape,  attended  at  this  office  for 
further  examination,  accompanied 
by  his  brother  and  solicitor.  After 
some  other  business  had  been 
■  transacted,  the  prosecutrix,  her 
:  mother,  her  two  sisters,  and  her 
|  step-father,  were  conducted  into 
the  office. 

The  prosecutrix,  rather  a  well- 
|  looking  girl,  about  20,  was  then 
sworn  and  examined,  having  been 
!  previously  placed  in  a  chair  near 
!the  table,  in  consequence  of  the 


delicate  state  of  her  health.  She 
stated  that  her  name  was  Eliza 
Sharman.  She  lived  with  her 
mother  and  her  step-father,  Mr. 
Clarke,  at  No.  22,  Charles-street, 
Queen  s  Elms,  Chelsea.  The  de¬ 
fendant  and  his  brother  had  lodged 
at  Mr.  Clarke’s  house.  On  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  the  3rd  of  February, 
at  about  ten  o’clock,  she  was  going 
up  stairs  to  bed,  and  met  Mr. 
Miller  coming  down.  He  said  to 
the  witness,  “  I  was  coming  down 
to  look  for  some  of  you ;  I  want 
to  speak  to  you.”  She  walked  up 
stairs  with  him  to  his  front  room, 
not  knowing  that  his  brother  was 
in  bed.  This  was  on  the  first 
floor,  and  his  brother  slept  on  the 
second  floor.  When  she  went  in, 
he  shut  the  door,  and  said  “  stop 
a  minute.”  She  had  a  light  in 
her  hand,  which  he  snatched  from 
her,  and  laid  on  the  table.  She 
was  very  bad  in  her  head  at  the 
time.  She  said  nothing,  when  he 
took  the  candle  from  her.  He 
then  took  hold  of  her  by  the  arms, 
and  pulled  her  into  the  adjoining 
bed-room.  She  lost  her  senses, 
and  could  not  call  out.  He  threw 
her  upon  the  bed,  and  accomplished 
his  purpose  with  great  violence. 
She  nearly  lost  her  senses,  and 
could  not  exactly  tell  what  took 
place,  but  she  was  conscious  he 
effected  his  object.  She  apprised 
her  sister  of  what  had  happened 
on  the  next  morning,  between  ten 
and  eleven  o’clock.  Her  sister  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age. 

On  her  cross-examination  by 
Mr.  Reade,  she  said,  she  met  Mr. 
Mifler  on  the  first  landing.  He 
did  not  then  inform  her,  that  his 
brother  and  their  housekeeper  were 
both  in  bed.  He  told  her  so  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  room.  While  she 
was  in  the  drawing-room  with  him, 
some  trivial  conversation  took  place, 
D  2 
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He  said  her  sisters  were  fine  girls. 
He  did  not  kiss  her  in  the  draw¬ 
ing-room.  She  did  not  go  with 
him  into  the  bed-room.  He  forced 
her  into  it.  She  did  not  call  out. 
Her  father  and  mother  were  below 
stairs.  They  could  not  have  heard 
her,  if  she  had  called  out,  for  they 
had  company,  and  they  were  all 
speaking  together.  She  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  calling  out  by  the  loss 
of  her  faculties.  Had  she  retained 
her  faculties,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  her  from  crying  out.  Had 
she  done  so,  the  housekeeper  in 
the  room  overhead  must  have 
heard  her.  As  it  was,  she  must 
have  heard  the  noise.  Witness 
was  about  five  minutes  in  the  bed¬ 
room.  She  would  not  swear,  that 
she  was  not  thirty-five  minutes  in 
it.  Her  sister  passed  up  stairs, 
while  she  was  in  the  drawing¬ 
room.  She  did  not  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Mr.  Miller  on  the 
bed,  that,  if  he  would  permit  her 
to  go  to  her  own  room  to  undress 
herself,  she  would  return  and  sleep 
with  him  all  night.  Her  sister 
slept  in  the  same  room  with  her 
that  night.  She  saw  Mr.  Miller, 
before  he  went  away  the  next 
morning.  She  did  not  upbraid 
him  with  his  conduct  towards  her, 
because  there  were  people  about. 
She  did  not  take  him  by  the  hand. 

Dr.  Hyde  was  then  sworn,  and 
stated  that  he  had  been  called  in 
to  see  Miss  Eliza  Sharman  on  the 
13th  of  February,  ten  days  after 
this  affair  had  taken  place.  She 
was  since  confined  to  her  bed  by 
an  inflammation  on  the  groin. 
This  might  have  proceeded  from  a 
blow,  a  strain,  or  a  cold.  He  was 
not  informed,  that  violence  had 
been  offered  to  her,  until  he  had 
been  attending  her  for  three  days. 
He  then  altered  his  treatment  of 
her.  Speaking  professionally,  this 


was  unpardonable  neglect.  As  a 
medical  man,  he  could  not  state, 
whether  or  not  the  circumstance 
complained  of  had  taken  place. 
No  mercury  had  been  used  or  was 
necessary  in  the  prosecutrix’s  case ; 
neither  did  Mr.  Miller  labour 
under  any  thing  of  that  kind. 
Miss  Sharman’s  mother  brought 
her  to  the  witness’s  house  to  re¬ 
ceive  advice.  When  asked  by 
Mr.  Reade,  whether  or  not  any 
peculiar  delicacy  had  been  observed 
by  the  young  lady  on  that  occa¬ 
sion,  the  witness  declined  to  answer 
the  question  as  unprofessional. 

Mr.  Reade,  in  Mr.  Miller’s  de¬ 
fence,  said,  he  was  prepared  to 
bring  forward  evidence  to  shake 
the  credit  of  the  prosecutrix — to 
show,  that  the  mother,  when  she 
let  the  lodgings  for  six  months,  had 
no  power  to  do  so ;  that  the  house 
was  not  a  reputable  house ;  and  to 
prove,  if  necessary,  that  the  bro¬ 
thers  had  determined  upon  leaving 
it,  before  this  connexion  between 
the  prosecutrix  and  defendant  took 
place.  He  then  produced  a  letter 
dated  the  5th  of  February,  which 
was  admitted  to  have  been  written 
by  one  of  the  sisters  in  her 
mother’s  name,  and  at  her  dicta¬ 
tion  ;  it  was  addressed  to  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  brother.  Mrs.  Clarke 
there  talked  of  his  strange  and 
ungentlemanly  manner  of  leaving 
her  house,  after  having  taken  the 
apartments  for  six  months,  and 
having  previously  put  her  to  the 
trouble  of  clearing  them  for  him. 
She  alluded  to  a  threat  of  his  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  law,  which  she  al¬ 
ways  considered  to  be  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  injured  party.  Since 
his  departure,  she  had  learned  the 
indelicacy  which  his  brother  had 
been  guilty  of,  and  was  very  angry 
with  her  youngest  daughter  for 
not  having  mentioned  it  sooner  to 


37 


CHRONICLE. 


March.] 

Mr.  Clarke  and  her.,  as  well  as  for 
her  indiscretion  in  walking  with 
him  into  his  room ;  still,  that  did 
not  excuse  his  misconduct.  Under 
these  circumstances,  having  a  cha¬ 
racter  to  support  as  an  authoress, 
and  as  a  private  person,  she  should 
expect  a  suitable  explanation. 
This  was  the  substance  of  the 
letter. 

Mr.  Reade  next  produced  the 
agreement  in  the  hand- writing  of 
Mr.  Clarke,  letting  the  apartments 
to  Mr.  Miller  for  six  months ;  and 
then  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clarke’s 
landlord,  directed  to  his  lodgers, 
informing  them,  that  Mr.  Clarke 
was  not  authorized  to  let  the  lodg¬ 
ings  for  any  time.  He  did  this  to 
show  the  circumstances,  which 
occasioned  the  brothers  to  leave 
the  house;  and  that  it  had  not 
been  in  consequence  of  the  crime 
imputed  to  one  of  them.  He  held 
in  his  hand,  he  said,  a  list  of  1 8  or 
20  respectable  persons,  who  were 
ready  to  prove,  that  the  prosecutrix 
was  a  most  abandoned  character ; 
and  that  she  had  had  criminal  in¬ 
tercourse  with  other  persons — 
twice,  thrice,  fifty  times ! 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  then  sworn.  He 
lived  opposite  to  the  house,  in 
which  the  prosecutrix  lived.  He 
believed  it  to  be  a  notoriously  bad 
house.  He  had  frequently  seen 
three  or  four  young  men  together 
with  that  young  woman. 

Mr.  Albert,  jun.,  understood, 
from  general  report,  that  this  was 
a  house  of  ill  fame.  He  had  fre¬ 
quently  observed  the  prosecutrix 
nodding  and  winking  and  laughing 
at  young  men  passing  by ;  and  at 
himself  amongst  others. 

Mr.  Kerk  had,  with  his  mother, 
lodged  in  this  house.  None  of 
the  sisters  were  then  there  but  the 
prosecutrix.  As  he  was  upon  his 


oath,  he  must  state  that  he  had 
had  criminal  intercourse  with  her. 

Sir  Richard  Birnie  now  said, 
that  he  had  heard  quite  enough  to 
satisfy  him,  that  he  ought  to  dis¬ 
miss  the  charge.  If  the  parties 
thought  themselves  aggrieved,  they 
might  apply  to  a  grand  jury. 

The  two  sisters  wept  bitterly, 
and  stated  that  they  had  only 
come  to  this  house  within  the  last 
month.  Until  that  day  they  had 
been  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  house,  or  with 
any  of  the  facts  which  had  been 
stated  in  evidence.  They  did  not 
know  what  course  to  pursue,  to 
rescue  their  characters  from  the 
imputation  that  would  attach  to 
them  from  having  resided  in  a  house 
which  was  now  stated  to  be  an 
improper  one.  This  injury  would 
be  the  more  severe,  as  one  of  them 
kept  a  school,  and  had,  therefore, 
the  morals  of  young  persons  in¬ 
trusted  to  her  care. 


MARCH. 

1 .  As  two  labourers  were  trench¬ 
ing  in  a  field,  near  Fryston  Beck, 
in  the  parish  of  Pontefract,  for 
the  purpose  of  planting  liquorice, 
they  discovered,  within  ten  inches 
of  the  surface,  a  large  stone 
coffin,  which  contained  a  human 
skeleton ;  the  skull  was  placed  be¬ 
tween  the  legs,  and  a  large  stone 
occupied  the  situation  of  the  head. 
—It  is  generally  believed,  and 
with  great  probability,  to  be  the 
remains  of  Thomas  (afterwards 
canonized  as  a  Saint)  earl  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  steward  of  England,  who 
was  beheaded  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  II.  on  Monday,  March  22, 
1322  (according  to  Holinshed), 
upon  a  hill  which  now  bears  the 
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name  of  St.  Thomas's-hill,  situated 
on  the  site  of  his  own  castle  to  the 
east ;  it  is  also  recorded,  that  he 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  the 
Priory  of  Pontefract,  but  his  body 
being  begged  by  the  Monks,  was 
supposed  to  have  been  more  pri¬ 
vately  interred.  If  the  surmise  be 
correct,  the  remains  have  been 
mouldering  for  the  space  of  5  00 
years.  The  coffin  appears  to  have 
been  formed  out  of  a  solid  block, 
is  7  feet  long  and  16  inches  broad, 
and  in  length  inside,  6  feet  5 
inches.  The  lid  is  ridged. 

Paris.- — M.  Laffitte  has  ad¬ 
dressed  a  letter  to  the  Constitu- 
tionnel,  on  the  subject  of  his  liti¬ 
gation  with  Buonaparte’s  repre¬ 
sentatives  ;  which,  being  tried  be¬ 
fore  a  tribunal  from  which  the 
public  was  excluded,  had  been  so 
misrepresented,  as  to  require  that 
a  true  statement  of  the  facts  should 
be  given.  The  following  are  the 
most  important: — In  1815,  Buo¬ 
naparte  lodged  with  the  house  of 
Laffitte  4,220,000f.  in  cash,  and 
the  remainder  of  5,000,000  f.  in 
securities.  The  Bank  gave  him, 
1st,  a  receipt  acknowledging  the 
5,000,000 f.  to  be  payable  at  sight; 
2nd,  a  letter  of  credit  on  bankers 
at  Philadelphia,  payable  also  at 
sight  for  the  same  amount.  The 
securities  never  were  realized — a 
part  of  the  4,220,000  f.  -was  re¬ 
mitted  at  sundry  times  to  Buona¬ 
parte’s  order ;  and  the  balance 
being  3,1 49,000 f.,  is  credited  by 
Laffitte  to  the  representatives, 
whoever  they  may  be,  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  The  only  question  between 
the  parties  is,  whether  the  execu¬ 
tors  of  Buonaparte,  coming  with 
an  extract  from  his  will  now  in 
England,  and  with  a  letter  missive 
not  written  in  Buonaparte’s  own 
hand,  can  give  Laffitte  an  acquit¬ 


tance  good  in  law  against  all  third 
parties  ?  His  counsel  say  “No 
the  executors  affirm  the  contrary. 

2.  The  allusions  so  often  made 
in  the  late  debates  in  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Missionaries,  have  ex¬ 
cited  against  these  fathers  the 
strongest  feelings  of  disgust  and 
indignation.  On  Sunday  se’nnight, 
they  began  to  preach  in  the  church 
of  Notre  Dame  des  Victoires. 
On  Tuesday,  great  crowds  were 
collected  about  the  church,  and 
some  disorders  took  place,  which 
were  quickly  suppressed.  On 
Wednesday,  the  archbishop  of  Paris 
repaired  to  the  church  to  counte¬ 
nance  the  mission.  The  public 
peace  was  again  disturbed  by  the 
contemptuous  proceedings  of  the 
crowd,  who  threw  squibs  and 
crackers  into  the  church  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  religious  service.  The 
gens  d’armes  were  called  to  the 
scene  of  tumult,  dispersed  the 
mob,  and  took  several  of  the  rioters 
into  custody.  Similar  excesses 
were  committed  on  Thursday  at 
the  church  des  Petits  Peres,  where 
twelve  persons  were  arrested,  and 
conducted  to  the  Prefecture  of  the 
Police.  Messrs.  Corcelles  and 
Demarcay,  members  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Deputies,  who  happened  to 
be  in  one  of  the  streets  where  the 
crowds  had  collected,  were  also 
taken  into  custody.  The  popular 
irritation  against  the  Missionaries 
was  yesterday  testified  in  a  similar 
manner  at  several  of  the  churches 
in  Paris.  In  consequence  of  these 
disorders,  many  shops  were  shut 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  they 
occurred,  but  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  experienced  no  material 
interruption. 

The  arrest  and  subsequent 
treatment  of  Messrs.  Demarcay 
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and  Corcelles,  on  Thursday,  be¬ 
came  tbe  subject  of  serious  and 
indignant  complaints,  on  the  part 
of  these  deputies.,  to  the  chamber, 
in  the  course  of  yesterday’s  debate. 
General  Demarcay  described  the 
insolence  and  injustice,  which  he 
had  experienced  from  the  police 
and  the  gendarmerie,  and  contrast¬ 
ed  it  with  the  moderation  of  the 
National  guards.  The  general,  it 
appears,  was  passing  with  his  wife 
to  the  habitation  of  her  invalid 
mother,  when  he  was  first  thrown 
down  by  a  gendarme  on  horseback, 
then  lodged  in  a  guard-house,  and 
not  discharged  until  three  or  four 
hours  afterwards,  when  he  had 
undergone  an  examination  by  a 
commissary  of  police.  M.  Cor- 
celles  was  used  in  a  manner  still 
more  violent,  having  been  struck 
at  by  a  gendarme  with  his  drawn 
sabre,  and  having  narrowly  escaped 
a  severe  wound  upon  the  head.  The 
minister  of  the  interior  answered 
the  complaints,  by  averring,  that  the 
members  were  themselves  in  fault 
for  attempting  a  passage  blocked 
up  by  the  military ;  and  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  finally  got  rid  of  by  the 
previous  question. 

The  prefect  of  police  has  issued 
a  proclamation  against  tumultuous 
assemblages  of  the  people,  and 
enumerates  the  severe  penalties  to 
which  persons  so  assembling  are 
liable. 

4.  Consistory  Court.  — -  The 
Hon.  Augustus  Stanhope  v.  Jane 
Baldwin,  falsely  calling  herself  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Stanhop>e. — This  was 
a  suit  of  nullity  of  marriage,  insti¬ 
tuted  by  the  hon.  Augustus  Stan¬ 
hope  (youngest  son  of  the  earl  and 
countess  of  Harrington)  against 
Jane  Baldwin,  on  the  ground  of 
fraudulent  concealment  of  Christian 
names ;  he  being  then  a  minor 


under  the  age  of  21,  and  wanting 
the  consent  of  his  father  and  na¬ 
tural  guardian. 

The  points,  upon  which  the 
arguments  of  counsel  turned,  may 
be  taken  from  the  following  brief 
summary  of  facts,  as  contained  in 
the  libel  and  exhibits : — • 

Of  the  female  party  in  the  cause, 
it  was  alleged,  very  little  could  be 
known,  either  of  her  family  or 
situation  in  life,  further  than  her 
being  15  or  1 6  years  older  than 
the  husband,  and  living  in  fashion¬ 
able  style  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cavendish-square,  by  the  name  of 
Mrs.  Gosweil ;  and  latterly  in  a 
cottage  at  Fulham-green,  by  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Mrs.  Stanhope. 
There  did  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  courtship,  prior  to  their  coming 
in  company  together,  unattended,  in 
a  one-horse  chaise,  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Franklin  (or  Frankland)  in 
the  Hampstead-road,  to  take  lodg¬ 
ings.  They  referred  Mr.  Franklin 
to  Mrs.  Dent,  housekeeper  to  the 
earl  of  Rosslyn,  who  agreed  to  be¬ 
come  responsible  for  the  rent  of  the 
apartments.  The  lady  afterwards 
came  by  herself,  and  the  gentleman 
joined  her  two  days  after.  They 
continued  to  live  together,  having 
separate  sleeping  rooms,  until  bans 
were  published,  during  successive 
Sundays,  at  the  parish  church  of 
Hampstead.  On  the  day  after 
Mr.  Stanhope  came  to  lodge  there, 
he  requested  Mr.  Franklin  to 
publish  the  bans,  and  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  gave  him  the  names  “  Ed  ward 
Stanhope  and  Jane  Baldwin. 5 
Franklin  did  not  know  who  the 
parties  were,  until  accidentally 
perceiving  on  a  portmanteau  the 
name  of  the  <c  Honourable  Au¬ 
gustus  Stanhope,”  he  asked  the 
gentleman,  if  the  marriage  was 
agreeable  to  his  family?  but  to  this 
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he  received  no  answer.  Mr. 
Franklin  was  afterwards  enjoined 
secrecy.  On  delivering  the  bans  for 
publication,  Franklin  added  to  the 
names,  of  hk  own  accord,  the  design¬ 
ation  of  “  bachelor”  and  “  spinster.” 
On  the  ceremony  taking  place 
(as  had  been  previously  con¬ 
certed),  Mr.  Stanhope  disguised 
himself  in  an  old  great  coat,  having 
the  appearance  of  a  groom ;  and 
the  lady  dressed  as  a  maid-servant. 
The  clerk,  who  performed  the 
ceremony,  felt  considerable  interest 
in  their  appearance ;  and  on  in¬ 
quiring  if  they  had  any  parents, 
the  answer  was,  “  None  living.” 
They  afterwards  lived  and  coha¬ 
bited  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Franklin 
for  some  weeks,  until  Mr.  Stanhope 
went  to  France  as  an  officer  in  the 
Dragoons,  and  as  aide-de-camp  to 
lieut. -general  lord  Combermere. 
He  went  subsequently  to  Sweden, 
and,  it  appeared,  has  remained 
abroad,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  months’  intervention,  ever 
since. 

The  marriage,  it  appeared,  took 
place  in  April,  1813,  and  the  suit 
commenced  in  1819- 

The  case  was  argued  by  Dr. 
Swabey  and  Dr.  Lushington  against 
the  validity  of  the  marriage,  and 
by  Dr.  Arnold  in  behalf  of  it. 

Sir  C.  Robinson,  after  going 
through  the  evidence  very  minute¬ 
ly,  observed,  that  all  the  question 
in  this  case  resolved  itself  to  this — 
whether  a  sufficient  description  of 
the  party  had  been  given,  by  which 
that  party  might  he  known  and 
identified.  Then  it  comes  to  this 
consideration— what  is  the  real 
name  of  the  party  ?  Now,  the 
name  of  baptism  in  this  case  had 
been  proved  by  the  family  of 
the  earl  of  Harrington,  to  be 
"  Augustus  Henry  Edward  Stan¬ 


[1822. 

hope.”  It  is  found,  in  what  lord 
Harrington  says  to  the  fourth  in¬ 
terrogatory,  that  his  son  was  knowfi 
by  the  name  of  “  Augustus”  only* 
and  the  friends  of  the  family, 
knew  him  only  by  the  said  single 
Christian  name  of  “  Augustus,” 
to  the  exclusion  of  a  Henry  and 
Edward,”  which  appeared  to  have 
been  entirely  disused,  and  which 
the  earl  has  sworn  further,  that 
he  had  for  many  years  forgotten. 
This  was  likewise  sworn  by  se¬ 
veral  members  of  the  family,  and 
appeared  to  have  been  further 
confirmed  by  the  portmanteau  of 
the  party,  which  was  marked  by 
the  name  of  the  “  Honourable 
Augustus.” .  The  learned  judge 
observed,  this  was  strong  evidence 
on  this  part  of  the  case,  and 
was  strengthened  on  reference  to 
the  books  of  peerage,  wherein  the 
name  of  “  Augustus”  only  was 
used.  It  further  appeared,  that 
“  Henry”  was  the  name  of  one 
brother  of  this  party,  and 
“  Edward”  the  name  of  another 
brother.  Therefore,  with  regard 
to  the  name  of  "  Edward,”  if  any 
person  had  been  in  church  when 
the  bans  were  published,  he  would 
have  concluded  that  the  name  of 
“  Edward”  related  to  another  son 
of  the  earl  of  Harrington,,  who 
was  of  age,  and  consequently  not 
subject  to  any  interruption  under 
the  Marriage  act;  and  the  same 
with  respect  to  “  Henry.”  Al¬ 
though  Edward  was  a  baptizmal 
name  of  this  party,  still  it  could  not 
be  considered  a  correct  designation 
in  respect  of  identity  ;  and  if  there 
was  not  a  correct  publication  of 
bans  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Marriage  act,  then,  in  point  of 
law,  this  was  no  marriage  at  all. 
It  seemed  to  this  Court  to  fall 
within  the  principle  laid  down  in 
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‘‘Puget  and  Tomkins.”  The 
Court  would.,  however,  abstain  from 
giving  any  opinion,  as  to  what  the 
ultimate  determination  of  law 
might  be  in  the  superior  courts. 
With  reference  to  other  authori¬ 
ties  cited,  the  Court  held  that, 
though  a  name  used  for  the 
purpose  of  publication  may  be 
part  of  the  true  name,  still  it  was 
not  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  policy 
of  the  law,  as  to  the  validity  of 
the  marriage;  and,  therefore, 
pronounced  sentence  of  nullity, 
subject  to  appeal. 

6‘.  Leeds - A  lamentable  ac¬ 

cident^  occurred  near  the  Water¬ 
loo  Coal  Staith  in  this  town. 
The  river,  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  which  had  fallen  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  had  become  so 
swoln,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
haul  up  thejiron  coal-boat  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Waterloo  colliery, 
without  applying  the  force  of  six 
horses.  Unfortunately,  when  the 
vessel  had  arrived  within  about 
fifty  yards  of  the  Staith,  it  was 
upset  by  the  violence  of  the  stream, 
and  entirely  overturned.  There 
were  four  persons  on  board  at  the 
time  the  accident  happened,  three 
of  whom  were  drowned;  the 
fourth,  who  acted  as  captain,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  on  the  outside 
of  the  vessel,  and  was  fortunate 
enough  to  get  on  shore. 

Tide  in  the  Thames.  —  An 
extraordinary  phenomenon  was 
caused  in  the  river  Thames  by 
the  gale  of  yesterday  morning. 
As  it  blew  from  the  S.  W.,  and 
with  extreme  violence,  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  tide  was  inter¬ 
rupted  lor  several  hours.  About 
one  o’clock  was  the  time  of  flood, 
by  the  table ;  but  at  ten  in  the 
morning  the  tide  was  still  ebbing 
with  great  rapidity  at  London- 


bridge.  In  consequence  of  this., 
the  water  in  the  river  sank  so  low, 
as  to  render  it  fordable  in  several 
places.  Many  persons  were  seen 
walking  across,  and  as  the  bed  of 
the  river  was  exposed  in  large 
tracts,  valuable  articles  which  had 
lain  there  for  a  long  period  were 
picked  up.  This  was  the  case,  as 
far  down  as  Gravesend,  The 
water  had  not  been  known  so  low 
for  many  years  by  several  feet. 
Ships  were  seen  aground  in  all 
parts  of  the  river  below  London- 
bridge.  About  twelve  o’clock  the 
tide  began  to  return,  and  with  a 
rapidity  proportioned  to  the  check 
it  had  experienced,  the  wind  hav¬ 
ing  acted  as  a  temporary  dam  to 
its  progress.  Such  was  the  force 
of  the  current,  that  barges  and 
small  craft  in  great  numbers  were 
driven  against  each  other,  and 
sunk,  or  otherwise  much  injured. 
The  time  of  high  water  did 
not  take  place  till  after  three 
o’clock. 

Disturbances  in  Norfolk. — 
The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  pro¬ 
clamation  issued  by  the  county  ma¬ 
gistrates  assembled  in  sessions  at 
Norwich : — 

“  The  magistrates  assembled  at 
the  adjourned  sessions  on  Wednes¬ 
day,  March  6,  1822,  have,  with 
considerable  pain,  received  evidence 
of  a  riotous  disposition,  exhibited 
in  some  instances  by  actual  outrage, 
in  various  parts  of  the  county. 
The  circumstances,  made  known 
to  many  of  them  previous  to  this 
day,  have  induced  measures  of 
precaution,  which  will  assuredly 
be  found  effectual  for  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  tumult.  But,  anxious  as 
the  magistrates  feel  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  the  force  with 
which  they  are  armed  for  the  pre- 
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servation  of  the  peace  against  a 
misguided  populace,  they  desire  to 
offer.,  in  the  form  of  timely  remon¬ 
strance,  a  few  remarks  deserving  of 
attention : — 

“If  grievances  exist,  do  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  riotous 
proceedings  before  alluded  to,  sup¬ 
pose  that  they  can  be  remedied  by 
violence  ?  To  what  possible  be¬ 
neficial  result  can  their  proceedings 
tend?  To  what  have  they  tended 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  but 
to  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives, 
and  a  curtailment  of  British  li¬ 
berty  ? 

“  Let  the  people  beware  of  bad 
advisers — those  who  may  pretend 
to  sympathise  in  their  alleged 
grievances,  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
citing  them  to  acts  of  mischief,  in 
the  punishment  for  which  the  in¬ 
stigators  generally  take  care  to 
have  no  participation.  Let  them 
be  assured  that  it  is  equally  wicked 
and  unwise  to  resist  the  law ; 
wicked  in  principle,  and  unwise  in 
practice,  because  ineffectual  to  any 
good  purpose. — By  order  of  the 
Court, 

“  Copeman,  Clerk  of  the  Peace.” 

Several  places  in  this  county 
continue  in  a  very  disturbed  state. 
On  Monday  morning,  about  three 
hundred  persons,  principally  la¬ 
bourers,  assembled,  and  commenced 
breaking  thrashing  machines  in 
the  parishes  of  Wicklewood,  Mor- 
ley,  & c.;  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  they  arrived  at  Attle¬ 
borough,  where,  as  in  other  places, 
they  compelled  many  to  join 
them :  they  then  proceeded  in 
search  of  machines,  but  found  only 
one  in  that  place,  which  was  in¬ 
stantly  destroyed.  By  this  time 
their  numbers  were  greatly  in¬ 
creased.  F  rom  Attleborough  they 
marched  to  Shropham  and  Snet- 
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terton,  where  they  broke  four  or 
five  machines,  and,  in  consequence 
of  the  opposition  they  experienced 
at  the  former  place,  a  drill  also. 
On  their  return,  information  was 
given  that  a  thrashing  machine 
was  secreted  on  the  premises  of 
Mr.  W.  Parson,  of  Attleborough ; 
they,  therefore,  proceeded  thither, 
and  found  the  object  of  their  search 
under  a  straw  stack,  which  they 
took,  dragged  to  the  market-place, 
and  immediately  demolished.  The 
magistrates,  wishing  to  adopt  some 
efficient  measures  to  put  a  stop  to 
such  proceedings,  requested  many 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
parishes  to  meet  at  Harling  on 
Tuesday  morning,  where  they 
were  joined  by  the  Eye  troop  of 
horse ;  and  after  having  passed 
through  Buckenham,  Burnham, 
&c.,  halted  at  Attleborough:  after 
being  there  about  an  hour,  in¬ 
formation  arrived,  that  the  ma¬ 
chine-breakers  were  assembled  at 
New  Buckenham  — «  the  troop, 
with  a  number  of  horsemen,  pro¬ 
ceeded  thither,  and  succeeded  in 
taking  twenty,  seven  of  whom 
were  committed  to  Wymond- 
ham  Bridewell  the  same  evening. 
There  are  several  parties  of 
these  misguided  men  about,  and 
their  whole  object  appears  to  be, 
the  entire  destruction  of  thrashing 
machines.  The  spirit  of  insubor¬ 
dination  still  shows  itself  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Diss,  by  assem¬ 
blies  to  the  number  of  some  hun¬ 
dreds  of  labourers,  for  the  purpose 
of  stopping  the  use  of  machines. 
The  deluded  persons,  who  set  fire 
to  the  hay-stacks  in  Diss  a  few 
nights  since,  which  caused  so  much 
alarm,  have  surrendered  themselves,  , 
and  are  now  in  Norwich  Castle ;  ; 
and  on  Monday  last  three  men  i 
were  committed  to  the  same 
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prison,  on  suspicion  of  assisting  to 
destroy  two  or  three  thrashing 
machines,  in  the  parish  of  Wy- 

mondham,  on  Saturday  night _ 

Norwich  Courier. 

7 •  Paris. — Y esterday  the  school 
of  law  was  shut,  by  order  of  the 
superior  authority. 

M.  Portels,  professor  of  Natural 
law,  had  a  few  days  ago  torn  down 
a  seditious  placard,  calling  upon 
the  students  to  join  in  the  tumults, 
of  which  the  mission  at  the  church 
of  Petits  Peres  was  evidently  only 
the  pretext.  When  he  began  his 
lecture  yesterday,  two  or  three 
hisses  were  heard.  The  disturbers 
were  immediately  attacked,  and 
driven  out  by  the  sound  majority 
of  the  pupils ;  but  others,  armed 
with  canes  and  sticks,  having  come 
to  their  assistance,  the  tumult  was 
renewed  in  the  square  of  the 
church  of  St.  Genevieve,  at  the 
other  division  of  the  school  of  law, 
whither  the  students  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  a  body  to  hear  the  lecture 
of  M.  Poncelet.  There  great  dis¬ 
orders  broke  out.  Being  insulted 
in  the  most  audacious  manner,  the 
students  who  were  well-inten¬ 
tioned,  fell  upon  their  assailants, 
among  whom  were  remarked,  men, 
who,  from  their  appearance  and 
S  costume,  did  not  seem  to  be  students 


of  either  law  or  medicine. 


The  dean,  M.  Delvincourt,  and 
Messrs.  Duranton  and  Poncelet, 
proceeded  to  the  scene  of  tumult. 
Already  the  combatants,  divided 
f  into  two  bodies,  appeared  ready 
qfor  action.  An  imposing  majority 
)  had  rallied  to  the  cry  of  "  Vive  le 
(‘  Roi .  Another  band  ranged 
|  themselves  against  them,  uttering 

! divers  exclamations:  for,  with  the 
cries  of  "Vive  la  charte,”  there 
.were  mixed  expressions  of  the  most 
{■seditious  nature.  The  dean  and 
ithe  professors  exhausted  all  their 


efforts  in  vain,  to  quiet  the  mis¬ 
guided  youth,  when  the  gens 
d’armes  arrived,  and  made  the 
champions  retreat  to  the  courts  of 
the  school,  and  barred  the  passage. 
The  young  men,  among  whom 
irritation  was  increasing  every 
moment,  demanded  the  removal  of 
the  gensdarmerie.  M.  Duranton 
went  out  in  his  costume  of  pro¬ 
fessor,  harangued  the  students, 
and  then  the  gens  d'armes,  whom 
he  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw. 
The  students  then  spread  over  the 
square,  and  the  tumult  recom¬ 
menced.  The  representations  of 
the  professors,  with  difficulty  ap¬ 
peased  the  riot,  which  did  not  end 
till  half  past  four  o’clock.  The 
young  men,  who  had  at  first  shown 
hostile  feelings  to  M.  Portels, 
appeared  to  yield  less  to  the  re¬ 
monstrances  of  their  professors,  than 
to  the  number  of  their  antagonists. 

Two  of  the  pupils  of  the  school 
of  law  and  two  pupils  of  the  school 
of  medicine,  who  were  arrested  at 
the  missions,  have  been  excluded 
for  six  months  from  the  academy 
of  Paris. — Journal  des  Debats. 

p.  Barbarous  Murder _ A 

murder,  attended  with  circum¬ 
stances  of  peculiar  atrocity  and 
cruelty,  was  committed  in  Robert- 
street,  Bedford-row,  upon  an  el¬ 
derly  lady  named  Donatty,  residing 
at  No.  2,  in  that  street.  Mrs. 
Donatty,  the  widow  of  a  person 
of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  but 
herself  a  Christian,  had  resided 
for  several  years  at  the  house 
mentioned,  having  a  small  inde¬ 
pendent  fortune  to  subsist  upon. 
The  house  is  rather  a  large  one, 
consisting  of  about  ten  rooms,  but 
she  was  the  sole  occupant,  with 
the  exception  of  a  girl  who  came 
at  night  merely  to  sleep  with  her. 
It  was  well  furnished,  and,  among 
other  valuable  articles’  which  the 
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old  lady  possessed,  were  several 
pictures  by  celebrated  masters, 
for  which  she  had  been  offered 
very  considerable  sums.  It  was 
her  custom  to  sleep  in  the  kitchen, 
and  the  girl,  who  was  paid  to  sleep 
with  her,  generally  came  to  her 
about  half-past  9  or  10  o’clock  at 
night,  and  left  the  house  after 
breakfast  in  the  morning.  On 
Saturday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Donatty 
went  out,  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
was  understood,  of  receiving  rents 
due  to  her  from  some  tenants  ;  and 
she  returned  home  about  ten 
minutes  past  nine  in  the  evening. 
She  stood  for  some  few  minutes  at 
the  door,  talking  to  a  neighbour, 
and  then  went  in  and  shut  the 
door.  She  had  scarcely  been  in  a 
moment,  when  her  neighbour  (the 
mistress  of  the  next  house)  heard 
a  faint  cry  of  “  murder”  in  the 
voice  of  Mrs.  Donatty,  and  she 
immediately  called  one  of  the 
parish  patrol,  and,  acquainting  him 
with  what  she  had  heard,  ex¬ 
pressed  her  suspicion  that  some¬ 
thing  dreadful  had  happened. 
The  patrol  called  others  to  his 
assistance,  and  they  knocked  at  the 
door  a  great  number  of  times, 
but  received  no  answer.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  the  patrol  did 
not  take  any  measure  to  get 
into  the  house,  until  half-past  10 
(a  lapse  of  upwards  of  an  hour)  ; 
and  then  some  parish  constables 
having  arrived,  an  entrance  was 
effected  by  placing  a  ladder  at  the 
first-floor  window.  Two  consta¬ 
bles  entered  by  that  window,  with 
a  light,  and  went  down  stairs; 
where  the  first  object,  which  pre¬ 
sented  itself,  was  the  corpse  of  the 
unfortunate  widow,  mangled  in  a 
most  horrible  manner,  lying  in  the 
centre  of  the  passage,  which  was 
discoloured  with  streams  of  blood. 
Upon  examining  the  body,  a 
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handkerchief  was  found  stuffed  int( 
the  mouth,  and  a  stab,  apparent]} 
inflicted  with  a  butcher’s  knife 
under  the  left  ear,  and  penetrating 
nearly  through  the  neck  to  th< 
other  side;  there  was  also  a  cui 
on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  an¬ 
other  on  the  right  side.  Botl 
ears  were  lacerated,  and  the  ear¬ 
rings,  which  she  was  known  tc 
wear,  were  gone.  Her  wedding 
ring  was  also  forced  from  hei 
finger,  in  doing  which  very  brutai 
violence  must  have  been  used,  as 
the  flesh  was  literally  torn  away, 
An  alarm  was  immediately  spread 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  some 
officers  of  Bow-street  and  Hatton- 
garden  being  sent  for,  the  house 
was  narrowly  searched,  and  two 
bags  were  found,  in  which  every 
thing  of  any  value  which  could  be 
removed  was  packed.  These  bags 
were  in  the  passage  up  stairs. 
The  window-curtains  of  the  first- 
floor,  and  of  some  of  the  other  rooms, 
were  removed,  and  put  into  these 
bags.  No  person  was  found  in 
the  house,  and  the  supposition  was, 
that  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  time 
which  was  given  them,  and  had 
escaped  by  the  back  part  of  the 
house,  there  being  no  other  im¬ 
pediment  that  way  than  a  wall 
about  11  feet  high,  which  incloses 
the  yard,  and  by  surmounting 
which  they  could  escape  into 
M  illman-place,  a  thoroughfare 
situate  at  the  back  of  Robert- 
street. 

About  11  o’clock,  the  girl  who 
usually  slept  with  Mrs.  Donatty 
came  to  the  house,  and  on  being 
informed  of  what  had  happened, 
she  seemed  very  little  concerned, 
and  said  she  should  go  home.  She 
was  asked  where  her  father  was, 
and  she  said  he  was  not  at  home. 
An  officer  was  despatched  to  his  i 
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residence,  and  it  was  found,  that 
he  was  from  home.  The  girl 
meanwhile  went  away  from  the 
house  in  Robert-street,  and  it 
being  afterwards  thought  expe¬ 
dient  to  apprehend  her,  an  officer 
went  in  search  of  her,  and  found 
her  conversing  with  her  father  in 
the  street  at  Mount  Pleasant,  near 
Cold  Bath  Fields’  Prison.  They 
were  both  taken  up  and  conveyed 
to  the  watchhouse.  Subsequent 
examinations  proved  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  suspect  either  the  girl 
or  her  father. 

Every  effort  was  made  both  by 
the  police  and  by  the  parish  to 
discover  the  murderers,  but  without 
success. 

Hampshire. — The  Lent  as¬ 
sizes  for  this  county  concluded  this 
morning.  The  Criminal  Calendar 
contained  58  prisoners  for  trial, 
16  of  whom  have  been  sentenced 
to  suffer  death,  but  2  only  of 
that  number  (poachers)  were  left 
by  the  judges  for  execution,  viz. 
James  Turner,  aged  28,  for  aiding 
and  assisting  in  killing  Robert 
JBaker,  gamekeeper  to  Thomas 
Asheton  Smith,  esq.,  in  the  parish 
of  South  Tid worth ; — and  Charles 
Smith,  aged  27,  for  having  wil¬ 
fully  and  maliciously  shot  at 
Robert  Snelgrove,  assistant  game- 
keeper  to  lord  Palmerston,  at 
Broodlands,  in  the  parish  of  Romsey , 
with  intent  to  do  him  grievous 
bodily  harm. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case 
of  Charles  Smith,  as  they  appeared 
in  evidence,  were  as  follow  : — On 
the  evening  of  the  22nd  No¬ 
vember,  Snelgrove,  being  an  as¬ 
sistant,  made  an  appointment  to 
go  out  with  C.  Martin,  the  game- 
keeper  to  lord  Palmerston.  Be¬ 
tween  six  and  seven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  they  heard  a  gun  in  Hove 


Coppice.  On  their  approach  to 
the  spot,  they  heard  some  one  in 
the  cover,  when  Snelgrove  went 
and  placed  himself  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  coppice,  against  a  tree. 
Soon  after,  two  men  came  out  of 
the  cover  towards  him ;  and  hear¬ 
ing  the  keeper’s  dog  snort,  they 
stopped,  looked  round,  and  then 
ran  away,  pursued  by  Snelgrove, 
who  soon  came  within  five  or 
six  yards  of  them,  when  the  pri¬ 
soner  turned  round  and  shot  him 
through  the  thick  part  of  the  thigh, 
the  smoke  from  the  gun  flying  into 
Snelgrove’s  face.  It  was  light, 
but  the  moon  was  not  up.  He 
kept  his  bed  a  week,  and  con¬ 
tinued  ill  from  November  till 
March.  Snelgrove  had  known  the 
prisoner  for  five  or  six  years,  and 
been  in  the  constant  habit  of 
seeing  him.  —  Death .  To  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  the  23rd  inst. 

James  Turner  was  found  guilty 
of  aiding  and  assisting  one  James 
Goodhall  and  others,  in  maliciously 
firing  upon  and  killing  Robert 
Baker,  on  the  10th  of  December, 
in  the  parish  of  South  Tid  worth. 
The  prisoner,  in  company  with 
four  other  poachers,  viz.,  Edmund 
Steele,  Richard  Goodhall,  James 
Goodhall,  and  James  Scullard,  left 
their  home  on  Sunday  evening, 
the  9th  of  December,  and  after 
they  had  drank  together,  proceeded 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  An¬ 
dover,  where  they  lived,  to  Ash¬ 
down  Coppice,  a  distance  of  about 
four  miles.  On  the  road,  Scullard 
and  the  two  Goodhalls  tried  their 
guns,  which  went  off  well.  Soon 
after  they  got  into  the  wood, 
Robert  Goodhall  killed  a  pheasant, 
and  immediately  six  keepers  came 
up  to  them.  James  Goodhall 
turned  round  and  said,  with  an 
oath,  “  If  you  don’t  keep  oft,  I’ll 
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blow  a  liole  tlirougli  you.”  The 
poachers  retreated,  offering  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  keepers,  who  were 
continuing  their  pursuit  closely. 
Goodhall  turned  round  and  fired, 
when  Robert  Baker  fell.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  neck,  and  soon 
after  died.  They  then  became 
intermingled,  and  a  violent  strug¬ 
gle  ensued.  The  prisoner  took  a 
gun  out  of  Scullard’s  hand,  and 
pointed  it  towards  the  keeper :  the 
gun  flashed,  but  did  not  go  off. 
One  of  the  keepers  following  up 
the  prisoner,  he  said,  t<r  D — n  it, 
have  you  not  had  enough  of  it  ?” 
and  struck  him  with  a  gun,  which 
broke  off  close  to  the  stock.  The 
prisoner  turned  round  again,  and 
hit  the  keeper  twice  with  the  stock 
of  the  gun,  who  fell  down,  when 
the  rest  of  the  party  were  nearly 
or  quite  out  of  the  wood.  The 
poachers  kept  together  until  they 
came  within  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  of  Andover ;  before  they 
parted,  they  looked  over  their 
guns,  when  it  appeared  that 
Goodhall  had  not  his  own,  but  one 
of  Mr.  Smith's  guns.  The  pri¬ 
soner  received  a  good  character 
from  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Andover, 
who  had  known  him  18  years.  He 
was  sentenced  to  suffer  death ;  and 
to  be  executed  this  day. 

11.  Paris. — A  notice  was  is¬ 
sued  from  the  prefecture  of  the 
police,  warning  the  inhabitants  to 
keep  at  a  distance  from  such  tu¬ 
multuous  assemblages  as  had  re¬ 
cently  taken  place,  and  announcing 
the  intention  of  employing  mea¬ 
sures  of  the  utmost  severity  towards 
the  really  guilty,  in  order  to  put  ail 
end  to  the  disorders.  Between 
200  and  300  young  men  collected 
near  the  Place  de  la  Bastille,  but 
were  dispersed  by  the  gendarmes, 
a  strong  patrol  of  whom  remained 


on  duty  till  eleven  o’clock  at  night. 
The  Missionaries  have  continued 
their  labours  almost  without  mo¬ 
lestation.  f 

14.  Standing  Mute.  —  At 
York  assizes,  John  Holdsworth 
■was  placed  at  the  bar  and  arraigned 
on  the  charge  of  manslaughter,  for 
killing  his  brother  by  beating  him 
on  the  head  with  a  stone.  On 
being  asked,  whether  he  pleaded 
guilty  or  not  guilty  to  the  indict¬ 
ment,  he  remained  silent ;  and  it 
appeared  that,  though  27  years  of 
age,  he  had  never  manifested  any 
signs  of  intelligence  or  affection, 
except  that  maternal  kindness  had 
occasionally  awakened  in  him  some 
faint  gleamings  of  mind.  The 
verdict  of  the  jury  was,  that  he 
stood  mute  by  the  visitation  of 
God,  and  that  he  was  not  able  to 
take  his  trial  owing  to  alienation 
of  mind. 

15.  Portuguese  Consulate 
General.— The  Portuguese  mi¬ 
nister  has  transmitted  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  regarding  the  export¬ 
ation  from  this  country,  of  Portu¬ 
guese  produce  to  Portuguese  ports, 
in  British  and  other  foreign  ves¬ 
sels 

“  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty’s 
law,  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  Portuguese  produce  and  mer¬ 
chandise  in  foreign  bottoms,  either 
from  port  to  port  of  the  Portuguese 
dominions,  or  imported  in  foreign 
vessels  from  foreign  ports,  to  be  re¬ 
exported  for  the  Portuguese,  not 
having  hitherto  been  executed  in 
the  country,  you  are  desired  to 
make  it  public,  that  consular  papers 
will  not  be  granted  to  any  foreign 
vessel  bound  to  any  of  the  said 
Portuguese  ports,  having  on  board 
produce  of  Portuguese  growth ;  ; 
and  that  no  entry  will  be  permitted  i 
to  any  such  produce,  at  any  of  the 
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ports  of  the  Portuguese  states,  im¬ 
ported  on  board  of  any  foreign 
vessels.  Under  the  denomination 
of  Portuguese  produce  are  included, 
all  East  India  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  from  Macao 
in  Portuguese  bottoms  into  the 
Portuguese  dominions,  to  which 
also  no  consular  papers  in  the 
ports  of  this  united  kingdom,  nor 
entry  into  the  ports  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  states,  shall  henceforward  be 
permitted.” 

16.  Paris. — A  trial  of  no  small 
interest  to  the  press,  and  to  the 
purity  of  judicial  proceedings,  is 
presented  in  the  journals  of  Satur¬ 
day.  The  defendants  are  M. 
Beranger  and  his  printer  Baudouin. 
In  the  course  of  last  year,  M. 
Beranger  published  two  volumes 
of  songs,  some  passages  of  which 
became  the  subjects  of  prosecution. 
In  November,  the  chamber  of 
accusation  of  the  Cour  Roy  ale  re¬ 
ferred  M.  Beranger  to  the  court  of 
assizes,  as  being  accused  of  various 
offences,  the  couplets  forming  the 
subject  of  prosecution  being  tran¬ 
scribed  into  the  judgment  of  the 
chamber  according  to  law.  On 
the  8th  of  December,  M.  Beranger 
appeared  before  the  court  of  assize. 
The  decree  of  the  Cour  Royale, 
with  the  passages  complained  of 
inserted  in  it,  was  then  read  openly 
in  court.  The  result  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  was,  that  M.  Beranger  was 
acquitted  on  three  counts  of  the 
indictment  (as  we  should  call  them 
here),  and  condemned  to  three 
months’  imprisonment  on  the 
fourth — viz.,  that  which  imputed 
to  him  “  an  outrage  upon  public 
morals  and  religion.”  The  jour¬ 
nals,  in  their  reports  of  that  trial, 
were  not  suffered  by  the  censorship 
to  give  more  than  the  speeches  of 
the  counsel  for  the  crown.  Every 
word  spoken  by  the  counsel  for  the 


accused  was  suppressed.,  M.  Be¬ 
ranger  then  published  a  correct 
report  of  the  trial,  with  the  official 
documents  thereto  belonging.  For 
this  publication,  on  the  ground  of 
its  reciting  the  condemned  passages, 
the  author  and  printer  were  now 
a  second  time  prosecuted.  The 
question  depending  on  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  was,  therefore,  no  less 
than  this — Whether  a  correct  copy 
of  the  decree  of  a  court  of  justice 
was  to  be  considered  libellous  ? 
The  jury  retired  for  about  an 
hour;  when  they  pronounced  a 
verdict  of  acquittal  amid  the  loud 
plaudits  of  the  audience. 

Chelmsford.  —  Administering 
poison.  William  Richardson  Was 
indicted  for  wilfully  and  mali¬ 
ciously  administering  to  Susanna, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Hairs,  and 
to  Mary  Bacon,  a  certain  deadly 
poison,  called  copperas,  with  intent 
to  kill  and  murder  them,  at 
Debden,  on  the  5th  of  January 
last. 

It  appeared  that  the  prisoner 
had  lodged  in  the  same  house 
where  the  prosecutors  lived.  He 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  his 
meals  with  them.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  5th  of  January,  before 
the  women  came  to  their  break¬ 
fasts,  the  prisoner  was  seen  playing 
with  some  children  in  their  room. 
The  women,  on  drinking  their  tea, 
complained  of  its  bitterness,  but 
still  drank  two  or  three  cups.  The 
prisoner  did  not  eat  any  breakfast, 
but  was  seen  to  go  in  and  out 
during  the  meal.  In  the  evening, 
the  women  were  taken  extremely 
ill  with  a  violent  vomiting.  The 
next  day,  they  found  their  tea  still 
bitter.  A  plate,  with  some  small 
quantity  of  copperas  on  it,  was 
found  in  the  room  on  the  7th  of 
January.  The  person,  who  ob¬ 
served  it,  exclaimed  it  was  copperas ; 
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and  the  prisoner,  who  was  in  ano¬ 
ther  pkrfc  of  the  room,  said,  he  knew 
it  was  copperas,  for  it  was  like 
what  his  father  cleaned  his  shoes 
with.  The  prosecutrix,  Bacon,  re¬ 
mained  sickly  for  upwards  of  a 
month  afterwards,  and  then  mis¬ 
carried.  No  apparent  motive  was 
imputed  to  the  prisoner  for  the 
offence  with  which  he  was  charged. 
His  demeanor  on  the  occasion  was 
urged  as  the  ground  of  suspicion 
against  him. 

Before  the  examination  of  the 
first  witness  for  the  prosecution 
was  closed,  the  counsel  for  the  pri¬ 
soner  urged  the  propriety  of  estab¬ 
lishing,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
part  of  the  indictment  which 
charged  the  prisoner  with  admi¬ 
nistering  a  deadly  poison.  Now, 
he  apprehended,  that  copperas  was 
not  a  deadly  poison. 

Mr.  Clift,  a  chymist  of  Chelms¬ 
ford,  gave  if  as  his  opinion,  that 
copperas  was  not,  properly  speak¬ 
ing,  a  deadly  poison ;  and  that 
the  stomach  would  reject  a  dose 
sufficient  to  produce  death,  before 
it  could  have  that  effect.  Two 
ounees,  if  dissolved  in  liquid,  and 
retained  in  the  stomach,  might  pro¬ 
duce  very  serious  consequences,  but 
he  was  not  sure  it  would  occasion 
death. 

Dr.  John  Baddeley,  a  physician 
at  Chelmsford,  gave  it  as  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  two  drams  of  copperas 
would  produce  death. 

On  his  cross-examination,  he 
admitted,  that  he  was  confounding 
verdigris  with  copperas,  supposing 
that  copper  produced  the  sub¬ 
stance  called  copperas.  He  was 
ignorant,  that  copper  did  not  enter 
into  the  composition  of  copperas. 
The  learned  physician’s  evidence 
was  a  little  confused  and  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

Mr.  Baron  Graham  being  of  opi¬ 


nion  that  the  evidence  as  to  the 
deadly  property  of  the  drug  al¬ 
leged  to  have  been  administered, 
had  failed,  directed  an  acquittal. — . 
The  jury  accordingly  found  the 
prisoner  Not  Guilty. 

17*  On  the  arrival  of  general 
Bertrand,  in  Chateauroux,  nearly 
the  whole  population  went  out  to 
meet  him,  and  afterwards  sur¬ 
rounded  his  residence.  The  gen¬ 
darmerie  and  troops  of  the  line 
were  called  out  to  disperse  this  as¬ 
semblage  ;  but  the  crowd  entered 
the  court  and  garden,  exclaiming, 
c<r  Bertrand  for  ever !  Long  live 
the  heroes  of  fidelity.”  The  armed 
force  alone  remained  without.  The 
general  showed  himself  at  the 
window,  and  replied,  <c  Vive  ie, 
Roi,”  which  was  instantly  re¬ 
echoed  from  every  mouth. 

Sierra  Leone.  —  On  the 
l6tli  of  February,  the  Iphigenia 
reached  Sierra  Leone ;  and  sir 
Robert  Mends  assumed  the  chief 
naval  command  on  the  station,  as 
successor  to  sir  George  Collier. 
On  his  way  from  the  Gambia,  sir 
Robert  despatched  a  strong  party 
of  seamen  and  marines  in  the 
Iphigenia’s  boats,  for  the  purpose 
of  searching  the  Bissagos  and  Rio 
Grande  for  slave  vessels.  On  the 
2nd  of  March,  a  Portuguese  vessel, 
with  175  slaves  on  board,  was 
brought  in,  having  been  captured; 
after  some  contest,  by  the  boats  of 
the  Iphigenia. 

Every  day  furnishes  additional 
proofs  of  the  increased,  and  still 
increasing,  number  of  slave  vessels, 
by  which  wretched  Africa  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  depopulated.  The 
Thistle,  lieutenant  Hagan,  which 
had  recently  arrived  from  a  cruise 
to  leeward,  fell  in,  at  the  Galinas, 
with  the  bark  Phoenix,  of  Havre 
de  Grace,  and  the  brig  TEspoir,  of 
Nantes ;  the  former  commanded 
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by  M .  D  uprie,  and  tlie  latter  by  Philip 
Lampreur,  captain  of  a  frigate  in 
the  navy  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty.  These  vessels  expected 
to  take  in  their  slaves  in  a  day  or 
two,  their  tier  of  water-casks 
being  filled,  and  the  platforms 
ready  laid  to  receive  their  victims. 
Two  large  Spanish  and  two  Dutch 
vessels  had  sailed  with  full  cargoes 
a  short  time  before  the  Thistle’s 
arrival  at  the  Galinas.  Lieutenant 
Hagan  learned  also,  at  the  Galinas, 
that  two  piratical  schooners,  with 
two  American  vessels,  apparently 
captured  by  them,  had,  during  the 
last  month,  visited  that  port,  and 
carried  off  a  number  of  free  ne¬ 
groes.  This  mode  of  obtaining  a 
cargo  is  by  no  means  novel  among 
slave-dealers ;  they  are,  without 
exception,  virtually  pirates.  On 
leaving  the  Galinas,  lieutenant 
Hagan  proceeded  to  Trade  Town, 
and  there  found  that  a  Spanish 
schooner,  with  150  slaves  on  board, 
had  sailed  from  thence  for  the 
Havannah,  a  few  days  before  his 
arrival. 

In  the  British  and  Portuguese 
court  of  mixed  commission,  on  the 
1 3th  of  March,  the  Portuguese  slave 
schooner,  Conde  de  Ville  Flor,  was 
condemned,  and  the  slaves  taken 
on  board  her,  decreed  to  be  libe¬ 
rated.  The  depositions,  in  this 
case,  fully  confirm  the  former 
statements,  regarding  the  iniquit¬ 
ous  participation  of  the  authorities 
at  Cacheo  and  Bissao,  in  the  slave 
trade  —  a  number  of  the  slaves 
having  been  shipped  by  no  less 
a  personage  than  the  governor 
himself ! ! 

17*  Accident  at  the  South 
London  Gas  Manufactory. — 
An  inquisition  was  taken  on  the 
body  of  John  Morgan,  a  labouring 
engineer,  who  met  his  death 
in  consequence  of  the  bursting 
Vol.  LXIV. 


of  an  immense  tank,  containing? 
7 52  tons  of  water,  at  the  second 
station  of  the  South  London  Gas 
Company,  in  Welling  ton- street . 

The  jurors,  being  sworn,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  view  the  premises.  Se¬ 
veral  walls  and  sheds  were  washed 
away,  and  many  of  the  low  houses 
adjacent,  were  flooded  with  water. 

On  the  return  of  the  jury,  Tho¬ 
mas  Mees  was  called.  He  stated 
himself  to  be  a  smith,  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  Messrs.  Glazebrook, 
ironmasters,  who  are  the  contractors 
to  the  Gas  Company.  Witness  was 
sent  up  to  London  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  last  June,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  put  up  the  tanks ;  two 
of  them  were  put  up  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  and  the  one  which  burst, 
since  that  time.  About  a  month 
since,  a  crack  appeared  in  one  of 
the  plates  of  the  tank,  which  en¬ 
larged,  and  broke  out  above,  where 
a  new  patch  had  been  placed. 
Witness  and  the  deceased  were 
employed  to  repair  it,  and  caused 
another  plate  to  be  made  to  cover 
the  fissure.  On  this  being  done, 
they  found  that  the  first  patch 
must  be  taken  off,  to  have  holes 
drilled  for  the  screws ;  a  piece  of 
pasteboard  and  the  new  plates 
were  placed  over  the  crack,  and 
were  supported  by  a  piece  of  wood, 
which  rested  on  the  adjoining  wall. 
While  they  were  putting  in  the 
screws,  the  iron-hoop  which  was 
the  main  support  of  the  tank, 
burst,  and  dropped  off.  Witness 
then  said  to  the  deceased,  “  The 
tank  is  sure  to  burst,”  and  they 
both  ran  down  some  distance  from 
it ;  but  as  it  held  together,  they 
agreed  to  endeavour  to  mend  the 
hoop,  and  returned  for  that  pur¬ 
pose;  when  the  deceased  proceeded 
to  climb  up  the  side  of  the  tank  to 
throw  down  some  dust  to  stop  the 
cracks,  as  the  water  was  running 
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out  fast.  Witness  again  called 
out  —  “  Come  away,  it’s  sure  to 
burst,”  and  stooped  down  to  pick 
up  the  fallen  hoop,  when  the  tank 
gave  way,  and  the  water  carried 
witness  about  18  yards.  On  re¬ 
covering  himself,  he  found  the  de¬ 
ceased  in  a  timber  yard,  about  80 
yards  distant,  whither  he  had  been 
washed  over  a  shed  by  the  impe¬ 
tuosity  of  the  water ;  he  groaned, 
when  witness  picked  him  up,  and 
the  blood  flowed  freely  from  his 
ears;  he  continued  groaning  and 
bleeding  till  he  was  taken  to  a 
public-house,  where  he  died  in  a 
few  minutes.  The  tank  was  48 
feet  8  inches  in  diameter,  18  feet 
deep ;  it  was  nearly  full  of  water. 
Witness  could  not  tell  what  caused 
the  fissure ;  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  flaw  in  the  iron  plates ; 
he  never  observed  the  foundation 
give  way.  The  remaining  tanks 
were  only  14  inches  less  than  the 
one  which  had  burst. 

Several  of  the  jury  commented 
on  the  dangerous  situation  of  the 
premises,  and  said  they  ought  not 
to  be  placed  so  near  the  habitations 
of  the  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Perceval,  a  juror,  said,  that 
few  of  the  plates  exceeded  half  an 
inch  in  thickness  in  the  centre, 
and  contended  they  were  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  strong.  The  hoop  was 
not  stronger  than  that  which  he 
had  round  a  vat,  that  contained 
only  two  tons  of  water. 

Robert  Monro,  esq.,  a  director 
of  the  Gas  Company,  was  next 
called.  The  tank  contained  752 
tons  of  water.  The  plates  were 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  in  thick¬ 
ness  ;  some  were  stouter.  The 
works  were  furnished  by  contract; 
the  iron-masters  engaging  to  make 
them  water  tight.  The  con¬ 
tractors  had  put  up  11  tanks  in 
London,  which  were  all  standing. 


[1822, 

The  whole  loss  (the  tank  cost  be¬ 
tween  700/.  and  800/.)  would  fall 
on  the  contractors.  It  was  one 
foot  longer  than  the  others,  but  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  iron  was 
made  proportionally  stronger.  Of 
course,  the  building  was  left  to  the 
contractors,  and  it  was  their  in¬ 
terest  to  make  the  tanks  of  suffi¬ 
cient  strength. 

Mr.  Edward  Evans,  surgeon, 
deposed,  that  the  deceased  met  his 
death  in  consequence  of  a  rupture 
on  the  brain  caused  by  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

After  several  observations  from 
the  jury,  a  verdict  of  Accidental 
Death  was  returned. 

Milbank  Penitentiary.  — 
From  the  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  this  prison,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  prisoners,  for 
whom  provision  has  been  made  in 
the  Penitentiary,  rather  exceeds 
the  intended  number  of  1,000 
(600  males,  and  400  females)  than 
falls  short  of  it.  There  were, 
within  its  walls,  on  the  8 1st  of 
December  last,  7 08  convicts.  The 
present  number  is  728  ;  viz.  899 
males;  and  824  females.  It  ap¬ 
pears  further,  that  the  total  earn¬ 
ings,  for  the  year  ending  the  81st 
of  December,  amounted  to  6,081/. 
8s.  6d.,  of  which  three-fourths,  or 
4,588/.  ID.  4td.  remained  to  the  ' 
establishment ;  that  the  expense  ! 
amounted  to  27,279/*  12$.  2d.;', 
and,  after  deducting  stores  on  i 
hand,  to  20,679/*  3s.  Id.,  and  the  ; 
nett  expense,  after  deducting  the : 
prisoners’  earnings,  to  16,140/. 

18.?.  gd. 

Fall  of  Prices,  with  Excep¬ 
tions. — A  certain  lord  in  opposi-. 
tion,  whose  kind  nature  keeps  him! 
on  friendly  terms  with  men  of  alii 
parties,  observed  to  a  certain  legal: 
personage,  “  Every  thing  has 
fallen  in  prices,  except  houses  and 
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the  Grenvilles !”  “  Yes/’  replied 
the  other,  “  they  are  dear  enough 

still  r 

20.  The  will  of  the  late  Thomas 
Coutts,  esq.,,  was  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury, 
by  five  of  the  executors,  viz. : — 
Mrs.  Harriet  Coutts,  widow,,  sir 
Edmund  Antrobus,  sir  Coutts 
Trotter,  Edward  Majoribanks,  and 
Edmund  Antrobus  the  younger, 
esqrs. ;  a  power  being  reserved  of 
granting  probate  to  Andrew 
Dickie,  William  Adam,  the 
younger,  Thomas  Atkinson,  and 
John  Parkinson,  esqrs.,  the  other 
executors.  The  testator,  by  his 
will,  which  is  dated  the  9th  of 
May,  1820,  appoints  Mrs.  Coutts 
universal  legatee,  and  bequeaths  to 
her  his  share  in  the  banking-house 
and  business  in  the  Strand,  and  all 
benefit  and  interest  to  arise  there¬ 
from.  There  is  a  codicil  to  the  will, 
which  relates  to  trust  property 
only.  The  personal  property 
within  the  province  of  Canterbury 
is  sworn  under  600,000/. 

Dorset. — Doe,  Dem.  Nepean , 
hart.,  versus  Sarah  BncLden,  widow. 

< — In  this  action,  the  plaintiff,  as 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Loders  and 
Bothenhampton,  sought  to  recover 
from  the  defendant,  an  estate  in 
that  manor,  held  by  defendant  for 
her  widowhood,  and  which,  the 
plaintiff  contended,  she  had  for¬ 
feited  by  her  incontinency,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  custom  of  the  manor. 

The  defendant’s  counsel  con¬ 
tended  that  no  such  custom  existed ; 
but  after  going  through  many 
ancient  court-rolls  and  books,  com¬ 
mencing  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
7tli,  and  hearing  the  evidence  of 
several  witnesses,  the  learned  judge 
considered  the  custom  well  proved ; 
and  the  jury,  under  his  direction, 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 
Accident  from  using  Stra¬ 


monium. — An  unfortunate  circum¬ 
stance  happened  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Brora.  A  man  and 
his  wife  having  got  some  stramo¬ 
nium  to  smoke  for  asthma,  and 
finding  that  it  did  not  produce  an 
immediate  cure,  were  advised 
by  an  ignorant  neighbour  to  infuse 
and  drink  it  as  tea.  As  may  easily 
be  supposed,  it  threw  them  into  a 
state  of  torpor,  in  which  they  lay 
for  about  8  hours,  when  they  were 
found  in  a  state  of  suspended 
animation  ;  a  pig  had  entered  the 
house,  and  nearly  eaten  off  the 
whole  of  the  man’s  right  hand 
fingers.  Dr.  Grant  was  after¬ 
wards  called  to  them,  and  both 
are  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 

Paris. — Insubordination  of  Stu¬ 
dents. — Some  disorders  took  place 
at  the  college  of  Henry  IV.  Se¬ 
veral  pupils,  having  in  vain  de¬ 
manded  the  exclusion  of  one  of 
the  masters,  and  the  release  of  se¬ 
veral  of  tlieir  comrades  who  were 
confined,  barricadoed  themselves 
in  one  of  their  quarters,  and 
obstinately  refused  to  come  out, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  ad¬ 
monitions  of  the  provisor  of  the 
college,  and  of  the  rector  of  the 
academy  of  Paris.  They  only  con¬ 
sented  to  open  their  door  to  admit 
the  almoner,  Abbe  Causens,  who, 
by  his  exhortations,  succeeded  in 
calming  them  for  a  time.  But 
they  persisted  in  remaining  so 
shut  up  for  the  night,  and  it  was 
not  till  the  morning,  when  prepa¬ 
rations  were  making  to  force  open 
the  doors,  that  they  came  out,  and 
went  to  their  respective  quarters. 

21.  An  extensive  Fraud  on 
the  Customs.  —  On  Thursday  a 
vessel  called  the  New  Union,  F.  B., 
from  Calais,  was  seized  by  Mr.  J. 
Bice,  one  of  his  majesty’s  searchers 
in  the  Customs,  for  having  on 
board  near  one  hundred  bottles  o( 
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quicksilver,  concealed  under  her 
ballast ;  the  vessel  and  silver  are 
considered  to  be  worth  upwards  of 
2,000/. 

Court  of  Requests. — Two 
eases  were  decided  on  Thursday 
last,  at  this  Court,  against  the  box 
money-taker,  at  the  Adelphi  Thea¬ 
tre,  who,  after  the  house  was 
completely  filled,  stated  that  there 
was  “room,”  instead  of  which,  the 
parties  complaining,  could  not  get 
so  near  the  back  of  the  boxes  as  even 
to  see  the  stage.  The  money  was 
of  course  ordered  to  be  re-funded. 

Death  caused  by  Poison.— 
A  coroner’s  inquest  was  held  in 
Leadenhall-street,  upon  the  body 
of  Thomas  Wilson. 

Samuel  Wheatley  stated,  that 
on  the  preceding  morning  the 
deceased  came  to  his  work  as  usual  ; 
and,  at  about  half-past  eight, 
witness  observed  him  retching  vio¬ 
lently.  The  deceased  beckoned 
to  him,  and  immediately  began 
retching  again.  As  soon  as  he 
had  a  little  recovered  himself,  he 
said,  he  had  been  to  Maul  and 
Jones’s  (apothecaries),  and  had 
taken  some  salts,  as  he  thought, 
but  he  was  sure  they  were  not 
salts.  Witness  asked  him,  where 
he  had  put  the  remainder  of  the 
salts.  In  about  a  minute,  the  de¬ 
ceased  answered,  that  they  were  in 
his  cupboard.  Witness  went  to  the 
cupboard,  and  found  a  cup,  hold¬ 
ing  about  half  a  pint,  half  full  of 
liquid.  This  liquid  witness  soon 
after  threw  away.  He  ran  im¬ 
mediately  through  Leadenhall- 
market  to  Maul  and  Jones’s 
shop,  carrying  the  cup  with  him, 
(not  having  at  that  time  thrown 
away  the  liquid).  He  saw  a  boy 
in  the  shop,  and  he  asked  him,  who 
it  was  served  Wilson  that  morning 
with  salts  ?  The  lad,  who  was 
sitting  by  the  fire,  immediately 
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rose  up  and  said,  “  I  did.”  Wit¬ 
ness  asked  him,  which  drawer  he 
had  taken  it  from ;  and  the  boy 
pulled  out  three  drawers  in  suc¬ 
cession.  Upon  one  of  these 
drawers,  witness  saw  written  the 
word  “  poison,”  and  there  were 
also  some  packages  in  the  drawer, 
most  of  which  had  “  poison” 
written  upon  them.  Witness  said, 
“  You  never  could  have  given  him 
a  package  from  that  drawer.”  He 
then  asked  the  boy,  whether  he 
could  read  and  write,  and  he  an¬ 
swered,  that  he  could  not.  The 
witness  then  told  the  boy  to  call 
somebody,  for  that  he  had  given 
the  man  poison.  The  boy  went 
up  stairs,  and  in  a  minute  returned, 
saying,  <e  You  must  go  to  Mr. 
Pugh’s,  for  the  shopman  has  gone 
out.”  While  witness  was  in  the 
shop,  a  gentleman  came  running 
in,  and  retched  all  over  the  shop. 
He  cried  out  to  the  boy,  “  What 
have  you  given  me  here  ?”  The 
gentleman  had  a  tumbler  in  his 
hand  at  the  time,  with  some  liquid 
in  it.  Witness  hastened  to  Mr. 
Pugh,  the  surgeon,  and  the  gen¬ 
tleman  followed  him,  retching  all 
the  way  he  went.  Witness  told 
Mr.  Pugh,  that  the  porter  had  been 
poisoned.  The  gentleman  sat 
down,  and  Mr.  Pugh  gave  him 
some  medicine  directly.  Witness 
then  returned  to  the  warehouse, 
and  he  found  the  deceased  in  the 
privy,  deprived  both  of  his  senses 
and  the  use  of  his  limbs.  Hap¬ 
pening  to  have  some  sweet  oil  on 
the  premises,  witness  gave  him 
about  half  a  pint  of  it.  The  de¬ 
ceased  was  so  ill,  that  he  could  not 
move,  and  Mr.  Pugh  came  to  the 
warehouse  with  medicine.  Ir 
about  10  minutes,  the  deceased 
died  in  convulsions. 

Mr.  Richard  Pugh  said,  the 
liquid,  which,  the  deceased  had 
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taken,  was  oxalic  acid.  He  had 
opened  the  body,  and  found  that 
there  were  no  remains  of  the  acid, 
but  the  lining  of  the  stomach  had 
been  completely  destroyed. 

John  Richardson,  porter  to  Mr. 
Hingeston,  who  kept  the  chemist’s 
shop  of  Maul  and  Jones  in  Grace- 
church- street,  said,  that  he  yester¬ 
day  morning  served  two  people 
with  what  he  thought  were  salts, 
one  about  eight  o’clock,  and  the 
other  about  half-past  eight.  At 
first  he  gave  the  deceased,  who 
came  first,  one  of  the  big  bundles, 
and  finding  it  was  two  ounces 
instead  of  one,  he  pulled  out 
a  package  with  no  reading  upon 
it,  and  one  with  reading  upon  it. 
He  could  not  tell  which  he  gave 
him.  On  the  Tuesday  morning 
previously,  he  had  served  two 
persons  with  packages  of  salts, 
and  when  the  apprentice  (Mr. 
Tribe)  came  down,  he  laid  the 
three-pence  on  the  counter,  and 
told  him  he  had  sold  some  salts. 
Mr.  Tribe  said,  “  Very  well,”  and 
took  the  money.  Witness  had  no 
directions  to  serve  people,  nor  had 
he  any  orders  not  to  serve  them. 
When  the  deceased  came  for  the 
salts,  witness  rang  the  bell  for  the 
apprentice  twice,  and  finding  he 
did  not  come  down,  he  went  up 
stairs  to  him,  and  Mr.  Tribe  said, 
he  could  not  come  down.  He  did 
not  tell  the  apprentice,  what  the 
deceased  wanted. 


Mr.  Hingeston  expressed  his  re¬ 
gret  at  the  accident,  and  stated 
that  he  had  employed  a  Mr.  Folkes 
to  attend  to  the  business,  and  Mr. 
Folkes  was  a  man  in  whom  he 
could  place  the  greatest  confidence. 
He  was  perfectly  astonished,  when 
he  heard  what  had  happened.  Mr. 
Tribe,  the  apprentice,  had  told  the 
boy  never  to  serve  any  persons 
again.  There  were  some  packages 
of  oxalic  acid  in  the  drawer  un¬ 
labelled,  but  they  would  have  been 
labelled  before  they  were  sold. 
The  boy,  Richardson,  would  be 
turned  away. 

Mr.  Tribe,  the  apprentice,  a  boy 
17  years  of  age,  said  that  he  had 
told  the  lad  never  to  serve  any  one 
again. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict — 
“  Died  by  poison  given  by  mistake 
for  salts.” 

The  jury  wished  to  accompany 
the  verdict  with  some  observations, 
but  were  dissuaded  by  the  coroner. 

Mr.  Samuel  Briggs,  the  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  oxalic  acid  was 
given  for  salts  on  the  same  morn¬ 
ing  with  the  deceased,  was  present 
at  the  inquest,  but  was  not  ex¬ 
amined.  Mr.  Briggs,  fortunately, 
took  only  one  third  of  an  ounce, 
but  that  would  have  probably  been 
sufficient  to  have  killed  him,  had 
he  not  obtained  immediate  assist¬ 
ance.  Mr.  Briggs  had  partially 
lost  his  voice,  and  was  in  a  very 
weak  state. 
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§4 


Return  of  his  Majesty’s  Ambassadors,  Ministers,  or  Envoys  at  Foreign 
Courts  in  the  Year  179E  with  the  amount  of  the  Annual  Allow¬ 
ance  received  by  each  respectively,  stating  the  Names  of  the  Persons 
employed  in  those  Missions :  and  also,  a  Return  of  his  Majesty’s 
Ambassadors,  Ministers,  or  Envoys  at  Foreign  Courts  in  1821,  with 
the  Amount  of  the  Annual  Allowance  received  by  each  respectively, 
stating  the  Names  of  the  Persons  employed  in  those  Missions. 

IN  THE  YEAR  1791. 


Courts. 


France 
Spain  .. 
Holland 


Ottoman  Porte 


Austria  . 

Russia . 

Prussia  . 

Two  Sicilies 
Portugal..... 
Denmark  .. 

Sardinia . 

Tuscany .... . 
Saxony  . 


Ratisbon 

Poland 

Sweden 


Brussels . 

Elector  of  Co-A 
logne  and  ( 
Eandgraveof  j 
Hesse  Cassel J 
Lower  Saxony.. 
America  . 


Switzerland  ... 


V  enice 


Names  of  Persons  employed. 
Ambassadors, 

Earl  Gower  . 

Lord  St.  Helen’s . . 

Lord  Auckland . 

Sir  R.  Ainslie  . . 

Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Mi 
nisters  Plenipotentiary. 

Sir  II.  M.  Keith  . . 

C.  Whitworth,  Esq . 

J.  Ewart,  Esq . 

Sir  W.  Hamilton . .... 

Hon.  R.  Walpole . 

Hugh  Elliot,  Esq . . 

Hon.  J.  Trevor . 

Lord  Henry  Henly . 

Morton  Eden,  Esq . . 

Envoys  Extraordinary. 

T.  Walpole,  Esq . . . 

D.  Hailes,  Esq. . 

R.  Liston,  Esq . . 

Ministers  Plenipotentiary. 

Viscount  Torrington  . 

R.  Heathcote,  Esq . 

C.  H.  Fraser,  Esq . 

G.  Hammond,  Esq . 

Charge  d' Affaires. 
Lewis  Brown,  Esq . 

Commissary  for  settling  a  Com 
oner ck/ 1  Treaty  'with  Spain. 
R.  Woodford,  Esq . . 

Resident. 

Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart . 


Salaries. 


£ 

8,320 

8,320 

8,320 


1,095 


2.555 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 

2,920 


1,825 

1,825 

1,825 


1,825 

1,595 

1,095 

1,825 

250 

1,825 

1,095 


Extra  Annual 
Allowances. 


Salary  and ' 
other  Emo- 
luments 
fromtheLe- 
vant  Com- 
pany. 

£ 

1,850 

600 

400 

400 

300 

400 

400 

400 

400 


300 

400 

400 


400 

300 

300 

400 


} 


400 


Total. 


£ 

8,320 

8,320 

8,320 


1,095 


4,405 

3,520 

3,320 

3,320 

3,220 

3,320 

3,320 

3,320 

3,320 


2,125 

2,225 

2,225 


2,225 

1,895 

1,395 

2,225 

250 


1,825 


1,495 


March.] 


CHRONICLE. 


55 


IN  THE  YEAR  1821. 


Conrts. 

France  . 

Spain  . 

Netherlands 


Names  of  Persons  employed. 


Ambassadors. 

Sir  C.  Stuart,  G.C.B . 

Sir  H.  Wellesley,  G.C.B.  ... 


Earl  of  Clancarty 


Ottoman  Porte 

Austria  . 

Itussia . 


Viscount  Strangford.. 
Lord  Vane  Stewart .. 
Sir  C.  Bagot,  G.C.B. 


Salaries. 


Extra  Annual 
Allowances. 


Total. 


£ 

11,000 

11,000 


£ 

•  •  » 

1,000 


c£ 

11,000 

12,000 


11,000 


C  1,300  on  ac-  ^ 
J  count  of  the  f 
"j  double  resi-  f 
t.  dence.  j 


12,300 


8,000, 

11,000  1,000 

11,000  1,000 


8,000 

12,000 

12,000 


Prussia  . 

Tavo  Sicilies  ... 

Brazils  . 

Denmark  . 

Sardinia  . . 

United  States 

Frankfort  . 

Bavaria  . 

Sweden . 


Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Mi¬ 
nisters  Plenipotentiary. 

Sir  G.  H.  Rose . 

SirW.  A’ Court,  Bt.  G.C.B. 
Sir  E.  Thornton,  G.C.B . . 

A.  I.  Foster,  Esq. . 

Hon.  William  Hill  . 

Right  Hon.  S.  Canning  . 

Hon.  F.  Lamb . . 

B.  Taylor,  Esq . 

Right  Hon.  V.  Fitzgerald  ... 


7,000 

5,500 

5.500 

4.500 

4.500 

5.500 

5.500 

4.500 
4,500 


500 

500 

500 

400 

400 

500 

500 

400 

400 


7,500 
6,000 
6,000 
4,900  • 
4,900 
6,000 
6,000 
4,900 
4,900 


Tuscany . 

Saxony  . 

Wurtemberg ... 


Envoys  Extraordinary. 

Lord  Burgh ersh  . 

J.  P.  Morier,  Esq . 

A.  Cockburn,  Esq.  ....... 


3,600 

3,600 

3,600 


Hamburgh. 

Switzerland 

Portugal...., 
■  - 


Charges  d' Affaires. 

..  J.  C,  Mellish,  Esq . . 

..  E,  C.  Disbrowe,  Esq . . 

As  Secretary  of  Legation  . . . 

..  E.  M.  Ward,  Esq . 

As  Secretary  of  Legation . 


500 

1,095 

500 

1,095 

550 


\ 

\ 


} 


300 

300 

300 


3,900 

3,900 

3,900 


500 

1,595 

1,645 


22.  Maidstone.  —  John  Hay- 
i  wood  was  indicted  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
William  Impett,  by  shooting  her 
i  on  the  8th  of  September  last. 

The  case  excited  very  general 
;  interest.  The  deceased  was  the 
1  wife  of  a  small  farmer,  at  Sellinge, 
in  this  county.  The  prisoner  had 
i  lodged  in  the  house,  where  Mr.  and 
:  Mrs.  Impett  lived. 

The  following  witnesses  were 
;  called  for  the  prosecution. 

Dr.  Robert  Chishall. — I  am  a 
I  physician  residing  at  Ashford.  On 


the  8  th  of  September  last,  I  was 
called  in  to  attend  the  deceased. 
I  found  her  on  her  bed  in  exces¬ 
sive  pain,  vomiting  blood,  and 
wounded  in  the  left  side.  It  was 
a  gun-shot  wound.  There  was 
not  the  least  chance  of  saving  her 
life.  I  told  her  that  she  should 
make  up  her  mind  as  to  the  danger 
she  was  in,  and  requested  her  to 
speak  the  truth  on  so  solemn  an 
occasion.  She  said  repeatedly,  that 
she  was  sure  she  never  should  re¬ 
cover.  She  requested,  that  I  would 
take  her  words  down.  I  imme- 
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diately  got  a  small  slip  of  paper, 
and  wrote  down  exactly  what  she 
told  me.  After  she  had  signed 
the  paper,  I  told  her  I  could  give 
her  no  hope.  After  that,  I  read 
the  paper  over  to  her  twice  or 
thrice.  She  said  the  contents  of 
the  paper  were  very  true.  She 
lived  about  four  or  five  hours  after¬ 
wards. 

The  dying  declaration  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  was  then  read  as  follows  : — 

“  I,  Elizabeth  Ixnpett,  with  the 
prospect  of  death  before  me,  do 
most  solemnly  declare,  that  John 
Haywood  inflicted  the  wound  in 
my  side,  of  which  I  expect  to  die, 
and  that  he  did  it  with  a  loaded 
gun,  in  consequence  of  my  refusal 
to  yield  to  his  embraces  this  morn¬ 
ing.”  To  this  declaration  the  de¬ 
ceased  made  her  cross,  and  the 
doctor  signed  it  as  attesting  wit¬ 
ness. 

Rhoda  Elizabeth  Cook. — I  am 
the  wife  of  James  Cook,  and  live 
a  few  rods  from  the  house  of  the 
deceased.  On  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  8  th  of  September,  I 
left  my  house  to  milk  my  cows  at 
6  in  the  morning.  I  had  milked 
one  cow,  and  my  servant  another. 
I  was  sitting  down  to  milk  a 
second,  when  I  heard  the  report 
of  a  gun.  A  little  boy  came 
over  to  my  house:  he  was 
the  son  of  the  deceased.  He 
seemed  very  much  frightened.  He 
told  me  something,  and  I  went 
down  to  the  stack  where  the 
woman  lay.  The  deceased  was 
lying  at  the  foot  of  the  stack.  We 
took  her  in  doors.  I  knew  the 
prisoner  well.  He  worked  for 
my  husband.  I  had  no  reason  to 
suspect,  that  he  was  wrong  in  his 
mind. 

Charles  Morris. — I  went  to  see 
the  deceased,  when  I  heard  she 
was  shot.  I  have  known  the  pri¬ 


soner  some  time ;  I  knew  his 
father;  he  hanged  himself.  His 
brother  cut  his  throat.  I  have 
seen  the  prisoner  four  years,  off 
and  on.  I  never  saw  any  thing 
amiss  with  the  prisoner;  he  was 
always  perfectly  sensible. 

William  Impett,  son  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  a  boy  between  nine  and 
ten  years  of  age. — I  was  in  the 
stable  at  six  o’clock,  and  saw  my 
mother  come  to  milk.  I  went  out 
before  Haywood  shot.  I  saw  the 
prisoner  come  down  to  the  stable. 
He  had  a  gun  in  his  hand.  I  did 
not  hear  him  talk  to  my  mother. 
I  went  out  of  the  stable  soon  after 
Haywood  came.  I  heard  the  gun, 
and  went  to  call  my  father.  I 
went  to  call  him,  because  Hay¬ 
wood  said  he  meant  to  kill  my 
mother.  He  said  so,  when  he 
was  going  into  the  stable.  He 
said,  “  old  black  legs,”  and  pointed 
at  my  mother,  when  he  said  he 
meant  to  kill  her.  My  mother 
was  going  into  the  stable  with 
the  milking-pan.  She  fetched 
one  of  the  cows  into  the  stable. 
My  mother  wore  black  stockings. 
She  had  begun  milking  when 
Haywood  said  this,  and  had  pretty 
near  done  with  the  cow.  My  father 
was  cutting  beans  in  the  harvest- 
field,  when  I  went  to  call  him. 
I  was  just  out  of  the  stable-door, 
when  I  heard  the  gun  go  off.  I 
turned  round,  when  I  heard  the 
gun  go  off,  and  saw  the  smoke. 
When  I  came  back  again,  the 
stable  was  full  of  smoke.  Hay¬ 
wood  was  not  there  then ;  but  I 
saw  him  immediately  afterwards 
haul  his  gun  down,  and  jump 
over  a  gate.  I  saw  my  mother. 
She  came  out  of  the  stable,  leaning 
down  almost  double.  She  got  as 
far  as  the  gate  against  the  stack, 
and  there  she  fell  down. 

The  prisoner  was  without 
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counsel.  Being  called  upon  to 
make  his  defence,  he  said  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  say.  He  had  no  witnesses. 

It  being  suggested,  that  the  pri¬ 
soner  was  deranged  in  his  mind, 
Mr.  Agar,  the  keeper  of  Maid¬ 
stone  gaol,  was  called,  and  being 
examined  by  the  learned  judge, 
deposed  as  follows :  —  The  pri¬ 
soner  has  been  in  my  custody,  since 
September  last.  I  have  particu¬ 
larly  observed  him  at  his  meals, 
and  at  bed-time.  I  have  seen  no¬ 
thing  like  derangement  in  his 
mind.  His  understanding  seemed 
perfectly  clear.  He  has  had  fits 
two  or  three  times  in  the  night, 
which  he  has  accounted  for,  in 
consequence  of  his  being  uneasy 
about  the  woman. 

The  jury,  after  a  few  minutes 
deliberation,  found  the  prisoner 
Guilty,  and  he  was  ordered  for  ex¬ 
ecution  on  Monday. 

Devon.  — -  Murder.  —  Philip 
Chappell  was  indicted  for  the  wil¬ 
ful  murder  of  Mary  Stevens,  on 
the  7th  of  December  last. 

William  Handford,  labourer  of 
Torringtcn. — Early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th  of  December,  pass¬ 
ing  near  the  mill-leat  at  the 
bottom  of  Castle-hill,  witness  saw 
the  body  of  a  woman ;  the  water  is 
about  a  foot  and  a  half  deep ;  called 
assistance,  and  pulled  her  out  with 
a  crook,  by  the  clothes;  observed 
three  wounds  on  the  left  side  of 
the  head ;  the  mill-stream  has  a 
muddy  or  sandy  bottom. 

Mr.  Thomas  Vicary,  surgeon. 
— On  the  8th  of  December,  pass- 
i  ing  the  mill-leat  to  visit  a  pa- 
i  tient,  saw  the  body  of  a  woman 
'  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
)  water.  She  had  three  wounds, 
|  one  over  the  left  eye,  which  ap- 
i  peared  to  have  been  inflicted  with 
i  some  weighty  substance,  and  with 
:  greatforce,  for  it  penetrated  into  the 


bone;  the  part  was  much  swollen, 
so  as  to  disfigure  the  face  :  another 
wound  was  near  the  right  eye,  and 
cut  upwards,  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length ;  did  not  think 
either  of  the  wounds  sufficient  to 
cause  death ;  the  third  wound  was 
slight.  On  her  right  hand,  was  a 
wound  the  size  of  a  shilling.  The 
wounds  might  have  caused  tempo¬ 
rary  stupefaction,  and  being  thrown 
into  the  water,  she  could  not  re¬ 
cover  ;  conceived,  she  had  lain  in 
the  water  some  hours.  She  was 
far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  but 
was  so  disfigured,  that  witness  did 
not  know  her.  Witness  knows 
the  prisoner,  who  worked  for  Mr. 
Baget,  glover,  where  the  deceased 
also  lived  as  servant.  The  wound 
on  her  hand  could  not  have  been 
inflicted  by  herself,  and  witness 
thought  she  met  death  by  suffo¬ 
cation. 

Robert  Vicary,  dyer,  knew  both 
deceased  and  prisoner.  Three  weeks 
before  the  death  of  the  girl,  he  had 
a  conversation  with  the  prisoner, 
and  told  him  it  was  a  bad  job — - 
that  she  was  with  child ;  prisoner 
said  it  was.  Witness  asked  him 
what  he  meant  to  do  by  it ;  he 
said,  he  would  not  mind  it,  if  he 
was  out  of  his  time.  Witness  and 
some  other  men  joked  the  prisoner 
about  the  possibility  of  the  child 
being  still-born,  and  asked,  what 
he  would  give  for  such  news? 
Prisoner  said,  “  five  shillings/" 

Susannah  Sargeant  knew  Mary 
Stevens,  the  deceased,  and  saw  her 
on  the  6th  of  December,  at  eight 
in  the  evening,  in  the  church¬ 
yard.  They  met  the  prisoner ;  he 
spoke  to  them,  and  all  three  joined 
in  conversation  for  about  ten  mi¬ 
nutes.  Witness  left  them,  and 
that  was  the  last  time  she  saw  them 
together. 

Eliza  Pasmore  lived  in  Castle* 
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street,  Torrington  ;  was  at  home 
on  Friday,  the  7th  of  December, 
just  after  8  o’clock  in  the  evening ; 
saw  the  deceased  going  up  Castle- 
street,  it  was  moon-light ;  she 
went  as  far  as  the  Castle-garden- 
gate,  and  appeared  to  be  waiting 
there  for  some  one.  John  Wil¬ 
liams  passed  by  her  and  went  into 
the  house ;  the  deceased  went  on, 
and  stopped  again ;  she  had  on  a 
gray  cloak,  white  apron,  black 
bonnet,  dark  gown ;  she  after¬ 
wards  went  through  the  gate,  and 
witness  saw  her  no  more.  On  her 
cross-examination,  witness  said,  she 
looked  very  smart  to  go  there  at 
such  a  time. 

Samuel  Chambers  knows  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  ;  he  saw  him 
in  Castle-lane,  on  the  7th  of  De¬ 
cember,  at  a  quarter  past  8  in  the 
evening;  he  spoke  to  him,  “  Well, 
Philip ;”  when  he  answered, 
et  Hard  at  it,  Sam  ?”  Prisoner  had 
on  a  nankeen  jacket  and  waistcoat, 
leather  breeches,  the  colour  some¬ 
thing  like  the  jacket ;  he  went 
down  the  lane  leading  to  Castle- 
hill. 

James  Parminter  was  on  the  hill 
on  the  7th  of  December,  a  quarter 
before  nine,  with  John  Dingle ; 
he  saw  a  man  and  woman  before 
him  on  the  path  called  Old  Maid’s 
Walk ;  the  woman  had  a  gray 
cloak  and  black  bonnet ;  the  man 
had  a  light  short  jacket;  they 
turned  their  heads  and  saw  them 
coming,  when  they  went  into  ano¬ 
ther  path.  He  did  not  know  who 
they  were,  and  did  not  see  them 
again. 

Mary  Thompson  lived  in  Castle- 
street,  Torrington ;  the  deceased 
lodged  with  her.  About  8  o’clock 
in  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  De¬ 
cember,  she  appeared  in  very  good 
spirits,  put  on  a  clean  apron,  gray 
cloak,  and  black  bonnet ;  she  said 
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to  a  stranger  in  the  house,  Good 
night,  Grace,  you’ll  be  gone  before 
I  come  back.”  The  deceased  then 
went  out,  which  she  was  in  the 
habit  of  doing  for  three  or  four 
weeks  before ;  she  never  saw  her 
alive  after  that  time.  She  had 
seen  the  prisoner  with  the  deceased 
on  the  Sunday  before,  when  he 
wore  a  pair  of  leather  breeches. 

William  Passmore,  a  constable 
at  Torrington,  searched  the  house 
of  Chappell’s  father,  on  Sunday, 
the  9th  of  December ;  he  found  a 
pair  of  leather  breeches  in  the  bed¬ 
room,  between  the  prisoner’s  box 
and  the  wall,  tied  up  in  an  apron. 
[Here  a  pair  of  breeches  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  court,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  wet  to  the  waist¬ 
band,  j  Witness  had  shown  them 
to  the  prisoner  on  the  9th  of  De¬ 
cember,  at  the  Guildhall,  when  he 
said  they  were  his,  and  that  they 
had  been  washed  by  him  on  the 
Thursday  before  in  the  river,  as 
they  were  dirty  by  digging  pota¬ 
toes  about  three  weeks  before,  on 
a  rainy  day,  and  he  had  tied  them 
up  to  put  them  away. 

William  Love  saw  the  prisoner 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th ;  he 
wore  a  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
grafted  stockings,  and  a  light  nan¬ 
keen  jacket;  he  thought  them  to 
be  the  same  as  those  produced  in 
court. 

William  Thomas,  a  constable  of 
Torrington,  found  at  the  house  of 
the  prisoner’s  father,  on  the  9th, 
a  pair  of  stockings  at  the  head  of 
the  stairs,  in  a  dark  window ;  they 
were  wet,  and  had  a  sort  of  gravel 
on  the  feet. 

Eleanor  Chappell,  the  mother  of 
the  prisoner,  said,  the  breeches, 
were  like  those  he  wore,  but  he 
went  to  work  in  the  morning  be¬ 
fore  she  got  up;  prisoner  came 
home  just  before  ten  in  the  even- 
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mg,  lie  did  not  eat  any  supper ; 
he  used  to  have  tea  and  nothing 
glse ;  the  stockings  were  like  those 
he  wore,  hut  she  thought  they 
were  wet  by  coming  through  the 
wet  furse ;  she  did  not  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  the  prisoner’s  jacket  or 
not.  She  never  washed  the 
breeches. 

William  Chappell,  the  father  of 
che  prisoner,  said,  that  he  mended 
his  son’s  breeches  some  day  in  De¬ 
cember.  The  breeches  produced 
In  court  were  the  same  as  he  had 
mended. 

Henry  Lewis  was  acquainted 
with  the  prisoner,  they  worked  at 
the  same  place  ;  the  deceased  had 
lived  there  also ;  she  left  the  Satur¬ 
day  before  the  10th  of  September. 
Witness  saw  the  prisoner  on  the 
7th  of  December,  he  left  work 
just  before  8  o’clock ;  the  prisoner 
came  to  “work  again  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning  about  10  or  1 1  o’clock, 
and  Soit  down  on  a  block  in  the 
stove ;  he  appeared  in  a  very  low 
way,  his  hand  to  his  head,  and  his 
elbow  on  his  knee ;  he  had  no  bu¬ 
siness  in  that  situation,  his  work 
was  cutting  gloves ;  the  prisoner 
had  on  blue  trowsers,  clean  apron, 
and  light  jacket ;  it  was  usual  to 
put  on  clean  aprons  on  Saturdays, 
because  the  master  generally  came. 

The  prisoner  being  called  upon 
for  his  defence,  said,  “  My  lord,  I 
am  as  innocent  as  any  body  in  the 
court ;  I  loved  her  too  well  to 
murder  her.” 

The  whole  of  the  witnesses  be¬ 
fore  examined  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution  were  again  called,  with 
several  other  persons  to  speak  to 
the  character  of  the  prisoner,  and 
all  concurred  in  his  general  good 
conduct  and  gentle  demeanor  up 
to  the  fatal  occurrence. 
r  The  jury,  without  much  hesita¬ 
tion,  returned  a  verdict  of — Guilty. 

During  the  whole  of  the  trial 


the  prisoner  continued  almost  mo¬ 
tionless,  and  maintained  the  most 
unconcerned  appearance;  but  on 
sentence  being  pronounced  by  the 
judge,  he  seemed  to  relent,  and,  on 
being  conducted  back  to  prison,  he 
wept  bitterly,  and  walked  with  a 
trembling,  unsteady  step. 

A  respectable  dissenting  minis¬ 
ter  visited  the  unhappy  young 
man  the  same  evening,  and  ob¬ 
tained  from  him  a  confession  of  his 
guilt — that,  whilst  walking  with 
her  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  he 
stunned  her  by  repeated  blows  on. 
the  head  with  a  stick,  and  then, 
threw  her  into  the  water;  but 
that  the  dreadful  act  was  not  pre¬ 
meditated. 

23.  Yesterday  morning,  between 
five  and  six  o’clock,  a  tremendous 
hurricane  sprung  up  on  the  Thames 
from  the  M.N.W.  Below  the 
bridge,  two  coasters  broke  from  their 
moorings,  and  coming  in  contact, 
four  men,  that  were  endeavouring 
to  right  them,  were  thrown  by 
the  violence  of  the  concussion  into 
the  stream,  and  three  of  them  were 
drowned  ;  the  fourth,  more  fortu¬ 
nate,  caught  hold  of  a  piece  of 
spar  that  was  floating,  and  was 
fortunately  picked  up  by  a  boat 
from  the  Rotherhithe  shore.  The 
survivor’s  name  is  Thornton;  of  the 
the  three  others,  M^Darnal  and 
Robinson  are  known  as  having 
large  families ;  the  other  was  a  young 
man  not  out  of  his  apprenticeship. 
Considerable  damage  was  done  to 
other  craft  on  the  river,  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  more  lives  were 
lost.  The  hurricane  was  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  river,  for  in  many 
parts  of  the  metropolis  contiguous 
to  the  Thames  the  effect  of  the 
gale  was  experienced  in  the  un¬ 
roofing  of  houses,  sweeping  off 
the  coping  stones,  destroying  chim¬ 
ney-pots,  windows,  &c. 

Combinations  to  destroy 
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farming  stock.— The  system  of 
spreading  terror  by  firing  stacks, 
still  exists  in  an  alarming  degree. 
Monday  evening  last  (18th  inst.) 
about  8  o’clock,,  a  haulm-stack  in  a 
field  at  Rickinghall  Superior,  was 
discovered  to  be  on  fire ;  it  was 
seen  many  miles  round  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  drew  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  to  the  spot.  A 
wheat-stack,  about  90  yards  off, 
fortunately  escaped.  The  same 
evening,  a  haulm-stack,  upon  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Little 
Blakenham,  was  attempted  to  be 
set  fire  to.  The  stack  was  near 
the  lime-kilns,  and  a  poker,  which 
it  is  presumed  had  been  heated  at 
the  kilns,  was  found  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  thrust  into  the  stack ;  but  the 
stubble,  being  in  a  damp  state,  did 
not  ignite.  On  Thursday  evening 
a  haulm-stack,  and  an  out-build¬ 
ing  were  entirely  destroyed  upon 
the  premises  of  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Mendlesham.  A  conflagration  of 
considerable  magnitude  occurred 
the  same  evening  at  Snape. — Ips¬ 
wich  Journal. 

24.  Lord  Byron.  —  As  lord 
Byron,  with  four  other  English 
gentlemen,  followed  by  a  servant, 
were  returning  on  horseback  to 
Pisa,  and  were  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  Porta  la  Piaggia,  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  man  on  horse¬ 
back,  in  the  dress  of  a  dragoon, 
riding  at  full  gallop,  who  rushed 
through  the  party  at  speed,  so  as 
to  endanger  their  safety.  Lord 
Byron  (followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
party  and  the  servant),  conceiving 
the  person  to  have  been  a  commis¬ 
sioned  officer  (he  proved  to  be  only 
a  sergt.-major),  pursued  him  at 
speed,  and  overtook  him  just  at  the 
Porta  la  Piaggia,  where  there  was  a 
guard.  They  rode  up  to  the  dra¬ 
goon  and  asked  his  name  and  ad¬ 
dress,  lord  Byron  at  the  same 
time  offering  him  his  card.  The 


[1822. 

reply  consisted  of  the  most  gross 
abuse,  and  threats  of  personal  vio¬ 
lence,  accompanied  with  the  act  of 
laying  his  hand  on  his  sword,  as  if 
to  carry  his  threats  into  execution. 
This  took  place  in  the  presence 
of  some  of  the  guard,  one  of 
whom  called  out  to  the  dragoon 
to  give  them  in  charge ;  on 
which  he  immediately  called  out 
to  the  guard  to  arrest  the  whole 
party.  Lord  Byron,  on  this,  put 
spurs  to  his  horse,  and  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  one  of  his  companions.  His 
lordship  rode  directly  to  his  house, 
and  sent  his  secretary  to  the  police, 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  outrage, 
and,  without  dismounting,  return¬ 
ed  towards  the  guard.  On  his 
way  he  met  the  dragoon,  who  rede 
up  to  his  lordship,  and  asked  him 
in  an  insulting  manner,  if  he  was 
satisfied  ?  Lord  Byron  replied  he 
was  not  satisfied,  and  desired  to 
know  his  name.  The  other  stated 
it  to  be  serjeant-major  Masi.  At 
this  moment  a  servant  of  lord 
Byron  came  up  to  the  dragoon,  and 
laid  hold  of  the  bridle  of  his  horse, 
which  lord  Byron  desired  him  in¬ 
stantly  to  release.  The  dragoon 
put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  along  the  street  by  the 
Arno,  through  a  large  number  of 
people,  who  were  collected  near 
the  Casa  Lanfranchi.  There,  it 
appears,  the  dragoon  received  a 
wound :  from  whom  is  uncertain. 
Several  were  arrested  on  sus¬ 
picion,  amongst  the  rest  one  of 
lord  Byron’s  servants.  After  his 
lordship  quitted  the  gate,  it  appears 
that  a  most  brutal  attack  was  made 
by  the  dragoons  and  soldiers,  armed 
with  swords,  on  the  persons  of  the 
three  unarmed  English  gentlemen. 
One  was  knocked  off  his  horse, 
another  was  wounded  in  the 
face,  and  the  servant  was  severely 
ill-used.  The  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  was  referred  to  the  civil 
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tribunals.  Lord  Byron  and  the 
English  gentlemen  made  immedi- 
ately  a  report  and  deposition  to  the 
governor  of  Pisa,,  and,,  through  the 
medium  of  Mr.  Dawkins,  the  Eng¬ 
lish  charge  d’affaires  at  Florence, 
demanded  satisfaction  for  the  in¬ 
juries  they  had  received.  The 
Tuscan  government  have  intimated 
through  Mr.  Dawkins,  that  they 
do  not  entertain  the  remotest 
suspicion  that  Lord  Byron  was 
concerned  in  the  attack  on  the 
dragoon. 

Dispute  between  English 
and  French  Fishing-Boats — 
The  following  account  of  a  dis¬ 
pute  on  the  coast  of  France  (dated 
Granville,  March  26),  between  the 
English  oyster-boats  and  the  F rench 
fishermen,  is  extracted  from  the 
Constitutionnel : — “  The  English 
fishermen  have  the  audacity  to 
come  and  fish  on  our  oyster-banks, 
situate  between  one  and  two  leagues 
from  this  town,  by  which  we  sus¬ 
tain  considerable  damage.  Hi¬ 
therto  the  fishing-guard  had  con¬ 
fined  themselves  to  threats,  which 
the  English  have  uniformly  treated 
with  contempt.  To-day  they  again 
assembled  to  the  number  of  nearly 
200  boats ;  but  our  fishing  guard 
acted  with  more  energy,  than 
they  had  heretofore  displayed. 
After  requiring  the  English  to  re¬ 
tire,  which  they  positively  refused 
to  do,  the  guard  saluted  them  with 
several  discharges  of  cannon.  The 
English  at  last  retired,  but  avow¬ 
ing  their  determination  to  return 
with  increased  numbers,  and  op¬ 
pose  force  to  force.” 

Novel  Conviction.— A  woman 
named  Galligan,  has  been  con¬ 
victed  at  Limerick,  for  serving,  on 
the  24th  of  March  last,  an  unlaw¬ 
ful  notice  on  a  farmer  to  quit 
his  leasehold  premises.  The  pea- 
I  santrv,  it  seems,  had  gotten  a  no¬ 


tion  that  females  could  not  be  sen¬ 
tenced  under  the  act. 

Silver  Mine. — It  is  calculated 
that  the  silver  lead-mines  now  at 
work  in  Cornwall,  and  others  about 
to  commence,  will,  in  a  few  years 
raise  sufficient  silver  for  the  use  of 
the  kingdom.  At  Sir  Christopher 
Hawkins’s  mine  in  that  county,  a 
plate  of  silver  weighing  nearly 
400  pounds,  has  been  extracted 
from  the  ore.  This  mine  produces 
two  and  sometimes  three  such 
pieces  a  month. 

Sheerness. — The  stupendous 
works,  which  have,  for  a  number 
of  years,  been  carrying  on  at 
Sheerness,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  dock-yard,  have  arrived 
at  a  great  degree  of  forward¬ 
ness  ;  the  basin,  which  will  be 
capable  of  containing  a  dozen 
line-of-battle  ships,  and  three  new 
docks,  also  for  first-rate  ships,  are 
nearly  completed ;  the  works  around 
the  docks,  and  the  building  of 
storehouses,  &c.  will  necessarily 
occupy  some  years  to  come.  A 
long  stone  wall  of  several  hundred 
feet  running  parallel  to  the  town 
pier,  and  projecting  into  the 
Medway,  forms  an  extensive  wharf 
for  landing  and  shipping  goods. 
The  work  was  originally  begun 
under  the  plans  of  the  late  general 
Bentham,  and  conducted  after¬ 
wards  by  the  late  J.  Rennie,  esq. 
When  complete,  it  will  be  the  finest 
yard  in  the  kingdom. 

Earthquake - Many  inhabi* 

tants  of  Seaton  Ross,  near  York, 
Foggathorpe,  and  Holme-upon- 
Spalding-moor,  were  lately  alarmed 
by  a  smart  shock  of  an  earthquake. 
Several  families,  who  had  just  re¬ 
tired  to  rest,  felt  their  beds  shake 
under  them,  and  some  in  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  surprise  and  affright  sprung 
out  of  them  upon  the  floor ;  others 
who  were  still  up,  felt  then  chairs 
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move  with  them,  and  some  ran 
out  of  doors  to  see  what  was  the 
matter ;  a  rumbling  noise  was 
heard,  and  in  two  houses  the  bells 
rang  of  themselves.  The  shock 
was  also  felt  in  the  villages  of 
Beilby,  Everingham,  Allerthorpe 
and  Melbourne. 

26.  About  1 1  o’clock,  a  meeting 
took  place  at  Auchtertool,  near  Bal- 
muto,  in  Fifeshire,  between  sir 
Alexander  Boswell  of  Auchinleck, 
bart.  and  James  Stuart,  esq.  of 
Dunearn.  Sir  Alexander  was  at¬ 
tended  by  the  hon.  John  Douglas, 
brother  of  the  marquis  of  Queens- 
bury ;  and  Mr.  Stuart  by  the  earl 
of  Rosslyn.  The  ball  of  Mr.  Stuart 
struck  sir  Alexander  in  the  shoulder, 
shattered  the  shoulder-blade,  and 
was  supposed  to  have  entered  the 
spine,  as  his  limbs  were  quite  pa¬ 
ralysed.  Sir  Alexander  was  car¬ 
ried  to  Balmuto  house,  where  he 
expired.  He  was  attended  by  lady 
Boswell,  professor  Thompson,  and 
several  surgeons  of  the  first  emi¬ 
nence.— -The  cause  of  this  duel 
was  a  song  which  appeared  in  a 
Glasgow  paper,  the  “  Sentinel,” 
on  the  26th  of  December  last, 
and  which  Mr.  Stuart  ascertained 
to  have  been  writtten  by  sir  Alex¬ 
ander.  The  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Stuart  became  possessed  of  that  in¬ 
formation,  was  through  a  person 
named  Borthwick,  concerned  in 
the  “  Sentinel”  at  the  time  the  article 
appeared  in  that  paper  reflecting 
upon  Mr.  Stuart.  Borthwick  de¬ 
livered  the  papers  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Stuart.  From  these  papers, 
the  discovery  of  the  author  of  the 
article  mentioned,  as  well  as  that 
of  others,  was  made. 

Lawrence  v.  Smith. — An  in¬ 
teresting  case  came  on  for  hearing 
before  the  lord  chancellor  during 
the  present  month.  The  lectures 
of  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  celebrated 
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anatomist,  delivered  by  him  be¬ 
fore  the  Royal  College  of  surgeons, 
having  been  piratically  published 
by  a  bookseller  named  Smith,  an 
injunction  had  been  granted  to 
restrain  him  from  so  doing.  Smith 
applied  to  the  court  to  have  the 
injunction  dissolved,  on  the  ground 
that  the  book  was  not  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  law,  being  irreli¬ 
gious,  and  denying  the  immortality 
of  the  soul ;  and  his  counsel 
(Messrs.  Wetherell  and  Rose) 
quoted  the  criticisms  of  the  reviews 
to  shew,  that  such  was  the  true 
character  of  the  work. — Messrs. 
Shadwell,  and  Wilbraham,  on  the 
other  hand,  contended  for  a  differ¬ 
ent  construction  of  the  passages 
objected  to,  and  insisted  that  there 
was  nothing  in  them  irreconcile- 
able  with  Christianity — that  the 
liberty  of  the  press  was  materially 
involved  in  the  question— and  that 
a  valuable  work  of  600  pages  on 
physiological  and  scientific  subjects 
ought  not  to  be  condemned,  and 
the  author  to  lose  the  price  of  his 
labour,  because  there  might  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  a  passage  or  two  in  it, 
which  might  as  well  have  been 
omitted.  The  lord  chancellor,  after 
taking  time  to  read  the  book,  said, 
that  any  work,  which  would  not 
receive  the  protection  of  a  court  of 
law,  would  not  be  protected  in 
that  court.  In  the  present  case, 
he  should  not  discharge  his  duty  if 
he  did  not  dissolve  the  injunction, 
and  refer  the  plaintiff  to  a  court  of 
law,  when,  if  they  considered  the 
book  justifiable,  the  plaintiff  might 
have  the  injunction  renewed. 

29*  Leicester. — William  Bar¬ 
nett,  charged  with  the  wilful 
murder  of  Mary  Barnett,  his  late 
wife,  at  Ullesthorpe,  on  the  20th 
of  September,  1821,  by  poisoning 
her  with  arsenic,  took  his  trial 
yesterday.  He  purchased  the 
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arsenic  at  a  druggist’s  shop  in  this 
town,  on  a  Saturday,  taking  a  man 
alonsr  with  him  whom  he  acciden- 
tally  met.  On  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing,  his  wife,  who  was  a  mil¬ 
liner  and  staymaker,  and  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  the  different  vil¬ 
lages  to  dispose  of  her  goods,  found 
herself  very  unwell ;  being  some¬ 
what  better  after  breakfast,  she  set 
off  on  her  journey,  and  the  prisoner 
accompanied  her  as  far  as  High 
Cross,  where,  on  her  calling  upon 
one  of  her  customers,  she  was  again 
taken  ill,  and  fainted  away.  The 
poor  woman  daily  grew  worse  till 
the  Sunday  following,  when  she 
died  in  the  greatest  agony.  The 
prisoner  is  supposed  to  have  been 
induced  to  commit  the  |  horrid 
murder  in  consequence  of  an  un¬ 
fortunate  attachment  to  a  sister  of 
the  deceased ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  though  he  defeated 
the  ends  of  justice  for  six  months, 
he  was,  at  a  moment  when  he  felt 
himself  perfectly  secure,  recognized 
by  a  little  boy,  who  accidentally 
met  him  at  Woodstock,  in  Oxford¬ 
shire. 

He  was  found  Guilty,  and  or¬ 
dered  for  execution  to-morrow. 

30  Attack  on  the  Water¬ 
ford  Coach. — The  coach  left  Li¬ 
merick  at  seven  o’clock  on  Tues¬ 
day  morning;  it  was  attacked  at 
half-past  nine,  in  passing  through 
a  village  called  Mount  Katherine, 
about  eight  miles  from  Tipperary, 
by  seven  ruffians,  who  fired  at  the 
coachman  three  times,  and  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  stop.  They  then 
called  out  in  the  most  determined 
manner,  “  put  down  the  girl — put 
down  the  girl !”  alluding  to  a 
young  female  who  was  on  the 
coach.  Several  persons  appeared 
within  view  ready  to  assist  them. 
The  man  who  attended  the  coach, 
and  who  was  called  the  f  guard/ 


was  unarmed.  The  banditti  had 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  girl.  Having  secured 
their  prey,  they  permitted  the 
coach  to  proceed.  Information 
was  immediately  given  to  the  ser¬ 
geant  of  the  Tipperary  police,  who, 
with  the  men  under  his  orders, 
commenced  a  pursuit,  and  very 
soon  succeeded  in  recovering  and 
bringing  the  girl  to  Tipperary  in 
perfect  safety.  The  party,  who 
took  her  off,  repeatedly  fired  on  the 
police,  who  of  course  returned  the 
fire,  but  were  unable  to  take  any 
of  their  assailants  into  custody; 
they  ran  with  the  most  extraordi¬ 
nary  speed  through  the  country. 
It  appears,  that  the  young  woman 
possesses  a  fortune  of  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  that  an  attempt  was 
made  some  time  ago  to  force  her 
into  a  marriage  with  a  man  who 
broke  into  her  father’s  house  for 
that  purpose,  but  from  whom  she 
escaped.  He  is  at  present  in  gaol 
for  this  offence — his  trial  was  to 
take  place  on  Wednesday  at  Clon¬ 
mel.  She  was  on  the  way  to  pro¬ 
secute  him,  and  his  party  conceived 
they  could  not  better  promote  his 
interest,  than  by  removing  the 
principal  witness  against  him.  This 
appears  to  have  been  their  sole  ob¬ 
ject  :  they  did  not  make  the  least 
attempt  to  plunder  the  coach  or 
passengers ;  nor  did  they  offer 
more  violence  than  they  seemed  to 
think  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  possession  of  the  young 
woman. 

Libel. — Col.  Gustavason,  the 
late  king  of  Sweden  has  commenced 
an  action  for  libel  against  the  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Zeitgenossen, 
a  periodical  work  containing  the 
biography  of  distinguished  persons 
of  the  present  age.  Brockhaus,  of 
Leipsic,  is  the  publisher. 
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Slave  Trade  (Seepage  48-9 
•—A  series  of  papers,  relative  to  the 
Slave-trade  on  the  coast  of Afriea,has 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  They  consist  of  three 
letters  from  sir  Charles  M’Carthy, 
governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  and 
prove  too  clearly  the  increase  of 
that  horrible  -'traffic.  A  memo¬ 
randum  inclosed  in  one  of  these 
letters,  dated  Sierra  Leone  the 
22nd  of  January,  1822,  describing 
the  proceedings  of  the  British 
cruisers  for  the  last  six  months  on 
the  leeward  coast,  states  that  the 
Myrmidon,  captain  Leeke,  on  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  Bonny,  found  that 
river  swarming  with  slave-vessels 
under  different  flags,  eight  of  them 
French,  of  which  four  had  their 
cargoes  on  board.  Captain  Leeke 
had  also  ascertained,  on  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  the  number  of  slave- 
cargoes  taken  out  of  the  Bonny 
from  July  1820,  to  October  1821, 
was  actually  190,  and  a  similar 
return  from  the  Calabar,  for  a  like 
period,  made  a  total  of  162.  On 
the  same  coast,  in  October,  the 
Snapper,  lieutenant  Knight,  in  the 
course  of  ten  days,  fell  in  with  nine 
slave-ships,  of  which  eight  were 
French.  The  memorandum  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  describe  the  state  of  the 
slave-trade  on  the  windward  coast. 
The  following  is  an  extract : — 

The  renewal  of  the  traffic  in 
human  beings  on  the  windward 
coast  has  been  accompanied  with 
cruel  wars  amongst  the  hitherto 
peaceful  natives ;  the  arrival  of  a 
slave-ship  in  any  of  the  adjacent 
rivers  is  the  signal  for  attack  ;  the 
hamlets  of  the  natives  are  burned, 
and  the  survivors  carried  and  sold 
to  the  slave-factors. 

The  line  of  coast  from  the  island 
of  Goree  to  the  mouth  of  the 
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Gambia,  and  from  thence  to  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  establishments  of  Cacheo 
and  Bissao,  would  seem  to  be  the 
principal  seat  of  this  guilty  traffic, 
to  windward.  From  this  quarter, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  expor¬ 
tation  in  large  vessels,  a  very  ex¬ 
tensive  carrying  trade  is  kept  up 
with  the  Cape  de  Verd  islands, 
principally  by  the  small  craft  be¬ 
longing  to  Goree  and  Senegal. 

The  slave-traders  at  Cacheo  have 
lately  given  their  traffic  in  the  Rio 
Grande  a  new  feature  of  barbarous 
atrocity ;  they  visit  this  river  in 
armed  sloops  and  boats,  landing 
during  the  night,  and  carrying 
off  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
wretched  inhabitants.  An  appeal 
to  this  colony  has  been  lately  made 
on  behalf  of  three  villages  ravaged 
in  this  manner. 

The  fine  rivers  Nunez  and  Pon- 
gas  are  entirely  under  the  control 
of  renegado  European  and  Ame¬ 
rican  slave-traders ;  most  of  the 
slaves  sent  from  the  former  river 
find  their  way  to  Cacheo  and  the 
Cape  de  Verds,  from  whence  they 
are  shipped  as  domestics  to  the 
Brazils. 

A  French  schooner,  M.  Dees, 
master,  took  on  board  95  slaves; 
and  a  Spaniard,  commanded  by  one 
Morales,  also  shipped  l60,  some 
time  since,  in  the  Rio  Pongas.  This 
river  not  long  ago  was  considered 
too  near  this  colony  to  be  ap¬ 
proached  with  impunity  by  slave- 
vessels.  A  general  idea  of  the 
traffic  to  windward  may  therefore 
be  formed  from  the  circumstance, 
that  latterly  a  great  number  of 
slaves  have  been  exported  from  the 
Pongas,  and  that  slave-vessels  may 
always  be  found  lying  there. 

4.  Bow-street. — James  Bladen 
Ruspini,  jun.  of  Pall-Mall,  was 
brought  before  sir  Richard  Bimie, 
on  a  warrant,  in  which  he  stood 
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charged  with  stealing  a  bridle  and 
saddle,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Tuffs. 

Thomas  Tuffs,  of  No.  2,  Short- 
street,  New-cut,  Lambeth,  deposed, 
that  on  Sunday  morning  last,  the 
prisoner  came  to  him,  with  ano¬ 
ther  person,  and  asked  him  what 
horses  he  had  to  dispose  of.  Wit¬ 
ness  had  but  one  horse,  which  he 
showed  to  the  prisoner,  and  the 
latter  said  it  was  a  pretty  thing 
enough,  but  it  was  dreadfully  out 
of  condition.  After  some  conver¬ 
sation  upon  the  merits  of  the  ani¬ 
mal,  the  prisoner  told  him  to  bring 
it  to  TattersalTs  on  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  and  he  would  be  a  purchaser. 
Witness  did  so,  and  the  prisoner, 
after  trying  the  horse,  dismount¬ 
ed  to  look  at  him ;  he  was  then 
going  to  ride  him  again,  but 
witness  refused  to  let  him  re-mount. 
The  prisoner  then  treated  him  at 
a  public-house  with  a  pot  of  porter 
and  some  gin,  and  they  parted.  On 
Wednesday,  he  met  the  prisoner, 
who  told  him,  that,  if  he  would  bring 
the  horse  to  his  house  on  Thursday, 
he  would  certainly  buy  him.  He 
took  the  horse  accordingly  that 
morning  to  the  prisoner’s  residence 
in  Pall-Mall.  There,  the  prisoner, 
after  looking  at  the  horse,  desired 
him  to  come  into  the  house,  as  he 
was  waiting  for  a  friend,  and 
should  not  fix  any  price  until  he 
came.  Witness  went  in,  leav¬ 
ing  the  horse  in  the  care  of  a 
friend  of  his,  named  Savage,  with 
a  strict  injunction  not  to  let  Mr. 
Ruspini  mount  him.  The  prisoner 
invited  him  to  take  some  beef,  and 
sent  him  into  the  kitchen  for  that 
purpose  ;  but  he  had  scarcely  taken 
a  mouthful,  when  he  was  told  that 
his  host  had  ridden  away  with  the 
horse. 

Edward  Savage  said,  that  Tuffs 
left  him  to  take  care  of  the  horse, 
Vol.  LXIV. 


and,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  the 
prisoner  came  out,  and  expressed  a 
wish  to  ride  him  a  short  distance. 
To  this  witness  objected,  but  the 
prisoner  slipped  a  sovereign  into 
his  hand,  and  said,  “  I  assure  you, 
I  only  want  to  feel  him  under  me 
for  a  few  yards,  and  you  can  walk 
alongside  of  me,  so  you  need  not 
be  afraid.”  He  consented;  the 
prisoner  mounted,  and  after  riding 
up  and  down  for  a  short  time,  said, 
he  thought  he  should  buy  him  at 
once,  but  he  would  try  him  ano¬ 
ther  ten  yards.  While  witness 
was  walking  close  by  the  side  of 
the  horse,  the  prisoner  suddenly 
gave  him  a  kick  in  the  side,  and 
at  the  same  moment  clapping  his 
heels  to  the  side  of  the  horse,  rode 
off  at  a  full  gallop.  Witness  pur¬ 
sued  him  through  Charing-cross, 
calling  “  Stop  thief!”  and  he  was 
soon  joined  by  a  number  of  per¬ 
sons,  who  followed  the  prisoner 
up  St.  Martin’s-lane  and  into 
Seven-dials,  where  he  got  clear 
away. 

Tuffs  immediately  applied  to 
sir  R.  Birnie,  who  granted  a  war¬ 
rant  against  the  prisoner,  for  steal¬ 
ing  the  bridle  and  saddle  which 
were  on  the  horse. 

Blackman,  the  officer,  produced 
the  bridle  and  saddle,  which,  he 
said,  were  brought  to  the  public- 
house  where  he  had  the  prisoner 
in  custody.  They  were  brought 
by  the  prisoner’s  order.  He  (Black¬ 
man)  informed  the  prisoner’s  father 
in  the  morning,  that  he  had  a  war¬ 
rant  against  his  son,  and  took  his 
word  that  he  should  be  forthcom¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Ruspini  punctually  per¬ 
formed  his  promise  by  bringing  his 
$on  at  the  appointed  hour. 

The  prisoner’s  solicitor  produced 
a  bill  bearing  Tuffs’  acceptance, 
and  asked  him,  if  he  had  not  gh  en 
it  to  the  prisoner  some  time  agc^ 
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and  if  he  had  not  refused  to  ho¬ 
nour  it  ? 

Tuffs  said,  the  prisoner  sold  him 
a  horse,  which  he  warranted  to  be 
sound,  and  he  (Tuffs)  gave  him 
this  bill  in  payment ;  but  the  ani¬ 
mal  proved  to  be  lame,  and  not 
worth  more  than  5/.,  and  he  there¬ 
fore  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

The  prisoner,  in  his  defence, 
said,  he  had  no  intention  of  steal¬ 
ing  either  the  horse  or  the  saddle 
and  bridle.  The  horse  was  a  very 
fiery  one,  and  he  (prisoner)  having 
been  out  a  hunting  a  day  or  two 
before,  his  knees  were  sore,  and 
he  sat  uneasy  upon  the  animal, 
which  fretted  him.  Iso  that  he  started 
off  completely  ungovernable.  He 
had  sent  back  the  saddle  and  bridle, 
and  Was  willing  to  pay  for  the  horse. 

Tuffs  said,  the  horse  was  re¬ 
markably  tender-mouthed,  and 
could  be  stopped  in  a  moment. 

Sir  R.  Birnie  said,  he  would  al¬ 
low  the  parties  to  retire,  and,  if 
they  could,  arrange  the  matter 
amicably. 

The  parties  withdrew,  and  Tuffs 
in  a  few  minutes  returned,  and 
said  the  prisoner  wanted  him  to 
take  a  bill  for  the  horse ;  but  he 
would  do  no  such  thing. 

The  prisoner  said,  he  would  pay 
him  the  money,  and  asked,  if  he 
would  then  be  discharged  ? 

Sir  Richard  Birnie  replied  in 
the  affirmative,  and  ordered  that 
he  should  remain  in  custody. 

Marlborough-street.  — Y  es- 
terday  captain  Johnson,  of  the 
army,  was  brought  up  in  the  custody 
of  Wales  the  officer,  charged  with 
stealing  a  Bank  of  England  note 
for  20/.,  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Probin,  of  Hampstead.  Mr. 
Harmer  appeared  for  the  prosecu¬ 
tion,  and  examined  Mrs.  Probin, 
who  stated,  that  she  resided  at 
Frognell-cottage,  Plampstead.  The 


prisoner  was  introduced  to  her 
about  two  years  since  by  her  fa¬ 
ther,  and,  since  that  period,  he  had 
been  on  terms  of  very  close  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  family,  and  in  fact 
was  considered  as  one  of  its  mem¬ 
bers.  About  this  time  twelve 
months,  the  witness  received  from 
her  banker  80/.,  in  three  20/.  and 
other  smaller  notes.  Two  of  these 
three  she  immediately  paid  away, 
one  to  her  son’s  schoolmaster,  and 
the  other  to  a  tradesman ;  the  third 
she  placed  with  a  5/.  and  2/.  note 
in  a  banker’s  book.  This  book 
was  deposited  in  a  cupboard  in  the 
drawing-room,  to  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  had  access.  She  left  town, 
and,  on  her  return,  went  to  the 
cupboard  to  take  out  the  remain¬ 
ing  20/.  note,  to  pay  a  bill  then 
become  due ;  but,  to  her  astonish¬ 
ment,  the  note  was  gone.  She  in¬ 
stantly  mentioned  her  loss  to  the 
captain,  who  said,  he  thought  it 
might  have  been  her  son,  or  the 
servants,  and  advised  her  to  make 
no  stir  about  it :  she  took  his  ad¬ 
vice.  In  the  lady’s  cross-exami¬ 
nation  by  Mr.  Alley,  she  said  she 
had  arrested  the  defendant,  but 
not  for  the  stolen  20/.  note.  She 
firmly  denied  ever  having  given, 
or  lent  the  note  missing  to  the 
captain. 

Mr.  Brooks,  schoolmaster  at 
Hampstead,  proved  having  received 
from  Mrs.  Probin  25/.  for  school¬ 
ing  for  her  son,  on  the  28th  March 
last  year.  In  payment  he  received 
a  20/.  note,  which  was  the  same 
now  produced  by  the  clerk  of  the 
Bank  of  England. 

Mr.  Fernell,  clerk  of  Mr.  Wat¬ 
son,  ironmonger,  of  Hampstead, , 
also  proved  having  received  a  20/. 
note  in  payment  of  a  bid  from 
Mrs.  Probin,  which  was  the  same! 
note  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Banki 
of  England. 
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Mr.  Dobree,  pawnbroker,  was 
called,  and  his  shopman  appeared, 
and  stated,  that  about  twelve  months 
since,  the  captain  released  a  large 
gold  watch,  which  was  pawned 
for  10/.  He  paid  that  sum  with  a 
20/.  note,  the  one  now  produced, 
and  which  was  sworn  to,  by  the 
number,  to  be  the  one  received  by 
Mrs.  Probin  from  her  bankers,  and 
subsequently  stolen  from  that  lady. 
This  was  the  case  against  the  pri¬ 
soner. 

Mr.  Alley,  for  the  accused  called 
a  young  lady,  who  said,  she  was  a 
niece  of  Mrs.  Probin,  and  at  pre¬ 
sent  resided  at  Weldon  with  her 
uncle.  About  twelve  months  since 
she  was  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  captain,  to  whom  she,  at  his 
request,  lent  her  watch,  and  after 
some  time  he  informed  her,  that  he 
had  pawned  it.  Her  father  com¬ 
ing  from  the  country,  she  was 
anxious  to  get  back  the  watch,  and 
spoke  to  the  captain,  who  in  a  few 
days  brought  her  the  watch,  and 
gave  Mrs.  Probin  some  sovereigns 
in  change.  She  believed  the  captain 
had  borrowed  a  note  for  20/.  She 
had  reason  to  believe  this,  from 
seeing  him  return  Mrs.  Probin 
some  change,  but  did  not  see 
her  lend  him  any  money.  He  said 
to  Mrs.  Probin,  “  Here  are  the 
sovereigns and  then  handed  wit¬ 
ness  her  watch. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Harmer. 
— She  heard  of  the  note  being 
stolen,  and  heard  Mrs.  Probin 
mention  the  loss  of  the  note,  as  she 
had  no  money  to  pay  a  bill  then  be¬ 
come  due :  Mrs.  P.  also  said,  that 
she  had  placed  that  note  apart  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  bill;  the 
witness  said,  she  and  the  prisoner 
wished  to  have  the  matter  investi¬ 
gated,  but  Mrs.  Prebin  declined. 

^  Mr.  Harmer  here  submitted, 
that  a  most  palpable  and  clear  case 


of  felony  had  been  proved,  and 
demanded  the  committal  of  the 
prisoner. 

The  captain  was  then  fully 
committed  to  Newgate  for  trial, 
and  quitted  the  office  in  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  Wales.  He  was  accompa¬ 
nied  into  the  lock-up  room  by  his 
friends. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  Old  Bailey  sessions,  he  was 
acquitted,  in  consequence  of  the 
non-appearance  of  Mrs.  Probin, 
and  the  other  witnesses. 

Convicts. — From  a  return  of 
the  convicts  sent  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom  from  January  5,  1 8 1 6, 
to  January  5,  1822,  which  has 
been  printed  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  it  appears  that  the 
number  of  males  transported  du¬ 
ring  that  period  has  been  15,218  ; 
while  the  number  of  females  has 
been  only  1,155. 

8.  Cork  Assizes.  —  Timothy 
Connors,  Pierce  Nagle,  and  Pa¬ 
trick  Foley,  were  indicted  for  as¬ 
saulting  and  ravishing  Anne  Tapt 
and  Jane  Williams;  and,  in  ano¬ 
ther  count,  for  aiding  and  assisting 
therein. 

Anne  Tapt  examined. — Witness 
is  a  married  woman,  her  husband 
is  a  rifleman ;  on  the  evening  of 
Sunday,  the  17th  of  February, 
they  passed  through  Kildorrery  ; 
there  were  three  cars,  on  the  last 
of  which  witness  was.  At  about 
half-past  six  o’clock,  witness  saw 
about  a  dozen  men  come  up  to  the 
cars,  two  of  whom  stopped  the 
first  car,  and  some  more  came  to 
the  car  on  which  witness  was,  and 
took  away  one  of  the  women ; 
two  more  then  came  up,  took  wit¬ 
ness  off  the  car,  and  one  of  them 
forced  her  into  a  ditch ;  she  iden¬ 
tified  Connors  as  the  person.  She 
was  ravished  by  Connors  and  two 
other  men ;  Nagle  was  there 
F  2 
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also  ;  but  he  was  guilty  of  no  im¬ 
propriety. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Q’Con- 
nell. — .The  night  was  very  clear, 
though  there  was  no  moon-light ; 
had  stopped  at  Kildorrery,  and 
took  very  little  refreshment ;  when 
she  made  her  escape,  she  ran  back 
till  she  met  the  regiment,  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  which  the  cars  were  ;  the 
outrage  took  place  about  a  mile  or 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  Kildorrery  ; 
when  Connors  was  shown  to  the 
women  in  Kilmallock  cannot  re¬ 
collect  any  of  them  saying,  “  that 
the  man  was  taller ;”  it  might  have 
been  said  by  some  of  the  other 
women;  when  they  stopped  at 
Kilmallock,  they  did  not  go  up 
stairs ;  it  was  Mrs.  Easeman  that 
was  taken  off  the  car  upon  which 
the  witness  was  ;  the  third  woman 
was  Mrs.  Blunt,  who  ran  away. 

Elizabeth  Blunt  stated,  that  she 
knew  the  last  witness,  and  was  in 
company  with  her  on  the  car  on 
the  Sunday  evening,  going  to 
Charleville,  about  six  o’clock  ; 
it  was  a  bright  night ;  Mrs. 
Tapt  was  taken  off  the  car  by  a 
man,  whom  the  witness  said  she 
would  know.  Being  desired  to 
look  into  the  dock,  she  selected  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Morissy, 
who  was  in  the  back  of  it.  Wit¬ 
ness  was  then  asked,  if  she  saw  any 
other  man  she  knew,  and  she 
pointed  out  Nagle,  but  did  not  see 
him  do  any  harm  to  any  one. 
When  the  man  took  off  Mrs.  Tapt, 
the  witness  ran  across  the  fields. 

Jane  Williams  examined.  —  Is 
wife  to  one  of  the  rifle  brigade, 
and  was  sitting  on  the  middle  car 
on  the  evening  of  the  assault,  when 
she  was  taken  off,  and  carried  down 
to  the  side  of  the  road,  where  she 
was  used  in  an  improper  way  by 
two  men,  against  her  consent ;  it 
was  a  very  clear  night ;  she  identi- 
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tiffed  Nagle  as  one  of  the  persons 
who  had  used  her  in  the  manner 
she  had  described ;  she  was  de¬ 
sired  to  look  into  the  dock,  and  say, 
if  she  knew  any  one  else  there; 
She  said,  she  knew  no  other  per-1 
son. 

Mary  Griffin  remembers  the 
night  in  which  the  soldiers’  wives 
were  attacked ;  witness  is  herself 
a  soldier’s  wife,  and  was  one  of  the 
women  on  the  first  car ;  she  saw 
a  man  standing  near  one  of  the 
cars,  but  did  not  see  him  molest 
any  one ;  she  was  desired  to  point 
him  out,  and  identified  Foley : 
when  the  car  on  which  witness  sat 
was  stopped,  a  man  with  a  brown 
great  coat  came  and  took  away 
Mrs.  Floree,  one  of  the  women ; 
and  another  man,  with  a  white 
coat,  came  up,  and  putting  his  foot 
on  witness’s  foot,  said,  “  Nobody 
shall  have  you.”  The  car  drove 
on,  and  a  man  came  and  asked,  if 
there  was  either  an  officer’s  or  a 
seijeant’s  wife  on  the  car  ?  at  which 
the  witness,  being  the  latter,  was 
much  alarmed,  and  said  there  was 
not ;  he  then  asked  if  there  was 
any  ammunition  on  the  car,  and 
she  said  not ;  that  it  was  with  the 
soldiers.  He  then  said,  they  would 
let  the  riflemen  know,  that  they 
were  captain  Rock’s  men. 

The  defence  set  up  by  Connors 
was  an  alibi ,  which  was  proved. 

After  a  short  consultation,  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty 
against  Nagle  and  Foley,  and  ac¬ 
quitted  Connors. 

The  learned  judge  proceeded  to 
pass  sentence  of  death  on  them, 
prefaced  by  a  most  solemn  address, 
which  was  frequently  interrupted 
by  the  sobs  and  lamentations  of 
the  prisoners.  When  they  were 
ordered  to  be  removed  from  the 
bar,  Nagle  requested  to  be  heal’d 
for  a  few  minutes;  and  silence 
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being  obtained,  lie  declared  so¬ 
lemnly,  before  the  Almighty,  that 
he  had  neither  hand,  act,  or  part 
in  the  transaction,  and  was  not 
present  at  it. 

9-  Mr.  Briggs,  of  Brighton, 
hatter,  and  Mr.  Knowles,  of  Cow¬ 
fold,  returning  from  New-haven, 
in  a  light  chaise-cart,  belonging  to 
the  latter,  called  at  a  public-house 
at  Rottingdean,  kept  by  Mr.  Sut¬ 
ton,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  where  they  stopped  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  proceeded 
towards  Brighton,  taking  the  road 
nearest  the  cliff.  On  arriving  at  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  above  Rottingdean- 
gap,  it  is  supposed,  that,  from  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  they  lost  the 
track  of  the  road;  and  that,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  regain  it  by  turning 
the  horse  in  a  contrary  direction 
from  the  cliff,  the  animal  ran  back, 
and  precipitated  them  over  the  edge 
of  the  cliff,  a  height  of  at  least  100 
feet.  It  appears  the  accident  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  three  men,  who  lodged 
at  a  cottage  in  a  brick-yard,  at 
Black  Rock  bottom,  who  were  re¬ 
turning  from  Rottingdean,  about 
half-past  ten  o’clock.  One  of  them 
observed  a  hat  lying  near  the  edge 
of  the  cliff,  and  being  led  from  that 
circumstance  to  suppose  an  accident 
had  occurred,  on  looking  down,  he 
imagined  that  he  saw  something 
at  the  bottom;  in  order  to  as¬ 
certain  what  it  was,  they  proceeded 
to  Greenway-gap,  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  spot,  and  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  place  they  found  Mr. 
Knowles  under  a  fragment  of  the 
cart,  and  Mr.  Briggs  lying  on  his 
face,  about  eight  yards  from  him, 
both  quite  dead.  The  horse  was 
killed ;  and  the  cart,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  wheels,  was  literally 
dashed  to  pieces.  F rom  the  violent 
:  concussion  occasioned  by  the  fall, 
;  thewatch  of  each  of  the  unfortu- 


nate  men  stopped ;  and  from  the 
direction  of  the  hands  of  the  watch 
of  Mr.  Briggs,  this  dreadful  occur¬ 
rence  took  place  exactly  at  29  mi¬ 
nutes  past  9  o’clock. 

Parricide. — Some  days  ago,  a 
barbarous  murder  was  committed 
at  Kilsyth.  A  quarrel  took  place 
between  a  father  and  son,  under 
the  following  circumstances  : — the 
father,  coming  into  the  house, 
found  the  son  lying  drunk.  Some 
words  ensued,  but  the  father, 
aware  of  the  vindictive  temper  of 
his  son  when  in  that  state,  left 
him  and  went  out  to  a  little  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  house.  The  sou 
soon  after  got  up,  and  seizing  a 
large  knife,  which  he  was  accus¬ 
tomed  in  his  drunken  fits  to  wield, 
rushed  out,  and  going  straight-for¬ 
ward  to  the  place  where  his  father 
stood,  seized  him  by  the  throat 
with  one  hand,  while  he  made 
three  deep  stabs  into  his  parent’s 
bowels  with  the  knife,  which  he 
held  in  the  other  hand.  The  poor 
man,  who  had  some  distance  to 
walk,  reached  his  house  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  literally  carrying  in  his 
hands  part  of  his  bowels  which  had 
obtruded  through  the  wound.  The 
cruel  monster  fled,  but  had  the 
savage  hardihood  to  return  on  the 
following  Sunday,  go  into  the 
house,  and  survey  the  dead  body 
of  his  murdered  father  ! 

11.  The  court  of  aldermen 
elected  Newman  Knowles,  esq., 
late  common  seijeant,  to  be  re¬ 
corder  of  London. 

Disturbances  in  Monmouth¬ 
shire. — A  large  party  of  colliers 
assembled  at  Gellyhaw  colliery, 
stopping  by  force  and  chaining 
together  19  waggons  laden  with 
coals  for  the  Tredegar  works. 
Intelligence  of  this  outrage  hav¬ 
ing  been  communicated  to  J. 
H,  Moggridgc,  esq^  the  neigh- 
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bouring  magistrate,  lie  instantly 
repaired  to  tlie  spot,  accompanied 
by  captain  Lewis’s  troop  of  yeo¬ 
manry  cavalry,  who  were  at  the 
time  breakfasting  at  Woodfield. 
In  less  than  20  minutes,  however, 
a  general  attack  was  made  on  the 
waggons  in  the  rear,  and  the  coals 
were  thrown  out ;  upon  which, 
hoping  to  avoid  the  painful  alter¬ 
native  of  ordering  the  cavalry  to 
charge,  the  magistrate  seized  one 
of  the  ringleaders.  After  some  re¬ 
sistance,  the  prisoner  was  rescued ; 
the  cavalry  were  then  ordered  to 
clear  the  ground,  which  was  effected 
in  a  few  minutes,  with  equal  celerity 
and  humanity,  not  a  single  indivi¬ 
dual  being  even  wounded.  The 
waggons  were  then  forwarded 
under  guard  of  the  cavalry,  and, 
together  with  55  others  (making 
in  the  whole  74  waggons),  were 
conveyed,  notwithstanding  repeated 
attempts  to  break  up  the  roads  in 
advance,  to  within  three  miles  of 
the  Tredegar  works,  where  they 
were  met  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Scots  greys,  under  captain  Wynd- 
ham,  accompanied  by  the  vicar  of 
Abergavenny.  On  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  last,  a  most  inflammatory  hand¬ 
bill,  containing  the  most  horrid 
menaces,  was  found  Stuck  up  in  a 
level  belonging  to  Messrs.  Lee, 
George,  and  Smith,  near  Ponty- 
pool  The  collieries  of  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  are  so  completely  deserted, 
that,  it  is  supposed,  not  only 
must  the  furnaces  at  Blaendore  be 
speedily  blown  out,  but  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  a  supply  for  their  tin-works 
tvill  not  be  to  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Loveday’s  Petition. — 
the  reporter  on  petitions,  M.  de 
Sesmaisons,  made  a  report  to  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  on  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Loveday.  The  re¬ 
markable  profusion,  he  observed, 
with  which  this  petition  had  been 


hawked  about,  rather  than  cir¬ 
culated,  might  free  him  from  the 
necessity  of  making  an  analysis  of 
it ;  but  the  committee  thought  it 
their  duty,  to  give  an  outline  of  it, 
which  he,  as  their  organ,  would 
lay  before  the  chamber.  He  then 
stated,  that  Mr.  Douglas  Loveday, 
born  at  Hammersmith,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  having  purchased  property  in 
France,  was  admitted  to  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  civil  rights  while  he 
should  continue  to  reside  in  the 
country,  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
king,  dated  December  3,  1817* 
Having  recapitulated  the  facts  in 
the  petition,  the  reporter  observed, 
that  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Love¬ 
day  were  reduced  to  the  case  of 
the  eldest  daughter,  Emily.  She 
still  continued  in  the  Catholic 
faith,  which  she  had  embraced  ten 
months  after  she  had  arrived  at 
the  years  of  majority.  Mr.  Love¬ 
day  had  uttered  expressions  more 
passionate  than  prudent,  in  which 
the  toleration,  required  by  the 
Protestant  religion,  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  kind  of  gall,  which 
would  have  been  a  just  reproach 
against  an  officer  of  the  Inquisi¬ 
tion.  A  conflict  arises  between 
the  father  and  the  daughter.  The 
latter  claims  individual  liberty. 
The  father  says,  “  Follow  my 
faith.”  The  daughter  replies,  “  I 
follow  my  own  conviction.”  The 
father  on  this  utters  accents  of  such 
violence,  that  they  might  be  said 
to  proceed  rather  from  irritated 
tenderness,  than  from  any  regard 
to  the  religion  of  his  child ;  and  he 
concludes  by  saying,  that  having 
failed  to  obtain  justice  from  any 
other  quarter,  he  is  obliged  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  first  body  of  the  state. 

Your  commission,”  said  the  re¬ 
porter,  <c  desires  me  in  the  first 
place  to  remark,  that  we  re¬ 
nounce  this  denomination,  *  first 
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body  of  the  state/  which  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  ignorance  of  our  in¬ 
stitutions.”  The  reporter  then 
proceeded  to  censure  very  strongly 
other  parts  of  Mr.  Loveday ’s  peti¬ 
tion,  particularly  the  term  “  Con¬ 
verters,”  applied  to  the  persons 
who  had  induced  Miss  Loveday  to 
change  her  religion.  Fie  ashed 
whether  the  English  parliament 
would  allow  such  an  attack  on  the 
religion  of  the  state,  and  expressed 
an  opinion,  that  Mr.  Loveday  had 
been  merely  a  tool  in  the  hands  of 
designing  enemies  of  the  French 
monarchy  and  the  Catholic  faith. 
After  several  other  observations  of 
a  similar  tendency,  and  expressed 
with  much  harshness  of  language, 
the  reporter  proposed,  that  the 
Chamber  should  pass  to  the  order 
of  the  day  on  the  petition. 

The  report,  after  some  opposi¬ 
tion,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length 
ensued,  in  which  MM.  Manuel 
de  Calvieres,  Benjamin  Constant, 
and  others,  took  part.  The  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  committee 
was  finally  agreed  to. 

IS.  BowStreet. — OnSaturday, 
an  elderly  man,  robust  in  person, 
and  wearing  a  large  cocked  hat, 
and  a  white  riband  in  his  button¬ 
hole,  walked  with  a  military  strut 
into  the  office,  and  having  waited 
until  the  magistrates  were  disen¬ 
gaged,  approached  the  bench,  and 
with  a  stiff  bow,  begged  the  favour 
of  an  audience. 

Mr.  Minshull  having  expressed 
his  readiness  to  attend  to  him,  the 
stranger  stated,  that  he  was  just 
arrived  from  France,  where  he 
had  been  long  resident,  and  was 
on  his  way  to  Wexford,  in  Ireland, 
but  could  proceed  no  farther  for 
want  of  money.  He  was  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  Charlemagne,  and 
cousin  to  Louis  J  8  th ;  some  months 


ago,  he  had  been  created  a  peer  of 
France,  but  before  he  could  pro¬ 
cure  his  patent,  the  new  ministry 
came  into  power,  and  being  him¬ 
self  an  avowed  Liberal,  his  ex¬ 
pected  honours  were  withheld 
from  him.  While  endeavouring 
to  obtain  redress  for  this  act  of  in¬ 
justice,  he  heard  that  his  father 
had  died  at  Wexford,  where  he 
himself  was  born,  leaving  immense 
property,  and  that  his  sisters  had 
administered  to  the  will,  and  pos¬ 
sessed  themselves  of  that  to  which 
he  was  the  rightful  heir.  Upon 
receiving  this  intelligence,  he 
quitted  Paris  very  hastily,  and  had 
proceeded  thus  far  when  his  finances 
were  exhausted,  and  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  making  this  appli¬ 
cation  for  assistance  from  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  to  complete  his  journey. 

Mr.  Minshull. — Pray,  sir,  will 
you  give  me  leave  to  ask,  if  you 
were  ever  in  confinement  ? 

Applicant. — In  confinement,  sir ! 
what  do  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  Minshull. — Were  you  ever 
in  a  prison  ? 

Applicant. — Never  in  my  life, 
and  I  think  the  question  a  very 
extraordinary  one.  You  ought  to 
know  the  treatment  due  to  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  though  he  happens  to  be 
in  poverty. 

Mr.  Minshull. — Well,  sir,  were 
you  ever  in  a  mad-house  ? 

Applicant  (reddening).-— A  mad¬ 
house  !  why  do  you  ask  ? 

Mr.  Minshull. — Because  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  are  mad,  or  at  least  de¬ 
ranged  in  your  mind ;  and  I  fancy 
that  is  the  opinion  of  every  one 
who  hears  me,  except,  perhaps,  the 
person  I  am  addressing. 

The  Applicant  said,  he  was  really 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  magis¬ 
trate  had  seen  in  his  conduct,  or 
what  he  had  said,  to  give  rise  to 
such  an  opinion.  Fie  was  in  his 
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sober  senses,  as  much  as  any  man 
who  heard  him. 

Sir  R.  Birnie. — Well,  sir,  it 
may  be  all  very  true,  but,  un¬ 
fortunately,  we  have  no  funds 
with  which  to  forward  your  journey 
in  a  manner  suited  to  the  dignity 
of  a  descendant  of  Charlemagne, 
and  I  am  afraid  you  must  find 
your  way  to  Wexford  as  well  as 
you  can  without  our  aid. 

Applicant. — Very  well,  sir. 

Mr.  Minshull  expressed  his  sur¬ 
prise  that  he  did  not  apply  for  aid 
to  his  cousin  Louis. 

The  Applicant,  without  regard¬ 
ing  this  observation,  said,  he  was 
sorry  he  had  troubled  the  magis¬ 
trates,  and  should  press  his  request 
no  further.  He  bowed,  and  placing 
his  huge  cocked  hat  on  his  head 
with  an  affected  air  of  dignity,  he 
walked  out  of  the  office. 

Shipwreck  op  the  Schooner 
Lark.  —  This  small  schooner, 
sixty  tons  burden,  upset  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th  of  April, 
in  a  severe  gale  of  wind,  when 
scudding  under  bare  poles.  When 
she  upset,  the  rigging  was  imme¬ 
diately  cut,  and  the  fore-mast 
going  overboard,  she  righted,  but 
became  full  of  water,  the  sea  making 
a  clear  passage  over  her ;  her  cargo 
of  cotton-wool  kept  her  afloat. 
In  this  emergency,  the  people 
on  board  clung  to  the  rigging,  but 
had  not  the  means  of  getting  either 
food  or  water.  In  the  middle  of 
the  night,  one  man  died.  Some 
time  afterwards,  two  died  in  a 
state  of  delirium,  and  were  swept 
overboard.  Next  day,  another 
passenger  died,  also  delirious.  At 
this  time,  there  were  three  human 
beings  alive  on  the  wreck;  a  vessel 
came  in  sight,  but  she  inhumanly 
proceeded  on  her  course  without 
giving  any  assistance.  Some  hours 
sfter,  another  seaman  died  delirious* 


The  captain  lived  for  about  thirty- 
six  hours,  when,  finding  his  end 
approaching,  he  shook  hands  with 
Mr.  Fulton,  a  passenger,  and 
desired,  if  he  should  survive,  that 
he  would  acquaint  his  wife  with 
his  fate,  and  of  his  affection  for 
her  in  that  awful  moment :  he  soon 
after  sunk  down,  and  was  also 
washed  overboard.  Fulton  was 
now  left  alone  in  this  dreadful 
situation,  up  to  his  middle  in 
water,  without  any  sustenance  or 
prospect  of  relief.  He  fortunately 
retained  his  self-possession,  though 
frequently  tempted  to  abandon  all 
hopes  of  life.  He  was  dying  of 
hunger  and  thirst ;  the  only  food 
he  got  was  a  dead  rat,  which  he 
devoured  voraciously ;  this  was 
probably  the  means  of  saving  his 
life.  After  having  been  on  the 
wreck  three  days  and  nights,  the 
American  brig  Susan  Jane  came  in 
sight,  her  master,  losing  not  a 
moment  in  sending  his  boat  to  the 
wreck,  and  took  Fulton  on  board  his 
vessel,  where,  by  great  assiduity 
and  judicious  treatment,  he  was 
gradually  restored.  The  Susan 
Jane  was  bound  to  Cadiz  with 
Spanish  troops  on  board.  The 
British  consul  at  Cadiz,  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  for  Mr.  Fulton, 
providing  him  with  clothes  and 
other  necessaries,  and  procuring 
him  a  passage  home. 

A  Rustic  D’Eon — The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  detailed  account  of  a 
female  who  was  detected  lately  in 
man's  dress,  acting  as  a  plasterer. 
She  belonged  originally  to  Salt¬ 
coats,  is  now  about  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  and  for  more  than 
four  years  has,  of  her  own  free 
choice,  worn  the  attire  and  dis¬ 
charged  the  laborious  duties  of  one 
of  the  male  sex.  Her  real  name 
is  Helen  Oliver ;  but  she  has  as¬ 
sumed  the  name  of  her  brother 
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John.  About  six  years  ago.,  while 
she  was  a  maid- servant  in  a  farm¬ 
house  in  West  Kilbride,  a  particu¬ 
lar  intimacy  took  place  between 
her  and  a  person  in  a  neighbouring 
house,  who  officiated  as  plough¬ 
man.  Being  frequently  seen  walk¬ 
ing  together  in  quiet  and  seques¬ 
tered  places,  they  were  regarded 
as  lovers :  ultimately,  however, 
this  u  ploughman”  turned  out  to  be 
also  a  female ;  and  it  is  believed 
by  Helen’s  relatives  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  that  it  was  the  arguments 
of  this  personage,  which  induced 
her  to  abandon  the  female  dress 
and  duties.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th  January,  1818,  Helen 
helped  herself  to  a  complete  suit 
of  her  brother  s  clothes,  and  disap¬ 
peared,  without  giving  the  least 
intimation  of  her  future  prospects, 
or  where  she  intended  to  fix  her 
residence.  Dressed  in  her  new 
attire,  she  reached  the  house  of  a 
cousin  in  Glasgow,  on  the  same 
day.  Her  relative  was  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  intimate  with  the  person 
of  the  fair  impostor  to  detect  the 
fraud.  Never  doubting  in  the 
least,  that  she  was  “  the  real  John 
Oliver among  other  inquiries  for 
absent  relatives  “  sister  Helen” 
was  not  forgotten.  A  plasterer 
stopped  at  the  time  in  her  cousin’s 
house,  and  she  resolved  to  learn 
that  business.  Accordingly  she 
went,  for  a  trial,  to  a  person  in  the 
Calton ;  but  having  quarrelled  with 
her  master,  she  left  the  town.  She 
then  went  to  Paisley,  where  she 
worked  for  about  three  months, 
and  she  was  next  employed  for 
about  half-a-year  in  Johnstone. 
There,  either  for  amusement,  or 
to  prevent  suspicion  and  ensure 
concealment,  she  courted  a  young 
woman,  and  absolutely  carried  the 
joke  so  far  as  to  induce  the  girl  to 
leave  her  service  to  be  married. 


Travelling  one  night  between 
Johnstone  and  Paisley,  she  was 
accosted  by  a  lad  from  Saltcoats, 
who  was  intimate  with  her  person, 
parents,  and  history  ;  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  she  removed  to  Kilmar¬ 
nock,  where  she  remained  6  months. 
Besides  the  places  already  men¬ 
tioned,  she  has  been  in  Lanark  and 
Edinburgh,  working  always  as  a 
plasterer,  except  a  short  time  she 
was  employed  by  a  Glasgow 
butcher.  At  the  beginning  of 
February  last,  Helen  applied  for 
employment  to  a  master  plasterer 
in  Hutcheson -town.  She  said  she 
was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
stated  that  she  and  a  sister  were 
left  orphans  at  an  early  age ;  urged 
her  forlorn  condition,  and  that, 
having  already  had  some  practice, 
she  was  very  anxious  to  be  bound 
an  apprentice,  that  she  might  ob¬ 
tain  an  ample  knowledge  of  the 
business.  Eventually  she  was  em¬ 
ployed,  and  though  she  had  the 
appearance  of  a  little  man,  she  was 
in  reality  a  tall  woman,  being 
about  five  feet  four  inches  high. 
Steady,  diligent,  and  quiet,  she 
gave  her  master  every  satisfaction, 
and  he,  considering  her  rather  a 
delicate  boy,  feelingly  kept  her  at 
light  ornamental  work,  and  paid 
her  7s.  a  week.  Some  time  since, 
a  workman  was  employed  by  the 
same  master,  to  whom  Helen  was 
intimately  known.  The  master 
having  learned  the  facts  of  the 
case,  placed  her  apart  at  work  from 
the  men,  and  took  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  speak  with  her. 
She  indignantly  denied  her  meta¬ 
morphosis,  offered  to  produce  letters 
from  her  sister,  declared  that  she 
was  a  freemason,  and  besides  had 
been  a  flesher,  a  drummer  in  the 
Greenock  volunteers,  and  made  a 
number  of  statements  with  a  view 
to  escape  detection.  Ultimately, 
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however,  the  truth  was  wrung 
from  her.,  and  she  left  the  town. 
She  wrote  a  good  hand.,  and,,  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  departure,  addressed 
a  card  to  her  master,  in  which 
she  bade  him  farewel  and  re¬ 
quested  him  not  to  make  much 
talk  about  “  H.  Oliver.” — Glasgow 
Chronicle. 

President  of  the  Cortes.— 
Admiral  Valdes,  the  new  president 
of  the  Spanish  Cortes,  had  a  com¬ 
mand  in  the  battle  of  Trafalgar, 
where  he  received  seventeen 
wounds.  He  commanded  at  Cadiz, 
when  the  French  army  besieged 
that  city.  On  the  restoration  of  the 
king,  he  was  imprisoned  during 
six  years.  After  the  revolution  of 
1820  he  was  appointed  governor 
of  Cadiz,  and  afterwards  minister 
of  war.  Admiral  Valdes  is  the 
uncle  of  Riego,  but  does  not  go 
so  far  in  politics  as  his  nephew, 
and  is  inclined  to  the  moderate 
system  of  Toreno  and  Arguelles. 

Clonmel. — A  farmer  of  the 
name  of  Morris,  at  Killemry,  near 
Nine-mile-house,  received  a  threat¬ 
ening  notice  some  short  time  back. 
On  Wednesday  night  last,  a  cow  of 
his  was  driven  into  a  bog,  where 
she  perished  ;  on  Thursday  morn¬ 
ing,  he  sent  two  servants,  a  man 
and  a  woman,  to  the  bog,  the  male 
servant  to  take  the  skin  off  the 
cow,  and  the  female  to  assist  him  ; 
but  while  the  woman  went  for  a 
pail  of  water,  three  ruffians  came, 
and  each  of  them  discharged  his 
arms  at  the  man,  and  lodged 
several  balls  or  slugs  in  his  body  ; 
they  then  went  deliberately  off. 
This  occurred  about  12  o’clock  in 
the  noon  day ! 

Loss  of  the  Ship  Blenden 
Hall. — Extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  agents  to  Lloyd’s  at  Deal  and 
Ramsgate,  dated  Deal,  April  19  : 

* — “  The  Blenden  Hall,  captain 


Greig,  from  London  to  Bombay, 
was  totally  lost  on  Inaccessible 
Island,  one  of  the  group  of  Tristan 
D’Acunha,  in  the  South  Atlantic 
Ocean,  on  the  2 3rd  of  July  last. 
The  commander,  officers,  and  pas¬ 
sengers  got  safe  on  shore,  but  eight 
of  the  crew  perished.  They  re¬ 
mained  on  the  island,  exposed  to 
the  cold  and  rain,  until  the  8th  of 
November,  on  which  day  the 
carpenter  and  three  or  four  of  the 
crew  embarked  in  the  small  punt 
made  out  of  the  wreck  with  surgi¬ 
cal  instruments  which  were  washed 
on  shore,  and  reached  Tristan 
D’Acunha,  where  they  procured 
two  whale  boats,  and  brought  those 
that  remained  on  Inaccessible  Is¬ 
land  away.  On  the  9th  of  January, 
a  brig  from  Brazils  put  into  Tristan 
D’Acunha  for  water,  and  took 
them  all  away,  and  on  the  18  th  of 
January  they  arrived  safe  at  the 
Cape.  During  the  time  they  were 
on  the  island,  they  had  no  food  but 
penguins  and  their  eggs.  Out  of 
some  bales  of  cloth  washed  on 
shore  they  made  tents;  an  iron 
buoy  sawed  in  two  was  their  only 
cooking  utensil.  They  were  for 
four  days  exposed  to  heavy  rains 
and  intense  cold  before  they  could 
procure  fire.  The  ladies  and  pas¬ 
sengers  suffered  severely,  for 
nothing  was  saved  but  the  clothes 
they  wore,  and  the  ship  went  to 
pieces  two  hours  after  she  struck.” 

15.  King’s  Bench. — Micheson 
v.  Alcock,  Executor  of  Hardy 
deceased.  —  Mr.  Gurney  stated, 
that  this  was  an  action  in  which 
Mr.  Micheson,  who  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  testator’s  daughter, 
sought  to  recover  the  amount  of  a 
promissory  note  for  580/.  which  the 
testator  had  presented  to  him  shortly 
before  his  death,  in  fulfilment  of 
several  promises  which  he  had 
made  to  Mr.  M.  at  various  times,  to 
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make  amends  for  having  given  him 
little  or  nothing  with  his  wife.  In 
an  ordinary  case,,  it  would  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  prove  the  hand- writing  of 
the  signature  to  the  note  :  but  as 
the  defence  intended  to  be  set  up 
against  this  demand  involved  a 
charge  against  the  plaintiff  of  a 
grave  and  criminal  nature — namely, 
that  he  had  actually  forged  the  in¬ 
strument  in  question — he  (Mr. 
Gurney)  should  call  a  host  of  wit¬ 
nesses,  who  would  prove,  not  only 
the  hand-writing  on  the  note,  but 
the  testator’s  frequent  declarations 
of  his  favourable  intentions  towards 
the  plaintiff ;  and  such  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  as  would  place  the 
matter  beyond  a  doubt. 

Robert  Duke  stated,  that  he 
knew  the  testator  James  Hardy; 
he  had  often  seen  him  write,  and 
believed  the  signature  to  the  note, 
now  shown  to  him,  to  be  his  hand¬ 
writing. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilkinson,  an  at¬ 
torney,  who  drew  a  codicil  to  a 
former  will  of  the  testator’s,  be¬ 
lieved  the  signature  to  the  note  in 
question  to  be  his  hand- writing. 

John  Jackson  also  swore,  that 
he  believed  the  signature  to  be  ge¬ 
nuine,  and  that  he  heard  the  tes¬ 
tator  declare,  that  he  would  do 
something  for  his  son-in-law. 

Robert  Francis’s  evidence  was 
to  the  same  effect  with  that  of  the 
preceding  witness.  He  was,  as 
he  stated  on  his  cross-examination, 
only  once  in  prison  for  5  days, 
most  unjustly,  about  a  fortnight 
ago  ;  and  became  a  bankrupt  about 
six  months  before. 

—  Dawson  also  spoke  to  the 
identity  of  the  signature ;  and 
stated  that  he,  too,  had  been  a 
bankrupt. 

The  plaintiff’  s  case  here  closed, 

and 

Mr.  Scarlett  addressed  the  jury 


for  the  defendant.  He  said,  he 
should  show,  that  it  was  utterly  im¬ 
possible  that  the  note  could  have 
been  signed  by  the  testator.  The 
note  was  dated  on  the  l6th  of 
December,  and  at  that  time,  the 
testator’s  hands  were  *so  swelled 
and  paralyzed,  that  he  could  not 
possibly  hold  a  pen.  During  his 
illness,  and  for  some  time  before, 
he  could  never  see  Micheson  with¬ 
out  experiencing  the  greatest  irri¬ 
tation  of  mind ;  for  Micheson  had 
made  away  with  a  great  part  of  his 
money. 

Mr.  Abraham  Dawson,  solicitor, 
knew  the  testator  ever  since  1810. 
The  signature  in  question  was 
nothing  like  his  hand-writing. 
Two  or  three  of  the  letters  might 
have  some  resemblance  to  his,  but 
the  name  altogether  had  not  his 
character  of  writing.  It  was  much 
too  free.  He  saw  the  testator 
write  his  name  three  months  before 
his  death,  and  it  was  hardly  le¬ 
gible. 

Mr.  Brofield,  another  solicitor, 
and  Ed.  Charleton,  clerk  to  the 
defendant’s  attorney,  who  had  fre¬ 
quently  seen  the  testator  write, 
were  quite  satisfied  that  the  signa¬ 
ture  to  this  note  was  not  in  his 
hand-writing. 

Elizabeth  Keely,  daughter  to 
the  testator,  having  released  her 
claim  under  the  will,  stated  that 
her  father  was  82  years  of  age 
when  he  died.  He  was  taken  ill 
in  September,  and,  before  his  death, 
his  hands  became  very  much 
swelled.  They  were  so  before 
December ;  and  he  lost  the  use  of 
three  fingers  of  his  right  hand  al¬ 
together.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Miche¬ 
son,  had  died  four  years  before. 
Her  father  had  not  been  on  good 
terms  before  his  death  with  the 
plaintiff.  Witness’s  sister,  Mrs. 
Thomson,  or  herself,  was  always 
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at  his  bedside  during  Ms  illness.  He 
could  not  have  signed  the  note  un¬ 
known  to  one  or  other  of  them. 
That  signature  was  not  her  fathers 
hand-writing.  He  never  could 
write  so  well  as  that  in  all  his  life. 
The  plaintiff  came  to  see  him 
before  his  death,  but  her  father  did 
not  like  his  visits. 

Jane  Thomson,  another  daughter 
of  the  testator’s,  corroborated  the 
preceding  witness’s  testimony. 

Mr.  Binns,  solicitor,  drew  the 
testator’s  will  on  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  He  told  him,  that  he 
already  had  a  will  in  his  drawer, 
with  which  he  was  dissatisfied, 
because  Micheson’s  name  was  in  it; 
and  he  therefore  wished  to  make  a 
fresh  one.  The  signature  to  the 
present  note  is  not  his  hand¬ 
writing.  It  is  a  much  firmer  hand 
than  he  ever  wrote. 

Here  the  jury  interposed,  to 
state  that  they  were  unanimously 
agreed. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  remind¬ 
ed  them,  that  they  had  not  heard 
the  plaintiff’s  counsel  in  reply. 

Mr.  Gurney  said,  that,  after 
what  had  fallen  from  the  jury,  he 
could  not  expect,  that  any  thing 
which  he  could  say  could  have  any 
effect  towards  shaking  their  opi¬ 
nion.  He  should  therefore  submit 
to  a  nonsuit. 

Mr.  Scarlett  applied  to  his  lord- 
ship  to  impound  the  note. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  thought 
that  he  could  not  well  do  so,  as  the 
jury’s  decision  had  not  been  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  it.  His  lordship, 
however,  directed  the  associate  to 
endorse  upon  it,  that  it  had  been 
produced  and  read  upon  the  trial 
of  this  cause. 

1 7-  At  the  king’s  levee  this  day, 
upwards  of  1,300  persons  attend¬ 
ed,  being  the  most  numerous  ever 
remembered. 
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20.  An  action  for  several  libels 
against  alderman  Waithman,  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  “  John  Bull,”  was 
tried  at  Guildhall,  and  a  verdict 
of  500/.  damages  was  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  alderman. 

22.  Old  Bailey.  —  Eleanor 
Sleeves,  a  young  woman  of  an 
interesting  appearance,  was  indict¬ 
ed  for  maliciously  setting  fire  to  the 
dwelling-house  of  Mr.  John  Revett. 

Eleanor  Revett,  wife  to  Mr. 
John  Revett,  lived  at  No.  13, 
Dear’s-place,  Somer’s-town.  At 
the  time  the  house  was  on  fire, 
one  Sunday,  last  month,  the  pri¬ 
soner  was  in  her  service.  On  the 
Saturday  before  the  Sunday,  wit¬ 
ness  received  a  letter  which  con¬ 
tained  a  20/.  note.  The  prisoner 
was  sitting  by  her,  when  she  opened 
it.  The  bank-note  fell  down  out 
of  the  letter,  and  the  prisoner 
picked  it  up.  Witness  said  “  There 
is  a  20/.  note,  pick  it  up.”  This  was 
about  half-past  12  o’clock  in  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  Mr. 
Revett  returned  home.  Witness 
gave  the  note  to  him,  and  he  put 
it  into  the  cash-box,  which  was 
placed  on  the  drawers  in  witness’s 
bed-room.  On  Sunday,  about  half 
past  one,  witness  went  to  the  cash- 
box,  and  took  out  some  silver.  She 
did  not  then  see  the  bank-note. 
She  did  not  look  for  it,  and  it  was 
in  a  different  compartment  of  the 
box.  She  then  locked  the  box, 
and  put  it  between  the  feather¬ 
bed  and  the  mattress  of  her  own 
bed.  Mr.  Revett  was  gone  out, 
and  witness  followed  him  between 
one  and  two  o’clock.  Witness  and 
her  husband  returned  after  nine 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  There 
were  several  people  round  the  gar¬ 
den  gate,  and  there  was  an  alarm 
of  fire.  There  were  several  persons 
upstairs.  The  prisoner  she  found 
sitting  in  the  parlour,  Witness 
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asked  her,  how  the  house  came  to 
be  on  fire,  and  she  answered  that 
she  did  not  know.  The  prisoner 
appeared  to  be  quite  unconcerned, 
and  never  moved  from  the  place. 
Mr.  Revett  went  up  stairs.  Witness 
observed  in  the  bed-room,  that  the 
bed  and  bedding,  and  the  hang¬ 
ings,  were  all  burnt.  Mr.  Revett 
produced  the  money-box,  and  said 
to  the  prisoner,  “  Mary,  you  know 
something  of  this."  She  denied 
it.  Mr.  Revett  said,  there  should 
be  a  20/.  note  in  this  box,  and  de¬ 
sired  that  every  one  should  be 
searched.  A  parish  constable  Came 
and  searched  them  all.  The  pri¬ 
soner  continued  sitting  in  the  same 
place.'  She  fainted  away,  and  was 
afterwards  searched,  but  nothing 
was  found  on  her.  The  box  was 
partially  burnt.  A  sovereign  and 
some  silver  were  left  in  the  box. 

Mr.  John  Revett  confirmed  his 
wife’s  evidence. 

Eleanor  Balls  proved,  that  on 
Sunday,  about  half-past  four,  she 
went  to  Mr.  Revett’s  house.  Wit¬ 
ness  was  the  aunt  of  Mrs.  Revett, 
and  she  went  to  the  house  to  give 
the  prisoner  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  chapel.  Witness  returned  home, 
and  went  back  again  about  six. 
The  prisoner  went  out,  and  re¬ 
turned  at  a  quarter  past  eight. 
While  the  prisoner  was  gone,  she 
searched  the  house,  lest  any  one 
should  be  in  it.  She  observed  the 
bed,  which  was  afterwards  burnt. 
It  was  at  that  time  neatly  done 
up.  She  looked  under  the  bed 
(not  with  a  candle),  and  she  saw 
nothing  there.  At  half-past  eight 
Mr.  Balls  arrived,  and  witness  said 
“  We  will  take  a  crust  of  bread 
and  cheese,  and  return.”  It  was 
afterwards  agreed  that  Mr.  Balls 
should  stay  till  Mr.  Revett  came 
home. 

Ambrose  Bulls.-— After  his  wife 


went  away,  the  prisoner  came  into 
the  parlour,  lit  a  candle,  went 
out  of  the  parlour,  and  shut  the 
door.  She  was  absent  nearly  ten 
minutes.  She  returned  into  the 
parlour,  put  the  candle  out,  and 
set  it  upon  the  sideboard.  She  sat 
down  against  the  door  on  a  chair. 
Witness  had  never  asked  her  to  sit 
down.  He  said  "  Mary,  you  had 
better  come  nearer  the  fire,”  and 
crossed  over  to  the  other  side  of 
the  fire.  They  continued  convers¬ 
ing  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  and 
then  he  smelt  fire,  and  said, 
e<  Molly,  I  smell  fire.”  He  then 
took  the  candle  from  the  table, 
and  went  up  stairs.  When  he  got 
up,  he  saw  the  smoke  issuing  from 
Mr.  Revett’s  bed-room.  The  pri¬ 
soner  continued  sitting  in  the  par¬ 
lour,  and  witness  hallooed  to  her 
from  the  top  of  the  staircase— 
“  Mary,  the  bed  is  on  fire !”  Wit¬ 
ness  then  came  down  and  gave  the 
alarm  of  fire.  The  prisoner  did 
not  speak,  nor  attempt  to  give  any 
alarm.  Witness  then  went  over 
the  way  to  a  Mr.  Brooks’s,  re¬ 
turned,  and  put  out  the  fire.  The 
prisoner  still  continued  sitting  in 
the  parlour. 

Sarah  Brown  was  permanent 
servant  to  Mr.  Revett.  Two  bun¬ 
dles  of  wood  were  found  to  be 
missing  after  the  fire. 

Williams,  the  officer,  corrobo¬ 
rated  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Balls. 

The  prisoner  said  nothing  in  her 
defence.  No  witnesses  were  called, 
and  the  jury  found  a  verdict— 
Guilty. 

25.  Election  of  a  Common 
Serjeant. — A  court  of  common 
council  was  held  at  Guildhall,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  a  fit  person 
to  fill  the  office  of  Common  Ser¬ 
jeant,  which  had  become  vacant 
upon  the  promotion  of  Newman 
Knowles,  esq.,  to  the  Recordership. 
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Mr.  Slade  proposed  Thomas 
Denman,  esq.,  as  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  fill  the  office  of  common 
serjeant. 

Mr.  Brogden  seconded  this  no¬ 
mination. 

Mr.  Dixon  proposed  Wm.  Bol- 
land,  esq. ;  and 

Mr.  Steward  seconded  him. 

The  ballot  then  took  place,  and 
continued  open  until  3  o’clock. 

After  the  scrutiny,  the  lord 
mayor  stated  the  numbers  to  be 


For  Mr.  Denman  .  131 

Mr.  Bolland .  119 


Majority  for  Mr.  Denman  12 

His  lordship,  therefore,  declared 
Mr.  Denman  to  have  been  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  Denman,  who  had  been  in 
attendance  in  another  room,  shortly 
afterwards  appeared,  conducted  by 
the  chamberlain,  alderman  Wood, 
and  Messrs.  Slade,  Brogden,  F avel, 
and  Hurcombe ;  and  was  led  up 
to  the  table,  where  he  took  his 
seat. 

The  lord  mayor  informed  him, 
that  he  had  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  common  serjeant  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

Mr.  Denman  then  rose  and  said, 
that  the  feelings,  by  which  he  was 
oppressed,  scarcely  left  him  the 
power  to  express  them.  If  they 
who  had  taken  a  part  in  this  ar¬ 
dent  contest  on  either  side,  were 
greatly  affected,  how  much  more 
so  must  be  the  individual,  on  whom 
the  honour  of  their  choice  had 
fallen.  He  could  therefore  only 
offer  his  deep  and  heartfelt  thanks 
to  this  enlightened  corporation  for 
the  distinguished  honour  they  had 
conferred  upon  him.  To  the  end 
of  his  life  he  should  cherish  the 
most  lively  gratitude  to  those  who 
had  supported  him  :  towards  those 
who  had  opposed  him,  his  only 
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feeling  was  that  of  thankfulness 
for  the  temperate  and  honourable 
manner  in  which  they  had  done 
so.  So  long  as  he  lived,  he  should 
discharge  his  judicial  duties,  unin¬ 
fluenced  by  party  or  political  feel¬ 
ings  :  he  should  even  forget  private 
affection  and  friendship.  He  should 
endeavour  to  show  his  friends,  that 
his  conduct  would  reflect  no  dis¬ 
credit  upon  their  choice ;  and  to 
prove  to  those,  who  had  opposed 
him,  that  their  opposition  would 
have  no  influence  upon  his  mind, 
beyond  exciting  an  anxious  desire 
to  conciliate  their  feelings  towards 
him.  He  had  once  more  to  express 
his  most  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Court ;  and  knowing  that  he  could 
not  strengthen  that  expression  by 
lengthening  this  address,  he  sat 
down  in  the  hope  that  they  would 
give  him  credit  for  the  warmth  of 
his  feelings.  The  learned  gentle¬ 
man  resumed  his  seat  amidst  loud 
cheers. 

The  court  consists  of  26  aider- 
men  and  236  commoners;  of  whom 
24  aldermen  and  226  commoners 
polled. 

ACC1*DENT  FROM  HOUSES  FAL¬ 
LING. — Early  this  morning  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Budge-row,  Cannon- 
street,  were  roused  from  their  beds 
by  the  fall  of  two  houses,  Nos.  6  and 
7-  Immediately  after  the  crash,  the 
police  and  watch  of  the  ward  ran  to 
the  spot,  and  procured  the  most  ac¬ 
tive  and  spirited  workmen  to  dig  in 
the  ruins  for  those  whose  groans 
were  heard  under  the  mass  of  bricks 
and  mortar  and  old  beams.  The 
labourers  worked  hard  in  the  midst 
of  danger.  The  first  person  they 
extricated  was  Mrs.  Bowles,  the : 
wife  of  the  tenant  of  No.  6.  She  : 
was  severely  bruised,  and  her 
screams  for  her  husband  and  child, . 
who  were  buried  in  the  ruins 
were  most  appalling.  Two  elderly 
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ladies  were  next  taken  from  the 
ruins.  They  were  severely  in¬ 
jured.  Mr.  Nichols,  the  tenant  of 
No.  7,  was  the  next  who  was 
taken  out,  he  was  so  dreadfully 
lacerated  as  scarcely  to  give  signs 
of  life.  At  9  o’clock,  Mr.  Bowles, 
occupier  of  No.  6,  was  dragged  out 
from  such  a  heap  of  timber  and 
ruins,  that  general  astonishment 
was  excited  at  his  showing  any 
symptoms  of  life.  He  was  so 
dreadfully  lacerated  and  swollen 
about  the  head,  as  not  to  be  known 
for  some  time.  At  nearly  the  same 
time,  his  only  son,  a  fine  boy  about 
four  years  old,  was  found  quite 
dead.  It  being  ascertained,  that  a 
young  female,  who  had  gone  on  a 
visit  to  Mr.  Bowles  the  night  be¬ 
fore,  was  still  buried  under  the 
ruins,  the  most  vigorous  exertions 
were  made  during  the  whole  of 
the  day  to  extricate  her,  and 
though,  from  the  immense  heap 
under  which  she  was  buried,  all 
hopes  of  digging  her  up  with  life 
were  given  over,  their  exertions 
did  not  in  the  least  relax.  Mr. 
Bowles  had  but  recently  taken  the 
house,  which  was  undergoing  tho¬ 
rough  repaii’,  and,  in  consequence 
of  the  labourers  being  employed  in 
the  lower  rooms,  he  and  his  wife 
slept  in  the  attic.  The  two  houses, 
which  belonged  to  the  same  land¬ 
lord,  had  been  greatly  dilapidated, 
and  bricklayers  had  been  at  work 
in  the  cellars  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  foundation. 

Music. — A  new  opera,  I  Due 
Pretendenti,  with  some  claim  to 
public  consideration,  was  this 
month  brought  out.  It  is  the 
work  of  signor  Mosca,  a  composer 
of  some  celebrity  on  the  continent, 
but  hitherto  known  in  England 
only  by  a  few  detached  elegant 
morceaux.  The  plot  is  constructed 
upon  the  supposition,  that  a  lady 


obtains  her  favoured  lover  by  im¬ 
pressing  two  disregarded  suitors 
(of  whose  importunities  she  wishes 
to  rid  herself)  with  the  belief  that 
she  is  a  vixen,  and  mistress  of 
sundry  other  repulsive  qualities 
which  they  had  failed  to  discover. 
Thus  deceived,  they  join  in  pro¬ 
curing  for  her  the  man  she  prefers. 

Elegance,  facility,  delicacy,  and 
airy  melody,  are  the  prominent 
characteristics  of  the  music ;  which, 
like  Rossini’s,  is  calculated  to  charm 
by  its  levity,  and  fix  itself  by  its 
sprightliness.  The  scenes  between 
Procopio  (De  Begnis)  and  Emilia 
(madame  De  Begnis)  are  particu¬ 
larly  animated,  and  one  duet,  Dolce 
dell’  anima ,  for  the  tenor  (Curioni) 
and  Emilia,  is  very  superior  in 
graceful  expresssion.  Curioni  sang 
remarkably  well ;  his  voice  is 
certainly  limited  in  power  and 
compass,  but  he  is  a  scientific 
singer. 

At  the  Oratorios  a  composition 
by  lord  Burghersh,  called  Bajazet, 
was  performed  and  well  received. 
It  is  of  the  modern  fashion,  not 
remarkable  for  any  quality  be¬ 
yond  a  general  suavity,  illumi¬ 
nated  by  occasional  gleams  of  bril¬ 
liant  ornament. 

30.  In  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench,  Mr.  Evans  moved  for  a  new 
trial  in  the  cause  of  Redford  v, 
Birley  and  others  ;  the  application 
was  refused. 

Delivery  by  the  Americans 

OF  ONE  OF  THEIR  SEAMEN  TO  THE 

Chinese — Letters  from  Canton 
are  filled  with  accounts  of  a  me¬ 
lancholy  transaction, which  occurred 
there  in  November  last.  A  seaman, 
a  native  of  Italy,  then  acting  se¬ 
cond  officer  on  board  an  American 
vessel,  observing  a  woman  hand 
some  samsoo  (spirits)  into  one  of 
the  ports  of  the  ship,  threw  a  small 
stone  jar  at  her,  which  struck  her 
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on  tlie  temple.  The  woman, 
either  stunned  by  the  blow,  fell 
overboard  and  immediately  sunk, 
or  fell  overboard  in  consequence  of 
the  pin,  on  which  the  oar  was 
fastened,  breaking  on  her  pulling 
away  from  the  ships :  both  accounts 
are  given.  She  was  found  next 
morning  at  some  distance  from  the 
ship,  with  a  small  wound,  as  the 
Chinese  asserted,  on  one  of  the 
temples,  which  was  stated  by  the 
Americans  to  have  been  made  by 
the  Chinese  after  she  -was  found 
drowned,  but  without  any  injury 
of  the  skull.  The  family  of  the 
woman  threatened,  next  morning, 
to  represent  the  alleged  murder  to 
the  Chinese  authorities,  and  to 
demand  that  the  murderer  should 
be  given  up  for  trial,  at  the  same 
time  letting  them  understand  that 
all  would  be  hushed  up,  if  the 
Americans  would  pay  three  or 
four  hundred  dollars.  This  was 
refused,  and  some  of  the  inferior 
mandarins  getting  notice  of  it,  the 
demand  was  increased  to  as  many 
thousand  dollars.  The  Americans, 
still  refusing  to  pay  this  douceur 
or  bribe  (as  the  unfortunate  man 
had  no  money),  although  they 
were  aware  the  affair  was  taking 
a  serious  turn,  the  mandarins  at 
Canton  were  informed  of  it,  who 
immediately  demanded  the  man  for 
trial.  All  trade  with  the  Ame¬ 
rican  ships  in  the  Canton  river 
was  immediately  stopped. 

The  Americans  at  first  steadily 
refused  to  give  the  man  up,  and 
the  Chinese  came  to  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  trying  him  on  board  his 
own  ship,  to  which  the  Americans 
consented.  During  the  mock  trial, 
not  one  witness  was  examined  for 
the  defendant,  and  the  Chinese 
also  refused  admittance  to  Dr. 
Morrison,  who  volunteered  his  ser¬ 
vices  as  interpreter.  The  man  was 


of  course  found  guilty  by  such  a 
tribunal,  and  it  was  now  insisted 
on  more  strenuously  than  before, 
that  he  should  be  given  up.  It 
was  likewise  demanded,  that  he 
should  be  confined  in  irons,  which 
was  complied  with.  About  a  week 
afterwards,  the  Americans  began 
to  waver,  and  at  last  it  was  agreed 
on,  that  he  should  be  given  up  for 
a  second  trial  at  Canton,  which 
was  to  be  public  and  fairly  con¬ 
ducted,  with  examination  of  wit¬ 
nesses  for  and  against  the  pri¬ 
soner. 

The  man  was  accordingly  taken 
out  of  the  ship  by  a  strong  party 
of  Chinese  soldiers,  and  conveyed' 
to  Canton,  where,  a  few  days  af¬ 
terwards,  the  trial  took  place. 
During  the  mock  trial,  not  an 
American  or  any  person  on  the 
man’s  part  was  present.  A  body 
of  captains  and  officers  of  the  hon. 
company’s  ships  went  to  the 
Chinchwo,  or  court-house,  and  de¬ 
manded  admittance,  in  order  to 
see  justice  done  to  the  unfortunate 
man,  but  they  were  refused  it,  on 
the  plea,  that,  as  the  prisoner  was 
an  American,  it  was  no  affair  of 
theirs  as  Englishmen. 

It  is  understood  from  some  of 
the  Chinese  who  were  present, 
that  after  a  few  questions  put  to 
the  poor  man,  and  the  examination 
of  two  witnesses,  they  produced  a 
paper,  which  they  advised  him  to 
sign  by  imprinting  the  mark  of 
his  open  hand  upon  it  with  red 
ink.  They  represented  to  him, 
that  it  was  merely  a  statement  of 
the  trial,  which  must  be  sent  to 
Pekin  for  inspection,  before  they 
could  proceed  further ;  and  that  it 
was  likely,  on  its  being  sent,  and 
an  answer  returned,  that  he  would 
be  immediately  acquitted. 

The  unfortunate  man,  surround¬ 
ed  with  strangers,  without  any 
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other  advice,  and  put  off  his  guard 
by  the  fair  promises  of  a  security- 
merchant  of  high  rank,  and  two 
Chinese  street-merchants,  who  acted 
as  interpreters,  and  who  pretended 
to  be  his  friends,  imprinted  his 
hand  on  the  paper.  All  further  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  immediately  stopped. 
It  was  a  confession  of  his  guilt, 
which  was  immediately  forwarded 
to  Pekin,  and  completely  screened 
the  viceroy  and  mandarins,  in  the 
event  of  any  disturbance  with  the 
American  government.  The  poor 
man,  still  ignorant  of  his  fate,  was 
taken  back  to  prison ;  where,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Chinese  custom,  his 
irons  were  taken  off,  and  he  had 
plenty  to  eat  and  drink.  This 
kindness,  and  the  flattering  assur¬ 
ances  of  the  Chinese,  ma  de  him  hope 
to  be  liberated  in  a  few  days. 

On  the  4th  or  5th  day  after  the 
trial,  about  4  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  security  and  Chinese 
street-merchants,  who  attended  him 
on  his  trial,  visited  him,  and  told 
him,  that  they  had  heard  from 
Pekin,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
he  should  go  into  the  city,  in  order 
to  hear  the  contents  of  the  des¬ 
patches.  The  unfortunate  man,  in 
high  hopes  of  being  soon  liberated, 
cheerfully  obeyed.  He  was  taken 
into  the  heart  of  the  city  in  a 
sedan-chair,  attended  by  the  mer¬ 
chants,  and  put  into  a  room,  where 
he  was  told  he  must  remain  a 
short  time.  Soon  after,  some  Chi¬ 
nese  soldiers  entered  and  took  him 
out  at  another  door ;  and  the  first 
intimation  he  had  of  his  cruel  fate 
was,the  executioner  and  implements 
of  death  before  him,  and  the  heads 
of  decapitated  Chinese  hung  round 
a  kind  of  square  crowded  with  spec¬ 
tators.  He  uttered  a  yell  of  despair, 
raised  his  hands  to  Heaven,  and 
was  understood  to  protest  his  inno¬ 
cence  and  to  implore  the  sight  of 
Vol,  LX  IV. 


an  European  or  American — (per¬ 
haps  the  priest,  as  he  was  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  had  previously,  when 
on  board  ship,  seen  the  chaplain  of 
the  Imperial  frigate,  then  lying  in 
the  Whampoa  reach). 

The  executioner  paid  no  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  cries,  but  immediately 
proceeded  to  strangle  him,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  usual  horrid  way  directed 
by  the  Chinese  law. 

Ropes  were  first  tied  round  his 
ancles  and  wrists,  and  then  gra¬ 
dually  round  the  more  vital  and 
sensible  parts ;  and  finally  round 
the  neck,  until  he  expired  by  a 
languishing  and  cruel  death. 

His  body  was  next  day  given  up 
to  the  Americans,  who  buried  him 
on  Dane’s  island. 

The  something  worse  than  in¬ 
difference  of  the  American  consul 
and  captains  of  the  30  ships 
then  in  the  river,  was  considered 
highly  blameable  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings,  in  leaving  the 
man  thus  to  his  fate ;  and 
the  affair  was  concluded  with 
an  act  of  glaring  inconsistency  on 
their  part.  It  was  ordered,  that 
the  remains  of  the  unfortunate 
man,  whom  they  had  neglected 
to  see  justice  done  to,  should  be 
buried  with  all  the  honours  of  an 
officer,  and  the  funeral  was  accord¬ 
ingly  very  numerously  attended. 
This  amounted  to  a  confession  that 
he  had  suffered  innocently ;  for 
they  could  never  think  of  showing 
such  attention  to  the  funeral  of  a 
murderer.  They  acted  from  pu¬ 
sillanimous  and  interested  motives. 
The  security-merchant  for  the  ship 
owed  the  American  a  very  consi¬ 
derable  sum  of  money,  and  if  the 
man  had  not  been  given  up,  he 
would  have  been  so  severely 
mulcted  as  to  endanger  his  credit, 
and  probably  strip  him  of  every 
part  of  his  propertv.  There  was 
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likewise  no  other  prospect  of  the 
trade  being  speedily  opened,  and 
the  Americans  began  to  feel  indi¬ 
vidually  so  muc]^  as  to  overcome 
their  feelings  of  national  honour 
and  of  humanity.  Their  conduct, 
and  the  termination  of  the  affair, 
may  lead  to  very  serious  conse¬ 
quences  in  the  event  of  any  future 
affair  of  the  same  kind  happening, 
as  in  times  past,  with  seamen  of 
England  or  any  other  country.  The 
insolence  of  the  Chinese  towards 
Europeans  of  every  country  was 
much  increased  by  the  transaction  ; 
and  the  English  supercargoes  were 
seriously  afraid,  some  fray  would 
happen  betwixt  them  and  the  Eng¬ 
lish  sailors,  whose  hatred  towards 
the  natives  after  the  execution  of 
the  American,  rose  in  proportion 
to  their  insolence. 


MAY. 

2.  Duel  between  the  duke 
of  Buckingham  and  the  duke 
of  Bedford. — A  meeting  took 
place  this  morning,  in  Kensington- 

fardens,  between  the  dukes  of 
ledford  and  Buckingham,  accom¬ 
panied  by  lord  Lynedoch  and  sir 
W.  Williams  Wynn,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  words  used  by  the  for¬ 
mer  at  the  Bedfordshire  county 
meeting.  Both  parties  fired  toge¬ 
ther,  at  the  distance  of  twelve 
paces,  on  a  word  given,  but  with¬ 
out  effect ;  when  |the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  observing  that  the 
duke  of  Bedford  fired  into  the  air, 
advanced  to  his  grace,  and,  remark¬ 
ing  that  for  that  reason  the  thing 
could  go  no  further,  said,  My 
lord  duke,  you  are  the  last  man  I 
wish  to  quarrel  with;  but  you 
must  be  aware,  that  a  public  man’s 
life  is  not  worth  preserving,  unless 
with  honour.”  Upon  which  the 
duke  of  Bedford  declared,  “  Upon 


his  honour,  that  he  meant  no  per¬ 
sonal  offence  to  the  duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  nor  to  impute  to  'him  any 
bad  or  corrupt  motive  whatever.” 
The  parties  then  shook  hands,  and 
the  whole  business  was  terminated. 

Trade  in  France.— It  is  a 
singular  fact,  that  though  trade 
is  encouraged  in  France,  a  mer¬ 
chant  or  manufacturer,  since  the 
return  of  the  Bourbons,  if  he 
receives  a  patent  of  nobility,  must 
take  out  “  letters  of  relief,”  con¬ 
veying  the  king’s  pardon  for  having 
descended  to  trade.  M.  Ternaux, 
the  manufacturer,  and  deputy  for 
Paris,  was  created  a  baron  by  the 
king,  but  refused  to  assume  the 
title  on  such  a  degrading  condition. 

5.  A  very  cruel  robbery  was 
committed  on  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowles, 
the  unfortunate  persons  whose  child 
and  sister  were  killed  by  the  fall  of 
one  of  the  houses  in  Budge-row, 
Cannon-street  (see  p.  78.)  Though 
dreadfully  bruised,  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  attend  the  body  of  their 
infant  to  the  grave  on  Sunday.  It 
was  with  difficulty  they  reached 
the  church-yard,  where  the  funeral 
was  performed.  They  were  objects 
of  great  compassion  to  the  multi¬ 
tude;  but  there  were  persons  in 
the  crowd  base  enough  to  take 
advantage  of  their  absence  from 
home,  and  to  break  into  their  apart¬ 
ments,  which  were  soon  stripped 
of  every  thing  valuable.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  thieves  expected 
to  find  great  booty,  a  false  report 
having  been  in  circulation,  that 
300/.,  the  property  of  Mr.  Bowles, 
had  been  found  in  the  ruins.  All 
the  little  articles  of  plate,  which 
were  recovered  from  the  ruins  (the 
only  things  of  any  value  remain¬ 
ing  to  the  unfortunate  couple), 
Were  taken  by  the  thieves. 

6.  King’s  Bench. — Mr.  Murray. 
—Mr,  Rotch,  in  the  last  term,  oh- 
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tained  a  rule,  calling  on  Mr.  Charles 
Murray  (the  secretary  and  solicitor 
to  the  Constitutional  Association)  to 
show  cause,  why  he  should  not  pay 
over  certain  monies  to  Mr.  Dicka¬ 
son,  after  deducting  his  own  charges, 
deliver  up  documents  in  his  pos¬ 
session,  and  answer  the  matters 
imputed  to  him  by  the  applicants. 
He  obtained  this  rule  on  affidavits, 
alleging  that  Mr.  Murray  had  been 
employed  on  the  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  an  American  vessel, 
called  the  Agenoria,  many  years 
ago,  to  prosecute,  in  the  high  court 
of  Admiralty  in  England,  an  ap¬ 
peal  from  a  sentence  of  capture 
against  that  vessel  at  Barbadoes ; 
that  he  had  succeeded  in  procuring 
a  reversal  of  the  sentence ;  that 
several  thousand  pounds  had  been 
paid  to  him  out  of  court,  for 
which  he  had  never  accounted; 
and  that  he  had  evaded  a  settle¬ 
ment  by  avoiding  interviews,  by 
neglecting  to  answer  letters,  and 
by  breaking  appointments,  when 
he  had  been  forced  to  accede  to 
them  by  accidentally  meeting  the 
agents  of  the  parties  in  London. 

Against  this  rule  the  solicitor- 
general  now  showed  cause.  He 
stated  that  Mr.  Murray,  in  1809, 
was  employed  by  several  American 
houses  as  a  prize-agent,  to  recover 
condemned  vessels  ;  and,  amongst 
others,  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel 
in  question.  In  all  these  transac¬ 
tions  he  had  acted  merely  as  agent. 
The  present  application  was  not, 
made  directly  by  the  parties  them¬ 
selves,  but  by  Mr.  Dickason,  who 
professed  to  act  under  powers  of 
attorney,  from  parties  to  whom  the 
original  owners  had  assigned  their 
interest  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
vessel.  There  was  no '  affidavit  of 
the  execution  of  these  powers  by 
the  parties  whose  names  they  bore : 
there  was  nothing  but  the  seal 


and  attestation  of  a  notary,  and  the 
certificate  of  the  British  consul, 
that  the  party  attesting  was  a  real 
notary,  which  amounted  to  no  evi¬ 
dence  in  this  court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  asked 
Mr.  Rotch,  if  he  could  produce 
any  authority  to  show  that  this 
was  evidence. 

Mr.  Rotch  replied,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  ;  but  the  docu¬ 
ments  were  executed  in  the  usual 
form,  and  attested  by  the  consul. 

Mr.  Chitty  (with  the  Solicitor- 
general  for  Mr.  Murray). — It  is 
not  even  sworn,  that  the  party  is  a 
notary. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — We 
may  take  it,  I  think,  that  this  is  a 
notarial  seal ;  but  the  question  is, 
whether  there  is  any  instance  of 
such  seal  being  admitted  as  an 
attestation  in  this  court  ? 

Mr.  Rotch. — It  is  the  usual 
mode  of  attestation,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley. — If  we  look 
into  the  mode  of  suffering  reco¬ 
veries  abroad,  we  shall  find  that 
the  course  is,  to  receive  the  attesta¬ 
tion  of  a  magistrate,  accompanied 
by  an  affidavit  of  the  competency 
of  that  magistrate. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Does 
this  Court  ever  act  except  on 
affidavit  ? 

Mr.  Pattison  (who  was  with 
Mr.  Rotch). — These  powers  were 
never  executed  with  a  view  to  the 
application  in  this  court,  but  to 
enable  Mr.  Dickason  generally  to 
receive  the  money.  Such  attesta¬ 
tions  are  always  received  by  un¬ 
derwriters  in  cases  of  policies  of 
insurance. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Yes, 
and  so  they  are  received  in  courts 
of  civil  law,  but  not  in  courts  of 
common  law. 

Mr.  Pattison. — This  was  ori- 
ginallv  a  case  of  appeal  in  a  court 
G  2 
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of  civil  law,  and  these  powers, 
therefore,  were  originally  suffi¬ 
cient. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — -But 
not  in  this  court ;  we  can  act  only 
on  affidavit,  and  there  is  no  affida¬ 
vit  here. 

Mr.  Botch  then  pressed  the  court 
to  enlarge  the  rule,  that  the  ne¬ 
cessary  affidavits  might  he  received 
from  America.  He  was  willing 
to  send  the  whole  matter  before 
the  master,  but  not  to  refer  it  in 
the  usual  mode  to  a  barrister. 

The  Solicitor  General  said,  the 
objection  extended  through  the 
whole  case ;  and  hoped  the  Court 
would  discharge  the  rule  with 
costs. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — -Never, 
Mr.  Solicitor,  on  an  objection  of 
this  kind,  which  does  not  go  to  the 
merits.  The  rule  was  discharged. 

7-  Mr.  Alderman  Lucas  present¬ 
ed  a  petition  to  the  court  of  aider- 
men,  against  the  swearing  in  of 
Mr.  Denman,  as  common  serjeant, 
founded  on  an  obsolete  bye-law  of 
the  time  of  Elizabeth.  After  many 
severe  animadversions  on  the  pe¬ 
tition,  by  several  members  of  the 
court,  Mr.  Denman  was  sworn  in 
and  took  his  seat. 

8.  Court  of  Kxng’s-bench. — - 
The  King  v.  the  Inhabitants  of  St. 
Austell.  — 1  This  was  an  appeal 
against  the  poor-rate  for  the  pa¬ 
rish  of  St.  Austell,  in  Cornwall ; 
and  the  question  to  be  decided  was, 
whether  Mr.  Carlyon  ought  to  be 
rated  in  respect  of  his  interest  in  a 
tin  and  copper  mine.  It  appeared 
that  this  gentleman,  having  re¬ 
served  all  mines  in  his  demise  of 
the  land  to  the  agricultural  tenant, 
granted  a  licence  to  Joshua  Rowe 
and  others,  to  dig  for  ore,  he  re¬ 
ceiving  himself  an  eightli  part  of 
the  ore  procured,  after  it  had  been 
cleansed  and  brought  to  the  sur¬ 
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face.  This  reserved  right  had  been 
subsequently  compromised  for  a 
sum  of  4,080/.  per  annum,  but  the 
mine  was  now  in  a  declining  con¬ 
dition. 

Mr.  Wylde,  at  great  length, 
contended  that  Mr.  Carlyon  was 
not  liable,  because,  in  no  sense, 
could  he  be  deemed  the  occupier 
of  the  mine.  The  ore  reserved 
was  in  the  nature  of  rent,  because 
it  was  not  payable  by  custom,  but 
by  an  express  contract  between  the 
parties,  which,  though  not  a  lease, 
yet  transferred  the  right  of  posses¬ 
sion  in  all  the  works  to  be  erected 
by  the  adventurers.  It  would  be 
unjust  to  rate  a  party  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Carlyon,  for  property 
in  mines,  which  might  for  5  years 
yield  an  annual  profit  of  4,000/., 
and  which,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  might  be  exhausted. 
There  was  no  similitude  between 
the  uncertain  and  transient  profits 
of  a  mine,  and  the  produce  of  real 
and  undiminishing  estate. 

The  Court  decided  that  Mr.  Car¬ 
lyon  was  liable  to  the  rate.  There 
could  be  no  doubt,  that,  in  justice, 
he  ought  to  contribute  to  the  rates 
as  much  as  any  other  person  de¬ 
riving  benefit  from  property  within 
the  parish  ;  and  indeed  more  than 
others,  because  by  working  the 
mine  he  brought  a  great  number 
of  labourers  into  the  parish,  who, 
from  the  unwholesome  nature  of 
their  occupation,  were  likely  to 
require  relief  sooner  than  men  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  labours.  It 
was  impossible  to  distinguish  this 
case  from  those,  in  which  the 
owner  had  been  holden  liable  ;  for 
whether  the  ore  was  reserved  by 
custom  or  contract  was  immaterial. 
These  cases  might  have  been  de¬ 
cided  on  a  principle  a  little  refined 
and  ingenious;  but  the  Court  would 
not  over-rule  them,  while  they  pro- 
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moted  a  fair  and  equal  distribution 
of  that  which  was  the  most  in¬ 
tolerable  of  all  burdens,  among 
those  who  possessed  beneficial  in¬ 
terests  in  the  parish.  The  order 
of  sessions,  therefore,  quashing  the 
rate  in  which  Mr.  Carlyon  was 
assessed  in  respect  of  the  mine, 
was  quashed. 

9*  An  iron  Steam-boat  was  ex¬ 
hibited  on  the  Thames  between 
London  and  Battersea  bridges ; 
she  drew  one  foot  water  less  than 
any  steam-boat  that  has  ever  been 
built ;  was  one  hundred  and  six 
feet  long,  and  seventeen  broad;  and 
was  propelled  by  a  thirty-horse 
engine.  She  is  to  navigate  be¬ 
tween  London  and  Paris,  being 
the  first  instance  of  a  direct  water 
communication  between  the  ca¬ 
pitals  of  France  and  England. 

Dramatic  copyright. — Mur¬ 
ray  v.  Elliston.  ■ —  The  Court  of 
King’s-bench  certified  their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  an  action  could  not  be 
maintained  by  the  plaintiff  against 
the  defendant,  for  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  lord  Byron’s  tragedy  of 
“  The  Doge  of  Venice,”  at  Drury- 
lane  theatre. 

Lyons.  —  Some  disturbances 
have  been  occasioned  here  by  the 
violence  of  a  contested  election, 
and  the  exasperation  of  party  feel¬ 
ings  at  the  defeat  of  M.  De  Cor- 
celles.  Towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  day,  the  intelligence  of  M. 
Delphin’s  decisive  success  in  the 
northern  arrondissement  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  hall  of  the  Elec¬ 
toral  College,  and  received,  on  the 
part  of  the  royalists,  by  cries  of 
“  Vive  le  Roi !”  These  cries  were 
answered  by  no  less  vehement  vo¬ 
ciferations  of  “  Vive  Corcelles  !  ” 
from  an  opposite  party,  who,  on 
their  arrival  in  the  street,  were 
joined  by  a  crowd  who  are  said  to 
have  mixed  seditious  expressions 
with  their  party  watch-words.  A 


conderable  mob  collected  in  one  of 
the  principal  squares,  and  resisted,  at 
first,  the  endeavours  of  a  small  de¬ 
tachment  of  infantry  to  disperse 
them.  After  ineffectual  attempts 
to  quell  the  disturbances,  and  after 
some  persons  had  been  thrown 
down  and  others  trampled  upon, 
the  regiment  of  chasseurs  of  the 
Somme,  the  gendarmerie,  and 
other  troops,  successively  arrived. 
This  imposing  force  intimidated 
the  rioters,  and  nearly  effected 
their  dispersion.  Small  groups, 
however,  remained  together,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  repeated  injunc¬ 
tions  of  the  military  chief,  and  the 
exertions  of  the  peace  officers.  At 
six  o’clock,  therefore,  a  commissary 
of  police,  on  horseback,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  about  50  cavalry,  read  a 
proclamation  from  the  mayor, 
commanding  the  people  to  with¬ 
draw.  The  crowd,  on  this,  with¬ 
drew  to  the  square  of  the  theatre, 
where  they  again  vociferated 
“Vive  Corcelles!  Vive  la  Charte!” 
The  cavalry  again  arrived,  and 
drove  the  rioters  under  the  arches 
of  the  theatre.  The  doors  of  this 
building  were  then  forced  open, 
and  the  boxes  immediately  filled 
with  a  motley  crowd,  prepared  to 
enjoy  the  entertainment  at  their 
ease.  Some  persons,  who  had 
ascended  the  balcony  of  the 
theatre,  to  observe  what  was  pass¬ 
ing  among  the  groups  in  the 
square,  were  required  to  join  in 
the  shouts  of  the  latter  ;  they  re¬ 
fused,  and  in  a  short  time  were 
driven  from  their  place,  to  make 
way  for  their  liberal  antagonists, 
who  vociferated,  “  Success  to  the 
Charter,”  “  Nothing  but  the 
Charter,”  and  similar  cries.  About 
nine  o’clock,  the  authorities  or¬ 
dered  the  body  of  the  theatre  to  be 
cleared,  but  the  groups  of  persons, 
who  had  filled  it,  did  not  desist  from 
their  favourite  cries,  till  the  late- 
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ness  of  the  hour,  the  interference 
of  the  night  patrol,  and  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain,  checked  their  excesses, 
and  cooled  their  enthusiasm.  Se¬ 
veral  individuals,  who  were  found 
exciting  the  mob,  were  arrested. 

11.  Jersey. — -Last  year,  the 
English  and  Jersey  oyster  fishing- 
boats,  were  much  obstructed  and 
annoyed  by  the  French  armed 
vessels,  on  various  pretences  of  en¬ 
croachment  ;  but,  in  reality,  to 
destroy  the  Jersey  oyster  trade, 
and  thus  oblige  the  English  oyster 
companies  to  obtain  their  supplies 
from  France.  The  French  autho¬ 
rities  have  again  stationed  vessels 
of  war  on  the  banks  discovered  by 
the  Jersey  fishermen  in  1797;  and 
adopted  hostile  measures,  by  firing 
on  our  boats,  and  chasing  them 
within  the  rocks  that  surround 
Jersey.  These  proceedings  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Jersey  states,  and  a  petition  has 
been  voted  to  his  majesty  in 
council.  The  oyster  banks  are 
situated  between  Jersey  and  the 
opposite  coast  of  France,  stretching 
from  Cape  Rozel  to  the  rocks 
called  the  Minquais,  a  few  miles 
to  the  north-west  of  the  small  isle 
of  Chausey,  between  one  and  three 
leagues  from  the  French  shore. 
The  fishery  is  now  in  a  flourishing 
state.  It  occupies,  during  four 
months  of  the  year,  upwards  of 
three  hundred  fishing  smacks, 
manned  by  nearly  two  thousand 
British  seamen,  gives  employment 
to  nearly  one  thousand  of  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
the  island,  and  is  in  many  other 
respects  of  general  utility  to  the 
country. 

12.  The  Moniteur  contains  a 
royal  ordinance,  which  strikes  baron 
Louis  off  the  list  of  ministers  of 
state.  The  ground  stated  for  this 
measure  is,  the  report  of  the  Pre¬ 
fect  of  Paris,  on  the  disorders  which 


took  place  in  the  college  of  the 
eighth  arrondissement  of  that  city. 

14.  High  Court  op  Admi¬ 
ralty. — In  June,  1814,  the  duke 
of  Wellington  transmitted  a  me¬ 
morial  on  behalf  of  the  army  which 
had  been  acting  under  his  com¬ 
mand  in  the  Peninsula,  during  the 
years  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  and 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  the  claim  of  the  army 
upon  the  bounty  and  favour  of  the 
legislature,  for  compensation  in 
lieu  of  the  property  and  stores 
which  had  been  captured  by  them. 
To  this  memorial,  a  schedule  was 
annexed,  by  which  the  estimated 
value  of  such  captures  appeared  to 
be  916,450/.  Eventually,  parlia¬ 
ment  granted  to  the  army  800,000/. ; 
and  allotted  to  the  navy  as  a 
“  grant  for  naval  prize,”  1 1 6,450/. 
By  the  46th,  55  th,  and  57th  of 
Geo.  3rd,  all  proceeds  of  prizes, 
and  all  grants  of  money  for  naval 
prize,  are  rendered  liable  to  a  per 
centage  of  5/.  per  cent,  payable  to 
Greenwich  hospital,  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  that  institution ;  and  the 
present  case  came  before  the  Court 
under  these  peculiar  circumstances : 

■ — -The  agent  of  lord  Keith  and  of 
the  naval  officers  and  seamen,  who 
were  employed  on  the  north  coast 
of  Spain,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Guerillas,  under  the  command  of 
sir  Home  Popham,  sir  George 
Collier,  and  admiral  Penrose  suc¬ 
cessively,  conceiving  the  present 
grant  to  be  one  of  naval  prize,  had 
paidtheper-centageon  it  (amount¬ 
ing  to  nearly  6,000/.)  into  the 
treasury  of  the  hospital.  Subse¬ 
quently,  however,  it  being  deter¬ 
mined,  in  the  case  of  the  grant 
for  the  capture  of  Genoa,  that  a 
conjunct  expedition  of  sea  and  land 
forces,  did  not  come  within  the 
limits  of  those  grants  on  which  the 
per-centage  was  payable,  it  was 
imagined  that  thq  present  case. 
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being  one  of  continued  co-opera¬ 
tion  between  tbe  army  and  navy, 
particularly  at  St.  Sebastian,  was 
also  in  the  nature  of  a  conjunct  ex¬ 
pedition.  It  was  consequently  as¬ 
sumed,  that  the  money  had  been 
paid  in  error,  and  a  monition  was 
granted  against  Greenwich  Hos¬ 
pital,  calling  upon  it  to  show  cause 
why  its  treasury  should  not  refund 
such  amount. 

Lord  Stowell  held,  that  the  pre¬ 
sent  case  did  not  come  within  the 
meaning  of  conjunct  expeditions ; 
and  that  the  per-centage  had  not 
been  paid  in  error. 

Aliens. — 1.  An  account  of  the 
number  and  names  of  persons  who 
have  been  sent  out  of  the  country, 
under  the  operation  of  the  Alien 
act,  since  its  re-enactment ;  also 
the  number  of  appeals  made  to 
the  privy  council  upon  that  sub¬ 
ject. 

Four  —  Angelo  Gentilini,  Carl 
Schroder,  Julia  Bouillinot,  the 
Abbe  Buonavista. 

Number  of  appeals  made  to  the 
privy  council : — nil. 

Whitehall,  May  2nd,  1822. 

H.  Hobhquse. 

2.  A  return  of  the  number 
of  Aliens  in  England,  made  up 
to  the  latest  period  ;  24,930. 

Whitehall,  May  8th,  1822. 

H.  Hobiiouse. 

15.  Their  royal  highnesses  the 
Crown  prince  and  princess  of  Den¬ 
mark,  and  a  numerous  suite,  ar¬ 
rived  in  four  carriages  at  No.  65, 
in  Wimpole-street.  Their  royal 
highnesses  have  declined  accepting 
the  proffers  of  his  majesty,  in  order 
to  live  as  privately  as  possible 
during  their  residence  in  this 
country. 

17-  The  duke  of  Richelieu,  the 
late  prime  minister  of  France,  has 
not  long  survived  the  loss  of  power. 
He  died  suddenly  on  his  arrival 
from  his  country  seat  of  Courted, 


on  Friday  last,  after  an  illness  of 
less  than  24  hours. 

Paris  Election. — F our  Liberal 
members,  Messrs.  Ternaux,  Gas- 
pard  Got,  De  la  Borde,  and  Tri¬ 
pier,  were  on  Friday  night  pro¬ 
claimed  deputies  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Seine,  in  opposition  to 
four  ministerial  candidates,  Messrs. 
Olivier,  Le  Brim,  Bonnet,  and 
Breton.  The  former  four  gentle¬ 
men  had  the  majority  in  four  out 
of  five  of  the  sections,  where  the 
votes  are  taken,  and  the  final  re¬ 
sult  was  a  decided  victory.  On 
the  addition  of  the  suffrages  from 
the  different  bureaux,  the  numbers 
for  the  successful  candidates  stood 
as  follows : — 

M.  Ternaux . . —  1,415 

M.  Gaspard  Got  .  1,303 

M.  De  la  Borde  .  1,212 

M.  Tripier  . 1,269 

Whde  the  defeated  candidates' 
could  only  make  up  the  following 
list : — 

M.  Olivier  .  993 

M.  Le  Brun . .  993 

M.  Bonnet  .,  — . .  982 

M.  Breton .  1,008 

18.  Bologna. — A  sudden  storm, 
which  arose  last  Saturday  at  noon, 
brought  destruction  over  fourteen 
of  the  most  fertile  communes  of 
this  province.  A  torrent  of  hail, 
of  which  the  stones  weighed  from 
six  to  nine  ounces,  broke  and  de¬ 
stroyed  every  thing  ;  the  strongest 
trees  were  stripped  of  their  foliage, 
and  the  roofs  of  the  houses  all 
dashed  to  pieces. 

20.  The  proprietors  of  the 
John  Bull  newspaper,  were  brought 
up  for  j  udgment,  for  several  libels 
on  the  late  Queen.  The  sentence 
of  the  court  was,  “  That  Thomas 
Arrowsmith  should  pay  a  fine  of 
300/. ;  and  that  W.  Shackell  and 
J.  Weaver  should  be  imprisoned 
three  months,  and  pay  a  fine  of 


88 


ANNUAL  REGISTER.  [1822. 


100/.  each ;  and  that  they  should 
find  securities.” 

22.  Execution.  —  Yesterday 
morning  an  immense  concourse  of 
persons  assembled  in  the  Old 
Bailey,  to  witness  the  execution 
of  the  following  unhappy  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  viz.  H.  J.  Naylor  and 
G.  Adams,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
house  of  Mr.  Condell,  at  Green- 
ford,  and  W.  Bartholomew  and  J. 
Close,  for  a  similar  offence  in  the 

Fortune  of  War”  public-house, 
Giltspur-street. 

At  half-past  seven  o’clock  the 
sheriffs  and  attendants  proceeded 
to  the  press-room ;  where  Naylor 
and  Adams  had  their  irons  knocked 
off*  and  were  bound.  Adams  ap¬ 
peared  firm,  resigned,  and  col¬ 
lected.  Naylor  was  deeply  de¬ 
jected,  but  composed.  Bartho¬ 
lomew  was  then  brought  in ;  he 
walked  firmly,  and,  bowing  to  the 
gentlemen  present,  acknowledged 
the  justice  of  his  sentence,  and  ob¬ 
served,  he  feared  not  to  die,  as  he 
confidently  expected  mercy  through 
the  Saviour  of  mankind.  Close 
was  then  brought  in  ;  he  looked 
wildly  round,  and  asked  for  his 
wife  :  this  poor  man  was  obliged 
to  be  held,  before  he  would  permit 
his  irons  to  be  struck  off.  Every 
preparation  being  finished,  the 
procession  moved  towards  the 
gallows.  Adams  first  ascended  the 
scaffold  with  a  firm  step,  attended 
by  the  rev.  Mr.  Cotton ;  the 
other  culprits  were  attended  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Baker  and  the  sheriffs 
chaplains,  one  of  whom  read  the 
service  in  the  lobby  ;  the  wretch¬ 
ed  man.  Close,  manifested  great 
agitation,  and  stared  wildly  around, 
exclaiming,  “  Where’s  my  wife? 
— Let  me  see  my  poor  dear 
wife !  ”  &c.  He  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty  kept  from  disturbing  the 
other  prisoners.  Naylor  ascended 
the  platform  with  an  unsteady 


step.  Bartholomew  conducted  him¬ 
self  with  the  utmost  firmness,  and 
bowed  to  the  multitude.  Close  was 
carried  up  by  two  men  ;  he  twice 
fell  on  his  knees,  and  was  obliged 
to  be  supported  on  the  scaffold.  A 
few  minutes  after  eight,  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  execution  being 
complete,  the  platform  fell,  and  the 
unhappy  men  were  launched  into 
eternity. 

24.  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
—  Seduction.  —  Gwynne  v.  Jen~ 
kins.  —  This  was  an  action  to  re¬ 
cover  damages  from  the  defendant, 
for  the  seduction  of  the  plaintiff’s 
daughter. 

Serjeant  Lens  stated,  that  the 
plaintiff,  having  been  left  a  widow 
with  three  daughters  and  a  son, 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  small 
public  house,  at  Meldreth,  about 
10  miles  from  Cambridge.  This 
business,  however,  not  being 
adequate  to  their  support,  the 
plaintiff  found  it  necessary  to 
remove  to  Cambridge  for  the 
purpose  of  making  greater  efforts, 
leaving  her  family  and  the  public 
house,  under  the  management 
of  her  father  and  mother-in- 
law,  during  her  absence.  Susan¬ 
nah  Sophia  Gwynne,  the  eldest 
daughter,  was  then  but  16  years 
of  age.  The  defendant  was  a  me¬ 
dical  man  of  about  30  years  of  age, 
and  professionally  attended  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  it  was  at  Meldreth,  in 
the  absence  of  the  mother,  that  he 
broke  the  confidence  reposed  hi 
him,  and  took  advantage  of  the 
weakness  of  the  child.  This  in¬ 
tercourse  took  place  in  1820.  The 
unfortunate  young  woman  could 
not  long  conceal  the  consequences. 
She  was  delivered  of  a  child  in  the 
following  year.  The  learned  Ser¬ 
jeant  was  proceeding  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  defendant  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  daughter,  in  which 
he  stated  that  he  could  not  fulfil 
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Ms  promise  of  marriage  to  her,  when, 

Serjeant  Vaughan  objected  to 
the  letter  being  put  in  in  evidence, 
as  it  was  decided,  that  no  proof  of 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage 
could  be  put  in  against  a  defendant 
in  a  case  of  seduction. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  declared 
the  letter,  containing  evidence  of  a 
breach  of  promise  of  marriage,  to  be 
inadmissible,  as  that  might  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  separate  action. 

T.  Cheshunt,  the  brother  of  the 
plaintiff,  said,  that  plaintiff  had 
been  left  a  widow  eight  years  ago, 
with  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
Witness  received  and  maintained 
one  of  the  daughters  ;  the  widow 
removed  to  Cambridge,  leaving 
Susannah  and  the  other  children 
under  the  care  of  their  grandfather, 
until  1820.  Susannah  is  now  be¬ 
tween  18  and  19  years  of  age. 
Knew  the  defendant^  who  was  at 
that  time  assistant  to  a  Mr.  Crisp, 
and  visited  the  family  profes¬ 
sionally.  First  received  intima¬ 
tion  of  the  pregnancy  of  Susannah 
in  J ftnuary,  1821,  but,  previously  to 
that  time,  he  had  observed  that  Mr. 
Jenkins  paid  marked  attentions  to 
her.  Upon  learning  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  had  taken  place, 
witness  wrote  to  defendant  to 
come  forward  and  give  an  expla¬ 
nation  of  his  conduct  and  inten¬ 
tions  ;  and,  in  answer,  received 
two  letters,  appointing  interviews, 
wMch,  however,  he  did  not  keep. 
After  some  further  correspondence, 
defendant  sent  a  letter,  which  was 
here  put  in  and  read.  It  stated  in 
effect,  that  defendant  would  no 
more  make  his  appearance  at  Mel- 
dreth,  where  the  matter,  which  he 
understood  was  to  have  been  kept 
secret,  had  been  disclosed  by 
Harriet  Gwynne,  one  of  the 
sisters  ;  that  his  friends  had  de¬ 
serted  him,  and,  in  his  unfortunate 
situation,  he  could  no  longer  think 


of  marrying  Susannah,  but  should 
leave  that  quarter  and  go  to  the 
West  of  England.  In  conclusion, 
he  declared  solemnly,  that  he  could 
be  no  more  seen  at  Meldreth. 
Witness  added,  that  he  had  before 
obtained  an  interview  with  the 
defendant,  at  which  the  latter  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  certainly  meant  to 
marry  her,  for  it  was  with  honour¬ 
able  views  the  intercourse  had 
been  carried  on.  Witness  believed 
Susannah  to  have  been  a  most 
strictly  virtuous  girl,  before  her 
intercourse  with  the  defendant. 

Susannah  Gwynne,  the  unfor- 
fortunate  daughter  of  the  plaintiff, 
was  then  called.  She  was  brought 
into  court  in  the  arms  of  her  bro¬ 
ther.  She  appeared  to  be  in  the 
last  stage  of  a  decline.  Upon  the 
appearance  of  so  deplorable  an 
object,  there  was  an  expression  of 
great  compassion  in  the  court.  She 
was  the  wreck  of  a  rural  beauty. 

She  stated,  that  she  had  known 
the  defendant  upwards  of  two 
years,  and  was  living  with  her 
mother,  when  she  first  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him.  He  used  to 
call  very  frequently  to  attend  her 
brother,  during  whose  illness  she 
was  herself  unwell,  and  defendant 
also  attended  her.  It  was  in 
winter,  when  her  mother  was  at 
Cambridge,  that  he  came  to  attend 
witness  in  her  bed-room,  to  which 
she  was  confined.  For  some  months 
before  this,  they  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  he  had  introduced  him¬ 
self  as  wishing  to  pay  his  addresses 
to  her,  and  it  was  on  these  terms 
that  they  had  been  previously  ac¬ 
quainted.  On  one  particular  occa¬ 
sion,  whilst  she  was  confined  to 
her  bed,  he  accomplished  his 
wishes.  The  intercourse  went  on 
from  time  to  time  afterwards 
against  her  inclination,  as  he  told 
her,  that,  if  she  did  not  submit,  he- 
would  never  marry  her  j  but  if 
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she  did,  lie  certainly  Would.  A 
child  born  in  May  last  was  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  intercourse.  The 
defendant  continued  to  visit  her 
after  that  period. 

The  witness,  on  her  cross-exa¬ 
mination  by  serjeant  Vaughan, 
positively  swore,  that  she  never  had 
any  intimacy  with  any  man  before 
the  defendant.  Her  brother  sur¬ 
prised  them  on  the  first  occasion. 
Her  mother  was  not  informed,  as 
the  defendant  desired  it  might  be 
kept  a  secret  from  her,  and  she  also 
begged  her  brother  not  to  disclose 
it.  It  was  not  till  after  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  that  her  mother  was  in¬ 
formed  of  it.  The  defendant  con¬ 
tinued  to  visit  her  with  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  brother,  but  was  not 
allowed  to  attend  her  in  her  bed¬ 
room  alone.  The  names  of  Course, 
Hawkes,  and  Pennington,  were 
mentioned  to  her  as  persons  with 
whom  she  had  improper  inter¬ 
course  ;  she  declared,  she  had  only 
known  them  as  visitors  at  her  mo¬ 
ther’s  house. 

Serjeant  Vaughan  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  called  Thomas  Hawkes, 
of  Meldreth.  He  remembered 
seeing  John  Course  at  Mr. 
Gwynne’s  house,  about  four  or 
five  years  since,  on  a  particular 
day,  when  he  went  to  meet  a 
friend.  Fie  tried  to  get  In,  but  he 
found  the  door  fastened.  He 
afterwards  went  to  the  window  of 
the  kitchen,  and  saw  John  Course 
and  Susannah  Sophia  Gwynne, 
sitting  on  his  knee,  with  her  arms 
round  his  neck.  Witness  added, 
that  he  went  away  from  the 
window,  but  before  he  had  left  the 
place,  he  saw  John  Course  quit  the 
house  by  running  out  at  the  back 
door. 

Cross  -  examined  by  serjeant 
Lens. — The  window  of  the  kitchen 
looked  into  the  road,  from  which 
the  passengers  might  see  into  it. 


This  took  place  at  3  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  He  never  communi¬ 
cated  it  to  any  of  the  family. 

John  Course  deposed,  that  he 
had  known  the  plaintiff’s  daughter 
from  her  infancy,  and  was  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  the  public-house. 
The  daughter  was  in  the  habit  of 
calling  very  frequently  at  his 
house  to  see  his  sister.  He  swore 
that  he  had  had  criminal  inter¬ 
course  with  her  3  or  4  years  ago, 
and  she  was  always  the  first  to 
make  advances.  He  swore  that  on 
the  particular  occasion  spoken  of 
by  the  last  witness,  he  was  in  the 
situation  described.  He  had  never 
promised  to  marry  her,  nor  had  she 
ever  asked  him  such  a  thing.  He 
could  not  avoid  her,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  the  connexion  until  he  was 
married  himself. 

Cross  -  examined  bv  serjeant 
Lens. — The  interval,  during  which 
the  connexion  was  carried  on,  was 
about  two  months.  Defendant 
was  married  about  a  year  since, 
and  he  now  carries  on  business  at 
Meldreth. 

William  Course,  brother  to  the 
last  witness,  swore,  that  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  daughter,  Susannah,  used  to 
visit  them  at  their  house,  which 
was  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
public  house.  She  used  to  stay 
until  after  dark,  and  when  she 
was  afraid,  or  said  she  was  afraid, 
witness  used  to  accompany  her 
home.  On  one  Sunday  evening 
he  called  at  the  public  house,  when 
Susannah  was  alone  in  the  house, 
and  he  took  with  her  what  liber¬ 
ties  he  pleased. 

Cross-examined. — Perhaps  you’ll 
do  us  the  favour  to  tell  us,  where 
you  have  been  for  the  last  three 
years,  that  you  have  been  absent 
from  Meldreth  ? 

Witness. — That  question  is  an 
unfair  one  :  I  won’t  answer  it. 

William  Pennington  swore,  that 
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Susannah  and  he  had  been  upon 
the  most  intimate  terms. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  stated 
to  the  jury.,  that  there  had  been  no 
evidence  whatever  of  connivance 
upon  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  who 
had  sustained  from  the  defendant 
one  of  the  deepest  injuries.  He 
asked  them,  whether  they  could 
believe  one  word  from  the  mouths 
of  the  fellows  who  had  come  for¬ 
ward  for  the  defendant,  with  such 
wicked  haste  to  publish  their  own 
shame ;  and  recommended,  that 
damages  should  be  given,  such  as 
would  not  go  the  whole  length  of 
ruining  the  defendant. 

The  jury  put  a  question  with 
regard  to  the  property  of  the  de¬ 
fendant. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said, 
that  no  evidence  had  been  given 
to  prove  that  he  had  any. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  — 
Damages  150/. 

25.  Arrived  at  Blackwall  from 
India,  on  Saturday,  in  the  ship 
Linoch,  his  highness  prince  Nawah 
Meer  Shaw  Rhan,  son  of  the 
king  of  Delhi.  His  highness, 
with  two  of  the  principal  ladies  of 
his  harem,  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  Plough  tavern,  there  to  re¬ 
main,  until  his  arrival  can  be  pro¬ 
perly  acknowledged  by  govern¬ 
ment.  Every  attempt,  during  the 
voyage,  and  since  his  arrival,  by 
gentlemen  to  see  the  women,  has 
been  abortive.  The  ladies,  who 
have  been  admitted,  describe  them 
as  low  in  stature,  pitted  with  the 
small-pox,  and  very  uninteresting. 

Storm.  —  The  metropolis  and 
its  environs  were  visited  with  a 
tremendous  storm.  At  Kensing¬ 
ton,  the  lace  manufactorv  had 
nearly  all  the  windows  broken, 
and  a  quantity  of  valuable  lace 
destroyed.  Twelve  hundred 
squares  of  glass  are  said  to  have 
been  demolished  in  one  nursery- 


ground,  and  fifteen  hundred 
squares  broken  in  Kensington- 
palace  gardens ;  besides  several 
other  instances  of  its  destructive 
effects  in  that  vicinity. 

2?.  Mr.  Denman  began  his 
career  as  common  serjeant  this 
day,  with  trying  the  unnamed 
servant  of  a  bookseller,  for  selling 
a  seditious  and  irreligious  book- 
The  man  having  been  found 
Guilty ,  Mr.  Denman  sentenced 
him  to  eighteen  months  imprison¬ 
ment,  and  to  find  security  for  five 
years. 

Riotous  Mob.-— This  evening 
an  alarming  riot  took  place  in 
Great  Peter-street,  Westminster, 
and  the  places  adjacent.  It  ori¬ 
ginated  in  a  quarrel  among  some 
Irish  people  of  the  lowest  class,  in 
a  public-house,  the  Duke’s  Head, 
in  Peter-street,  from  whence  they 
turned  into  the  street.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  minutes,  upwards 
of  200  persons  assembled,  armed 
with  every  description  of  weapons, 
and  a  general  affray  commenced. 
The  police  of  Queen-square  office, 
having  received  information  of  the 
outrage,  proceeded  to  the  spot, 
re-inforced  by  a  strong  party  of 
the  Bow-street  patrol,  and  the 
Thames  police,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  sir  R.  Birnie.  After  a 
very  prolonged  and  determined 
resistance,  the  rioters  were  driven 
into  the  houses,  and  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  police  officers  armed 
with  cutlasses  and  pistols :  se¬ 
veral  of  the  officers  were  very 
severely  beaten,  and  much  injured 
by  stones,  &c.  being  thrown  on 
them  from  the  windows. 

Bow  street. — On  Saturday  a 
young  lady  of  fashionable  exterior, 
and  possessing  considerable  per¬ 
sonal  beauty,  calling  herself  Donna 
Carolina  Isabella  Isidora  de  Reve- 
ley  ax,  countess  de  Chantal,  but 
whose  real  name  was  said  to  be 
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Caroline  Riley,  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  sir  Richard  Bimie,  and  un¬ 
derwent  a  long  examination  on  a 
charge  of  fraud,  preferred  against 
her  at  the  instance  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  of  Foreigners  in  distress. 

About  three  years  ago,  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  introduced  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  “  Friends  of  Foreigners 
in  distress”  by  Mr.  Charles  Murray, 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Association,  as  the  countess 
de  Chantal,  a  lady  whose  misfor¬ 
tunes  gave  her  a  peculiar  claim  to 
their  charitable  consideration.  Her 
story  was  as  follows  : — 

She  was  the  daughter  of  the 
marquis  de  Reveleyaz,  a  Spanish 
nobleman  of  high  distinction,  who, 
when  she  was  an  infant,  was  or¬ 
dered  by  the  government  of  Spain, 
to  take  the  command  of  an  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Philippine  Islands. 
Previously  to  his  departure,  he  sold 
all  his  estates  (such,  she  said,  was 
the  custom  of  the  country),  and 
having  converted  the  whole  of  his 
property  into  money,  he  sailed 
with  the  expedition,  taking  her 
with  him,  and  a  Madame  Beau- 
chine,  a  French  lady,  as  her  gou- 
vernante.  Her  father  died  at  the 
Philippines,  having  consigned  her, 
together  with  the  whole  of  his  pro¬ 
perty  for  her  benefit,  to  the  care 
of  a  man,  who  had  long  been  his 
intimate  friend,  with  directions  to 
return  with  her  to  Europe.  This 
man  soon  afterwards  embarked 
with  her  and  Madame  Beauchine, 
as  she  supposed,  for  Spain,  but  by 
some  unaccountable  circumstance 
or  other  they  got  off  the  coast  of 
the  Netherlands,  where  they  were 
cast  ashore  in  a  gale  of  wind  ;  her 
guardian  made  his  escape  with  her 
property,  and  she  and  Madame 
were  left  in  a  strange  country 
without  a  shilling  or  a  friend  in 
the  world.  They,  however,  made 
their  way  to  France,  where  Ma¬ 


dame  had  some  property,  and  there 
she  (Donna  Carolina)  was  placed 
in  a  convent.  She  was  urged  to 
take  the  veil,  but  refused ;  and  be¬ 
fore  she  had  been  many  months  an 
inmate  of  the  gloomy  residence, 
she  became  acquainted  with  the 
count  de  Chantal,  who  fell  in  love 
with  and  married  her.  They  had 
not  been  long  married,  when  Buo¬ 
naparte  returned  from  Elba ;  and 
the  -count,  who  was  warmly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Bourbon  family,  de¬ 
termined  to  espouse  their  cause. 
He  did  so,  and  employed  himself  so 
actively  and  conspicuously  in  their 
behalf,  as  to  draw  down  upon  him¬ 
self  the  vengeance  of  Buonaparte, 
who,  when  he  resumed  the  imperial 
functions,  caused  him  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  and  executed  as  a  traitor. 
Being  thus  once  more  cast  upon 
the  world,  she  again  took  refuge  in 
a  convent,  and  placed  her  jewels, 
which  were  of  great  value,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Superior,  where  she 
thought  they  would  be  perfectly 
secure.  In  a  very  short  time  after- 
wards,Buonaparte  returned  toParis, 
and  he  issued  an  edict,  commanding 
all  foreigners  forthwith  to  quit  the 
country ;  but  she  was  told,  she 
might  remain,  if  she  consented  to 
take  the  veiL  This  she  refused  to 
do,  and  demanded  her  jewels,  but 
the  Superior  refused  to  restore 
them,  alleging  that  they  had  been, 
or  were  to  be,  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  convent.  She  remon¬ 
strated  ;  the  Superior  was  firm  in 
her  refusal  ,*  and,  the  edict  being 
imperative,  she  was  obliged  to  quit 
France  in  poverty.  Having  in  her 
earlier  days  learned  embroidery  as 
an  accomplishment,  she  thought 
she  could  turn  it  to  account  in  this 
country,  and  therefore  came  to 
England  and  settled  in  the  metro¬ 
polis.  Her  new  occupation,  how¬ 
ever,  was  insufficient  to  support 
her  entirely,  and  she  was  under  the 
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necessity  of  seeking  assistance  from 
the  societ}^ 

It  was  stated,  that,  in  the  three 
years  she  had  been  in  England, 
she  had  continually  received  money 
from  the  society,  and  had  gotten 
herself  introduced  to  many  persons 
of  distinction,  who,  compassionating 
her  supposed  misfortunes,  made 
subscriptions  for  her.  But  within 
the  last  few  weeks,  circumstances 
were  discovered,  which  left  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  society,  that  they  had 
been  imposed  upon. 

Mr.  Buckle,  a  dentist,  of  Cowes, 
Isle  of  Wight,  swore,  that  he  had 
known  the  defendant  for  nine 
years  and  a  half,  that  she  was  an 
English  woman  to  the  best  of  his 
belief,  and  that  her  name  was  Ca¬ 
roline  Riley.  He  had  had  the 
honour  of  drawing  three  of  her 
teeth ;  she  had  visited  at  his 
house,  and  was  well-known  to  his 
wife  and  mother-in-law,  who  both 
swore  to  her  identity. 

Another  witness  deposed  to  the 
same  effect. 

The  defendant,  who  affected  not 
to  understand  English,  and  there¬ 
fore  was  provided  with  an  inter¬ 
preter,  denied  the  charge  of  impo¬ 
sition,  and  persisted  in  the  truth  of 
her  story.  She  declared  most  firmly, 
that  she  never  was  at  the  Isle  of 
Wight  in  her  life,  and  that  she  never 
saw  either  Mr.  Buckle  or  any  of 
his  family  before. 

That  gentleman  persisted  with 
equal  firmness  in  his  declaration, 
and  evinced  no  small  degree  of  as¬ 
tonishment  at  the  pertinacity,  with 
which  she  denied  all  knowledge  of 
him. 

In  the  course  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion,  which  lasted  nearly  the  whole 
morning,  the  defendant  addressed 
sir  Richard  Birnie  several  times  in 
broken  English,  calling  him  Ser 
Reeshard  ;  but  it  happened,  very 


unfortunately,  that  upon  something 
being  said  of  her  which  appeared 
to  excite  her  indignation,  she  sud¬ 
denly  exclaimed  ((  Sir  Richard,  I 
never  did  any  such  thing  !”  in  as 
plain,  good,  and  well-spoken  Eng¬ 
lish,  as  could  issue  from  the  mouth 
of  the  most  thorough-bred  Eng¬ 
lishwoman.  The  effect  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ludicrous. 

Monsieur  Delaporte,  a  French¬ 
man,  who  appeared  warmly  inter¬ 
ested  in  her  behalf,  and  another 
gentleman,  entered  into  recog¬ 
nizances  for  her  appearance  on  a 
future  day,  and  she  was  allowed  to 
go  at  large. 

On  a  subsequent  day  the  exami¬ 
nation  was  renewed. 

Mr.  Murray  stated,  that  in  a 
note  which  accompanied  the  me¬ 
morial,  containing  the  relation  of 
her  supposed  misfortunes,  she  re¬ 
ferred  to  his  royal  highness  the 
duke  of  Gloucester,  the  patron  of 
the  society,  as  the  only  person  to 
whom  she  was  known  in  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Murray)  having 
made  inquiries,  was  induced  to  re¬ 
commend  her,  at  the  instance  either 
of  colonel  Higgins  or  major  Currie 
of  his  royal  highness’s  establish¬ 
ment.  She,  in  consequence,  was 
called  upon  by  the  clerk  and  re¬ 
lieved.  Her  memorial  was  signed 
“  Caroline  I.  I.  de  Reveleyaz,  vis- 
comtesse  de  Chantal,”  and  in  it  she 
declared  she  never  was  in  this 
country  until  1817*  It  was  dated 
July,  1819* 

A  young  lady,  whose  name  was 
not  asked,  but  who  came  with  Mr. 
Buckle,  the  dentist,  and  his  wife 
and  mother,  here  looked  at  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  said  she  knew  her 
perfectly  well.  Witness  went  to 
school  at  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight, 
some  time  ago,  and  the  defendant 
was  there  as  a  teacher.  She  called 
herself  at  that  time  Madame  de 
Chantal,  and  taught  French, 
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Mr.  Murray  asked  M.  Dela- 
porte,  if  he  had  ever  seen  any  do¬ 
cuments  respecting  the  defendant’s 
family,  or  that  of  the  count  de 
Chantal  ? 

M.  Delaporte  said  he  had  not, 
but  he  had  seen  a  document,  which 
convinced  him,  she  had  been  in  a 
convent  in  France,  in  the  year  1816. 

The  defendant  said,  the  only 
proofs,  she  had  in  her  possession, 
were  some  seals  impressed  with  the 
arms  of  the  two  families.  All  her 
other  vouchers  were  lost. 

The  defendant  was  here  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  address  Mr.  Murray  in 
French,  when  he  told  her  he  un¬ 
derstood  she  could  speak  English 
extremely  well,  and  he  could  un¬ 
derstand  her  English,  he  was  sure, 
much  better  than  her  French. 

The  defendant  said,  she  could  ac¬ 
count  for  this.  She  was  taught 
English  when  she  was  seven  years 
old  by  a  clergyman  of  the  esta¬ 
blished  church  of  this  country,  and 
she  had  practised  it  for  the  last  five 
'  years  constantly.  (She  still  affected 
a  foreign  accent).  She  denied, 
that  she  had  ever  received  relief 
from  any  other  society  than  the 
one  in  question,  and  she  thought 
she  had  a  right  as  a  foreigner  to 
appeal  to  it.  She  worked  as  much 
as  she  could  at  embroidery,  and  had 
the  honour  of  being  employed 
by  the  family  of  chief  baron  Ri¬ 
chards,  and  other  persons  of  rank. 
She  persisted,  that  ah  she  had  said 
was  true,  and  put  a  paper  into  Mr. 
Murray’s  hands  which  she  said  she 
wrote  herself,  and  asked  him,  with 
a  confident  air,  if  that  was  the 
writing  of  a  foreigner,  or  an  Eng¬ 
lishwoman.  This  document  was 
written  in  F rench,  and  had  all  the 
appearance  of  being  written  by  a 
foreigner. 

Mr.  Murray  remarked,  that  there 
was  no  proof  of  its  having  been 
written  by  her. 


Sir  R.  Birnie  said,  she  stated  in 
her  memorial  that  she  was  married 
in  1814,  and  asked  Mr.  Buckle,  if 
she  was  then  at  the  Isle  of  Wight  ? 

Mr.  Buckle  said,  she  most  cer¬ 
tainly  was.  She  did  go  to  France 
for  two  years  after  that,  and  was 
there  when  Buonaparte  returned 
from  Elba  ;  and  he  never  had  any 
reason  to  doubt,  that  she  might  have 
had  some  acquaintance  with  a  count 

jL. 

de  Chantal. 

Sir  R.  Birnie. — Now,  madam, 
you  have  heard  all  that  has  been 
said  about  you,  can  you  make  any 
answer  to  it  ?  Can  you  say  any 
thing  in  answer  to  what  has  been 
stated  by  Mr.  Buckle  and  his  fa¬ 
mily  ? 

Defendant.  —  I  appear  before 
you,  Ser  Reeshard,  as  an  orphan,  a 
widow,  and  a  foreigner,  and  I 
claim  protection  at  your  hands  as 
an  honourable  English  magistrate. 
She  was  going  on  to  relate  her 
story,  when 

Sir  R.  Birnie  said,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  heard  the  whole  of  your  tale. 

I  only  want  to  know,  if  you  can 
contradict  what  has  been  stated? 
Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  ever  see 
Mr.  Buckle  or  the  other  witnesses 
before  ? 

Defendant. — I  never  did.  I 
never  could  hold  any  situation  be- 
cause  of  ill  health,  but  I  have  given 
lessons. 

The  witnesses  lifted  up  their 
eyes  in  astonishment  at  this  decla¬ 
ration. 

She  was  asked,  what  was  the 
name  of  the  vessel  she  came  in  from 
Philippine  Islands  ? 

She  said  she  did  not  know.  The 
following  dialogue  ensued  : — 

Where  did  you  land,  when  you 
came  to  England  ? — At  Harwich. 

At  wiiat  port  in  France  did  you 
embark  ? — At  Dieppe. 

In  a  regular  packet  Yes,  I 
believe  so.  - 
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If  you  came  to  this  country  as  a 
foreigner,  you,  of  course,  gave  no™ 
tice  of  your  arrival  at  the  Alien- 
office  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

How  was  that  ? — I  do  not  know. 
I  believe  it  was  because  I  was  ill. 

Had  you  any  paper  given  to  you, 
or  did  you  present  any  when  you 
landed  ?— -No. 

Why,  you  were  subject  to  a 
heavy  penalty,  for  not  giving  notice 
to  the  Alien-office. — I  did  not  know 
that. 

How  is  it  that  the  packet  came 
to  Harwich  from  Dieppe?  That 
is  a  very  unusual  course. — I  do  not 
know. 

Sir  R.  Birnie  said. — You  are  a 
female,  and  perhaps  friendless,  and 
therefore  the  society  do  not  mean 
to  prosecute  you.  They  wish, 
however,  that  it  should  be  known, 
that  any  persons,  foreign  or  Eng¬ 
lish,  who  in  future  attempt  to  im¬ 
pose  upon  them,  will  not  be  so 
leniently  dealt  with.  Be  cautious 
in  your  conduct  henceforth — take 
my  advice,  “  Go,  and  sin  no  more.” 

The  defendant  thanked  sir  Ri¬ 
chard  in  French,  and,  making  a 
profound  courtesy,  withdrew. 

Trade  with  China.  —  This 
morning,  George  Adams,  esq. 
purser  of  the  hon.  East  India 
company’s  ship  Farquharson,  land¬ 
ed  at  Weymouth  from  China,  after 
a  passage  of  one  hundred  and  seven¬ 
teen  days,  charged  with  official 
dispatches  to  the  directors  of  the 
honourable  East  India  Company, 
stating,  that  his  majesty’s  ship 
Topaze,  captain  Richardson,  while 
anchored  off  Lintin,  sent  a  party 
of  men  on  shore  to  procure  wrater : 
they  quarrelled  with  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  assembled  to  the 
number  of  nearly  three  hundred. 
Captain  Richardson  being  absent 
from  the  ship,  the  first  lieutenant, 
perceiving  the  danger  his  party 


were  in,  gave  orders  to  fire  from 
the  ship,  to  cover  their  retreat  ; 
the  result  was,  that  one  native 
was  killed  and  five  wounded,  one 
of  whom  is  since  dead ;  fourteen  of 
the  crew  of  the  Topaze  were 
wounded.  Captain  Richardson  hav¬ 
ing  refused  to  give  up  his  men 
who  killed  the  Chinese,  an  edict, 
dated  December  31,  1821,  was 
issued,  prohibiting  all  trade  with 
England.  Commercial  people  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  English,  and  ail 
resident  agents,  were  ordered  to 
quit  the  country  immediately,  only 
allowing  the  ships  six  months  pro¬ 
visions.  One  ship  only,  which  had 
completed  her  cargo,  and  had  her 
passport  signed,  was  allowed  to 
proceed ;  all  the  others  were  to  de¬ 
part  without  their  cargoes. 

On  the  4th  of  January  all  the 
hon.  company’s  treasure  was  shipped 
at  Canton  in  the  boats  of  the  fleet, 
and  put  on  board  the  Waterloo.  On 
the  8th,  all  British  subjects  were 
recommended  to  quit  Canton  and 
Macao,  and  the  lion,  company’s 
ships  Windsor  and  Farquharson 
were  dispatched  to  Macao  to  afford 
shelter  and  protection  to  those  who 
chose  to  embark  ;  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  all  the  British  in  Macao  em¬ 
barked  on  the  10th.  On  that  day, 
the  president  of  the  factory  hauled 
down  the  British  Union,  and,  car¬ 
rying  it  with  him,  accompanied  by 
the  other  gentlemen  and  the  com¬ 
manders  of  the  hon.  company’s 
ships,  proceeded  to  Wampoa,  and 
on  the  following  day  sailed  for 
Second  Bar.  Pilots  were  refused 
to  all  the  company’s,  ships. 

During  the  stay  of  the  fleet  at 
Second  bar,  the  select  committee 
had  several  communications  with 
the  Chinese  government,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Hong  mer¬ 
chants,  but  all  to  no  purpose. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  whilst 
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liis  majesty’s  frigate  Topa ze,  and 
the  company’s  ships  Windsor  and 
F arquharson,  and  several  country 
ships  were  lying  at  Inn  tin,  dis¬ 
patches  were  received  from  the  se¬ 
lect  committee,  and  in  half  an  hour 
after,  all  the  ships  weighed  under 
orders  of  the  frigate,  and  stood  to¬ 
wards  the  forts  of  Bocca  Tigris ;  it 
was  then  understood,  the  fleet  was 
to  pass  through.  When  the  fri¬ 
gate  hove  in  sight  of  the  forts, 
they  fired  a  few  shots,  as  did  the 
war  junks,  which  were  collected  in 
great  numbers ;  but  they  were 
soon  silenced  by  a  shot  from  the 
bow  guns  of  the  Topaze,  and  all 
the  junks  weighed  and  sailed  in 
different  directions. 

On  the  25th  of  January  the 
fleets  passed  the  forts  of  Bocca 
Tigris  in  line  of  battle,  and  anchored 
at  Chuenpee. 

The  Hong  merchants  came  to 
Chuenpee  on  the  29th  of  Jan.  and 
departed  on  the  following  day,  to  re¬ 
turn  as  soon  as  possible  with  the 
result  of  an  interview  which  they 
anticipated  the  viceroy  would  give 
them.  Matters  had  assumed  a  most 
serious  appearance,  and  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  immediately  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  management  of  the 
negociations,  that  no  amicable  ad¬ 
justment  would  take  place.  The 
boats  of  the  fleet  were  employed  in 
discharging  to  the  several  ships,  in 
portions,  the  cargo  of  the  country 
ship  Susan  (which  had  been 
freighted  by  the  Bengal  government 
to  China  with  cotton),  and  also  in 
loading  the  hon.  company’s  ship 
Kent  with  teas  from  the  other 
ships,  that  had  received  some  part 
of  their  cargoes  on  board,  before 
the  rupture  took  place. 

On  the  day  the  Farquharson 
left  China,  a  copy  of  an  edict,  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Chinese  by  the 
Portuguese  governor  of  Macao, 


had  been  transmitted  to  Chuenpee, 
requiring  the  immediate  departure 
from  Macao  of  all  British  subjects. 

The  edicts  of  the  viceroy  of 
Canton  were  full  of  repetitions  of 
the  argument  that  “  the  English 
Richardson’s  ship  of  war”  (as  the 
Topaze  was  styled),  having  been 
employed  to  convoy  the  trade, 
ought  to  be  altogether  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  company’s  ships.  An 
offer  was  made  to  collect  the  Chinese 
present  at  the  affray,  and  give  the 
English  an  opportunity  of  selecting 
those  by  whom  any  of  them  were 
wounded ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  was  required,  that  one  of  the 
British  crew  should  be  given  up  to 
be  tried  and  punished,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  general  rule 
in  China,  that  ec  he  who  kills  a  man 
shall  forfeit  his  life.”  This  was  the 
general  substance  of  the  answers 
to  the  applications  of  i(  the  Eng¬ 
lish  chief  and  his  colleagues.”  The 
edict,  dated  the  l6th  of  Jan.  con¬ 
cluded  thus : — 

“  I  now  hereby  order  the  Hong 
merchants  to  enjoin  my  orders  on 
the  said  chief  and  his  colleagues, 
and  say,  since  the  foreigners  in  the 
said  ship  of  war  of  the  said  nation, 
within  our  territory,  caused  the 
death  of  natives,  the  murderer  or 
murderers  who  killed  the  people  is 
or  are  in  the  said  ship  of  war,  and, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  celes¬ 
tial  empire,  it  is  incumbent  to 
bring  forward  the  parties,  try, 
judge,  and  punish  them  at  the 
place  where  the  crimes  were  com¬ 
mitted.  Since  the  said  naval  officer 
knows  this  is  an  affair  of  import¬ 
ance,  he  ought,  forthwith,  to  take 
the  murderers  and  deliver  them  up, 
nor  can  he  succeed  in  making  pre-. 
texts  of  returning  home  and  de¬ 
parting  to  the  said  country. 

“  Let  the  Hong  merchants  im¬ 
mediately  communicate  my  orders 
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to  the  chief  and  the  others,  saying 
that  their  minds  may  be  perfectly 
quiet,  and  they  may,  in  the  first 
place,  return  to  the  foreign  facto¬ 
ries,  and,  at  the  same  time,  address 
themselves  to  the  naval  officer  of 
the  said  country,  telling  and  com¬ 
manding  him  to  deliver  up  the 
foreign  murderers,  for  he  is  not 
again  permitted  with  empty  words 
to  annoy  by  statements.  As  for 
the  rest,  obey  former  edicts,  and 
manage  according  to  the  tenor 
thereof.” 

It  was  believed  that  the  Chinese 
had  been  influenced  in  this  affair, 
in  some  measure,  by  the  success  of 
their  demand  upon  the  Americans 
in  October  last,  when  a  foreign 
sailor  under  that  flag  was  given  up 
for  the  alleged  murder  of  a  woman, 
and,  after  a  mock  trial  at  Canton, 
was  cruelly  put  to  death. 

The  Topaze  having  departed, 
the  whole  affair  was  amicably 
settled,  and  in  the  course  of 
February,  the  trade  was  re-opened 
and  placed  on  its  former  footing. 

31.  Statistics  of  Spain. — In 
the  “Universal”  (Madrid  paper)  of 
this  date,  the  following  statement 
is  given  of  the  present  population 
of  the  respective  provinces  into 
which  Spain  was  divided  by  the 
Cortes  in  1821  : — 

Provinces. 


Provinces.  Population * 

Cordova  .  337,265 

Corunna  .  357,970 

Cuenca .  296,650 

Gerona . . —  191,243 

Granada  . 346,984 

Guadalaxar'a .  222,655 

Huelva .  139,817 

Huesca .  182,845 

Jaen  . 274,930 

Jativa  . .  161,257 

Leon . 180,567 

Lerida  .  136,560 

Logrono  . 184,217 

Lugo . 253,708 

Madrid .  290,495 

Malaga .  290,324 

Murcia . 252,058 

Orense  . 300,870 

Oviedo  .  367,501 

Palencia  .  128,697 

Palma  . .  207,7 65 

Pamplona .  1 95,4 1 6 

Salamanca .  226,882 

Santander . *. .  1 75, 1 52 

San  Sebastian  . 104,789 

Saragossa  .  315,111 

Segovia . 145,985 

Seville  .  358,811 

Soria .  105,108 

Tarragona .  194,782 

Teruel  . 105,191 

Toledo  .  3 02,470 

Valencia  . .  346,166 

Valladolid . 175,100 

Villafranca  .  . .  86,385 


Vol.  LXIV. 


Population. 

Vigo . 

.  327,848 

...  249,692 

Vittoria . 

.  77,465 

...  198,762 

Zamora . . . 

.  142,385 

...  113,135 

...  301,225 

11,248,026 

...  353,206 

...  104,186 

— v~  **  \ - - - - - — ^ — *“ 

JUNE. 

...  1 99,205 

At  the  fete  lately  given  in  the 

...  105,947 

Opera  house  for  the  relief  of  the 

...  188,079 

distressed  Irish, 

the  celebrated 

traveller  Belzoni 

was  exposed  to 

...  296,525 

seme  very  rude 

treatment.  He 
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gives  an  account  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  transaction  in  the 
following  letter. 

11  As  a  traveller,  and  one  who 
wishes  to  see  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  manners  and  splendor  of 
civilized  nations,  as  well  as  the  cus¬ 
toms  and  slavery  of  the  half-wild 
ones,  I  considered  the  ball  given 
last  Thursday  at  the  King’s  Theatre 
for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  Irish, 
one  of  the  best  opportunities  that 
chance  could  afford  me,  to  behold 
an  assembly  of  the  beauty  and 
magnificence  of  this  country,  and 
to  contribute  at  the  same  time  to 
that  charitable  purpose.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  having  been  very  recently 
on  the  continent,  I  returned  to 
England  too  late  to  provide  my¬ 
self  with  a  ticket  of  admission  into 
the  King’s  Theatre  on  the  above 
night.  I  communicated  my  wishes 
to  some  friends  only  the  day  before 
the  ball  was  to  take  place,  and,  on 
Thursday  morning,  a  person  from  a 
respectable  quarter  called  at  my 
house,  and  acquainted  me  that  Mr. 
Ebers,  owner  of  the  King’s  Theatre 
had  100  tickets  to  dispose  of,  and 
that  I  might  procure  one  at  the 
price  of  10  guineas.  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  send  for  the  ticket, 
meaning  to  contribute  that  sum  to 
the  above  charity ;  but  I  am  since 
informed,  that  only  2  guineas  out 
of  10  will  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor  ; — and  as  I  am  going 
out  of  England  within  a  few  weeks, 
and  probably  a  long  time  will 
elapse  before  my  return,  I  could 
not  lose  the  promising  opportunity 
of  satisfying  my  curiosity  in  seeing 
a  British  fete  for  charity’s  sake. 
Accordingly,  I  presented  myself  at 
the  theatre,  and  when  half  up 
stairs,,  my  ticket  was  requested.  It 
bore  the  name  of  the  countess  de 
Grey ;  and  on  the  back,  that  of 
Mr.  Vaughan.  No  sooner  did  I 


present  it  to  the  check-taker,  than 
he  acquainted  me,  that  I  was  not 
permitted  to  pass  on ;  and,  in  a 
very  abrupt  manner,  said,  that  I 
must  stop  there :  at  the  same  time 
he  called  some  one  out,  and  two 
police-officers  appeared,  who  took 
me  in  their  custody  ;  and  in  that 
state  I  remained  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  exposed  (as  if  I  had 
been  in  a  pillory)  to  the  public, 
who  entered  in  crowds  at  the  time- 
I  will  not  enter  on  the  minutiae  of 
the  petty  insults  I  received,  or  on 
what  I  felt,  for  that  may  easily  be 
conceived  from  any  one  who  has 
feelings  of  honour.  At  last,  per¬ 
ceiving  a  gentleman  conversing 
with  the  officers,  who  kept  a  strict 
watch  over  me,  as  if  I  had  com¬ 
mitted  some  high  treason,  I  re¬ 
quested,  that  he  would  have  the 
goodness  to  he  witness  that  I  was 
then  under  an  arrest  by  the  police- 
officers  :  he  was  the  earl  of  An- 
cram,  who  having  been  informed 
that  I  had  a  ticket  from  Mr.  Ebers, 
said  it  was  a  ticket  which  had  been 
lost ;  and  1  was  unable  to  conceive 
how  it  could  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Ebers  to  be  sold.  At 
last,  having  given  my  name  to  the 
noble  earl,  he  told  me  to  give  my 
ticket  to  him  ;  for  which,  in  ex¬ 
change,  his  lordship  kindly  offered 
me  his  own,  which  I  accepted,  and 
entered  the  theatre,  where,  by  the 
illusion  and  splendor  of  the  scene, 
I  soon  forgot  the  disagreeable  ad¬ 
venture  at  the  door.  His  majesty 
had  not  yet  entered  the  house,  and 
I  was  waiting,  with  thousands 
more,  for  his  desired  appear¬ 
ance.  Half  an  hour  had  elapsed, 
when  no  fewer  than  three  Bow- 
street  runners,  or  rather  thieves- 
catchers,  surrounded  me,  and,  with 
that  gentleness  which  they  are,  I 
suppose,  accustomed  to  use  to  felons, 
I  was  commanded  to  march  out 
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and  appear  before  sir  11.  Birnie, 
who  was  in  the  concert-room,  and 
with  the  authoritative  tone  with 
which,  no  doubt,  he  addresses 
rogues  and  thieves,  ordered  me  to 
walk  out  of  the  house.  I  attempt¬ 
ed  to  address  myself  to  him,  and  to 
explain ;  but  he  said,  “  I  will  not 
hear  any  thing  from  you,  sir  ;  you 
entered  with  a  wrong  ticket,  and 
you  must  go  out.  Officers,  do 
your  duty — as  I  will  take  upon 
myself  to  answer  all."  And  this 
was  said  with  a  smile,  signifying, 
as  I  thought,  that  no  reproaches 
could  be  made  to  a  person  like 
himself  for  whatever  error  he  might 
commit.  I  must  confess  that  I 
was  a  little  at  a  loss  how  to  account 
for  all  this  proceeding ;  but  could 
not  suppose  that  the  owner  of  the 
theatre  himself  could  sell  a  ticket, 
the  bearer  of  which  must  become 
the  victim  of  mismanagement  and 
bad  regulations ;  but  what  sur¬ 
prised  me  above  all  was,  that  sir 
R.  Birnie,  having  heard  the  ques¬ 
tion  on  one  side,  would  not  hear 
that  of  the  other.  Had  sir  Richard 
hearkened  to  my  defence,  I  would 
have  told  him  at  once  that  I  had 
bought  the  ticket  from  Mr.  Ebers, 
who  was  then  in  the  house,  and 
having  ascertained  that  I  bought 
the  ticket  from  him,  sir  Richard 


would  have  acted  right,  and  all 
would  have  ended  satisfactorily; 
but  the  more  I  attempted  an  ex¬ 
planation,  the  more  peremptorily 
1  he  ordered  his  satellites  to  do  their 
duties.  Thus  I  can  form  a  pretty 
correct  idea,  at  my  own  expense, 
of  the  impartial  administration  of 
justice  by  this  gentleman.  I  held 
-  in  my  hands  the  ticket  given  to  me 
i  by  the  earl  of  An  cram,  which  was 
s  snatched  from  my  hand  by  one  of 
I  the  gentlemen  officers,  and  which 
f  ticket  was  also  pronounced  to  be 
1  wrong.  Nothing  could  then  avert 


the  immediate  execution  of  turn¬ 
ing  me  out  of  doors  ;  and  even  the 
mediation  of  the  lord  mayor,  who 
was  casually  present,  and  had  sig¬ 
nified  that  he  knew  me,  could  not 
prevail  on  sir  Richard  to  examine 
this  unpleasant  affair,  before  he  so 
hastily  condemned  me;  yet  this 
gentleman  is  at  the  head  of  the 
police  over  the  greatest  metropolis 
in  the  world  !  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  I  contrived  to  keep  my  place, 
in  hopes  that  the  mistake  would  be 
rectified  at  the  end. 

“  At  this  time  sir  Richard  was 
called  out  by  some  one,  and  I  was 
left  in  custody  of  two  officers,  as  a 
culprit,  in  the  face  of  all  that  were 
present.  On  the  return  of  sir 
Richard,  Mr.  M.  endeavoured  to' 
persuade  him  that  I  was  incapable 
of  making  use  of  an  irregular 
ticket ;  and  that  I  was  as  much 
known  as  any  one  there.  But  I 
do  not  know  him,”  replied  sir 
Richard;  by  which  declaration  I 
felt  myself  highly  flattered,  having 
resided  in  England  about  twenty 
years,  except  the  time  of  my 
journey ;  but  it  did  no  great 
honour  to  the  vigilance  of  sir 
Richard,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
police*,  and  ought  to  know  every 
foreigner  in  the  country.  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  urged,  that  lords  Mount- 
Charles  and  Gwydyr,  had  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that  I  entered  the 
house  with  a  wrong  ticket ;  but  I 
can  scarcely  believe  that  their 
lordships  could  act  so  unworthily 
by  me  and  by  themselves,  as  to 
suppose  me  capable  of  making  use 
of  a  wrong  ticket.  Finally,  the 
earl  of  Ancram  appeared,  and  find¬ 
ing  tlie  ticket  be  bad  honoured  me 
with  was  in  the  hands  of  the  officer, 
took  it  from  him  and  returned  it 
to  me,  informing  sir  Richard  at  the 
same  time,  that  Mr.  Ebers  declared 
that  the  ticket  had  been  sold  by 
H  2 
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him,  and  that  he  would  he  an¬ 
swerable  for  it.  I  was  then  left  at 
large,  to  enjoy  the  fete  if  X  could ; 
and  having  expressed  some  dissa¬ 
tisfaction  at  the  ill-treatment  I 
met,  I  had,  in  reply,  that  if  I  had 
been  another  person  I  should  have 
experienced  much  worse  treatment. 
So  much  for  justice.  I  walked 
about  the  theatre  till  his  majesty 
left  it,  at  half-past  one,  merely  to 
show  myself  to  my  friends,  and 
then  retired  much  pleased  with  the 
sight ;  but  X  leave  the  reader  to 
consider,  if  I  had  not  reason  to  be 
also  disgusted,  having  met  with 
some  of  the  grossest  ill-treatment 
that  could  be  conceived,  and  that 
too,  from  those  very  people  who 
ought  to  have  protected  me,  and 
whose  harshness  and  severity  ought, 
in  justice,  to  have  been  directed 
against  Mr.  Ebers,  for  selling  me  a 
wrong  ticket  —  a  circumstance  I 
shall  never  forget. 

“  June  1.  G.  Belzoni.” 

Court  of  King’s-Bench.  — 
Lord  Sondes  v.  Fletcher,  Clerk . — 

Mr.  Selwyn  stated  to  the  jury, 
that  they  were  impanelled  to  assess 
the  damages  on  a  bond  for  12,000/., 
subject  to  a  condition  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  would  resign  the  living  of 
Kettering,  in  Northamptonshire, 
as  soon  as  either  of  the  younger 
brothers  of  lord  Sondes  should  be 
qualified  to  hold  it,  and  he  should 
have  received  a  month’s  notice  of 
the  desire  of  the  plaintiff  to  pre¬ 
sent  such  brother  to  the  living. 

Mr.  Scarlett  addressed  the  jury 
oi>  behalf  of  the  plaintiff.  The 
defendant,  in  1814,  was  travelling 
tutor  to  lord  Sondes,  when  this 
living  became  vacant  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  Mr.  Knight.  His  lord- 
ship,  desirous  of  conferring  a  favour 
on  his  tutor,  and  at  the  same  time 
anxious  not  to  preclude  himself 
from  making  a  provision  for  one  of 


his  younger  brothers,  in  case  either 
should  choose  to  take  orders,  pre¬ 
sented  the  defendant,  taking  from 
him  the  bond  in  question.  Mr. 
Fletcher  had  ever  since  been 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  living  ; 
but  in  1820,  when  required  to 
fulfil  his  engagement  by  resigning 
in  favour  of  the  hon.  W.  Watson, 
brother  of  lord  Sondes,  he  gave  a 
peremptory  refusal.  He  had  suf¬ 
fered  judgment  by  default ;  so  that 
the  question  was  confined  to  the 
amount  of  damages.  Now,  on  this 
subject  the  jury  had  really  no 
option,  because  it  was  manifestly 
the  intention  of  the  parties,  that,  in 
case  the  defendant  refused  to  per¬ 
form  his  engagement,  the  whole 
12,000/.  should  be  forfeited.  Lord 
Sondes  did  not,  however,  desire  to 
take  a  farthing  of  Mr.  Fletcher’s 
money,  and  if  even  now  he  would 
resign,  the  plaintiff  would  consent 
to  be  bound  by  a  rule  of  court,  that 
no  judgment  should  be  entered 
up. 

The  bond,  and  admissions  of  the 
notice,  and  of  the  qualification  of 
the  hon.  W.  Watson,  to  hold  the 
living,  were  read,  and  formed  the 
whole  case  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff. 

The  Solicitor-general  said,  that 
it  was  due  to  the  character  of  Mr. 
Fletcher  to  state,  that  the  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  had  been  sought  by  the 
former.  When  they  became  ac¬ 
quainted,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  in  pos¬ 
session  of  a  valuable  curacy,  which 
he  had  quitted  to  accompany  lord 
Sondes  in  his  continental  tour,  on 
the  understanding  that  he  should 
be  presented  to  the  first  living 
which  came  into  the  gift  of  his 
noble  pupil.  When  he  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  living  of  Kettering, 
subject  to  the  hard  condition  of 
the  bond,  it  was  understood  that  he 
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■should  hold  it  until  Lord  Sondes 
•could  give  him  some  other  prefer¬ 
ment,  which  he  might  enjoy  abso¬ 
lutely.  This  engagement  had 
never  been  performed,  and  there¬ 
fore  Mr.  Fletcher  thought  himself 
justified  in  retaining  the  living 
until  lord  Sondes  fulfilled  his  ori¬ 
ginal  promise.  When  the  defend¬ 
ant  took  possession  of  the  living, 
he  found  the  parsonage  house  in  a 
state  of  ruin,  and  rebuilt  it  at  an 
expense  of  no  less  than  1,400/.  As 
lord  Sondes  had  indemnified  the 
previous  incumbent  against  dilapi¬ 
dations,  he  was  himself  bound  in 
conscience  to  repair  the  premises, 
and  yet  he  had  never  allowed  the 
defendant  any  thing  for  this  large 
expenditure,  by  which  he  had  en¬ 
hanced  the  permanent  value  of  the 
advowson.  From  the  nominal 
proceeds  of  the  living,  large  sums 
were  to  be  deducted;  among  others, 
200/.  per  annum  for  a  curate  to 
perform  its  duties ;  and  indeed, 
consisting  as  it  did  of  glebe  lands, 
most  of  which  were  let  to  poor 
tenants,  and  some  to  actual  paupers, 
at  this  time  it  was  scarcely  of  any 
value.  Mr.  Fletcher  was  now  46 
years  of  age,  and  therefore  his  in¬ 
terest  was  not  worth  more  than 
ten  years’  purchase  ;  so  that,  mak¬ 
ing  a  fair  deduction  for  the  sum 
expended  on  the  house — consider¬ 
ing  the  present  state  of  agriculture, 
affecting  in  a  peculiar  degree  the 
living  in  question — they  ought  to 
give  only  nominal  damages. 

Witnesses  were  then  called  to 
prove  the  actual  value  of  the  living. 
By  their  testimony  it  appeared 
that  the  rents  amounted  to  807 /•, 
from  which  deductions  were  to  be 
made  for  taxes,  reducing  it  to  7467. 

Mr.  Morgan,  the  actuary  of  the 
Equitable  Insurance  Company,  stat¬ 
ed  that  the  living  was  worth  to 
the  defendant,  at  his  time  of  life, 


ten  years’  purchase ;  but  to  a  young 
man  of  24,  as  the  hon.  W.  Wat¬ 
son  was  stated  to  be,  it  was  worth  . 
24  years  purchase  ;  which,  taking 
the  nett  income  at  746/.,  would  give 
10,440/. 

Mr.  Hobson,  a  farmer  of  Ket¬ 
tering,  was  called,  who  stated,  that 
the  glebe  lands  were  let  to  poor 
tenants,  and  he  did  not  think  they 
were  worth  any  thing.  For  him¬ 
self  he  would  rather  be  without 
them.  The  poor-rates  were  equal 
to  the  rents. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  charged 
the  jury,  that  at  present  they  were 
not  called  on  to  give  any  opinion 
respecting  the  legality  of  the  bond. 
Unquestionably  they  were  not 
compelled  to  give  the  whole  pe¬ 
nalty  byway  of  damages,  but  might 
make  any  deductions  which  they 
thought  just.  The  proper  way  to 
estimate  the  value  of  the  living 
was,  in  his  judgment,  to  consider 
what  it  was  worth  to  Mr.  W.  Wat¬ 
son,  at  the  age  of  24,  not  what  was 
its  value  to  Mr.  Fletcher ;  but 
they  would  adopt  such  rule  as  they 
thought  right.  From  the  sum 
thus  obtained  they  would  make 
any  deductions  they  conceived  just ; 
perhaps  they  would  not  think  they 
ought  to  allow  any  thing  for  a 
curate,  as  they  would  scarcely  pre¬ 
sume  that  the  incumbent  would 
not  perform  the  whole  duty ;  but 
they  might  make  some  deduction 
for  the  house,  remembering  that 
the  defendant  had  enjoyed  it  for 
7  years.  They  had  no  power  to 
compel  Mr.  Fletcher  to  resign ; 
but  they  must  give  compensation 
in  money  to  lord  Sondes ;  not  be¬ 
cause  money  was  strictly  a  com¬ 
pensation,  but  because  it  was  the 
only  one  which  they  could  render. 

The  jury,  after  again  inquiring 
whether  Mr.  Fletcher  could  not  be 
obliged  to  resign,  and  receiving  an 
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answer  in  tlie  negative,  assessed 
the  damages  at  10,000/. 

3.  Paris.- — A  serious  tumult 
took  place  in  this  city.  It  had  been 
reported  during  several  previous 
days,  that  the  law  students  intend¬ 
ed  publicly  to  commemorate  the 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  the 
young  Lallemand,  who  met  his 
untimely  fate  two  years  ago, 
during  the  commotions  which 
were  excited  by  the  collegians. 
The  authorities,  to  prevent  their 
design,  had  caused  the  gate  of  the 
cemetry  Pere  La  Chaise  to  be  closed, 
and  posted  a  civil  force  near  it.  At 
eight  o’clock,  a  number  of  the 
youths  belonging  to  the  schools  of 
law  and  physic,  attired  in  deep 
mourning,  came  to  the  spot  in  pro¬ 
cession,  followed  by  a  numerous 
multitude.  M.  Benjamin  Con¬ 
stant  also  made  his  appearance  in 
a  hackney  coach,  accompanied  by 
another  person,  who,  it  was  said,  was 
the  count  de  Thiars,  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies.  Cries  were 
re-echoed  of  Benjamin  Constant 
for  ever  l  The  Charter  for  ever ! 
We  will  enter !”  The  students 
demanded  to  pass  to  the  tomb  of 
their  deceased  comrade ;  this  was 
refused,  and,  some  disposition  being 
evinced  to  enter  by  force,  the  mi¬ 
litary  were  brought  to  the  spot, 
and  the  place  was  promptly  cleared. 
They  rallied  again  on  the  Boule¬ 
vard  de  Bonnes,  Nouvelles,  and 
marched,  in  files,  a  second  time  to 
the  burial-ground,  where,  on  being 
refused  entrance,  a  volley  of  stones 
was  directed  against  the  military, 
two  of  whom  were  severely  hurt 
by  the  missiles.  On  this  the  horse 
gendarmerie  vigorously  charged 
sword  in  hand ;  above  20  of  the 
students  were  in  consequence 
wounded,  and  eight  taken  prison¬ 
ers.  This  took  place  at  noon. 
Scarcely  had  the  troops  dispersal 


the  refractory  mob,  when  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  fauxbourg  St. 
Antoine ;  and  whilst  the  authori¬ 
ties  were  occupied  in  aiding  to  ex¬ 
tinguish  the  flames,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  order,  the  students  mustered 
on  the  Place  St.  Genevieve,  pro¬ 
vided  with  stones,  and  declared 
loudly  that  they  had  a  defeat  to 
revenge.  The  commissary  of  police, 
with  five  infantry  soldiers,  was  all 
the  force  here  opposed  to  them ; 
several  stones  being  thrown, 
these  men  loaded  their  muskets, 
and  seemed  resolved  to  oppose  force 
hv  force ;  happily,  however,  they 
restrained  the  vengeance  which 
had  been  provoked,  until  a  troop  of 
gendarmerie  came  to  their  assist¬ 
ance,  and  put  the  infatuated  youths 
and  the  attendant  rabble  again  to 
flight.  On  that  night  no  fur¬ 
ther  tumult  took  place ;  the  re¬ 
fractory  being  awed  by  tbeir  re¬ 
peated  discomfiture,  and  the  strong 
patrols  which  were  on  foot.  The 
posts  around  the  Palais  Royal  were 
doubled,  and  every  measure  adopt¬ 
ed  to  repress  any  hostile  effort. 

7.  Paris. — Duel. — After  the 
adjournment  of  the  chamber, 
M.  Benjamin  Constant  demanded 
satisfaction  of  M.  Forbin  des 
Issarts,  for  a  letter  published  by 
the  latter  on  the  5th,  in  which 
he  observed,  that  he  was  ready 
to  answer  M.  Benjamin  Constant 
“  at  the  tribune,  or  any  where 
else.”  Without  further  explanation, 
the  two  deputies  proceeded  on 
Friday  morning,  at  7  o’clock,  to 
the  place  fixed  for  their  meeting* 
M.  Benjamin  Constant  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  general  Sebastiani,  and  M.  de 
Girardin  ;  M.  des  Issarts  by  gene¬ 
ral  Bethay  and  eol.  Chamoin,  lieut. 
of  the  Gardes  dn  Corps,  in  the 
company  of  Luxembourg ;  all,  but 
the  last  mentioned,  being  members 
of  the  chamber.  B,  Constant  fia&r 
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ing  it  difficult  to  walk,  or  stand 
erect,  the  two  gentlemen  were 
seated  on  chairs  at  ten  paces  dis¬ 
tance.  They  fired  together  two 
shots  each,  at  a  given  signal.  Nei¬ 
ther  having  been  touched,  their 
respective  friends  pronounced  that 
the  combat  must  terminate. 

11.  Game  Laws. — An  account 
of  all  commitments  to  any  gaol  or 
house  of  correction  under  the  game 
laws  in  England,  exclusive  of 
Wales,  from  the  year  1815,  up  to 
the  1st  of  February,  1821,  distin¬ 
guishing  the  number  in  each  year  : 
1816,  858  ;  1817,1147;  1818, 
1328;  1819,1240;  1820,1467; 
1821,  up  to  the  1st  of  February, 
372.  Total  6411. 

An  account  of  all  convictions  in 
any  courts  of  justice  and  of  quarter- 
sessions  of  England,  exclusive  of 
Wales,  for  offences  against  the 
game  laws,  from  the  year  1815  up 
to  the  year  1821,  distinguishing 
the  number  in  each  year:  1816, 
45;  1817,  129;  1818,  134; 

1819,  100  ;  1820,  157-  Total  565, 

Number  of  summary  convictions 

before  justices,  returned  to  the  ses¬ 
sions,  which  are  not  given  from 
the  rest  of  England ;  viz.  convic¬ 
tions  before  justices,  filed  at  the 
quarter  sessions  :  1 8 1 6,  94  ;  1817, 
115;  1818,  113;  1819,  202; 

1820,  87.  Total  6ll. 

13.  Mr.  Solicitor  General  showed 
cause  against  a  rule  obtained  last 
term  by  Mr.  Rotch,  calling  on  Mr. 
Murray  to  show  why  he  should 
ilot  render  an  account  of  monies, 
and  pay  over  a  balance  in  his  hands 
to  John  de  Wolfe  and  William  de 
Wolfe,  or  to  the  original  owners 
of  the  vessel  called  the  Agenoria. 
The  parties,  for  whom  the  appli¬ 
cation  was  made,  were  the  owners 
of  the  vessel  Agfenoria,  in  various 
shares,  with  a  cargo  of  slaves, 
which,  in  1809,  was  captured  by 


a  British  cruiser,  and  condemned 
at  Barbadoes.  Mr.  Murray  was 
at  this  time  employed  as  agent  to 
several  persons  in  the  West  Indies, 
one  of  whom  introduced  him  to  the 
owners  by  letter,  and  he  was  em¬ 
ployed,  under  a  regular  power  of 
attorney,  to  prosecute  an  appeal  for 
them  in  the  High  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  in  England.  On  this  occa¬ 
sion  he  acted  merely  as  agent — 
never  as  an  attorney ;  but  em¬ 
ployed  a  proctor,  gave  bail,  and 
acted  throughout  in  the  former 
character.  He  at  length,  under 
advice,  compromised  the  appeal  by 
resigning  10  per  cent  on  the  pro¬ 
ceeds,  and  1,6*00/.  was  paid  into 
his  hands.  For  this  slim,  bills 
were  forthwith  drawn  upon  him, 
not  by  William  and  John  de 
Wolfe,  but  by  William  and  James 
de  W olfe,  who  wrote  to  him  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  that  they  were  under¬ 
writers,  who  had  insured  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  and  that  the  owners 
had  abandoned  their  interests  to 
them.  Mr.  Murray,  although  sa¬ 
tisfied  of  the  respectability  of  these 
gentlemen,  did  not  feel  authorized 
to  accept  the  bills,  without  autho¬ 
rity  from  those  who  employed  him ; 
but  he  expressed  his  readiness  to 
pay  over  the  money,  as  soon  as  he 
should  know  who  was  really  en¬ 
titled  to  receive  it.  They  then 
drew  for  1,200/.,  and  sent  a  letter, 
signed  by  some  of  the  owners,  ex¬ 
plaining  that  they  had  abandoned 
their  interests  to  the  drawers,  but 
which  was  signed  for  one  of  them, 
Couzens,  by  his  father.  Under  a 
power  of  attorney  never  sent,  and 
for  another,  Arnold,  by  his  copa  t- 
ners.  So  far  was  Mr.  Murray  from 
being  safe  in  paying  the  money 
under  this  letter,  that  he  received  a 
request  from  Couzens,  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  Ireland,  that  his 
proportion  of  the  money  might  be 
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paid  into  his  own  hands.  At 
length,  however,  Mr.  Murray  felt 
authorized  to  pay,  and  did  imme¬ 
diately  pay  the  1,200/. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  here  sug¬ 
gested,  that  justice  would  he  best 
done  to  both  parties  by  a  reference. 
Mr.  Murray,  no  doubt,  only  wished 
to  pay  the  money  to  those  who 
were  really  entitled  to  claim  it, 
and  to  be  secured  against  all  de¬ 
mands  from  others. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.- — Exactly 
so,  my  lord.  The  only  contest 
here,  is  in  fact,  whether  Mr.  Mur¬ 
ray,  who  acted  merely  as  agent,  shall 
be  deprived  of  that  commission 
which  he  has  received  from  others 
under  similar  circumstances,  and 
whether  he  shall  deliver  in  a  bill 
of  fees  for  taxation.  As  he  never 
acted  as  an  attorney,  he  has  no  bill 
of  fees  to  deliver. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  en¬ 
forced  the  recommendation  of  a 
reference  as  the  best  course. 

The  rule  and  all  matters  in  dif¬ 
ference  were  then  referred  to  Mr. 
Alderson,  with  power  to  enter 
into  the  whole  merits. 

British  and  American  Boun¬ 
daries.  • — -  The  commissioners 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  for  de¬ 
termining  the  boundary  line  be¬ 
tween  British  America,  and  the 
territory  of  the  United  States, 
have  at  length  terminated  their 
labours.  The  hon.  Anthony  Bar¬ 
clay,  and  general  Porter,  the  com¬ 
missioners,  together  with  the 
agents  and  secretaries,  met  in  the 
village  of  Oneida,  on  the  14th 
of  June,  and  after  a  sitting  of 
four  days,  amicably  concluded  the 
decision  of  the  article  submitted  to 
their  arbitration.  In  the  course 
of  their  undertaking,  nearly  3,000 
islands  have  been  surveyed  and  ad¬ 
judicated  upon,  many  of  which  are 
of  great  value  and  importance. 


1 9.  The  price  of  gold  has  fallen 
to  77<y.  6d.  the  ounce,  being  4 ^d. 
below  the  Mint  price,  a  circum¬ 
stance  which  has  not  taken  place 
since  the  year  1797^  and  was  of 
very  rare  occurrence  previous  to 
that  period. 

22.  Mr.  Graham,  a  respectable 
tradesman,  residing  at  Hammer¬ 
smith,  applied  to  the  magistrates 
of  Queen-square  police-office,  for  a 
warrant  against  a  Mr.  Smith,  a  re¬ 
sident  also  of  Hammersmith,  “  for 
having  illegally  refused  to  aid  and 
assist  him  (Mr.  Graham)  in  sup¬ 
pressing  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
when  called  upon  by  him,  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  in  his  capacity 
of  constable.”  The  magistrates 
having  asked  Mr.  Graham  to  detail 
the  circumstances,  under  which  the 
peace  had  been  broken, 

Mr.  Graham  said,  that,  a  few 
days  ago,  a  lady,  of  the  name  of 
Drax  Grosvenor,  who  resided  at 
Acton-house,  Middlesex,  and  also 
at  17,  Alpha- cottages.  Regent’s-, 
park,  was  going  with  her  son,  Mr. 
Grosvenor,  in  her  carriage,  along 
the  Hammersmith-road,  when  a 
powerful  fellow,  named  Taylor, 
formerly  a  labourer  at  Hammer¬ 
smith,  ran  behind  the  carriage, 
and  attempted  to  get  up  and  ride. 
The  groom,  who  was  standing  be¬ 
hind  the  carriage,  refused  to  let 
him  get  up,  when  the  fellow  seized 
the  groom  by  the  leg,  and  pulled 
him  to  the  ground.  The  groom, 
being  injured  by  the  fall,  called 
for  assistance ;  the  coachman 
stopped  the  carriage,  and  came  to 
assist  his  fellow-servant,  when 
Taylor  attacked  him,  and  beat  him 
also.  A  mob  was  collected,  and 
the  lady  in  the  carriage  was  greatly 
alarmed.  He  (  Mr.  Graham ) 
being  informed  of  the  outrage, 
went  with  his  assistant  to  appre¬ 
hend  Taylor ;  but  so  powerful 
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was  the  fellow,  that  he  knocked 
them  about  like  children ;  he 
therefore  took  out  his  staffs  and 
called  upon  Mr.  Smith,  a  respecta¬ 
ble  inhabitant,  in  his  majesty’s 
name,  to  aid  and  assist  him  in  se¬ 
curing  Taylor,  and  preventing  any 
further  breach  of  the  peace.  Mr. 
Smith  laughed  at  him,  and  refused 
to  render  any  assistance ;  the  con¬ 
sequence  was,  that  he  and  his  as¬ 
sistant,  particularly  the  latter, 
were  beat  and  kicked  in  a  shock¬ 
ing  manner,  in  conveying  Taylor 
to  a  safe  place  of  custody. 

Taylor  was  taken  before  J.  An¬ 
derson,  esq.,  a  magistrate  at  Ham¬ 
mersmith,  and  was  examined.  The 
lady  attended  to  give  evidence 
against  him,  and  he  was  ordered 
to  be  committed  to  prison,  to  take 
his  trial  for  the  offence ;  but  as  he 
was  about  to  be  removed  from  the 
magistrate’s  room,  he  begged  to 
speak  a  few  words  to  the  lady, 
when  he  made  an  affecting  appeal 
to  her  not  to  prosecute  him  for  the 
offence,  on  the  score  of  humanity 
to  his  wife  and  children.  The 
lady  wished  to  extend  mercy  to 
the  prisoner,  but  the  magistrate 
could  not  suffer  such  an  out¬ 
rageous  offence  to  go  unpunished ; 
and  the  man  was  ordered  to 
be  conveyed  to  gaol.  The  lady 
was  so  greatly  affected  at  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  prisoner  for  mercy, 
that  she  fell  into  the  arms  of  one 
of  her  servants,  in  a  fit ;  she  soon 
became  convulsed,  and  by  the  time 
that  medical  aid  could  be  obtained, 
she  was  a  corpse.  The  body  was 
laid  out  in  the  house  of  the  worthy 
magistrate.  The  son  of  the  lady 
was  present ;  and  he  was  in  a  state 
of  grief  almost  beyond  description, 
at  the  awful  event. 

The  magistrates  having  con¬ 
ferred  with  the  chief  clerk,  in¬ 
formed  Mr.  Graham,  that  he  must 


proceed  by  indictment  against  Mr. 
Smith,  for  refusing  to  aid  and  as¬ 
sist  him,  when  called  upon,  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  their  approbation  of  his 
conduct. 

Discount  at  Four  per  Cent. 
— The  resolution  of  the  directors 
of  the  Bank  to  discount  in  future 
at  four  per  cent,  was  made  known 
by  the  following  notice : — 

“  Bank  of  England,  Jane  20,  1822. 

“  Resolved,  That  all  bills  and 
notes  approved  of  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  not  having  more 
than  95  days  to  run,  be  discounted 
at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent  per 
annum,  on  and  after  the  21st  of 
June,  1822.” 

Extraordinary  Occurrence 
at  Newgate. — At  the  last  April 
sessions  held  at  the  Old  Bailey,  a 
young  female  was  convicted  upon 
an  indictment,  charging  her  with 
having  stolen  a  shawl,  the  property 
of  one  Ann  Moreton,  and  was 
sentenced  to  transportation.  Up 
to  the  15th  of  this  month  she  re¬ 
mained  in  prison,  in  daily  expecta¬ 
tion  of  being  sent  off  with  the 
large  body  of  convicts  under  con¬ 
demnation,  to  the  destined  abode 
of  those  whose  case  admitted  of 
commutation  from  capital  pu¬ 
nishment.  On  that  day,  her 
father  and  mother,  and  a  young- 
man  who  had  been  attached  to  her 
for  some  time,  waited  upon  Mr. 
Wontner,  the  governor  of  New¬ 
gate,  and  assured  him  in  the  most 
earnest  manner,  that  they  had  un¬ 
deniable  evidence  of  her  innocence, 
and  a  strong  proof  of  the  crime  of 
perjury  upon  the  part  of  the  ac¬ 
cuser.  After  a  long  and  strict 
investigation,  the  late  sheriffs 
became  so  satisfied  of  the  in¬ 
nocence  of  the  woman,  and  the 
guilt  of  her  accuser,  that,  on  the 
1 8tlx  of  June,  they  waited  on  Mr. 
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Peel,  with  the  documents  to  prove 
it ;  and  on  the  Iffth  a  full  pardon 
was  transmitted  to  Newgate.  But 
amongst  those  papers  was  one  of  a 
singular  nature,  and  which  had 
the  effect  of  producing  a  very  re¬ 
markable  termination  to  the  case. 
The  young  man  who  Was  attached 
to  the  accused,  and  who  seconded 
the  efforts  of  the  parents  in  their 
application  for  justice  or  mercy  (he 
was  a  respectable  market  salesman), 
thought  the  best  way  to  act  upon 
this  occasion,  was,  to  direct  to  the 
secretary  a  letter,  describing  the 
state  of  his  heart,  declaring  that 
before  the  crime  was  at  all  spoken 
of,  or  thought  of  by  any  body,  he 
had  determined  to  marry  the  girl, 
and  that  so  firmly  convinced  was 
he  of  her  innocence,  he  was  ready 
to  put  that  intention  into  effect, 
in  the  presence  of  his  majesty’s 
ministers,  if  they  would  be  pleased 
to  grant  her  a  pardon*  It  was 
soon  found,  that  the  salesman  had 
been  upon  terms  of  such  intimacy 
with  the  girl,  as  rendered  it  very 
probable,  that,  in  the  bliss  of  meet¬ 
ing  once  more,  all  thoughts  of  the 
ceremony  necessary  to  sanction  the 
continuance  of  their  acquaintance 
Would  be  dropped;  and,  it  was 
considered  but  fair,  that,  as  he  had 
become  master  of  her  person  by 
a  manoeuvre,  something  might  be 
done  to  make  her  even  with  him, 
by  giving  her  an  unanswerable 
claim  upon  his  protection.  To  ac¬ 
complish  this  purpose,  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  application  were 
concealed,  but  a  friend  assured  the 
salesman,  that  the  king  had  given 
a  favourable  answer,  and  that  a 
full  pardon  might  he  calculated 
upon,  if  the  young  woman’s  name 
became  lawfully  changed  to  that 
of  her  lover.  This  suggestion  was 
not  met  quite  so  warmly  as  was 
expected;  but,  an  interview  bating 
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taken  place  between  those  most 
deeply  concerned,  the  case  was  at 
once  determined  to  he  referred  to 
the  rector  of  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate. 
It  was  1 1  o’clock  in  the  forenoon, 
when  the  salesman  resolved  to 
purchase  a  license.  Twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  elapsed  in  procuring  it  at 
Doctors’  Commons,  and  the  utmost 
haste  was  necessary,  as  the  cere¬ 
mony  could  not  be  performed  after 
twelve.  Mr. W ontner,ho wever,took 
care  to  have  a  coach  in  readiness, 
and  Dr.  Cotton,  who  was  delighted 
at  the  prospect  of  a  conclusion  so 
unlike  those  he  had  been  accus¬ 
tomed  to  witness,  determined,  if 
any  obstacle  presented  itself,  to 
perform  the  ceremony  himself. 
They  reached  the  church  five 
minutes  before  the  awful  hour; 
but  to  the  distraction  of  the  in¬ 
tended  bride,  Mr.  Hatt,  the  rector, 
was  from  home,  and  the  clerk  of 
the  parish  positively  refused  to 
allow  any  one  to  officiate  in  his 
place  without  his  permission.  The 
poor  girl  bitterly  felt  the  disap¬ 
pointment,  hut  the  salesman  bore 
it  too  stoically  to  give  much  plea¬ 
sure  to  Dr.  Cotton  or  the  governor. 
Who  took  hack  the  young  woman 
to  the  prison  to  wait  for  the  hour  of 
solemnization  next  day.  The  sales¬ 
man  was  warmly  invited  to  remain 
under  the  same  roof  with  her,  and 
the  affair  was  so  well  managed  that 
they  became  man  and  wife  the  next 
morning,  without  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  pardon.  On  leaving 
the  church,  the  happy  couple  de¬ 
sired  the  coachman  to  drive  to 
Newgate,  where  they  supposed 
they  were  to  wait  the  secretary’s 
answer ;  but  tliev  Were  astonished 
at  being  told  that  they  could  no 
longer  he  admitted  to  the  prison ; 
and  the  salesman  Wits  mute  with 
surprise  on  being  presented  with 
his  wife’s  pardon,  which  had  been 
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granted  two  days  before  lie  married 
her.  As  soon  as  those  facts  were 
known  to  the  prisoners  in  New¬ 
gate,,  there  were  above  twenty  pe¬ 
titions  presented  in  one  day  to  Mr. 
Wontner,  from  men  who  offered  to 
marry  upon  the  same  conditions 
the  same  number  of  women  now 
under  sentence. 

The  King  v.  Candick .  —  Mr. 
Nolan  moved  for  the  judgment  of 
the  court  on  the  defendant,  who 
was  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  at 
the  last  assizes  for  Surrey.  As 
undertaker  to  that  county,  he  was 
employed  to  bury  the  body  of  a 
malefactor,  named  Edward  Lees  ; 
but  instead  of  doing  so,  he  sold  it 
to  Mr.  Brookes,  the  surgeon,  in 
whose  dissecting-room  it  was 
found.  He  had  received  his  fees 
for  its  interment.  When  the  re¬ 
latives  of  the  deceased  requested 
permission  to  see  the  body,  he  in¬ 
formed  them  that  it  was  already 
buried ;  but  suspicion  having  arisen, 
the  coffin  was  dug  up,  and  found  to 
be  full  of  rubbish. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  pronounced 
the  sentence  of  the  court.  The 
law  had,  he  said,  made  this  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  punishment  of  ca¬ 
pital  offences  of  different  degrees 
of  enormity — that,  in  the  case  of 
murder,  the  body  of  the  offender 
should  be  dissected,  but  that  lesser 
crimes  should  be  followed  only  by 
the  forfeiture  of  life.  This  dis¬ 
tinction  it  was  important  to  pre¬ 
serve  ;  and  the  administrators  of 
the  law  were  bound  to  take  care 
that  its  inflictions  were  never  ex¬ 
ceeded.  Here  the  conduct  of  the 
defendant  had  been  mercenary  and 
cruel ;  he  had  denied  to  the  dis¬ 
tressed  relatives  of  an  unfortunate 
man,  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of 
knowing  where  his  remains  were 
to  be  deposited,  and  of  following 
them  to  the  grave.  The  court  ad¬ 


judged  that  he  should  pay  to  the 
king  a  line  of  20/.,  and  be  impri¬ 
soned  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
at  Brixton,  for  six  calendar  months. 

Attempt  to  Recover  Trea¬ 
sure  Lost  at  Sea.— A  diving-bell, 
under  the  direction  of  a  submarine 
adventurer,  called  Crusoe,  has  been 
shipped  from  London  for  Holland, 
to  recover  the  cargo  of  a  vessel  sunk 
there  22  years  ago.  She  is  stated 
to  have  22  brass  guns  on  board, 
30,000/.  in  gold,  32  casks  of  gold 
in  bars,  and  25  casks^of  silver  in 
bars.  The  vessel  lies  in  30  feet  at 
high  water.  One  of  the  casks  of 
gold  bars  was  lately  raised  to  the 
water’s  edge,  but  from  the  bursting 
of  the  hoops,  only  one  bar  was 
saved,  which  weighed  seven  pounds 
and  a  half. — Plymouth  Telegraph. 

23.  Between  eleven  and  twelve 
o’clock,  two  life-guardsmen,  cross¬ 
ing  Hy de-park,  started  a  hare  from 
one  of  the  gravel-pits.  The  park 
was  crowded  with  people,  and  poor 
puss  was  stopped  in  every  direc¬ 
tion  she  took,  driven  back,  and 
worried  by  several  small  dogs.  In 
this  manner  she  continued  at  least 
20  minutes,  to  the  great  amuse¬ 
ment  of  the  spectators  ;  till  at  last 
she  made  a  bold  effort,  rushed 
amongst  the  crowd  towards  the 
duke  of  Wellington’s  garden,  the 
walls  of  which  she  scaled,  and  so 
obtained  shelter  from  her  pursuers. 

Algiers.  —  On  the  1st  of 
this  month,  the  combined  Belgicr 
and  Spanish  squadron  arrived  in 
the  roads,  bringing  the  ultimatum 
of  the  Spanish  government,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  sum  which  the  re¬ 
gency  of  Algiers  claims  from  Spain* 
It  also  brought  orders  to  the 
Spanish  consul  immediately  to  quit 
Algiers.  The  Dey,  in  answer, 
declared  that  he  would  not  change 
his  resolution,  and  that  ho  would 
insist,  to  the  last  moment,  that 
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Spain  should  pay  its  debt,  which, 
together  with  the  compound  in¬ 
terest,  amounts  to  1,300,000 
Spanish  dollars.  The  consul  de¬ 
sired,  in  consequence,  leave  to  em¬ 
bark  with  his  suite,  which  was  po¬ 
sitively  refused  him.  The  squadron 
having  withdrawn  for  a  time,  ap¬ 
peared  again  in  the  bay  on  the  6th. 
The  Spanish  consul  then  desired 
leave  to  go  on  board  the  admiral's 
ship,  in  order  to  have  a  conference 
with  the  commander  -  in  -  chief, 
which  was  granted  him;  and  it  was 
the  captain  of  the  Port  himself, 
who  was  charged  with  the  office  of 
taking  him  on  board  in  an  Alge¬ 
rine  boat.  Two  boats  sent  from 
the  admiral's  ship  having  ap¬ 
proached  that  in  which  the  consul 
was,  he  leaped  into  one  of  them 
before  his  conductor  had  time  to 
hinder  it ;  when  he  had  thus 
escaped,  the  squadron  sailed  and 
withdrew.  *  This  sudden  departure 
■of  the  consul  caused  a  great 
sensation.  A  few  days  after  this, 
a  Spanish  frigate  arrived,  bring¬ 
ing  to  the  consul  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  an  invitation,  to  take  under 
his  protection  the  Spaniards  be¬ 
longing  to  the  suite  of  the  consul, 
and  to  claim  the  effects  of  the  con¬ 
sulate  ;  but  the  Dey  having  op¬ 
posed  this,  the  English  consul  took 
the  consulate  of  Spain  under  his 
protection. 

Seduction  and  Cruelty.-— 
Some  months  ago,  Mr.  Pearson, 
on  the  part  of  two  women,  f Anne 
Carey  and  Mary  Anne  Evans, 
moved  the  Court  of  King’s-bench 
against  two  Staffordshire  gentle¬ 
men,  one  of  them  a  magistrate,  for 
cruelty  and  oppression.  The  case 
involved  an  instance  of  seduction 
under  very  aggravated  circum¬ 
stances — the  seducer  following  the 
young  woman  to  America,  bring¬ 
ing  her  back  to  London,  establish- 
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ing  her  in  a  handsome  house,  and 
finally  sending  her  a  hundred 
pounds,  and  leaving  her  to  beg¬ 
gary.  On  her  way  to  Ireland, 
she  fell  ill  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
her  seducer’s  seat,  who,  on  her 
personally  begging  his  assistance, 
caused  her  and  her  companion  to 
be  committed  to  Stafford  gaol,  as 
common  vagrants.  The  case  ex¬ 
cited  the  attention  of  several  per¬ 
sons  in  the  county,  and  ultimately 
Mr.  Pearson  brought  it  before  the 
Court  of  King’s-bench.  The 
court  granted  a  rule  against  the 
parties,  and  the  result  lias  been  a 
reference  to  arbitration,  which  has 
assigned  1,350/.  as  damages  and 
costs  to  the  plaintiffs. — Liverpool 
Advertiser. 

English  and  F rench  Oyster- 
Fishery. — His  Majesty’s  sloop. 
Fly,  capt.  George  Tyler,  has  re- 
turnedjfrom  Jersey,  whither  she  was 
sent  to  make  an  amicable  settlement 
of  a  dispute  which  had  arisen  be¬ 
tween  the  French  and  English 
oyster  fishermen  (see  p.  86),  as  to 
the  right  of  the  English  boats  to  fish 
on  the  banks  stretching  from  Cape 
Pozel  to  the  rocks  called  the  Min- 
quais,  between  one  and  three  leagues 
from  the  F rench  coast.  The  right 
has  been  admitted ;  so  that  the 
fishery  will  again  become  open  for 
the  supply  of  our  markets.  During 
four  months  of  the  year,  these 
fisheries  occupy  300  fishing  smacks, 
and  nearly  2,000  British  seamen. 

26.  The  Kino •  y.  Harris. — The 

O 

Lord  Chief  Justice  delivered  the 
judgment  of  the  court  in  this  case. 
It  was  an  information  filed  by  the 
attorney-general  against  the  de¬ 
fendant,  setting  forth  that  he  had 
wilfully  and  deliberately  sworn 
before  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  was  offered  a 
bribe  to  vote  at  the  Barnstaple 
election,  for  sir  Manasseh  Lopez, 
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and  that  afterwards  he  swore  the 
contrary  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
of  Lords ;  thence  inferring  that  he 
committed  wilful  and  corrupt  per¬ 
jury,  but  not  averring  which  of 
the  contradictory  depositions  was 
false,  or  when  the  perjury  was 
committed.  The  jury  found  the 
defendant  guilty  on  the  counts  so 
framed,  and  a  rule  was  obtained 
to  show  cause,  why  the  j  udgment 
should  not  be  arrested.  Judgment 
was  now  given,  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  was  insufficient  in  law.  It 
was  novel  in  form  ;  for  though  it 
appeared  that  one  or  two  similar 
precedents  had  been  acted  on,  it 
did  not  appear  that  either  of  them 
had  been  the  subject  of  a  judicial 


decision ;  which,  considering  the 
frequency  of  contradictory  state¬ 
ments  on  oath,  could  be  accounted 
for  only  by  a  general  feeling,  that 
an  indictment  so  framed  could  not 
be  supported.  It  might  also  be 
oppressive  in  effect,  because  a  de¬ 
fendant,  acquitted  on  such  an  in¬ 
formation,  could  not  plead  his  ac¬ 
quittal  in  bar  to  an  indictment 
for  peijury  on  either  of  the 
branches  of  the  former  charge.  It 
would  be  better  for  this  individual 
to  escape,  than  to  admit  a  doctrine, 
which  would  expose  any  one  twice 
to  the  peril  of  criminal  proceed¬ 
ings  for  the  same  cause. — The  rule 
for  arresting  the  judgment  was 
therefore  made  absolute. 


24. — Spanish  Finance. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  of  this  date  contains  the  following  table  of  the 
sums  produced  by  the  sale  of  National  Property,  and  appropriated 
to  the  establishment  of  Public  credit : — 


Provinces. 

Nature  of  Security. 

Estimated  Value. 

Value  sold  for. 

Reals  Vellon 

Reals  Vellon 

Avila  .... 

Convents  and  Monasteries  .  . 

725,422 

827,183 

Cuenca  .  .  . 

• 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

347,640 

389,862 

f'iii/lorl  Pool 

r 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

384,321 

642,236 

1 

Lay  Property 

56,282 

78,694 

Guadalaxara 

Convents  and  Monasteries  .  . 

67,275 

154,475 

Lugo  .... 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

51,533 

103,333 

Majorca  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

23,252 

67,136 

Malaga  .  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

349,748 

1,064,679 

Oviedo  .  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

176,724 

293,326 

Valencia  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

93,250 

187,980 

rlQPPn  mo 

J 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

1,817,327 

6,526,475 

•*-  ii  C/ict  •  • 

Pious  Works  . 

16,600 

20,300 

Salamanca  . 

Convents  and  Monasteries  .  . 

1,871,492 

4,292,696 

Santander  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

621,145 

1,857,092 

V  ittoria  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

7,728 

40,000 

Zamora .  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

1,473,848 

2,059,795 

Saragossa  .  . 

ditto 

ditto  .  .  . 

611,583 

967,786 

■ . 

8,695, 120 

19,573,048 

ANNUAL  REGISTER.  [  1823 


I  to 

25.  According  to  a  return  laid 
before  parliament,  the  total  amount 
©f  Bank  of  England  notes,  in 
circulation  on  this  day  was 
1 6,4*01,450/.  ;  of  which  amount 
13,964,350/.  was  in  notes  of  5/. 
and  upwards ;  1,481,050/.  in  Bank 
post  bills  ;  and  9*56,050/.  in  notes 
under  5/. 

Port  op  Liverpool - The 

annual  meeting  of  merchants  and 
ship-owners  was  held  in  the  Town- 
hall,  when  an  account  of  the  re¬ 
ceipts:  and  disbursements  of  the 
dock  trustees  was  exhibited.  From 
this  document  it  appears  that  a 
greater  number  of  ships  have 
entered  this  port,  during  the  year 
ending  on  Monday,  the  24th,  than 
in  any  preceding  year.  The  dock 
duties  received  in  the  same  period 
amount  to  102,403/.  17*?*  4 d.,  and 
show  a  considerable  increase  over 
the  year  1820  and  1821.  The 
following  comparative  table  shews 
the  number  of  ships  which  have 
entered  the  port,  their  tonnage, 
and  the  amount  of  dock  duties 
levied,  in  each  year,  since  1812  in¬ 
clusive. 


Years. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Dock  Duties. 

tats 

4,599 

J-  1  ^ 

446,788 

£. 

44,403. 

£• 

7 

(l 

11 

1813 

5,341 

547,426 

50,177 

1.3 

2 

1814 

5,706 

548,957 

709,849 

59,741 

2 

4 

1815 

6,440 

76,915 

8 

8 

1816 

6,888 

774,243 

92,646 

10 

9 

1817 

6,079 

653,425 

75,890 

16 

4 

1848 

6,779 

754,690 

98,533 

8 

3 

1819 

7,849 

867,318 

110,127 

1 

8 

1820 

7,276 

805,033 

94,412 

11 

6 

1824 

7,81.0* 

839,848 

94,556 

9 

1 

1822 

8,1536 

892,902,102.403 

17 

4 

Fossile  Remains. — The  work¬ 
men  employed  in  digging  the 
foundation  for  the  new  gaol 
at  Morpeth,  lately  found,  at  the 
depth  of  13  feet  from  the  sur¬ 


face,  an  oak  tree,  measuring  58 
feet  in  length  and  9  feet  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  perfectly  sound. 
The  skeleton  of  a  deer’s  head,  with 
fine  branching  horns,  was  also 
lately  found  at  the  same  place, 
about  1 5  feet  below  the  surface. 

Police  of  the  Metropolis — 
The  Report  of  the  Select  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  the  police  of  the  metropolis,  re¬ 
commends  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  be  authorized  to  sanction  an 
additional  payment  to  any  officer 
who  may  be  severely  wounded  irt 
the  performance  of  his  duty,  and 
to  grant  a  retiring  allowance,  when 
any  officer  may  be  completely  dis¬ 
abled  by  bodily  injury,  or  worn 
out  by  length  of  service ;  and  also 
to  attach  to  each  office  one  head- 
constable,  at  a  salary  of  three  gui¬ 
neas  per  week  without  emolu¬ 
ments  ;  such  officer  to  he  selected 
from  the  most  deserving  of  those 
at  present  employed.  With  re¬ 
spect  to  fairs  held  in  London  and 
its  vicinity,  it  proposes  to  empower 
any  two  magistrates,  who  shall 
have  reason  to  think  a  fair  entirely 
illegal,  or  continued  lieyond  its 
legal  duration,  to  summon  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  the  ground 
whereon  it  is  held,  to  appear  at  a 
petty  session  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  division,  and  show  his  title  to 
hold  such  fair;  and  in  case  he  shall 
not  satisfy  them,  they  shall  he 
enabled  to  declare  such  fair  illegal, 
and  to  require  the  peace-officers 
to  remove  all  articles  from  the 
ground,  and  take  into  custody 
all  persons  who  shall  continue  such 
fair,  after  notice  given  of  its  ille¬ 
gality.  On  the  subject  of  bullock- 
hunting,  the  committee  recommend 
that  the  penalty,  now  20 s.,  he  in¬ 
creased  to  40a*.  for  a  first  offence, 
and  5/.  for  a  second. 
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Georgia. — -An  extraordinary 
phenomenon  has  taken  place  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  near  the 
Warren  line,  on  a  hill  near  the 
Ogecheo  river.  About  six  or  eight 
weeks  ago,  the  earth  on  a  steep 
hill-side  was  discovered  to  be  sink¬ 
ing.  On  the  most  elevated  part 
of  the  hill,  the  earth  has  sunk 
about  twelve  feet  perpendicular, 
while  on  the  lower  side  it  has  risen 
six  or  eight  feet  above  its  original 
level.  Over  about  one  acre,  the 
timber  has  been  prostrated  on  the 
earth,  forming  a  ruinous  appear¬ 
ance  from  its  having  been  thrown 
in  every  direction.  On  the  other 
part,  some  of  the  trees  are  fallen; 
whilst  the  remnant  are  tilted  in 
different  directions,  with  a  number 
of  cracks  of  different  sizes,  and 
running  various  courses.  There  is  a 
large  crack  extending  itself  along 
the  side  of  the  hill,  indicating  there¬ 
by  the  further  progress  of  this 
strange  eruption.  Previously  to  this 
event,  there  was  a  good  spring  of 
water  flowing  from  the  troubled 
part  of  the  earth ;  the  water  still 
issues  from  the  ruin,  resembling  in 
colour  the  earth  which  is  discover¬ 
able  in  those  cracks. 

26.  Jamaica — St.  Jago  de  la 
Vega. — Mary  Russell,  a  free  black 
woman,  found  guilty  of  murdering 
a  negro  girl,  a  slave,  was  executed 
on  the  Race-ground  near  this 
town,  according  to  her  sentence. 
A  very  disgraceful  scene  took 
place  previously  to  the  execution  : 
the  white  man,  who  was  to  act 
as  executioner,  haring  fallen  into 
fits,  and  become  incapable  of 
performing  the  duty,  Mr.  MTntosh, 
the  deputy-marshal,  after  con¬ 
siderable  delay,  procured  a  negro 
from  the  gaol,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  sentence  into 
effect ;  when  a  Mr.  Beaumont,  a 
white  person,  addressing  Mr. 


MTntosh,  said  with  much  earnest¬ 
ness,  and  in  a  loud  voice,  “  By 
God,  she  must  not  be  exe¬ 
cuted  by  a  slave — it  is  contrary  to 
law,”  with  other  expressions,  which 
occasioned  considerable  commotion 
in  the  crowd:  a  cry  of  rescue  was 
heard,  and  the  officer,  commanding 
a  strong  party  of  military  who 
were  present,  gave  the  order  to 
prime  and  load.”  Mr.  MTntosh, 
having  only  been  a  fewr  days  in 
office,  felt  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  and 
drove  off  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Ken¬ 
nedy  (the  provost-marshal),  who 
proceeded  to  Tie  spot ;  soon  after 
his  arrival,  the  unfortunate  woman, 
who  had  been  kept  nearly  three 
hours  in  dreadful  suspense,  was 
launched  into  eternity.  It  was 
afterwards  found  necessary  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  executioners  from  the 
crowd  by  an  escort  of  military: 
they  were  pelted  with  stones  011 
their  way,  and  several  soldiers  were 
slightly  wounded. 

Volcano. — The  volcano  of 
Oefield  Jokkel,  in  Iceland,  which, 
since  its  first  eruption,  had  remained 
quiet  for  half  a  year,  broke  out 
again  with  great  violence  on  the 
26th.  It  did  great  damage  to 
the  surrounding  country,  by  the 
vast  quantity  of  ashes  which  it 
threw  up. 

2J.  Court  of  King’s-Bench. 
Ex  parte  Jephson. — -Mr.  Tyndall 
moved  for  a  rule  to  shew  cause 
why  a  mandamus  should  not  issue, 
requiring  the  vice-chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge  to  admit 
Mr.  Jephson  to  the  office  of  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Mineralogy,  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  late  Dr.  Clarke. — - 
The  question  was,  whether  by  the 
true  import  of  the  words  of  the 
grace  authorising  the  election,  it 
ought  to  he  made  by  the  whole 
Senate  in  the  first  instance,  or 
whether  the  heads  of  houses  were 
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entitled  to  select  two  candidates, 
one  of  whom  must  be  chosen.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  first  mode,  Mr. 
Jephson  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority;  by  the  latter  mode,  Mr. 
Henslow  would  succeed  ;  and  the 
vice-chancellor  had  decided  in 
favour  of  the  latter.  The  learned 
counsel  argued  that  the  words 
“  eligatur  a  nobis”  were  general, 
and  that  the  professor  of  minera¬ 
logy  ought  to  be  chosen,  as  five 
other  professors  were  elected,  by 
the  whole  Senate.  The  court 
doubted,  whether  they  had  power 
to  interfere ;  but  as  they  thought 
the  point  deserving  of  further  con¬ 
sideration,  they  granted  the  rule 
to  show  cause. 

30.  At  two  p.  m.  a  destruc¬ 
tive  fire  broke  out  in  the  little 
populous  town  of  Whitstable, 
in  Kent.  It  commenced  at  a 
storehouse  adjoining  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Mr.  Gann,  at  the 
western  end  of  the  place  on  the 
sea  wall,  and  the  roof  being 
composed  of  thatch,  and  the  other 
part  of  wood,  the  whole  was  in 
a  short  time  a  body  of  fire ;  the 
wind,  which  at  the  moment  blew 
strong  from  the  west,  scattering  the 
burning  embers  along  the  whole  line 
of  the  sea-beach.  At  five  o’clock, 
by  the  persevering  exertions  of  all, 
and  especially  of  the  party  of  the 
blockade  service,  all  further  imme¬ 
diate  danger  was  prevented;  the 
spectacle,  however,  was  that  of  a 
scene  of  smoking  ruins  towards  the 
sea,  from  one  extremity  of  the 
place  to  the  other ;  while  in  the 
street  there  was  scarcely  a  house 
on  the  left  side,  out  of  which  the 
furniture  was  not  removed.  The 
total  of  buildings  destroyed  was  46; 
viz.  nine  dwelling-houses,  four 
boat-builders’  shops,  and  33  store¬ 
houses  ;  many  others  were  partially 
injured.  The  estimate  of  the  loss 


and  damage  of  buildings  and  fur¬ 
niture,  amounted  to  nearly  7^000/. 
of  which  sum  little  more  than 
1,100/.  was  insured ;  but  the 
most  serious  deprivation  was  that 
of  the  poor  dredgermen,  many  of 
whose  boats,  with  their  nets  and 
materials,  were  burnt  in  their 
different  storehouses. 

Vexatious  Law  Proceedings. 
* — In  the  investigations  that  have 
taken  place  before  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
subject  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  Mr. 
Thomas  Clark  (at  the  time  clerk 
of  the  court)  stated,  that  in  a 
debtor’s  book,  he  found  a  paper, 
“  wherein  it  was  pointed  out  to 
debtors  how  to  harass  creditors.” 
He  had  heard,  he  said,  that  it  was 
sold  from  one  prisoner  to  another, 
in  a  printed  form,  for  sixpence 
each.  The  witness  then  delivered 
to  the  Committee  a  book,  from 
which  the  following  extract  was 
read  : 

“  When  arrested  and  held  to 
bail,  and  after  being  served  with  a 
declaration,  you  may  plead  a  gene¬ 
ral  issue,  which  brings  you  to  trial 
the  soonest  of  any  plea  that  you  can 
put  in;  but  if  you  want  to  vex 
your  plaintiff,  put  in  a  special  plea : 
and,  if  in  custody,  get  your  attor¬ 
ney  to  plead  in  your  name,  which 
will  cost  you  1/.  Is.  and  your  plain¬ 
tiff  31/.  as  expenses.  If  you  do  not 
mean  to  try  the  cause,  you  have 

no  occasion  to  do  so  until  vour 

*/ 

plaintiff  gets  judgment  against 
you ;  he  must,  in  the  term  after 
you  put  in  a  special  plea,  send  what 
is  termed  the  paper  book,  which 
you  must  return  with  7 s.  6d. 
otherwise  you  will  not  put  him  to 
half  the  expenses.  When  he  pro¬ 
ceeds,  and  has  received  a  final 
judgment  against  you,  get  your 
attorney  to  search  the  office  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  purpose  in  the 
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Temple,  and  when  he  finds  that 
judgment  is  actually  signed,  he 
must  give  notice  to  the  plaintiff’s 
attorney  to  attend  the  master  to 
tax  his  costs ;  at  which  time  your 
attorney  must  have  a  writ  of  error 
ready,  and  give  it  the  plaintiff’s 
attorney  before  the  master,  which 
puts  him  to  a  very  great  expense, 
as  he  will  have  the  same  charges 
to  no  over  again.  The  writ  of 
error  will  cost  you  4/.  4?.  If  you 
want  to  be  further  troublesome  to 
your  plaintiffs,  make  your  writ  of 
error  returnable  in  parliament, 
which  costs  you  8/.  8s.  and  your 
plaintiff  100/.  Should  he  have  the 
courage  to  follow  you  through  all 
your  proceedings,  then  file  a  bill  in 
the  Exchequer,  which  will  cost 
about  51.  or  61. ;  and  if  he  answers 
it,  it  will  cost  him  80/.  more.  After 
this  you  may  fde  a  bill  in  Chancery, 
which  will  cost  about  10/.;  and  if 
he  does  not  answer  this  bill,  you 
will  get  an  injunction,  and  at  the 
same  time  an  attachment  from  the 
Court  against  him,  and  may  take 
his  body  for  contempt  of  court  in 
not  answering  your  last  bill.  You 
may  file  your  bill  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  instead  of  the  Exchequer, 
only  the  latter  costs  you  the  least. 
If  you  are  at  any  time  served  with 
a  copy  of  writ,  take  no  further  no¬ 
tice  of  it  than  by  keeping  it;  when 
you  are  declared  against,  do  not 
fail  to  put  in  a  special  plea  imme¬ 
diately,  and  most  likely  you  will 
hear  no  more  of  the  business,  as 
your  plaintiff  will  probably  not  like 
to  incur  any  further  expense,  after 
having  been  at  so  much.” 

Defendant’s  Costs : 

£.  s.  d. 


Common  Plea  . .  0  3  6 

Special  do .  1  1  0 

Paper  Book .  0  7  6 

Writ  of  Error .  4  4  0 


Vol.  LXIV. 


Ditto  returnable  in  Parlia¬ 


ment  . .  •  •  8  8  0 

Filing  a  bill  in  Exchequer  6  6  0 

Ditto  in  Chancery .  10  0  0 


£.30  10  0’ 


Plaintiff’s  Costs : 

Answer  to  Special  Plea  •  •  30  0  0 

Answer  to  Writ  of  Error  100  0  0 

Answer  to  bill  in  Exche¬ 
quer  .  84  0  0 

Ditto,  ditto  in  Chancery  100  0  0 

£.314  0  0 


Extents  in  Aid. 

“  Order  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
respecting  the  Affidavit  on  which 
the  Process  of  Extents  in  Aid 
shall  in  future  be  issued. 

“  Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  At¬ 
torney-General,  it  is  ordered,  that 
from  henceforth  no  fiat  for  an 
extent  in  aid  shall  be  granted,  un¬ 
less  the  party  applying  for  the 
same,  or  some  person  or  persons  on 
his  behalf,  shall  make  affidavit 
that,  unless  the  process  of  extent 
for  the  debt  due  to  him  from  his 
debtor  be  forthwith  issued,  the 
debt  due  to  the  crown  from  the 
party  applying  will  be  in  danger 
of  being  lost  to  the  crown. 

“  James  Elderton,  Reg.” 


JULY. 

Loss  of  His  Majesty’s  Ship 
Drake. — The  following  details  of 
the  loss  of  his  Majesty’s  ship  Drake 
are  extracted  from  a  Newfoundland 
paper  of  the  2nd  inst. 

“  The  Drake  sailed  from  Hali¬ 
fax  on  Thursday  morning,  20th 
June,  for  St.John’s.  The  weather 
being  fine,  and  the  wind  favour- 
able,  she  continued  to  steer  a  direct 
course  for  Cape  Race :  on  Sunday 
morning  it  came  on  extremely 
"I. 
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tlrick,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from 
W.S.W.;  at  noon  it  cleared  up  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  just 
giving  time  to  get  a  good  observ¬ 
ation  of  the  latitude,  which  agreed 
very  well  with  the  latitude  by 
account.  At  the  time  we  supposed 
ourselves,  by  our  reckoning,  to  be 
90  miles  from  Cape  Race.  At  six 
in  the  evening,  having  run  about 
60  miles  since  noon,  and  finding 
the  fog  still  continuing,  we  hauled 
out  four  points,  intending  to  have 
steered  S.E.  During  the  night, 
about  half-past  seven  o’clock,  all 
hands  being  on  deck,  breakers  were 
reported  to  be  a-head ;  the  ship 
was  instantly  hauled  to  the  wind ; 
but  not  being  able  to  clear  the 
danger  on  that  tack,  we  endea¬ 
voured  to  stay  the  vessel ;  but 
from  the  heavy  sea,  and  whilst  in 
stay,  her  stern  took  the  breakers, 
and  she  immediately  fell  broadside 
on,  the  sea  beating  completely  over 
her ;  the  masts  were  immediately 
cut  away  with  the  view  of  lighten¬ 
ing  the  vessel,  as  well  as  affording 
a  bridge  to  save  the  crew,  but  with¬ 
out  success  in  either  point,  for  in  a 
few  moments  she  bilged,  at  which 
time  there  did  not  appear  the 
slightest  hope  of  saving  a  man. 
The  cutter  was  launched  over  the 
lee  gangway,  but  immediately  sunk. 
A  man  attempted  with  a  lead-line 
to  swim  on  shore,  but  the  current 
setting  strong  to  the  northward, 
lie  was  nearly  drowned  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  The  only  hope  that  re¬ 
mained  was  in  the  gig  (the  j  olly-boat 
having  been  washed  away),  which 
was  launched  from  the  forecastle 
with  the  boatswain  and  lead-line ; 
a  heavy  surf  washed  her  upon  a  rock 
not  communicating  with  the  main, 
and  dashed  her  to  pieces,  but  the 
boatswain  succeeded  in  scrambling 
up  the  rock  with  a  few  fathoms  of 
line.  The  sea  at  this  moment 
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making  heavy  breaches  over  the 
ship,  the  crew  were  on  the  fore¬ 
castle  hanging  by  the  ropes,  each 
succeeding  wave  appearing  to  bring 
with  it  destruction,  when  a  tre¬ 
mendous  sea  lifted  her  quarter  over 
the  rock  on  which  she  first  struck, 
and  close  to  another,  comparatively 
sheltered.  The  forecastle,  hitherto 
the  most  sheltered  part  of  the  wreck, 
was  now  abandoned  for  the  rock  ; 
and  all  hope  of  the  vessel  being 
gone,  it  was  determined,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  to  quit  her.  The  people 
severally  stepped  from  the  poop  to 
the  rock,  in  attempting  which  a 
few  (among  whom  was  lieut. 
Stanley)  were  washed  away,  and 
dashed  with  tremendous  force 
against  the  wreck.  Capt.  Baker 
(after  seeing  the  whole  of  the  crew 
on  the  rock)  followed;  but  it  was 
now  found,  that  the  rock  was  insu¬ 
lated,  and  the  rising  tide  would 
cover  it.  The  boatswain  observing 
this,  swam  off  with  the  piece  of  line 
in  his  possession ;  in  spite  of  the 
surf,  he  succeeded  in  reaching 
land,  and,  coming  opposite  the  rock 
on  which  the  crew  were,  threw 
the  line  across;  it  was  found  just 
long  enough  for  one  to  hold  it  on 
the  main,  and  one  on  the  rock  at 
arms  length;  by  this  trifling  assist¬ 
ance  44  out  of  50,  who  landed  on 
the  rock,  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
main,  and  it  is  probable  all  would 
have  done  so,  had  not  a  man  and  a 
woman  attempted  to  cross  toge¬ 
ther,  by  which  the  line  was  forced  1 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  men  on  the 
rock,  and,  in  the  attempt  to  get  I 
it  back,  was  washed  away. 
Captain  Baker  was  repeatedly  re¬ 
quested  to  cross,  but  every  time  1 
resolutely  refused,  and,  throughout 
the  whole  unfortunate  occurrence,  ! 
regardless  of  his  own  life,  he 
thought  only  of  saving  the  lives  of 
the  crew.  Every  instant  the  water 
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rose  and  the  surf  increased ;  the 
officers  and  ship’s  crew  used  every 
endeavour  by  tying  handkerchiefs 
together  to  make  another  holdfast ; 
but,  this  proving  too  short,  we 
were  soon  after  reluctantly  com¬ 
pelled  to  abandon  them  to  their 
fate,  and  at  day-break  there  was 
not  the  slightest  trace  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  sufferers.  It  is  probable 
they  might  have  remained  half  an 
hour  after  the  line  was  gone,  the 
tide  rising  rapidly,  and  their  inevit¬ 
able  fate  approaching  nearer  every 
instant.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  sufferers  on  this  melancholy 
occasion :  capt.  Baker,  lieutenant 
Stanley,  Mr.  Newnham,  master, 
Mr.  Wm.  Moore,  midshipman  (son 
of  John  Moore,  esq.  of  his  Majesty’s 
customs  in  this  place),  master’s  son, 
carpenter’s  son,  nine  seamen,  two 
marines,  and  two  women. 

5.  Abstract  of  the  Nett  Produce  of 
the  Revenue  in  the  Quarters 
ended  5  th  of  July,  1821,  and 
5th  of  July,  1822  : — 

1821.  1822. 

Customs  •  •  •  .£.1,898,699  £1,946,108 

Excise  . -6,298,810  6,268,738 

Stamps . 1,518,493  1,500,716 

Post  Office  318,000  355,000 

Assessed  Taxes  2,328,040  2,192,521 

Land  Taxes  •  •  446,366  474,749 

Miscellaneous  64,972  99,451 

£.12,872,380  12,837,283 

Decrease  on  Quarter  £.35,097 

The  Nett  Produce  of  the  Revenue 
for  the  years  ended  5th  of  July, 
1821,  and  5th  of  July,  1822,  is 


1821  . £.49,691,537 

1822  . .  51,325,568 


Increase  in  the  year  £.  1,634,031 


9-  Operation  of  the  Alien 
Act. — Captain  Peter  Black,  of  the 
Lord  Melville  steam-packet,  ap¬ 


peared  before  R.  J.  Chambers,  and 
R.  Hedger,  esqrs.,  at  Union-hall 
office,  on  an  information  under  the 
56th  of  Geo.  3rd,  cap.  86,  charging 
him  with  having  landed  in  the 
port  of  London  an  alien  named 
Jean  Ulrick  Districh,  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  without  having  spe¬ 
cified  the  same  in  the  ship’s  declar¬ 
ation,  submitted  on  arrival  in 
port  to  the  inspector  of  aliens. 

Mr.  Capper,  principal  officer  in 
the  Alien  department,  appeared 
upon  the  part  of  government,  and 
called 

Captain  Walsh,  of  his  Majesty’s 
brig  the  Flamer,  lying  at  Graves¬ 
end,  who  is  the  inspector  of  aliens 
at  that  station.  He  (witness)  pro¬ 
duced  the  Lord  Melville’s  declara¬ 
tion,  dated  the  27th  of  June, 
1822,  and  duly  enumerating  the 
names  of  the  British  subjects  landed 
from  the  Lord  Melville  in  the  port 
of  London ;  and  in  the  same  de¬ 
claration,  on  the  reverse  side,  under 
the  head  of  Aliens,  was  written 
ce  None.” 

Mr.  Capper  then  called  Jean 
Ulrick  Districh,  who  stated,  that  he 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and 
that,  on  the  27th  of  June,  he  came 
over,  a  passenger  on  board  the  Lord 
Melville  steam-packet,  and  was 
landed  from  her  in  the  port  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Witness  said,  that  his  name 
had  not  been  demanded  on  board 
the  vessel,  and  that,  during  the  time 
the  packet  was  getting  under  way, 
he  was  in  the  cabin  writing  letters. 
Witness  did  not  recollect  the 
captain’s  person ;  paid  32.?.  for  his 
passage,  and  received  the  check, 
which  he  returned  on  landing  in 
England. 

Mr.  Capper  observed,  that  the 
information  would  not  have  been 
exhibited,  if  the  case  just  stated 
were  a  solitary  instance  of  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  act,  but  there  had 
I  2 
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been  on  board  at  the  very  time  a 
lady  and  gentleman,  also  foreigners, 
whose  names  were  not  inserted  in 
the  declaration,  and  whom  he 
should  have  brought  forward,  if 
they  had  not  been  obliged  to  return 
to  the  continent  immediately  after 
their  arrival.  The  instructions 
from  the  secretary  of  state  to  press 
the  conviction  against  the  defendant 
were  peremptory. 

The  defendant  said,  he  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  alien 
Jean  Ulrick  Districh,  whom  he 
did  not  see  on  board  the  Lord 
Melville,  and  who  might  have  been 
overlooked  during  the  time  the 
declaration  was  in  the  course  of 
being  filled,  as  he  did  not  appear 
amongst  the  other  passengers  on 
deck,  where  it  was  usual  for 
passengers  to  assemble  on  such 
occasions.  The  defendant  added, 
that  he  had  been  13  or  14  voyages 
from  London  to  Calais. 

Mr.  Jolliffe,  one  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  Lord  Melville,  stated, 
that  the  defendant  had  uniformly 
conducted  himself  with  the  greatest 
propriety  while  in  their  service, 
and  had,  up  to  the  time  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  punctually  attended  to  the 
statute.  The  omission  was,  it 
appeared  evident,  a  mere  act  of 
inadvertency,  and  as  such,  ought 
not  to  be  severely  inquired  into. 

Mr.  Capper  persevered,  however, 
and  the  magistrates  observed,  that 
the  omission,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
was  an  instance  of  gross  negligence, 
and  that,  the  more  the  act  was  en¬ 
forced,  the  more  advantageous  it 
would  prove  to  masters  and  pro¬ 
prietors  of  steam-packets.  They, 
therefore,  convicted  the  defendant  in 
the  penalty  of  10/.  and  106*.  costs. 

Mr.  Jolliffe  said,  that  the  pro¬ 
prietors  were  put  to  great  and  un¬ 
necessary  inconvenience,  by  being 
obliged  to  land  foreigners  at 


Gravesend,  as  they  made  it  a  point 
to  wait  for  the  return  of  such 
passengers  from  the  examination 
at  that  station.  There  was  danger 
also  attending  the  practice.  He 
suggested,  that  an  alien  officer 
should  he  appointed  to  remain  on 
board  each  packet,  or  a  Custom¬ 
house  officer  sent  on  board  from 
Gravesend  to  prevent  the  delay. 
The  proprietors  of  the  Lord  Mel¬ 
ville  would,  however,  acquaint 
aliens  at  Paris,  Frankfort,  and  all 
the  great  towns  on  the  continent, 
that  they  would  in  future  he 
landed  at  Gravesend,  and  not  in 
London. 

Vice-chancellor’s  Court.-t- 
Ingham  v.  Bickerdike . — Mr.  Bell 
stated  the  case  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff.  Ignatius  Ingham,  the 
father  of  the  plaintiff,  Theophilus 
Hastings  Ingham,  was  the  son  of 
the  rev.  Benjamin  Ingham,  by 
lady  Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters 
of  Theophilus,  the  eighth  earl  of 
Huntingdon,  and  was,  at  the  time 
of  making  a  conveyance  of  certain 
property,  entitled  to  estates  of 
great  yearly  value  in  the  county 
of  York,  which  he  had  acquired 
either  by  descent,  or  as  devisee 
under  the  will  of  his  father.  Ig¬ 
natius  Ingham  was  a  man  of  very 
weak  mind,  and  wholly  incom¬ 
petent  to  manage  his  affairs:  being 
religiously  inclined,  and  of  the  sect 
called  Methodists,  he  was  easily 
persuaded  that  attention  to  worldly 
affairs  was  inconsistent  with  his 
religious  duties.  About  1787  be 
became  acquainted  with  Robert 
Nightingale,  who  rented  a  small 
farm  near  Gisburne,  and  was  in 
low  and  indigent  circumstances. 
Nightingale  and  his  family  ac¬ 
quired  an  extraordinary  influence 
over  him ;  the  result  of  which  was, 
that  he  was  persuaded  to  marry 
Ann,  the.  daughter  of  Robert 
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Nightingale.  After  the  marriage 
the  influence  of  his  wife  and  her 
family  increased ;  so  that  though 
he  had  lived  at  a  very  moderate 
expense,  and  was  a  man  of  few 
wants,  having,  through  his  wife 
and  her  relations,  contracted  some 
debts,  he  was  persuaded,  that  to 
retain  the  management  of  his  affairs 
would  require  considerable  care 
and  attention,  and  wholly  abstract 
him  from  his  religious  duties.  In 
this  wTay,  he  was  induced  to  convey 
his  real  estates  to  lord  Ribblesdale 
for  a  term  of  500  years,  upon  such 
trusts  as  he  should  appoint  by  deed; 
and  accordingly  he  afterwards  ap¬ 
pointed  them  to  the  use  of  his 
wife,  during  their  joint  lives,  and 
to  the  use  of  the  survivor.  It 
however  appeared,  that  the  name 
of  lord  Ribblesdale  was  inserted  in 
such  trust  deed  without  his  know- 
ledge,  and  that  he  never  executed 
the  conveyance,  or  acted  under  it. 
The  learned  counsel  then  stated, 
that  Ann  died  in  1799j>  and  that 
her  sister  Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
Bickerdike,  who  had  been  for 
some  time  separated  from  her 
husband,  had  gone  to  live  with 
Ignatius  Ingham  and  his  wife 
Ann,  during  her  life,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  servant  or  housekeeper, 
•or  companion  to  her  sister.  The 
learned  counsel  further  stated,  that 
•upon  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Ingham’s  weakness  of  mind,  his 
devotion  to  religious  duties,  his 
Susceptibility  of  the  influence  of 
others,  more  particularly  of  per¬ 
sons  who  professed  extreme  strict¬ 
ness  in  religious  observances  and 
principles,  greatly  increased,  and 
he  became  still  more  susceptible  of 
the  impression,  that  to  attend  to 
Worldly  affairs  was  inconsistent 
with  his  religious  duties.  This 
delusion  wTas  encouraged  by  Mary 
Bickerdike  and  her  relations,  by 


every  means  in  their  power,  so 
that  it  was  a  task  of  no  great  diffi¬ 
culty  to  persuade  him  to  entrust 
the  direction  of  his  affairs  to  Ro¬ 
bert  Nightingale  and  Mary  Bic¬ 
kerdike,  who  soon  obtained  an 
unlimited  influence  over  him,  and 
persuaded  him,  that  it  would  be 
much  more  for  his  benefit,  and 
would  relieve  him  from  much 
trouble,  and  distraction  from  his 
religious  exercises,  if  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  estates  should  be  given 
to  Mary  Bickerdike,  who,  in  order 
to  devote  her  whole  attention  to 
his  affairs,  was  willing  to  consent 
to  live  separate  from  her  husband, 
and,  in  case  she  should  survive 
him,  to  continue  single  and  unmar¬ 
ried.  The  learned  counsel  then 
went  on  to  state,  that,  in  pursuance 
of  representations  calculated  to  ope¬ 
rate  on  a  weak  mind,  Ignatius 
Ingham  was  induced  to  sign  an 
instrument,  confirming  to  Mary 
Bickerdike  an  interest  in  his  pro¬ 
perty,  equal  to  what  he  had  before 
granted  to  his  wife.  The  solicitor, 
who  prepared  this  instrument,  re¬ 
ceived  his  instructions  from  Mary 
Bickerdike  alone.  Ingham  having 
been  thus  relieved  from  the  care 
of  looking  into  his  own  concerns — • 
having  but  few  wants,  and  those 
wants  from  time  to  time  supplied 
■ — he  was  perfectly  content  that 
this  state  of  things  should  con¬ 
tinue  ;  and  though  lie  lived  at 
trifling  expense,  yet,  being  induced 
by  Mrs.  Bickerdike  to  believe  that 
he  had  contracted  debts,  he  con¬ 
sented  that  a  part  of  his  estates 
should  be  sold  to  the  late  earl  of 
ITarewrood,  for  the  sum  of  8,000/., 
the  greater  part  of  which  was 
applied  by  her  without  being 
accounted  for.  By  similar  re¬ 
presentations,  other  estates  be¬ 
longing  to  Ingham  were  sold  to 
the  late  earl  of  Harewood,  % 
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33,000/.;  2,000/.  of  which  was 
paid  to  Robert  Nightingale  and 
Mary  Bickerdike,  and  the  remain- 
ing  31,000/.  left  for  some  time  at 
interest  in  the  earl  of  Harewood’s 
hands.  The  learned  counsel  then 
stated  the  marriage  of  Ignatius 
Ingham  with  Elizabeth  Moon,  the 
mother  of  the  plaintiff,  a  woman 
in  an  humble  station  at  York,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  retirement  till 
his  death,  without  ever  acquaint* 
ing  her  with  any  of  the  transac¬ 
tions  respecting  his  property.  On 
the  contrary,  after  his  marriage, 
he  continued  absorbed  in  his  reli¬ 
gious  ideas,  intrusting  the  entire 
management  of  his  worldly  affairs 
to  the  defendants,  Bickerdike  and 
Nightingale.  After  this  he  was 
induced  to  part  with  the  whole  of 
his  property,  in  order  that,  being 
divested  of  every  care,  he  might 
reside  with  his  wife  near  a  Metho¬ 
dist  meeting-house  he  had  built, 
and  spend  his  whole  time  in 
prayer.  The  learned  counsel  then 
stated  the  birth  of  the  plaintiff  in 
1808,  and  the  will  of  Ignatius 
Ingham  in  1815,  by  which  he 
gave  all  his  estates  to  John  Cock- 
shot  and  J ohn  Hartley,  upon  trust, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiff 
Theophilus  Hastings  Ingham,  of 
whom  he  appointed  Cockshot  and 
Hartley  guardians.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  wholly  neglected  to  act  under 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the 
testator;  and,  in  fact,  did  not 
prove  his  will  till  1820.  Mr.  Bell 
having  stated  these,  and  a  variety 
of  other  transactions  of  a  similarly 
fraudulent  character,  argued  that 
the  Court  ought  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  bill,  which  was,  to 
set  asi<le  all  the  conveyances  and 
instruments,  which  Ingham,  under 
the  delusion  practised  upon  him, 
had  executed  ;  that  accounts  might 
be  taken  of  the  rents  and  profits  of 


his  estates ;  that  a  receiver  might 
be  appointed;  and  that  Hartley 
and  Cockshot  might  be  restrained 
from  interfering  with  the  testator’s 
property,  or  from  acting  as  guar¬ 
dians  to  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Hart,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants,  contended,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  transactions 
detailed  in  the  plaintiff’s  bill,  which 
showed  that  what  the  testator  had 
done  had  not  flowed  from  his  vo¬ 
luntary  and  uninfluenced  inclina¬ 
tion.  He  submitted  that,  as  the 
testator  had  lived  many  years  after 
these  conveyances  had  taken  place, 
the  Court  would  be  stepping  be¬ 
yond  its  jurisdiction  in  setting 
them  aside,  or  granting  a  receiver. 
He  trusted  the  Court  would  not 
take  the  property  out  of  that  pos¬ 
session,  in  which  it  had  been  placed 
by  the  testator  himself. 

The  Vice  Chancellor,  in  deliver¬ 
ing  his  judgment,  observed  that 
this  was  a  case  in  which  he  should 
act  altogether  upon  the  principle 
as  laid  down  by  the  lord  chancel¬ 
lor,  in  Huguenin  v.  Bazeley ;  and 
unless  he  deceived  himself,  there 
were  not  two  cases,  to  which  the 
same  principle  more  directly  ap¬ 
plied.  The  result  of  the  lord 
chancellor’s  opinion  was,  after  stat¬ 
ing  the  evidence,  to  this  effect 
“  Repeating,  therefore,  distinctly, 
that  this  Court  is  not  to  undo  vo¬ 
luntary  deeds,  I  represent  the 
question  thus:  whether  she  exe¬ 
cuted  these  instruments,  not  only 
voluntarily,  but  with  that  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  their  effect,  nature, 
and  consequences,  which  the  de¬ 
fendant  Bazeley,  and  the  attorney, 
were  bound,  by  their  duty,  to  com¬ 
municate  to  her,  before  she  was 
suffered  to  execute  them ;  and 
though,  perhaps,  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  duties  which  this 
Court  required  from  them,  in  the 
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situation  in  which  they  stood, 
where  the  decision  rests  upon  the 
ground  of  public  utility,  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  it  is  necessary  to  impute 
knowledge  which  the  party  may 
not  actually  have  had.  These 
parties,  therefore,  cannot  possibly 
hold  the  benefit  of  these  instru¬ 
ments.”  Those  who  now  repre¬ 
sent  Mrs.  Bickerdike  claim  a 
large  property,  by  gift  from  Igna¬ 
tius  Ingham,  the  testator.  At  the 
time  the  gift  was  made,  Mrs. 
Bickerdike  was  residing  in  his  fa¬ 
mily  ;  she  stood  in  the  most  confi¬ 
dential  relation  to  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  Court  was  bound  to  in¬ 
quire,  as  the  lord  chancellor  had 
done,  whether,  when  Ignatius  Ing¬ 
ham  made  such  gifts,  he  understood 
their  effect,  nature,  and  conse¬ 
quences  ;  and  whether  they  had 
been  so  fully  explained  to  him  by 
Mrs.  Bickerdike  and  her  family,  as 
it  was  their  duty  to  have  explained 
them  ;  that  such  had  not  been  the 
case  was  the  result  of  a  very  short 
statement  indeed.  In  the  year 
1796,  this  unfortunate  gentle¬ 
man  was  labouring  under  an 
enthusiastic  delusion  of  mind,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  conveyed 
all  his  property  to  his  first  wife, 
for  her  sole  and  separate  use,  to  his 
exclusion,  she  being  bound,  by  the 
declared  purpose  of  the  trust,  to 
maintain  him  and  his  family,  and 
to  pay  his  debts.  The  wife,  to 
whom  this  extraordinary  gift  had 
been  made,  died  in  1799  ,  and  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Bickerdike,  who  had 
for  some  years  been  separated  from 
her  husband,  and  had  lived  with 
her  up  to  the  period  of  her  death, 
still  remained  in  the  family.  Soon 
after  her  sister’s  death,  the  deed, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the 
present  suit,  was  executed ;  and, 
upon  reading  its  provisions,  it  was 


impossible  not  to  see  what  its  pur¬ 
pose  was,  that  Mr.  Ingham  wished 
to  substitute  this  lady  in  the  same 
situation  of  trust  and  confidence 
as,  by  the  former  deed,  he  had  re¬ 
posed  in  his  wife.  There  was  the 
additional  provision,  that,  if  she  sur¬ 
vived  him,  she  was  to  apply  the  rents 
for  her  own  benefit  during  her  life. 
The  recital  in  the  deed  to  which 
he  (the  vice-chancellor)  was  re¬ 
ferring,  was,  that  this  lady  was 
living  separate  and  apart  from  her 
husband,  and  that  the  testator  was 
desirous  of  securing  a  provision 
for  her  during  her  life,  in  case 
she  continued  unmarried  :  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  her  was  to  depend  on 
her  being  in  a  situation,  in  Avhich 
she  could  continue  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  property,  and  leave 
him  at  liberty  wholly  to  apply 
himself  to  his  spiritual  concerns. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  whatever, 
that  at  the  time  of  executing  such 
a  deed,  this  gentleman  must  have 
continued  under  the  morbid  per¬ 
suasion,  that  his  duty  to  his  Maker 
required  him  to  withdraw  himself 
from  his  temporal  concerns.  The 
provision  of  the  deed  was,  that  she 
was  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  estates  so  long  as  she  re¬ 
mained  unmarried,  and  she  was  to 
provide  for  his  maintenance.  There 
was  a  power  given  to  the  trustees 
to  sell  such  parts  of  the  estates,  as 
it  might  be  necessary  to  sell  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts.  The 
whole  effect  of  this  deed  was,  to 
create  a  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
Mrs.  Bickerdike,  in  case  she  sur¬ 
vived  the  testator.  The  year  after 
this  deed  was  executed,  a  consider¬ 
able  estate  was  sold  to  lord  Hare- 
wood  ;  it  was  not  sold  under  the 
powers  in  the  deed,  but  by  the 
interposition  of  Ingham  himself, 
and  by  his  authority.  It  did  not 
appear  how  the  purchase-money 
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was  applied ;  the  answers  of  the 
defendants  had  stated  that  he  had 
applied  it  to  his  own  use.,  but 
they  did  not  state  that  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  any  part  of  it  in  payment  of 
his  acknowledged  debts-  Now, 
nothing  could  appear  more  singular, 
than  that,  immediately  after  the 
testator  had  executed  a  trust  deed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  his  being 
enabled  to  withdraw  himself  from 
worldly  affairs,  he  should  dispose 
nf  a  property  for  seven  or  eight 
thousand  pounds,  and  the  family 
surrounding  him  be  utterly  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  applied  so  large  a  sum  of 
money.  It  appeared  extraordinary 
there  should  be  no  traces  of  the 
application  of  this  sum ;  and  that 
Mrs.  Bickerdike  and  her  family 
should  not  be  able  to  state,  what 
had  become  of  a  single  shilling  of 
it :  it  was  a  circumstance  ex¬ 
tremely  suspicious,  and  one  to 
which  the  Court  would  not  give 
credit.  Having  sold  one  estate, 
he  soon  after  sold  another  to  the 
same  noble  lord,  for  33,000/.  The 
defendants  said  they  believed  a 
considerable  portion  had  been  ap¬ 
plied  in  payment  of  the  testator's 
debts ;  to  a  certain  extent  that 
might  be  true ;  but  with  respect  to 
14,000/.  of  that  money,  it  appear¬ 
ed  that  Mrs.  Bickerdike  had  re¬ 
ceived  it  for  her  own  use  and 
benefit.  With  reference  to  such 
transactions,  was  it  possible  the 
testator  could  have  understood  what 
he  was  doing  ?  It  was  impossible 
he  could  have  known  what  had 
become  of  this  14,000/.  Unques¬ 
tionably  he  had  not  given  it  to  her 
to  dispose  of  for  her  own  advan¬ 
tage  :  it  was  clear  that  the  only 
interest  she  had  in  the  testator’s 
property,  under  the  deed  of  trust, 
was  to  invest  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale  of  his  estates  in  se¬ 


curities  producing  interest,  to  which 
she  was  to  be  entitled  during  life, 
in  the  event  of  her  surviving  him. 
He  should  close  the  case  with  this 
observation — that  it  was  impossi¬ 
ble  Mrs.  Bickerdike  could  have  ex¬ 
plained  to  this  gentleman,  labour¬ 
ing  as  he  did  under  an  infirmity 
of  mind,  the  nature  of  the  instru¬ 
ment  he  was  executing.  It  was 
impossible  he  could  have  under¬ 
stood  those  acts,  the  nature  and 
effect  of  which  Mrs.  Bickerdike 
ought  fully  to  have  explained  to 
him.  Adopting,  therefore,  the 
principle  laid  down  by  lord  Eldon, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  his 
bounden  duty  to  secure  the  pro¬ 
perty,  till  the  whole  of  this  mys¬ 
terious  transaction  should  be  in¬ 
vestigated  ;  he  should  therefore 
grant  the  object  of  the  application 
to  its  full  extent,  as  well  with 
regard  to  the  money  as  to  the 
estate  of  the  testator. 

Accordingly,  the  testamentary 
guardians  were  removed,  a  receiver 
appointed,  and  the  defendants  re¬ 
strained  from  all  interference  with 
the  property. 

10.  A  public  dinner  was  given 
at  the  City  of  London  Tavern,  to 
Don  Francisco  Antonio  Zea,  vice- 
president  and  plenipotentiary  of 
the  republic  of  Colombia.  The  duke 
of  Somerset  took  the  chair,  with 
Sen  or  Zea  on  his  right  hand,  and 
the  company  sat  down  to  an  ele¬ 
gant  dinner.  The  noble  chairman 
proposed  the  health  of  Senor  Zea, 
as  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Co¬ 
lombia  ;  who  with  much  energy, 
and  at  considerable  length,  returned 
thanks  in  the  French  language. 

Court  of  King’s-bench. — 
Gower  and  Others  v.  the  London 
Assurance  Company. — This  was 
an  action  upon  a  policy  of  insur¬ 
ance,  effected  by  the  plaintiffs,  as 
agents  of  Ignatio  de  Casscres,  a 
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Spanish  subject,  on  a  box  of  jewels, 
valued  at  two  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  on  board  a  vessel 
called  La  Perie  at  and  from  Mar¬ 
seilles  to  Valencia,  on  the  31st  of 
October,  181(3.  Loss  averred  to 
be  by  the  perils  of  the  seas.  Plea, 
non  assumpsit,  and  issue  thereon. 

The  plaintiff’s  case  was  this  : — 
M.  Ignatio  de  Casseres,  a  native  of 
Spain,  residing  at  Paris,  in  1816 
transmitted  a  box  of  jewels,  be¬ 
longing  to  his  late  deceased  wife, 
to  his  agent,  M.  Figaro,  residing 
at  Marseilles,  to  be  shipped  from 
thence  to  Valencia,  and  forwarded 
to  Madrid  for  sale,  a  better  market 
being  expected  there  than  at  Paris, 
with  instructions  to  effect  insur¬ 
ances  thereon  in  London  to  the 
amount  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  pounds.  The  jewels  ar¬ 
rived  at  Marseilles,  and  M.  Figaro 
wrote  to  the  plaintiffs  in  London 
to  effect  insurances  accordingly 
upon  them  on  board  a  navire,  from 
Marseilles  to  V alencia ;  the  plain¬ 
tiffs,  in  pursuance  of  the  instruc¬ 
tions,  effected  a  policy  with  the 
defendants.  The  jewels  were 
shipped  on  board  a  felucca,  a  small 
vessel,  about  ten  or  twelve  tons 
burthen,  manned  by  three  or  four 
hands,  who  were  all  native 
Spaniards,  unacquainted  with 
Marseilles ;  vessels  of  this  kind 
are  mere  coasters  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  and  do  not  go  out  to  sea. 
On  board  the  vessel  was  a  bale  of 
silk  goods,  valued  at  about  one 
thousand  pounds  ;  some  bottles  of 
vitriolic  acid,  some  mercery  goods 
and  hardware,  destined  for  the 
same  port,  belonging  to  different 
consigners.  The  vessel  having 
put  to  sea,  encountered  contrary 
winds,  and  was  obliged  to  put 
back;  shortly  afterwards,  resum¬ 
ing  her  voyage,  she  encountered 
heavy  seas,  and  the  captain  and 


crew,  after  casting  anchor,  went  on 
shore  at  a  place  called  Bouck,  on 
the  coast  of  Spain,  and  took  shelter 
in  a  cave ;  in  the  course  of  the 
night  the  vessel  foundered  and 
went  to  the  bottom  in  about  nine 
feet  water.  The  captain  and  crew 
returned  to  Marseilles,  where  the 
former  and  his  mate  made  a  protest, 
stating  the  circumstances  of  the 
loss ;  but,  in  consequence  of  some 
suspicious  circumstances  in  the  case, 
they  were  taken  up  for  barratry,  and 
their  conduct  inquired  into  by  the 
judicial  authorities,  but  they  were 
afterwards  discharged  without  fur¬ 
ther  prosecution.  Numerous  exa¬ 
minations  on  interrogatories  were 
produced  on  the  part  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  several  witnesses  were 
examined,  to  prove  that  the  traffic 
between  Marseilles/Valencia,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  is 
usually  carried  on  in  small  vessels, 
such  as  that  in  which  the  property 
in  question  was  shipped. 

Two  grounds  of  defence  were 
taken: — 1.  That  the  vessel,  in 
which  the  goods  were  shipped,  was 
not  truly  described  at  the  time  the 
insurance  was  effected,  inasmuch 
as  she  was  called  a  navire,  i.  e. 
vessel,  a  common  generic  term  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  vessels ;  whereas, 
the  vessel  in  question  was  a  val- 
lancel,  or  felucca,  a  small  coaster, 
with  one  mast  only,  about  one- 
third  of  the  size  of  a  Gravesend 
smack,  and  consequently  that  the 
underwriters  were  in  a  state  of 
ignorance  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
risk  ;  and  2.  That  the  whole  trans¬ 
action  was  a  fraud  upon  the  under¬ 
writers,  no  jewels  having  been  in 
fact  shipped  on  board  the  vessel, 
and  that  all  the  parties  had  con¬ 
spired  to  deceive  the  defendants. 
The  first  ground  of  objection 
seemed  to  be  answered  by  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  all  the  witnesses  on  both 
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sides,  who  stated  that  the  word 
navire  was  a  generic  term,  appli¬ 
cable  to  all  vessels,  of  whatsoever 
denomination.  The  greatest  stress 
was  laid  upon  the  imputed  fraud. 
To  demonstrate  this,  reliance  was 
placed  upon  the  defect  of  the 
plaintiff’s  proof,  in  not  showing 
satisfactorily,  that  jewellery  to  the 
amount  of  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  pounds  had  been  in  fact 
shipped  on  board  the  vessel,  the 
evidence  being  vague  and  uncer¬ 
tain  upon  the  subject.  Further 
reliance  was  placed  upon  the  in¬ 
congruity  between  the  captain’s 
and  mate’s  account  given  of  the 
loss  when  they  made  their  protest, 
and  in  their  subsequent  examina¬ 
tion,  four  years  afterwards,  when 
examined  on  interrogat  ories.  These 
documents  were  inconsistent  in 
many  particulars.  In  further  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  imputed  fraud, 
the  interrogatories  of  other  wit¬ 
nesses  were  adduced,  tending  to 
show  that  the  loss  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  have  happened  in  the  way 
stated,  and  that  the  goods  on  board 
must  have  been  subtracted  from 
the  vessel  by  fraud  or  barratry  of 
the  master  and  crew.  For  in¬ 
stance,  it  was  proved  that  after  the 
supposed  wreck,  a  diver  went 
down  to  examine  the  vessel,  and 
none  of  the  goods,  stated  to  have 
been  on  board,  could  be  found. 
The  box  of  jewels,  and  all  the 
remaining  cargo,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  empty  bottles,  in  which 
some  of  the  spirit  of  vitriol,  form¬ 
ing  part  of  the  shipment,  had  been, 
were  missing,  and  there  was  no 
probable  mode  of  accounting  for 
the  deficiency,  as  the  vessel  was 
erect,  and  her  mast  above  the 
water.  The  captain  and  his  mate 
stated,  in  their  protest,  that  the 
vessel  had  sprung  a  leak,  that  they 
had  brought  the  cargo  on  deck. 


and  that  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  her,  and  resort  to  the 
shore,  and  take  refuge  from  the 
violence  of  the  weather  in  a  cave, 
and  that  about  ten  o’clock  at  night 
the  vessel  foundered.  In  their  in¬ 
terrogatories,  they  stated  that  the 
vessel  had  drawn  no  water,  that 
the  whole  of  the  cargo  remained 
below,  and  that  the  vessel  was 
missing  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  summed 
up  the  whole  of  the  case  on  both 
sides,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
jury. 

The  jury  retired  at  half-past 
three  o’clock,  and  remained  deli¬ 
berating  upon  their  verdict  until 
eight,  when  they  found  for  the 
defendants. 

Earthquakes. — A  smart  shock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Lis¬ 
bon  on  the  10th,  and  within  a  few 
hours  a  similar  phenomenon  was 
observed  on  the  same  day  at  An¬ 
cona  ;  at  day-break,  on  the  11th, 
an  eruption  of  Vesuvius  took  place. 

11.  Rioting  at  Norwich. — 
A  reduction  of  wages  was  agreed 
upon  at  the  meeting  of  manufac¬ 
turers,  on  Friday,  the  5th  inst. 
which  was  communicated  to  the 
journeymen  weavers  on  Saturday 
morning ;  the  announcement 
caused  a  great  sensation  among 
that  class.  On  Sunday  morning, 
about  150  of  them  held  a  meeting 
on  the  subject,  when  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  depute  two  persons  to  go 
round  each  parish  to  desire  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  all  the  weavers  who 
were  householders,  at  a  meeting  to 
be  held  on  the  following  day 
(Monday).  In  pursuance  of  this 
summons,  about  1,100  met  toge¬ 
ther  ;  and  a  petition  having  been 
drawn  up  and  very  numerously 
signed,  it  was  presented  by  them 
in  a  body,  to  J.  W.  Robberds,  esq-, 
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the  deputy  chairman  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers’  committee,  requesting 
him  to  call  another  meeting,  to  re¬ 
consider  the  proceedings  of  Friday. 
This  request  was  acceded  to  by 
alderman  Robberds,  and  a  circular 
was  immediately  sent  round,  re¬ 
questing  the  attendance  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  at  the  Guildhall  on 
the  following  day  (Tuesday).  On 
monday  afternoon  there  was  an  im¬ 
mense  assemblage  of  the  weavers 
on  Mousehold  Heath ;  and  on 
Tuesday  morning  they  presented  a 
second  petition  to  Mr.  Robberds, 
soliciting  leave  of  admission  for  54 
individuals  of  their  body  to  a  con¬ 
ference,  in  order  that  their  case 
might  be  represented  to  their  em¬ 
ployers.  The  number  proposed, 
however,  being  deemed  larger  than 
was  necessary  for  that  purpose,  it 
was  agreed  that  12  only  should  be 
admitted. 

At  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  a  vast  con¬ 
course  of  persons,  of  both  sexes 
and  all  ages,  collected  in  the  Mar¬ 
ket-place  ;  and  as  the  gentlemen 
went  up  to  the  hall,  they  were  se¬ 
verally  hooted  or  cheered  by  the 
populace,  just  as  they  were  consi¬ 
dered  friendly  or  adverse  to  the 
reduction  of  wages.  On  Mr.  Ar¬ 
thur  Beloe’s  making  his  appearance, 
he  was  received  with  loud  accla¬ 
mations  ;  and  previous  to  his  en¬ 
tering  the  hall,  Mr.  Beloe  addressed 
the  multitude.  He  said,  that  he 
considered  the  measure  of  reducing 
the  wages  of  the  weavers  to  have 
been  ill-advised  ;  and  that  he 
thought  the  manufacturers  ought 
at  least  to  have  postponed  the 
adoption  of  it,  until  the  return  of 
their  chairman,  J.  Harvey,  esq., 
from  the  continent.  Mr.  Beloe 
•proceeded  to  say,  that  at  the  last 
interview  he  had  had  with  that 
|  gentleman  before  his  departure,  he 


(Mr.  Harvey)  had  declared  him¬ 
self  adverse  to  the  reduction. 
“  For  ray  own  part  (added  Mr. 
Beloe),  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
for  it ;  and  as  for  the  assertion  re¬ 
specting  400  pieces  a-week  being 
sent  from  Yorkshire  to  this  city  to 
be  dyed,  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
palpable  falsehood.  But,  be  that 
as  it  may,  I  do  not  feel  afraid  of 
competing  with  the  Yorkshireman, 
though  he  may  be  paying  a  penny 
or  two  per  dozen  less  than  we  are. 
The  old  prices,  however,  shall  be 
kept  up  by  me.”  This  speech  was 
followed  by  repeated  shouts  of  ap¬ 
plause  on  the  part  of  those  to 
whom  it  was  addressed. 

A  full  attendance  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  having  been  obtained,  the 
deputation  of  twelve  journeymen 
weavers  was  admitted,  and  a  dis¬ 
cussion  commenced.  Up  to  this 
period  of  the  business,  nothing  had 
happened  of  a  seriously  unpleasant 
nature ;  but  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon,  an  act  of  gross  outrage 
was  committed.  About  half-past 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  as 
Mr.  William  Bossley,  a  respectable 
manufacturer,  was  proceeding  up 
the  steps  of  the  hall,  in  order  to 
ascertain  how  the  business  was 
going  on,  he  was  pushed  violently 
down  the  staircase  by  some  of  the 
persons  with  whom  the  porch  was 
crowded  ;  and,  in  endeavouring  to 
make  his  way  into  the  Market¬ 
place,  was  beaten  and  kicked  in  a 
most  dreadful  manner.  It  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  that,  by 
the  spirited  efforts  of  some  humane 
individuals,  Mr.  Bossley  could  be 
rescued  from  his  infuriated  assail¬ 
ants,  so  as  to  effect  his  escape  into 
the  shop  of  Mr.  Woodhouse,  in 
Cockey-lane,  who  had  some  of  his 
windows  broken  by  the  populace, 
for  giving  shelter  to  the  almost 
exhausted  object  of  their  vengeance. 
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Mr.  Bossley’s  hat,  shoes,  and  coat, 
which  had  been  torn  off,  were  af¬ 
terwards  rent  in  pieces,  and  thrown 
up  into  the  air  in  triumph. 

In  consequence  of  the  turbulent 
and  mischievous  spirit  which  now 
manifested  itself  among  the  multi¬ 
tude,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
apply  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  detachment  of  the  7th  dragoon 
guards,  stationed  at  the  barracks, 
that  the  military  might  be  ready 
to  act,  when  called  upon  by  the 
magistracy,,  in  aid  of  the  civil 
power,  for  the  preservation  of 
peace.  In  the  meanwhile,  and 
Shortly  after  the  attack  made  upon 
upon  Mr,  Bossley,  the  conference 
between  the  masters  and  workmen 
had  terminated ;  and  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  from  the  balcony  of  the 
Guildhall,  by  persons  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  just  quitted  the 
chamber  where  the  discussion  was 
held,  that  the  manufacturers  had 
consented  to  return  to  the  old 
prices.  This  declaration,  as  might 
have  been  anticipated,  was  received 
by  the  assemblage  below  amounting 
at  this  moment  to  some  thousands, 
with  thundering  shouts  of  joy  and 
exultation,  which  continued  inces¬ 
santly  for  many  minutes. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  assem¬ 
bly  of  manufacturers  had  broken 
up,  that  the  dragoons  entered  the 
market-place,  and  halted  in  front 
of  the  north  doors  of  the  hall.  The 
mayor  and  magistrates,  however, 
considering  the  presence  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  now  unnecessary,  hastened 
to  communicate  their  thanks  to 
lieutenant  Everard,  for  his  promp¬ 
titude,  and  to  signify  to  him,  that 
the  services  of  his  soldiers  would  be  ' 
dispensed  with.  The  cavalry  there¬ 
upon  immediately  withdrew,  and 
returned  to  their  barracks.  All 
this  time,  the  Market-place  and 
the  avenues  to  the  hall  continued 


to  be  thronged  with  people.  On 
Mr.  Arthur  Beloe’s  passing  through, 
he  was  loudly  cheered  by  them, 
and  accompanied  in  a  triumphant 
manner  by  a  numerous  body  of 
weavers  to  his  newly-erected  ma¬ 
nufactory  on  Orford-hill.  A  pro¬ 
cession  afterwards  set  out  from  the 
same  place,  with  a  band  of  music, 
and  flags  at  their  head,  and  elevat¬ 
ing  a  number  of  havels  and  sleas 
attached  to  poles,  on  which  were 
fastened  placards  with  the  words 
“  God  bless  Arthur  Beloe”  written 
thereon.  Small  specimens  of  the 
various  kinds  of  articles  manufac¬ 
tured  by  the  weavers  of  Norwich 
were  also  carried  aloft  in  the  pro¬ 
cession,  which  paraded  the  princi¬ 
pal  streets  till  a  late  hour. 

Mr.  Edward  Oxley,  proceeding 
from  the  hall,  on  his  way  home, 
about  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
was  pursued  by  a  number  of  dis¬ 
orderly  persons,  and  compelled  to 
take  refuge  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
R.  Watson,  in  St.  John’s  Madder- 
market,  where  he  was  beset  for 
some  time  ;  after  which,  the  mob 
dispersing,  Mr.  Oxley  was  enabled 
to  quit  Mr.  Watson’s  in  safety. 

No  further  disturbance  of  mate¬ 
rial  importance  occurred.  The 
next  day  (Wednesday)  was  spent  by 
many  of  the  weavers  in  festivity 
and  rejoicing,  in  various  parts  of 
this  city. 

12.  At  a  meeting  of  the  council 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  London,  (being  the  first  meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  holden 
under  the  supplementary  charter 
granted  by  his  present  majesty), 
the  president,  sir  Everard  Home,  , 
bart.  presented,  by  the  authority  of 
his  majesty,  a  mace,  of  exquisite 
design  and  execution,  having  en- 
graved  on  it  the  following  inscrip-  • 
tion : — 
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Ex  munificentia 
Augustissimi  Monarch® 

Georgii  IV. 

Dei  Gra.  Britanniarum  Regis,  &c. 
Coilegii  Regalis  Chirurgorum 
Patroni  optinii, 

An.  Dom.  MDCCCXXII. 
Everardo  Home,  Baronetto,  Prirno  Preside. 


F ine  Arts. — The  celebrated 
“  Chapeau  de  Paille,”  the  chef 
d’ oeuvre  of  Peter  Paul  Rubens, 
was  purchased  on  Monday  last,  at 
the  sale  of  the  late  H.  J.  Stier 
d’Aertselaer’s  collection  of  pictures, 
at  Antwerp,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Great  Marlborough-street,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Mr.  Nieuwenhuys, 
of  Brussels,  for  76,600  francs,  or 
3,191/-  13s.  4J.  sterling. 

16.  New  York  —  American 

TREATMENT  OF  DRUNKARDS - 

By  an  act  of  Congress  concerning 
the  estates  of  habitual  drunkards, 
passed  March  16,  1821,  it  is  enact¬ 
ed,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
court  of  Chancery  to  exercise  a  ju¬ 
risdiction  in  regard  to  the  estates 
of  persons  who  shall  be  incapable 
of  conducting  their  own  affairs,  in 
consequence  of  habitual  drunken¬ 
ness,  similar  to  the  jurisdiction  ex¬ 
ercised  by  that  court  in  regard  to 
the  estates  of  lunatics.  A  com¬ 
mission,  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  de 
lunatico  inquirendo,  which  was 
executed  at  the  Fulton  Hotel  on 
Thursday  last,  was  probably  the 
first  proceeding  which  has  taken 
place  under  the  above  act.  It  was 
directed  to  Peter  A.  Jay,  Dr.  D. 
Hosack,  Dr.  Ackerly,  S.  S.  Gar¬ 
diner,  and  Henry  Post,  jun.,  com¬ 
manding  them  to  inquire  by  the 
oaths  of  good  and  lawful  men, 
whether  J.  H.  was  incapable  of 
conducting  his  own  affairs,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  habitual  drunkenness, 
and  if  so,  then  to  inquire  concern¬ 
ing  liis  estate,  &c.  The  jury  hav¬ 


ing  been  sworn  and  charged  bjr 
the  presiding  commissioner,  the  so¬ 
licitor  for  the  petitioner  called  se¬ 
veral  witnesses.  Dr.  Cock  testified 
that  he  had  attended  Mr.  H.  three 
or  four  times  within  the  last  two 
years,  for  mania,  produced  by  in¬ 
toxication.  Dr.  Seaman  had  at*- 
tended  him,  together  with  the  last 
witness,  twice  during  the  last  year. 
Both  the  physicians  were  cer¬ 
tain  that  these  attacks,  which  were 
very  severe,  and  each  of  which 
lasted  several  weeks,  were  occa¬ 
sioned  by  excessive  intemperance. 
They  had  cautioned  him  repeat¬ 
edly,  but  in  vain,  against  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  A  number  of 
other  witnesses,  the  friends  and 
relations  of  Mr.  H.  testified  that 
for  a  long  time  past  he  had  been  in 
a  state  totally  unfit  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business,  being  continually 
either  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  or 
suffering  under  the  consequences 
of  it.  Mr.  H.  attended  in  person, 
and  cross-examined  some  of  the 
witnesses,  but  his  appearance  and 
manner  were  strong  testimony 
against  him.  It  appeared  that  he 
was  a  grocer,  that  he  had  begun 
business  with  little  or  nothing,  and 
by  industry  and  good  management 
had  accumulated  a  handsome  foiv 
tune,  which  he  was  now  wasting. 
His  family  had  applied  to  the 
chancellor  for  this  commission,  as 
the  only  means  of  saving  him  from 
ruin.  The  testimony  being  of  the 
strongest  kind,  the  jury,  without 
any  .hesitation,  signed  an  inquisi- 
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tion  finding  him  incapable  of  con¬ 
ducting  his  own  affairs  by  reason 
of  habitual  drunkenness.  A  com¬ 
mittee  would  of  course  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  his  estate,  and 
his  own  acts  in  relation  to  it  be¬ 
come  void. 

18.  At  the  quarter  sessions  for 
the  county  of  Stafford,  Thomas 
Lee,  a  farmer  of  considerable  pro¬ 
perty,  was  tried  for  stealing  a  cast¬ 
ing  net,  under  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances  : — The  servant  of  a 
Mr.  Jaggard  had  been  using  the 
net,  and  had  left  it  lying  in  a  field 
which  did  not  belong  to  his  master. 
On  his  return  some  time  after¬ 
wards  the  net  was  missing,  and  it 
was  found  3  months  afterwards  in 
the  house  of  Lee,  who,  before  it 
was  found,  denied  having  it,  but 
afterward  said,  he  had  bought  it 
from  a  man  named  Jones.  Jones 
was  first  tried  for  stealing  the  net, 
and  Lee  was  the  principal  witness 
against  him.  Jones  made  no  de¬ 
fence,  but  the  presiding  magistrate 
directed  the  jury  to  acquit  him, 
and  desired  the  prosecutor  to  prefer 
a  bill  against  the  witness  Lee. 
The  bill  was  found,  and  he  was 
tried  on  the  19th ;  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  against  him  being,  that  the 
net  was  found  in  his  possession, 
and  that  he  had  previously  denied 
all  knowledge  of  it.  He  was 
convicted,  and  the  chairman  sen¬ 
tenced  him  to  seven  years  trans¬ 
portation. 

20.  A  charge  against  which 
human  nature  revolts,  was  made 
against  the  hon.  and  rev.  Percy 
Jocelyn,  bishop  of  Clogher.  Last 
night  he  was  detected  in  a  back 
room  of  the  White  Lion  public- 
house,  in  St.  Alban’ s-place,  St. 
James’s,  in  a  situation  with  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  the  foot  guards,  which  led 
to  his  instant  apprehension  and  re¬ 
moval  with  his  companion  to  the 


watch-house.  There  were  not 
fewer  than  seven  witnesses  to  the 
fact ;  and  it  would  seem,  that  the 
rev.  prelate  with  difficulty  escaped 
the  vengeance  of  the  populace, 
who,  if  not  prevented  by  the  peace- 
officers,  would  have  sacrificed  him 
to  their  indignation  on  the  spot. 
As  it  was,  he  was  severely  beaten. 
On  being  secured  in  the  watch- 
house,  he  offered  bail  to  any 
amount  for  his  liberation ;  this 
was  refused,  and  he  remained 
locked  up  in  a  cell  during  the 
night  in  a  state  of  mind,  which 
may  be  more  easily  imagined  than 
described.  This  morning  he  was 
conveyed  in  a  hackney-coach  to 
Marlborough-street,  and  was  soon 
afterwards  followed  by  the  soldier. 
They  were  both  pursued  by  the 
execrations  and  revilings  of  the 
crowd. 

Mr.  Dyer,  the  presiding  magis¬ 
trate,  determined  on  a  private  ex¬ 
amination,  at  which  Mr.  Alley, 
who  attended  for  the  bishop,  was 
present.  The  witnesses  were  called 
in  separately ;  but  their  testimony 
was  in  all  respects  consistent,  and 
the  case  established  was,  to  a 
certain  extent,  of  the  clearest 
nature. 

Mr.  Alley,  however,  submitted, 
that  as  the  capital  charge  had  not 
been  borne  out,  his  client  was  en¬ 
titled  to  bail;  a  proposition  to 
which  Mr.  Dyer  was  obliged  to 
accede ;  and  the  wretched  offender 
was  permitted,  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  to  go  at  large,  upon  finding 
sureties  to  the  amount  of  one 
thousand  pounds.  The  soldier, 
not  so  fortunate,  was  committed  to 
take  his  trial ;  but  some  days 
afterwards  he  too  was  bailed. 

Inquest  at  Tunbridge. — On 
Monday  an  inquest  was  taken,  on  j 
the  body  of  Miss  Sarah  Hugford, 
who  died  about  seven  o’clock  on 
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Saturday  evening.  It  appeared  in 
evidence,  that  the  deceased,  who 
was  on  a  visit  to  the  Misses  de  St. 
Croix,  at  Tunbridge,  had  com¬ 
plained  of  having  had  the  tooth¬ 
ache  the  night  before,  and  sent  a 
servant  to  the  druggist’s  for  a 
bottle  containing  half  an  ounce  of 
laudanum.  At  about  9  o’clock  on 
Saturday  morning,  the  deceased 
rang  her  bell.,  and  requested  that 
another  bottle  of  laudanum  might 
be  fetched,  which  was  also  taken 
to  her  in  her  bed-room.  The  ser¬ 
vant  asked,  if  she  should  bathe  her 
face  for  her;  deceased  said  “  no, 
put  it  down,  I  will  do  it  myself.” 
She  apprised  her  mistress  of  what 
had  been  done,  and  it  was  soon 
after  discovered,  that  the  deceased 
had  taken  the  contents  of  both 
bottles.  Miss  de  St.  Croix  then 
applied  to  the  chemist  for  some¬ 
thing  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 
poison,  for  which  purpose  he  gave 
her  a  powder,  and  recommended 
calling  in  surgical  aid.  Mr.  Morris, 
a  surgeon,  was  immediately  sent  for, 
who  administered  such  medicines 
as  he  thought  right,  but  without 
effect;  she  expired  about  5  minutes 
before  7  o’clock.  A  servant  of  the 
deceased,  who  lived  with  her  and 
her  sister  in  Montague-street, 
Portman-square,  deposed,  that  du¬ 
ring  the  last  two  years  deceased 
had  been  subject  to  fits  of  insanity, 
and  had  been  confined  ten  months 
under  Dr.  Monroe,  and,  about  four 
months,  under  Mrs.  Thelford,  at 
Clapton — that  she  accompanied 
deceased  to  Tunbridge,  and  left 
her  on  the  following  day  ;  on  being 
asked  whether  she  had  informed 
the  Misses  de  St.  Croix,  of  the  de¬ 
ceased’s  previous  state  of  mind,  she 
said  no — the  sister  of  the  deceased 
told  her  not  to  mention  a  word 
about  it,  for  that  those  ladies  had 
been  apprised  of  every  thing  that 


it  Was  necessary  they  should  know- 
The  jury  then  sent  for  Miss  de 
St.  Croix  to  know  if  she  had  been 
apprized  of  the  deceased’s  state  of 
mind ;  Miss  de  St.  Croix  stated, 
that  no  intimation  had  been  given 
her  of  any  previous  symptoms  of  in¬ 
sanity  ;  she  was  informed  that  a  long 
illness  had  much  weakened  Miss 
Hugford,  and  left  a  nervous  affec¬ 
tion,  which,  it  was  hoped,  change 
of  air  and  of  place  might  tend  to 
wear  off.  The  jury  here  expressed 
themselves  in  strong  terms,  at  the 
conduct  of  the  sister  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  in  thus  sending  her  away, 
and  leaving  her  without  that  pro¬ 
tection  so  necessary  to  a  person  in 
her  delicate  state  of  mind.  The 
jury,  after  some  consultation,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdict  of  Insanity. 

Suicide  and  attempted  As¬ 
sassination. — Rostellan,  the  seat 
of  the  marquis  of  Thomond,  has 
been  the  scene  of  a  very  shocking 
occurrence.  On  Monday  night,  as 
the  family  of  this  respected  noble¬ 
man  were  about  to  go  to  rest,  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Henson, 
a  Russian  by  birth,  who  was 
valet  to  the  marquis,  rushed  out 
of  the  housekeeper’s  room  with  a 
knife  in  his  hand,  and  meeting 
lady  Sarah  O’Brien,  his  lordship’s 
second  daughter,  at  the  foot  of  the 
staircase,  made  a  stab  at  her  bosom, 
but  fortunately  without  the  in¬ 
tended  effect,  or  doing  her  much 
injury,  as  she  received  the  blow  on 
her  hand.  Some  of  the  other  do¬ 
mestics,  attracted  by  the  noise  to 
the  spot,  were  then  attacked  by 
the  maniac,  for  such  he  appears  to 
have  been  at  the  moment,  but  they 
avoided  him ;  he  then  escaped 
from  them,  and  plunged  the  knife 
in  his  own  bowels,  which  imme¬ 
diately  protruded:  he  was  then 
secured.  Medical  advice  was  pro¬ 
vided  as  soon  as  possible,  but  it 
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was  unavailing.  After  the  com¬ 
mission  of  the  fatal  deed,  it  would 
appear  that  he  recovered  his  senses 
and  conversed  with  the  marquis,  to 
whom  he  declared  that  he  had  no 
cause  whatever  for  the  attempted 
murder  of  lady  Sarah,  nor  could  he 
account  for  his  conduct.  He  had 
always  been  treated  with  kindness, 
and  was  a  favourite  servant  in  the 
family.  An  inquest  was  held  on 
the  body,  and  a  verdict  of  insa¬ 
nity  returned. — Cork  Southern  He - 
‘porter. 

23.  High  Court  of  Admi¬ 
ralty.—  The  Czar,  Leith  Smack. 
— This  was  a  case  of  salvage. 

It  appeared  that  on  the  29th  of 
November,  1821,  the  Czar  left  the 
port  of  London  for  Leith ;  that  on 
the  30th  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind 
came  on,  drove  her  far  out  of  her 
course,  and  carried  away  her  mast, 
sail,  and  rigging,  the  wreck  of 
which  the  crew  were  obliged  to 
cut  away  * — that  she  lost  her  kedge 
anchor,  and  was  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  letting  go  her  best  bower 
anchor,  upon  which  she  continued 
to  ride  in  great  jeopardy,  until  the 
morning  of  the  2nd  of  December, 
during  all  which  time  she  remain¬ 
ed  almost  without  hope  and  with¬ 
out  probability  of  any  assistance, 
being  out  of  her  due  course ;  that 
this  was  off  the  coast  of  Norfolk, 
and  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
2nd  of  December,  the  Cato  and 
the  Trusty  smacks  at  length  came 
to  her  assistance ;  and,  with  much 
labour  and  difficulty,  succeeded  in 
towing  her  into  Harwich  roads 
(the  two  lines  having  broken  in 
the  interim  two  or  three  times)  on 
the  5th  of  December.  These  two 
vessels  were  coming  from  the 
north,  the  same  destination  to 
which  the  Czar  was  proceeding ; 
and  happening,  in  the  storm  of  the 
night  of  the  1st  of  December,  to 
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have  been  also  driven  out  of  their 
course,  luckily  fell  in  with  the 
Czar.  Dr.  Lushington  contended, 
that  the  offer,  which  the  owners  of 
that  vessel  had  made  to  the  crews 
of  the  Trusty  and  the  Cato,  being 
7501.,  was  not  a  sufficient  recom¬ 
pense  for  so  meritorious  a  service  ; 
the  value  of  the  smack  and  cargo 
being  about  11,582/.  The  Czar,  at 
the  time  of  the  salvage  being  ef¬ 
fected,  was  lying  off  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  parts  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  coast — off  Cromer,  in  Norfolk. 
Between  Harwich  and  Hull,  in 
all  that  long  line  of  coast,  there 
was  not  a  single  port  into  which  a 
vessel  could  run  for  safety,  how¬ 
ever  imminent  the  danger  might 
be.  The  Court  would  judge, 
therefore,  of  the  valuable  aid 
which  the  two  vessels  in  question 
had  rendered  to  the  Czar,  and  de¬ 
cree  a  sum  for  salvage  accordingly. 

Dr.  Dodson  followed  on  the 
same  side. 

Dr.  Adams  and  Dr.  Gostling, 
for  the  owners  of  the  Czar,  con¬ 
tended  that  the  service  rendered 
was  really  one  of  little  more  than 
mere  towage ;  and  that  the  offer, 
which  had  been  already  made 
to  the  parties,  was  exceedingly  li¬ 
beral.  .  ' 

Lord  Stowell  gave  to  the  crews 
of  the  two  vessels,  for  the  sal¬ 
vage  service  performed,  1,000/;, 
and  apportioned  the  amount  thus— 
To  the  crew  of  the  Cato  (12  men) 
650/. ; — to  the  crew  of  the  Trusty 
(14  men)  350/. — 1,000/. 

27-  The  London  Gazette  cop- 
tains  the  following  extract  of  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  Mr.  Taylor,  the  British 
minister  at  Munich,  to  the  marquis 
of  Londonderrv  : — C{  It  is  with  the 

0/  * 

greatest  satisfaction,  that  !  have  to  1 
acquaint  your  lordship  with  the ! 
safe  delivery  of  her  royal. highness: 
the  duchess  of  Cambridge,  at  eiglfti 
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•o'clock  .this  morning,  of  a  princess, 
•at  the  palace  of  Montbrillant,  near 
Hanever.  Your  lordship  will  he 
happy  to  learn  at  the  same  time, 
that  both  her  royal  highness  and 
her  child  are  doing  well.” 

Alleged  Death  op  a  Sol¬ 
dier  FROM  FLOGGING. - All  in- 

quest  was  held  at  York  on  the 
body  of  John  Furneff,  a  private  in 
the  2nd  regiment  of  foot,  who  had 
been  flogged  at  Hull,  and  within 
one  week  afterwards  removed  to 


the  barracks  at  York,  where  he 
died  on  Friday  sennight.  The 
only  witness  examined  on  the  22nd 
Was  a  surgeon  in  the  2nd  dragoon 
;guards,  who  said,  he  believed  the 
deceased  had  sunk  under  debility, 
which  debiiitv  might  have  owed 
•its  origin  to  a  three  years'  residence 
in  the  West  Indies.  He,  how¬ 


ever,  acknowledged,  that,  when  the 
man  was  removed  from  Hull,  the 
weather  was  extremely  hot,  and 
that  he  must  have  been  much 
jolted  in  the  baggage-cart.  The 
inquest  was  adjourned  till  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Monday,  to  allow  time  for 
the  arrival  of  witnesses,  belonging 
to  the  2nd  regiment  of  foot,  from 
Ireland,  whither  they  had  proceeded 
from  York ;  but  these  witnesses 
having  arrived  on  Friday,  the  in¬ 
quest  was  resumed  on  Saturday. 

H.  Wering,  lieutenant  and  ad¬ 
jutant  of  the  2nd  regiment,  de¬ 
posed,  that  the  said  regiment  was 
in  the  garrison  at  Hull  in  June, 
and,  on  the  21st  of  that  month,  the 
deceased  was  tried  before  a  court 
martial,  “  for  highly  irregular  and 
unsoldier-like  conduct,  in  having 
in  his  possession  a  silver  spoon  or 
spoons,  the  property  of  the  officers’ 
regimental  mess,  between  the  1st 
and  14th  of  June,  and  offering  to 
dispose  of  the  same,  knowing  it  or 
them  to  be  improperly  come  by 
that  the  man  was  found  guilty, 

Vol,  LX IV. 


and  sentenced  to  receive  three 
hundred  lashes  ;  that  the  sentence 
being  confirmed  by  the  command¬ 
ing  officer,  lie ut. -colonel  Jordan, 
it  was  carried  into  effect  on  the 
23rd  of  June  ;  that  no  more  lashes 
were  inflicted  than  the  sentence 
authorized,  and  that  the  deceased 
was  then  sent  to  the  hospital, 
which  is  about  a  mile  from  the  gar¬ 
rison  ;  that  on  the  27th  of  June  the 
regiment  marched  from  Fluff,  and 
arrived  at  York  on  the  29th  ;  also, 
that  the  deceased  rode  from  Fluff 
to  York  on  the  baggage  cart,  but 
walked  from  York  to  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Alexander,  the  surgeon  of  the 
2nd  regiment,  confirmed  the  above 
statement.  Witness  examined  the 
back  of  the  deceased  at  Beverley, 
after  the  first  day’s  march ,  he  then 
appeared  to  be  doing  well.  After 
the  second  day’s  march,  he  saw  the 
deceased  at  Market  Weighton,  who 
then  complained  of  his  back ;  and, 
on  examination,  he  found  that  a  mor¬ 
tification  had  commenced,  and  that 
the  deceased  was  labouring  under 
a  smart  fever.  The  back  of  the 
deceased  was  dressed,  and  proper 
medicines  were  administered.  The 
next  morning  the  mortification 
had  increased,  hut  the  fever  had 
subsided.  Witness,  however,  did 
not  know  any  proper  medical 
gentleman  (meaning,  we  suppose, 
an  army  surgeon),  under  whose 
care  he  could  leave  the  deceased, 
and  he  was  therefore  taken  to 
York.  The  deceased  complained 
of  having  received  a  hurt  on 
a  baggage-cart.  The  witness  con¬ 
cluded  by  acknowledging,  that  the 
weather  was  extremely  hot  during 
the  march. — -Thus  ended  the  evi¬ 
dence  ;  and  the  jury,  after  due 
consideration,  returned  a  verdict — 
(e  That  the  deceased  received  three 
hundred  lashes ;  and  that  he  died 
of  the  same,  and  of  the  fever,  mor- 
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tification,  and  debility  arising 
therefrom.” 

On  the  first  day  of  the  inquest, 
one  of  the  jurymen  went  to  see 
the  body,  then  in  a  state  of  putre¬ 
faction,  and  described  the  bones  of 
the  back  to  be  as  clear  of  flesh,  as 
if  they  had  been  scraped  with  a 
knife. 

29-  Limerick  Assizes.*—  Ab¬ 
duction  of  Miss  Goold.  —  Daniel 
Doody,  John  Cussen,  James  Leahy, 
Maurice  Leahy  (a  very  opulent 
farmer),  William  Doody,  David 
Leahy,  and  Daniel  Riedy,  were 
charged  with  having,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  at  Glangurt,  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  aided  and  assisted 
in  forcibly  carrying  away  Miss 
Honorah  Goold,  in  order  that  one 
Browne  should  defile  her,  and  to 
compel  the  said  Honorah  Goold  to 
marry  the  said  Browne. 

Miss  Honorah  Goold  a  young 
lady  of  delicate  figure  was  then 
sworn ;  she  was  in  mourning  dress, 
and  gave  her  testimony  correctly 
and  distinctly,  interrupted  only  by 
bursts  of  acute  sensibility. 

She  deposed  to  having  lived 
with  her  mother  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  in  the  month  of  March  last; 
is  now  about  1 6  years  old;  recollects 
Monday  night,  the  4th  of  March  ; 
a  party  came  to  her  brother  s 
house  on  that  night ;  four  persons 
came  into  her  bed-room ;  she  was 
in  bed  at  the  time ;  would  know 
some  of  the  persons  if  she  saw 
them.  She  immediately,  and  with¬ 
out  hesitation,  identified  John 
Walsh  (who  pleaded  by  the  name 
of  John  Cussen),  and  Daniel  Doody. 
The  persons  who  had  come  into 
her  room  asked  “  whether  she  was 
the  oldest  ?”  to  which  she  replied, 
“  No.”  She  wa  >  advised  by  those 
very  persons  not  to  feel  alarmed, 
as  it  was  not  her  they  looked  for; 
they  proceeded  down  stairs,  but 


returned  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
again  put  the  former  question, 
“  was  she  the  elder  ?”  answering 
it  themselves,  by  saying  “  she 
was ;”  they  desired  her  to  get  up  ; 
one  of  the  pa,rty  (Cussen)  said  to 
the  rest,  “  come  out  of  the  room, 
and  allow  her  to  dress  herself.” 
After  she  was  dressed  in  her 
usual  way,  one  of  the  party  came 
in  and  took  her  up  in  his  arms, 
and  carried  her  out  and  placed  her 
before  a  man  named  Browne,  who 
was  on  horseback ;  it  was  John 
Cussen  (Walsh)  who  did  so ;  never 
saw  Browne  before  that  night ; 
they  rode  to  the  house  of  Browne’s 
father,  Daniel  Browne ;  this  took 
place  entirely  against  her  will ;  it 
was  very  dark  ;  could  not  tell  the 
hour ;  there  were  12  persons  in 
the  party,  and  all  on  horseback ; 
when  they  came  near  the  house, 
the  door  was  opened,  and  a  pillion 
was  brought  out  and  put  on  the 
horse ;  she  entreated  Browne,  “  F or 
God’s  sake  to  let  her  go.”  He  re¬ 
plied  “  he  would  not.”  She  was 
then  seated  on  the  pillion,  a  man’s 
loose  coat  was  put  around  her,  she 
having  brought  no  cloak ;  they 
rode  off,  and  Browne  continued 
before  her  on  horseback,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  Freemount,  where  they 
stopped  for  refreshment,  but  there 
was  none  to  be  had.  The  party 
were  travelling  the  entire  night, 
during  which  she  frequently  fell 
from  the  horse ;  they  arrived  at  a 
public  house,  Browne  still  con¬ 
tinuing  before  her,  but  she  could 
not  tell  the  landlord’s  name  ;  the 
woman  of  the  house  heard  her  cry, 
and  asked  her  name,  for  which 
Guerin,  one  of  the  party,  was 
going  to  strike  the  woman ;  five 
came  to  the  public-house  along 
with  Browne  ;  the  two  in  the  dock, 
whom  she  had  identified,  were  of 
that  number ;  they  proceeded  thence 
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to  another  house,  David  Leahy’s, 
sen.,  whom  she  also  identified  ; 
this  was  on  Tuesday  morning  the 
5  th ;  Cussen  and  Doody,  the  pri¬ 
soners,  came  there  also ;  she  was 
put  by  the  kitchen  fire;  James 
Leahy  (she  identified  him  in  the 
dock),  who  was  there,  told  her  not 
to  cry,  that  she  ought  to  feel  glad  it 
was  no  blackguard  had  taken  her 
away,  that  he  was  a  gentleman 
and  a  man  of  education.  She 
replied  “  that  she  would  never 
consent  to  marry  him.”  She  was 
next  taken  into  another  room,  by 
whom  she  could  not  tell.  Leahy’s 
wife  and  a  girl  named  Cahill  were 
there  at  the  time.  She  asked 
Mrs.  Leahy  leave  to  sleep  along 
with  her.  Browne,  and  James 
Leahy,  who  told  her  not  to  cry, 
came  into  the  same  room,  and 
breakfast  was  got  ready.  David 
Leahy,  the  father,  his  wife,  James 
the  son.  Brownie,  and  Mary  Cahill, 
sat  down  to  breakfast.  They 
pressed  her  to  take  a  little  tea. 
When  breakfast  was  over,  the 
whole  party  retired,  leaving  her 
and  Browne  alone.  Browne  drew 
his  chair  to  hers,  when  she  rose 
and  ran  to  the  door.  Browne 
interrupted  her.  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  force  off  her  clothes, 
when  she  screamed  out  “  Help, 
and  save  me !”  He  then  wanted 
her  to  go  to  bed,  and  threatened  to 

expose  her  to  those  outside,  and 
*  *  * 

[Mere  the  Court  manifested  a 
disposition  that  the  young  lady 
might  approach  near  to  the  bench, 
to  tell  any  delicate  fact  pressing 
on  her  feelings.  The  answer 
established  the  completion  of  the 
intended  outrage  on  the  part  of 
Browne.  Miss  Goold  was  in 
tears  at  this  stage  of  the  trial,  and 
the  deepest  sympathy  seemed  to 
pervade  all  who  beheld  her.] 


In  this  dwelling  she  stopped 
until  Thursday,  but  in  the  interval 
was  taken  on  Wednesday  night  to 
an  adjacent  cabin,  and  brought  back 
on  Thursday  morning  to  Leahy’s. 
She  stopped  until  three  o’clock  on 
Thursday.  David  Leahy,  junior, 
accompanied  her  to  the  cabin ; 
she  vras  next  removed  to  the  house 
of  Maurice  Leahy,  Browne  being 
along  with  her,  and  David  Leahy. 
This  was  also  against  her  will.  It 
was  the  distance  of  two  miles  from 
David  Leahy’s;  she  slept  that  night 
at  M.  Leahy’s ;  Brown  slept  with 
her ;  she  stopped  there  a  day  and 
a  night ;  saw  Leahy’s  wife  there, 
and  also  a  man  named  Connell; 
she  was  next  removed  to  Lane’s 
house,  Browne  going  with  her, 
accompanied  by  the  prisoner,  M. 
Leahy,  and  a  servant  man :  she 
was  next  removed  to  Mahony’s 
house,  Browne  still  going  with  her, 
accompanied  by  Maurice  and  James 
Leahy ;  she  declared  upon  her  oath, 
that  these  removals  were  against 
her  will ;  she  stopped  a  day  and  a 
night  in  the  latter  place,  and  was 
next  taken  on  Sunday  to  David 
Leahy’s,  the  first  place  where  she 
had.  been  abused;  James  Leahy, 
Browne,  and  another,  accompanied 
her,  and  stopped  there  until  Tues¬ 
day  night;  this  was  the  12th 
of  March  ;  she  was  next  removed 
to  a  cabin,  and  on  Wednesday 
morning  brought  back  to  David 
Leahy’s ;  at  12  o’clock  she  was 
removed  to  another  cabin,  but  did 
not  sleep  in  the  latter ;  was  brought 
back  to  David  Leahy’s  ;  remained 
there  until  10  o’clock,  and  at  that 
hour  was  taken  to  the  cabin  in 
which  she  lay  on  Tuesday  night ; 
she  declared  on  her  oath,  that  these 
removals  were  entirely  against  her 
will  and  consent ;  from  this  cabin 
she  was  brought  back  to  David 
Leahy’s,  and  kept  there  until  5 
K  2  ' 
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o'clock;  tills  was  on  Thursday, 
the  1 4th  of  March. 

A  paper  was  handed  to  Miss 
Goold  for  her  inspection,  purport¬ 
ing  to  have  been  written,  in  her 
hand,  by  desire  of  James  Leahy, 
the  prisoner  ;  it  was,  substantially, 
to  certify,  that  Miss  Goold  had,  of 
her  own  free  will  and  consent, 
stopped  at  Leahy’s  house ;  Miss 
Goold  said,  the  document  was 
written  by  her,  but  it  was  under 
the  influence  of  fear,  and  with  the 
hope  of  being  restored  to  her 
family ;  old  David  Leahy,  James 
Leahy,  and  Browne,  were  present, 
when  she  wrote  the  certificate ; 
she  was  three  weeks  altogether 
with  Browne ;  she  was  also  on  the 
hare  mountain ;  Daniel  Riedy 
came  to  the  cabin  to  her ;  Browne 
was  not  with  her  ;  she  was  taken 
by  Riedy  out  to  the  mountain;  the 
reason  she  was  taken  out  was, 
that  the  army  was  about  the  place 
and  near  her ;  Riedy  fired  after 
the  soldiers ;  Riedy  delayed  her 
on  the  mountain,  and  brought  her 
back  to  the  cabin,  where  Browne 
was  before  her ;  she  was  on  the 
mountain  half  an  hour ;  she  was 
taken  to  another  man’s  cabin,  be¬ 
longing  to  one  Leahy ;  Browne 
remained  with  her ;  young  David 
Leahy  and  another  went  with 
her  to  the  cabin ;  she  was  re¬ 
leased  on  Sunday,  the  24th  of 
March ;  on  many  occasions,  she 
saw  with  these  men  guns  and 
pistols ;  none  of  those  in  the  dock 
were  so  armed,  except  Riedy,  who 
fired  a  pistol ;  she  was  finally  left 
on  the  side  of  a  road,  in  a  cabin ; 
it  was  the  army,  who  at  length 
released  her ;  when  she  was  re¬ 
leased,  none  of  the  party  were 
along  with  her  at  the  time. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  O’Con¬ 
nell. — She  was  much  frightened, 
no  doubt,  during  this  transaction. 


The  Leahys  forced  her  to  say  “  with 
her  consent,”  in  the  paper  she 
signed ;  they  often  made  her  say 
so  to  different  people,  that  it  was 
with  her  will  she  acted ;  she  was 
brought  by  force  to  Leahy’s  house : 
she  would  not  have  remained  a  mi¬ 
nute  with  her  consent  in  any  of 
the  places  ;  she  would  have  escaped, 
if  she  could,  from  the  ruffian  Browne, 
from  any  of  the  houses ;  Browne 
had  since  fled ;  the  time  she  was  out 
with  Riedy  on  the  mountain,  it 
was  to  avoid  the  pursuit  of  the 
army ;  Browne’s  father’s  house 
was  in  the  county  of  Cork. 

Win.  Connell.— Knows  Maurice 
Leahy,  one  of  the  prisoners ;  was 
at  his  house  in  March  last  in  this 
county ;  saw'  Miss  Goold  there 
about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon; 
heard  from  the  family  the  preced¬ 
ing  evening,  that  she  was  expected  ; 
James  and  David  Leahy,  the  other 
two  prisoners,  came  in  shortly 
after  her :  on  her  arrival  she  was 
welcomed  as  “  Miss  Goold she 
cried  and  wept  bitterly ;  witness 
told  Maurice  Leahy,  the  prisoner, 
it  would  be  better  to  let  him  call 
the  army,  and  restore  the  girl  to 
her  friends  ;  it  would  be  an  act  of 
honour.  Maurice  Leahy  said  to 
the  witness — “  Mind  your  own 
business :  if  you  wish  to  stop  here, 
do  so  as  long  as  you  like  ;  but  don’t 
talk  so  much this  same  evening 
Maurice  Leahy  prepared  his  own 
horse,  got  a  pillion,  borrowed  a 
horse  for  the  use  of  Browne  and 
Miss  Goold  ;  on  leaving  the  house, 
witness  called  Maurice  Leahy,  and 
told  Browne  to  use  Miss  Goold  ten¬ 
derly,  it  would  be  the  most  judicious 
and  likely  way  to  gain  her  affec¬ 
tions  ;  Browne  said,  the  more  hard¬ 
ships  she  endured  the  sooner 
would  she  comply ;  they  said,  they 
were  going  to  one  Lane’s  with 
Miss  Goold. 
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Tins  was  tlie  substantial  direct 
testimony  given  by  this  witness. 
He  underwent  a  long  cross-exami¬ 
nation  by  Mr.  Jackson,  in  which 
various  leading  features  of  his  life, 
reflecting  on  his  character,  were 
exhibited  before  him  to  his  great 
amazement,  and  the  infinite  amuse¬ 
ment  of  the  Court,  but  he  remained 
unshaken  in  his  testimony. 

Wm.  Allen  is  a  magistrate  of 
the  county  Cork,  and  went  many 
nights  in  search  for  Miss  Goold. 
He  at  length  found  her  near 
Abbeyfeal,  in  a  most  pitiable  and 
feeble  condition,  unable  to  walk, 
sit,  or  stand ;  so  much  so,  that  he 
was  17  hours  conveying  her  thir¬ 
teen  miles  ;  he  procured  a  cart  for 
her  conveyance,  and  also  had  her 
brought  part  of  the  way  on  a 
litter  on  men's  shoulders ;  he 
went  to  Maurice  Leahy's,  and  saw 
the  last  witness,  Wm.  Connell, 
there. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Free¬ 
man. — Thinks  Maurice  Leahy,  in 
the  dock,  was  the  cause  of  Miss 
Goold's  being  found,  as  it  was 
through  him  the  information  came ; 
the  Leahys  are  of  the  first  class  of 
farmers  in  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Thomas  P.  Yokes  knows  old 
David  Leahy :  went  to  his  house 
at  Tourna villa  ;  it  is  a  subdenomi- 
nation  of  ClandufF  in  this  county  ; 
placed  sentinels  on  the  different 
houses;  said  he  wanted  them  as 
witnesses ;  was  shown  the  bed¬ 
room,  in  which  Miss  Goold  was 
violated ;  old  David  handed  him 
the  paper  written  by  Miss  Goold, 
his  sons  were  present;  said,  he 
would  have  the  paper  appear  in 
evidence  to  benefit  all  parties. 

For  the  defence,  witnesses  were 
called,  who  deposed  that  they  knew 
the  Leahys  to  be  respectable,  cor¬ 


rect  characters ;  that  great  terror 
prevailed  in  the  mountains ;  and 
that  any  one,  who  did  not  obey 
the  insurgents,  was  in  imminent 
danger. 

The  learned  judge  commented 
upon  the  evidence  to  the  Jury  ; 
who,  having  retired  for  about  ten 
minutes,  returned  a  verdict  of 
guilty  against  all  the  prisoners. 

Longevity.  —  There  is  now 
living  at  Feliciano  wo,  in  Poland, 
a  man  named  Jabkowski,  who  is 
138  years  of  age.  It  wras  not  till 
his  100th  year,  that  he  determined 
to  marry ;  and  he  then  espoused 
a  widow  aged  50,  with  whom  he  is 
living  contented  and  happy. 

Fatah  D  gel  in  France. — A 
letter  in  the  Journal  des  Debate 
dated  Bagnires,  July  29,  states  as 
follows  :  —  “  A  deplorable  event 
Iras  just  taken  place  in  this  town. 
The  unfortunate  young  Pinac  was 
interred  this  day,  having  been 
killed  in  a  duel  with  an  English¬ 
man.  The  affair  did  not  arise  from 
any  personal  quarrel.  The  Eng¬ 
lishman,  being  in  the  reading-room 
of  Freseati,  happened  to  write  on 
the  margin  of  a  pamphlet  respecting 
the  battle  of  Toulouse,  ( that  every 
thing  in  it  was  false;  that  lord 
W ellington  had  gained  a  complete 
victory;  and  that  the  French  army 
was  indebted  to  his  generosity  for 
not  having  been  put  to  the  sword.* 
M.  Pinac,  a  young  officer,  not  in 
actual  service,  who  was  first  made 
acquainted  with  this  circumstance, 
called  on  him  to  account  for  having 
written  these  words.  The  Autho¬ 
rities  did  all  they  could  to  prevent 
the  duel;  hut  their  precautions 
proved  useless:  and  Pinac,  having 
received  a  ball  in  his  belly,  died 
some  hours  afterwards.” 

Negro  Plot.  —  Charlestown 
was  alarmed  by  the  discovery  of  a 
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negro  plot,  for  which  many  negroes 
were  executed  in  the  course  of 
the  month. 

Their  plan  appears  to  have  been 
well  digested.  They  intended  to 
have  provided  themselves  with 
passes,  so  as  to  deceive  the  guard,  and 
place  themselves  at  certain  parts  of 
the  city ;  then  a  party  was  to  secure 
the  guard  at  the  guard-house,  and 
an  indiscriminate  massacre  was  to 
commence  of  all  whites  who  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  streets. 

The  scheme  hadheen  in  agitation 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 
They  formed  themselves  into  a 
society,  and  held  meetings  at  a 
farm  which  they  could  approach  by 
water,  to  avoid  being  stopped  by 
any  patrols.  Religion  and  super¬ 
stition  were  used  by  the  more 
cunning  to  delude  the  credulous 
Africans  into  the  plot.  Gullah 
Jack  was  considered  invincible  ;  he 
could  not  be  hurt  nor  killed  by 
any  means  whatever ;  but  a  blow 
from  him  would  do  instant  execu¬ 
tion.  At  one  of  these  meetings 
they  had  a  fowl  dressed  and  put 
on  a  table,  over  which  Gullah  Jack 
performed  some  ceremony  of  witch¬ 
craft  ;  and  when  he  had  done,  a 
scramble  was  made  for  the  fowl, 
every  one  trying  to  get  a  piece ; 
then  said  Jack,  “so  do  we  pull 
the  Buckra  to  pieces.”  Jack  was 
hanged,  and  satisfied  his  companions 
that  he  could  be  killed ;  he  showed 
great  fears  of  death  under  the 
gallows. 

Most  of  the  ringleaders  were 
the  rulers  or  class-leaders  in  what 
is  called  the  African  Society,  and 
were  considered  faithful  honest 
fellows.  Indeed,  many  of  the  own¬ 
ers  would  not  believe,  until  the 
fellows  confessed,  that  they  were 
concerned.  The  first  object  was, 
■to  kill  their  masters. 


Isle  of  Man. — Disputes  have 
recently  arisen  between  the  duke 
of  Athol,  and  the  House  of  Keys 
(or  parliament  of  the  Isle  of 
Man),  which  have  excited  a  strong 
interest  in  the  island.  Some  mis¬ 
understanding  appears  to  have 
existed  for  a  length  of  time  be¬ 
tween  the  governor  and  the  legis¬ 
lative  body,  occasioned,  apparently, 
by  a  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
latter,  that  his  grace  was  assuming 
a  greater  share  of  authority  than 
he  was  by  law  entitled  to.  But 
an  open  breach  was  first  manifested 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Keys  on  the 
Tynwald-hill  on  the  6th  of  July, 
when  it  was  proposed  to  appoint 
commissioners  for  superintending 
the  repairs  of  the  highways  in  the 
island.  The  duke  of  Athol  wished 
to  have  a  new  set  of  commissioners 
appointed,  and,  amongst  them,  the 
bishop  and  the  water-bailiff;  the 
House  of  Keys  desired  the  re-ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  commissioners 
who  had  just  gone  out  of  office, 
and  they  pertinaciously  objected 
against  the  bishop  or  any  custom¬ 
house  officer  as  commissioners. 
Neither  party  would  concur  in  the 
nomination  of  the  other ;  and  after 
two  ineffectual  meetings,  his  Grace 
adjourned  the  Keys  until  the  10th 
of  October,  threatening  to  repre¬ 
sent  their  conduct  to  the  British 
government.  There  was  some 
smart  personal  altercation  between 
his  Grace  and  the  Keys. 

31.  Salvador  Gabarda,  one  of 
the  guards  who  assassinated  lieut.- 
colonel  Landaburu,  was  executed 
at  Madrid,  at  noon,  in  the  presence 
of  the  whole  garrison  under  arms, 
and  of  the  provisional  battalion 
composed  of  the  guards  who  re¬ 
mained  faithful  to  the  constitution. 
He  was  first  publicly  degraded, 
then  strangled  according  to  the 
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Spanish  custom  on  a  stool  fixed  on 
the  scaffold,  and  by  means  of  a 
screw  which  produces  instanta¬ 
neous  death.  His  right  hand  was 
afterwards  cut  off,  pursuant  to  the 
terms  of  his  sentence.  He  made 
an  attempt  to  address  the  people, 
but  having  been  desired  to  desist, 
he  obeyed,  and  sat  down  of  his  own 
accord  on  the  fatal  stool. 

Slave  Trade. — This  morning 
Portsmouth  was  surprised  by  the 
now  novel  circumstance  of  the 
arrival  of  a  French  brig,  of  240 
tons,  the  Vigilante,  as  a  prize,  she 
had  been  captured,  wTith  several 
others,  in  the  act  of  slave- trading, 
on  the  15th  of  April  last,  in  the 
river  Bonny,  by  the  boats  of  his 
Majesty’s  ships  Iphigenia  and 
Myrmidon,  manned  with  about 
150  seamen,  and  commanded  by 
lieut.  G.  Wm.  St.  John  Mildmay, 
after  a  most  severe  contest,  in 
which  two  seamen  were  killed, 
and  seven  were  wounded.  This 
vessel,  with  six  others,  formed  a 
little  slave-trading  squadron,  which 
was  discovered,  by  the  boats 
despatched  by  sir  R.  Mends  to  re¬ 
connoitre  the  river  Bonny,  moored 
across  the  stream  of  the  river,  with 
springs  on  their  cables,  all  armed, 
with  apparently  about  400  men  on 
board,  and  perfectly  prepared  to 
resist  the  approach  of  boarders. 
Lieut.  Mildmay  pushed  on  with 
his  boats,  and,  as  he  got  within 
range,  opened  a  heavy  fire  of 
cannister  grape  shot,  and  musk¬ 
etry  ;  nothing  could  withstand  the 
coolness  and  undaunted  courage 
of  our  seamen,  and  all  the  vessels 
were  soon  in  their  possession : 
their  defenders,  on  being  boarded, 
either  ran  below,  or  jumped  over¬ 
board.  The  vessels  proved  to  be 
as  follows: — French  brig  Vigilante, 
240  tons,  four  guns,  thirty  men, 
343  slaves ;  French  brig  Petite 


Betsey,  148  tons,  four  guns,  twenty- 
five  men,  218  slaves;  French 
brigantine  L’Ursule,  100  tons, 
four  guns,  twenty- seven  men,  247 
slaves;  Spanish  schooner  Yeanam, 
306  tons,  ten  guns,  fifty-five  men, 
380  slaves  /Spanish  schooner  Recua, 
130  tons,  nine  guns,  forty-five 
men,  300  slaves ;  and  another 
brig,  which  took  part  in  the  ac¬ 
tion,  but  had  no  cargo.  The 
state  of  the  slaves  on  board  these 
vessels  it  is  impossible  to  describe  : 
some  were  linked  in  shackles  by 
the  leg,  in  pairs ;  some  of  them 
were  bound  with  cords ;  and  many 
of  them  had  their  arms  so  lacerated, 
that  the  flesh  was  completely  eaten 
through  !  In  one  of  the  captured 
vessels,  Ahich  the  traders,  on  the 
attack  being  made,  deserted,  a 
lighted  match  had  been  placed  in 
the  magazine,  in  which  were 
several  barrels  of  gunpowder,  in 
the  hope,  no  doubt,  that  as  soon 
as  our  sailors  had  boarded,  the 
vessel  would  blow  up  with  them 
and  the  300  slaves  who  were 
chained  together  in  the  hold.  Provi¬ 
dentially,  one  of  the  men  discover¬ 
ed  the  match,  put  his  hat  under  it, 
and  carried  it  safely  on  deck.  On 
the  passage  of  the  prizes  from  the 
Bonny  river  to  Sierra  Leone,  the 
schooner  Yeanam  (drawing  17  feet 
water),  with  500  slaves  on  board, 
and  23  seamen,  upset  in  a  tornado, 
and  all  in  her  perished,  excepting 
eight  seamen,  who  were  picked  up 
five  days  afterward  by  the  Myr¬ 
midon,  in  a  state  of  derangement, 
from  want  of  food.  Messrs.  Batty 
and  Doughty,  midshipmen,  perished 
in  her.  The  number  of  slaves 
liberated  by  the  capture  of  these 
vessels  was  1,87T>  about  200  of 
whom  died  on  the  passage  to 
Sierra  Leone ;  the  others  (except¬ 
ing  those  lost  in  the  schooner) 
were  landed  at  that  place. 
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Piracy.  - — •  The  following  re¬ 
ports,  communicated  to  Lloyd’s  by 
their  agents  at  the  Havannah,  are  a 
specimen  of  the  extent  to  which 
piracy  is  now  carried  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world. 

Brig  Alpha,  Samuel  Brooks 
Master, from  Turks  Island 
On  the  29th  of  May,  1822,  at  X 
p.  M.y  in  latitude  22,  50  north, 
longitude  78-.  50  west,  three- 

schooners  hove  in  sight.  At  L 
30.  observed  their  colours  to  be 
blue  white  blue  ;  at  2  they  were- 
within  gun  shot ;  each  fired  a 
gun  to  leeward,  and  immediately 
the  headmost  one,  finding  that  the 
brig  did  not  heave  to,  fired  a  shot 
which  fell  close  to  her;  we  then 
shortened  sail  and  hove  to ;  each 
of  the  pirates  manned  their  boats 
with  six  and  eight  men  each,  and 
came  on  board,  hauled  down  the 
colours,  and  made  sail  on  the  ship,, 
the  three  schooners  in  company, 
■with  their  guns  pointed  at  the 
brig,  and  their  crews  at  quarters  ; 
they  immediately  put  the  whole 
crew  with  the  captain,  down  the 
forecastle,  and  secured  the  hatch 
(excepting  the  hoy,,  whom  they 
questioned  about  the  captain’s 
money) ;  they  then  ordered  the 
crew  on  deck,  and  commenced 
plundering.  They  ordered  the 
captain  into-  the  cabin,  and  de¬ 
manded  his  watch  and  the  keys  of 
the  trunks,  took  out  all  his  money 
(about  200  dollars),  and  then  took 
the  trunks  with  all  the  captain’s, 
clothes,  books,  instruments,  &c. 
leaving  him  only  one  shirt  and  a 
pair  of  trowsers.  They  treated  the 
mate  and  the  rest  of  the  men  in  the 
same  manner,  at  the  same  time 
beating  them  and  the  captain  with 
their  swords,  and  wounding  the 
captain  in  several  places.  They 
took  all  the  moveable  articles  from 
the  cabin,  as  bread  and  small  stores ; 


[1822. 

took  off  the-,  hatchways,  carried 
away  the  warps*  and  several  new 
small  sails ;  cut  away  the  main-top 
stay-sail  and  running  rigging,  with, 
cordage,  canvass,  &c.,  the  boats, 
going  to  the  schooners,  and  return¬ 
ing  occasionally,.  At  5.  30,  p.  m.. 
they  had  taken  every  article  they 
could  find,  including  a  puncheon* 
of  rum,  and  went  off.  They  after¬ 
wards  returned,  and  demanded: 
more  money.  Six  of  them  sur¬ 
rounded  the  captain  on  the  quarter 
deck,  four  with  swords  and  pistols, 
and  one  with  a  handspike  ;  there; 
they  commenced  heating,  and  cut¬ 
ting,  him  until  he,  unable  to  stand,, 
fell  on  the  deck.  They  then  put 
a  rope  round  his  neck,  and  hoisted! 
him  up  to  the  peak  three  several 
times,  letting  him  down  by  the, 
run  each  time,  and  left  him  for 

dead,  Thev  next  took  the  mate-; 
•/ 

from  the  helm,  and  treated  him  in 
the  same  way,  demanding  more* 
money  ;  but  finding  that  there  was;, 
no  more,  they  left  the  vessel,  taking 
with  them,  by  force,  the  carpenter 
with  his  tools,  John  Nelson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sweden  ;  Isaac  Hutson,  a« 
seaman ;  and  William  Hideman>, 
the  boy,  both  English. 

Two  of  these  schooners  were- 
from  7J  to  80  tons  burthen,  with 
50  or  60  men,  and  mounted  three 
large  guns  ;  the  third  was  smaller, 
with  two  guns,  and  about  20  or 
30  men. 

Brig  Hebe,  Hcma?mali, 

June,  1822.. 

On  thefith  of  J une,  running  down 
the  Old  Bahama  channel,  I  observed 
four  schooners,  three  standing  out 
towards  me.  A  little  before  noon 
they  hoisted  American  colours,, 
and  fired  a  gun.  Another  gun 
being  fired,  I  hove  to.  At  IO 
minutes  p.  m.,  thev  boarded  and 
took  possession  of  the  brig,  put  all- 
hands  below,  run  her  in  under,  the- 
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keys,  and  anchored  Tier ;  carried 
me  and  the  mate  on  hoard  of  two 
of  the  schooners,  and  brought  us. 
hack  about  1 1  o'clock ;  they  had 
lashed  a  schooner  along-side ;  we 
were  ordered  below  ;  I  came  on 
deck,  and  was  fired  at.  When  day¬ 
light  came,  three  of  them  were 
gone  out  of  sight,  the  remaining 
one  continued  plundering  until  S 
a.  m.  on  the  7th,  and  when  they 
could  find  nothing  more  to  suit 
them,  having  taken  the  principal 
part  of  the  cargo,  the  ship’s  boats, 
sails,  warps,  ropes,  and  stores,  they 
called  me  on  deck,  and  ordered  me 
to  muster  my  crew  ;  being  all  on 
deck,  they  cut  the  cable  and 
jumped  on  board,  and  gave  three 
cheers,  having  a  man  on  board  they 
had  taken  out  of  a  French  brig  three 
days  previous  to  this. 

(Signed)  H.  (hi  at  win, 
Master  of  the  brig  Hebe, 
from  London. 

Brig  Zephyr,  Joseph  Lumsdcn > 
Master ,  Hctvcmnah ,  July  1 3th, 
1822 . 

On  the  7th  of  July,  off  Cape  St. 
Antonio,  at  half-past  3  p.  m.  two 
vessels  appeared  a-head,  standing 
to  the  east.  At  about  three  leagues 
distance  from  land,  the  Zephyr 
was  boarded  by  a  piratical  schooner 
armed  with  2  nine  pounders,  small 
arms,  and  35  men.  They  sent  the 
captain,  a  passenger  (capt.  Camper), 
and  6  of  the  crew  on  board  the 
schooner,  leaving  1 6  of  their  people 
to  plunder,  and  run  the  brig  ashore; 
They  took  possession  of  every 
thing  belonging  to  the  passengers 
as  well  as  the  cargo,,  putting  part 
on  hoard  their  vessel,  and  throwing 
part  overboard ;  at  the  same  time 
threatening  to  kill  the  master  and 
captain  Camper.  They  had  taken 
all  the  provisions,  clothes,  watches, 
and  trunks,  when,  being  exces¬ 
sively  intoxicated,  they  became 


furious.  They  then  put  Camper 
and  the  captain  on  board  the 
Zephyr,  the  rest  of  the  ship’s  com¬ 
pany  remaining  on  board  the? 
schooner,  and  set  fire  to  the  hr jV, 
In  that  dreadful  moment,  the  cap¬ 
tain  confessed  that  he  had  money 
on  hoard ;  they  immediately  put 
out  the  fire  and  carried  him  into 
the  cabin,  where,  having  recovered 
his  senses  (having  been  almost 
suffocated),  lie  pointed  out  where 
the  money  was,  amounting  t©> 
3,500b  in  doubloons  and  silver. 
They  took  this,  and  went  off, 
sending  on  board  the  persons  who? 
had  remained  in  the  schooner,  but 
detaining  the  mate  to  navigate  their 
vessel.  The  brig  made  sail  for’  the 
Havannah,  in  order  to  repair  the 
damages  sustained,  and  arrives! 
there  on  the  1 1th. 


AUGUST,. 

Russian  Deserters.  —  The 
following  ordinance  of  his  imperial 
majesty,  lately  issued,  shows  both 
the  love  of  his  subjects  for  the  mi¬ 
litary  service,  and  the  tender  mer¬ 
cies  of  the  imperial  government 
towards  those  who  harbour  de¬ 
serters  r  —  “  In  every  village  or 
place,  where,  unknown  to  the  lord, 
a  deserter  or  fugitive  finds  a  for- 
hidden  shelter  with  a  peasant,  the 
community  of  these  peasants  shall 
be  condemned  to  a  fine  of  2,000 
roubles  for  every  such  deserter.  If 
this  shelter  is  given  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  lord  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  he  shall  pay  the  same  sum, 
independently  of  that  paid  by  the 
peasants.  If  the  concealment  has- 
been  effected  by  the  lord,  and  iff 
the  deserter  has  been  received  into 
erne  of  the  villages  by  him,  in  that 
case  the  lord  shall  he.  obliged  to  pay 
alone  the  sum  of  2,000  roubles  for 
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every  deserter,  besides  being  liable 
to  the  other  rigours  of  the  law. 
Whoever  shall  denounce  a  deserter 
or  a  fugitive,,  shall  receive  for  each 
individual  a  reward  of  500  roubles, 
derived  from  the  fine  imposed  on 
the  harbourer.” 

3.  Ireland  —  Execution  of 
nine  Men. — On  the  1st,  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  front  of  the  new  county 
gaol,  Limerick,  James  Cleary,  Jas. 
Browne,  Thomas  Neill,  Thomas 
Gorman,  and  John  M’Donough, 
for  the  murder  of  the  Shanagolden 
post-boy,  on  the  2 1  st  of  March.  Of 
these  five,  two  were  only  2 1  years 
of  age,  and  the  other  three  did  not 
exceed  26.  And  on  this  day,  Wm. 
Walsh,  Lawrence  Walsh,  Edmond 
.Dooley,  and  Wm.  Martin,  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  at  the  same  place,  for  the 
murder  of  young  Mr.  Hoskins. 
They  all  appeared  resigned  to  their 
fate,  and  acknowledged  the  justness 
of  their  sentence.  F rom  the  moment 
of  their  conviction,  they  had  at¬ 
tended  to  the  admonition  of  their 
pastor,  with  becoming  seriousness 
and  contrition. 

Attempt  at  Rape.  —  Two 
young  ladies  (one  of  them  not  more 
than  15  years  of  age)  had  gone  to 
visit  the  fine  waterfall  at  Routing- 
bridge,  near  Dumfries  ;  while  they 
were  retiring  from  the  spot,  a  man, 
dressed  like  a  farmer’s  servant, 
suddenly  seized  the  eldest  girl, 
threw  her  on  the  ground,  and  there, 
in  the  face  of  the  day  and  in  the 
presence  of  a  third  person,  daringly 
attempted  to  effect  his  brutal  pur¬ 
pose.  In  the  first  moments  of  her 
terror  the  younger  girl  fled  ;  but 
moved  to  desperation  by  the  bitter 
cries  of  her  companion,  she  re¬ 
turned,  and  fearlessly  seizing  the 
villain  by  the  back  of  his  neck¬ 
cloth,  nearly  strangled  him.  Thus 
assailed,  the  villain  was  glad  to  fly. 

7-  Marlborough  -  street — . 
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Thomas  Moverly,  the  soldier  of 
the  foot-guards,  charged  with  being 
concerned  with  Percy  Jocelyn, 
bishop  of  Clogher,  in  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  an  abominable  offence,  (see 
p.  126)  was  brought  from  the 
House  of  Correction  to  be  admitted 
to  bail.  Two  persons,  having  the 
appearance  of  respectable  trades¬ 
men,  tendered  themselves  as  his 
bail.  The  magistrate  informed 
them  of  the  nature  of  the  charge 
against  the  prisoner,  and  asked 
them,  whether  they  were  willing 
to  give  bail  for  his  appearance  at 
the  sessions. 

They  replied,  they  were  ready 
to  bail  him. 

The  usual  questions  as  to  their 
property,  debts,  & c.  were  then  put 
to  them,  and  they  were  accepted 
as  the  bail  in  the  sum  of  250/.  each, 
for  the  prisoner’s  appearance  at  the 
session. 

He  was  bound  in  a  recognizance 
of  500/.  for  his  appearance.  After 
the  usual  forms  of  registering,  &c., 
had  been  gone  into,  the  soldier 
quitted  the  office  ;  but  no  serjeant 
or  any  soldier  attended  to  take  him 
away. 

All  the  witnesses  to  the  trans¬ 
action,  who  had  already  given  evi¬ 
dence,  were  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  magistrate,  who,  in  his 
private  room,  directed  them  to  be 
in  attendance  to  appear  at  the  ses¬ 
sions,  where  they  were  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  against  the  two  miscreants, 
and  also  to  hold  themselves  in  rea¬ 
diness  to  go  to  Ireland,  where  their 
attendance  would  be  requisite  in 
the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  as  a  suit 
was  about  to  be  commenced  imme¬ 
diately  against  the  bishop  of 
Clogher,  to  deprive  him  of  his 
see,  Ac. 

The  payment  of  the  immense 
revenues  of  the  see  of  Clogher 
has  been  stopped,  since  the  dis- 
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covery  of  the  infamous  conduct  of 
its  unworthy  possessor. 

Russian  Army. — The  follow¬ 
ing  curious  letter  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Allgemeine  Zeitung, 
but  accompanied  by  the  observa¬ 
tion.,  that  the  editor  does  not  gua¬ 
rantee  the  accuracy  of  the  state¬ 
ments  : — 

“  In  the  month  of  February, 
mention  was  made  of  demagogic 
plots,  which  had  manifested  them¬ 
selves,  not  only  in  the  division  of 
Orlow,  but  through  the  whole  of 
the  second  corps  of  the  army 
under  general  Sabaniew.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  what  is  now  stated  on 
this  subject.  A  major  of  Qrlow’s 
division  was  appointed  to  instruct 
a  sub-officer  and  two  soldiers  of 
that  division,  in  the  elements  of 
the  Lancasterian  method  of  teach¬ 
ing.  They  were  to  return  to  their 
respective  regiments,  and  there 
diffuse  the  knowledge  of  the 
method.  But  it  was  soon  disco¬ 
vered,  that  these  men  were  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  propagating  the 
principles  of  atheism  and  demo¬ 
cracy.  Several  of  these  Russian 
carbonari  were  condemned  to  run 
the  gauntlet  ( passer  par  les 
verges ),  but  the  soldiers  refused  to 
execute  the  sentence,  and  a  formal 
mutiny  took  place,  which  induced 
general  Sabaniew,  commandant  of 
of  the  second  corps,  to  surround 
Orlow’s  division  with  other  troops, 
and  to  disarm  a  part  of  it.  Count 
Orlow  was  exiled  to  the  residence 
of  his  father-in-law,  count  Ra- 
jewsky,  commandant  of  Kiew,  and 
the  major  and  several  officers  and 
soldiers  were  arrested.  During 
the  course  of  the  investigation,  it  was 
discovered  (as  is  pretended)  that 
the  most  dangerous  principles  had 
been  inculcated,  not  only  in  the 
division  of  Orlow,  and  the  corps  of 
Sabaniew,  but  also  in  count  Witt¬ 


genstein’s  army,  and  in  remote 
cantonments.  Some  officers  of  the 
first  families  have  been  sent  home, 
and  others  placed  under  surveil¬ 
lance.  Several  soldiers  have  been 
punished  with  the  knout,  and 
others  have  been  sent  to  Siberia. 
The  regiments  which  constituted 
Orlow’s  division,  have  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  other  divisions. 
Two  of  them  have  been  disbanded 
and  re-composed.” 

Slave  Trade.  —  The  two 
French  vessels.  Vigilante  and 
L’Ursule,  which  were  captured  by 
the  boats  of  his  majesty’s  ships 
Iphigenia,  sir  Robert  Mends,  and 
Myrmidon,  captain  Leeke,  have 
been  released,  and  have  sailed  for 
Cherbourg.  The  one  which  put 
into  Plymouth  (La  Petite  Betsey) 
is  also  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
same  port.  (See  p.  135.) 

Oxford  Circuit. — Thomas  v. 
Jones.  —  In  this  case,  David 
Thomas,  esq.  sought  a  compensa¬ 
tion  in  damages  against  Miss 
Hannah  Jones,  for  a  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage. 

Mr.  Taunton  stated,  that  it  was 
rather  an  unusual  circumstance 
for  a  gentleman  to  have  to  pre¬ 
sent  himself  as  a  plaintiff  upon 
such  an  occasion ;  because,  to  the 
honour  of  the  ladies,  in  engage¬ 
ments  of  this  sort  they  were  gene¬ 
rally  faithful.  The  defendant. 
Miss  Hannah  Jones,  had  not  to 
urge,  in  her  excuse,  the  levity  of 
youth,  because  she  had  attained  to 
the  mature  age  of  46  ;  the  plaintiff 
being  but  thirty-eight  years  of 
age.  The  parties  were  respectable, 
and  possessed  of  property ;  and » 
the  courtship  was  carried  on  under 
the  eye  and  with  the  sanction  of 
Miss  Jones’s  mother.  The  plain¬ 
tiff’s  house  being  somewhat  dila¬ 
pidated  and  old-fashioned,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  defendant,  altera- 
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lions  and  repairs  were  made  to  tlie 
amount  of  %50L  ;  and  the  lady,, 
upon  this  occasion,  found  or  paid 
for  a  part  of  the  timber;.  She  be¬ 
longed  to  a  class  of  people  called: 
Anabaptists,  and,  being  extremely 
desirous,  that,  when  she  came 
to  the  mansion  -  house  of  the 
plaintiff,  she  should  not  have1 
far  to  go  to  chapel,  she  prevailed 
on  the  plaintiff  to  grant  a  lease' 
to  the  society  to  which  she 
Belonged,  of  a  piece  of  ground 
on  his  estate,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  meeting -house. 
That  meeting-house  still  stood 
there.  He  should  prove,  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner,  the  pro¬ 
mise  of  marriage  on  more  occa¬ 
sions  than.  one.  He  should  also 
prove,  that  in  the  month  of 
February,  1821,  the  plaintiff, 
finding  that  the  lady  had  inti¬ 
mated  a  wish  to  break  off  the 
match,  sent  her  a  formal  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  and  he  married,, 
which  she  declined,  declaring  that 
she  never  would  have  the  plaintiff 
for  her  husband.  It  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  state  this  ease  without  a 
smile,  but  he  trusted  the  jury 
would  not  permit  the  amusement, 
which  the  cause  might  afford  them, 
to  get  the  better  of  their  sense  of 
justice. 

David  Reece  proved  the  lady’s 
age  to  be  46;  that  Mr.  David 
Thomas  was  courting  her  in  1 8 1 8 ; 
that  he  is  about  35  years  of  age  ; 
that  a  servant  was  hired  by  Miss 
Jones,  with  a  view  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  should  take  place  at  All- 
hallow- tide,  1819,  who  lived  under 
such  engagement  in  the  plaintiff’s 
house  for  twelve  months. 

The  servant  was  subsequently 
examined,  and  stated,  that  her 
reason  for  leaving  Mr.  Thomas, 
was,  that  Miss  Jones  would  not 
marry  him. 

*r 


Several  witnesses  were  called, 
who  proved  promises  of  marriage- 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  the- 
repairing  of  plaintiff’s  house — the 
building  of  the  chapel — and  the- 
other  points  stated  in  Mr.  Taun¬ 
ton’s  opening. 

Mr.  Campbell,  for  the-  de¬ 
fendant,  said,  this  action  was-  so- 
ridiculous,  that  Mr.  Taunton  had 
found  it  impossible  to  state  the 
facts  to  the  jury  with  decent  gra¬ 
vity.  The  plaintiff,  no  doubt, 
might  well  have  worn  the  willow, 
and  have  been  considered  an  un¬ 
fortunate  lover ;  but  would,  he 
not  now,  wherever  lie  went  in  the* 
principality,  be  pointed  at,  as  a 
person  who  wanted  to  inveigle  an 
old  woman  into  marriage  for  the; 
sake  of  her  fortune,  and,  when  he 
failed  in  that,  wished  to  get  it  by 
the  verdict  of  a  jury  ?  Surely  he 
might  have  met  with  a  lady 
younger,  more  beautiful,  and  more 
conformable  to  the  objects  of  m, 
marriage  settlement.  The  lady 
had  certainly  reached  the  mature- 
age  of  46.  One  witness  had  said 
she  was-  very  beautiful another 
bloated,  and  seemed  to  indicate 
some  doubt  on  that  point.  Now 
he  was  instructed  to  state,  and 
upon  that,  the  jury  would  take  the 
lady’s  own  word,  that  she  was  ex- 
eeedingly  plain — not  to  say  ugly  ~ 
that  she  was  not  accomplished,  for 
the  instructions  which  had  been 
drawn  for  a  settlement,  and  were 
said  to  have  been  signed  for  her, 
only  bore  her  mark.  That  no 
love-letters  had  been  produced, 
probably  arose  from  the  lady’s  in¬ 
ability  to  write.  Did  it  appear 
that  the  esquire  did  not  keep  a 
female  servant  before  ?  or  did  it 
appear,  that  he  had  in  the  slightest 
degree  increased  his  establishment 
on  account  of  Miss  Hannah  Jones? 
He  must  have  had  a  female  servant 
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to  make  his  bed,  milk  his  cows,  &c, 
'The  expenses  to  which  the  plaintiff 
had  been  put  in  preparing  for  the 
wedding  could  he  alone  given  in 
evidence  as  damages,  the  amount 
of  which  had  not  been  in  any 
way  proved ;  and  he  therefore 
trusted,  that  the  jury  would  send 
the  plaintiff  hack  to  the  county  of 
Pembroke,  with  the  indignation 
and  contempt  which  he  so  justly 
merited. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayiey,  in  charging 
the  jury,  observed,  that  actions  of 
this  nature  were  not  common,  but 
still  this  was  a  ease  in  which  an 
action  would  lie,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
mise  and  the  breach  had  both  been 
clearly  proved.  It,  therefore,  be¬ 
came  a  question  for  the  jury  to 
consider  what  damages  they  would 
give.  As  to  the  repairs  of  the 
house  of  the  plaintiff,  there  was 
no  evidence  that  they  were  done 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  defendant ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  building  of 
the  chapel,  it  was  not  at  all  im¬ 
probable  that  the  plaintiff  himself 
was  a  member  of  the  Anabaptist 
Socle  :y,  and  was  thereby  induced 
to  give  up  to  them  a  piece  of  land 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
chapel.  The  jury,  therefore, 
ought  not,  in  estimating  the 
damages,  to  give  more  than  the 
expense  which  the  plaintiff  had 
actually  been  put  to  in  preparing 
for  the  proposed  wedding. 

The  jury  consulted  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  returned  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff. — Damages,  One 
Hundred  Pounds. 

Catholic  Bigotry.  —  There 
has  occurred  in  the  Netherlands 
another  and  striking  instance  of 
the  opposition  between  the  sense 
and  feelings  of  the  age,  and  the 
unyielding  bigotry  of  the  Catholic 
priesthood.  It  is  well  known,  that 
though  plays  were  at  first,  in  mo¬ 


dern  Europe,  the  offspring  of  reli¬ 
gious  ceremonies,  and  have  been 
subsequently  brought  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  public  morals,  yet  that, 
players  in  most  Roman  Catholic 
countries  are  a  proscribed  caste* 
Instances  have  occurred  of  their 
being  refused  Christian  burial  ; 
and  we  have  now  an  instance,  in 
which  they  have  been  refused 
Christian  marriage.  M.  Moreau 
and  Mademoiselle  Lucile  Sainte, 
of  the  theatre  of  Brussels,  both 
remarkable  for  their  irreproaefo 
able  characters,  applied  lately 
to  a  cure  for  the  nuptial  benedic¬ 
tion,  and  were  refused  till  they 
should  renounce  their  theatrical 
profession.  The  parties,  after  going 
to  the  confessional,  and  appearing 
at  the  holy  table,  preparatory  to 
the  ceremony,  were  obliged  to 
forego  the  nuptial  benediction,  and 
to  be  contented  with  a  civil  mar¬ 
riage. 

Upper  Canada. — At  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  magistrates  and  other  re¬ 
spectable  inhabitants,  in  the  east¬ 
ern  district  of  Cornwall,  on  the 
9th  of  August,  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  what  measures  were  necessary 
to  be  adopted,  to  make  known  to 
his  majesty’s  government  the  very 
injurious  consequences  which  would 
result  to  Upper  Canada,  should 
the  agreement  of  the  commissioners 
relative  to  the  boundary  line  at 
Long  Sault  and  Barnhart’s  islands 
he  carried  into  effect,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

1 .  Resolved,  That  it  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  to  this  meeting,  that  should 
the  agreement  of  the  commissioners 
under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  relative 
to  the  boundary  line  between  this 
province  and  the  United  States,  he 
carried  into  effect,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  will  have  no  water 
communication  hv  which  they  can 
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transport  tlieir  produce  to  the  mar¬ 
kets  of  Lower  Canada. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  meeting  that  if  the  lower 
Long  Sault  and  Barnhart’s  island 
be  given  up  to  the  United  States, 
it  will  in  effect  be  surrendering  all 
rights  to  free  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  memorial 
be  presented  to  his  excellency  the 
governor-general,  praying  his  im¬ 
mediate  interference  with  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  government,  to  prevent  the 
ratification  of  the  agreement. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  to  ascertain,  within  as  little 
time  as  possible,  the  width  of  the 
channel,  and  depth  of  the  water, 
between  Barnhart’s  island  and  the 
main  land  on  the  north  bank  of 
St.  Lawrence. 

12.  Sporting  Match.  —  The 
decision  of  lord  Kennedy’s  great 
match  for  2,000  guineas  took  place 
on  Monday,  the  12th  of  August. 
His  lordship  had  taken  40  to  1 
that  he  would,  in  one  day  of  the 
season,  1822,  from  12  o’clock  of  one 
night  to  12  o’clock  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  night,  kill  40  brace  of  grouse, 
on  his  shooting  ground,  at  Felar, 
in  Aberdeenshire;  and  afterwards 
ride  to  his  seat  at  Dunnotter,  and 
back  to  Felar,  a  distance  of  140 
miles.  Exactly  at  12  o’clock  on 
Sunday  night,  three  watches  were 
set  together,  and  put  into  a  box 
by  the  umpires,  — -  Turner,  esq., 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Farquharson, 
and  captain  Barclay  on  the  part  of 
lord  Kennedy ;  Mr.  Gumming  re¬ 
feree.  At  four  in  the  morning, 
lord  Kennedy  commenced  shoot¬ 
ing,  attended  by  a  numerous  body 
of  highlanders,  drawn  together 
from  curiosity.  A  great  deal  of  rain 
had  fallen  in  the  night,  which 
made  the  hills  very  wet,  and  the 

birds  wild.  The  first  bird  was 

: 


killed  at  a  quarter  after  four,  and 
the  whole  40  brace  in  four  hours 
and  41  minutes.  After  shifting 
his  wet  clothes  and  taking  some 
refreshment,  he  mounted  his  horse 
and  started  for  Dunnotter,  where 
he  arrived  at  two  o’clock  ;  having 
ridden  the  70  miles  in  4  hours  and 
a  half.  Fie  remained  about  an 
hour  there,  and  got  back  to  Felar 
four  minutes  before  eight  o’clock  at 
night,  performing  the  140  miles  in 
10  hours  and  2 6  minutes ;  and 
winning  the  match  by  4  hours  and 
4  minutes.  The  whole  was  done, 
shooting,  riding,  &c.  in  15  hours 
and  56  minutes.  He  returned  to 
Castletown  that  night,  a  distance 
of  14  miles,  by  10  o’clock  ;  making 
the  whole  distance  on  horseback 
154  miles.  His  lordship  did  not 
appear  fatigued.  Every  thing  was 
against  him,  for  the  grouse  were 
uncommonly  strong  and  forward, 
and  the  road  was  any  thing  but 
good — the  first  four  miles  being  a 
mere  mountain  sheep  tract,  and 
the  remainder  very  hard  and  stony, 
with  numerous  short  sharp  hills. 

14.  In  pursuance  of  their  sen¬ 
tence,  James  Phillips  and  John 
Wade  were  executed  in  a  field 
adjoining  the  gaol,  in  Bury  St.  Ed¬ 
mund’s,  for  a  burglary  at  Hadleigh 
hamlet,  amidst  an  immense  con¬ 
course  of  spectators,  of  whom  a 
great  proportion  were  females.  The 
apparent  penitence  of  Phillips  ex¬ 
cited  much  commiseration,  but 
Wade  appeared  bold  and  undaunt¬ 
ed  by  his  situation.  The  execu¬ 
tioner  began  the  dreadful  cere¬ 
mony,  and  had  just  fastened  the 
rope  round  the  neck  of  Wade,  and 
pulled  the  cap  over  his  face,  when 
the  drop  accidentally  fell,  and  pre¬ 
cipitated  to  the  ground  the  hang¬ 
man,  and  the  other  miserable  suf¬ 
ferer,  who,  being  pinioned,  re¬ 
ceived  a  severe  blow  against  the 
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wall  of  the  prison.  The  horror 
excited  by  this  accident  may  be 
more  easily  conceived  than  de¬ 
scribed.  Wade  died  immediately, 
but  the  other  wretched  being  was 
compelled  to  await  his  fate  for  20 
minutes,  whilst  a  temporary  scaf¬ 
fold  was  erected,  and  then  was 
launched  into  eternity. 

16.  Cork. — Informations  were 
lodged  before  the  Rev.  Mr.  Her¬ 
bert,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
this  county,  of  outrages  commit¬ 
ted  in  his  parish,  of  Mourne 
Abbey,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mallow.  On  the  night  of  Satur¬ 
day  last,  about  twenty  men,  well 
armed,  went  to  the  houses  of 
several  farmers,  and  compelled 
them  to  take  an  oath  against 
paying  tithes,  &c.  Mr.  Her¬ 
bert  had  let  to  his  parishioners 
leases  of  his  tithes,  for  five  years, 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  them¬ 
selves,  and  the  ruffians  inquired  of 
the  farmers,  if  they  had,  in  any 
instance,  taken  such  leases ;  in 
general  they  denied  having  done 
so,  but  were  afterwards  intimi¬ 
dated  into  a  confession  of  having 
committed  this  crime  against  the 
edicts  of  the  new  legislators  ;  upon 
which,  all,  who  had  been  convicted 
of  dissimulation  in  this  matter,  were 
seized,  dragged  out  of  their  houses, 
stripped  and  flogged  upon  their 
naked  backs  with  a  whip,  for  vio¬ 
lating  the  orders  of  “  General 
Rock.” 

A  notice  was  on  last  Monday 
night  posted  on  the  Oven  church, 
threatening  with  destruction  those 
who  should  pay  any  tithes. 

Curious  Question  of  Public 
Law. — The  recent  discovery  of 
the  wreck  of  the  British  frigate 
Lutine,  buried  in  the  sands  on  the 
coast  of  Holland,  after  having 
been  lost  so  long  ago  as  1799,  has 


created  much  solicitude  among:  the 
underwriters,  and  has  raised  some 
curious  and  subtle  questions  upon 
a  point  of  national  law.  This 
ship  conveyed  specie  to  the  amount 
of  about  200,000/.,  sent  by  the 
British  government  as  a  subsidy  to 
Prussia.  The  crew  all  perished, 
and  neither  ship  nor  cargo  were 
heard  of  until  lately,  when  some 
Dutchmen  discovered  the  remains 
of  the  wreck.  The  British  go¬ 
vernment,  having  effected  an  in¬ 
surance,  claimed  for  a  total  loss, 
and  was  duly  paid  by  the  under¬ 
writers.  These,  or  their  repre¬ 
sentatives,  have  applied  to  the 
Belgic  ministers,  for  leave  or  as¬ 
sistance  to  fish  up  the  specie  from 
the  wreck,  and  have  had  a  private 
(not  an  official)  answer,  stating 
that  “  as  the  Lutine  was  wrecked 
during  a  war  with  Holland,  the 
ship  and  cargo  became  Dutch,  and 
of  course  not  liable  to  restoration  ; 
but  that,  had  the  disaster  occurred 
while  peace  existed,  the  Dutch 
government  would  have  afforded 
the  facilities  called  for  towards  the 
recovery  of  the  specie.”  On  what 
plea  can  the  present  king  of  the 
Netherlands  authorize  his  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  to  treat  this  ship 
and  cargo  as  hostile  property  ?  In 
1799;  England  was  at  war,  not 
with  the  House  of  Orange,  but  for 
the  House  of  Orange.  A  large, 
though  unsuccessful,  expedition  was 
undertaken  by  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  in  that  year ;  a  brave  army 
was  landed  in  Holland ;  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  British  lives  were  lost, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  down 
the  rebel  faction  among  the  Dutch, 
and  restoring  the  present  king  of 
the  Netherlands  to  his  rank  and 
rights  as  stadtholder.  At  that 
time  the  House  of  Orange  was 
enjoying,  upon  the  soil  of  Eng- 


land,  that  shelter  and  hospitality 
"which  the  shores  of  Holland  would 
have  refused  it. 

It  may  he  affirmed,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  wrecks  of  a  hostile  na¬ 
tion  during;  war  were  national 
property  in  Holland,  and  not 
droits  of  the  Crown,  and  in  that 
case  the  transaction  would  assume 
a  different  form.  As  nation  to 
nation,  the  Dutch  liad  cause,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  to  regard  us  as  enemies 
in  the  year  1799'  But  it  may 
admit  of  argument,  whether  the 
JLutine  and  her  cargo  ever  became 
Dutch,  property  at  all.  No  pos¬ 
session  was  ever  -  taken  of  the 
wreck — -no  knowledge  existed  of 
the  place  where  she  was  lost,  nor 
of  the  particulars  of  the  fate 
which  had  befallen  her.  No  act 
of  ownership,  therefore,  could 
have  been  performed,  in  respect 
of  ship  or  cargo,  by  any  Dutch 
authority  during  that  whole  pe¬ 
riod  of  fifteen  years,  from  1799 
to  1814,  during  which  it  would 
have  been  lawful  to  appropriate 
both.  In  that  view,  it  may  be¬ 
come  a  fair  subject  of  consideration, 
whether  the  property  ever  passed 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  British 
owners — whether  government,  or 
underwriters  at  Lloyd’s ;  for  a 
vessel  is  no  prize  unless  it  lias 
been  once  in  actual  possession  of 
the  captors. 

Commerce  with  St.  Domingo. 
- — Doubts  having  arisen,  whether 
the  act  of  parliament,  which  prohi¬ 
bits  an  intercourse  between  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  and  Jamaica,  was  repealed 
by  the  act  of  last  session,  opening 
the  trade  of  the  British  colonies  to 
foreign  countries,  the  following 
correspondence  on  the  'subject  lues 
taken  place  between  the  lords  of 
trade  and  the  ship-owners’  society  : 


[1822. 

Ship-  Owners'  Society , 

Aug .  13,  1822. 

Sir I  have  been  requested  by 
the  committee  of  the  Society  of 
Ship-owners,  to  state  to  you,  with 
a  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  represent  to  their  lordships,  that 
a  very  general  impression  appears 
to  prevail  among  ship-owners,  that 
under  the  act  3  Geo.  IV,  cap.  44, 
an  intercourse  is  permitted  between 

i 

the  islands  of  St.  Domingo  and 
Jamaica,  which  it  is  feared  may  be 
productive  of  very  serious  conse¬ 
quences,  as  vessels  which  have  gone 
to  St.  Domingo  without  procuring 
cargoes,  may  proceed  down  to  the 
free  ports  in  Jamaica  in  quest  of 
freight,  and  become  liable  to  the 
penalties  of  the  52  Geo.  III.,  cap. 
35,  sect.  L 

The  ship-owners’  committee  pre¬ 
sume  that  3  Geo.  IV,  cap.  44, 
repeals  only  the  acts  of  regulation 
therein  enumerated,  and  conse¬ 
quently  that  the  act  52  Geo.  III., 
cap.  35,  prohibiting  intercourse  be¬ 
tween  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo, 
remains  in  force ;  and  they  will 
take  such  means  as  are  in  their 
power  to  undeceive  those  owners, 
or  masters  of  ships,  who  may  have 
misconceived  the  enactments  of  the 
new  act ;  but  as  the  committee 
fear  that  any  measures  which  they 
can  adopt  will  not  he  completely 
effectual,  they  wish  to  submit  for 
the  consideration  of  their  lordships, 
whether  they  may  not  think  it 
right  to  recommend  that  instruc¬ 
tions  should  go  from  earl  Bathurst 
to  the  governor  of  Jamaica  ;  from 
the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
admiral  on  that  station  ;  and  from 
the  lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  instructing 
them  to  abstain  from  prosecuting 
any  vessel,  the  master  of  which 
may,  through  misconception  of  the 


145 


C  H  R  O  N  I  C  L  E. 


August.] 

said  act,  and  without  the  most 
remote  intention  of  violating  the 
spirit  of  it,  have  proceeded  from 
St.  Domingo  to  Jamaica,  as  with¬ 
out  such  directions  he  given,  it  is 
greatly  to  he  feared  that  some 
vessels  may  he  seized  and  con¬ 
demned,  to  the  serious  loss  or  ruin 
of  the  owners,  notwithstanding 
that  the  lords  of  the  Treasury 
may,  upon  having  the  circum¬ 
stances  brought  before  them,  even¬ 
tually  direct  the  restitution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  W.  Buckle, 
Chairman. 
Thomas  Lack,  esq. 

Office  of  Committee 
of  Privy  Council  for  Trade, 
Whitehall,  Aug.  17. 

Sir  ; — Having  laid  before  the 
lords  of  the  committee  of  privy 
council  for  trade,  your  letter  of  the 
13th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
intercourse  between  Jamaica  and 
St.  Domingo,  I  am  directed  to 
acquaint  you,  that  their  lordships 
do  not  conceive  that  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  legislature  (certainly 
it  was  not  of  his  Majesty’s  govern¬ 
ment  in  framing  the  bill)  to  repeal 
the  act  of  the  52nd  Geo.  III.  c.  35, 
although  it  may  perhaps  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  general  terms  of 
sec.  3  of  the  act  of  3  Geo.  IV,  c.  44, 
that  the  intercourse  prohibited  by 
the  former  act  was  allowed  by  the 
act  of  last  session :  considering, 
however,  that  the  first  clause  of 
the  new  law  repeals  specifically 
certain  acts  therein  enumerated,  in 
which  enumeration  the  52nd  Geo. 
Ill,  c.  35,  is  not  included,  the 
lords  of  this  committee  apprehend 
that  the  just  inference  would  be, 
that  this  act  is  not  to  be  taken  to 
be  repealed ;  but,  as  a  contrary 
impression  may  have  prevailed,  and 
Vol.  LX  IV. 


may  lead  to  serious  embarrassment 
and  loss  to  innocent  parties,  if  it 
should  be  acted  upon,  and  the 
vessels  be  subsequently  seized,  their 
lordships  will  take  the  steps  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  society  of  ship¬ 
owners,  in  order  to  obviate  any 
such  losses.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Lack. 
John  William  Buckle,  esq.,  &c. 

Extraordinary  Attempt  at 
Robbery. — At  Stay  ley  Bridge, 
when  the  people  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  John  Leech,  a  re¬ 
spectable  spinner  of  that  place, 
came  to  their  wTork  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  they  were  surprised  at  seeing 
a  man’s  hat  and  coat  on  the  roof 
of  the  counting-house,  which  is 
situated  in  a  two-story  building, 
standing  between  Mr.  Leech’s  two 
factories,  and  consequently  easily 
overlooked  from  them.  As  it  ap¬ 
peared,  on  examination,  that  no 
robbery  had  taken  place,  nor  any 
entrance  been  effected  into  the 
counting-house,  it  was  concluded 
that  the  thief  must  be  in  the 
chimney,  and  an  individual  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Leech  shouted  into 
it.  A  person  answered  from  within, 
promising  to  tell  every  thing  on 
condition  of  being  let  out.  It 
was  thought  best,  however,  that 
his  confession  should  precede  his 
liberation,  and  he  was  accordingly 
obliged  to  make  it.  He  admitted 
that  his  object  had  been,  to  rob  the 
counting-house,  and  said  that  he 
had  been  assisted  in  his  enterprise, 
and  had  had  information  as  to 
where  Mr.  Leech’s  cash  was  kept, 
from  a  man  named  James  Bath, 
who  worked  with  a  respectable 
spinner  in  the  neighbourhood,  but 
had  formerly  been  in  the  employ 
of  Mr.  Leech,  and  who  was 
accordingly  taken  into  custody. 
Meantime,  a  ladder  had"  been  pro- 
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cured,  and  a  rope  having  been  put 
down  the  flue,  the  culprit  fastened 
it  to  his  body,  and  two  men,  stand¬ 
ing  on  a  plank  at  the  top  of  the 
chimney,  proceeded  to  draw  him 
up.  The  circumstance  having  ex¬ 
cited  considerable  interest  amongst 
Mr.  Leech’s  work-people,  they  had 
all  assembled  in  the  factory  yard, 
and  when  the  hands  of  the  fellow, 
apparently  joined  in  the  attitude 
of  entreaty,  first  emerged  from  his 
dusky  dungeon,  the  circumstance 
was  hailed  with  a  shout,  which 
was  repeated  at  intervals,  until  the 
process  of  extrication  was  com¬ 
pleted.  There  were,  it  appears,  two 
flues  to  the  chimney,  one  of  which 
communicated  with  the  counting- 
house,  and  the  other  with  the 
upper  story.  Into  the  latter  the 
prisoner  had,  by  mistake,  gotten, 
and  the  fire-place  having  been 
bricked  up,  he  was  wholly  unable 
to  make  his  way  out :  whilst,  from 
the  straitness  of  the  passage,  he 
found  it  equally  impossible  to  re¬ 
trace  his  steps. 

New  South  Wales.-— By  the 
last  letters  from  New  South  Wales, 
it  appears  that,  according  to  the 
official  census  in  October,  there 
were  mustered  in  Sydney  alone 
13,400  souls,  being  1,400  more 
than,  in  the  year  1810,  were  in  the 
various  settlements  of  the  whole 
territory,  including  Van  Diemen’s 
Land.  The  total  population  of 
Sydney,  Paramatta,  Liverpool, 
Windsor,  Bathurst,  Newcastle,  and 
the  surrounding  districts,  amount¬ 
ed  to  34,500;  and,  including  Van 
Diemen’s  Land,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territory  at  large,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year,  must  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  42,000  souls.  The  increase 
of  respectable  settlers  during  the 
last  two  years  exceeds  the  whole 
number  that  had  arrived  in  the 
preceding  32  years.  So  late  as 


1818,  there  were  only  10  magis¬ 
trates;  but,  towards  the  end  of 
last  year,  sir  T.  Brisbane  directed 
a  dedimus  potest atem  to  be  issued 
to  26  gentlemen,  exclusively  of 
the  magistrates  of  Van  Diemen’s 
Land.  Lieut.  R.  Johnstone,  R.  N., 
who  had  been  sent  to  examine  the 
coast  to  the  southward  of  Jervis’s 
Bay,  to  ascertain  if  a  river  fell  into 
the  sea  near  that  place,  found  at  the 
head  of  Bateman’s  Bay  the  entrance 
of  a  fine,  clear,  capacious  river,  with 
nine  feet  water  over  the  bar,  deep¬ 
ening  afterwards  to  six  fathoms,  and 
continuing  from  four  to  seven  fa¬ 
thoms  for  25  miles.  For  the  first 
15  miles  the  land  is  stated  to  be 
good  forest  land,  after  which  it 
becomes  lower  and  fitter  for  culti¬ 
vation.  Mr.  Throsby  had  also 
proceeded  over-land  from  Sydney 
to  Jervis’s  Bay  (having  set  out  on 
the  23rd  of  November,  and  return¬ 
ed  on  the  6th  of  December)  and 
was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  a  good 
road  might  be  cut  from  Sydney  to 
that  harbour :  he  also  reports  the 
land  to  be  extremely  rich  and  pro¬ 
mising.  The  Sydney  Gazette  of 
March  8  says — “  In  confirmation 
of  the  many  avowals  that  New 
South  Wales  has  latterly  rapidly 
increased  in  commercial  prosperity, 
we  state  the  fact,  that  ten  vessels 
have  left  the  ports  of  Australasia, 
with  cargoes,  for  Europe,  within 
the  space  of  twelve  months.” 

15.  Somerset  Assizes.— The 
trial  of  Bridle,  the  dismissed 
keeper  of  Ilchester  gaol,  took 
place  this  day.  The  information 
consisted  of  two  distinct  charges : 
the  first  charge  alleged  that,  on 
the  18  th  of  November,  1818,  the 
defendant  being  keeper  of  Ilches¬ 
ter  gaol,  and  maliciously  intend¬ 
ing  to  injure  Mary  Cuer,  a  pri¬ 
soner  under  his  charge,  did, 
without  sufficient  or  justifiable 
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cause,  confine  the  said  Mary  Cuer, 
she  having  an  infant  at  her  breast, 
in  a  cold  and  unwholesome  cell; 
neglecting  to  supply  her  during 
that  confinement  with  firing,  or 
with  the  bread  and  water  neces¬ 
sary  for  her  sustenance.  The 
second  charge  alleged,  that,  on  the 
20th  of  November,  1820,  the  de¬ 
fendant,  intending  to  injure  one 
Thomas  Gardner,  also  a  prisoner 
in  Ilchester  gaol,  put  a  blister 
upon  his  head  and  a  strait  waist¬ 
coat  upon  his  body,  confining  him 
at  the  same  time  in  a  solitary 
cell.  Mary  Cuer’s  case,  which  was 
at  first  sight  calculated  to  affect 
the  feelings  more  powerfully  than 
the  other,  received  a  considerablv 
milder  colouring  from  the  wit¬ 
nesses  successively  produced.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  this  woman,  who  had 
been  committed,  not  for  felony, 
but  for  bearing  an  illegitimate 
child,  had  quarrelled  in  a  disorderly 
manner  with  some  other  female 
prisoner — that  fuel  was  placed 
within  her  cell,  but  that  she  re¬ 
fused  to  have  a  fire  lighted — that, 
according  to  the  witnesses  for  the 
defence,  her  provisions  were  not 
Confined  to  bread  and  water ;  of 
which  latter  article,  likewise,  though 
she  complained  of  a  deficiency, 
there  was  enough  within  her 
reach,  had  she  thought  fit  to 
apply  for  it.  Of  this  charge,  there¬ 
fore,  Bridle  was  acquitted.  The 
second  act  of  unlawful  severity 
rested  on  stronger  grounds.  Gard¬ 
ner,  admitted  to  be  of  infamous 
character,  having  been  capitally 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  death 
for  house-breaking,  was  charged 
by  Bridle  with  picking  a  fellow- 
prisoner’s  pocket,  mulcted  of  his 
earnings,  and  confined  in  perfect 
solitude.  While  thus  situated,  he 
was  further  accused  of  refractory 
and  troublesome  conduct,  having 


stabbed  a  fellow-prisoner  in  the 
knee.  Bridle,  meeting  the  apo¬ 
thecary  in  the  prison,  observed, 
that  he  had  a  troublesome  man  in 
confinement,  and  asked  the  apo¬ 
thecary,  if  he  had  a  black  dose ; 
the  latter  replied  in  the  negative, 
but  added,  “  you  may  have  a 
blister,  and,  as  his  heacl  seems 
affected,  you  may  put  it  pretty 
high  on  the  poll.”  Bridle  accepted 
the  offer,  and  the  strait  waistcoat 
was  resorted  to  as  a  convenient 
appendage  to  the  blister.  Gardner, 
not  having  a  hand  at  liberty,  tore 
away  the  blister  after  several 
hours,  by  rubbing  off*  his  cap 
against  the  wall  of  the  dungeon. 
These  facts  stood  uncontradicted 
by  the  evidence  for  the  accused 
party,  whose  numerous  witnesses 
confined  themselves,  for  the  most 
part,  to  attestations  in  support  of 
Bridle’s  general  character  for  mild¬ 
ness,  indulgence,  and  humanity,  in 
the  execution  of  his  office.  Of 
these  witnesses,  some  were  libe¬ 
rated  prisoners,  who  had  been 
under  the  charge  of  Bridle,  others 
were  officers  of  the  prison,  and  a 
far  greater  number  were  magis¬ 
trates  and  gentlemen  of  the  county, 
who  had  known  and  watched  him 
for  a  long  course  of  years.  So 
far,  therefore,  as  general  reputa¬ 
tion  went,  the  jury  were  impressed 
with  a  strong  bias  in  favour  of  the 
motives  and  intentions  of  the  ex- 
gaoler.  But  the  fact  remained. 
Bridle  had  inflicted  a  punishment 
not  authorized  by  law,  and  a  ver¬ 
dict  of  “  Guilty”  was  necessarily 
given  against  him,  though  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  warm  recommendation 
to  mercy,  on  account  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  excellence  of  his  character. 
Thus  ended  this  important  prose¬ 
cution,  which  was  instituted  by 
the  present  Secretary  for  the  Home 
Department. 

L  2 
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1 6.  Hanover.  —  The  young 
princess  of  Cambridge  was  this 
day  baptized  by  the  name  of  Au¬ 
gusta  Caroline  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Maria  Sophia  Louisa. 

20.  The  French  Press.— A 
prosecution  having  been  instituted 
against  M.  Lepage,  the  editor  of  a 
Parisian  publication,  called  the 
Courier  des  Spectacles,  for  insert¬ 
ing  in  his  work,  which,  though 
periodical,  was  not  a  newspaper, 
articles  relative  to  politics,  it  came 
on  to  trial.  The  charge  was,  that 
he  had  published  disguised  politics, 
and  direct  politics. 

Among  the  articles  of  the  former 
kind,  stated  in  the  act  of  accusa¬ 
tion,  the  two  following  were  the 
most  remarkable.  The  prosecution 
of  such  trifles  indicates  great  alarm 
or  irritability  in  the  government - 

ec  The  Old  Clothes’  Shop .  - — * 
An  officer  covered  with  honourable 
scars,  is  in  the  deepest  distress.  He 
looks  to  his  clothes  for  a  last  ser¬ 
vice.  Their  condition  announces 
under  what  glorious  circumstances 
they  covered  their  unfortunate 
owner ;  but  that  is  no  recom¬ 
mendation  to  an  old-clothes-man. 
As  to  his  sword,  the  veteran  war¬ 
rior  transmits  it,  bequeaths  it,  but 
will  not  sell  it.  The  blade  is 
bright,  though  stained  with  the 
blood  of  the  enemy.  This  veteran 
is  in  poverty,  but  perhaps  if  his 
sword  had  been  dipped  in  French 
blood  *  *  * 

i£  The  canvassed,  JBoot-maJcer - 
A  bootmaker,  who  wished  to  be 
an  elector,  but  who  was  not  rated 
high  enough,  caused  an  additional 
window  to  be  made  in  his  apart- 
ments.  As  soon  as  he  was  quali¬ 
fied,  his  vote  was  solicited  on  the 
one  hand  by  the  constitutional 
candidate — on  the  other  by  the 
opposite  candidate ;  and  he  found 
himself  in  danger  of  losing  the 


business  of  all  the  persons  of  the 
arty  with  which  he  did  not  vote, 
n  this  difficulty  he  consulted  his 
wife,  who  is  a  shrewd  Normand. 
She  reckoned  up  their  customers 
on  both  sides,  and  found  that 
they  had  150  constitutional  ones, 
and  only  20  of  the  ultra  party. 
She  farther  remarked  that  the 
constitutionalists  being  young,  in 
the  full  possession  of  their  fa¬ 
culties,  active,  industrious,  and 
addicted  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts,  wore  by  far  the  most  boots, 
even  with  a  single  leg,  when  they 
have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
the  other,  which  has  occurred  to  a 
considerable  number  of  them, 
while  their  adversaries  have  al¬ 
most  all  arrived  at  the  age  of  de¬ 
crepitude.  Hence  she  concluded 
that  her  husband  must  vote  with 
the  Liberals.” 

The  counsel  for  M.  Lepage  as¬ 
serted,  that  these  articles  contain¬ 
ed  merely  reflections,  and  were  to 
be  considered  as  purely  literary. 
It  would  not  be  contended  that 
Juvenal  and  Boileau,  in  satirizing 
manners,  had  written  political 
articles. 

The  articles  which  came  under 
the  charge  of  direct  politics  were 
entitled  Horace  Vernet,  and  He  la 
Peine  de  Mort  en  matiere  criminel. 

The  counsel  argued  that  the 
first  related  entirely  to  the  fine 
arts.  Its  object  was,  to  complain 
that  the  exposition  of  pictures 
had  been  made  a  question  of  poli¬ 
tics.  As  to  the  other  article,  it 
was  purely  philosophical,  and  in 
that  view  it  had  been  inserted  in 
the  journal  as  the  criticism  of  a 
work  discussing  the  question  which 
the  title  of  the  article  involved. 

The  following  article  was  also 
charged  as  containing  direct  poli¬ 
tics. 

<(  More  Follies •  Poets  make 
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verses,  compose  tragedies  and 
comedies,  which  the  public  ap¬ 
plaud  with  transport.  Writers  be 
eloquent,  honour  your  country  by 
glorious  works,  and  present  your¬ 
selves  to  the  academy  with  your 
literary  titles.  An  Abbe  who  has 
written  nothing — a  preacher  who 
has  diluted  the  sermons  of  Masillon 
and  Bourdaloue — a  savant,  who 
has  composed  dissertations  on 
Etruscan  vases — another  savant, 
who  has  all  the  wit,  grace,  and 
sprightliness  of  Dacier,  have  ob¬ 
tained  the  vacant  places  in  the  In¬ 
stitute. 

“  Now  that  the  right  side  of 
the  academy  has  signalized  its  folly 
by  a  choice  equally  ridiculous,  we 
ask,  will  not  all  writers,  of  what¬ 
ever  opinions  they  be,  unite  in 
contempt  for  a  body  which  blasts 
the  honour  of  letters,  and  their 
noble  independence,  and  converts 
a  useful  and  generous  institution 
into  a  species  of  coterie,  where 
piety  is  a  more  powerful  title  of 
admission  than  the  finest  works  ? 

“  If  I  were  an  academician,  if  I 
had  been  the  colleague  of  Arnault, 
Etienne,  Garat,  &c.,  I  would  now 
give  in  my  resignation,  and  would 
go  and  place  myself  beside  my 
proscribed  brothers.  Such  a  place 
would  be  much  more  honourable 
than  a  seat  in  a  club,  of  which  M. 
Roger  is  director.  Oh !  what 
academicians  are  those  who,  among 
candidates  for  admission,  have 
chosen  MM.  Fraysinous  and  Da¬ 
cier.” 

M.  de  Bameville  contended, 
that,  while  it  was  allowable  to 
pass  a  joke  on  academicians,  this 
article  contained  a  libel  on  the 
academy. 

M.  Berville,  the  counsel  for  the 
defendant,  contended,  that  the  arti¬ 
cle  did  not  contain  any  thing  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  criminal  code.  The 


academy  had  received  lately  into 
its  number,  two  respectable  men, 
but  two  men  who  possessed  not 
the  essential  title  to  admission  into 
a  body  of  writers — namely,  that  of 
having  written.  This  author 
brings  the  judgment  of  the  aca¬ 
demy  into  the  court  of  assizes  of 
Parnassus,  and  obtains  a  decision 
against  it.  The  academy  had  al¬ 
ways  been  subject  to  attacks,  and 
never  had  prosecuted. 

Lepage  was  convicted. 

French  Prosecution.  —  A 
young  man  employed  by  one  of 
the  first  commercial  houses  at 
Nantes,  has  been  condemned  to  a 
fine  of  200  francs  and  one  month’s 
imprisonment,  for  having  written 
on  the  sand  of  a  public  promenade 
the  word  Espionides,  which  was 
alleged  to  be  insulting  to  general 
Despinois,  being  an  anagram  of 
his  name.  Despinois  is  an  officer 
who  figures  in  the  affair  of  Ro¬ 
chelle,  and  is  accused  by  some  of  the 
prisoners  of  having  induced  them 
to  declare  themselves  Carbonari, 
by  saying  that  he  was  a  member 
of  that  secret  society  himself.  The 
public  prosecutor  laid  the  penalties 
at  a  fine  of  1,500  francs  and  three 
months  imprisonment. 

New  Species  of  Robbery — 
On  Monday  night,  about  9  o’clock, 
15  or  20  ruffians  collected  in 
Stephen’s-green,  at  the  corner  of 
Harcourt-street,  Dublin,  all  bare¬ 
headed.  They  had  previously  de¬ 
posited  their  hats  in  a  place  of 
safety,  and  were  assisted  in  the 
execution  of  their  plan  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  women.  They  assailed 
every  person  who  passed,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  have  lost  their  hats,  and 
desiring  to  see  the  hat  worn  by 
those  who  alighted  from  the  cars 
which  came  from  the  fair.  As 
soon  as  the  unsuspecting  passenger 
gave  his  hat  for  inspection,  one  of 
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the  females  snatched  it  from  the 
bareheaded  robber,  who  pretended 
to  have  no  knowledge  of  her  ;  the 
female  fled,  while  one  of  the  rob¬ 
bers  called  out  “  stop  thief!5'  but 
with  what  success  may  be  imagin¬ 
ed.  In  this  way  about  20  hats 
were  taken  from  different  persons. 

Unsuspected  Loyalty. — We 
copy  from  a  late  Moniteur  the  fol¬ 
lowing  odd  testimony  to  the  po¬ 
pularity  of  the  reigning  family, 
brought  from  a  house  of  correc¬ 
tion  : — ' 

“  The  prefect  of  police  went 
yesterday  to  visit  the  prison  of 
Bieetre.  He  traversed  the  differ¬ 
ent  rooms  where  the  prisoners  are 
kept  to  hard  labour,  and  was  every¬ 
where  greeted  with  cries  of  “  Vive 
le  Roi,55  and  c<  Vive  le  Prefect.” 
Several  of  the  prisoners  offered 
him  some  of  their  works — all 
loaded  him  with  benedictions,  and 
assured  him  of  their  repentance,  as 
likewise  of  their  devotion  to  the 
king  and  the  royal  family.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  feast  of  St. 
Louis  is  a  season  of  clemency,  and 
it  is  believed  that  a  certain  number 
of  the  convicts  will  have  their  pu¬ 
nishments  commuted.” 

25.  The  ceremony  of  placing  a 
beautiful  bronze  equestrian  statue, 
of  Louis  XIV,  in  the  Place  de 
Notre  Dame  des  Victoires  was 
this  day  performed.  All  the 
nobles  of  the  court  attended  in 
their  respective  ranks  and  cos¬ 
tumes,  with  orders  of  all  the  co¬ 
lours  of  the  rainbow.  A  scaffold¬ 
ing  was  raised  for  the  royal  and 
noble  party,  and  every  surround¬ 
ing  window  was  filled  with  well- 
dressed  company,  male  and  female, 
and  both  British  and  French.  The 
cry  of  “  Vive  le  Roi55  resounded  in 
every  part.  An  old  soldier,  aged 
1 1 5,  assisted  at  this  inauguration ; 
he  was  contemporary  with  the  grand 


monarque ,  that  is,  he  had  been 
raised  on  his  mother’s  shoulders  to 
see  his  then  majesty  pass,  being 
only  five  years  of  age  at  the  king's 
death.  This  man,  whose  name  is 
Huet,  served  six  years  in  the  ca¬ 
valry,  and  several  years  as  a  ma¬ 
rine  under  Louis  XVI.  His  beard 
was  very  long,  and  white  as 
snow ;  his  faculties  are  perfect,  and 
he  has  no  bodily  infirmity  of  age : 
he  had,  out  of  respect,  a  chair  placed 
for  him  during  the  ceremony.  The 
king  commanded  the  ordre  des 
braves  (the  legion  d'honneur)  to 
be  given  to  this  veteran. 

26.  Lancaster  Assizes— Ma¬ 
liciously  cutting.  —  Martha 
Milns,  aged  31,  was  charged  with 
maliciously  cutting  and  maiming 
her  husband  George  Milns,  with 
intent  to  murder  or  to  disfigure 
and  disable  him,  at  Oldham. 

George  Milns — I  have  been 
married  to  the  prisoner  15  years, 
and  have  had  eight  children.  There 
had  been  no  quarrel  between  us 
for  several  days  before.  She 
thought  that  I  had  been  with  ano¬ 
ther  woman,  nine  or  ten  days  be¬ 
fore.  I  came  home  on  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  14th  of  June.  I  want¬ 
ed  supper.  She  said  there  was  no 
water.  I  went  for  water  to  make 
tea.  She  made  none,  so  I  went  to 
bed.  The  bed  had  not  been  made, 
and  I  made  it  myself.  She  was 
not  in  liquor.  She  had  had  a  glass 
of  rum  and  water.  I  awoke  about 
three  o'clock  with  a  violent  pain 
which  struck  to  my  heart.  She 
stood  at  the  bed  with  a  razor  in 
her  hand.  I  said,  “  O  dear,  what 
hast  thou  been  doing  now  ?  Thou 
hast  killed  me,  thou  hast  killed  me.” 
She  said  she  had  not  done  it.  I 
turned  the  clothes  down,  and  found 
that  a  part  was  cut  off.  Much 
blood  issued  from  the  wound.  I 
did  not  observe  whether  there  was 
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any  blood  on  the  razor.  She  had 
gone  down  stairs.  I  could  not 
wake  my  eldest  son.  I  went  down 
and  found  the  door  open.  I  went 
to  the  surgeon  in  my  shirt.  I  saw 
my  wife  in  the  street,  with  the 
youngest  child  in  her  arms.  I 
went  home  then  to  bed.  The 
surgeon,  Mr.  Bellott,  came  at  half¬ 
past  four.  I  was  taken  to  the  in¬ 
firmary  at  Manchester. 

By  the  Court. — I  thought  she 
was  not  in  her  right  mind.  I  be¬ 
lieve  she  was  not.  I  thought  she 
was  often  not  in  her  right  mind, 
since  her  last  child. 

Robert  Chadwick. — I  went  to 
the  house  about  half-past  five ;  met 
the  prisoner,  having  the  youngest 
child  in  her  arms.  I  took  her  into 
custody.  I  asked  what  she  had 
done ;  she  said,  she  had  done  no¬ 
thing,  that  he  came  home  in 
that  state.  I  told  her  not  to 
deny  doing  it,  for  there  would 
have  been  blood  upon  him  when 
he  came  home,  if  it  had  been  done 
then.  She  said  “  I  have  done  it,  I 
have  done  it.”  She  pointed  out  the 
garden,  into  which  she  had  thrown 
what  she  had  cut  off. 

By  the  Court.— She  discoursed 
as  in  her  senses. 

Mr.  Bellott,  the  surgeon,  said 
the  wound  was  a  dangerous  wound. 
She  repeatedly  said,  “  It  was  not 
me.  He  came  home  in  that  state.” 
She  cried. 

Her  declaration  before  the  ma¬ 
gistrate  was  proved,  and  read.  It 
charged  acts  of  the  most  barbarous 
cruelty  on  the  part  of  the  hus¬ 
band. 

Her  husband  was  recalled,  and 
denied  the  facts  stated. 

The  prisoner  said,  she  had  never 
been  well  since  her  last  child,  and 
did  not  know  what  she  had  done. 
She  hoped  they  would  forgive  her 
this  time,  for  the  sake  of  her  dear 


little  infant.  She  wept  most  bit¬ 
terly,  and  while  his  lordship  was 
summing  up,  she  dropped  off  the 
place  where  she  stood,  apparently 
in  a  swoon. 

Verdict  Guilty— but  insane. 

Haymarket  Theatre.  —  A 
new  musical  farce,  entitled  Family 
Jars ,  was  produced  at  this  theatre, 
and  met  with  applause.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  outline  of  the  story : — 
A  master  china-man  (Mr.  Terry,) 
and  his  servant  (Mr.  Liston)  have 
each  an  only  son,  Messrs.  Leoni 
Lee  and  Oxberry.  These  fathers 
have  wives  in  prospect  for  their 
heirs,  but  the  heirs  happen  be¬ 
forehand  to  have  taken  wives  for 
themselves.  Discovery  being  in¬ 
evitable,  each  scape-grace  entreats 
the  father  of  his  companion  to 
mediate  with  his  own  particular 
parent ;  and  when  the  seniors  are 
duly  instructed,  each  by  the  other, 
in  what  has  happened,  the  juniors 
leave  to  their  ladies  the  first  brunt 
of  the  battle.  Out  of  this  state  of 
things  an  equivoque  arises.  Terry 
meets  with  Oxberry’s  wife,  a 
vulgar  Irish  woman,  takes  her  for 
his  own  daughter,  and  is  confound¬ 
ed  at  the  strange  taste,  still  more 
than  at  the  disobedience  of  his  son ; 
Mr.  Liston  finds,  in  Mrs.  Garrick, 
the  accomplished  daughter  of  a 
naval  officer,  and  is  charmed  that 
his  booby  should  have  made  so 
fortunate  an  election.  The  lovers 
are  pardoned,  and  the  curtain 
falls.  The  dialogue,  in  the  first 
act  was  flat ;  and  vulgar  in  the  se¬ 
cond. 

Earthquake.  — -  Aleppo  has 
been  visited  by  an  earthquake,  re¬ 
sembling  those  which  laid  waste 
Lisbon  and  Calabria  in  the  last 
century.  The  first  and  most  se¬ 
vere  shock  occurred  on  the  13th  of 
August,  about  ten  in  the  evening, 
and  instantly  buried  thousands  of 
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the  inhabitants  under  the  ruins  of 
their  mansions.  Several  other 
shocks  succeeded,  and  even  on  the 
l6'th  shocks  were  still  experienced; 
some  of  which  were  severe.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  houses  of  this  popu¬ 
lous  city*  were  reduced  to  ruins; 
and;  along  with  them;  an  immense 
quantity  of  valuable  goods  of  all 
kinds  from  Persia  and  India  were 
destroyed. 

According  to  the  first  accounts; 
which  through  alarm  may  have 
been  exaggerated;  the  number  of 
the  sufferers  amounted  to  from  25 
to  30,000.  Among  them  was  the 
imperial  consul-general;  the  cheva¬ 
lier  Esdras  Von  Piecotto.  Having 
escaped  the  danger  of  being  buried 
under  the  ruins  of  his  own  house, 
he  hastened  with  some  of  his  fa¬ 
mily  towards  the  gate  of  the  city  ; 
but  as  he  was  passing  a  khan,  a 
new  shock  occurred,  and  a  wall 
fell  down,  which  buried  him  and 
those  with  him.  Tartars,  who 
have  arrived  from  Damascus,  re¬ 
port,  that  they  saw  the  whole  po¬ 
pulation  of  Aleppo  encamped  in 
the  environs,  and  that  several  other 
towns  in  the  Pachalic  of  Aleppo 
and  Tripoli,  particularly  Antioch 
and  Laodicea,  have  been  destroyed 
by  this  earthquake.  The  captain  of 
a  French  ship  also  has  reported, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  earthquake 
two  rocks  had  arisen  from  the 
sea  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cyprus, 
which  is  almost  under  the  same 
latitude  as  Aleppo. 

As  soon  as  the  Arabs  and  the 
Bedouins  of  the  Syrian  desert,  ob¬ 
tained  information  of  the  calamity 
which  had  befallen  Aleppo,  they 
hastened  in  hordes  to  exercise 


*  The  number  of  houses  of  this 
city  is  stated  at  40,000,  and  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  200,000. 


their  trade  of  plunder  in  that  im¬ 
mense  grave.  Behrem  Pacha, 
however,  drove  them  back,  and 
also  executed  several  Janissaries, 
who  had  committed  depredations 
among  the  dead  bodies  and  ruins. 

The  great  number  of  unburied 
bodies  in  the  hot  period  of  the 
year,  produced  pestilential  effluvia, 
which  obliged  the  unfortunate  in¬ 
habitants  to  seek  for  refuge  in  some 
remote  district. 

28.  Lancaster  Assizes — Bur¬ 
glary. — Richard  Heys,  aged  45, 
was  charged  with  having  burgla¬ 
riously  broken  into  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Thomas  Fishwick,  at 
Heapy,  and  taken  three  gowns,  a 
pelisse,  a  cloak,  &c. 

Thomas  Fishwick  recollected 
going  to  bed  on  the  13th  of  May. 
He  was  awoke  by  the  crying  of 
one  of  his  children.  On  getting 
up,  he  found  the  door  and  \%indow 
open,  and  missed  the  articles  set 
forth.  It  was  about  two  in  the 
morning. 

Lettice  Smith,  an  accomplice, 
gave  her  evidence  from  the  dock. 
I  met  the  prisoner  on  the  day  of 
Blackburn  fair.  He  said  he  had  a 
job  for  me.  We  went  to  Fish- 
wick’s  house  about  11  at  night. 
We  hid  ourselves  in  the  garden 
until  the  people  were  in  bed.  He 
then  broke  open  the  window,  and 
helped  me  into  the  house.  He  di¬ 
rected  me  to  open  the  door  for  him, 
which  I  did.  He  took  a  flour  cake 
from  the  shelf  and  ate  it.  I  sat 
by  the  fire  and  fell  asleep.  He  got 
some  matches,  and  lighted  a  candle. 
He  called  me,  and  asked  where 
the  money  was.  I  said,  I  believed 
in  the  drawers.  When  he  awoke 
me,  he  said,  Lettice,  thou  must 
be  off  as  hard  as  thou  canst, — they 
are  coming — the  child  is  crying.” 
He  directed  me  to  pawn  the  goods. 
I  pawned  them  in  another  name, 


153 


August.]  CHRONICLE. 


and  gave  him  the  money.  He  cut 
his  hand  in  breaking  the  window. 

I  saw  it  bleed. 

By  Mr.  Coltman. — I  was  not 
taken  up,  until  I  told  of  myself.  I 
had  lived  servant  in  Fish  wick’s 
house.  We  were  brought  up  to¬ 
gether.  I  was  never  concerned  in 
such  a  job  before.  The  prisoner 
wished  me  to  do  it  several  times, 
but  I  always  refused.  I  lived  with 
the  prisoner  since  I  left  Fish  wick’s. 
The  prisoner  is  a  married  man. 
He  kept  me  in  a  wood  tied  to  a 
tree  for  near  a  month,  because  I 
said  I  would  threap  (blab).  I  had 
been  entangled  with  the  prisoner 
ever  since  I  was  a  child. 

Mr.  Baron  Wood. — Tied  to  a 
tree  for  a  month  !  some  one  must 
explain  this.  I  do  not  understand 
it.  How  old  is  the  witness  ? 

Witness. — I  am  18  years  old. 

Re-examined.  —  The  wood  is 
near  Chorlev.  There  is  a  cave  in 
it.  The  prisoner  made  it.  I 
could  sit  and  lie  in  it,  but  I  could 
not  stand  up.  I  was  there  a  month 
at  least. 

Mr.  Baron  Wood. — What,  night 
and  day  !  Had  she  nothing  to  eat 
and  drink  ?  ' 

I  had  nothing  but  what  he 
chose  to  fetch  me,  and  I  was 
nearly  clemmed  to  death.  He 
sometimes  brought  me  hard  cake, 
and  sometimes  a  bit  of  cold  meat 
with  it.  The  cave  was  covered 
with  clods,  but  I  never  saw  the 
outside  of  it,  for  I  was  in  such  a 
hurry  when  I  got  out,  that  I 
ran  away  as  fast  as  I  could.  The 
cave  was  built  round  a  tree.  I  had 
a  rope  round  my  middle,  and  it 
was  fastened  round  the  tree.  I 
got  away  on  a  night  when  he 
was  with  me,  but  was  asleep ; 
when  he  was  with  me,  I  was 
not  tied.  Fie  said  he  kept  me 
there,  for  fear  I  should  tell.  FIc 


threatened  to  kill  me.  He  took 
me  there  by  force.  He  enticed 
me  away  and  took  hold  of  me.  I 
mean,  he  kept  telling  me  fine  sto¬ 
ries.  He  pretended  we  were  going 
to  some  other  place.  I  went  to 
my  mother’s  as  soon  as  I  got 
away. 

Thomas  Fish  wick  recalled. — I 
went  to  the  wood.  The  cave  was 
nearly  demolished,  but  I  saw  some 
straw.  The  place  was  much  pud¬ 
dled  about.  There  were  places, 
where  posts  seemed  to  have  been 
put  down.  I  went,  in  consequence 
of  what  Lettice  Smith  told  me. 
The  prisoner’s  house  is  close  by 
the  wood,  about  200  yards  from  it. 
The  prisoner  has  a  wife  and  four 
children.  His  house  is  joined 
to  another.  There  is  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  other  houses.  A 
small  farmer,  Marsden,  is  the  next 
neighbour. 

Robert  Arkwright  proved  the 
pawning. 

Lettice  Smith  further  examined, 
chiefly  by  his  lordship. — I  did  not 
cry  out  when  in  the  wood,  because 
no  one  could  hear  me,  however 
big  the  noise  I  made.  When  the 
prisoner  left  me,  he  put  an  old 
door  to  the  cave,  and  fastened  it 
up  with  sods  and  stones,  and  I  was 
tied  and  could  not  get  to  it.  It 
was  a  thick  wood,  with  all  sorts  of 
small  wood.  There  were  trees  be¬ 
tween  the  cave  and  the  prisoner’s 
house.  There  was  a  road  within 
a  field’s  breadth  of  me,  but  there 
were  trees  and  brushwood  between. 
If  I  shouted  ever  so,  I  could  not 
be  heard.  The  cave  was  in  a  bot¬ 
tom  or  hollow,  and  had  trees  and 
underwood  all  round  it. 

Betty  Barker,  mother  of  Lettice 
Smith.  The  prisoner  called  on  my 
daughter  on  Blackburn  fair-day, 
and  she  went  away  with  him.  She 
was  away  more  than  a  month.  When 
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she  came  home.,  she  was  in  a  weary- 
way  ;  her  clothes  were  torn ;  she 
was  drowsy,  and  very  nasty,  and 
full  of  sores.  I  patched  up  her 
clothes  many  a  time  for  her.  Any 
one  who  saw  her  would  have  pitied 
her.  I  cried  many  a  time  over  her. 
She  was  almost  starved. 

By  Mr.  Coltman. — She  was  in 
the  habit  of  going  away  and  stop¬ 
ping  for  a  week  or  so ;  when 
she  came  back,  I  used  to  mend 
her  clothes ;  and  then  she  would 
go  off  again. 

Re-examined. — Before  she  was 
taken  up  ,  she  was  seven  weeks 
away. 

By  his  Lordship.— I  could  never 
tell  where  she  went  to.  She  was 
brought  up  at  Fish  wick’s.  She  is 
in  her  right  mind. 

The  prisoner  said,  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  robbery.— 
Guilty. 

The  extraordinary  confinement 
of  Lettice  Smith  in  a  cave  in  the 
wood,  seemed  to  come  with  the 
utmost  surprise  upon  the  counsel 
on  both  sides,  as  well  as  upon  the 
Court.  The  girl  was  good-look¬ 
ing,  and  apparently  sensible  and 
intelligent. 

His  Majesty’s  Visit  to  Scot¬ 
land. 

Saturday,  the  10th  of  August, 
being  the  day  appointed  for  the 
embarkation  of  his  Majesty  from 
Greenwich  on  his  northern  tour, 
that  i  place  presented  a  scene  of 
animated  bustle  and  activity,  such 
as  it  has  not  often  witnessed. 
At  an  early  hour  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  road  leading  to 
Greenwich  from  London  was 
thronged  with  eager  passengers 
of  every  rank  and  condition  in 
life,  hastening  towards  the  busy 
scene  of  expected  gaiety  and  pomp, 
and  multitudes  of  well-dressed  pe¬ 


destrians  of  both  sexes  lining  the 
road-side.  The  lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  were  in  attendance  at  an 
early  hour.  The  pensioners  lined 
the  principal  avenue  within  the 
gates,  through  which  his  Majesty 
was  to  pass.  The  school  of  the 
establishment,  consisting  of  up¬ 
wards  of  1,000  children,  formed 
another  line  within  the  gates. 
At  five  minutes  past  three  a  ge¬ 
neral  “  huzza  !”  announced  the 
approach  of  his  Majesty,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  King  arrived  at  the 
Royal  Hospital,  in  a  plain  green 
carriage  and  four,  escorted  only 
by  a  party  of  the  15th  hussars. 
His  arrival  was  first  known  to 
the  multitude  on  the  Thames 
by  the  presence  of  a  hussar,  who 
galloped  down  to  the  stairs  in  front 
of  the  Royal  Hospital,  and  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards,  the  flag,  which 
had  been  flying  all  day  on  the  roof 
of  this  noble  edifice,  was  lowered, 
and  the  royal  standard  hoisted  in 
its  stead.  The  hoisting  of  the 
royal  standard  was  greeted  from 
the  river  and  from  the  shore  with 
astounding  huzzas.  In  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  his  Majesty  (having  rested 
for  a  very  short  time  in  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  house)  appeared  at  the  stairs 
at  which  he  was  to  embark.  He 
was  attended  by  two  or  three 
noblemen,  and  was  dressed  in  a 
plain  blue  surtout  and  foraging 
cap.  He  descended  to  the  barge, 
which  was  in  waiting,  with  the 
national  standard  flying,  and  in  a 
very  few  minutes  was  alongside 
the  Royal  George,  and  ascended 
the  ladder  at  the  gangway  amid 
the  cheers  of  the  surrounding  mul¬ 
titude. 

When  the  King  and  his  retinue 
were  safely  on  board  the  Royal 
George,  the  state-barge  of  the 
lord  mayor  of  London  was  un¬ 
moored,  and  rowed  to  the  Royal 
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Sovereign  steam-yacht,  which  ves¬ 
sel  took  her  in  tow,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  centre  of  the  river. 
Off  the  East  India  docks  a  fine 
breeze  sprung  up,  the  sails  of  the 
Royal  George  were  unfurled  to 
the  wind,  and  she  stood  before  it 
in  gallant  style.  At  Woolwich, 
the  regiment  quartered  there  (the 
buffs)  were  drawn  up  in  front  of 
the. King’s  Yard  and  Royal  Arsenal, 
and  as  the  flotilla  passed,  the  band 
played — “  God  Save  the  King,” 
and  the  corps  presented  arms.  Some 
artillery  at  the  same  time  fired  a 
royal  salute  from  both  shores.  At 
twenty  minutes  after  seven,  the 
f  Sovereign”  steam  vessel,  towing 
the  lord  mayor’s  barge  passed  Til¬ 
bury  Fort,  keeping  the  centre  of  the 
river,  and  the  band  on  board  play¬ 
ing  “  God  save  the  King.”  At 
this  moment  the  band  of  the  ma¬ 
rines  on  shore,  joined  in  the  fa¬ 
vourite  anthem,  and  the  persons 
on  the  shore  commenced  a  loud 
and  enthusiastic  cheer.  It  was 
nine  o’clock  before  the  multitude 
at  Southend j.were  fully  gratified: 
at  that  hour,  the  lord-mavor’s 
barge,  closely  followed  by  the 
royal  yacht,  was  faintly  seen  from 
the  shore ;  and  the  report  of  a 
salute  fired  from  the  garrison  at 
Sheemess,  announced  his  Majesty’s 
arrival  at  the  Nore.  At  this  point 
the  lord  mayor  took  his  leave  of 
the  Royal  George.  A  fresh  breeze 
followed  the  calm  which  had  pre¬ 
viously  prevailed,  and  his  Majesty 
proceeded  into  the  Channel,  with 
the  good  wishes  of  his  faithful 
subjects.  At  half-past  four,  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  royal  squad¬ 
ron,  which  had  laid  to  for  the 
night,  weighed  anchor,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  sea,  amidst  the  firing  of 
guns  from  the  men  of  war  station¬ 
ed  at  the  Little  Nore,  and  from 
the  batteries  at  Sheerness. 


On  Sunday  morning,  at  ten 
o’clock,  the  royal  squadron  was 
becalmed  off  Harwich,  and,  on  the 
same  evening,  it  passed  Yarmouth. 
The  Royal  yacht,  which  was 
towed  by  two  steam-vessels,  at 
the  rate  of  ten  knots  an  hour, 
did  not  approach  the  shore  nearer 
than  six  miles,  and  the  velocity 
of  the  steam  vessels  enabled  her 
to  outrun  all  the  attendant  squa¬ 
dron,  who  were  many  miles 
astern. 

During  his  Majesty’s  voyage,  all 
along  the  coast,  the  most  enthu¬ 
siastic  affection  was  displayed  among 
all  ranks  of  people.  Whenever 
the  squadron  approached  near 
enough  to  any  town  or  village, 
every  boat  put  off  with  well-dress¬ 
ed  visitors  to  salute  his  Majesty ; 
in  many  instances  the  Royal 
George  was  completely  surrounded 
and  beset  by  boat-loads  of  people, 
eager  to  show  their  attachment. 
The  King,  in  his  usual  kind  man¬ 
ner,  returned  by  bows  and  smiles 
the  joyous  greetings  of  his  visitors. 
At  Scarborough,  the  mayor  in  his 
robes,  with  the  corporation  put  off 
in  a  boat,  with  an  address  to  his 
Majesty,  but  as  the  Royal  George 
was  going  along  with  great  velo¬ 
city,  the  address  was  obliged  to  be 
handed  up  alongside,  attached  to 
the  end  of  a  long  stick.  The  cir¬ 
cumstance  caused  some  little  mer¬ 
riment  among  the  sailors. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the 
royal  squadron  cast  anchor  off 
Leith,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  shore,  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon.  At  the  time  the 
royal  yacht  was  discerned  bearing 
up  the  Frith  of  Forth,  it  was 
raining  heavily,  and  had  done  so 
for  some  hours  previously.  An 
immense  multitude  was,  neverthe¬ 
less,  collected,  who  bore  the  in¬ 
convenience  cheerfully,  in  expec- 
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tation  of  being  gratified  by  a  view 
of  the  King’s  landing,  and  of  being 
the  first  to  welcome  him  to  his  nor¬ 
thern  dominions.  An  official  com¬ 
munication,  was,  however,  made  to 
the  magistrates  of  Leith,  who  were 
assembled  at  the  platform  and  at 
the  Exchange,  in  readiness  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  Majesty,  that  the  landing 
would  not  take  place  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  All  the  vessels  in 
the  roads  fired  salutes  as  the  king 
entered  them,  and  his  Majesty, 
who  appeared  on  deck  in  a  naval 
uniform,  acknowledged  in  the 
usual  manner  the  cheers  which 
hailed  his  arrival. 

The  Scotch  regalia  had  been  re¬ 
moved  on  Monday  from  Edinburgh 
Castle  to  Holyrood-house,  by  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  and  the  knight 
marshal  of  Scotland,  under  an  es¬ 
cort  of  yeomanry  and  Highlanders. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  of  Leith  muster¬ 
ed  in  the  High- School  yard,  cloth¬ 
ed  in  their  best  attire,  and  each 
with  a  St.  Andrew’s  cross,  and 
white  rod.  Here  being  formed 
according  to  their  respective  in¬ 
corporations  and  societies,  they 
soon  after  proceeded  to  take  the 
stations  assigned  to  them  in  the 
line  of  streets,  through  which  his 
majesty  was  expected  to  pass. 
While  these  preparations  were  car¬ 
rying  on  in  Leith,  similar  arrange¬ 
ments  for  marshalling  the  citizens 
of  Edinburgh  were  taking  place  in 
that  metropolis.  At  ten  o’clock, 
large  bodies  assembled  in  Queen- 
street,  to  the  West  of  North  St. 
David’s-street.  At  the  same  time 
the  lord  provost  and  corporation 
assembled  in  their  full  robes,  with 
all  the  insignia  of  office,  and  mov¬ 
ed  forward  towards  the  barrier  in 
front  of  Union-street,  Leith  Walk, 
the  place  fixed  for  his  Majesty’s 
reception  upon  his  entering  the 
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city.  The  corporation  arrived  on 
this  spot  at  eleven  o’clock.  The 
streets  were  lined  with  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  the  yeomanry  of  the  gar¬ 
rison  ;  and  the  windows  and  tops 
of  the  houses  were  filled  with  spec¬ 
tators. 

The  particular  spot  prepared 
for  his  Majesty’s  landing  was  as 
near  as  possible  to  that  used  on  si¬ 
milar  occasions  by  former  monarchs. 
A  floating  platform  was  provided 
for  the  occasion,  and  ingeniously 
constructed,  so  as  to  enable  his 
Majesty,  to  land  either  at  low  or 
high  water — a  broad  flight  of  20 
steps,  covered  with  scarlet  cloth  on 
a  grey  ground,  was  attached  to 
this  floating  platform,  and  com¬ 
municated  with  the  quay  ;  another 
platform  was  erected  for  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  to  stand  upon  while  receiving 
the  homage  of  those  deputed  to 
tender  their  first  congratulations 
upon  his  touching  the  shores  of 
Scotland ;  and  this  platform  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  drawbridge,  where 
his  Majesty’s  carriage  was  in  wait¬ 
ing.  Upon  it  stood  in  readiness 
to  receive  his  Majesty,  William 
Childs,  esq.  admiral  of  the  town 
(a  local  civil  officer)  ;  John  Macfie, 
esq.  the  senior  magistrate  of  Leith ; 
James  Reach  and  Abram  Newton, 
esqrs.  the  other  resident  magis¬ 
trates,  in  their  corporate  gowns, 
with  their  several  assistants.  Re¬ 
sides  these  local  magistrates,  who 
were  ex-officio  the  principal  super- 
intendants,  there  were  also  on  the 
platform,  the  marquis  of  Lothian, 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county, 
in  full  military  uniform,  wearing 
the  star  and  ribband  of  the  order 
of  the  thistle;  the  earl  of  Fife 
wearing  a  scarlet  uniform,  with 
Portuguese  orders;  earl  Cathcart, 
who,  though  lord  vice-admiral, 
wore  a  military  uniform;  the 
marquis  of  Winchester,  dressed  in 
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the  Windsor  blue,  as  lord  cham¬ 
berlain;  lord  C.  Bentinck,  in  the 
same  uniform,  as  treasurer  of  the 
household ;  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Hope,  Lord  President  of  the 
court  of  session,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  the  Lord  Chief  Commis¬ 
sioner,  the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Lord 
Registrar,  all  in  full  uniform,  toge¬ 
ther  with  their  several  attendants. 

At  five  minutes  before  12,  a  gun 
was  fired  from  the  royal  yacht,  to 
announce  the  King’s  departure 
from  the  vessel ;  it  was  re-echoed 
by  the  batteries  of  the  fort,  the 
guns  at  all  the  stations  round  the 
city,  and  repeated  shouts  from  the 
multitude  on  the  pier.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  the  guard-boats 
from  the  several  ships  of  war  at¬ 
tached  to  the  royal  squadron  rowed 
into  the  river,  near  the  custom¬ 
house,  and  lay  on  their  oars  oppo¬ 
site  the  landing  platform.  The 
fourth  launch,  bearing  the  royal 
standard,  conveyed  his  Majesty, 
who  sat  between  the  marquis  of 
Conyngham  and  lord  Graves.  His 
Majesty  was  dressed  in  a  full  ad¬ 
miral's  uniform,  with  a  gold-laced 
hat,  in  which  he  wore  the  cross  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  a  large  thistle. 
He  took  off  his  hat,  and  bowed  re¬ 
peatedly  to  the  congratulations  of 
the  people  as  he  rowed  alongside 
the  quay.  The  royal  barge  was 
steered  by  commodore  sir  Charles 
Paget.  Upon  its  arrival  at  the 
foot  of  the  steps  of  the  platform, 
his  Majesty  was  assisted  from  the 
launch  by  the  marquis  of  Conyng¬ 
ham  and  lord  Charles  Bentinck. 
The  marquis  of  Winchester  fell 
upon  his  knees  to  receive  his  sove¬ 
reign.  The  King  accosted  affably 
the  marquis  of  Lothian  and  the 
other  Scottish  noblemen,  as  he 
ascended  the  steps  leading  to  the 
quay.  The  senior  magistrate,  Mr. 
Macfie,  advancing  to  his  Majesty 


with  the  usual  obeisance,  addressed 
him  as  follows : 

“  May  it  please  your  Majesty — • 
I  have  the  honour  to  congratulate 
your  Majesty  in  the  name  of  the 
magistrates  and  community  of  the 
town  of  Leith,  upon  your  auspi¬ 
cious  arrival  in  this  your  ancient 
kingdom  of  Scotland.”  The  King 
received  Mr.  Macfie  and  the  other 
magistrates  in  the  most  gracious 
manner.  His  Majesty  then  passed 
along  to  the  extremity  of  the  plat¬ 
form,  where  his  open  carriage, 
drawn  by  eight  bays,  and  in 
the  state  harness,  state  liveries, 
&c.  awaited  his  reception. 

After  the  king  had  taken  his 
seat,  the  duke  of  Dorset  and  the 
marquis  of  Winchester  occupied 
the  opposite  one.  His  Majesty 
continued  to  bow  to  the  multitude 
who  cheered  him.  As  he  entered 
his  carriage,  at  25  minutes  past  12 
o’clock,  the  cavalry,  infantry, 
archers,  and  Highlanders,  present¬ 
ed  in  their  respective  forms  of 
exercise  their  salute,  amid  the 
firing  of  the  artillery.  The  pro¬ 
cession  advanced  towards  Holyrood- 
house,  headed  by  a  division  of 
Scotch  greys,  and  the  yeomen  of 
the  guard,  in  their  tower  dress. 
His  Majesty’s  carriage  was  flanked 
by  the  royal  archers ;  one  flank  under 
the  command  of  the  earl  of  Elgin, 
ensign  general,  dragoon  guards ;  the 
other  under  that  of  general  A.  Duff, 
brigadier  general,  dragoon  guards. 

At  ten  minutes  past  one,  his 
Majesty’s  carriage  arrived  at  the 
city  boundary,  below  Picardy- 
place,  where  the  magistrates,  in 
their  robes,  were  waiting  to  receive 
their  sovereign.  A  herald  from 
sir  Patrick  Walker,  usher  of  the 
white  rod,  came  forward  and 
knocked  thrice  at  the  Barrier-gate; 
after  which  sir  Patrick  Walker  ad¬ 
vanced  and  required  the  gates  to 
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be  opened  in  the  king's  name. 
This  demand  was  immediately 
complied  with ;  when  sir  Patrick 
went  forward  to  the  Lord  Provost, 
and  claimed  admission  for  the  pro¬ 
cession  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty. 
These  ceremonies  being  finished, 
the  procession  entered  the  barrier, 
amid  the  loud  and  reiterated  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  multitude,  which 
his  Majesty  repeatedly  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  taking  off  his  hat  and 
bowing.  When  the  royal  carriage 
entered  the  barrier,  the  Lord  Pro¬ 
vost,  attended  by  the  magistrates, 
advanced,  presenting  the  keys  of 
the  city,  and  addressed  his  Majesty 
in  suitable  terms.  The  King  stood 
up  in  his  carriage  and  bowed  re¬ 
peatedly  to  the  lord  provost  during 
his  address.  The  procession  then 
moved  onwards  to  the  palace  of 
Holyrood.  After  his  Majesty 
arrived  at  the  palace,  the  lord  pro¬ 
vost  and  council  were  introduced, 
along  with  the  other  officers  of 
state,  when  his  Majesty  received 
the  city’s  address,  to  which  he  was 
pleased  to  return  a  gracious  answer. 

His  Majesty  left  the  palace  for 
Dalkeith  a  little  after  three  o’clock. 
He  returned  to  Edinburgh  from 
Dalkeith  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th,  in  his  travelling  chariot 
and  four  horses,  accompanied  by 
the  marquis  of  Conyngham  and  the 
earl  of  Winchelsea,  and  alighted  at 
Llolyrood-house,  at  a  quarter  past 
ten  o’clock,  preparatory  to  the 
levee  which  was  that  day  held  at 
twelve  o’clock. 

At  the  levee,  his  Majesty  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  full  Highland  uniform, 
of  what  is  called  the  Stuart  tartan : 
he  wore  the  Highland  broad  sword, 
pistols,  and  philibeg,  and  had  quite 
a  martial  air.  Next  appeared,  in  a 
similar  garb,  sir  William  Curtis ; 
but  the  worthy  baronet’s  figure 
was  any  thing  but  that  of  the 


hardy  and  swarthy  Highlander: 
what  it  wanted,  however,  in  the 
air  of  the  soldier,  was  abundantly 
supplied  in  the  comfortable  and 
jolly  expression  of  the  citizen.  The 
worthy  baronet  laughed  heartily 
himself  at  the  merriment  his 
presence  excited  among  the  High¬ 
land  chieftains. 

On  the  20th,  the  King  held  a 
drawing-room  at  Holyrood-palace. 
The  court-yard  and  quadrangle 
displayed  the  usual  attendants  in 
their  state  liveries :  troops  of 
dragoons  kept  the  avenues  to  the 
palace  open  for  privileged  company. 
The  archers  remained  as  a  guard 
of  honour  in  the  corridors.  So 
early  as  eleven  o’clock,  the  com¬ 
pany  began  to  arrive.  The  dresses 
of  the  ladies  were  mostly  white 
satin,  tastefully  ornamented  with  a 
profusion  of  lama.  There  were 
about  3,000  persons  at  court.  The 
King  arrived  at  half-past  two 
o’clock  in  his  travelling-chariot, 
drawn  by  six  horses,  from  Dal¬ 
keith,  arrayed  in  a  full  field- 
marshal’s  uniform,  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  private  entrance  by 
all  the  officers  of  state.  Without 
stopping  in  any  of  the  anti-cham¬ 
bers,  he  proceeded  directly  to  the 
drawing-room,  which  was  in  the 
suite  of  apartments  formerly  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  French  royal  family, 
in  the  right  wing  of  the  quadrangle. 

On  Saturday  the  24th,  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  dined  in  the  parliament-house 
with  the  Lord  Provost  and  corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  city. 

At  a  quarter  past  six  o’clock,  all 
the  nobility,  and  as  large  a  portion 
of  the  gentry  as  could  be  accom¬ 
modated,  were  seated  in  the  ban- 
quetting  room.  At  half  past  six 
o’clock  a  herald  entered,  and  the 
cry  was  general  along  the  tables 
“  The  King  is  come.”  Soon  after 
his  Majesty  entered  in  a  full  field- 
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marshars  tiniform,  attended  by  all 
the  officers  of  the  royal  household. 
The  anthem  of  “  God  save  the 
King”  was  struck  up  as  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  entered  the  room,  and  when 
he  was  conducted  to  the  head 
table.  Principal  Baird,  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  said  grace. 

On  the  right  of  the  King  sat  the 
Lord  Provost,  on  his  left  the  earl 
of  Errol ;  the  rest  of  the  nobility 
belonging  to  the  royal  household 
occupied  the  principal  table,  in¬ 
cluding  the  principal  Scottish 
nobility.  At  the  opposite  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  room  was  Chantry’s 
statue  of  lord  Melville,  which 
had  a  ghastly  and  unusual  appear¬ 
ance,  unlike  the  bold  front  of 
the  original,  owing  to  the  con¬ 
fused  and  perplexing  rays  of  light 
which  fell  upon  it.  Three  tables 
were  placed  longitudinally  from 
the  royal  one,  and  to  the  central 
one.  Sir  Walter  Scott  acted  as 
croupier,  or  principal  steward. 

At  a  quarter  before  7  o’clock, 
the  company  commenced  dinner ; 
this  enjoyment  of  corporate  hospi¬ 
tality  lasted  until  near  8  o’clock. 

At  a  quarter  past  8  o’clock  a 
gentleman,  attended  by  two  pages, 
presented  on  his  knees  a  ewer  and 
napkin  to  his  Majesty,  in  virtue 
of  some  ancient  tenure. 

The  Lord  Provost  then  rose  to 
propose  the  health  of  his  Majesty, 
which  he  prefaced  in  these  words 
— “  I  have  the  honour  of  pro¬ 
posing  the  health  of  his  Majesty, 
who  has  this  day  done  us  the  high 
honour  of  his  presence,  and,  together 
with  his  most  gracious  visit  to  our 
country,  thereby  conferred  a  signal 
mark  of  distinction  on  his  good 
town  of  Edinburgh,  which  will 
never — I  venture  to  say  never — be 
obliterated  from  the  memory  of  the 
present  generation.” 


His  Majesty’s  health  was  then 
drank  with  the  warmest  greetings. 

The  King  rose  amid  this  ap¬ 
plause,  in  an  attitude  which  com¬ 
manded  immediate  silence.  “  I  am 
quite  unable,”  said  his  Majesty,  “to 
express  my  sense  of  the  gratitude 
which  I  owe  to  the  people  of  this 
country ;  but  I  beg  to  assure 
them,  that  I  shall  ever  remember 
as  one  of  the  proudest  moments  of 
my  life,  the  day  I  came  among 
them,  and  the  gratifying  reception 
which  they  gave  me.  I  return 
you,  my  Lord  Provost,  my  lords, 
and  gentlemen,  my  warmest  thanks 
for  your  attention  this  day ;  and  I 
can  assure  you  with  truth,  with 
earnestness,  and  sincerity,  that  I 
shall  never  forget  your  dutiful  at¬ 
tention  to  me  upon  my  visit  to 
Scotland,  and  particularly  the 
pleasure  I  have  derived  from  dining 
in  your  hall  this  day.” 

Loud  greetings  hailed  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  speech,  and  the  band  played 
up  “  God  save  the  King,”  which 
was  afterwards  sung  by  the  vocal 
gentlemen  present. 

After  his  Majesty  had  for  the 
moment  resumed  his  seat,  he 
again  rose,  and  proceeded  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

“  I  take  this  opportunity,  my 
lords  and  gentlemen,  of  proposing 
the  health  of  the  Lord  Provost,  sir 
William  Arbuthnot,  baronet,  and 
the  corporation  of  Edinburgh.” 
Upon  his  Majesty  naming  the  Lord 
Provost  by  the  title  of  baronet, 
that  officer  dropped  on  his  knees, 
and  kissed  the  king’s  hand,  which 
was  held  out  to  him  at  the  moment. 
This  gracious  manner  of  giving 
additional  rank  to  the  chief  officer 
of  the  corporation  was  also  loudly 
applauded  by  the  company,  and 
his  Majesty  repeatedly  bowed  in 
acknowledgment. 
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The  healths  of  the  dukes  of 
York  and  Clarence,  and  the  army 
and  navy,  followed. 

The  king  soon  after  rose  and 
said,  “  I  have  one  more  toast  to 
give,  in  which  I  trust  you  will 
join  me,  and  it  is — Health  to  the 
Chieftains  and  Clans,  and  God 
Almighty  bless  the  Land  of  Cakes. 
Drink  this  with  three  times  three, 
gentlemen.” 

His  majesty’s  command  was 
obeyed  with  enthusiasm ;  but  to 
the  regret  of  the  company,  the  King 
immediately  departed  at  10  mi¬ 
nutes  past  9  o’clock.  His  Majesty 
was  loudly  cheered  as  he  withdrew, 
attended  to  his  carriage  by  the 
lord  provost,  and  the  principal 
officers  of  state. 

The  King’s  Departure 
from  Scotland.— His  Majesty 
left  Dalkeith  a  little  after  eleven, 
on  Thursday  the  29th  of  August,  in 
a  plain  travelling  carriage,  attended 
by  his  retinue.  He  was  accompanied 
by  an  escort  of  the  Scotch  Greys; 
and  the  streets  of  Edinburgh, 
and  part  of  the  road  along  which 
he  had  to  pass,  were  guarded  by 
piquets  and  patroles  of  horsemen. 
When  he  came  to  Queens-ferry,  the 
whole  of  the  street  was  decorated 
with  green  boughs,  and  festoons  of 
branches  and  flowers  were  in  many 
places  hung  across  them.  At  this 
point  the  country  people  thronged 
to  see  him,  the  multitude  increasing 
as  he  approached  the  elegant  man¬ 
sion  of  Hopetoun.  He  arrived 
there  about  one;  and  left  Hope- 
toun-house  at  a  quarter  to  three; 
and  exactly  at  three  his  carriage 
stopped  at  Port  Edgar.  The  mo¬ 
ment  his  Majesty  left  the  shore,  a 
royal  salute  was  fired,  which  was 
answered  by  salvoes  of  artillery 
from  all  the  surrounding  hills,  the 
spectators  still  cheering  incessantly. 


Shortly  after  his  Majesty  went  on 
board,  the  royal  yacht  got  under 
weigh,  and  bore  down  for  Leith 
Roads,  towed  by  the  James  Watt 
steam-packet,  and  followed  by  the 
whole  squadron.  At  six,  a  salute 
was  given  from  all  the  batteries, 
announcing  that  the  royal  squadron 
was  fairly  at  sea,  and  the  royal 
standards,  which  had  been  hoisted 
On  the  several  hills  round  the  city, 
were  immediately  lowered.  The 
wind  was  as  favourable  as  could 
be  desired,  though  the  atmosphere 
was  darkened  by  a  thick  fog  and 
rain. 

The  royal  squadron  arrived  at 
Greenwich  on  the  1st  of  September, 
at  nearly  the  same  hour  it  had 
quitted  its  moorings  on  the  10th 
of  August.  Royal  salutes  were 
fired  from  all  the  batteries  and 
ships  of  war  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames  to  the  place  of  anchor¬ 
age.  The  shores  were  lined  with 
spectators  of  all  ranks,  contri¬ 
buting  their  affectionate  greet¬ 
ings.  Southend,  Gravesend,  Wool¬ 
wich,  and  all  the  intermediate 
points  whence  any  thing  like  a 
sight  of  the  passing  spectacle  could 
be  obtained,  presented  striking 
proofs  of  the  loyalty  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  lord  mayor,  in  the 
city  barge,  as  soon  as  the  royal 
squadron  came  in  view,  slipped 
moorings,  and  stood  out  to  meet 
it,  towed  by  the  Eagle  steam-boat, 
and  pursuing  a  course  in  the 
centre  of  the  stream,  preceded  the 
royal  George  till  her  arrival  off 
Greenwich.  The  hospital-yard 
was  occupied  by  parties  of  the 
corps  of  royal  marines,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Mears,  and 
some  detachments  of  the  artillery 
corps,  who  mounted  guard  on  the 
different  gates  and  avenues.  The 
veteran  pensioners  were  assembled 
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in  rank  and  file  order  in  front  of 
the  water,  commanded  by  lieu¬ 
tenant  Williamson.  The  orphans 
of  the  Naval  Asylum,  girls  and 
boys,  one  thousand  in  number, 
were  drawn  up  and  presented  a 
truly  interesting  spectacle.  His 
Majesty’s  travelling  carriage,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  troop  of  hussars,  was 
drawn  up  facing  the  water-gate. 

On  his  Majesty  leaving  the 
cabin  for  the  quarter-deck,  he  was 
greeted  with  enthusiastic  cheers 
from  all  sides,  both  on  land  and 
water.  Guns  were  also  fired,  and 
every  demonstration  of  joy  was 
exhibited.  His  Majesty  most  gra¬ 
ciously  acknowledged  them,  by 
frequently  approaching  to  the  side 
of  the  vessel  and  bowing.  At  a 
quarter  after  four,  he  quitted  the 
yacht,  entering  the  Admiralty  barge 
from  the  starboard  side,  and  pull¬ 
ing  round  the  head  of  the  yacht. 
The  barge  was  rowed  by  sixteen 
bargemen  in  suits  of  scarlet. 
Having  repeatedly  bowed  and 
taken  leave  of  all  present,  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  entered  his  carriage  and  de¬ 
parted  amidst  the  cheers  of  the 
veteran  warriors  of  the  place,  cor¬ 
dially  joined  by  all  around. 

The  royal  carriage  was  escorted 
by  a  troop  of  hussars,  preceded  and 
followed  by  outriders,  and  a  post- 
chaise  containing  some  of  his 
Majesty’s  domestics.  His  Majesty 
left  Greenwich  at  25  minutes  past 
four,  and  reached  Carlton-house, 
by  St.  James’s  Park,  through  the 
Horse  Guards,  at  ten  minutes 
after  five.  As  soon  as  the  king’s 
arrival  at  Carlton  Palace  was 
known,  the  bells  of  St.  James’s, 
St.  Martin’s,  and  several  other 
churches,  were  set  in  motion  to 
announce  the  tidings. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Military  Records. — Records 
of  the  Services  of  Regiments , 
directed  by  order  of  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief — His  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  command,  that 
with  a  view  of  preserving  a  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  particular  ser¬ 
vices  and  achievements  of  the 
British  army,  a  national  military 
record  of  all  the  battles  and  ac¬ 
tions  in  which  regiments  have 
been,  or  may  be  engaged,  shall  be 
prepared  by  the  inspector  of  regi¬ 
mental  colours,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  adjutant-general ; 
and  that  this  record  shall  contain 
the  following  particulars,  viz. : — 
1st.  An  account  of  all  the 
battles  or  actions,  in  which  the 
troops  have  been,  or  may  be, 
engaged  as  aforesaid. 

2nd.  Paintings  of  the  colours 
and  trophies  captured  in  the  several 
engagements. 

3rd.  The  names  of  the  officers 
killed  or  wounded  in  each  action. 

4th.  The  names  of  those  officers, 
who,  in  consideration  of  their 
gallant  services,  and  meritorious 
conduct  in  the  said  engagements, 
either  have  been  or  may  be  distin¬ 
guished  and  rewarded  with  titles, 
medals,  or  other  marks  of  his 
Majesty’s  gracious  favour ;  together 
with  the  names  of  all  such  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
as  may  have  especially  signalized 
themselves.  / 

5th.  A  list  of  the  corps  engaged 
in  each  action,  together  with 
paintings  of  such  badges  and  dis¬ 
tinctions  as  his  Majesty  may  have 
been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize 
to  be  borne  on  their  standards, 
colours,  and  appointments,  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  their  distinguished 
conduct  and  signal  intrepidity. 

An  Unnatural  Parent. — A 
M 
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few  days  ago,  tlie  wife  of  an  inn¬ 
keeper  at  Castor,  who  is  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  five  children,  sold  the 
youngest  of  them,  an  infant  about 
3  months  old,  for  a  damask  silk 
shawl,  of  the  value  of  20 «?.,  to  a 
licensed  hawker  of  drapery  goods, 
&c.,  accidentally  calling  for  re¬ 
freshment.  The  man  took  the 
child  away,  and  hastened  on  his 
journey,  apparently  well-pleased 
with  his  bargain.  A  few  hours 
afterwards,  the  occurrence  having 
become  generally  known  through¬ 
out  the  town,  the  neighbours  were 
not  sparing  in  reproaches  on  the 
conduct  of  the  unnatural  parent ; 
this  compelled  her  to  attempt  the 
recovery  of  the  infant.  Accordingly 
she  set  out  accompanied  by  two 
female  friends,  and  found  the  child 
at  Grassby,  a  village  about  three 
miles  on  the  Brigg  road,  where  the 
purchaser  had  left  it,  on  account 
of  its  becoming  excessively  trouble¬ 
some  for  the  want  of  its  accustom¬ 
ed  nourishment.- — Tyne  Mercury, 
Banditti  in  Abruzzo. — A 
dreadful  affair  lately  occurred  near 
Castel  di  Sangro,  in  the  Abruzzo.  A 
troop  of  famished  robbers  descended 
to  a  little  village,  and  demanded  from 
a  farmer,  the  only  man  of  property 
in  the  place,  a  supply  of  provisions 
and  a  certain  sum  of  money ;  the 
farmer  shut  himself  up  in  his 
house  and  refused  to  comply ;  the 
robbers,  not  thinking  fit  to  attack 
him,  retired,  vowing  they  would 
give  him  cause  to  repent  his  re¬ 
fusal.  The  next  morning  it  was 
found,  that  these  wretches  had 
gone  off  to  a  place  at  a  little  dis¬ 
tance,  where  the  farmer’s  large 
flocks  were  folded,  out  of  which, 
they  had  not  only  supplied  them¬ 
selves  with  what  they  wanted,  but 
killed  nearly  all  the  rest,  and  mas¬ 
sacred  ten  men  and  boys,  who  slept 
in  huts  to  guard  them. 


REGISTER.  [1S22. 

2.  Commencement  of  Preston 
Guild  Festival. — The  ceremony 
of  u  Preston  Guild”  commenced 
this  day.  At  an  early  hour  the 
Union  standard  was  displayed  on 
the  tower  of  the  parish  church, 
and  the  morning  was  ushered  in 
by  the  ringing  of  the  bells,  martial 
music,  and  the  noisey  clang  of 
hammers  employed  in  erecting 
various  buildings.  The  several 
trades  and  societies  were  ranged 
under  their  respective  banners,  and 
all  were  actively  engaged  in  set¬ 
ting  themselves  off  to  the  best  ad¬ 
vantage.  At  half-past  nine  o’clock 
the  mayor,  accompanied  by  the 
recorder,  Mr.  Justice  Park,  and 
the  reverend  vicar,  arrived  at  the 
town  Hall,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by 
four  horses,  escorted  by  a  large 
party  of  the  cotton-spinners.  His 
worship  received  the  deputations 
from  the  trades,  and  the  arrange¬ 
ments  being  completed,  at  seven 
minutes  past  eleven  the  procession 
started  for  the  parish  church,  in 
the  following  order  : — 

1.  Tanners’,  Skinners’,  Curriers’, 
and  Glovers’  company.' — 2.  Skin¬ 
ners,  Weavers,  and  Woolcombers. 
■ — 3.  Shoemakers. — 4.  Carpenters. 

— 5.  Butchers - 6.  Vintners.  — 

7-  Tailors. — 8.  Smiths.— -9.  Odd 
Fellows’  Society. — 10.  Bricklayers. 

• — 11.  Plasterers. — 12.  Gardeners. 
— 13.  Printers  and  Bookbinders. 
— 1 4.  F reemasons. — 1 5.  The  Mayor 
and  Corporation. 

The  whole  of  the  persons  com¬ 
posing  the  procession  were  dressed 
in  new  apparel,  with  sashes  and 
rosettes.  The  banners  were  very 
splendid.  Before  the  spinners  and 
others  engaged  in  the  cotton  trade, 
cotton  trees  were  carried ;  and 
carriages,  drawn  by  horses,  con¬ 
tained  the  steam-engines  and  dif¬ 
ferent  machinery  employed  in  that 
business,  all  at  full  work,  and 
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superintended  by  able  workmen, 
dressed  in  white.  Between  each 
carriage  walked  40  men,  with 
white  sashes,  and  on  a  rose-colour¬ 
ed  ground,  the  inscriptions  “  Suc¬ 
cess  to  the  Spindle/’  <(  Prosperity 
to  the  Warpers,"  &c. 

The  procession  of  the  master 
Tailors  excited  much  laughter  from 
its  singularity.  In  a  large  caravan, 
decorated  with  flowers  and  covered 
with  apple-trees,  stood  C(  living 
images"  of  our  first  parents,  Adam 
and  Eve  ;  the  latter  personified  by 
a  female  far  advanced  in  years, 
apparelled  in  flesh-coloured  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  holding  in  either  hand  an 
apple  ;  between  these  worthy  re¬ 
presentatives  of  our  ff  general 
parents,"  the  serpent  winding 
round  the  Tree  of  Knowledge  was 
displayed.  The  smiths  wTere  pre¬ 
ceded  by  two  stout  men,  in  antique 
dresses,  carrying  axes,  followed  by 
two  others,  one  in  mail  and  the 
other  in  brass  armour.  The  car¬ 
penters’  and  joiners’  company  had 
a  splendid  effect ;  each  man  car¬ 
ried  a  wand,  surmounted  with  a 
gilt  square  and  compass.  The 
“  Paradise  Lodge  of  Gardeners" 
was  greatly  admired.  A  large 
crown  of  flowers  preceded  the  in¬ 
dividuals  composing  the  lodge, 
together  with  poles  bearing  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  choicest  fruits.  Two 
children  raised  in  a  car  of  flowers, 
surmounted  with  trees,  personified 
Adam  and  Eve,  the  serpent  being 
placed  between  them,  with  a  large 
apple  in  its  mouth.  The  body  of 
shoemakers  was  preceded  by  a 
cart,  in  which  sat  two  of  the  craft, 
and  a  comely  young  woman,  all 
busily  employed.  The  following 
inscription  was  borne  aloft  on  a 
pole :  “  May  the  Manufactures  of 
the  Sons  of  Crispin  be  trampled 
under  foot  all  over  the  world.”  The 
printers  and  bookbinders  came  in 


deservedly  for  a  great  share  of  pub¬ 
lic  attention.  In  a  large  vehicle 
a  printing  press  was  seen  at  full 
work,  striking  off  various  mottos, 
which  were  eagerly  purchased. 
On  one  side  of  the  carriage  ap¬ 
peared  the  words,  “  Printing  in¬ 
vented  1440,"  and  on  the  flags, 
“  Libertas  non  licentia,”  and  “  Sit 
lux,  et  lux  fuit."  Next  came  the 
Odd  Fellows,  attired  in  the  eccen¬ 
tric  dress  of  their  order.  The 
freemasons,  decorated  with  their 
several  orders,  closed  the  proces¬ 
sion,  and  lined  the  way  from  the 
town-hall  to  the  church,  for  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  members  of 
the  corporation,  who  proceeded  on 
foot,  together  with  the  officers  of 
the  borough,  bearing  the  mace, 
&c.  The  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  vicar,  from  the  4th  verse  of 
the  122nd  Psalm  :  and  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  divine  service  the  pro¬ 
cession,  in  the  order  given  above, 
paraded  all  the  principal  streets  of 
the  town,  back  to  the  town-hall. 

Seduction  of  Artificers. — . 
A  handbill,  printed  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  in  three  languages,  viz.  Eng¬ 
lish,  French,  and  Dutch,  or 
Flemish,  was  secretly  posted  up,  in 
various  parts  of  Loughborough, 
one  night  in  the  latter  end  of  last 
week.  Its  object  was,  to  entice 
away  a  great  number  of  lace  hands 
to  a  manufactory  at  Antwerp. 

4.  Execution  of  General 
Elio,  at  Valencia. —  General 
Elio  was  executed  this  morning  at 
1 1  o’clock,  after  having  been  pub¬ 
licly  divested  of  his  rank  and 
honours  !  He  was  condemned,  not 
on  account  of  his  conduct  as  cap¬ 
tain-general,  but  in  consequence  of 
the  revolt  of  the  cannoniers,  who 
occupied  the  fort  of  Valencia,  on 
the  30th  of  May.  Being  tried 
before  an  ordinary  court  martial  on 
the  2nd  of  June,  at  which  general 
M  2 
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Villa-  Campa  presided,  lie  was  on 
tlie  27th  of  August,  adjudged  to 
the  most  ignominious  death  known 
to  the  Spanish  laws,  that  of  the 
garotte.  This  sentence,  submitted 
to  the  auditor  of  war  to  be  revised, 
was  not  only  approved,  hut  the 
auditor  demanded  its  immediate 
execution,  conformably  to  the  mar¬ 
tial  law  of  the  1 7th  of  April,  1821. 
The  arrival  of  the  brigadier  E  spina, 
who  was  provisionally  invested 
with  the  military  command  of  this 
district,  was  regarded  as  the  signal 
for  the  execution.  “  The  people” 
says  one  account,  “  maintained 
that  demeanor  which  becomes  an 
heroic  nation,  and  accompanied  the 
culprit  to  the  scaffold  with  shouts 
of — f  To  death  with  Elio !  his 
blood  will  cement  the  constitutional 
edifice/  ” 

The  scaffold,  on  which  the 
general  was  strangled,  was  erected 
close  to  a  delightful  garden,  which 
belonged  to  him  when  he  was  all- 
powerful  in  Valencia.  Above 
12,000  persons  were  witnesses  of 
the  firmness  which  he  showed  on 
this  sad  occasion,  and  of  the  last 
words  which  he  pronounced.  The 
general  protested  his  innocence  in 
the  face  of  God  and  man;  he 
declared,  that  he  had  only  carried 
into  execution  the  orders  which  he 
had  received  from  the  government 
during  the  period  of  his  command; 
that  he  was  utterly  unconnected 
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with  the  revolt  of  the  cannoniers  mT 
and,  finally,  that  he  begged  of 
God  to  pardon  his  murderers,  as 
he  himself  forgave  them.  “  I  wish,” 
he  added,  u  that  my  blood  may  be 
the  last  which  is  shed  in  Spain. 
Spain  will  one  day  do  justice  to 
the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and 
repeat  the  cry  which  is  now  my 
last  prayer —  Long  live  the  king 
and  religion.” 

5.  Ferry  Harty,  East  end 
of  the  Island  of  Sheppy. — 
In  excavating  the  side  of  a  hill, 
an  entire  hut  or  small  house  has 
been  found  buried  under  the  earth, 
apparently  from  part  of  the  hill 
falling  down  and  covering  it.  It 
is  of  the  most  remote  antiquity. 
The  building  had  no  roof,  or  it 
must  have  been  made  of  some 
perishable  material;  the  walls  are 
of  wood,  and  no  iron  or  other  metal 
is  seen.  There  are  flints  and  hard 
stones,  apparently  intended  for 
axes  and  cutting  instruments,  with 
handles  of  wood,  quite  complete, 
and  in  good  preservation ;  also 
earthenware  utensils  (one  appears 
to  have  been  a  lamp)  ;  a  few  fish¬ 
hooks  of  hard  stony  horn,  and  an 
immense  quantity  of  a  kind  of 
horse-hair.  Mr.  Barrow,  the 
resident  commissioner  of  Sheer¬ 
ness,  has  desired  a  fence  to  be 
erected,  to  enclose  and  preserve  this 
remnant  of  antiquity. 
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POPULATION  OF  COLUMBIA. 

1  I 

The  following  official  Statement  of  the  Population  and  Distribution  of 
the  Representatives  in  the  Columbian  Congress  has  appeared  in 
No.  17  of  the  “  Gaceta  de  Colombia/'  published  at  Bogota. 


Departments. 


Orinoco  ... 
Venezuela 

s 

Sulia  . 

Boyacca  .. 


{ 

I 

{ 

{ 


Cundinamara 

Cauca . . 

Magdalena... 


{ 

{ 


Provinces. 

Population 
of  each 
Province. 

Population 
of  each 
Department. 

Senators. 

Represen¬ 

tatives. 

Guay  ana . . . 

P.nmnnn  . 

45,000 

70,000 

45,000 

15,000 

350,000 

80,000 

30,000 

33,400 

50,000 

48,700 

— 

— 

2 

2  , 
2 

1-  7 
12 

3  15 

Tinmplrmn  . 

Margaretta  ... . 

. «. . . 

175,000 

4 

Ttarinas  . 

430,000 

4 

(^npr»  .  T . 

1 

TViivillo . 

1 

TVT  pvi  rl  a . 

2 

2—  6 

Maracaibo  . 

162,100 

4 

'Dnuja  , , , , . 

200,000 

150,000 

75,000 

19,000 

172,000 

104,000 

45,000 

50,000 

7 

Sncnrn  . 

5 

Pamplona  . 

Cassanar . 

444,000 

4 

3 

1—16 

Ttncnf'.n  . 

6 

Antioquia  . 

Maraquita . 

Neiba . i . 

371,000 

4 

3 

2 

2  .13 

Pnnnvan  . 

171,000 

22,000 

170,000 

62,700 

6 

Ghnon  . 

193,000 

4 

1—  7 

Parftinrrpnn . 

6 

Santa  Martha  . 

_ 

2 

Pin  TTar.ba . . 

7,000 
250, COO 
35,000 

239,000 

4 

1 _  9 

Quit.n _ , . ,,, . 

8 

Quijos,  Majas  . . 

- — 

- — 

1 

dnpnra.  . 

78,000 

13,000 

56,000 

3 

1 

•Tana . „ 

Mainas  . 

1 

T.nja . 

48^000 

2 

3—19 

2 

1—  3 

/ 

Guyaquil  . 

Panama  . 

90,000 

50,000 

30,000 

550,000 

— 

Veragua . 

80,000 

— 

2,644,600 

28 

95 

The  Seven  Provinces,  formerly  known  under  the  general  title  of 
Quito,  had  not  been  distributed  into  departments  or  senatorial  dis¬ 
tricts  ;  nor  had  Panama  and  Veragua ;  but  it  was  supposed  that  an 
arrangement  would  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  com¬ 
prise  them  into  three  departments,  so  as  to  conform  with  the  principle 
of  representation  to  the  population,  which  would  complete  the  senate 
to  50  members,  and  the  representatives  to  95. 
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Committee  on  the  Vagrant 
Laws. — A  Pauper  Monkey. — Mar- 
maduke  Lawson,  esq.,  an  acting  ma¬ 
gistrate  for  the  North  and  West 
Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  was 
examined  as  follows : — Have  you 
ever  known  an  instance  of  any  thing, 
except  a  vagrant,  having  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  a  pass?” — “  Great  evils 
have  arisen  from  magistrates  leaving 
blank  passes,  with  their  signatures 
attached,  in  the  hands  of  their  clerks. 
In  consequence  of  a  magistrate  in 
the  North  Riding  leaving  a  blank 
pass  with  his  clerk,  the  following 
circumstance  occurred  :• — 

“  A  man  who  had  a  monkey, 
which  was  the  means  of  his  sub¬ 
sistence,  in  going  up  and  down 
the  country,  was  taken  up  for 
begging;  he  had  a  regular  pass 
made  out  for  Scotland,  with  the 
usual  allowance  of  eight-pence  per 
day.  The  man  said,  that  he  could 
not  maintain  himself  and  his  mon¬ 
key  on  that  sum,  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  must  be,  that  he  must  dis¬ 
pose  of  him.  The  clerk  having 
been  much  amused  with  the  tricks 
and  grimaces  of  the  monkey,  said, 
we  will  pass  him  too.  Accordingly 
a  blank  pass  was  filled  up  for  the 
monkey  under  the  name  of  ‘  John 
Strange,’  also  with  the  allowance 
of  eight  pence  a  day,  and  by  which 
he  was  passed  out  of  the  North 
Riding  into  Scotland.” 

“  You  really  mean  that  this 
happened?” — Yes,  I  do.” 

Representation  in  Con¬ 
gress — The  following  is  the  rate 
of  apportionment  according  to  which 
the  members  of  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  eighteenth 
congress  are  to  be  elected  agreeably 
to  the  4th  census.  The  whole 
number  is  212,  exclusive  of  three 
delegates,  of  whom — Maine  has 
7 ;  New  Hampshire,  6;  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  13;  Rhode  Island,  2 ; 
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Connecticut,  6  ;  Vermont,  5 ;  New 
York,  34;  New  Jersey,  6;  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  26 ;  Delaware,  1 ;  Ma¬ 
ryland,  9  >  Virginia,  22 ;  North 
Carolina,  13;  South  Carolina,  9  ; 
Georgia,  7  ;  Alabama,  2  ;  Missis¬ 
sippi,  1 ;  Louisiana,  3;  Tennessee, 
9 ;  Kentucky,  12 ;  Ohio,  14 ; 
Indiana,  3 ;  Illinois,  1 ;  Missouri, 
1 ; — 212.  The  senate  is  composed 
of  48.  Total  number  of  members 
of  the  18th  congress,  260. 

7.  Affray  at  Chippenham. 
— At  a  revel  held  at  Kington* 
Langley,  a  few  weeks  ago,  some 
offence  was  given  to  the  villagers 
by  a  party  of  young  men  from  Chip¬ 
penham.  Since  that  period  seve¬ 
ral  meetings  have  been  held  at 
Langley  for  the  purpose  of  plan¬ 
ning  revenge,  and  it  was  ulti¬ 
mately  resolved,  that  a  grand  at¬ 
tempt  should  be  made  this  day. 
Accordingly,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  about  30  or  40  men  as¬ 
sembled  at  Chippenham.  About 
half-past  ten  the  assailants  com¬ 
menced  their  outrages,  by  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  streets  armed 
with  bludgeons,  duly  prepared 
for  their  mischievous  purposes,  and 
attacking  all  who  came  in  their 
way,  without  regard  to  age  or  sex  ! 
— men,  women,  and  children,  were 
alike  objects  of  their  ferocity.  Mr. 
Joseph  Hull,  saddler,  hearing 
cries  of  murder,  hastened  from  his 
bed.  Within  an  hour  and  a  half 
after  he  went  out,  he  was  found 
near  the  Ivy-house  in  a  most  de¬ 
plorable  state,  bleeding  to  death — 
scarcely  an  inch  of  his  head  free 
from  cut  or  bruise.  Pie  was  taken 
home,  and  expired  within  four 
hours.  Mr.  Reynolds,  a  brazier, 
was  carried  home  soon  after  12 
o’clock,  bruised  from  head  to  foot. 
He  was  heard  praying  most  pi¬ 
teously  for  his  life.  “  Don’t  kill 
me !  don’t  kill  me,  Mountjoy ! 


CHRONICLE. 


167 


Sept.] 


and  HI  give  thee  a  guinea 
but  no  mercy  was  shown  him — he 
died  on  Tuesday  evening.  Mr. 
Moore,  the  high  constable,  and  Mr. 
Whiituck,  hastening  to  the  scene 
with  a  view  to  appease  the  strife, 
were  knocked  down,  before  they 
could  well  speak,  with  half  a  score 
besides.  There  were  one-and- 
thirty  men,  women  and  children, 
more  or  less  wounded. 

10.  The  following  notice  was 
distributed  at  the  doors  of  Edmon¬ 
ton  church,  after  a  sermon  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Hawker: — “  A 
tradesman,  of  domestic  habits  and 
a  retired  life,  between  SO  and  40 
years  of  age,  who  has  been  some 
time  in  a  respectable  trade  in  Lon¬ 
don,  by  which  he  has  acquired  of 
this  world’s  goods  from  2,000/.  to 
10,000/. ;  but,  from  his  situation 
in  life,  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  settling  himself,  with  a  compa¬ 
nion  of  similar  habits  (he  trusts 
he  will  be  found  of  an  accommo¬ 
dating  disposition,  and  determined 
to  make  every  one,  with  whom  he 
has  to  do,  comfortable  to  the  ut¬ 
most  of  his  power) — is  desirous  of 
meeting  with  a  female  of  similar 
habits  and  circumstances  in  life, 
well  versed  in  domestic  concerns, 
good  tempered,  obliging  to  her 
friends,  yet  not  extravagant  or 
given  to  much  company ;  neat  in 
her  appearance — of  light  com¬ 
plexion  ;  but,  above  all,  having 
the  grace  of  God  in  her  heart,  and 
believing  Jesus  Christ  to  be  all  in 
all  to  poor  miserable  sinners.  The 
limits  of  this  paper  will  not  admit 
of  any  further  description ;  but 
should  this  meet  the  eye  of  any 
one  influenced  by  the  same  spirit 
that  dictated  the  above,  have  no 
doubt  of  spending  the  present  state 
in  comfort,  and  the  eternal  in  ever¬ 
lasting  happiness. — A  line,  ad¬ 
dressed  to  A.  B.  C.,  46,  Welling* 


ton-street,  Goswell-street  road, 
appointing  an  interview  any  day 
in  October  next,  will  be  attended 
to  with  all  secrecy.” 

12.  The  assize  court  of  Paris 
was  occupied  the  whole  of  Thurs¬ 
day  in  hearing  the  pleadings  of 
counsel  in  the  complaint  made 
against  the  editors  of  four  news¬ 
papers  for  having  “  published  a  ma¬ 
licious  and  unfaithful  report”  of 
part  of  the  proceedings  in  the  trial 
of  the  Rochelle  conspiracy.  The 
four  papers  charged  were  the  Con - 
stitutionnel ,  the  Journal  du  Com¬ 
merce ,  the  Courier  Fran$ais,  and 
the  Pilote .  There  was  one  extraor¬ 
dinary  feature  in  the  proceedings 
— that  the  attorney-general’s  de¬ 
puty  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
prove,  that  the  passage  charged  as 
unfaithful  was  unfaithful,  or  to 
show  that  such  infidelity  had  ori¬ 
ginated  in  malicious  motives.  He 
contented  himself  by  saying,  that 
as  the  attorney-general  was  part  of 
the  court,  his  mere  declaration 
that  the  passage  was  incorrect  and 
malicious  was  sufficient.  The 
counsel  for  the  journals  spoke  with 
great  zeal  and  ability,  but  without 
effect ;  for  the  court,  after  a  sit¬ 
ting,  which,  with  a  short  interval  of 
adjournment,  lasted  from  2  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  til]  a  quarter 
past  one  the  next  morning,  passed 
the  following  sentence  (which  they 
had  been  deliberating  upon  from 
ten  till  a  quarter  past  one) — 

M.  Guise,  the  editor  of  the 
Conslthdionn el,  and  M.  Faucillon, 
the  editor  of  the  Journal  du  Com¬ 
merce,  were  sentenced  (each)  to 
one  year’s  imprisonment,  and  a  fine 
of  5,000  francs : 

M.  Legracieux,  the  editor  of 
the  '  Courier  Francais  to  six 
months’  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of 
3,000  francs:  M.  Cassano,  the 
editor  of  the  Pilote  to  one  month  a 
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imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  1,000 
francs^ 

The  four  journals  were  also  for¬ 
bidden  to  publish  any  reports  of 
judicial  proceedings — the  two  for¬ 
mer  for  the  space  of  a  year ;  the 
third  for  six  months ;  and  the  last 
for  three  months. 

They  were  condemned  in  costs  in 
nearly  the  same  proportion :  the 
two  first,  to  pay  a  third ;  the  third, 
two  ninths  ;  and  the  last,  one 
ninth.  The  papers  containing  the 
account  complained  of  were  to  be 
%  seized. 

This  proceeding  was  instituted 
under  the  law  passed  in  March 
last :  the  law  is  severe  enough  in 
itself,  but  the  mode  of  administer¬ 
ing  it,  by  making  the  charge  of  an 
interested  party  tantamount  to 
proof,  shows  how  ignorant  our 
neighbours  are  of  even  the  first 
elements  of  civil  liberty  and  crimi¬ 
nal  justice.  The  sentence  was  af¬ 
terwards  annulled  in  the  superior 
Court. 

14.  Stockholm.  • —  The  mar¬ 
riage  contract  between  his  royal 
highness  Prince  Oscar,  and  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Leuchtenberg  (Eugene  Beauhar- 
nois)  was  signed  yesterday  by  the 
king  in  council.  The  marriage  is 
to  be  celebrated  in  June  next. 

Disgusting  Depravity. — On 
Monday  last,  Benjamin  Candler, 
late  valet  to  the  duke  of  New¬ 
castle,  was  committed  to  Lincoln 
Castle,  by  sir  R.  Heron,  bart., 
charged  with  an  unnatural  offence. 
On  the  same  day  was  committed 
to  the  same  place,  by  the  alderman 
of  Grantham,  William  Arden, 
esq.,  of  Great  Pulteney-street, 
Golden-square,  London ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  John  Doughty,  of  Gran¬ 
tham,  joiner,  both  charged  with  the 
same  crime.  A  discovery  of  the 
abominable  intercourse,  which  had 


[1822. 

been  carried  on,  was  made  through 
the  circumstance  of  a  letter  from 
Grantham,  intended  for  the  valet 
at  Clumber,  but  accidentally  not 
addressed  on  the  outside,  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  duke  of 
Newcastle.  His  grace,  on  dis¬ 
covering  the  nature  of  the  con¬ 
tents,  proceeded  with  due  caution 
for  furthering  the  purposes  of  jus¬ 
tice,  and  the  consequence  has  been 
the  commitment  of  the  above 
persons  to  Lincoln  Castle  for  trial 
at  the  next  assizes.  The  person 
committed  as  an  esquire,  was 
apprehended  in  London  after  the 
first  examination  of  the  others  at 
Grantham. 

M.  Benjamin  Constant.— 
This  deputy  has  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Constitutionnel 

“Paris,  Sept.  14 th,  1822. 

“  Sir  -I  have  this  day  read 
the  deposition  of  M.  de  Carrere, 
sub-prefect  of  Saumur.  The  ex¬ 
planations,  which  I  am  just  pub¬ 
lishing  as  to  that  affair,  having 
been  completed  before  that  deposi¬ 
tion  reached  me,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  speak  of  it.  That  omission 
I  supply  by  this  letter,  which  I 
pray  you  to  insert  literally.  I 
render  myself  responsible  for  the 
facts  and  the  expressions. 

“  M.  de  Carrere  says,  that  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  Saumur  in  the  night. 
This  is  a  lie.  Pray  do  not  change 
the  word ;  it  is  the  only  proper 
one.  1  arrived  at  three  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  M.  de  Carrere 
knew  it  immediately,  for  at  four 
o’clock  the  police  were  at  my  door. 

“  He  says,  that  during  the  night 
a  consultation  took  place,  and  that 
the  public  tranquillity  was  threat¬ 
ened.  It  is  a  lie.  During  the 
dinner  the  tranquillity  was  threat¬ 
ened  by  cries  raised  against  me, 
under  my  windows.  The  letter 
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of  the  mayor  of  Saumur,  which  is 
to  be  published,  states  the  fact. 
M.  de  Carrere  knew  it,  for  his 
agents  were  at  the  door,  that  the 
rioters,  who  it  was  supposed  would 
frighten  me,  should  not  break  it 
in  prematurely.  Several  magis¬ 
trates  of  Saumur,  and  M.  Bodin, 
deputy  of  Maine-et-Loire,  will 
attest  these  facts. 

“  M.  de  Carrere  savs,  that 
I  promised  to  set  out  early  in  the 
morning.  This  is  a  lie.  When, 
after  having  suffered  the  house 
where  I  dined  to  be  surrounded 
for  three  hours,  hoping  that  I 
should  go  out  by  a  private  way, 
he  begged  me  to  give  up  the  ban¬ 
quet  of  the  next  day,  I  declared 
that  I  would  not  fly  like  a  culprit, 
and  that  I  would  depart  only  in  full 
day.  M.  de  Carrere  wished  it  to 
be  thought,  that  the  population  of 
Saumur  forced  me  to  leave  the 
town.  Thence  his  tolerance  to 
the  rioters,  who  threatened  my 
hosts  as  well  as  me.  M.  de 
Carrere  has  sported  with  their 
lives  as  well  as  with  mine,  to  have 
this  satisfaction. 

“  This  was  reckoned  on,  for  the 
Quotidienne  published  a  narrative 
of  f  my  flight’  and  of  the  services 
M.  de  Carrere  had  rendered  me. 
These  services  were  limited  to  the 
exposing  me,  as  well  as  those  who 
had  entertained  me,  to  be  assassi¬ 
nated.  The  attempt  began  at 
eight  o’clock,  M.  de  Carrere  arrived 
at  eleven,  and  when  he  says  that 
the  national  guard  resisted  autho¬ 
rity,  it  is  in  fact  that  some  of  the 
national  guards,  not  being  able  to 
obtain  an  authority  to  protect  their 
fellow  citizens  and  me,  came  with¬ 
out  orders  round  the  house  to  save 
.our  lives. 

“  M.  de  Carrere  says,  that 
I  alleged  as  a  reason  for  not  setting 
eut,  the  health  of  my  wife.  This 


is  a  lie.  I  had  declared  that  1 
would  not  set  out  till  near  mid¬ 
day  ;  and  when  M.  de  Carrere 
returned  to  press  "me,  he  may  re¬ 
collect  that  the  conversation  was 
short  and  clear. 

te  He  concludes  by  a  fifth  lie ; 
so  much  the  less  explicable,  as 
public  notoriety  demonstrates  its 
infamy.  He  wishes  to  have  it 
believed  that  I  travelled  not  with 
Madame  B.  Constant;  but  with  a 
female  whom  I  made  assume  that 
name.  I  cannot  guess  the  motive 
of  an  imposition  so  easy  to  confound, 
and  to  throw  back  on  its  author. 

“  However,  M.  de  Carrere  and 
his  compeers  should  insult  women. 
The  excess  of  meanness  is  na¬ 
turally  allied  to  the  excess  of  fero¬ 
city.  This  genus  had  been  lost 
since  1793. 

“  I  set  aside  the  denunciations 
which  do  not  personally  concern 
me — against  the  mayor  of  Saumur, 
his  relations,  the  national  guard, 
and  the  citizens.  M.  de  Carrere 
bears  down  on  an  unfortunate  man, 
whose  private  life  all  the  witnesses 
had  respected.  So  abject  a  spirit 
blasts  itself  without  imposing  the 
labour  of  doing  so  on  others. 

“  I  repeat,  I  take  on  myself  the 
responsibility  of  this  letter,  and  1 
beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c. 
ec  Benjamin  Constant.” 

On  Sunday,  the  three  jour¬ 
nals  which  contained  this  letter 
were  seized  at  the  respective 
printing-offices ;  and  all  the  copies, 
which  had  been  deposited  at  the 
post-office,  to  be  furthered  to  the 
provincial  subscribers,  were 
stopped. 

Execution. — On  Saturday  last 
William  Costello,  aged  30,  who 
had  been  found  guilty  at  the  late 
assizes  for  being  one  of  those  con¬ 
cerned  with  Brown  in  the  abduc¬ 
tion  of  Miss  Goold,  was  executed 
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at  Gallow’s-green.  Fitzmaurice, 
otherwise  captain  Rock,  who  had 
pleaded  guilty  on  the  trial,  was  to 
have  suffered  with  Costello,  but 
was  respited  the  evening  before. 
Costello  continued  to  the  last  to 
declare  his  innocence,  not  only  of 
the  above  crime,  but  of  any  con¬ 
nexion  with,  or  any  outrage  com¬ 
mitted  by,  the  White  Boys.  The 
history  he  gave  of  his  misfortune 
to  persons  who  conversed  with 
him  in  the  gaol  previously  to  going 
out  to  execution,  was  this — he  was 
a  relative  of  Brown’s,  and  was 
Workman  to  him  for  five  years,  up 
to  September,  1821  ;  when  he 
left  him  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
his  brother,  whose  wife  then  died, 
leaving  a  large  family.  Fie  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  practice  of  habits  of 
industry,  and,  as  he  declared  on 
the  scaffold,  knew  nothing  of  Miss 
Goold’s  abduction  till  the  morning 
after.  Fie  slept,  he  declared,  on 
that  night,  with  his  brother ;  and 
Fitzmaurice,  who  pleaded  guilty, 
has  frequently  since  declared  the 
innocence  of  this  unfortunate  man. 
Before  going  out  to  execution,  he 
observed  to  a  person  in  the  gaol — 
{C  Are  not  these  queer  laws,  that 
make  a  man’s  life  depend  on  the 
oath  of  one  witness?”  He  also 
asked  this  person,  whether  he 
thought  there  was  much  pain  in 
the  punishment  he  had  to  under¬ 
go?  but  being  assured  there  was 
not,  and  that  it  was  only  instan¬ 
taneous,  it  afforded  him  great  con¬ 
solation.  The  only  thing  that  he 
seemed  to  apprehend  was,  the  first 
sight  of  the  hangman,  and  the 
tying  up  of  his  arms ;  but  being 
reasoned  with  on  these  points,  he 
acquiesced  in  their  propriety,  and 
assumed  his  usual  firmness ;  and 
when  the  executioner  came  to  tie 
his  arms,  he  put  them  so  far  back 
that  the  tightness  became  ex¬ 


tremely  painful  to  him  in  his  pro¬ 
gress  to  the  gallows.  His  manner 
at  the  place  of  execution  was  such 
as  to  awaken  the  sympathy  and  to 
excite  the  astonishment  of  all, 
even  of  those  who  guarded  him, 
some  of  whom  were  observed  to 
shed  tears. 

Escape  prom  Aylesbury 
Gaol,  and  subsequent  Re-ap¬ 
prehension. — A  desperate  gang, 
consisting  of  three  notorious  horse¬ 
stealers,  were  detained  at  Ayles¬ 
bury,  to  take  their  trials  on  several 
capital  charges.  On  the  morning 
of  Saturday  last,  about  5  o’clock, 
an  alarm  was  given  in  the  prison, 
that  this  band  of  ruffians,  with 
one  Cotes,  had,  by  means  of  a  rope 
formed  of  their  bedding,  descended 
into  the  public  street,  half-dressed, 
on  the  market  day,  and  made  off 
with  great  alacrity,  to  the  dismay 
of  two  men  who  witnessed  their 
surprising  descent  from  the  upper 
story  of  the  county-hall.  An 
alarm  was  immediately  given : 
nevertheless  the  fugitives  had  not 
been  much  noticed,  till  they  had 
reached  the  brewery  of  Messrs. 
Dell  and  Co.,  where  the  strange¬ 
ness  of  their  dress,  and  half-naked 
state,  awakened  the  attention  of 
those  coming  to  market.  Their 
route  was  evidently  part  of  a  pre¬ 
concerted  plan ;  for  at  Ford-lane, 
adjoining  Bishopstone,  a  company 
of  vagrants  had  loitered  for  two  or 
three  days,  and,  by  their  talents  in 
music  and  mat-making,  obtained 
pity  for  their  forlorn  appearance 
from  the  neighbourhood.  The 
prisoners  hastened  towards  this 
point  by  the  nearest  cut.  The 
pursuers  first  discovered  and  ap¬ 
prehended  one  named  Milsom,  alias 
Cribb.  He  was  found,  in  his 
party-coloured  gaol  dress,  extended, 
hiding  himself  in  a  furrow  drain 
in  a  field.  Cotes  had,  in  the  same 
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quarter.,  secreted  himself  in  a 
hedge,  and  was  taken.  The  other 
two.  Brown,  alias  Cribb  (supposed 
to  be  Milsom’s  brother)  and  Banks, 
made  considerable  resistance  before 
they  were  secured.  On  their  re¬ 
turn,  being  asked  how  they  would 
have  managed  with  their  irons,  in 
case  they  had  gotten  off,  their 
reply  was,  “Some  hungry  dogs 
would  gnaw  them  off  in  ten 
minutes.”  This  was  supposed  to 
allude  to  the  vagrants  in  F ord-lane, 
who  would  have  sawed  them  off, 
and,  sheltering  them  in  their  party, 
have  hidden  the  fugitives  till  night 
amongst  the  woods  about  FI art- 
well.  On  their  return  to  their 
old  lodgings,  they  were  strongly 
ironed  together  in  pairs,  and  new 
means  devised  to  defeat  any  further 
attempt.  On  examining  the  Court 
of  Sessions,  and  the  greater  Court 
in  the  story  above,  whence  the 
party  had  come  down  in  the  sur¬ 
prising  manner  already  stated, 
their  simple  instruments  of  escape 
were  discovered.  The  first  article 
was  a  picklock  key,  fabricated  in 
the  prison,  of  thick  iron  wire  taken 
from  the  rim  of  a  gaol  saucepan 
used  among  the  prisoners.  The 
next  was  an  iron  bar  wrenched 
from  their  fire-place.  With  the 
first,  they  opened  all  locks  that  ob¬ 
structed  them,  and  with  the  bar 
they  forced  a  passage  through  the 
ceiling  below  and  the  flooring  of 
the  hall,  whence  they  came  to  the 
place  of  their  descent. 

An  Intrepid  Aeronaut. — A 
young  aeronaut,  of  the  name  of 
Fassy,  lately  made  an  ascent  at 
Marseilles,  which  was  very  nearly 
fatal  to  him.  At  five  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  balloon  arose  in 
the  presence  of  numerous  spec¬ 
tators  ;  the  hasty  disappearance  of 
the  object  of  their  attention  soon 
spread  general  alarm ;  after  a  short 


interval,  they  again  perceived  the 
balloon,  and  discovered  that  it  had 
lost  its  spherical  form,  and  was 
falling  with  terrific  rapidity.  The 
most  dreadful  conjectures  were 
now  formed,  and  every  one  crowded 
to  the  spot,  where  M.  Fassy  in¬ 
tended  to  have  descended.  They 
soon  learnt,  that  he  had  come  down, 
in  perfect  safety,  near  the  hamlet 
of  Saint  Charles.  The  cause  of 
his  rapid  descent  was  as  follows : 
M.  Fassy,  having  arrived  at  a  great 
height,  encountered  contrary  winds, 
which  forced  his  balloon  in 
every  direction.  ITe  then  thought 
of  descending;  and,  to  accomplish 
this,  he  pulled  the  silken  string  of 
the  yalve:  but  the  latter  being 
placed  on  the  lower  side  of  the 
machine,  was  so  tightened  within 
the  folds,  which  were  gummed, 
that  it  could  not  leave  a  free  pas¬ 
sage  open  to  the  gas.  The  aeronaut 
now  adopted  a  course  which  might 
have  precipitated  him  six  thousand 
feet.  Standing  upright,  he  drew 
towards  him  the  valve  by  grappling 
with  the  balloon,  and  broke  it ; 
but  the  gas  evaporating  too 
speedily,  he  came  down  with  great 
rapidity.  M.  Fassy,  however,  had 
reserved  his  ballast  for  this  decisive 
moment.  On  the  point  of  being 
precipitated  to  the  earth,  he  threw 
out  his  bags  and  his  anchor,  and 
the  machine  suddenly  lightened, 
slackened  in  its  fall,  and  the  aero¬ 
naut  descended  in  as  good  plight 
as  he  had  started. 

15.  Harrowgate. — The  rev. 
Richard  Hale,  vicar  of  Harewood, 
had  undertaken  to  preach  a  charity 
sermon  on  behalf  of  the  Sunday- 
school  attached  to  the  established 
church  at  Pannell,  and  it  was  de¬ 
termined  that  he  should  preach  in 
the  large  room,  at  Low  Hai  row- 
gate,  called  the  promenade-room. 
The  place  was  accordingly  fitted 
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up  for  the  purpose,  and'  at  the 
appointed  hour  a  large  and  very 
genteel  congregation  had  assem¬ 
bled  ;  but  just  at  the  moment 
when  the  vicar  descended  from  his 
chaise,  a  messenger  from  the  lord 
bishop  of  Chester  (then  at  Har- 
rowgate)  informed  him,  that,  as 
the  place  in  which  he  was  about 
to  preach  was  unlicensed,  if  he 
proceeded  with  the  service,  he 
would  do  it  at  his  peril.  To  this 
intimation  Mr.  Hale  replied,  that 
he  had  the  permission  of  the  arch¬ 
bishop  to  preach  in  this  unlicensed 
room,  but  that  he  would  wait 
upon  his  lordship,  which  he  did 
without  delay,  leaving  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  await  the  result  of  the 
interview.  The  vicar,  however, 
did  not  succeed  in  convincing  his 
diocesan  of  the  fitness  of  preaching 
in  a  ball-room  ;  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  obliged  to  disperse  with¬ 
out  any  service. 

Destruction  of  the  Cathe¬ 
dral  of  Rouen.— This  morning 
at  five,  in  the  midst  of  a  slight 
storm  which  passed  over  the 
town,  the  lightning  fell  on  the 
principal  tower  of  Rouen  Cathedral, 
which  it  struck  at  the  bottom  of 
the  spire.  In  an  instant  the 
wood- work  caught  fire,  and  the 
fiames  spread  with  such  rapidity, 
that  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  they 
enveloped  the  whole  tower  and 
reached  to  its  top.  In  falling,  the 
ruins  of  the  steeple  set  the  roof  of 
the  church  on  fire ;  a  part  of  the 
nave  was  burnt ;  and  all  the  cover¬ 
ing  of  the  choir,  and  of  the  sacristy, 
was  consumed.  The  roof- work  of 
the  Place  de  la  Calendre,  Street 
St.  Romain,  also  suffered  consi¬ 
derably  ;  the  interior  of  the  church, 
however,  did  not  suffer  much,  and 
the  archbishop’s  palace  very  little. 
The  houses  in  Du  Change-street, 
contiguous  to  the  church,  were 
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very  much  damaged ;  two  of  them 
were  destroyed  by  the  falling  of 
the  burning  steeple.  Those  also 
of  St.  Romain-street  sustained 
considerable  injury;  as  did  the 
chapel.  Besides  the  total  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  upper  part,  and  the 
calcination  of  the  stones  of  the 
tower,  the  galleries  and  the  arches 
suffered  very  much. 

Rouen  Cathedral  was  founded 
a.  d.  990,  by  Robert,  archbishop 
of  Rouen,  brother  of  Richard  the 
Second,  duke  of  Normandy,  but 
was  not  finished  till  the  year  1062. 
It  was  410  feet  in  length,  83  in 
breadth,  the  length  of  the  cross 
ailes  was  164  feet,  and  the  height 
of  the  spire  395  feet.  There  were 
seven  entrances  to  it,  and  130 
windows.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
costly  and  magnificent  gothic 
structures  ever  seen ;  it  was 
literally  frosted  with  ornaments; 
there  was  not  the  smallest  piece  of 
stone,  not  the  back  of  a  niche,  nor 
the  base  of  a  figure,  which  was 
not  covered  with  the  finest  gothic 
work.  In  it  were  interred  the 
bodies  of  John,  duke  of  Bedford, 
regent  of  France ;  Henry,  brother 
of  Richard  1st,  and  the  heart  of 
Richard  Cceur  de  Lion ;  together 
with  many  other  illustrious  men. 

18.  Mary  Agnes  Louisa  Butler, 
a  lady-like  looking  young  woman, 
23  years  old,  was  placed  at  the 
bar,  charged  with  having  stolen 
351.  in  5l.  notes,  in  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Robert  Cotterell,  No.  28, 
Surrey- street.  Strand.  The  pri¬ 
soner  being  in  an  advanced  state 
of  pregnancy,  the  Court  permitted 
her  to  be  accommodated  with  a 
chair. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Cotterell,  having 
been  sworn,  stated,  that  she  lived 
at  No.  28,  Surrey-street,  Strand, 
and  kept  a  boarding-house.  The 
prisoner  came  to  board  and  lodge 
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with  her  in  August  last.  She  had 
known  her  for  a  few  days,  about 
three  or  four  months  before.  She 
stated  to  witness,  that  she  had 
been  in  France,  and  was  about  to 
return  there  in  a  week  or  fortnight. 
She  said  she  had  been  married, 
and  called  herself  Mrs.  Butler. 
Witness  received  her  as  a  lodger. 
The  dining-room  was  in  common 
to  all  her  lodgers.  Captain  Drew, 
of  the  Edward  East  Indiaman, 
boarded  and  lodged  with  her  at 
the  time.  He  had  a  writing-desk, 
which  was  usually  placed  on  a 
small  table  that  stood  in  a  window 
in  the  dining-room.  On  Saturday 
the  11th  of  August,  Capt.  Drew 
went  out,  and  did  not  return  that 
evening.  Witness  went  up  to  bed 
a  little  after  12  o’clock,  leaving 
Mrs.  Butler  in  the  dining-room 
alone.  Witness’s  daughter  had 
gone  to  bed  an  hour  before.  After 
witness  had  been  half  an  hour  up 
stairs,  she  had  occasion  to  go  to 
her  daughter’s  room,  and  saw  the 
prisoner  coming  up  stairs.  She 
slept  in  the  room  next  to  witness’s, 
five  pair  of  stairs  up.  On  seeing 
witness,  she  made  a  noise  and 
seemed  agitated.  She  caught  hold 
of  the  banister.  Witness  asked, 
what  was  the  matter?  to  which 
she  replied,  that  she  was  tired. 
On  the  following  day  (Sunday)  at 
two  o’clock,  witness  saw  the  desk 
in  the  usual  place,  but  the  lock  was 
open.  She  put  it  into  her  own 
closet.  The  prisoner  had  been 
down  and  out  at  this  time.  Capt. 
Drew  returned  at  about  one  o’clock, 
but  went  out  again,  and  did  not 
return  until  Monday  morning, 
when  she  saw  him  at  breakfast, 
and  then  took  him  his  desk.  In 
consequence  of  missing  some  money 
from  it,  a  Bow-street  officer  was 
sent  for.  The  officer  searched  all 
the  servants.  The  prisoner  was 


in  bed.  Witness  went  up  to  her 
room,  and  after  a  few  minutes’ 
delay  was  admitted.  When  she 
was  dressed,  the  officer  came  in 
and  searched  the  room.  Witness 
remained  inside  the  door.  The 
officer  found  some  money  in  the 
drawers,  and  two  51.  notes  in  the 
rosettes  of  the  bed  curtains.  He 
also  found  a  clasp  of  a  pocket-book 
in  a  drawer. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Alley. — . 
Witness  has  been  married  these 
seven  years ;  her  husband  is  a 
conveyancer  residing  in  Glouces¬ 
tershire  ;  his  name  is  Robert 
Dormer  Cotterell. 

William  Drew  lodged  with  Mrs. 
Cotterell.  On  the  26th  of  July 
he  received  180/.  out  of  Messrs. 
Prescott  and  Co.’s  bank :  there 
were  sixteen  51.  notes  in  what  he 

t 

received.  He  had  seven  of  them 
in  his  possession  on  Saturday,  the 
10th  of  August.  When  he  was 
about  to  go  out,  he  pulled  his 
money  from  his  pocket,  and,  ob¬ 
serving  that  it  was  too  much 
money  to  take  out  with  him,  re¬ 
tained  three  sovereigns,  and  put 
the  seven  notes  into  his  desk. 
This  was  in  the  prisoner’s  presence. 
Is  sure  he  left  the  desk  locked. 
Besides  the  prisoner,  there  were 
present  Mrs.  Cotterell’s  daughter, 
Mr.  Briscow,  and  a  friend  who 
went  out  with  him ;  he  slept  out 
on  Sunday  night,  and  returned  at 
8  o’clock  on  Monday  morning. 
Mrs.  Cotterell  then  produced  the 
desk  ;  it  was  open,  and,  on  looking 
into  it,  he  missed  a  penknife  and 
the  seven  notes.  A  search  took 
place  in  consequence  :  the  servants 
were  searched,  and  Mrs.  Cotterell 
was  searched.  He  requested  Mrs. 
Cotterell  to  go  and  sit  in  Mrs. 
Butler’s  room,  until  Ellis  the  officer 
should  go  up.  The  prisoner  dis¬ 
claimed  all  knowledge  of  the  two 
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51  notes.  The  sovereigns  she 
said  were  her  own.  He  knew  of 
a  third  51.  note  having  been  dis¬ 
covered  afterwards. 

Mary  Ann  Ashford,  servant  to 
Mrs.  CotterelL  Was  the  last 
person  up  on  that  Saturday  night. 
The  prisoner  remained  up  half  an 
hour  after  Mrs.  CotterelL  She 
rung  the  bell  violently,  and  asked 
witness  for  ber  pocket-book.  She 
first  said,  she  had  left  it  on  the 
bed,  and  then  under  the  bed.  She 
said,  it  contained  the  key  of  her 
drawers,  and  without  it  she  could 
not  get  her  night  dress.  On 
Sunday  she  said  she  had  found  her 
key  on  the  carpet,  hut  not  the 
pocket-book,  and  that  she  had  no 
money  but  what  was  in  it.  She 
went  out  at  one  o’clock,  and  re¬ 
turned  at  10  at  night. 

James  Ellis,  a  Bow-street  officer, 
made  the  search  upon  that  occasion. 
The  lock  of  the  desk  had  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  having  been  forced. 
After  searching  the  servants,  &c., 
lie  went  up  to  Mrs.  Butler’s  bed¬ 
room,  told  her  he  had  searched  all 
the  other  lodgers,  and  requested 
permission  to  search  her.  She 
said,  he  might  do  so.  In  her 
upper  drawer  he  found  four  parcels 
of  money  wrapped  up  in  paper  and 
sealed.  One  contained  20  sove¬ 
reigns,  another  20  shillings,  a 
third  10  shillings,  and  the  fourth 
10  sixpences.  There  were  two 
sovereigns,  and  four  shillings  and 
four  pence  loose.  He  also  found 
a  clasp  of  a  pocket-book  in  a 
drawer.  He  requested  Mrs.  Cot- 
terell  to  search  the  prisoner,  and 
left  the  room.  Fie  then  returned, 
and  searched  the  bed  furniture. 
He  put  his  band  on  one  of  the 
rosettes,  and  heard  something 
rattling.  He  then  felt  another, 
to  try  if  it  wras  stiffened  with  paper 
to  keep  it  in  form.  Mrs.  Cotter  ell 
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said  “  What  is  that  rattling?” 
and  put  her  hand  to  the  rosette. 
Witness  examined  it,  and  drew 
two  51.  notes  from  it.  The  pri¬ 
soner  said,  she  knew  nothing  about 
them;  they  were  not  hers.  She 
had  had  the  money,  she  said,  by 
her  for  three  weeks  or  a  month. 
The  paper  in  which  it  was  wrapped 
was  only  dated  14?  or  15  days  back. 
Another  51.  note  came  to  his  hands 
on  the  27th  of  August,  He  then 
went  to  Tothill-fields’  Bridewell, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Price. 

Francis  Newcombe,  Messrs. 
Prescott  and  Co.’s  clerk,  proved 
the  notes  produced  to  be  those 
which  had  been  paid  to  captain 
Drew. 

George  Price  is  a  chemist,  re¬ 
siding  at  Kensington.  On  Sunday, 
Aug.  11,  lie  sold  a  bottle  of  laven¬ 
der  water  to  the  prisoner.  She 
paid  him  by  giving  him  a  5l.  note, 
on  which  he  endorsed  the  words 
“  St.  James’s-place,  St.  James’ s- 
street,"  that  being  the  address  given 
to  him  by  the  prisoner,  who  told 
him  that  she  had  the  note  of  Mrs. 
Grey,  who  kept  a  school  at  Brook- 
green.  (The  witness  here  identi¬ 
fied  the  note,  and  the  bottle  which 
he  had  sold  the  prisoner.)  He 
accompanied  Ellis  to  the  prisoner 
in  prison. 

Ellis  (again  examined)  said,  he 
had  that  bottle  given  to  him  by 
some  person  in  Mrs.  Cotterell’s 
dining-room. 

Ann  Grey  keeps  a  school,  and 
knows  the  prisoner :  had  not  seen 
her  for  seven  years  before  the 
10th  of  August.  Never  paid  a 
5l.  note  to  ber  or  to  any  person  for 
ber. 

Upon  being  called  upon  for  ber 
defence,  the  prisoner,  after  reading 
some  observations  from  a  written 
paper,  proceeded  to  animadvert 
upon  the  improbabilities  of  Mrs. 
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CotterelFs  statement.  She  dwelt 

upon  the  suspicious  circumstances 

attending  Mrs.  CotterelFs  conduct; 

and  said  in  explanation  of  her 

refusal  to  mention  the  persons 

name  from  whom  she  had  received 

the  money,  that  she  could  not  do 

so  without  breeding  dissensions  in 

his  family ;  sooner  than  which, 

she  would  endure  every  species  of 

suffering,  even  imprisonment  for 

life.  Several  offers  of  compromise 

had,  she  said,  been  made  to  her ; 

and  the  manv  circumstances  of  her 
* 

case,  which  were  distressing  to  her 
feelings,  pointed  out,  to  induce  her 
to  accept  them :  she  was  reminded 
of  her  daughter  in  France ;  of  the 
danger  she  was  in  of  being  impri¬ 
soned  for  life,  or  transported ;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  this,  she  re¬ 
jected  the  offers  from  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  her  innocence. 

When  she  had  concluded  her 
address,  she  called  a  witness,  who, 
she  said,  was  sworn  not  to  mention 
names. 

Joseph  Singleton  was  then 
sworn,  and  said  he  was  a  porter, 
and  had  carried  Mrs.  Butler  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  at  Boodle’s  club¬ 
house,  about  three  or  four  weeks 
before  the  time  in  question,  which 
appeared  to  contain  both  notes  and 
sovereigns. 

Mr.  Justice  Richardson  having; 
summed  up  the  evidence. 

The  jury  consulted  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  returned  a  verdict  of 
“  Guilty  of  stealing,  but  not  in  a 
dwelling  house ;”  that  is,  not  capi¬ 
tally. 

Sale  of  a  Wife.  —  Thomas 
Jones,  a  painter,  at  Caerleon,  sold 
his  wife  on  Tuesday  last,  for  three 
pence,  with  the  proviso,  that  if  she 
did  not  please,  after  three  days’ 
trial,  she  was  to  be  returned,  and 
the  purchase  money  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  parties.  The  most  sin¬ 


gular  part  of  the  transaction  was, 
that  the  parties  were  not  20  years 
of  age,  and  had  not  been  married 
a  month. 

Irish  Committee. — The  com¬ 
mittee  at  the  City  of  London  tavern, 
for  receiving  subscriptions  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  distressed  Irish,  and  ap¬ 
plying  the  sums  thus  obtained  in 
the  most  proper  manner,  has  ter¬ 
minated  its  sittings.  The  whole 
amount  of  subscriptions  received  by 
the  committee  is  near  2?'0,000/. 

Comparative  Longevity.— 
By  the  late  population  report,  the 
following  curious  fact  is  elicited  » 

Men  100  years  and  upwards. 

England . 57 

Wales  .....  3 

Scotland  .....  40 


Total  .  .  .  100 

Women  100  years  and  upwards. 
England  .  .  .  .  .111 

Wales . 18 

Scotland  .....  62 


Total  .  .  .191 

French  Police. — The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  curious  example  of  the 
sensitiveness  of  the  French  police, 
to  any  thing  like  satire  on  aristo¬ 
cracy.  The  comedy  of  John  Bull 
was  announced  about  a  week  since 
by  the  English  players  in  Paris. 
It  was  thought  too  scandalous, 
that  profligacy  and  knavery  should 
on  the  stage  be  made  the  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  rich  and  great- 
virtue,  honesty,  and  independence, 
that  of  the  poor ;  and  accordingly 
the  prefect  of  police  addressed  the 
following  “  invitation”  to  the  ma¬ 
nager  : — . 

“  Sir; — I  am  informed  that  the 
piece  called  John  Bull,  to  be  re¬ 
presented  this  evening  by  the 
English  players  under  your  ma¬ 
nagement,  is  a  gross  farce,  and 
might  produce  bad  effects.  I  in- 


176  ANNUAL  R  E  G I S  T  E  R. 


vite  you,  in  consequence,  to  change 
the  performance,  and  substitute  a 
less  indecent  piece.  Receive,  &c. 
&c. — -Prefect  of  police. 

G.  de  Lavau.” 

18.  Fire  at  Amsterdam.— 
At  noon,  one  of  the  most  dreadful 
fires  broke  out  that  had  happened 
in  Amsterdam  for  many  years. 
The  new  Lutheran  church,  on  the 
north-east  side  of  the  Singel,  v/as 
burnt  down,  together  with  some  of 
the  adjacent  buildings.  The 
church  was  observed  to  be  on  fire 
about  half-past  one,  and  a  little 
after  two  it  was  all  in  flames.  The 
heat  was  so  great,  that  all  efforts 
to  save  the  nearest  houses  were 
necessarily  renounced.  It  was  felt 
at  the  distance  of  two  streets  on 
the  Torensluis,  and  opposite  the 
church  it  was  insupportable,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  breadth  of  the 
Singel.  The  sight  of  the  lofty 
cupola  in  flames  was  sublime.  The 
copper  which  covered  it,  and  which 
flew  in  large  sheets  through  the 
air,  coloured  the  flames  with  va¬ 
rying  tints  of  blue  and  green, 
which  were  speedily  mingled  with 
the  brighter  flames  of  the  ardent 
spirit,  and  the  dark  yellow  smoke 
of  the  oil  with  which  the  adjacent 
warehouses  were  filled.  The  fire 
commenced  in  the  church  itself, 
on  the  roof  of  which  some  repairs 
were  carrying  on,  and  not  in  one 
of  the  neighbouring  warehouses. 
On  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
fire,  and  the  falling  sparks,  the 
vessels  nearest  the  Singel,  over 
which  a  very  strong  east  wind  for¬ 
tunately  drove  the  thick  smoke, 
had  to  remove  to  another  place  ; 
but  none  of  them  received  much 
damage. 

The  fine  church  thus  destroyed, 
and  of  which  little  remains  but 
the  wall  round  it,  which  is  10  feet 
thick,  was  erected  in  the  years 
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1678,  1681,  chiefly  by  voluntary 
donations. 

The  fine  dome  was  built  on  the 
model  of  that  of  St.  Peter’s  at 
Rome,  and,  as  well  as  a  semi-cir¬ 
cular  building  adjoining,  was 
covered  with  plates  of  copper, 
brought  from  Sweden  duty  free, 
by  permission  of  king  Charles  XI. 

Middlesex  Sessions.— Charge 
of  Conspiracy. 1 —  Thomas  Cook, 
James  Harrison,  and  John  Con¬ 
nell,  were  indicted  for  conspiring 
to  accuse  Thomas  Jay  of  a  felony, 
in  stealing  from  a  person  unknown, 
a  watch  and  key. 

Thomas  Jay,  one  of  the  king’s 
postillions,  was  tried  for  the 
felony  at  the  last  Old  Bailey 
sessions,  and  acquitted.  The 
three  defendants  now  indicted 
were  witnesses  against  the  lad, 
and  by  their  evidence  at  Bow- 
street,  obtained  his  commitment  for 
trial. 

Mr.  Alley,  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  called  the  following 
witnesses  to  substantiate  his  case  : 

Thomas  Jay  stated,  that  he  was 
one  of  his  Majesty’s  postillions, 
and  was  at  Carlton-house  on  the 
night  when  the  king  went  to 
Drury-lane  theatre.  He  was  not 
on  duty,  and  was  in  a  postillion’s 
undress,  wearing  a  plain  grey  coat. 
After  his  Majesty  had  gone  to  the 
theatre,  witness,  with  some  of  his 
fellow-servants,  followed  the  car¬ 
riages,  and  arrived  at  Drury-Lane 
at  about  half-past  seven.  A  ser¬ 
vant  of  the  name  of  James  Smith, 
and  another  named  Samuel  Ber¬ 
wick  were  with  him,  and  attended 
to  the  horses  when  necessary. 
About  ten  o’clock,  he  went  to  a 
public-house  opposite  to  the  theatre, 
and  had  some  ham  and  beer.  Soon 
afterwards  he  understood  the  king 
was  about  to  leave  the  theatre, 
and  he  assisted  in  bearing  up  the 
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horses.  The  carriages  had  scarcely 
driven  off,  and  he  had  hardly 
gotten  into  the  crowd,  before  Gook 
came  up  and  took  him  into  cus¬ 
tody.  Harrison  and  Connell  im¬ 
mediately  joined  Gook,  and  took 
him  to  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  pub¬ 
lic-house.  They  charged  him  with 
picking  pockets.  He  had  never 
attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
They  searched  him,  and  found  in 
his  pockets  a  crown-piece,  a  half- 
crown,  a  pocket-handkerchief,  and 
a  small  key.  The  wages  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  Majesty  were  a 
guinea  per  week,  and  he  found 
them  amply  sufficient.  He  was 
afterwards  taken  to  Covent-garden- 
watch-house.  Gook  told  the  watch- 
house  keeper,  that  he  had  brought 
a  notorious  character  and  pick¬ 
pocket.  The  watch-house-keeper 
answered,  “  surely  that  cannot  be.” 
Witness  remained  in  the  watch- 
house  all  night,  and  the  next  day 
was  taken  before  sir  Richard 
Birnie,  at  Bow-street.  Ultimately, 
he  was  committed  for  trial,  and 
was  tried  and  acquitted  at  the  Old 
Bailey  sessions.  The  three  de¬ 
fendants  appeared  as  witnesses 
against  him.  He  was  subsequently 
set  at  large. 

James  Smith,  one  of  the  king’s 
stable-keepers,  deposed,  that  he  ac¬ 
companied  Jay  on  the  night  in 
question  to  Drury-lane.  Witness 
conversed  with  him  occasionally, 
and  Jay  frequently  mounted  the 
coach-box  of  one  of  the  carriages. 
Witness  left  the  theatre  at  about 
half-past  eight  o’clock.  He  did  not 
see  Jay  attempt  to  do  any  thing 
wrong  that  night. 

Cross-examined. — There  was  a 
great  crowd  at  Drury-lane  on  that 
night.  He  stayed  no  later  than  half¬ 
past  eight,  and  then  went  home. 

Robert  Duke,  one  of  the  Bow- 
Vol.  LXIV. 


street  patroles,  saw  Jay  when  he 
was  brought  into  the  Bunch  of 
Grapes  public-house,  and  was  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  examination  at  Bow- 
street.  Two  or  three  nights  after 
the  transaction,  Gook  and  Connell 
were  in  a  public-house  in  company 
with  a  notorious  thief,  who  went 
by  the  slang  name  of  col.  Barton. 
Witness  was  present,  and  heard 
them  talking  about  the  affair  of 
Jay.  Gook  offered  to  lay  a  wager 
of  two  to  one  that  Jay  would  be 
convicted,  and  said  it  was  a  very 
clear  case. 

Cross-examined. — This  conver¬ 
sation  took  place  at  a  public-house 
near  Leicester-square.  He  could 
not  positively  swear  on  what  night 
it  took  place.  It  was  two  or  three 
nights  after  Jay’s  examination,  and 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  Gooks  brother  was  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  time,  and  one  of  the 
patroles  of  St.  James’s.  It  was 
about  9  or  10  o’clock  at  night. 

Francis  Holy  lands  was  also  one 
of  the  Bow-street  patrol,  and  had 
been  so  for  nearly  four  years.  He 
remembered  the  examination  of 
Jay  at  Bow-street.  Previously  to 
this  examination,  and  in  one  of 
the  outer  offices,  the  three  defend¬ 
ants  were  together.  There  were 
a  great  many  people  in  the  office 
at  the  time.  One  of  the  defend-1 
ants  said,  that  it  was  a  very 
strong  case,  and  he  added  “  if  the 
swells  do  not  come  forward  and 
settle  the  business,  we  shall  lag 
him.”  Witness  told  the  circum¬ 
stance  to  Mr.  Woods,  the  clerk  of 
the  office. 

Cross-examined.  —  He  never 
mentioned  the  circumstance  to  sir 
Richard  Birnie,  and  never  went 
before  the  grand  jury  to  tell  the 
story.  He  was,  he  believed,  in 
the  country  at  the  time,  at  Fgham,, 
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or  Staines.  Observing  that  Mr. 
Parkins  had  taken  up  the  business, 
he  mentioned  the  fact  to  him. 

James  Pike,  a  publican  keeping 
the  Harp  in  Russell-street,  proved, 
that  he  saw  Jay  on  the  night  in 
question,  with  the  first  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  coaches.  Witness  was  taking 
some  porter  to  the  two-shilling-gal¬ 
lery  at  the  time.  Jay  was  seated 
on  the  coacli-box.  At  a  little  after 
10,  Jay  came  into  his  public-house 
to  have  a  plate  of  ham.  He  ate  it, 
and  drank  with  one  of  his  fellow- 
servants.  He  saw  Jay  nearly  up 
to  the  last  minute  when  the  king 
left  the  theatre,  and  saw  him 
taking  the  clothes  off  the  horses ; 
but  observed  nothing  improper  in 
his  conduct. 

Examined  by  the  Court.-— About 
10  minutes  afterwards  the  king 
came  out  ;  and  he  saw  nothing 
more  of  him. 

William  Nettleton  had  been  a 
parish  constable  of  St.  Martin’s 
for  17  years,  and  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  had  been  in  the  constant  habit 
of  attending  Drury-lane  theatre. 
He  was  there  on  the  night  in  ques¬ 
tion.  He  was  always  extremely 
vigilant  in  looking  after  thieves, 
and  saw  nothing  of  Jay’s  picking 
pockets.  The  probability  was, 
that  if  he  had  done  it,  he  should 
have  seen  it. 

Cross-examined. — His  duty  was 
both  in  and  out  of  the  house,  to 
keep  peace. 

The  witness  Thomas  Jay  was 
now  called  into  the  box,  and  cross- 
examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus.-— He 
had  been  about  a  year  and  a  half 
in  the  king’s  service  before  this 
affair  happened. .  He  was  not  now 
in  his  Majesty’s  service,  nor  in  any 
other;  but  was  supported  by  his 
father  and  mother,  and  partly  by 
his  aunt.  He  could  read  and 


write.  He  could  not  recollect, 
whether  he  had  written  a  letter 
to  the  Morning  Post. 

Have  you  within  this  last  week 
written  a  letter  to  the  Morning 
Post  ? — I  cannot  recollect. 

The  chairman  desired  the  wit¬ 
ness  to  recollect  himself  and  to  be 
on  his  guard.  The  question  was 
repeated,  and  the  witness  answered, 
“  I  think  a  letter  was  written  to 
the  Morning  Post.” 

Cross-examination  continued  by 
Mr.  Adolphus — Was  it  within  the 
last  week  ? — I  think  it  was. 

And  written  by  yourself  ?  — 
Yes. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  trial? 

Mr.  Alley  objected  to  this  ques¬ 
tion,  and  it  was  waived. 

The  witness  said,  he  did  write 
the  letter,  and  thought  it  had  been 
inserted  in  the  paper.  He  saw  it 
in  the  paper  the  morning  after  it 
was  printed.  He  could  not  tell, 
whether  he  saw  it  on  Saturday 
last,  September  7th,  or  not.  He 
thought  it  might  be  thereabouts. 
It  was  before  Sunday  he  saw  it. 

Who  told  you  to  write  the  letter  ? 
—I  wrote  it  myself. 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  no  one 
told  you  to  write  it  ?— I  wrote  it 
myself. 

Did  no  one  give  you  the  words- 
and  form  of  it  ?-— No,  I  wrote  it 
myself,  and  had  nobody  to  help 
me.  Before  I  sent  it,  I  told  Mr. 
Parkins  I  intended  to  send  it. 

Oh,  you  did,  did  you  ?  and  did 
Mr.  Parkins  tell  you  also,  that  he 
had  expended  12/.  for  you  ? — He 
might  have  spent  it  for  me,  for 
any  thing  I  know. 

Did  he  tell  you  he  had  spent  it? 
—I  know  nothing  but  what  I  can 
prove. 

How  came  you  to  send  the 
letter  to  the  Morning  Post  ?— It 
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was  by  my  own  thought  that  I 

sent  it. 

Have  you  received  any  subscrip¬ 
tion  in  consequence  ?-— That  is  best 
known  to  myself. 

Have  you  received  any  money 
to  carry  on  this  prosecution  ?— 
What  I  get  I  shall  not  tell. 

By  the  Court. — Have  you  re¬ 
ceived  any  ? — I  have. 

The  letter  sent  to  the  Morning 
Post  was  here  produced,  and 
shown  to  witness.  He  was  then 
asked  who  wrote  that  letter. — A 
friend  of  mine,  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Harrison. 

How  came  you  just  now  to  say, 
that  you  wrote  it  yourself,  and  of 
your  own  suggestion  ? — I  said, 
it  was  through  me  that  it  was 
written.  I  signed  my  name  to  it, 
and  it  was  through  me  that  it  was 
written.  He  did  not  know  who 
Mr.  Harrison  was.  He  saw  Mr. 
Harrison  write  the  letter  in  Mr. 
Parkins’s  office  at  No.  16,  Bridge- 
street,  He  never  saw  Mr.  Har¬ 
rison  before,  nor  since  he  wrote 
the  letter. 

Did  you  not  say  just  now  that 
this  Mr.  Harrison  was  your  friend? 
—-No,  sir. 

You  did  not  say  so  ? — He  was  a 
friend  of  mine,  because  he  wrote 
this  letter  for  me.  He  knew  Mr. 
Harrison  was  not  in  Mr.  Parkins’s 
employment.  He  first  saw  him  in 
Mr.  Parkins’s  office,  but  Mr.  Par¬ 
kins  was  not  there  at  the  time. 
He  knew  Mr.  Parkins  had  written 
some  letters  to  the  papers,  because 
he  had  sometimes  taken  them, 
some  before,  and  some  after  the 
trial.  His  Majesty  owed  witness 
now  a  balance  for  wages ;  but  he 
did  not  know  how  much.  On 
the  occasion  in  question  he  was 
in  an  undress  suit.  When  taken, 
he  never  offered  the  officers  the 
money  in  his  pockets  to  let  him 


go  again.  When  searched,  there 
were  a  great  many  people  in  the 
public-house. 

Re-examined.— He  was  not  yet 
dismissed  from  his  Majesty’s  ser¬ 
vice  ;  his  discharge  was  not  signed. 

William  Woods,  clerk  to  the 
magistrates  at  Bow-street,  produc¬ 
ed  the  examination  of  the  defend¬ 
ants  against  Jay,  on  Thursday, 
l6th  of  May.  He  read  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  each  from  the  minutes 
taken  at  the  time. 

Cross-examined.  —  Holylands, 
one  of  the  witnesses  now  examin¬ 
ed,  told  him  at  Bow-street,  some¬ 
thing  about  swells  which  one  of 
the  defendants  had  said,  but  he 
did  not  remember  the  conversa¬ 
tion.  Witness  said,  he  should  not 
mention  it  to  sir  Richard  Birnie, 
but  that  he  (Holylands)  might  do 
as  he  pleased.  There  was  one 
gentleman  in  the  office,  who  said 
he  had  lost  his  watch  in  the  crowd 
on  the  night  in  question. 

A  certificate  of  the  acquittal  of 
Thomas  Jay  at  the  Old  Bailey 
sessions,  signed  by  Mr.  Shelton, 
the  clerk  of  the  arraigns,  was  put 
in  by  Mr.  Alley  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Adolphus  objected  to  its 
being  received  as  evidence. 

The  Court  thought  it  was  unne¬ 
cessary  under  this  indictment  to 
produce  the  instrument,  and  it 
was  accordingly  withdrawn.  Here 
the  case  for  the  prosecution  was 
concluded. 

Mr.  Adolphus  now  addressed  the 
jury  at  considerable  length  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  and  called 
witnesses  to  their  characters. 

The  chairman  summed  up  to  the 
jury.  He  thought,  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  a  conspiracy  was 
light.  The  evidence  of  Duke  and 
Holylands,  he  thought,  bore  in  a 
very  slight  degree  against  the  de¬ 
fendants,  when  properly  consider- 
N  2 


ISO 


ANNUAL  REGISTER.  [1832, 


ed.  With  respect  to  the  witness 
Jay,  he  had  certainly  fenced  with 
the  subject,  but  had  at  length  de¬ 
clared  the  truth.  The  jury  would 
take  the  whole  facts  into  their  con¬ 
sideration,  and  would,  no  doubt, 
give  them  their  due  weight. 

The  jury  retired  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  returned  a 
verdict  of  Not  Guilty  against  all 
the  defendants. 

The  trial  lasted  about  five  hours. 

22.  Paris.  —  Execution  of  the 
Rochelle  Conspirators. — About  11 
o’clock  the  walls  of  the  different 
public  buildings  were  covered  with 
the  “  Arret  de  la  Cour  Royale  de 
Paris,”  announcing  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  Bories,  Pomier,  Goubin, 
and  Raoulx,  four  sub-ofBcers  (ser- 
jeants  and  serjeant-majors)  of  the 
45th  regiment  of  the  line,  for  con¬ 
spiracy,  treason,  &c.  Almost  at 
the  same  moment,  and  simul¬ 
taneously  through  the  entire  of  the 
city  of  Paris,  the  same  arret,  add¬ 
ing  “  that  it  would  be  carried  into 
execution  on  that  day  at  the  Place 
de  Greve,”  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  hawkers,  who  cried  it  about 
the  streets. 

Up  to  two  o’clock,  half  a  dozen 
mounted  gendarmes  were  the  only 
military  on  duty  in  the  Place  de 
Greve ;  but  strong  detachments  of 
the  same  description  of  force,  horse 
and  foot,  were  posted  at  all  the 
commanding  points  in  that  quarter. 
In  the  Place  du  Chatelet  particu¬ 
larly,  a  numerous  body  was  drawn 
up.  The  people  were  crowding 
towards  the  place  of  execution. 
No  symptoms  of  sympathy  for  the 
miser ables  struck  the  eye.  In  a 
cafe,  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
guillotine,  officers  were  playing  at 
billiards,  the  shops  were  open— the 
passengers  were  laughing  and  enj  ey¬ 
ing  themselves — showmen  were 
exhibiting — and  low  gaming  was 


going  on.  A  great  crowd  had  as¬ 
sembled  round  the  prison  of  the 
Conciergerie,  to  which  the  con¬ 
demned  had  been  removed,  between 
five  and  six  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  under  a  guard  of  fifty  mount¬ 
ed  gendarmes.  On  their  reaching 
that,  their  last  abode  here,  they 
were  placed  in  a  chamber  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  condemned  cells 
attached  to  English  gaols  ;  it  being 
weU  furnished,  and  containing  a 
clock  that  strikes  the  quarters, 
and  consequently  intimates  inces¬ 
santly  to  its  unhappy  tenants 
that  their  moments,  already  num¬ 
bered,  are  fast  expiring.  Yet  nei¬ 
ther  that  circumstance,  nor  the 
presence  and  unwearied  exertions 
and  exhortations  of  the  clergymen 
by  whom  they  were  attended,  pro¬ 
duced  any  effect  upon  the  con¬ 
demned  men.  They  are  said  to 
have  been  all  of  good  families ; 
more  particularly  Bories  and 
Raoulx.  In  the  course  of  the 
morning,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
criminal  court  of  Paris  had  an  in¬ 
terview  with  them,  which  lasted 
nearly  two  hours :  doubtless  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  procure  from  them 
some  information  respecting  the 
plot  for  which  they  were  to  suffer,  or 
that  to  favour  their  escape  from  the 
Bicetre,  which  had  been  detected* 
According  to  general  belief,  they 
gave  not  the  slightest  information 
respecting  either.  From  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  conviction,  up  to  that 
of  their  quitting  the  Conciergerie 
for  the  place  of  execution,  they  ma¬ 
nifested  constantly  the  same  levity, 
or  rather  volatility,  accompanied 
by  allusions  to  their  unhappy  fate* 
About  two  o’clock  five  hundred 
soldiers  of  different  regiments 
marched  into  the  place,  preceded 
by  drums,  and  formed  a  square. 
Numbers  of  mounted  gendarmes 
issued  from  under  the  porch  of  the 


CHRONICLE. 


181 


Sept.] 


Hotel  de  Ville  (or  Mansion-house), 
which  is  in  the  centre  of  the 
eastern  side  of  the  place.  The  only- 
persons  allowed  to  remain  near  the 
guillotine,  except  the  executioner 
and  his  assistants,  were  the  people 
who  crowded  the  foot- way  by  the 
front  of  it ;  on  the  edge  of  which, 
and  within  two  yards  of  the 
scaffold,  sat  a  number  of  women, 
although  aware  that  they  would 
be  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the 
condemned  at  the  moment  of  exe¬ 
cution  !  About  half-past  2  o'clock, 
the  two  waggons  left  the  Place  de 
Greve  for  the  Conciergerie,  under 
an  escort  of  gendarmerie.  The 
executioner  (a  tall,  elderly,  decent 
looking  man,  wearing  a  fashion¬ 
able  blue  silk  handkerchief  on  his 
neck,  and  a  black  straw  hat)  fol¬ 
lowed,  leaving  behind  him  a  small, 
rough,  white  dog,  called  a  barbe , 
who  took  his  post  on  the  scaffold 
at  the  top  of  the  ladder.  The  ani¬ 
mal  appeared  as  watchful  as  those 
dogs  which  are  seen  on  waggons  in 
London.  The  crowd  continued 
incessantly  to  increase,  and  new 
bodies  of  the  gendarmerie  traversed 
the  place.  About  fifty  of  the 
gendarmes  d’elite  finally  marched 
in,  and  remained  stationed  near 
the  scaffold.  The  usual  amuse¬ 
ments  of  a  mob  went  on.  Four 
o’clock  at  length  arrived,  and 
there  being  no  appearance  of  the 
sad  cavalcade,  the  hopes  and  doubts 
of  the  spectators  were  excited. 
Five  o’clock  struck,  and  yet  they 
had  not  arrived.  At  that  moment 
the  coup  d’ceil  was  strikingly  awful. 
The  whole  area  of  the  Place  de 
Greve,  and  the  Quai  de  Greve 
was  filled  by  a  dense  crowd,  in¬ 
capable  of  increase.  So  irresistible 
was  the  force  produced  by  the 
slightest  motion,  that  the  soldiers 
tvere  momentarily  compelled  to 


give  way,  and  the  hollow  square 
became  gradually  contracted.  The 
windows  and  tops  of  all  the  houses 
within  view — the  quays  opposite — 
the  Ponts  d’Elite  and  de  Marie,  even 
the  towers  of  the  church  of  Notre 
Dame,  in  the  distance,  were  crowd¬ 
ed  to  overflowing.  A  movement 
amongst  those  who  had  a  view  of 
the  Quay  Pelletier  announced  the 
approach  of  the  fatal  cortege,  but 
the  spectators  continued  encourag¬ 
ing  the  Savoyards,  by  shouts, 
plaudits,  and  clapping  of  hands. 

Precisely  as  the  clock  of  the 
Hotel  de  Ville  struck  a  quarter 
past  five,  the  first  gendarmes, 
forming  the  escort  of  the  con¬ 
demned,  entered  the  Place  de 
Greve ;  a  universal  cry  of  "  hats 
off”  took  place — all  heads  were 
uncovered.  The  two  waggons  in 
succession  appeared;  in  the  first 
was  the  executioner,  the  prisoners 
Bories,  Goubin,  and  two  clergy¬ 
men  ;  in  the  second  were  Raoulx 
and  Pomier,  each  also  attended  by 
a  clergyman.  The  prisoners  sat 
on  boards  placed  across  in  the 
waggons,  and  beside  each  a  priest 
with  a  crucifix  in  his  hand,  who 
seemed  apparently  most  anxious  to 
impress  their  unhappy  charges  with 
some  sense  of  religion,  but  most 
certainly  without  a  particle  of 
success.  During  the  whole  line 
of  march  from  the  Conciergerie  to 
the  Place  de  Greve,  the  prisoners 
had  never  attended  to  the  priests 
for  an  instant.  They  looked  round 
them  incessantly,  acknowledged 
acquaintances  in  the  crowd,  made 
loud  remarks  to  each  other;  and 
Bories  and  Goubin  repeatedly  ad¬ 
dressed  the  people,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  efforts  of  the  priests  and 
the  gendarmes  to  restrain  them. 
Arrived  at  the  scaffold,  the  same 
spirit  continued  to  animate  them. 
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up  to  their  last  breath.  Bories 
sat  next  to  the  horses  in  the  first 
waggon,  having  been  first  brought 
out  of  the  Conciergerie.  He  alone 
wore  a  regimental  jacket,  or  any 
thing  militaire.  In  common  with 
his  unfortunate  associates,  he  had 
no  hat  nor  cravat,  and  the  collars 
of  their  shirts  were  loose  and  open. 
The  waggons  advanced  at  a  smart 
walk,  and  halted  at  the  foot  of  the 
scaffold.  The  instant  the  waggon 
reached  the  scaffold,  the  execu¬ 
tioner  descended,  went  up  to  the 
guillotine,  and  arranged  a  cord. 
All  the  prisoners  rose,  threw  a 
hasty  glance  round  them,  made 
some  remarks  loudly  to  each  other, 
and  prepared,  in  a  hurried  manner, 
to  quit  the  waggons.  Their  hands 
were  tied  behind  their  backs.  The 
confessor  of  Bories  appeared  to 
inform  him,  that  it  was  his  unfor¬ 
tunate  companion  who  was  to  have 
the  fatal  precedence,  and  to  en¬ 
treat  him  to  be  calm  and  resigned. 
Bories,  with  a  gesture  of  impatient 
acquiescence,  sat  down,  and  Goubin 
sprang  from  the  waggon.  All 
were  then  permitted  to  descend. 
A  gentleman  connected  with  the 
ministry  of  justice  now  advanced 
to  Goubin  and  Bories.  He  made 
a  last  appeal  to  the  condemned. 
The  priests  redoubled  their  en¬ 
treaties  and  exertions,  but  without 
effect ;  for  those  unfortunate  young 
men  appeared  to  have  no  other 
feeling,  than  that  they  were  brought 
there  to  suffer,  and  that  to  have  it 
over  suddenly  and  expeditiously 
was  the  only  thing  desirable. 
Goubin  addressed  his  companions, 
and  was  either  replied  to,  or  ad¬ 
dressed  in  the  same  tone,  by 
Raoulx,  who  stood  furthest  from 
him ;  the  clergyman  in  attendance 
upon  him  appeared  shocked,  and 
remonstrated  with  him.  Raoulx 
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turned  his  back,  and  walked  about 
with  an  air  of  contemptuous  and 
constrained  submission.  They  con¬ 
tinued  to  talk  loudly,  always  turn¬ 
ing  away  with  impatience  from 
the  clergyman,  who,  with  the  gen¬ 
tleman  already  mentioned,  seemed 
at  length  to  express  despair.  A 
little  bustle  occurred — Goubin  flew 
up  the  steps  of  the  scaffold-— he 
was  instantly  seized  by  the  exe¬ 
cutioner  and  his  assistants — bound 
to  the  plank — shouted  “  Vive  la 
Liberte”"— was  thrown  down — and 
a  general  groan  from  150,000  peo¬ 
ple  announced,  that  he  had  ceased 
to  live.  Raoulx  exchanged  a  sig¬ 
nificant  smile  with  Bories,  a  mixed 
expression  of  sympathy  and  con¬ 
gratulation.  Pomier  ascended  next 
with  cheerfulness,  although  not  so 
animated  as  Goubin ;  afterwards 
Raoulx.  He  wore  very  long 
whiskers,  and  was  deemed  a  most 
intelligent  and  respectable  young 
man ;  he  was  the  only  one  who 
seemed  to  possess  sang  froid  ;  the 
others  looked  and  acted  as  if  nerv¬ 
ously  excited.  Finally  Bories  as¬ 
cended  :  he  was  seized  like  the 
others  by  the  executioner,  and  all 
was  over. 

From  the  moment  of  the  arrival 
of  the  cavalcade  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Place  de  Greve,  only  seven 
minutes  had  elapsed,  and  Bories, 
Goubin,  Raoulx,  and  Pomier  were 
dead.  The  priests  were  departing 
—the  crowd  separating — the  wo¬ 
men,  unmoved  to  tears,  were 
making  observations  on  the  bloody 
scene— the  executioner  and  his  men 
were  busied  in  disposing  of  the 
mangled  bodies,  and  in  dismantling 
the  guillotine ;  water  was  poured 
profusely  on  the  blood-stained  pave¬ 
ment  ;  the  soldiers  prepared  to 
march :  in  short,  at  35  minutes 
past  5  o’clock,  the  troops  defiled. 
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with  drums  beating,  and  few  re¬ 
mained  near  the  scaffold,  save  the 
gendarmes. 

23.  Case  of  Fraudulent  Ab- 
duction. — -'Petris — The  sitting  of 
the  Court  of  Assize  was  occupied 
with  a  case  of  abduction  of  a 
minor,  the  only  daughter  of  an 
upholsterer  who  has  some  pro¬ 
perty,  by  a  young  man,  author  of 
several  publications,  who  confessed 
that  he  had  no  means  of  subsist¬ 
ence,  except  his  salary  as  a  co¬ 
adjutor  in  a  new  journal,  called 
“  Le  Pilote.”  Peter  Barthelemi, 
the  accused,  was  11  or  12  years 
older  than  the  girl,  who  was  said 
to  be  17  J  and  though  he  was  far 
from  being  disagreeable  in  the 
face,  yet  he  was  short  and  lame, 
and  compelled  to  use  a  stump 
foot  and  a  cane. 

The  indictment  and  depositions 
showed  the  manner  in  which  their 
intimacy  had  been  formed.  Bar¬ 
thelemi  frequently  followed  the 
girl  in  the  streets,  as  she  proceeded 
from  her  father  s  house  to  a  board¬ 
ing-school,  accompanied  by  a  female 
servant.  He  soon  found  means  of 
speaking  to  her,  and  offered  to 
lend  her  books :  the  first  works  he 
lent  her  were  treatises  on  educa¬ 
tion  and  mythology.  Some  time 
afterwards  he  put  into  her  hands 
the  first  volume  of  the  “  New 
Heloise,”  and  refused  to  lend  her 
the  second.  He  was  willing 
enough  to  show  her  the  heroine 
Julia,  in  a  state  of  guilt,  but  not 
in  her  state  of  repentance.  It  was 
stated,  that  Elizabeth  Florence  (the 
name  of  his  young  victim)  hesi¬ 
tated  about  finishing  the  first  vo¬ 
lume:  she  was  checked  by  that 
remarkable  expression  in  the  pre¬ 
face — te  She,  who,  in  spite  of  the 
title  of  this  book,  shall  venture  to 
read  a  single  page  of  it,  is  a  lost 
girl.”  Yet,  she  added,  here  I  am 


at  the  110th  page,  and  I  am  not 
lost.  Barthelemi  answered,  that 
this  danger  concerned  only  weak 
minds,  and  that  she  might  continue 
her  perusal  of  the  book.  In  a 
letter,  written  to  the  object  of  his 
seduction,  Barthelemi  discovered 
his  plan  of  carrying  her  off.  He 
threatened  the  most  desperate  ex¬ 
cesses  ;  asserted  that  suicide  was 
no  crime  ;  and  announced  his  im¬ 
mediate  departure  for  Barcelona, 
where  he  would  go  to  brave  the 
yellow  fever.  Elizabeth  was  alarm¬ 
ed;  Barthelemi  changed  his  plan 
of  travelling  into  Spain  for  a 
voyage  to  England,  and,  by  de¬ 
grees,  induced  her  to  consent  to 
accompany  him ;  she  joined  him, 
but  they  never  left  Paris.  At 
length  her  father  discovered  the 
place  of  her  retreat,  and  she  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  convent  of  the  Dames 
de  St.  Michel,  by  authority  of  the 
president  of  the  civil  court.  Bar¬ 
thelemi  wrote  a  threatening  letter 
to  the  father,  in  which  he  re¬ 
proached  him  with  being  the 
tyrant,  the  gaoler,  and  the  execu¬ 
tioner  of  his  daughter,  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  a  line  of  poetry — « 

44  A  right  is  lost  whene’er  it  is  abused.” 

In  defence,  he  pleaded  the  vio¬ 
lent  passion  with  which  his  victim 
had  inspired  him,  and  his  purpose, 
which  he  had  never  relinquished, 
of  marrying  her ;  but  the  father 
did  not  choose  this  mode  of  repara¬ 
tion,  which  would  only  secure  to 
the  ravisher  the  prey  which  he 
had  seized.  He  therefore  pro¬ 
ceeded  against  him  at  law. 

On  the  opening  of  the  court, 
Elizabeth  was  brought  in  by  the 
son-in-law  of  M.  le  Bon,  her  fa¬ 
ther’s  advocate.  Her  walk  was 
tottering,  her  countenance  con¬ 
fused,  and  a  long  black  veil  co¬ 
vered  her  features,  which,  however* 
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were  discerned  to  be  lovely  and 
regular.  Her  looks  appeared  to 
•shun  those  of  Barthelemi.  After 
the  reading  of  the  indictment  in 
the  presence  of  a  numerous  audi¬ 
tory,  the  advocate-general,  de  Broe, 
demanded,  on  the  ground  of  public 
decency,  that  the  case  should  be 
investigated  with  closed  doors.  The 
court  accordingly  was  cleared,  but 
several  persons  were  allowed  to 
remain.  After  hearing  the  different 
.advocates,  the  public  was  again 
admitted,  and  the  president  summed 
up.  The  audience  then  learnt,  that 
there  was  a  considerable  difficulty 
in  the  case,  arising  from  the  im¬ 
perfect  wording  of  the  articles  354 
and  356  of  the  penal  code.  The 
defendant’s"  advocate  maintained, 
that  the  minor,  being  more  than 
16,  and  having  voluntarily  accom¬ 
panied  her  seducer,  a  case  of  fraud, 
as  provided  against  in  the  article 
354,  was  not  made  out.  The  jury 
accordingly  on  that  ground  found 
Barthelemi.— -Not  Guilty. 

Prince  Hohenlohe.  —  The 
following  letter  appeared  in  a  pam¬ 
phlet  lately  published  in  Dublin. 
It  was  addressed  to  the  publisher 
by  William  Talbot,  esq.,  of  Castle 
Talbot,  county  of  Wexford 

“  Dublin,  Sept.  21. 

“  On  my  return  from  the  con¬ 
tinent,  finding  that  you  are  on  the 
point  of  giving  a  new  edition  of 
the  Letters  lately  published  by 
Keating  and  Brown,  containing 
accounts  of  some  miraculous  cures 
effected  in  various  parts  of  Ger¬ 
many,  through  the  prayers  of  his 
highness  the  rev.  Alexander,  prince 
of  Hohenlohe,  dean  of  Bamberg, 
See.,  I  deem  it  right  and  conducive 
to  the  greater  glory  of  Almighty 
God,  to  state  the  following,  which 
occurred  on  the  22nd  of  May  last, 
in  the  presence  of  John  Talbot, 
esq.,  nephew  and  heir  of  the  right 


hon.  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and 
his  lady,  in  his  highness’s  own 
palace  of  Bamberg,  as  related  to 
me  by  them  at  Brussels,  in  the 
month  of  June  last.  The  fact  is 
as  follows 

“  During  a  visit  paid  to  his 
highness  on  the  day  above-men¬ 
tioned,  a  woman,  labouring  under 
a  deafness,  which  had  baffled  the 
best  medical  assistance  in  Ger¬ 
many,  was  perfectly  and  instantly 
cured  on  the  prince  only  saying  a 
prayer  over  her,  to  the  astonish¬ 
ment  of  all  present ;  a  proof  of 
which  was,  her  replying  to  ques¬ 
tions  put  in  the  lowest  tone  of 
voice  at  the  extremity  of  a  very 
long  gallery  of  the  palace,  not 
only  by  the  prince  himself,  but  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbot,  and  other 
company  who  were  in  the  room  at 
the  time. 

sc  A  lady  of  high  rank  in 
France,  and  who  had  travelled  360 
miles  to  see  his  highness,  had  been 
instantly  cured  on  the  preceding 
day  of  an  ulcer  in  her  face,  by  the 
imposition  of  his  hands,  as  she 
related  it  herself  to  Mrs.  Talbot. 
In  fine,  I  should  never  end,  were 
I  to  relate  the  various  Avonders 
wrought,  under  God,  by  this  most 
holy  and  amiable  ecclesiastic,  who 
is  but  in  his  29th  year,  and  in  his 
own  person  an  invincible  proof 
that  the  holy  Catholic,  Apostolic, 
and  Roman  Church  is  the  true 
one  of  Christ,  renewing,  as  he  does 
so  frequently,  the  miracles  of  our 
blessed  Saviour  and  his  apostles. 

“  Over  his  bed  hangs  the  iden¬ 
tical  crucifix  used  by  the  great  St. 
Francis  Xavier,  in  the  Indies,  a 
present  from  his  holiness  Pius  the 
Vllth.  The  above  defies  the  en¬ 
venomed  pen  of  Middleton  : — 

u  Mirabilis  Beus  in  sanctis  sui$. 

f<r  By  three  sermons  preached 
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by  him  at  Nuremberg,  above  200 
Lutherans  were  converted  to  the 
Catholic  faith.  In  fact,  the  con¬ 
versions  of  Protestants  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  and  Germany,  since  that 
of  the  learned  Mr.  Haller,  are 
more  numerous  than  ever ;  they 
are  really  conversions  from  Deism 
to  Christianity,  most  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  divines  having,  in  their  mo¬ 
dern  works,  rejected  revelation. 

“  Allow  me  also  to  state,  that 
a  learned  professor  of  Geneva,  who 
had  been  appointed  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Haller,  has,  after  spending  three 
months  in  collating  the  Scriptures 
and  fathers  for  that  purpose,  be¬ 
come  himself  a  Catholic,  and  since 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  your’s. 

“  William  Talbot.” 

27-  The  King’s  Postillion. — 
Thomas  Jay  was  indicted  for  at¬ 
tempting  to  steal  a  watch,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  William  Lewis  Bullen. 
There  were  other  counts  in  the 
indictment,  charging  the  defendant 
with  attempting  to  pick  the  pocket 
of  a  person  unknown,  and  also  to 
pick  the  pockets  of  divers  persons 
to  the  jurors  unknown. 

The  defendant  had  been  tried  a 
few  months  ago  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
for  picking  the  pocket  of  a  person 
unknown  and  acquitted.  Three 
persons,  Gook,  Harrison,  and  Con¬ 
nell,  who  apprehended  Jay  at 
Drury-lane  Theatre,  and  who  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  Old  Bailey,  to  give 
evidence  against  him,  were  at  the 
present  sessions  tried  for  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  charge  Jay  with  a  felony, 
and  acquitted  (see  page  176).  The 
defendant  was  now  indicted  for 
the  attempt  to  pick  a  pocket. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution 
having  been  stated  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ford,  the  following  witnesses  were 
called — 

William  Lewis  Bullen  stated. 


that  he  was  an  artificial  flower- 
maker,  and  lived  at  No.  15,  Ber- 
wick-street,  Soho.  He  saw  the 
king  go  to  Drury-lane  Theatre 
last  May.  He  saw  the  king’s  car¬ 
riage  draw  up  to  the  door  of  the 
theatre  after  the  performance,  and 
just  at  that  moment  he  felt  his 
watch  strongly  pulled  twice ,  but 
the  guard  chain  prevented  its  being 
pulled  out.  Gook,  the  officer, 
seized  the  prisoner  at  the  same 
moment,  and  said  to  witness, 
“  You’ve  lost  your  watch.”  Wit¬ 
ness  said  he  had  not,  and  went 
home  without  taking  any  further 
notice.  He  did  not  know  how 
Gook  had  since  found  him  out. 
He  believed  Gook  learnt  where  he 
lived  by  inquiring  of  a  friend  of 
his. 

Cross-examined. — He  lived  with¬ 
in  two  doors  of  Gook,  but  did  not 
know  that  at  the  time.  The  watch 
he  had  now,  was  not  the  same  as 
he  had  when  at  Drury-lane ;  nor 
were  they  the  same  seals  or  key. 
He  could  not  exactly  tell  how  long 
he  had  had  the  watch  and  seals. 
It  might  be  a  month  or  six  weeks. 

Thomas  Gook  had  been  a  con¬ 
stable  for  seven  years,  and  was  on 
duty  at  Drury-lane  on  the  night 
in  question.  He  saw  Bullen  in 
the  street,  and  observed  the  pri¬ 
soner  apparently  watching  him. 
He  then  distinctly  saw  the  prisoner 
pull  twice  at  Bullen’s  watch,  and 
by  a  third  pull  saw  it  so  far  drawn 
out  as  to  see  it  was  a  silver  watch. 
Witness  instantly  seized  the  pri¬ 
soner,  and  said  to  Bullen,  f£  You 
have  lost  your  watch  :  follow  me.” 
He  took  the  prisoner  to  the  Bunch 
of  Grapes  public-house.  Bullen 
did  not  follow  him  as  he  expected. 
He  had  found  Bullen  out  by  in¬ 
quiring  after  him  of  a  person  he 
knew  down  at  Whitechapel.  On 
searching  the  prisoner  at  the  pub- 
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lie-house,  he  found  in  his  pocket 
a  crown  piece,  a  half-crown,  and  a 
key.  The  prisoner  said  “  If  you’ll 
forgive  me  this  time,  I’ll  never  do 
it  again,”  and  offered  all  the 
money  he  had  about  him  to  let 
him  go. 

The  witness  Bullen  was  here 
called  up  again  by  one  of  the  jury, 
and  asked,  how  the  watch  was 
fastened  on  the  night  in  question. 
It  appeared  by  the  answer,  that 
the  watch  was  fastened  to  the  fob 
by  a  hook,  and  could  not  be  pulled 
out  by  taking  hold  of  the  chain 
merely. 

Gook  was  then  cross-examined. 
•—He  found  out  where  Bullen 
lived  about  a  fortnight  ago,  by  in¬ 
quiring  of  a  number  of  persons, 
first  in  Whitechapel ;  and  after 
going  round  to  many  persons,  at 
last  he  found  him  out.  Bullen 
did  live  within  two  doors  of  wit¬ 
ness’s  house  in  Noel-street ;  but 
witness  had  another  house  in  Cas¬ 
tle-street,  Leicester-square,  and 
lived  at  one  as  much  as  at  the 
other.  About  5  years  ago  he  was 
suspended  for  12  months  as  a  con¬ 
stable.  When  witness  was  prose¬ 
cuted  the  other  day  for  a  conspi¬ 
racy,  he  did  not  hear  Mr.  Alley 
say,  that  if  the  then  defendants 
would  produce  the  man  whose 
pocket  had  been  attempted  to  be 
picked,  he  would  give  up  the  pro¬ 
secution  (Mr.  Alley  certainly  did 
make  use  of  such  a  declaration  at 
the  time).  In  the  first  informa¬ 
tion  witness  gave  before  the  ma¬ 
gistrate,  he  swore  that  the  watch 
was  fastened  by  a  ribband,  and 
not  by  a  guard- chain. 

John  Connell  had  known  Gook 
for  about  six  months,  and  met  him 
between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  at 
Drury-lane  Theatre  on  the  night 
in  question.  He  saw  the  prisoner 
make  several  attempts  to  pick  poe- 
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kets,  and  told  Gook  so.  Both  of 
them  then  watched  the  prisoner, 
and  saw  him  pull  at  a  watch  three 
times.  They  took  him  to  the 
Bunch  of  Grapes  and  searched 
him.  The  prisoner  cried  very 
much,  and  begged  to  be  let  off, 
offering  all  the  money  he  had 
about  him. 

Cross-examined. — He  lived  ser¬ 
vant  with  a  Mr.  Hitcliins  in  May, 
when  his  house  was  robbed.  The 
robbers  had  never  been  discovered. 
Witness  was  discharged,  but  did 
not  know  the  reason  of  it.  Wit¬ 
ness  had  informed  the  magistrate, 
that  the  prisoner  had  confessed 
having  attempted  to  steal  the 
watch.  He  went  to  the  theatre 
from  curiosity  only. 

James  Harrison,  a  constable  of 
St.  Martin’s  parish,  corroborated 
the  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses. 
He  saw  the  prisoner  make  three 
attempts  at  a  gentleman’s  watch. 
The  last  attempt  pulled  it  out  so 
far  as  to  show,  that  it  was  a  silver 
watch. 

—  Thomson,  a  coachman  to  his 
Majesty,  proved  that  the  prisoner 
was  not  on  duty,  when  the  king 
went  to  Drury-lane  Theatre. 

Cross-examined.  —  Jay  and  se¬ 
veral  other  servants  went  there 
out  of  curiosity. 

Mr.  Alley  warmly  addressed  the 
jury  for  the  defendant,  and  dwelt 
strongly  on  the  contradictory  tes¬ 
timony  given  by  Bullen,  Gook, 
and  Harrison. 

The  jury,  without  troubling  the 
chairman  to  sum  up  the  evidence, 
found  the  defendant — Not  Guilty. 

Death  of  the  German 
Poetess,Brachmann. — Accounts 
from  Halle  give  the  following 
details  of  the  death  of  the  poetess 
Louisa  Brachmann.  She  had  lately, 
on  several  occasions,  betrayed 
marks  of  a  broken  and  diseased 
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mind,  produced  by  an  unfortunate 
attachment  to  a  young  officer,  then 
on  a  visit  to  Professor  Schilling,  at 
Breslau,  to  whose  wife  she  was 
related.  On  September  1 6,  late 
in  the  evening,  she  disappeared 
from  the  professor’s  house,  having 
no  other  clothes  on  but  her  night 
dress ;  and,  though  the  greatest 
exertions  were  made  to  trace  her, 
they  were  for  several  days  all  in 
vain.  At  length,  on  the  24th, 
her  corpse  was  found  on  the  Saale, 
not  far  from  the  Steinmuhle.  A 
heavy  stone  was  tied  to  the  left 
arm.  An  inquisition  was  held  on 
the  body,  which,  on  the  following 
day,  was  decently  buried. 

28.  Union-hall. — This  office 
was  occupied  with  the  examination 
of  a  lady,  who  had  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  dress  herself  in  the  clothes 
of  a  military  gentleman  while  he 
was  asleep. 

Mary  Palmer,  the  woman  who 
thus  distinguished  herself,  had, 
in  the  course  of  her  speculations 
in  St.  George’s-fields  on  Friday 
night,  met  with  an  officer,  who, 
being  a  little  inebriated,  had  accom¬ 
panied  her  to  her  lodgings,  where 
he  fell  asleep  in  a  very  short  time. 
As  the  hour  at  which  he  retired 
to  bed  did  not  suit  Miss  Palmer, 
she  determined  to  leave  him  to 
himself  for  a  while,  and  to  join 
her  companions  in  the  Kent-road, 
where  she  had  left  them  envying 
her  good  fortune.  She  felt  an  in¬ 
clination,  also,  to  ascertain  how 
far  they  would  be  likely  to  carry 
their  jealousy  towards  each  other, 
by  going  in  the  midst  of  them  in 
the  character  of  a  dandy.  Having 
observed  that  her  military  friend 
was  not  likely  to  cause  any  inter¬ 
ruption  to  her  plan,  she  slipped  on 
his  trowsers,  boots,  and  spurs, 
shirt,  waistcoat,  coat,  hat,  and  silk 
Jieck-kerehief,  and  sallied  out,  thus 


equipped,  in  search  of  amusement. 
Although  she  had  drank  very 
freely  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
she  was  able  to  deceive  her  old 
companions,  by  whom  she  was  soon 
surrounded  and  caressed.  After 
having,  for  some  time,  caused  a 
very  strong  feeling  of  animosity 
amongst  the  girls,  to  each  of  whom 
she  pretended  a  sudden  fondness, 
she  started  away  from  them,  and, 
calling  the  watchman,  desired  him 
to  clear  the  road  of  all  women  of 
bad  character,  upon  pain  of  being 
complained  against  before  the  ma¬ 
gistrates  the  next  morning.  The 
watchman,  alarmed  at  the  tone 
and  dashing  appearance  of  the 
person  who  gave  this  order,  pro¬ 
ceeded,  without  delay,  to  put  it 
into  execution.  So  far,  her  sport 
was  not  calculated  to  do  any  great 
mischief;  but  she  soon  began  to 
show  her  powers  of  imitation  to 
perfection,  and  was  considered  by 
numerous  spectators  to  be  the 
greatest  ruffian  they  had  ever  be¬ 
held.  Every  one  who  approached 
her  came  in  for  a  share  of  abuse, 
which  was  composed  of  oaths  and 
epithets,  that  terrified  even  the 
guardians  of  the  night.  At  length, 
they  seized  her  by  the  collar,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  her  efforts, 
lodged  her  in  the  watch-house. 
As  soon  as  she  entered  the  room, 
in  which  the  constable  sat  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  charge,  she  whispered  to 
him  that  she  was  no  man ;  and 
that  officer,  in  astonishment,  in¬ 
formed  the  watchman,  who  had 
just  described  the  prowess  of  the 
“  gentleman”  over  whom  they  had 
obtained  a  victory.  She  begged 
very  hard  to  be  permitted  to  de¬ 
part,  and  promised  never  to  offend 
again ;  but  the  constable  would 
not  listen  to  the  request,  and  she 
was  obliged  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Chambers  and  Mr.  Swabey  at  the 
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office,  in  the  clothes  in  which  she 
had  offended. 

The  defendant  begged  to  he 
forgiven,  declared  that  what  she 
had  done  she  had  done  in  a  frolic, 
when  overcome  with  drink. 

The  magistrates,  apprised  that 
she  was  not  known  as  an  old 
offender,  very  sharply  reprimanded 
her  for  the  impropriety  of  her 
conduct,  and  fined  her  5s.  for 
drunkenness. 


OCTOBER. 

French  Law.  ---  The  Sieur 
Nadin,  bookseller,  having  been 
tried  before  the  tribunal  of  correc¬ 
tional  police,  for  publishing  a  se¬ 
ditious  work,  offensive  to  the  king 
and  the  royal  family,  called  ee  Me- 
moires  de  Tchien-chean-li,  a  learned 
Mandarin,”  and  for  exercising  the 
trade  of  bookseller  without  a 
brevet,  was  found  guilty  on  the 
first  charge,  but  acquitted  on  the 
second.  The  law  of  1814,  how¬ 
ever,  requires,  that  booksellers 
should  have  brevets,  but  inflicts 
no  penalty  for  the  want  of  them. 
The  prosecutor  brought  the  case 
before  the  Royal  Court,  which 
confirmed  the  judgment  of  the 
correctional  tribunal.  He  then 
appealed  to  the  Court  of  Cassation. 
The  public  minister  referred  to  a 
regulation  of  1723,  which  inflicted 
a  penalty  of  500  francs  on  a  book¬ 
seller  trading  without  a  brevet. 
In  1791  brevets  were  suppressed ; 
but  the  public  minister  contended, 
that  the  law  of  1814,  which  re¬ 
established  brevets,  virtually  re¬ 
vived  the  regulation  of  1723.  The 
Court  of  Cassation  agreed  in  this 
opinion,  annulled  the  judgment  of 
the  Royal  Court  of  Paris,  and  re¬ 
ferred  the  case  to  the  Royal  Court 
of  Orleans. 

Union-hall.— Conviction  un¬ 


der  the  Alien  Act. — Jean  Trouil- 
lard,  a  Frenchman,  was  brought 
before  R.  J.  Chambers  and  R. 
Hedger,  esquires,  charged  with 
having  violated  t several  of  the 
penal  clauses  of  the  Alien  act.  Mr. 
Capper,  inspector  of  aliens,  stated 
that  the  alien  had  violated  the  act 
of  the  5 6th  of  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  86, 
which  enacts,  that  every  alien 
coming  to  this  country,  shall  pro¬ 
duce  a  passport  in  which  his  name 
shall  be  truly  stated.  In  the  pre¬ 
sent  case,  the  alien  had  passed  by 
two  names,  having,  on  the  26th 
of  June,  sailed  from  Brighton  to 
Dieppe,  by  the  name  of  Charles 
Chambonne,  by  which  he  returned 
to  England  in  the  following  month ; 
the  name,  by  which  he  had  pre¬ 
viously  presented  himself  at  the 
Alien-office,  being  Jean  Trouillard. 
The  passports,  by  which  the  de¬ 
fendant  came  into  the  country  by 
the  different  names,  were  produced 
by  Mr.  Capper,  who  stated  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  government  to 
prevent  foreigners  from  coming  to 
this  country  under  different  names, 
which  they  could  be  supposed  to 
do  only  for  improper  purposes. 
Mr.  Capper  also  said,  that  these 
were  not  the  only  names  the  de¬ 
fendant  went  by ;  in  proof  of 
which  he  produced  receipts  for 
money  signed  by  the  defendant  in 
the  name  of  Charle. 

The  alien  stated,  through  an  in¬ 
terpreter,  that  the  natives  of  the 
continent  were  in  the  habit  of 
using  different  names  when  they 
travelled  out  of  their  own  country : 
sometimes  using  their  first  name ; 
at  others,  their  surname ;  and  some¬ 
times  taking  the  name  of  their 
mothers  or  wives. 

Mr.  Capper  observed,  that  all 
foreigners,  coming  into  this  coun¬ 
try,  were  bound  to  conform  to  its 
laws,  which  the  defendant  had  not 
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done ;  as  his  name  was  not  fully 
stated  in  his  passport,  and  as  he 
had  reported  himself  to  the  Alien- 
office  on  his  last  arrival. 

Mr.  Chambers  said,  that  fact 
was  quite  sufficient:  it  was  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  defendant  was  a 
smuggler,  who  went  backwards 
and  forwards  from  this  country  to 
France  by  different  names,  and 
without  a  passport. 

Mr.  Capper  said,  it  was  the  wish 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Peel  to  make  an 
example,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  practice. 

The  magistrates,  on  referring  to 
the  act,  found  that,  by  not  reporting 
himself  at  the  Alien-office  on  his 
arrival  the  prisoner  became  subject 
to  a  month’s  imprisonment,  for 
which  term  he  was  sent  to  the 
county  gaol. 

The  Mermaid. — A  supposed 
mermaid  is  now  exhibiting  in  St. 
James’s-street.  The  head  is  the 
size  of  a  baboon’s,  and  is  thinly 
covered  with  strong  black  hair; 
the  nose  bears  a  closer  resemblance 
to  the  human  form ;  so  likewise  do 
the  chin,  lips,  fingers,  nails,  and 
teeth,  which  are  full  and  perfect. 
The  resemblance  to  the  human 
form  ceases  immediately  under  the 
breasts,  and  beneath  them  are 
placed  two  horizontal  fins;  then 
comes  the  mermaid’s  tail,  exactly 
that  of  the  salmon  species — this 
part  of  the  body  is  quite  scaly,  and 
furnished  with  six  fins.  The  height 
of  the  animal  is  rather  more  than 
two  feet ;  it  is  shrivelled  and  dried 
like  a  mummy,  and  the  mode  of 
preservation  is  on  that  account  not 
so  well  calculated  to  satisfy,  by  the 
evidence  of  external  appearances, 
as  if  it  had  been  kept  in  spirits. 
There  is  certainly  no  perceptible 
addition  or  juncture  of  discordant 
parts  for  any  purpose  of  deception. 
The  head  bears  no  proportion  to 


the  rest  of  the  body :  from  the 
deep  furrows  and  collapsed  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  muscles,  the  cheeks 
must  have  been  very  fleshy:  the 
same  observation,  but  not  in  an 
equal  degree,  applies  to  the  breasts. 
The  formation  of  the  back-bone 
resembles  that  of  the  human 
figure.  There  appears  a  pecu¬ 
liarity  about  the  shoulders,  as  if 
the  insertion  were  in  the  manner 
of  a  ball  and  socket,  and  not  like 
the  human  scapula.  The  present 
proprietor,  it  is  said,  obtained  the 
animal  in  Batavia,  from  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  a  Dutch  vessel,  who  had 
purchased  it  in  China — it  was  then 
in  its  present  condition. 

Sir  Everard  Home  has  expressed 
his  conviction,  that  this  representa¬ 
tion  of  a  creature  of  the  poet’s 
brain  is  merely  an  artificial  com¬ 
position,  consisting  of  the  head, 
arms,  and  trunk  of  one  of  the 
monkey  class,  joined  to  the  lower 
extremity  of  a  fish,  very  much  re¬ 
sembling  a  salmon.  The  manner 
in  which  the  union  is  effected  is  so 
dexterous,  and  the  whole  object  so 
nicely  cemented,  as  almost  utterly 
to  elude  detection,  by  the  common 
and  ordinary  forms  of  examination. 

3.  Libel. — A  singular  trial  for 
libel  was  decided  in  Dominica. 
The  parties  were  S.  Bridgewater, 
esq.,  collector  of  the  customs, 
plaintiff,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
Dominica  Chronicle,  defendant. 
The  libel  was  contained  in  a  no¬ 
tice  to  correspondents,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : — 

“  Castigator  is  wholly  inadmis¬ 
sible.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  robbery  at  G — n — a, 
some  years  ago.  It  is  a  black¬ 
faced  business,  and  should  have 
been  tried  in  that  colony.” 

This  notice,  it  was  supposed, 
referred  to  some  communication 
transmitted  to  the  editor  of  the 
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Chronicle,  relative  to  a  transac¬ 
tion  which  occurred  during  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Bridgewater  in 
the  island  of  Grenada,  the  place 
alluded  to  in  the  notice. 

Mr.  Bridgewater,  while  in  Gre¬ 
nada,  received  information,  that 
the  premises  of  a  resident  on  the 
island,  named  Waugh,  had  been 
broken  into,  and  were  in  the  act 
of  being  robbed.  Under  that  im¬ 
pression,  he  repaired  to  the  spot 
with  his  servants,  to  render  Waugh 
assistance ;  but  Waugh,  under  "some 
misapprehension,  and  ignorant  of 
the  designs  of  the  persons  who 
were  thus  disturbing  him  (for  the 
robbery  was  a  fabrication),  called 
to  the  military  guard,  and  gave 
Mr.  Bridgewater  into  their  custody. 
Waugh,  however,  in  the  space  of 
ten  minutes  followed  him  to  the 
guard-house,  accompanied  by  the 
brother  of  the  plaintiff,  and  apo¬ 
logizing  for  his  hasty  conduct,  sa¬ 
tisfied  Mr.  Bridgewater. 

The  paragraph  above  alluded  to 
appearing  to  convey  an  intimation, 
that  Mr.  Bridgewater  had  gone  to 
Waugh’s  house,  for  the  purpose  of 
committing  a  burglary,  that  gen¬ 
tleman  commenced  an  action  against 
the  proprietor  of  the  Dominica 
Chronicle,  for  libel,  and  laid  his 
damages  at  5,000/. 

The  jury,  after  some  delibera¬ 
tion,  returned  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff— Damages  500/. 

Upon  this  decision,  the  defend¬ 
ant  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment ; 
but  failing  in  that,  brought  a  writ 
of  error.  The  cause  was  argued 
before  the  four  judges,  viz.  the 
earl  of  Huntingdon,  Mr.  President 
Reid,  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  Mr.  John 
Ludlow ;  and  after  hearing  the 
case  minutely,  the  court  divided, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  votes 
were  equal:  the  two  former  judges 
being  in  favour  of  the  proprietor  of 


the  paper,  and  the  two  latter 
against  him.  This  placed  the  sen¬ 
tence  in  statu  quo. 

5.  Execution  op  Berton.— 
The  rejection  of  the  appeal  of  the 
prisoners  of  Saumur  arrived  in 
Poictiers  at  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning;  and  at  six  o’clock  the 
prefect  and  the  advocate-general 
repaired  to  the  prison,  to  inform 
Berton  and  Caffe  that  they  were 
to;  be  executed  at  eleven  o’clock, 
and  Fradin  and  Seneschault  that 
they  had  been  reprieved.  The 
worthy  ecclesiastics,  who  had  in 
vain  exerted  themselves  with  the 
two  prisoners,  repeated  their  en¬ 
treaties,  and  passed  the  morning 
with  them.  At  half-past  nine. 
Caffe,  wTho  was  lying  on  his 
bed  with  the  coverlet  over  him, 
and  apparently  listening  to  his 
confessor,  whose  face  was  turned 
towards  him,  contrived  to  open  the 
artery  of  the  left  groin  with  a 
surgical  instrument  which  he  had 
preserved  among  his  clothes,  or 
which  he  had  found  means  to  pro¬ 
cure.  His  death  was  instanta¬ 
neous  ;  he  had  merely  time  to 
exclaim  to  the  ecclesiastic,  “  Give 
me  your  blessing,  and  embrace 
me he  expired  in  the  arms  of 
the  priest.  The  necessary  report 
was  made  of  the  event,  and  the 
body  was  suffered  to  remain  in  the 
prison.  As  soon  as  the  suicide 
of  Caffe  was  known,  Berton’s 
arms  were  confined.  A  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  noon,  Berton  left  the 
prison  to  go  to  the  scaffold,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  canon  Baudouin; 
he  was  dressed  in  a  blue  frock 
coat,  his  head  being  covered  with  a 
helmet.  After  mounting  the  scaf¬ 
fold,  the  priests  again  approached 
the  ex-general ;  but  he  said 
“  Leave  me  to  myself.”  He  wras 
pale  but  firm ;  he  looked  to  the 
right  and  left;  when  arrived  at 


CHRONICLE. 


191 


Oct.] 

the  foot  of  the  scaffold,  he  ascended 
it  alone,  and  exclaimed,  at  first  in 
a  suppressed  tone  of  voice,  “  Vive 
la  France,  Vive  la  Liberte hut 
a  few  moments  after,  he  turned  his 
head,  and,  in  a  strong  voice,  cried 
out  once  more,  “  Vive  la  France, 
Vive  la  Liberte.”  There  were  not 
many  spectators.  The  windows 
on  the  road  from  the  prison  were 
filled  with  people,  but  those  near 
the  place  of  execution  were  all  shut. 

6.  The  sentence  against  Jaglin 
and  Sauge,  Berton’s  accomplices, 
was  this  day  executed  at  Thouars, 
at  half-past  12.  The  greatest  tran¬ 
quillity  prevailed  throughout  the 
town ;  there  was  no  mob,  and  no 
seditious  exclamations.  Jaglin  ma¬ 
nifested  the  greatest  repentance, 
and  when  on  the  scaffold  called 
out — “  Vive  le  Roi.”  Sauge,  on 
the  contrary,  exclaimed,  “  Vive  la 
Liberte ;  vive  la  Republique.” 


8.  Mr.  Bowring,  translator  of 
the  Russian  Anthology,  came  from 
Paris  to  Calais  on  Saturday,  and 
was  about  to  step  into  the  Dover 
packet,  about  noon  on  Sunday, 
when  the  commissary  of  police 
conducted  him  and  his  portman¬ 
teau  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  Here 
a  rigorous  examination  took  place  ; 
and  several  letters  and  papers  being 
taken  out,  were  sealed  up,  and 
kept  by  the  mayor,  who  told  Mr. 
Bowring,  he  must  wait  till  the 
pleasure  of  government  was  known. 
The  answer  of  government,  trans¬ 
mitted  by  telegraph  this  morning, 
was,  that  Mr.  Bowring  should  he 
arrested,  and  sent  to  Boulogne,  to 
he  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the 
procureur  du  Roi,  and  that  all  the 
papers  should  be  forwarded  to 
Paris.  After  some  time,  he  was 
liberated,  without  being  brought 
to  trial. 


REVENUE. 


Abstract  of  the  Nett  Produce  of  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  (exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  Arrears  of  War-Duty  on  Malt  and  Property),  in  the 
Years  and  Quarters  ended  10th  of  October,  1821,  and  10th  of 
October,  1822,  showing  the  Increase  or  Decrease  on  each  head 
thereof. 


Years  ended  10th  Oct. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1821. 

1822. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Customs  .... 

8,7 65,865 

9,470,769 

704,904 

— 

Excise . 

26,471,363 

25,846,322 

— . 

625,041 

Stamps . 

6,146,986 

6,254,693 

107,707 

-  — - 

Post  Office. 

1,331,000 

1,343,000 

12,000 

-  - 

Assessed  Taxes  . 

6,297,777 

5,9  71,129 

326,648 

Land  'Faxes  .  .  . 

1,217,856 

1,2  63,959 

46,103 

1 

Miscellaneous .  .  . 

297,954 

370,098 

72,144 

— - 

50,528,801 

50,519,970 

942,858 

951,689 

Deduct  Increase  ....  942,858 


Decrease  on  the  Year  .  .  8,831  * 
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Quarters  ended  10th  Oct. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1821. 

1822. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£, 

Customs  .... 

2,844,231 

2,941,887 

97,656 

— 

Excise  ...... 

8,149,226 

7,329,997 

— 

819,229 

Stamps . 

1,625,220 

1,674,503 

49,283 

— 

Post  Office  .  .  . 

342,000 

360,000 

18,000 

— 

Assessed  Taxes  .  . 

7  93,532 

653,228 

. — . 

140,304 

Land  Taxes  .  .  . 

207,481 

163,211 

. — , 

44,279 

Miscellaneous .  .  . 

61,222 

94,488 

33,266 

14,022,912 

13,217,314 

198,205 

1,003,80® 

Deduct  Increase  ....  198,205 


Decrease  on  the  Quarter .  .  805,598 


9-  Breach  of  Promise  of 
Marriage. — In  the  court  of  Cas¬ 
tle  Ruthen,  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  an 
action  was  brought  by  Miss  Rit¬ 
chie,  daughter  of  the  late  captain 
Ritchie,  of  the  East  India  com¬ 
pany’s  naval  service,  against  lieu¬ 
tenant  Bluett,  of  the  royal  navy, 
for  a  breach  of  promise  of  mar¬ 
riage.  When  the  father  of  the 
plaintiff  last  left  India,  he  intended 
to  return  thither,  and  therefore  did 
not  take  that  pains  in  arranging  his 
affairs  which  he  should  have  done ; 
the  consequence  was,  that  his  pro¬ 
perty  was  wasted  by  those  in 
whose  care  he  left  it ;  and,  at  his 
death,  the  plaintiff  and  her  bro¬ 
ther,  found  themselves  fatherless, 
and  almost  pennyless.  Captain 
Ritchie,  expecting  to  leave  his 
children  in  affluence,  had  spared 
no  expense  in  their  education  ;  and 
the  plaintiff,  in  her  seventeenth 
year,  found  herself  excluded  by 
her  circumstances  from  that  walk 
of  life,  of  which  her  accomplish¬ 
ments  qualified  her  to  be  an  orna¬ 
ment.  In  November,  1818,  the 
defendant  met  the  plaintiff  at  the 
house  of  his  auiff,  and  an  intimacy 


was  formed.  He  was  then  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  navy  on  half-pay ; 
but  he  had  some  time  previously 
travelled  through  the  several  gra¬ 
dations  of  a  player’s  life,  from  a 
country  stroller  up  to  a  second- 
rate  performer.  From  the  time  of 
the  first  intimacy  taking  place,  the 
defendant  was  in  the  practice  of 
engaging  Miss  Ritchie  in  parties 
with  his  family  to  various  public 
places.  On  all  those  occasions. 
Miss  Ritchie  paid  for  the  party ; 
the  defendant  came  to  attend  the 
young  lady,  and  received  her 
purse ;  he  attended  her  home  at 
night,  and,  on  parting,  returned 
it ;  so  that  he  had  all  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  gallant  and  liberal 
lover,  when  in  fact  he  was  sucking 
the  last  shilling  from  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  and  innocent  girl,  who  had 
too  much  the  feelings  of  a  gentle¬ 
woman  to  regret  the  money,  and 
too  little  knowledge  of  the  world 
to  know,  that  this  conduct  was 
any  thing  extraordinary.  This 
system  of  plunder  continued  from 
the  end  of  December  till  the  12th 
of  June,  at  which  time  he  had 
reduced  the  young  lady’s  little 
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property  to  ISO/.  He  was  all  this 
time  full  of  love  and  ardour,  vow¬ 
ing  eternal  fidelity,  and  had  made 
a  promise  to  marry  the  plaintiff  in 
September.  But,  finding  this  time 
approaching,  he  instantly  changed 
his  plan,  to  evade  an  engagement 
he  never  intended  to  fulfil.  The 
plaintiff,  already  an  excellent  per¬ 
former  on  the  piano-forte,  and 
ready  to  work  for  her  own  support 
and  that  of  her  worthless  lover, 
was  persuaded  to  transport  herself 
to  Ireland,  to  learn  music  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  system  of  Logier,  which 
was  then  taught  there  by  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Bluet.  The  de¬ 
fendant,  in  the  name  of  Miss  Rit¬ 
chie’s  brother,  who,  from  a  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  eyes,  could  not  write, 
carried  on  a  correspondence  with 
Bluet  in  Dublin ;  pretended  to  in¬ 
quire  into  Bluet’s  character ;  and  at 
length  made  the  plaintiff  go  to 
Dublin,  and  pay  one  hundred  gui¬ 
neas  for  eighteen  months’  instruc¬ 
tion  under  that  man,  for  the  pro¬ 
fessed  purpose  of  marrying  the 
defendant,  and  teaching  music 
for  his  support.  Having  arranged 
all  this  to  his  satisfaction,  he 
then  calculated  that  she  had  bet¬ 
ter  be  off  early  in  June,  as  by 
that  time  he  would  nearly  have 
exhausted  her  money,  and  left 
her  barely  sufficient  to  pay  her 
hundred  guineas  to  Bluet.  He 
pursued  this  disgraceful  course, 
until  at  length  he  deserted  the 
plaintiff,  and  became  the  fancy 
man  of  a  prostitute. 

Verdict — Damages  500/.  and  all 
costs. 

12.  The  Peruvian  Loan. — 
The  Royal  Exchange  exhibited  a 
scene  of  extreme  confusion,  caused 
by  the  extensive  competition  to 
obtain  shares  in  the  Peruvian 
Loan,  which  was,  for  the  first 
time,  offered  publicly  for  sale. 
Vol.  LXIV, 


The  negotiation  was  conducted 
with  so  much  secrecy,  that  few, 
except  the  persons  immediately 
concerned,  were  aware,  before 
Friday,  of  its  existence.  On  ac¬ 
count,  however,  of  the  immense 
profits  realized  by  the  two  Ame¬ 
rican  loans  that  preceded  it,  it 
was  no  sooner  known,  than  the 
greatest  anxiety  prevailed,  to  be¬ 
come  subscribers,  and  the  appli¬ 
cations,  both  personal  and  by  letter, 
were  very  numerous  at  the  count¬ 
ing-house  of  the  ostensible  con¬ 
tractor,  Mr.  Thomas  Kinder,  jun., 
of  Basinghall-street.  The  only 
answer  returned  was,  that  the 
contractor,  with  his  brokers  and 
agents,  would  appear  on  the  ex¬ 
change  on  Saturday  morning,  at 
11  o’clock,  and  dispose  of  the  scrip 
in  the  open  market.  These  gen¬ 
tlemen  accordingly  presented  them¬ 
selves  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
were  immediately  surrounded  by  a 
crowd  of  brokers  and  others,  de¬ 
sirous  to  know  the  contractor’s 
terms,  and  to  come  in  for  the  early 
delivery  of  the  scrip.  The  confu¬ 
sion  and  pressure  were  so  great* 
that  nothing  for  some  time  could 
be  distinctly  heard,  and  the  im¬ 
pression  was,  that  the  agents  were 
playing  on  the  eagerness  of  their 
customers,  and  did  not  in  fact  de¬ 
clare  any  price,  at  which  they 
thought  it  proper  to  sell.  Mean¬ 
time  different  prices  were  audibly 
vociferated  from  various  parts  of 
the  assemblage;  but,  as  they  did 
not  reach  the  point  desired  by  the 
agent,  he  remained  silent,  and  did 
not  close  with  any  of  the  offers. 
At  length  88  was  named,  being, 
as  was  understood,  a  premium  of  8 
per  cent  on  the  contract  price, 
made  not  more  than  two  days  be¬ 
fore,  and  was  followed  by  a  burst  of 
indignation  from  the  crowd,  and 
the  words  “  Shame,  shame  !" 
O 
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“  Gross  extortion  !”  resounded  on 
all  sides.  Even  at  that  price, 
however  (such  was  the  mania  for 
speculating  in  foreign  securities), 
bidders  were  to  be  found ;  and 
many  of  those  who  were  able  to 
bear  the  extreme  pressure,  and  to 
approach  sufficiently  near  to  the 
contractor,  entered  into  engage¬ 
ments  for  taking  the  scrip  in  sums 
varying  in  amount  from  5,000/.  to 
10,000/.  each.  Thus  encouraged, 
the  contractor,  in  a  few  minutes, 
advanced  his  price  to  89 — a  notice, 
which  was  attended  with  the  same 
indignant  exclamation  as  before ; 
but  he  still  found  adventurers 
hardy  enough  to  close  with  his 
proposals.  In  consequence,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  confusion,  not  many 
of  those,  who  were  eager  to  buy, 
could  be  supplied  ;  and  of  numer¬ 
ous  and  loud  applications  made  to 
the  contractor,  few  were  heard,  or, 
if  heard,  they  were  honoured  with 
no  answer.  At  this  moment  the 
attention  of  the  crowd  was  di¬ 
verted  in  some  degree  from  the 
contractor  by  one  of  the  foreign 
brokers,  who  announced  loudly, 
that,  if  the  contractor  would  not 
sell,  he  was  ready  to  supply  them 
with  as  much  as  they  wanted,  and 
at  a  lower  price,  offering  the  scrip 
at  88^  and  88,  while  the  contractor 
either  remained  mute,  or  was  fixed 
in  his  price  of  89-  This  broker 
sold  with  much  firmness,  and  to 
very  large  amounts.  Meantime 
the  crowd  having  received  a 
large  accession  from  the  Stock 
Exchange,  increased  round  the 
contractor  and  his  agents;  and  the 
confusion  rose  to  such  a  height, 
that  the  possibility  of  transacting 
business  was  out  of  the  question. 
All  were  excessively  indignant  at 
the  supposed  backwardness  of  the 
contractor  to  take  the  offers  made 
him ;  and  pressing  round  him  in 


still  greater  numbers,  he  and  his 
agents  were  forced,  by  the  multi¬ 
tude  surrounding  them,  from  the 
Dutch  walk,  where  the  confusion 
began,  to  the  opposite  corner  of 
the  exchange,  where  the  Swedish 
merchants  assemble.  Elere  the 
brokers  became  so  highly  exas¬ 
perated,  being  still  unable  to  come 
to  terms  with  the  agents,  that 
they  forced  the  whole  party  off  the 
exchange,  out  at  the  north  gate, 
opposite  to  Bartholomew-lane. 
They  succeeded,  however,  after  a 
desperate  struggle,  in  re-entering 
the  exchange ;  and  having  at 
length,  with  some  further  effort, 
effected  a  lodgment  on  one  of  the 
seats,  they  became  once  more 
visible,  if  not  audible,  to  the 
brokers  who  surrounded  them. 
They  were  then  tumultuously 
called  on  to  name  a  price,  and  one 
of  the  agents  at  last  named  90  as 
the  minimum  of  the  contractor. 
The  auditors  answered  the  pro¬ 
posal  by  liberally  bestowing  the 
epithets  of  “  shameful  extortion.” 
Soon  afterwards  the  contractor 
quitted  the  exchange,  and  the 
hubbub  for  the  most  part  termi¬ 
nated.  He  did  not  succeed  in  dis¬ 
posing,  at  the  prices  before-named, 
of  more  than  70,000/.  or  80,000/.  of 
the  scrip.  With  the  departure  of 
the  contractor  the  mania  subsided, 
and  so  far  were  the  prices  at  which 
he  had  sold  from  being  maintained, 
that  the  scrip  was  currently  offered 
at  87i  and  88,  or  even  lower, 
many  of  the  purchasers  conceiving, 
probably,  that  they  had  made  an 
imprudent  bargain,  and  being 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  it  again  at  as 
little  loss  as  possible. 

French  Monsters.  —  Some 
instances  of  savage  attacks  on  fe¬ 
males  have  lately  occurred  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Palais  Royal. 
During  the  evening  of  Monday 
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last,  three  young  ladies  were 
wounded  in  the  lower  part  of  their 
bodies,  between  6  and  half-past 
6  o’clock.  The  first  victim  of 
brutality  was  Mademoiselle  Ade¬ 
line,  residing  with  her  relation 
Madame  Briet,  No.  15,  Rue  St. 
Marc.  She  was  attacked  opposite 
the  perfumery  warehouse,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Cloche  cTOr. 
The  wound  was  nearly  an  inch 
broad,  and  very  deep,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  made  by  a  sharp  in¬ 
strument  of  the  shape  of  a  grattoir. 
The  second  young  lady  was  se¬ 
verely  wounded  by  a  sharp  in¬ 
strument,  opposite  No.  19,  Rue 
Neuve-  des-  Petits  -  Champs.  The 
wretch,  who  committed  this  crime, 
was  well-dressed,  and  in  black.  A 
third  young  lady  was  attacked, 
whilst  turning  from  the  Rue  de 
Richelieu  into  the  Rue  St.  Honore, 
on  her  way  home  after  having 
dined  with  an  aunt.  The  wound 
which  she  received  was  so  deep 
and  dangerous,  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  convey  her,  in  a  state 
of  insensibility,  into  the  house  of 
M.  Maurisset,  engraver  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty,  where  she  received  every  at¬ 
tention  from  the  wife  and  daughter 
of  that  artist.  The  wound  was  an 
inch  and  a  half  in  depth  and  an 
inch  in  breadth.  Professional 
gentlemen  declared,  that,  if  the 
instrument  had  penetrated  in  a 
more  direct  line,  the  crural  artery 
must  have  been  divided,  in  which 
case  death  would  have  been  in¬ 
evitable.' — French  Paper. 

Irreligious  Association.— A 
regular  establishment  having  been 
formed  in  Edinburgh,  for  the  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  blasphemous  tenets 
espoused  by  Carlile  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  the  sheriff  proceeded  along 
with  the  procurator  fiscal,  and  a 
small  party  of  police,  to  the  Cor- 
diners’-hall,  in  the  Potter-row,  and 


surprised  a  full  meeting  of  “  The 
Edinburgh  Free  Thinkers’  Ze- 
letic  Society.”  The  president,  a 
turner,  named  Wilson,  and  the 
two  leading  members,  or  rather 
directors,  named  Affleck,  were  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  the  rest  of  the  au¬ 
dience,  consisting  chiefly  of  youths 
and  journeymen  tradesmen,  were 
allowed  to  depart,  on  giving  their 
names  and  places  of  residence. 
Among  the  group  were  several 
children  of  both  sexes.  This  so¬ 
ciety  met  every  Sunday  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  philosophical 
subjects.  Among  other  principles, 
they  denied  the  divinity  of  Christ 
— the  utility  of  prayer — and  one 
of  their  subjects  of  discussion  was, 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  Deity. 
The  society  had  a  library,  to  which 
all  the  members  contributed,  and 
had  access  weekly  when  they  met. 
Among  the  books  were  Paine’s 
Age  of  Reason ;  Evans’s  Sketch 
of  all  Religions ;  The  Deist,  or 
Moral  Philosopher  ;  Carlile’s  Ad¬ 
dress  to  Reformers;  Carlile’s  Ad¬ 
dress  to  Republicans ;  trial  of  Ri¬ 
chard  Carlile ;  trial  of  Jane  Car¬ 
lile  ;  Queen  Mab  ;  Cain,  &e- 

14.  French  Crim.  Con. — Pa¬ 
ris.  - —  Tribunal  of  Correctional 
Police. — The  trial  of  Madame 
Barbaud,  which  began  on  the  1  Oth, 
attracted  a  numerous  auditory, 
among  whom  were  many  young 
and  handsome  women. 

The  pretty  Madame  Barbaud 
was  brought  into  court  and  placed 
in  a  chair  opposite  to  the  registrar. 
She  wore  a  white  bonnet  orna¬ 
mented  with  roses,  and  a  white 
veil  was  thrown  over  her  face.  She 
stated  her  age  to  lie  26.  Her 
husband,  M.  Sylvain  Barbaud,  a 
cloth  merchant,  aged  52,  was  also 
in  court,  and  sat  near  his  counsel, 
M.  Barthe. 

M.  Biizons  Bameville,  the  king’s 

Q  2 
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advocate,,  shortly  stated  the  case. 
In  1819,  Madame  Barbaud  had 
been  condemned  to  three  months 
imprisonment  for  having  entered 
into  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  a  physician ;  the  physician 
himself  underwent  twelve  months 
imprisonment.  M.  Barbaud,  who 
had  obtained  a  decree  of  separa¬ 
tion  from  his  wife,  now  accused 
her  of  improper  conduct ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  act  of  separa¬ 
tion,  she  was  still  bound  to  res¬ 
pect  her  conjugal  relations.  In 
the  present  case,  it  was  alleged 
that  the  accused  had  two  accom¬ 
plices  in  her  crime ;  one  was  her 
former  paramour,  the  physician — 
the  other  a  student  of  the  age 
of  17*  It  was  further  alleged, 
that  the  fruit  of  the  above  inter¬ 
course  was,  the  birth  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  who  were  registered  under 
the  fictitious  names  of  Cecile  and 
Philip  Albert. 

The  evidence  of  the  first  wit¬ 
ness,  Victoire  Bourlier,  waiting 
woman  to  the  accused,  was  favour¬ 
able  to  her  mistress.  She  deposed, 
that  during  15  months  that  she 
had  waited  on  Madame  Barbaud, 
that  lady  had  never  slept  out, 
except  for  one  night,  when 
she  believed  she  reposed  at  the 
house  of  a  lady  of  her  acquaint¬ 
ance.  The  witness  denied,  that 
she  had  ever  said  to  any  person, 
“  that  Madame  Barbaud  had  left 
her  doctor,  in  order  to  live  with  a 
young  man  of  17,  and  that  she 
would  leave  him  in  his  turn  to  take 
another.” 

Mademoiselle  Nardeliere  depos¬ 
ed,  that  the  former  witness  made 
the  above  declaration  to  her. 

Another  servant  of  the  accused, 
named  Chartier,  deposed,  that  her 
mistress  took  great  interest  in  a 
little  girl  about  18  or  20  months 
old,  which  was  nursed  by  a  mid- 
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wife  in  the  neighbourhood.  She 
never  heard  her  mistress  say  that 
the  child  was  her  own.  The 
witness  stated,  that  a  person,  who 
called  himself  the  uncle  of  Madame 
Barbaud,  had  attempted  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  her  to  declare,  that  her 
mistress  had  been  pregnant. 

This  was  denied  by  the  indivi¬ 
dual  alluded  to. 

Gamier,  a  person  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  M.  Barbaud,  de¬ 
posed,  that  one  evening  during  the 
summer  of  1820,  he  saw  Madame 
Barbaud  walking  in  the  Champs 
Elysees,  leaning  on  the  arm  of  a 
young  man.  Madame  Barbaud 
appeared  to  avoid  the  witness,  who 
perceived,  however,  that  she  was 
far  advanced  in  pregnancy. 

This  part  of  the  evidence  was 
earnestly  contradicted  by  Madame 
Barbaud,  and  gave  rise  to  a  warm 
dispute  between  the  counsel  on 
either  side. 

The  same  witness  in  continua¬ 
tion  stated,  that  having  on  one  oc¬ 
casion  visited  Madame  Grebin, 
who  was  an  old  neighbour  of 
Madame  Barbaud,  he,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  his  hostess,  accompanied 
her  to  the  house  of  a  midwife,  Rue 
de  Grenelle.  The  midwife  her¬ 
self  desired  him  to  come  in,  and 
when  he  entered,  he  heard  her 
speak  most  positively  of  the  ac¬ 
couchement  of  Madame  Barbaud. 
This  statement  was  corroborated 
by  Madame  Grebin.  The  mid¬ 
wife,  however,  gave  it  a  formal 
denial.  This  woman,  named 
Crette,  deposed  that  she  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Madame  Barbaud, 
but  declared  that  she  had  never 
known  that  lady  to  be  pregnant, 
and  had  never  rendered  her  pro¬ 
fessional  assistance.  The  witness 
stated  her  belief,  that  the  scanda¬ 
lous  reports,  which  had  been  circu¬ 
lated  respecting  Madame  Barbaud, 
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arose  from  the  circumstance  of  her 
being  very  fond  of  a  little  girl  who 
was  placed  under  her  (the  wit¬ 
ness’s)  protection,  but  respecting 
whose  birth  the  duties  of  her 
office  required  that  she  should 
preserve  inviolable  silence.  In  an¬ 
swer  to  a  question  from  the  coun¬ 
sel  of  Madame  Barbaud,  the  wit¬ 
ness  stated  that  the  child  she  al¬ 
luded  to  was  not  the  offspring  of 
the  accused. 

After  some  more  evidence  of  no 
importance,  the  further  hearing  of 
the  cause  was  adjourned  to  Mon¬ 
day,  the  14th. 

On  that  day,  two  important 
witnesses  had  been  cited  to  ap¬ 
pear,  namely,  the  physician,  and 
the  young  student  of  law,  who 
had  been  the  lodger  of  Madame 
Barbaud ;  neither  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  appeared.  The  physician 
excused  himself  by  sending  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  illness. 

Mademoiselle  Gerard,  who  is 
employed  in  a  boarding-house  in 
which  the  legitimate  child  of  M. 
and  Madame  Barbaud  is  placed, 
deposed  that  Madame  Barbaud 
came  to  see  her  child  in  December 
last,  at  which  time  the  witness  re¬ 
marked  that  she  was  unusually 
large  in  appearance  ( die  avoit  un 
embonpoint  extraordinaire J.  The 
witness  believed  Madame  Barbaud 
to  be  pregnant,  and  she  told  her 
so ;  but  not  ill-naturedly.  This 
evidence  was  corroborated  by  that 
of  another  woman  living  in  the 
same  house.  The  mistress  of  the 
boarding-house  also  declared,  that 
she  participated  in  the  surprise  ex¬ 
pressed  by  Mademoiselle  Gerard, 
respecting  the  embonpoint  of  Mad. 
Barbaud. 

The  President. — Did  vou  think 

* 

she  was  pregnant  ? 

Witness. — Since  it  is  necessary  to 
speak  the  truth,  I  imagined  she  was. 


Madame  Barbaud  here  said — It 
was  in  the  winter,  and  I  had 
plenty  of  clothes  on,  and  a  pelisse 
over  all.  The  mistress  of  the 
boarding-house  spoke  to  me  only 
of  the  disgust  which  she  felt  to¬ 
wards  M.  Barbaud  on  account  of 
his  want  of  education,  and  feared 
that  he  might  taint  the  mind  of 
the  child  by  his  wicked  princi¬ 
ples. 

The  truth  of  this  declaration 
was  denied  by  the  mistress  of  the 
boarding-house.  The  laundress  of 
the  accused,  and  another  woman, 
deposed,  that,  at  the  period  spoken 
of  by  the  preceding  witnesses, 
Madame  Barbaud  exhibited  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  pregnancy. 

M.  Barthe,  the  counsel  for  M. 
Barbaud,  the  evidence  being  con¬ 
cluded,  commenced  his  speech,  in 
which  he  described  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  which  had  befallen  his  client, 
in  consequence  of  his  marriage 
with  the  accused.  In  the  mar¬ 
riage  contract  M.  Barbaud  admit¬ 
ted  that  he  had  received  a  portion 
of  50,000  francs  with  his  wife, 
which  sum,  however,  his  father-in- 
law  declared,  in  a  secret  article, 
that  he  had  not  paid.  M.  Bar- 
baud’s  father-in-law  had  become  a 
bankrupt ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
and  notwithstanding  his  divorce 
from  his  wife,  M.  Barbaud  was 
compelled  by  law  to  return  the 
marriage  portion  which,  in  fact  he 
had  never  received.  A  few  days 
previous  to  his  marriage,  his  father- 
in-law  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  in 
which  he  said,  that  if  he  should  not 
receive  the  promised  marriage  por¬ 
tion,  he  might  at  least  depend 
upon  obtaining  a  wife  who  was 
a  pattern  of  candour  and  morality  ; 
and  yet  a  year  did  not  pass  after 
the  marriage,  before  this  model  of 
purity  suffered  herself  to  become 
the  victim  of  a  man  notorious  in 
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the  arts  of  seduction.  The  learned 
counsel  regretted,  that  the  tribunal 
had  been  deprived  of  the  oral  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mrs.  Shaw,  an  English 
lady,  who  had  been  obliged  to  ac¬ 
company  her  husband  to  her  na¬ 
tive  country.  Mrs.  Shaw  stated  in 
her  deposition,  that  she  lived  in 
the  same  boarding-house,  in  which 
the  physician  was  permitted  to 
pass  a  part  of  the  period  of  his 
confinement.  Madame  Barbaud 
was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 
physician,  doubtless  in  order  to 
comfort  him  in  his  captivity.  Mrs. 
Shaw  remarked  that  Madame  Bar¬ 
baud,  at  one  time,  appeared  very 
robust,  and  afterwards  she  looked 
just  as  slender.  Upon  Mrs.  Shaw 
speaking  to  her  on  the  subject, 
Madame  Barbaud  acknowledged, 
without  much  hesitation,  that  she 
had  been  delivered  of  a  daughter 
who  had  lived  only  eight  days.  At 
the  end  of  January  last,  Mrs.  Shaw 
was  surprised  to  see  Mrs.  Barbaud 
again  in  extraordinary  embonpoint. 
Madame  Barbaud’s  mother,  who 
was  present,  said  it  was  only  an 
unfortunate  corpulency  which 
would  soon  go  away.  In  fact,  it 


[1822. 

did  take  its  departure  about  a 
month  afterwards. 

M.  Britons  Barneville,  king's 
advocate,  after  stating  the  law  of 
the  case,  delivered,  as  his  opinion, 
that  although  there  existed  grave 
suspicions  occasioned  by  the  levity 
and  imprudence  of  the  accused, 
yet  no  proof  had  been  furnished  of 
criminal  familiarity  between  Ma¬ 
dame  Barbaud  and  the  two  persons 
denounced  to  justice.  He  there¬ 
fore  relied  upon  the  prudence  of 
the  tribunal,  hoping,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  Madame  Barbaud 
should  be  acquitted,  she  would 
show  by  her  future  conduct  that 
the  judgment  was  correct. 

After  a  few  observations  from 
M.  Goyer  Duplessis,  the  counsel 
for  the  accused,  the  tribunal, 
adopting  the  opinion  of  the  king's 
advocate,  acquitted  Madame  Bar¬ 
baud,  and  condemned  her  husband 
to  pay  costs. 

15.  The  following  inscription 
on  king  Richard’s  Well  in  Bos- 
worth  Field,  near  Hinckley,  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Parr,  has  been 
placed  at  that  memorable  spot. 


Aqva.  Ex.  Hoc.  Pvteo.  Havsta. 
Sitem.  Sedavit. 

Ricardvs.  Tertivs.  Rex.  Angliae. 
Cvm.  Henrico.  Comite.  De.  Richmondia- 
Acerrime.  Atqve.  Infensissime.  Praelians 
Et.  Vita.  Pariter.  Ac.  Sceptro. 
Ante.  Noctem.  Caritvrvs. 

II.  Kal.  Sept.  a.  d.  mcccclxxxv. 


Can  ova’s  Funeral. — Thefol-  day  of  his  funeral  in  the  Patriar- 
lowing  inscriptions  commemo-  chal  church  of  St.  Mark,  at  Ae¬ 
rated  the  glory  of  Canova,  on  the  nice  : — 

’  OVER  THE  DOOR  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

ANTONIO  CANOVfE 
Sculptorum  Maximo 
Ad  Propagationem  Veneti  Nominis 
Nato. 
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In  Venetorum  Sinu 
Nuperrime  Extincto 
Funus  et  Lacrymae. 

IN  FRONT  OF  THE  CENOTAPH  PLACED  IN  THE  NAVE. 

En  Exuviae  Mortales 
Antonii  Canovae 

Qui  Princeps  Artiurn  Solemniter 
Renuntiatus 

Scalpri  Sui  Miracula  Per  Europam 
Et  ultra  Atlanticum  Mare 
Diffudit 

Qui  a  Magnis  Regibus 
Praeconiis  Honoribus  Praemiis  Adactus 
Nunquam  Humans  Sortis 
Iramemor  Extitit 
Quotquot  Estis  Puleliri  Rectiq. 

Amatores 

Pias  Preces  ad  Tumulum  Fundite. 

ON  THE  RIGHT-HAND  SIDE. 

Templum 

Quod  in  Possanei  Clivo 
Incredibili  Sumptu 
Deo  Opt.  Max. 

Extruendum  Curabat 
Suae  in  Religionem  Observant!© 

Erga  Patriam  Charitatis  Eximiae 
In  Architectura  Excellentiae 
Ingens  Argumentum. 

ON  THE  LEFT-HAND  SIDE. 

Tanta  in  eo  Amplitudo  Ingenii  Ac  Vis 
Ut  Quum 

In  Simulacris  Effingendis 
Ad  Phidiae  Laudein 
Consensu  Omnium  Pervenisset 
Picturam 

Per  Otium  Excolendo 
Maximorum  Artificum  Praestantiam 
Fere  Assequereturum. 

BEHIND  THE  CENOTAPH. 

Si  qua  Pietas  Fides 
Efliisa  in  Egenos  Beneficientia 
Morum  Suavitas 
Et  in  Summo  Gloriae  Fastigio 
Modestia  Incomparibilis 
Fatorum  Ordinem  Morari  Possent 
Jam  Non  Te  Antoni 
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Anima  Sanctissima 
Inopinato  Funere  Sublatum 
Nunc  Veneti  Tui, 

Mox  Roma  Et  Uni  versus  Orbis 
Luctu  Mcerore 
Prosequerentur. 


1 6.  Paris. — M.  de  Peyronnet, 
who  has  acted  during  some  time 
past  for  the  minister  of  the  in¬ 
terior,  has  given  orders  to  sir  R. 
Wilson  to  leave  the  French  capital 
in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the 
French  territory  as  quickly  as  he 
can  travel.  Sir  Robert  was  yes¬ 
terday  summoned  to  the  police- 
office  and  informed  of  this  order. 

Correspondence  between 
Mr.  Croker  and  the  Com¬ 
mittee  op  Lloyd’s.1 — A  corres¬ 
pondence  deeply  interesting  to 
English  merchants,  took  place  du¬ 
ring  the  present  month,  between 
the  committee  of  Lloyd’s  and  the 
secretary  to  the  lords  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty.  The  following  is  a  brief 
abstract  of  the  dates  and  purport 
of  the  communications  : — . 

On  the  7th  of  October  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  Lloyd’s  addressed  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Admiralty,  conveying 
intelligence  that  two  British  mer¬ 
chantmen,  the  Vittoria  and  In¬ 
dustry,  had,  on  the  coast  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  been  the  victims  of 
piratical  violence  and  depreda¬ 
tion. 

October  9-  Mr.  Croker  gave  the 
following  reply 

“  Admiralty  Office, 
Oct  9,' 1822. 

“  Sir  Having  laid  before  my 
lords  commissioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst., 
respecting  the  capture  of  two  Bri¬ 
tish  vessels,  the  Vittoria  and  In¬ 
dustry,  by  a  piratical  schooner, 
near  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  am  com¬ 
manded  by  their  lordships  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  the  information  of 


the  committee  for  managing  the 
affairs  of  Lloyd’s,  that  their  lord- 
ships  had  already  received  an  ac¬ 
count  of  that  transaction  from 
captain  Walcott,  of  his  majesty’s 
sloop  Carnation,  who  had  been  di¬ 
rected  by  rear-admiral  sir  Charles 
Rowley,  to  take  up  a  station  in 
that  neighbourhood  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  trade,  and  who  writes 
under  date  of  the  12th  of  August, 
that  on  that  day  17  sail  of  the  Ja¬ 
maica  ships  had  passed  safely  round 
Cape  Antonio,  and  that  he  was 
waiting  in  that  quarter  to  see  the 
remaining  vessels  also  safe. 

“  His  Majesty’s  sloop  Dotterel 
was  also  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
and  sir  Charles  Rowley  reports, 
that  his  attention  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  this  quarter.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  which,  my  lords  have  taken 
further  measures  for  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  these  piracies. — I  am,  sir, 
your  very  humble  servant, 

“  John  Croker. 
“  To  John  Bennett,  jun. 
esq.  Lloyd’s.” 

On  the  10th  of  October,  a  letter 
was  addressed  from  Mr.  Bennett, 
of  Lloyd’s,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  acknowledging  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  former  epistle,  and 
thanking  their  lordships  for  their 
condescension.  Mr.  Bennett  sub¬ 
joined,  that  he  was  directed  to  lay 
before  their  lordships  the  authen¬ 
ticated  facts — 1st,  that  by  a  letter 
from  captain  Barclay  of  the  Belina, 
just  arrived  in  the  Downs  from 
Jamaica,  that  ship  had  met  the 
Carnation  on  the  18th  of  Au¬ 
gust— -not  “  waiting”  off  Cape  St. 
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Antonio,  for  the  protection  of 
trade,  nor  “  stationed”  there  by 
orders  of  admiral  Rowley,  but  off 
the  Colorados.  She  had  been  to 
Campeachy,  had  touched  at  Ha- 
vannah,  and  was  then  on  her  way 
to  Jamaica  with  specie.  Now,  the 
Colorados  lie  north  of  Cape  San 
Antonio,  that  is  to  say,  between 
Havannah  and  the  latter  cape,  and 
in  the  course  from  Havannah  to 
Jamaica.  So  that  the  matter  stood 
thus — On  the  12th  of  August, 
captain  Walcott  had  seen  seventeen 
sail  of  English  vessels  safe  past 
Cape  Antonio ;  and  on  the  13th 
he  was  met  at  the  Colorados,  a 
degree  or  so  to  the  north  of  the 
Cape,  and  at  a  point  of  his  voyage 
from  Havannah  to  Jamaica,  ante¬ 
cedent  to  Cape  St.  Antonio.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  therefore,  that  to  make 
good  the  Admiralty  account,  the 
Carnation  must  have  been  sailing 
backwards,  getting  further  every 
day  from  Jamaica,  to  which  she 
was  conveying  her  profitable  cargo 
of  specie.  With  respect  to  the 
Dotterel  which  was  said  to  have 
been  stationed,  as  well  as  the  Car¬ 
nation  for  the  protection  of  trade 
in  the  same  quarter,  Mr.  Bennett 
showed  from  the  intelligence  of 
Lloyd’s  list,  that  the  Dotterel,  on 
the  20th  of  August,  had  actually 
arrived  at  New  York,  with  ano¬ 
ther  cargo  of  specie.  The  Edward 
Protheroe,  it  moreover  appeared, 
had  been  run  on  shore  under 
Saddle-hill,  and  plundered,  mak¬ 
ing  her  final  escape,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  privateer,  which  at¬ 
tacked  her,  having  flown  off  in  quest 
of  other  prey. 

October  11.  Mr.  Croker  wrote 
a  note  to  Lloyd’s,  presenting  his 
compliments,  and  requesting  that 
any  two  gentlemen  of  the  commit¬ 
tee,  who  might  find  it  convenient. 
Would  call  upon  him  at  the  Ad¬ 


miralty  on  the  following  day  be¬ 
tween  one  and  two  o’clock. 

October  12.  Mr.  Bennett  wrote 
to  Mr.  Croker,  stating,  that  as  Mr, 
Marryat  and  most  others  of  the 
committee  would  be  out  of  town 
(that  day  being  Saturday),  he  beg¬ 
ged  that  Mr.  Croker  would,  if 
equally  convenient  to  himself, 
name  Monday  instead  of  that  first 
mentioned. 

October  13.  Mr.  Croker,  in  a 
note  to  Mr.  Bennett  assented. 

On  Monday,  the  14th,  the  com¬ 
mittee  at  Lloyd’s  met,  and  came  to  a 
resolution,  which,  in  substance,  was, 
that,  as  every  former  invitation  to 
attend  at  the  Admiralty,  had  been 
addressed  to  the  chairman  in  the 
name  and  by  command  of  the  lords 
commissioners,  it  would  be  a  bad 
precedent  if  they  were  to  wait 
upon  the  secretary  at  his  mere 
personal  desire.  A  letter  from  Mr. 
Bennett  accompanied  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  assigning,  as  a  reason  of  the 
committee  for  passing  it,  that  Mr. 
Croker  had  not  explained  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  interview,  and  that  the 
members  of  the  committee  being 
ignorant  of,  and  unprepared  for  it, 
would  feel  some  inconvenience  in 
attending. 

The  same  day,  Mr.  Croker,  in 
reply,  referred  to  several  notes  of 
old  and  distant  dates  from  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
chairman  of  Lloyd’s,  addressed  in 
a  similar  form  as  his  of  the  week 
preceding  ;  and  as  to  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  the  purpose  for  which  he 
proposed  the  interview,  he  said, 
that,  as  he  had  a  communication  to 
make,  but  not  to  receive,  there  ex¬ 
isted  no  necessity  for  a  previous 
disclosure  of  its  object. 

On  the  l6th,  a  meeting  was 
held,  and  resolutions  passed  by  the 
committee  of  Lloyd’s.  After  read¬ 
ing  all  the  correspondence  of  the 


20  2 


ANNUAL  REGISTER. 


previous  week,  and  extracts  of 
such  of  their  proceedings  as  were 
connected  with  the  notes  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Croker,  in  the  years  180.9, 
1810,  and  1813,  a  letter  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Croker,  respecting  the  construc¬ 
tion  which  he  had  put  upon  the 
notes  in  question,  proving  that  in 
every  instance  the  communications 
of  former  secretaries  had  been  in 
the  name  and  by  order  of  the 
lords  ;  and  that  the  interviews,  to 
which  Mr.  Croker’s  notes  of  refer¬ 
ence  had  led,  were  with  the  lords 
in  person.  This  letter  went  on  to 
explain  the  essential  difference  be¬ 
tween  attendances  on  the  lords  and 
on  their  secretary — that  the  former 
were  known  by  experience  to  be 
extremely  rare,  while  the  secretary 
might  frequently  find  it  more  con¬ 
venient  to  make  oral,  than  written 
communications.  The  letter  con¬ 
tinued,  that,  when  members  of  the 
committee  attended  the  board  of 
Admiralty,  the  object,  tenor,  and 
result  of  the  meeting  were  stated 
formally  in  writing,  and  a  copy 
at  once  made  public  ;  but  that  the 
verbal  report  of  a  conversation  in¬ 
volved  a  responsibility,  which  it 
would  be  painful  to  incur.  The 
letter  concluded  by  announcing 
the  design  of  the  committee  to 
abide  by  their  {former  decision. 

A  letter  of  the  19th  from  Mr. 
Croker,  finished  the  whole  corres¬ 
pondence.  The  purport  of  it  was, 
that  their  lordships,  “  seeing  in 
Mr.  Bennett’s  letter  such  marked 
disrespect  to  the  board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  and  such  want  of  confidence 
in  their  communications,  had  or¬ 
dered  Mr.  Croker  to  decline  all 
further  correspondence  with  the 
subscribers  to  the  rooms  at  Lloyd’s.” 

Gambling  Houses.-— An  at¬ 
tack  has  at  length  been  made  by 
the  law  of  the  land  upon  the 
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gambling  houses :  it  has  com¬ 
menced  in  two  quarters — in  both 
with  success.  One  prosecution 
was  brought  against  two  fellows 
of  the  names  of  Aldridge  and 
Fielder,  for  keeping  the  notorious 
gaming-table  at  No.  9,  Bennett- 
street,  St.  James’s.  The  trial  was 
before  the  lord  chief  justice  ;  the 
prosecutor  and  principal  witness 
was  a  young  gentleman,  whom  the 
defendants  had  completely  ruined. 
They  were  both  found  guilty. 

The  next  case  involved  a  num¬ 
ber  of  culprits,  and  was  determined 
before  the  magistrates  of  Bow- 
street,  who  sentenced  four  of  the 
principal  to  one  month’s  discipline 
(as  rogues  and  vagabonds)  in  the 
tread-mill  in  the  House  of  Cor¬ 
rection.  A  dozen  or  more  actions 
and  indictments  are  in  preparation 
against  this  race  of  miscreants,  and 
are  to  be  tried  at  the  next  sittings 
after  term.  Active  measures  of  a 
further  nature  are  likewise  taking 
for  the  security  of  the  ignorant 
and  unwary. 

20.  Murder. — The  widow  of  a 
butcher,  of  Varennes,  was  barba¬ 
rously  assassinated.  The  perpe¬ 
trator  having  gotten  into  the 
house,  removed  two  infants,  who 
were  sleeping  in  the  same  bed 
with  their  mother,  into  another 
apartment,  and  laid  them  on  a 
mattress  which  he  had  for  that 
purpose  brought  down  from  the 
floor  above.  He  then  returned  to 
his  victim  and  dispatched  her. 
When  the  body  of  this  unfortunate 
woman  was  examined  next  day,  it 
was  found  that  her  throat  had 
been  cut ;  that  she  had  received 
two  stabs  with  a  knife,  one  in  the 
breast  below  the  heart,  and  the 
other  in  the  abdomen ;  and  that 
her  left  shoulder  and  the  fore 
finger  of  her  right  hand  were  al¬ 
most  entirely  cut  off.  She  still 
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grasped  in  one  hand  some  locks  of 
hair  which,  in  struggling,  she  had 
tom  from  the  head  of  her  mur¬ 
derer  ;  and  this  led  to  his  discovery. 

22.  Outrage  on  Sir  H. 
Lowe. — About  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning  sir  Hudson  Lowe  had 
ordered  a  hackney-chaise  to  the 
door  of  a  house  in  Paddington- 
green,  and  was  on  the  point  of 
entering  it,  when  he  was  rudely 
run  against  by  a  young  person  of 
slight,  short  stature  and  mean  ap¬ 
pearance,  who,  instead  of  mani¬ 
festing  any  concern  at  what  oc¬ 
curred,  immediately  exclaimed,  in 
a  foreign  accent,  “  what  do  you 
mean,  sir,  by  insulting  me  ?  Do 
you  mean  to  insult  me  ?”  Insult 
you  !”  sir  Hudson  Lowe  replied, 
“  why,  you  ran  directly  up  against 
me  !”  The  young  person  persist¬ 
ing,  however,  to  talk  in  the  same 
strange  manner  as  if  hardly  in  his 
senses,  sir  Pludson  Lowe,  with¬ 
out  farther  regarding  him,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  step  into  the  carriage, 
when  he  felt  that  a  stroke  had 
been  made  at  him  with  a  small 
whip  by  the  young  man,  who  in¬ 
stantly  withdrew  out  of  his  reach. 
Sir  H.  Lowe,  having  an  umbrella 
in  his  hand,  turned  round  and  pur¬ 
sued  him  with  the  intention  of 
striking  him  with  it,  when  a  se¬ 
cond  person,  apparently  an  Eng¬ 
lishman,  andaby-stander,  suddenly 
sprang  forward  between  sir  H. 
Lowe  and  the  young  man,  and 
forcibly  prevented  it.  Sir  H. 
Lowe,  finding  himself  thus  op¬ 
posed,  returned  to  the  carriage, 
and  was  in  the  act  of  getting  into 
it,  when  the  young  person  came 
forward,  with  a  card  in  his  hand, 
and  sir  H.  Lowe  taking  no  notice 
of  him,  the  card  was  thrown  into 
the  carriage,  and  instantly  flung 
back,  without  being  even  looked 
at.  Sir  H.  Lowe  had  not,  at  this 


time,  the  slightest  knowledge  or 
suspicion,  who  the  young  man  was, 
and  could  not  conceive  him  to  be 
a  gentleman.  On  his  return  to 
the  house  some  time  after,  sir  H. 
Lowe  found  that  two  cards  had 
been  picked  up  in  front  of  the 
door,  and  on  them  was  written  the 
name  of  baron  E.  de  Las  Cases, 
Dog-tavern,  Elolywell-street.  This 
young  man  left  St.  Helena,  a  mere 
boy,  between  five  and  six  years 
before,  and  was  not  in  the  least 
degree  recognizable  by  sir  Hud¬ 
son  Lowe.  It  was  afterwards 
ascertained,  that  both  the  young 
man  and  the  person  who  had 
interposed  to  protect  him,  had 
been  lying  in  wait  near  the  door 
for  some  time  previously,  and  had 
even  called  the  preceding  day  at 
the  house,  to  inquire  for  sir  H, 
Lowe,  refusing,  however,  to  leave 
their  names. 

23.  Brussels.  —  The  young 
prince,  the  infant  son  of  his  royal 
highness  the  prince  of  Orange, 
died  yesterday  evening.  He  was 
born  at  Socesdyk,  on  the  21st  of 
May  last,  when  he  received  the 
names  William  Alexander  Ernest 
Cassimir. 

Solan  Goose. — One  day  last 
week,  as  two  old  women  were  col¬ 
lecting  fuel  on  Jevington-hill,  Sus¬ 
sex,  they  observed  at  no  great  dis¬ 
tance  from  them  a  bird  of  uncom¬ 
mon  size,  endeavouring  to  make 
its  escape  by  flight,  which,  from 
some  hurt,  it  seemed  unable  to  ef¬ 
fect;  the  women  speedily  over¬ 
took  their  game,  when  a  desperate 
conflict  ensued,  and  it  was  not 
until  it  had  been  killed  by  the 
prongs  with  which  they  were 
armed,  that  the  object  of  their  pur¬ 
suit  could  be  secured.  1 1  proved  to  be 
th ePelicanus  bcissanus  of  Linnaeus, 
the  Gannet,  or  Solan  goose,  a  bird 
rarely  met  with  upon  our  coast ; 
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though  very  common  in  the  He¬ 
brides,  and  the  rocky  isles  of  North 
Britain. 

The  French  Press  *—  Tri¬ 
bunal  of  Correctional  Po¬ 
lice. — The  Cause  of  the  “  Miroir ” 
— M.  Michelot,  the  editor  of  the 
“  Miroir,”  was  accused  of  having,  by 
two  articles  published  therein  on 
the  17th  and  28  th  of  August,  in¬ 
sulted  the  person  of  the  king,  and 
outraged  the  religion  of  the  state. 

The  first  of  these  articles  was 
intituled,  “  Paris  in  5839 ;  a 
Dream.”  In  it  the  author  sup¬ 
poses  that  America  is  become  the 
centre  of  civilization,  and  that  Eu¬ 
rope  is  only  one  vast  solitude 
covered  with  ruins.  He  crosses 
the  ocean  to  visit  these  remains, 
the  sad  evidences  of  departed 
greatness,  and,  following  the  course 
of  the  Seine,  arrives  at  the  ruins 
of  Paris.  The  author  then  pro¬ 
ceeds,—^  Here,  at  every  turning, 
the  most  learned  antiquarian  of  our 
party  favoured  us  with  a  profound 
dissertation.  “  Behold,  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  the  site  of  a  magnificent 
edifice,  which  was  called  the  Palais 
Royal,  because  it  was  the  residence 
of  the  monarch.  Here  you  may 
see  what  was  once  the  Louvre. 
The  origin  of  this  name  is  un¬ 
known,  but  by  analogy,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  to  affirm,  that  Louvre  was 
only  the  translation  of  the  Latin 
word  lupania — louverie,  a  place  for 
wolves.  The  Louvre,  therefore, 
was  the  abode  of  wild  beasts,  which 
the  kings  kept  confined  there  in 
great  iron  cages,  to  be  exhibited 
on  certain  days  as  a  spectacle  to 
the  people,  &c. There,”  continued 
our  oracle,  “  was  the  bed  of  re¬ 
pose,  the  burying-ground  of  the 
good  citizens ;  it  was  called  the 
Champs  Ely  sees.  Near  the  gardens 
of  the  king  are  the  foundations  of 
a  building,  which  was  called  the 


menagerie.  Menagerie  is  a  word 
derived  from  the  Gothic  menage, 
which  signifies  husbandry,  or  eco¬ 
nomy.  The  menagerie  was  the 
treasury  of  the  state.  This  build¬ 
ing  was  the  receptacle  for  the 
money  which  was  raised  by  taxes, 
and  it  also  served  for  the  residence 
of  a  magistrate  who  was  appointed 
to  regulate  the  finances  of  the 
state.  This  person,  who  was  ne¬ 
cessarily  a  good  husbandman,  was 
entitled  the  minister  of  finance.” 
Here  a  loud  voice  in  the  street 
awakened  me.  The  Paris  of  5839 
vanished,  and  the  Paris  of  1821 
appeared  before  me.  I  recollected 
my  dream,  and  my  faith  in  anti¬ 
quarian  studies  received  a  shock. 
What  is  there  in  this  science,  I 
exclaimed ;  all  that  we  know  of 
Athens  and  of  Rome  may  be  as 
chimerical  as  what  I  learned  of 
Paris  in  my  dream.  ” 

The  second  article  was  intituled, 
“  Travelling  Shows,”  and  consist¬ 
ed  principally  of  an  extract  of  a 
letter  supposed  to  be  written  from 
Dieppe  in  the  following  terms  :■ — 
“  You  must  remember  to  have 
seen  at  St.  Cloud,  certain  tents,  in 
which  monkeys,  learned  dogs, 
and  other  phenomena  are  shown 
to  such  persons  as  feel  interested 
in  these  matters.  Walking  on  the 
port  the  other  day  with  some 
friends,  I  proposed  that  we  should 
enter  a  tent  of  this  kind  to  see 
what  animals  it  contained.  We 
approached  one,  and  heard  the 
crier,  a  trumpet  in  his  hand,  call¬ 
ing  to  the  people,  and  with  the 
voice  of  a  Stentor,  announcing 
that  the  show  would  commence 
immediately,  and  that  it  would  be 
still  more  wonderful  than  any  that 
had  before  been  exhibited.  e  Walk 
in/  said  he,  ‘  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men  ;  you  will  see  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour,  the  doubts  of  Joseph 
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about  the  Virgin  Mary,  his  wife, 
the  Passion,  the  Resurrection,  &c/ 
We  rushed  in,  and  obtained  the 
front  seat  without  caring  for  the 
price,  which,  however,  was  full 
sixpence.  The  curtain  was  soon 
drawn  up,  and  I  saw  all  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Punch  transformed  into 
Jews,  Pharisees,  and  magicians. 
The  Virgin  appeared,  and  was  put 
to  bed  and  delivered  without 
the  pains  of  childbirth.  Joseph, 
who  did  not  understand  this  affair, 
called  his  spouse  some  hard  names, 
that  mightily  pleased  the  audience, 
which  was  chiefly  composed  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  port.  f  You 
see/  said  a  married  woman  who 
sat  behind  me,  ‘  that  the  injustice 
of  husbands  preceded  the  birth  of 
the  Saviour/  This  reflection  di¬ 
verted  those  who  heard  it.  The 
‘  Passion’  followed  what  we  had 
just  seen.  The  character  of  Judas 
was  admirable ;  however,  every 
body  seemed  to  be  pf  opinion  that 
it  was  common,  and  might  be 
met  with  every  day.  Herod, 
with  a  doctor’s  cap  on  his  head, 
interpreted  very  badly,  and  dis¬ 
covered  in  the  least  actions  of  our 
Saviour  sufficient  cause  for  his  cru¬ 
cifixion.  Pontius  Pilate  washed 
his  hands  of  the  business  with  an 
air  the  most  becoming  and  indiffer¬ 
ent  imaginable. 

“  The  show,  according  to  the 
announcement,  finished  with  the 
Resurrection.  The  spectators  re¬ 
tired  cracking  a  thousand  jokes 
upon  the  puppets  changed  into 
Jews  and  Romans,  and  I  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  imagined  myself  carried  back 
to  that  remote  period  of  which 
Boileau  speaks,  when  an  ignorant 
troop  of  strollers  represented  mys¬ 
teries  on  temporary  scaffoldings — 

“  Et  sottement  zel£e  en  sa  simplicity, 

Jouait  les  saints,  la  Yierge,  et  Dieu 
par  piete.” 


The  author  concluded  by  some 
reflections  on  the  abuse  of  this  kind 
of  spectacle,  and  expressed  a  desire 
to  have  it  abolished. 

The  king’s  advocate,  after  a  mi¬ 
nute  criticism  of  the  above  frag¬ 
ments,  called  for  the  condemnation 
of  M.  Michelot,  the  acknowledged 
author  of  the  articles,  and  the  res¬ 
ponsible  editor  of  the  “  Miroir.  ” 

M.  Chaix  d’Est  Ange  defended 
the  accused.  He  contended,  that 
the  object  of  the  author  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  intituled  “Paris  in  5839/’  was 
merely  to  show  the  uncertainty  of 
what  were  called  antiquarian  dis¬ 
coveries.  The  imaginary  anti¬ 
quary  of  the  author,  like  all  others 
of  his  class,  referred  in  every  case  to 
etymology,  and  in  consequence  fell 
into  the  most  absurd  errors,  as  was 
evinced  by  the  observations  upon 
the  menagerie.  The  learned  ad¬ 
vocate,  however,  quoted  several  au¬ 
thors  to  prove  that  his  client  was  cor¬ 
rect  with  respect  to  the  etymology 
of  the  word  Louvre.  That  person, 
only,  he  said,  ought  to  be  consi¬ 
dered  guilty,  who  had  brought 
such  an  article  before  a  judicial  tri¬ 
bunal,  and,  by  wishing  it  to  be 
supposed  that  the  king  could  be 
compared  with  ferocious  animals, 
had  really  insulted  the  majesty  of 
the  throne.  Passing  to  the  second 
article  charged  as  libellous,  M. 
Chaix  d’Est- Ange  offered  to  prove, 
that  the  scandalous  spectacle  des¬ 
cribed  by  the  author  was  really 
exhibited.  He  contended  that  the 
article  was  merely  a  description  of 
what  took  place,  unaccompanied  by 
comments. 

After  deliberating  half  an  hour, 
the  tribunal  delivered  its  judgment, 
that  the  article  intituled  “  Paris  in 
5839/’  contained  no  offence  what¬ 
ever  towards  the  person  of  the 
king,  and  that  the  article  intituled 
“  Travelling  Shows,”  was  only  a 
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description  of  a  theatrical  repre¬ 
sentation  which  took  place  in  the 
town  of  Dieppe,  which  fact  was 
not  denied  by  the  public  prose¬ 
cutor;  moreover,  that  the  object 
of  the  article  was  not  to  outrage 
or  turn  into  ridicule  the  religion 
of  the  state,  but  rather  to  show 
the  impropriety  and  the  abuse  of 
theatrical  representations  of  holy 
mysteries,  and  to  denounce  them, 
if  not  to  authority,  at  least  to  pub¬ 
lic  opinion. 

The  complaint  was  therefore 
dismissed. 

2 6.  Bow-street.  —  Mr.  John 
Grant,  stated  to  be  55  years  of 
age,  was  brought  up  on  a  peace 
warrant,  in  which  he  stood  charged 
with  having  used  threats  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Newberry  and  Mr. 
Wood,  her  brother-in-law,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  they  appre¬ 
hended  personal  danger.  Miss 
Newberry,  a  lady  of  highly  re¬ 
spectable  family,  and  about  SOyears 
of  age,  resided  chiefly  on  an  estate 
of  her  own,  adjoining  the  little 
village  of  Bensington,  in  Oxford¬ 
shire.  Several  years  ago  the  de¬ 
fendant,  then  in  a  state  (compared 
with  her  situation  in  life)  of 
poverty,  contrived  to  get  intro¬ 
duced  to  her,  and  pestered  her  for 
some  time  with  his  attentions,  in 
spite  of  her  positive  refusal  to  listen 
to  proposals  of  any  kind  from  him. 
Finding  himself  rejected,  he  pur¬ 
sued  a  system  of  annoyance  which 
completely  destroyed  her  comfort, 
and  she  was  under  the  necessity  of 
removing  continually  from  place 
to  place  to  avoid  him.  fie  fol¬ 
lowed  her  wherever  she  went,  as 
soon  as  he  could  ascertain  the  route 
she  had  taken,  and  omitted  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  throwing  himself  in 
her  way  and  pouring  forth  pro¬ 
testations  of  love  and  devotion, 
which,  so  far  from  exciting  any 


sentiment  of  a  corresponding  nature 
in  the  mind  of  the  lady  to  whom 
they  were  addressed,  were  always 
received  with  marked  disgust.  At 
length,  to  the  infinite  joy  of  her 
and  her  whole  family,  the  de¬ 
fendant  met  with  another  lady 
possessed  of  a  fortune  of  about 
800/.  a  year,  and  against  her  (or 
it )  he  commenced  operations.  This 
lady,  after  a  courtship  of  very  short 
duration,  bestowed  upon  him  her 
person  and  her  fortune.  But  in 
something  less  than  12  months  she 
died,  and  Mr.  John  Grant  was 
once  more  turned  loose  and  un¬ 
shackled  upon  the  world,  a  vigorous 
widower  of  something  more  than 
50,  with  an  income  of  800/.  a  year. 
With  this  latter  additional  attrac¬ 
tion,  he  renewed  his  attacks  upon 
Miss  Newberry,  but  with  the  same 
ill  success  as  before.  She  rejected 
him  in  the  most  decided  terms, 
and  commanded  him  to  quit  her 
presence  for  ever  a  mandate 
however,  which  he  would  not 
obey.  He  followed  her  from  one 
place  to  another  as  before.  While 
she  was  at  Bensington,  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  village.  Upon 
some  occasions,  when  he  met  her  im 
her  walks,  his  conduct  was  so  vio¬ 
lent,  that  she  was  alarmed ;  and  for 
six  or  seven  months  she  scarcely, 
even  for  half  an  hour,  quitted  the 
boundaries  of  her  own  house  and 
garden.  He  was  constantly  watch¬ 
ing  the  house,  and  to  avoid  his 
gaze  /she  was  obliged  to  sit  within 
doors  for  days  together  with  the 
blinds  closely  drawn.  At  length, 
about  14  months  ago,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  magis¬ 
trates  in  that  neighbourhood  for 
protection,  and  Mr.  Grant  was 
taken  into  custody  and  bound  over 
to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year. 
For  that  space  of  time  he  kept 
away  from  Miss  Newberry ;  but 
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on  the  very  day,  upon  which  his 
recognizance  expired,  he  left  Lon¬ 
don  for  Bensington,  again  to  annoy 
her  with  his  importunities ;  hut 
fortunately  she  had  quitted  that 
place  for  Bristol,  and  he  failed  to 
learn  whither  she  was  gone.  He, 
however,,  traced  her  subsequently 
to  London ;  and  up  to  the  hour 
when  application  was  made  to  the 
magistrates  here,  he  had  continued 
to  persecute  her  in  the  way  already 
described.  Remonstrance  was  per¬ 
fectly  useless.  Mr.  Wood  saw  him 
several  times,  and  endeavoured  by 
gentle  means  to  dissuade  him  from 
annoying  his  sister,  hut  it  was  of 
no  use ;  the  more  mild  the  course 
pursued  towards  him,  the  more 
violent  was  his  conduct;  and  he 
repeatedly  told  Mr.  Wood,  that,  if 
he  regarded  his  own  safety,  he  had 
better  not  interfere,  and  made  use 
of  other  threats  in  still  plainer 
language.  To  Miss  Newberry  he 
said  several  times — If  you  will 
not  have  me,  you  must  take  care  of 
yourself/’  They  had  too  much 
reason  to  apprehend,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  violent  disposi¬ 
tion  of  the  man,  that  these  were 
^ot  mere  idle  threats,  but  would 
be  likely  to  be  put  into  execution 
— an  apprehension  which  was 
heightened  (Mr.  Wood  said)  by 
their  recollection  of  an  occurrence 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Grant,  which, 
at  the  time,  engaged  the  public 
attention  in  no  small  degree,  and 
which  the  magistrate  could  not 
fail  to  remember.  Some  years  ago 
Mr.  Grant  attempted  to  force  his 
attentions  upon  a  daughter  of  vis¬ 
count  Dudley  and  Ward,  and  met, 
as  in  the  present  case,  with  a  re¬ 
fusal.  He  made  some  violent  at¬ 
tack  upon  her  in  public,  and  a  Mr. 
Townsend  interfered  to  protect 
her,  upon  which  Grant  drew  forth 


a  pistol  and  bred  at  him,  but 
luckily  missed  his  object.  He 
was,  however,  tried  for  maliciously 
shooting,  and  received  sentence  of 
death,  which  was  afterwards  com¬ 
muted  to  transportation  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  term  of  years.  It  was  after 
his  return  to  this  country,  that  he 
commenced  his  attacks  upon  Miss 
Newberry. 

Mr.  Grant,  when  called  upon  to 
reply  to  these  charges,  accused  Mr. 
Wood  indirectly  of  perjury,  and 
talked  a  great  deal  of  the  encour¬ 
agement,  which  he  averred  he  had 
received  formerly  from  Miss  New¬ 
berry,  whom,  he  added,  he  loved 
most  ardently,  and  would  go  all 
over  the  world  to  serve  and  to 
render  happy. 

Mr.  Minshull  asked  Miss  New¬ 
berry,  if  she  ever  gave  encourage¬ 
ment  to  his  addresses? 

Miss  Newberry,  bursting  into 
tears,  declared  she  never  had. 
The  sight,  nay,  even  the  name  of 
him,  was  abhorrent  to  her. 

Mr.  Grant  declared  this  to  be 
untrue,  “  and,”  continued  he  to 
the  magistrate,  “  in  proof  of  it, 
listen  while  I  read  the  conclusion 
of  one  of  her  letters  to  me — it  is 
this  (reading),  f  That  you  may 
soon  meet  with  a  lady,  who  can 
feel  that  tenderness  for  you  which 
was  entertained  by  your  late  wife, 
is  the  earnest  wish  of — Elizabeth 
Newberry.’  ” 

Mr.  Minshull  said,  he  thought 
Mr.  Grant’s  interpretation  of  this 
passage  a  very  odd  one. 

Grant  went  on  declaring,  that 
Miss  Newberry  had  given  him 
encouragement,  and  that  he  would 
never  give  up  the  hope  of  enjoying 
her  society.  His  Hews  were  of 
the  most  honourable  kind ;  he 
wished  to  make  her  his  wife,  and 
he  knew  of  no  law  which  could 
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compel  a  man  to  desist  from  paying 
his  addresses  to  a  lady,  if  it  was 
his  pleasure  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Minshull. — But  there  is  a 
law,  sir,  to  protect  a  lady  from  in¬ 
sult  and  persecution,  and  it  shall 
be  enforced  in  the  present  instance. 
I  must  order  you  to  find  sureties 
to  keep  the  peace,  yourself  in  200/., 
and  two  responsible  persons  in 
100/.  each. 

Mr.  Grant  said  he  should  not 
find  bail,  but  would  go  to  prison. 
He  denied  that  he  had  done  any 
thing  to  warrant  the  magistrate  in 
making  such  an  order.  Persisting 
in  his  determination,  he  was  com- 
mittted  to  the  House  of  Correc¬ 
tion. 

Old  Bailey. — William  T owns- 
send,  alias  Pocock,  was  put  to  the 
bar  to  take  his  trial  on  an  indict¬ 
ment  charging  him  ^vith  assaulting 
Aaron  Seymour  on  the  king’s 
highway,  putting  him  in  fear,  and 
taking  from  his  person  22/. 

Mr.  Aaron.  Crossley  Seymour 
deposed  as  follows : — I  live  in 
Dublin.  In  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last  I  was  in  England.  I 
had  lodgings  in  Upper  Bryanstone- 
street.  My  wife  was  with  me  on 
the  evening  of  the  6th  of  Septem¬ 
ber.  In  consequence  of  something 
that  passed,  I  set  out  to  the  house 
of  a  friend  near  the  Middlesex  Hos¬ 
pital.  I  went  in  search  of  a  coach. 
When  I  reached  Portman-street, 
the  prisoner  came  up  to  me,  and 
asked  me  what  o’clock  it  was?  It 
was  between  8  and  9 ;  and  I  an¬ 
swered  as  nearly  as  I  could,  with¬ 
out  pulling  out  my  watch.  He  re¬ 
marked  that  the  night  was  fine,  and 
continued  to  walk  by  my  side.  On 
getting  into  Oxford-street  I  stood 
on  the  footway  searching  for  my 
glass,  as  I  am  near-sighted,  to  look 
if  there  was  a  coach  on  the  stand. 
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Observing  me,  he  asked  if  I  wanted 
a  coach  ?  I  replied  I  did.  He 
said,  he  believed  I  was  a  stranger 
in  London  ?  I  said,  I  was.  I  had 
then  been  only  two  days  in  town. 
He  asked  me,  what  direction  I  was 
going  in.  I  said,  towards  Middle¬ 
sex  Hospital.  He  said,  he  was 
going  in  the  same  direction,  and 
begged  I  would  allow  him  to  take 
part  of  the  coach,  and  he  would  pay 
his  share.  I  said,  I  should  pay  for 
the  coach,  and,  if  it  was  any  accom¬ 
modation  to  him,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  avail  himself  of  it.  I  thought, 
it  would  be  ungracious  to  refuse. 
He  pointed  out  a  coach  on  the 
stand.  It  happened  to  be  the  first. 
We  walked  towards  it.  Before 
we  said  any  thing,  the  door  was 
opened ;  I  do  not  know  by  whom 
— it  was  not  the  waterman  on  the 
stand.  I  stepped  in  first.  The 
prisoner  delayed,  and  said  some¬ 
thing  to  the  man  who  opened  the 
coach,  which  I  did  not  hear ; 
and  immediately  jumped  into  the 
coach,  and  the  door  was  shut. 
This  was  done  so  quickly,  that  I 
had  not  time  to  give  any  direction 
to  the  coachman ;  but  the  prisoner 
placed  himself  next  the  door,  and 
said  “  Drive  towards  Marylebone 
church.”  Not  knowing  where 
Marylebone  church  was,  I  asked  if 
it  was  in  my  direction?  he  said 
(i  it  was.”  I  did  not  suspect  I  was 
going  wrong,  till  the  coach  reached 
Portman- square.  I  knew  from  the 
map,  that  if  I  turned  to  the  right 
on  entering  the  square,  I  should 
have  gone  towards  Middlesex  Hos¬ 
pital.  On  finding  the  coach  go  in 
a  contrary  direction,  I  said  it  was 
taking  me  out  of  my  way.  The 
prisoner  said  it  was  not.  He  said 
he  only  wanted  to  go  to  a  street  a 
little  above  the  square,  and  the 
coach  would  go  on  with  me,  I 
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said  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  go  to 
Berners-street,  and  that  he  must 
either  leave  the  coach,  or  I  would, 
and  get  another.  He  said,  there 
was  no  necessity  for  my  leaving 
the  coach,  as  he  meant  to  drive  to 
Marylebone  New  Church,  and  then 
to  the  watch-house.  I  asked  what 
business  he  could  have  at  the 
watch-house ;  he  said  he  meant  to 
commit  me  for  malpractices.  I 
immediately  put  my  head  out  of 
the  coach  window,  and  called  to 
the  coachman  to  stop.  At  this 
time,  I  saw  another  man  besides 
the  coachman  on  the  box.  The 
prisoner  begged,  I  would  not  make 
a  noise,  and  he  would  get  out 
quietly  at  Marylebone  church.  I 
was  alarmed  at  what  the  prisoner 
had  said,  and,  declaring  that  I  would 
not  stay  another  moment,  I  again 
called  to  the  coachman.  I  suppose 
he  did  not  hear  me.  The  prisoner 
immediately  put  his  head  out  of  the 
other  side,  and  said  something  to 
the  man  on  the  box,  which  I  did 
not  hear.  The  coachman  was  at 
this  time  passing  Montague-house, 
and  I  opened  the  door  and  jumped 
out,  being  much  alarmed.  I  ran 
down  one  side  of  the  square,  and 
went  to  my  friend’s  in  Berners- 
street.  In  about  a  week  or  ten 
days  after,  about  four  o’clQck,  it 
was  on  the  12th  or  13th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  just  as  I  was  knocking  at 
my  own  door  in  Upper  Bryanstone- 
street,  the  prisoner  came  up  to 
me,  and  said,  he  had  now  found 
out  where  I  lived,  and  expressed 
himself  dissatisfied  at  my  having 
quitted  him  so  shabbily  about  the 
coach.  I  told  him,  I  had  expected 
to  be  either  robbed  or  murdered. 
The  door  was  just  at  that  moment 
opened  by  my  servant,  and  I  said 
I  would  be  in  in  a  few  minutes. 
Being  unwilling  to  bring  him  into 
the  house,  after  what  had  occurred, 
Vol.  LXIV, 


I  walked  with  him  to  the  top  of 
Bryanstone-street.  In  our  walk  he 
told  me  that  he  was  a  hard-working 
man,  and  that  I  was  a  gentleman ; 
adding,  “  Now  you  shall  pay  me 
well,  or  I  will  expose  you  to  the 
World.”  I  asked  him,  how  ?  and 
he  said  he  knew  himself.  He  said 
he  was  an  ironmonger,  living  in 
Adam-street,  close  by ;  that  his  name 
was  William  Townsend,  and  that 
he  was  well  known  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  I  remonstrated  with 
him  on  his  accusation  and  demand. 
He  said  he  must  have  50/.,  or  he 
would  expose  me  to  the  world.  I 
reasoned  with  him,  and  said,  he 
could  have  neither  principle,  nor 
honour,  nor  humanity,  thus  to  ex¬ 
tort  money.  He  said  he  did  not 
want  to  talk  about  any  thing  of 
that  sort ;  he  must  have  the  money. 
He  was  very  loud  in  his  demand, 
and  threatened  to  expose  me  for 
malpractices  to  the  first  person  he 
met.  I  became  very  much  alarmed, 
and  was  thrown  off  my  guard.  I 
said,  I  had  not  such  a  sum  of  money, 
and  could  not  afford  to  give  it  to 
him.  He  said  he  would  take  20/. 
I  said,  I  could  not  give  him  that 
either.  He  said  he  must  have  it. 
I  replied  I  had  it  not.  He  then 
asked  me,  what  I  could  give  him. 
I  said,  I  had  10/.  in  my  pocket. 
He  swore  he  would  not  take  it. 
He  uttered  an  oath,  but  added,  he 
would  take  that,  if  I  would  give 
him  something  more ;  but  as  he 
had  sworn  he  would  not  take  that, 
he  must  have  more.  I  told  him  I 
could  get  him  a  couple  of  sovereigns 
perhaps  ;  and  begged  him  to  wait 
in  the  street.  I  returned  home, 
went  up  stairs,  and,  dinner  being  on 
the  table,  I  told  Mrs.  Seymour  I 
would  be  back  in  a  moment,  took 
two  sovereigns  out  of  my  desk, 
and  returned  to  the  street,  where 
the  prisoner  was  waiting,  and  gave 
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them  to  him.  He  went  away, 
swearing,  in  a  very  solemn  manner, 
i  should  never  see  or  hear  of  him 
any  more.  I  think  I  was  not  more 
than  five  minutes  in  the  coach  with 
the  prisoner  on  the  6th  of  Sep¬ 
tember;  during  that  time  I  took 
no  liberties  with  him,  and  certainly 
was  guilty  of  no  malpractices  against 
him.  I  parted  with  my  money 
being  under  great  apprehension  and 
alarm,  that  he  would  expose  my 
person  to  danger,  and  my  character 
to  injury. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adol¬ 
phus. — I  had  arrived  in  London  on 
Wednesday,  and  this  happened  on 
Friday.  1  had  not  been  in  London 
for  four  years,  till  about  a  month 
previous  to  this  transaction,  when 
I  was  in  town  for  two  days.  I 
then  came  from  Cheltenham ;  I  ge¬ 
nerally  live  in  Dublin.  During 
the  four  years,  I  lived  for  some 
time  at  Brighton,  Tunbridge, 
Cheltenham,  and  Bath.  When  I 
was  previously  resident  in  London, 
which  was  for  about  eight  months, 
I  lived  in  Chenies-street,  Bedford- 
square.  I  was  not  such  a  stranger, 
as  not  to  know  how  to  call  a  coach. 
I  did  not  know  the  neighbourhood 
of  Marylebone,  although  I  might 
have  been  in  the  parish.  I  was 
going  on  the  night  in  question  to 
see  Mrs.  Ward,  in  Berners-street. 
1  did  not  know  the  prisoner  before. 
I  did  not  see  a  person  in  the  square 
to  call  for  assistance.  I  did  not 
take  the  number  of  the  coach. 
It  was  a  female  servant  who 
opened  the  door  on  the  12th  or 
13th.  There  was  no  man  in  the 
house. 

Examined  by  Mr.  Justice  Park. 
• — My  reason  for  not  calling  for 
assistance  on  the  12th  or  13th  was, 
that  I  was  ve?y  much  alarmed, 
and  as  I  was  walking  by  the  pri¬ 
soner,  a  man  passed,  to  whom  he 
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nodded  familiarly  and  laughed. 
The  prisoner  had  said,  his  grand¬ 
mother  had  left  him  an  estate  in 
Ireland,  which  he  expected  to  get 
when  he  was  of  age.  It  amounted 
to  3,000/.  He  wished  to  go  over 
to  get  payment  of  it;  had  not  the 
means,  and  threw  himself  upon  me 
to  get  those  means.  It  was  after 
I  had  promised  the  ten  pounds,  he 
told  me  this  story.  I  have  been  a 
married  man  nearly  five  years. 
It  was  more  than  five  or  six  days, 
before  I  communicated  this  to  any 
person.  Mrs.  Seymour  mentioned 
the  subject  to  me  on  the  2nd  Oc¬ 
tober.  Whilst  I  stood  talking  to 
the  prisoner  in  Bryanstone-street, 
the  man  to  whom  I  alluded  passed 
twice  afterwards.  The  prisoner 
was  dressed  entirely  in  black  on 
the  6th  of  September.  It  appeared 
so  to  me. 

Mary  Kendal. — In  the  month 
of  September  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sey¬ 
mour  lodged  with  me.  On  the 
2nd  of  October  the  prisoner  came 
to  my  house,  and  asked  to  see  Mr. 
Seymour.  I  said  he  was  not  at 
home ;  he  said,  I  had  better  not 
deny  him,  as  he  had  been  denied 
twice  before  ;  this  was  about  eleven 
in  the  morning.  He  said,  if  Mr. 
Seymour  would  not  see  him,  he 
would  fetch  an  officer.  He  went 
away  for  a  few  minutes,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  a  young  fellow,  who, 
he  said,  was  an  officer.  He  also 
said,  he  was  an  officer  himself.  I 
requested  him  to  come  in  and  speak 
to  Mrs.  Seymour;  Mr.  Seymour 
was  out.  He  was  very  turbulent. 
I  went  up  to  request  Mrs.  Sey¬ 
mour  to  come  down  to  him.  He 
said,  he  wanted  28/.  He  had  re¬ 
ceived  12/.  at  one  time,  and  ten  at 
another.  Mrs.  Seymour  came 
down.  I  was  present  at  the  in¬ 
terview.  Townsend  had  a  short 
stick,  and  said  he  was  an  officer. 
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The  other  young  man  did  not  come 
in,  nor  did  he  speak.  I  stood  in 
the  passage  and  heard  what  passed : 
the  door  was  opened.  The  pri¬ 
soner  said,  his  business  was  secret : 
he  could  not  tell  Mrs.  Seymour  on 
any  account,  but  he  would  be  there 
at  12  o’clock  on  the  morrow.  That 
was  all  that  occurred  at  that  time. 
Mrs.  Seymour  saw  him  twice  after¬ 
wards.  I  was  present  both  times. 
He  was  finally  taken  up  some  days 
after  in  my  house.  He  told  me  on 
the  Monday  before  he  was  taken, 
that  he  was  a  watchmaker,  his  name 
was  Townsend,  he  lived  at  No.  5, 
Adam-street,  and  was  very  well 
known,  and  a  respectable  young 
man.  I  saw  him  on  the  Saturday 
after  he  came  the  first  time.  He 
said  he  understood  Mr.  Seymour 
was  a  man  of  fortune,  bore  a  good 
character,  and  had  married  a  rich 
heiress  ;  he  was  surprised  that  he 
could  not  pay  him  the  money. 
When  Mrs.  Seymour  came  down, 
she  asked  him  what  he  wanted  ? 
He  said  he  could  not  tell  her ;  it 
would  make  her  miserable  for  life, 
and  expose  her  husband’s  character. 
I  met  him  on  the  Monday  in  Ox¬ 
ford-street.  He  spoke  to  me.  I 
told  him,  I  could  not  stop  to  speak 
to  him  in  the  street.  He  said,  he 
wished  me  to  inform  Mr.  Seymour 
he  would  call  on  him  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  I  desired  him  not  to  call  to 
annoy  Mrs.  Seymour,  as  it  was 
very  unpleasant  for  me  and  her. 
He  said  he  was  in  great  want  of 
his  money,  as  he  wanted  to  go  to 
Ireland.  He  told  me,  Mr.  Seymour 
had  been  guilty  of  crimes,  and  was 
not  worthy  to  be  called  a  man.  I 
asked  him,  whether  it  was  in  Ire¬ 
land,  or  since  he  came  to  England  ? 
He  said  in  England.  I  asked  him 
how  he  knew  ?  He  said  he  called 
a  coach  in  Oxford-street,  and  took 
a  person  in  the  coach  with  him. 


No  more  passed.  He  came  the 
next  morning  to  the  house,  and 
was  taken  up. 

Mrs.  Anne  Seymour  examined. — . 
I  am  wife  to  the  prosecutor.  On 
the  2nd  of  October  I  saw  the  pri¬ 
soner.  Mrs.  Kendal  called  me 
down  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock.  The  prisoner  said  my 
husband  owed  him  50/.  I  said  it 
must  be  a  mistake.  He  said  it 
was  not.  I  asked  him  what  it  was 
for?  and  he  replied,  it  was  a  great 
secret.  I  said,  I  knew  nothing 
about  it ;  but  if  he  would  call  the 
next  day,  Mr.  Seymour  would 
settle  it,  if  it  were  a  just  demand. 
He  then  went  away,  and  I  re¬ 
quested  information  might  be 
given  at  the  police-office.  Hie 
officers  came,  but  the  prisoner  did 
not  come.  He  came  again  on  the 
Saturday.  I  was  in  the  parlour, 
and  asked  him  what  he  wanted  ? 
He  said  28/. ;  and  if  he  did  not 
get  it,  he  would  injure  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour's  character.  I  replied,  “  His 
character  does  not  depend  on  you 
and  he  said  he  would  ruin  my 
happiness  for  ever  by  the  disclosure, 
and  would  write  me  a  letter  by 
the  next  morning  explaining  the 
whole  affair.  [The  witness  was 
here  much  affected.]  I  received 
no  letter.  He  came  again  on  the 
Tuesday  following.  I  went  into 
the  parlour,  and  called  Mrs.  Kendal 
and  the  servant  woman.  The 
prisoner  then  said,  “  Now,  Ma’am, 
I’ll  tell  you  all ;  Mr.  Seymour  has 
been  guilty  of  a  crime  unworthy  of 
a  man.  I  have  two  coachmen  to 
prove  it ;  they  say,  they  will  pro¬ 
secute  me,  if  I  do  not  prosecute 
him,  as  I  know  where  he  lives ; 
and  I  have  given  them  twenty 
pounds  each,  and  I  am  a  ruined 
man,  if  I  do  not  get  twenty-eight 
pounds." — [[The  witness’s  voice 
throughout  this  part  of  her  evidence 
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was  extremely  tremulous.]  I  of¬ 
fered  him  of  my  own  accord,  ten 
pounds,  if  he  would  sign  a  paper 
not  to  molest  Mr.  Seymour  any 
more.  Mr.  Seymour  had  at  this 
time  come  into  the  parlour.  He 
said,  he  would  not,  as  he  should 
get  into  a  scrape.  He  added,  he 
would  not  take  the  money  unless 
he  had  a  witness  of  his  own.  Mr. 
Seymour  offered  him  the  ten 
pounds.  He  at  last  said  he  would 
take  the  money  of  Mrs.  Kendal  at 
the  hall-door.  Before  this,  two 
officers  were  in  search  of  him.  Mrs. 
Kendal  had  the  money  in  her 
hand,  and  was  going  to  the 
door  to  give  it  to  him,  when  Cle¬ 
ment,  the  officer,  came  in  and  took 
him. — At  the  close  of  the  evidence, 
Mrs.  Seymour  sat  down,  unable 
longer  to  sustain  herself.  She  was 
dissolved  in  tears,  and  seemed  to 
feel  most  poignantly  the  painful 
situation  in  which  she  had  been 
placed.  She  immediately  after¬ 
wards  left  the  Court  with  Mrs. 
Kendal. 

Thomas  Clements,  the  officer, 
stated,  that  he  had  attended  at  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Kendal,  by  the  de¬ 
sire  of  the  magistrates,  on  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  prosecutor.  On 
taking  him  in  a  coach  to  the  office, 
the  prisoner  said,  speaking  of  Mr. 
Seymour,  “  Ah !  he’s  a  bad  one. 
About  five  weeks  ago  I  was  walk¬ 
ing  in  Seymour-street,  about  half 
drunk,  and  he  came  up  to  me,  and 
took  hold  of  my  hand,  and  asked 
me,  if  I  would  go  and  have  some¬ 
thing  to  drink.  I  refused,  saying, 
I  had  been  drinking  before.  We 
walked  together,  till  we  came  to  a 
coach-stand  in  Oxford-street.  He 
called  a  coach,  and  we  got  in.  We 
drove  up  Portman-street,  across 
For tman- square,  and  when  we  got 
into  Gloucester-street,  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour  took  liberties  with  me  (which 


witness  described,  as  stated  by  the 
prisoner).  I  called  to  the  coach¬ 
man  to  stop,  with  the  intention  of 
taking  Mr.  Seymour  to  Marylebone 
watch-house,  but  before  the  coach¬ 
man  could  stop,  he  jumped  out  and 
ran  away.  I  never  saw  him  after¬ 
wards  for  a  fortnight,  till  I  was 
drinking  at  a  public  house  at  the 
corner  of  Bryanstone-street.  I 
ran  up  and  collared  him,  and  said, 
f  Now  I’ve  found  you.  I’ll  go  and 
fetch  my  father,  and  you  shall  be 
exposed  for  what  you  did  in  the 
coach  the  other  night  when  you 
left  me  to  pay  for  the  coach.’  He 
begged  of  me  to  be  quiet,  and  that 
he  would  give  me  any  thing  to  say 
no  more  about  it.  He  then  went 
into  his  house  and  brought  out  a 
ten-pound  note  and  two  sovereigns, 
and  gave  them  to  me.  I  first  refused, 
and  threw  them  down ;  but  after¬ 
wards  I  took  them  up  and  went 
away.”  The  prisoner  repeated  the 
same  story  before  the  magistrate.  I 
was  present  when  he  was  examined. 
A  person  of  the  name  of  Kelly  was 
sent  for.  The  prisoner  told  me  he 
lived  in  Castle-street,  Oxford- 
street.  I  searched  his  lodgings, 
and  found  a  pocket-book  containing 
a  number  of  pawnbroker’s  dupli¬ 
cates.  When  Kelly  came,  he  de¬ 
manded  various  sums  of  the  pri¬ 
soner.  The  prisoner  said,  “  I 
don’t  owe  you  a  halfpenny.” 
Kelly  persisted.  At  last  the  pri¬ 
soner,  in  tears,  said,  “  You  want 
to  extort  money  from  me,  the  same 
as  I  did  from  that  gentleman !” 
pointing  to  Mr.  Seymour. 

Mr.  Walford  here  announced 
that  he  had  closed  his  case. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  now  asked  the 
prisoner,  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say 
in  his  defence. 

The  prisoner  merely  repeated 
his  statement,  and  alleged,  that, 
when  he  accosted  Mr.  Seymour  in 
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Bryanstone-street,  he  forced  the 
money  upon  him.  He  denied  that 
it  was  on  the  Friday  he  first  met 
Mr.  Seymour,  but  alleged  it  was  on 
the  Sunday.  He  had  no  witnesses 
to  his  character. 

Mr.  Justice  Park  summed  up  the 
evidence  to  the  jury.  He  explained 
the  law  applicable  to  this  case.,  and 
distinctly  stated  that  such  a  mode 
of  extorting  money  as  had  been 
imputed  to  the  prisoner,  if  sup¬ 
ported  by  credible  testimony,  was 
in  point  of  fact  a  highway  robbery. 
His  lordship  then  detailed  the 
facts,  and  said  it  was  for  the  jury 
to  say,  whether  they  believed  the 
prisoner  to  be  guilty  of  the  capital 
offence  laid  to  his  charge. 

The  jury,  without  hesitation, 
found  the  prisoner  guilty — Death. 

The  prisoner  was  quite  a  lad, 
not  more  than  nineteen  years  of 
age,  but  of  robust  appearance. 

Eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius. 
—On  the  20th,  at  sun-rise,  V esuvius 
was  tranquil,  though  for  two  days 
the  water  of  the  wells  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country  had  entirely  disap¬ 
peared;  but  a  few  seconds  after  12 
o’clock,  smoke,  mixed  with  lava, 
began  to  appear.  About  two  o’clock, 
a  dreadful  internal  noise  was  heard 
throughout  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood,  which  continued  to  increase 
until  midnight.  In  fine,  about  half 
past  three  o’clock  a  terrible  explo¬ 
sion  took  place  from  the  upper  cone, 
preceded  by  repeated  shocks  and 
internal  howlings  from  the  moun¬ 
tain.  The  shocks  increased  gra¬ 
dually  till  sun-rise ;  and  about  two 
hours  after  sun-rise,  a  torrent  of 
lava  about  a  mile  broad  was  per¬ 
ceived,  extending  as  far  as  a  mile 
and  a  half  between  the  Casa  della 
Favorita  and  Resina.  The  terror 
was  so  great,  that  the  road  from 
Portici  to  Naples  was  filled  with 


carriages,  conveying  families  and 
valuables  from  the  scene  of  danger. 

The  lava  at  first  flowed  in  a  stream 
of  the  breadth  of  half  a  mile,  in  a 
direction  west  from  the  mountain, 
and  after  destroying  a  great  extent 
of  ground,  stopped  at  a  place  called 
Monte.  A  second  body  of  lava  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  same  crater,  and  at 
the  same  time  as  the  former,  and 
covered  the  old  layers  on  the  side  of 
Bosco-Tre-Case  without  doing  any 
mischief.  A  third  stream  issued 
from  a  new  crater  which  the  erup¬ 
tion  had  opened,  and  stopped  near 
the  first ;  and  finally  a  fourth  stream 
burst  from  the  old  crater  called 
Vulcan’s  Mouth,  and  took  the  di¬ 
rection  of  La  Torre. 

So  numerous  were  the  stones 
cast  forth  from  the  volcano,  that 
they  filled  the  consular  road  from 
Resina  to  the  tower  of  Annunziata, 
and  blocked  up  the  passage. 

The  mountain  continued  in  a 
state  more  or  less  disturbed  for 
eight  days.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  the  eruption  appearing  to 
have  ceased,  a  solemn  thanksgiving 
to  heaven,  for  having  preserved 
Naples  from  the  danger  which 
threatened  it,  was  celebrated  in  the 
church  of  St.  Januarius. 

27-  Saumur. — Yesterday  lieu¬ 
tenant  Wolf  el,  who  arrested  gene¬ 
ral  Berton,  was  on  the  visiting 
service  (a  new  duty,  performed  by 
the  officers  in  garrison,  who  at 
night-fall,  in  succession,  have  to 
visit  the  town-gates,  military 
hospital,  &c.).  About  half-past 
nine  o’clock,  being  on  his  way 
to  the  hospital,  he  observed  se¬ 
veral  individuals,  who  appeared  to 
be  following  him:  without  sus¬ 
pecting  them  of  any  evil  design, 
he  passed  on  to  return  to  the  guard¬ 
house,  by  the  street  St.  Nicholas 
and  the  Square.  Arrived  there,  he 
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thought  he  recognized  near  him 
one  of  the  individuals  whom  he  had 
previously  remarked ;  but,  without 
further  occupying  his  attention 
about  this  circumstance,  he  turned 
down  a  narrow  street.  The 
assassin,  who  had  all  this  time 
vigilantly  watched  his  steps,  now 
went  on,  and  concealed  himself 
behind  a  large  post,  at  the  left 
corner  of  the  street,  near  the 
residence  of  the  commandant,  M. 
Leman. 

At  the  moment  that  M.  Wolfel 
was  about  to  turn  the  comer,  the 
assassin  extended  his  arm  and 
stabbed  him  with  a  poniard,  at  the 
same  time  calling  him  a  scoundrel ! 
M.  Wolfel  staggered  and  fell 
against  the  wall.  Observing  the 
man  making  off,  he  did  not  lose 
his  energy,  but  vainly  endeavoured 
to  pursue  the  murderer,  who  soon 
got  out  of  sight.  He  then  returned 
to  have  the  wound  dressed. 

His  wound  was  not  dangerous ; 
the  buckle  of  his  sword-belt,  which 
was  directly  over  the  left  breast, 
where  he  received  the  stab,  in  some 
degree  protected  him. 

Congresses. — A  German  jour¬ 
nal  gives  the  following  enumera¬ 
tion  of  the  Congresses  which  have 
been  held  for  these  30  years 
past:— 

The  Congress  of  Reichenbaeh, 
in  Silesia,  commenced  on  the  27th 
June,  1790  j  at  which  the  conven¬ 
tion  between  Austria  and  Prussia, 
relative  to  the  peace  of  the  former 
with  the  Porte,  was  concluded  on 
the  27th  of  July. 

The  Congress  of  Pilnitz  was 
held  on  the  27th  August,  1791, 
between  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
and  the  king  of  Prussia,  for  the 
re-establishment  of  the  monarchical 
system  in  France. 

The  Congress  of  Rastadt,  which 
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was  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  about  a  peace  between 
the  Germanic  empire  and  France, 
was  opened  on  the  7th  of  Dec. 
1797.  It  terminated  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1799,  without  producing 
any  result. 

The  Congress  of  Emperors  at 
Erfurt,  to  deliberate  on  the  affairs 
of  Europe,  commenced  on  the  27th 
of  September,  and  closed  on  the 
14th  of  October,  1808. 

The  Congress  of  Prague,  for  re¬ 
establishing  peace  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  was  to  have  commenced 
on  the  12th  of  July,  but  the 
French  Plenipotentiary,  Caulin- 
court,  did  not  arrive  till  the  28  th 
of  that  month.  This  Congress 
terminated  on  the  9th  of  August 
without  producing  any  result. 

The  Congress  of  Vienna,  which 
had  for  its  objects  to  assign  indem¬ 
nities  and  territories  to  several 
states,  opened  on  the  1st  of  Nov., 
1814,  and  closed  on  the  9th  of 
June,  1815. 

The  Congress  of  Monarchs  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  evacuation  of  France  by 
the  allied  troops,  and  the  situation 
of  Europe,  commenced  on  the  27th 
of  September,  and  terminated  on 
the  15th  of  November,  1818. 

The  Ministerial  Congress  of 
Carlsbad,  which  was  opened  in 
August,  and  continued  at  Vienna 
during  September,  1819,  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  affairs  of  Germany. 

The  Congress  of  Monarchs  at 
Troppau,  from  the  end  of  October 
to  the  month  of  December,  1820 — 
and  at  Laybach  from  January  to 
March,  1822,  took  into  consider¬ 
ation  the  affairs  of  Italy  in  general, 
but  more  particularly  those  of 
Naples  and  Piedmont. 

The  Congress  of  Verona  opened 
on  the  22nd  of  October. 
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Caledonian  Canal. — After  a 
labour  of  nearly  twenty  years,  and 
an  expenditure  of  about  900,000/., 
this  great  national  undertaking 
has  been  completed.  It  has  af¬ 
forded,  during  eighteen  or  twenty 
years,  employment  for  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  those  forlorn  wastes  through 
which  it  passes,  and  not  only  miti¬ 
gated  the  hardships  consequent  on 
the  late  rapid  changes,  but  aroused 
them  from  a  state  of  inactivity, 
and,  by  joining  them  with  skilful 
workmen  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  given  them  habits  of 
regular  industry.  The  Lochness 
steam-yacht,  accompanied  by  two 
smacks,  departed  from  the  locks  of 
Muirtown  on  the  first  voyage 
through  the  canal,  amidst  the  loud 
and  enthusiastic  cheerings  of  a 
great  concourse  of  people,  and  the 
firing  of  cannon.  Small  vessels 
may  now  pass  the  canal  from  the 
Moray  Frith  to  Fort  William,  to 
the  Isles,  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool, 
and  Ireland.  The  summit  level  of 
the  canal  is  94  feet ;  53  feet  are 
overcome  in  rising  to  Loch  Ness, 
and  the  remaining  height  of  41  feet 
is  attained  by  the  construction  of 
five  locks  at  Fort  Augustus,  one  at 
Kytra,  and  a  regulating  lock  at 
Aberchalder,  within  half  a  mile  of 
Loch  Oich.  At  the  south-west 
end  of  Loch  Lochy  is  situated  the 
last  regulating  lock  on  the  line, 
and  after  passing  through  a  great 
deal  of  deep  cutting  at  Moy, 
Strone,  and  Muirshearlich,  we 
reach  the  suite  of  8  locks  at 
Banavie,  which  has  been  not  un¬ 
aptly  termed  “  Neptune’s  stair¬ 
case.”  This  majestic  chain  of 
locks  sit  altogether  about  60  feet 
perpendicular,  and  cost  about 
50,000/. 

9-  Spain. — Singular  Attempt 


to  Save  a  Condemned  Crimi¬ 
nal.— A  singular  plot  to  save  the 
life  of  a  condemned  rebel,  and  to 
derive  from  that  circumstance  an 
influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
superstitious  part  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  was  discovered  at  Oviedo. 
A  criminal,  named  Roces  Dorado 
alias  Lamuno,  was  ordered  for 
execution  on  the  9^h.  He  was 
put  in  Capilla,  and  performed  all 
his  religious  duties  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  remarkable  devotion ; 
and  he  ate  a  good  supper,  and 
slept  soundly  on  the  preceding 
night.  When  the  appointed  hour 
arrived,  and  he  was  led  out  from 
his  prison,  he  showed  no  alarm  ;  but 
looked  coolly  on,  and  his  counten¬ 
ance  retained  its  natural  colour 
corresponding  with  his  youth  and 
vigorous  state  of  health.  Fie  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
executioner,  who  very  carefully 
covered  his  head,  neck,  and  part 
of  his  breast.  He  then  proceeded 
to  perform  the  office  of  strangling 
the  culprit;  and  it  appeared  that 
he  applied  to  the  instrument  of 
death  the  force  necessary  for  that 
purpose.  The  executioner,  how¬ 
ever,  contrived  to  avoid  giving  the 
fatal  turn. 

This  was  the  work  of  the  friars 
who  accompanied  the  criminal  to 
the  scaffold,  and  whose  purpose  it 
was,  to  fascinate  the  people  by 
setting  up  a  cry,  that  the  unhappy 
man  had  been  saved  from  death  by 
a  miracle.  One  of  them  exclaimed, 
that  he  was  opening  his  eyes,  and 
that  Heaven  had  saved  him. 
Another  said,  that  f<r  though  there 
was  no  mercy  on  earth,  there  was 
still  mercy  in  Heaven.”  This 
stratagem,  which  might Jiave  pro¬ 
duced  some  effect  among  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  superstitious,  was, 
however,  completely  defeated  by 
the  military  commandant,  'who 
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ordered  four  soldiers  to  discharge 
their  pieces  at  the  culprit,  and 
thus  completed  the  sentence.  The 
rebel  expired  immediately,  and  the 
friars  were  not  a  little  vexed  at 
being  disappointed  of  their  miracle. 
The  executioner  was  committed  to 
prison,  and  an  investigation  into 
the  affair  was  instituted. 

Court  op  King’s  Bench, 
Saturday.  —  The  Constitutional 
Association. — The  King  v.  David 
Ridgway. — This  indictment  for 
perjury,  stood  for  trial  at  the  last 
assizes  for  the  county  of  Lancaster 
but  had  been  removed  by  Certiorari 
into  the  King’s  Bench. 

Mr.  Brougham  now  moved  for 
a  rule  to  shew  cause,  why  the  writ 
of  Certiorari  should  not  be  quash¬ 
ed,  and  a  Procedendo  issue ;  and 
why  persons  of  the  names  of 
Murray,  Atkins,  and  Sewell, 
should  not  pay  the  defendant  his 
costs  incurred  at  the  last  assizes, 
and  the  costs  of  this  application, 
and  also  why  they  should  not 
answer  the  matters  of  the  affidavits. 
The  motion  was  made  upon  the 
affidavits  of  Jeremiah  Garnett  and 
the  defendant,  which  stated  that 
this  was  an  indictment  for  perjury, 
found  at  the  Lent  assizes  for 
Lancashire,  against  the  defendant, 
and  traversed  by  him ;  that  he 
had  received  notice  of  trial  from 
the  prosecutors  for  the  last  assizes  ; 
and  that  the  case  would  accord¬ 
ingly  have  come  on  for  trial  at 
Lancaster  on  the  26th  of  August. 
The  defendant,  a  poor  man,  had 
prepared  himself  for  trial,  and  had 
subpoenaed  no  less  than  19  material 
and  necessary  witnesses  from 
Manchester,  where  the  facts  hap¬ 
pened  upon  which  the  perjury 
was  assigned,  who  were  kept  at 
the  assize-town  at  a  very  consider¬ 
able  expense.  On  Wednesday, 
the  28th  of  August,  the  cause 
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stood  for  trial,  and  would  have 
been  called  on  ;  but  the  prosecutor 
came  into  the  Crown  Court,  in 
which  Mr.  Baron  Wood  was  pre¬ 
siding,  and  made  an  application  to 
put  off  the  trial,  upon  an  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Murray,  the  prosecutor’s 
attorney,  that  he  could  not  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  trial  for  want  of 
the  testimony  of  a  person  whom 
he  deposed  to  be  a  material 
witness  —  that  person  being  a 
police-officer  of  Manchester,  and 
stated  to  be  then  absent  at 
Chester ;  and  that  upon  this 
ground,  and  this  only,  the  prose¬ 
cutors  were  desirous  of  postponing 
the  trial  until  the  following  day 
(Thursday).  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  he  (Mr.  B.)  urged  the 
hardship  to  the  defendant,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  additional  expense 
which  would  be  thus  entailed  upon 
him  in  maintaining  his  witnesses. 
The  learned  judge,  however,  was 
pleased,  upon  the  affidavit  read,  to 
postpone  the  trial  until  the  next 
day ;  but  told  the  attorney,  that  he 
must  be  ready  to  proceed  by  the 
next  morning,  for  he  should  cer¬ 
tainly  take  it  then.  Next  morn¬ 
ing  the  defendant  again  came  into 
court  with  his  witnesses,  ready  to 
take  his  trial,  when,  to  the  asto¬ 
nishment  of  the  learned  judge,  and 
of  every  body  who  was  witness  to 
the  proceeding,  a  writ  of  Certio¬ 
rari,  which  had  arrived  that  morn¬ 
ing  by  the  post  from  London,  was 
produced  by  the  prosecutor’s  at¬ 
torney,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  judge,  and  stay¬ 
ed  the  proceedings.  The  learned 
judge  said,  he  could  grant  the 
defendant  no  relief,  and  that  the 
application  for  that  object  must  be 
made  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley.— .Would  the 
case  have  come  on  that  day,  but 
for  the  Certiorari  f 
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Mr.  Brougham. —  Unquestion¬ 
ably  it  would  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  The  gaol  had  been  delivered, 
and  nothing  but  misdemeanors  re¬ 
mained  to  be  tried.  The  whole  of 
the  Crown  business  was  disposed 
of  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o’clock,  and  Mr.  Baron  Wood  as¬ 
sisted  in  trying  causes.  The  pro¬ 
secutors  are  certain  persons  who 
have  entered  into  subscriptions, 
and  have  appointed  their  attorney. 
And  I  make  the  application  against 
two  of  them,  John  Atkins,  esq. 
and  sir  John  Sewell,  knt.,  who  are 
sworn  to  be  subscribers  to,  and 
officers  of  this  society,  calling 
themselves  the  Constitutional  As¬ 
sociation. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — Were  they 
at  Lancaster  ? 

Mr.  Brougham. — No,  my  lord, 
but  they  are  answerable  as  pro¬ 
secutors,  for  the  acts  of  their  at¬ 
torney.  It  is  distinctly  sworn, 
that  the  application  to  delay  the 
trial  from  Wednesday  to  Thursday, 
was,  to  enable  the  prosecutors  to 
send  for  the  Certiorari. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — That  would 
be  the  act  of  the  attorney,  and 
without  the  knowledge,  and  per¬ 
haps  against  the  wishes  of  the  per¬ 
sons  you  have  applied  against,  and 
therefore  how  are  they  responsible? 

Mr.  Brougham. — I  must  admit, 
in  candour,  that,  for  aught  I  know, 
they  may  be  indignant  at  the  mis¬ 
conduct  and  mal-practice  of  their 
attorney  ;  but  as  he  is  their  agent, 
they  are  legally  responsible  for  his 
acts. 

The  Chief  Justice.— Does  your 
affidavit  state,  that  the  witness  had 
arrived  on  the  Thursday  morning  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  replied  in  the 
negative ;  and  added,  that  the 
deponents  could  not  say,  in  point 
of  fact,  from  their  own  knowledge, 
when  the  Certiorari  arrived,  but 


according  to  their  information  and 
belief,  it  had  only  arrived  that 
morning. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley. — Your 
ground  of  application  is,  that  it 
was  a  contrivance  by  them  on  the 
Wednesday,  not  really  to  put  off 
the  trial  for  want  of  a  material 
witness,  but  to  gain  time  for  the 
arrival  of  the  Certiorari ; — that  the 
putting  off  the  trial  was  a  mere 
pretence  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  replied,  that  this 
was  one  of  his  grounds ;  but  he 
should  farther  contend,  that  there 
was  such  an  abuse  of  the  process  of 
the  Court,  as  entitled  the  defendant 
to  the  payment  of  his  costs.  It 
had  been  held  in  numerous  cases, 
that  a  delay  of  the  prosecutor,  un¬ 
less  perfectly  well  explained,  was 
always  a  ground  for  allowing  the 
defendant  his  costs.  Had  the  pro¬ 
secutors  counteracted  their  notice 
of  trial  in  time,  the  defendant 
would  have  had  no  great  reason  to 
complain ;  but  they  first  gave 
notice  for  a  particular  day ;  they 
suffered  the  defendant  to  come  to 
the  assizes  at  an  enormous  expense, 
with  all  his  witnesses;  and  then 
they  resorted  to  this  contrivance  to 
take  the  case  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  judge.  The  defendant  was 
at  least  entitled  to  be  saved  harm¬ 
less  from  the  consequences  of  the 
prosecutor’s  own  act. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley  asked,  if  the 
Palatine  Court  of  Lancaster  could 
not  have  granted  a  Certiorari  ? 

Mr.  Brougham  believed  not. 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley  said,  he  knew 
of  one  instance  in  which  it  had 
been  done. 

Mr.  Brougham  replied,  that  he 
believed  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that,  in  this  instance,  the  Certiorari 
was  sued  out  of  this  Court. 

The  Chief  Justice  said,  the 
defendant  was  entitled  to  a  rule  ; 
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but  the  only  doubt  the  Court 
bad  was,  as  to  the  extent  of  it. 
After  consulting  with  his  learned 
brethren,  he  said,  the  Court  would 
grant  the  defendant  a  rule  to  shew 
cause,  why  the  Certiorari  should 
not  be  quashed,  why  a  Procedendo 
should  not  issue,  and  why  the  pro¬ 
secutors  should  not  pay  the  costs 
incurred  by  the  defendant  at  the 
assizes,  and  also  the  costs  of  this 
application.  This  would  answer 
all  the  defendant’s  purposes. 

Mr.  Brougham  was  content,  and 
took  the  rule  in  the  terms  pro¬ 
pounded  by  the  Court. 

The  Keelmen  op  the  River 
Tyne. — Six  weeks  have  elapsed 
since  the  keelmen  deserted  their 
employment,  and  there  is  yet  no 
prospect  of  their  returning  to  their 
engagements.  The  unanimity  they 
have  evinced,  and  the  secrecy  and 
cunning  which  have  distinguished 
all  their  proceedings,  are  truly  re¬ 
markable.  In  the  different  meet¬ 
ings  they  have  held,  care  has  been 
taken  to  have  present  as  few  indi¬ 
viduals  belonging  to  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  as  possible,  thus  prevent¬ 
ing  their  recognition  by  exposing 
only  strangers  to  the  notice  of  the 
inhabitants.  For  some  time  past, 
considerable  numbers  of  the  keel¬ 
men  have  been  dispersed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Durham, 
with  no  other  object,  apparently, 
than  to  extort  by  intimidation  the 
charity  they  cannot  always  obtain 
from  the  pity  of  those  to  whom 
they  apply. 

15.  Sir  James  Macintosh,  M.P., 
was  elected  Lord  Rector  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Mr.  Jeffrey  appear¬ 
ed  in  his  place  as  late  Lord  Rector, 
and  made  a  speech,  in  which  he 
nave  his  reasons  for  voting  for  sir 
James  Macintosh  in  preference  to 
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sir  Walter  Scott,  who  had  also 
been  put  in  nomination. 

19.  The  town  of  Aylesbury  and 
the  adjacent  country  was  thrown 
into  the  utmost  consternation,  by 
the  discovery  of  a  murder  having 
been  committed  at  Aston  Clinton, 
about  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
Aylesbury,  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  night.  The  toll-gate 
at  that  place  had  been  kept  for 
many  years  by  an  aged  couple, 
who  were  supposed  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  to  have  accumulated  a 
considerable  sum  towards  the  sup¬ 
port  of  their  declining  years.  The 
gate  remaining  closed  at  a  later 
hour  than  usual,  much  alarm 
was  felt  by  the  neighbours,  some 
of  whom,  forcing  their  way  into 
the  house,  proceeded  to  the  apart¬ 
ment  in  which  the  old  people 
usually  slept.  There  an  appalling 
spectacle  presented  itself, — -the 
corpse  of  the  old  man  lying  on  the 
floor  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  welter¬ 
ing  in  blood,  his  throat  cut,  and  the 
body  of  his  wife,  her  throat  also 
cut,  lying  on  the  bed  covered  with 
blood.  The  intelligence  was  in¬ 
stantly  forwarded  to  Aylesbury, 
whence  messengers  were  dispatch¬ 
ed  in  every  direction  to  scour  the 
country  round  in  search  of  the 
murderers  :  and  handbills  offering 
a  reward  of  100/.  for  their  dis¬ 
covery,  were  quickly  put  into  cir¬ 
culation.  T  wo  men  an  $  a  woman, 
who  stated  their  names  to  be  James 
Croker,  Thomas  Randall,  and 
Margaret  Barnacle,  were  appre¬ 
hended,  under  very  suspicious  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  jury  on  the  in¬ 
quest  returned  a  verdict  of  cc  wilful 
murder”  against  the  two  men,  who 
were  committed  to  the  county  gaol 
for  trial. 

Shipavreck. — The  brig  George, 
Capt.  John  M’Alpin,  sailed  from 
Quebec  with  a  cargo  of  timber,  for 
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Greenock,  on  the  12  th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  with  a  crew  of  nine  per¬ 
sons,  and  three  passengers.  Early 
in  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  she  was  overtaken  by  a 
violent  storm,  which  continued 
without  intermission  during  the 
day ;  towards  sun-set  the  gale  in¬ 
creased,  and  the  vessel  became  un¬ 
manageable.  At  two  o'clock  the 
following  morning  a  tremendous 
sea  broke  over  her,  and  swept  away 
three  of  her  best  hands,  with  the 
companion,  binnacle,  a  cable,  and 
boom,  and  greatly  damaged  the 
hull:  all  hands  were  then  called  to 
the  pump,  but  only  three  were 
able  to  render  any  assistance.  At 
six  o’clock,  they  found  the  vessel  to 
be  water-logged  ;  nothing  then  re¬ 
mained  but  to  endeavour  to  gain 
the  main-top,  which  with  difficulty 
they  accomplished,  carrying  with 
them  one  bag  of  bread,  about  eight 
pounds  of  cheese,  two  dozen  of 
wine,  with  a  small  quantity  of 
brandy  and  rum.  Before  they  had 
time  to  secure  themselves  in  their 
perilous  situation,  the  vessel  fell  on 
her  beam-ends ;  but  within  half  an 
hour  the  hatches  blew  up  and  she 
again  righted.  Their  scanty  stores 
were  now  examined,  when,  to 
their  utter  dismay,  all  had  been 
washed  away  except  the  bag  of 
bread.  At  this  period  a  distress¬ 
ing  scene  occurred  in  the  midst 
of  their  afflictions:  one  of  the 
passengers  had  his  wife  on  board, 
and  a  child  15  months  old,  which 
he  carried  in  his  arms ;  the  infant, 
however,  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon  to  the  merciless  waves, 
in  the  view  of  its  distracted  mother ! 
The  mainsail  was  now  let  down  to 
screen  them  from  the  severity  of 
the  weather,  which  continued 
tempestuous  until  Friday  the  11th, 
when  they  were  able  once  more  to 
go  upon  the  deck.  Their  thirst 


had  now  beoome  excessive,  and 
nothing  but  salt  water  could  be 
procured.  Having  found  the  car¬ 
penter’s  axe,  they  cut  a  hole  in  the 
deck,  near  to  where  a  water-cask 
had  been  stowed;  but,  the  cask 
had  been  stoven,  and  nothing  was 
to  be  found  either  for  support  or 
convenience,  but  an  empty  pump- 
can,  which  they  carried  with  them 
to  the  main-top.  That  night  the 
female  passenger  became  insensi¬ 
ble,  and  the  next  day,  Saturday 
(the  12th),  she  died.  The  unhappy 
survivors  were  now  reduced  by 
raging  thirst,  to  support  nature  by 
sucking  the  blood  of  their  deceased 
companion,  and,  even  the  miserable 
husband  partook  of  the  horrid 
beverage.  Their  sufferings,  how¬ 
ever,  met  with  little  allay  from 
this  temporary  but  dreadful  relief ; 
they  were  now  assailed  by  the  most 
acute  and  ungovernable  hunger: 
and  to  preserve  existence  were 
compelled  to  distribute  the  flesh  of 
the  deceased  among  the  famishing 
survivors !  While  in  the  Very 
height  of  their  sufferings,  a  ship 
hove  in  view;  but  this  joyful 
sight  was  of  short  duration,  for  it 
being  nearly  dark,  they  remained 
unperceived  by  the  vessel,  which 
continued  her  own  course  and  was 
soon  out  of  their  reach.  This  fresh 
misfortune  threw  them  into  greater 
despair,  than  they  had  yet  ex¬ 
perienced.  From  this  time  to  the 
23rd,  five  persons  died :  and  part 
of  their  flesh  was,  like  that  of  the 
woman,  devoured.  The  whole 
number  was  now  reduced  to  the 
captain  and  one  of  the  seamen, 
who,  by  the  help  of  the  main-sail 
and  the  can,  contrived  to  supply 
themselves  with  water  till  the  1 4th 
of  November  (having  been  38 
days  on  the  wreck),  when  they 
were  discovered  by  captain  Hudson, 
of  the  Saltcrun,  of  Carlisle.  But 
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they  were  yet  fated  to  suffer  ano¬ 
ther  shipwreck.  On  Tuesday,  the 
19th,  this  vessel,  whilst  riding  off* 
Beckfoot,  on  the  Cumberland  coast, 
during  a  gale,  broke  her  chain- 
cable,  and  drifting  too  near  to 
Mayborough,  was  considerably 
damaged;  however,  all  on  board 
were  saved,  including  the  two  un¬ 
fortunate  sufferers. 

A  Romantic  Harness-maker. 
'-—(From  a  French  Paper). — A 
young  man  named  Morin,  who 
exercised  the  calling  of  a  harness- 
maker  at  Sainte-Menehould,  was 
seized  with  an  irresistible  passion 
for  perusing  romances.  His  ima¬ 
gination  was  heated  by  the 
pages  of  Rousseau  and  searching 
everywhere  for  a  Heloise,  he 
found  one  in  the  person  of  a 
young  and  pretty  woman,  who, 
by  a  singular  chance,  had  been 
christened  by  that  highly  prized 
name.  An  intimacy  commenced 
between  them,  and  Heloise  was 
weak  enough  to  consent  to  a 
rendezvous  with  her  admirer. 
They  met  on  the  28th  of  last  July, 
at  the  place  agreed  upon,  and 
walked  together  until  they  found 
themselves  in  a  retired  spot.  Morin 
suddenly  stopped  there,  and,  draw¬ 
ing  from  his  pocket  a  narrow  awl, 
used  by  harness-makers  for  the 
purpose  of  boring  holes  in  leather, 
he  cordially  embraced  his  sweet¬ 
heart,  saying  “  Here,  dear  Heloise, 
we  must  die.”  At  the  same  mo¬ 
ment  he  struck  her  a  violent  blow 
on  the  breast  with  the  awl,  which 
doubtless  would  have  proved  mortal, 
had  not  the  point  of  the  instrument 
come  in  contact  with  the  whale¬ 
bone  of  her  stays,  in  which  it  broke 
and  remained  fixed.  He  followed 
up  this  blow  by  8  more,  which 
made  so  many  wounds  more  or  less 
deep.  He  afterwards  endeavoured 
to  sacrifice  himself;  and  after  in^ 


flicting  many  wounds  upon  him¬ 
self,  he  fell,  bathed  in  his  blood. 
None  of  the  wounds  of  either  party 
were  fatal,  although  many  pene¬ 
trated  the  thorax  ;  both  were  per¬ 
fectly  cured.  Morin  was  tried  for 
the  crime  at  the  court  of  assizes  at 
Marne,  on  the  19th  of  this  month. 
The  king’s  attorney-general,  in 
support  of  the  accusation,  said,  the 
cause  of  the  prisoner’s  act  was  to 
be  found  in  habits  of  reading,  and 
he  reprobated  the  perusal  of  im¬ 
proper  works,  which  often  betrayed 
weak  minds  into  the  commission  of 
deplorable  extravagances.  The 
jury  found,  that  the  prisoner  was 
not  guilty  of  wilfully  attempting 

to  murder  Heloise  F - ,  but 

declared  that  an  attempt  to  murder, 
which  was  prevented  from  being 
carried  into  execution  only  by  for¬ 
tuitous  circumstances,  independent 
of  the  will  of  the  actor,  was  proved 
against  the  prisoner.  Notwith¬ 
standing  this  verdict,  which  ap¬ 
pears  somewhat  anomalous,  Morin 
was  immediately  set  at  liberty. 

Tribunal  of  Correctional 
Police. — The  tribunal  pronounced 
judgment  in  the  case  of  M.  Benj. 
Constant,  who  was  accused  of 
having  published  a  libel  in  a  letter 
which  he  had  publicly  addressed  to 
M.  Mangin,  the  procureur-general 
of  the  royal  court  of  Poitiers. 

The  proceedings  in  the  cause 
had  previously  occupied  two  days. 
Upon  the  first  day,  M.  Constant 
addressed  the  court  at  considerable 
length,  in  order  to  prove  its  incom¬ 
petency  to  proceed  in  the  trial,  on 
the  plea,  that  the  letter,  which 
formed  the  ground  of  accusation, 
had  been  written  by  him  in  his 
character  of  deputy,  in  defence  of 
the  opinions  which  he  had  delivered 
from  the  tribune,  and  which  had 
been  grossly  attacked  by  M. 
Mangin. 
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M.  Billot,  tlie  king’s  advocate, 
in  reply,  maintained  that  the  letter 
was  not  written  by  M.  Constant  in 
his  character  of  deputy.  If  M. 
Constant  had  embodied  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  letter  in  a  speech 
which  he  addressed  to  the  chamber, 
even  although  he  addressed  himself 
to  persons  out  of  doors,  or  (to  use 
the  expression  of  a  noble  peer)  had 
spoken  through  the  window,  he 
would  have  been  secure  from  pro¬ 
secution  ;  but  he  did  not  speak  in 
the  Chamber  or  through  the  win¬ 
dow,  but  in  the  street,  where  he 
was  only  a  private  person,  and  as 
such,  if  he  committed  a  crime,  he 
ought  to  be  tried  and  punished  for 
it. 

The  judges  retired,  and  after 
having  been  absent  for  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  they  returned  and 
declared  their  competency  to  try 
the  cause,  after  which  the  Tribunal 
adjourned  till  the  following  day. 

On  the  second  day,  M.  Constant 
commenced  his  defence.  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  considered  it  his 
duty  to  reply  promptly  and  pub¬ 
licly  to  the  imputations,  which  M. 
Mangin  had  cast  upon  him  and  the 
party  to  which  he  was  attached. 
M.  Mangin  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
say,  that  he  (M.  Constant)  had 
written  a  letter  to  M.  Gorgel  de  la 
Sarthe,  one  of  the  prisoners  tried 
at  Poitiers,  stating,  that  if  an  in¬ 
surrection  took  place,  he  would 
proceed  to  any  place  of  which  the 
rebels  might  obtain  possession. 
His  whole  offence  consisted  in 
having  repelled  the  imputation  at¬ 
tempted  to  he  fixed  upon  him — 
namely,  that  of  seducing  and  after¬ 
wards  abandoning  a  set  of  unhappy 
men.  He  trusted,  that  the  tribunal 
would  deliver  such  a  verdict,  as 
would  not  give  cause  to  imagine 
that  the  representatives  of  the 


nation — men  who  were  invested 
with  functions — were  the  only 
persons  in  France  that  could  be  in¬ 
sulted  with  impunity ;  that  every 
description  of  insult  was  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  on  one  side,  and  all  defence 
prohibited  on  the  other.  He  had, 
he  would  admit,  defended  himself 
with  warmth  and  freedom  against 
the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
upon  him  ;  but  had  he  acted  other¬ 
wise,  he  should  deserve  the  re¬ 
proaches  which  had  been  cast  upon 
him.  All  honourable  men  in 
France  would  approve  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  and  all  generous  hearts  would 
sympathize  with  his  feelings. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  fear¬ 
lessly  relied  upon  their  judgment. 

The  king’s  advocate  was  heard 
in  reply,  and  was  followed  by  M. 
Mollot.  After  a  few  words  from 
M.  Constant,  the  tribunal  then 
adjourned  to  this  day,  when  the 
judges  declared  M.  Constant  guilty 
upon  the  first  count  of  the  indict¬ 
ment,  which  charged  him  with 
having  libelled  M.  Mangin ;  and 
acquitted  him  upon  the  second 
count,  by  which  he  was  accused  of 
having  libelled  the  president  and 
the  other  magistrates  of  the  assize 
court  of  Poitiers. 

The  sentence  of  the  tribunal  was 
— That  M.  Constant  be  imprisoned 
one  month,  and  do  pay  a  fine  of 
500  francs.  The  copies  of  the 
libel  which  had  been  seized  were 
ordered  to  be  destroyed. 

Trial  of  M.  Marque,  a 
Medical  Student,  Lieut.-Col. 
Dentzel,  Col.  Fabvier,  and 
M.  Latouche. — These  individuals 
were  accused  of  having  attempted 
to  bribe  the  keeper  of  the  Bicetre, 
to  connive  at  the  escape  of  the 
prisoners,  who  were  condemned  for 
their  conduct  in  the  affair  at 
Rochelle. 
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The  president  proceeded  to  in¬ 
terrogate  the  prisoners.  He  first 
addressed  himself  to  colonel  Dentzel. 

The  President. — Were  you  not 
present  at  many  meetings,  in  which 
the  means  of  effecting  the  escape  of 
the  prisoners  was  discussed  ? 

Colonel  Dentzel. — I  tried  to  aid 
their  escape  ;  but  I  soon  abandoned 
the  idea,  finding  that  it  was  im¬ 
practicable. 

Did  you  send  30,000  francs  to 
Marque  to  corrupt  the  gaoler  ? — I 
did  not  know,  that  it  was  intended 
to  corrupt  the  gaoler. 

The  President  to  M.  Marque. — . 
You  have  said  in  your  interroan- 
lories,  that  one  of  your  friends 
brought  you  money  from  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Dentzel  ? 

M.  Marque. — -The  lieutenant- 
colonel  often  declared  himself  in¬ 
terested  in  favour  of  the  prisoners  ; 
but  I  never  said,  nor  ever  can  say, 
that  the  money  came  from  lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel  Dentzel. 

All  your  plans  were  discussed 
and  agreed  upon  at  Rapee,  near 
Garre,  were  they  not? — No,  sir, 
nothing  was  decided  upon  at  that 
meeting :  it  was  subsequently  to  it, 
that  every  thing  necessary  for  the 
execution  of  our  design  was  agreed 
upon ;  lieutenant-colonel  Dentzel 
was  a  stranger  to  the  resolution 
that  was  adopted. 

The  President  to  Colonel  F abvier. 
— When  Mr.  Bowring,  an  English 
traveller,  was  arrested  at  Calais,  a 
letter  was  found  upon  him,  ad¬ 
dressed  by  you  to  the  Sieur  St. 
Marsan,  a  Piedmontese  refugee,  in 
which  you  not  only  state  your  opi¬ 
nions,  but  declare  intentions  hos¬ 
tile  to  the  king’s  government. 

Colonel  Fab vier.— Allow  me  to 
explain  this  matter.  Money  was 
owed  to  me  in  England,  which  I 
despaired  of  being  able  to  obtain. 
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because  it  was  necessary  that  Ml 
St.  Marsan  should  previously  ob¬ 
tain  permission  to  proceed  to  Eng¬ 
land.  This  circumstance  ruffled 
my  temper. 

The  President  to  M.  Marque — 
Did  you  ever  see  colonel  Fabvier 
at  any  of  your  meetings  ? — No. 

Did  your  friend,  who  brought 
you  the  30,000  francs,  tell  you 
from  whence  he  got  the  money  ? — 
He  did  not. 

The  interrogatories  having 
closed,  the  tribunal  proceeded  to 
the  examination  of  witnesses. 

Simon,  the  keeper  of  the  Bicetre, 
was  the  first  witness.  He  deposed, 
that  Marque  was  the  person,  who 
first  proposed  that  he  should  permit 
the  prisoners  to  escape.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  proposal  with  indigna¬ 
tion  ;  but,  in  order  to  serve  the 
king,  after  having  given  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  public  authorities,  he 
pretended  to  agree  to  every  thing. 
It  was  then  determined  upon,  that 
he  should  receive  60,000  francs, 
10,000  of  which  were  to  be  paid 
down  immediately.  M.  Latouche 
was  acquainted  with  all  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  neither  he  nor  M. 
Marque  mentioned  the  name  of 
any  person.  M.  Marque  produced 
the  10,000  francs,  and  was  imme¬ 
diately  arrested. 

M.  Marque.— With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  fact,  all  that  he  has 
said  is  true.  He  did  not  receive 
my  proposals  with  indignation,  but 
with  enthusiasm ;  he  appeared  to 
be  affected  even  to  tears.  He 
wished  to  do  every  thing  gratuit¬ 
ously,  and  said  he  would  part  with 
his  last  shirt  to  save  the  prisoners. 
It  is  true,  that  his  enthusiasm  did 
not  last  long,  and  it  became  neces¬ 
sary  to  proceed  in  another  manner 
with  regard  to  him.  He  himself 
named  the  sum  of  60,000  francs. 
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and  required  10,000  to  be  paid  on 
the  spot,  to  provide  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  his  flight. 

Simon. — It  was  only  from  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  royal  family,  that 
I  pretended  to  accede  to  your  pro¬ 
posals  ;  but  it  is  true  that  I  at  first 
received  them  with  indignation. 

M.  Marque. — If  that  were  true, 
should  I  have  dared  to  repeat  them? 

The  King’s  Advocate.  —  The 
facts  speak  for  themselves.  The 
gaoler  has  done  his  duty,  and  these 
observations  are,  at  the  least,  use¬ 
less. 

M.  Marque. — The  observations 
are  useful,  and  very  useful,  to  my 
cause.  If  the  gaoler  had  not 
listened  to  my  proposals,  I  should 
not  now  be  here. 

M.  Belhomme,  a  restaurateur 
near  the  Bicetre  deposed,  that,  on 
the  7 th  of  September,  lieut.-colonel 
Dentzel  dined  with  M.  Marque  at 
his  house.  This  witness  having 
obtained  permission  to  state  some 
facts  which  he  had  omitted  in  his 
former  deposition,  supposing  them 
to  be  unimportant,  declared  that 
upon  one  occasion  the  curate  of 
the  Bicetre  ordered  some  coffee  at 
his  house  for  the  young  men  who 
were  under  condemnation.  The 
witness  proceeded  to  obey  the  order 
with  alacrity,  and  did  not  fail  to 
augment  the  usual  quantity  of 
sugar  and  coffee.  His  zeal  was 
remarked  by  Simon,  who  pressed 
him  to  go  and  see  the  four  young 
soldiers  ;  the  visit,  he  said,  would 
afford  them  pleasure.  He  asked 
for  some  grapes  from  the  witness’s 
vine  to  give  to  his  prisoners.  Ano¬ 
ther  time,  Simon  came  to  his  house 
accompanied  by  M.  Marque,  and 
they  seemed  to  understand  each 
other  perfectly. 

Simon  denied  this  statement. 

The  tribunal  here  adjourned  till 

tlis  fallowing  day* 


20.  This  morning  the  court  was 
even  more  crowded  than  yesterday. 
The  king’s  advocate  addressed  the 
tribunal,  and  called  upon  the 
judges  to  convict  the  prisoners. 

M.  Marque  afterwards  spoke. 
He  acknowledged  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  procured  the 
escape  of  the  prisoners,  and  snatch 
them  from  the  scaffold. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Dentzel  also 
addressed  the  court,  and  denied 
that  he  knew  of  the  scheme  for 
liberating  the  prisoners. 

The  judges  retired  to  deliberate 
upon  their  verdict,  and  after  being 
absent  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  they 
returned  and  acquitted  colonel 
Fabvier,  but  declared  M.  M.  La- 
touche  and  Marque,  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  Dentzel,  guilty.  The  two 
former  were  condemned  to  three 
months’  imprisonment,  and  the 
payment  of  a  fine  of  100  francs 
each ;  Dentzel  was  sentenced  to 
four  months’  imprisonment,  and  to 
pay  a  fine  of  300  francs. 

The  Mermaid.  —  Mr.  Hart 
made  an  application  to  the  lord 
chancellor  on  the  part  of  Stephen 
Ellery,  to  restrain  M.  Baretti  from 
removing  or  disposing  of  the  mer¬ 
maid,  now  exhibiting  in  St. 
James’s : — 

In  the  year  1817  the  plain¬ 
tiff’  and  defendant  bought  the  ship 
Pickering.  The  plaintiff  had 
seven-eighths,  and  the  defend¬ 
ant  one-eiglith.  The  defendant 
was  master,  and  sailed  in  her  from 
Ostend,  on  a  South  whale-fishing 
expedition.  The  plaintiff’s  bill 
stated  the  course  to  be  taken  by  the 
brig,  and  the  details  of  trading  and 
proceeds.  She  had  sailed  from 
port  to  port  till  December,  1821, 
when  a  letter  was  received  by  the 
plaintiff  from  the  defendant,  in¬ 
forming  him  that  he  was  about  to 
obtain  a  cargo  for  Europe.  But  on 
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the  25th  of  January,  1822,  ano¬ 
ther  letter  came,  informing  him 
that  the  brig  was  sold  for  about 
6,500  dollars,  and  that  the  defend¬ 
ant  purposed  to  return  to  Antwerp 
instead  of  America,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  receiving  a  recompense 
from  the  king  of  the  Netherlands 
for  saving  the  crew  of  a  man  of 
war.  Instead,  however,  of  return¬ 
ing  to  Antwerp,  the  defendant  re¬ 
turned  to  London.  The  reason  of 
this  last  change  was,  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  had  expended  5,000  dollars 
for  this  mermaid  in  Batavia.  Now 
he  was  come  to  London,  and  made 
his  own  use  of  the  purchase.  The 
plaintiff  swore  that  the  defendant 
had  had  no  money  to  purchase  the 
mermaid,  hut  the  money  which  he 
had  received  for  the  brig.  The 
defendant  now  threatened,  that  he 
would  remove  the  mermaid  to  ano¬ 
ther  country,  if  the  plaintiff  should 
make  any  claim  against  him.  The 
object  of  the  plaintiff  was,  to  re¬ 
strain  the  defendant  from  thus  re¬ 
moving  or  otherwise  disposing  of 
the  mermaid.  (His  lordship  listened 
to  this  statement  with  some  mirth). 

The  Lord  Chancellor. — Be  it 
man,  woman,  or  mermaid,  the 
question  is,  whether  it  was  bought 
by  the  produce  of  the  ship,  and 
whether  the  property  in  the  ship 
can  be  traced  into  this  purchase  ? 

What  are  the  terms  sworn  to  by 
the  plaintiff? 

Mr.  Hart. — They  were  these — 
that  the  defendant  had  purchased, 
at  Batavia,  the  mermaid  which  had 
been  caught  to  the  north  of  China; 
and  that  this  was  at  the  same  time 
he  had  sold  the  brig  Pickering. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. — Let  the 
defendant  be  restrained  from  dis¬ 
posing  of  it  or  removing  it  till 
further  order. 

Mr.  Plart. — And  all  servants 
and  agents,  too,  of  the  defendant  ? 
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The  Lord  Chancellor. — Yes. 

Court  of  Correctional  Po¬ 
lice. — M.  Couvier  appeared  before 
the  court,  charged  with  publishing 
a  libel,  under  the  title  of  “  Peti¬ 
tion  for  the  Villagers  who  are  pre¬ 
vented  from  dancing.”  The  libel 
was  described  to  be  an  outrage  on 
religion,  and  as  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  hatred  against  the  government. 
M.  Couvier  was  accompanied  by 
his  counsel,  M.  Berville.  On  being 
called  on  for  his  name,  he  declared 
himself  to  be  ie  Paul  Louis  Couvier, 
vinedresser,  of  Vertez  (Indre  and 
Loire.)” 

It  appeared  that  the  libel  had 
been  written  in  consequence  of  the 
prefect  having,  on  the  request  of  a 
priest,  prohibited  the  usual  danc¬ 
ing  of  the  peasants  on  Sunday 
evening.  The  king’s  advocate  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  title  showed  the 
malignity  of  the  author,  as  its 
terms  indicated  a  general  prohibi¬ 
tion,  whereas  the  decree  of  the 
prefect  of  the  Indre  and  the  Loire 
had  interdicted  it  only  in  the  com¬ 
mune  of  Azai.  The  author  called 
himself,  on  the  title  page,  “  a 
vine-dresser,”  because  he  was  a 
proprietor  of  vines;  and  he  describ¬ 
ed  himself  as  having  been  formerly 
“  a  horse- cannoneer,”  though  it 
appeared  that  he  had  been  a  supe¬ 
rior  officer  in  the  artillery.  His  ob¬ 
ject  in  doing  this  was,  to  put  himself 
on  a  level  with  the  people  whom 
he  wished  to  provoke  to  rebellion. 
There  was  also  added — Left  the 
prison  of  St.  Pelagie  last  year.” 
Hitherto,  persons  accused  had  left 
it  to  the  public  prosecutor  to  bring 
to  recollection  their  preceding  con¬ 
victions  ;  but  here  a  punishment  was 
made  a  title  of  honour.  He  then 
read  several  passages,  the  spirit  of 
which  was,  that  the  people  were 
now  prohibited  from  working  or 
amusing  themselves,  and  told  that 
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they  should  do  nothing  but  pray. 
— “  But  what  burthen  do  you 
think  we  have  to  bear  ? — Children, 
old  men,  monks,  lacqueys,  courtiers 
— what  a  number  of  folks  to  main¬ 
tain,  the  greater  part  of  them  most 
magnificently.  Then  comes  the 
splendour  of  the  throne,  and  the 
holy  alliance,  too  ! — what  costly 
things  ! — what  an  expense  !” 

“  The  curate  of  Azai  is  a  young 
man,  burning  with  zeal — a  con¬ 
script  of  the  church  militant.  He 
has  succeeded,  through  the  prefect, 
in  preventing  us  from  dancing,  and 
he  will  soon  get  us  prohibited  from 
singing  or  laughing.  Soon  did  I 
say  ?  Our  young  men  have  already 
been  reprimanded  and  threatened, 
for  songs  and  for  having  laughed. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  the 
ministers  of  the  church  have  called 
to  their  aid  the  secular  arm  in  the 
conversion  of  sinners,  for  which 
the  apostles  only  employed  the 
gospel,  agreeably  to  their  master’s 
precept.  Jesus  said,  "  Go  and 
teach.”  But  he  did  not  say,  “  Go 
with  gendarmes,  and  teach  through 
the  prefect !” 

“  The  village  girls  are  often 
fond  of  a  dancer,  who,  after  some 
time  spent  in  love  and  courtship, 
at  last  becomes  a  husband.  All 
that  passes  publicly — all  that  is  fair 
— and,  besides,  far  more  decent 
than  the  secret  conferences  with 
those  young  men  who  are  dressed 
in  black.” 

“  We  are  now  obliged  to  fast  by 
ordinance  ;  not  of  the  physician, 
but  of  the  prefect.” 

After  reading  a  great  number  of 
extracts,  the  king’s  advocate  con¬ 
cluded  by  requiring  that  the  seizure 
of  the  petition  should  be  declared 
valid,  and  the  copies  be  detained  ; 
and  further,  that  the  author  should 
be  sentenced  to  1 3  months’  imprison- 
Vol.  LXIV, 


ment,  3,000  francs  fine,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  trial. 

M.  Berville,  counsel  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  made  some  legal  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  prosecution.  He 
wished  the  trial  to  be  postponed,  in 
order  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
libel  itself. 

The  court  withdrew  to  deli¬ 
berate,  and  on  returning  pronounc¬ 
ed  the  following  decision : — 

“  Whereas  the  passages  charged 
in  the  reprehensible  work  of  the 
Sieur  Couvier,  published  with  a 
view  still  more  reprehensible,  are 
not  sufficient  to  constitute  the  of¬ 
fences  provided  against  by  the  law, 
the  tribunal  dismisses  the  complaint 
instituted  against  the  said  Sieur 
Couvier.” 

23.  Faculty  of  Medicine. — 
A  royal  ordinance  was  published, 
suppressing  the  F acuity  of  Medicine 
at  Paris.  The  alleged  motive  for 
the  measure  was,  the  disturbance 
which  took  place  on  the  preceding" 
Monday,  when  the  rector  wished 
to  address  the  students.  Five-and- 
twenty  of  the  first  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Paris,  who  were  pro¬ 
fessors  of  the  different  branches  of 
medicine,  are  thus  deprived  of 
their  places,  and  4,000  students  of 
the  means  of  instruction.  The 
courses  of  lectures,  which  had 
commenced,  were  stopped  on 
Friday,  the  doors  of  the  school  of 
medicine  were  closed,  and  the 
young  men  were  apprised  by  a 
handbill,  that  they  could  no  longer 
pursue  their  studies  at  Paris.  How 
serious  a  limitation  this  oi$inance 
must  have  been  of  the  means  of 
study,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
faet,  that  there  existed  only  three 
faculties  of  medicine  in  France — «• 
those  of  Strasburg,  Montpelier, 
and  Paris.  In  order  to  obtain  th© 
degree  of  doctor,  or  the  diploma  of 
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surgeon,  it  was  necessary  to  study 
at  the  schools  of  one  or  other  of 
these  places.  The  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  was,  of  course,  the  greatest, 
and  the  professors  the  most  eminent 
in  the  capital.  The  young  men, 
assembled  there  from  all  parts  of 
France,  and  even  of  Europe,  by 
the  eminence  of  the  professors  and 
the  convenience  of  hospitals,  &c., 
amounted  this  year  to  about  4,000. 
Among  the  professors  were  the 
following  eminent  individuals: — ■ 
Baron  Desgenettes,  chief  physician 
to  the  army  of  Egypt ;  baron  Du¬ 
bois,  accoucheur  of  the  empress 
Maria  Louisa  ;  baron  Dupuytren, 
and  M.  Mayolin,  the  first  surgeons 
of  France,  and  well  known  in 
England ;  Boyer,  first  surgeon  of 
Buonaparte ;  Deyeux  le  Roux ; 
Royer  Collard,  the  brother  of  the 
deputy,  Richerand,  and  Pelleton. 

23.  Destructive  Fire. — At 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
12  o’clock  at  night,  an  alarm  of 
fire  was  given  by  the  family  of 
Mr.  Walker,  feather-bed  and  mat- 
trass  manufacturer,  No.  60,  High 
Holborn,  and  next  door  to  Mr. 
Taylor’s  architectural  library.  The 
family,  consisting  chiefly  of  females, 
threw  open  the  shop  door,  and 
rushed  out  into  the  street  in  great 
disorder ;  a  shower  of  sparks  were 
seen  from  without,  falling  down 
the  stairs  at  the  back  of  the  shop, 
from  the  first  floor,  in  great  abun¬ 
dance,  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
interior  of  the  house,  from  the  first 
to  the  second  floor,  was  enveloped 
in  a  body  of  fire.  In  less  than 
two  minutes,  the  smoke,  which 
issued  in  volumes  from  the  door, 
was  so  great  as  to  prevent  any  one 
from  saving  the  property  in  the 
shop,  which  was  in  a  blaze  before 
any  engine  arrived.  It  was  some 
time  before  a  supply  of  water  could 


be  obtained,  and  when  it  was  pro¬ 
cured,  the  powers  of  the  only 
engine  which  had  arrived  were 
evidently  so  insignificant  as  to  give 
not  the  slightest  check  to  the 
flames  ;  in  a  very  few  minutes  the 
whole  house  was  in  a  blaze.  The 
inmates  of  the  adjoining  house  re¬ 
ceived  a  timely  alarm,  but  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  fire  was  so  rapid, 
that  Mr.  Taylor’s  architectural 
library  was  in  a  blaze,  before  any 
of  the  highly  valuable  scientific 
hooks  and  drawings,  which  it  con¬ 
tained,  could  be  gotten  out.  The 
house  on  the  other  side  of  Mr. 
Walker’s,  No.  6l,  was  in  the  same 
situation,  and  nothing  of  any  value 
was  saved  from  either.  In  a  mi¬ 
nute  or  two  after  the  arrival  of  a 
second  engine,  the  roofs  of  two  of 
the  houses  fell  in,  and  the  three 
front  houses  were  soon  in  such  a 
condition,  that  the  firemen,  with 
the  other  engines  that  followed, 
thought  only  of  directing  their 
efforts  to  preserve  the  adjoining 
premises.  The  fire  had  caught 
the  upper  story  of  Mr.  Tate’s,  a 
baker,  at  the  corner  of  Hand- 
court,  but  by  the  spirited  efforts 
of  the  firemen  it  was  subdued. 
An  oil-shop,  at  No.  62,  was  like¬ 
wise  saved.  Although  the  fire  was 
checked  in  front,  it  gained  ground 
greatly  behind ;  and,  as  there  was 
a  keen  wind  blowing  in  a  north 
westerly  direction,  the  flames  were 
communicated  rapidly  to  the  back 
premises  of  the  adjoining  houses 
in  Hand-court,  and  two  houses 
there  were  speedily  in  flames.  The 
firemen,  however,  prevented  fur¬ 
ther  mischief.  At  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning  a  tremulous  motion 
in  the  front  walls  gave  notice  to 
the  firemen  and  bystanders  in  the 
street  to  get  out  of  the  way,  and, 
in  a  minute  after,  the  front  of  Mr. 
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Walker’s  house,  and  that  of  No. 
6l,  fell  in  with  a  tremendous  crash. 
The  fire  made  no  progress  after 
that  time.  Mr.  Smith,  the  occu¬ 
pier  of  the  wine-vaults  adjoining 
to  Hand-court,  had  been  for  some 
time  unwell ;  and  the  shock  given 
to  him  by  the  intelligence  of  the 
danger  was  so  great,  that  he  ex¬ 
pired  in  the  arms  of  the  persons 
who  were  conveying  him  up  the 
court  to  a  place  of  safety. 

27-  Tribunal  of  Correc¬ 
tional  Police. — Abbe  de  Pradt. 

• — One  of  the  numbers  of  the 
“  Constitutionnel”  of  the  month 
of  October  was  seized,  on  account 
of  the  insertion  of  an  article  of 
M.  de  Pradt,  intituled  “  Mon  Con¬ 
gress  which  was  said  to  be  an 
instigation  to  the  disobedience  of 
the  laws  which  prohibit  secret  so¬ 
cieties.  The  cause  now  came  on. 

MM.  de  Pradt  and  Guise  were 
not  present. 

On  the  cause  being  called,  M. 
Dupin  said,  “  M.  de  Pradt,  who 
has  been  summoned  for  to-day,  has 
written  that,  on  account  of  the 
distance,  and  more  particularly  on 
account  of  his  health,  he  will  not 
appear ;  and  proposes  so  long  a 
delay,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  you  to  imitate  the  Areopagus, 
which  postponed,  for  a  hundred 
years,  a  cause  in  which  it  was 

1/  J 

found  inconvenient  to  pronounce  a 
judgment.  I  shall  not  be  the  me¬ 
dium  of  his  application  for  delay. 
I  am  even  desirous  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  should  be  on  default,  because 
I  am  convinced  that  you  will  ac¬ 
quit  M.  de  Pradt  on  the  mere 
reading  of  the  accused  article. 


Were  he  present,  I  should  not  say 
a  word  more,  than  I  have  now 
stated.” 

M.  Bayeure,  the  king’s  advo¬ 
cate,  read  his  requisitory,  and 
argued  that  M.  de  Pradt,  in  the 
article  charged,  had  made  himself 
the  apologist  of  secret  societies, 
which  were  subversive  of  social 
order,  and  were  besides  formally 
prohibited  by  the  law.  Pie,  there¬ 
fore,  concluded  that  there  was 
ground  for  declaring  the  accused 
guilty. 

After  deliberating  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  the  tribunal,  deciding 
in  default  on  tltoe  case  of  MM.  de 
Pradt  and  Guise,  declared,  that 
from  the  reading  of  the  inculpated 
article  it  did  not  appear  to  insti¬ 
gate  to  the  formation  of  secret  so¬ 
cieties  ;  and  consequently  dismissed 
the  complaint,  and  discharged  the 
sequestration  of  the  copies  seized. 

28.  Cambridge  Election. — 
At  ten  o’clock  last  night,  the  bal¬ 
loting  closed,  and,  at  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  before  twelve,  the  vice-chan¬ 
cellor  announced  the  state  of  the 
poll  as  follows : — 

For  Mr.  Bankes  .  .419 

Lord  Hervey  .  .  281 

Mr.  Scarlett  .  .219 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Bankes,  who 
were  in  attendance,  set  up  a  loud 
shout,  which  was  re-echoed  by  the 
under-graduates,  who  were  still  in 
the  senate-house.  In  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  all  was  quiet,  the  senate- 
house  was  closed,  and  the  streets 
of  Cambridge  were  left  empty : 
and  the  University  was  restored  to 
its  usual  monotonous  tranquillity. 


The  following  is  an  Analysis  of  the  General  State  of  the  Poll : — ■ 
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H. 

S. 

Voters. 

Caius  College . 

17 

15 

12 

44 

Trinity  Hall . 

8  / 

0 

2 

10 

Corpus  Christi  College  .  .  •. 

15 

5 

2 

22 

King’s  College . 

29 

4 

9 

42 

Queen’s  College  ...... 

20 

8 

5 

33 

Catherine  Hall . 

14 

8 

4 

21 

Jesus  College . .  . 

22 

10 

13 

45 

Christ  College  ....... 

6 

15 

7 

28 

St.  John’s  College ...... 

79 

103 

24 

206 

Magdalene  College . 

8 

5 

4 

17 

Trinity  College . 

79 

73 

110 

262 

Emmanuel  College  ..... 

31 

19 

3 

53 

Sidney  Sussex  College  .... 

15 

8 

1 

24 

Downing  College . 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Commorantes  in  Villa  .... 

3 

2 

4 

9 

John  Beverly,  esq.,  Bedell  .  .  . 

1 

— 

l 
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Fracas  between  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Consul  at  Algiers  and 
the  Government  of  that 
place. — The  American  consul, 
Mr.  Shaler,  being  absent,  left  bis 
nephew,  the  vice-consul,  to  act  in 
his  place.  Being  out  hunting,  he 
met  some  Turks,  who  told  him  he 
was  trespassing  on  their  fields,  and 
desired  him  to  go  off.  He  refused, 
and  they  in  consequence  attempted 
to  use  force,  upon  which  he  pre¬ 
sented  his  gun  at  them,  which  so 
irritated  the  Turks  that  they  im¬ 
mediately  disarmed  him,  and  beat 
him  with  the  butt-end.  The  vice- 
consul  instantly  complained  to 
the  Dey,  and  demanded  satisfaction  ; 
but  the  Dey  told  him  he  could  give 
none,  adding,  “  I  allow  you  suffi¬ 
cient  protection  in  appointing  you 
a  dragoman/’  He  replied  to  the 
Dey,  that,  if  he  did  not  punish 
those  men  in  24*  hours,  he  would 
cut  down  the  American  flag-staff ; 
to  which  the  Dey  answered,  he  was 
perfectly  at  liberty  so  to  do.  The 


flag-staff’ was  accordingly  cut  down, 
and  a  vessel  chartered  to  bring  the 
consul  to  Port  Mahon. 

Irish  Law.  —  The  following 
extract  from  an  affidavit  read  in 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
Dublin,  is  alike  illustrative  of  the 
manner  in  which  legal  process  is 
executed  in  the  sister  island,  and 
of  the  precision  with  which  legal 
instruments  are  drawn : — “  And 
this  deponent  further  saith,  that  on 
arriving  at  the  house  of  the  said 
defendant,  situate  in  the  county  of 
Galway  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose 
of  personally  serving  him  with  the 
said  writ,  he  the  said  deponent 
knocked  three  several  times  at  the 
outer,  commonly  called  the  hall 
door,  but  could  not  obtain  admit¬ 
tance  ;  whereupon  this  deponent 
was  proceeding  to  knock  a  fourth 
time,  when  a  man,  to  this  deponent 
unknown,  holding  in  his  hands  a 
musket  or  blunderbuss,  at  this  de¬ 
ponent,  loaded  with  balls  or  slugs, 
as  this  deponent  has  since  heard 
and  verily  believes,  appeared  at 
one  of  the  upper  windows  of  the 
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said  housa,  and  presenting  said 
musket  or  blunderbuss  at  this  de¬ 
ponent,  threatened,  f  that  if  said 
deponent  did  not  instantly  retire,  he 
would  send  his  (the  deponent’s)  soul 
to  hell/  which  this  deponent  verily 
believes  he  would  have  done,  had  not 
this  deponent  precipitately  escaped.” 

Murder. — A  horrible  assassi¬ 
nation  was  lately  committed  at 
the  Brille,  in  Holland.  An  inha¬ 
bitant  of  that  town,  having  gained 
a  prize  in  the  lottery,  proposed  to 
his  wife  to  ask  a  smith,  their 
neighbour,  to  supper.  While  they 
were  at  their  repast,  the  citizen 
acquainted  his  guest  with  his  good 
fortune:  the  latter  soon  left  him. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  patrol  of  a 
Swiss  regiment  passing  by,  found 
the  street-door  open ;  on  which  the 
officer  commanding  it  went  in,  and 
stumbled  over  a  dead  body.  Placing 
his  men  at  the  door,  he  went  into 
the  house,  and  found  the  father, 
and  mother,  and  their  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  assassinated,  and  a  child  con¬ 
cealed  under  a  press.  The  child 
said,  that  some  black  people,  whom 
he  did  not  know,  had  committed 
the  crime.  One  of  the  soldiers 
observing  that  a  smith  lived  oppo¬ 
site,  the  officer  of  the  patrol  went  to 
him ;  and  the  answers  he  received 
to  his  questions  confirming  his  suspi¬ 
cions,  he  arrested  him ;  in  fact,  in  five 
minutes,  the  smith  confessed,  that  he 
had  but  just  got  home  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  neighbour’s  with  his 
journeymen  and  his  maid-servant, 
with  whose  aid  he  assassinated  the 
persons  who  had  treated  him  so 
hospitably  a  few  minutes  before. 

Vision  of  Judgment. — A  true 
bill  has  been  returned  by  the  Mid¬ 
dlesex  grand  jury,  on  an  indict¬ 
ment  preferred  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Association,  for  a  libel  in 
the  “  Liberal,”  called  the  “  Vision 
of  Judgment.” 


Libel. — Two  papers  of  oppo¬ 
site  principles,  the  ultra  Etoile  and 
the  liberal  Journal  du  Commerce, 
are  under  prosecution  for  a  libel 
on  the  royal  dignity  of  the  king  of 
France,  translated  from  the  Span¬ 
ish  paper  called  the  Indicador.  The 
Journal  du  Commerce  copied  the 
article  from  the  Etoile. 

Professor  Kall’s  Library. — 
The  extensive  library  belonging 
to  the  late  professor  Kali,  of  Co¬ 
penhagen,  which  consisted  of  202 
volumes  printed  before  the  year 
1500;  1,000  folios,  4,000  quartos, 
and  8,000  octavos,  together  with 
50,000  doctorial  disputations,  and 
688  MSS.,  mostly  relating  to  Da¬ 
nish  history,  have  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Nestler,  bookseller  of 
Hamburgh,  for  the  sum  of 
9,000  marks  current  (about  600/. 
sterling). 

Female  Courage.  —  About 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the 
maid-servant  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Beck¬ 
with,  curate  of  Tillingham,  Essex, 
was  alarmed  by  a  noise  at  the 
window  of  an  apartment  below, 
and,  looking  out,  saw  the  body  of 
a  man  about  half-way  through  the 
sash  ;  be  was  then  pushing  himself 
in  the  remainder  of  the  wav.  Mr. 
Beckwith  was  at  that  time  in. 
London ;  and  the  only  man  in  the 
house  was  the  parish  clerk,  who 
slept  there.  The  servant  went 
immediately  to  call  him,  and  hav¬ 
ing  informed  him  of  what  she  had 
seen,  desired  that  he  would  get  up 
and  protect  her  and  her  mistress. 
She  then  went  to  Mrs.  Beckwith’s 
chamber,  and  had  no  sooner  com¬ 
municated  the  intelligence  to  her, 
than  Mrs.  B.  courageously  took  a 
loaded  pistol  in  one  hand  and  a 
candle  in  the  other,  and  desiring 
the  servant  to  follow  her,  went 
down  stairs.  When  she  came  to 
the  room,  into  which  the  fellow 
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had  entered,  she  walked  boldly 
in,  and  saw  him  cowering  down  in 
one  corner.  She  presented  the 
pistol  at  him,  and,  in  a  menacing 
tone,  told  him  that  if  he  moved,  or 
offered  any  resistance,  she  would 
shoot  him  instantly.  By  this  time, 
the  parish  clerk,  who  had  pru¬ 
dently  waited  to  put  on  his 
clothes,  came  shivering  into  the 
room ;  seeing  the  triumphant  pos¬ 
ture  of  his  mistress,  he  advanced 
with  more  confidence,  and  Mrs. 
Beckwith  still  standing  by  with 
her  pistol,  the  clerk  and  the  ser¬ 
vant  bound  the  thief  hand  and  foot 
with  cords.  He  was  the  next  day 
taken  before  a  magistrate  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  committed.  He 
had  lifted  a  five-barred  gate  from 
its  hinges,  and  brought  it  across 
one  or  two  fields  for  the  purpose 
of  using  it  by  way  of  ladder  to 
enable  him  to  reach  the  windows. 

9-  Winter  Home  Circuit. — - 
Mr.  Baron  Graham  and  Mr.  Jus¬ 
tice  Bayley  opened  the  new  com¬ 
mission  at  Hertford.  In  the  cri¬ 
minal  court,  Mr.  Baron  Graham, 
in  an  address  to  the  grand  jury 
(of  which  lord  viscount  Cranbourn 
was  foreman)  said,  that  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  urgent  representations 
to  government,  on  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  more  frequent  gaol  deli¬ 
veries,  the  present  had  been  thought 
by  his  Majesty’s  privy  council  a  fit 
and  seasonable  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  desired  experiment.  “  But,” 
said  the  learned  baron,  “  there  is 
another  important  consideration, 
and  it  is  one  which  you  will  be 
well  able  to  appreciate.  If  this  is 
to  be  the  precursor  of  three  per¬ 
manent  annual  assizes,  will  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  your  description  be  con¬ 
tent  to  leave  your  homes  at  a  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year  devoted  to  comfort 
and  repose  ?  What  good  effect  can 
possibly  be  produced  from  this 


measure?  Men  of  the  first  impor¬ 
tance  in  society,  some  of  them  re¬ 
presenting  their  countrymen  in 
parliament,  look  forward  to  this 
period  of  the  year  for  leisure  and 
enjoyment ;  and  it  cannot  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected,  that  they  will 
forego  that  leisure  and  those  plea¬ 
sures,  in  order  to  attend  a  Christ¬ 
mas  assize,  at  some  distance,  per¬ 
haps,  from  their  homes.” 

At  Chelmsford  assizes  Mr.  Baron 
Graham  charged  the  grand  jury, 
and  insisted  on  topics  similar  to 
those,  on  which  he  dwelt  in  his 
charge  to  the  Hertfordshire  grand 
jury.  He  expressed  his  opinion 
against  the  necessity  of  an  extra 
circuit  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
attended  as  it  was  with  so  much 
inconvenience  to  the  judges,  to  the 
grand  jury,  and  to  the  yeomanry 
of  the  county,  who,  he  said,  would 
regret  being  obliged  to  leave  their 
homes  at  a  period  devoted  to  com¬ 
fort  and  joy,  for  the  execution  of  a 
painful  and  sometimes  melancholy 
duty.  “  Such  an  occupation  of 
Christmas  (said  the  learned  judge) 
will  be  a  stain  upon  the  religion  of 
your  ancestors,  of  which  this  is  a 
most  interesting  commemorative 
era ;  for  from  the  earliest  time, 
when  first  the  sacred  light  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  dawned  upon  the  world, 
this  season  of  the  year  has  ever 
been  devoted  to  joy  and  pleasure ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  a  Christian 
country  will  never  be  reconciled  to 
a  Christmas  execution,  in  the  place 
of  a  Christmas  feast.” 

Curious  Case  of  extorting 
Money. — Assize  Court  of  Haute 
Garonne. — A  man  named  Dupont, 
and  his  wife,  were  tried  upon  a 
charge  of  rather  a  novel  nature, 
Sieur  Vigouroux,  being  smitten 
with  the  pretty  face  of  the  female 
prisoner,  who  served  in  a  coffee¬ 
house  at  Toulouse,  met  her  by 
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appointment  one  morning  at  five 
o’clock,  at  a  house  in  the  town. 
Vigouroux  had  scarcely  entered  the 
room  in  which  the  lady  was  wait¬ 
ing  for  him,  when  her  husband 
burst  open  the  door,  and  stood  be¬ 
fore  the  astonished  lover.  Dupont 
gave  a  significant  glance  at  his 
wife,  which  induced  her  to  retire 
immediately ;  he  then  placed  a 
pistol  at  Vigouroux’s  head,  and 
made  him  consent  to  proceed  to  a 
notary,  and  draw  up  an  attested 
bond  for  the  payment  of  15,000 
francs  to  him  (Dupont).  Vigou¬ 
roux  was  so  completely  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  terror,  thathe  allowed  him¬ 
self  to  be  led  to  a  notary’s,  where 
he  signed  the  bond  in  the  presence 
of  witnesses,  without  offering  the 
least  objection.  When  Dupont  had 
gotten  possession  of  the  bond, 
he  said  to  Vigouroux,  “  You  may 
see  my  wife  now  when  you  please.” 
V igouroux  recovered  from  his  f  right 
at  the  expiration  of  a  few  hours, 
and  caused  Dupont  and  his  wife 
to  be  apprehended.  Both  the  pri¬ 
soners  were  found  guilty,  and  the 
court  sentenced  them  to  be  impri¬ 
soned  for  10  years,  and  to  be  once 
placed  in  the  pillory. 

Seduction  and  Suicide. — Miss 

- ,  a  young  lady  of  respectable 

family  and  great  personal  beauty, 
but  of  no  fortune,  was  engaged  as 
an  assistant  in  one  of  the  first  mil¬ 
liner’s  shops  in  Paris.  While  in  this 
situation,  she  was  seduced  by  a 
young  gentleman,  a  townsman  of 
her  own,  who  was  studying  in  the 
capital ;  and  their  connexion,  which 
was  of  the  most  intimate  descrip¬ 
tion,  lasted  some  time.  Even¬ 
tually,  however,  the  young  man 
being  obliged  to  return  to  his 
family,  abandoned  the  unfortunate 
girl  who  had  confided  in  him,  and 
who  had  fully  relied  upon  his  mar¬ 
rying  her.  Miss - -  was  at  this 


time  on  the  paint  of  becoming  a 
mother,*  but  she  took  the  bold  re¬ 
solution  of  following  her  lover, 
and  actually  travelled  a  distance  of 
two  hundred  leagues  from  Paris  to 
Beziers,  where  she  again  found 
employment  in  her  business  of  a 
milliner.  For  three  years  the  poor 
girl  used  every  endeavour  to  obtain 
justice  from  thd  father  of  her 
child,  living  the  whole  time  in  the 
most  exemplary  manner ;  at  length, 
losing  all  hope  of  succeeding  in  her 
object,  she  determined  to  die.  Her 
body  was  found  in  the  river  Orbe, 
by  a  soldier,  who  went  to  water 
his  horse  there.  The  act  had  evi¬ 
dently  been  premeditated,  and  re¬ 
solutely  executed;  for  her  clothes 
were  so  pinned  and  fastened,  as  to 
prevent  her  from  saving  herself, 
after  she  was  once  in  the  water, 
and  also  to  guard  against  indelicate 
exposure. 

1 4.  A  disgraceful  riot  took  place 
in  Dublin,  at  the  visit  of  the  lord- 
lieutenant  to  the  theatre  of  that 
city.  The  tumult  was  pre-con¬ 
certed  ;  for  a  number  of  offensive 
placards  were  dispersed  through 
the  house  at  the  very  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  performance,  and  the 
entrance  of  the  lord-lieutenant 
gave  the  signal  for  the  first  burst 
of  hisses.  As  the  play  proceeded, 
the  disturbance  became  more  out¬ 
rageous,  until  at  length  a  bottle, 
and  a  fragment  of  a  watchman’s 
rattle,  were  flung  from  one  of  the 
galleries,  in  the  direction  of  the 
vice-regal  box ;  the  peace-officers 
then  interfered,  and  all  the  most 
active  rioters  (including  those  who 
threw  the  above-mentioned  mis¬ 
siles)  were  taken  into  custody. 
The  whole  number  of  persons  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  tumult  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  forty. 

Libel  on  B.  Constant,  &c. — 
The  Court  of  Cassation  at  Paris 
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dismissed  the  complaint  of  MM. 
Lafitte,  Constant,  Keratry,  and 
general  Foy  against  M.  Mangin, 
procureur-general  at  the  royal 
court  of  Poitiers,  on  the  following 
grounds — viz.,  that  the  act  of  ac¬ 
cusation  contained  nothing  which 
could  authorize  a  complaint  of 
calumny — that  if  the  passages 
complained  of  in  the  pleading  of 
the  5th  of  September  were  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  guarded,  still  they  had  no 
character  of  intention,  without 
which  there  could  he  no  calumny — . 
that  the  passages  relative  to  those 
who  secret  the  treasures  of  the 
usurper  to  bribe  insurrections/’  in 
which  M.  Lafitte  appeared  to  be 
aimed  at,  was  general,  and  could  not 
be  applied  to  him,  since,  instead  of 
concealing  the  funds  intrusted  to 
him,  he  had  declared  them,  and 
placed  them  at  the  disposal  of  the 
law. 

Loss  op  the  Liverpool  and 
Ellesmere  Steam  Packet — 
The  packet  left  Liverpool  about 
three  o’clock  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noon,  having  23  persons  on  board, 
including  her  crew.  The  wind 
blew  fresh,  and  was  a-head  of  the 
packet,  and  there  was  no  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  weather  to  justify  a 
suspicion  of  danger.  About  five 
o’clock  the  wind  had  greatly  in¬ 
creased,  and  at  six  the  packet  had 
reached  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  Ellesmere  port.  It  now  blew  a 
complete  hurricane,  so  that  the 
captain  found  it  impossible  to 
make  the  port.  He  then  thought 
of  returning  to  Liverpool,  and 
steered  the  vessel  round  for  that 
purpose,  but  was  soon  convinced 
that  it  was  impossible,  the  tide 
having  receded  too  far.  The  vessel 
then  beat  about  for  several  hours, 
it  being  impossible  to  steer  for  any 
particular  point.  At  nine  they 
.cast  anchor,  but  she  continued  to 


drift ;  and  about  twelve  ran  foul 
of  a  flat.  The  concussion  was 
tremendous.  Several  of  the  pas¬ 
sengers  were  at  this  time  in  the 
cabin,  and  were  violently  thrown 
down  by  the  heaving  of  the  packet, 
one  side  of  which  was  under 
water.  The  confusion  and  alarm 
were  now  at  their  height.  As  the 
flat  remained  some  short  time 
alongside  the  packet,  four  of  the 
crew  and  two  of  the  passengers 
caught  hold  of  her  side,  and  got 
on  board  her.  There  was  now  one 
foot  water  in  the  cabin ;  it  was 
determined  to  cut  the  cable,  and 
let  the  vessel  drift  with  the  wind 
and  tide,  the  sea  dashing  over  her 
in  all  directions.  About  one  o’clock 
the  tide  began  to  flow ;  and  the 
packet  was  driven  about  two  miles 
above  Ellesmere  port,  where  she 
ran  against  a  sand-bank,  continu¬ 
ing  for  several  times  to  recede 
from  and  approach  to  it.  At 
length  she  stuck  fast  in  the  sand, 
nearly  opposite  Stanlow-house,  and 
the  feeble  glimmering  of  the  moon 
discovered  the  shore  at  about  se¬ 
venty  yards  distance,  most  of  the 
intervening  space  being  sand,  or 
rather  mud.  It  was  by  this  time 
near  four  in  the  morning.  Captain 
Dimond  here  pressed  as  many 
of  the  passengers  as  he  could  pre¬ 
vail  upon  to  make  the  shore ;  three 
of  them  leaped  into  the  water,  and 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  land. 
There  remained  fourteen  indivi¬ 
duals  on  board,  only  five  of  whom 
reached  the  shore  in  safety;  the 
others  perished  in  attempting  to 
gain  the  land.  The  packet  was 
afterwards  found  to  have  sustained 
comparatively  little  injury,  and  was 
brought  into  Runcorn. 

Sale  of  a  Wife. — About  half¬ 
past  twelve  on  Thursday  se’nnight, 
the  public  were  attracted  to  Ply¬ 
mouth  cattle  market,  in  conse- 
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quence  of  a  notice  which  had  been 
previously  given,  that  a  man,  at 
that  time  and  place,  was  to  dispose 
of  his  wife  by  public  sale !  The 
notice  stated,  that  the  ladv  was  not 
only  young  and  handsome,  but 
would  ride  to  town  in  the  morning 
on  her  own  horse,  of  her  own  free 
will,  and  with  the  consent  of  her 
husband,  who  was  to  act  as  auc¬ 
tioneer  on  the  occasion ;  and  that 
she  would,  moreover,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  succeed  to  600 /., 
which  her  husband  could  not  touch. 
The  concourse  of  spectators  was 
immense,  and  they  were  not  kept 
waiting  long,  the  husband  and  the 
wife  having  appeared  in  the  mar¬ 
ket-place,  exactly  at  the  appointed 
time,  the  latter  accompanied  by 
the  hostler  of  the  lord  Exmouth 
inn. 

The  husband  put  the  article  up 
at  once,  and  asked  for  bidders—* 
“  five  shillings”  was  the  first  offer ; 
“  ten”  the  next ;  “  fifteen”  the 
third ;  and  so  on,  until  the  hostler 
bade  “  three  pounds.”  At  this 
moment,  to  the  evident  disap¬ 
pointment  of  the  auctioneer,  as 
well  as  of  the  lady,  two  constables 
took  possession  of  the  goods,  and 
with  them  of  the  auctioneer,  and 
carried  them  both  to  the  Guildhall, 
where  the  chief  magistrate  was 
sitting.  The  parties  were  placed 
before  the  mayor.  The  husband, 
named  Brooks,  and  residing  at 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ivy- 
bridge,  on  being  asked  why  he  had 
committed  so  illegal  an  act  as  to 
attempt  the  sale  of  his  wife,  very 
innocently  said,  “  They  were  both 
willing,  and  he  did  not  think  there 
was  any  harm  in  doing  it — that, 
for  a  considerable  time,  they  had 
not  lived  together — that  they  had 
been  married  about  two  years  and 
a  half — that  she  brought  him  a 
child  “  three  weeks  after  mar¬ 


riage  !”  which,  until  after  its 
birth,  he  knew  nothing  about ; 
that  the  child  soon  after  died  : 
that  he  got  a  coffin  for  it,  paid  the 
expenses  of  the  funeral,  and  put  it 
comfortably  out  of  the  way,  with¬ 
out  ever  reproaching  his  wife  with 
her  conduct ;  but  all  would  not 
do.  She  soon  after  deserted  him, 
notwithstanding  his  kindness,  and 
went  to  live  with  another  man,  by 
whom  she  had  one  child  since,  and 
he  was  informed,  she  was  again 
pregnant  with  another.” 

On  being  asked,  who  had  ad¬ 
vised  or  told  him,  that  he  could 
sell  his  wife,  he  said,  many  people 
in  the  country  told  him  he  could 
do  it ;  and  that  in  consequence  of 
her  coming  to  him  and  saying  that 
a  person  would  give  him  20 L,  and 
take  her  altogether  clean  off  his 
hands  (3/.  in  hand,  and  17 1-  more 
at  Christmas),  he  had  had  her  ad¬ 
vertised  for  sale  in  Modbury,  on 
three  separate  market  days,  and 
had  come  to  Plymouth  that  morn¬ 
ing,  by  her  appointment,  to  get 
the  business  finished. 

The  lady,  a  good-looking  young 
woman,  stated,  that  she  and  her 
husband  could  not  agree,  and  that 
in  consequence,  as  she  knew  of  a 
person  who  would  take  her,  and 
give  20 1.  for  the  bargain,  she 
wished  to  get  separated  from  him, 
and  she  had  been  told  by  different 
persons,  that  the  thing  could  be 
done,  by  public  sale  in  the  market¬ 
place  on  a  market  day. 

On  being  asked  the  name  of  the 
person  who  was  to  buy  her,  she 
said  it  was  Kane,  and  that  he  lived 
near  Plymstock  ;  she  further  said, 
he  had  disappointed  her  in  not 
coming  forward  to  bid  as  he  pro¬ 
mised,  and  that,  in  consequence, 
she  had  employed  the  hostler  of 
the  inn,  where  she  put  up  her 
horse,  to  bid  for  her,  if  the  price 
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didlnot  exceed  20/.  She  said,  she 
had  left  her  own  horse  by  the  way 
on  account  of  its  having  a  sore 
hack,  and  borrowed  one  in  lieu  of 
it,  of  a  person  near  Ivy-bridge, 
with  whom  she  stated  herself  to 
be  in  habits  of  intimacy. 

The  parties  were  bound  over  to 
answer  the  charge  at  the  ensuing 
sessions ;  but  their  own  recog¬ 
nizances  were  taken,  neither  of 
them  being  able  to  find  sureties. 

19*  Maidstone.  - —  Extraor¬ 
dinary  Rape. — John  Pearson,  a 
man  about  23  years  old,  was  in¬ 
dicted  for  assaulting  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Odiam  George,  on  the 
10th  of  September,  at  the  parish 
of  Woodchurch,  and  violating  her 
person. 

It  appeared  from  the  statement 
of  the  prosecutrix,  that  on  the 
night  in  question  she  had  gone  to 
rest  alone,  her  husband  not  having 
then  come  home  ;  she  fell  asleep, 
and  was  awakened  by  the  caresses 
of  a  man  in  bed  with  her ;  her  in¬ 
fant  child  was  also  in  bed  with 
her.  Supposing  the  visitor  to  be 
her  husband,  she  remained  passive, 
and  yielded  under  that  persuasion 
to  what  took  place.  The  criminal 
act  was  repeated  three  times.  In 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
hearing  a  noise,  she  said  to  her 
bedfellow,  “  What  is  that  noise  ?” 
To  which  he  replied,  speaking  of 
her  husband,  “  It’s  Ody  coming 
home and  he  immediately 
jumped  out  of  bed,  and  retired 
into  the  next  room.  The  prose¬ 
cutrix  also  got  out  of  bed,  threw  a 
gown  over  her,  and  ran  into  a 
neighbour’s  house,  where  she  com¬ 
plained,  that  the  prisoner,  whom  she 
said  she  knew  by  his  voice,  had  thus 
effected  his  object.  She  appeared 
agitated ;  was  in  tears,  pale,  and 
trembling.  She  then  dressed  her¬ 
self,  and  went  to  a  neighbouring 
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oast-house  to  give  information  to 
her  husband,  whom  she  found 
there.  The  prisoner  had  gotten 
there  before  her.  A  complaint  of 
what  happened  was  made  to  the 
husband.  Ten  minutes  only  had 
elapsed  from  the  first  discovery, 
that  the  prisoner  was  the  intruder 
into  her  bed.  She  had  followed 
the  prisoner,  and  kept  him  in  sight, 
until  he  went  into  the  oast-house 
where  the  husband  was.  The 
latter  was  asleep  when  his  wife 
came,  and  had  been  drinking  at  a 
public-house.  She  then  told  her 
husband  what  had  happened,  and 
that  she  believed  it  was  the  pri¬ 
soner  from  the  colour  of  his  smock- 
frock. 

On  her  cross-examination  by 
Mr.  Ryland,  she  admitted  that  she 
was  in  the  family-way  by  her  hus¬ 
band  before  they  were  married ; 
but  she  swore,  that  she  had  never 
allowed  the  prisoner  to  take  any 
improper  liberties  with  her,  and 
particularly,  that  she  had  not  ad* 
mitted  him  to  her  bed  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Saturday  night,  nor  had  he 
been  in  the  house  after  9  o’clock 
on  the  night  in  question,  to  her 
knowledge.  During  the  time  the 
prisoner  was  in  bed  with  her,  on 
the  night  in  question,  no  conver¬ 
sation  at  all  took  place  between 
them,  except  that  he  seemed  more 
amorous  than  her  husband  gene¬ 
rally  was ,  she  said  to  him,  “  Ody, 
is  this  all  love  ?”  to  which  he  an¬ 
swered,  “  Yes,”  in  an  under  tone 
of  voice.  She  swore,  positively, 
that  she  was  ignorant  that  the 
prisoner  was  in  her  bed  until  he 
said,  “  Ody  was  coming  home.” 
During  her  whole  examination,  she 
conducted  herself  with  the  utmost 
composure  and  coolness.  She  was 
a  young  woman  about  twenty-five, 
and  good-looking. 

The  prosecutrix’s  husband,  the 
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woman  to  whom  the  prosecutrix 
first  complained,  and  a  man  who 
was  at  the  oast-house  at  the  time 
the  complaint  was  made  to  the 
husband,  were  also  called  as  wit¬ 
nesses.  It  appeared  from  their 
testimony,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
alleged  rape,  the  prisoner  had 
been  at  the  oast-house  full  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  before  the 
prosecutrix  came  there  to  inquire 
for  her  husband,  and  that  he  was 
seen  on  the  preceding  Saturday 
evening,  at  half-past  nine  at  night, 
to  let  himself  into  the  prosecutor’s 
house  with  a  key,  sit  down  in  the 
room,  and  take  off  his  boots  ;  and 
that  he  remained  in  the  house  20 
minutes,  till  the  return  of  her 
husband,  when  he  retreated  by 
the  back  door. 

Before  the  case  went  to  the  jury, 

Mr.  Ryland  submitted,  that  this 
indictment  would  not  lie  as  for  a 
rape.  The  indictment  alleged 
force  to  have  been  used.  That 
allegation  was  negatived  by  the 
evidence ;  for  the  criminal  act, 
which  was  the  gravamen  of  the 
charge,  was  done  with  the  consent 
of  the  prosecutrix. 

Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  admitted, 
that  there  was  considerable  weight 
in  the  objection,  but  he  thought 
the  case  ought  to  go  to  the  jury. 
An  extremely  nice  question  of  law 
was  involved  in  this  proceeding, 
and  one  which,  for  the  present,  he 
should  not  decide.  If  the  jury, 
however,  thought  themselves  war¬ 
ranted  in  convicting  the  prisoner, 
he  should  direct  them  to  return  a 
special  verdict,  so  that  the  point 
might  be  raised  before  the  twelve 
judges. 

The  learned  judge  then  summed 
up  the  evidence  for  the  jury.  He 
observed,  that  the  statement  of  the 
prosecutrix  was  certainly  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and,  in  sonic  parti¬ 


culars,  very  suspicious.  She  had 
been  contradicted  in  two  material 
points  ;  and  if  she  had  mistaken  or 
misrepresented  circumstances  in 
one  or  two  instances,  there  was 
some  ground  for  doubting  the 
truth  of  the  whole  of  her  state¬ 
ment.  In  order  to  justify  the 
jury  in  finding  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
they  must  be  fully  satisfied — first, 
that  the  prisoner  was  the  person 
who  h£id  committed  the  alleged 
offence  in  the  manner  stated  ;  and, 
secondly,  that  it  was  committed  by 
means  of  a  false  representation, 
that  he  was  the  husband  of  the 
prosecutrix.  They  must  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  prosecutrix  would 
have  resisted  his  advances,  had  she 
known  the  real  situation  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  person  who  had  ob¬ 
tained  access  to  her  bed.  Should 
they  think,  that  the  case  proved  did 
warrant  such  a  conclusion,  the  pri¬ 
soner  ought  to  be  acquitted.  His 
lordship  said,  he  should  not  him¬ 
self  give  any  opinion  upon  the 
point  of  law. 

The  jury  deliberated  a  few 
minutes,  and  found  the  prisoner— 
Not  Guilty. 

23.  Execution. — On  Monday 
the  sentence  of  the  law  was  car¬ 
ried  into  effect  at  Pennenden- 
heath,  near  Maidstone,  upon  John 
Smith,  convicted  at  the  last  assizes 
of  murder. 

About  a  fortnight  ago.  Smith 
sent  for  a  gentleman  of  Maid¬ 
stone,  who,  attending  the  sum¬ 
mons,  received  from  the  prisoner 
a  vehement  injunction  to  make 
public  what  he  called  a  his¬ 
tory  of  his  life.  The  surprise  of 
the  gentleman  may  be  conceived, 
when,  on  examining  the  paper,  lie 
discovered  it  to  be  a  concise  narra¬ 
tive  of  the  place  of  the  prisoner’s 
birth,  his  propensities,  and,  finally, 
his  motives  for  committing  the 
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murder,  described  in  doggrel  verse. 
Although  the  production  of  an 
illiterate  man,  it  is  truly  astonish¬ 
ing  that  the  mind  of  a  man,  nearly 
fourscore  years  old,  could,  by  any 
possibility,  under  circumstances  so 
peculiarly  awful,  for  a  moment  be 
so  abstracted  from  his  situation,  as  to 
be  occupied  with  so  extraordinary  a 
production.  The  levity  of  the 
concluding  lines  is  not  the  least 
striking  part  of  this  extraordinary 
effusion. 

The  original  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Agar:  it  is  literatim  et  verbatim , 
as  follows : 

Lines  dictated  by  John  Smith ,  Aged 
78  Years,  who  was  Executed  on 
Pennenden  Heath,  on  Monday, 
December  23,  1822 ,  for  the 
wilful  Murder  of  Catherine 
Smith,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  4 th 
of  October  last . 

In  the  County  of  Wicklow  I  was  horn’d 
but  now  in  Maidstone  die  in  scorn 
I  once  was  counted  a  roving  blade 
but  to  my  misfortune  had  no  trade 
women  was  always  my  downfall 
but  still  I  liked  and  loved  them  all 
a  hundred  I  have  had  in  my  time 
when  I  was  young  and  in  my  prime 
women  was  always  my  delight 
but  when  I  got  old  they  did  me  slight 
a  woman  from  London  to  me  came 
she  said  with  You  I  would  fain  remain 
if  you  will  be  constant  Ill  be  true 
I  never  want  no  Man  but  Y ou — 
and  on  her  own  Bible  a  Oath  did  take 
that  she  never  would  Me  forsake 
and  during  the  time  that  I  had  Life 
she  would  always  prove  a  loving  Wife 
and  by  that  Means  we  did  agree 
to  live  together  she  and  Me — 
but  soon  her  vows  and  Oath  did  break 
and  to  another  Man  did  take 
Which  she  fetch’d  home  with  her  to 
lay 

and  that  proved  her  own  destiny 
So  as  Jack  Smith  lay  on  his  bed 
this  notion  strongly  run  in  his  Head 
then  he  got  up  with  that  intent 
to  find  her  out  was  fully  bent 
swearing  if  he  found  out  her  Oath 
she’d  broke 

he’d  stick  a  knife  iuto  her  throat 
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then  to  the  Cricketers  he  did  go 
to  see  if  he  could  find  it  out  or  no 
not  long  been  there  before  she  come  in 
with  this  same  fellow  to  fetch  some  Gin 
then  with  A  Knife  himself  brought  in 
immediately  stab’d  her  under  the  Chin 
and  in  five  minutes  she  was  no  more 
but  there  laid  in  her  purple  gore 
Now  to  conclude  and  end  my  song 
they  are  both  dead  dead  and  gone 
they  are  both  gone  I  do  declare 
gone  they  are  but  God  knoivs  where — 

The  body  was  taken  to  Green¬ 
wich,  to  lie  for  public  view  for  one 
day,  and  afterwards  to  be  dissected 
and  anatomized  in  Greenwich  hos¬ 
pital.  He  received  the  sacrament 
just  before  he  left  the  gaol,  and 
appeared  very  penitent  and  re¬ 
signed  at  the  place  of  execution. 
He  spoke  for  a  short  time  to  the 
people,  saying,  “  that  women 
were  the  cause  of  his  downfall.”* 
He  prayed  aloud  and  very  fervently, 
until  the  drop  fell,  saying,  “  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me  !  Christ  have 
mercy  upon  me  !”  The  drop  fell 
about  12  o’clock.  He  slept  very 
little  on  Sunday  night. 

The  New  Marriage  Act. — 
The  circumstances  which  princi¬ 
pally  led  to  the  introduction  of  this 
act  are  said  to  be  as  follows : — The 
marchioness  of  Donegal  (Miss  May) 
was  the  natural  daughter  of  a 
gentleman  celebrated  for  assisting 
persons  of  fashion  with  loans  of 
money.  Being  married  to  the 
marquis,  she  became  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  earl 
of  Belfast  was  the  eldest,  and  heir 
to  the  title  and  estates.  The  earl 
of  Belfast  being  arrived  at  man¬ 
hood,  was  reported  to  be  on  the 
eve  of  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  another  nobleman.  At  this 
juncture,  the  hon.  Arthur  Chi¬ 
chester,  younger  brother  of  the 
marquis  of  Donegal,  and  heir  of 


*  According  to  Irish  logic,  because 
he  cuts  a  woman’s  throat,  a  woman  is 
the  cause  of  his  ruin. 
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the  title  and  estates  should  his 
brother  die  without  lawful  issue., 
intimated  his  intention  to 
the  validity  of  the  marriag 
brother  with  Miss  May ;  he  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  lady,  called  and 
calling  herself  the  marchioness  of 
Donegal,  was  still  Miss  May,  or  at 
least  not  lawfully  married  to  his 
brother ;  and,  consequently,  that 
the  earl  of  Belfast  and  the  other 
children  were  illegitimate,  and 
that,  as  far  as  they  were  concerned, 
he  was  himself  the  actual  heir  pre¬ 
sumptive.  In  this  manner,  at  an 
advanced  age,  the  marquis  and 
marchioness  found  their  marriage 
questioned,  and  their  children  de¬ 
scribed  as  illegitimate.  The  ground 
of  the  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Arthur  Chichester,  was  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  marquis  and  mar¬ 
chioness  by  license,  without  the 
consent  of  any  person  authorized 
by  lord  Hardwicke’s  act.  One  of 
the  consequences  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Chichester’s  intimation  was,  the 
postponement  of  the  marriage  of 
the  earl  of  Belfast ;  and,  in  the 
meantime,  the  marquis  and  mar¬ 
chioness  commenced  such  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  Spiritual  Court,  as 
afforded  the  best  chance  of  esta¬ 
blishing  the  validity  of  their  mar¬ 
riage.  They  discontinued  to  live 
together ;  while  the  marquis  com¬ 
menced  a  suit  against  the  mar¬ 
chioness,  for  what,  in  the  language 
of  the  spiritual  courts,  is  called 
“  Jactitation,”  or  assumption  of 
marriage;  thereby  requiring  the 
marchioness  to  show  upon  what 
pretence  she  called  herself  his 
wife,  and  why  she  should  not  be 
forbidden  so  to  do.  The  object 
was,  to  afford  to  the  marchioness 
an  opportunity  to  establish,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  the  validity  of  the  marriage 
by  legal  evidence,  which  evidence 
would  then  become  matter  of  re¬ 
cord  for  posterity,  and  demonstrate 


the  legitimacy  of  the  children. 
This  could  not  be  accomplished ; 
and  the  act  was  introduced,  in 
order  that  its  retrospective  clauses 
might  effect  what  could  not  be 
done  by  other  means.  The  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  earl  of  Belfast,  with 
lady  Harriet  Butler,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Glengal,  soon  followed. 

Revision  of  the  Irish  Ma¬ 
gistracy.— -Government  have  set 
themselves  in  earnest  about  a  re¬ 
vision  in  the  magistracy.  Writs 
of  supersedeas  have  been  issued  to 
a  great  number  of  gentlemen  of 
the  very  first  rank  and  consequence, 
who  have  been  deprived  of  their 
commissions  as  magistrates.  This 
measure  is  supposed  to  be  intro¬ 
ductory  to  the  new  Constabulary 

Bin. 

Charge  of  Conspiracy  to 

TAKE  AWAY  THE  LIFE  OF  THE 

Lord-lieutenant. — During  the 
whole  of  the  last  week  the  privy 
council  was  engaged  in  investi¬ 
gating  aU  the  particulars  connected 
with  the  attack  on  the  marquis 
Wellesley.  The  investigation  was 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of 
the  attorney  and  solicitor-general. 
Applications  had  been  made,  whilst 
these  examinations  were  pending, 
to  admit  the  persons  in  custody 
to  bail ;  this  however  was  refused ; 
and  others  were  subsequently  taken 
into  custody. 

The  following  persons  were  fully 
committed : — 

Henry  Handwick,  George  Gra¬ 
ham  and  James  Forbes,  for  hav¬ 
ing,  with  divers  other  persons, 
feloniously  conspired,  confederated, 
and  agreed,  to  kill  and  murder  his 
excellency  Richard,  marquis  Wel¬ 
lesley,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  ; 
Matthew  Handwick,  William  Gra¬ 
ham,  and  William  Brownlow,  for 
conspiring  to  cause  a  riot,  and  for 
actually,  with  others,  having  caused 
one  on  the  night  in  question. 


dispute 
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Bedfordshire. .......  Peter  Augustus  Lautour,"of  Staughton,  esq. 

Berkshire  . . Sir  Gilbert  East,  of  Hall-place,  bai  t. 

Bucks  . . . .  Benjamin  Way,  of  Denham,  esq. 

Camb,  and  Hunt ...  .  .Robert  Jones  Adeane,  of  Babraham,  esq. 

Cheshire  ......  ....  Charles  Wickstead,  of  Baddeley,  esq. 

Cornwall  . . . .  .David  Howell,  of  Prideaux,  esq. 

Cumberland  ...... ..William  Crakanthorpe,  of  Bank  Hall,  esq. 

Derbyshire  ........  Philip  Gell,  of  Hopton,  esq. 

Devonshire  ........  Sir  Thomas  T.  F.  Elliot  Drake,  of  Nutwell-court,  bart, 

Dorsetshire  . . . Right  Hon.  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  of  Loders,  bart. 

Essex  ....  ........  Sir  George  Henry  Smyth,  of  Berechurch  Hall,  bart. 

Gloucestershire . Stephen  J.  W.  Fletcher-Welch,  of  Pains  wick,  esq. 

Herefordshire  ....  .  .Thomas  Hampton  Symons,  of  Mynde  Park,  esq. 

Hertfordshire  ..... .Thomas  Daniel,  of  Berkhampstead,  esq. 

Kent  ..............  John  Powel  Powell,  of  Quex,  esq. 

Leicestershire  ......  Charles  James  Packe,  *f  Prestwold,  esq. 

Lincolnshire . .  ......  Sir  John  Hayford  Thorold,  of  Syston,  bart. 

Monmouthshire  . . .  .James  Jenkins,  of  Chepstow,  esq. 

Norfolk  ......... .Sir  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  of  Sail,  bart. 

Northamptonshire  .  .John  Nethercoat,  of  Haselbeacli,  esq. 

Northumberland  ....  Edward  Craster,  of  Preston,  esq. 

Nottinghamshire  . . .  .William  Farnworth  Handley,  of  Newark  upon  Trent,  £ 
Oxfordshire  ........  J ohn  Blackall,  of  Great  Haseley,  esq. 

Rutlandshire  . Thomas  Floar,  of  Whissendine,  esq. 

Shropshire  . . . Robert  Bridgman  Moore,  of  Finley,  esq. 

Somersetshire . Vincent  Stuckey,  of  Hill  House,  esq. 

Staffordshire . .  .Phineas  Hussey,  of  Wyrley  Grove,  esq. 

Southampton  . Robert  Sheddon,  of  Brooklands,  esq. 

Suffolk . Ambrose  Harbord  Steward,  of  Stoke  Park,  esq. 

Surrey . Charles  Nicholas  Pallmer,  of  Norbiton  House,  esq. 

Sussex . . . J ames  Eversfield,  of  Catsfield,  esq. 

Warwickshire  ......  Matthew  Wise,  of  Leamington  Priors,  esq. 

Wiltshire  . . Edward  Phillips,  of  Melksham,  esq. 

Worcestershire . Samuel  Ryland,  of  Kingsnorton,  esq. 

Yorkshire . . Richard  Bethell,  of  Wise,  esq. 

South  Wales. 

Breconshire . .  .John  Christie,  of  Cwmllwyfog,  esq. 

Cardiganshire . Thomas  Lewis  Lloyd,  of  Wern  Newidd,  esq. 

Carmarthenshire  . .  .  .William  Howell  Bevan,  of  Pengay,  esq. 

Glamorganshire  ....  Sir  J  ohn  Morris,  of  Bryn,  bart. 

Pembrokeshire . John  Meares,  of  Eastington,  esq. 

Radnorshire  ....  ...  .John  Hugh  Powell,  of  Clirow,  esq. 

North  Wales. 

Anglcscyshire  . William  Wynne  Sparrow,  of  Tynewydd,  esq. 

Carnarvonshire  - William  Lloyd  Caldecot,  of  the  Cottage,  esq. 

Denbighshire  . Samuel  New' ton,  of  Pickill,  esq. 

Flintshire . Thomas  Harrison,  of  Saathhvydd,  esq. 

Merionethshire . James  Gill,  of  Pant  Glas,  esq. 

Montgomeryshire, . .  .Joseph  Haves  Lyou  of  Cefublwarch,  esq. 
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JANUARY. 

2.  At  Sir  Henry  Halford’s,  in 
Curzon-street,  the  lady  of  Frederick 
Coventry,  esq.  a  daughter. 

At  Cheltenham,  the  lady  of  W.  F. 
Jones,  esq.  of  Gwynfryn,  Cardigan¬ 
shire,  a  son. 

9.  In  Portland-place,  the  lady  of 
Wm.  Curtis,  esq.  a  son. 

14.  The  lady  of  P.  Hussey,  esq. 
Wyrley  Grove,  Lichfield,  a  son  and 
heir. 

18.  In  Piccadilly,  the  right  hon. 
lady  Gwydyr,  a  son  and  heir. 

20.  At  Darley  Abbey,  Dorsetshire, 
the  lady  of  J.  Watts  Russell,  esq.  M, 
P.  a  son. 

22.  In  Upper  Gower-street,  the  lady 
of  J .  A.  F.  Simpkinson,  esq.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

In  Chesterfield-street,  lady  Maria 
West,  a  daughter. 

23.  In  Raker-street,  Portman- 
square,  the  lady  of  sir  Gregory  Page 
Turner,  bart.  a  son  and  heir. 

24.  At  Renishaw,  the  seat  of  sir 
George  Sitwell,  lady  Sitwell,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

In  Manchester-square,  the  lady  of 
the  hon.  Thomas  Orde  Poulett,  a  son. 

25.  At  Brighton,  the  lady  of  lieut  - 
col.  Taylor,  10th  royal  hussars,  a  son. 

At  Boxiey,  Kent,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  William  Frazer,  a  daughter. 

26.  In  Gate-street,  Lincoln’s  inn- 
fields,  the  lady  of  J  ohn  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
a  daughter. 

29.  At  Hythe,  the  lady  of  lieut.  - 
col.  Goldfinch,  royal  engineers,  a  son. 

In  Jermyn-street,  the  lady  of  sir 
Frederick  Baker,  bart.  a  son. 

At  Edinburgh,  lady  Berriedale,  a 
son  and  heir. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  right  hon.  lady 
Ellinor  Campbell,  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Newcastle,  county  of  Limerick, 
the  lady  of  lieut.-col.  Balfour,  a  son. 

At  Dublin,  the  lady  of  sir  Nicholas 
Conway  Colthurst,  bart.  M.  P.  for  the 
city  of  Cork,  a  daughter. 

At  the  Hague,  the  countess  of 
Athlone,  a  daughter. 

At  Versailles,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Elliot, 
a  son. 

At  Bombay,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Bucha¬ 
nan,  a  son. 

At  Rome,  in  the  palace  of  her  bro¬ 


ther-in-law,  the  prince  of  Prossedi, 
Donna  Letitia  Buonaparte  Wyse,  the 
lady  of  Thos.  Wyse,  jun.  esq.  of  the 
manor  of  St.  John,  Ireland,  a  son  and 
heir.  Two  days  afterwards  (Jan.  8), 
the  infant  was  baptized  by  his  emi¬ 
nence,  Cardinal  Fesch,  by  the  name 
of  Napoleon ;  the  sponsors,  John  Tal¬ 
bot,  esq.  nephew  of  the  earl  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  and  Donna  Carlotta  Buonaparte 
Gabrielli,  princess  of  Prossedi. 

FEBRUARY. 

1.  In  Montague-place,  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Pell,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Pell,  a  daughter. 

2.  At  Brighton,  the  right  hon.  lady 
Caroline  Hamilton,  a  daughter. 

5.  At  Preshaw-house,  Hants,  the 
right  hon.  lady  Mary  Long,  the  lady 
of  Walter  Long,  esq.  a  daughter. 

8.  In  Manchester-square,  the  lady 
of  J.  Green  Wilkinson,  esq.  ofBargate- 
house,  Hants,  a  son. 

9.  In  Stratton  street,  Piccadilly, 
lady  J ane  Peel,  a  son. 

10.  At  Puttenham,  Surrey,  the  lady 
of  Richard  Sumner,  esq.  a  daughter. 

15.  Upper  Bedford-place,  liussell- 
square,  the  lady  of  Henry  Hoyle 
Oddie,  jun.  esq.  a  daughter. 

16.  At  Lindley  hall,  the  lady  of  T. 
Applewhaite,  esq.  a  son  and  heir. 

19.  At  Frien-house,  the  lady  of  J. 
W.  Bacon,  esq.  a  daughter. 

20.  In  Portland-place,  the  lady  of 
Sandford  Graham,  esq.  M.  P.  for  Lud- 
gershall,  a  son. 

21.  At  Langley-farm,  Kent,  the 
hon.  Mrs.  Colville,  a  daughter. 

27.  The  lady  of  Dr.  Goodenough, 
head-master  of  Westminster-school,  a 
daughter. 

At  F erregles,  Dumfries,  the  lady 
of  Alexander  Gordon,  esq.  twins, 
(sons). 

At  Dublin,  the  lady  of  the  hon. 
Francis  Annesley,  a  daughter. 

At  Killea-house,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  Richard  St.  Leger,  a  son. 

At  Rathkeale,  county  of  Limerick, 
the  lady  of  lieut.-col.  Dick,  of  the  42nd 
highlanders,  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Clontart,  the  lady  of  the  hon. 
John  Prendergast  Yereker,  a  son. 

MARCH. 

4.  The  lady  of  Thos.  Starkie.  esq. 
barrister-at-law,  twins,  (girls). 
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5.  The  lady  of  James  Moody,  esq. 
of  Hunter-street,  Brunswick-square, 
a  son. 

At  the  Dowager  lady  Rodney’s, 
Alfred-place,  the  lady  of  the  hon. 
Edward  Rodney,  R.  N.  a  daughter. 

7.  At  Holme,  in  the  East  Riding 
of  the  county  of  York,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  Chas.  Longdale,  a  son. 

10.  The  lady  of  captain  Henry 
Andrews  Drummond,  of  Holles-street, 
Cavendish-square,  a  daughter. 

At  Knowlton-park,  Kent,  the  lady 
of  captain  D’Aeth,  R.  N.  a  son. 

11.  In  Bloomsbury-square,  Mrs. 
Edward  Lawford,  a  daughter. 

In  Upper  Brook-street,  the  lady  of 
sir  Charles  Sullivan,  a  daughter. 

In  Queen  Ann-street,  the  lady  of 
major  Chetwynd  Stapylton,  royal 
hussars,  a  son. 

13.  In  Portman-square,  Mrs.  Fuller 
Maitland,  a  daughter. 

14.  At  Woolwich,  the  lady  of  major 
Payne,  royal  artillery,  a  daughter. 

16.  In  Upper  Gower-street,  the 
lady  of  lieut.-col.  sir  Charles  Dance,  a 
daughter. 

18.  At  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of 
Canterbury’s,  the  lady  of  George 
Baker,  esq.  a  daughter. 

At  Crofton-house,  near  Titchfield, 
Hants,  the  lady  of  Thos.  Naghtan, 
esq.  a  son. 

24.  At  the  residence  of  Henry 
Bankes,  esq.  M.  P.  Old  Palace-yard, 
the  lady  of  the  hon.  T.  Stapleton, 
eldest  son  of  lord  Despencer,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

26.  At  Densworth-cotfage,  the  lady 
of  N.  Newnham,  esq.  a  son. 

At  Deal  Castle,  the  hon.  Mrs. 
Crewe,  a  son. 

At  Milton-house,  Stamford,  lady 
Milton,  a  daughter. 

29.  In  Whitehall-place,  the  right 
hon.  lady  James  Stuart,  a  son. 

At  Carlow,  the  lady  of  col.  sir  Dud¬ 
ley  Hill,  a  daughter. 

In  Rutland-square,  Dublin,  the 
hon.  lady  Lovinge,  a  daughter. 

APRIL. 

1.  Lady  Frances  Ley  a  daughter. 

At  Battersea,  the  lady  of  C.  Rippon, 

esq. a  son. 

2.  At  her  brother’s,  E.  Lousada, 
esq.  Bedford-place,  the  lady  of  M. 
Gatteres,  esq.  of  Sidmouth,  Devon¬ 
shire,  a  son. 


5.  In  Bolton-street,  the  lady  of  the 
hon.  T.  Knox,  M.  P.  for  Dungannon, 
a  daughter. 

At  v  iscount  Northland’s,  in  Upper 
Grosvenor-street,  the  lady  of  the  non. 
capt.  Knox,  R.  N.  a  daughter. 

6.  In  Great  Maddox-street,  the  lady 
of  major  Carlyon,  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Wheathamsted,  Herts,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  G.  T.  Pretyman,  a  son. 

8.  At  Colchester,  the  lady  of  the 
rev.  Dr.  George  Holt,  a  daughter. 

9.  At  Bifrons,  near  Canterbury,  the 
marchioness  of  Ely,  a  son. 

At  Coley,  park,  the  lady  of  J.  B. 
Monck,  esq.  M.  P.  a  son. 

13.  In  Baker-street,  the  lady  of  W. 
James,  esq.  M.  P.  a  son. 

In  Portland-plaee,  lady  Ravens- 
worth,  a  daughter. 

At  Walton-upon-Thames,  the  lady 
of  W.  Parker,  esq.  a  daughter. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Perceval,  a  daughter. 

34.  In  Park-street,  the  lady  of  sir 
T.  Jones,  a  daughter. 

In  Burton-crescent,  the  lady  of  J. 
R.  Burchett,  esq.  a  daughter. 

15.  In  St.  James’s-square,  the  hon. 
lady  Vane  Stewart,  a  daughter. 

19.  In  Upper  Wimpole-street,  lady 
Amelia  Sophia  Boyce,  a  son. 

22.  At  Brentry-house,  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  the  wife  of  J  ohn  Cave,  esq.  a 
daughter. 

23.  At  Eton,  the  wife  of  rev.  Dr. 
Keate,  a  son. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Uwins,  Bedford-row, 
a  daughter. 

26.  At  Yester-house,  Haddington, 
marchioness  of  Tweedale,  a  son  and 
heir. 

30.  At Upminster-house, near  Stam¬ 
ford,  countess  of  Lindsey,  a  daughter. 

At  Gilstone-house,  Fifeshire,  the 
lady  of  captain  Parsons,  a  son. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  R.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  esq.  a  son. 

At  Dominick-street,  Dublin,  the 
duchess  of  Leinster,  a  daughter. 

In  Dawson-street,  Dublin,  the  lady 
of  lieut.-col.  Verner,  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Bombay,  the  lady  of  R.  Baxter, 
esq.  of  Camomile-street,  London,  a 
son  and  heir. 

At  Paris,  the  lady  of  T.  Ashmore, 
esq.  a  son. 

MAY. 

3.  At  Castle-house,  Great  Jorring- 
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ton,  Devon,  the  lady  of  A.  W.  J. 
Deane,  esq.  a  daughter. 

4.  At  his  lordship’s  house,  in  Picca¬ 
dilly,  the  countess  of  Roseberry,  a 
daughter. 

The  lady  of  the  right  hon.  Robert 
Peel,  a  son. 

5.  At  his  seat,  Cuerden-hall,  the 
lady  of  R.  Townley  Parker,  esq.  a  son. 

6.  The  lady  of  A.  Trevor,  esq.  a 
son. 

7.  At  his  house,  in  Devonshire- 
street,  the  lady  of  J ames  Alexander, 
esq.  M.  P.  a  son. 

9.  At  Thomas’-hotel,  Berkeley- sq. 
Mrs.  Lane  Fox,  a  daughter. 

At  Kew-green,  the  lady  of  John 
Bishop,  esq.  a  son. 

12.  In  Bernard-street,  Russell- 
square,  Mrs.  John  George  Parry,  a 
daughter. 

13.  At  his  seat,  near  Exeter,  the 
lady  of  Alex.  Hamilton  Hamilton, 
esq.  of  the  Retreat  in  Devonshire,  and 
of  Hullerhirst  in  the  county  of  Ayr, 
a  son. 

15.  At  Rushall,  Wilts,  lady  Poore, 
a  daughter. 

At  the  Vicarage,  Bedfont,  the  lady 
of  the  rev.  Dr.  Jones,  a  daughter. 

20.  In  Mortimer-street,  Cavendish- 
square,  the  lady  of  colonel  Hugh 
Baillie,  a  son. 

22.  In  Montague-place,  the  wife  of 
lieu  t. -col.  Cowper,  a  daughter. 

The  wife  of  Dr.  Howell,  of  Clifton, 

o  rinii  (T p  f  pV 

23.  SMrs.’  T.  Daniell,  of  Little  Berk- 
hampstead,  a  son. 

The  lady  of  sir  Jacob  Astley,  of 
Melton  Constable,  Norfolk,  and  Sea¬ 
ton  Delaval,  Yorkshire,  a  son  and 
heir. 

24.  At  Whitehall,  the  wife  of 
Jos.  Phillimore,  LL.D.  and  M.  P.  a 
son. 

Mrs.  H.  Tenant,  of  Southampton- 
row,  a  daughter. 

At  Bedford-place,  Mrs.  T.  Farrer, 
a  son. 

.  In  Great  Cumberland-place,  the 
right  hon.  lady  Burghersh,  a  daughter. 

26.  The  lady  of  lieut.-col.  Parker, 
royal  artillery,  a  son. 

31.  In  Langham-place,  the  lady  of 
Fred.  Webb,  esq.  a  daughter. 

At  Rome,  the  lady  of  T.  W.  Dickin¬ 
son,  a  son. 

At  Celle,  Planover,  the  wife  of 
major-gen.  Plugh  Halkett,  C.  B.  a  son. 
Vol.  LXIV. 


13  and  15.  At  Aranjuez,  the  prin¬ 
cesses  of  Don  Carlos  and  Don  Francis 
Paulo,  brothers  to  the  king  of  Spain, 
of  sons. 


JUNE. 

2.  At  Garboldham-hall,  the  mar¬ 
chioness  of  Blandford,  a  son  and  heir, 
who  takes  the  title  of  the  earl  of  Sun¬ 
derland. 

3.  In  Grosvenor-square,  the  lady  of 
John  Maberly,  esq.  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

4.  At  East  Farleigh,  the  wife  of 
rev.  A.  Cooper,  a  daughter. 

At  Leamington,  the  lady  of  sir 
Eardley  Wilmot,  bart.  a  son. 

5.  At  Bognor,  the  lady  of  sir  Wm. 
Dick,  bart.  a  daughter. 

6.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Henry 
White,  of  Kew-green,  a  daughter. 

7.  In  Manchester-square,  the  lady 
of  sir  Henry  Lambert,  bart.  a  son  and 
heir. 

10.  In  Berkeley-square,  the  right 
hon.  the  countess  of  Dartmouth,  a  son 
and  heir,  who  takes  the  title  of  vise. 
Lewisham. 

Lady  Sheffield,  of  Normanby,  a 
daughter. 

At  Ashprington  house,  the  wife  of 
major-general  Adams,  a  son  and  heir. 

14.  In  Upper  Berkeley-street,  Port- 
man-square,  the  lady  of  major-general 
sir  John  Keane,  K.C.R.  a  son. 

16.  The  lady  of  the  rev.  Charles 
Shipley,  rector  of  Mappowder,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset,  a  daughter. 

18.  At  Basildon- park,  the  lady  of 
sir  Francis  Sykes,  bart.  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Brentford  Butts,  the  lady  of 
Henry  Ronald,  M.  D.  a  daughter. 

19.  In  Upper  Brook-street,  the  lady 
of  lieut.-col.  sir  T.  Noel  Hill,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

At  Repell’s-green,  Kent,  the  lady 
of  sir  Charles  Dalrymple,  a  son. 

23.  At  Brighton,  the  lady  of  Dr. 
Blair,  a  son. 

26.  The  lady  of  Thomas  Denman, 
es(  pM.  P.  common-serjeant  of  the  city 
of  London,  a  daughter. 

29.  At  Eaglehurst,  viscountess  Kil- 
coursie,  a  son. 

At  Havre  de  Grace,  the  lady  of 
William  Davidson,  esq.  a  daughter. 

Her  royal  highness,  the  princess  of 
Orange,  a  prince. 

At  Naples,  the  lady  of  Charles 

R 
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Selwyn,  esq.  of  Down-hall,  Essex,  a 
son. 

JULY. 

2.  At  Langton,  the  lady  of  James 
.John  Farquharson,  esq.  a  son. 

5.  At  Woburn-place,  Russell-sq., 
the  lady  of  Wm.  Lumley,  Sclater,  esq. 
a  son. 

6.  At  the  Royal-terrace,  Adelphi, 
the  lady  of  Horatio  Legatt,  esq.  a  son. 

7.  At  Bellevue-cottage,  Romsey, 
the  lady  of  the  rev.  Craven  Ord,  a 
daughter. 

In  Gower-street,  the  lady  of  John 
Walford,  esq.  a  son. 

8.  In  Cleveland-row,  the  lady  of 
captain  Fred.  Marryat,  R.  N.  a  son. 

9.  At  Mrs.  Nasmyth’s,  Harley- 
street,  the  lady  of  James  Irving,  esq. 
of  Jamaica,  a  son  and  heir. 

17.  At  Audley-end,  lady  Jane  Ne- 
vill,  a  daughter. 

20.  At  Pyrland-hall,  Somerset, 
Mrs.  Robert  Grant,  a  daughter. 

22.  AtUpton  St.  Leonard’s,the  wife 
of  capt.  Mackenzie  Fraser,  a  daughter. 

23.  In  George-street,  Hanover-sq., 
lady  Copley,  a  daughter. 

29.  At  Great  George-street,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Lushington,  M.  P.  a  son. 

At  Castle  Fraser,  the  lady  of  colonel 
Fraser,  a  son. 

At  St.  Petersburgh,  the  hon.  lady 
Bagot,  a  son. 

At  Rotterdam,  the  lady  of  James 
Henry  Turing,  esq.  a  daughter. 

19.  At  the  palace  of  Montbrillant, 
near  Hanover,  the  duchess  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  a  princess. 

AUGUST. 

4.  At  Queenhithe,  the  lady  of  Wm. 
Venables,  esq.  alderman  and  sheriff,  a 
son. 

6.  In  York-street,  St.  James’s- 
square,  the  lady  of  Dr.  Boston,  a 
daughter. 

7.  At  Edinburgh,  the  countess  of 
Portsmouth,  a  daughter. 

8.  Jn  York-street,  St.  James’s-sq., 
the  lady  of  sir  Ulysses  Burgh,  K.C.B. 
M.  P.  a  daughter. 

11.  At  Lower  Tooting,  Surrey,  the 
lady  of  John  George  Cnckitt,  esq.  of 
Doctors’  Commons,  a  daughter. 

12.  In  Berkeley-square,  the  coun¬ 
tess  of  Jersey,  a  daughter. 


At  Sidmouth,  Devon,  the  lady  of 
Alexander  Nicholson,  second  regiment 
of  life-guards,  a  daughter. 

14.  At  Brighton,  the  lady  of  lieul— 
general  J.  S.  Wood,  a  daughter. 

In  Berkeley-square,  the  lady  of  H. 
Baring,  esq.  a  son. 

At  Belfast,  the  lady  of  sir  Stephen 
May,  a  son. 

At  Ballymaloe  castle,  the  lady  of 
Clement  John  Foster,  esq.  a  son. 

SEPTEMBER. 

3.  At  Ryde,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
the  lady  of  the  hon.  capt.  Rodney, 
R.N.  a  son. 

At  Winnington-hill,  Cheshire,  the 
lady  of  R.  Ansdell,  esq.  a  son. 

4.  At  Hoi  wood,  Kent,  the  lady  of 
W.  Heygate,  esq.  M.  P.  and  alderman, 
a  son  .—And  on  the  same  day,  the 
lady  of  James  Heygate,  jun.  esq.  a 
daughter. 

5.  The  lady  of  the  hon.  captain 
Dawson,  R.N.  a  son. 

6.  At  Holdon-house,  the  lady  of 
sir  Lawrence  V.  Palk,  bart.  M.P.  a 
son. 

7.  At  Adlestrop-house,  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  the  lady  of  Chandos  Leigh,  esq, 
a  daughter. 

At  Boyle  Farm,  the  right,  hon. 
lady  Caroline  Ann  Macdonald,  a 
daughter. 

9.  At  Exmouth,  the  lady  of  colonel 
Payne,  a  daughter. 

At  Huish-cottage,  Devonshire,  the 
lady  of  H.  Carew,  esq.  a  daughter. 

10.  At  Hempstead  -  court,  near 
Gloucester,  the  right,  hon.  lady  John 
Somerset,  a  son. 

11.  In  Portman-square,  countess 
Manvers,  a  daughter. 

19.  At  Dr.  Munro’s,  Bushey,  Hants, 
the  lady  of  Alexander  Munro,  esq.  a 
son. 

22.  The  lady  of  C.  Richmond,  esq. 
of  Dough ty-street,  a  son. 

23.  At  Chamber,  her  grace  the 
duchess  of  Newcastle,  a  son. 

24.  The  lady  oflieut.-eol.  Hogg,  of 
the  hon.  East  India  company’s  service, 
a  son. 

At  Chiswick,  the  lady  of  lieut.-col. 
PI.  F.  Cavendish,  a  son. 

At  Sutton  Park,  Bedfordshire,  the 
lady  of  H.  Russell,  esq.  a  daughter. 

25.  At  Conway,  the  lady  of  sir 
David  Erskine,  bart.  a  daughter. 
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26.  The  wife  of  capt.  Jas.  Murray, 
R.  N.  a  daughter. 

27.  At  Cheltenham,  the  lady  of 
captain  Hyde  Parker,  of  the  royal 
navy,  a  daughter. 

28.  At  Pansvaulden,  Herts,  the 
lady  of  the  right  hon.  lord  Glammis,  a 
son  and  heir. 

At  Edinburgh,  countess  Kin  tore,  a 
son. 

At  Edinburgh,  lady  Ann  Wardlaw, 
a  son. 

Dublin,  the  lady  of  Richard  Bacon, 
esq.  after  being  married  18  years,  two 
daughters. 

At  Boulogne-sur-Mer,  the  lady  of 
lieut.-gen.  sir  Richard  Jones,  K.C.B. 
a  son. 

At  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Mrs.  Cham¬ 
berlain,  wife  of  H.  M.  consul-general, 
a  son. 

OCTOBER. 

2.  At  Lackham-house,  Wilts,  the 
lady  of  lieut.-col  Tuffhell,  a  son. 

5.  The  lady  of  colonel  Woodford,  of 
Coldstream  guards,  a  daughter 

8.  At  EngLefield  Green,  lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  Tollemache,  a  daughter. 

25.  At  Cadogan-terrace,  the  lady  of 
lieut.-col.  sir  Gray  Campbell,  bart.  a 
son. 

29.  At  Forrest  Hall,  Essex,  the 
lady  of  William  Beckford,  esq.  a 
daughter. 

31.  InHenrietta-street,  Brunswick- 
square,  the  lady  of  Robert  Stewart 
Blucke,  esq.  twin  sons. 


NOVEMBER. 

1.  At  Plashet  Lodge,  Elizabeth  the 
wife  of  Joseph  P'ry,  esq.  a  son. 

8.  In  Powis-place,  the  lady  of  R.  A. 
Cottle,  esq.  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Richard  Fothergill, 
esq.  of  Caerleon,  a  son  and  heir 

12.  In  York-place,  the  lady  of  Jos. 
Tasker,  esq.  of  Fitzwalter,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  a  daughter. 

The  hon.  Mrs.  Carleton,  a  son. 

13.  At  Llansdon  Anglesea,  the  hon. 
Mrs.  Irby,  a  son. 

15.  The  lady  of  George  Bishop, 
esq.  of  Finsbury  place,  a  son. 

24.  At  Albury  park,  lady  Harriet 
Drummond,  a  son. 

25.  In  Saville-row,  Newcastle,  the 


lady  of  A-  Compton,  esq.  of  CorharU- 
Hall,  near  Coldstream,  a  daughter. 

26.  The  lady  of  Cyrill  J.  Monk- 
house,  esq.  of  Craven-street,  Strand, 
son. 

DECEMBER. 

4.  At  Hobland-hall,  Suffolk,  the 
lady  of  John  Penrice,  esq.  a  daughter. 

8.  The  countess  of  Verulam,  a  son. 

11.  Mrs.  Haydon,  wife  of  Mr. 
Haydon,  historical  painter,  a  son. 

12.  At  sir  Archibald  Macdonald’s, 
at  East  Sheen,  Mrs.  Randolph,  a 
daughter. 

At  his  excellency’s  house,  in  Charles- 
street,  Berkelev-square,  the  lady  of 
count  d’Aglie,  the  Sardinian  ambas¬ 
sador,  a  son  and  heir. 

13.  At  Norfolk -house,  St.  James’s- 
square,  the  countess  of  Surry,  a 
daughter. 

14.  The  right  hon.  lady  Francis 
Hotham,  a  son. 

At  Horpole,  near  Northampton,  the 
lady  of  the  hon.  and  rev.  T.  L.  Dun- 
das,  a  daughter. 

19.  In  Gloucester-place,  the  lady  of 
capt.  Brougham,  a  daughter. 

21.  In  Bruton -street,  Berkeley- 
square,  lady  Eleanor  Lowther,  a 
daughter. 

25.  At  Holkham-house,  Norfolk, 
lady  Anne  Coke,  wife  of  Thos.  Will. 
Coke,  esq.  M.P.  for  that  county,  a  son 
and  heir. 

Lately  at  Rigmont-house,  Bedford¬ 
shire,  the  lady  of  Thomas  Potter 
Macqueen,  esq.  a  son  and  heir. 

At  Hurst-house,  West  Moulsey, 
lady  Berkeley,  a  daughter. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  major 
James  Hervey,  of  Castle  Semple,  a 
daughter. 

At  Dublin,  the  lady  of  the  dean  of 
Qlonfort,  a  daughter. 

At  Naples,  the  lady  of  Geo.  Baring, 
a  son. 

At  Brussels,  lady  Isabella  Knox,  a 
son  and  heir. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  lady  of  sir  Jas. 
Miles  Riddell,  bart.  ason  and  heir,  and 
a  daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 

JANUARY. 

2.  At  St.  George’s  Hanover -square, 
W.  S.  Badcock,  esq.  post-captain  of 
R  2 
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the  royal  Navy,  to  Selina,  daughter  of 
lady  H.  Crewe,  of  Eltham-park,  Kent, 
and  sister  to  sir  George  Crewe,  bart. 
of  Caulk  abbey  Derbyshire. 

At  St.  Anne’s  church,  Roderick 
Macleod,  M.D.  to  Margaret  Sambier, 
daughter  of  the  rev.  doctor  Macleod, 
rector  of  St.  Anne’s  Westminster. 

At  St.  George’s,  Bloomsbury,  Itobt. 
Monro,  esq.  second  son  of  Thomas 
Monro,  M.D.  of  Bushy,  Herts,  to 
Charlotte  Mary,  second  daughter  of 
the  late  James  Monro,  esq.  of  Hadley, 
Middlesex. 

9.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
Joseph  Knight,  esq.  to  thehon.  Eleanor 
de  Blacquiere,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late,  and  sister  to  the  present  lord 
de  Blacquiere. 

At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
by  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  Hugh  Hammersley,  esq.  banker, 
to  Maria  Georgiana,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  Lewis  Montolieu,  esq.  and 
niece  to  Mrs.  Orby  Hunter,  of  Bruton- 
street,  Berkeley-square. 

11.  At  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  lieut.- 
col.  Walter  O’Hara,  late  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  service,  second  son  of  the  late 
Robert  O’Hara,  esq.  ofRaheen,  county 
Galway,  to  Marian,  second  daughter 
of  Charles  Murray,  esq.  John-street, 
Bedford-row. 

12.  At  St.  James’s  church,  William 
Beckford,  esq.  second  son  of  F.  L. 
Beckford,  esq.  of  Southampton,  to 
Maria  Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of 
the  rev.  John  Bramston  Stane  of  For- 
rest-hall,  Essex. 

At  St.  George’s,  Dublin,  by  the 
hon.  and  rev.  Henry  Pakenham,  the 
rev.  W.  PI.  Foster,  nephew  of  lord 
Oriel,  to  Catherine,  sister  of  John 
Hamilton,  esq.  of  Brown-hall,  and 
niece  of  the  earl  of  Longford. 

19.  At  Ingleby  manor,  Yorkshire, 
Tatton  Sykes,  esq.  second  son  of  the 
late  sir  Christopher  Sykes,  bart.  of 
Sledmere,  in  the  same  county,  to 
Mary  Ann,  second  daughter  of  the 
late,  and  sister  to  the  present  sir  Wm. 
Foulis,  bart. 

22.  Count  St.  Martin  d’Aglie,  mi¬ 
nister  plenipotentiary  from  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  to  Louisa,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  hon.  Charles 
Finch. 

24.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  Robt. 
Berkeley,  esq.  only  son  of  Robert 
Berkeley,  esq.  of  Spetchley,  Wor¬ 


cester,  to  Henrietta  Sophia,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Paul  Benfield, 
esq. 

29.  At  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
Thomas  Henry  Algernon  Stephens, 
esq.  to  Maria  Elizabeth,  second 
daughter  of  the  rev.  R.  Brickenden, 
and  niece  to  the  earl  of  Cavan. 

At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Bective,  to 
Olivia,  relict  of  the  late  Edward  Tuite 
Dalton,  esq.  and  daughter  of  sir  John 
Stevenson. 

At  Morges,  near  Lausanne,  by  the 
very  rev.  the  dean,  of  Raphoe,  the 
marquis  Marius  d’Espinassy  de  Fon- 
tanelle,  to  Maria,  second  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  hon.  John 
Thomas  Capel,  and  lady  Caroline 
Cape!. 


FEBRUARY. 

At  Plympton,  St.  Mary,  Erving 
Clarke,  esq.  of  Efford,  to  Anna  Le- 
titia,  third  daughter  of  Paul  Treby, 
esq.  of  Plympton. 

2.  The  rev.  J.  B.  S.  Carwithen, 
vicar  of  Sandhurst,  Berks,  to  Mrs. 
Augustus  F'aulkner,  daughter  of  the 
late  general  Spry,  of  the  engineers. 

4.  At  Liverpool,  Thomas  Shaw 
Brandreth,  esq.  barrister  at  law,  to 
Harriet,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late 
Ashton  Byron,  esq.  of  Fair  View,  near 
Liverpool. 

9.  At  St.  Michael’s,  eollege-liill, 
William  Boyd,  jun.  esq.  of  Shamrock- 
lodge,  county  of  Down,  Ireland,  to 
Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  the  right  hon. 
Christopher  Magnay,  esq.  the  lord 
mayor. 

11.  By  special  licence,  by  the  bishop 
of  Norwich,  the  right  hon.  the  earl  of 
Albemarle,  to  Charlotte,  daughter  of 
the  late  sir  Henry  Hunloke,  bart.  of 
Wingerworth,  in  the  county  of  Derby. 
The  bride  was  given  away  by  her 
uncle,  Thos.  Wm.  Coke,  esq.  of  Holk- 
ham,  Norfolk. 

12.  At  Addesley,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  by  the  hon.  and  rev.  Henry 
Cust,  the  hon.  John  Henry  Knox, 
third  son  of  viscount  Northland,  to 
lady  Mabella  Needham,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Kilmorey. 

At  Chertsey,  by  the  rev.  William 
Corbett  Wilson,  jun.  A.M.  of  Trinity 
college,  Cambridge,  Charles  Corbett 
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Wilson,  second  son  of  the  rev.  William 
Corbett  Wilson,  of  Hardwick  Priory, 
Warwickshire,  to  Mary,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Anthony  Benn 
esq.  of  Hensingham,  Cumberland. 

14.  At  Hadleigh,  the  rev.  Charles 
B.  Taylor,  to  Adine,  second  daughter 
of  A.  D.  Lewis  Agassiz,  esq.  Fins- 
bury-square. 

By  the  dean  of  Westminster,  the 
rev.  Edward  Murray,  second  son  of 
the  late  right  rev.  lord  Bishop  of  St. 
David’s,  and  nephew  of  the  duke  of 
Athol,  to  Ruperta  Catharine,  only 
child  of  the  late  sir  George  Wright, 
hart. 

18.  At  Exeter,  John  Tyrell,  esq. 
of  Lincoln’s-inn,  barrister,  and  of  Clo- 
nard,  county  of  Kildare,  to  Mary  Ann, 
only  child  of  John  Mackintosh,  esq. 
of  Exeter. 

19.  At  Burnham,  Norfolk,  by  the 
rev.  W.  Bolton,  the  rev.  Philip  Ward, 
M.A.  to  Horatio  Nelson  Nelson,  the 
adopted  daughter  of  the  late  admiral 
lord  viscount  Nelson. 

21.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq. 
by  special  licence,  by  the  rev.  Charles 
Gore,  William  Gore  Langton,  esq. 
jun.  of  Burderop-park,  Wilts,  eldest 
son  of  William  Gore  Langton,  esq.  of 
Newton-park,  Somerset,  to  Jescinthia 
Powell  Collins,  only  daughter  of  H. 
Powell  Collins,  esq.  of  Hatch  and 
Lillesdon,  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

26.  By  special  licence,  by  the  lord 
bishop  of  Norwich,  Thomas  William 
Coke,  esq.  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  to  lady  Ann  Keppell,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Albemarle. 

27.  At  Chatham,  lieut.-col.  Dash- 
wood,  of  the  3rd  guards,  second  son  of 
sir  Henry  Dasliwood,  bart.  of  Kirt- 
lington-park,  Oxfordshire,  to  Caroline, 
fourth  daughter  of  sir  Robert  Barlow, 
K.C.B. 

Lieut.-col.  Percival,  C.B.  to  Alicia 
Charlotte,  eldest  daughter  of  sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Palmer,  bart. 

At  Edinburgh,  Charles  Dundas, 
esq.  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Berks,  to 
Mrs.  Erskine,  widow  of  major  Ers- 
kine,  of  Vinlau,  and  niece  to  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale. 

At  Charles  Town,  in  the  county  of 
Louth,  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Vesey,  Thos. 
Lecke,  esq.  barrister  at  law,  eldest  son 
of  Ral  ph  Lecke,  esq.  of  Longford-hall, 
Shropshire,  to  Anna  Shaw,  only 
daughter  of  the  hon.  Matthew  Plun- 


ket,  and  niece  to  the  right  hon.  lord 
Louth. 

At  Van  Diemen’s  Land,  by  special 
licence,  Mr.  Scott,  surgeon  to  the 
royal  navy,  and  resident  surgeon  of 
that  colony,  to  Lucy  Margaretta 
Davey,  only  child  of  lieut.-col  Davey, 
late  lieut.-governor  of  Van  Diemen’s 
Land. 

At  Rome,  capt.  Robert  Manners 
Lockwood,  eldest  son  of  Thos.  Lock- 
wood,  esq.  of  Dan-y-Craig,  in  Gla¬ 
morganshire,  to  the  right  hon.  lady 
Julia  Gore,  daughter  ot  the  late  earl 
of  Arran,  K.P.  and  sister  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Abercorn. 


MARCH. 

By  special  licence,  at  the  earl  of 
Albemarle’s,  in  St.  J  ames’s-square, 
Mr.  Coke,  of  Norfolk,  to  lady  Anne 
Keppel,  second  daughter  of  his  lord- 
ship. 

By  special  licence,  at  the  duke  of 
Devonshire’s,  at  Chiswick,  the  hon. 
G.  A.  Ellis,  M.P.  to  the  hon.  Geor- 
giana  Howard,  second  daughter  of 
viscount  Morpeth. 

At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
hon.  and  rev.  Hugh  Percy,  the  hon. 
Charles  Percy,  youngest  son  of  the 
earl  of  Beverly,  to  Ann  Caroline, 
grand-daughter  of  Bertie  Bertie 
Greatheaa,  esq.  of  Guy’s  Cliff,  War¬ 
wickshire. 

27.  By  special  licence,  at  Hulton- 
chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Runcorne,  by 
the  rev.  Dr.  Blackburn,  warden  of 
Manchester,  sir  James  Mi  lies  Riddle, 
of  Ardnamarchan  and  Sunart,  bart.  to 
Mary,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late, 
and  sister  of  the  present  sir  Richard 
Brooke,  of  Norton,  bart. 

28.  Nicholas  Harris  Nicholas,  esq.  of 
Inner  Temple,  and  of  Waterloo  villa, 
Cornwall,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Davison,  esq.  of  the  East 
India-house. 

30.  At  Flamstead,  by  the  rev.  A. 
Franks,  Frederick  Franks,  esq.  to 
Emily,  second  daughter  of  sir  J. 
Saunders  Sebright,  bart. 

John  Savage,  esq.  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  barrister  at  law,  to  Eliza, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  T.  Patrick- 
son,  Blackneath. 
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APRIL. 

4.  At  All  Saints,  Southampton,  H. 
Walker,  esq.  to  Amelia,  youngest 
daughter  of  S.  Medina,  esq.  of  Guil- 
ford-street,  Russell-square. 

8.  At  Great  Saling,  Essex,  J.  Hum¬ 
phreys,  esq.  of  Lin  coin’ s-inn,  to  Char¬ 
lotte  Dorothy,  sixth  daughter  of  B. 
Goodrick,  esq.  of  Saling-grove,  in  that 
county. 

John  Bourke  Ricketts,  esq.  son  of 
the  late  G.  Ricketts,  of  Ashford-hall, 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  to  Isabella, 
daughter  of  T.  J.  Parker,  of  Portland, 
place,  and  niece  to  C.  N.  Palmer,  esq. 
of  Norbiton-house,  Surrey. 

9.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
rev.  archdeacon  Heslop,  D.D.  John 
Francis  Davis,  esq.  of  Birdhurst  lodge, 
near  Croydon,  to  Emily,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  lieut.-coionel 
Ilumfrays,  of  the  Bengal  engineers. 

10.  At.  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq. 
the  rev.  H.  Moore,  of  Tackbrooke,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  to  Rebecca 
Harriot,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
L.  Huntingdon,  esq.  deputy  receiver- 
general  of  the  Stamp  duties. 

11.  At  St.  Mary’s  church,  Bath- 
wick,  by  the  rev.  F.  Festing,  vicar  of 
Wingham,  Edmund  Haynes,  esq.  of 
the  island  of  Barbadoes,  to  Lucy, 
third  daughter  of  G.  Reed,  esq.  of 
Dockfour,  Demerara,  and  Johnstone- 
street,  Bath. 

15.  At.  Richmond,  the  hon.  Pownall 
Bastard,  Pellew,  M.P.  eldest  son  of 
lord  viscount  Exmouth,  to  Georgiana 
Janet,  eldest  daughter  of  M.  Dick, 
esq.  of  Richmond,  and  of  Pitcarrow- 
house,  Angusshire. 

16.  At  Leigh,  Worcestershire,  S. 
Miles,  esq.  of  Leicester,  to  Mary 
Anne,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  J. 
Dod,  esq.  of  Cloverly-hall,  Shropshire. 

At  St.  George’s  Hanover-sq.,  Mr. 
Aide  of  Constantinople,  to  Georgiana 
Emma  Maria,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  admiral  sir  G.  Collier.  The 
ceremony  had  been  previously  per¬ 
formed  at  count  Ludolf’s,  the  Nea¬ 
politan  ambassador,  and  was  attended 
by  the  count  and  countess  Ludolf, 
the  count  and  countess  St.  Antonio, 
See. 

18.  By  special  licence,  at  Maple 
Hayes,  sir  William  Amcotts  Ingilby, 
bart.  of  Ripley-castle,  in  the  county 
of  York,  and  of  Kettlethorpe-park, 


Lincolnshire,  to  Louisa,  daughter  of 
John  Atkinson,  esq.  of  Maple  Hayes, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford. 

20.  By  special  licence,  at  All  Saints, 
Hereford,  Richard  Jones  Powell,  esq. 
of  Lincoln’s-inn,  barrister  at  law,  eld¬ 
est  son  of  Richard  Powell,  M.D.  of 
Bedford-place,  Russell-square,  to  Mar¬ 
tha  Clee,  only  surviving  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Downes,  esq.  of  Hin¬ 
ton,  near  Hereford. 

At  Little  St.  Mary’s,  Durham,  the 
rev.  James  Blackburn,  late  fellow  of 
Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  vicar  of 
Egainford,  in  the  county  of  Durham, 
and  of  Ronaldkirk,  in  the  county  of 
York,  to  Jane,  widow  of  the  late  Mar¬ 
tin  Dunn,  esq.  of  Durham. 

23.  At  Kildale,  Edmund  Turton, 
esq.  of  Larpool-hall,  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  Bradsted-place,  Kent,  to 
Marianne,  only  child  of  Robert  Bell 
Livesey,  esq.  of  Kildale,  in  the  county 
of  York. 

24.  At  Southampton,  Hants,  the 
hon.  and  rev.  James  Noel,  fifth  son  of 
sir  Gerard  Noel  Noel,  bart.  to  Caro¬ 
line  Penelope,  fifth  daughter  of  the 
late  Paul  Cobb  Methuen,  esq.  of 
Corsham-house,  Wiltshire. 

27.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq. 
by  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Carlisle, 
George  Rust,  esq.  of  Huntingdon,  to 
Sophia,  daughter  of  Henry  Peters, 
esq.  of  Beckworth-castle,  Surrey. 

30.  At  St.  George’s,  Bloomsbury, 
E.  C.  Woodbridge,  esq.  son  of  J. 
Woodbridge,  esq.  of  Charlwood-park, 
Surrey,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
capt.  Herbert,  of  Henrietta-street, 
Bloomsbury. 

At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
right  rev.  the  lord  bishop  of  Chester, 
the  rev.  Robert  Morley  Master,  A.M. 
to  Frances  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of 
George  Smith,  esq.  M.P.  of  Selsdon, 
Surrey. 

MAY. 

1.  At  Sunning,  Berkshire,  William 
Ward  Heathcote,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  rev.  C.  T.  Heathcote,  D.D.  to 
Elizabeth,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  James  Burton,  esq. 

2.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  William 
Selby,  esq.  youngest  son  of  the  late 
Thomas  Selby,  esq.  of  Biddlestone, 
Northumberland,  to  Juliana,  daughter 
of  the  late  major  O’Brien,  of  Bath. 
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At  East  Barnet,  sir  Thomas  Whelan, 
of  Dublin,  to  Alicia,  youngest  daughter 
of  Edward  Egan,  of  Ussage  house, 
Herts. 

At  Bath,  major-general  sir  W. 
Inglis,  K.C.B.  to  Margaret  Marianne, 
eldest  daughter  of  major-general  Ray- 
mond. 

6.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
by  the  rev.  George  Porcher,  Plenry 
Porcher,  esq.  of  Arlington-street,  to 
Sarah,  second  daughter  of  John  Pearse, 
esq.  of  Craig’s-court,  Charing-cross. 
Also  the  rev.  J.  Edwin  Lance,  to 
Madeline  Louisa,  only  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  Jonas  Dupree 
Porcher,  esq.  of  Winslade,  Devon. 

At  Alberton,  the  rev.  J.  Eagles, 
A.M.  of  Wadham-college,  Oxford,  to 
Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Manley,  esq.  of  Manley,  near 
Tiverton,  Devonshire. 

8.  At  St.  Clement’s  Danes,  William 
Wastell,esq.  of  Hunter-street,  Bruns- 
wick-square,  to  Agatha  Whalley, 
youngest  grand-daughter  of  the  late 
rev.  W.  Barclay. 

9.  At  Bray,  Mr.  George  Bretton, 
of  Maidenhead,  to  Anna  Maria,  only 
surviving  daughter  of  Lawrence  Nor¬ 
man,  esq.  of  that  corporation. 

13.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover- sq. 
by  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Carlisle, 
William  Turner,  esq.  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  barrister  at  law,  only  son  of 
W.  Turner,  esq.  of  Chapel  Tyod,  in 
the  county  of  Dublin,  to  Maria  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Frances,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Morris,  esq.  of  Eastington,  in 
the  county  of  Pembroke. 

14.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  the  rev. 
Edward  Orlebar  Smith,  rector  of  Hol- 
cut  and  Salford,  in  the  county  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  the  late 
rev.  T.  Willis,  of  Bletehley  Bucks, 
and  sister  of  John  Flemming,  esq. 
M.P.  for  Hants. 

t  16.  At  Hornchurch,  Essex,  Henry 
Tweed,  esq.  of  Rumford,  to  Mary 
Johnson,  eldest  daughter  of  Wasey 
Stersey,  esq.  of  the  same  place. 

At  St.  Omer,  A.  B.  Ernest  Vande- 
choute,  captain  of  engineers  in  the 
French  service,  to  Anne  Emilia  Gre- 
gorie,  second  daughter  of  David  Gre- 
gorie,  late  merchant  of  Dunkirk. 

23.  Nathaniel  Ellison,  esq.  of  Lin- 
coln’s-inn,  and  fellow  of  Merton  col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  to  Frances  Gregg, 
daughter  of  the  late  J.  Wombwell,  esq. 


25.  Lieut.  Henry  Jellicoe,  R.N.  of 
Wandsworth,  to  Jane,  daughter  of  sir 
A.  B.  King,  bart.  late  lord  mayor  of 
Dublin. 

At  Masham,  Yorkshire,  Charles 
Harrison,  esq.  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  to 
Anna,  widow  of  John  Lodge  Batley, 
esq.  of  Masham. 

29.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq. 
by  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Carlisle, 
John  Kirkman,  esq.  of  Grove-place, 
Alpha-road,  to  Elizabeth  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Chevalier,  esq.  of  South 
Audley-street. 

30.  At  Mary-le-bone,  by  the  rev. 
Robert  Pym,  the  rev.  W.  W.  Pym, 
second  son  of  Francis  Pym,  esq.  M.P. 
for  the  county  of  Bedford,  to  Sophia 
Rose,  sixth  daughter  of  the  late  Sam. 
Gambier,  esq. 

Lately,  At  Raphoe,  the  rev.  Hugh 
M’Neill,  A.M.  rector  of  Albury, 
Surrey,  one  of  the  chaplains  to  his  ex¬ 
cellency  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  son 
of  A.  McNeill,  esq^.  of  Ballv-castle,  to 
Anne,  daughter  of  the  right  rev.  the 
lord  Bishop  of  Raphoe. 

At  St.  Helier’s,  Jersey,  Sidney 
Passmore,  esq.  of  London,  to  Sophia, 
second  daughter  of  R.  B.  Poussett, 
esq. 


JUNE. 

1.  At  Cobham-hall,  by  the  rev.  J. 
Stokes,  A  M.  vicar  of  Cobham,  Kent, 
Charles  Brownlow,  esq.  M.P.  for  the 
county  of  Armagh,  to  lady  Mary  Bligh, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  earl  and  coun¬ 
tess  of  Darnley. 

4.  At  Aldborougli,  in  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  by  the  rev.  George  Harvey 
Vachell,  the  rev.  Benjamin  Philpot, 
of  Walpole,  in  the  same  county,  to 
Charlotte,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
rev.  J.  Vachell,  rector  of  Littleport, 
Cambridgeshire. 

5.  At  St.  Mary-le-bone  church,  by 
the  rev.  Edward  Bankes,  prebend  of 
Worcester  and  Gloucester,  George 
Bankes,  esq.  M.P.  second  son  of  Henry 
Bankes,  esq.  M.P.  of  Kingston-hall, 
Dorset,  to  Georgiana  Charlotte,  only 
child  of  admiral  Nugent. 

6.  W.  Carroll,  esq.  to  Elizabeth, 
relict  of  the  late  George  Thackray, 
esq.  of  Twickenham-lodge,  Middlesex. 

7.  At  Liverpool,  John  Hayward 
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Turner,  esq.  youngest  son  of  the  late 
Samuel  Turner,  esq.  of  Upper  Wim- 
pole-street,  to  Elizabeth,  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Nicholas  Crooke,  esq.  of 
Liverpool. 

8.  Henry  H.  Goodall,  esq.  of  the 
East  India  house,  to  Mary,  daughter 
of  Henry  Smith,  esq.  of  Peckham- 
liouse,  Surrey. 

11.  At  Durham,  John  Trotter,  esq. 
M.D.  to  Mary  Anne,  second  daughter 
of  the  rev.  J.  Fawcett,  of  Newton-hall, 
in  the  county  of  Durham. 

12.  At  Boughton-church,  Wastell 
Briscoe,  esq.  jun.  of  Devonshire-place, 
to  Maria,  only  daughter  of  John 
Hobday  Lade,  esq.  of  Boughton-house, 
in  the  county  of  Kent. 

14.  At  St.  George’s,  Bloomsbury, 
by  the  rev.  J.  E.  Compson,  William 
Compson,  esq.  of  Frederick’s-place, 
Old  Jewry,  youngest  son  of  James 
Compson,  esq.  of  Cleobury  Mortimer, 
Shropshire,  to  Charlotte,  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  William  Finlay,  esq. 
of  Carrickfergus,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim. 

At  St.  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
lord  bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Edmund 
William  Williams,  second  son  of 
Henry  Thomas  Williams,  esq.  of 
Keppel-street,  Russell-square,  to  Isa¬ 
bella  Mary  Weston,  second  daughter 
of  the  late  rev.  Sam.  Ryder  Weston, 
D.D.  canon  residentiary  of  St.  Paul’s 
cathedral. 

IT.  At  Lambeth -palace,  by  his  grace 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  thehon. 
Robert  Smith,  M.  P.  for  the  county  of 
Buckingham,  only  son  of  lord  Carring¬ 
ton,  to  the  hon.  Eliza  Katherine, 
Forrester,  second  daughter  of  lord 
F orrester. 

18.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq. 
lord  Francis  Gower,  second  son  of  the 
marquis  of  Stafford,  to  Miss  Greville, 
daughter  of  lady  Charlotte  Greville. 
After  the  ceremony,  the  new-married 
couple  set  off  to  spend  the  honey¬ 
moon  at  Stratlifield  Say,  the  seat  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington. 

21.  At  St.  Andrew’s  Holborn,  by 
the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Rochester, 
Longueville  Clarke,  esq.  M.A.  F.R.S. 
barrister  at  law,  of  Lincoln’s-inn,  and 
of  the  privy  council,  to  Maria  Hart, 
only  child  of  Joseph  Hart  Myers, 
M.D.  of  John-street,  America-square. 

At  St.  Mary-le-bone,  David  Pen- 
^ant,  esq.  of  Downing,  in  the  county 


of  Flint,  to  lady  Caroline  Spencer 
Churchill,  only  daughter  of  the  duke 
and  duchess  of  Marlborough. 

25.  At  Corsham,  Wilts,  the  rev.  J. 
Andrew  Methuen,  vicar  of  Corsham, 
younger  son  of  the  late  Paul  Cobb 
Methuen,  esq.  to  Louisa  Maria, 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Fuller, 
esq.  of  Newton-park,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts. 

27.  At  Dover,  by  the  dean  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  John  Bailey,  esq.  eldest  son 
of  the  hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bailey,  to 
Charlotte  Mary,  second  daughter  of 
the  late  John  Minet  Fector,  esq.  of 
Dover  and  of  Kernsey-abbey,  in  the 
same  county. 

29.  Francis  Newman  Rogers,  esq. 
to  Julia  Eleanora,  third  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Walter  Lea,  esq.  of 
Pyrland-hall,  Somersetshire. 

William  Heath  Petch,  esq.  of  Red 
Lion-square,  to  Miss  Phillips,  daughter 
of  sir  Richard  Phillips  of  Bridge-street, 
Black  friars. 

Geoffery  Nightingale,  esq.  of  the 
grenadier-guards,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  sir  E.  Nightingale,  bart.  of 
Kneesworth-hall,  Cambridgeshire,  to 
Mary  only  daughter  of  the  late  T. 
Knowlys,  esq.  of  Stockwell,  Surrey. 

At  Dublin,  Edward  Hobson,  esq.  of 
Newtown -lodge,  to  Susan  Prescott, 
only  daughter  of  lieutenant  general 
Doyle. 

At  the  British  ambassador’s,  Paris, 
Henry  Winston  Barrow,  esq.  of  Mount 
Barrow,  in  the  county  of  Waterford, 
to  Miss  Leigh  Page  Turner,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  Gregory  Leigh 
Page  Turner,  bart.  of  Battlesden-park, 
Bedfordshire. 

At  Florence,  at  the  residence  of  his 
Majesty’s  minister  to  the  court  of 
Tuscany,  bv  the  rev.  Dr.  Trever, 
rector  of  West  Kirby  and  vicar  of 
Eastham,  Cheshire,  William  Burn,  esq. 
of  Coldach,  Perthshire,  to  Jacquette, 
fourth  daughter  of  William  Thomas 
Hull,  esq.  of  Marpool-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Devon. 


JULY. 

1.  At  St.  Andrew’s  Holborn,  sir 
John  St.  Aubin,  bart.  to  Mrs.  Vini- 
combe. 

3.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
Richard  Adolphus  Musgrave,  esq. 
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fourth  soil  of  the  late  sir  James  Mus- 
grave,  hart,  of  Barnsley-park,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  to  Catherine, 
second  daughter  of  colonel  James 
Lowther. 

4  By  special  licence,  at  M  ontague- 
house,  Privy- gardens,  lord  Stopford, 
son  of  the  earl  of  Courtown,  to  lady 
Ann  Montague  Scott,  daughter  of  the 
late  duke  of  Buccleugh. 

Peter  Browne,  esq.  M.P.  second  son 
of  the  right  hon.  Dennis  Browne,  esq. 
M.P.  of  Mount  Browne,  in  the  county 
of  Mayo,  to  Catherine  Esther,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  John  Puget,  esq. 
of  Totteridge,  Hants. 

8.  At  St.  George,  the  Martyr,  Queen- 
square,  sir  George  Atkinson,  of  Hills¬ 
borough,  in  the  county  of  Down,  to 
Hannah,  only  surviving  daughter  of 
the  late  Richard  Scott,  esq.  of  Henton- 
house,  in  the  county  of  Durham. 

9.  At  Cheltenham,  the  rev.  James 
W.  Arnold,  M.A.  son  of  the  late  Geo. 
Arnold,  esq.  of  Ashby-lodge,  North¬ 
amptonshire,  and  of  Mirables  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  to  lady  Mary  Howard, 
third  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Wicklow. 

At  St.  James’s  church,  Henry 
Lindesey  Betherne,  esq.  of  Kilconqu- 
har,  in  the  county  of  Fife,  knight  of 
the  first  class  of  the  Persian  order  of 
the  Lion  and  Sun,  to  Miss  Coutts 
Trotter,  eldest  daughter  of  John 
Coutts  Trotter,  esq.  of  Durham  Park, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford. 

At  St.  George’s  Hanover-square, 
R.  Nicholson  Bruce,  esq.  of  Stratford- 
place,  to  Harriet,  eldest  daughter  of 
Richard  Williams,  esq.  of  Albemarle- 
street. 

At  Marv-le-bone  church,  the  rev. 
John  George  Stone,  rector  of  Stow 
Maria,  Essex,  to  Elizabeth,  eldest 
daughter  of  sir  John  Penny,  bart.  of 
Membland-house,  Devonshire. 

At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
the  rev.  W.  Gooch,  son  of  colonel  W. 
Gooch,  and  grandson  of  sir  Thomas 
Gooch,  bart.  of  Benacre-hall,  Suffolk, 
to  Anne,  daughter  of  the  late  Her¬ 
bert  Newton  Jarritt,  esq.  of  Grove- 
place,  near  Southampton,  and  of 
Golden-grove,  Jamaica. 

10.  At  Walcot  Church,  Bath,  Henry 
Edmund  Goodridge,  esq.  architect,  to 
Matilda,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Samuel  Yockney,  esq.  of  Upper  East 
Hayes,  Bath. 


11.  At  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
major  Charles  Waytli,  of  the  17th 
light  dragoons, to  Anne,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  James  Jacobson,  esq.  of 
Maidstone. 

13.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by 
the  rev.  W.  Long,  canon  of  Windsor, 
Chai'les  Devon,  esq.  of  liackenford,  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  to  Mary,  eldest 
daughter  of  Edward  Long,  esq.  of 
Hampton-lodge,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey. 

15.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
Horatio,  only  son  of  Richard  Vachell, 
esq.  of  Copfold-hall,  Essex,  to  Mary, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Honywood,  esq.  M.P.  for  the  countv 
of  Kent. 

At  Marv-le-bone  church,  by  the 
bishop  of  Oxford,  Samuel  Crawlev, 
esq.  of  Storkwood,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  M.P.  for  Honiton,  to  Maria, 
eldest  daughter  of  Christopher  Mus- 
grave,  esq.  of  Rocks,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex. 

16.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq., 
by  the  rev.  J.  Dolphin,  prebendary  of 
York,  Vernon  Dolphin,  esq.  of  Eyford, 
in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  to  "Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Payne,  esq.  of  Edstaston-house,  in  the 
county  of  Salop. 

Lately, Robt.  Robinson,  esq. younger 
son  of  the  late  general  Robinson  of 
Denston-hall,  Suffolk,  and  nephew  to 
the  earl  of  Powis,  to  Clementine  Con  ¬ 
stants,  third  daughter  of  the  rev. 
Richard  Bingham,  incumbent  of  Gos¬ 
port  chapel,  and  prebendary  of  Chi¬ 
chester. 

25.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by 
the  hon.  and  rev.  Gerard  Wellesley, 
Henry  Long,  esq.  eldest  son  of  Edw. 
Long,  esq.  or  Hampton-court,  Surrey, 
to  the  right  hon.  lady  Catherine  Wal¬ 
pole,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late, 
and  sister  to  the  present  earl  of 
Orford. 

27.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq., 
by  the  very  rev.  the  dean  of  Carlisle, 
lord  Granville  Somerset,  second  son  of 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  to  the 
hon.  Emily  Smith,  youngest  daughter 
of  lord  Carrington. 

At  Brussels,  Andrew  Peterson,  esq. 
to  Miss  Jane  Gunnis. 

At  Halifax,  North  America,  major 
Taylor,  of  the  81st  regiment,  nephew 
of  the  very  rev.  the  archdeacon  of 
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Dorset,  to  Miss  George,  daughter  of 
sir  Rupert  George,  K.C.B. 

At  St.  Philip’s  church,  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  by  special  licence,  John 
Oxley,  esq.  surveyor-general  of  that 
territory,  to  Emma,  youngest  daughter 
of  John  Norton,  esq.  of  Fairlight- place, 
in  the  district  of  Bringelly. 


AUGUST. 

1.  At  St.  Martin’s  in  the  Fields, 
Benjamin  Golding,  M.D.  to  Sarah 
Pelerin,  only  daughter  of  William 
Blew,  esq.  of  Warwick-street,  Pall- 
Mall. 

At  Wilton  church,  Taunton,  F. 
Welland,  esq.  of  the  hon.  East  India 
Company’s  service,  third  son  of  the 
late  R.  Welland,  esq.  of  Lympston, 
Devon,  to  Sophia,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Corfield,  esq.  of  Wilton-house. 

3.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  Richard 
Jeffrey,  esq.  of  Montague-street,  to 
Maria,  relict  of  the  late  lieut.-colonel 
Samuel  Kelly. 

At  Cork,  major  Rutledge,  6th  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  to  Mrs.  Henry  Graham, 
sister  to  major-general,  sir  John  Lam¬ 
bert,  K.C.B. 

At  Mary-le-bone,  Henry  Carroll, 
esq.  of  Ballynure,  county  Wicklow,  to 
Catherine,  daughter  of  the  late  David 
Mitchell,  esq. 

6.  At  Hanwell,  Middlesex,  Thomas 
Bramall,  esq.  of  Tamworth-castle, 
Warwickshire,  to  Miss  Cooper,  of 
Brentford. 

At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
by  the  dean  of  Hereford,  William 
Cartwright,  esq.  captain  of  the  royal 
tenth  hussars,  and  second  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Ralph  Cartwright,  esq.  of  Ayno, 
M.P.  for  the  county  of  Northampton, 
to  Mary  Anne,  daughter  of  the  late 
Henry  Jones,  esq.  and  niece  to  lady 
Tierney. 

8.  At  Rushall,  rev.  Joseph  Hey- 
thorne,  son  of  John  H.  esq.  of  Hill- 
house,  Gloucestershire,  to  Annette 
Gibson,  sister  to  sir  Edward  Poore,  bt. 
of  Rushall. 

At  Hendon,  William  Mackenzie, 
esq.  3rd  dragoons,  to  Justina,  third 
daughter  of  William  Anderson,  esq. 
of  Russell-square. 

The  rev.  Thomas  Wharton,  of  St. 
John’s  Wood,  to  Charlotte-Maria, 


third  daughter  of  the  late  George 
Rose,  esq.  of  Cookham. 

Richard  Cooke,  esq.  R.A.  to  Sarah 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  late  John 
Waddilove,  esq. 

10.  Henry,  second  son  of  Samuel 
Welch,  esq.  of  Bromley-common,  to 
Adelaide,  daughter  of  Thomas  Thorn¬ 
ton,  esq.  of  iSpringfield-grove,  Hor¬ 
sham. 

C.  Derby,  esq.  of  Guildford,  to 
Frances  Elizabeth  Harriet,  daughter 
of  lady  Caroline  Drummond. 

12.  At  Poole,  J.  Bingley  Garland, 
esq.  fourth  son  of  George  Garland,  esq. 
of  Poole,  to  D.  Vallis,  daughter  and 
co-heiress  of  late  Samuel  Vallis,  esq. 
of  the  same  place. 

At  Reading,  Thomas  Hustler,  esq. 
of  Acklam-hall,  Yorkshire,  to  Char¬ 
lotte  Frances  Eliza,  only  daughter  of 
late  Richard  Wells,  esq.  of  Demerary. 

At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-square, 
capt.  Barnard,  71st  light  infantry,  son 
of  rev.  R.  C.  B.  of  Withersfield,  to 
Christina,  daughter  of  the  late  T. 
Porter,  esq.  of  Rockbeare-house,  Devon. 

14.  Dr.  Richard  Bright,  of  Blooms- 
bury-square,  to  Martha  Lyndon, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Babington,  of  Alder- 
manbury. 

At  Lower  Winchendon,  Bucks,  by 
the  rev.  T.  Hay  ton,  John  Fletcher, 
to  Teanaah  Buckland,  daughter  of 
Edward  Buckland,  head  of  a  tribe  of 
gypsies,  who  have  long  frequented 
that  part  of  Bucks.  After  the  cere¬ 
mony  the  party  retired  to  a  lane  ad¬ 
joining  the  village,  where  they  par¬ 
took  of  an  excellent  dinner,  served 
partly  on  solid  plate,  and  partly  on 
fine  oriental  china.  The  novelty  of 
such  a  banquet  attracted  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  respectable  spectators. 

16.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  sir 
Edward  West,  recorder  of  Bombay,  to 
Lucretia  Georgiana,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Martin  Browne  F olkes, 
bart.  of  Hillington-hall,  Norfolk. 

29.  As  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq., 
lord  Viscount  ChetwTynd,  to  Mary, 
only  surviving  daughter  of  the  late 
Robert  Moss,  esq. 

31.  At  St.  John’s,  Hackney,  T.  N. 
Talfourd,  esq.  barrister  at  law,  of  the 
Middle  Temple,  to  Rachel,  eldest 
daughter  of  J.  T.  Rutt,  esq.  of  Clapton, 
Middlesex. 

At  Wotton,  Surrey,  by  the  rev.  J, 
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Evelyn  Boscawen,  Charles,  eldest  son 
of  rear-admiral  sir  Charles  Rowley, 
K.C.B.  and  K.M.T.  to  Frances,  only 
daughter,  of  John  Evelyn,  esq.  of 
Wotton. 

At  Reigate,  J.  N.  Shelley,  esq.  to 
Julia  Dorcas,  only  daughter  of  James 
Bell,  esq.  of  Hooley-park. 

Lately,  at  Seven  Oaks,  the  rev. 
George  Randolph,  youngest  son  of  the 
late  bishop  of  London,  to  Catherine 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  rev. 
H.  Drummond,  of  Fawley,  Herts, 

SEPTEMBER. 

1.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  Joseph 
Edward,  eldest  son  of  sir  George 
Leeds,  bart.  of  Croxton-park,  to 
Marian,  only  daughter,  of  the  late  W. 
T.  Stretton,  esq. 

At  Berkeley,  Gloucestershire,  John 
Y.  Bedford,  esq.  of  Birmingham,  only 
son  of  J.  Bedford,  esq.  of  Abbey- 
house,  Pershore,  to  Catherine,  only 
daughter  of  E.  Jenner,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

3.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
rev.  R.  Baker,  the  rev.  Richard 
Bathurst  Greenlaw,  of  Isle  worth,  to 
Harriet,  eldest  daughter  of  sir  Robert 
Baker,  of  Berner’s-street. 

By  special  licence,  in  Great  George- 
street,  Westminster,  Francis  Bradley, 
esq.  of  Gorecourt,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  to  Mary  Jane,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  right  hon.  lord  Harris,  of 
Belmont,  in  the  same  county. 

7.  At  Pannel,  near  Harrowgate, 
Francis  Haggitt,  D.D.  prebendary  of 
Durham,  and  rector  of  Nuneham 
Courtenay,  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  the 
late  W.  Perry,  esq.  of  King -street,  in 
the  county  of  Hereford,  and  niece  of 
archdeacon  Prosser,  D.D.  prebendary 
of  Durham. 

10.  John  Leycester  Adolphus,  esq. 
barrister-at-law,  to  Clara,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Rowland  Richard¬ 
son,  esq.  of  Streatham. 

At  Ham,  J.  Dawkins,  esq.  M.P.  of 
Upper  Norton,  Oxfordshire,  to  Maria, 
daughter  of  general  Gordon  Forbes. 

At  Cheltenham,  Pat.  Wallace,  esq. 
commander  of  the  Orient  East  India- 
man,  to  Jane,  only  daughter  of  colonel 
sir  John  Sinclair,  of  Dunbeath,  bt. 

17.  At  Hatton,  county  Warwick, 
the  rev.  John  Lynes,  rector  of  Elmley 
Lovett,  Worcestershire,  to  Caroline 
Sobieski,  eldest  daughter  of  John 


Wynne,  esq.  of  Garthmiclio,  Denbigh¬ 
shire,  and  grand- daughter  of  the  rev. 
Dr.  Parr. 

24.  The  right  hon.  earl  of  Liverpool, 
K.G.  to  Miss  Chester,  sister  of  sir 
Robert  Chester. 

25.  At  Mary-le-bone,  Francis  G  arden 
Campbell,  esq.  of  Troup,  to  Maria, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  major-general 
Duff,  of  Carnourie,  county  Banff. 


OCTOBER. 

1.  By  special  licence,  at  St.  James’s, 
lord  viscount  Mandeville,  eldest  son  of 
the  duke  of  Manchester,  to  the 
daughter  of  the  right  hon.  lady  Olivia 
Sparrow,  of  Brampton  park,  Hunts, 
and  niece  to  the  earl  of  Gosford. 

4.  By  special  licence,  at  Highclere, 
Philip  Pusey,  esq.  eldest  son  of  the 
hon.  Philip  Pusey,  to  lady  Emily  Her¬ 
bert,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Carnarvon. 

8.  Rev.  William  S.  P.  Wilder,  eldest 
son  oflieut.  general  sir  T.  Wilder,  of 
Binfield  Manor  house,  Berks,  to  Au¬ 
gusta  Louisa,  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  lieut.- general  sir  Henry  M. 
Crosby,  of  Barnesville  park,  county 
Gloucester. 

9.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover  square, 
Dr.  T.  Gordon,  physician  to  the  forces, 
to  Elizabeth  Bruce,  daughter  of  rev. 
P.  Barclay,  and  niece  to  sir  R.  Barclay, 
K.CB.. 

At  Fetcham,  sir  Jahleel  Brenton,  bt. 
K.C.B.  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  the  late 
Jas.  Brenton,  esq.  of  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia. 

12.  At  Monmouth,  William  J.  Bag- 
shawe,  esq.  Middle  Temple,  barrister- 
at-law,  son  of  sir  William  Chambers 
Bagshawe,  of  the  Oaks,  county  Derby, 
to  Sarah,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Partridge,  esq.  of  Monmouth. 

19.  At  St.  George’s,  Hanover-sq., 
Henry  Dundas  Scott,  esq.  of  Fludyer- 
st.,  to  Anne  Lindsey,  eldest  daughter 
of  Charles  Bankhead,  esq.  M.D.  of 
Lower  Brook-street,  Grosvenor  square. 

Lately,  at  Tavistock,  the  rev.  Edw. 
Atkyns  Bray,  B.D.  F.A.S.  vicar  of 
Tavistock,  to  Anne  Eliza,  daughter  of 
John  Kempe,  esq.  New  Kent-road, 
and  widow  of  Charles  Alfred  Stothard, 
esq.  the  celebrated  antiquary  and 
draftsman. 

At  Redhall,  in  Scotland,  Benjamin 
Digby,  esq.  of  Mountjoy-sq.,  Dublin, 
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to  Sophia,  second  daughter  of  the  late 
vice  admiral  J.  Inglis. 

At  Minto  house,  captain  Charles 
Adam,  II.  N.  to  Elizabeth,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Patrick  Brydone, 
esq. 

24.  At  Mitcham,  capt.  James  Myers 
of  the  7th  regiment  native  infantry, 
Madras  establishment,  to  Louisa,  widow 
of  lieut.  colonel  Henry  Roberts,  of  his 
majesty’s  34th  regiment. 

26.  At  Exeter,  Samuel  Lloyd,  esq. 
of  Snugborough,  Cork,  to  Sophia,  eldest 
daughter  of  Samuel  Frederick  Milford, 
esq.  one  of  the  magistrates  for  the 
county  of  Devon. 

At  Broadwater,  Sussex,  Grenville 
Pigott,  esq.  eldest  son  of  W.  Pigott, 
esq.  of  Doddershall-park,  Bucks,  to 
Charlotte,  youngest  daughter  of  Edw. 
Long,  esq.  of  Hampton  lodge,  Surrey. 

28.  At  Chelsea,  the  rev.  Hen.  Curtis 
Cherry,  B.  A.  of  Clare- Hall,  Cambridge, 
to  Anne  Alicia,  second  daughter  of 
major  general  sir  J.  Cameron,  K.C.B. 
&c. 

30.  At  Scaleby,  Henry  Farrer,  esq. 
to  Frances,  youngest  daughter  of 
Rowland  Fawcett,  esq.  of  Scaleby-cast. 
Cumberland. 

By  special  licence,  at  Colwich,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  Charles  Fred, 
baron  de  Rutzen,  to  Mary  Dorothea, 
eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Nathaniel 
Phillips,  esq.  of  Slebech-hall,  Pem¬ 
brokeshire,  and  sister  to  viscountess 
Anson. 

31.  At  Kensington,  captain  David 
Rae  Newell,  of  the  hon.  East  India 
Company’s  ship,  Scaleby-castle,  to 
Charlotte  Jannetta  only  surviving 
daughter  of  the  late  James  Falconer, 
esq.  of  Bombay. 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  At  St.  George’s,  Bloomsbury-sq. 
John  Hinxman,  esq.  of  Great  Russell- 
street,  to  Kate,  only  child  of  the  late 
major  Bladen,  of  the  19th  light  dra¬ 
goons. 

9.  Major  P.  Dunbar,  of  the  cavalry, 
hon.  East  India  company’s  service,  to 
Jessie,  seventh  daughter  of  the  rev. 
W.  Leslie,  of  Balnagaith,  Morayshire, 
and  niece  to  the  earl  of  Caithness. 

12.  At  Fordingbridge,  Henry  Green¬ 
wood,  esq.  surgeon,  to  Anne,  eldest 
daughter  of  George  Reude,  esq.  of 
Fryerncourt. 


13.  At  Chiddingstone,  Kent,  by  the 
rev.  W.  Streetfield,  the  rev.  Richard 
Peter  Whish,  M.A.  prebendary  of 
Wells,  and  vicar  of  Broxted,  in  Essex, 
to  Sophia  Catherine,  eldest  daughter 
of  Henry  Streetfield,  esq.  of  Chidding¬ 
stone. 

14.  At  Rotherham,  by  the  rev.  Thos. 
Trebeck,  Thomas  Trebeck,  esq.  of  the 
royal  artillery,  to  Sophia,  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Joseph  Walker,  esq.  of 
Eastwood,  near  Rotherham. 

18.  At  Madron  church,  Cornwall, 
George  Gilbert  Currey,  M.I).  I'.R.S. 
to  Mary,  only  child  of  the  late  Joseph 
Walker,  esq.  of  East  wood,  near  Rother¬ 
ham. 

Lately,  at  Park-place,  Edinburgh, 
John  Williams,  esq.  of  the  hon.  East 
India  company’s  civil  service,  to  So¬ 
phia,  daughter  of  the  late  D.  W. 
Roxburgh,  of  the  same  service. 

At  Netherwood,  near  Dumfries,  Aug. 
Spry  Faulkner,  esq.  lieut.  77th  regt. 
son  of  the  late  rear  admiral  Faulkner, 
to  Mary  Ann,  widow  of  the  late  Wm. 
Munro,  esq.  of  the  roval  regiment  of 
artillery. 

At  Lorra  Glebe,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  Usher  Langstaff, 
esq.  to  Rosina  Eleanor,  fourth  daughter 
of  the  rev.  Edw.  Price,  archdeacon  of 
Killaloe,  and  grand-niece  to  the  late 
marquis  of  Ely. 

DECEMBER. 

5.  At  Holkham,  the  hon.  Spencer 
Stanhope,  to  Miss  Coke,  daughter  of  T. 
W.  Coke,  esop  M.P. 

8.  By  special  licence,  at  St.  James’s 
church,  the  earl  of  Belfast,  eldest  son 
of  the  marquis  of  Donegal,  to  lady 
Harriet  Butler,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Glengall. 

10.  At  Wragbv,  Lincolnshire,  sir  T. 
C.  Sheppard,  bart.  of  Crakenmarsh- 
hall,  Staffordshire,  and  Thornton-hall, 
Bucks,  to  Mary  Ann,  only  child  of  the 
rev.  G.  Turnor,  prebendary  of  Lincoln, 
and  niece  of  sir  T.  Hanmer,  bart. 

12.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  Janies 
Henry  Mitchell,  of  Moreland,  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  to  Jane,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Mitchell, 
esq. 

At  Lyndhurst,  Hants,  Daniel  Gur¬ 
ney,  esq.  of  North  Runcton,  Norfolk, 
to  lady  Harriet  Hay,  sister  to  the  earl 
of  Errol. 
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Thomas  Baker,  esq.  of  the  hon.  East 
India  company’s  service,  to  Maria, 
eldest  daughter  of  Henry  Edmeades, 
esq.  of  Cobnam,  Kent. 

17.  At  Mary-le-bone  church,  by  the 
hon.  and  rev.  Gerard  Wellesley,  D.D. 
Robert  Lambert,  esq.  rear-admiral  of 
the  White,  to  Louisa  Ann,  relict  of 
the  rev.  T.  Cobb,  of  Jgtham,  in  the 
county  of  Kent. 

18.  The  rev.  W.  Longlands,  fellow 
of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  and  of 
Aston,  Herts,  to  Judith  Campbell, 
eldest  daughter  of  John  Pendrill,  esq. 
Bath. 

19.  At  Clapham,  Flintoff  Leatham, 
esq.  banker,  of  Pontefract,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  York,  youngest  son  of  John 
Leatham,  esq.  oi  Ropergate-house, 
Pontefract,  to  Eliza,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Peter  Blackburn,  esq.  of  Clap- 
ham-house,  Surrey. 

31.  At  Culham,  Oxfordshire,  the 
rev.  A.  T.  Gilbert,  D.D.  principal  of 
Brazenose  college,  to  Mary  Ann,  only 
child  of  the  rev.  R.  Win  tie,  prebendary 
of  St.  Paul’s,  vicar  of  Culham,  and 
rector  of  Compton  Beauchamp,  Berks. 

In  Aberdeenshire,  major  G.  Turner, 
royal  artillery,  to  Margaret,  daughter 
of  the  late  John  Ramsey,  esq.  of  Barra. 

At  Douglas  church,  near  Cork,  Chas. 
Wedderburne  Webster,  esq.  of  the 
carabineers,  to  Rebecca,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  James  Chat- 
terton,  bart.  of  Castlemahon,  Cork. 

At  Trinidad,  Henry  Fuller,  esq.  his 
Majesty’s  attorney-general,  to  Miss  C. 
Carter.  , 
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JANUARY. 

1.  Thomas  Fonblanque,  esq.  to  be 
consul  at  Konigsberg,  Memel,  and 
Pillau,  and  all  other  ports  and  places 
in  the  province  of  East  Prussia;  Gre¬ 
gory  Marshall,  esq.  to  be  consul  at 
Calais,  and  all  other  ports  and  places  in 
the  departments  of  the  North,  the 
Straits  of  Calais,  and  the  Somme  ;  and 
Eangford  Hey  land,  esq.  to  be  consul  at 
Ostend. 

5.  George  Augustus  Quentin,  esq. 
colonel  in  the  army,  &c.  knighted. 

12.  The  king  has  directed  letters 
patent  to  be  issued,  granting  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Buckingham  the  titles  of  mar¬ 


quis  of  Chandos  and  duke  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  and  Chandos  ; — to  the  earl  of  West¬ 
meath,  the  dignity  of  a  marquis  of  Ire¬ 
land,  by  the  title  of  marquis  of  West¬ 
meath  ; — to  viscount  Killmorey  the 
dignities  of  a  viscount  and  earl  of  Ire¬ 
land,  by  the  titles  of  viscount  of  Newry 
and  Morne,  and  earl  of  Killmorey  ; — to 
viscount  Monckthe  dignity  of  an  earl 
of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  earl  of  Rath- 
down  ; — to  viscount  Ennismore  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  Ireland,  by  the 
title  of  earl  Listowell ; — to  viscount 
Mount  Earl  the  dignities  of  a  viscount 
and  earl  of  Ireland,  by  the  titles  of 
visct.  A  dare  and  earl  of  Dunraven  and 
Mount  earl; — and  to  lord  Castlemaine 
the  dignity  of  a  viscount  of  Ireland,  by 
the  title  of  viscount  Castlemaine. 

7th  light  dragoons  —  Capt.  J.  H. 
Williams  to  be  major. 

18th  foot — Major  T.  W.  Robbins,  to 
be  lieut.-colonel. 

Veteran  battalion  —  Major-general 
H.  Elliott,  to  be  colonel. 

Lieut.-colonel  H.  Hooper,  to  be  lieut.- 
colonel. 

Major-gen.  R.  Kelso,  to  be  colonel. 

Lieut.-colonel  J.  G.  Ross,  to  be 
lieut.-colonel. 

Major-general  A.  M.  K.  Hamilton,  to 
be  colonel. 

Lieut.-colonel  J.  Twigg,  to  be  lieut.« 
colonel. 

15.  His  Majesty  has  granted  the 
dignity  of  baronet  to  J.  K.  James,  esq. 
lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  and  his  heirs, 
&c. 

26.  The  king  has  appointed  Alex. 
Marrack,  esq.  consul  at  St.  Ives,’  for 
Hanover. 

W.  Erskine,  esq.  lord  of  session  in 
Scotland. 

J.  Macon  ochie,  esq.  sheriff  depute  of 
Orkney  and  Zetland. 

R.  Hamilton,  esq.  one  of  the  ordinary 
clerks  of  session. 

II.  M’ Donald,  esq.  clerk  of  the  kingrs 
process  in  Scotland. 

10th  foot,  major  Payler,  from  half¬ 
pay  of  the  37th  foot,  to  be  major. 

16th,  major  Thorne, from  half-pay  of 
the  60th  foot,  to  be  major. 

2nd  veteran  battalion,  major  Rey¬ 
nolds,  from  the  late  8th  veteran  batta¬ 
lion,  to  be  major. 

29.  The  king  has  appointed  W.  R 
Hamilton,  esq.  one  of  the  under  secre¬ 
taries  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  be 
his  Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  and 
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minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies. 

Member  Returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

29.  Lynn —  The  marquis  of  Titch- 
field,  v.  sir  M.B.  Folkes,  hart,  de¬ 
ceased. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments,  &c. 

The  rev.  Henry  Kaye  Bonney,  col¬ 
lated  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Bedford, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  archdeacon 
Vince. 

The  rev.  J.  H.  Hogarth,  LL.B.,  to 
the  rectory  of  Strefford,  Essex;  patron, 
John  Hogarth,  esq.  of  Dorking,  Surrey. 

The  rev.  J.  Boyce,  to  the  rectory  of 
Ketnor,  alias  Culborne,  Somersetshire ; 
patron,  lord  King. 

The  rev.  Thomas  Luttrell,  to  the 
vicarage  of  Minehead,  Somersetshire. 

The  rev.  — — -•  Williams,  to  the  rec¬ 
tory  of  Fitz,  Shropshire ;  patron,  the 
lord  chancellor. 

Cambridge.  —  Robert  Woodhouse; 
M.A.  F.R.S.  fellow  of  Caius  college, 
and  Lucanian professor  of  Mathematics, 
was  unanimously  elected,  Jan.  3, 
Plumian  professor  of  Experimental 
Philosophy,  in  room  of  the  late  pro¬ 
fessor  Vince. 

The  rev.  J.  Lonsdale,  M.A.  of  King’s 
college,  elected  Christian  advocate,  in 
room  of  the  rev.  Thomas  Rennell. 

The  rev.  Charles  Benson,  M.A.  fel¬ 
low  of  Magdalen  college,  continued 
Hulsean  lecturer  for  the  present  year. 

The  Hulsean  prize,  adjudged  to 
William  Trollope,  B,A.  of  Pembroke- 
hall.  The  subject,  u  The  Expedients 
to  which  the  Gentile  Philosophers  re¬ 
sorted  in  opposing  the  Progress  of  the 
Gospel,  described,  and  applied  in  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  Truths  of  the  Christian 
Religion.” 

FEBRUARY. 

5.  Hon.  sir  Charles  Paget,  to  be 
groom  of  the  bedchamber  m  ordinary 
to  his  Majesty,  v.  hon.  sir  E.  Paget, 
resigned. 

Mr.  W.  R.  K.  Douglas  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  v.  sir 
G.  Warrender. 

In  the  Board  of  Control  the  new 
appointments  are  those  of  the  right 
hon.  C.  W.  W.  Wynn,  W.  H.  Fre¬ 
mantle,  sir  G.  Warrender,  and  Dr.  J. 


Phillimore.  The  names  omitted  are 
those  of  lords  Binning  and  Walpole, 
and  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne. 

19.  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
confer  the  honour  of  knighthood  on 
Joseph  Huddart,  esq.  high  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Carnarvon. 

Members  Returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment 

2.  County  of  Antrim— -The  hon.  Rich. 
Seymour  Conway,  commonly  called 
lord  viscount  Beauchamp,  v.  Hugh 
Henry  John  Seymour,  esq.  deceased. 

16.  Higham  Ferrers — The  right  hon. 
H.  C.  Phipps,  commonly  called  visct. 
Normanby,  v.  W.  Plumer,  esq.  dec. 

University  of  Oxford — The  right  hon. 
R.  Peel,  of  Christ  church,  D.C.L. 

Borough  of  Great  Bedwin — The  right 
hon.  sir  J.  Nicholl,  knt. 

Borough  and  Parish  of  Buckingham — 
The  right  hon.  W.  H.  Fremantle. 

19.  St.  Mwwes — J.  Phillimore,  LL.D. 

Droitrvich — J.  H.  H.  Foley,  esq.  v.  T. 
Foley,  esq.  deceased. 

Borough  of  Carnarvon — The  hon.  sir 
C.  Paget,  knt. 

West  Looe — The  right  hon.  H.  Goul- 
burn. 

University  of  Dublin— The  right  hon. 
W.  C.  Plunkett. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  C.  Lloyd,  D.D.  preacher  at  Lin- 
coln’s-inn,  and  student  of  Christ 
Church,  to  be  canon  of  Christ  Church, 
Oxford,  and  Regius  professor  of  Divi¬ 
nity,  in  the  room  of  the  rev.  Dr. 
Hodson,  deceased. 

Rev.  Ashhurst  Turner  Gilbert,  E.P. 
vice-principal  of  Brasenose  college,  to 
be  principal  of  that  society,  in  the  place 
of  the  rev.  Dr.  Hodson,  deceased. 

Very  rev.  the  dean  of  Hereford,  to  a 
prebendal  stall  in  that  cathedral. 

Rev.  Henry  Huntingford,  LL.B. 
fellow  of  Winchester  college,  to  the 
rectory  of  Hampton  Bishop,  near  Here¬ 
ford. 

Rev.  David  Williams,  LL.B.  second 
master  of  Winchester  college,  to  the 
vicarage  of  Wigmore,  Hereford. 

Rev.  Edwarcl  Dewing,  M.A.  of  Jesus 
college,  Cambridge,  to  the  valuable 
rectories  of  East  and  West  Rainham, 
Norfolk. 

Rev.  C.  Collier,  curate  of  Shotley, 
Suffolk,  to  Hambleton  vicarage  and 
Braunston  curacy,  Rutlandshire. 
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Rev.  G.  P.  Buxton,  to  the  valuable 
rectory  of  Mildenhall,  Wilts. 

Rev.  J.  Baker,  M.  A.  spiritual  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  diocese  of  Durham,  to  St. 
Mary  the  Less  rectory,  Durham. 

Rev.  Samuel  Carr,  fellow  of  Queen’s 
college,  Cambridge,  to  be  perpetual 
curate  of  St.  Mary  Quay  parish,  Ips¬ 
wich. 

Rev.  R.  J.  Francis,  to  the  rectory 
of  Carleton  St.  Mary,  Norfolk. 

MARCH 

Gazette  Promotions,  &c. 

23.  This  Gazette  notifies  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  permission  to  lieut.-col.  H.  F. 
Cooke  to  accept  the  insignia  of  the 
Russian  order  of  St.  George,  the 
Prussian  of  military  merit,  and  the 
Swedish  of  the  sword ; — to  lieut.-col.  J. 
Hare,  of  the  27th  Foot,  to  accept  the 
insignia  of  the  Russian  order  of  St. 
Wladimir ; — and  to  gen.  sir  R.  Brown- 
rigg,  permission  to  bear,  to  the  armo¬ 
rial  ensigns  of  Brownrigg,  the  honour¬ 
able  augmentations  following,  viz. — 
“  A  chief,  embattled  thereon  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  sceptre  and  banner  of 
the  king  of  Candy  in  saltier,  ensigned 
with  the  crown  of  that  kingdom 
and  as  a  crest  of  honourable  augment¬ 
ation,  u  A  demi  Candian,  holding  in 
the  dexter  hand  a  sword,  and  in  the 
sinister  the  crown  of  Candy and  in 
lieu  of  the  sinister  supporter  hitherto 
borne  by  him  as  a  knight  grand  cross 
of  the  bath,  “  A  lion  guardant,  sup¬ 
porting  the  banner  of  Candy,  as  in  the 
arms.” 

Members  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Borough  of  Blechingly — The  rt.  hon. 
Francis  Leveson  Gower,  commonly 
called  lord  Francis  Leveson  Gower,  in 
the  room  of  the  hon.  William  Henry 
Cavendish  Bentinck,  commonly  called 
marquis  of  Titchfield,  who  has  accepted 
the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

County  of  Montgomery . — The  rt.  hon 
Charles  Watkin  Williams  Wynn. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

The  rev.  J.  H.  Monk,  to  be  dean  ©f 
Peterborough. 

The  rev.  H.  Plimley,  vicar  of  Shore¬ 
ditch,  and  of  Cuckfield,  to  be  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  diocese  of  Chichester. 

The  rev.  John  Locke  Jeans,  M.  A. 


to  be  domestic  chaplain  to  the  earl  of 
Stradbroke. 

The  rev.  J.  H.  Randolph,  M.  A.  to 
the  rectory  of  Fobbing,  Essex,  void 
by  the  resignation  of  tfie  rev.  G.  Bur- 
rard. 

The  hon.  and  rev.  R.  Bagot,  M.  A. 
to  be  prebendary  of  his  majesty’s  free 
chapel  of  St.  George,  in  the  castle  of 
Windsor,  void  by  the  death  of  Dr.  G. 
Heath. 

The  rev.  C.  R.  Sumner,  M.  A.  to  be 
a  canon  or  prebendary  of  the  Cathedral 
church  of  Worcester,  void  by  the  re¬ 
signation  of  the  hon.  and  rev.  R. 
Bagot. 

The  rev.  M.  Irving,  B.  D.  to  the 
vicarage  of  Sturminster  Marshall, 
Dorset,  void  by  the  death  of  Dr. 
Heath. 

The  rev.  G.  Bethell,  A.  M.  to  the 
vicarage  of  Burnham,  Bucks,  void  by 
the  death  of  Dr.  Roberts. 

The  rev.  J.  Briggs,  to  be  fellow  of 
Eton  college,  in  the  room  of  Dr. 
Roberts,  deceased;  and  the  rev.  J.  F. 
Plumptre,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Heath, 

The  rev.  J.  W.  Whittaker,  M.  A. 
domestic  chaplain  at  Lambeth- palace, 
to  the  vicarage  of  Blackburn,  Lan¬ 
cashire. 

APRIL. 

1.  Major-general  right  hon.  sir  B. 
Bloomfield,  to  be  a  knight  grand  cross 
of  the  order  of  the  bath. 

7.  Sir  T.  F.  Fremantle  permittee! 
to  assume  and  use  the  title  of  a  baron 
of  Austria,  conferred  on  his  father,  the 
late  vice-adm.  sir  T.  F.  Fremantle. 

10.  Earl  of  Morton,  K.  T.  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  high  commissioner  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  assembly  of  the  church  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

12.  War-Office.  6th  Foot  —  Brevet 
col.  M.  Napier,  to  be  lieut.-col. 

93rd  Foot — Major  G.  T.  Brice,  to 
be  major. 

3rd  Royal  Vet.  Baft. — Lieut.-col. 
hon.  H.  B.  Lygon,  to  be  col.  in  the 
army. 

Major  lord  J.  T.  H.  Somerset,  to  be 
lieut.-col.  in  the  army. 

16.  B.  Frere,  esq^.  to  be  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  commissioner  of  arbitration  to  the 
mixed  British  and  Portuguese  com¬ 
mission,  vice  Casamajor,  deceased. 

Captains  sir  Charles  Burrard,  hart. 
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and  William  James  Mingay,  to  the 
rank  of  post  captain. — Lieuts.  Digby 
Marsh,  George  Baker,  George"  R. 
Lambert,  Frederick  W.  Beechy, 
Henry  P.  Hoppner,  Charles  D.  Ac- 
land,  John  Russell  (B^,  Coote  Hely 
Hutchinson,  James  Everard  Home, 
and  hon.  Montague  Stopford,  to  the 
rank  of  commander. 

Major-general  Arthur  Brooke,  to  be 
governor  of  North  Yarmouth,  v.  gen. 
Richardson,  deceased. 

19.  Sir  R.  S.  Donkin,  sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  and  sir  John  Cameron,  invested 
with  the  insignia  of  a  knight  com¬ 
mander  of  the  bath.— Mr.  Serjeant 
Blossett,  Dr.  C.  Ker,  and  W.  Frank¬ 
lin,  esq.  (appointed  a  judge  at  Madras) 
knighted. 

23.  The  marquis  of  Queensbury  in¬ 
vested  with  the  order  of  thistle.- — 
Capt.  sir  J.  Brenton,  bart.  R.  N.  and 
K.C.  B.  knighted. 

24.  Whitehall.  —  Richard  Powlett 
Wrighte  Benyon,  of  Englefield-house, 
co.  Berks,  esq.  has  received  the  royal 
licence  that  he  and  his  issue  may  re¬ 
linquish  the  surnames  of  Powlett  and 
Wrighte,  and  from  grateful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  respect  for  the  memory  of  his 
late  kinsman,  the  rev.  Peter  Beauvoir, 
of  Downham-hall,  co.  Essex,  M.  A. 
deceased,  and  to  commemorate  his 
descent  from  the  family  of  De  Beau¬ 
voir,  henceforth  take  and  use  the  sur¬ 
name  of  De  Beauvoir,  in  addition  to 
and  after  that  of  Benvon ;  that  he 
may  be  called  Richard  Benyon  De 
Beauvoir ;  and  that  he  and  they  may 
bear  the  arms  of  De  Beauvoir  quarterly 
in  the  first  quarter  with  his  and  their 
family  arms. 

26.  War-Office — 74th  Foot— Captain 
D.  Stewart,  to  be  major. 

80th  Foot— Major 'G.  D.  Pitt,  to  be 
lieut.-col. 

Captain  W.  C.  Harpur,  to  be  major. 

Members  returned  to  Parliament. 

Argyleshire.— W.  F.  Campbell,  esq. 

Dartmouth. — Hon.  James  Hamilton 
Stanhope,  vice  Ricketts,  Chiltern 
Hundreds. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  James  H.  Monk,  B.D.  Regius 
professor  of  Greek  at  Cambridge,  dean 
of  Peterborough. 


Rev.  H.  Barnes,  Monmouth  V. 

Rev.  Henry  Brereton,  Haslebury1 
R.  Dorset. 

Rev.  J.  Comins,  Hock  worthy  Y. 
Devon. 

Rev.  Francis  Ellis,  Long  Compton 
Y.  Warwickshire. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Glubb,  St.  Petrox  Perp. 
Cur.  Devon. 

Rev.  G.  Ernest  Howman,  Sunning 
Y.  Berks. 

Rev.  T.  Hooper,  Yatton  Iveynell 
R.  Wilts. 

Rev.  F.  Jefferson,  Ellington  Y. 
Hunts. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Judgson,  St.  Michael’s 
perpetual  curacy,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Henry  Law,  St.  Anne’s  R. 
Manchester. 

Rev.  A.  F.  Lloyd,  Inston  R.  Devon. 

Rev.  Dr.  Morris,  Elstree  R.  Herts. 

Rev.  B.  Noble,  Whalley  Y.  Lan¬ 
cashire. 

Rev.  Hugh  Pearson,  D.D.  St. 
Helen’s  Y.  Abingdon,  and  Radley  and 
Drayton  Chapelries,  Berks. 

Rev.  J.  Powell,  Long  Stanton  V. 
Salop. 

Rev.  T.  Selkirk,  St.  John’s  perp. 
cur.  Bury,  Lancashire. 

Rev.  J.  Lonsdale  (late  fellow  of 
King’s  college,  Camb.)  appointed  do¬ 
mestic  chaplain  to  archbp.  of  Canter¬ 
bury. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Cold  well,  M.A.  of  Ca- 
tharine-hall,  domestic  chaplain  to  the 
right  hon.  the  earl  of  Roden. 

Civil  Preferments. 

Right  hon.  George  Canning  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  general  of  India. 

Sergeant  Blossett,  chief  justice  of 
India. 

Newman  Knowlys,  esq.  unanimous¬ 
ly  elected  recorder  of  the  City  of 
London;  also  steward  of  the  borough 
of  Southwark. 

T.  Denman,  esq.  M.P.  elected  com¬ 
mon  serjeant  of  the  City  of  London. 

Charles  Peers,  esq.  of  Chislehamp- 
ton-lodge,  Oxon,  recorder  of  Henley- 
upon-Thames. 

B.  Welstead,  esq.  to  be  deputy- 
lieutenant  of  Huntingdonshire. 

Rev.  John  Lodge,  librarian  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  vice  Clarke, 
deceased. 

Mr.  Brown,  late  keeper  of  Newgate, 
appointed  warden  of  the  Fleet-Prison. 
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Lincoln* — John  Williams,  esq.  vice 
Sebtharp,  deceased, 

Louth . — Hon.  John  Jpcelyn. 


MAY. 


10.  Whitehall. — Sir  George  Nayler, 
knight,  and  knight  of  the  Royal  Ha¬ 
noverian  Guelphic  Order,  to  be  garter 
principal  king  of  arms ;  and  the  king 
was  graciously  pleased  at  Carlton-pa- 
lace  to  invest  him  with  the  gold  chain 
and  badge  appertaining  to  the  said 
office. 

War -office. — 16th  Light  Dragoons, 
Brevet-col.  Francis  Newbery,  to  be 
lieut.-col.  *  » 

63rd  regt.  of  Foot,  lieut.-col.  Edw. 
Burke,  to  be  lieut.-col. 

2nd  West  India  regt.  lieut.-col. 
Edward  O’Hara,  to  be  lieut.-col. 

17.  Lieut.-col.  hon.  E.  P.  Lygon,  of 
2nd  Life  Guards,  to  be  col."  in  the 
army. 


Gazette  Promotions,  &c. 

May  24.  War -office. — 16th  Light 
Dragoons :  Brevet  lieut.-col.  G.  H. 
Murray  to  be  lieut.-col. 

Captain  W.  Persse  to  be  major. 

44th  Foot— Brevet  lieut.-col.  G. 
Hardinge  to  be  lieut.-col. 

Brevet  lieut.-col.  H.  Nixon  to  be 
major,  vice  Hardinge. 

27.  Whitehall — The  king  has  been 
pleased  to  give  and  grant  unto  the 
right  hon.  John  Minet  Henniker,  of 
Major-house  and  Worling  worth-hall, 
co.  Suffolk,  and  of  Stratford,  co. 
Essex,  Baron  Henniker,  of  Stratford- 
upon  Slaney,  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  called  Ireland,  and 
baronet,  eldest  son  of  major  Henniker, 
esq.  dec.  and  grandson  of  John  first 
baron  Henniker,  by  Anne  his  wife 
eldest  daughter  and  coheir  of  sir  John 
Major,  late  of  Thorn  ham -hall,  co. 
Suffolk,  bart.  also  dec.  his  majesty’s 
royal  licence  and  authority  that,  in 
compliance  with  an  injunction  con¬ 
tained  in  the  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  of  the  said  sir  John  Major,  he 
may  take  anil  use  the  surname  of 
Major,  in  addition  to,  and  after  his 
present  surname  of  Henniker,  and 
bear  the  arms  of  Major,  quarterly,  in 
the  first  quarter,  with  those  of  Hen¬ 
niker,  and  that  the  said  surname  and 
arms  of  Major  mav,  in  like  manner 
Vol.  LX  IV.  ’ 


be  taken  and  borne  by  the  issue  of  the* 
said  John  Minef  Baron  Henniker,, 

when  and  as  they  shall  respectively 
become  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
certain  estates  devised  by  the  said 
will,  such  arms  being  first  duly  exem¬ 
plified  according  to  the  laws  of  arms, 
and  recorded  in  the  Heralds’-office. 
And  also  to  command  that  the  said 
royal  concession  and  declaration  be 
registered  in  his  majesty’s  College  of 
Arms. 

31.  2nd  West  India  regt. — Maj.  W. 
Sutherland  to  be  lieut.-coL  vice  O’Hara, 
who  retires. 

Members  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Minehead.—J .  Douglas,  esq.  vice 
Luttrell. 

Shaftesbury.— Hon.  Bobt.  Grosvenor, 
vice  Moore. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Hon.  and  rev.  Hugh  Percy  (one  of 
the  prebendaries  of  Canterbury),  to  be 
archdeacon  of  that  diocese. 

Rev.  J.  Croft  (rector  of  Saltwood), 
prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

Rev.  Reg.  Heber,  preacher  at  Lin- 
coln’s-inn. 

Rev.  H.  C.  de  Crespigny,  Neatis- 
head  Y.  Norfolk. 

Rev.  Robt.  Collinson,  Holme  Cul- 
tram  V.  Cumberland. 

Rev.  T.  Hill,  Chesterfield  Y.  Der¬ 
byshire. 

Rev.  T.  Jackson,  East  Cowton  Y. 
Yorkshire. 

Rev.  J.  Leggett,  East  Tisted  R. 
Hants. 

Rev.  C.  S.  Luxmore,  Broomyard  V. 
Herefordshire. 

Rev.  John  Page,  B.  D.  Gillingham 
Y.  Kent. 

Rev.  Geo.  Palmer,  Harlton  R.  Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. 

^  Rev.  Howell  W.  Powell,  Heapham 
R.  near  Gainsborough,  Lincolnshire. 

Rev.  N.  Simons,  Ickham  R.  Kent. 

Rev.  Thos.  Skrimshire,  South  Creak 
V.  Norf. 

Rev.  J.  Thomas,  Great  Burstead  V. 
Essex. 

Rev.  W.  Yaux,  M.A.  chaplain  to 
archbp.  of  Canterbury. 

Rev.  W.  Upjohn,  Bvnham  V.  Nor¬ 
folk. 

S 
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Rev.  J.  G.  Whaley,  Witnesham  R. 
Suffolk. 

Rev.  W.  R.  Whitfield,  Lawford  R. 
Essex. 

Civil  Preferments. 

R.  Smith,  esq.  M.A.  of  Buckden, 
commissary  of  the  archdeaconry  of 
Huntingdon,  and  apparitor  general  of 
the  diocese  of  Lincoln. 

J.  L.  Knight,  esq.  recorder  of 
Brecon. 

J.  Hill,  esq.  attorney-general  for 
Chester. 

W.  Payn,  esq.  treasurer  for  Berks. 

JUNE. 

1.  Ralph  Bigland,  esq.  to  be  Cla- 
renceux  king  of  arms. 

E.  Lodge,  esq.  to  be  Norroy  king  of 
arms. 

Geo.  Frederick  Beltz,  esq.  Lancas¬ 
ter  Herald. 

James  Pulman,  esq.  Portcullis  pur¬ 
suivant  of  arms. 

12.  Lieut.-col.  Richard  Church, 
companion  of  the  most  hon.  military 
order  of  the  bath. 

Capt.  John  William  Head  Brydges, 
of  W ootton-court,  Kent ; 

And  George  Farrant,  of  Northsted- 
house,  Kent,  and  of  Upper  Brook- 
street,  esq.  knighted. 

14.  51st  Foot — Sir  T.  Hislop,  bart. 
G.  C.  B.  to  be  col.  vice  Norshead,  dec. 

93rd  Foot — Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  K. 
C.  B.  to  be  colonel,  vice  Hislop,  pro¬ 
moted. 

12.  Mr.  W.  Rose  Robinson,  to  be 
commissary  of  the  commissariat  of 
Glasgow,  vacant  by  the  appointment 
of  Wm.  Erskine,  esq.  to  be  one  of  the 
lords  of  session  in  Scotland. 

Member  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Camelford. — Sheldon  Cradoclc,  of 
Hartforth,  York,  esq.  vice  earl  of 
Yarmouth,  now  marquis  of  Hertford. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Lord  John  George  De-la-Poer  Be- 
resford,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  to  be 
archbishop  of  Armagh  and  primate  of 
all  Ireland. 

Rev.  Dr.  Magee,  bishop  of  Raphoe, 
to  be  archbishop  of  Dublin. 


Very  rev.  archdeacon  Bissett,  to  be 
bishop  of  Raphoe. 

Rev.  R.  Lawrence,  D.  C.  L.  Regius 
professor  of  Hebrew  at  Oxford,  to  be 
archbishop  of  Cashel. 

Rev.  A.  Nicol.  M.A.  of  Balliol 
college,  to  be  canon  of  Christ  Church, 
and  professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oxford. 

Rev.  G.  Gaskin,  D.  D.  to  a  prebend 
in  Ely  Cathedral. 

Rev.  S.  Briscall,  St.  Mary,  South 
Kelsey,  with  St.  Nicholas,  South 
Kelsey,  annexed,  R.  R.  co.  Lincoln. 

Rev.  C.  Campbell,  Beechamwell  R. 
with  the  R.  of  Shingham  annexed,  also 
Weasenham  all  Saints  V.  and  Wea- 
senham  St.  Peter’s  V.  Norfolk. 

Rev.  T.  Chevallier,  lecturer  of 
Great  St.  Andrew’s,  Oxford. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Colson,  jun.  Peatling  R. 
Leicestershire. 

Rev.  Rich.  Corfield,  Upton  Parva 
R.  Salop. 

Rev.  Mr.  Crossman,  elected  incum¬ 
bent  of  Church  Church,  in  the  Forest 
of  Dean. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Deane,  Hintlesham  R. 
Suffolk. 

Rev.  J.  N.  France,  Stayley-bridge 
perpetual  incumbency,  Lancashire. 

Rev.  G.  R.  Gleig,  Ivy  Church  R. 
Kent. 

Rev.  G.  Dixwell  Grimes,  Emil  don, 
V.  Northumberland. 

Rev.  J.  Hall,  Great  Bedwin  V, 
Bucks. 

Rev.  G.  Heming,  Thundersley  R. 
Essex. 

Rev.  H.  Lowtlier,  Bolton  R.  Cum¬ 
berland. 

Rev.  T.  Silver,  D.  C.  L.  Great 
Staughton  V.  Hunts. 

Rev.  W.  S.  Whitelock  Gedney  V. 
Lincolnshire. 

Rev.  T.  Hale,  domestic  chaplain  to 
the  marquis  of  Salisbury. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Paul,  to  be  domestic 
chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Falmouth. 

Rev.  G.  D.  Grimes,  Emildon  V. 
N  orthumberland. 

Rev.  Arthur  Loftus,  Helhoughton 
with  Rainham  St.  Martin  R.  Norfolk. 

Rev.  T.  Lovell,  St.  Sepulchre  Y. 
Northampton. 

Rev.  George  Sherer,  Marshfield  Y. 
Gloucestershire. 

Rev.  Thos.  Silvester,  to  be  one  of 
the  duke  of  Buckingham’s  domestic 
chaplains. 
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Cirri.  Preferments* 

9\.  Aldermen  Lucas  and  Thomp- 
s-on  elected  sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlesex* 

JULY, 

Gazette  Promotions,  &c. 

5.  Karl  of  Warwick  sworn  in  as  lord 
lieutenant  and  custos  rotulorum  for 
Warwickshire. 

Kdward  Best,  esq.  (who  has 
been  appointed  recorder  of  Bombay) 
knighted. 

Wat-Office.—lst  regt.  of  LifeGuards ; 
Capt.  G.  lord  Bingham  to  be  capt. 

1 3  th  Light  Dragoons — Capt.  J. 
Thornton  to  be  capt. 

1st  Foot — Capt.  M.  Ford  to  be 
capt. 

7th  Foot — Brevet  Major  W.  B. 
Hulme  to  be  capt. 

1 9.  2nd  regt.  of  Life  Guards ;  Major 
R.  McNeil  to  be  major,  vice  sir  C.  W. 
Dance,  who  exchanges. 

15th  regt.  Light  Dragoons  :  Capt. 
F.  C.  Phillips  to  be  major,  vice  White  - 
ford. 

84th  Foot— lieut.-col.  sir  C.  W. 
Dance  to  be  major,  vice  MtNeil. 

Brevet — Capt.  J.  Thornton,  13th 
Light  Dragoons,  to  be  major  in  the 
army. 

2G.  63rd  Foot — Capt.  R.  M.  Leake 
to  be  major,  vice  Mackleroth,  who  re¬ 
tires. 

Lieut.  S.  Douglas  to  be  capt.  vice 
Leake. 

Naval  Appointments.  —  Commodore 
C.  Grant,  C.  B.  to  the  command  of  the 
East  India  Seas,  in  the  room  of  rear- 
admiral  the  lion,  sir  H.  Blackwood, 
coming  to  England. 

Commodore  J.  Nourse,  C.B.  to  the 
naval  command  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Naval  Promotions.  —  Captains  —  A . 
Mitchell,  N.  Duff',  C.  C.  Parker,  and 
j.  E.  Walcot — to  the  rank  of  post 
captain. 

Lieutenants — G.  F.  Hotham,  J.  J. 
Onslow,  C.  H.  Freemantle,  C.  Crole, 
C.  P.  Yorke,  C.  Knight,  and  J.  E. 
Golpoys — to  the  rank  ot  commander. 

Member  returned  to  Part.ta- 

MENT. 

King's  Lynn. — Hon.  John  Walpole, 
vice  lord  Walpole,  now  earl  of  Ortord. 


Ecclesiastical  Preferments, 

Hon.  and  rev.  Mr.  Blackwood  to  be 
archdeacon  of  Itoss. 

Rev.  S.  Bennett,  Walton-on-the- 
hill  R.  Surrey. 

Rev.  J.  Breeks,  Carisbrooke  V.  Isle 
of  Wight,  with  the  chapels  of  Newport 
and  North  wood  annexed. 

Rev.  Edw.  Robt.  Butcher,  chapel 
royal  perpetual  incumbency,  Brighton. 

Rev.  T.  Calvert,  B.  D.  (Norrisiaii 
professor)  Holme  R.  with.  Holme  in 
Spalding  Moor  V’.  annexed,  Lincoln¬ 
shire. 

Rev.  George  Ludford  Harvey  (chap¬ 
lain  to  duke  of  York)  Dise worth  V. 
Leicestershire. 

Rev.  John  Lonsdale  (chaplain-- to 
archbp.  of  Canterbury)  Mersham  R. 
Kent. 

Rev,  C.  N.  L’Oste,  M.  A.  Claxby 
Pluckacre  R.  Lincolnshire. 

Rev.  D.  Middleton,  Crux  Easton  R. 
Hants. 

Rev.  If.  Pepys,  B.  D.  Moreton  R. 
Essex. 

R  ev.  W  m.  Pritchard,  Great  Yeldham 
R.  Essex. 

Rev.  W.  Tindall  (head-master  of 
Wolverhampton  free  grammar-school). 
Holme  perp.  cur.  co.  Lane,  vice 
Whitaker. 

Rev.  Charles  Saunders  Skelton  Du¬ 
puis,  domestic  chaplain  to  marquis  of 
Hertford. 

Rev.  Samuel  Kent,  of  Southamp¬ 
ton,  elected  chaplain  of  Royal  Yacht 
Club. 


Civil  Preferments. 

The  earl  of  Clancarty,  G.C.  B.  ap¬ 
pointed  vice-admiral,  commissary,  and 
deputy  in  the  office  of  vice-admiralty, 
for  the  province  of  Connaught,  Ire¬ 
land. 

Sir  David  Hunter  Blair,  bart.  ap¬ 
pointed  vice-lieutenant,  of  the  county 
of  Ayr,  vice  sir  A.  Boswell,  bart.  dec. 

Rev.  Philip  Bliss,  D.  C.  L.  and  fel¬ 
low  of  St.  John’s,  Oxford,  elected  one 
of  the  under  librarians  of  the  Bodleian 
library,  vice  Nicol,  now  Regius  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Hebrew,  and  canon  of  Christ 
Church. 

Mr.  W.  Fletcher  elected  master  of 
Woodbridge  Grammar-school. 

S  2 
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AUGUST 

2.  War-  Office.— 1st  regt.  of  Foot— 
Capt.  J.  F.  Gell,  to  be  capt.  vice  Wil¬ 
son. 

2nd  regt.  Foot — Major-gen.  sir  H. 
Torrens,  K.  C.  B.  to  be  colonel,  vice 
general  Coates,  dec. 

48th  regt.  Foot, — Brevet-major  J. 
Taylor  to  be  major,  vice  Druitt,  who 
retires. 

2nd  West  India  regt,:  Major-gen. 
sir  J.  Byng,  K.  C.  B.  to  be  col.  vice  sir 
T£i»  Torrens. 

Staff — Col.  G.  G.  C.  L’Estrange, 
of  the  31st  Foot,  to  be  dep.-adj.-gen. 
at  the  Mauritius,  vice  col.  Lindsay, 
who  resigns. 

3.  Whitehall.  —  Admiral  viscount 
Keith,  G.  C.  B.  permitted  to  accept 
and  wear  the  insignia  of  a  knight  grand 
cross  of  the  royal  Sardinian  military 
order  of  Saint  Maurice  and  Lazare, 
which  the  king  of  Sardinia  has  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  said  admiral,  for  ser¬ 
vices  rendered  at  the  bombardment  of 
Genoa  in  1809. 

5.  Lord  Chamberlain's  Office. — Hon. 
Wm.  Pole  Tilney  Long  Wellesley, 
appointed  gentleman  usher  daily  waiter 
to  his  majesty. 

6.  Carlton-house.  —  The  king  hath 
been  pleased  to  grant  unto  the  king  of 
Denmark,  knight  of  the  most  noble 
order  of  the  garter,  and  duly  invested 
with  the  ensigns  thereof,  full  power 
and  authority  to  exercise  all  rights 
and  privileges  belonging  to  the  said 
order,  as  if  his  said  majesty  had  been 
installed. 

8.  John  Lloyd,  gent,  to  be  clerk 
prothonotary  and  clerk  of  the  Crown 
within  the  counties  of  Chester  and 
Flint,  vice  Samuel  Humphreys,  dec. 

9.  Whitehall. — John  Kidd,  M.D.  to 
be  professor  of  physick  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oxford,  vice  Pegge,  dec. 

War -office.  —  Coldstream  Guards 
Brevet  lieut.-col.  J.  Freemantle  to  be 
capt.  and  lieut.-col.  vice  Sutton,  who 
retires. 

6th  regt.  of  Foot — Lieut.  J.  T. 
Griffiths,  to  be  adj.  vice  Downie,  who 
resigns  the  adjutancy  only. 

7th  regt.  of  Foot — Brevet  lieut-coL 
T.  G.  Fitzgerald  to  be  major,  vice 
Auchmuty,  who  exchanges. 

84th  regt.  of  Foot— Brevet  lieut.- 
col.  C.  Poitier  to  be  maj.  vice  sir  C.W. 
Dance, 


noNs. 

10.  Major-gen.  right  hon.  sir  Ben» 
jamin  Bloomfield,  bart.  and  G.C.  B.  to 
be  governor  of  Fort  Charles,  in  Port 
Royal,  Jamaica. 

1 7.  At  the  court  at  Holyrood-house, 
present  the  king’s  most  excellent  ma- 

ein  council.  This  day  the  right 
Chas.  Hope,  lord  president  of  the 
court  of  session,  was,  by  his  majesty’s 
command,  sworn  of  his  majesty’s  most 
honourable  privy  council,  and  took  his 
place  at  the  board  accordingly. 

19.  Whitehall. — Right  hon.  William 
Arbuthnot,  lord  provost  of  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  created  a  baronet  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

22.  Holyrood-house.  ■ —  Sir  Thomas 
Pate  Hankin,  lieut.-col.  of  the  Royal. 
Scots  Greys,  knighted. 

27.  Whitehall. — Michael  Benignus 
Clare,  of  Spanish  town,  in  the  Island 
of  Jamaica,  M.D.  to  be  a  knight  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

29.  Edinburgh. — Adam  Ferguson, 
esq.  deputy  keeper  of  the  Regalia  of 
Scotland ;  and  Henry  Raeburn,  of 
Stockbridge,  esq.  (the  eminent  painter) 
knighted. 

3 1 .  Downing-street.  —  Lieut,  -general 
hon.  sir  George  Lowry  Cole,  G.  C.  B. 
to  be  governor  of  the  Island  of  Mau¬ 
ritius. 


Members  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Stockbridge.— Hon.  E.  G.  S.  Stanley, 
vice  Barham,  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Wigton. — Sir  W.  Maxwell,  vice 
Blair,  dec. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Monck,  to  the  deanery 
of  Peterborough,  and  Fiskerton  R.  co. 
Lincoln. 

Rev.  Bulkeley  Bandinel  (librarian 
of  the  Bodleian)  Haughton-le-Skerne 
R.  Durham. 

Rev.  Wm.  Riland  Bedford,  Sutton 
Coldfield  R.  Warwickshire. 

Rev.  J.  Cubitt,  Overstrand  R.  Nor¬ 
folk. 

Rev.  Hen.  Gordon,  Bilsthorp  R 
Notts. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Hill,  Trentishoe  R. 
Devon. 

Rev.  Albert  Jones,  vicar  choral  of 
Hereford  Cathedral, 
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Rev.  John  Miller,  Benefield  R. 
Northamptonshire. 

Rev.  S.  L.  Noble,  Frowlesworth  R. 
co.  Leic. 

Rev.  S.  W.  Perkins,  Stockton,  R.  co. 
Warwick. 

Rev.  Bowen  Thickins,  Temple 
Grafton  perp.  cur.  Warwickshire. 

Rev.  G.  Tucker,  Musbury  R. 
Devon. 

Rev.  F-  De  Veil  Williams,  Abdon 
R.  Salop. 

Rev.  J.  Neville  White,  Great  Plum- 
stead  perp.  cur.  Norfolk. 

Rev.  J.  Young,  Heathfield  V. 
Sussex. 

Rev.  T.  C.  Brown,  chaplain  to  duke 
of  Manchester. 

Rev.  Christ.  Jeaffreson  (rector  of 
Iken)  chaplain  to  the  marquis  of  Hert¬ 
ford. 

Rev.  G.  P.  Boileau  Pollen,  chaplain 
to  lord  North  wick. 

Civil  Preferments. 

Mr.  Faston,  clerk  of  the  rules  of 
the  King’s-bench,  vice  Brookhooft,  dec. 

SEPTEMBER. 

6.  War-Office. — 1st  regt.  of  Fife 
Guards,  Brevet-major  R.  M.  Oakes, 
to  be  major  vice  Camac,  retired. 

38th  regt.  of  Life  Guards,  Major 
W.  Frith,  to  be  major,  vice  sir  C. 
Cuyler,  bart.  appointed  to  the  69th 
Foot. 

43rd  ditto,  Major  W.  Haverfield,  to 
be  lieut.-col.  vice  Patrickson,  who  re¬ 
tires. 

Capt.  H.  Booth  to  be  major,  vice 
Haverfield. 

55th  ditto,  Major  S.  Brock  to  be 
major,  vice  Rolt,  appointed  to  the  72nd 
Foot. 

69th  ditto,  Major  sir  C.  Cuyler,  bart. 
to  be  major,  vice  Barrow,  who  retires. 

72nd  ditto,  Brevet  lieut.-col.  J. 
Rolt,  to  be  major,  vice  Frith,  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  38th  Foot. 

78th  ditto,  Maj.-gen.  sir  E.  Barnes, 
K.C.B.  to  be  col.  vice  lieut.-gen.  sir  S. 
Auchmuty,  G.  C.  B.  dec. 

Rifle  Brigade,  Maj.-gen.  sir  A.  F. 
Barnard,  K.C.B.  tobecol.-commandanl 
of  a  batt.  vice  major- gen.  sir  E.  Barnes, 
K.C.B. 

Paymaster  E.  Edmonds,  to  be  pay¬ 
master  of  a  Vet.  batt. 

Royal  African  Colonial  Corps,  Brig,- 


gen.  sir  C.  McCarthy,  to  be  col.  com¬ 
mandant. 

Capt.  J.  Chisholm,  to  be  a  major. 

9.  Foreign-office — -Sir  Benj.  llloom- 
field,  knt.  G.C-B.  to  be  his  majesty’s 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Stock¬ 
holm. 

13.  War-office. — 17th  regt.  Light 
Dragoons.— Maj.-gen.  lord  R,  H.  E 
Somerset,  K.C.B.  to  be  colonel,  vice 
Delancey,  dec. 

52nd  ditto,  Lieut.-gen.  sir  G.  Town¬ 
send  Walker,  G.C.B.  from  the  84th 
Foot,  to  be  colonel,  vice  Oakes,  dec. 

84th  ditto,  Maj.  -gen.  sir  D.  Pack,  K. 
C.  B.  to  be  colonel. 

14.  Whitehall. — To  be  knights  grand 
crosses  of  the  most  hon.  military  order 
of  the  bath. 

Vice-adm.  sirThos.  Boulden  Thomp¬ 
son,  bart.  vice  Colpoys,  dec. 

Vice-adm.  sir  Harry  Neale,  bart. 
vice  Young,  dec. 

Thos.  Lightfoot,  esq.  to  be  account¬ 
ant  and  comptroller  general  of  stamp 
duties. 

16.  Carlton-house — -Parliament  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tuesday,  Nov.  26. 

Right  hon.  George  Canning  was 
this  day,  by  his  majesty’s  command, 
sworn  one  of  his  majesty’s  principal 
secretaries  of  state. 

Thos.  Asheton  Smith,  esq.  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  county  of  Carnarvon, 
took  the  oaths  appointed  to  be  taken 
thereupon,  instead  of  the  oaths  of  al¬ 
legiance  and  supremacy. 

27.  War-Office. — Staff :  Brevet  ma¬ 
jor  hon.  C.  Gore  to  be  deputy  quarter¬ 
master-general  to  the  forces  serving  in 
Jamaica  (with  the  rank  of  lieut.-col.) 


Member  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Clithero.— Henry  Porcher,  esq.  vice 
Cust,  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  Lord  William  Somerset,  to  a 
prebendal  stall  in  Bristol  Cathedral. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bullock,  St.  Paul  V.  Bris¬ 
tol. 

Rev.  Matthew  Chester,  St.  Helen’s 
P.  C.  Auckland,  Durham. 

Rev.  John  Cumins,  Rackenford  R. 
Devon. 
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Rev.  John  Glanville,  St.  Germain’s 
P.  C.  and  Jacobstow  R.  Cornwall. 

Rev.  John  Nolan,  Torpoint  P.  C. 
Cornwall. 

Rev.  A.  C.  Player,  Headcorn  V. 
Kent. 

Rev.  G.  Prideaux,  Bayton,  P.  C« 
Cornwall. 

Rev.  S.  Redhead,  Calverly  Y.  York¬ 
shire. 

Rev.  Sam.  Savory,  Houghton  juxta 
Harpley  V.  Norfolk. 

Rev.  PI.  Tattam,  St.  Cuthbert  R. 
Beds,  and  chaplain  to  the  English 
church  at  the  Hague. 

Rev.  W.  Thursby,  All  Saints,  V. 
Northampton ;  and  Hardingstone,  V. 
in  same  county. 

Rev.  R.  Vavasour,  Stowe  St.  Ed¬ 
wards  R.  co.  Gloucester. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Whinfield,  Tyringham 
cum  Filgrave  R.  Bucks,  with  the  R. 
of  Battlesden  cum  Potsgrove  Beds. 

Rev.  John  Watson,  D.D.  Iting- 
stead  V.  cum  Denford,  Northampton¬ 
shire. 

Rev.  Thomas  Bitland,  B.A.  chap¬ 
lain  to  right  hon.  lord  St.  Helen’s. 

Rev.  W.  Thursby,  M. A.  domestic 
chaplain  to  duke  of  Cambridge. 

Civil  Preferment. 

Rev  J.  Mills  to  be  head  master  of 
the  Academy  of  Music. 


OCTOBER. 

5.  Henry  Unwin  Addington,  esq.  to 
be  secretary  of  legation  to  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Naval  Promotions.  — ■  Captains  G. 
French,  lord  PI.  F.  Thynne,  hon.  F. 
Spencer,  A.  M‘Lean,  and  J.Thede,  to 
be  post-captains. 

Lieutenants.— R.  G.  Dunlop,  G.  W. 
St.  J.  Mildway,  T.  Porter,  G.  Russell, 
I.  Bourchier,  J.  Lowry,  D.  Wood- 
riff,  and  E.  L.  Rich,  to  be  commanders. 

Member  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Oxford. — Charles  Ross,  esq.  vice 
marquis  of  Londonderry,  dec. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferment^. 

Rev.  Wm.  Coekburn,  M.A.  to  be 
dean  of  York. 


Hon.  and  rev.  George  Pellew,  to  a 
canonry  or  prebend  in  Canterbury  ca¬ 
thedral. 

The  Rev.  J.  PI.  Pott  (archdeacon 
of  London),  the  prebend  of  Mora  in 
the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul. 

Rev.  G.  Pearson  to  a  minor  canonry 
in  Chester  cathedral. 

Rev.  S.  Archer,  Lewandniek,  V.  Corn¬ 
wall. 

Rev.  T.  B.  Atkinson,  Holy  Trinity 
chapel,  Richmond,  Yorkshire. 

Rev.  Mr.  Benson,  Ledsharn,  V. 
Y  orkshire. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Colson,  St.  XJeter’s,  R. 
Dorchester. 

Rev.  R.  Dickinson  (rector  of  Head- 
lev,  Hants)  Milton,  in  the  New  Forest, 
l\  C. 

Rev.  Rich.  Exton,  Athelington,  R* 
Suffolk. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Graham,  Holy  Trinity, 
Y.  Micklegate,  co.  York. 

Rev.  R.  Green,  Whorlton,  P.  C- 
Durham. 

Rev.  H.  Hubbard,  Hinton,  Ampner 
R.  Hants. 

Rev.  W.  Martin,  Gwenapp,  V, 
Cornwall. 

Rev.  John  Moore,  Otterton,  V. 
Devon. 

Rev.  A.  C.  fayler,  Headcorn,  V. 
Kent. 

Rev.  T.  L.  Strong,  B.D.  (chaplain 
to  bp.  of  Landaff)  St.  Michael,  Queen- 
liithe,  R.  London. 

Rev.  Wm.  Vaux,  (chaplain  to  arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury)  Patching  with 
Tarring  R.  Sussex. 

Rev.  Wm.  Whitelock,  Sulhamstead 
Abbots  and  Sulhamstead  Banister 
R.  R.  Berks. 

The  rev.  J.  Horseley  Dakins,  S.C.I*. 
of  P’rinity-college,  Cambridge,  to  be 
domestic  chaplain  to  bis  royal  highness 
the  duke  of  York. 


Dispensation. 

Rev.  W.  Pritchard  to  hold  thp  V.  of 
Great  Wakering,  with  the  R.  of  Great 
Yaldham,  Essex. 


Civil  Peefehments. 

Right  hon.  lord  Amherst  to  be  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  India. 

Rev.  P,  N.  Shuttle  worth,,  M,  A  elect- 
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ed  warden  of  New -college,  vice  Dr. 
Gauntlet,  dec. 

John  Allen,  M.A.  of  Christ  church, 
master  of  the  free  grammar  school, 
Ilminster,  Somerset. 

Rev.  T.  Holme,  head  master  of  the 
free  grammar-shool  of  Kirby  Ravens- 
worth,  co.  York. 

Rev.  tf.  Ayling,  M.A.  head  master 
of  Guilford  grammar  school. 

Thomas  May,  of  palace-school,  En¬ 
field,  Middlesex,  to  be  LL.D. 


NOVEMBER. 

Gazette  Promotions,  &c. 

15.  Andrew  Bain,  of  Pleffleton,  esq. 
to  be  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dorset, 
vice  sir  E.  Nepean,  bart.  dec. 

Right  hon.  William  Downes  created 
a  baron  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in 
token  of  his  majesty’s  approbation  of 
his  services  as  chief  judge  in  Ireland 
for  a  number  of  years. 

22.  W ar -office.  —  4th  reg.  of  dragoon- 
guards:  major  A.  F.  D’Este,  to  be 
major  vice  Ogilvie,  who  exchanges. 

11th  ditto. — Brevet  lieut.-col.  W. 
Ogilvie,  to  be  major  vice  d’Este,  who 
exchanges. 

64th  ditto. — Brevet  major  A.  H. 
Dickson  to  be  major,  vice  Bailey,  who 
retires. 

3rd  Royal  vet.  bat. — Colonel  sir  G. 
H.  B.  Way,  to  be  colonel. 

Lieut.-colonel  A.  Coghlan,  to  be 
lieut.  colonel,  vice  Hooper,  deceased. 

Brevet  capt.  E.  R.  Storey,  to  be 
major  in  the  army. 

26.  Whitehall. — Rev.  John  Wallace 
to  the  church  and  parish  of  Abbay 
Saint  Bathans,  in  the  presbytery  of 
Dunse,  co.  Berwick,  vice  rev.  Alex. 
Anderson,  deceased. 

George  Ballinghall,  M.D.  to  be  pro¬ 
fessor  of  military  surgery  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  William  Knight  to  be  one  of 
the  regents  or  professors  of  Philoso¬ 
phy  in  the  marischal  college,  Aber¬ 
deen. 

Charles  Skene,  M.D.  to  be  professor 
of  medicine  in  the  marischal  college, 
Aberdeen. 

29.  War -office. — 4th  regt.  of  light 
dragoons ;  lieut.-colonel  N.  Wilson, to 
be  lieut.-colonel. 


10th  ditto— Capt.  V,  J.  Graeme,  to 
be  major. 

20th  ditto— Lieut.-col.  T.  Bunbury, 
to  be  lieut.-colonel. 

84th  ditto — Colonel  J.  Maitland,  to 
be  lieut.-colonel. 

Brevet,  to  be  majors  in  the  army. 

Captain  sir  J.  W.  H.  Brydges,  R. 
Haddock,  R.  C.  Mansel,  and  A.  J. 
Cloete. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  R.  Tredcroft  (rector  of  Combes) 
to  the  prebend  of  Hampstead  in  Win¬ 
chester  cathedral. 

Rev.  G.  Wells  (rector  of  Weston), 
to  a  prebend  in  Chichester  cathedral. 

Rev.  W.  Oldfield  Bartlett,  Worth 
Maltravers  V.  Dorset. 

Rev.  B.  Cheese,  B.D.  Tendring  R. 
Essex. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Coulcher,  Bawsey  R. 
Norfolk. 

Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  (vicar  of  Leominster) 
Sudbury  R.  Suffolk. 

Rev.  William  Flower,  M.A.  Malton 
curacy. 

Rev,  G.  H.  L.  Gretton,  M.A.  Allens- 
moor  and  Clehanger  V.V.  Hereford¬ 
shire,  vice  Pearce,  res. 

Rev.  Henry  Riddel  Moody,  M.A, 
Chatham  R.  Kent. 

Rev.  Joseph  P.  Prust,  Langtree,  R. 
Devon. 

Rev.  E.  Southcomb,  Rose  Ash  R. 
Devon. 

Rev.  Robert  Simpson,  Warslowand 
Elkston  perp.  curacies,  co.  Stafford. 

Rev.  William  Wells,  Harting  R. 

Sussex. 

Rev.  T.  Wright,  Kil  vers  ton  R. 
N  orfolk. 

Rev.  Phillip  Perring,  M.A.  domestic 
chaplain  to  the  duke  of  Cambridge. 

Civil  Preferments. 

Rev.  H.  Godfrey,  D.D.  president  of 
Queen’s-college,  elected  vice  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Cambridge  for  the  year  en¬ 
suing. 

Rev.  Charles  John  Ridley,  M.A. 
fellow  of  University  college,  Oxford, 
elected  A  nglo-  Saxon  professor,  founded 
by  Dr.  Richard  Rawlinson,  in  the 
room  of  rev.  Dr.  Silver,  whose  term  of 
holding  the  professorship  is  expired. 

Charles  Giles  Bridle  Daubeny,  M.D. 
fellow  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford, 
elected  professor  of  chemistry  on  the 
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foundation  of  Dr.  George  Aldrich, 
vice  Dr,  Kidd,  resigned,  on  being 
made  Regius  professor  of  medicine. 

Mr.  T.  Short,  elected  under  library- 
keeper  of  the  university  of  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

DECEMBER. 

3.  Whitehall. — To  be  knights  com¬ 
manders  of  the  most  honourable  mili¬ 
tary  order  of  the  Bath. — major  gene¬ 
rals,  sir  William  Kerr  Grant ;  James 
Campbell,  late  94th  reg.  foot ;  Lionel 
Smith,  65th  reg.  foot ;  Theophilus 
Prittzler,  13th  regt.  light  dragoons. 

4.  Hon.  F.  R.  Forbes,  appointed 
secretary  of  legation,  at  Denmark. 

6.  88th  regt.  of  foot ;  brevet-major 
R.  N.  Nickle,  to  be  major. 

16.  Sir  Michael  Shaw  Stewart,  of 
Blaekhall,  bart.  to  be  lieutenant  and 
sheriff  principal  of  the  shire  of  Ren¬ 
frew,  vice  lord  Blantyre,  resigned, 

John  Cay,  esq.  advocate,  to  be  she¬ 
riff  depute  of  the  shire  of  Linlithgow, 
vice  Joshua  Henry  Mackenzie,  esq. 
appointed  a  lord  of  session  in  Scotland. 

20.  War-office.—  1st  West  India  reg. : 
major  J.  Cassidy  to  be  lieut.  col. 

Brevet-lieut.-col.  G.  Fitzclarence  to 
be  major,  vice  Cassidy. 

Cape  corps  (infantry) ;  lieut.  Sir  T. 
Ormsby,  bart.  vice  Carpenter,  who 
retires. 

Brevet  -  lieut.  -  colonel  A.  Walker, 
governor  of  St.  Helena,  to  have  the 
rank  of  brigadier-  general  in  that  island 
only. 

23.  War-office.  —  13th  regt.  foot, 
colonel  sir  Samuel  Ford  Whittingham, 
from  half-pay,  to  be  lieutenant-col. 

27.  1st  West  India  regt.  major  J. 
Carmichael,  from  the  1st  drag,  guards, 
to  be  major,  vice  Fitzclarence,  who  ex¬ 
changes. 

7tn  ditto— lieutenant  general  sir  R. 
Bolton,  to  be  colonel,  vice  gen.  Wilford, 
dec. 

17th  ditto — Brevet  major  H.  Des- 
pard,  to  be  major,  vice  Beck,  who 
retires. 

Members  returned  to  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

University  of  Cambridge. — William 
J.  Bankes,  esq.  vice  Smyth,  dec. 

Derbyshire.  —  Francis  Mundy,  esq. 
vice  Mundy,  dec. 

Shropshire.  ■— J .  C.  Pelham,  esq.  vice 
Powell,  dec. 


Sligo  County.  — ■  Hon.  col.  Henry 
King,  vice  O’Hara  dec. 

Ecclesiastical  Preferments. 

Rev.  T.  St.  Lawrence  (son  to  bishop 
of  Cork),  Ross  archdeaconry. 

The  hon.  and  rev. - Howard,  son 

of  the  earl  of  Carlisle,  succentor  cano- 
nicorum  and  prebendary  of  Holme,  in 
York  cathedral. 

Rev.  G.  Turnor  (vicar  of  Wragby), 
to  a  prebendal  stall  in  Lincoln  cathe¬ 
dral. 

Rev.  R.  G.  Andrews,  M.A.  (master 
of  Grantham  school),  Hough-on-the- 
Hill  V.  Lincolnshire,  vice  hon.  and 
rev.  R.  Cust,  resigned. 

Rev.  T.  Atkinson,  St.  Edmund  the 
Martyr,  R.  Exeter. 

Rev.  D.  Creswell,  D.D.  Enfield,  Y. 
Middlesex. 

Rev.  R.  Davies,  Dixton  V.  Mon¬ 
mouthshire. 

Rev.  T.  Davies,  jun.  Landough, 
Cogan  and  Leckwith,  consolidated 
livings,  near  Cardiff*. 

Rev.  R.  Eastcott,  Ringmore,  R. 
Devon. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Greenhall,  Orford,  perp. 
curacy,  Kent. 

Rev.  H.  Palmer,  Broadway  perp. 
and  end.  curacy,  Somerset. 

Rev.  H.  R.  Pechell,  M.A.  fellow  of 
All  Souls  college  Bix  R.  co.  Oxon. 

Rev.  R.  R.  Smith,  Adderbury,  V. 
Oxon. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Yeomans,  Bucknell,  R. 
Oxon. 

Rev.  G.  M.  Musgrave,  appointed 
domestic  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Bes- 
borough. 

Dr.  Robert  Tottenham  (commonly 
called  lord  Robert  Tottenham), bishop 
of  Leighlin  and  Ferns,  translated  to 
the  bislioprick  of  Clogher. 

Dr.  Thomas  Elrington,  bishop  of 
Limerick,  Ardfert,  and  Aghadoe,  trans¬ 
lated  to  Leighlin  and  Ferns. 

Dr.  John  Jebb  (archdeacon  of  Emly) 
to  be  bishop  of  Limerick,  Ardfert,  and 
Aghadoe. 

Dr.  Richard  Hood,  Aghaboy  bene¬ 
fice,  co.  Monaghan. 

Rev.  G.  Bownes,  Rokebv  R.  co. 
York. 

Rev.  W.  Barrow,  LL.D.  North 
Wingfield  R.  co.  Derby. 

>  Rev.  J.  M.  Colly  ns,  St.  John’s  Exeter 
R.  Devon. 
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Rev.  T.  Heathcote,  Leeke,  11.  Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

Rev.  C.  Hodgson,  Berwick  St.  Leo¬ 
nard  R.  with  the  chapel  of  Sedgehill, 
annexed,  Wilts. 

Rev.  Hender  Molseworth,  St.  Ewny 
R.  Redruth,  Cornwall. 

Rev.  John  Sinclair,  Hutton  Bushel 
V.  co.  York. 

Rev.  W.  Thursby,  M.A.  All  Saints 
V.  Northampton. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Wrey,  Okehampton  Y. 
Devon. 

Civil  Preferments. 

John,  Hope,  esq.  to  be  solicitor- 
eneralfor  Scotland,  vice  Wedderburne, 
eceased. 

Andrew  Murray,  esq.  sheriff  depute 
of  Aberdeenshire. 

William  Thomas  Phillips,  M.A. 
appointed  keeper  of  the  Ashmolean 
Museum,  vice  Thomas  Dunbar,  M.A. 
resigned. 

Rev.  A.  Nicoll,  B.  C.  L.  regius  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Hebrew  at  Oxford,  to  be 

D.C.L. 

Rev.  T.  S.  Hughes,  B.D.  fellow  of 
Emmanuel  college,  elected  Christian 
advocate  of  Cambridge,  vice  rev.  J. 
Lunsdale. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Franks,  M.A.  of  Trinity 
college,  elected  Hulsean  lecturer  for  the 
year  ensuing, vice  rev.  C.  Benson,  M.A. 

Rev.  T.  Wise,  Blandford,  to  be 
master  of  Milton  Abbas  school,  vice 
rev.  J.  Warton,  deceased. 


DEATHS. 

JANUARY. 

1.  In  Warwick  square,  after  a  long 
illness,  Mr.  Charles  James  Letterman, 
of  the  firm  of  Scatcherd  and  Letter- 
man,  aged  56. 

l2.  In  Parliament-street,  Westmin¬ 
ster,  in  his  61st  year,  John  Mills,  esq. 
He  died  very  suddenly  while  sitting 
at  breakfast,  and  was  discovered  a 
corpse  by  his  servant  who  entered  the 
apartment  with  a  newspaper.  The 
medical  men  who  were  called  in,  were 
of  opinion,  that  his  death  was  occa¬ 
sioned  by  an  enlargement  of  the  heart. 

The  rev.  Phillip  Douglas,  D.D. 
master  of  Corpus  Christi  college,  Cam¬ 


bridge,  and  vicar  of  Gedney,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  aged  63. 

4.  At  his  seat  at  Buscot-park,  near 
Tarington,  Berks,  in  the  72nd  year  of 
his  age,  Edward  Loveden  Loveden, 
LL.D.  of  the  university  of  Oxford, 
F.R.S.  and  F.  A.S.  and  likewise  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  several  other  useful  or  scientific 
societies.  He  had,  until  within  the 
last  year  or  two,  enjoyed  firm  and  al¬ 
most  uninterrupted  good  health. 

5.  In  his  90th  year,  John  Chapman, 
esq.  of  Whitley,  Yorkshire. 

9.  At  Exeter,  after  a  protracted  and 
painful  illness,  George  Daniel!,  M.D. 
for  many  years  an  eminent  medical 
practitioner  in  that  city,  senior  phy¬ 
sician  of  the  Devon  and  Exeter  hos¬ 
pital,  and  one  of  the  physicians  of  the 
Lunatic  asylum. 

Aged  64,  Percival  Lewis,  esq.  He 
was  son  of  Ed.  Lewis,  esq.  of  Downton, 
co.  Radnor,  M.P.  for  the  borough  of 
Radnor.  Being  educated  for  the  bar, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  society  of 
Lincoln’s-inn,  and  attended  the  W elch 
circuits,  before  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Cray,  a  lady  of  fortune.  He  then 
quitted  the  profession  of  the  law,  and 
accepted  a  commission  in  the  North 
Hants  militia,  in  which  he  commanded 
a  company  several  years  :  on  retiring 
from  the  regiment,  he  sat  down  at  a 
beautiful  cottage  near  Lymington 
(now  the  residence  of  sir  John  P.  Dal- 
rymple,  bart.),  and  there  he  passed 
nearly  twenty  of  the  latter  years  of 
his  life.  He  was  in  the  commission 
of  the  peace  for  Hampshire.  In  1811, 
he  published,  “  Historical  Inquiries 
concerning  Forests  and  Forest  Laws, 
with  Topographical  remarks  on  the 
Ancient  and  Modern  State  of  the  New 
Forest;”  a  work  which  was  well  re¬ 
ceived,  and  of  which  he  was  encourag¬ 
ed  to  undertake  a  revision  for  a  second 
edition,  having  collected  materials  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  a  man  of  en¬ 
gaging  manners,  and  of  a  convivial 
disposition.  By  his  wife,  who  died 
some  years  since,  he  had  five  sons, 
four  of  whom  are  living.  He  had  for 
some  time  held  the  offices  of  recorder 
for  St.  Alban’s,  and  of  agent  for  New 
Brunswick. 

11.  At  Worthing,  Sussex,  aged  89, 
Benjamin  Plawes,  esq.  brother  to  the 
late  Dr.  W.  Hawes,  the  founder  of  the 
Royal  Humane  Society.  This  truly 
charitable  man  was  a  most  liberal  con- 
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tributor  to  that  excellent  institution, 
and  a  warm  advocate  for  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade.  By  his  will  he 
bequeathed  1,000/.  each  to  twenty 
four  different  charities.  He  expired 
in  a  fit  which  seized  him  whilst  he 
was  taking  his  usual  daily  walk  abroad  ; 
but  a  man  whose  whole  life  had  been 
employed  in  acts  of  beneficence  and 
religion  was  well  prepared  for  death, 
however  suddenly  it  might  approach. 

In  Russell-place,  Mrs.  Tennent, 
relict  of  W.  Tennent,  esq.  late  of 
Stan  more,  Middlesex,  and  of  Pool, 
Lanarkshire. 

At  Newport,  Herefordshire,  in  his 
44tli  year,  Thomas  Foley,  esq.  eldest 
son  of  the  late  hon.  Andrew  Foley, 
member  for  Droitwich,  and  for  many 
years  one  of  the  representatives  for  the 
county  of  Hereford. 

At  Otley,  aged  83,  in  consequence 
of  mortification,  Samuel  Moody, 
shoemaker. — For  some  time  he  had 
been  afflicted  with  extreme  pain  in 
Ills  left  leg,  in  consequence  of  a  severe 
sprain ;  and  about  two  months  ago 
the  leg  separated  above  the  ancle 
with  a  report  like  a  pistol,  and  fell 
completely  from  the  body. 

12.  At  Louth,  aged  71,  William 
Morris,  a  rat-catcher — A  few  days 
before  he  went  out  to  destroy  vermin ; 
and,  as  usual,  took  a  box  containing 
some  poisonous  article  which  he  used 
in  his  vocation,  in  his  pocket,  in  which 
also  he  incautiously  put  a  small  fruit 
pie.  The  latter  he  took  out  and  ate 
upon  the  road  ;  but  the  lid  of  his  box 
not  being  sufficiently  secure,  a  part  of 
the  poison  had,  without  his  knowing 
it,  fallen  out  upon  the  surface  of  the 
pie.  Medical  aid  was  resorted  to  as 
soon  as  the  accident  was  discovered  ; 
but  the  poor  fellow’s  sufferings  termi¬ 
nated  in  death,  after  ten  days  of  ex¬ 
cruciating  agonies. 

13.  At  Hartney  Wintney,  Plants, 
Sarah  Down,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Plusband,  esq. 

At  Boulogne-sur-Mer,  Mrs.  Yeo, 
mother  of  the  late  sir  James  Lucas 
Yeo,  K.C.B.  &c. 

At  York-place,  Clifton,  Jane,  sister 
of  the  late  sir  Herbert  Mackworth, 
barf,  of  Gnoll-castle,  Glamorganshire. 

At  JDenne-park,  Horsham,  Sussex, 
Mrs.  Eversfield,  relict  of  the  late  W. 
Eversfield,  esq.  of  that  place,  and  of 
Catsfield,  in  the  same  county. 

14.  P’ranz  Kobell,  an  artist  of  great 


celebrity  for  his  beautiful  landscape 
drawings.  It  was  the  delightful  scenery 
of  the  Rhine  which  first  inspired  him 
with  a  feeling  for  the  charms  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  he  assiduously  employed 
himself  in  sketching  its  rich  and  varied 
beauties.  Having  thus  followed  the 
impulse  of  his  talent,  he,  together 
with  his  brother  Ferdinand,  who  had 
already  gained  much  reputation  by 
his  etchings,  was  taken  into  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  elector  Charles  Theodore  ; 
by  whom  he  was  sent,  in  1776,  to 
study  at  Rome ;  where  he  continued 
till  1785,  studying  the  beauties  of 
Italian  landscape.  His  pictures  in 
oil  are  very  feAV,  perhaps  altogether 
not  more  than  a  dozen,  but  his  dra wr¬ 
ings  Avith  the  pen,  with  Avhich  he 
sketched  very  rapidly,  amount  to  not 
feAver  than  10,000.  He  also  studied 
architecture  successfully,  and  the 
croAvn  prince  of  Bavaria  has  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  several  hundred  designs  by 
him. 

\  15.  At  his  seat,  Gilston-park,  in  his 
86th  year,  W.  Plumer,  esq.  M.P.  for 
Higham  Ferrers,  and  formerly  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  county  of  Hertford 
in  eight  successive  parliaments. 

In  Argyle-street,  Georgina  Harriet, 
youngest  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
the  late  George  Colebrooke,  esq.  of 
Crawfurd  Douglas,  lieut.-colonel  of 
the  first  Somerset  militia,  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  late  sir  George  Cole¬ 
brooke,  bart. 

16.  At  Wallingford,  the  rev.  EdAV. 
Barry,  M.D.  and  D.D.  in  the  63rd 
year  of  his  age.  He  Avas  the  son  of 
Dr.  Barry,  a  physician  of  Bristol,  and 
Avas  originally  intended  for  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  physic.  After  the  usual 
course  of  study,  he  graduated  at  St. 
Andrew’s ;  but  the  bent  of  his  mind 
being  directed  to  divinity,  he  made 
himself*  master  of  the  principal  Ortho¬ 
dox  and  Calvinistical  divines.  Having 
compared  their  arguments,  he  took 
orders,  and  warmly  espoused  the  sound 
principles  of  the  church  of  England. 
He  Avas  several  years  curate  of  Mary- 
le-bonne,  and  was  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  popular  preachers  in  the 
metropolis.  He  united  zeal  and  knoAv- 
ledge  :  Avas  energetic  and  persuasive  ; 
and  most  of  the  public  charities  in 
London  were  highly  benefited  by 
his  exertions  in  their  favour — From 
the  busy  scenes  of  the  metropolis,  he 
Avas  invited  by  the  call  of  friendship 
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to  reside  in  Heading,  where  he  em¬ 
ployed  his  leisure  hours  in  publish¬ 
ing  some  of  his  works.  His  atten¬ 
tion  was  then  attracted  by  a  new  spe¬ 
cies  of  Christians,  who  professed  the 
principles  and  preserved  the  forms  of 
worship,  of  the  established  church, 
but  who  admitted  dissenting  preach¬ 
ers  in  their  pulpits.  The  result  of  his 
examination  of  their  conduct,  was  his 
“  Friendly  Call  to  a  new  species  of 
Dissenters,”  a  publication  of  which  in 
a  short  time  several  editions  Avere 
printed.  It  was  dedicated  to  sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Scott,  by  whose  interest  he  ob¬ 
tained  the  living  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  soon 
afterwards,  the  more  valuable  prefer¬ 
ment  of  St.  Leonard’s,  in  Walling¬ 
ford. — He  was  twice  married.  His  last 
Avife,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Morell  of  Oxford,  survives  him. 
— He  published  the  folloAving  Avorks  : 

“  A  Letter  to  M  r.  Cumberland,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  his  letter  to  the  bishop  of 
Llandaff,”  1783,  8vo. — “  A  Letter  on 
the  Practice  of  Boxing,  addressed  to 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,” 
1789,  8vo.— “  Coalitions  and  Compro¬ 
mises,  an  Appeal  to  the  electors  of 
Great  Britain,”  1790,  8vo. — u  The 
present  Practice  of  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  a  complete  Library  of  Pa¬ 
rish  LaAV,”  1791,  4  vols.  8vo.  [This 
Avork  bears  Dr.  Barry’s  name,  but  he 
is  said  not  to  have  been  the  compiler 
of  it.] — “  Theological,  Philosophical, 
and  Moral  Essays,”  1791, 8vo  2nd  edit. 
—  “A  dispassionate  Address  to  the 
Subjects  of  Great  Britain,”  1793,  8vo. 
— u  Familiar  Letters  on  a  variety  of 
Subjects,”  1793,  12mo. — u  A  Letter 
on  the  Necessity  of  adopting  some 
Measure  to  reduce  the  present  Num¬ 
ber  of  Dogs,”  1794,  8vo.  —  “  The 
Friendly  Call  of  Truth  and  Reason  to 
a  New  Species  of  Dissenters,”  1799, 
8vo.  4th  edit.  1812. — u  A  few  Obser¬ 
vations  on  the  Expedience  of  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Interpretation  duly  to  explain 
the  Toleration  Act,”  1799,  8vo. — 
— “  Works,”  1806, 3  vols.  8vo — “  The 
Esculapian  Monitor,  or  Guide  to  the 
History  of  the  Human  Species,  and 
the  most  important  Branches  of 
Medical  Philosophy.”  1811,  8vo. — A 
number  of  Sermons,  See.  &c. 

17.  At  Bath,  in  his  79th  year,  lieut- 
general  sir  Henrv  Augustus  Montagu 
Cosby,  senior  officer  of  the  Avhole  of 
the  honourable  company’s  service. 

19.  In  Blandlbrd-street,  Pall  Mall, 


Charles  Knyvett,  esq.  in  his  70th 
year,  after  a  lingering  illness.  He  Avas 
long  known  and  highly  respected  in 
the  musical  world.  His  professional 
talents  procured  him  the  patronage  of 
George  3rd  at  an  early  period,  and 
that  patronage  Avas  extended  to  him 
by  his  present  majesty.  Mr.  Knyvett 
had  three  sons,  one  of  Avhom  is  on  the 
staff  of  the  British  army  ;  he  educated 
the  other  two  for  the  musical  profes¬ 
sion,  and  the  distinction  which  they 
have  attained,  as  performers,  and 
composers,  with  the  respectability  of 
their  private  characters,  manifest  the 
excellence  of  their  parental  instruc¬ 
tion,  moral  and  scientific.  His  com¬ 
panionable  qualities,  good  sense,  and 
knowledge  of  the  world,  rendered  him 
an  acceptable  guest  to  many  of  our  no¬ 
bility  during  the  musical  vacations, 
particularly  to  the  directors  of  the  an¬ 
cient  concerts. 

Lately,  at  the  residence  of  her 
daughter,  lady  Broughton,  at  Hoole, 
near  Chester,  aged  78,  Mrs.  Egerton, 
daughter  of  sir  Francis  Egerton,  bart. 
relict  of  the  late  Philip  Egerton,  esq. 
of  Oulton-park,  Cheshire;  and  mother 
of  sir  John  Grey  Egerton,  bart. 

At  Stapenhill,  Derbyshire,  Joseph 
Peel,  esq.  brother  to  sir  Robert  Peel, 
bart.  and  uncle  to  the  hon.  Robert 
Peel,  M.P.  for  the  University  of  Ox¬ 
ford. 

23.  At  Lewisham,  Kent,  major 
Fead,  of  the  royal  regiment  of  artil¬ 
lery,  son  of  the  late  lieut.-gen.  Fead, 
of  the  same  corps. 

In  Gloucester-place,  lady  Ximenes, 
Avife  of  sir  Morris  Ximenes,  bart.  of 
Bear-place,  Berks. 

24.  In  Duke- street,  St.  James’s, 
aged  38,  EdAvin  Henry  Chamberlayne, 
esq.  K.C.  captain  of  the  royal  navy. 

25.  At  Roding  lodge,  Barking, 
Essex,  the  residence  of  his  father  (T. 
Baker,  esq.)  the  rev.  Alfred  Baker,  in 
his  33rd  year. 

At  Broughton-hall,  Lancashire,  W. 
Jones,  esq.  upAvards  of  40  years  a 
partner  in  the  banking  firm  of  Messrs. 
Jones,  Lloyd,  and  Co.  in  London  and 
Manchester. 

26.  The  rev.  John  King,  A.M.  Mr. 
King  was  born  at  Richmond  in  York¬ 
shire,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1738,  and 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  free  grammar  school  in  that 
town,  under  the  tuition  of  that  clas¬ 
sical  scholar  and  liberal  divine,  the 
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rev.  Anthony  Temple,  A.M.  From 
Richmond  he  removed  to  Cambridge ; 
and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  rev. 
Francis  Blackburne,  A.M.  archdeacon 
of  Cleveland,  he  was  entered  of  St. 
Peter’s  college.  Here  he  proceeded 
to  the  degree  of  A.B.  in  1760  ;  and 
from  the  honour  which  he  obtained  on 
that  occasion  (being  the  seventh 
wrangler  on  the  tripos),  he  was  elected 
fellow.  He  soon,  however,  relinquished 
residence  in  college,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  in  that  year  under-master  of 
the  free  grammar  school  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne,  then  governed  by  the 
very  eminent  and  able  instructor,  the 
rev.  Hugh  Moises,  A.M.  In  this 
situation  he  continued  seven  years; 
and  during  that  period  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  seeing  the  school  raised  so  high 
in  reputation,  and  the  number  of 
scholars  so  considerably  increased,  as 
to  require  the  appointment  of  a  third 
master.  The  present  lord  chancellor, 
and  his  brother,  lord  Stowell,  both 
received  their  education  here,  while 
Mr.  King  was  the  under  master.  In 
1763,  he  proceeded  to  the  degree  of 
A.M.  In  1767,  he  removed  from 
Newcastle  to  Ipswich,  having  been 
appointed  master  of  the  free  grammar 
school  in  that  town,  on  the  recommen¬ 
dation  of  his  old  friend  and  preceptor, 
Mr.  Temple.  In  the  same  year  he 
was  chosen  by  the  corporation  die 
town  preacher;  and  notwithstanding 
the  changes  in  the  political  interests 
.of  the  borough,  he  retained  this  situa¬ 
tion  for  a  period  of  twenty -three  years. 
In  1776,  he  was  presented  by  his 
college  to  the  rectory  of  Witnesham, 
near  Ipswich.  In  1798,  on  account  of 
some  dangerous  attacks  of  illness,  and 
an  infirm  state  of  health,  he  resigned 
the  mastership  of  the  school,  which, 
by  his  talents  and  application  he  had 
raised  so  high  in  the  public  estimation, 
as  to  have  had  upwards  of  seventy 
boarders  at  one  time  in  his  house;  and  re¬ 
tired  to  a  residence  on  his  rectory  where 
he  closed  his  earthly  career  in  the  84th 
iTear  of  his  age,  perfectly  satisfied  with 
that  lot  and  station  assigned  to  him  by 
Providence  ;  and,  after  having  filled, 
throughout  a  long  life,  a  public  situa¬ 
tion,  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself, 
and  the  greatest  advantage  to  others. 
Mr.  King  was  author  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  works,  viz.  44  Sententise  ex  diversis 
auctoribus  excerptae,  et  primis  Linguae 


Latinae  tyronibus  accommodatae,  opera 
Johannis  King,  A.B.  apud  Novocas- 
trenses  Sub-praeceptoris.”  Newcastle, 
1761.  “A  Sermon  preached  at  Wit¬ 
nesham,  Nov.  29,  1798,  being  the  day 
appointed  for  a  general  thanksgiving 
on  account  of  our  late  naval  victories, 
Ipswich.”  sm.  4to.  And  44  A  Sermon 
on  the  Catholic  Claims ;  with  Notes 
and  a  postscript,  Ipswich,  1813,”  sm. 
4to.  There  is  an  engraved  portrait  of 
Mr.  King  (a  private  plate),  by  Bond, 
from  a  miniature  by  Dunthorne. 

He  married,  June  1 0, 1777,  Elizabeth 
Sarah,  the  only  daughter  of  the  rev. 
Thomas  Bishop,  A .  B.  rector  of  Trimlev 
St.  Martin  and  Ash  by  Campsey,  in 
Suffolk,  and  perpetual  curate  of  St. 
Mary  at  Tower,  and  St.  Mary  at  Elms, 
in  Ipswich,  by  whom  he  had  nine  sons 
and  one  daughter. 

At  Carhampton,  Hants,  aged  62, 
Luke  Dillon,  esq.  brother  to  the  late, 
and  uncle  to  the  present  lord  Coin- 
brook. 

At  his  residence,  Claremont-place, 
Holloway,  lieut.-colone!  Brunt,  aged 
70,  late  of  his  majesty’s  83rd  regiment. 

At  Woolwich,  in  his  92nd  year, 
lieut.-colonel  Charles  Adolphus  Quist, 
commanding  the  riding-house  esta¬ 
blishment,  of  the  royal  artillery. 

28.  In  George-street,  Portman-sq. 
the  rev.  Gilbert  Matthias. 

At  Witham,  Essex,  after  a  few 
hours  illness,  the  rev.  J.  Jefferson, 
archdeacon  of  Colchester,  rector  of 
Wlieeley,  and  vicar  of  Witham.  To 
the  exertions  of  this  worthy  man,  and 
ornament  of  the  church,  Colchester 
is  indebted  for  an  asylum  for  the 
afflicted  poor,  an  institution  that  will 
long  cause  his  memory  to  be  revered 
for  his  philanthropy  and  practical  cha- 
ritv. 

in  Bolton-row,  after  a  lingering 
illness,  Catherine  J ulia,  wife  of  Robert 
Ward,  esq.  M.P. 

In  Trinity-square,  aged  57,  Benjamin 
Stow,  esq.  late  commissioner  of  the 
receiver’s  office  for  Greenwich  hospital 
dues. 

At  Echt  House,  sir  Harry  Niven 
Lumsden,  bart.of  Anchindoir,  aged  37. 

At  Edinburgh,  Miss  Margaret 
Maxwell,  daughter  of  the  late  sirW. 
Maxwell,  hart,  of  Culderwood. 

At  Broughton-ferry,  Emma,  wife  of 
the  rev.  H.  Horsley,  prebendary  of 
St,  Asaph,  and  daughter  of  the  late 
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John  Bourke,  esq.  of  Bally  gieg, 
County  of  Limerick,  and  of  Bally  eric, 
county  of  Tipperary. 

At  Edinburgh,  Mrs.  Carruthers, 
relict  of  the  late  John  Carruthers,  esq. 
and  daughter  of  sir  Robert  Laurie, 
bart.  of  Maxwellton. 

In  Drogheda,  the  lion.  Katherine 
Lyons  Montgomery. 

At  the  earl  of  Aid  borough’s,  Emily, 
the  wife  of  Charles  Tyrwhitt  Jones, 
esq.  and  daughter  of  admiral  and  lady 
Elizabeth  Toilemache. 

At  his  seat,  at  Daly’s-town,  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  after  a  fortnight’s 
illness,  the  right  hon.  Denis  Bowes 
Daly,  who  had  represented  the  county 
of  Galway,  in  successive  parliaments, 
for  upwards  of  forty  years. 

At  Longford  House,  Sligo,  lady 
Crofton,  wife  of  sir  James  Croft  on, 
bart. 

27.  In  his  45th  year,  Dr.  H  enrich 
Schorch,  professor  of  philosophy,  and 
aesthetics,  at  the  university  of  Erfurt, 
and  secretary  to  the  Royal  Academy 
of  sciences  at  the  same  place.  He  was 
an  industrious  and  esteemed  writer, 
and  occasionally  employed  his  pen  on 
fugitive  poetry. 

At  Paris,  aged  51,  the  right  hon. 
Lucy,  countess  of  Lisburne,  wife  of 
the  present  earl  of  Lisburne,  and  fifth 
daughter  of  the  late  viscount  Cour¬ 
teney.  Her  ladyship  died  somewhat 
suddenly,  although  she  had  been  un¬ 
well  some  time  previously,  having 
gone  to  France  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health.  She  has  left  three  sons,  viz. 
viscount  Vaughan,  and  the  hon.  Geo. 
and  J.  Vaughan,  and  one  daughter, 
lady  Mary  Vaughan. 

At  Golden  Grove,  Tobago,  John 
Robley,  esq.  of  Russel  1-square,  Lon¬ 
don,  and  president  of  his  majesty’s 
council  in  that  island. 

At  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  after  a 
most  severe  illness,  Robert  John 
Dawes,  esq.  captain  of  the  19th  regi¬ 
ment  of  native  infantry,  Bengal. 

At  the  early  age  of  36,  Rudolph 
Sehadow,  an  eminent  German  sculptor, 
a  native  of  Berlin,  and  son  of  an  artist  of 
the  same  profession.  His  last  work,  a 
Dancing  Bacchante,  exhibits  great  abi¬ 
lities,  and  consummate  feeling  for  art. 

3.  In  his  82nd  year,  John  Christ. 
Mannlich,  director  of  the  gallery  at 
Munich,  an  artist  whose  compositions 
were  distinguished  by  imagination, 


character,  and  expression,  by  correct 
drawing,  bold  foreshortening,  brilliant 
colouring,  and  great  freedom  of  pencil. 
In  these  two  latter  respects  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  formed  his  style  upon 
that  of  Rubens.  Lithography  is  much 
indebted  to  Mannlich  for  the  rapid 
success  it  obtained  on  its  first  inven¬ 
tion,  he  being  the  principal  promoter 
of  the  4  Oeuvres  Lithographiques,' 
which  appeared  in  72  Nos.  He  was 
likewise  author  of  a  work  on  the 
Manners,  Costumes,  and  Weapons  of 
ancient  Nations,  4to.  1802,  Avith  32 
plates ;  an  Essay  on  the  Theory  of 
Beauty,  1812:  and  The  Study  of 
Anatomy  for  Students  and  Lovers  of 
the  Fine  Arts,  fol.  8  plates,  1822. 

10.  At  Paris,  aged  72,  the  duchess 
of  Bourbon. —  She  was  taken  ill  in 
the  church  of  St.  Genevieve,  and 
expired  at  four  o’clock.  The  duchess 
Avas  of  the  Orleans  family,  and 
aunt  of  the  present  duke ;  she  was 
born  in  the  year  1750,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  duke  of  Bourbon  Conde  in 
1770;  she  had  been  for  some  years  se¬ 
parated  from  her  husband.  The  only 
issue  of  this  marriage  was  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  duke  D’Enghien,  who  was  assas¬ 
sinated  at  Vincennes  in  1804.  The 
following  is  an  extract  of  the  will  of 
the  duchess,  dated  the  day  before  that 
of  her  sudden  death  : — w  I  Avish  to  be 
buried  without  any  pomp  or  ceremony. 
Let  abundant  alms  be  given  to  the 
poor  of  my  parish ;  this  is  the  only 
magnificence  which  I  allow.  I  request, 
in  the  most  positive  manner,  to  be 
neither  opened  nor  embalmed,  nor  ex¬ 
posed  with  my  face  uncovered,  nor 
watched,  but  to  be  buried  as  speedily 
and  simply  as  possible.” 

Longevity. 

At  Allensmore,  near  Hertford,  Tho¬ 
mas  Gilbert,  in  the  120th  year  of  his 
age. 

FEBRUARY. 

3.  At  Greenwich,  Mrs.  Garrick, 
relict  of  Qeorge  Garrick,  esq.  (brother 
to  the  celebrated  David  Garrick  \  and 
mother-in-law  to  Mrs.  George  Garrick, 
of  the  Theatre  Royal,  ITaymarket. 

4.  In  Nottingham-place,  Mary-le- 
bone,  aged  72,  Mrs.  Anne  Frederick, 
relict  of  the  late  rear-admiral  Frede¬ 
rick, 
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In  Cumberland-place,  aged  20, 
Louisa,  daughter  of  admiral  and  lady 
Elizabeth  Tollemache. 

At  Silchester,  aged  77,  Mr.  William 
Lain  son,  father  of  Messrs.  Lainson,  of 
Bread-street. 

At  her  seat,  Northgate-house,  Ha¬ 
lifax,  Mary,  relict  of  the  late  Joseph 
lister,  esq.,  and  youngest  daughter  of 
the  late  general  sir  William  Fawcett, 
K.B. 

6.  At  her  house  in  Pall  Mall,  in  her 
78th  year,  lady  Bunbury,  relict  of  the 
late  sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury,  bt. 

Lately,  in  Charles-street,  Berkeley  - 
square,  aged  19,  Jane,  the  lady  of 
Oeorge  Finch,  esq.,  and  daughter  of 
rear  admiral  and  lady  Bridget  Tolle- 
mache. 

20.  In  Northumberland-st.,  Strand, 
Mr.  Stewart,  generally  known  by  the 
designation  of  “  Walking  Stewart.” 
This  most  extraordinary,  eccentric, 
atomical  philosopher,  was  born  in 
Bond-street,  and  originally  educated 
at  the  Charter-house.  In  the  year 
1763,  lie  was  sent  out  a  writer  to 
Madras,  on  the  in  terest  of  the  late  lord 
Bute.  He  was  employed  as  secretary 
to  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  expended 
a  large  sum  in  giving  official  enter¬ 
tainments  by  order  of  his  master. 
Within  two  yeafS  after  his  arrival  in 
India,  at  the  age  of  about  18,  he  de¬ 
termined  on  the  very  singular  mea¬ 
sure  of  leaving  his  situation  in  the 
company’s  service,  assigning  as  a  rea¬ 
son,  that  he  was  resolved  to  travel,  the 
amor  vidcudi  being4  irresistible — that  he 
wnuld  see,  if  he  could,  the  whole 
world — that  he  wmuld  unlearn  all  he 
had  learned — that  he  would  become 
an  Automathes,  think  and  act  for 
himself.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Court 
of  Directors,  which,  from  its  juvenile 
insolence  and  audacity,  is  preserved  on 
their  records  to  this  day  ;  in  which  he 
tells  them,  lie  was  born  for  nobler  pur¬ 
suits,  and  higher  attainments,  than  to 
be  a  copier  of  invoices  and  bills  of 
lading  to  a  company  of  grocers,  haber¬ 
dashers  and  cheesemongers.  Within 
a  few  weeks  after  writing  this  unique 
epistle,  he  took  his  leave  a  la  sourdine 
of  the  presidency,  and  began  his  pre¬ 
mier  pas  of  his  pedestrian  long  life  ; — 
some  of  his  friends  lamenting  his 
abrupt  departure,  and  thinking  he 
might  be  involved  in  pecuniary  diffi¬ 


culties,  sent  after  him,  begging  him  to 
return,  and  offering  him  assistance. 
He  replied  to  their  invitation,  that  lie 
thanked  them,  that  his  resolution  was 
taken,  that  his  finances  wore  small, 
but  adequate  to  his  wants.  He  pro¬ 
secuted  his  route  over  Hindostan,  and 
walked  to  Delhi,  to  Persepolis,  and 
other  parts  of  Persia.  He  traversed 
the  greater  part  of  the  Indian  Penin¬ 
sula,  visited  Abyssinia  and  Ethiopia, 
and  has  been  present  at  the  latter 
place,  at  an  entertainment  of  the 
natives,  who,  disregarding  sexual  dis¬ 
tinction,  appeared  in  statu  naturae.  He 
then  entered  the  Carnatic,  and  became , 
known  to  the  then  nabob,  who  con¬ 
ceived  an  esteem  for  him,  which  even¬ 
tually,  in  his  latter  days  became  the 
means  of  his  support,  for  the  nabob 
appointed  him  his  private  secretary. 
A  few  years  ago  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  in  order  to  spare  Stewart’s  feel¬ 
ings,  granted  him  15,000Z.  to  liquidate 
the  demands  on  the  nabob.  Quitting 
the  Carnatic,  he  adopted  the  mad  re¬ 
solution  of  walking  to  Seringapatam, 
which  he  effected;  when  there,  Tippoo 
hearing  that  a  European  had  entered 
his  city,  ordered  him  to  be  immediately 
arrested ;  and  directed  him  to  appear 
before  him  at  his  Durbar.  He  ques¬ 
tioned  him  as  to  his  motive  for  coming 
to  his  kingdom  : — Stevrart  answered, 
solely  a  desire  to  see  it.  Tippoo  told 
him  he  must  consider  himself  as  his 
subject,  and,  as  such,  a  military  one, 
and  he  must  be  enrolled  in  his  army  ; 
and  that,  as  he  appeared  a  gentleman, 
he  would  make  him,  after  some  tac¬ 
tical  instruction,  a  captain  of  sepoys. 
He  became  one,  and  was  engaged  in 
several  affairs  against  the  Mahrattas, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm. 
He  continued  a  detenu  of  Tippoo’s 
several  years,  until  the  late  sir  James 
Sibbald,  bart.,  then  at  Bombay,  was 
appointed  by  that  presidency,  to  settle 
the  terms  of  peace  with  Tippoo. 
Stewart  availed  himself  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  requesting  sir  James  to  use 
his  interest  with  his  highness  to  pro¬ 
cure  his  release.  This,  with  some 
difficulty,  sir  James  Sibbald  effected  ; 
and  Stewart  set  forward  to  iralk  to 
Europe.  He  crossed  the  desart  of 
Arabia,  and  arrived  at  Marseilles.  He 
walked  through  the  whole  kingdom  of 
France,  through  Spain,  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  —  left  England  for  America, 
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through  every  state  of  which  he 
walked,  as  he  did  through  Ireland  and 
Scotland.  On  his  return  from  Ire¬ 
land  he  was  nearly  shipwrecked;  he 
passed  his  last  ten  years  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Charing-cross,  and  Cock- 
spur-street;  to  be,  as  he  said,  in  the 
“  full  tide  of  human  existence.” 

22.  At  Falmouth,  in  his  23rd  year, 
John  Grimwood  Newman,  esq., 
youngest  son  of  the  rev.  Thomas 
’Newman,  rector  of  little  Bromley, 
Essex. 

23  At  his  house  in  the  cloisters, 
Windsor,  Dr.  George  Heath,  Canon 
of  Windsor,  and  Fellow  of  Eton 
College.  He  was  of  King’s  College, 
Cambridge,  A.B.  1768,  A.M.  1771.  Dr. 
Heath’s  truly  select  and  sumptuous 
classical  library  was  sold  by  auction  by 
Mr.  Jeffery,  in  May,  1810 — 4809  ar¬ 
ticles;  the  sale  of  which  produced 
9,000/.  u  Never,”  says  Mr.  Dibdin, 
44  did  the  bibliomaniac’s  eye  alight 
upon  4  sweeter  copies,’  as  the  phrase 
is ;  and  never  did  the  bibliomaniacal 
barometer  rise  higher  than  at  this 
sale  !  The  most  marked  phrenzv  cha¬ 
racterized  it.  A  copy  of  the  Editio 
Princeps  of  Homer  (by  no  means  a 
first  rate  one)  brought  927.  ;  and  all 
the  Aldine  classics  produced  such  an 
electricity  of  sensation,  that  buyers 
stuck  at  nothing  to  embrace  them  !” 
Besides  the  sale-catalogue  printed  for 
Jeffery,  another  catalogue  was  printed 
of  this  collection,  by  Mr,  Constable, 
of  Edinburgh,  with  the  prices  and 
purchasers’  name.  The  prices  of 
many  of  the  articles  are  also  to  be 
found  in  the  4th  No.  of  the  Classical 
Journal. 

24.  At  his  house,  in  Stratton-street, 
aged  87,  Thomas  Coutts,  esq.  Mr. 
Coutts  left  the  whole  of  his  immense 
property  to  his  wife,  giving  no  lega¬ 
cies  whatever. 

At  his  chambers,  in  the  Middle 
Temple,  aged  43,  James  Boswell,  esq. 
M.A.  barrister  at  law,  and  a  commis¬ 
sioner  of  bankrupts.  He  was  the  se¬ 
cond  son  of  James  Boswell,  esq.  of 
Auchinleck,  the  friend  and  biographer 
of  J ohnson.  Having  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Westminster,  he  was  entered 
of  Brazen-nose  College  in  1797,  and 
was  subsequently  elected  fellow  on  the 
Vinerian  foundation.  Mr.  Boswell 
possessed  talents  of  a  superior  order, 
sound  classical  scholarship,  and  a  most 


extensive  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
our  early  literature.  In  the  investi¬ 
gation  of  every  subject  that  he  pur¬ 
sued,  his  industry,  judgment,  and  dis¬ 
crimination  were  equally  remarkable ; 
his  memory  was  unusually  tenacious 
and  accurate ;  and  he  was  always 
as  ready  as  he  was  competent,  to  com¬ 
municate  his  stores  of  information  for 
the  benefit  of  others.  These  qualifi¬ 
cations,  added  to  the  friendship  which 
he  entertained  for  Mr.  Boswell,  influ¬ 
enced  the  late  Mr.  Malone  in  select¬ 
ing  him  as  his  literary  executor,  and 
to  his  care  Mr.  Malone  entrusted  the 
publication  of  an  enlarged  and  amended 
edition  of  Shakspeare ;  which  he  had 
long  been  meditating.  Few  months 
had  elapsed  since  this  laborious  task 
was  accomplished  : — laborious  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was,  as  Mr.  Malone’s  panel's 
were  left  in  a  state  scarcely  intelligi¬ 
ble  ;  and  no  individual,  probably,  ex¬ 
cepting  Air.  Boswell,  could  have  ren¬ 
dered  them  available.  To  this  edition, 
Air.  Boswell  contributed  many  notes, 
and  collated  the  text  with  the  earlier 
copies.  In  the  first  volume  he  has 
stepped  forwards  to  defend  the  literary 
reputation  of  Mr.  Malone,  against  the 
severe  attacks  made  by  a  writer  of 
distinguished  eminence,  upon  many  of 
his  critical  opinions  and  statements;  a 
task  of  great  delicacy,  and  which 
Mr.  Boswell  performed  in  so  spirited 
and  gentlemanly  a  manner,  that  his 
preface  may  be  fairly  quoted  as  a 
model  of  controversial  writing.  In 
the  same  volume  are  inserted  the  me¬ 
moirs  of  Air.  Malone,  originally 
printed  by  Air.  Boswell  for  private  dis¬ 
tribution ;  and  a  valuable  essay  on  the 
metre  and  phraseology  of  Shakspeare, 
the  materials  for  which  were  partly 
collected  by  Mr.  Malone;  but  the 
arrangement  and  completion  of  them 
were  the  work  of  Air.  Boswell;  and 
upon  these  he  is  known  to  have  bestow¬ 
ed  considerable  labour  and  attention. 
From  the  attractions  that  the  metro¬ 
polis  holds  out  to  every  lover  of  good 
society,  Mr.  Boswell  felt  and  professed 
an  attachment  to  London,  that  might 
be  deemed  hereditary,  so  closely  did 
it  coincide  with  those  feelings  which 
his  father  has.  upon  various  occasions, 
forcibly  described.  Few  men  were 
better  fitted  to  appreciate  and  contri 
bute  to  the  pleasures  of  social  inter¬ 
course ;  his  conversational  powers,  and 
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the  unfailing  cheerfulness  of  his  dispo¬ 
sition,  rendering  him  every  where  a 
most  acceptable  guest. 

Mr.  Boswell  was  interred  on  the 
6th  in  the  Temple  Church-yard,  at¬ 
tended  by  his  brother,  sir  Alexander 
Boswell,  and  a  few  of  his  oldest 
friends,  including  sir  A.  Macdonald, 
Mr.  Heber,  Mr.  Serjeant  Bosanquet, 
Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Phelps,  and  Mr. 
Symmons. 

25.  At  Odell-castle,  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  in  his  85th  year,  the  right  hon. 
John  James  Percival,  earl  of  Egmont, 
and  baron  Lovel  and  Holland.  He  is 
succeeded  in  his  English  and  Irish 
estates,  and  in  his  titles,  by  his  only 
son,  John,  viscount  Percival,  now  earl 
of  Egmont. 

27.  At  Banstead,  in  his  80th  year, 
the  rev.  Henry  Taylor,  EL.B.  rector 
of  Spridlington,  Lincolnshire. 

At  Hawthorn-hill,  Berks,  in  his 
91st  year,  Whitshed  Keene,  esq.,  who 
sat  in  parliament  nearly  half  a  century, 
and  was  father  of  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons  some  years  previous  to  his  re¬ 
tirement  at  the  general  election,  in 
1818. 

At  the  apartments  of  sir  Richard 
Keats,  at  Greenwich  Hospital,  the 
right  hon.  sir  John  Borlase  Warren, 
bart.  G.C.B.  admiral  of  the  white. 
—.This  gentleman  was  descended,  in 
the  female  line,  from  the  Borlases,  or 
Burlaces,  in  Cornwall,  of  whom  one 
was  a  baronet  and  another  an  historian. 
In  consequence  of  an  intermarriage 
with  a  Warren,  that  name  was  super- 
added  to  the  former ;  Anne,  an  only 
daughter  of  sir  John  Borlase,  bart. 
having  become  the  wife  of  Arthur 
Warren,  of  Stapleford,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  which  was  in  the 
possession,  and  formed  the  occa¬ 
sional  residence,  of  the  late  baronet. 

■ — After  receiving  part  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  under  the  rev.  Mr.  Princeps,  of 
Bicester,  sir  John  was  sent  to  Win¬ 
chester  school,  whence,  in  consequence 
of  a  sudden  determination,  arising  out 
of  an  irresistible  impulse  for  the  navy, 
he  went  to  sea,  in  the  Alderney,  sloop 
of  war,  commanded  by  captain  O’Hara. 
— Having,  in  part,  gratified  his  incli¬ 
nation.  he  had  good  sense  enough  to  see 
the  propriety  of  completing  his  studies. 
He  accordmglv  entered  himself  of 
Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge ;  and 
was  so  well  pleased  with  Mr.  Martyn, 


his  tutor,  sines  become  celebrated  for 
his  botanical  researches,  that  he  after¬ 
wards  bestowed  upon  him  the  living  of 
Little  Marlow,  in  the  county  of  Bucks. 

■ — Soon  after  he  came  into  "the  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  patrimonial  fortune,  he 
purchased  the  island  of  Lundy,  and 
amused  himself  with  a  yacht  in  the 
Bristol  Channel :  but  the  American 
war  having  presented  a  scene  more 
suitable  to  his  views  and  his  ambition, 
he  abandoned  his  pleasure-boat  to 
some  opulent  citizen,  and  his  new 
purchase  to  the  rabbits,  its  chief,  if 
not  its  only  inhabitants,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  serving  as  a  lieutenant  on 
board  the  Nonsuch. — In  a  short  time 
after  this  we  find  him  acting  as 
master  and  commander  in  the  Helena  ; 
and  then  as  post- captain  in  the 
Ariadne,  l’Aigle,  and  the  Winchelsea. 
— On  the  return  of  peace  he  married 
the  daughter  of  general  Clavering,  by 
lady  Diana  West,  third  daughter  of 
the  first  earl  of  Delaware,  by  whom  he 
has  had  several  children :  his  eldest  son, 
an  officer  in  the  guards,  and  a  young 
man  of  great  promise,  died  in  Egypt. 
— At  the  commencement  of  the  late 
French  war,  sir  John,  who  in  1775  had 
been  honoured  with  a  patent  of  baronet¬ 
age,  was  appointed  to  the  Flora  frigate, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  re  - 
ceived  the  command  of  a  flying  squa¬ 
dron,  with  which  he  annoyed  the  trade, 
and  alarmed  the  coast  of  France,  mak¬ 
ing  many  rich  captures  at  the  same 
time. — In  1794  he  received  the  ribband 
of  the  Bath  as  a  testimony  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  high  opinion  of  his  services ; 
and  in  the  summer  of  1795  he  acted 
as  commodore  of  the  division  of  ships 
which  effected  a  debarkation  in  Qui- 
beron  Bay,  his  flag  flying  on  board 
La  Pomone.  On  this  occasion,  he 
took  F ort  Penthievre  ;  and,  although 
the  emigrants  proved  unsuccessful, 
yet  no  blame  whatsoever  has  ever 
attached  itself  to  the  British  navy. 

■ — Having  removed  into  the  Canada, 
of  74  guns,  he  joined  the  Brest  fleet 
under  lord  Bridport ;  and,  being  de¬ 
tached  soon  after,  with  a  strong  squa¬ 
dron  to  the  coast  of  Ireland,  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1798,  he  was  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  fall  in  with,  and  after 
a  chase  of  two  days,  and  a  smart  en¬ 
gagement,  to  capture  the  Hoche,  a 
French  ship  of  the  line,  commanded 
bv  M.  Bompard,  together  with  three 
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heavy  frigates,  and,  as  well  as  the  ship 
of  the  line,  entirely  new,  full  of 
troops  and  stores  with  every  necessary 
for  the  establishment  of  their  views 
and  plans  in  Ireland.  This  critical 
victory  filled  the  nation  with  joy,  and 
appears  to  have  saved  Ireland  from 
the  miseries  of  a  new  civil  war.  The 
House  of  Commons,  fully  sensible  of 
its  importance,  honoured  him  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  on  the  occasion.  Soon 
after  this  he  hoisted  his  flag  as  rear- 
admiral,  and  arrived,  by  various  steps, 
to  the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  white. 
— On  the  return  of  peace  he  was  no¬ 
minated  a  member  of  the  privy  council, 
and  repaired  to  St.  Petersburgh,  in  the 
capacity  of  ambassador  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary.  His 
situation  at  that  court  was  not  a  little 
delicate ;  for  we  had  been  recently  on 
the  eve  of  a  war  with  this  power, 
while  the  retention  of  Malta,  soon 
after  followed  by  a  new  contest  with 
France,  gave  rise  to  negociations  of  a 
most  important  nature.  He  appears, 
however,  to  have  succeeded;  and  to 
have  placed  his  successor  in  a  favour¬ 
able  situation — Sir  John  sat  in  four 
different  parliaments.  In  1774  and 
1780  he  represented  the  borough  of 
Marlow,  in  which  he  formerly  pos¬ 
sessed  great  influence  ;  and  at  the  ge¬ 
neral  elections  in  1796  and  1802  he  was 
returned  for  the  town  of  Nottingham. 
— His  remains  were  removed  on  the 
5th  of  March  from  his  house  in  Upper 
Grosvenor-street,  for  interment  in  the 
family  vault  at  Stratton  Ardley,  Ox¬ 
fordshire. 


MARCH. 

4.  In  Pajl-Mall,  in  her  60th  year, 
the  lady  of  sir  Scrope  Bernard  Mor- 
land,  bart.  of  Nettleliam,  Lincoln¬ 
shire,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Morland,  esq.  M.P.  for  Taunton. 

5.  At  Crowsley-park,  Oxfordshire, 
John  Atkins  W right,  esq.  chairman  of 
the  quarter-sessions  for  that  county, 
and  recorder  of  the  corporation  of 
Henley-upon-Thames.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Norfolk,  and  a  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Atkins,  of  Ketteringham,  who 
possessed  a  considerable  landed  estate 
in  that  county.  In  1802  he  was  elected 
M.P.  for  the  city  of  Oxford  with  Mr. 
Burton ;  and  again  served  with  that 
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gentleman  in  1806.  This  parliament 
sat  one  session  only.  In  1807  Mr. 
Wright  declined  the  fatigue  of  a  can¬ 
vass,  and  retired  from  the  contest ; 
Mr.  Lockhart  was  therefore  elected 
with  Mr.  Burton  without  opposition. 
At  the  general  election  in  1812,  the 
citizens  of  Oxford,  as  it  were  with  one 
spirit,  solicited  Mr.  Wright  again  to 
offer  himself  to  represent  them  in  par¬ 
liament  ;  they  commenced  a  spirited 
canvass,  and  received  such  assurances 
of  success,  that  at  the  general  election 
he  was  speedily  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  poll,  and  was  returned  by  a 
triumphant  majority;  the  contest  was 
chiefly  with  Mr.  Lockhart  and  Mr. 
Eden  (now  lord  Auckland) ;  and  the 
former  was  returned  with  Mr.  Wright. 
In  1818  he  was  again  returned  with 
general  St.  John,  which  made  the 
fourth  time  of  his  serving  as  M.  P.  for 
Oxford.  During  the  whole  of  his 
parliamentary  career,  he  discharged  its 
duties  in  the  most  manly,  upright, 
and  independent  manner,  with  honour 
to  himself,  and  to  the  universal  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  constituents. 

7.  At  Exmouth,  Mrs.  Bastard,  re¬ 
lict  of  the  late  Edmund  Bastard,  esq. 
of  Sharpham,  and  mother  of  E.  P. 
Bastard,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  the  county  of 
Devon. 

8.  At  Burton-hall,  Yorkshire,  in  his 
83rd  year,  the  rev.  Christopher 
Wyvill.  This  gentleman  was  well- 
known  as  a  political  character,  and 
distinguished  himself  as  a  strenuous 
champion  for  what  are  called  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  constitutional  freedom.  In 
conjunction  with  the  marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  lord  John  Cavendish,  and  sir 
George  Saville,  he  roused  the  impor¬ 
tant  county  of  York,  to  oppose  the 
system  of  lord  North.  He  was  made 
secretary  of  the  Yorkshire  Associa¬ 
tion  ;  and  afterwards  co-operated  with 
Fox,  Sheridan,  and  their  party,  in  the 
cause  which  he  deemed  most  beneficial 
to  his  country’s  interests,  and  to  those 
of  freedom,  reform,  and  humanity. 

9.  At  Sion  Place,  Bath,  aged  66, 
Caleb  Hillier  Parry,  M.D.  F.  R.&  &c. 
after  almost  unexampled  sufferings, 
which,  during  the  protracted  space  of 
nearly  six  years,  he  had  borne  with  a 
firmness  and  resignation  becoming 
that  Christian  profession  which  he 
maintained  in  the  fulness  of  sincerity 
and  conviction.  Endowed  with  the 
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most,  powerful  natural  talents,  the 
most  vigorous  and  energetic  mind, 
and  adorned  with  accomplishments  of 
the  most  varied  and  rare  description, 
he  had,  during  nearly  forty  years,  sus¬ 
tained  in  that  city  a  brilliant  profes¬ 
sional  and  social  career,  when,  in  1816, 
by  the  dispensation  of  Providence,  he 
was  suddenly  deprived  of  intercourse 
with  the  world  around  him,  and 
doomed  to  linger  the  remainder  of  his 
days  under  the  most  acute  and  com¬ 
plicated  maladies.  How  conspicuous 
during  this  trying  interval,  and  under 
a  partial  recovery,  was  the  superiority 
of  his  mind ;  how  constantly  he  was 
devoted  to  every  exertion  which  could, 
in  this  world,  benefit  his  family,  and 
render  himself  more  fitted  for  death, 
those  who  witnessed  it  can  best  de¬ 
scribe.  All,  who  were  acquainted 
with  him,  did  justice  to  the  character 
and  virtues  of  this  excellent  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  man  ;  nor  were  there  any 
of  them  who  could  behold  with  in¬ 
difference  the  void  which  his  loss 
occasioned  to  the  family  who  had 
so  long  and  anxiously  watched 
over  his  declining  years,  and  to  so¬ 
ciety,  which  had  been  so  much  bene- 
fitted  by  his  labours  and  benevolence. 
We  would  just  add  to  this  brief  notice, 
that  the  tribute  paid  to  the  worth  and 
talents  of  Dr.  Parry,  upon  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  their  gold  medal  to  him 
by  the  Bath  and  West  of  England 
Society  (of  which  he  was  a  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  and  a  most  distinguished  mem¬ 
ber)  is  but  a  feeble  expression  of  his 
merits.  Dr.  Parry  was  father  to  Dr. 
C.  H.  Parry,  of  Bath,  and  to  the  gallant, 
scientific,  and  enterprising  capt.  W.  E. 
Parry,  now  commanding  the  northern 
expedition. 

At  the  house  of  his  father-in-law, 
sir  William  Beaumaris  Bush,  bart. 
Pall  Mall,  in  his  54th  year,  the  rev. 
Edward  Daniel  Clarke,  LL.D.  pro¬ 
fessor  of  mineralogy  in  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  rector  of  Harlton,  in 
the  same  county,  and  of  Great  Yeld- 
ham,  Essex. — This  celebrated  traveller 
belonged  to  a  literary  family.  His 
maternal  great-grandfather  was  the 
very  eminent  Dr.  William  Wotton, 
well-known  in  the  learned  world  by  his 
proficiency,  when  an  infant,  in  a  great 
variety  or  languages.  His  grandfather 
and  grandmother  were  happily  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  Poet  Hay  ley,  m  an  affec¬ 


tionate  epitaph,  as — “  Mild  William 
Clarke  and  Anne  his  wife.” — Mr. 
Clarke  was  a  prebendary  of  Chichester, 
and,  amongst  other  works,  published 
“  The  Connexion  of  the  Boman, 
Saxon,  and  English  Coins.”  He  was 
also  the  friend  of  Markland  and  of 
Bowyer,  and  shines  conspicuously  in 
Nichols’s  “  Literary  Anecdotes.” 
Elis  son,  the  rev.  Edward  Clarke,  was, 
like  his  father,  a  man  of  genius  and 
an  excellent  scholar,  and  published 
“Letters  on  the  Spanish  Nation,” 
and  various  minor  works.  He  died  in 
1786,  leaving  three  sons  ;  1.  The  rev. 
James  Stanier  Clarke,  LL.D.  chaplain 
and  librarian  to  his  present  majesty, 
and  now  canon  of  Windsor ;  2.  Dr.  E. 
D.  Clarke ;  3.  Captain  George  Clarke, 
B.N.  who  was  unfortunately  drowned 
off  Woolwich,  in  1805,  from  his  gene¬ 
rous  anxiety  to  save  his  friend  Mr. 
Peters ;  and  one  daughter,  married  to 
captain  Parkinson,  B.N. — The  subject 
of  this  notice  was  educated  at  Jesus 
College,  Cambridge ;  took  the  degree  of 
B.A.  1790;  M.  A.  1794;  and  became 
senior  fellow  of  that  college.  Soon  after 
taking  his  degree,  Mr.  Clarke  accom¬ 
panied  the  present  lord  Berwick  abroad, 
and  remained  for  some  time  in  Italy. 
He  became  acquainted  at  College  with 
Mr.  J.  M.  Cripps,  with  whom,  in  1799, 
he  set  out  on  an  extensive  tour  through 
Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Lapland, 
Finland,  Bussia,  Tartary,  Circassia, 
Asia  Minor,  Syria,  Palestine,  Egypt, 
Greece,  and  Turkey,  and  returned 
from  Constantinople,  in  1802,  through 
Germany  and  France.  These  travels 
have  rendered  his  name  so  celebrated 
throughout  Europe,  that  to  enter 
into  any  description  of  them  is  need¬ 
less.  They  have  excited  the  dor¬ 
mant  spirit  of  curiosity  in  many  a 
resident  of  this  country,  who  has 
followed  eagerly  the  steps  of  Dr. 
Clarke,  and  has  invariably  borne  tes¬ 
timony  to  the  accuracy  and  the  fidelity 
of  his  narrative.  Dr.  Clarke  has  some¬ 
where  mentioned  all  the  excellencies 
which  must  unite  to  form  a  perfect 
traveller — he  must  have  the  pencil  of 
Norden,  the  pen  of  V olney,  the  learn¬ 
ing  of  Pococke,  the  perseverance  of 
Bruce,  the  enthusiasm  of  Savary.  Of 
all  these,  Dr.  Clarke  united  in  his  own 
person  by  far  the  greater  share.  No 
difficulties  in  his  progress  were  ever 
allowed  to  be  insuperable ;  and  upon 
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all  occasions  he  imparted  to  others  a 
portion  of  his  own  enthusiasm.  The 
University  of  Cambridge  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.D.  as  an 
honorary  mark  of  their  approbation, 
and  acknowledgment  for  the  services 
rendered  to  their  public  libraries  and 
literary  institutions,  in  contributing 
to  them  the  fruits  of  his  extensive 
travels.  Among  these  contributions 
may  be  considered  as  the  most  distin¬ 
guished,  the  celebrated  manuscript  of 
the  works  of  Plato,  with  nearly  100 
other  volumes  of  manuscripts,  and  the 
colossal  statue  of  the  Eleusinian  Ceres, 
respecting  which  Dr.  Clarke  published 
a  very  learned  treatise  upon  its  being 
placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  library.  But  that  which  added 
most  to  his  literary  reputation,  was  a 
Dissertation  on  the  famous  Sarco¬ 
phagus  in  the  British  Museum, 
which  Dr.  Clarke  caused  to  be  surren¬ 
dered  to  the  British  army  in  Egypt, 
and  which  he  has  proved,  from  accu¬ 
mulated  evidence,  to  have  been  the 
tomb  of  Alexander. — It  would  be  un¬ 
pardonable,  in  this  enumeration,  to 
neglect  to  mention  a  very  large  and 
valuable  collection  of  minerals,  made  by 
him  during  his  travels.  This  splendid 
collection,  it  is  thought,  will  be  purchas¬ 
ed  by  the  university.  A  rare  and  valua¬ 
ble  assortment  of  plants  likewise,  several 
of  which  were  procured  from  the  cele¬ 
brated  professor  Pallas  in  the  Crimea, 
distinguished  the  industry  and  taste 
of  this  gentleman.  Greek  medals  also 
engaged  his  attention,  when  he  was 
abroad  ;  and  many,  which  adorned  his 
cabinet,  are  of  singular  rarity.  Lord 
Berwick  has  in  his  possession  a  curious 
model  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  formed  on 
the  spot  by  Dr.  Clarke,  with  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  an  Italian  artist,  of  the 

very  materials  of  the  mountain _ A 

few  years  since,  for  his  amusement 
during  a  stay  he  made  at  Brighton, 
Dr.  Clarke  wrote  and  published  some 
periodical  papers  under  the  title  of 
u  Le  Reveur,”  which  were  afterwards 
bound  up  in  a  duodecimo  volume. 
— Not  long  after  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  Dr.  Clarke  married  Angelica, 
daughter  of  sir  William  Beaumaris 
Rush,  and  being  already  in  holy 
orders,  was  instituted  to  the  rectory 
of  Harlton,  Cambridgeshire.  In  1806 
he  commenced  lectures  on  mineralogy 
ip  the  University  of  Cambridge.  In 


1808  a  professorship  was  founded  for 
the  encouragement  of  that  science, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the  chair. 
Natural  history  was  his  earliest  and 
most  favourite  study,  and  that  peculiar 
branch  of  it  which  refers  to  the  mineral 
kingdom,  soon  engrossed  the  whole  of 
his  attention.  His  lectures  on  this 
subject  attracted  and  gratified  numer¬ 
ous  pupils.  His  knowledge  of  his 
subject  was  extensive;  his  elucidation 
clear  and  simple  ;  and  in  the  illustra¬ 
tions,  which  were  practically  afforded 
by  the  various  and  beautiful  specimens 
of  his  minerals,  he  was  peculiarly 
happy.  Most  of  those  specimens  he 
had  himself*  collected,  and  they  seldom 
failed  to  give  rise  to  the  most  pleasing 
associations  by  their  individual  lo¬ 
cality.  We  may  justly  apply  to  him 
in  the  delivery  of  his  lectures,  what 
is  engraven  on  the  monument  of 
Goldsmith,  “  Nihil,  quod  tetigit,  non 
ornavit.”  Of  the  higher  qualities  of 
his  mind,  of  his  force  and  energy  as  a 
Christian  preacher,  the  University  of 
Cambridge  can  bear  honourable  testi¬ 
mony  ;  as  was  evinced  by  crowded 
congregations  whenever  he  filled  the 
pulpit*  In  proof  of  the  very  great 
estimation  in  which  Dr.  Clarke  was 
held  by  foreigners,  we  may  refer  to 
the  various  honorary  societies,  in 
which  his  name  stands  enrolled  ;  and 
we  may  safely  say,  that  to  no  one  per¬ 
son  has  the  University  of  Cambridge 
been  more  indebted  for  celebrity 
abroad  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
than  to  her  late  librarian. 

The  remains  of  Dr.  Clarke  were  in¬ 
terred  in  J esus  College  Chapel  on  the 
18th  of  March ;  preceded  by  the  mas¬ 
ter  (the  vice  chancellor)  and  the  dean, 
and  followed  by  his  private  friends, 
the  fellows  of  the  college,  and  many 
members  of  the  senate.  The  service 
was  performed  by  the  master  and  the 
dean. — Dr.  Clarke’s  publications  were  : 
— “  Testimony  of  different  Authors 
respecting  the  colossal  statue  of  Ceres, 
placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  public 
library  at  Cambridge,  with  an  account 
of  its  removal  from  Eleusis,  Nov.  22, 
1801,”  1803,  8vo. — “  The  Tomb  of 
Alexander,  a  Dissertation  on  the  Sar¬ 
cophagus,  brought  from  Alexandria, 
and  now  in  the  British  Museum,” 
1805,  4to. — “  A  Methodical  Distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  Mineral  Kingdom,”  1807, 

fol _ “  A  Letter  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
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the  British  Museum,”  1807,  4to. — 
44  Description  of*  the  Greek  Marbles 
brought  from  the  shores  of  the  Euxine, 
Archipelago,  and  Mediterranean,  and 
deposited  in  the  Vestibule  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Library,  Cambridge,”  1809, 
8vo. — 44  Travels  in  various  Countries 
of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,”  Part  I. 
containing  Russia,  Tartary,  and  Turn¬ 
key,  4to.  1810;  Part  II.  Greece, 
Egypt,  and  the  Holy  Land.  Section 
the  First,  4to.  1812 ;  Section  the  Se¬ 
cond,  1814;  Part  III.  Denmark,  &c. 
Section  the  First,  1819. — 44  A  Letter 
to  Herbert  Marsh,  D.D.  in  reply  to 
Observations  in  his  Pamphlet  on  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,” 
1811,  8vo. 

Lately,  at  his  parsonage,  after  a 
lingering  illness,  the  very  rev.  Tho¬ 
mas  Kipling,  D.D.  dean  of  Peterbo¬ 
rough,  rector  of  Holme,  and  vicar  of 
Holme,  in  Spalding  Moor,  Yorkshire. 
He  was  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge ;  B.  A.  1768,  M.  A.  1771,  B.D. 
1779;  D.D.  1784;  and  was  elected 
deputy  regius  professor  of  divinity. — 
This  learned  divine,  in  1793,  ren¬ 
dered  himself  obnoxious  to  a  refractory 
party  in  the  university,  by  accepting 
the  office  of  promoter  or  prosecutor  in 
tiie  case  of  Mr.  Frend,  fellow  of  Jesus 
College,  against  whom  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  proceed  judicially  for  his 
attack  upon  the  established  church. 
The  expulsion  of  that  gentleman  for 
his  offence  and  contumacy,  brought 
upon  the  deputy  professor  a  shower  of 
abuse  from  the  zealots  for  innovation, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  Dr.  Edwards, 
who  took  occasion,  when  the  Codex  of 
Beza  came  out,  to  assail  both  the  pre¬ 
face  and  the  editor  with  a  virulence 
which  amounted  to  personal  hostility. 
Dr.  Kipling  was  charged  with  igno¬ 
rance  and  want  of  fidelity,  but  though 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  edition  is 
inferior  to  the  magnitude  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking,  still  no  candid  person  will 
justify  the  scurrility  of  the  Socinian 
critic.  As  a  reward  for  his  labours, 
and  some  consolation  for  the  mortifi¬ 
cations  which  he  had  experienced  in 
the  discharge  of  his  public  duty,  Dr. 
Kiplino-  was  made  dean  of  Peterbo¬ 
rough.— His  works  are  : — 44  The  Ele¬ 
mentary  parts  of  Dr.  Smith’s  Com¬ 
plete  System  of  Optics,”  1778,  4to — - 
44  Codex  Theodori  Bezac  Cantabri- 
giensis,  Evangelia  et  Apostolorum 


Acta  complectens,  Quadratis  LiterH 
Greco-Latinis,”  1793,  2  vols.  folio. — 
44  The  Articles  of  the  Church  of 
England  proved  not  to  be  Calvin- 
istic,”  1802,  8vo.  This  pamphlet  hav¬ 
ing  been  remarked  on  by  a  writer 
under  the  signature  of  Academicus, 
drew  forth  a  defence  by  a  friend  to  Dr. 
Kipling,  supposed  to  be  the  doctor  him¬ 
self. — “  Certain  Accusations  brought 
lately  by  the  Irish  Papists,  against 
British  and  Irish  Protestants,  exa¬ 
mined,”  1809,  8vo.  —  Dr.  Kipling 
preached  the  Boyle’s  Lectures  in 
1792,  but  never  printed  the  course. 

16.  In  Heather’s-buil dings,  in  the 
East  Pallant,  Chichester,  84,  Mr. 
Harry  Smith,  well  known  by  the  ap¬ 
pellation  of  44  The  ’Squire.”  He  was 
a  complete  sportsman  of  the  old  school 
—skilful  in  the  use  of  the  cross  and 
long  bows,  and  at  all  athletic  exercises 
— an  adept  at  the  single-stick  and 
quarter-staff,  which  last  he  would,  till 
lately,  turn  with  astonishing  celerity. 
A  well-known  fact  of  his  prowess  in 
the  last-named  exercise  we  subjoin: 
In  1779,  a  serjeant  of  Elliott’s  Light 
Horse  who  was  reputed  one  of  the 
best  swordsmen  of  the  day,  being 
then  at  Chichester,  challenged  his 
sword  against  44  The  Squire’s”  staff, 
to  draw  the  first  blood;  many  are 
living  who  saw  the  encounter ;  when, 
at  the  expiration  of  four  minutes, 
44  The  Squire”  gave  his  adversary  the 
end  of  his  staff*  in  his  forehead,  which 
laid  him  fiat  on  his  back,  and  gained 
the  victory.  The  staff,  which  is  seven 
feet  ten  inches  in  length,  is  now  pre¬ 
served,  and  has  thirteen  cuts  of  the 
sword  in  it. 

In  Tylney-  street,  May-fair,  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age,  sir  Henry 
Charles  Englefield,  bart.  The  family 
of  Englefield  derived  its  name  from 
the  village  of  Englefield,  near  Beading 
in  Berkshire.  The  manor  of  Engle¬ 
field  was  held  under  the  baronial 
family  of  Somery  in  1272,  and  probably 
at  a  much  earlier  period,  by  the  very 
ancient  family  of  Englefield.  The 
subject  of  this  notice  was  the  eldest 
of  the  five  children  of  sir  Henry  En¬ 
glefield,  bart.  by  his  second  wife, 
Catherine,  daughter  of  sir  Charles 
Bucke,  bart. ;  slie  died  May  30,  1805. 
He  succeeded  his  father  in  the  baron¬ 
etage  May  25,  1780 ;  but  we  regret 
to  add,  that  the  title  is  now  extinct. 
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Sir  Henry  Englefield  was  an  excellent 
chemist,  a  profound  antiquary,  an  able 
mathematician,  a  finished  classic,  and 
in  fact  there  was  hardly  any  depart¬ 
ment  of  literature  or  science,  in  which 
he  did  not  excel.  It  would  be  unjust 
to  omit,  that  the  mental  endowments, 
which  furnished  such  varied  sources  of 
refined  pleasure  to  himself,  were  ren¬ 
dered  equally  advantageous  and  inte¬ 
resting  to  others,  by  the  medium  of  a 
correct  and  easy  style,  the  ornament 
of  elegant  manners,  and,  above  all,  by 
innumerable  instances  of  his  amiable 
and  benevolent  disposition.  He  was 
elected  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
1778  ;  and  fellow  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries  in  the  following  year.  Of 
this  latter  society  he  proved  himself  a 
highly  useful  and  valuable  member ; 
as  his  numerous  contributions  to  the 
Archseologia  bear  ample  witness.  He 
was  many  years  one  of  the  vice-presi¬ 
dents  ;  and,  on  the  death  of  the  late 
marquis  Townshend,  w’as  elected  pre¬ 
sident — a  Avell-deserved,  but  short¬ 
lived  honour,  for  his  religious  senti¬ 
ments  being  the  alleged  barrier  to  his 
re-election,  the  earl  of  Aberdeen  was 
chosen  in  his  room.  After  this  he 
retired  from  all  active  concern  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Society.  He  was  also  a 
fellow  of  the  Linnsean  Society.  Con¬ 
tributions  from  his  pen  may  also  be 
found  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
lioyal  and  Linnsean  Societies,  in  Ni- 
colson’s  Journal,  Tilloch’s  Magazine, 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Institu¬ 
tion,  and  the  Society  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce- 

21.  At  Epping  Vicarage,  the  rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Conyers,  vicar  of  Epping  and  of 
Walthamstow,  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
after  a  severe  illness  of  five  months. 

23.  In  his  71st  year,  Joseph  Ashe, 
esq.  son  of  the  late  John  Ashe,  esq. 
and  brother  to  the  rev.  S.  Ashe,  many 
years  rector  of  Langley  Burrell,  Wilts. 

25.  Mr.  Thomas  Nixon,  warden  of 
the  Fleet  Prison,  he  expired  suddenly 
while  sitting  in  the  lodge:  medical 
aid  was  immediately  procured,  but 
•was  of  no  effect  in  restoring  animation. 

At  Worlingham-hall,  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  Robert  Sparrow,  esq.  in  his 
81st  year. 

27.  In  the  47th  year  of  his  age,  sir 
Alexander  Boswell,  bart.  of  Auchin- 
leck.  His  death  was  in  consequence 
of  a  wound  received  in  a  duel  with  J. 


Stuart,  esq.  of  Duncarn,  which  took 
place  on  the  26th  at  Auchtertool  in 
Fifeshire.  Sir  Alexander  was  second¬ 
ed  by  the  hon.  J.  Douglas,  and  Mr. 
Stuart  by  the  earl  of  Rosslyn. — The 
parties  fired  by  signal,  when  sir 
Alexander  was  mortally  wounded  in 
the  right  shoulder.  Sir  Alexander 
was  carried  to  Balmuto  House,  the 
seat  of  the  hon.  lord  Balmuto,  at  no 
great  distance  from  which  the  duel 
took  place,  where  he  died.  The  ball 
by  which  the  wound  was  inflicted  en¬ 
tered  the  right  shoulder,  broke  the 
clavicle  of  it,  and  injured  the  spine. 
Every  medical  assistance  was  imme¬ 
diately  rendered  by  Dr.  Wood  and 
Mr.  Liston,  and  afterwards  by  Dr. 
Thomson.  It  appears  that  one  of  the 
partners,  who  had  conducted  the  news¬ 
paper  published  in  Glasgow,  called 
“  The  Sentinel,”  having  been  impri¬ 
soned  for  debt,  on  being  liberated, 
immediately  went  and  got  possession 
of  various  papers  belonging  to  the  co¬ 
partnership,  and  delivered  them  to 
Mr.  Stuart  or  his  agent.  One  of  these, 
severely  handling  the  private  charac¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Stuart,  was  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  sir  Alexander,  who  was  on 
his  return  from  attending  the  funeral 
of  his  brother  in  London,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  communication  from  the  earl 
of  Rosslyn,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Stuart, 
which  led  to  the  fatal  event. 

At  her  residence,  in  Durford-street?, 
Stonehouse,  after  a  severe  illness,  Mrs. 
Blaxton,  relict  of  the  late  lieutenant 
Henry  Blaxton,  R.N.  and  sister  to 
admiral  sir  Edward  Thornborough, 
K.C.B. 

At  Bath,  after  a  severe  and  linger¬ 
ing  illness,  the  lady  of  sir  George 
Gibbes,  M.D. 

29.  After  a  painful  illness,  lady 
Elton,  wife  of  sir  Abraham  Elton, 
bart.  of  Clevedon  Court,  Somerset¬ 
shire. 

At  his  house,  in  Russell-square, 
Samuel  Yate  Benyon,  esq.  one  of  his 
majesty’s  counsel/ 

30.  At  his  house,  in  Red  Lion 
Square,  Samuel  Keene,  esq. 

At  his  house,  in  Bloomsbury-squarq, 
sir  John  Silvester,  bart.  recorder  of 
London,  in  his  76th  year.  He  had 
been  dining  the  preceding  day  with 
the  duke  ot  York,  and  retired  to  bed 
in  good  spirits  at  about  12.  o’clock, 
and" the  next  morning  was  found  dead. 
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owing,  it  is  supposed,  to  a  spasmodic 
attack  which  had  seized  him  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  Sir  John  had 
been  very  infirm  for  several  years. 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  re¬ 
corder,  by  Newman  Knowlys,  esq. 
common  serjeant,  who  was  unanimously 
elected  on  the  10th  of  April. 

Aged  81,  Father  Giuseppe  liacagni, 
a  distinguished  Italian  naturalist,  who 
was  born  at  Tarazzi,  in  Voghera,  in 
1741.  He  Avas  author  of  a  Theory  of 
Fluids,  1779,  and,  in  1807,  produced  a 
mathematical  Avork,  in  Avhich  he  solved 
the  problems  of  se\reral  former  writers. 
The  museum  of  the  Brera  at  Milan, 
is  highly  indebted  to  his  exertions  and 
zeal  in  its  behalf. 

At  Dresden  M.  Uber,  an  eminent 
musical  composer,  author  of  several 
fine  oratorios,  &c  ,  and  director  of  the 
band  at  the  theatre. 


APRIL. 

1.  At  Bagbrooke  rectory,  near 
Northampton,  H.  B.  Harrison,  esq. 
eldest  son  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Harrison, 
A  B.  and  student  of  Christ  church, 
Oxford. 

2.  At  Dorking,  aged  84,  Catherine, 
relict  of  thelaterev.  Owen  Manning,  of 
Godaiming,  Surrey. 

3.  In  the  Strand,  aged  14,  Sidney, 
the  third  son  of  the  late  William 
Davies,  esq.  of  the  house  of  Cadell  and 
Davies. 

5.  John  Longley,  esq.  resident  ma¬ 
gistrate  of  the  Thames  police-office, 
and  formerly  recorder  of  Rochester. 

6.  At  Pentonville,  aged  61,  John 
Leigh,  esq.  for  30  years  an  eminent 
merchant  at  Lisbon. 

7.  At  Ipswich,  most  sincerely  re¬ 
gretted,  Isabella  Catherine,  relict  of 
the  late  William  Thomson,  esq.  of  the 
hon.  East  India  company’s  service, 
and  eldest  daughter  of  the  rev.  Wm. 
Whinfield,  rector  of  Ramsey,  and 
Dover  -  court  -  cum  -  Warwick,  in  the 
county  of  Essex. 

9.  At  his  house  at  Hammersmith, 
in  his  68th  year,  Richard  Radford, 
esq.  one  of  his  majesty’s  justices  of 
peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

10.  In  Clarges -street,  Caroline,  wife 
of  Dr.  Cloves. 

11.  In  Upper  Norton-street,  Robert 
Wilson,  esq.  late  superintending  sur¬ 


geon  in  the  East  India  Company’s 
service,  on  the  Bengal  establishment. 

12.  In  Portland-place,  in  his  77th 
year,  after  a  gradual  decay,  and  a 
short  illness  occasioned  by  an  acciden¬ 
tal  fall,  sir  Nathaniel  Conant,  knt.  He 
Avas  born  at  Hastingleigh  in  Kent,  of 
Avhich  place  his  father,  the  rev.  John 
Conant  (of  Pembroke-hall,  Oxford, 
M.A.  1730),  was  rector  from  1734,  and 
vicar  of  Elmstead  from  1736,  till  his 
death,  April  9,  1779.  He  was  great 
grandson  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  John 
Conant,  regius  professor  of  diAunity, 
and  head  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 
in  1649;  afterwrards  archdeacon  of 
Norwich,  and  vicar  of  All  Saints, 
Northampton,  near  Avhich  place  he 
possessed  considerable  property,  part 
of  which  is  still  in  the  family.  He  was 
an  eminent  divine,  and  a  distinguished 
author  of  sermons,  of  which  several 
volumes  were  published ;  and  many 
others,  with  a  life  of  him  by  his  son, 
the  rev.  John  Conant,  of  Merton-col- 
lege,  Oxford,  B.  and  D.C.L.  1683,  re¬ 
main  in  the  possession  of  his  descend¬ 
ants.  Some  interesting  anecdotes  of 
him  may  be  seen  in  Chalmer’s  “  Bio¬ 
graphical  Dictionary  and  an  elegant 
testimonial  to  the  remarkably  early 
learning  of  the  famous  linguist,  Dr. 
William  Wotton,  in  the  “  Literary 
Anecdotes,”  vol.  4,  p.  255.  He  died 
in  1693,  aged  86.— Sir  Nathaniel  was 
brought  up  at  Canterbury  school,  and 
intended  for  business,  Avhich  however 
he  early  relinquished,  and  in  1781, 
was  placed  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace  for  Middlesex.  He  was  the  first 
who  suggested  the  idea  of  the  new 
establishment  of  the  police  in  1792, 
and  was  very  instrumental  in  forward¬ 
ing  the  design.  He  was  thereupon 
appointed  one  of  the  magistrates  at 
Marlborough-street  office,  Avhere  he 
continued  till  1813,  when  he  became 
chief  magistrate  of  Bow- street,  and 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 
That  situation  he  resigned  in  1820, 
on  account  of  the  declining  state  of 
his  health.  He  possessed  a  very  clear 
understanding  and  promptness  in  de¬ 
cision,  which,  added  to  a  great  mild¬ 
ness  of  disposition  and  manner,  pecu¬ 
liarly  fitted  him  for  the  situation  he 
held,  and  AATere  evinced  on  many  try¬ 
ing  occasions,  Avhen  he  was  intrusted 
Avith  the  particular  confidence  of  go¬ 
vernment.  He  married  Sarah,  eldest 
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daughter  of  John  Whiston,  of  Fleet- 
street,  bookseller,  and  grand-daughter 
of  William  Whiston,  the  celebrated 
scholar  and  mathematician.  her 

he  had  four  children,  now  living  ;  and 
he  was  buried  near  her  in  Finchley 
church,  Middlesex. 

13.  At  his  house  in  Berners-street, 
Henry  Delamain,  esq.  in  his  94th  year. 

At  his  residence,  Broom-farm,  Ted- 
dington,  John  Stephenson,  esq.  in  his 
81st  year. 

16.  Suddenly,  in  his  69th  year, 
John  Green,  esq.  of  Highbury-park, 
Islington,  and  Hinckley,  Leicester¬ 
shire. 

18.  At  Southampton,  George  Tate, 
esq.  of  Burleigh-hall,  in  the  county  of 
Leicester,  and  of  Longdown  Hants. 

29.  At  his  house  in  the  City  Road, 
captain  A.  F.  Baillie,  R.N.  aged  90. 

At  the  Heralds’-college,  in  his  92nd 
ear,  sir  Isaac  Heard,  garter  principal 
ing  at  arms,  which  office  he  had  filled 
since  April,  1784. 

At  Paris, of  apoplexy, in  his  65  th  year, 
Louis  Emmanuel  Aime  Damesme, 
an  architect  of  eminence,  who,  at  an 
early  age,  was  appointed  inspector  of 
the  buildings  at  Bagatelle,  and  St. 
Germain ;  and  was  afterwards  em¬ 
ployed  upon  the  barriers  of  Paris, 
under  Ledoux.  He  also  executed 
several  important  works,  among  the 
principal  ones  of  which,  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  two  elegant  theatres,  namely, 
that  of  the  Societe  Olimpique  at  Paris, 
and  the  new  theatre  at  Brussels.  The 
prison  at  the  latter  city,  which  was 
also  built  by  M.  Damesme,  is  reckon¬ 
ed  a  chef  d’oeuvre  of  its  kind. 

MAY. 

2.  At  Wellington,  Shropshire,  the 
right  hon.  lady  Eleanor  Elizabeth 
King,  daughter  of  Edward  earl  of 
Kingston,  m  her  60th  year. 

5.  At  his  house,  in  Hill-street, 
Berkeley-square,  in  his  68th  year,  the 
hon.  and  most  rev.  William  Stuart, 
archbishop  of  Armagh,  and  lord  pri¬ 
mate  of  all  Ireland.  His  death  was  occa¬ 
sioned  by  a  mistake,  in  administering 
a  quantity  of  laudanum  instead  of  a 
draught  which  had  been  previously 
prescribed.  His  lordship  having 
expressed  some  impatience  that  the 
draught  had  not  arrived,  Mrs.  Stuart 


inquired  of  the  servants  if  it  had 
come ;  and  being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  she  desired  it  might  be 
brought  to  her  immediately.  The 
under  butler  went  to  the  porter,  and 
demanded  the  draught  for  his  master. 
The  man  had  just  before  received  it, 
together  with  a  two  ounce  phial  of* 
laudanum  for  his  own  use,  which 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  taking 
occasionally,  in  small  quantities,  for  a 
disease  with  which  he  was  afflicted. 
Most  unluckily,  in  the  hurry  of  the 
moment,  instead  of  giving  the  draught 
intended  for  the  archbishop,  he  acci¬ 
dentally  substituted  the  bottle  which 
contained  the  laudanum.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  mistake  was  discovered  ; 
upon  which  Mrs.  Stuart  rushed  from 
the  presence  of  the  bishop  into  the 
street,  with  the  phial  in  her  hand.  So 
much  was  she  under  the  influence  of 
terror  in  the  first  instance,  that,  in¬ 
stead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  the 
apothecary’s  house,  through  Gibbs’s 
stable-yard,  she  ran  up  Bonnett’s 
stable-yard,  where  there  is  no  tho¬ 
roughfare.  Mr.  Jones,  the  apothecary, 
was  fortunately  at  home,  and  having 
procured  the  usual  antidotes,  lost  not 
a  moment  in  accompanying  Mrs. 
Stuart  back  to  Hill-street,  where  he 
administered  to  his  lordship,  now  al¬ 
most  in  a  state  of  stupor,  the  strongest 
emetics,  and  used  every  means  which 
his  skill  and  ingenuity  could  suggest 
to  remove  the  poison  from  his  stomach, 
all  without  effect.  The  deceased  was 
fifth  and  youngest  and  last  surviving 
son  of  John,  earl  of  Bute.  He  was 
translated  from  the  see  of  St.  David’s 
to  the  primacy  of  Ireland,  in  Dec. 
1800.  The  remains  of  his  lordship 
were  interred  in  the  family  mausoleum 
of  the  earl  of  Bute,  at  Luton,  near 
Dunstable,  in  Bedfordshire. 

8.  At  Long’s  hotel,  Bond-street, 
aged  57,  Matthew  Russell,  esq.  M.P. 
of  Brancepeth-castle,  in  the  county  of 
Durham. 

10.  At  the  house  of  major  Sneyd, 
Upper  Brook-street,  lieutenant -colonel 
Brownrig. 

11.  In  Burton-crescent,  Margaret 
Augusta,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Delacour. 

13.  At  East  Mailing,  Kent,  in  her 
88th  year,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Norris, 
daughter  of  John  Norris,  esq.  formerly 
of  Hempstead,  in  the  same  county, 
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and  grand-daughter  of  the  right  hon. 
sir  John  Norris,  vice-admiral  of  Great 
Britain. 

At  Chigwell  Wells,  aged  52,  Mr. 
James  Basire,  engraver  to  the  Royal 
and  Antiquarian  societies,  for  the  latter 
of  whom  he  executed  his  splendid 
plates  of  the  English  cathedrals,  after 
the  drawings  of  Mr.  John  Carter.  For 
several  years  he  was  the  person  prin¬ 
cipally  entrusted  with  engraving  the 
plates  illustrative  of  the  various  par¬ 
liamentary  records  and  reports.  He 
was  particularly  patronized  by  that 
eminent  and  zealous  antiquarian,  the 
late  Richard  Gough,  esq.  who  be¬ 
queathed  him  a  legacy  of  500 1.  Both 
his  grandfather  and  father  were  of  the 
same  profession,  and  he  has  left  a  son 
who  has  already  displayed  great  ability 
in  the  same  line. 

At  North  wood  rectory,  the  rev. 
.Thomas  Dalton,  D.D.  rector  of  Caris- 
brook  and  North  wood,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  of  Harting,  in  Sussex, 
aged  88. 

At  Milton-house,  near  Peterbo¬ 
rough,  in  her  75th  year,  after  a  pro¬ 
tracted  illness,  the  countess  Fitzwil- 
liam.  Her  ladyship  was  Charlotte 
Ponsonbv,  youngest  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam,  second  earl  of  Besborough,  and 
his  lady,  Caroline  Cavendish,  eldest 
daughter  of  William,  third  duke  of 
Devonshire. 

15.  Aged  62,  Charlotte,  wife  of 
Samuel  Welch,  esq.  of  Bromley  Com¬ 
mon,  Kent. 

17.  At  Woodland  Villa,  near  Bath, 
Hugh  Smythe,  esq.  third  son  of  the 
late  sir  Ed  ward  Smythe,  bart.  of  Acton 
Burnall,  and  Mary,  daughter  of  Hugh 
lord  Clifford.  In*  1803, ^  Mr.  Smythe 
married  Lucy,  second  daughter  and 
co-heiress  of  the  late  Edward  Sulyarde, 
esq.  of  Haughley-park,  Suffolk. 

18.  At  Burton-hall,  Yorkshire,  in 
her  25th  year,  Henrietta,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  rev.  C.  Wyvifl. 

19.  In  her  36th  year,  Mary,  the 
lady  of  Thomas  Belt,  esq.  of  New 
Boswell-court,  barrister  at  law. 

20.  In  Gloucester-place,  at  the 
house  of  his  son-in-law,  Wm.  Thomp¬ 
son,  esq.  M.P.  Samuel  Homfray,  esq. 
of  Coworth-house,  Berkshire,  in  his 
61st  year. 

21.  AtGreenroyd-house.near  Ripon, 
Eliza,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 


sir  J.  J.  Smith,  bart.  of  Newland-park, 
Yorkshire. 

22.  At  Blashford-house,  Ringwood, 
Hants,  the  rev.  Christopher  Taylor, 
D.D.  aged  80. 

25.  At  Staindrop,  aged  92,  Mrs. 
Dent,  grandmother  of  the  countess  of 
Strathmore. 

At  her  house,  in  Lower  Brook-st., 
in  her  77th  year,  her  grace  the  dowager 
duchess  of  Grafton,  widow  of  Henry 
Augustus,  duke  of  Grafton,  and 
daughter  of  the  very  rev.  sir  Richard 
Wrottesley,  bart.  dean  of  Windsor. 

26.  At  her  house,  in  Plertford-street, 
May-fair,  after  a  long  illness,  the 
dowager  countess  Grey,  in  her  78th 
year.  Her  ladyship  was  only  daughter 
of  George  Grey,  esq.  of  Southwark,  in 
the  county  of  Durham,  and  widow  of 
general,  the  right  hon.  Charles,  first 
earl  Grey,  K.B. 

27.  At  Sunderland,  in  his  43rd  year, 
Henry  Fearon,  M.D.  This  gentle¬ 
man  may  justly  be  said  to  have  been 
an  ornament  to  the  medical  profession 
since,  to  strong  intellect,  and  superior 
scientific  attainments,  he  united  un¬ 
usual  benevolence,  and  the  most  cha¬ 
ritable  attention  to  the  indigent  poor. 

28.  In  Printing-house-square,  aged 
48,  James  Brownley,  esq.  eldest  son  of 
the  late  Mr.  B.  of  Wych-street.  At 
the  age  of  14  he  was  apprenticed  to  an 
upholsterer.  When  he  had  been  but  a 
few  years  at  the  business,  he  mani¬ 
fested  distinguished  proofs  of  su¬ 
perior  taste  and  fancy  in  the  decorative 
branches  of  his  occupation,  and,  upon 
a  competition  taking  place  for  designs 
of  a  palanquin,  and  other  articles,  to 
be  sent  as  presents  to  the  king  of  Da- 
homy  by  the  government, or  the  African 
company,  those  submitted  by  young 
Brownley  obtained  a  decided  prefer¬ 
ence.  Before  he  completed  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship  he  became  an  eminent 
connoisseur,  in  the  architectural,  pic¬ 
torial,  and  graphic  arts  ;  and,  in  he¬ 
raldic  lore, there  were  few  who  surpassed 
him.  He  made  an  equally  premature 
progress  in  general  literature,  being 
gifted  with  a  wonderful  quickness  of 
apprehension  and  a  prodigious  memory. 
His  extensive  knowledge,  the  liveli¬ 
ness  of  his  fancy,  the  amenity  of  his 
manners,  and  his  correct  but  easy  and 
unaffected  elocution,  made  his  society 
be  generally  courted,  before  he  arrived 
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ut  a  state  of  manhood.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  temptations  which  thus  early 
beset  him,  having  had  the  benefit  of  a 
strictly  religious  education,  he  entered 
upon  life  with  a  determined  resolution 
to  pursue  that  path  of  industry  which 
his  parents  had  selected  for  him.  But 
the  anguish  of  disappointed  love  over¬ 
powered  his  purpose.  He  sought  re¬ 
lief  to  his  wounded  spirit  in  convivial 
society,  and  he  speedily  shone  as  a  lu¬ 
minary  of  the  first  order  among  the 
wits  and  orators  of  the  club  of  “  Bril¬ 
liants,”  in  Chandos  street.  In  the 
year  1799  he  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  club  of  “  Eccentrics/’ 
in  May’s-buildings,  St.  Martin’s- 
lane,  which  he  occasionally  frequent¬ 
ed  until  within  a  few  weeks  of  his 
decease,  and  of  which,  during  the 
period  of  23  years,  he  continued  to 
be  the  most  distinguished  ornament. 
— About  the  period  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  “  the  Eccentrics”  he  became 
acquainted  with  a  gentleman  con¬ 
nected  with  the  press,  who  prevailed 
upon  him  to  accept  an  engagement  as 
a  parliamentary  reporter,  and  general 
contributor  to  a  daily  paper.  It  is 
almost  superfluous  to  say,  that,  in 
every  department  of  his  new  profession, 
he  stood  pre-eminent.  With  the  late 
Mr.  R.  B.  Sheridan,  accident  brought 
him  acquainted  about  the  year  18U7, 
and  an  intimate  friendship  resulted 
from  their  casual  interview,  which 
terminated  only  with  the  existence  of 
Mr.  Sheridan.  They  frequently  spent 
several  days  together  in  rural  excur¬ 
sions,  and  Mr.  Sheridan  was  often 
heard  to  declare  that  they  were  the 
happiest  days  of  his  life.  Mr.  Brown¬ 
ley  was  in  politics  a  whig  ;  in  religion, 
a  Presbyterian  of  the  cfiurch  of  Scot¬ 
land.  But,  in  both,  whilst  he  held 
fast  his  own  tenets,  he  displayed  the 
utmost  liberality  towards  those  who 
conscientiously  dissented  from  him. 
With  the  sincere  Deist  he  would 
argue ;  but,  in  the  most  boisterous 
moments  of  hilarity,  he  suffered  no 
man,  with  impunity,  to  crack  a  joke 
at  the  expense  of  Christianity,  or  to 
impugn  the  fundamental  principles  of 
morality.  He  was  enabled,  by  a  small 
patrimonial  inheritance,  and  a  liberal 
pension  from  an  old  friend  and  patron, 
to  pass  the  latter  period  of  his  life  in  as 
much  comfort  as  his  declining  health 
would  permit. 


At  his  house,  in  Rutland-square, 
Dublin,  his  grace  the  archbishop  of 
Cashel. 

The  right  rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Lewis 
O’Beirne,  bishop  of  Meath.  This 
divine  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Longford,  in  Ireland,  about  the  year 
1748.  Being  of  a  Catholic  family,  his 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  sent  him, 
with  his  brother  John,  to  St.  Omer’s, 
with  a  view  to  the  priesthood.  The 
latter  complied  with  his  father’s 
wishes  ;  but  Thomas,  having  taken 
the  liberty  of  investigating  the  grounds 
of  his  religion,  saw  reasons  enough  for 
renouncing  the  creed  in  which  he  had 
been  bred,  in  favour  of  that  of  the 
established  church.  He  also  entered 
into  orders  in  that  communion  ;  anil* 
it  is  a  singular  fact,  that  the  trvo  bro¬ 
thers  officiated,  after  a  lapse  of  years, 
in  the  same  diocese,  the  one  as  a  zea¬ 
lous  parish  priest  of  the  Romish  per¬ 
suasion,  and  the  other  a  prelate  of 
the  Protestant  establishment.  Mr. 
O’Beirne,  of  whom  we  are  now  speak¬ 
ing,  became,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  American  war,  chaplain  in  the 
fleet  under  lord  Howe,  with  whom  he 
was  a  great  favourite,  as  well  as  with 
his  brother  the  general.  The  calami¬ 
tous  fire  at  New  York  in  1776,  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  displaying  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity  in  the  most 
consolatory  manner,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  preach  at  St.  Paul’s  church, 
the  only  one  in  New  York  which  had 
been  preserved  from  the  flames.  His 
discourse  was  very  highly  and  justly 
praised.  On  his  return  from  America, 
when  the  conduct  of  lord  Howe  and 
his  brother  sir  William  Howe  became 
the  subject  of  general  animadversion 
and  parliamentary  inquiry,  Dr. 
O’Beirne  published  a  pamphlet  in 
vindication  of  them.  About  this  time, 
also,  to  recommend  himself  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  the  opposition,  he  wrote  a 
spirited  pamphlet  in  their  favour* 
called  “  The  Gleam  of  Comfort,” 
which  possessed  much  merit.  His  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Howes  introduced 
him  to  the  late  duke  of  Portland, 
whom  he  accompanied  as  private  se¬ 
cretary  to  Ireland,  in  1782.  On  that 
occasion,  however,  Dr.  O’Beirne  ob¬ 
tained  no  preferment;  but  the  year 
following  his  patron  presented  him  to 
two  valuable  livings  in  Northumber¬ 
land  and  Cumberland.  W  lion  earl 
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Fitzwilliam  went  to  Ireland,  he  took 
the  doctor  with  him  as  his  first  chap¬ 
lain  ;  soon  after  which  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  bishopric  of  Ossory,  from 
which,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Maxwell, 
he  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Meath. 
His  publications  are  as  follows : — “  The 
Crucifixion,  a  Poem,”  1776,  41o. — 
44  The  Generous  Impostor,  a  Comedy,” 
1780,  8 vo. — Series  of  Essays  in  a 
Daily  Newspaper,  under  the  signature 
of  a  Country  Gentleman,  1780. — 44  A 
short  History  of  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  anonymous,”  8vo.  — 
4<  Considerations  on  the  late  disturb¬ 
ances,  by  a  consistent  Whig,”  1781, 
8vo. — 44  Considerations  on  the  Princi- 

Sles  of  Naval  Discipline  and  Courts 
fartial,”  1781,  8v0 — 44  The  Ways  of 
God  to  be  vindicated  only  by  the 
Word  of  God,  a  sermon,”  1804,  8vo. 
44  A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy 
of  his  Diocese,”  1805,  8vo. — “A  Ser¬ 
mon  preached  in  the  parish  church  of 
Kells,  Dec.  5,  1805.” — 44  A  Sermon 
preached  in  the  chapel  of  the  Mag¬ 
dalen  Hospital,  April  23,  1807,”  8vo. 
— 44  Sermons  on  important  Subjects, 
with  Charges,”  1813,  8vo. 


JUNE. 

1.  In  his  25th  year,  William  Davie, 
esq.  twin-brother  of  sir  John  Davie, 
bart.  of  Greedy,  in  the  county  of 
Devon. 

3.  Suddenly,  at  his  seat,  Englefield- 
green,  Berks,  the  right  hon.  viscount 
Bulkeley.  In  the  morning  previous 
to  his  decease  his  lordship  complained 
of  a  sore  throat,  but  intended  to  have 
come  to  town  for  the  purpose  of  enter¬ 
taining  a  party  at  his  residence  in 
Stanhope-street,  May-fair. 

5.  At  the  Grove,  near  Durham, 
after  a  short  illness,  George  Stephen 
Kemble,  esq.  aged  65.  The  last  time 
of  his  appearing  on  the  stage  was  the 
20th  of  the  preceding  month,  when 
he  performed  the  character  of  sir 
Christopher  Curry,  in  Inkle  and 
Yarico. 

6.  At  Aschaffenburg,  in  his  76th 
year,  Carl  Mey,  inventor  ofthephello- 
plastic  art,  or  the  process  of  forming 
architectural  models  of  ruins  and  an¬ 
cient  buildings,  in  Cork. 

7.  At  Sudborough,  Northampton¬ 
shire,  in  his  66th  year,  the  rev.  sir 


Thomas  Hewett,  bart.  many  years 
rector  of  that  place. 

At  his  residence,  Pinner-green- 
lodge,  Middlesex,  Daniel  WilHshen, 
esq.  in  his  79th  year. 

8.  At  Ealing-park,  aged  72,  Mrs. 
Fisher,  relict  of  the  late  Cuthbert 
Fisher,  esq. 

The  right  hon.  Horatio  Walpole, 
earl  of  Qrford,  baron  Walpole  of  Wol- 
terton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and 
baron  Walpole,  of  Walpole,  A.  M.  and 
high  steward  of  Lynn  llegis.  His 
lordship  was  born  July  24th,  1752,  and 
succeeded  his  father  Feb.  24th,  1809. 
He  is  succeeded  by  his  son,  Horatio 
Walpole,  now  earl  of  Orford. 

9.  At  her  grandfather’s  (the  earl  of 
Tankerville,)  aged  13,  Elizabeth  Mary, 
second  daughter  of  the  hon.  and  rev. 
William  Beresford,  and  lady  Anne 
Beresford,  and  grand- daughter  of  the 
late  archbishop  of  Tuam. 

10.  Jane,  the  wife  of  John  Joseph 
Gurney,  esq.  of  Earlham-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk. 

11.  At  his  house,  North- end,  Ful¬ 
ham,  in  his  43rd  year,  John  McAdams, 
esq.  late  of  Gerrard-street,  Soho-sq. 

14.  At  her  house,  Duke-street, 
Westminster,  in  her  97th  year,  Mar¬ 
garet  Bankes,  relict  of  H.  Bankes,  esq. 
of  Kingston,  Hull,  and  mother  of  H. 
Bankes,  esq.  M.P. 

At  Highgate,  Maria,  eldest  daughter 
of  William  Domville,  esq. 

Colonel  George  Evans,  fourth  son 
of  the  late  Thomas  Evans,  esq.  of 
Knightsbridge. 

15.  At  Nantwich,  in  Cheshire,  in 
his  72nd  year,  George  Cappur,  esq. 

17.  At  his  residence,  in  Manchester- 
square,  aged  79,  the  most  hon.  Francis 
Ingram  Seymour  Conway,  marquis 
and  earl  of  Hertford,  K.G.  earl  of 
Yarmouth,  viscount  Beauchamp, 
baron  of  llagley,  of  Conway,  and  of 
Killultagh,  late  lord  high  chamberlain 
of  the  king’s  household,  and  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Custos  Kotulorum  of  War¬ 
wickshire.  He  was  born  in  1743,  and 
is  succeeded  by  his  only  son,  the  earl 
of  Yarmouth,  in  his  titles  and  vast 
wealth.  The  entailed  estates  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  nearly  90,000A  per  annum. 
His  remains  were  removed  on  the 
24th,  for  interment  in  the  family  vault, 
at  llagley,  Warwickshire. 

19.  At  Sandgate,  in  Kent,  Elizabeth, 
only  surviving  daughter  of  the  late 
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Thomas  Boone,  esq.  of  Lee,  in  the 
same  county,  and  niece  of  the  late 
Charles  Boone,  esq.  of  Berkeley-sq. 

Mrs.  Grosvenor,  relict  of  the  late 
Richard  Earle  Grosvenor,  esq.  of 
Charborough  park,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset.  The  circumstances  of  this 
lady’s  death  were  very  remarkable  : — - 
she  had  attended  to  give  evidence  be¬ 
fore  a  magistrate,  against  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Taylor,  for  a  violent  outrage, 
as  she  was  taking  an  airing  in  her  car¬ 
riage  ;  he  having  insisted  upon  getting 
up  behind  to  ride,  and  actually  pulled 
down  the  servant  standing  there.  The 
prisoner  was  a  very  powerful  man ; 
nor  was  he  secured  without  extreme 
difficulty.  On  his  examination  he  re¬ 
quested  to  be  permitted  to  speak  with 
Mrs.  G.,  when  he  pleaded  so  powerfully 
on  behalf  of  his  wife  and  children,  that 
the  lady  was  so  greatly  affected  as  to 
be  seized  with  a  fit ;  went  into  convul¬ 
sions  ;  and,  by  the  time  that  medical 
aid  could  be  procured,  expired. 

25.  At  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk,  very 
suddenly,  of  an  aneurism  of  the  heart, 
Thomas  Girdlestone,  M.D.  an  eminent 
physician  of  that  place  for  30  years. 
He  was  born  at  Holt  in  that  county 
in  1758.  Besides  a  number  of  papers 
inserted  in  different  medical  journals, 
and  some  separate  professional  publi¬ 
cations,  Dr.  G.  produced  a  translation 
of  Anacreon,  a  work  on  the  author  of 
Junius’s  Letters,  &c. 

At  Gordon’s-hotel,  Hunter  Blair, 
esq.  M.P. 

In  Devonshire-square,  lady  Maria 
Blizard,  wife  of  sir  William  Blizard. 

At  Islington,  Mr.  T.  Headen,  in 
his  24th  year. 

26.  At  Falmouth,  on  his  return 
from  the  Ionian  islands,  capt.  Moody, 
of  the  36th  regiment. 

At  the  Pulteney-hotel,  Piccadilly, 
after  a  long  illness,  the  lady  of  H.  P. 
Collins,  esq.  late  of  Hatch-court,  near 
Taunton,  and  sister  of  sir  T.  B.  Leth¬ 
bridge.  bart. 

30.  In  Baker-street,  Julia,  eldest 
daughter  of  Richard  Rush,  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  minister  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  the  United  States. 

At  Rhynie,  Aberdeenshire,  the  rev. 
James  Milne,  aged  79. 

At  Belleyne,  near  Killarney,  aged 
25,  Christina,  wife  of  Daniel  Cronin, 
jun.  esq.  and  daughter  of  John  Colts- 


man,  esq.  of  Hinde-street,  Manchester- 
square. 

After  an  illness  of  more  than  six 
months,  E.  T.  A-  Hoffmann,  one  of 
the  most  original  and  witty  writers  of 
Germany.  His  chief  productions  are 
44  Phantasienstucke  in  Callots  Ma- 
nier  44  Kater  Murr  44  Princessin 
Brambilla,”  and  44  Meister  Floh 
which  last  appeared  just  before  his 
death.  He  was  also  a  distinguished 
musician. 

After  a  long  illness,  succeeded  by 
apoplexy,  prince  Augustus,  reigning 
duke  of  Saxe  Gotha  and  Altenburg. 
He  is  succeeded  by  his  brother,  prince 
Frederick. 

At  Leghorn,  in  her  17th  year,  Mary, 
youngest  daughter  of  John  Falconer, 
esq.  his  majesty’s  consul  general  for 
Tuscany. 

At  Barroda,  in  the  East  Indies,  in 
his  31st  year,  and  17th  of  his  service, 
captain  John  Brough,  of  the  Bombay 
European  regiment,  and  commanding 
a  division  of  the  Poonay  auxiliary 
horse,  eldest  son  of  captain  Brough,  of 
the  county  of  Carlow  Militia. 

In  consequence  of  a  fracture  of  the 
neck  of  the  os  femoris ,  occasioned  by 
his  falling  down  m  his  laboratory, 
abbe  Hauy,  the  celebrated  mineralo¬ 
gist.  This  eminent  naturalist  dis¬ 
covered  the  laws  which  govern  nature 
in  her  formation  of  crystals ;  in  which 
respect  he  maybe  classed  with  Newton, 
and  the  few  other  great  men,  who 
have  succeeded  in  tracing  the  most 
secret  operations,  and  in  unveiling  the 
mysteries  attending  the  phenomena 
of  the  physical  world. 

At  his  native  town  of  Pesaro, 
count  Giulio  Perticari,  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  literary  characters  of  Italy. 
He  was  born  August  1779,  and  spent 
his  early  days  at  the  college  of  Fano. 
In  1801,  he  went  to  Rome,  with  the 
intention  of  studying  jurisprudence  ; 
but  his  taste  for  the  Belles  Lettres 
soon  diverted  him  from  so  dry  a  pur¬ 
suit. — At  the  age  of  30,  he  married  the 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  Monti,  and 
afterwards  joined  with  his  father-in- 
law,  in  his  great  work  on  the  Italian 
language.  Not  to  mention  his  various 
contributions  totheBiblioteca  Italiana, 
his  first  principal  publication  was 
44  Sopra  gli  Autori  del  Trecento,’* 
which  called  forth  numerous  clamours 
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from  the  Tuscan  critics.  To  these 
Perticari  answered  by  an  essay — 
“  Dell  ’Amor  Patrio  di  Dante.”  The 
Italians  entertained  great  hopes,  that 
his  classical  pen  would  yet  be  em¬ 
ployed  on  a  worthier  subject.  And 
even  his  literary  antagonists  are  the 
foremost  to  regret  his  loss. 


JULY. 

2.  At  Kingsbridge,  in  her  76th 
year,  Ann  Pollexfen  Prossor,  widow 
of  the  late  captain  Prossor,  of  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  division  of  marines,  and  last 
surviving  child  of  John  Drake,  esq. 
late  collector  of  the  customs  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  sister  to  sir  John  Savery 
Drake,  bart.  (at  whose*  death  the  title 
became  extinct)  and  lineal  descendant 
of  the  great  sir  Francis  Drake,  the  first 
circumnavigator. 

At  Pay -house,  Woodford,  after  a 
lingering  illness,  aged  18,  Henry, 
third  son  of  J.  P.  Furrier,  esq. 

John  Peid,  M.D.  of  Grenville-st., 
Brunswick-square,  late  senior  physi¬ 
cian  to  the  Finsbury-dispensary.  This 
respectable  and  ingenious  practitioner 
was  a  native  of  Leicester,  where  his 
family  have  long  been  settled  in  re¬ 
pute.  He  was,  we  believe,  intended  for 
the  ministry  among  the  protestant  dis¬ 
senters,  but  an  inclination  to  the  study 
of  medicine  overruled  that  intention, 
and,  with  the  particular  encouragement 
of  the  late  Dr.  Pulteney,  he  pursued 
his  medical  studies  with  great  dili¬ 
gence  and  advantage  at  Edinburgh. 
On  taking  his  degree,  he  settled  in 
London,  and  obtained  the  appointment 
of  physician  to  the  Finsbury  dispen¬ 
sary,  a  very  honourable  but  laborious 
situation,  wFich  he  resigned  after 
holding  it  for  several  years.  Dr. 
Reid  wras  well  known  as  a  popular 
lecturer  on  the  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine ;  and  also  as  the  reporter  of 
the  state  of  diseases  in  the  Monthly 
Magazine,  which  department  he  un¬ 
dertook  after  it  had  been  conducted 
through  three  or  four  volumes  by  Dr. 
"Willan.  Besides  these  reports,  which 
would  make  an  interesting  volume  if 
collected  and  enlarged,  the  doctor 
printed  u  An  Account  of  the  Savage 
Youth  of  Avignon,  translated  from 
the  French,”  12mo.  1801.—“  A  Trea¬ 


tise  on  the  Origin,  Progress,  ancT 
Treatment  of  Consumption,”  8vo. 
1806. 

Mrs.  Hewlett,  wife  of  the  rev.  John 
Hewlett,  B.D.  rector  of  Hilgay,  and 
morning  preacher  at  the  Foundling 
hospital. 

At  Chester,  in  his  42nd  year,  Mr. 
Boult,  tobacco  manufacturer  of  that 
city  ;  his  death  was  occasioned  by  the 
bursting  of  a  steam  engine  four  days 
before,  while  himself  and  four  of  his 
men  were  standing  near  it.  Mr.  B. 
was  thrown  with  nis  breast  upon  a 
grindstone,  and  while  in  this  situation, 
a  heavy  beam  fell  upon  his  back.  The 
explosion  was  so  tremendous  that  it 
shattered  the  windows  of  all  the  ad¬ 
joining  houses :  one  of  the  men,  Richard 
Wildman,  was  so  hurt  that  he  expired 
the  evening  before  Mr.  B. 

3.  The  rev.  Charles  Probv,  rector 
ofStanwick,  in  the  countv  of  North- 
ampton,  and  a  prebendary  of  the 
cathedral  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  John  White,  formerly  of  Not¬ 
tingham,  and  father  of  the  late  Henry 
Kirke  White,  aged  72. 

4.  At  her  house,  in  Albemarle-st.t 
the  hon.  Mrs.  Lane  Fox,  relict  of  the 
late  James  Lane  Fox,  esq.  of  Bram- 
ham-park,  Yorkshire.  Mrs.  Fox  was 
Maria  Pitt,  second  daughter  of  the 
late,  and  sister  to  the  present  lord 
Rivers,  and  to  lady  Ligonier. 

5.  At  Gosport,  W.  Page,  esq. 
father-in-law  to  sir  John  Dugdale 
Astley. 

The  rev.  Richard  Littlehales,  rector 
of  Lopham,  Norfolk. 

6  In  his  82nd  year,  the  rev.  Colston 
Carr,  LL.B.  vicar  of  Ealing. 

7.  At  his  residence  in  Mark  lane, 
aged  74,  John  Inglis,  esq.  of  the  firm 
of  Inglis,  Ellice,  and  Co.  and  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  East  India  Com¬ 
pany.  He  destroyed  himself  with  a 
pistol,  having  some  time  past  evidently 
betrayed  symptoms  of  mental  derange¬ 
ment. 

In  Welbeck-street,  lady  Blair,  wife 
of  sir  Robert  Blair,  K.C.B. 

8.  At  Chester,  the  rev.  James  Ire¬ 
land,  M. A.  of  Trinity  college,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  head  master  of  the  grammar- 
school  in  Chester,  rector  of  Thurs- 
taston,  and  one  of  the  minor  canons 
of  the  cathedral ;  and  uncle  of  the  rev. 
George  Ireland,  of  Westbury,  Wilts,. 
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At  tile  presidency  of  Calcutta,  after 
a  short  but  severe  illness,  in  the  53rd 
year  of  his  age,  the  rev.  Thomas  Fan- 
shaw  Middleton,  D.D.  F.E.  S.  His 
lordship  was  in  the  full  possession  of 
his  health  on  the  preceding  Tuesday, 
when  he  visited  the  college.  On  the 
day  of  his  death,  he  was  considered  to 
have  passed  the  crisis  of  his  disorder, 
and  to  be  out  of  danger ;  at  half  past 
seven  he  was  thought  much  better 
than  before,  but  at  eight  he  was  seized 
with  a  violent  paroxysm  of  fever,  and 
at  eleven  o’clock  he  expired,  to  the 
great  grief  of  all  who  had  the  honour 
of  his  acquaintance. — Dr.  Middleton 
was  born  in  Jan.  1769,  at  Kedleston 
in  Derbyshire,  and  was  the  only  child 
of  the  rev.  Thomas  Middleton  of  that 
place.  He  was  educated  at  Christ’s 
Hospital,  under  the  rigid  discipline  of 
the  rev.  James  Bowyer,  who  has  been 
not  inaptly  termed  the  Busby  of  that 
establishment.  Here  he  was  con¬ 
temporary  with  sir  Edward  Thornton, 
our  present  ambassador  to  the  court  of 
Sweden ;  the  rev.  George  Bichards, 
D.D.  F.R.S.  author  of  the  Aboriginal 
Britons,  and  Bampton  Lectures  ;  and 
Mr.  Coleridge  the  poet,  from  whose 
fertile  pen  has  issued  a  just  tribute  of 
gratitude  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of  their 
tutor. — From  Christ’s  Hospital  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  upon  one  of  the  school  exhibi¬ 
tions,  to  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge, 
wrhere  he  took  the  degrees  of  B.A. 
1792;  M.  A.  1795  ;  and  B.  and  D.D.  in 
1808. — In  March  1792,  after  taking 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  and  being  ordained 
deacon  by  the  then  bishop  of  Lincoln 
(Dr.  Pretyman),  he  entered  upon  his 
clerical  duties  at  Gainsborough.  In 
1794  he  was  selected  by  Dr.  John 
Pretyman,  archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  and 
brother  of  the  bishop,  to  be  tutor  to 
his  two  sons ;  and  it  was  probably  to 
this  circumstance  that  he  was  indebted 
for  the  future  patronage  of  the  bishop, 
who  presented  him,  in  1795,  to  the 
rectory  of  Tansor,  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Dr. 
John  Potter,  to  the  see  of  Killala,  in 
Ireland.  About  this  time  he  publish¬ 
ed  a  periodical  essay  without  his 
name,  intituled,  “  The  Country  Spec¬ 
tator.” — In  1797  Dr.  Middleton  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
John  Maddison,  esq.  of  Gainsborough, 
and  of  Alvingham,  co.  Lincoln.  — In 
1793  he  published,  “  The  Blessing 


and  the  Curse;  a  Thanksgiving  on 
occasion  of  Lord  Nelson’s  and  other 
victories ;”  and  in  1802  obtained  from 
his  former  patron,  the  consolidated 
rectory  of  Little  Bytham,  with  Castle 
Bytham  annexed,  which  he  held  with 
Tansor  by  dispensation. — In  1808  Dr. 
Middleton  established  his  reputation 
as  a  scholar  by  the  publication  of  his 
celebrated  u  Treatise  on  the  Doctrine 
of  the  Greek  Article,  applied  to  the 
Criticism  and  the  Illustration  of  the 
New  Testament ;”  and  the  following 
year,  “  Christ  Divided,  a  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Visitation  of  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Lincoln.” — In  1810  he  began 
to  act  as  a  magistrate  for  the  county  of 
Northampton;  but  in  1811  resigned 
his  livings  in  that  county,  upon  being 
presented  by  the  same  generous  patron, 
to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Pancras,  Mid¬ 
dlesex,  and  Puttenham,  Flerts ;  and 
shortly  after  took  up  his  residence  at 
the  vicarage-house,  Kentish  Town.— 
In  April  1812  he  was  collated  by 
the  bishop  of  Lincoln,  to  the  arch¬ 
deaconry  of  Huntingdon  ;  and  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year,  he  directed 
his  attention  to  the  deplorable  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras,  in 
which  he  found  a  population  of  up¬ 
wards  of  50,000  persons,  with  only  the 
ancient  very  small  village  church, 
which  could  not  accommodate  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  more  than  300.  On  this 
occasion  he  published  u  An  Address 
to  the  Parishioners  of  St.  Pancras, 
Middlesex,  on  the  intended  Applica¬ 
tion  to  Parliament  for  a  New  Church,” 
8vo.  Dr.  Middleton  caused  a  bill  to  be 
brought  into  parliament,  for  powers 
to  erect  a  new  church,  and  by  this 
measure  rendered  himself  an  object  of 
malignant  hostility,  especially  to  the 
Dissenters,  by  w  hose  zealous  persever¬ 
ance  the  bill  was  lost  in  the  debate 
upon  the  second  reading. — In  1813, 
the  rev.  C.  A.  Jacobi,  a  German  divine, 
having  been  appointed  one  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  India,  Dr.  Middleton  was 
requested  to  deliver,  before  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  a  charge  to  the 
new  missionary  previous  to  his  de¬ 
parture. — About  this  time  the  friends 
of  the  establishment  of  Christianity  in 
our  eastern  dominions,  were  very  active 
in  prevailing  upon  government  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  episcopacv  in  those  vast 
regions;  and  lord  Castlereagh,  in  a 


286  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  JS22. 

DEATHS. 


debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  East 
India  Company’s  charter,  adverted  to 
the  expediency  of  such  an  establish¬ 
ment.  It  was  subsequently  enacted, 
that  the  company  should  be  chargeable 
with  certain  salaries,  to  be  paid  to  a 
bishop,  and  three  archdeacons,  if  it 
should  please  his  majesty  by  his  letters 
patent,  to  constitute  and  appoint  the 
same.  In  the  autumn  of  1813,  Dr. 
Middleton  received  an  order  to  wait 
upon  the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire, 
president  of  the  board  of  control,  by 
whom  he  was  recommended  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  as 
the  new  bishop  of  Calcutta.  He  was 
consecrated  on  the  8th  of  May  1814, 
at  Lambeth-palace,  the  archdeacon  of 
Winchester  having  preached  the  con¬ 
secration  sermon.  On  the  17th  of  the 
same  month  he  attended  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  to  receive  their 
valedictory  address,  delivered  by  the 
bishop  of  Chester  ;  on  the  19th  he  was 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  lioyal  Society ; 
and  on  the  8th  of  June  took  his  de¬ 
parture  for  Bengal. — Upon  his  arrival 
in  India,  Dr.  Middleton  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  founding  the  Mission 
college  at  Calcutta,  for  the  following 
purposes :  1.  For  instructing  native 
and  other  Christian  youth  in  the  doc¬ 
trine  and  discipline  of  the  church  of 
England,  in  order  to  their  becoming 
preachers, catechists,  or  school-masters ; 
2.  For  teaching  the  elements  of  useful 
knowledge,  and  the  English  language, 
to  mussulmen  and  hindoos,  having  no 
object  in  such  attainments  beyond 
secular  advantage ;  3.  For  translating 
the  scriptures,  the  liturgy,  and  moral 
and  religious  tracts ;  4.  For  the  re¬ 
ception  of  English  missionaries  on 
their  first  arrival  in  India,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  the  languages — 
Towards  the  erection  and  endowment 
of  this  college,  the  society  for  promot¬ 
ing  Christian  knowledge,  the  society 
for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
foreign  parts,  and  the  society  for  mis¬ 
sions  to  Africa  and  the  East,  have 
each  contributed  5,000?. — Under  any 
circumstances,  the  death  of  such  a 
man  as  Dr.  Middleton,  would  be 
a  great  loss  to  the  profession,  of 
which  he  was  so  distinguished  an  or¬ 
nament  ;  but  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  Dissenters  are  making 
gigantic  efforts  to  overturn  the  church 


establishment,  it  has  caused  a  chasm 
that  will  with  great  difficulty  be  filled 
up. 

9.  In  Arlington-street,  lady  Frances 
Pratt,  eldest  daughter  of  the  marquis 
of  Camden.  Her  ladyship  died  very 
suddenly;  the  marquis  had  left  town 
that  day  with  his  three  younger 
daughters  and  lord  Brecknock,  for  his 
seat,  the  Wilderness,  Kent :  soon  after 
which  she  was  seized  with  a  violent 
shivering  fit,  supposed  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  walking  in  the  garden 
with  thin  shoes ;  from  this,  however, 
she  recovered,  but  was  attacked  about 
5  o’clock  with  another  fit,  and  expired 
in  an  hour  afterwards  in  the  presence 
of  her  afflicted  mother. 

At  Brompton,  aged  18,  Jessy  Phila¬ 
delphia,  eldest  daughter  of  major-gen. 
sir  Thomas  Sydney  Beckwith,  K.C.B. 

1 1 .  At  the  attorney-general’s,  White- 
hall-place,  Marianne  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Algernon  Eangton,  esq. 

12.  Ann,  the  wife  of  the  rev.  Dr. 
Prevost,  of  Tisbury,  Wilts. 

At  his  seat,  North-Cray-place,  Kent, 
the  hon.  Robert  Stewart,  marquis  of 
Londonderry,  viscount  Castlereagh, 
secretary  of  state  for  the  foreign  de¬ 
partment,  &c.  &c.  His  lordship 
destroyed  himself  Avith  a  small  pen¬ 
knife,  with  which  he  pierced  the 
jugular  vein  on  the  left  side  of  the 
throat,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  pro¬ 
duce  instantaneous  death.  From  par¬ 
ticulars  that  transpired  after  the  in¬ 
quest  on  the  body,  it  appears  that, 
for  some  days  he  had  laboured 
under  the  greatest  mental  agitation, 
insomuch  that  it  had  been  thought 
necessary  to  remove  every  instrument 
with  which  he  might  make  an  attempt 
upon  his  life.  This  lamentable  act 
caused  a  most  extraordinary  sensation, 
as  may  well  be  conceived,  owing  to 
the  important  offices  which  his  lord- 
ship  held  in  the  state.  As  to  his  poli¬ 
tical  character  and  abilities,  they  will 
be  very  variously  estimated  according 
to  the  prejudices  of  party;  but  of  his 
private  worth  and  his  amiable  conduct, 
in  every  circumstance  of  domestic 
life,  there  is  but  one  opinion  entertain¬ 
ed  by  those  who  have  contemplated 
him  there,  either  as  their  superior  or 
their  equal.  His  lordship  was  born 
June  18,  1769,  and  was  the  eldest  son 
of  the  late  marquis  and  his  first  wife, 
lady  Sarah  Frances  Conway,  sister  to 
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the  late  marquis  of  Hertford.  After 
the  usual  course  of  study  at  Cambridge, 
he  travelled  on  the  continent,  and 
then  entered  public  life  as  member 
for  the  county  of  Down.  He  was 
appointed  keeper  of  the  signet,  or 
privy  seal  of  Ireland,  July  25,  1797; 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury  of  Ire¬ 
land,  October  14,  of  the  same  year. 
Secretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  April  1798 :  sworn  of  the  privy 
council,  December  19,  1798.  Having 
become  a  member  of  the  imperial  par¬ 
liament  he  was  made  president  of  the 
board  of  control,  July  6,  1802,  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  likewise  promoted  to  the  high 
office  of  minister  of  war,  in  1805.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  relinquished 
this  post,  but  resumed  it  again  in 
1807,  and  held  it  till  the  Walch  eren 
expedition  and  his  duel  with  Mr. 
Canning  drove  him  once  more  from 
office.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Perceval 
in  1811,  he  obtained  that  influence, 
which  distinguished  to  its  very  close 
the  latter  period  of  his  brilliant  career. 
As  a  leader  of  the  opposition  to 
Napoleon,  and  as  the  negociator  of 
European  affairs,  in  1815,  his  lordship 
acted  one  of  the  most  important  parts 
in  the  history  of  the  present  age.  In 
1794,  he  married  Amelia  Hobart, 
youngest  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
the  late  earl  of  Buckingham.  Having 
no  issue,  his  estates  and  titles  devolve 
upon  his  brother,  lord  Stewart.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  Westminster- 
abbey,  close  to  the  grave  of  Pitt,  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th,  and  his 
funeral  was  attended  by  all  the  cabinet 
ministers  in  town. 

13.  At  Shaw-place,  near  Newbury, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ann  Andrews,  only 
sister  to  the  late  sir  Joseph  Andrews, 
bart.  and  the  last  of  his  name  and 
family. 

In  his  71st  year,  James  Oldham 
Oldham,  esq.  of  Holborn,  universally 
known  for  his  immense  wealth  (about 
400,000Z.),  and  the  conspicuous  situa¬ 
tion  which  he  filled  as  executor  of  the 
late  countess  of  Huntingdon,  who  en¬ 
trusted  to  his  charge  the  superintend¬ 
ance  of  all  the  chapels  in  her  connexion 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  also  of 
the  college  at  Cheshunt ;  a  trust 
which  he  continued  to  execute  till  his 
death. 

Mr.  John  Fry,  Bookseller  of  Bristol. 


His  extensive  acquaintance  with  old 
English  literature  had  procured  him 
no  inconsiderable  character  among  the 
Bibliographers  of  the  present  day. 

Lately,  lady  Arbuthnot,  wife  of 
colonel  sir  Hebert  ALrbuthnot,  of  the 
Coldstream  guards. 

14  At  his  house  in  Hertford-street, 
the  rev.  Thomas  Combe,  D.D.  preben¬ 
dary  of  Canterbury. 

At  his  house  near  Croydon,  aged 
84,  James  Dickson,  esq.  of  Covent 
Garden,  F.L.S-  and  vice-president  of 
the  Horticultural  Society  of  London, 
whose  attainments  in  botanical  science 
were  well  known  to  all  conversant  with 
that  study. 

15.  At  his  seat,  Fern-hill,  Berks, 
after  a  long  illness,  sir  T.  J.  Metcalfe, 
bart.  in  his  39th  year. 

23.  At  Kent  house,  Augusta  Carr, 
countess  of  Glasgow,  daughter  of  Jas. 
14th  earl  of  Errol.  Her  ladyship  was 
married  March  4th,  1788,  to  George 
Boyle,  4th  earl  of  Glasgow.  Her  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  August  3,  in  a 
vault  beneath  Mary-le-bone  church, 
where  those  of  her  son  who  died  about 
three  years  since,  were  deposited. 
The  earl  of  Glasgow  followed  as  chief 
mourner,  accompanied  by  the  earl  of 
Errol,  and  colonel  and  major  Fitz- 
clarence. 

24.  Suddenly,  at  about  half  past  one 
in  the  morning,  after  retiring  to  bed 
in  usual  health,  Barnet  Brooshooft, 
esq.  deputy  marshal  of  the  king’s-bench 
prison,  for  the  last  32  years.  On  the 
body  being  opened  after  his  decease,  it 
was  discovered  that  his  death  was  oc¬ 
casioned  by  an  effusion  on  the  brain. 
Mr.  Easton  is  the  gentleman  appointed 
to  succeed  him. 

At  Fredville,  Kent,  the  seat  of  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Plumtre,  esq 
Dr.  Pemberton,  in  his  57th  year. 

25.  Thomas  Hinton  Burley  Oldfield, 
author  of  the  Representative  History 
of  Great  Britain,  aged  67. 

At  Hampton-court,Miss  Gunthorpe, 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Gunthorpe,  esq.  of  the  island  of 
Antigua. 

At  his  house,  in  Hyde-st.,  Blooms¬ 
bury,  in  his  46  th  year,  John  Emery, 
esq.  late  of  Covent  Garden  theatre. 
This  excellent,  and  in  some  characters 
inimitable  actor,  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  admirers  ol  the  drama. 
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In  consequence  of  the  unprovided  state 
in  which  he  left  a  widow  and  seven 
children,  a  subscription  was  opened  by 
Ms  friends  for  their  relief;  and  a  play 
was  performed  for  their  benefit  at 
Covent  Garden,  on  the  5th  of  August. 
His  remains  were  interred  at  St. 
Andrew’s,  Holborn,  on  the  1st  of  Aug. 
The  benefit  and  subscription  produced 
upwards  of  2, 000^.,  but  this  sum,  con¬ 
siderable  as  it  was,  being  inadequate  to 
a  suitable  provision  for  his  family,  after 
the  liquidation  of  his  debts,  the  com¬ 
mittee  continued  to  keep  the  latter 
open  during  the  whole  month. 

At  Vauxhall,  viscountess  Falkland, 
mother  of  the  present  viscount  Falk¬ 
land,  of  the  71st  regt.  of  foot. 

26.  At  Lynn,  in  Norfolk,  aged  75, 
Mrs.  Hales,  relict  of  the  late  Robert 
Hales,  esq.  of  that  place,  and  eldest 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  the  late  sir 
John  Turner,  bart.  of  Warham,  in  the 
same  county. 

28.  At  Bexley,  in  Kent,  in  his  100th 
year,  William  Henshaw,  esq. 

29.  At  Court-lodge,  East  Farleigh, 
Kent,  aged  69,  Lucy,  the  wife  of  Geo. 
Dominicus,  esq. 

30.  After  a  week’s  illness,  at  Balls- 
park,  Herts,  the  seat  of  her  father, 
Anne,  youngest  daughter  of  lord  John 
Townsend. 

31.  At  High  Elms,  near  Farnbo- 
rough,  Kent,  the  residence  of  her  uncle, 
sir  John  William  Lubbock,  bart.  in  her 
20th  year,  Anna  Lubbock,  eldest 
daughter  of  Hugh  William  Brown, 
esq.  St.  James’s  place. 

Maria,  wife  of  JohnBeardmore,  esq. 
of  Bolton  street,  Piccadilly,  and  eldest 
daughter  of  John  Park,  esq.  of  Dean- 
street,  Soho. 

At  Porto-bello,  near  Edinburgh,  sir 
John  Macgregor  Murray,  bart.  of  Lan- 
wick-castle, Perthshire,  of  an  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  bowels. 

At  Rouen,  as  he  was  proceeding  to 
Paris,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
Abraham  Ludlow,  esq.  of  Hevwood- 
house,  Wiltshire,  for  which  county  he 
served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  in  1810, 
and  acted  as  one  of  his  Majesty’s 
justices  of  the  peace  for  upwards  of 
twenty  years,  with  the  greatest  ability 
and  integrity. 

At  Madras,  major-gen.  Fras  Aiskell, 
of  the  lion,  company’s  service. 

At  Grimsby,  Upper  Canada,  in  his 


32nd  year,  the  rev.  William  Sampson, 
of  University  college,  Oxford,  eldest 
son  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Sampson,  of  Peter¬ 
sham,  Surrey. 

At  Madeira,  whither  he  went  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  William,  eldest 
son  of  John  Wells,  esq.  of  Bickley- 
house,  Kent. 

At  St.  Denis,  on  his  way  to  Boulogne, 
Thomas  Foster,  esq.  of  Elim  estate, 
Jamaica,  and  formerly  of  the  Grove, 
Bucks,  in  his  70th  year. 

At  Florence,  the  infant,  and  only 
son,  of  lord  and  lady  Rendlesham,  who 
was  co-heir  to  the  Thellusson  property 
with  the  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Thellusson. 

At  Naples  in  his  70th  year,  Fred. 
William  Basilius,  baron  von  Ramdohr, 
Prussian  ambassador  at  Naples,  author 
of  several  writings  and  essays  on 
Archaeology  and  the  Fine  Arts,  and  of 
a  work  on  painting,  intituled  “  Uber 
Mahlerei  aus  Rom.” 

At  Breslaw,John  Gottlieb  Schneider, 
professor  in,  and  librarian  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  at  that  city,  and  knight  of  the 
order  of  the  red  eagle.  His  Greek  and 
German  Dictionary  is  become  a 
standard  work,  and  will  immortalize 
his  reputation.  The  professor  was  also 
an  excellent  naturalist. 


AUGUST. 

2.  At  Mundesley,  Norfolk,  the  rev. 
Phillip  Godfrey,  B.D.  rector  of  Avot 
St.  Lawrence,"  Hertfordshire,  and  of 
Blackland,  Wilts. 

At  the  Gray’s-inn  Coffee-house,  John 
Ellison,  esq.  in  consequence  of  falling 
from  a  window  on  the  third  floor,  by 
which  he  was  so  dreadfully  wounded 
that  he  expired  almost  instantly. 

3.  At  Oxford,  in  his  58th  year,  after 
a  lingering  illness,  sir  Christopher 
Pegge,  knt.  M.D.  of  Christ-church, 
F.R.S.  F.L.S.  regius  professor  of 
medicine  in  that  university,  master  of 
Ewelme-hospital,  formerly  fellow  of 
Oriel  college,  and  till  within  the  last 
few  years,"  an  eminent  physician  in 
Oxford.  B.A.  Feb.  23,  1786 ;  M.A. 
June  10,  1789;  B.M.  July  18,  1789; 
M.D.  April  27,  1792.  Sir  Christopher 
is  succeeded  in  the  regius  professor¬ 
ship,  with  the  mastership  ot  Ewelme 
annexed,  by  John  Kidd,  M.D.  late 
student  of  Christ-church,  Aldrichian 
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professor  of  chemistry,  and  Lee’s 
lecturer  in  anatomy. 

9.  At  Lathbury,  near  Newport 
Pagnell,  Bucks,  Mansel  Dawkins 
Mansel,  esq.  who  destroyed  himself 
with  a  pistol.  He  had  served  the 
office  of  high  sheriff  of  Bucks,  and 
was  for  many  years  an  active  magis¬ 
trate  of  that  county. — And,  on  the 
24th,  Mrs.  Mansel,  his  widow,  who 
died  through  grief  at  his  melancholy 
fate. 

22.  William  Bowen,  esq.  fourth  son 
of  the  late  G.  Bowen,  esq.  of  Lyng- 
waire,  Pembrokeshire.  He  was  run¬ 
ning,  in  Piccadilly,  to  overtake  the 
Bristol  stage,  which  had  just  left  the 
coach-office,  when  he  fell  down  oppo¬ 
site  the  Albany,  and  instantly  ex¬ 
pired. 

24.  At  Shooter’s-hill,  Kent,  in  his 
79th  year,  after  an  illness  of  only  three 
days,  general  sir  Thos.  Blomefield, 
bart. 

25.  At  Slough,  Bucks,  in  his  84th 
year,  the  distinguished  astronomer, 
sir  Wm.  Herschel,  knight  Guelph, 
F.R.S.  London  and  Edinburgh,  presi¬ 
dent  astron.  soc.  London,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  nearly  all  the  principal  scientific 
bodies  of  Europe  and  America.  This 
eminent  man  was  born  in  Germany, 
Nov.  1738.  His  father,  who  was  a 
musician,  educated  his  four  sons  to  the 
same  profession,  and  placed  William, 
at  the  age  of  14,  in  the  band  of  the 
Hanoverian  Foot  Guards.  Desirous 
both  of  improving  his  circumstances, 
and  of  rising  in  his  profession,  he  came 
over  to  England  in  1757.  Here,  after 
experiencing  many  difficulties,  he  was 
engaged  by  the  earl  of  Darlington  to 
instruct  a  military  band,  which  that 
nobleman  was  then  forming  in  the 
county  of  Durham.  In  consequence 
of  the  connexions  formed  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  he,  on  the  expiration 
of  this  engagement,  spent  several  years 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leeds,  Ponte¬ 
fract,  &c.  where  he  distinguished  him¬ 
self  in  his  profession,  and  obtained  a 
number  of  pupils.  In  1776,  he  was 
elected  organist  at  Halifax ;  a  situation 
which  he  shortly  after  relinquished  for 
the  more  advantageous  one  of  organist 
at  the  Octagon-chapel,  at  Bath. 
Notwithstanding  his  ardent  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  profession,  he  now  devoted 
all  his  leisure  to  astronomical  studies, 
to  which  he  was  led  by  having  begun 
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a  course  of  mathematical  reading  while 
at  Halifax  ;  and  he  applied  himself  to 
this  new  pursuit  with  all  the  ardour 
of  genius.  Unable — fortunately  for  both 
himself  and  the  world — to  purchase  a 
telescope  capable  of  satisfying  him,  he 
determined  upon  constructing  one 
with  his  own  hands,  and  in  1774,  first 
saw  Saturn,  in  a  five  feet  reflecting 
telescope  of  his  own  making.  Stimu¬ 
lated  by  this  success,  he  continued  to 
form  larger  reflectors,  until  he  pro¬ 
duced  one  of  twenty  feet.  In  1779  he 
began  to  examine  the  Heavens,  star 
by  star,  and  his  zeal  and  labour  were 
amply  rewarded  on  the  13th  of  March, 
1781,  by  the  discovery  of  a  new  pri¬ 
mary  planet,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Georgium  Sidus,  although  it 
is  now  more  generally  denominated 
Uranus.  This  great  discovery  fixed 
his  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  emi¬ 
nent  astronomers  of  the  age,  and 
secured  for  him  that  lloyal  patronage, 
which  enabled  him  to  apply  himself 
entirely  to  his  new  pursuit.  He  now 
removed  to  Slough,  where  he  con¬ 
structed  that  stupendous  telescope, 
which  was  a  noble  monument  of  his 

fenius,  science,  anti  perseverance. 

lis  numerous  subsequent  discoveries 
are  recorded  in  the  Transactions  of  the 
lloyal  Society.  In  1816  his  present 
majesty  conferred  upon  him  the  Guei- 
phic  order  of  knighthood.  Sir  William 
was,  like  his  nephew,  the  celebrated 
Griesbach,  an  admirable  performer  on 
the  oboe.  He  has  left  one  son,  the 
inheriler  not  only  of  his  name  but  of 
his  genius.  His  remains  were  interred 
in  Upton  church,  on  the  7th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

26.  At  Cheltenham,  lieut. -gen.  John 
Hayes,  of  the  East  India  company’s 
service. 

29.  At  Brighton,  in  her  98th  year, 
Mrs.  Dulany,  relict  of  the  hon.  Daniel 
Dulany,  many  years  secretary  of  the 
province  (now  states)  of  Maryland. 

At  Leamington,  where  he  had  been 
residing  several  months,  Mr.  Jones, 
banker,  of  the  firm  of  Jones  and 
Lloyd,  Lothbury.  He  was  sitting  in 
the  colonade  in  front  of  the  pump- 
room,  when  he  suddenly  fell  back  and 
expired  without  a  groan.  His  death 
was  occasioned  by  apoplexy. 

31.  At  her  house,  in  Park-lane, 
after  a  short  illness,  lady  Perth. 

At  the  vicarage,  Wandsworth,  m. 
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his  79th  year,  the  rev.  Robt.  Holt 
Butcher,  LL.D.  forty-four  years  vicar 
of  that  parish,  and  chairman  of  the 
bench  of  magistrates  for  the  half-hun¬ 
dred  of  Brixton. 

At  St.  Ives,  a  young  lady  aged 
about  24,  the  niece  of  the  rev.  Mr. 
Morris,  dissenting  minister  of  that 
place.  She  was  found  suspended  to  a 
nail  which  she  had  driven  for  that 
purpose  into  the  wall  of  her  bed¬ 
chamber. 

In  Green-street,  Grosvenor-square, 
in  her  91st  year,  Mrs.  Mary  Milles, 
only  surviving  sister  of  the  late  Richard 
Milles,  esq.  of  Nackington,  Kent,  and 
North  Elmham,  Norfolk. 

At  Newpass,  county  of  Westmeath, 
Isabella,  eldest  surviving  daughter  of 
the  late  George  B.  Whitby,  esq. 

At  Dublin,  in  his  66th  year,  sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty.  He  fell  from  his 
horse,  while  riding  in  the  Phoenix- 
park,  with  colonel  Thornton.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  expired  in  an  apo¬ 
plectic  fit ;  for  on  being  taken  up  and 
carried  to  the  Royal  Hospital,  he  was 
quite  dead.  Sir  S.  succeeded  general 
sir  David  Baird  as  head  of  the  staff  in 
Ireland,  the  office  of  commander-in¬ 
chief  held  by  sir  David  having  been 
abolished.  He  was  knight  grand  cross 
of  the  bath  and  colonel  78th  regt.  foot : 
was  created  knight  of  the  bath,  May 
4th,  1803 ;  and  was  second  in  command 
under  general  Whitelock,  at  Buenos 
Ayres. 

Suddenly,  at  Weisbaden  near  Frank¬ 
fort,  aged  57,  Mr.  Natale  Corri,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  music. 

At  Berlin,  Anne,  the  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  right  hon.  sir  G.  H.  Rose. 

Lost  off  Via  Reggia  on  the  coast  of 
Italy,  between  Leghorn  and  the  Gulph 
of  Spezia,  in  company  with  his  friend 
capt.  Williams,  of  the  Fusileers,  Percy 
Bysshe  Shelley,  the  author  of  Prome¬ 
theus  Unbound,  the  Cenci,  Queen 
Mab,  &c.  The  boat  in  which  they 
were,  is  supposed  to  have  suddenly 
foundered. 

At  Pernambuco,  Charles  Bowen, 
esq.  of  Chandos-street,  Cavendish- 
square. 

Off  the  South-eastern  coast  of  New¬ 
foundland,  Charles  Adolphus  Baker, 
esq.  commander  of  his  majesty’s  sloop 
Drake,  which  was  lost  upon  a  danger¬ 
ous  point  on  that  coast,  with  one-third 
of  the  crew.  It  was  in  attempting  to 


rescue  the  latter  from  destruction,  and 
in  persisting  to  superintend  their  pre¬ 
servation  on  a  rock  which  they  had 
gained,  that  this  gallant  and  humane 
officer  lost  his  life.  He  was  the  second 
surviving  son  of  Wm.  Baker,  esq.  of 
Bayfordbury,  in  the  county  of  Hert¬ 
ford. 

On  her  passage  from  Jamaica  to 
England,  the  lady  of  capt.  sir  W.  S. 
Wiseman,  hart,  of  his  majesty’s  ship 
Tamar.  Her  ladyship  was  the  third 
daughter  of  sir  James  Mackintosh, 
M.  P. 

Lately,  at  Paris,  at  an  advanced  age, 
the  Chevalier  Delambre,  member  and 
perpetual  secretary  for  the  mathe¬ 
matical  sciences  of  the  royal  academy 
x  in  Paris.  After  devoting  a  long  life 
to  the  most  useful  studies,  and  the 
practice  of  the  most  amiable  virtues, 
the  decline  of  his  health  was  hastened 
by  his  intense  application.  His  fune¬ 
ral  took  place  on  the  21st.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  procession  at  the  ceme¬ 
tery  of  the  Pere  de  la  Chaise,  several 
orations  were  pronounced  by  members 
of  scientific  academies  in  Paris.  Mons. 
Delambre  not  only  did  practical  astro¬ 
nomy  service  for  the  present  and  fu¬ 
ture,  by  freeing  it  from  the  confined 
limits  of  arithmetic,  and  uniting,  in- 
stead,  the  various  elements  which 
concur  in  the  result  of  observation,  by 
the  laws  of  their  algebraic  dependance 
. — thus  giving  to  Mayer’s  tables  a  de¬ 
gree  of  perfection  before  thought 
ideal;  but  he  also  placed  the  past 
history  of  the  science  in  a  clear  point 
of  view,  giving  to  each  progressive 
discovery  its  due  praise. 

SEPTEMBER. 

1.  At  Bodmin,  John  Waldren, 
M.D. 

6.  At  Preston-house,  near  Alnwick, 
after  a  tedious  illness,  Barbara  Chris¬ 
tiana,  sister  to  Edmund  Craster,  esq. 
high  sheriff  for  the  county  of  North¬ 
umberland. 

7.  At  his  residence,  No.  -2*  York- 
place,  Mary-le-bone,  in  his  60th  year, 
Mr.  Thornton,  an  eminent  builder. 
This  unfortunate  gentleman,  who  was 
a  man  of  considerable  property,  de¬ 
stroyed  himself  with  a  knife,  with 
which  he  inflicted  a  wound  on  the 
right  side  of  the  neck,  expiring  about 


APPENDIX.  TO  CHRONICLE.  291 

DEATHS. 


three  hours  after  the  commission  of 
the  fatal  act.  The  verdict  was, 
“  Died  in  a  state  of  temporary  de¬ 
rangement.”  After  the  departure  of 
the  coroner,  Isaac  Strong,  who  resided 
in  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  had 
been  examined  as  a  witness,  requested 
that  he  might  have  the  knife  which 
Mr.  T.  had  emplo}Ted.  This  being 
given  to  him,  he  said,  “  Gentlemen, 
it  is  now  all  settled ;  I  thank  you  for 
the  verdict  you  have  given  : — I  am  his 
natural  sou.”  On  tins  strange  con¬ 
fession,  he  was  asked  why  he  had  noc 
mentioned  that  circumstance  before; 
and  seven  of  the  jurymen  immediately 
drew  up  a  request  to  the  coroner,  that 
he  would  grant  a  fresh  inquest,  with 
this,  however,  he  said  that  he  could 
not  comply,  as  there  was  nothing  in 
what  Strong  had  said  that  could  au¬ 
thorise  such  a  proceeding. 

8.  At  Exeter,  Laura  Edwyna,  the 
lady  of  AEm.  Edward  Powell,  esq. 
M.  P.  lord  lieutenant  for  the  county 
of  Cardigan. 

9.  At  his  house,  in  Hereford-street, 
lieut.-gen.  sir  Hildebrand  Oakes,  bart. 
lieut.-gen.  of  the  Ordnance,  and  colo¬ 
nel  52nd  regt.  foot.  He  arrived  in 
town  the  preceding  Saturday  from 
Ramsgate,  where  he  had  been  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  Lord  Hill,  it  is 
said,  will  succeed  him  as  lieut.-gen.  of 
the  Ordnance. 

11.  At  her  house,  Chigwell-row, 
Essex,  Mrs.  Wilbraham,  of  Upper 
Seymour-street,  relict  of  the  late  Geo. 
Wilbraham,  esq.  of  Delamere-lodge, 
Cheshire.  She  was  riding  with  her 
daughter  in  a  low,  four-wheeled  car¬ 
riage,  when  the  horse  taking  fright, 
they  were  both  thrown  out,  and  Mrs. 
W.  received  such  a  violent  contusion 
on  her  head  that  she  continued  in  a 
state  of  complete  insensibility  until 
she  expired,  which  was  not  till  two 
days  afterwards.  Mrs.  W.  wras  second 
daughter  of  the  late  W.  Harvey,  esq. 
M.  P.  for  Essex,  and  sister  to  sir  Eliab 
Harvey,  the  present  representative 
for  that  county. 

At  Brighton,  in  her  38th  year,  Mrs. 
Cramer,  wife  of  the  celebrated  com¬ 
poser,  and  performer  on  the  pianoforte, 
J.  B.  Cramer,  esq.  after  a  long  and 
painful  illness. 

■12.  Of  cholera  morbus,  the  rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  Gauntlett,  warden  of  New 


College,  Oxford.  This  venerable  in¬ 
dividual  was  gifted  with  a  strong  in¬ 
tellect,  and  a  benevolent  heart ;  as  a 
scholar  he  was  distinguished  for  his 
classical  attainments  ;  as  a  divine,  for 
his  pure  doctrine  and  exemplary  con¬ 
duct  ;  and  as  a  governor,  by  the  regu¬ 
larity  of  his  discipline. 

13.  At  Aldenham-abbey,  Herts, 
aged  19,  Charlotte  Jemima,  third  and 
youngest  daughter  of  admiral  sir  Chas. 
and  lady  Pole. 

At  his  father’s,  at  Hemel  Hernp- 
sted,  the  rev.  Samuel  Grover,  M.A. 
fellow  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 

27. 


15.  At  Eton,  the  rev.  Edwin  Ral¬ 
lied,  tutor  to  lord  Craven’s  son.  This 
gentleman  is  another  on  that  melan¬ 
choly  list  of  suicides  which  seems  of 
late  to  be  extending  to  such  an  alarm¬ 
ing  degree. 

At  Fern-hill,  Berks,  aged  39,  sir 
Theophilus  John  Metcalfe,  bart. 

18.  At  the  rectory,  Woodstock, 
Ann,  the  wife  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Mavor. 

19.  At  Hammersmith,  the  countess 
of  Dundonald,  daughter  of  Francis 
Plowden,  esq.  barrister-at-law. 

Lately,  at  Chiswick,  in  his  61st 
year,  the  rev.  Robert  Lowth  (only  son 
of  the  late  bishop  of  London)  rector  of 
Hinton,  Hants,  and  one  of  the  pre¬ 
bendaries  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

Lately  the  rev.  sir  J ohn  Eagg,  bart. 
of  Mystole. 

22.  At  Dawlish,  Robert,  the  eldest 
son  of  sir  Robert  Chester,  of  Bush- 
hall,  Herts. 

24.  In  Chesterfield-street,  in  her 
65th  year,  Mrs.  Harriet  Milles,  sole 
surviving  daughter  of  the  late  rev. 
Dr.  Milles,  dean  of  Exeter. 

In  Arundel-street,  Strand,  Louis 
Henri  Scipio  de  Grimoard  de  Beau¬ 
voir,  count  de  Roure,  and  marquis 
de  Grisac.  This  nobleman,  who  was 
related  to  the  Irish  peerage,  in  right 
of  his  mother  the  countess  of  Cather- 
lough,  was  not  less  distinguished  by 
the  independence  of  his  character  than 
by  his  descent ;  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution,  he  espoused  the 
Republican  cause,  from  the  most  dis¬ 
interested  motives,  nor  could  any 
offers  of  emolument  and  honours  in¬ 
duce  him  to  forego  those  principles, 
when  Napoleon  liad  fixed  himself  on 
the  imperial  throne.  The  count  fre- 
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quently  employed  his  pen,  and  was  the 
author  of  many  anonymous  political 
productions  and  harangues.  His 
Nouveau  Maitre  Anglais,  was  pub¬ 
lished  at  Paris,  1816. 

In  consequence  of  a  fall  on  board 
the  Cornwall  East  Indiaman,  Charles 
de  Bable,  captain  60th  regiment,  and 
chevalier  of  the  French  order  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour. 

At  his  residence,  New  Place  House, 
Southampton,  Thomas  Conway,  esq. 
aged  £6. 

26.  James  Griffiths,  esq.  of  Stamford 
Hill,  Middlesex,  and  of  Doctors’ 
Commons,  London,  for  38  years  one 
of  the  common-council  for  the  City  of 
London. 

27.  At  Clumber,  her  grace  the 
duchess  of  Newcastle,  after  having 
been  delivered,  on  the  preceding 
Tuesday,  of  twins,  a  boy  and  girl,  the 
latter  of  whom  was  still-born,  and  the 
former  died  October  7.  Her  grace 
was  Georgiana  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
E.  M.  Munday,  esq.  of  Shipley,  in 
Derbyshire;  was  born  June  1,  1789; 
and  married  July  18,  1807.  She  had 
borne  16  children,  11  sons,  and  5 
daughters,  of  whom  nine  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  now  living.  The 
remains  of  her  grace,  and  those  of  her 
infant  son  and  daughter,  were  in¬ 
terred,  on  the  18th  Oct.  at  Bothsamsal 
church,  about  four  miles  from  the 
family  seat  at  Clumber. 

29.  At  Matlock,  in  her  80th  year, 
the  right  hon.  lady  Delaval,  of  Eord- 
castle,  Northumberland. 

30.  In  Nelson-square,  in  her  42nd 
year,  lady  Aldis. 

At  Ashford,  near  Newrath-bridge, 
John  Magee,  esq.  proprietor  of  the 
Dublin  Evening  Post,  well-known  for 
his  strong  opposition  to  government 
during  an  eventful  period  in  the  history 
of  Ireland.  In  consequence  of  the 
freedom  of  his  political  animadversions 
he  was  once  imprisoned  two  years  and 
a  half. 

At  Cork,  in  child-bed  of  twins,  Mary, 
wife  of  Matthew  Lamert,  esq.  surg. 
1st  veterans. 

At  Dublin,  aged  19,  Miss  East- 
wood,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
Eastwood,  esq.  of  that  city.  Her 
clothes  catching  fire,  as  she  was  taking 
a  tea-kettle  off*  the  fire,  in  the  absence 
of  a  servant,  she  was  so  dreadfully 


burnt,  that  she  expired  after  lingering 
two  days  in  extreme  agony. 

Mrs.  Whitley,  of  King’s  county. 
She  was  walking  in  her  garden,  when 
chancing  to  touch  a  spring-gun,  she 
received  the  shot  in  both  her  legs,  and 
was  found  quite  dead  by  her  servants 
about  half  an  hour  afterwards. 

At  Nymphsfield,  Charles  O’Hara, 
esq.  one  of  the  representatives  in  par¬ 
liament  for  the  county  of  Sligo. 

At  Barville-park,  near  Graham- 
town,  Algoa  Bay,  major-gen.  Charles 
Campbell. 

At  Valparaiso,  captain  Thos.  Gra¬ 
ham,  of  the  Doris  frigate,  husband  of 
Mrs.  Maria  Graham,  the  well-known 
authoress  of  several  popular  works, 
“  A  Journal  of  a  Residence  in  India,” 
&e. 

At  Paris,  after  a  long  and  painful 
illness,  Madame  Condorcet,  widow  of 
the  illustrious  Condorcet,  and  niece  to 
marshall  Grouchy. 

At  Tours,  aged  42,  Henry  Bache 
Thornhill,  esq.  of  Montague-place, 
Montague-square,  eldest  son  of  Bache 
Thornhill,  esq.  of  Stanton,  in  the 
county  of  Derby. 

At  Lucca1,  in  her  16th  year,  Ellen 
Grace,  only  daughter  of  lieut.- colonel 
Croft,  of  the  36th  regt. 

At  Home,  in  his  70th  year,  Cardinal 
Rigante. 

In  the  Island  of  St.  Nevis,  John 
Huggins,  esq.  in  consequence  of  a 
wound  received  in  a  duel  with  Walter 
Maynard,  esq.  president  of  that  Island. 
The  ball  entered  the  right  hip,  and 
passed  through  his  body,  and  the  un¬ 
fortunate  gentleman  (who  was  a  young 
man  of  most  amiable  character,  and 
married  about  seven  months  before) 
expired  within  an  hour  and  a  half. 

The  duke  D’Escars,  intendatft  of 
the  royal  household  to  his  majesty 
Louis  XVIII. 

At  Dieppe,  suddenly,  from  a  violent 
haemorrhage,  Don  Jose  Tiburcio  Eehe- 
varria,  a  native  of  Maracaybo  in  Co¬ 
lumbia,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the 
mission  from  the  government  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  to  Spain. 

OCTOBER. 

1.  At  the  Admiralty,  G.  Pace,  esq. 
lieut.  R.  N.  He  was  sitting  at  the 
telegraph,  of  which  he  was  director,  at 
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one  o'clock,  when  he  fell  on  the  floor 
in  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  expired  at 
about  eleven  o’clock  the  same  night. 

At  his  seat,  Westacre  High-house, 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  Anthony 
Hamond,  esq.  in  his  81st  year. 

2.  At  her  mother’s  house,  near 
Bognor,  Catherine,  wife  of  the  rev.  C. 
J.  BeAvicke,  of  Hallaton*hall,  Leices¬ 
tershire. 

Suddenly,  at  Loders,  in  Dorsetshire, 
in  his  71st  year,  the  right  hon.  sir 
Evan  Nepean,  bart.  high  sheriff  for 
that  county ;  formerly  secretary  to 
the  Admiralty  ;  and  late  governor- 
general  of  Bombay.  His  remains 
were  deposited  on  the  16th,  in  the 
family  vault  at  Loders,  Dorsetshire. 

3.  Aged  22,  Catherine,  daughter  of 
capt.  J.  Laskey,  and  niece  to  col. 
Dickinson,  of  Bath. 

4.  At  Bury,  in  his  93rd  year,  John 
Godbold,  esq.  one  of  his  majesty’s  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  one  of  the 
deputy- lieutenants  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk. 

5.  Near  Oswestry,  Henry  Andrews, 
esq.  While  shooting,  he  had  discharged 
one  barrel  of  a  double-barelled  gun, 
and  was  in  the  act  of  reloading  it, 
when  the  other  discharged  its  contents 
in  his  head,  thereby  causing  his  imme¬ 
diate  death.  Mr.  AndreAvs  had  senred 
in  most  of  the  battles  of  the  Penin¬ 
sular  war,  and  received  several  wounds. 

At  Hereford  (at  the  house  of  his 
father-in-law,  Thomas  Skyrme,  esq.) 
in  his  32nd  year,  John  Jarvis,  esq. 
one  of  the  deputy  assistant  commissa¬ 
ries  general  in  the  army. 

6.  At  his  son’s,  Sloane-street,  in  his 
71st  year,  signor  Carlo  Rovedino,  well 
known  for  Ins  musical  talents  as  a  bass 
singer.  Signor  Rovedino  came  to  this 
country  in  1777,  when  he  made  his 
debut  at  the  King’s  theatre.  He  af¬ 
terwards  went  abroad,  and  acquired 
high  celebrity  in  Italy,  Paris,  &c.  In 
1791  he  returned  hither,  and  remained 
at  the  King’s  theatre,  for  23  years. 

At  Norton-lodge,  near  Chippen¬ 
ham,  lady  Call,  relict  of  sir  John  Call, 
bart.  of  Whiteford,  Cornwall. 

Lately,  at  Ramsgate,  the  rev.  John 
Owen,  rector  of  Paglesham,  Essex, 
preacher  at  Par-street  chapel,  London, 
and  secretary  to  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society. 

9.  At  his  house,  Cumberland-place, 
New-road,  William  Dickinson,  esq. 


formerly  of  Muskham  Grange,  near 
Newark,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
and  one  of  his  majesty’s  justices  of  the 
peace.  This  gentleman  was  author  of 
tAvo  professional  works,  “  A  Guide  to 
the  Quarter  Sessions,”  and  “  A  Prac¬ 
tical  Exposition  of  the  duties  of  a  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace  of  which  latter 
work  he  completed  an  improved  edi¬ 
tion  just  before  his  decease. 

In  Exmouth-street,  Clerkenwell,  in 
his  80th  year,  Mr.  Richard  Earlom, 
the  celebrated  mezzotinto  engraver 
This  distinguished  artist  was  the  son 
of  Mr.  Richard  Earlom,  who,  for  many 
years,  and  till  his  death,  held  the  res¬ 
pectable  situation  of  vestry  clerk  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Sepulchre,  in  the  city 
of  London.  Mr.  Earlom’s  residence 
was  in  CoAv-lane,  Smithfield,  and  a 
portion  of  the  premises  Avhich  he  held 
were  occupied  by  an  eminent  coach- 
maker,  to  whom  the  state-coach  of  the 
lord  mayor  was  occasionally  taken  to 
be  repaired  and  cleaned.  The  allego¬ 
rical  paintings  which  decorate  that 
splendid  vehicle,  and  which  were,  ive 
believe,  painted  by  the  celebrated 
Cipriani,  powerfully  attracted  the  at¬ 
tention  of  young  Earlom,  who,  at 
length,  attempted  to  draAv  copies  of 
several  subjects  represented  on  the 
pannels.  He  so  far  succeeded,  as  to 
induce  his  father  to  place  him  under 
the  tuition  of  Cipriani,  to  whom,  at 
the  same  time,  the  ingenious  Mor¬ 
timer  was  a  pupil.  Here  Mr.  Earlom 
acquired  a  mastery  in  the  arts  of  de¬ 
sign,  and  soon  after  became  known  to 
the  late  illustrious  alderman  Boydell. 
Mr.  Boydell  commenced  that  noble 
career,  which  proved  so  beneficial  to 
the  arts,  and  so  honourable  to  himself, 
about  the  year  1760;  and,  in  1765,  he 
entertained  so  high  an  opinion  of  the 
abilities  of  our  young  artist,  that  he 
engaged  him  to  make  drawings  from 
the  celebrated  collection  of  pictures  at 
Houghton,  most  of  which,  also,  were 
afterwards  beautifully  engraved  by 
him,  in  mezzotinto.  In  this  branch 
of  art  Mr.  Earlom  had  been  his  own 
instructor,  and  he  introduced  into  the 
practice  of  it  improvements  and  im¬ 
plements  before  unknown.  An  oval 
print,  called  “  Love  in  Bondage.” 
after  Guido  Reni,  was  the  first  print 
he  engraved,  and  this  was  published 
by  Mr.  BoydeU  in  1767.  Mr.  Earlom’s 
fruit  and  flower  pieces,  after  VaA 
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Huysum,  have  established  his  fame  as 
the  first  artist  in  this  line.  In  history, 
“  Agrippina,”  from  the  grand  picture 
of  Mr.  West,  requires  only  to  be  no¬ 
ticed.  Many  of  his  fine  works  were 
also  done  for  Mr.  Sayer,  of  Fleet-st., 
and  his  successors  Messrs.  Laurie  and 
Whittle  ;  among  these  were  the  prints 
of  the  “  Cock-match  at  Lucknow,” 
the  “  Embassy  of  Hyderbeck  to  meet 
lord  Cornwallis,”  and  the  “  Tiger- 
hunt,  in  the  East  Indies,”  all  from  the 
pencil  of  ZofFani.  Mr.  Earlom’s  first 
and  second  part  of  the  “  Liber  Veri- 
tatis,”  after  drawings  by  Claude,  are 
beautiful  as  to  scenery  and  effect. 

13.  Captain  John  Sayers,  of  Yar¬ 
mouth,  commander  of  the  Hanger 
revenue  cutter,  lost  in  a  gale,  ofFHap- 
pisburgh,  with  twenty-nine  of  his 
crew,  all  the  persons  then  on  board. 
Capt.  S.  had  commanded  the  Ranger 
15  years. 

14.  Aged  84,  Mrs.  Welsh,  only 
sister  of  the  late  sir  R.  Welsh,  of 
Eltham,  Kent. 

15.  At  East  Sheen,  Surrey,  in  his 
64th  year,  William  Gilpin,  esq. 

16.  Aged  64,  Thomas  Boycott,  esq. 
of  Clement’s-lane,  Lombard-street, 
banker. 

16.  At  her  house  on  the  Aclelphi 
terrace,  Mrs.  Garrick,  the  relict  of  the 

British  Roscius,  in  her  99th  year _ . 

Her  maiden  name  was  Violetta,  and 
she  was  a  native  of  Vienna,  where  she 
was  a  dancer  highly  admired.  Mrs. 
Garrick  was  remarkably  beautiful  in 
her  face  and  person,  and  till  her  death 
she  retained  that  erect  deportment 
which  she  derived  from  her  original 
profession.  She  was  married  to  Gar¬ 
rick  in  1749,  and  survived  her  husband 
43  years  and  upwards,  he  having  died 
in  1779.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrick  were 
a  very  happy  couple,  and  enjoyed  the 
highest  society  in  the  kingdom,  till 
the  close  of  his  life  ;  and  it  is  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  during  the  whole  period  of 
their  marriage,  whatever  invitations 
they  received,  or  excursions  they  took, 
they  never  once  slept  asunder.  By  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Garrick,  the  library  of 
the  British  Museum  will  be  further 
enriched  by  the  addition  of  her  hus¬ 
band’s  valuable  collection  of  old  Eng¬ 
lish  plays,  besides  which,  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  statue  of  Shakspeare,  by  Roubilliac 
(of  which  the  one  over  the  fire-place 
in  the  rotunda  of  Drury -lane  theatre 


is  a  cast)  will  grace  the  hall  of  that 
national  establishment.  The  chair, 
too,  made  from  Shakspeare’s  mulberry 
tree,  will  also,  it  is  supposed,  be  there 
deposited.  It  is  richly  carved,  and 
would,  if  put  up  to  auction,  fetch  an 
enormous  price ;  as  would  doubtless, 
many  other  articles  of  virtu ,  as  having 
once  belonged  to  the  “  best  living 
commentator”  on  the  works  of  the 
bard  of  Avon.  Among  these  must 
not  be  forgotten  four  originals  by  Ho¬ 
garth,  of  the  Election.  Mrs.  Garrick 
was  interred  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
close  by  the  remains  of  her  husband, 
on  the  25th  of  October.  Her  funeral 
was  as  plain  as  possible:  the  hearse 
was  drawn  by  six  black  hors  as,  follow¬ 
ed  by  three  mourning  coaches  and 
four,  containing  relations  and  friends, 
and  the  deceased’s  private  carriage 
and  pair. — The  following  is  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  Mrs.  Garrick’s  will :  — ■  She 
leaves  to  Mrs.  Siddons  a  pair  of 
gloves,  which  were  Shakspeare’s,  and 
were  presented  to  her  late  husband 
during  the  jubilee  at  Stratford,  by  one 
of  her  (Mrs.  S.’s)  family.  To  the  thea¬ 
trical  fund  of  Drury -lane  theatre,  two 
hundred  pounds.  To  Hannah  More, 
one  hundred  pounds.  To  Christopher 
Garrick,  her  nephew,  the  gold  snuff¬ 
box,  set  with  diamonds,  given  to  her 
late  husband  by  the  king  of  Denmark. 
To  Nathaniel  Egerton  Garrick,  the 
snuff-box  given  to  her  late  husband  by 
the  duke  of  Parma.  To  her  nephew, 
Christopher  Garrick,  and  his  wife,  all 
the  plate  which  was  bought  upon  her 
marriage ;  als©  a  service  of  pewter, 
which  her  husband  used  when  a 
bachelor,  bearing  the  name  of  Garrick, 
with  a  wish  that  the  same  should  al¬ 
ways  remain  with  the  head  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  ;  also  the  picture  of  her  husband 
in  the  character  of  Richard  the  Third , 
which  was  purchased  by  her  after  her 
husband’s  decease.  To  Nathaniel 
Egerton  Garrick,  a  portrait  painted 
by  ZofFani,  of  her  husband  without  a 
wig,  which  she  bought  after  his  de¬ 
cease  of  Mrs.  Bradshaw,  to  whom  it 
had  been  given  as  a  present.  To 
dowager  lady  Amherst,  her  ring  set 
with  diamonds,  having  a  piece  of  king 
Charles’s  oak  in  it,  and  a  small  gold  box, 
used  for  keeping  black  sticking  plaister. 
To  lady  Anson,  wife  of  sir  William  An¬ 
son,  her  dejeune  set  of  Dresden  porce¬ 
lain,  and^to  sir  William  Anson,  her 
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gold  antique  cameo  ring.  To  St. 
George’s  hospital,  Middlesex  ditto, 
Lying-in  ditto,  Magdalen  ditto,  Re¬ 
fuge  ior  the  Destitute,  and  Society  for 
the  Indigent  Blind,  one  hundred 
pounds  each.  To  the  London  Orphan 
Society,  fifty  pounds.  Three  hundred 
pounds  to  be  invested  in  the  name  of 
the  vicar  of  Hampton  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  interest  expended  in  a 
supply  of  coals  for  the  poor  of  the 
parish.  —  To  archdeacon  Pott,  two 
hundred  pounds  towards  the  education 
of  the  poor  children  of  St.  Martin’s 
parish.  To  the  rev.  Mr.  Archer,  mi¬ 
nister  of  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel, 
in  Warwick  -  street,  one  hundred 
ounds ;  and  a  farther  sum  of  one 
undred  pounds  for  the  education  of 
the  charity  children  of  War  wick-street 
chapel.  There  are  innumerable  other 
legacies  of  articles  of  plate,  jewels, 
linen,  &c.  and  money  to  a  considerable 
amount,  but  of  no  material  public  in¬ 
terest.  Her  executors  are  the  rev. 
Thomas  Racket  and  Frederick  Beltz, 
esq.  To  the  former  she  leaves  books 
and  prints  to  the  value  of  one  hundred 
pounds ;  and  to  the  latter,  fifty  pounds 
in  books  and  prints,  and  one  hundred 
pounds  in  money.  After  discharging 
the  numerous  legacies,  her  debts  and 
funeral  expenses,  Mrs.  Garrick  directs 
the  residue  of  her  estate,  including  a 
bond  for  six  thousand  pounds  due 
from  the  late  and  present  duke  of 
Devonshire  to  the  late  Mr.  Garrick, 
to  be  converted  into  cash,  and  after¬ 
wards  into  Austrian  securities  for  her 
niece  Elizabeth  de  Saar,  wife  of  Peter 
de  Saar,  of  Vienna,  for  her  sole  use 
and  benefit  during  her  life,  and  after 
her  death  to  her  grand-children. 

In  York-street,  aged  79,  sir  Matthew 
Bloxam. 

Aged  75,  Mr.  Stirtevant,  glover 
and  hosier,  Ludgate-streel.  Just 
before  his  death  he  complained  of  a 
sudden  pain  in  his  chest,  and  while  a 
surgeon,  who  had  been  sent  for,  was 
bleeding  him,  he  expired. 

18.  At  his  house,  Tyndal -place, 
Islington,  Mr.  Francis  Rivington,  of 
St.  Paul’s  Church -yard. 

19.  At  his  house,  Whitehall- place, 
aged  29,  Henry  Nugent  Bell,  esq. 
student  of  the  Inner  Temple.  This 

entleman  was  author  of  the  *  Hunting- 
on  Peerage’,  a  work  in  which  he  gave 
an  interesting  narrative  of  the  pro¬ 


ceedings  by  which  he  conducted  the 
claims  of  the  present  earl. 

In  Leicester-square,  Thomas  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  esq.  M.P. 

20.  At  Kennington-place,  Vaux- 
hall,  Philip  Henry  Savage,  esq.  son  of 
admiral  Savage,  late  cant,  of  the  52nd 
regt.,  and  of  his  Majesty’s  1st  regt.  of 
life  guards,  aged  55  years. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Aubrey,  relict  of  col. 
Thomas  Aubrey,  formerly  M.P.  for 
Wallingford. 

21.  At  Romsey,  John  Latham,  esq. 
who  destroyed  himself  with  a  pistol. 

25.  In  his  66th  year,  after  an  illness 
of  4  months,  James  Sowerby,  esq. 
F.L.S.  M.G.S.  &c.,  well  known  as  the 
engraver  of  the  plates,  and  publisher 
of  English  botany,  a  work  exhibiting  a 
complete  Flora  of  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
S.  was  a  most  assiduous  cultivator  of 
natural  history,  as  is  amply  shown  by 
the  numerous  works  in  which  he  was 
engaged. 

At  his  family  seat,  Hardwick, 
Shropshire,  sir  John  Kynaslon  Powell, 
hart,  who  represented  that  county  in 
parliament  during  40  years.  He  hav¬ 
ing  left  no  issue,  his  title  and  estates 
devolve  on  his  only  brother,  the  rev. 
Edward  Kynaston,  rector  of  Kirby, 
and  Farnham,  in  Suffolk. 

29.  In  Fludyer-street,  W estminster, 
in  his  80th  year,  Richard  Frewin,  esq. 
chairman  of  the  commissioners  of 
customs  in  England. 

At  his  residence,  in  Boswell-court, 
Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  Richard  Wood- 
deson,  esq.  D.C.L.  fellow  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen- college, Oxford,  and  bencher 
of  the  honourable  society  of  the  Middle 
Temple.  He  was  born  at  Kingston- 
on  Thames,  May  15,  1745,  and  edu¬ 
cated  solely  by  his  father,  the  rev. 
Richard  Wooddeson,  who  was  for 
many  years  master  of  the  grammar- 
school  in  that  town,  and  distinguished 
as  well  by  several  elegant  poetical  com¬ 
positions,  as  by  the  formation  of  many 
eminent  scholars.  Amongst  these  may 
be  mentioned  the  late  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wakefield,  and  the  celebrated  Mr. 
George  Hardinge.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  Mr.  Wooddeson  was  entered 
at  Pembroke  college,  Oxford,  and 
shortly  after  in  the  same  year  (1759) 
elected  to  a  demy  ship  in  Magdalen- 
college,  of  which  his  father  had  been  a 
clerk,  and  his  grand-father  a  fellow 
and  an  incumbent.  He  proceeded 
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B.A.  in  1762,  and  at  the  Encceniaheld 
in  the  theatre  at  Oxford,  the  following 
summer,  he  performed  a  Latin  tria- 
logue,  with  two  other  members  of  his 
society,  in  honour  of  the  birth  of  his 
present  Majesty.  In  1766,  the  year 
after  he  had  taken  the  degree  of  M.  A. 
he  became  a  candidate  for  a  scholarship 
on  Mr.  Yiner’s  Foundation  of  Com¬ 
mon  Law,  and  being  chosen  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  voices,  was  admitted  to  the 
situation,  by  what  appears  to  have 
been  an  unusual  construction  of  the 
statutes.  Having  succeeded  in  1771, 
to  a  college  fellowship,  he  was  pro¬ 
posed  in  convocation  the  next  year,  to 
be  the  deputy  Vinerian  professor, 
which  appointment,  though  he  was 
then  rejected,  he  some  time  after  ob¬ 
tained,  and  held  for  three  years,  being 
during  that  time  only  a  scholar  on 
that  foundation.  He  succeeded,  in 
1776,  to  a  Vinerian  fellowship,  and  the 
succeeding  Spring,  on  the  resignation 
of  sir  Robert  Chambers,  was  elected 
professor  in  his  room,  after  a  sharp 
contest  in  which  he  obtained  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  five  votes  only,  over  his 
opponent,  Mr.  Giles  Rooke,  then 
fellow  of  Merton-college,  afterwards 
knighted,  and  raised  to  a  seat  on  the 
judicial  bench. 

The  duties  of  this  office  were  per¬ 
formed  by  him  (now  D.C.L.)  in  a 
laudable  and  conscientious  manner,  for 
the  space  of  sixteen  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  he  resigned  it,  not  however 
without  giving  to  the  world  a  proof  of 
his  sedulous  attention  to  the  task  im¬ 
posed  on  him,  in  two  publications ;  the 
first  in  1789,  intituled,  “  Elements  of 
J urisprudence,  treated  of  in  the  preli¬ 
minary  part  of  a  Course  of  Lectures, 
on  the  Laws  of  England  the  second 
in  1792  and  1793,  “A  Systematic 
View  of  the  Laws  of  England,  as 
treated  in  a  course  of  Vinerian  lectures 
read  in  Oxford dedicated  to  the  late 
king.  Besides  these  two  books,  nothing 
appeared  from  the  pen,  at  least  in 
the  name,  of  Dr.  Wooddeson,  except  a 
small  tract  in  1779,  called  “  A  brief 
Vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  British 
Legislature,  in  answer  to  some  posi¬ 
tions  advanced  in  a  pamphlet  intituled 
Thoughts  on  the  English  Govern¬ 
ment.” 

He  had  the  honourable  office  of 
counsel  to  the  University  of  Oxford 
for  many  years,  indeed  till  towards  the 


end  of  his  life,  though  his  silent  and 
retired  habits  confined  him  principally 
to  the  more  private,  though  not  less 
useful  duties  of  a  chamber  counsel.  As 
a  commissioner  of  bankrupts,  he  was 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  Guildhall, 
as  long  as  his  health  would  permit. 

The  acquirements  of  Dr.  W  ooddeson, 
independently  of  his  professional  know¬ 
ledge,  were  of  no  ordinary  kind,  and 
he  was  accustomed  in  early  life  to 
meet  and  associate  with  the  most  dis¬ 
tinguished  men  of  literature  of  the 
day,  who  assembled  for  a  series  of 
years  at  Mr.  Payne’s,  at  the  Mews 
gate,  amongst  whom  were  Dr.  Aken- 
side,  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  Cracherode, 
the  late  dean  of  Christ  church,  and 
the  duke  of  Leeds. 

In  the  year  1808,  when  he  was  at 
Brighton  for  his  health,  a  fire  acciden¬ 
tally  breaking  out  in  his  house  in 
Chancery-lane,  destroyed  the  whole  of 
his  property,  in  which  was  a  valuable 
library  of  books,  which  he  never  re¬ 
placed.  At  no  long  period  after  this 
misfortune,  he  was  shut  out  from  all 
active  life  by  the  increase  of  his  bodily 
infirmities,  which  he  continued  to  bear 
with  great  patience  and  cheerfulness 
till  his  77th  year,  when  he  left  the 
world  in  perfect  resignation,  and  with 
all  his  faculties  unimpaired.  He  was 
buried  in  the  benchers’  vault  in  the 
Temple  church.  In  the  disposal  of 
his  property,  he  was  induced,  by  his 
warm  feelings  of  active  benevolence, 
to  leave  sums  of  money  to  many 
charitable  institutions  ;  nor  did  he  fail 
to  acknowledge  the  kind  assistance  in¬ 
variably  afforded  him  by  his  colleagues 
in  the  commissions  of  bankrupt,  by 
numerous  testamentary  bequests,  as 
he  had  already  done  by  handsome  pre¬ 
sents  during  his  life.  To  the  univer¬ 
sity  of  Oxford  he  left  300/.  as  a  mark 
of  his  grateful  regards,  for  the  use  of 
the  Clarendon  Press;  400/.  also  to 
Magdalen  college,  of  which  he  had 
been  the  senior  fellow  for  many  years, 
down  to  the  period  of  his  decease. 

30.  In  Finsbury-square,  after  a  long 
illness,  Asher  Goldsmid,  esq.  aged 
71. 

At  Grosvenor-place,  Bath,  in  his 
60th  year,  admiral  Peter  Puget,  late 
naval  commissioner  at  Madras  and 
Trincomalee.  He  commanded  the 
Chatham  in  Vancouver’s  voyage  of 
discovery  round  the  world. 
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31.  At  Bath,  aged  59,  major-gen. 
Henry  Proctor. 

Eliza,  the  lady  of  Richard  Benyon 
de  Beauvoir,  esq.  daughter  of  sir 
Francis  Sykes,  hart,  and  only  child  of 
the  lion,  lady  Smith. 

At  Glenalbert,  Perthshire,  in  her 
100th  year,  Mrs.  Margaret  Low,  relict 
of  James  Stewart,  esq.  of  Tulloch, 
near  Blair,  who  was  captain  in  one  of 
the  Athol  regiments,  under  lord  Geo. 
Murray,  and  carried  the  royal  standard 
of  Charles  Edward,  at  Culloden.  Mrs. 
Stewart,  had  a  perfect  remembrance 
of  that  unfortunate  prince,  whom  she 
saw  at  Dunkeld,  in  1745. 

At  Scone,  the  seat  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  the  earl  of  Mansfield,  the  very 
rev.  George  Markham,  D.D.  dean  of 
York,  second  son  of  the  late  most  rev. 
Dr.  William  Markham,  archbishop  of 
York,  who  died  1807.  Dr.  Markham 
was  appointed  to  the  deanery  of  York 
in  April,  1802,  on  the  death  of  dean 
Fountayne. 

At  Edinburgh,  in  St.  James’s-sq., 
lieutenant  colonel  Smith,  late  of  the 
19th  regt. 

At  his  villa,  near  Clontarf,  viscount 
Frankfort  de  Montmorency,  one  of  his 
Majesty’s  right  hon.  privy  council, 
vice-president  of  the  Dublin  society, 
&c.  He  is  succeeded  in  his  titles  and 
estates  by  his  son,  Raymond  Lodge,  a 
minor. 

At  Dublin,  aged  87,  lady  Anastasia 
Browne,  relict  of  the  late  sir  George 
Browne. 

At  Largan,  Charles  Brownlow,  esq. 
of  Brook-street,  Bath,  father  of  C. 
Brownlow,  esq.  M.P.  for  Armagh. 

At  Florence,  aged  14,  the  second 
son  of  viscount  Dillon.  His  death  was 
occasioned  by  falling  into  a  reservoir 
of  water,  in  the  garden,  at  which 
melancholy  event  the  viscountess  his 
mother  was  present. 

At  Morges,  near  Lausanne,  shot  by 
his  gun  going  off  as  he  was  getting 
into  nis  carriage,  Charles,  the  youngest 
son  of  colonel  Dixon,  of  Rainham, 
Norfolk. 

At  Douay,  John  Zachary  Fonne- 
reau,  esq.  late  of  the  20th  regt.  foot. 

At  Calcutta,  in  his  27th  year,  capt. 
Edward  Studd,  second  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  J.  L.  Studd,  of  Swatefield  hall, 
Norfolk. 

At  Rome,  cardinal  Charles  Andre' 
;  Pelagallo. 


At  Rome,  cardinal  Gabrielli,  in  hiss 
74th  year. 

Died  at  Venice,  on  the  12th,  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  Antonio 
Canova,  one  of  the  few  great  names 
that  have  gone  abroad  into  all  the 
earth,  which  time  will  seek  in  vain  to 
obliterate.  His  illness  was  short.  He 
had  arrived  there  from  Rome  on  the 
4th,  and  felt  rather  unwell ;  he  was 
soon  after  seized  with  violent  and 
continued  vomitings,  attended  with 
convulsive  hiccough ;  not  the  smallest 
particle  of  food  would  remain  on  his 
stomach,  which  brought  on  so  great  a 
state  of  debility,  that  his  approaching 
dissolution  was  evident.  He  received 
the  intimation  with  the  greatest  com¬ 
posure,  and  died  with  tne  utmost  re¬ 
signation — making  a  codicil  to  his  will, 
ordering  his  interment  at  his  native 
place  of  Passagno,  and  leaving  his  heart 
to  be  deposited  at  the  Imperial  Royal 
Academy  of  Fine  Arts  at  Venice,  of 
which  he  had  long  been  a  member,  and 
since  chief  president.  On  the  Wed¬ 
nesday  following  the  body  was  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  cathedral  of  St.  Mark  in 
grand  funeral  procession,  attended  by 
the  governor  of  Venice,  the  president 
and  society  of  the  Belle  Arti,  and 
public  authorities,  members  of  the 
university  of  Padua,  &c. ;  and  was 
there  placed  on  a  temporary  cenotaph, 
where  a  solemn  dirge  was  performed, 
the  patriarch  archbishop  officiating. 
After  the  service  the  body  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  hall  of  the  Belle  Arti, 
where  afuneral  oration  was  pronounced 
by  his  friend,  count  Cicognara,  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  society,  the  governor, 
archbishop,  and  other  personages  being 
present.  The  count  delivered  the  speech 
with  much  eloquence  and  feeling, 
making  merited  eulogiums  on  his  cha¬ 
racter,  and  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  his 
life — adding  that  his  memory  was  en¬ 
graven  on  the  back  of  the  past  century, 
and  on  the  front  of  the  present.  This 
distinguished  artist  was  not  less  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  benevolent  and  amiable 
disposition  than  for  his  matchless 
talents.  Genius  always  found  a  patron 
and  protector  in  Canova ;  and  a  large 
portion  of  his  income,  procured  solely 
bv  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  was 
devoted  to  works  of  charity.  Canova 
was  born  at  Passagno,  a  small  village 
in  the  Venetian  territory,  ol  parents 
whose  poverty  disabled  them  from 
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giving  to  the  genius  his  earliest  youth 
isplayed,  the  usual  cultivation  or  en¬ 
couragement.  But  he  resolutely 
struggled  with  every  difficulty,  and 
finally  triumphed  over  his  fate.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  he  obtained  the 
long- wished  for  boon  of  a  small  piece 
of  marble,  and  sculptured  out  of  it  two 
baskets  of  fruit,  which  are  now  on  the 
staircase  of  the  Palazzo  Farsetti,  at 
Venice.  The  next  year,  when  only 
fifteen,  he  executed  Eurydice,  his  first 
statue,  in  a  species  of  soft  stone,  called 
Pietro  Dolce,  found  in  the  vicinity  of 
Vicenza;  and  three  years  after,  Or¬ 
pheus,  both  of  which  are  in  the  Villa 
Falieri,  near  Asolo,  a  town  about  fifteen 
miles  from  Treviso.  His  first  group 
in  marble,  that  of  Daedalus  and  Icarus, 
he  finished  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and 
brought  with  him  to  Home,  where  he 
vainly  solicited  the  patronage  of  the 
Venetian  ambassador,  and  of  many  of 
the  great ;  but  when  almost  reduced 
to  despair,  without  money  or  friends, 
he  became  known  to  sir  W.  Hamilton, 
whose  discernment  immediately  saw 
the  genius  of  the  young  artist,  and 
whose  liberality  furnished  him  with 
the  means  of  prosecuting  his  studies, 
and  of  establishing  himself  as  an  artist 
in  Home.  To  this  his  first  patron,  and 
to  all  his  family,  Canova  has  through 
life  manifested  the  warmest  gratitude. 
Through  sir  William  Hamilton  his 
merit  became  known  to  others  ;  even 
the  Venetian  ambassador  was  shamed 
into  some  encouragement  of  his  young 
countryman,  and  ordered  the  group  of 
Theseus  and  the  Minotaur.  A  few 
years  after,  Canova  was  employed  to 
execute  the  tomb  of  Pope  Ganganelli, 
in  the  church  of  the  SS.  Apostoli,  at 
Home.  With  these  exceptions,  all  his 
early  patrons  were  Englishmen.  — 
Amongst  these  were  lord  Cawdor,  Mr. 
Eatouche,  and  sir  Henry  Blundell,  for 
the  latter  of  whom  the  Psyche,  one  of 
the  earliest  and  most  beautiful  of  his 
works,  was  executed.  The  finest  of 
all  his  works,  the  Venus  and  Adonis, 
was  finished  at  the  age  of  six-and- 
thirty.  The  beautiful  figure  of  the 
reclining  Nymph,  half-raising  herself 
to  listen  to  the  lyre  of  the  sweet  little 
Love  at  her  feet,  is  on  the  point  of 
being  dispatched  to  his  majesty,  to 
whom  it  was  ceded  by  lord  Cawdor. 
The  group  of  the  Graces,  the  beauty 
of  which  was  the  object  of  universal 


admiration  at  Rome,  is  also  destined 
for  our  country,  and  will  adorn  Woburn 
abbey.  It  is  not  generally  known 
(says  the  author  of  “Home  in  the  19th 
Century,”  from  whose  pages  the  above 
notice  of  his  works  is  taken)  that  Ca¬ 
nova  is  a  painter  as  well  as  sculptor. 
He  has  pursued  the  sister  art  occa¬ 
sionally,  for  the  amusement  of  his  lei¬ 
sure  hours,  and  many  of  his  designs 
are  truly  beautiful.  It  must  be  a  gra¬ 
tifying  circumstance  to  England,  to 
know,  that  even  rvhen  living  under 
the  immediate  dominion  of  the  French, 
he  modelled,  for  his  own  private  plea¬ 
sure,  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Nel¬ 
son.  The  warmth  and  kindness  of  his 
disposition,  the  noble  principles  and 
generous  feelings  of  his  mind,  and  the 
unpretending  simplicity  of  his  man¬ 
ners,  give  the  highest  charm  to  his  ex¬ 
alted  genius.  By  the  friends  that 
knew  him  best,  he  was  most  beloved. 
Canova  had  the  avarice  of  fame,  not 
of  money.  He  devoted  a  great  part 
of  his  fortune  to  the  purposes  of  bene¬ 
volence.  With  the  title  of  Marchese, 
the  Pope  conferred  upon  Canova 
three  thousand  piastres  of  rent,  the 
whole  of  which  he  dedicated  to  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  poor 
and  deserving  artists.  He  performed 
the  most  extensive  charities,  secretly 
and  unostentatiously.  He  was  build¬ 
ing  a  church  in  his  native  village, 
which,  it  is  said,  he  has  bequeathed 
funds  to  complete. 


NOVEMBER. 

2.  In  Pall  Mall,  in  her  17th  year, 
Catherine,  youngest  daughter,  and 
one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  the  late  Ben¬ 
jamin  Hayes,  esq.  of  Cork,  barrister- 
at-law.  ' 

At  Tetbury,  aged  65,  Wm.  Wood, 
esq.  banker. 

3.  At  Sandford-hall,  aged  30,  Thos. 
Hugh  Sandford,  esq.  of  Sandford,  in 
the  county  of  Salop. 

5.  At  Hackney,  aged  67,  Benjamin 
Spencer,  M.D.  of  Shaftsbury. 

In  Park-street,  Grosvenor-square, 
in  her  25th  year,  Ann,  second  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Allen,  esq.  of  Bucking¬ 
ham. 

7.  At  Floore,  Northamptonshire, 
Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Daniel,  esq. 
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dep.-assistant-commissary-gen.  to  the 
forces,  aged  28. 

In  Upper  Charlotte-street,  Fitzroy- 
square,  in  his  54th  year,  Samuel  John 
Symons  Trickey,  esq. 

At  Chertsey,  aged  69,  Mrs.  Ogilvie, 
relict  of  Dr  Ogilvie,  of  Englefield- 
green,  Surrey. 

8.  At  Wandsworth  manor  house,  in 
his  8th  year,  Henry,  tenth  son  of  the 
right  hon.  Christopher  Magnay,  lord 
mayor. 

10.  At  his  seat,  Thoby  Priory,  in 
the  county  of  Essex,  James  Grant, 
esq.  late  of  Demerara. 

In  his  89th  year,  the  rev.  Charles 
Onley,  of  Stested-hall,  in  the  county 
of  Essex. 

11.  At  Yv  oolwich,  aged  20,  Charles 
Proby,  midshipman,  B.N.  only  son  of 
commissioner  Cunningham,  of  the 
royal  navy. 

12.  At  his  house,  in  Sloane-street, 
in  his  82nd  year,  the  right  hon.  Win. 
lord  Grantley,  baron  Markinfield,  in 
the  county  of  York,  lord  high  stew¬ 
ard  of  Athertonshire  and  Guilford, 
colonel  of  the  1st  royal  regiment  of  the 
Surrey  militia,  F.S  A.  &c.  &c.  His 
lordship,  who  succeeded  to  the  title  on 
the  decease  of  his  father,  in  1788,  held 
for  many  years  a  high  diplomatic  si¬ 
tuation,  and  represented  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  at  different  times,  the  county 
of  Surrey  and  the  borough  of  Guilford. 
He  is  succeeded  in  his  titles  and  es¬ 
tates  by  Fletcher  Norton,  esq.  eldest 
son  of  the  hon.  F.  Norton,  esq.  senior 
baron  of  his  majesty’s  court  of  exche¬ 
quer,  in  Scotland,  who  was  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  second  brother. 

14.  At  Wimbledon-house,  Surrey,  the 
lady  of  sir  William  Beaumaurice  Itush. 

In  Wimpole-street,  aged  10,  Hen¬ 
rietta,  daughter  of  the  dowager  lady 
Knatchbull,  and  the  late  sir  Edward 
Knatchbull,  bart.  of  Mursham  Hatch. 

15.  In  Upper  Gloucester-street, 
Begent’s  park,  Mr.  John  Debrett, 
formerly  an  eminent  bookseller  in 
Piccadilly,  and  editor  of  the  44  Peer¬ 
age,”  and  44  Baronetage,”  and  44  Par¬ 
liamentary  Papers.”  Mr.  Debrett 
also  published  a  work,  intituled  the 
44  New  Foundling  Hospital  of  Wit.” 

16.  In  York-street,  in  her  75th  year, 
lady  Bloxam,  relict  of  sir  Matthew 
Bioxam,  who  died  on  the  16th  of  the 
preceding  month. 

18.  At  Eton,  in  her  74th  year,  Mrs. 


Catherine  Middleton,  relict  of  J.  Mid¬ 
dleton,  esq.  brother  of  the  late  sir  Wm, 
Middleton,  bart.  of  Belsay  castle,  in 
Nor  th  u  m  b  erlan  d . 

19.  Whilst  on  a  visit  to  this  country 
to  purchase  instruments  for  the  Bus- 
sian  government,  aged  about  60,  pro¬ 
fessor  Tralles,  professor  of  mathema¬ 
tics  in  the  university,  and  secretary 
of  the  mathematical  class  of  the  aca¬ 
demy  of  Berlin.  He  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  and  was  formerly  profes¬ 
sor  of  mathematics  at  Berne,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hassler, 
late  astronomer  under  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  with  whom  he  un¬ 
dertook  an  accurate  trigonometrical 
survey  of  Switzerland,  first  at  their 
own,  and  afterwards  at  the  public  ex¬ 
pense.  The  French  revolution  pre¬ 
vented  the  execution  of  the  whole  of 
their  plans,  but  the  French  have,  how¬ 
ever,  partly  continued  their  surveys. 
W  hen  France  invited  other  nations  tp 
send  commissioners  to  assist  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  weights  and  measures,  which 
were  designed  for  universal  adoption, 
the  Swissrepublic  sent  Mr.  Tralles,  as 
the  Dutch  sent  Mr.  Van  Swinden  (the 
only  two  foreigners  who  assisted):  and 
as  a  compliment  to  them,  these  two 
were  requested  to  draiv  up  reports  of 
separate  parts  of  the  committee’s  la¬ 
bours.  Mr.  Tralles  afterwards  became 
a  member  of  the  academ}r  of  Berlin,  in 
which  academy  the  vacancies  are  filled 
by  the  existing  members,  the  govern¬ 
ment  approving  or  rejecting  the  choice. 
When  an  university  was  established 
at  Berlin  in  1813,  Mr.  Tralles  became 
professor  of  mathematics  and  astro¬ 
nomy  in  that  university,  and  delivered 
lectures  to  the  students.  In  this 
situation  as  academician  and  professor 
he  continued  till  his  death.  He  mar¬ 
ried  a  Swiss  lady  (the  sister  we  have 
understood  of  sir  Francis  d’lvernois), 
who  is  now  living,  and  by  whom  he 
has  left  some  children. 

In  his  69th  year,  William  Lewis, 
esq.  of  Lyon  house,  Stamford  hill. 

Lately,  lady  Cholmeley,  wife  of  sir 
Montague  Cholmeley,  bart.  of  Easton 
and  Norton-place,  Lincolnshire. 

28.  At  Bath,  Don  Antonio  Fran¬ 
cisco  Ze a,  minister  plenipotentiary 
from  the  republic  of  Columbia;  his 
health  had  been  in  a  declining  state 
for  some  time. 
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29.  At  Hadley,  in  her  59th  year, 
Martha,  the  wife  of  the  hon.  G.  A. 
Chetwynd  Stapylton. 

At  Grey  Abbey,  Edinburgh,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Beck,  aged  104. 

At  the  seat  of  his  sister,  the  countess 
of  Selkirk,  in  St.  Mary’s  Isle,  James 
Wedderburn,  esq.  his  majesty’s  soli¬ 
citor-general  for  Scotland. 

At  Elgin,  James  M‘ Andrew,  esq. 
late  of  London,  and  formerly  of  Lis¬ 
bon. 

At  Hamilton,  Robert  Burns,  esq. 
of  Westport,  Both  well,  in  his  65th 
year.  This  gentleman  was  the  fourth 
pupil  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Braidwood, 
of  the  Edinburgh  Deaf  and  Dumb  In¬ 
stitution. 

Hans  Hamilton,  esq.  M.P.  many 
years  representative  in  parliament  for 
the  county  of  Dublin. 

The  hon.  lady  Anne  Jocelyn,  sister 
to  the  earl  of  Roden,  aged  24 ;  her 
remains  were  interred  in  the  family 
vault  at  St.  Nicholas,  Dunkeld. 

At  Moor  Park,  near  Kilworth,  in 
the  county  of  Cork,  in  his  53rd  year, 
Stephen,  earl  of  Mountcashel.  He 
succeeded  his  father  the  first  earl  in 
1790,  and  is  now  succeeded  by  his 
eldest  son  viscount  Kilworth,  besides 
whom  he  leaves  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

At  Almunia,  Don  Martin  de  Garey, 
councillor  of  state. 

M.  Deseine,  sculptor  to  the  family  of 
Bourbon  Conde,  a  distinguished  French 
artist,  who  executed  busts  of  Louis 
XYI  and  Louis  XVIII,  the  statue  of 
the  chancellor  D’Aguisseau,  and  the 
monument  of  the  Due  D’Enghein,  his 
last  work.  He  was  also  author  of 
*  Considerations  sur  les  Academies,* 
and  4  Notices  Historiques  sur  les  An- 
ciennes  Academies  de  Peinture,  Sculp¬ 
ture,  et  Architecture,  IS  14  &c.  &c. 

At  Marguise,  near  Calais,  Richard 
Usher,  esq.  This  gentleman,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  one  of  the  hand¬ 
somest  men  in  Europe,  was  killed  by 
his  gun  going  off  accidently,  owing  to 
the  trigger  coming  in  contact  with  a 
twig. 

At  Rome,  Madame  Letitia  Buona¬ 
parte,  mother  of  the  late  ex -emperor 
of  France.  The  chief  heir  to  her  im¬ 
mense  wealth  is  her  grand-son,  the 
young  Napoleon  :  to  her  eight  children 
now  living,  viz.  Joseph,  Lucien,  Louis, 
Jerome,  Eliza,  Pauline,  Caroline,  and 


Hortensia,  she  has  bequeathed  150,000 
scudi  (37,0005)  each  ;  and  to  her  bro¬ 
ther,  Cardinal  Fesch.  a  superb  palace 
fitted  up  in  the  most  costly  manner. 


DECEMBER. 


I.  At  Brighton,  aged  25,  Francis 
Fearon,  esq.  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
barrister-at-law,  and  fellow  of  New 
College,  Oxford. 

At  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  in  his  80th 
year,  the  rev.  John  Cotman,  rector  of 
Langham,  Suffolk,  and  chaplain  to  the 
earl  of  Clarendon. 

7.  At  Stoke  Newington,  in  his  75th 
year,  John  Aikin,  M.D.  This  dis¬ 
tinguished  author  was  born  Jan.  15, 
1747,  at  Kib worth,  in  Leicestershire, 
being  the  younger  child  and  only  son 
of  T.  Aikin,  D.D.  a  dissenting  minis¬ 
ter,  and  the  master  of  a  respectable 
and  well-frequented  boarding-school. 
Till  his  eleventh  year,  he  received  a 
domestic  education,  but,  at  that  time, 
his  father  being  appointed  theological 
tutor  in  the  Dissenters’  academy  at 
Warrington,  in  Lancashire,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  more 
extended  plan  of  instruction  opened 
by  that  institution.  In  the  autumn 
of  his  14th  year,  having  made  choice 
of  medicine  as  a  profession,  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Maxwell  Garthshore, 
at  that  time  surgeon  and  apothecary 
at  Uppingham  in  Rutlandshire,  but 
who  afterwards  graduated  and  settled 
in  London.  The  three  years  that  he 
continued  at  Uppingham  were  occu¬ 
pied  in  professional  studies,  and  appa¬ 
rently  with  more  than  usual  success, 
since,  before  their  conclusion,  he  was 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  Mr.  (after¬ 
wards  Dr.)  Pulteney’s  business  at 
Leicester,  during  the  absence  of  that 
gentleman  for  a  space  of  two  or  three 
months.  In  November,  1764,  he  became 
a  student  at  the  University  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  where  he  spent  two  winters 
and  the  intervening  summer ;  but 
having  at  that  time  no  intention  of 
graduating,  he  returned  to  England  in 
May,  1766,  and  in  September  of  the 
same  year  became  a  pupil  of  Mr.  C. 
White,  of  Manchester.  With  Mr. 
White  he  continued  for  three  entire 
years,  advancing  in  professional  know- 
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ledge  and  skill :  during  this  time  he 
wrote  an  Essay  on  the  Ligature  of 
Arteries,  which  was  published  by  Mr. 
White,  in  his  work  intituled  “  Cases 
in  Surgery.”  After  leaving  Man¬ 
chester  he  went  to  London,  and 
employed  the  winter  of  1769-70  in 
attending  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Hunter. 
His  professional  education  being  now 
completed,  he  settled  in  Chester 
as  a  surgeon,  but  remained  in  that 
city  little  more  than  a  year,  being  in¬ 
duced  fto  remove,  in  Nov.  1771,  to 
Warrington,  where  his  parents  conti¬ 
nued  to  reside,  and  where  his  pros¬ 
pects  of  success  were  less  obstructed 
by  competition.  Here  he  continued 
till  1784,  and  here  all  his  children 
were  born,  his  marriage  having  taken 
place  the  year  after  his  removal. 
His  first  work,  intituled  “  Obser¬ 
vations  on  the  External  Use  of  Pre¬ 
parations  of  Lead,  &c.”  was  published 
at  Chester;  and  this  was  succeeded, 
during  his  residence  at  Warrington, 
by  three  other  professional  works,  viz. 
u  Thoughts  on  Hospitals  “  Biogra¬ 
phical  Memoirs  of  Medicine  in  Great 
Britain  to  the  time  of  Harvey and 
a  very  enlarged  edition  of  u  Lewis’s 
Materia  Meaica.”  His  appointment 
as  lecturer  on  chemistry  and  physio¬ 
logy  at  the  Academy,  induced  him  to 
print  a  u  Sketch  of  the  Animal  Eco¬ 
nomy,”  and  u  Heads  of  Chemistry,” 
for  the  use  of  his  classes ;  and  a  trans¬ 
lation  of  “  Beaume’s  Manual  of  Che¬ 
mistry.”  The  intervals  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  labours  were  assiduously  devoted 
to  elegant  literature  and  to  natural 
history,  sources  to  him  at  all  times  of 
exquisite  delight,  and  in  after  years 
beguiling  the  languor  of  sickness,  and 
soothing  many  an  hour  of  anxiety. 
The  “  Essays  on  Song-writing  j” 
“  Miscellaneous  Pieces  in  Prose,” 
consisting  of 'the  joint  contributions 
of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Barbauld,  and  him¬ 
self;  “  An  Essay  on  the  Application 
of  Natural  History  to  Poetry “  An 
Essay  on  the  Plan  and  Character  of 
Thomson’s  Seasons;”  and  “  The  Ca¬ 
lendar  of  Nature;”  were  all  published 
during  this  period,  and  evince  at  the 
same  time  the  elegance  of  his  taste, 
and  the  activity  of  his  mind.  His 
correct  knowledge  also  of  the  Latin 
language  was  shown  in  his  translation 
of  Tacitus’s  Treatise  on  the  Manners 


of  the  Germans,  and  his  Life  of  Agri- 
cola,  being  specimens  of  a  projected 
translation  of  the  entire  works  of  that 
historian,  which  was  afterwards  aban¬ 
doned,  to  the  loss  probably  of  the 
English  scholar,  from  the  circumstance 
of  Mr.  Murphy  being  engaged  in  a 
similar  undertaking.  It  was  at  War¬ 
rington,  also,  that  his  most  valuable 
friendships  were  formed  or  consoli¬ 
dated  ;  with  Dr  Priestley,  Dr.  En¬ 
field,  Mr.  Wakefield,  and  the  rev.  G. 
Walker,  their  common  connexion  with 
the  Academy  first  brought  him  ac¬ 
quainted,  while  the  easy  distance  be¬ 
tween  Warrington  and  Manchester 
allowed  him  occasional  opportunities 
of  supporting  the  friendships  pre¬ 
viously  formed  by  him  with  Mr. 
White,  Dr.  Percival,  Mr.  Henry, 
and  other  residents  of  that  town.  The 
circle  of  his  acquaintance  at  Liverpool 
included  Dr.  Currie,  Mr.  Bathbone, 
Mr.  Iloscoe,  the  rev.  J.  Yates,  and 
many  other  cultivated  and  estimable 
characters.  His  excellent  and  confi¬ 
dential  friend,  Dr.  II  ay  garth,  one  of 
the  few  who  survive  him,  at  that 
time  resided  at  Chester,  and  pro¬ 
fessional  or  other  incidents  now  and 
then  brought  about  a  meeting.  The 
dissolution  of  the  Academy,  which 
took  place  not  long  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  in  1780,  and  the  in¬ 
adequate  encouragement  offered  to 
the  practice  of  surgery  as  distinct 
from  pharmacy,  determined  him  to 
take  a  physician’s  degree :  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  in  the  summer  of  1784,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Leyden,  and  there  gra¬ 
duated;  his  former  residence  at  Edin¬ 
burgh  during  two  sessions  being  not 
sufficient  to  entitle  him  to  an  exami¬ 
nation  for  a  degree.  On  his  return 
from  the  continent  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Yarmouth,  in  Norfolk, 
and  early  in  the  succeeding  year  took 
up  his  residence  in  London.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  he  settled  himself  in  his 
new  situation,  before  he  received  an 
invitation  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Yarmouth  and  its  vicinity  to  resume 
his  professional  duties  at  that  place. 
Although  his  stay  there  had  little  ex¬ 
ceeded  a  year  in  duration,  yet  such 
had  been  the  effect  produced  by  the 
few  opportunities  afforded  him  of 
exercising  his  professional  skill,  com¬ 
bined  with  his  scientific  and  literary 
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acquirements,  and  his  amiable  and 
cultivated  manners,  that  the  invita¬ 
tion  was  quite  unanimous.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  returned  to  Y armouth,  not 
more  than  two  months  after  he  had 
quitted  it,  well  pleased  in  having  been 
spared  the  anxious  uncertainty  of  an 
attempt  to  establish  himself  in  the 
metropolis.  The  three  principle  bo¬ 
dies  of  men  in  Yarmouth,  and  its 
vicinity,  at  that  time,  were  the  cor¬ 
poration,  the  dissenters,  and  the  clergy 
of  the  established  church ;  the  two 
former,  inhabiting  the  town,  and  not 
upon  any  cordial  terms  with  each 
other,  were  chiefly  devoted  to  com¬ 
mercial  pursuits.  The  clergy,  liberally 
educated,  and  therefore  capable  of  ap¬ 
preciating  Dr.  Aikin’s  acquirements, 
formed  the  most  agreeable  part  of  his 
society,  and  the  principal  acquaint¬ 
ances"  that  he  here  made  were  among 
them.  For  some  time  circumstances 
went  on  favourably;  he  enjoyed  the 
moderate  emoluments  of  his  profession 
without  rivalry  ;  he  instituted  a  lite¬ 
rary  society ;  and  in  his  library,  and  in 
the"  bosom  of  his  family,  he  sought  and 
found  those  gratifications  the  dearest  to 
his  heart.  The  time  for  frying  the  spirits 
of  men  was,  however,  drawing  near.  The 
Dissenters,  having  been  repulsed  in  a 
former  endeavour  to  obtain  from  the 
legislature  the  repeal  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  Test  Acts,  mustered  all  their 
strength  for  a  new  attempt.  Dr. 
Aikin  published  two  pamphlets  on  the 
occasion ;  the  one,  u  The  Spirit  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  Constitution  com¬ 
pared  the  other,  “  An  Address  to 
the  Dissidents  of  England  on  their  late 
Defeat.1’  Immediately  on  the  heels  of 
the  Test  Act  controversy,  occurred  Die 
French  revolution,  wdiich  for  a  time 
upened  an  impassable  gulph  of  separa¬ 
tion  between  parties  already  exas¬ 
perated.  Dr.  Aikin  had  decidedly 
taken  his  party,  first  as  a  dissenter, 
and  subsequently  as  a  friend  to  the 
French  revolution  on  its  first  break¬ 
ing  out ;  and  although  he  never  be¬ 
longed  to  a  political  club,  was  yet 
made  to  suffer  severely  for  his  politi¬ 
cal  principles.  Dr.  Girdlestone  was 
encouraged  to  settle  at  Yarmouth,  and 
Dr.  Aikin  escaped  from  the  impending 
bitterness  of  a  personal  controversy, 
by  removing  to  I  j  on  don  in  March  1792. 
During  his  residence  at  Yarmouth, 


Dr.  Aikin  published  (besides  the  pam¬ 
phlets  already  mentioned)  an  excel¬ 
lent  system  of  English  geography, 
called  41  England  Delineated,’  which 
has  passed  through  several  editions ;  a 
volume  of  44  Poems and  a  44  View 
of  the  Character  and  Public  Services 
of  J.  Howard,  esq.”  No  person  was 
perhaps  so  well  qualified  to  estimate 
the  moral  worth  and  public  services 
of  this  illustrious  individual  as  Dr. 
Aikin,  both  on  account  of  his  sound 
and  unprejudiced  judgment,  and  his 
personal  intimacy  with  Mr.  Howard; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  notes  and 
observations  collected  by  Mr.  H. 
during  his  various  journies,  had  always 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  A. 
for  arrangement  and  correction. — Al¬ 
though  the  connexions  of  Dr.  A.  in 
London  by  family  and  acquaintance 
were  considerable,  yet  he  never  ob¬ 
tained  much  professional  employment, 
being  little  fitted  by  temper  or  habit 
to  engage  in  the  incessant  struggle 
necessary  to  success  ;  he  therefore  the 
more  willingly  followed  the  bent  of 
his  disposition,  and  occupied  himself 
chiefly  in  literary  pursuits.  The  first 
work  which  he  published  after  leaving 
Yarmouth  was  the  two  first  volumes 
of  44  Evenings  at  Home.”  To  these, 
though  not  to  the  four  succeeding 
ones,  Mrs.  Barbauld  contributed  seve¬ 
ral  pieces ;  the  third  volume  appeared 
in  1793,  the  fourth  in  1794,  and  the 
two  last  in  1795 — The  most  important 
and  interesting  work,  however,  of 
which  Dr.  Aikin  was  the  author,  is 
his  44  Letters  from  a  Father  to  a  Son 
on  various  topics  relative  to  literature 
and  the  conduct  of  life.”  The  first 
volume  was  published  in  1793,  the 
second  was  written  in  1798  and  1799. 
— In  1796  he  accepted  an  offer  made 
to  him  by  Mr.  Phillips  of  undertaking 
the  editorship  of  a  periodical  work  at 
that  time  projected  by  him.  This 
work,  the  Monthly  Magazine,  was 
accordingly  superintended  by  Dr. 
Aikin  from  its  commencement ;  and 
the  numerous  papers  furnished  by  the 
editor  and  his  friends,  as  well  as  the 
general  spirit  in  which  the  magazine 
was  conducted,  contributed  greatly  to 
establish  it  in  the  public  favour.  The 
connexion  of  Dr.  A.  with  this  work 
was  in  May  1806  abruptly  and  unce¬ 
remoniously  dissolved  by  the  proprie- 
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tor,  from  dissatisfaction  with  an  award 
in  a  dispute  in  which  he  was  one  of 
the  parties  and  Dr.  Aikin  one  of  the 
arbitrators. — In  the  same  year  in 
which  the  Monthly  Magazine  was 
commenced,  Dr.  Aikin,  in  conjunction 
with  his  dear  friend  Dr.  Enfield, 
agreed  with  Messrs.  Kearsley  and 
Hamilton  to  undertake  a  general  bio¬ 
graphical  dictionary,  to  be  comprized 
in  about  ten  quarto  volumes.  He  did 
not  engage  rashly  in  so  serious  an 
occupation.  F rom  his  long  unreserved 
intimacy  with  Dr.  Enfield,  he  felt 
assured  that  he  possessed  a  coadjutor 
of  similar  views  with  himself,  and  of 
indefatigable  industry ;  and  he  antici¬ 
pated  great  satisfaction  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  work.  His  own  health, 
however,  began  to  be  impaired  in  1797 
by  residence  in  London,  and  his  indis¬ 
position  rapidly  increasing,  and  as¬ 
suming  a  very  serious  aspect,  obliged 
him  in  the  ensuing  year  to  quit  the 
metropolis.  He  retired  for  some 
months  to  Dorking  in  Surrey,  and  in 
the  pure  air  of  that  delightful  valley, 
aided  by  gentle  horse-exercise,  and  an 
unusuaUy  fine  summer,  made  some 
progress  towards  recovery.  In  the 
winter  he  took  a  house  at  Stoke  New¬ 
ington,  in  which  thenceforth  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  reside.  In  the  mean  time  he 
had  lost  by  death  his  friend  and  coad¬ 
jutor  in  his  great  work,  the  first  vo¬ 
lume  of  which  vras  published  in  the 
spring  of  1799.  Some  time  elapsed 
before  a  successor  to  Dr.  Enfield  could 
be  found,  and  then  commercial  diffi¬ 
culties  on  the  part  of  the  bookseller 
interposed,  materially  impeding  the 
success  of  the  work  by  retarding  its 
regular  progress,  so  that  the  10th  and 
last  volume  was  not  published  till 
1815.— It  is  not  necessary  farther  to 
detail  the  literary  occupations  in 
which  Dr.  Aikin  was  engaged  during 
his  residence  at  Stoke  Newington. 
While  the  infirmities  of  age  pressed 
only  with  a  light  hand,  the  greater 
part  of  every  day  was  devoted  to 
writing  or  reading.  Painful  and  try¬ 
ing  was  the  period  when  the  decay  of 
the  mind,  in  consequence  of  a  paralytic 
attack,  began  to  precede  that  of'the 
bodily  frame,  when  the  memory  be¬ 
came  less  and  less  capable  of  recalling 
the  past,  and  the  intellect  of  receiving 
the  impress  of  the  present :  one  ray^ 
however,  still  enlightened  the  gloom, 


and  when  all  besides  was  dark,  conju¬ 
gal  love  still  connected  him  with  the 
external  world.  At  the  period  of  his 
decease  he  had  nearly  completed  his 
75th  year. — Dr.  Aikin  possessed,  in  a 
very  eminent  degree,  the  inestimable 
blessing  of  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound 
body.  The  abstractions  of  mathema¬ 
tical  investigation  and.  the  minute  dis¬ 
section  of  almost  evanescent  ideas, 
which  characterizes  the  metaphysician, 
either  were  not  adapted  to  his  facul¬ 
ties,  or  did  not  agree  with  his  taste, 
which  was  strongly  attracted  to  the 
useful  in  morals,  in  politics,  and  in 
the  general  conduct  of  life  and  to  the 
agreeable,  the  harmonious,  and  the 
elegant  in  objects  of  amusement. 
Hence  his  stores  of  knowledge  were 
all  produceable  in  the  intercourse  of 
society,  and  gave  him  a  wide  range  of 
subjects  for  conversation.  These  were 
communicated  in  simple  and  easy 
though  flowing  language,  and  regu¬ 
lated  by  a  goodness  of  temper,  a  deco¬ 
rum  and  practical  politeness  not  often 
equalled. 

8.  Hester  Salusbury,  the  lady  of  sir 
Corbet  Corbet,  hart. 

9.  At  his  residence,  at  Walton,  the 
right  hon.  Charles,  earl  of  Tankerville, 
baron  Ossulston,  &c.  His  lordship  was 
born  Nov.  16,  1743;  succeeded  his 
father,  Charles,  the  late  earl,  Oct.  27, 
1767 ;  and  married  Emma,  daughter 
and  co-heiress  of  sir  James  Colebrooke, 
bart.  Oct.  7,  1771,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  children.  Is  succeeded  by  his 
eldest  son,  the  right  hon.  Chas.  Au¬ 
gustus  lord  Ossulston,  M.  P.  for  Ber¬ 
wick-upon-Tweed. 

10.  Mrs.  Jones,  wife  of  W.  T. 
Jones,  esq.  of  Aberystwith. 

11.  At  Highbury  Grove,  aged  37, 
Sarah,  wife  of  D.  Rainier,  esq. 

In  Montague-place,  Jane,  the  wife 
of  R.  V.  Richards,  esq. 

At  Ivy-bridge,  Devonshire,  of  a 
sudden  pleuritic  inflammation,  in  his 
48th  year,  Geo.  Gilbert  Currey,  M.D. 
senior  physician  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hos¬ 
pital. 

At  Lynn,  Norfolk,  aged  72,  Mrs. 
Birbeck,  relict  of  John  Birbeck,  esq. 
banker  of  that  place. 

14.  Mary,  wife  of  Apsley  PeHatt, 
esq.  of  Camberwell,  and  only  daughter 
of  Stephen  Maberlv,  esq.  of  Reading, 
Berks. 

15.  Elizabeth, relict  of  Bryan  Mason, 
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esq.  of  the  hon.  East  India  Company’s 
service. 

At  Clifton,  the  rev.  James  Olive, 
rector  of  St.  Paul’s,  Bristol. 

At  his  house  in  Upper  Grosvenor- 
street,  at  the  advanced  age  of  97,  sir 
George  Duckett,  bart.  His  original 
name  was  Jackson,  the  son  of  George 
Jackson,  esq.  of  Gisborough  in  Y ork- 
shire.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  secretaries  of  the  admiralty,  and 
represented  the  boroughs  of  Wey¬ 
mouth  and  Melcombe  Regis,  and  of 
Colchester,  in  parliament.  He  was  a 
zealous  friend  and  early  patron  of 
captain  Cook,  who  was  so  sensible  of 
sir  George’s  friendship,  that  he  not  only 
regularly  corresponded  with  him,  but 
named  after  him  Point  Jackson  in 
New  Zealand,  and  Port  Jackson  in 
New  South  Wales.  Sir  George  re¬ 
tired  from  public  office  with  the 
earl  of  Sandwich,  in  consequence  of 
the  result  of  admiral  Keppel’s  trial, 
and  was  subsequently  twice  offered 
the  situation  of  secretary  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  He  employed  his  leisure  hours 
in  making  the  river  Stort  navigable 
from  the  river  Lea  to  bishop’s  Stort- 
ford  in  Hertfordshire  ;  a  private  un¬ 
dertaking  of  great  utility  in  this 
country.  Sir  George  was,  perhaps, 
the  oldest  housekeeper  in  London — 
from  the  year  1745.  He  remembered 
being  close  to  lord  Balmerino,  who 
suffered  for  the  rebellion  of  that  year, 
and  he  has  repeatedly  declared  his 
father’s  personal  knowledge  of  Henry 
Jenkins,  and  of  his  having  seen  that 
wonderful  man,  who  was  born  in  1502, 
standing  up  to  his  breast  in  the  river 
Swale,  fishing  for  trout. 

16.  Col.  Wm.  H.  Boys,  of  the 
Chatham  division  of  the  royal  marines. 

17.  At  Southampton,  aged  26, 
Charles  Young,  esq.  fourth  son  of 
John  Young,  professor  of  Greek  at  the 
University  of  Glasgow. 

19.  At  Hackney,  Marianne,  young¬ 
est  daughter  of  Thomas  Wilson,  esq. 
M.P. 

20.  At  Brighton,  in  his  33rd  year, 
Joseph  Alcock,  esq.  of  Roehampton, 
Surrey. 

22.  In  Bruton-street,  the  countess 
D’ Aglie,  the  lady  of  the  Sardinian 
ambassador. 

In  Dublin,  aged  92,  Charles  Moore, 
marquess  and  earl  of  Drogheda,  vise. 
Moore,  baron  of  Mellefont  in  Ireland, 


baron  Moore  of  Moore-place,  co.  Kent* 
K.P.  governor  of  Meath,  and  of  King’s 
and  Queen’s  counties,  a  field  marshal 
in  the  army,  col.  of  the  18th  regt.  of 
Hussars,  and  constable  of  Maryborough 
Castle.  This  venerable  nobleman  was 
born  June  29,  1730;  succeeded  his 
father  as  sixth  earl  and  eighth  vise., 
Oct.  28,  1758,  at  which  time  his 
father,  together  with  his  brother,  the 
hon.  and  rev.  Edw.  Loftus  Moore, 
were  lost  at  sea,  in  their  passage  to 
Dublin;  and  Feb.  15,  1766,  married 
Anne  Seymour,  eldest  daughter  of 
Francis  1st  marquess  of  Hertford, 
K.G. ;  and  by  her  (who  died  Nov.  4, 
1787)  had  issue,  1.  Charles,  born  Aug. 
23,  1770.  2.  Lord  Henry  (Joint 
Muster-master  general  in  Ireland).  3. 
Isabella,  died  1787.  4.  Elizabeth- 

Emily,  countess  of  Westmeath.  5. 
Mary,  married  Alexander  Stewart, 
esq.  uncle  to  the  present  marquis  of 
Londonderry.  6.  Gertrude.  7.  Alice, 
died  1789.  8.  Anne,  died  1788.  9. 

Frances,  wife  of  right  hon.  J.  Ormsby 
Vandeleur. — In  1762  he  obtained  the 
18th  regt.  of  Light  Dragoons,  of 
which  he  remained  colonel  until  their 
late  disbandment.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  knights  of  St.  Patrick  in  1783, 
and  in  1791  was  created  marquess  of 
Drogheda.  Having  been  muster 
master-general,  and  master  of  the 
Ordnance,  he  was,  in  1797,  appointed 
joint  post-master-general  of  Ireland ; 
and  Jan.  17,  1801,  was  created  an 
English  peer,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Moore,  of  Moore-place,  co.  Kent.  His 
lordship  is  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son 
Charles,  who  not  being  in  sound 
health,  the  management  of  the  estates 
devolves  on  lord  Henry  Moore. 

29.  At  Lennox  Love,  the  rt.  hon. 
Catherine  Stewart,  Dowager  lady 
Blantyre,  widow  of  Alexander,  10th 
lord,  and  mother  of  Robert  Walter, 
present  and  llth  lord  Blantyre.  Her 
ladyship  was  daughter  of  Patrick  Lind¬ 
say,  of  Eaglescairney,  esq.  by  Marga¬ 
ret,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas 
Halliburton,  of  Eaglescairnie,  an  an¬ 
cient  branch  of  the  noble  family  of  Hal¬ 
liburton,  lords  of  Dirleton.  She  was 
married  to  the  late  lord  in  1773;  and 
by  whom,  who  died  in  1783,  she  had 
issue,  1.  The  present  lord.  2.  Patrick, 
lieut.-col.  19th  foot.  3.  William,  maj, 
1st  regt.  foot  guards,  severely  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  4.  Charles 
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brands,  barrister-at-law.  5.  Margaret, 
wife  of  rev.  Andrew  Stewart,  minister 
of  Bolton. 

Count  Berthollet,  of  the  academy 
cf  sciences,  and  a  peer  of  France,  aged 
64.  This  distinguished  chemist  was 
born  at  Talloire,  in  Savoy.  He  was 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  became 
physician  to  the  grandfather  of  the 
present  duke  of  Orleans.  His  attain¬ 
ments  and  his  chemical  labours  ob¬ 
tained  for  him  so  high  a  reputation, 
that  scarcely  had  he  reached  his  24th 
year,  when  he  was  elected  member  of 
the  French  academy,  and  of  several 
learned  societies  of  Europe.  In  1794, 
M.  Berthollet  was  appointed  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  agriculture  and 
the  arts.  Two  months  after,  he  be¬ 
came  professor  of  the  Ecole  Normale ; 
and  the  following  year,  on  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  institute,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  members.  In  1798,  M.  Ber¬ 
thollet  was  sent  into  Italy  by  the  di¬ 
rectory,  as  one  of  the  persons  charged 
with  the  selection  oi  the  pictures, 
statues,  and  other  objects,  which  were 
to  be  transported  to  Paris.  He  there 
became  connected  with  general  Buo¬ 
naparte,  and  afterwards  accompanied 
him  to  Egypt.  In  the  year  1799  be 
returned  to  France,  and  was  called  to 
a  seat  in  the  conservative  senate.  He 
successively  received  the  ranks  of 
Comte,  grand  officer  of  the  legion 
d’honneur,  and  grand  cross  of  the 
order  of  Reunion.  His  friendship  for 
M.  de  la  Place  determined  him  to 

{mrchase  a  country  house  in  the  vil- . 
age  of  Arceuil.  It  was  there,  that  he 
established  a  laboratory  for  experi¬ 
ments,  and  collected  around  him  a 
number  of  young  physicians  and  che¬ 
mists,  almost  all  of  them  his  own 
pupils,  in  order  to  promote  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  science  and  pursue  the  system 
of  analysis.  This  select  meeting  took 
the  name  of  the  Societe  d’ Arceuil,  and 
published  3  vols.  of  memoirs,  of  the 
highest  interest.  His  love  of  chemi¬ 
cal  science,  induced  him  to  devote  to 
his  experiments  not  only  the  income 
which  he  derived  from  his  appoint¬ 
ments,  but  also  so  considerable  a  part 
of  his  personal  property,  as  to  oblige 
him  to  reduce  his  establishment  and 
decline  appearing  at  court.  Napoleon, 
when  emperor,  it  is  related,  naving 
learned  the  situation  of  his  affairs,  sent 
for  him,  and  in  a  tone  of  affectionate 
Vol.  LXIV. 


reproach,  said,  44  M.  Berthollet,  j'ai 
toujours  cent  mille  dcus  au  service  de 
mes  amis.”  In  fact,  he  ordered  that 
sum  to  be  immediately  conveyed  to 
him.  M.  Berthollet  distinguished 
himself  by  the  most  useful  discoveries, 
such  as  the  composition  of  ammoniac 
— by  a  multitude  of  valuable  and  in¬ 
genious  processes,  such  as  preserving 
water  fresh  by  carbonizing  the  inside 
of  barrels;  giving  to  flax  and  hemp 
the  appearance  of  cotton,  &c.  &c.  He 
was  particularly  successful  in  bleach¬ 
ing  vegetable  substances  by  oxigenated 
muriatic  acid.  M.  Berthollet  publish¬ 
ed  many  works  which  attest  his 
superior  genius.  The  most  important 
is  his  44  Essai  de  Statique  Cliimique,” 
2  vols.  8vo.  1803,  translated  into  Eng¬ 
lish  in  1804. 

Lately,  At  Demerara,  John  Prince 
Smith,  esq.  barrister-at-law,  second 
fiscal,  and  king’s  advocate  of  Demerara 
and  Essequibo. — He  published  44  Re¬ 
ports  of  Cases  determined  in  the  Court 
of  King’s-bench,  with  some  Cases  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  44th 
of  Geo.  III.  to  Trinity  Term  46  Geo. 
III.”  1803-6,  3  vols.  8vo. ;  44  An 
Abridgment  of  the  general  Statute 
passed  in  the  44  Geo.  III.”  1804, 
8vo. ;  44  The  Law  Journal,”  1801,5, 
6.;  9  vols.  8vo. ;  44  The  Elements  of 
the  Science  of  Money,”  1803,  8vo.  ; 
44  Account  of  a  successful  Experiment 
for  an  effectual  Nightly  Watch,  re¬ 
cently  made  in  the  Liberty  of  the 
Rolls,  London,”  1812.  8vo.;  44  Speech 
in  behalf  of  Daniel  Isaac  Eaton,  in 
Mitigation  of  Punishment  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  Third  Part  of  Paine’s  Age 
of  Reason,”  1812,  8vo. ;  44  Practical 
Summary  and  Review  of  the  Statute 
53  Geo.  III.  or  Law  for  the  Surrender 
of  Effects,  and  for  the  personal  libera¬ 
tion  of  Prisoners  for  Debt,”  1814,  8vo. 

At  Paris,  his  excellency,  Fernandez 
Nunez,  late  ambassador  from  Spain  to 
the  court  of  France.  He  had  lately 
been  employed  as  envoy  of  the  duchess 
of  Lucca,  sister  of  Ferdinand  of  Spain. 

In  Jamaica,  Dr.  Samuel  Fothergiil, 
for  many  years  a  physician  at  London, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  conductors  of 
the  London  Medical  and  Physical 
Journal;  and  who  latterly  practised 
with  great  success  in  Jamaica,  whither 
he  was  induced  to  go  for  the  sake  of  a 
change  of  climate. 

On  his  passage  to  Lisbon,  near  the 
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mouth  of  the  Tago,  baron  Wm.  Fagel, 
late  secretary  to  the  Netherland  em¬ 
bassy  in  London. 

Suddenly,  at  Genoa,  while  on  his 
way  to  the  Congress  at  Verona,  Charles 
Augustus  Prince  Hardenburg,  Prus¬ 
sian  chancellor  of  state.  This  distin- 

fuished  statesman,  who  was  born  at 
lanover,  in  1750,  exhibited  his  talents 
as  a  diplomatist  and  politician  very 
advantageously  during  the  recent 
events  of  Europe. 

At  his  seat,  Hadersdorff,  near 
Vienna,  general  and  field-marshal, 
Alex.  Baron  Loudon. 

At  Paris,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hume, 
niece  of  Arthur  Hume,  esq.  teller  of 
the  Irish  exchequer,  and  grand-niece 
of  the  late  marquis  of  Waterford. 

At  Calais,  in  his  44th  year,  Wm. 
Wylde,  esq.  late  of  London. 

At  Paris,  M.  Andrieu,  the  cele¬ 
brated  medallist ;  his  Napoleon  series 
of  medals  place  him  at  the  head  of 
this  walk  of  art  in  modern  times. 

Aged  50,  Augustus,  reigning  duke 


of  Saxe  Gotha  and  Altenburgh,  a  prince 
whose  chief  ambition  was,  to  promote 
the  best  interests  and  welfare  of  his 
subjects,  and  to  be  the  Maecenas  of 
literature  and  art.  Nor  was  he  con¬ 
tented  with  merely  fostering  talent  in 
others  ;  for  so  strong  was  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  letters  that  he  dedicated  the 
chief  portion  of  his  leisure  to  literary 
pursuits.  In  1805  he  produced  a  work 
entitled  Kyllenion,  which,  although 
eccentric,  still  bears  the  stamp  of 
genius  and  philanthropy.  Thus  gifted 
with  the  milder  virtues,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  was  beloved  in  private  life, 
and  popular  among  his  people.  The 
duke  was  twice  married — 1,  to  Louisa, 
princess  of  Mecklenburg  Schwerin, 
by  whom  he  has  left  a  daughter,  Louisa, 
married  to  Ernest  reigning  duke  of 
Saxe  Coburg — 2,  to  Caroline,  daughter 
of  William,  late  elector  of  Hesse,  who 
survives  him.  Having  no  male  issue 
he  is  succeeded  by  his  brother  Frede¬ 
rick  IV. 
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LIST  OF 

THE  KING’S  MINISTERS,  in  im. 


MINISTRY  OF  ENGLAND . 

THE  CABINET. 


Earl  of  Liverpool  . 

Earl  of  Eldon  . . . 

Earl  of  Westmorland  . . . . 

Earl  of  Harrowby  . . 

Right  Hon.  Robert  Peel . 

Marquis  of  Londonderry . . . . . 

Earl  Bathurst  . . . . . . 

Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansitlart . . 

Viscount  Melville  . . . . 

Duke  of  Wellington  . . 

Right  Hon.  Charles  W.  William  Wynne 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Bathurst . 

Lord  Maryborough . 

Right  Hon.  Fred.  John  Robinson . 

Viscount  Sidmoulh . . . . 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Lord  Chancellor. 

Lord  Privy  Seal. 

President  of  the  Council. 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Secretary  of  Stale  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 
War  and  Colonies. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

Master  General  of  the  Ordnance. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
Master  of  the  Mint. 

Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  and  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade. 


NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 


Marquis  of  Cholmondele)'  . . . . 

Marquis  of  Hertford  . 

Duke  of  Montrose  . 

Viscount  Palmerston  . 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Charles  Long. . 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Wallace  . . 

Earl  of  Chichester  . .  . .  . . 

Marquis  of  Salisbury  . . 

Sir  Hildebrand  Oakes,  bart.  . . 
Right  Hon.  William  Huskisson 

Sir  Robert  Gifford,  knt . 

Sir  John  Singleton  Copley,  knt. 


Lord  Steward. 

Lord  Chamberlain. 

Master  of  the  Horse. 

Secretary  at  War. 

Paymaster  of  the  Forces. 

Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Postibasters  General. 

Lieutenant  General  of  the  Ordnance. 
First  Commissioner  of  Land  Revenue. 
Attorney  General. 

Solicitor  General. 


MINISTERS  OF  IRELAND. 


Marquis  Wellesley  . 

Lord  Manners  . . . . . . 

Right  Hon.  Gen.  Sir  David  Baird . 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Goulbourn  . 

Right  Hon.  Sir  G.  Fitzgerald  Hill,  bart. 
Right  Hon.  William  C.  Plunkett  ..  ... 
Charles  Kendal  Bushe,  esq 


Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Lord  Chancellor. 
Commander  of  the  Forces. 
Chief  Secretary. 

Vice  Ti  easurer. 
t  orney  General. 

Solicitor  General. 

X  2 
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This  includes  the  Sum  of  0£'265,5ll  17  0  for  Interest,  Management,  and  Sinking  Fund  on  Imperial  Loan,  and  £56,963  14  4 a 

Portuguese  Loan. 
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ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822, 


DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 

An  Account,  showing  how  the  Monies  given  for  the  Service  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  the  Year 
1821,  have  been  disposed  of;  distinguished  under  their  several 
Heads;  to  the  5th  January,  1822. 


SERVICES. 


Navy. 


Ordnance 


Forces 


For  defraying  llie  Charge  of  the  Civil  Estab¬ 
lishments  under-mentioned,  viz. 

Of  Sierra  Leone ;  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 

31  si  of  Dec,  1821 . . . 

Ditto...  New  South  Wales.,  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto...  Newfoundland . from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto...  Pr.Edward’sXsland  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 
Ditto...  New  Brunswick...  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto...  Nova  Scotia. . .  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto...  Upper  Canada . from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto...  Dominica  . from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Ditto  Bahama  Islands,  in  addition  to  the  Sala¬ 
ries  now  paid  to  the  Public  Officers  out  of  the 
Duty  Fund,  and  the  Incidental  Charges  at¬ 
tending  the  same  . . . 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Royal  Military 
College ;  from  the  25th  Dec.  1820  to  the 

24lh  Dec.  1821 . 

Charge  of  the  Royal  Military  Asylum . 

For  discharging  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills, 
Irish  Treasury  Bills  and  Mint  Notes:  for 

1821  . 

One  hundredth  part  of  twenty-nine  millions  of 
Exchequer  Bills,  authorized  in  the  last  Ses¬ 
sion,  to  be  issued  and  charged  upon  the  Aids 
granted  in  the  present  Session,  to  be  issued 
and  paid  by  equal  Quarterly  Payments  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  he  by  them  placed  to  the  Account  of 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt;  for  the  year  ending  the  1st 

Feb.  1822 . .  . 

To  enable  his  Majesty  to  provide  for  such  Ex¬ 
penses  of  a  Civil  nature,  as  do  not  form  a  part 
of  the  ordinary  Charges  of  the  Civil  List;  for 

the  year  1821 . . . 

Expenses  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Royal 
Naval  Asylum  for  1,000  Orphan  Children  of 


SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 


SUMS 

Paid. 


<£. 

s. 

d. 

o£. 

s. 

d. 

6, 282,685 

11 

5 

5,164,742 

11 

1,195,107 

0 

0 

946,715 

7 

co 

8,736,092 

6 

8 

7,307,528 

18 

5f 

22,444 

3 

0 

21,000 

0 

0 

17,081 

5 

0 

8,500 

0 

0 

6,283 

10 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

3,520 

15 

0 

1,700 

0 

0 

6,757 

10 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

14,267 

15 

0 

7,133 

17 

6 

11,107 

10 

0 

4,500 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

300 

0 

O 

3,147 

15 

0 

3,147 

15 

O' 

16,915 

8 

4 

15,428 

3 

31 

32,226 

6 

10 

25,517 

2 

5 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

914,142 

9 

2 

290,000  0  0 


280,000  0  0 


217,500  0  0 


269,685  10  7 
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SERVICES — continued. 

SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

Sailors  and  Marines  ;  for  one  year,  commenc¬ 
ing  the  1st  Jan.  1821  . 

Expense  of  Works  and  Repairs  of  Public 

£.  s.  d. 

9,117  11  8 

06  •  $,  d 

Buildings;  for  1821 . . . 

Extraordinary  Expense  in  the  Department  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  for  seven  quarters, 
from  the  5<b  of  April  1820  to  the  5lb  of  Jan. 
1822,  for  Fittings  and  Furniture  to  the  Two 

40,000  0  0 

1,764  16  7 

Houses  of  Parliament  . 

Extraordinary  Expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
for  Prosecutions,  &c.  relating  to  the  Coin  of 

22,500  0  0 

16,776  6  4 

this  Kingdom  ;  for  1821  . 

8,000  0  0 

4,000  0  0 

Expense  of  Law  Charges  ;  for  182  l  . 

Salaries  and  Allowances  to  the  Officers  of  the 

25,000  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  ;  for  1821  ... 
Expense  attending  the  confining,  maintaining  and 

22,800  0  0 

22,136  9  8 

employing  Convicts  at  home  ;  for  1821  . 

For  defraying  the  amount  of  Bills  drawn  or  to 

90,532  0  0 

90,532  0  O 

be  drawn  from  New  South  Wales;  for  1821.. 
To  makegood  the  Deficiencies  of  the  Fee  Funds, 
in  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury,  three 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  Privy  Council ;  for 

100,000  0  0 

60,000  0  0 

1821  . . . 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Sum  grant¬ 
ed  in  the  last  Session,  to  defray  the  Contin¬ 
gent  Expenses  and  Messengers  Bills  in  the 
Departments  of  the  Treasury,  three  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State,  Privy  Council,  and  Lord  Cham- 

69,415  0  0 

48,444  9  7 

berlain  ;  for  1821 . 

For  defraying  the  Contingent  Expenses  and 
Messengers  Bills,  in  the  Departments  of  the 
Treasury,  three  Secretaries  of  Stale,  Privy 

8,706  0  2 

8,706  0  2 

Council,  and  lord  chamberlain  ;  for  1821 . 

For  defraying  the  Expenses  of  the  Houses  of 

80,005  0  0 

75,044  6  7 

Lords  and  Commons  ;  for  1821  . . . . 

For  his  Majesty’s  Foreign  and  other  Secret 

19,055  0  0 

13,589  10  1 

Services;  for  1821  . . 

Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Mint  in  the  Gold 

25,000  0  0 

1,034  10  O 

Coinage  ;  for  1821  . 

For  defraying  the  Charge  for  printing  Acts  of 
Parliament  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 
for  the  Sheriffs,  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  Chief 
Magistrates  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  for  the  acting  Justices  throughout  Great 
Britain;  also  for  printing  Bills,  Reports 
Evidence,  and  other  Papers  and  Accounts  for 

the  House  of  Lords  ;  for  1821  . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  incurred  in  1821, 
for  printing  1,750  Copies  of  the  76th  Volume 
of  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  being 

for  the  present  Session  . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  printing  the  Votes 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  present 

25,000  0  0 

21,000  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

25,000  0  0 

Session  . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  printing  Bills, 
Reports,  and  other  Papers,  by  Order  of  the 

3,500  0  0 

3,500  0  0 
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SERVICES — continued. 


SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 


SUMS 

Paid. 


House  of  Commons,  during  the  present  Ses¬ 
sion  . 

For  defraying  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  in 
1820,  for  re-printing  Journals  and  Reports  of 

the  House  of  Commons . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  re-printing  Jour¬ 
nals  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

in  1821  . . . . . 

To  defray  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1820, 
for  the  Expense  of  printing  Bills,  Reports, 
and  other  Papers,  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  during  the  last  Session  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  . 

To  defray  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1820, 
for  the  Charge  for  printing  Acts  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  for 
the  Sheriffs,  Clerks  of  the  Peace,  and  Chief 
Magistrates  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  for  the  acting  Justices  throughout  Great 
Britain  ;  also  for  printing  Bills,  Reports, 
Evidence,  and  other  Papers  and  Accounts  for 

the  House  of  Lords  . 

For  defraying  the  Salaries  to  certain  Officers, 
and  Expenses  of  the  Court  and  Receipt  of 

Exchequer  for  1821 . . 

For  defraying  the  Expenses  of  the  Establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Public  Office  Bow-street,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Horse  and  Foot  Patrole,  and  of 
the  Establishment  of  the  River  Police;  for 


<£, .  s.  d . 
20,000  0  0 

3,178  2  7 

3,000  0  0 

5,731  6  7 

3,700  1  10* 

7,000  0  0 


<£ •  5.  d. 

3,178  2  7 


5,731  6  7 


6,287  0  10 


1821 


33,567  0  0 


18,252  4  3 


For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Forts  and  Pos¬ 
sessions  of  the  African  Company,  how  about 

to  be  vested  in  his  Majesty  . 

For  completing  the  Measures  authorized  by  an 
Act  of  the  53rd  of  his  late  Majesty,  for  mak¬ 
ing  a  New  Street  from  Marylebone  Park  to 

Charing  Cross  . 

For  conveying  and  victualling  settlers  to  the 

Cape  of  Good  Hope;  in  1821  . 

For  making  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant  of 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  printing 
1,750  Copies  of  the  75th  Volume  of  Journals 

of  the  House  of  Commons . 

For  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  of  their  Clerks, 
and  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Office  , 

in  the  year  1821  . . . . 

For  paying,  in  1821,  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers, 
and  the  Contingent  Expenses  in  the  Office  for 
the  Superintendence  of  Aliens,  and  also  the 
Superannuation,  or  Retired  Allowances  to 
Officers  formerly  employed  in  that  Service  ... 
For  paying  the  Salaries  or  Allowances  granted 
to  certain  Professors  in  the  Universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  for  reading  Courses 
of  Lectures;  in  1821  . . . 


15,000  0  0 

100,000  0  0 

86,760  5  4 

1,068  4  7| 

8,400  0  0 

5,135  1  6 

953  7  6 


257  11  9 


80,000  0  0 


1,068  4  7§ 

4,400  0  0 


2,581  10  0 
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SERVICES— -continued. 


For  paying  the  usual  Allowances  to  Protestant 
Dissenting  Ministers  in  England,  poor  French 
Protestant  Refugee  Clergy,  and  poor  Pro¬ 
testant  Refugee  Laity,  and  sundry  small 
Charitable  and  other  Allowances  to  the  Poor 
of  St.  Martin’s-in-ihe-fields  and  others;  in 

1821  . 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  certain  Colonial  Ser¬ 
vices  heretofore  paid  out  of  the  Extraordina¬ 
ries  of  the  Army;  for  1821  . . . . 


SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 


ct  *  S.  da 


7,236  8  10 

2,442  1 0  0 


SUMS 

Paid. 


ot  •  d. 


2,268  4  5 
2,442  10  0 


The  following  Services  are  directed  to  be 
paid,  without  any  Fee  or  other  Deduction 
whatsoever : 


For  enabling  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum  to  carry  on  the  Trust  reposed  in  them 

by  Parliament  . . . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  Works  carrying 
on  at  the  College  of  Edinburgh;  for  1821  ... 
For  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  building  of  a 
Penitentiary  House  at  Milbank  ;  for  1821  ... 
For  defraying,  in  the  present  year,  the  payment 
of  the  Awards  of  the  Commissioners  (esta¬ 
blished  in  London,  in  pursuance  of  the  58lh 
of  his  late  Majesty,  for  carrying  into  effect  a 
Convention  between  his  late  Majesty  and  his 
most  Faithful  Majesty,  signed  at  London,  the 
28th  July,  1817),  to  Claimants  of  Portuguese 
Vessels  and  Cargoes  captured  by  British 
Cruizers,  on  account  of  the  unlawful  Trading 

in  Slaves  ;  since  the  1st  June  1814 . 

For  defraying,  in  1821,  the  Salaries  and  Inci¬ 
dental  Expenses  of  the  Commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  under  the 
Treaties  with  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  for  preventing  the  illegal  Traffic  in 
Slaves ;  and  in  pursuance  of  the  Acts  of  the 
58th  and  59th  of  his  late  Majesty,  for  carry¬ 
ing  the  said  Treaties  into  effect  . . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  National 

Vaccine  Establishment ;  for  1821  . 

For  the  Relief  of  American  Loyalists;  for  1821 
For  defraying  the  Expense  of  confining  and 
maintaining  Criminal  Lunatics  ;  for  1821  ... 
For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Allowances  or 
Compensations  granted  or  allowed  as  Retired 
Allowances,  or  Superannuations,  to  Persons 
formerly  employed  in  Public  Offices  or  De¬ 
partments,  or  in  the  Public  Service,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Provisions  of  the  50th  of  bis  late 

Majesty  ;  for  1821  . 

For  the  support  of  the  Institution  called  il  The 

Refuge  for  the  Destitute  ;”  for  1821  . 

To  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  relief,  in  1821, 


8,479  0  0 
10,000  0  0 
40,000  0  0 


75,000  0  0 


18,700  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

8,000  0  0 

3,306  10  0 


6,631  6  3 

5,000  0  0 


8,479  0  0 
10,000  0  0 
40,000  0  0 


55,591  8  6 


1,156  8  0 

3,000  0  0 

2,000  0  0 

1,636  12  10 


2,565  0  O 
5,000  0  0 
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SERVICES — continued. 

SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

to  Toulonese  and  Corsican  Emigrants,  Knights 
of  Malta,  Dutch  Naval  Officers,  Saint  Do¬ 
mingo  Sufferers,  and  others,  who  have  hereto¬ 
fore  received  Allowances  from  his  Majesty, 
and  who,  from  Services  performed  or  Losses 
sustained  in  the  British  Service,  have  special 
Claims  upon  his  Majesty’s  Justice  or  Libe- 

£•  S.  d, 

£.  s.  d. 

rality . . . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  Establishment 
of  the  Penitentiary  House  at  Mil  bank  ;  from 

22,100  0  0 

12,000  0  O 

the  ‘24th  June,  1821,  to  the  24th  June,  1822. 
For  defraying  the  Expense  of  Repairs  of  Henry 

23,000  0  0 

7,000  0  0 

the  Seventh’s  Chapel ;  for  1821  . . 

For  defraying  the  Sum  that  may  be  wanted  for 
1 821,  in  further  execution  of  an  Act  of  the 
46lh  of  his  late  Majesty,  for  discharging  out¬ 
standing  Demands,  and  purchasing  Houses 
and  Ground  for  the  further  Improvement  of 
Westminster,  in  conformity  to  the  Recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  their  Report,  dated 

2,456  4  7| 

2,456  4  7f 

the  31st  May  1810  . . . . 

To  enable  the  Commissioners  for  making  Roads 
and  building  Bridges  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  to  fulfil  their  Engagements  and 
close  their  Accounts,  the  Residue  to  be  held 
applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
Roads  and  Bridges,  under  the  Act  of  the  59lh 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty ;  and  also 
to  enable  the  said  Commissioners  to  close 
their  Accounts  with  regard  to  Harbours  and 
other  public  Works  in  Scotland,  under  the 
Act  of  the  46lh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late 

4,901  5  0 

4,901  5  0 

Majesty  . . .  . 

To  be  applied  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  an  Act  of  the  43rd  of  his  late  Majesty,  for 
making  Roads  and  building  Bridges  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  towards  making  a 
road  in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  being  part  of  a  line 
of  Road,  the  northern  portion  of  which  has 
already  been  completed  under  the  name  of 

10,000  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

the  Stein  Road  . . . . 

To  be  paid  to  General  Stephen  Borne,  Baron 
des  Forneaux,  or  his  Representative,  as  a 
Compensation  for  Losses  and  Damage  sus¬ 
tained  at  the  Capture  of  Guadaloupe,  in  1794 
To  enable  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  pro 
viding  a  convenient  Place  for  transacting  the 
Business  in  Bankruptcy,  to  defray  the  Ex¬ 
penses  of  erecting  new  Courts  for  the  Com- 

3,650  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

3,650  0  0 

missioners  of  Bankrupts  in  Basinghall-street 
To  enable  the  Commissioners  acting  under  an 
act  of  the  55th  of  his  late  Majesty,  to  com¬ 
plete  sundry  Improvements  in  the  Holyhead 

Road . . . 

For  defraying  the  Charges  of  Preparing  and 
Drawing  the  Lotteries  for  1821,  &c. 

2,300  0  0 

6,798  0  0 

18,000  0  0 

2,300  0  0 
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SERVICES — continued. 


SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 


£. 


s.  d. 


SUMS 

Paid. 


£. 


s.  d. 


For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  following 
Services  in  Ireland,  which  are  directed 
to  be  paid  Nett  in  British  Curreucy  : 


Civil  Contingencies  in  Ireland  ;  for  the  year 

ending  5th  Jan.  1822  . 

Probable  Expenditure  of  the  Board  of  Works 

in  Ireland  ;  for  1821  . . . 

Charge  of  Printing,  Stationery,  and  other  Dis¬ 
bursements  for  the  Chief  and  Under  Secre¬ 
taries’  Offices  and  Apartments,  and  other 
Public  Offices  in  Dublin  Castle,  &c. ;  and 
for  Riding  Charges  and  other  Expenses  of 
the  Deputy  Pursuivants,  and  extra  Mes¬ 
sengers  attending  the  said  Offices  ;  and  also 
Superannuated  Allowances  in  the  said  Chief 
Secretary’s  Office  ;  for  one  year,  ending  the 

5th  Jan.  1 822  . . . . . 

Expense  of  publishing  Proclamations  and  other 
matters  of  a  public  nature  in  the  Dublin  Ga¬ 
zelle  and  other  Newspapers  in  Ireland  ;  for 

one  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1822 . 

Expense  of  printing  1,500  Copies  of  a  com¬ 
pressed  Quarto  Edition  of  the  Statutes  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  for  the  use  of  the  Magis¬ 
trates  of  Ireland  ;  and  also  250  Copies  of  a 
Folio  Edition  of  the  same,  bound  for  the  use 
of  the  Lords,  Bishops,  and  Public  Officers  in 

Ireland  . . . 

Expense  of  Criminal  Prosecutions,  and  other 
Law  Expenses  in  Ireland  ;  for  one  year  end¬ 
ing  5lh  Jan.  1822 . . . 

Expense  of  apprehending  Public  Offenders  in 
Ireland  ;  for  one  year  ending  5th  Jan.  1822... 
For  completing  the  Sum  necessary  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Non-conforming  Ministers  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  for  the  same  time  . 

For  the  support  of  the  Seceding  Ministers  from 
the  Synod  of  Ulster  in  Ireland  ;  for  one  year 

ending  25th  March  1822  . 

For  the  Support  of  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Mi¬ 
nisters  in  Ireland  ;  for  one  year  ending  5 th 

Jan.  1822  . . 

For  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Lottery  Offices  iti 
Ireland;  for  one  year  ending  the  24th  June 

1821  . . . 

Works  of  Ho  vvth  Harbour;  in  1821  . 

Works  at  Dunmore  Harbour  ;  in  1821  .. ...... 

For  the  Establishment  and  Maintenance  of  the 
Public  Navigations  in  Ireland  ;  vested  in 
the  Directors  of  Inland  Navigations  ;  for 

1821  . 

Expense  of  the  Police  and  Watch  Establish¬ 
ments  of  the  City  and  District  of  Dublin  ; 
for  the  year  ending  the  5th  Jan.  1822  . 


20,000  0  0 
14,000  0  0 

16,700  0  0 

7,000  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

20,000  0  0 
1,000  0  0 

8,697  4  7| 

4,034  15  5 

756  0  0 

1,718  0  0 

3,978  0  0 

10,000  0  0 

4,000  0  0 

25,000  0  0 


19,500  0  Of 

8,542  6  4f 

13,703  14  4f 

6,908  16  Of 


1,253 

4 

n 

15,445 

4 

n 

258 

9 

2f 

6,522 

18 

2,017 

7 

CO 

Sir- 

756 

0 

0 

1,718 

0 

0 

3,978 

0 

0 

2,769 

4 

ni 

*4 

4,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 
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SE  R,  VICES — continued. 


SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 


For  enabling  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
issue  Money  from  time  to  time,  in  aid  of 
Schools  established  by  Voluntary  Contribu¬ 
tions  . 

For  paying  the  Salaries  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Duties,  Salaries 
and  Emoluments  of  the  Officers,  Clerks,  and 
Ministers  of  Justice  in  all  Temporal  and  Ec¬ 
clesiastical  Courts  in  Ireland  ;  for  one  year 

ending  5th  Jan.  1822  . 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  building  Churches 
and  Glebe  Houses,  and  of  purchasing  Glebes 
in  Ireland  ;  for  one  year  ending  5th  Jan. 

1822  . . . . 

For  further  defraying  the  expense  of  building 
Churches  and  Glebe  Houses,  and  of  pur¬ 
chasing  Glebes  in  Ireland ;  for  the  same 

time  . . . 

Trustees  of  the  Linen  and  Hempen  Manufac¬ 
tures,  for  the  same  time  ;  to  be  by  the  6aid 
Trustees  applied  in  such  manner  as  shall  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  to  be  most  conducive  to  promote 
and  encourage  the  said  Manufactures  in  Ire¬ 
land  . . . . . 

Commissioners  for  making  wide  and  convenient 
streets  in  Dublin  ;  for  one  year  ending  5th 

Jan.  1822  . . . . . 

Additional  Allowance  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Navigation  in  Ireland  ;  for 

the  same  time . . . . . . 

To  be  applied  in  Aid  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy 

for  the  same  time  . . . . . 

Protestant  Charter  Schools  of  Ireland  ;  for  the 

same  lime  . . . . . 

Foundling  Hospital  in  Dublin  ;  for  the  same 

time  . . . 

House  of  Industry,  Hospitals  and  Asylums  for 
Industrious  Children  in  Dublin  ;  for  the  same 

time  . 

Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Dublin  ;  for  the 

same  time  . . . 

Hibernian  Society  for  Soldiers  Children  ;  for 

the  same  time  . . 

Hibernian  Marine  Society  in  Dublin  ;  for  the 

same  time  . . . 

Female  Orphan  House  in  the  Circular  Road 

near  Dublin  ;  for  the  same  time  . 

Westmorland  Lock  Hospital  in  Dublin  ;  for  the 

same  time  . . . 

Lying-in  Hospital  in  Dublin ;  for  the  same 

time  . .  . . - . 

Dr.  Steven’s  Hospital ;  for  the  same  time  . 

Fever  Hospital  and  House  of  Recovery  in  Cork- 

street  Dublin  ;  for  the  same  time . 

Hospital  for  Incurables  in  Dublin;  for  the 
same  time . . . . . 


£.  s.  d. 

4,000  0  0 


6,000  0  0 

9,230  0  0 

18,461  0  0 


19,938 

9 

H 

11,000 

0 

0 

276 

18 

5| 

300 

0 

0 

20,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

19,600 

0 

0 

5,500 

0 

0  , 

8,000 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

0 

2,400 

0 

0 

3,400 

0 

0 

2,800 

0 

0 

1,400 

0 

0 

4,500 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

» 

SUMS 

Paid. 

£.  s.  d. 

1,041  6  2f 

4.500  0  0 

9,230  0  0 

18,461  0  0 

19,938  9  2f 
11,000  0  0 
276  18  5j 

13,846  3  1 

30,000  0  0 

19,600  0  0 

5.500  0  0 
8,000  0  0 
1,600  0  0 

2.400  0  0 

3.400  0  0 

1 ,846  3  1 

1.400  0  0 

4,500  0  0 

300  0  0 
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SERVICES — continued. 

SUMS 

Voted  or  Granted. 

SUMS 

Paid. 

Roman  Catholic  Seminary  in  Ireland  ;  for 

the 

«£. 

s. 

d. 

£• 

s. 

d . 

same  time  . . . 

8,928 

0 

0 

8,928 

0 

0 

Association  incorporated  for  discountenancing 

Vice  and  promoting  the  Knowledge 

and 

Practice  of  the  Christian  Religion  in 

Ire- 

6,464 

0 

0 

land  for  the  same  time  . . 

6,464 

0 

0 

Green  Coat  Hospital  of  the  City  of  Cork 

;  for 

107 

0 

0 

the  same  lime . . . . 

107 

0 

0 

Cork  Institution  for  the  same  time  .... 

2,300 

0 

0 

2,300 

0 

0 

Society  for  promoting  the  Education  of 

the 

10,000 

0 

0 

Poor  in  Ireland  ;  for  the  same  time. . 

10,000 

0 

0 

Dublin  Society  ;  for  the  same  time . 

7,000 

0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

Farming  Society  of  Ireland  \  for  the  same 

time 

2,500 

0 

0 

923 

1 

<>! 

19,415,251 

10 

64 

15,914,208 

7 

Of 

To  pay  off  and  discharge  Exchequer  Bills, 
and  that  the  same  be  issued  and  applied 
towards  paying  off  and  discharging  any 
Exchequer  Bills  charged  upon  the  Aids  or 
Supplies  of  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820 
and  1821,  now  remaining  unpaid  or  unpro¬ 
vided  for . 29,000,000  0  0 

To  pay  off  and  discharge 
Exchequer  Bills  issued 
pursuant  to  several  Acts 
of  57th  and  58th  of  his 
late  Majesty,  and  one 
Act  of  the  first  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  authorizing 
the  issue  of  Exchequer 
Bills,  for  the  carrying  on 
Public  Works  and  Fish¬ 
eries  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  and  for  building 
and  promoting  the  build¬ 
ing  of  additionalChurches, 
over  and  above  the 
amount  granted  in  the 
last  Session  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  discharge 
of  Exchequer  Bills, issued 
■  under  the  two  first- 
mentioned  Acts  .  206,400  0 


0 


To  pay  off  and  discharge  Irish  Treasury 
Bills  charged  upon  the  Aids  or  Supplies  of 
the  year  1821,  outstanding  and  unprovided 
for  . 


29,206,400  0  0 


1,500,000  0  0 


50,121,651  10 


61 


16,751,700  0  0 


1,500,000  0  0 


34,165,908  7 


Of 
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PAYMENTS  FOR  OTHER  SERVICES, 

Not  being  part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year, 

James  Fisher,  Esq.  on  his  Salary  for  additional  trouble  in  pre¬ 
paring  Exchequer  Bills,  pursuant  to  Act  48  Geo.  3,  c,  1 . 

Expenses  in  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  oj 

the  National  Debt  . . . . 

Expenses  in  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  issuing  Commer¬ 
cial  Exchequer  Bills . . . ..... 

Expenses  in  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Redemption 

of  Ihe  Land  Tax..... . 

Expenses  in  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  for  inquiring  into 
the  Collection  and  Management  of  the  Revenue  in  Ireland  . ... 

To  enable  the  Commissioners  or  Governors  of  the  Royal  Hospital 
for  Seamen  at  Greenwich  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Out- 
Pensioners  of  the  said  Hospital,  pursuant  to  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4, 

c.  98  . . . 

Bank  of  England,  for  Management  on  Life  Annuities . 

Ditto  for  receiving  the  Lotteries  of  1821 . . . 


Amount  of  Sums  voted,  as  above . . . . . , 

Total  Sums  voted,  and  Payments  for  Services  not  voted.. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS 
for  answering  the  foregoing  Services. 

Duly  on  Malt,  Sugar,  Tobacco  and  Snuff,  Foreign  Spirits  and 

Sweets,  and  on  Pensions,  Offices,  &c . . . 

Excise  Duty  on  Tea,  per  Act  59,  Geo.  3,  c.  53  . . . . . 

Profits  of  Lotteries,  estimated  at 


Monies  to  ari  <e  from  the  Sale  of  Old  Naval  and  Victualling  Stores 
Loan  per  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  o.70,  from  the  Commissioners  for  the 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  . . . . . 

Bank  of  Ireland,  advance  for  Increase  of  their  Capital . 

Indemnity  payable  by  the  French  Government . 

Surplus  of  the  Grants,  for  the  year  1820  . . . 

Unclaimed  Dividends,  & c.,  alter  deducting  repayments  to  the 

Bank,  tor  Deficiencies  of  Balance  in  their  Hands . 

Interest  on  Land  Tax  redeemed  by  Money  . .  . .  ... 

Repayments  on  Account  of  Exchequer  Bills  issued  pursuant  to 
two  Acts  of  the  57th  year  of  his  late  Majesty,  for  carrying  on 


Public  Works  and  Fisheries  in  the  United  Kingdom 


Exchequer  Bills  voted  in  Ways  and  Means  ; 

1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  71  .  Jf  .29,000,000  0  0 

Irish  Treasury  Bills,  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  e.  80 .  1,000,000  0  0 


Total  Ways  and  Means, 


Sums  granted  as  per  preceding  page. 
Paid  for  Services  not  voted  . 


*  M  •  • 


of. 

s. 

d. 

469 

16 

6| 

6,700 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

2,335 

19 

4 

4,000 

0 

0 

251,400 

0 

0 

1,700 

18 

i| 

3,000 

0 

0 

273,606 

14 

0 

50,121,651 

10 

6* 

50,395,253 

4 

61 

> 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

4,000,000 

0 

0 

1,500,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

163,400 

0 

0 

43,000,000 

0 

0 

461,538 

9 

2f 

500,000 

0 

0 

81,630 

6 

0 

83,530 

4 

r* 

O 

82 

8 

if 

114  570 

3 

6 

20,104,801 

11 

n 

30,000,000 

0 

0 

50,104,801 

11 

If 

50,121,651 

10 

6| 

273,606 

14 

0 

50,395,258 

4 

6* 1 

50, 1 04)80 1 

11 

H 

290,456 

13 

Si 

Amount  of  Ways  and  Means,  as  above 
Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means  . 
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PUBLIC  GENERAL  ACTS, 

Passed  in  the  Third  Session  of  the  Seventh  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland . — 2  and  3  GEO,  IV* 
1822. 


I.  AN  Act  to  suppress  Insurrections 
and  prevent  disturbance  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  peace  in  Ireland,  until  the  1st 
day  of  August,  1822. 

II.  An  Act  to  empower  the  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant,  or  other  chief  governor  or 
governors  of  Ireland,  to  apprehend 
and  detain,  until  the  1st  day  of 
August,  1822,  such  persons  as  he  or 
they  shall  suspect  of  conspiring 
against  his  majesty’s  person  and  go¬ 
vernment. 

III.  An  Act  for  indemnifying  such 
persons  as  have  seized  or  detained 
any  arms  or  gunpowder  in  Ireland, 
since  the  1st  day  of  November,  1821, 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace. 

IV.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  arms,  gunpowder,  and  am¬ 
munition  into  Ireland,  and  the  mak¬ 
ing,  removing,  selling,  and  keeping 
of  arms,  gunpowder,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  in  Ireland,  for  seven  years,  and 
from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  then 
next  session  of  parliament. 

V.  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an 
act  made  in  the  fifty -fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  majesty,  for 
taking  an  account  of  the  population 
of  Ireland,  as  relates  to  certain  ex¬ 
penses  to  be  incurred  under  the  said 
act. 

V I.  An  Act  for  continuing  to  his  ma¬ 
jesty  certain  duties  oil  sugar,  to¬ 
bacco,  and  snuff,  foreign  spirits,  and 
sweets,  in  Great  Britain,  and  on 
pensions,  offices,  and  personal  es¬ 
tates  in  England ;  and  for  receiv¬ 
ing  the  contributions  of  persons 
receiving  pensions  and  holding  of¬ 
fices  ;  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1822.  '■ 

VII.  An  Act  for  applying  certain  mo¬ 
nies  therein  mentioned  for  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  year  1822. 

VIII.  An  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of 


twenty  millions  by  exchequer  bills^ 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1822. 

IX.  An  Act  for  transferring  several 
annuities  of  51.  per  centum  per 
annum  into  annuities  of  4/.  per  cen¬ 
tum  per  annum. 

X.  An  Act  to  enable  in  certain  cases, 
the  opening  and  reading  of  com¬ 
missions  under  which  the  judges  sit 
upon  the  circuits,  after  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  holding  assizes. 

XI.  An  Act  for  the  regulating  of  his 
majesty’s  royal  marine  forces  while 
on  shore. 

XII.  An  Act  to  indemnify  such  per¬ 
sons  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  have 
omitted  to  qualify  themselves  for 
offices  and  employments,  and  for 
extending  the  time  limited  for  those 
purposes  respectively,  until  the 
25th  day  of  March,  1823;  and  to 
permit  such  persons  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  as  have  omitted  to  make  and  file 
affidavits  of  the  execution  of  inden¬ 
tures  of  clerks  to  attornies  and  soli¬ 
citors,  to  make  and  file  the  same  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  Trinity 
term,  1822,  and  to  allow*  persons  to 
make  and  file  such  affidavits,  al¬ 
though  the  persons  whom  they  serv¬ 
ed  shall  have  neglected  to  take  out 
their  annual  certificates. 

XIII.  An  Act  for  punishing  mutiny 
and  desertion;  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  and  their  quar¬ 
ters. 

XIV.  An  Act  for  rectifying  mis¬ 
takes  in  the  names  of  the  land-tax 
commissioners,  and  for  appointing 
additional  commissioners,  and  in¬ 
demnifying  such  persons  as  have 
acted  without  due  authority  in  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  acts  therein  recited. 

XV.  An  Act  for  further  continuing, 
until  the  25th  day  of  March  1823, 
an  act  of  the  fifty -eighth  year  of  his 
late  majesty,  for  preventing  aliens: 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE 


32!) 


from  becoming  naturalized,  or  being 
made  or  becoming  denizens,  except 
in  certain  cases. 

XVI.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  made 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
for  amending  the  several  acts  for 
the  regulation  of  attornies  and  soli- 
citors. 

XVII.  An  Act  for  converting  annui¬ 
ties  and  debentures  of  51.  per  cen¬ 
tum  per  annum,  payable  at  the 
bank  of  Ireland,  into  new  annuities 
of  4/.  per  centum  per  annum. 

XVIII.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  excise 
duty  on  malt,  charged  by  an  act 
made  in  the  second  year  of  his  pre¬ 
sent  majesty,  to  allow  the  said  duty 
on  malt  in  stock,  and  to  make  re¬ 
gulations  for  better  securing  the  du¬ 
ties  on  malt. 

XIX.  An  Act  to  enable  two  or  more 
of  the  commissioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  when  the  number  of 
such  commissioners  is  less  than  six, 
to  do  certain  acts  heretofore  done 
by  three  or  more  of  the  same  com¬ 
missioners. 

XX.  An  Act  for  fixing  the  rates  of 
subsistence  to  be  paid  to  innkeepers 
and  others  on  quartering  soldiers. 

XXI.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  passed 
in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majesty  king  George  3rd,  for 
establishing  fever  hospitals,  and  for 
making  other  regulations  for  relief  of 
the  suffering  poor,  and  for  prevent¬ 
ing  the  increase  of  infectious  fevers 
in  Ireland. 

XXII.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act, 
passed  in  the  first  year  of  his  present 
majesty's  reign,  for  the  assistance  of 
trade  and  manufactures  in  Ireland, 
by  authorizing  the  advance  of  cer¬ 
tain  sums  for  the  support  of  com¬ 
mercial  credit  there. 

XXIII.  An  Act  to  facilitate  summary 
proceedings  before  justices  of  the 
peace  and  others. 

XXIV.  An  Act  for  extending  the 
laws  against  receivers  of  stolen  goods 
to  receivers  of  stolen  bonds,  bank 
notes,  and  other  securities  for 
money. 

XXV.  An  Act  to  continue  until  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1826,  an  act  of 
the  twenty-third  year  of  his  late 
majesty,  for  the  more  effectual  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  manufacture  of  flax 


and  cotton  in  Great  Britain  :  and  to 
amend  the  law  in  respect  of  the 
allowances  of  excise  duties  on  starch 
and  soap  used  in  certain  manufac¬ 
tures. 

XXVI.  An  Act  to  reduce  the  rate 
of  interest  payable  on  the  sum  of 
1, 250,000/’.,  advanced  by  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  bank  of  Ireland 
for  the  public  service,  under  an  act 
made  in  the  forty-eighth-year  of  his 
late  majesty. 

XXVII.  An  Act  to  amend  and  con¬ 
tinue,  until  the  5th  day  of  July, 
1826,  so  much  of  an  act  made  in  the 
fifty-fifth  year  of  his  late  majesty, 
as  relates  to  additional  duties  of  ex¬ 
cise,  in  Great  Britain,  on  excise  li¬ 
censes. 

XXVIII.  An  Act  to  continue,  so 
long  as  the  bounties  now  payable  on 
Irish  linens  when  exported  from 
Ireland  shall  continue,  the  boun¬ 
ties  on  British  and  Irish  linen  ex¬ 
ported. 

XXIX.  An  Act  to  continue  until  the 
25th  day  of  January,  1823,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  parliament,  an  act  made  in 
the  fifty  fourth  year  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty,  for  rendering  the  payment  of 
creditors  more  equal  and  expedi¬ 
tious  in  Scotland. 

XXX.  An  Act  for  reducing,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  duty 
on  malt,  the  duty  on  malt  made 
from  bear  or  bigg  only,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

XXXI.  An  Act  to  grant  countervail¬ 
ing  duties,  and  to  allow  equivalent 
drawbacks  on  malt,  beer,  and  spirits 
imported  and  exported  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

XXXII.  An  Act  for  repealing  the 
duties  on  plain  silk  net  or  tulle,  and 
for  granting  new  duties  in  lieu 
thereof. 

XXXIII.  An  Act  for  altering  and 
amending  several  acts  passed  in  the 
first  and  ninth  years  ol  the  reign  of 
king  George  the  1st,  and  in  the 
forty  first,  fifty-second,  fifty-sixth, 
and  fifty -seventh  years  of  the  reign 1 
of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the 
3rd,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the 
recovery  of  damages  committed  by 
riotous  and  tumultuous  assemblies 
and  unlawful  and  malicious  offend- 
crs- 

XXXIV.  All  Act  for  the  employment 
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of  the  poor  iii  certain  districts  in 
Ireland. 

XXXV.  All  Act  to  make  perpetual, 
and  to  amend,  several  acts  made  in 
the  thirty-eighth,  fortieth,  and 
fiftieth  years  of  the  reign  of  his  late 
majesty  king  George  the  3rd,  for 
the  management,  support,  regu¬ 
lation,  and  maintenance  of  the 
Foundling  hospital  in  Dublin  ;  and 
to  make  further  provision  for  the 
regulation  and  maintenance  of  the 
said  hospital. 

XXXVI.  An  Act  to  reduce  the  duty 
of  excise  on  malt,  made  in  Ireland, 
and  certain  drawbacks  in  respect 
thereof. 

XXXVII.  An  Act  to  extend  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  an  act,  passed  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  for  inquiring 
into  the  collection  and  management 
of  the  revenue  in  Ireland. 

XXXVIII.  An  Act  for  the  further 
and  more  adequate  punishment  of 
persons  convicted  of  manslaughter, 
and  of  servants  convicted  of  robbing 
their  masters,  and  of  accessories  be¬ 
fore  the  fact  to  grand  larceny,  and 
certain  other  felonies. 

XXXIX.  An  Act  for  preventing 
frauds  upon  creditors,  by  secret  war¬ 
rants  of  attorney  to  confess  judg¬ 
ment. 

XL.  An  Act  for  consolidating  into  one 
act  and  amending  the  laws  relating 
to  idle  and  disorderly  persons, 
rogues  and  vagabonds,  incorrigible 
rogues,  and  other  vagrants,  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

XLI.  An  Act  to  repeal  divers  ancient 
statutes  and  parts  of  statutes,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  importation 
and  exportation  of  goods  and  mer¬ 
chandize  from  and  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 

XLII.  An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts, 
and  parts  of  acts,  relating  to  the 
importation  of  goods  and  merchan¬ 
dize. 

XLIII.  An  Act  for  the  encouragement 
of  navigation  and  commerce,  by  re¬ 
gulating  the  importation  of  goods 
and  merchandize,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  countries  or  places  from  whence, 
and  the  ships  in  which  such  impor¬ 
tation  shall  be  made. 

XLIV.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  trade 
between  his  majesty’s  possessions  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  and 


other  places  in  America  and  the  Wes& 
Indies. 

XLV.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  trade 
between  his  majesty’s  possessions  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world. 

XLVI.  An  Act  for  the  more  speedy 
return  and  levying  of  fines,  penal¬ 
ties,  and  forfeitures,  and  recogni¬ 
zances  estreated. 

XLVII.  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  of 
his  present  majesty,  for  explaining 
an  act  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
queen  Anne,  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
interest  without  prejudice  to  par¬ 
liamentary  securities,  and  to  sub* 
stitute  other  provisions  in  lieu 
thereof. 

XLVIII.  An  Act  to  repeal  "  certain 
tonnage  duties  of  customs  on  ships 
or  vessels. 

XLIX.  An  Act  concerning  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  sheriffs  depute  of  the 
counties  of  Edinburgh  and  Lanark. 

L.  An  Act  to  extend  the  period  al¬ 
lowed  to  persons  compounding  for 
their  assessed  taxes,  and  to  give  fur¬ 
ther  relief  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned. 

LI.  An  x4ct  for  apportioning  the  bur¬ 
then  occasioned  by  the  military 
and  naval  pensions  and  civil  super¬ 
annuations,  by  vesting  an  equal  an¬ 
nuity  in  trustees  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

LIL  An  Act  to  grant  certain  duties  in 
Scotland,  upon  wash  and  spirits 
made  from  corn  or  grain,  and  upon 
licenses  for  making  and  keeping  of 
stills  ;  and  to  regulate  the  distilla¬ 
tion  of  such  spirits  for  home  con¬ 
sumption  ;  and  for  better  prevent¬ 
ing  private  distillation  in  Scotland, 
until  the  10th  dav  of  November, 
1824 

LIII.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  manu¬ 
facture  and  sale  of'  scorched  or  roast¬ 
ed  corn,  peas,  beans,  or  parsnips, 
and  of  cocoa  paste,  broma,  and  other 
mixtures  of  cocoa. 

LIV.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  rates,  du¬ 
ties,  and  taxes  payable  in  respect  of 
fire  hearths  and  windows  in  Ireland, 
and  to  exempt  certain  persons  from 
the  tax  on  dogs. 

LV.  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual 
administration  of  the  office  of  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace  in  and  near  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  and  for  the  more  effectual 
prevention  of  depredations  on  the 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE.  331 


hiver  Thames  and  its  vicinity,  for 
seven  years. 

LVI.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  regulation  of  certain  offices 
relating  to  the  receipt  of  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  exchequer  in  Ireland. 

LVII.  An  Act  for  transferring  such  of 
the  duties  of  the  commissioners  or 
governors  of  Kilmainham  hospital, 
as  relate  to  the  management  and 
payment  of  out-pensions,  to  the 
commissioners  of  Chelsea  hospital. 

LVIII.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  his  majesty’s  woods, 
forests,  and  land  revenues  to  effect 
improvements  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Parliament-street,  and  Privy- 
garden,  within  the  liberty  of  West¬ 
minster. 

LIX.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1824,  the  low  duties 
en  coals  and  culm  carried  coastwise 
to  any  port  within  the  principality 
of  Wales. 

LX.  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  importation  of  corn. 

LXI.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  certain  contracts,  and  to 
authorize  the  courts  of  chancery 
and  exchequer  to  make  orders  in 
cases  which  may  arise  out  of  the 
conversion  of  certain  annuities  of 
51.  per  centum  per  annum  into  an¬ 
nuities  of  \l.  per  centum  per  annum; 
and  for  paying  off  such  proprietors 
of  51.  per  centum  annuities  as  shall 
dissent  from  receiving  4?.  per  centum 
annuities  in  lieu  thereof. 

LXII.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  fees 
chargeable  in  his  majesty’s  general 
register  house  at  Edinburgh,  and 
for  completing  the  buildings  neces¬ 
sary  for  keeping  the  public  records 
of  Scotland  therein. 

LX1II.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  quit  rents  and  other  rents,  and 
the  sale  and  demise  of  lands,  tithes, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  the 
property  of  his  majesty,  in  right  of 
the  crown,  in  Ireland. 

LXIV.  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  prisons  in  Ireland. 

LXV.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
5th  day  of  July,  1823,  an  act  of  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  his  late  majesty, 
for  rendering  the  growing  produce 
of  the  consolidated  fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  arising  in  Great 
Britain,  available  for  the  public  ser¬ 
vice. 


LXYI.  An  Act  for  authorizing  the 
commissioners  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt  to  discharge  the 
exchequer  bills  issued  to  pay  the 
proprietors  of  51.  per  centum  an¬ 
nuities,  who  dissented  from  receive 
ing  4/.  per  centum  annuities  in  lieu 
thereof. 

LXVII.  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  excise  licences  act  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  session  as  regards  the  carrying 
on  of  trade  in  more  than  one  place. 

LXVIII.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
charge  of  the  addition  to  the  public 
funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  for  defraying  the  expense 
of  military  and  naval  pensions  and 
civil  superannuations. 

LXIX.  An  Act  to  enable  the  judges 
of  the  several  courts  of  record  at 
Westminster,  to  make  regulations 
respecting  the  fees  of  the  officers, 
clerks,  and  ministers  of  the  said 
courts. 

LXX.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
5th  day  of  January,  1833,  an  act  of 
the  thirty -seventh  year  of  his  late 
majesty,  for  suspending  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  an  act  of  the  seventeenth 
year  of  his  late  majesty,  for  restrain¬ 
ing  the  negociation  of  promissory 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  under 
a  limited  sum,  in  England. 

LXXI.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  cruel 
and  improper  treatment  of  cattle. 

LXXII.  An  Act  to  amend  and  render 
more  effectual  two  acts,  passed  in 
the  fifty-eighth  and  fifty-ninth  years 
of  his  late  majesty,  for  building  and 
promoting  the  building  of  additional 
churches  m  populous  parishes. 

LXXIII.  An  Act  for  raising  a  loan  of 
seven  millions  five  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  from  the  commissioners 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt. 

LXXIV.  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws 
relating  to  bankrupts  under  joint 
commissions. 

LXXV.  An  Act  to  amend  certain 
provisions  of  the  twenty-sixth  of 
George  the  2nd,  for  the  better  pre¬ 
venting  of  clandestine  marriages. 

LXXYI.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
of  the  last  session  of  parliament,  for 
allowing  to  distillers  for  home  con¬ 
sumption  in  Scotland  a  drawback  of 
a  portion  of  the  duty  on  malt  used 
bv  them. 

LXXV II.  An  Act  for  amending  the 
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laws  for  regulating  the  manner  of 
licensing  alehouses  in  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  called  Eng¬ 
land,  and  for  the  more  effectually 
preventing  disorders  therein. 

LXXVIII.  An  Act  to  enable  his 
majqsty  to  make  leases,  copies,  and 
grants  of  offices,  lands,  and  heredi¬ 
taments,  parcel  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall,  or  annexed  to  the  same. 

LX XI X.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  of 
the  fifty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majesty,  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  commissioners  for  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  several  endowed  schools 
in  Ireland. 

LXXX.  An  Act  to  continue,  until 
the  first  day  of  August,  1823,  an 
act  made  in  this  present  session  of 
parliament,  for  suppressing  insur¬ 
rections  and  preventing  disturb¬ 
ances  of  the  public  peace  in  Ireland. 

LXXXI.  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws 
relating  to  bankrupts. 

LXXXI  I.  An  Act  for  reducing  the 
duties  of  excise  payable  upon  salt 
in  England,  and  repealing  the  duties 
upon  salt  (not  being  foreign  salt), 
and  reducing  the  duties  upon  foreign 
salt  payable  in  Scotland. 

A, XX XIII.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  ad¬ 
ditional  duties  and  drawbacks  on 
leather,  granted  and  allowed  by  two 
acts  of  his  late  majesty,  and  to  grant 
other  drawbacks  in  lieu  thereof,  and 
to  secure  the  duties  on  leather. 

LXXXI V.  An  Act  to  authorize  cer¬ 
tain  temporary  advances  of  money, 
for  the  relief  of  the  distresses  exist¬ 
ing  in  Ireland. 

LXXXV.  An  Act  to  allow  peremp¬ 
tory  challenge  of  jurors  in  criminal 
trials  in  Scotland. 

LXXXVI.  An  Act  to  amend  two 
acts  of  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his 
late  majesty,  and  the  first  year  of 
his  present  majesty,  for  authorizing 
the  issue  of  exchequer  bills,  and 
the  advance  of  money  for  carrying 
on  public  works  and  fisheries,  and 
employment  of  the  poor;  and  to 
authorize  a  further  issue  of  exche¬ 
quer  bills  for  the  purposes  of  the 
said  acts. 

LXXXVII.  An  Act  to  enable  his 
majesty’s  court  of  exchequer  to  sit, 
and  the  lord  chief  baron,  or  any 
other  baron  of  the  said  court,  to  try 
Middlesex  issues,  elsewhere  than  in 
the  place  where  the  court  of  ex¬ 


chequer  is  commonly  kept  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex. 

LXXXVI  1 1.  An  Act  to  amend  the 
laws  relating  to  the  land  and  as¬ 
sessed  taxes,  and  to  regulate  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  receivers  general  in 
England  and  Wales. 

LXXXIX.  An  Act  to  provide  for 
the  charge  of  the  addition  to  the 
public  funded  debt  of  Great  Britain 
tor  the  service  of  the  year  1822. 

XC.  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue, 
until  the  5th  day  of  July,  1823,  cer¬ 
tain  additional  bounties  on  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  certain  silk  manufac¬ 
tures  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

XCI.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  common  good 
and  revenues  of  the  royal  burghs  of 
Scotland. 

XCII.  An  Act  to  explain  an  act  of 
the  fifty -third  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  late  majesty,  respecting  the  en¬ 
rolment  of  memorials  of  grants  of 
annuities. 

XCI  II.  An  Act  for  carrying  into  exe¬ 
cution  an  agreement  between  his 
maj  esty  and  the  East  India  company. 

XCIV.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
collection  and  payment  of  the  coun¬ 
tervailing  duties  and  drawbacks 
granted  by  an  act  of  this  present 
session  on  malt  and  other  articles 
imported  and  exported  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

XCV.  An  Act  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
duties  payable  in  respect  of  certain 
carriages  used  and  employed  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  passengers  for 
hire,  and  to  make  regulations  and 
provisions  relating  to  stage  coaches 
and  the  duties  thereon. 

XCVI.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
first  day  of  January,  1824,  an  act 
passed  in  the  59th  year  of  his  late 
majesty,  relating  to  imposing  and 
levying  duties  in  New  South  Wales ; 
to  authorize  the  imposing  and  levy¬ 
ing  other  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  said  colony;  and  to  sus¬ 
pend,  for  ten  years,  the  payment  of 
duty  on  the  importation  of  certain 
goods,  the  produce  of  New  South 
Wales. 

XCVII.  An  Act  to  continue  for  two 
years  an  act  of  the  fifty-sixth  year 
of  his  late  majesty,  for  establishing 
regulations  respecting  aliens  arriv¬ 
ing  in  or  resident  in  this  kingdom, 
in  certain  cases. 
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X  CVII I.  An  Act  for  enabling  his 
majesty  to  grant  pensions  to  the 
servants  of  her  late  majesty,  queen 
Caroline. 

XCIX.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
fifth  day  of  January,  1825,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  customs  payable  on  British 
salt  imported  into  Ireland ;  to  re¬ 
peal  the  duties  on  foreign  salt  im¬ 
ported  into  Ireland ;  and  to  grant 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

C.  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  contri¬ 
butors  for  the  erection  of  a  national 
monument  in  Scotland,  to  comme¬ 
morate  the  naval  and  military  vic¬ 
tories  obtained  during  the  late  war. 

CL  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  majesty 
a  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  by  lot¬ 
teries. 

CII.  An  Act  to  repeal  an  act  of  the 
first  and  second  year  of  his  present 
majesty,  for  facilitating  the  dispatch 
of  business  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
bench  ;  and  to  make  further  provi¬ 
sions  in  lieu  thereof. 

CIII.  An  Act  for  the  appointment  of 
constables,  and  to  secure  the  effec¬ 
tual  performance  of-  the  duties  of 
their  office,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  magistrates,  in  Ireland,  in  certain 
cases. 

CIV.  An  Act  to  continue,  until  the 
thirty -first  day  of  December,  1821, 
the  bounty  to  vessels  employed  in 
the  Greenland  seas  and  Davis’s 
Streights  ;  and  to  authorize  his  ma¬ 
jesty  to  alter  the  times  for  the  sail¬ 
ing  of  the  said  vessels,  and  any  of  the 
limitations  contained  in  the  acts  for 
allowing  the  said  bounty. 

CV.  An  Act  for  granting  rates  of  post¬ 
age  for  the  conveyance  of  letters 
and  packets  between  the  port  of  Li¬ 
verpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
and  the  Isle  of  Man. 

CVI.  An  Act  to  continue  for  one  year 
so  much  of  an  act  of  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  as  increases  the  du¬ 
ties  payable  on  sugar  imported  from 
the  East  Indies. 

CVII.  An  Act  to  allow,  until  the  first 
day  of  August,  1823,  a  drawback  of 
the  whole  of  the  duties  of  customs 
on  brimstone,  used  and  consumed 
in  the  making  and  preparing  oil  of 
vitriol  or  sulphuric  acid. 

CVIII.  An  Act  for  vesting  all  estates 
and  property  occupied  tor  the  bar¬ 
rack  service  in  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  the  principal 


officers  of  his  majesty’s  ordnance, 
and  for  granting  certain  powers  to 
the  said  principal  officers  in  relation 
thereto. 

CIX.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  duties  and 
drawbacks  on  barilla  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  ;  and  to  grant 
other  duties  and  drawbacks  in  lieu 
thereof. 

CX.  An  Act  to  amend  the  laws  for  the 
prevention  of  smuggling. 

CXI.  An  Act  to  allow,  until  the  tenth 
day  of  November,  1824,  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  spirits  distilled  from  com 
for  home  consumption  in  Scotland, 
to  parts  beyond  seas,  without  pay* 
ment  of  the  duty  of  excise  charge¬ 
able  thereon. 

CXII.  An  Act  to  authorize  the  fur¬ 
ther  advance  of  money  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund,  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  -works  of  a  public  nature,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  fish¬ 
eries  in  Ireland. 

CXIII.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
passed  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  late 
majesty,  for  directing  that  accounts 
of  increase  and  diminution  of  public 
salaries,  pensions,  and  allowances 
shall  be  annually  laid  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  for  regulating  and  con¬ 
trolling  the  granting  and  paying 
such  salaries,  pensions  and  allow¬ 
ances. 

CXIV.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
more  effectual  punishment  of  cer¬ 
tain  offences,  by  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour. 

CXV.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  qualifi¬ 
cation  of  persons  holding  the  office 
of  coroner  in  Ireland. 

CXVI.  An  Act  for  the  more  conve¬ 
nient  and  effectual  registering  in 
Ireland  deeds  executed  in  Great 
Britain. 

CXVII.  An  Act  to  reduce  the  stamp 
duties  on  reconveyances  of  mort¬ 
gages,  and  in  certain  other  cases; 
and  to  amend  an  act  of  the  last  ses¬ 
sion  of  parliament,  for  removing 
doubts  as  to  the  amount  of  certain 
stamp  duties  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  respectively. 

CXVII1.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
made  in  this  present  session  of  par¬ 
liament,  for  amending  an  act  made 
in  the  first  year  of  his  present  ma¬ 
jesty’s  reign,  for  the  assistance  of 
trade  and  manufactures  in  Ireland, 
by  authorizing  the  advance  of  cer- 
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tain  sums  for  the  support  of  com¬ 
mercial  credit  there. 

CXIX.  An  Act  to  regulate  the  trade 
of  the  provinces  of  Lower  and 
Upper  Canada,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses  relating  to  the  said  provinces. 

CXX.  An  Act  to  defray  the  charge 
of  the  pay,  clothing,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  the  disembodied  militia 
in  Great  Britain  ;  and  to  grant  al¬ 
lowances  in  certain  cases  to  subaltern 
officers,  adjutants,  quarter-masters, 
surgeons,  surgeons’  mates,  and  Ser¬ 
jeant  majors  of  militia,  until  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  1823. 

CXXI.  An  Act  to  defray,  until  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1823,  the 
charge  of  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  militia  of  Ireland;  and  for 
making  allowances  to  officers  and 
uarter-masters  of  the  said  militia 
uring  peace. 

CXXIX.  An  Act  for  raising  the  sum 
of  16,500,000/.  by  exchequer  bills, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1822. 

CXXI II.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  of 
the  first  year  of  his  present  majesty, 
for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
in  England. 

CXXIV.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act 
passed  in  the  first  and  second  years 
of  his  majesty’s  reign,  for  the  relief 
of  insolvent  debtors  in  Ireland. 

CXXV.  An  Act  to  enable  ecclesias¬ 
tical  persons,  and  others,  in  Ireland, 
to  grant  leases  of  tithes,  so  as  to 
bind  their  successors. 

CXXYI.  An  Act  to  amend  the  ge¬ 
neral  laws  now  in  being  for  regulat¬ 
ing  turnpike  roads  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England. 

CXXVII.  An  Act  for  applying  cer¬ 
tain  monies  therein  mentioned  for 
the  service  of  the  year  1822,  and 
for  further  appropriating  the  sup¬ 
plies  granted  in  this  session  of  par¬ 
liament. 


PUBLIC  ACTS, 

Of  a  Local  and  Personal  Nature, 
to  be  noticed  by  the  Courts. 

1.  AN  Act  for  continuing  the  term 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  two  acts  passed  for  build¬ 
ing  a  bridge  across  the  river  Tawey, 
at  a  place  called  the  Wich  Tre,  in 
the  parish  of  Llansamlett,  to  the 


opposite  shore  in  the  parish  of  Llan» 
gevelach  in  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan  ;  and  for  making  proper  avenues 
or  roads  to  and  from  the  said  bridge ; 
and  for  repairing  the  road  from 
Pentre  Brook,  near  a  place  called 
Aberdwyberthy,  in  the  parish  of 
Saint  John’s,  near  Swansea,  to  the 
said  Bridge. 

ii.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  certain  roads  leading  to  and 
from  Chepstow,  and  other  places  in 
the  counties  of  Monmouth  and  Glou¬ 
cester,  called  the  District  of  Chep¬ 
stow  and  the  New  Passage  District. 

iii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing,  widening,  amending,  and 
improving  the  roads  from  Wigan  to 
Preston,  in  the  county  palatine  of 
Lancaster. 

iv.  An  Act  to  enable  his  majesty’s  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  acting  for  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  to  build  an  ad¬ 
ditional  gaol,  house  of  correction, 
and  shire-house  for  the  said  county, 
and  for  other  purposes  relating 
thereto. 

v.  An  Act  for  enlarging  the  powers  of 
two  acts  of  his  late  majesty,  king 
George  the  Third,  for  rebuilding 
the  bridge  over  the  river  Ilea,  at 
the  town  of  Birmingham,  called 
Deritend-bridge ;  and  for  widening 
the  avenues  thereto,  and  making 
certain  other  improvements. 

vi.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  gas  the 
town  of  Bradford,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  thereof,  within  the  parish 
of  Bradford,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
the  county  of  York. 

vii.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  gas  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Wake¬ 
field  in  the  West  Riding  of  the 
county  of  York. 

viii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  and  improving  the  road  from 
the  old  bridge  in  the  town  of  Stock - 
port  in  the  county  palatine  of  Ches¬ 
ter,  to  or  near  Marple  Bridge  in 
the  said  county  ;  and  a  branch  from 
the  said  road,  near  Marple  Bridge 
aforesaid,  to  or  near  Tliornset  Gate 
in  the  county  of  Derby. 

ix.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  amend¬ 
ing  the  roads  from  Donington  High 
Bridge  to  Hale  Drove,  and  to  the 
eighth  mile  stone  in  the  parish  of 
Wigtoft,  and  to  Langret  Ferry  in 
the  county  of  Lincoln. 

x.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term, 
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and  altering,  amending,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  the  powers  of  several  acts  passed 
for  repairing  the  roads  from  Chappel 
Bar,  near  the  west  end  of  the  town 
of  Nottingham,  to  Newhaven ;  and 
from  the  Four  Lane  Ends,  near 
Oakerthorpe,  to  Ashbourne ;  and 
from  the  cross  post  on  Wirksworth 
Moor  to  join  the  road  leading  from 
Chesterfield  to  Chapel-en-le-Frith, 
at  or  near  Longston,  in  the  county 
of  Derby ;  and  from  Selstone  to 
Annesley  W odehouse,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham. 

xi.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering,  amending,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  the  powers  of  the  several  acts 
passed  for  repairing  the  road  from 
the  bars  at  Boughton,  within  the 
liberties  of  the  city  of  Chester,  to 
Whitchurch,  and  from  thence  to 
Newport,  in  the  county  of  Salop, 
and  other  roads  in  the  said  acts  men¬ 
tioned,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  first 
district  of  roads  in  the  said  acts 
mentioned ;  and  for  diverting  a 
certain  part  of  the  road  comprised 
within  the  said  district. 

xii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  the  roads  from  Nether 
Bridge  to  Leven’s  Bridge,  and  from 
thence  through  the  town  of  Mill- 
throp  to  Dixes ;  and  from  the  town 
of  Millthrop  to  Hangbridge,  and 
from  thence  to  join  the  Heronsyke 
turnpike  road,  near  Clawthrop  Hall 
in  the  county  of  Westmorland. 

xiii.  An  Act  for  making  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  road  from  Brighton  to  Shore- 
ham  Bridge,  in  the  county  of  Sus¬ 
sex. 

xiv.  An  Act  for  lighting  and  watching, 
and  for  regulating  the  police  within 
the  township  of  Chorlton  Bow,  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster. 

xv.  An  Act  for  lighting  the  town  and 
port  of  Dover,  and  places  adjacent, 
m  the  county  of  Kent,  with  gas. 

xvi.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term 
and  altering  the  powers  of  three 
acts,  for  repairing  the  roads  leading 
from  the  Byeway  in  the  parish  of 
Yarpole,  in  the  county  of  Hereford, 
to  Presteigne,  in  the*  county  of 
Badnor,  and  several  other  roads 
therein  mentioned  in  the  said  county 
of  Badnor,  and  in  the  counties  of 
Hereford  and  Salop. 

xvii.  An  Act  for  altering  and  enlarging 
the  terms  and  powers  of  certain  acts, 


so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the 
roads  from  Inchbelly-bridge  to 
Glasgow,  and  leading  over  Garngad- 
hill  to  Provan-mill,  and  other  roads 
branching  therefrom  or  connected 
therewith. 

xviii.  An  Act  for  further  continuing, 
until  the  1st  day  of  August,  1825, 
and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  then  next  session  of  parliament, 
the  powers  granted  by  an  act  of  the 
forty-sixth  year  of  his  late  majesty, 
for  enabling  the  commissioners  act¬ 
ing  in  execution  of  an  agreement 
made  between  the  East  India  com¬ 
pany  and  the  private  creditors  of 
the  nabobs  of  the  Carnatic,  the  better 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

xix.  An  Act  for  erecting  and  endow¬ 
ing  a  church  in  the  town  of  Liver¬ 
pool  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lan¬ 
caster,  to  be  called  Saint  Luke’s 
church ;  and  for  reviving  and  amend¬ 
ing  an  act  of  the  twenty-first  year 
of  king  George  the  2nd,  so  far  as 
relates  to  Saint  Thomas’s  church. 

xx.  An  Act  for  altering  and  enlarging 
the  powers  of  an  act  made  in  the 
forty-sixth  year  of  king  George  the 
3rd,  for  repairing  the  parish  church 
of  Great  Yarmouth  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  rebuilding  the  tower 
thereof. 

xxi.  An  Act  to  alter,  amend,  and  ex¬ 
plain  the  several  acts  passed  for  im¬ 
proving  and  rendering  more  commo¬ 
dious  the  port  and  harbour  of 
Bristol. 

xxii.  An  Act  for  further  continuing 
the  duties  and  altering  the  powers 
granted  by  six  several  acts  ot  their 
late  majesties  king  George  the  2nd 
and  king  George  the  3rd,  for  enlarg¬ 
ing  the  piers  and  harbour  of  Scar¬ 
borough  in  the  county  of  York. 

xxiii.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  for 
draining  and  improving  lands  in  the 
parishes  of  Bray,  White  Waltham, 
Shottesbrook,  Lawrence  Waltham, 
Binfield,  Buscomb,  Wargrave,  Be- 
menham,  and  Hurley,  in  the  county 
of  Berks,  and  the  liberties  of  Whist- 
ley  and  Broad  Hinton,  in  the  parish 
of  Hurst,  in  the  counties  of  Berks 
and  Wilts. 

xxiv.  An  Act  for  the  employment, 
maintenance,  and  regulation  of  the 
poor  of  the  city  of  Bristol ;  and  for 
altering  the  mode  of  assessing  the 
rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and 
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certain  rates  authorized  to  be  raised 
and  levied  within  the  said  city  by 
certain  acts  for  improving  the  har¬ 
bour  there,  and  for  paving,  pitching, 
cleansing,  and  lighting  the  same 
city ;  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  from 
the  collecting  of  such  rates ;  and  for 
amending  the  act  for  paving,  pitch¬ 
ing,  cleansing,  and  lighting  the  said 
city. 

xxv.  An  Act  for  lighting,  paving, 
cleansing,  watching  and  improving 
the  town  of  Barnsley  in  the  West 
Hiding  of  the  county  of  York. 

xxvi.  An  Act  to  amend  the  powers 
and  provisions  of  an  act  of  his  late 
majesty,  for  paving,  cleansing,  light¬ 
ing,  watching,  and  regulating  the 
streets  and  other  public  places 
within  the  city  of  Durham  and  bo¬ 
rough  of  Framwelgate,  and  suburbs 
thereof  and  streets  thereto  adjoin¬ 
ing,  and  other  purposes  relating 
thereto. 

xxvii.  An  Act  for  lighting,  paving, 
cleansing,  watching,  and  otherwise 
improving  the  town  of  Alnwick,  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland. 

xxviii.  An  Act  for  regulating,  main¬ 
taining,  and  improving  the  premises 
in  the  city  of  Edinburgh  termed 
Queen-street  Gardens,  and  for  ef¬ 
fecting  certain  other  improvements 
in  the  vicinity  thereof,  and  connect¬ 
ed  therewith. 

xxix.  An  Act  for  incorporating  the 
Warwick  gas-light  company. 

xxx.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  gas  the 
town  and  township  of  Halifax,  and 
the  neighbourhood  thereof,  within 
the  parish  of  Halifax,  in  the  West 
Hiding  of  the  county  of  York. 

xxxi.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  gas 
the  town  and  borough  or  Wigan  in 
the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster. 

xxxii.  An  Act  for  lighting  the  town 
of  Leith  and  its  vicinity  with  gas, 
and  other  purposes  relating  there¬ 
to. 

xxxiii.  An  Act  for  lighting  with  gas 
the  town  and  borough  of  Stockton, 
in  the  county  of  Durham. 

xxxiv.  An  Act  for  better  supplying 
the  city  of  Canterbury  and  the 
several  streets  and  roads  adjoining 
thereto  with  gas. 

xxxv.  An  Act  for  incorporating  the 
Warrington  gas-light  company. 

xxxvi.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  main¬ 


taining  the  roads  leading  from  the 
end  of  Culham-bridgenext  toCulham 
in  the  county  of  Oxford,  to  the  end 
of  Burford-bridge  next  to  Abingdon 
in  the  county  of  Berks ;  and  from 
the  Mayor’s-stone  at  the  end  of 
Boar-street  in  the  town  of  Abing¬ 
don,  to  the  West  end  of  the  towui 
of  Fyfield  in  the  same  county. 

xxxvii.  An  Act  for  amending,  widen¬ 
ing,  altering,  and  keeping  in  repair 
the  road  from  the  upper  part  of 
Leeming-lane,  in  the  town  of  Mans¬ 
field,  opposite  to  the  end  of  Bath- 
lane,  to  the  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Worksop  to  Kelham,  at  or  near 
the  corner  of  Worksop  Brecks,  all 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham. 

xxxviii.  An  Act  for  amending,  widen¬ 
ing,  altering  and  keeping  m  repair 
the  road  from  the  eastern  end  of 
Potter-street,  in  the  town  of  Work¬ 
sop,  to  the  bridge  over  the  Chester¬ 
field  canal,  leading  into  the  town  of 
W est  Retford  in  the  county  of  Not¬ 
tingham. 

xxxix.  An  Act  for  continuing  the 
term  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  an  act  of  the  forty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty 
king  George  the  3rd,  for  repairing 
and  improving  the  road  leading  from 
the  city  of  Canterbury  to  the  town 
of  Ramsgate  in  the  county  of  Kent ; 
and  for  suspending  and  varying  for 
a  further  limited  time  so  much  of 
an  act  passed  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  said  late 
majesty,  as  relates  to  the  toll  gate 
and  to  the  tolls  payable  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act,  on  the  road  leading 
from  the  said  city  of  Canterbury  to 
the  Isle  of  Thanet  in  the  said  coun¬ 
ty  of  Kent ;  and  for  altering  the  line 
of  certain  parts  of  the  said  road. 

xl.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term 
and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  an  act  of  the  forty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  majesty 
king  George  the  3rd,  for  repairing 
and  improving  the  road  from  the 
city  of  Canterbury  to  the  town  and 
port  of  Sandwich  in  the  county  of 
Kent. 

xli.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering,  amending,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing'  the  powers  of  several  acts  for  re¬ 
pairing  the  roads  therein  mentioned, 
in  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Flint,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  road 
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From  Ruthin  in  the  county  of  Den¬ 
bigh  to  Mold  in  the  county  of  Flint, 
xlii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  several  roads  leading  from 
the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  and  from 
Shelton,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  to 
Minsterley,  Westbury,  and  Bas- 
church,  in  the  said  county  of  Salop, 
and  to  or  near  to  Buttington-hall,  m 
the  county  of  Montgomery ;  and  for 
repealing  three  acts,  severally  pass¬ 
ed  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  king 
George  the  2nd,  and  the  twelfth 
and  forty -first  years  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty,  relative  thereto, 
xliii.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term 
and  enlarging  the  powers  of  several 
acts  passed  for  repairing  the  roads 
therein  mentioned,  in  the  counties 
of  Denbigh,  Flint,  and  Carnarvon, 
so  far  as  relate  to  the  road  from 
Wrexham  to  Denbigh,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Denbigh,  and  for  amending 
the  road  from  Ruthin  to  Cermoge- 
mawr,  in  the  parish  of  Llanufydd,  in 
the  county  of  Denbigh, 
xliv.  An  Act  for  the  more  effectually 
repairing  the  road  from  Harlow 
Bush  common  in  the  parish  of  Har¬ 
low,  to  Woodford  in  the  county  of 
.Essex,  and  the  road  from  Epping, 
through  the  parishes  of  North  weald, 
Basset,  Bobbingworth,  High  Ongar, 
Chipping  Ongar,  and  Shelley,  to 
the  Four  Want  Way  in  the  parish 
of  Shelley,  and  from  thence  through 
the  parishes  of  High  Ongar  and 
Norton  Mandeville,  to  the  parish  of 
Writtle  in  the  said  county, 
xlv.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  and  maintaining  the  district 
of  roads  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
termed  the  Leith  Walk  District, 
and  for  other  purposes  relating 
thereto ;  and  for  altering  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  conversions  and  defining 
the  bounds  of  the  middle  district  of 
roads  in  the  said  county, 
xlvi.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term, 
and  altering,  amending,  and  en¬ 
larging  the  powers  of  an  act  of  his 
late  majesty’s  reign,  for  repairing 
the  road  from  the  borough  of  Lei¬ 
cester  in  the  county  of  Leicester,  to 
the  town  of  Uppingham  in  the 
county  of  Rutland,  and  to  Wansford 
and  Peterborough,  both  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton, 
xlvii.  An  Act  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  of  several  acts  passed  for  re- 
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pairing  and  widening  the  road  from 
The  Hand  and  Post  in  Upton-field 
in  the  parish  of  Burford  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Oxford,  to  a  place  in  the  parish 
of  Preston,  in  the  county  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  called  Dancy’s  Fancy. 

xlviii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  and  widening  the  roads  from 
Spann  Smithy,  through  Middle- 
wich,  and  by  Spittle-hill  in  Stan- 
thorn,  to  Winsford-bridge,  and  from 
Spittle-hill  to  North  wich,  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chester. 

xlix.  An  Act  tor  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  and  improving  the  roads 
leading  from  Bishop’s-castle,  and 
from  Montgomery,  to  the  road  at 
Westbury,  and  from  Brockton  to 
the  road  at  Minsterley,  and  other 
roads  therein  mentioned,  in  the 
counties  of  Salop,  Radnor,  and 
Montgomery ;  and  for  amending, 
widening,  and  improving  several 
other  roads  therein  mentioned,  in 
the  said  county  of  Salop. 

1.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  repair¬ 
ing  the  road  from  the  North  end  of 
a  lane  called  Rosemary-lane  in  the 
township  of  Broughton,  to  the  town 
of  Mold  in  the  county  of  Flint,  and 
for  diverting  a  part  of  the  said  road, 
and  for  making  a  new  branch  of  road 
to  communicate  with  the  said  road. 

li.  An  Act  to  alter  and  enlarge  the 
term  and  powers  of  an  act  of  his  late 
majesty,  for  the  making,  repairing, 
lighting,  watching,  and  watering 
certain  roads  leading  from  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Plymouth  to  Stonehouse- 
bridge  and  Plymouth-dock  in  the 
county  of  Devon ;  and  for  regulating 
the  stands  and  fares  of  hackney 
coaches  and  carts  using  the  same. 

lii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  mak¬ 
ing,  repairing,  and  improving  the 
road  leading  from  Reading  in  the 
county  of  Berks,  to  Basingstoke  in 
the  county  of  Southampton. 

liii.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Gloucester 
and  Berkeley  canal  company  to 
raise  a  further  sum  of  money  to  dis¬ 
charge  their  debts,  and  to  complete 
said  canal,  and  for  amending  the 
several  acts  passed  for  making  the 
said  canal. 

liv.  An  Act  for  erecting  a  bridewell  for 
the  county  of  Lanark  and  city  of 
Glasgow. 

lv.  An  Act  for  building  a  new  gaol  and 
a  new  house  of  correction  in  and  for 
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the  town  and  county  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne  ;  and  for  other  purposes 
relating  thereto. 

Ivi.  An  Act  for  facilitating  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  certain  tolls  payable  to  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

Ivii.  An  Act  to  establish  a  market  for 
the  sale  of  butcher’s  meat  and  other 
articles,  and  to  repair  and  amend 
certain  roads  in  the  town  or  tithing 
of  Bognor  in  the  county  of  Sussex. 

lviii.  An  Act  for  providing  an  addi¬ 
tional  market  place  in  and  for  the 
town  of  Rochdale  in  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster. 

Ilx.  An  Act  for  altering  and  enlarging 
the  powers  of  an  act  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty  king  George  the  3rd,  for 
paving  the  footways,  and  for  cleans¬ 
ing,  lighting,  and  watching  the  town 
of  Chelmsford  and  hamlet  of  Moul- 
sham,  in  the  parish  of  Chelmsford, 
in  the  county  of  Essex. 

lx.  An  Act  for  amending  and  enlarging 
the  powers  and  provisions  of  an  act 
of  his  late  majesty  king  George  the 
3rd,  intituled  an  act  for  paving  and 
otherwise  improving  the  town  of 
Tiverton  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
and  for  lighting  the  said  town. 

Ixi.  An  Act  for  amending  and  improv¬ 
ing  the  roads  leading  from  Tiltup’s 
inn  in  the  parish  of  Horsley,  to  or 
near  Dudbridge  in  the  parish  of 
Rodborough,  and  from  the  bridge  at 
Nailsworth  to  the  Cross  Post  on 
Minchinhampton  common,  and  other 
roads  thereto  adjoining,  and  for 
making  a  new  piece  of  road  from  the 
said  bridge  to  the  Cross  in  the 
parish  of  Avening,  all  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester. 

Ixii.  An  Act  for  amending  and  keeping 
in  repair  the  road  from  the  turnpike 
ate  at  the  bottom  of  White-streeG 
ill,  in  the  parish  of  Donhead  Saint 
Andrew,  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
through  the  towns  of  Shaftesbury, 
Milborne  Port,  and  Sherborne,  in 
the  counties  of  Dorset  and  Somerset, 
to  the  half-way  house  in  the  parish 
of  Nether,  otherwise  Lower  Comp¬ 
ton,  in  the  said  county  of  Dorset, 
and  several  other  roads  commu¬ 
nicating  therewith. 

lxiii.  An  Act  to  enlarge  the  term  and 
powers  of  several  acts  for  repairing 
and  widening  the  road  from  the 
market  house  in  Tetbury  to  the 


turnpike  road  on  Minchinhampton 
common,  and  several  other  roads 
therein  mentioned,  all  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  so  far  as  the  same  acts 
relate  to  the  second  district  of  roads 
therein  mentioned. 

Ixiv.  An  Act  for  amending  and  main¬ 
taining  the  road  from  Whitchurch 
to  Ternhill,  in  the  county  of  Salop. 

Ixv.  An  Act  to  repeal  several  acts 
passed  for  repairing  several  roads 
leading  to  the  town  of  Bridgewater 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and 
several  other  roads  therein  mention¬ 
ed,  so  far  as  the  said  acts  relate  to 
the  roads  leading  to  the  said  town, 
and  to  consolidate  and  comprise  the 
same  in  one  act  of  parliament. 

Ixvi.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  im¬ 
proving  the  roads  leading  from  the 
east  side  of  Lincoln  Heath  to  the 
city  of  Peterborough,  and  several 
other  roads  therein  mentioned,  in 
the  counties  of  Northampton  and 
Lincoln ;  and  for  making  a  new 
branch  of  road  to  communicate  with 
the  said  roads,  from  Bourn  to  Spald¬ 
ing  in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln. 

Ixvii.  An  Act  for  enlarging  the  term 
and  powers  of  several  acts  passed  for 
repairing  the  road  from  the  town  of 
Guilford  to  the  directing  post  near 
the  town  of  Farnham  in  the  county 
of  Surrey. 

Ixviii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually 
repairing  the  south  district  of  the 
road  from  Royston  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  to  Wandesford-bridge  in 
the  county  of  Huntingdon. 

lxix.  An  Act  for  repairing  and 
amending  several  roads  leading  to 
and  from  the  borough  of  Evesham 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and 
several  other  roads  in  the  counties 
of  Worcester  and  Gloucester. 

lxx.  An  Act  for  repairing,  widening, 
and  maintaining  the  road  leading 
from  Dartford  to  and  through 
Northfleet  and  Gravesend,  and 
thence  to  the  Stones  End,  near  the 
parish  church  of  Strood  in  the 
county  of  Kent. 

lxxi.  An  Act  for  erecting  a  new 
church  in  the  parish  of  Greenwich  in 
the  county  of  Kent,  and  vesting  the 
same  and  the  site  thereof  in 
trustees ;  and  for  making  provisions 
respecting  the  same. 

lxxii.  An  Act  for  building  a  new  gaol 
and  house  of  correction  for  the 
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-  city  and  county  of  the  city  of 
Coventry. 

Ixxiii.  An  Act  for  converting  the 
gaol  and  house  of  correction  of  the 
county  of  Pembroke  into  a  gaol  for 
the  said  county,  and  for  the  town 
and  county  of  the  town  of  Haver- 
ford- west  ;  and  for  applying  the  gaol' 
of  the  said  town  and  county  of  the 
town  of  Haverford-west  to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  a  lunatic  asylum. 

Ixxiv.  An  Act  to  enable  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  divisions  of 
Lindsey,  Kesteven,  and  Holland, 
in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  take 
down  the  present  county  hall  for  the 
said  county,  and  to  erect  a  conve¬ 
nient  hall  instead  thereof,  with  suit¬ 
able  offices  and  other  accommoda¬ 
tions. 

Ixxv.  An  Act  to  amend  two  acts  of  the 
forty-ninth  and  fiftieth  years  of  his 
late  majesty,  for  making  the  Severn 
and  Wye  railway  and  canal. 

Ixxvi.  An  Act  to  alter,  amend,  and 
enlarge  the  term  and  powers  of  an 
act  passed  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of 
his  late  majesty,  for  erecting  and 
maintaining  ferries  across  the  river 
Tay,  in  the  counties  of  Fife  and 
Forfar. 

Ixxvii.  An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  of  the  twenty-sixth  year  of 
his  late  majesty  as  relates  to  the 
supplying  the  town  of  Liverpool,  in 
the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
with  water,  and  to  grant  other 
powers  for  supplying  the  said  town 
and  port,  and  the  shipping  resorting 
thereto,  with  water. 

xxviii.  An  Act  for  watching,  cleans¬ 
ing,  and  lighting  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  and  adjoining 
districts  ;  for  regulating  the  police 
thereof;  and  for  other  purposes  re¬ 
lating  thereto. 

xxix.  An  Act  for  the  establishment 
of  markets  for  the  sale  of  corn  and 
other  articles  in  the  city  of  cork. 

lxxx.  An  Act  to  enlarge  and  amend 
an  act  of  his  late  majesty,  for  light¬ 
ing  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Glasgow 
with  gas. 

lxxxi.  An  Act  to  alter  and  enlarge  the 
powers  of  an  act  of  his  late  majesty 
king  George  the  3rd,  for  paving, 
lighting,  cleansing,  watering,  and 
watching  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
Saint  Pancras  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  called  Somers  Town. 


Ixxxii.  An  Act  for  watching,  lighting, 
watering,  cleansing,  gravelling,  and 
otherwise  improving  the  foot,  car¬ 
riage,  and  other  public  ways,  on 
certain  lands  and  grounds  in  the 
parish  of  Saint  Pancras,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Middlesex  called  Camden 
town. 

Ixxxiii.  An  Act  to  amend  an  act  of 
the  forty-third  year  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jesty,  for  paving,  cleansing,  and 
lighting  the  town  of  Alloa,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Ixxxiv.  An  Act  for  altering,  amending, 
and  enlarging  the  powers  of  three 
several  acts,  made  in  the  thirty-fifth, 
forty-sixth,  and  fifty -third  years  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  king 
George  the  3rd,  for  regulating  the 
nightly  watch  and  beadles,  and  for 
paving,  repairing,  cleansing,  and 
lighting  the  parish  of  Saint  Mary- 
le-bone  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  for  the  better  relief  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  poor  thereof,  and  for 
divers  other  purposes  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  and  for  making  more  effec¬ 
tual  provision  for  those  purposes. 

lxxxv.  An  Act  for  amending  the 
several  acts  in  force  for  making  wide 
and  convenient  streets,  ways,  and 
passages,  in  the  city  of  Cork  and  the 
suburbs  thereof;  and  for  paving, 
cleansing,  lighting,  and  otherwise 
improving  the  said  city  ;  and  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  court  of  conscience 
established  therein. 

Ixxxvi.  An  Act  for  continuing  the 
term,  and  altering  and  enlarging  the 
powers  of  several  acts,  passed  in  the 
reign  of  king  George  the  2nd  and 
his  late  majesty  king  George  the 
3rd,  for  repairing  the  road  from 
Westwood-gate  in  the  county  of 
Bedford,  through  Jiushden  and 
Higham  Ferrers,  and  over  Attle- 
borough-bridge  to  Barton  Seagrave- 
lane  in  the  county  of  Northampton. 

lxxxvii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually 
amending,  improving,  and  keeping 
in  repair  the  roads  leading  from  cer¬ 
tain  bridges  over  the  river  Wye, 
called  Whitney -bridge  and  Bred- 
wardine- bridge,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford,  towards  the  town  of  Hay 
in  the  county  of  Brecon. 

lxxxviii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually 
repairing  and  improving  the  road 
from  a  place  called  the  Old  Gallows, 
in  the  parish  of  Sonning,  otherwise 
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Sunning,  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
through  Wokingham,  New  Brack- 
nowl,  and  Sunninghill,  to  Virginia 
Water,  in  the  parish  of  Egham  in 
the  county  of  Surrey. 

Ixxxix.  An  Act  to  continue  the  term 
and  alter  and  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  act  of  his  late  majesty  king 
George  the  3rd,  for  more  effectually 
amending,  widening,  improving,  and 
keeping  in  repair  several  roads 
leading  from  the  hundred  house  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  and  also 
several  other  roads  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

xc.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  the  road  from  the  guide 
post,  near  the  end  of  Drayton-lane, 
near  Banbury  in  the  county  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  to  the  house  called  the  Sun 
Rising,  at  the  top  of  Edge-hill,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick. 

xci.  An  Act  for  continuing  and  amend¬ 
ing  three  acts  of  his  late  majesty, 
for  repairing  the  road  from  Old 
Stratford  in  the  county  of  North¬ 
ampton,  to  Dunchurch  in  the  county 
of  W  arwick. 

xcii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  the  road  between  Great 
Marlow  and  West  Wycombe,  and 
between  Terwick  and  Aylesbury,  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham  ;  and  for 
making  and  maintaining  two  new 
pieces  of  road  communicating  there¬ 
with. 

xciii.  An  Act  for  repairing,  altering, 
and  improving  the  road  from  the 
stone  pillar  or  cross  hand  in  the  pa¬ 
rish  of  Chippenham  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  to  or  near  Knox-bridge  in 
the  parish  of  Westerleigh  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  and  several 
other  roads  therein  mentioned  in 
the  said  counties  of  Gloucester  and 
Wilts. 

xciv.  An  Act  for  repairing  and  im¬ 
proving  several  roads  leading  to  and 
from  the  town  of  Caerleon  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 

xcv.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  the  road  leading  from  the 
cross-of-hand  near  Finford-bridge  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  through  the 
town  of  Southam  in  the  same  county, 
to  the  borough  of  Banbury  in  the 
county  of  Oxford. 

xcvi.  An  Act  for  continuing  the  term 
and  enlarging  the  powers  of  an  act 
of  the  forty-first  year  of  his  late 
majesty  king  George  the  3rd,  for 


repairing  the  road  from  the  town 
and  port  of  Dover  to  the  town  and 
port  of  Sandwich,  and  also  the  road 
from  the  present  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Dover  to  Barham 
Downs,  up  Kersney  Court-hill  to 
the  parish  of  Whitfield,  otherwise 
Beausfield,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

xcvii.  An  Act  to  continue  the  term 
and  powers  of  three  several  acts,  for 
repairing  and  widening  the  road 
from  the  Swan-inn  at  Leatherhead 
to  the  May  Pole  at  the  upper  end 
of  Spital  or  Somerset-street,  in  the 
parish  of  Stoke,  near  the  town  of 
Guilford,  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

xcviii.  An  Act  for  making,  widening, 
repairing,  and  maintaining  certain 
roads  leading  to  and  from  the  town 
of  Honiton  in  the  county  of  Devon. 

xcix.  An  Act  for  amending  and  re¬ 
pairing  the  roads  from  Minehead  in 
the  county  of  Somerset,  to  Batham- 
bridge  in  the  town  of  Bampton  in 
the  county  of  Devon;  and  for  mak¬ 
ing  a  new  branch  of  road  to  commu¬ 
nicate  therewith. 

c.  An  Act  for  amending,  widening, 
and  keeping  in  repair  the  roads 
leading  from  the  town  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  to  Chain-bridge  near  the  town 
of  Market  Harborough,  and  from 
the  direction  post  in  Kingsthorpe  to 
Welford-bridge  all  in  the  county  of 
Northampton. 

ci.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  amend¬ 
ing  and  repairing  the  road  from 
Cirencester  in  the  county  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  to  the  town  bridge  in  Crick- 
lade  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

cii.  An  Act  for  erecting  and  maintain¬ 
ing  a  chain  pier  and  other  works 
connected  therewith,  at  the  town  of 
Brighthelmston,  in  the  county  of 
Sussex. 

ciii.  An  Act  for  raising  money  on  the 
credit  of  the  county  rates,  for  the 
purpose  of  rebuilding  and  repairing 
certain  bridges  in  the  county  of 
W  estmoreland. 

civ.  An  Act  to  rectify  mistakes  in  an 
act  of  this  session  of  parliament,  for 
making  the  road  from  Brighton  to 
Shoreham-bridge  in  the  county  pf 
Sussex. 

cv.  An  Act  for  repairing,  widening, 
and  maintaining  several  roads  in  the 
counties  of  Dorset  and  Devon,  lead¬ 
ing  to  and  through  the  town  of  Ax- 
minster. 
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cvi.  An  Act  to  repeal  the  acts  now  in 
force  relating  to  bread  to  he  sold  in 
the  city  of  London  and  the  liberties 
thereof,  and  within  the  weekly  bills 
of  mortality,  and  ten  miles  of  the 
Royal  Exchange;  and  to  provide 
other  regulations  for  the  making  and 
sale  of  bread,  and  preventing  the 
adulteration  of  meal,  flour,  and 
bread,  within  the  limits  aforesaid, 
cvii.  An  Act  for  regulating  the  office 
of  treasurer,  and  altering  and  amend¬ 
ing  the  acts  now  in  force  for  assess¬ 
ing,  collecting,  and  levying  of 
county  rates,  so  far  as  the  same  re¬ 
late  to  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
cviii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually  re¬ 
pairing  the  road  leading  from  the 
city  of  Cork  to  the  town  of  Skibbe- 
reen  in  the  county  of  Cork,  and  a 
branch  therefrom  communicating 
with  the  town  of  Kinsale  in  the  said 
county. 

cix.  An  Act  for  removing  the  water¬ 
works  at  London-bridge. 
cx.  An  Act  for  making  certain  roads 
in  the  counties  of  Lanark,  Stirling, 
and  Dumbarton. 

cxi.  An  Act  for  further  continuing, 
altering,  and  amending  several  acts 
for  the  better  regulation  of  lastage 


and  ballastage  in  the  river  Thames ; 
and  for  enabling  the  corporation  of 
Trinity-house  of  Deptford  Strond 
to  reduce,  alter,  modify,  relinquish, 
or  abolish  dues  payable  to  the  said 
corporation,  and  for  other  purposes 
connected  therewith. 

cxii.  An  Act  for  more  effectually 
amending  certain  roads  in  the  seve¬ 
ral  parishes  of  Lambeth,  Newington, 
Saint  George  Southwark,  Bermond¬ 
sey,  and  Christ  Church,  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  and  for  watching, 
lighting,  and  otherwise  improving 
the  said  roads. 

cxiii.  An  Act  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  fund  called  the  Orphans’  fund. 

Cxiv.  An  Act  to  confirm  an  agree¬ 
ment  entered  into  between  the 
trustees  of  the  subscribers  to  the 
Gaelic  chapel  and  the  Caledonian 
asylum,  and  to  indemnify  the  asylum 
against  certain  covenants  in  an  in¬ 
denture  of  appointment  and  bargain 
and  sale  entered  into  by  the  said 
asylum  in  favour  of  the  said  trus¬ 
tees,  and  to  vest  in  the  Caledonian 
asylum  the  fee  simple  of  the  mes¬ 
suage  and  chapel  described  in  the 
above  indenture* 
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NUMBER  OF  BANKRUPTS  IN  1822. 


|  Jan. 

Teh. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

115 

121 

120 

101 

93 

98 

78 

71 

59 

66 

110 

81 

,i  inuwkwn  ■■ 1011  IHIh  11111111 
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FRENCH  FUNDS. 


1822. 


January  . 

February  . -j 

March  . . 

April  .  . 

May  . | 

June  . ^ 


5  per 

Cent 

Bank 

1822. 

5  per 

Cent 

Bank 

Stock. 

Actions. 

Stocks. 

Actions. 

f. 

c. 

f. 

c. 

f. 

c. 

f. 

c. 

85 

15 

1530 

July  . ^ 

90 

70 

1597 

50 

87 

1540 

91 

70 

1600 

88 

30 

1540 

August  . .  ^ 

92 

40 

1600 

90 

60 

1590 

94 

20 

1630 

88 

50 

1585 

September .  j 

92 

40 

1632 

50 

90 

£0 

1592 

50 

94 

20 

1650 

86 

75 

1572 

50 

October  ............  ^ 

92 

40 

1645 

88 

1597 

50 

93 

75 

1655 

S7 

75 

1595 

50 

November  . . jj 

87 

60 

1600 

89 

80 

1607 

92 

90 

1648 

90 

92 

5 

15 

1630 

1635 

December  . . .  ^ 

88 

50 

1  % 

PRICES  OF  GOLD,  SILVER,  SUGAR,  AND  HAY. 


1822. 

Goldin  Bars 
per  oz. 

Silver  in  Bars  Standard 
per  oz. 

Sugar 
per  Cwt. 

Hay 

per  load. 

of 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

A 

d. 

£. 

s. 

ri. 

January  . 

3 

17 

m 

4 

10 

to  5 

0 

31 

10J 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

6 

0 

February  ......... 

cry 

O 

17 

10i 

4 

u* 

to  5 

0 

31 

8* 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

0 

0 

March  . 

3 

17 

10§ 

4 

10| 

to  4 

11 

34 

Of 

2 

10 

0 

to 

4 

4 

0 

April  . 

o 

O 

17 

10| 

4 

11* 

34 

3 

3 

0 

to 

4 

4 

0 

May . . 

3 

17 

10| 

4 

11* 

32 

HI 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

6 

0 

June . 

3 

17 

io! 

4 

11 

to  4 

11* 

30 

1$ 

o 

O 

0 

0 

to 

4 

6 

0 

July . 

3 

17 

6 

4 

11 

31 

1 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

0 

0 

August .  .. 

cy 

o 

17 

6 

4 

11* 

27 

<3f 

2 

10 

0 

to 

4 

4 

0 

September  . 

3 

17 

6 

4 

11* 

29 

1 

) 

18 

0 

to 

4 

0 

0 

October  . 

3 

17 

6 

4  lif 

32 

3* 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

6 

0 

November  . 

3 

17 

6 

4 

i  n 

30 

8 

3 

0 

0 

to 

4 

4 

0 

December  . 

3 

17 

6 

4 

ii* 

29 

4:1 

2 

17 

0 

to 

4 

4 

0 
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IN  THE  TWELVE  MARITIME  DISTRICTS. 

By  llie  Quarter  of  Eight  Winchester  Bushels  from  the  Returns  in  the  Weeks  ending 


Date. 

"Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

5. 

d. 

January 

5  . 

45 

11 

20 

5 

19 

2 

16 

5 

21 

10 

24 

3 

— 

12  . 

48 

4 

22 

1 

19 

8 

16 

7 

22 

3 

25 

3 

— 

19  . .  ... 

49 

3 

20 

6 

20 

2 

16 

10 

22 

11 

25 

4 

. 

_ _ 

50 

7 

24 

5 

20 

2 

16 

9 

22 

5 

24 

8 

February  2  . . 

49 

9 

22 

2 

19 

10 

15 

11 

22 

5 

24 

4 

■ — • 

9  ............ 

48 

8 

22 

3 

20 

0 

15 

6 

22 

11 

24 

1 

. — 

16  . . 

49 

1 

22 

9 

19 

6 

15 

7 

22 

6 

24 

0 

— . 

2 3  . . . 

47 

n 

i 

23 

O 

o 

19 

4 

15 

4 

22 

3 

23 

11 

March 

2  . . 

46 

ii 

23 

5 

19 

2 

15 

6 

22 

8 

23 

4 

— • 

9  . . 

46 

10 

20 

8 

18 

8 

16 

0 

21 

9 

23 

4 

— 

16  .  .. 

45 

ii 

21 

11 

18 

3 

15 

7 

21 

7 

23 

1 

— 

23  . 

46 

3 

22 

6 

18 

6 

16 

0 

21 

7 

22 

4 

— - 

30  . . . 

45 

1 

17 

7 

19 

1 

16 

1 

21 

3 

23 

0 

April 

6  . 

45 

8 

21 

4 

18 

TO 

16 

1 

21 

6 

22 

2 

• — . 

13  . 

44 

2 

14 

8 

18 

2 

16 

4 

'  20" 

11 

21- 

7 

— 

20  . 

44 

2 

19 

8 

18 

10 

16 

1 

21 

11 

16 

1 

- ~ 

27  . . 

44 

7 

18 

7 

17 

1 1 

16 

3 

21 

1 

21 

11 

May 

4  •••»••••«••* 

45 

7 

19 

5 

17 

7 

16 

5 

?  21 

4 

22 

3 

— 

ii . 

46 

8 

20 

8 

17 

5 

17 

4 

22 

4 

22 

11 

__ 

25  . 

47 

0 

22 

0 

16 

11 

17 

4 

22 

8 

24 

6 

June 

4  «••••••••••• 

46 

4 

20 

10 

16 

7 

17 

5 

22 

4 

25 

3 

— 

8  . . 

45 

11 

20 

5 

16 

0 

17 

0 

22 

10 

24 

8 

— 

15  . 

44 

7 

16 

0 

15 

10 

17 

5 

22 

8 

24 

3 

. — 

22  . . . 

43 

10 

17 

4 

16 

2 

17 

10 

22 

4 

22 

0 

— 

22  . . . 

42 

5 

18 

5 

17 

0 

18 

6 

24 

3 

24 

3 

— 

29  . . . 

42 

6 

15 

6 

18 

4 

18 

10 

25 

11 

26  10 

July 

6  . . 

42 

6 

18 

2 

19 

4 

18 

2 

27 

0 

26 

11 

- - * 

13  . 

43 

1 

18 

3 

19 

3 

18 

5 

27 

10 

28 

8 

_ 

20  ............ 

43 

8 

18 

4 

19 

5 

13 

10 

26 

4 

25 

9 

— — 

27  . 

43 

2 

23 

5 

18 

4 

18 

7 

25 

2 

26 

9 

August 

3  . 

42 

5 

18 

0 

18 

2 

18 

5 

24 

8 

25 

7 

— 

10  . . 

42 

H 

19 

3 

18 

1 

18 

4 

24 

8 

27 

1 

— - 

17  . . 

43 

o 

O 

18 

4 

19 

0 

18 

0 

24 

6 

26 

4 

— 

24  . 

41 

U 

20 

0 

18 

7 

18 

0 

24 

5 

24 

7 

31  . 

38 

9 

19 

1 1 

19 

8 

17 

4 

23 

9 

25 

5 

Sept. 

7  . 

38 

8 

19 

8 

21 

2 

17 

8 

23 

2 

24 

3 

• — 

14  . . 

39 

4 

18 

1 

22 

11 

18 

10 

23 

2 

25 

7 

■ — 

21  . 

40 

6 

17 

7 

25 

11 

18 

11 

23 

6 

25 

8 

— 

28  ............ 

40 

5 

19 

4 

26 

10 

18 

0 

21 

4 

26 

10 

October 

5  . 

40 

5 

20 

0 

27 

0 

18 

0 

24 

11 

27 

It 

- — 

12  . . 

39 

5 

SO 

4 

26 

1 

18 

7 

25 

0 

28 

1 

— 

19  . . 

38 

4 

20 

8 

25 

5 

19 

4 

25 

0 

28 

5 

- — 

•••••*•••«%* 

38 

1 

20 

9 

26 

8 

19 

1 

26 

7 

30 

5 

Nov. 

2  . . 

38 

5 

20 

7 

27 

3 

19 

11 

26 

1 

30 

0 

■ - 

9  . 

38 

10 

20 

7 

27 

4 

19 

7 

26 

5 

28 

10 

— 

16  . 

40 

0 

20 

0 

22 

0 

17 

0 

26 

0 

31 

0 

— 

23  . 

38 

0 

19 

0 

20 

0 

16 

0 

22 

0 

30 

0 

*— 

30  . 

34 

0 

19 

6 

23 

0 

18 

0 

23 

0 

30 

0 
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PRICE  OF  BUTCHERS’  MEAT. 

Average  Prices  per  Stone  of  8lbs.  of  Butchers’  Meat  in  Newgate 

Market  in  the  Year  1822. 


Beef. 

Mutton. 

Veal. 

Pork. 

Lamb. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

t/. 

& 

s. 

<7. 

s. 

<7. 

s. 

(7. 

5. 

<2. 

s. 

d. 

January .. 

2 

0 

to 

3 

0 

2 

2 

to 

3 

2 

3 

8 

to 

5 

8 

2 

4 

to 

4 

4 

February 

2 

0 

to 

3 

0 

2 

0 

to 

3 

6 

3 

4 

to 

5 

4 

3 

8 

to 

4 

0 

Marcli  ... 

‘2 

0 

to 

3 

0 

2 

0 

to 

3 

0 

3 

0 

to 

5 

0 

3 

0 

to 

4 

4 

April  .... 

1 

8 

to 

2 

8 

1 

8 

to 

2 

8 

2 

8 

to 

4 

8 

2 

4 

to 

4 

4 

2 

4 

to 

5 

0 

Mav . 

1 

8 

to 

2 

8 

1 

8 

to 

2 

4 

2 

8 

to 

4 

0 

2 

0 

to 

4 

0 

4 

0 

to 

4 

4 

June . 

1 

8 

to 

2 

8 

1 

8 

to 

2 

4 

2 

0 

to 

3 

8 

1 

8 

to 

3 

4 

3 

0 

to 

4 

0 

July . 

2 

0 

to 

2 

10 

1 

10 

to 

2 

6 

2 

0 

to 

4 

0 

1 

8 

to 

3 

4 

3 

0 

to 

3 

8 

August ... 

2 

0 

to 

2 

8 

2 

0 

to 

2 

6 

2 

8 

to 

4 

4 

2 

0 

to 

4 

0 

2 

8 

to 

3 

4 

Sept . 

2 

0 

to 

2 

6 

l 

8 

to 

2 

4 

2 

0 

to 

4 

0 

2 

0 

to 

4 

0 

2 

8 

to 

3 

4 

October... 

1 

8 

to 

2 

6 

1 

8 

to 

2 

4 

2 

4 

to 

4 

4 

2 

0 

to 

3 

8 

Novera.... 

1 

8 

to 

2 

4 

1 

8 

to 

2 

4 

3 

0 

to 

4 

4 

2 

0 

to 

3 

8 

Dec . 

2 

0 

to 

3 

8 

2 

0 

to 

3 

0 

2 

8 

to 

4 

8 

2 

4 

to 

3 

8 

CATTLE  SOLD  AT  SMITHFXELD  in  1822. 


Beasts. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

From  December  28  to  January  21,  inclusive 

11,742 

1,144 

77,220 

1,320 

From  January  28  to  February  19 . 

10,871 

1,131 

90,890 

1,430 

From  February  25  to  March  18  . 

12,006 

1,236 

83,030 

1,370 

From  March  29  to  April  22  . . 

14,114 

1,780 

135,810 

1,650 

From  April  26  to  May  20  . 

10,775 

1,758 

122,220 

1,630 

From  May  24  to  June  24  . 

3  2,468 

4,125 

174,160 

2,040 

From  June  28  to  July  22  . . . 

9,744 

3,266 

151,930 

1,640 

From  July  26  to  August  26  . 

14,140 

3,325 

187,190 

1 ,860 

From  August  26  to  September  23 . 

14,334 

2,161 

160,160 

1,960 

From  September  27  to  October  21 ............. 

14,609 

1,824 

1 17,900 

1,860 

From  October  23  to  November  18  . 

15,608 

1,620 

118,430 

f  1 ,790 

From  November . . . . 

9,474 

1,259 

88,156 

1,470 

■ 

METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE  for  1822. 


Month. 

Barometer. 

Thermometer. 

Pluvia- 

meter. 

Winds. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Mean 

High 

Low. 

Mean. 

Inches. 

N. 

s. 

E. 

w. 

N.E. 

S.E. 

N.W. 

S.W. 

January. 

30,40 

29,50 

30,0769 

48 

24 

38,70 

0,725 

4 

i 

0 

9 

1 

0 

3 

13 

Feb.  .. 

30,63 

29,23 

30,0853 

56 

24 

42,71 

1,125 

2 

6 

0 

5 

0 

3 

1 

11 

March. . 

30,37 

29,37 

30,0183 

71 

22 

46,16 

0,7875 

2 

5 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

21 

April... 

30,31 

29,28 

29,8929 

68 

26 

47,63 

2,55 

5 

5 

6 

1 

4 

O 

O 

5 

May  ... 

30,30 

29,25 

29,  926 

79 

34 

57,14 

1,225 

7 

1 

9 

1 

8 

1 

0 

4 

June  ... 

30,20 

29,63 

30,0275 

89 

40 

05,26 

1,300 

3 

1 

10 

7 

7 

0 

1 

l 

July.... 

30,14 

29,39 

29,7551 

78 

40 

61,98 

2,4 

6 

6 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

11 

August  . 

30,17 

29,46 

29,8447 

83 

42 

62,30 

1,75 

2 

0 

8 

13 

0 

0 

0 

13 

Septem.. 

30,15 

29,27 

29,8919 

76 

37 

57,70 

51,56 

0,875 

3 

0 

1 

4 

13 

1 

0 

a 

October. 

30,06 

29,26 

29,6147 

65 

30 

4,1 

2 

5 

0 

1 

1 

10 

1 

n 

Novem. 

30,19 

29,15 

29,6732 

61 

29 

46,22 

3,75 

3 

8 

0 

3 

2 

1 

1 

12 

Decem.. 

30,45 

28,93 

29,7875 

49 

15 

33,11 

1ft 

5 

0 

6 

O 

9 

2 

0 

7 

Yeai . ... 

30,63 

28,93 

29,8828 

89 

15 

50,872 

22,2875 

•44 

38 

|  38 

54 

45 

20 

9 

117 

— 

V 

— 

— 

— . — 

— 

- - 

- - 

346  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


©8 

08 

00 


o> 

S: 

Q 


O 


08 

co 


5*. 

f-CS 


8 

o 

*3 


hi 

c 

H 

P3 

O 


w 

Hi 

f-H 

PQ 


V. 5 

P 

HH 

H 

P 

<1 

P 

co 

<1 

P 

P 

£ 

<1 

co 

P 

co 

<! 

Ed 

co 


CO  SO  ^  CO  CO  <3^ 

tH  tH 


r? 

CO 


■H  CO  t- 


c© 

so 


GO 


T3 

© 


bfi 
a 

•  pH 

P  •'® 

^  Cw 

<D  Zl 

.s  ^  P 


cs 

is 

© 

S* 

© 

as 


a  o a 

a 

r* 

03  © 

00  TO 
,CS 


a 

L. 

a 


JO 


o 

o  _ 

cs  y 


a  03 

o  s 
©  a 
X  c 


=  -C5  2 
O  _ij  03 
cs  —  © 


CO 

CO 

©J 

IS 

o 

H 


c 


-o'?'  SS 

o  -g  ."2  a  g 

*2-o  «  j® 

h  o  °  s  -*  3 

^  o  Ph  CO  co  CO  CO 


05  a 

HI 

CD 


O  'O  r*  tH  fs  O 

<0  <£>  ^  ^  tH 


O 

'J2 

a 

#a 

O' 


© 

cS 

2 

o 

CO 

©. 


X 

0 

cs 

— 

O 

s- 

a 

© 

bJD 

p 

a 

H 

a 

V* 

C 

r». 

© 

be 

CS 

Or 

PH 

O 

•  l-H 

ctf 

a 

© 

Ss 

O 

Cfi 

cs 

Q- 

a 
c 
— » 

C. 

c 

a 

O 

CO 

CO 

c n 

OQ 

CO 

CO 

as 

P 

n 

o 


(v 

i> 

lo 

CO 


us 

© 

CIS 

a 

© 

to 


eg 

O 

H 


% 

W 

rs 

H 

►3 

•< 

EO 

an 

O 


to 

-a 


a 

© 

rid 

O 

u 

« 


-cf  iV  <0  CO  -H  —  is  CO  H  CO 

or-.  n  o  o  <0  y 

T-  £r*  CO  ©< 


u 

© 

t» 


Os  -t  Oi  CO  'f  C* 

tH  so  O  CO 

tH  CO  H 

CN 


3 


EH 


&H  ^ 

<D  £ 

>  > 
q;  <D 

P  fir 


c3 
3  ^ 
cn  3 

•  HH  H— < 

PH 


•  o 

•  r— 

•  — i 


© 

be 


3  S 

o  S3 

OP 


o 

a 

o 

Pl-H 

OS 

E 
p 

CS 

_  C3 
G  3 
K- 1  HH 


bJD  • 

5  c 
o  o 
P  -S 

be  g 

a  S 

*3.  E 
o 
c 


• 

®  • 

• 

•  €> 

• 

•  « 

• 

•  « 

•  • 

• 

0>  • 

• 

«  e 

•  • 

« 

«  • 

• 

•  9 

0  9 

«  * 

» 

•  ® 

•  • 

>* 

*  * 

9  * 

• 

• 

•  0 

Hi 
•  pH 

•  O 

9  9 

9  e 

• 

« 

0  • 

'rQ 

9  0 

•  • 

© 

O 

•  * 

•  • 

P 

« 

e> 

9 

• 

•  a 

-a 

*  a 

•  - 

•  0 

rn 

.  a 

CS 

•  .2 

l 

© 

a 

CS 

CD 

• 

pH 

G}  f  PH 

o 

H-  ._ 

•s 

cS  S, 
m  3 
a  «j 


Cfl  O 
ED  03 

C3 
<D 


E 

a 

_  © 

^— <  Cti  -3  O 

o  P  cs  P  co 


S  *< 

-o 


>s 

as 


u  Z, 

„j  Oh 

o-  ? 

3 


,T3 
O 
u 
~3 
C 

c5 

'E  -a 


© 

a 

o 


cs 


•n 

«  S  " 

>s^  "2 

—.as 

©  s  = 
_C  S  J 

£  <  ^ 


<3^  ^  O 
CO  3^  CO 
SO  <3^ 


© 

© 

J2 

© 

t* 

eg 


S 

o 


SO 

to 

co 

CO 


— .  r*'  , 


CO 

o  r- l 
© 
h 
© 

J=> 

a 

3 

a 

, a 

© 

•  -  * 

-a 

& 


cs 

s 


0<> 

CO 
CO 

#v  H 

OS  "C 
© 

os  .— 

© 


-© 

© 


eg 

■  a 
©  2 

I  0 

00  in 
co  ^ 

^  rr 

oT  ^ 

X 

D 

*c3 


*T3 

<D> 


g.^a 

>  ©  ’3 
©  _  rr 

“  ^  13 
-O  ffl  s 

a  .  c» 

CS  r 
ia  -s  r^» 

>%  =  - 

—  ©  — 

s«  >•  bt 
—  ©  •" 
CO  CO  W 


^  o 


u 

es 


CO  ^  in 
•ft*  O 

GO  CTi  Ch  CO 

*,  »1  *v  »> 

rl  rl  r  H 


S 

P 


a  ^ 

*  5 

sn  ^ 


•w  «*^ 

Ja  .2 

03 

H3  „ 

"  a  "O 

«  S  5 

>s  ^ 

‘ti  +** 


0  Eh 
tl  a 
n  ,  ^  v 

os  g>J2 

IS  £  — 

a  -° 

ctf  ^  J3 

•2o- 
a  ^  a 
^  "  '-3 
2 

~  O  5s 
C  0-os 

■”  T3  © 

ns  a  •£ 
©  cs  3 

OJ  r, 

cs  a  — 
©  o  © 

o'®-® 

~  o  O 

M  p 

c—  -3 

O  © 

►s  br 
— .  © 
•©  a* 
w  © 
©  s« 
-a 


t'©C0rl^H©©OC0H^©r?^!(0 
OOCO  »CiO®?0  .-O  OS  CO 

r(  ®(  O  t-IOCSt-S  CO  GO 


CO 


to 

w 

OS 

<5- 

w 

to 


X 

© 


© 

£ 

J© 


•  • 

0  • 

a 

t/; 

a 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

0 

•  # 

•  a 

pH 

0 

•  q^ 
C$  ^ 

°  r3 

•  CD 

c. 

Cfl 

•  c« 

•  ij 

r-  "C 

a 

O 
— } 

0  ro 

a  *ph 

in 

H- 

> 

Or  O 

a  jo 

O  cS 

rfj  5 

cs  ^a 

O 

O 

u.  * 

•  rr  US 

cs  © 

c5  O 

©  © 


a  a 


>0  © 
os  > 
D,-- 

-S  a- 

_ _ _  _  _  _  *0.  s 

<<<KUaUUUflfiCPfiKH 


b 

^  &  c/3  a 
a-  ©s  a,  © 
o  o  o  <« 

Is  h  h 


r*> 

a 

c 

ns 

a 

c 

—a 

co 

o 

«• 

cs 


o_  © 
cr  u 

os  • - 


p 


a 

© 

&  _a  b  h; 
H  H  P  P 


vo  co  ©s  ©s 
C©  co  CO  -cf 
co  O  Cs  'O 

®f 


© 
bo 

cs  © 

«*-  5^ 

Q  H— , 

03  -s3 

i-  a  •  tr, 
e;  ns  •  — > 
©  _  a 
c  a  as 

&  -  -o  ^ 
-  ©  a  "2 
5-  ©  cs  = 

®  &  ©  rt 
c  "©  .2  © 
P  P  P  E-» 


~o 

0) 

a 

p> 

CD 

X 

o 

a 

o 

CD 

JO 

£> 

>■ 

c« 


O 

u 

CD 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE 

COLONIAL  EXPENDITURE. 


347 


The  following  Table  will  elucidate  the  observations  of  Mr.  Hume  on 

this  Subject : — • 


Abstract  of  the  Actual  Disbursements  of  the  several  Commissaries 
upon  Foreign  Stations,  for  the  year  ended  25th  of  December,  1820, 
paid  by  Great  Britain,  exclusive  of  the  Revenues  collected  in  the 
several  Colonies,  viz  : — - 


1  Canada  . . . . . . . . . 

2  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick . . 

3  Newfoundland . . . , . . . . .  . 

4  Bermuda  . . 

5  Bahama  Islands . 

6  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  and  Colonies 

7  Jamaica . 

8  Cape  of  Good  Hope . . 

9  Mauritius  . . 

10  Mediterranean . 

11  Gibraltar  . 

12  Sierra  Leone  and  Gambia  . 

13  Heligoland . 


of- 

s. 

d. 

354,721 

12 

9 

125,353 

5 

11 

9,921 

7 

2 

28,269 

13 

10 

7,904 

18 

0 

346,108 

9 

0 

115,691 

9 

0 

177,043 

13 

0 

57,274 

13 

1 

201,247 

4 

3 

140,092 

8 

4 

62,298 

4 

1 

6,371 

2 

6 

£.  1,632,298 

0 

11 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE  OF 
THE  FOLLOWING  COLONIES. 

(Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  653,  Sept.  1821). 


Ceylon,  1817. 

Mauritius,  1817. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£. 

378,812 

At  Is.  9d.  p< 

£. 

450,816 

jr  rix-dollar. 

£• 

164,441 

At  4s.  8 d.  per 

£. 

251,186 

Spanish  dollar. 

Malta  and  Gozo,  1818. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1819. 

R  evenue. 

Expenditure. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

£. 

108,336 

At  1 1  Scudi i 

£. 

105,761 

er  £.  sterling. 

£. 

116,115 

At  1,072^  rix  dollai 

£. 

119,087 

s  for  £.100  sterling. 

Total  Revenue,  £.767, 704  :  Expenditure,  £.926,850  :  Exclusive  of  the  Expenses 


paid  by  Great  Britain. 
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GUERNSEY  AND  JERSEY. 

ARMY  EXPENSES,  1820. 


Jersey. 

Guernsey. 

Total. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

d* 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Hire  of  vessels,  staff  officers,  &c . 

• 

• 

> 

0 

6,130 

18 

11 

Gilpin  &  Co.  for  Clothing  . . 

a 

• 

• 

• 

8,052 

4 

3 

Staff . . . . . 

a 

• 

• 

• 

981 

2 

3 

Ordnance. 

Storekeeper’s  Department  . 

• 

e 

9 

0 

780 

0 

0 

Deputy  Storekeeper  (Alderney) . 

• 

a 

• 

• 

91 

5 

0 

Repairs . . . 

1,085 

2 

0 

581 

5  6 

1,666 

7 

6 

Current  Service  and  contingencies  in 

Storekeeper’s  Department  . . . . 

450 

0 

0 

877 

0  0 

1,327 

0 

0 

Barrack  Contingencies  . . 

• 

e 

- 

» 

0 

121 

0 

0 

1821. — Barrack  Masters  and  Sergeants 

• 

• 

• 

0 

964 

2 

6 

1821. — Garrisons  . . 

255 

10 

0 

255 

10  0 

511 

0 

0 

21,128 

0 

5 

P  11  Accoutrements  to  the  Jersev  Militia  . 

3,834 

17 

8 

24,962 

18 

1 

Gold. — An  Account  of  the  Quantity  of  Gold  imported  into  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  Mint,  and  Gold  Monies  coined,  from  1st  January,  1815,  to 
1st  January,  1822,  distinguishing  the  Ingots  received  in  each  year, 
produced  from  Guineas  and  from  Foreign  Gold,  with  the  value  of 
each. 


Gold  Imported  into  the  Mint. 

Gold  Monies  Coined. 

Years. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Value. 

lb.  oz.  dt.  gr. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

1815 

Nil. 

Nik 

Nik 

1816 

Nil. 

Nik 

Nik 

1817 

110,923  7  9  7 

5,182,306  4  9 

4,275,337  10  0 

1818 

42,471  8  5  21 

1,984,489  15  4 

2,862,373  10  0 

3819 

80  6  7  10 

3,762  16  1 

3,574  9  3 

1820 

31,956  4  14  6 

1,493,162  10  7 

949,516  0  0 

1821 

227,266  2  10  13 

10,619,013  13  9 

9,520,758  13  10 

412,698  5  7  19 

1 9,283,335  0  6 

17,611,560  3  1 
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An  Account  of  the  Total  Weekly  Amount  of  Bank  Notes  and  Bank 
Post  Bills  in  Circulation,  from  1st  of  Jan.  to  31st  of  Dec.  1822. 


1822. 

Bank  Notes  of  1 

£.5  and  upwards. 

Bank 

Post  Bills. 

Bank  Notes 
under  £.5. 

Total. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

January 

1  . . 

14,291,990 

1,425,830 

1,698,590 

17,416,410 

■ — 

8  . . 

13,547,330 

1,450.310 

1,669,080 

16,666,720 

— 

15  . 

17,047,170 

1,603,500 

1,632,810 

20,283,480 

— 

22  . . 

16,700,210 

1,632,260 

1,592,350 

19,924,820 

— . 

29  . 

16,220,570 

1,637,910 

1,557,010 

19,415,490 

February 

5  . 

15,809,040 

1,6)3,460 

1,509,870 

18,932,370 

— 

12  . 

15,784,770 

1,679,120 

1,458,540 

18,922,430 

~ 

19  . 

15,543,930 

1,629,810 

1,424,580 

18,598,320 

— 

26  . 

15,178,490 

1,609,620 

1,384,360 

18,172,470 

March 

5  . 

15,200,500 

1,598,980 

1,345,310 

18,144,790 

— 

12  . 

14,764,760 

1,600,090 

1,310,590 

17,675,440 

— - 

19  . . 

14,949,850 

1,581,940 

1,290,490 

17,822,280 

— 

26  . 

14,636,650 

1,579,200 

1,255,090 

1 7,470,640 

April 

2  . . 

14,539,450 

1,546,920 

1,222,010 

17,308,380 

— 

9  . . . 

14,237,240 

1,512,670 

1,186,180 

1 6,936,090 

— 

16  . 

16,159,980 

1,582,280 

1,160,900 

18,903,160 

— 

23  . 

15,509,070 

1,576,610 

1,138,240 

18,223,920 

— 

30  . . 

15,345,870 

1,584,450 

1,116,860 

18,047,180 

May 

7  . . . 

15,045,400 

1,590,490 

1,089,780 

17,725,670 

— 

14  . 

14,639,860 

1,525,860 

3,062,390 

17,228,110 

. — . 

21  . 

14,798,180 

1,487,510 

1,044,660 

17,330,350 

— 

28  . 

14,480,070 

1,452,500 

1,027,200 

16,959,770 

June 

4  . 

14,580,490 

1,448,560 

1,011,430 

17,040,480 

— 

11  . . . 

13,980,210 

1,470,160 

995,420 

16,445,790 

— 

18  . 

13,831,540 

1,502,140 

974,660 

16,308,340 

— 

25  . . 

13,964,350 

1,481,050 

956,050 

16,401,450 

July 

2  . . 

15,192,520 

1,463,140 

941,750 

17,597,410 

— 

9  . . 

17,783,130 

1,472,310 

932,160 

20,187,600 

_ 

16  . 

18,629,880 

1,595,040 

922,000 

21,146,920 

23  . 

17,976,730 

1,666,200 

911,740 

20,554,670 

— 

30  . 

16,888,070 

1,715,830 

903,610 

19,507,510 

August 

6  . 

16,570,450 

1,725,830 

890,500 

19,186,780 

— 

13  . 

16,139,810 

1,648,640 

880,090 

18,668,540 

— 

20  . 

15,777,700 

1,641,790 

868,540 

18,288,030 

' — 

27  . 

15,680,360 

1,600,700 

861,640 

18,142,700 

September  3  . . 

14,951,610 

1,594,020 

852,640 

17,398,270 

— 

10  . 

14,601,280 

1,658,050 

841,250 

17,100,580 

— 

17  . . 

14,267,550 

1,660,190 

833,570 

16,761,310 

— 

24  . 

14,082,980 

1,667,220 

826,140 

16,576,340 

October 

1  . 

14,602,650 

1,658,450 

814,250 

17,075,350 

— 

8  . 

14,274,920 

1,739,070 

806,290 

16,820,280 

— 

15  . 

16,248,260 

1,749.370 

800,070 

18,797,700 

— 

22  . . 

15,818,580 

1,706,630 

791,810 

18,317,020 

— 

29  . 

15,359,290 

1,720,730 

782,780 

17,862,800 

November  5  . 

15,163,930 

1,729,290 

774,310 

17,667,530 

— 

12  . . 

15,039,890 

1,707,890 

767,060 

17,514,840 

— 

19  . 

14,813,890 

1,661,420 

759,430 

17,234,740 

— 

26  . 

14,791,090 

1,628.350 

750,350 

17,169,790 

December  3  . 

14,553,580 

1,562,880 

742,470 

16,858,930 

— 

10  . 

14,039,460 

1,564,600 

737,420 

16,341,480 

— 

17  . 

13,752,980 

1,547,910 

732,800 

3  6,033.690 

— 

24  . 

14,263,210 

1,535,350 

725,950 

16,5-24,510 

« 

31 . 

14,068,310 

1,512,120 

720,480 

16,300,910 
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LONDON  NEWSPAPERS,  in  1801. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Stamps  issued  for  Newspapers,,  for  the 
year  1801 ;  distinguishing  the  London  from  the  Provincial  News¬ 
papers,  and  distinguishing  the  different  London  Newspapers,  and 
the  Amount  of  Duty  received  from  each. 


Number. 


Duty. 


DAILY. 

English  Chronicle .  ..... 

General  Evening  Post  . . 

London  Chronicle .  . . 

Lloyd’s  Evening  Post  . 

Morning  Advertiser . . . 

Morning  Chronicle  . . 

Morning  Herald  . 

Morning  Post  . 

Oracle  . . . . . 

Porcupine;  with  Heart  of  Oak  ...  . 

Public  Ledger;  with  London  Packet . 

St  James’s  Chronicle  ;  with  London  Journal 

The  Times  ;  with  Evening  Mail . 

Traveller  ;  with  Commercial  Chronicle  . 

True  Briton  ;  with  Sun . 

Whitehall  Evening  Post  . 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

136,650 

1,992 

16 

3 

192,500 

2,807 

5 

10 

227,500 

3,317 

14 

2 

99,61 1 

1,452 

13 

622,500 

9,078 

2 

6 

527,500 

7,692 

14 

2 

762,500 

11,119 

15 

10 

312,500 

4,557 

5 

10 

541,025 

7,889 

18 

hi 

J  X 

191,000 

2,785 

8 

4 

534,250 

7,791 

2 

11 

243,500 

3,551 

0 

10 

1,085,750 

15.833 

17 

1 

323,500 

4.717 

14 

2 

804,000 

11,725 

0 

O 

129,750 

1,892 

3 

9 

WEEKLY. 

Craftsman  ;  with  Selector . . 

Johnson’s  Sunday  Monitor  . 

London  Recorder;  with  Westminster  Journal . 

Old  British  Spy . 

Sunday  Review .  . . 

Weekl}r  Dispatch  .  . . 

York’s  Political  Review  . . . . 


70,250 

1,024 

9 

7 

97,500 

1,421 

17 

6 

71,000 

1,035 

8 

4 

6,250 

91 

2 

11 

35,450 

516 

19 

7 

17,000 

247 

18 

4 

20,000 

291 

13 

4 

THREE  WEEKS. 
Police  Gazette  . . 


22,000 


320  16  8 


Total  number  of  London  Newspapers  which  can 
be  distinguished  . . . 

7,073,486 

103,155  0  1 

Provincial  Newspapers  and  Stamps  issued  for  the 
supply  of  London  papers,  not  specified  in  the 
above  account,  which  cannot  be  distinguished... 

9,011,419 

131,416  10  6% 

Total  number  of  Newspaper  Stamps  issued  ... 

16,084,905 

234,571  10  7| 

Comptroller’s  Office,  Stamps, 
April  19,  1822. 


A.  R.  BARKER,  Pro  Compr, 
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LONDON  NEWSPAPERS,  in  1821. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Stamps  issued  for  Newspapers,  for  the 
year  1821  ;  distinguishing  the  London  from  the  Provincial  News¬ 
papers,  and  distinguishing  the  different  London  Newspapers,  and  the 
Amount  of  Duty  received  from  each. 


N  umber . 


Duty. 


DAILY. 

British  Press;  with  Globe  . 

British  Traveller  . . . 

Courier  . . 

Morning  Advertiser  ;  with  Sunday  Advertiser . 

Morning  Chronicle  . . . 

Morning  Herald  . . . 

Morning  Post . 

New  Times  . . . . 

Public  Ledger  . . . 

Star  . . . . . . 

Statesman;  with  Constitution . . . . 

Sun . 

The  Times;  with  Evening  Mail  . . 

Traveller;  with  Commercial  and  London  Chronicle 
True  Briton  . . . 


of. 

s. 

d. 

777,500 

12,958 

6 

8 

81,575 

1,359 

11 

8 

1,594,500 

26,575 

0 

0 

970,000 

16,166 

13 

4 

990,000 

16,500 

0 

0 

875,000 

14,583 

6 

8 

630.500 

10,508 

6 

8 

846,000 

14,100 

0 

0 

430,500 

7,175 

0 

0 

410,073 

6,834 

11 

0 

239,150 

3,985 

16 

8 

170,000 

2,833 

6 

8 

2,684,800 

44,746 

13 

4 

386,500 

6,441 

13 

4 

165,600 

2,760 

0 

O 

THREE  TIMES  A  WEEK. 


English  Chronicle . 

General  Evening  Post . 

St.  James’s  Chronicle ;  with  Baldwin’s  Journal  .. 
London  Packet  . 


ICO, 500 
150,000 
577,500 
102, 0O0 


2,675  0  0 
2,500  0  O 
9,625  0  0 
1,700  0  0 


TWICE  A  WEEK. 


Bell’s  Weekly  Dispatch  . 

Bell’s  Weekly  Messenger  . 

British  Luminary  . . 

British  Neptune  ;  with  British  Freeholder,  British 
Mercury,  London  Moderator,  London  and  Pro¬ 
vincial  Gazette,  National  Register,  and  Norwich 

Courier  . . 

Brunswick  . . 

Catholic  Advocate . 

Champion  . . . . . 

Courier  de  Londres . . 

Examiner  . . . 

Guardian . 

John  Bull  . 


132,250 

522,700 

52,500 


56,000 

22,392 

18,545 

30,070 

22,500 

141,975 

88,150 

468,002 


2,204  3  4 
8,711  13  4 

875  0  0 


600  0  0 
373  4  0 

309  1  8 

501  3  4 

375  0  0 
2,366  5  0 

1,469  3  4 

7,800  0  S 
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Number. 

Duty. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

John  Bull’s  British  Journal  . . . 

2,000 

33 

6 

8 

London  Gazette  . . 

160,000 

2,666 

33 

4 

News  . 

506,500 

8,441 

13 

4 

Nicholson’s  Price  Current  . 

7,400 

123 

6 

8 

Observer 

714,000 

1 1,900 

0 

0 

Observer  of  the  Times  . 

55,150 

919 

3 

4 

Real  John  Boll  . . . . 

77,568 

1,292 

16 

0 

Wooler’s  British  Gazette  . . . 

66,500 

1,108 

6 

8 

WEEKLY. 

• 

Aurora  Borealis . . .  . . 

24,600 

410 

0 

0 

Bell’s  Price  Current  . . . . . 

10,000 

166 

13 

4 

British  Monitor . . . 

25,075 

417 

18 

4 

Christian  Reporter  . . 

24,650 

410 

16 

8 

Cobbelt’s  Register . 

825 

13 

15 

0 

County  Chronicle  ;  with  County  Herald  . . 

226,500 

3,775 

0 

0 

County  Literary  Chronicle  . . 

1,500 

25 

0 

0 

Englishman  ;  with  Mirror  of  the  Times  ........ 

137,750 

2,295 

16 

8 

Farmer’s  Journal  . . . . . 

155,000 

2,583 

6 

8 

Independent  Observer  . 

36,866 

614 

8 

8 

Law  Chronicle  . . . . . 

11,100 

185 

0 

0 

Literary  Gazette . 

60,197 

1,003 

5 

8 

Marwade’s  Price  Current . . 

1,099 

18 

6 

4 

Military  Register  . . 

1,672 

27 

17 

4 

Mirror . . . . 

9,000 

150 

0 

0 

Philanthropic  Gazette . 

36,900 

615 

0 

0 

Sunday  Monitor  ;  with  Westminster  Journal,  and 

Imperial  Gazette  . . 

62,500 

1,041 

13 

4 

Town  Talk  . . 

3,000 

50 

0 

0 

ONCE  A  FORTNIGHT. 

Racing  Calendar . . . .  .... 

24,400 

406 

13 

4 

ONCE  IN  THREE  WEEKS. 

Police  Gazette  . . . . 

30,000 

500 

0 

0 

ONCE  A  MONTH. 

Literary  Advertiser  . . . 

6,000 

100 

0 

0 

Total  number  of  London  Newspapers  . 

16,254,534 

270,908 

18 

0 

Provincial  Newspapers  . . 

8,525,252 

142,087 

10 

8 

Total  number  of  Newspaper  Stamps  issued  . . 

24,779,7 86 

412,996 

8 

8 

Comptroller’#  Office,  Stamps,  A.  R.  BARKER,  Pro  Compr. 

April  19th,  1822. 
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LAW  CASES  AND  NARRATIVES. 


Manchester  Outrage.  — 
Lancaster  Assizes,  Thursday, 
April,  4.  — -  Before  Mr.  Justice 
Holroyd  and  a  Special  Jury — 
Thomas  Bedford,  Plaintiff,  v. 
Hugh  Hornby  Birley,  Alexander 
Oliver,  Richard  Withington,  and 
Edward  Meagher  Defendants. — 
After  the  usual  forms  on  opening 
the  Court  were  gone  through,  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  proceeded  to 
call  over  the  names  of  the  special 
jurors,  when  the  following  six  gen¬ 
tlemen  appeared : — 

J.  Harrison,  esq.  of  Landing. 

R.  Taylor,  esq.  of  Finth waite. 

R.  Sagar,  esq.  of  Southfield, 
Marsden. 

J.  Whitaker,  esq.  of  Broad 
Clough. 

R.  Gillow,  esq.  of  Forton. 

M.  Hughes,  esq.  of  Sutton. 

There  being  only  half  the  panel 
of  special  jurors  present,  a  tales 
was  prayed  by  the  plaintiff,  when 
the  following  persons  answered  to 
their  names : — 

Matthew  Jackson* 

William  Barrow. 

John  Tichfield. 

Robert  Chadwick. 

Isaac  Walker. 

William  Tomlinson. 

These  six,  together  with  the 
special  jurors,  having  completed  the 
panel,  the  oath  was  administered 
to  all  at  once. 

The  counsel  who  appeared  for 
the  plaintiff,  were  Mr.  Blackburne 
and  Mr.  Joshua  Evans ;  for  the 
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defendants,  Mr.  Serjeant  Hul- 
lock,  Mr.  Serjeant  Cross,  Mr. 
Littledale,  and  Mr.  Starkie. 

The  pleadings  were  opened  by 
Mr.  Joshua  Evans.-— The  declara¬ 
tion,  in  the  first  count,  stated, 
that  the  defendants,  on  the  1 6th 
day  of  August,  181  f),  assaulted  the 
plaintiff  at  Manchester,  and  with 
certain  swords  gave  and  struck 
him  a  great  many  violent  cuts  and 
strokes  on  and  about  his  shoulders, 
by  which  means  he  became  greatly 
wounded  and  bruised,  &c.  There 
was  another  count  for  a  common 
assault,  and  the  damages  were  laid 
at  500/. 

The  plea  set  up  by  the  defend¬ 
ants  were — 

1st.  “  The  general  issue,  cc  Not 
Guilty.” 

2ndlv.  “A  riot  committed  by  the 
plaintiff  and  others  in  the  view  of 
the  defendants,  whereupon  the  de¬ 
fendants  requested  the  plaintiff 
and  others  to  disperse ;  and  be¬ 
cause  the  plaintiff  and  others  would 
not  disperse  themselves,  therefore 
the  defendants  laid  their  hands 
upon  the  plaintiff,  &c.,  to  disperse 
them. 

3rdly.  <c  A  conspiracy  by  the 
plaintiff  and  others  to  move  and 
excite  the  king’s  subjects  to  hatred 
and  contempt  of  the  government, 
and  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the 
realm  ;  and  a  meeting  at  the  time, 
when,  &c.  in  pursuance  and  fur¬ 
therance  of  that  conspiracy,  and  a 
request  to  disperse,  &c.,  as  in  the 
second  plea. 
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4th.  “  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  unlawfully  met  in  a  tumul¬ 
tuous,  dangerous,  and  menacing 
manner,  to  the  terror  and  nuisance 
of  the  late  king’s  subjects,  and  a 
request  to  disperse,  &c.  as  in  the 
third  plea. 

5th-  “  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  unlawfully  and  riotously 
met  to  disturb  the  peace,  to  the 
great  damage  of  the  public  peace, 
and  a  request  to  disperse,  &c.,  as 
before. 

6th.  iC  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  unlawfully  met  and  assem¬ 
bled  in  a  dangerous  and  menacing 
manner,  and  a  request  to  disperse, 
&c.,  as  before. 

7th.  “  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  conspired  to  excite  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  the  late  king  to  hatred  and 
contempt  of  the  government,  &c. ; 
and  that  they  unlawfully  met  for 
that  purpose,  and  a  request  to  dis¬ 
perse,  &c.  (as  in  the  preceding 
plea.) 

8  th.  “  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  unlawfully  met  to  excite 
discontent  in  the  late  king’s  sub¬ 
jects  against  the  government  and 
constitution,  and  a  request  by  de¬ 
fendants  to  disperse,  &c.  as  in  the 
next  preceding  plea. 

fjth.  That  the  plaintiff  and 
others  committed  a  riot — that  pro¬ 
clamation  to  disperse  was  made  by 
a  magistrate — that  the  plaintiff 
and  others  refused  to  disperse, 
whereupon  the  defendants  gently 
laid  their  hands  on  the  plaintiff  and 
others  to  disperse  them. 

10th.  “  That  Henry  Hunt  and 
others  riotously  met — that  divers 
magistrates,  on  view  of  the  riot, 
issued  their  warrant  to  the  consta¬ 
bles  of  Manchester  to  apprehend 
Hunt,  and  other  persons — that  the 
defendants  on  that  occasion  acted 
in  aid  of  the  constables — that  the 
plaintiff  and  others  assaulted  the 


defendants  whilst  acting  in  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  warrant,  and  that  the 
defendants  in  their  own  defence 
did  a  little,  strike,  cut,  wound,  &c., 
the  plaintiff. 

13  th.  u  A  like  plea,  except  as 
to  alleging  the  assault  to  have  been 
made  by  the  plaintiff,  &c,  on  the 
defendants,  immediately  after  the 
execution  of  the  warrant. 

12th.  “  That  the  plaintiff  com¬ 
mitted  a  riot,  &c. ;  that  the  de¬ 
fendants  endeavoured  to  restore 
peace,  whereupon  the  plaintiff  and 
others  assaulted  the  defendants, 
who,  in  their  own  defence,  struck, 
&c,  the  plaintiff. 

13th.  “  A  like  plea,  alleging  an 
unlawful  meeting  instead  of  a  riot, 

1 4th.  That  plaintiff  and  others 
made  an  assault  on  the  defendants, 
wherefore  the  defendants  defended 
themselves ;  and  if  any  damage 
happened  to  the  plaintiff,  it  was 
from  his  assault  on  the  defend¬ 
ants,  and  in  defendants  own  de¬ 
fence.” 

There  were  originally  51  pleas, 
containing  39,000  and  odd  words, 
and  extending  over  541  sheets,  but 
the  master  struck  out  37,  leaving 
the  above  14. 

Mr.  Blackburne  stated  the  plain¬ 
tiff’s  case  to  the  jury. 

The  first  witness  called  was, 

Alexander  Anderson : — I  reside 
at  Manchester,  and  am,  by  trade,  a 
weaver.  I  was  at  the  meeting  of 
the  l6th  of  August;  I  went  to  it 
betwixt  11  and  12  o’clock;  there 
were  then  a  great  many  people 
present,  old  and  young,  women 
and  children.  I  stopped  till  Mr. 
Hunt  passed  me  in  a  sort  of  car¬ 
riage,  and  mounted  the  hustings  ; 
soon  after  that,  I  quitted  the  spot. 
I  had  no  object  in  attending  that 
meeting,  except  what  is  stated  in 
the  requisition  ;  nor,  to  my  know¬ 
ledge,  had  any  body  else. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Seijeant 
Hullo  civ. — On  tlie  l6th  of  August, 
I  stood  near  the  Quakers’  chapel. 
I  had  seen  Hunt  before,  but  1  did 
not  know  who  was  with  Hunt, 
except  from  what  the  people  said 
who  stood  near  me.  I  was  at 
work  in  the  morning,  and  saw  the 
people  coming  through  Newton- 
lane  ;  they  looked  very  poor  and 
very  ragged,  and  had  nothing  in 
their  hands  ;  they  walked  quietly, 
but  not  like  soldiers,  for  these  al¬ 
ways  carry  firelocks  —  some  per¬ 
sons  in  the  crowd  had  in  their 
hands  a  small  rod  or  switch.  I 
will  not  say  each  party  was  3,000 
or  4,000 — nor  swear  to  more  or 
less  in  their  numbers.  I  never 
saw  such  a  party  before,  as  were  at 
that  meeting.  I  was  near  enough 
to  read  what  was  written  on  some 
of  the  flags ;  but  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say  what  was  on 
them.  I  saw  a  black  flag,  but 
cannot  say  now  what  was  on  it. 
I  cannot  say  but  I  did  see  the  flag 
with  “  Let  us  die  like  men,  and 
not  be  sold  like  slaves.”  I  never 
attended  any  drillings  before,  nor 
saw  any.  I  saw  the  people  halt, 
but  do  not  know  who  gave  the 
word  to  halt,  or  whether  it  was 
done  by  bugle- sound  or  otherwise. 
I  saw  no  persons  telling  them  to 
march  or  wheel,  or  the  like.  I  was 
born  in  Ireland,  but  have  resided 
22  years  in  Manchester. 

William  Miekleroy. — I  am  a 
weaver,  and  live  in  King-street, 
No.  69,  Manchester,  and  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  l6th  of  August. 
I  was  a  party  to  putting  my  name 
to  the  requisition  for  calling  that 
meeting,  and  had  no  other  object 
but  what  was  therein  expressed.  I 
stopped  there  till  betwixt  1 1  and 
12  o’clock,  or  thereabouts,  when 
the  cavalry  charged ;  and  I  then 
made  the  best  of  my  -way  off.  I 


stood  first  within  some  yards  of 
the  hustings,  and  at  the  head  of, 
or  close  by  the  line  of  constables. 
That  line  reached  from  near  to  the 
wall  over  the  brow,  and  down  to 
the  hustings  or  close  up  to  it.  Mr. 
Baxter’s  house  was  close  by  me. 
Our  meeting  consisted  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  old  and 
young.  I  saw  some  of  the  coun¬ 
trymen  with  bits  of  sticks,  bits  of 
things,  crooked  and  straight,  be¬ 
tween  sticks  and  rods,  but  I  saw 
none  armed  with  bludgeons.  There 
was  no  disturbance,  until  the  rush 
of  the  cavalry  on  coming  amongst 
the  people.  The  cavalry  came 
round  the  wall  near  Cooper’s-cot- 
tage,  then  rode  forward,  and  form¬ 
ed,  one  end  of  them  in  front  of  the 
wall  close  to  the  line  of  constables ; 
then  made  a  second  move  rather 
farther  down  towards  me.  They 
formed  three  deep  there.  A  gen¬ 
tleman  in  coloured  clothes,  whom 
I  did  not  know,  came  and  seemed: 
to  me  to  read  something  to  the 
commander.  They  then  advanced, 
and,  coming  to  a  straggled  part  of 
the  crowd,  they  went  on,  till  com¬ 
ing  to  the  close  body  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  I  saw  some  of  the  people  fall. 
There  was  not  the  least  attack 
made  on  the  yeomanry,  further 
than  to  cheer  them  as  they  came 
down.  I  saw  no  stones  thrown, 
and  am  certain  there  were  none 
thrown,  for  I  stood  upon  a  height, 
and  might  have  seen  if  any  were 
within  my  view.  I  do  not  know 
if  the  height  where  I  stood  had 
any  particular  name,  but  it  was 
only  11  or  12  yards  from  the  hust¬ 
ings.  I  am  positive  no  one  struck 
at  the  yeomanry  as  long  as  I  durst 
stand  where  I  did  on  the  height. 
I  had  no  apprehension  they  would 
cut  the  people,  until  I  heard  one  of 
the  constables  say  “  stand  fast,  num¬ 
ber  one,”  and  at  the  same  time 
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they  began  to  lay  on  with  their 
truncheons,  or  short  staves — then 
I  thought  it  time  to  run.  The 
yeomanry  at  that  moment,  were, 
as  well  as  my  bustle  to  get  away 
enabled  me  to  see,  within  about  30 
yards  of  the  hustings.  I  made  the 
best  of  my  escape  home. 

Cross-examined. — I  saw  the  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  l6‘th  come  upon  the 
ground,  I  was  there  betwixt  10 
and  11  o’clock,  and  saw  a  great 
many  of  the  people  take  up  their 
ground  in  the  most  beautiful  order 
possible  ;  each  corps  took  its  station 
with  standards  planted  near  the 
eart.  They  came  on,  some  with 
drums  and  fifes,  and  some  with 
only  fifes.  There  might  be  bugles, 
but  I  do  not  know  of  them  ;  they 
did  not  take  up  their  ground  like 
soldiers,  but  like  a  sick  club,  or  a 
society,  and  not  like  regulars.  I 
mean  to  say,  that  they  did  not 
march  like  volunteers  having  the 
step.  Besides  the  drums  and  fifes, 
some  had  little  rods,  like  what  the 
country  people  carry  when  they  go 
to  walk  a  bit.  There  were  no 
bludgeons  of  any  size.  I  call  a 
bludgeon  what  would  knock  a  man 
down :  a  shilelah,  in  Ireland,  is 
that  sort  of  thing  :  they  were  not 
here.  A  man  in  coloured  clothes 
came  up  to  the  yeomanry  before 
they  charged,  and  read  something 
to  the  officer,  and  then  retired 
back.  He  did  not  ride  up  before 
them. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Black- 
bume. — I  have  seen  many  proces¬ 
sions  of  sick  clubs  and  societies, 
and  this  meeting,  in  respect  of 
order  and  step,  resembled  them : 
they  had  the  same  form.  The 
sticks  or  rods,  which  I  did  see, 
were  very  unfit  to  cope  with 
swords,  and  (looking  at  the  sheriffs 
rod)  some  were  rather  thicker  than 
this,  and  some  a  good  deal  smaller. 


William  Harrison. — I  am  a  cot¬ 
ton  spinner,  and  lived  at  Oldham 
in  August,  1819*  I  was  born 
there.  I  went  with  a  company  of 
my  townsmen  from  Oldham  to 
Manchester  on  that  day.  We  set 
out  betwixt  8  and  9  o’clock,  and 
reached  Manchester  a  little  be¬ 
fore  12  o’clock ;  the  distance  is  7 
or  8  miles.  There  were  four  di¬ 
visions  of  us,  the  “  Lees,  Mosley, 
Roy  ton,  and  Oldham.”  We  all 
met  at  the  green  at  Oldham,  in 
number  about  5,000  or  6,000 ; 
there  were  women  and  children 
among  us.  My  wife,  with  a  child 
a  year  old,  went  along  with  me, 
on  the  side  of  the  road  to  the 
meeting.  The  proportion  of  women 
in  the  5,000  or  6,000  might  be 
about  1,000,  including  girls  of  19 
or  13  years  old.  We  had  no  sticks, 
except  for  a  few  of  the  old  men. 
When  we  got  to  New-cross  at 
Manchester,  we  stopped  upon 
seeing  three  or  four  gentlemen  on 
horseback,  whom  we  thought  were 
magistrates,  and  then,  for  the  first 
time,  we  thought  there  Was  some¬ 
thing  hatching.  We  called  out  at 
that  moment  for  such  as  had  sticks 
to  throw  them  away,  and,  in  my 
company,  I  saw  that  it  was  done. 
The  New-cross  is  a  mile  from  St. 
Peter’s-field  ;  when  we  got  to  the 
field,  I  took  up  with  my  party  the 
place  at  the  higher  side  of  the 
hustings,  towards  Buxton’s  house, 
and  opposite  the  Quakers’  chapel. 
I  stood,  as  near  as  I  can  think,  7 
or  8  yards  on  the  higher  side  of 
the  square  hustings.  I  saw  the 
cavalry  come  on  the  field  and  form 
before  Buxton’s  house,  as  regularly 
as  they  could,  considering  the 
speed  with  which  they  rode.  I 
saw  the  yeomanry  get  among  the 
people  and  begin  to  get  up  to  the 
hustings.  In  their  progress,  I  saw 
them  cutting  their  way  right  and 
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left  among  the  people.  I  left  the 
field  then. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Little- 
dale. — I  am  in  Thomas  Cozen’s 
factory  at  Oldham.  At  that  time 
I  got  about  20.?.  a  week  wages.  My 

fiins  depended  on  the  work  I  did. 

he  other  workmen  were  paid  at  the 
same  rate,  according  to  the  nature 
of  their  work  ;  but  all  did  not  earn 
alike.  I  never  was  drilled,  but  did 
go  once  to  a  drilling  on  a  night, 
the  Sunday  before  the  meeting, 
when  it  was  just  over ;  that  was 
the  night  of  the  8th  of  the  month, 
before  the  intended  meeting  of  the 
9th.  I  went  to  the  White-moss,  the 
morning  that  Gingerbread  Murray 
was  wounded,  but  the  drilling  was 
over.  They  had  no  bugle  that 
morning;  there  was  no  word  of 
command,  or  talk  of  “  fire”  given. 
I  did  hear  “  stand  at  ease,”  and 
as  you  were,”  and  such  like  as 
that,  said ;  it  was  all  mere  non¬ 
sense,  though  it  might  happen 
that  there  was  one  man  at  this 
drilling,  as  they  called  it,  to  give 
the  word  to  each  company.  I  at¬ 
tended  another  meeting  at  the 
Oldham-hedge,  a  week  or  fortnight 
before  the  White-moss.  I  was  at 
the  hedge  a  little  before  5  o’clock 
that  morning  ;  there  were  present 
perhaps  40  persons.  I  do  not  know 
by  whom  they  were  commanded  ; 
they  were  popping  about  down  a 
lane  ;  they  did  not  march  as  com¬ 
mon  soldiers,  for  they  had  not 
common  sense  to  do  it,  some  of 
them,  the  boys,  being  too  young. 
I  went  a  little  down  the  road  with 
them,  and  then  went  home.  I  did 
not  march  with  them  according  to 
any  regular  order ;  sometimes 
there  was  a  word  of  command ; 
but  it  was  all  mere  nonsense — it 
might  be  “  quick  march,”  and 
“  halt,”  and  such  as  that.  Some¬ 
times  we  did  so,  and  at  other  times 


we  laughed  at  them  and  their  word. 
When  we  were  not  marching, 
sometimes  we  were  stopped  and 
told  to  stand  at  ease.  At  no  time 
in  my  life  did  I  hear  the  word 
“  fire”  given.  Besides  the  two  I 
have  told  you  of,  I  never  was  at 
any  other  of  these  meetings,  or 
nonsense  of  the  kind  any  where 
else.  Of  the  people  who  marched 
with  me  on  the  l6th  of  August  at 
Manchester,  I  cannot  say  I  heard 
any  thing  of  the  word  of  command, 
though  several  of  the  people  whom 
I  had  seen  at  the  drilling  at  Old¬ 
ham-hedge,  but  not  at  White- 
moss,  were  going  with  us  to  the 
meeting  in  the  four  divisions.  I 
never  touched  the  Oldham  banner; 
we  had  one  colour,  and  the  cap  of 
liberty,  all  fixed  on  one  staff. 
“  Major  Cartwright’s  bill,  and 
election  by  ballot,”  were  the  words 
on  the  Oldham  banner.  On  the 
Lees,  I  think  the  inscription  was 
something  about  “  Representation.” 
I  believe  it  might  be  “  Equal  Re¬ 
presentation,  or  Death  ;”  that  was 
the  black  flag,  I  believe.  On  the 
Moseley  flag,  I  cannot  say  what 
was  written — I  only  saw  the  writ¬ 
ing  generally  on  them  all.  I  never 
saw,  “  Let  us  die  like  men,  and  not 
be  sold  as  slaves.”  I  saw  something 
of  the  kind  like  “  No  corn  laws;” 
but  I  do  not  know  on  what  flag  it 
was  ;  there  were  drums  and  music 
with  some  of  the  parties.  We  had 
a  kind  of  trumpet  or  a  bugle,  but 
no  fifes. 

Abraham  Ridley,  examined  by 
Mr.  Evans. — I  was  a  cotton-spin¬ 
ner  living  at  Oldham  in  1819?  and 
went  with  the  Oldham  people  to 
Manchester  on  the  1 6th  of  August. 
In  the  course  of  our  progress,  no¬ 
thing  whatever  was  done  to  excite 
disturbance.  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
advance  to  the  hustings ;  and,  up 
to  that  time,  all  appeared  to  be 
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peace,  harmony,  and  conviviality 
in  the  people’s  conduct.  The  yeo¬ 
manry  were  close  up  to  me,  be¬ 
fore  I  could  properly  see  them. 
There  was  a  great  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple  around  me,  at  that  moment, 
and  the  yeomanry  were  cutting 
at  them  with  their  swords  as  they 
stood  there.  When  they  came  up 
to  me,  the  constables  pulled  the 
truncheons  out  of  their  breasts, 
and  began  to  strike  the  people  with 
them ;  the  constable  standing 
nearest  to  me  put  me  forth  with  a 
push  up  against  the  cavalry  horses, 
and  I  received  a  blow  on  the  hat, 
as  I  conceive  from  a  cavalry  sword, 
which  knocked  it  off  my  head.  I 
saw  many  struck  in  the  same  situa¬ 
tion,  and  the  blood  flowed  verv 
copiously  from  the  heads  of  seve¬ 
ral  people,  whose  hats  were  struck 
off  in  that  manner.  I  was  forced 
back  by  the  pressure  of  the  crowd 
again  towards  the  constables,  and 
up  towards  the  higher  part  of  the 
houses  that  form  Windmill-street ; 
while  there,  I  saw  some  of  the 
people  forced  into  the  cellars  of  the 
houses  in  Windmill-street  ;  the 
iron  railing  being  broken  down.  I 
was  forced  into  a  back  yard  at  that 
time.  A  great  many  constables 
followed  us  into  the  yard,  and 
struck  us  with  their  truncheons. 
We  escaped  over  a  fence  in  the 
back  yard,  and  then  I  saw  the  ca¬ 
valry  making  after  the  people,  who 
were  attempting  to  escape  that 
way.  It  was  into  a  brick-yard 
I  got,  after  mounting  the  fence.  I 
returned  again,  and,  on  coming 
upon  the  field  within  10  minutes 
after  having  been  forced  away  from 
it  first,  I  met  an  old  man,  whom  I 
knew7-,  his  forehead  bleeding  pro¬ 
fusely,  from  what  I  thought  to 
be  a  sabre  wound.  After  I  saw 
him,  I  repaired  towards  the  place 
where  I  had  first  stood,  either  to 


get  my  own  hat,  which  I  had  lost, 
or  else  another.  I  then  observed, 
that  most  of  the  people  had  fled, 
and  that  the  constables  were  strik¬ 
ing  aged  and  infirm  people  who 
could  not  get  away  from  them.  I 
had  no  stick  with  me  on  that  day, 
though  I  had  used  one,  having  had 
an  illness  of  rheumatism  for  seve¬ 
ral  months  before.  I  left  the  stick 
after  me,  having  heard  that  people 
were  to  attend  the  meeting  with¬ 
out  any  kind  of  weapon  whatever. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Starkie. 
— I  disapproved  of  the  drilling  en¬ 
tirely,  never  attended  a  drilling, 
and  persuaded  others  to  keep  away 
from  such  things.  I  thought  them 
the  work  of  some  incendiaries.  I 
never  had  the  curiosity  to  go  to 
White-moss,  or  those  places.  We 
met  a  little  after  eight  o’clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  1 6th  of  August 
to  go  to  the  Manchester  meeting ; 
that  is,  we  then  set  out  from  our 
townships,  perhaps  about  5  or 
6,000  in  number ;  there  was  one 
bugle,  or  some  instrument  of  that 
description.  I  never  heard  the 
sound  of  the  bugle  on  Saturday 
nights  before  this  affair — I  can 
swear  positively  I  never  did — no¬ 
body  commanded  our  division  ;  we 
had  no  commander.  When  the 
parties  met  at  Oldham,  it  was  ar¬ 
ranged  that  they  should  proceed 
by  the  sound  of  the  bugle,  and 
they  marched  and  stopped  by  it  on 
the  road  accordingly.  There  was 
a  fife  or  two,  and  one  drum  I  be¬ 
lieve.  As  we  left  Oldham,  the 
colours  were  flying,  and  drums  and 
fifes  playing.  We  first  halted  that 
day  at  Failsworth,  where  we  were 
joined  by  the  division  from  that 
place.  The  bugle  sounded  again, 
and  all  went  on  together  to  Man¬ 
chester,  each  division  being  distin¬ 
guished  by  its  colours,  marching 
five  or  six  abreast.  7  We  halted  in 
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the  neighbourhood  of  New-cross, 
at  Manchester,  where  some  of  the 
sticks,  I  cannot  say  all,  were 
thrown  away.  We  went  along 
Swan-street,  by  the  Exchange,  and 
up  Dean’s-gate  to  St.  Peter’s- 
iield.  I  know  now,  but  did  not 
then,  that  that  was  not  the  near¬ 
est  way  to  the  place.  I  believe 
they  took  the  way  out  of  igno¬ 
rance,  and  I  fancy  it  was  the  most 
crowded  part  or  most  populous 
neighbourhood  of  Manchester. 

Joseph  Brierley. — I  am  a  hatter 
living  at  Oldham,  and  went  with 
my  townsmen  to  St.  Peter’s-field, 
on  the  l6th  of  August,  and  was 
placed  five  yards  on  the  Dean’s- 
gate  side  of  the  hustings.  I  saw 
no  constables  so  as  to  know  them, 
until  the  cavalry  came  up,  for  I 
was  inside  the  hustings.  I  heard 
the  cry  of  the  cavalry  coming  up, 
before  I  saw  them.  I  first  saw 
them  about  80  yards  at  the  other 
side  of  the  hustings.  They  were 
coming  up  2  or  3  deep  to  the  hust¬ 
ings,  and  in  a  trot.  I  saw  them 
making  havock,  and  cutting ;  and 
cries  of  murder,  shame,  and  scandal, 
came  from  every  side.  I  was 
driven  back  at  that  time  towards 
Dean-street,  about  two  cellars 
from  the  Windmill  public-house. 
I  saw  the  cavalry  close  at  me, 
when  I  was  forced  into  a  cellar- 
hole,  by  the  breaking  of  the  rail¬ 
ing  ;  they  had  passed  the  hustings 
then,  and  I  heard  cries  over  me  of 
murder,  while  women  were  tumb¬ 
ling,  and  mountains  of  people  lying 
on  me,  as  it  were,  in  the  cellar,  where 
I  was  blockaded  down. 

Joseph  Hindle — I  am  a  weaver, 
at  Little  Bolton.  I  was  present 
at  the  meeting  at  Manchester,  on 
the  l6th  of  August.  The  meeting 
was  peaceable.  The  Manchester 
yeomanry,  when  they  got  near  the 
hustings,  began  to  form  a  circle, 


and  to  cut  with  their  sabres.  I  was 
wounded  on  the  right  arm.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  get  away,  but  could 
not.  The  yeomanry  cut  at  the 
people  who  were  near  their  horses. 
An  old  man  was  cut  across  the 
head,  and  the  blood  spouted  into 
my  breast.  The  yeomanry  then 
drew  back  so  as  to  let  those,  who 
were  able,  go  away ;  and  I  retired. 
I  saw  no  stones  thrown  at  the 
yeomanry.  The  people  could  not 
stoop  to  pick  up  stones.  I  saw  no 
resistance  made  to  the  military. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Cross. — I  went  from  Bolton  that 
day,  which  is  12  miles  from  Man¬ 
chester.  About  six  or  seven  of  us 
set  out  from  Bolton  together.  I 
had  no  intention  of  going  to  Man¬ 
chester  until  that  morning.  The 
distance  was  too  great.  I  never 
was  at  a  meeting  before. 

William  Cheetham.  —  I  am  a 
weaver  at  Little  Bolton,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  at  Manchester 
on  the  l6th  of  August.  The 
meeting,  as  far  as  I  saw,  was  quiet 
and  peaceable.  None  of  them  were 
armed.  I  saw  the  Manchester 
yeomanry  just  as  they  got  up  to 
the  hustings.  I  saw  them  strike 
the  people  with  their  swords. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock  here  ob¬ 
served,  that  not  one  of  these  wit¬ 
nesses  had  shown,  that  the  defend¬ 
ants  were  on  the  spot  on  the  day 
in  question. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  said,  the 
proper  course  for  the  plaintiff’s 
counsel  to  pursue  was,  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  as  to  the  trespass  in  the  first 
instance.  A  plea  of  “  not  guilty” 
had  been  entered,  and,  unless  the 
trespass  could  be  shown,  the  evi¬ 
dence  was  useless. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock  said,  it 
was  necessary  to  prove  that  the 
defendants  were  present  on  the 
occasion  to  which  the  plaintiff  re~ 
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ferred,  before  evidence  was  given 
of  what  was  done  at  the  place 
mentioned  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd _ Evidence 

being  given  to  that  point,  gener¬ 
ally,  it  would  then  be  matter  for 
the  jury  to  consider  what  part  of 
the  testimony,  on  other  points,  ap¬ 
plied  to  each  of  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  the  counsel  for 
the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  marshal 
their  case  as  they  pleased ;  and 
that  right  they  would  not  give  up 
now. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd,  —  You 
ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  show 
the  trespass,  which  has  been  met 
by  a  plea  of  not  guilty.  If  the 
trespass  be  not  proved,  the  rest  of 
the  allegations  must  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  Evans.— I  will  put  an  end 
to  this  objection  presently,  by  call¬ 
ing  witnesses  to  prove  that  one  of 
the  defendants  was  present. 

Examination  continued.-—!  do 
not  know  Meagher,  the  trumpeter; 
but  I  was  severely  cut  by  a 
trumpeter. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.  —  The 
present  action  is  for  a  compensa¬ 
tion  in  damages ;  and  what  is  done 
by  unknown  persons  cannot  apply 
to  the  defendants. 

On  the  next  witness  being 
called,  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  asked 
whether  he  would  speak  to  the 
trespass  ? 

Mr.  Evans  said  that  he  did  not 
call  him  for  that  purpose.  He 
would  show  in  due  time  that  one 
of  these  defendants  was  present — 
that  they  all  came  into  the  field 
together — that  the  plaintiff  was 
wounded  by  one  of  them,  and  he 
would  contend  that  they  were  all 
answerable  for  their  common  act. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  said,  that 
the  plaintiff’s  counsel  must  show 
the  trespass  in  the  first  place. 


Unless  that  was  proved,  it  was  of 
no  consequence  what  else  occurred 
at  the  time  and  place  specified. 

J oseph  Prestwick  was  then  called. 
— -I  am  a  weaver,  and  live  at 
Droylsden,  near  Fairfield,  about 
five  miles  and  a  half  from  Man¬ 
chester.  I  know  Alexander  Oliver 
and  Thomas  Redford.  I  have 
known  the  latter  about  15,  and  the 
former  about  10  years.  Oliver 
was  one  of  the  Manchester  yeo¬ 
manry  cavalry.  I  saw  him  and 
Redford  on  the  field  on  the  l6th  of 
August,  1819*  I  saw  Redford 
cut,  near  some  timber  at  the 
Quakers’  meeting-house.  That 
was  on  the  other  side  of  the  street 
from  the  hustings.  I  did  not  see 
Redford’s  face  before  he  was  cut. 
I  turned  suddenly  round,  when  he 
received  the  cut,  being  surprised 
at  the  cavalry  coming  down  so 
sharp.  I  saw  Oliver  within  about 
SO  yards  of  the  hustings.  It  was 
he  who  wounded  Redford.  He 
struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  and  I 
expected,  when  I  saw  the  sword 
go,  that  he  would  have  taken  off 
one  side  of  Redford’s  head.  I 
endeavoured  to  get  away,  for  fear 
of  the  same  treatment.  I  saw 
many  other  of  the  cavalry  acting  in 
the  like  way. 

John  Davenport  examined. — I 
am  a  weaver  at  Stockport,  and 
attended  the  Manchester  meeting 
on  the  ldth  of  August.  I  went 
there  alone  about  11  o’clock,  and 
saw  the  Manchester  yeomanry, 
when  they  came  within  four  yards 
of  me.  I  ran  towards  the  hustings, 
and  the  yeomanry  came  round 
them.  I  saw  an  opening  near  the 
yeomanry,  and  I  tried  to  make  my 
escape  out,  when  I  was  struck  by 
one  of  the  cavalry. 

Mary  Dowland  examined  by 
Mr.  Evans. — I  was  at  the  meeting 
of  the  16th  of  August,  1819*  I 
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knew  captain  Birley,  one  of  the 
defendants,  many  years  ago.  I 
saw  him  on  horseback  on  the 
ground  that  day,  dressed  in  his 
regimentals.  I  knew  Meagher, 
the  trumpeter,  also.  The  cavalry 
were  with  captain  Birley  on  that 
day,  and  he  appeared  to  command 
them.  Meagher  had  also  his  re¬ 
gimentals  on  ;  he  was  a  tailor  by 
trade,  and  a  trumpeter  in  the 
corps.  The  meeting  was  as  peace¬ 
able  as  this  court  is  at  present ;  I 
dressed  14  wounded  men  on  that 
day  in  my  own  house. 

Cross-examined.  —  I  left  the 
meeting,  when  I  found  the  yeo¬ 
manry  cutting  and  murdering  the 
people.  I  do  not  remember  all 
the  meetings ;  but  I  remember  the 
l6th  of  August,  for  my  house  was 
more  like  a  slaughter-house  than  a 
Christian’s  house,  with  the  wound¬ 
ed  I  assisted  in  dressing  on  that 
day.  I  was  not  hurt,  but  my 
murder  was  prevented  by  a  soldier 
of  the  15th  hussars  putting  up  his 
sword  against  young  Tibbott,  the 
tallow-chandler,  who  wanted  to 
murder  me. 

S.  Dawson  examined. — I  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  of  the  l6th  of 
August.  The  meeting  was  peace¬ 
able.  I  saw  the  Manchester  yeo¬ 
manry  come  to  the  ground,  and 
surround  the  hustings.  They  then 
began  cutting  the  people  and 
trampling  on  them,  and  I  made  the 
best  of  my  way  off.  I  saw  a  great 
many  cut  and  wounded:  one  young 
woman  with  her  hand  cut  off  near 
the  wrist.  I  went  over  towards 
Rogers’ s-row ;  where  I  and  another 
ran  into  an  entry ;  Mr.  Withington 
(one  of  the  defendants)  followed 
us ;  and  presenting  his  pistol  up 
the  entry,  swore,  if  we  would  not 
come  out,  he  would  blow  our 
brains  out.  I  saw  no  stones 
thrown. 


G.  Burgess  examined  by  Mr. 
Blackburne. — In  181R,  I  was  one 
of  the  yeomanry  cavalry,  and 
belonged  to  captain  Birley’s  troop. 
Mr.  Moon  was  lieutenant,  but  Mr. 
Withington  did  not  belong  to  the 
same  troop.  I  saw  Mr.  Withington 
on  the  ground  that  day  ;  I  saw 
Meagher  also  there ;  but  I  cannot 
say  I  saw  Oliver.  I  joined  our 
corps  in  Pickford’s-yard,  and  then 
accompanied  them  to  the  place  of 
meeting;  but  captain  Birley  joined 
us  in  Mosley-street  previously. 
We  formed  opposite  Mr.  Buxton’s 
house  ;  but  whether  it  was  captain 
Birley  or  captain  Hindley  who  led 
us  to  the  hustings,  I  cannot  say. 
I  saw  no  stones  thrown,  nor  any 
thing  else  in  my  way  to  the  hust¬ 
ings.  There  was  no  forcible  re¬ 
sistance  made  to  us,  until  we  sur¬ 
rounded  the  hustings.  When  the 
orators  were  taken  away,  for  a 
little  time  there  were  stones  and 
bricks  flying  in  all  directions,  and 
I  received  a  hit  on  the  right  leg. 
We  rode  up  with  drawn  swords, 
and  nothing  was  done  with  them 
before  we  got  to  the  hustings. 
Then  I  saw  swords  up  and  swords 
down,  but  what  was  done  with 
them  I  cannot  say.  The  stones 
were  not  thrown  until  after  that. 
I  cannot  say  whether  people  were 
wounded  or  not. 

Cross-examined. — I  never  was 
turned  out  of  the  corps,  but  I  gave 
up  in  December,  1819.  I  am  a 
coachman  and  guard  at  present ; 
and,  previously  to  the  keeping  of 
a  public-house,  I  was  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  servant. 

John  Hamer.  —  I  live  near 
Bury,  and  am  a  weaver.  I  went 
to  the  meeting;  of  the  l6th  of 
August.  I  was  at  the  Dean’s-gate 
side.  The  people  were  very  quiet 
when  the  yeomanry  broke  in  upon 
them.  I  saw  no  stones  thrown,  or 
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resistance  of  any  kind  offered, 
before  they  began  cutting. 

W.  Entwistle  examined. — I  am 
a  weaver  in  King-street,  Bury, 
and  was  at  the  meeting  at  Man¬ 
chester.  It  was  a  very  peaceable 
meeting,  at  the  time  the  Man¬ 
chester  cavalry  came  on  and  began 
to  cut  the  people.  I  received  a 
cut  myself. 

Cross-examined. — I  carried  the 
Bury  flag,  and  was  about  the 
middle  of  the  party.  1  cannot  say 
how  many  of  us  there  were,  nor 
how  many  bugles  we  had.  There 
were  also  drums  and  fifes.  I  can 
read  some  little,  but  don’t  know 
what  the  writing  was  on  my  flag. 
I  don’t  know  who  commanded  us ; 
we  mustered  in  the  square  at  Bury, 
and  we  walked  from  that  to 
Manchester  (nine  miles)  at  nine 
in  the  morning.  I  don’t  know 
who  appointed  me  to  the  banner 
service;  another  man  carried  it 
first,  and  I  assisted  him.  I  can’t 
say  where  the  standards  came  from. 

S.  Kay. — I  am  a  weaver  at 
Toddington,  near  Bury.  I  was 
at  the  meeting  on  the  16th.  I 
was  there  wounded.  The  meeting 
was  peaceable.  I  saw  no  stones 
thrown  at  the  yeomanry. 

W.  Hayworth. — I  live  at  Tod¬ 
dington,  near  Bury.  1  was  at  the 
meeting  of  August  l6th.  The 
meeting  was  peaceable.  I  saw 
the  Manchester  yeomanry  wave 
their  swords  towards  the  hustings ; 
I  got  wounded  myself :  I  saw  no 
stones  thrown  at  them. 

D.  Jacques. — Ilive  at  Middleton. 
I  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  l6tli 
of  August.  I  saw  the  cavalry  ride 
in  among  the  people.  I  saw  no 
stones  thrown  at,  nor  any  resist¬ 
ance  made  to,  the  cavalry. 

D.  Kennedy  said,  I  was  in  the 
employ  of  J.  Richardson,  a  cutler, 
at  Manchester,  in  1819*  My 


master  was  regimental  cutler  to 
the  yeomanry.  I  assisted  him  in 
sharpening  their  sabres.  I  did 
not  know  the  individuals  to  whom 
the  swords  belonged. 

J.  Garnet. — I  was  a  reporter 
for  “  Wheeler’s  Manchester  Chro¬ 
nicle,”  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1819,  and  I  attended  the  meeting 
in  that  capacity.  The  meeting 
was  peaceable,  till  the  advance  of 
the  yeomanry.  I  got  on  the 
hustings  after  the  arrival  of  Hunt. 
After  I  had  been  on  the  hustings 
a  few  minutes,  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
arrive  on  the  ground,  and  form  in 
front  of  Mr.  Buxton’s  house. 
When  Hunt  saw  them,  he  said, 
“  give  them  a  cheer.”  The  people 
cheered  loudly.  The  yeomanry 
cheered,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  in 
return,  waved  their  sabres,  and 
almost  immediately  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  hustings.  When  they 
came  towards  the  hustings,  I  saw 
several  of  them  strike,  but  whether 
with  the  sharp  or  flat  side  of  their 
sabres,  I  could  not  distinguish. 

There  were  no  stones  thrown  at 
the  cavalry  between  Buxton’s 
house  and  the  hustings.  No  re¬ 
sistance  was  offered  to  the  military, 
except  from  the  extreme  density  of 
the  meeting.  When  the  yeomanry 
came  down,  the  people  were  not 
locked  arm  in  arm. 

Cross-examined.* — I  did  not  con¬ 
tinue  on  the  hustings  until  Hunt 
was  taken.  I  went  away  to  pre¬ 
serve  myself.  I  heard  Mr.  Hunt 
say,  “  Cheer  the  cavalry.”  It  was 
such  a  cheer,  as  I  had  not  heard 
before.  Mr.  Hunt  did  not  call  it 
“  a  tremendous  cheer,”  but  spoke 
of  the  meeting  as  a  “  tremendous 
meeting.”  The  cheer  appeared  to 
me  intended  to  restore  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  some  part  of  the  meeting 
that  was  giving  way.  Mr.  Hunt 
did  not  speak  of  meeting  again, 
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but  he  said  that  the  magistrates, 
by  putting  off  the  former  meeting, 
had  caused  a  greater.  The  learned 
counsel  asked  if  the  following 
words  were  used,  “  Our  enemies, 
who  flatter  themselves  that  they 
have  gained  a  victory,  have  sus¬ 
tained  a  great  defeat.”  Answer. — 
I  remember  those  words  were 
used.  Did  Mr.  Hunt,  on  the 
approach  of  the  cavalry,  employ 
the  words- — “  They  appear  in  dis¬ 
order  ?” — I  believe  he  did.  I  left 
“  The  Chronicle”  office  about  a 
week  after  the  meeting.  I  joined 
it  again,  and  left  it  a  second  time. 
I  am  now  the  printer  and  publisher 
of  the  “  Manchester  Guardian.” 

Re-examined. — Mr.  Hunt  said, 
“  They  appear  in  disorder,”  before 
the  yeomanry  cavalry  formed  in 
front  of  Mr.  Buxton’s  house. 

Mr.  John  Tyas. — I  am  a  re¬ 
porter  for  “  The  Times”  news¬ 
paper.  I  reported  for  that  journal 
in  1819-  I  attended  in  Manchester 
on  the  l6th  of  August,  in  that 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
the  proceedings  of  the  meeting.  I 
believe  I  entered  Peter’s-field  as 
early  as  8  in  the  morning.  About 
half  past  11,  1  saw  two  bodies  of 
reformers  come  to  the  ground  with 
two  banners,  each  surmounted  by 
a  cap  of  liberty.  These  bodies 
conducted  themselves  quietly  in 
advancing  to  the  hustings.  I  went 
from  the  field  after  that  party  had 
come.  I  returned  between  12  and 
1,  and  found  a  great  number  of 
persons  assembled.  I  got  on  the 
hustings  with  Mr.  Hunt.  The 
meeting  was  cheering  Mr.  Hunt, 
when  we  ascended  the  hustings. 
Mr.  Hunt  made  a  short  speech, 
and,  in  about  five  or  ten  minutes,  I 
saw  the  Manchester  cavalry  ad¬ 
vancing  rapidly  to  the  area  where 
the.  meeting  was  held.  They 


formed  opposite  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Buxton,  where  the  magistrates 
were.  I  did  not  observe  the  con¬ 
stables  form  a  line  between  Mr. 
Buxton’s  house  and  the  hustings. 
I  observed  the  cavalry  advance 
and  the  people  surround  the  hust¬ 
ings.  The  people  were  standing 
closely  jammed  together.  The 
conduct  of  the  meeting  up  to  this 
period,  as  far  as  my  observation 
extended,  was  orderly  in  the  ex¬ 
treme.  I  observed  the  cavalry  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  hustings ;  the  people 
gave  way  before  them  in  every 
direction  as  fast  as  they  could.  I 
was  on  the  hustings,  and,  if  any 
sticks  or  stones  had  been  thrown 
at  the  cavalry,  I  must  have  seen 
them,  but  I  saw  none.  I  saw  no 
arms  locked  below  the  hustings. 
When  Hunt  was  taken  from  the 
hustings,  I  heard  a  cry  from  the 
cavalry  cc  Have  at  the  flags  f  1 
was  at  that  time  on  the  hustings. 
The  flag  then  was  cut  down  from 
the  hustings,  and  immediately  the 
yeomanry  began  to  cut  down  the 
flags  round  the  hustings,  cutting 
their  way  through  them.  I  saw 
several  persons  on  the  ground 
bleeding.  I  do  not  know  Oliver ; 
I  know  none  of  the  cavalry  by 
name,  or  even  by  sight. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Cross. — I  saw  Mr.  Hunt  come  in 
the  carriage  to  the  meeting  on  the 
l6th.  Carlile,  and  Johnson,  were 
in  the  same  carriage.  I  saw  them 
at  the  public-house,  where  the 
magistrates  lodged.  The  carriage 
was  attended  by  many  people 
marching  with  colours  flying  and 
drums  beating.  They  halted  at 
that  house.  They  set  up  a  loud 
hiss.  I  do  not  know,  except  from 
seeing  it  in  the  papers,  that  the 
shop  kept  by  Carlile  was  the  nest 
of  sedition  and  blasphemy. 
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John  Smith,  a  reporter  for  the 
te  Liverpool  Mercury,”  confirmed 
some  of  the  facts  already  proved. 

John  Jones. — I  reside  in  Wind¬ 
mill-street  ;  and  had  a  view  of  St. 
Peter’s-field  on  the  1 6th  of  August. 
I  saw  the  different  parties  arrive. 
The  meeting  was  as  peaceable  as 
this  court.  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
cavalry  come  into  the  field,  form 
before  Buxton’s  house,  and  advance 
to  the  crowd.  When  arrived  at 
the  hustings,  they  formed  round  it: 
and  when  they  had  cleared  the 
hustings,  they  made  a  charge  upon 
the  people,  who  fled  in  all  direc¬ 
tions.  They  rode  over  men,  women, 
and  children.  They  came  up  to 
the  railing  before  my  house, 
sabreing  the  people,  who  were 
groaning  and  shrieking,  unable  to 
speak.  An  officer  came  up  to  the 
cavalry,  and  said,  {c  Gentlemen, 
forbear  1  forbear !  the  people  can¬ 
not  get  away.”  I  saw  no  stones 
but  one  thrown,  and  that  was 
when  the  cavalry  were  scouring 
the  field.  At  my  door,  there  were 
one  woman  and  one  man  killed. 

Cross-examined. — As  each  of  the 
divisions  came  on  the  ground, 
there  were  great  shouts,  particu¬ 
larly  when  Mr.  Hunt  arrived. 
When  the  cavalry  came  on  the 
ground,  there  was  a  shout  from 
the  cavalry  as  well  as  the  people. 

Ann  Jones,  the  wife  of  the  last 
witness — I  was  in  my  house  on 
the  l6th  of  August.  I  saw  the 
meeting ;  it  was  peaceable  till  the 
soldiers  came  on  the  field.  I  saw 
no  stones  thrown.  I  saw  the 
cavalry  cutting  towards  thehustings. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Hullock. — I  was  obliged  to  attend 
to  the  wounded,  who  were  carried 
into  my  house.  There  were  many 
sticks  found  on  the  field.  I  saw 
the  constables  collect  them  and  put 


them  into  a  cart.  I  saw  the  field 
before  the  meeting,  and  there  were 
no  sticks  nor  stones. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hindmarsh  was  in  St. 
Peter’s  on  the  l6th  of  August.  I 
am  a  dissenting  minister.  I  went 
into  the  field  about  12  o’clock. 
The  conduct  of  the  people  was  in 
a  remarkable  degree  peaceable.  I 
remained  on  the  ground  till  the 
crowd  was  dispersed.  I  saw  no 
provocation  ofFered  by  the  people 
to  the  military. 

Cross-examined.  —  I  was  well 
pleased  to  see  the  temper  of  the 
people. 

Samuel  Slack  deposed. — I  ob¬ 
served  the  meeting  from  the 
second  floor  of  my  house.  The 
meeting  was  peaceable  previously  to 
the  clearing  of  the  hustings.  The 
yeomanry  pushed  forward  to  dis¬ 
perse  the  meeting :  men  were 
knocked  down,  and  the  horses  rode 
over  them. 

Cross-examined.  —  I  saw  no 
stones  thrown,  till  the  hustings 
were  cleared.  I  then  saw  stones 
thrown  from  the  street,  down 
which  they  were  driving  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  iron  rails  gave  way,  that 
fenced  the  cellars  from  the  street. 

Re-examined.  —  What  forced 
those  rails  ? — The  pressure  of  the 
crowd. 

What  caused  that  pressure? — 
The  soldiers  pursuing  them. 

Mr.  R.  Wood. — I  am  a  chemist 
and  druggist  in  Manchester.  I 
observed  the  people  coming  from 
New-cross.  They  were  peaceable. 
I  saw  the  cavalry  come  on  the 
ground.  They  advanced  as  far  as 
they  could  for  the  density  of  the 
crowd.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing 
the  plaintiff  Redford  on  that  night. 
A  person  called  to  be  dressed.  I 
do  not  know  who  he  was,  nor  was 
I  aware  that  it  was  the  plaintiff. 
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John  Earnshaw  (a  Quaker.) — I 
am  a  surgeon,  and  live  near  Old¬ 
ham.  I  was  with  the  last  witness 
in  a  house  in  Windmill-street.  I 
was  in  the  second  story,  and  could 
observe  every  thing  that  happened, 
and  saw  that  nothing  was  thrown 
at  the  cavalry. 

April  5.  Second  Day. — T.  Bate¬ 
man. — I  live  in  Middleton,  in  the 
county  of  Derby,  and  reside  on  my 
own  property.  I  lived  in  Manchester 
in  the  year  1819>  and  was  on  the 
field  where  the  meeting  was  held, 
a  little  before  one ;  it  was  then 
quite  peaceable.  There  were  ban¬ 
ners  and  music  on  the  ground.  I 
saw  the  Manchester  yeomanry, 
while  I  stood  on  some  timber  near 
the  Quakers’  meeting-house,  ad¬ 
vance  in  broken  line,  and  form  at 
the  end  of  Buxton’s  house;  they 
then  advanced  rapidly  into  the 
crowd.  I  saw  the  swords  of  the 
cavalry  ascend  and  descend ;  but 
nothing  more.  I  saw  no  stones 
thrown  at  the  cavalry,  nor  any 
resistance  whatever  offered  to 
them. 

T.  Preston  deposed  to  the  same 
effect. 

T.  Hopkins — I  am  a  carver 
and  gilder,  residing  in  the  town 
of  Manchester,  where  I  attend¬ 
ed  the  August  meeting.  I  took 
my  station  near  the  hustings 
when  the  crowd  began  to  thicken, 
and  was  there  when  Hunt  arrived. 
The  first  interruption  to  the  meet¬ 
ing,  after  Hunt  arrived,  was  by  an 
irruption  of  cavalry  (I  believe  the 
1  Manchester  yeomanry)  into  the 
:  crowd.  They  advanced  from  the 
:  houses,  one  of  which  I  understood 
to  be  Mr.  Buxton’s,  at  first  rather 
;  at  a  quick  pace,  but  as  they  ap- 
i  proached  the  hustings,  their  pro- 
;  gress  appeared  to  be  impeded  by 
I  the  crowd.  Some  waved  their 
u  swords,  rather,  as  it  appeared  to 


me,  threatening  than  striking* 
When  arrived  at  the  hustings, 
some  of  the  cavalry  seemed  to 
surround  it,  and  I  saw  some  of 
them  striking  either  at  the  peo¬ 
ple,  or  at  the  poles  of  the  flags; 
but  my  attention  was  immediate¬ 
ly  afterwards  drawn  to  a  party  of 
the  cavalry  who  were  cutting  at 
the  people  near  where  I  stood. 
By  this  time  the  outer  part 
of  the  crowd  gave  way,  and 
enabled  me  to  escape  across  the 
field.  There  were  heaps  of  per¬ 
sons  lying  on  the  ground,  and  I 
had  great  difficulty  in  getting  over 
them.  As  I  got  to  the  top  of 
Bootle-street,  I  saw  a  few  young 
men  (perhaps  4  or  5)  with  brick¬ 
bats  and  stones  in  their  hands.  I 
got  into  Roger’ s-row  then,  and 
with  some  difficulty  got  into  a 
house,  from  the  garret  window  of 
which  I  saw  the  cavalry  assemble 
again,  wave  their  swords,  and 
cheer.  Previously  to  the  advance 
of  the  cavalry  upon  the  people, 
I  saw  neither  sticks  nor  stones' 
thrown. 

E.  Baines,  jun. — X  attended 
the  Manchester  meeting  to  re¬ 
port  the  proceedings  for  the 
“  Leeds  Mercury.”  I  got  on  the 
field  at  a  quarter  before  12,  and 
went  (after  walking  about  till 
half-past  12)  to  the  cart  in  front 
of  Windmill-street,  which  I  un¬ 
derstood  was  to  form  part  of  the 
hustings.  I  saw  several  parties  of 
the  people  approach  the  hustings  ; 
I  looked  at  them  as  they  came  up  ; 
a  considerable  number  had  sticks 
in  their  hands,  such  as  country 
people  carry  at  races  and  such 
places;  walking  sticks  and  some 
slighter  than  walking  sticks. 
About  one,  the  second  cart  came 
with  boards,  and  from  the  two 
the  hustings  were  formed.  The 
meeting  was  composed  in  general 
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of  poor  people.  There  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  of  females  and 
children,  and  I  was  surrounded  by 
about  20  girls  dressed  in  white.  I 
saw  Mr.  Hunt  come  to  the  hust¬ 
ings,  but  had  previously  observed 
a  large  posse  of  constables  standing 
between  the  hustings  and  Mr. 
Buxton’s  house;  Hunt  had  been 
on  the  hustings,  I  should  think, 
about  10  minutes,  when  I  saw  a 
slight  disorder  in  the  outskirts  of 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Hunt  observ¬ 
ing  it,  stopped,  and  directed  three 
cheers  to  be  given,  and  turning 
round,  he  said  to  those  around 
him,  “  There  is  a  panic  in  the 
outskirts — that  is  to  rally  them.” 
He  had  not  resumed  his  speech, 
when  I  saw  a  body  of  cavalry 
coming  at  a  rapid  pace,  in  much 
disorder,  from  the  direction  of  St. 
Peter’s  church.  They  halted  when 
they  got  near  the  people.  Up  to 
that  time  I  never  saw  a  more 
peaceable  meeting.  After  the 
cavalry  had  paused  for  two  or 
three  minutes,  they  advanced 
rapidly  towards  the  hustings; 
thinking  they  were  going  to  make 
those  prisoners  who  were  on  the 
hustings,  I  leaped  from  them. 
There  was  a  single  row  at  half-past 
12  near  the  hustings,  with  their 
arms  locked  for  a  short  time. 
They  endeavoured  to  preserve  the 
circle  for  those  who  were  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  hustings,  but  it  was 
continually  broken  in  upon,  and 
endeavoured  to  be  re-formed  with¬ 
out  success.  When  the  cavalry 
advanced,  the  people  were  crowded 
close  to  the  hustings,  almost  under 
the  wheels  of  the  cart,  without 
any  kind  of  order.  I  was,  by  the 
impulse  of  the  crowd,  swept  about 
20  or  SO  yards  from  the  hustings. 
I  then  got  on  a  cart,  and  looked 
behind  me  at  the  hustings,  and 
then  saw  the  cavalry  striking  fu¬ 


riously  at  the  people  on  and  around 
the  hustings,  part  of  which  were 
overthrown,  and  women  and 
others  overthrown  under  the 
horses’  feet.  I  did  not  see  a  single 
stone  thrown  on  the  field. 

J,  Shuttleworth  examined. — I 
am  a  wholesale  cotton  and  twist 
dealer,  residing  at  Manchester,  and 
was  at  the  meeting  of  the  1 6th  of 
August.  I  saw  several  of  the 
parties  arriving  on  the  ground 
with  the  music,  playing  on  one  oc¬ 
casion  the  air  of  “  God  save  the 
King,”  and  the  people  near  them 
standing  uncovered  while  it  was 
playing.  When  Mr.  Hunt  came 
on  the  ground,  I  took  my  station 
about  15  yards  to  the  rear  of  the 
hustings,  until  Mr.  Hunt  got  upon 
them.  Immediately  after  this, 
there  was  some  confusion  in  that 
part  of  the  crowd  near  Mr.  Buxton’s 
house,  which  excited  my  attention, 
and  I  stepped  hack  a  few  yards  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
cause.  As  soon  as  I  was  in  a 
situation  to  see  Dickin son-street,  I 
observed  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
which  I  afterwards  understood  to 
be  the  88th,  turning  out  of  Cooper- 
street  round  the  corner  into 
Dickinson-street.  When  the  whole 
body  had  passed  the  corner,  they 
halted,  and  faced  fronting  the 
meeting  of  the  people.  Mr.  Hunt, 
seemingly  noticing  the  confusion 
which  prevailed  in  that  part  of  the 
meeting,  directed  the  people  to 
cheer,  and  I  heard  him  say  to  some 
persons  behind  him,  that  he  did  so 
to  rally  them.  He  then  went  on 
to  address  the  people,  and  continued 
speaking  for  a  few  minutes ;  when 
I  observed  the  Manchester  yeo¬ 
manry  cavalry  turning  the  corner 
of  the  garden-wall  of  Cooper’s 
cottage  into  Mount-street:  their 
appearance  caused  considerable 
agitation ;  after  a  lapse  of  a  few 
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moments  the  people  cheered ;  im¬ 
mediately  the  yeomanry  cheered 
also,  and  waved  their  swords  above 
their  heads.  I  moved,  during  this 
reciprocal  cheering,  to  the  front  of 
Mr.  Buxton’s  house,  and  to  within 
a  few  yards  of  the  left  flank  of  the 
yeomanry.  There  was  a  small 
mound  of  earth  just  opposite  Mr. 
Buxton’s  door,  and  upon  it  I  stood. 
At  this  time,  the  line  of  constables 
extending  towards  the  hustings 
was  drawn  back,  and  as  that  part 
of  the  meeting  had  been,  during 
the  whole  of  the  morning,  com¬ 
paratively  less  crowded  than  any 
other,  and  as  the  people  fell  back 
also  with  the  constables,  they  left 
an  open  space  of  perhaps  40  or  50 
yards  in  front  of  the  yeomanry 
troop,  and  towards  their  left  flank, 
so  as  to  resemble  a  wheel,  rather 
than  singly  retiring.  As  soon  as 
this  space  was  cleared,  I  heard  Mr. 
Birley  say  something,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  after,  the  yeomanry  pro¬ 
ceeded  towards  the  hustings.  The 
first  two  or  three  files  went  off  in 
order;  but  the  remainder  of  the 
troop  galloped  after  in  considerable 
confusion  :  the  speed  of  the  horses 
increased  as  they  went  through 
the  open  space,  until  they  got  to 
the  compact  part  of  the  crowd.  It 
seemed  to  me,  that,  soon  after  they 
entered  the  crowd,  they  assumed  a 
circular  appearance,  and  I  saw 
them  striking  the  people.  I  con¬ 
tinued  looking  on,  until  they  got 
up  to  the  hustings,  and  then  I  left 
the  ground  through  Low  er  Mosley- 
street,  and  met  the  Cheshire 
yeomanry.  I  then  wrent  home 
immediately.  Previously  to  the 
attack  of  the  meeting,  the  conduct 
of  the  people  wras  correct  in  a  most 
exemplary  degree.  I  saw  no  stones 
nor  sticks  thrown  at  that  meeting. 
I  saw  Mr.  Nadin  within  the 
cordon  of  constables  at  the  time. 


Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Starkie. 
— The  cordon  was  a  double  line. 
I  wrote  down  what  occurred  at 
the  time.  I  saw  several  parties 
come  into  town  in  beautiful  order ; 
they  walked  tolerably  well,  but  1 
saw  nothing  like  marching.  1 
have  walked  in  processions  at 
Manchester  in  the  same  way.  I 
have  been  drilled,  but  I  saw  no 
evidence  whatever  of  their  having 
been  drilled,  judging  from  their 
walking.  I  saw  flags,  and  a  black 
one  with  the  inscription — “  Equal 
Representation  or  Death.”  I  did 
not  note  the  inscriptions.  I  can 
swear  to  more  than  5  or  10  of  the 
yeomanry  striking.  I  think  20  or 
30  of  them,  on  the  outside  of  the 
circular  mass,  were  striking  the 
people.  My  reason  for  thinking 
that  two-thirds  of  the  meeting 
were  composed  of  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Manchester,  was  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  very  few  country 
people  attended  who  did  not  march 
in  procession.  I  believe,  those  who 
marched  in  procession,  might 
amount  to  between  15  and  20,000 
men.  I  have  not  been  active  in 
procuring  witnesses  in  the  case.  1 
have  had  several  conversations 
with  Mr.  Hayward,  the  attorney. 

Mr.  R.  Gregg. — I  am  a  mer¬ 
chant  at  Manchester.  I  was  in 
St.  Peter’s-field  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1819-  I  saw  the  yeo¬ 
manry  cavalry  advance ;  in  the 
course  of  their  passage  from  Bux¬ 
ton’s  house  to  the  hustings,  I  saw 
no  resistance  ofiered  to  them. 

Joseph  Barrett  examined  by  Mr. 
Evans. — I  reside  at  Newton-heath, 
and  am  a  manufacturer  there.  I 
employ  from  100  to  200  men.  I 
was  at  the  meeting  at  Manchester 
on  the  16th  of  August,  1819-  The 
meeting  was  perfectly  peaceable. 
I  saw  the  Manchester  yeomanry 
advance.  They  formed  in  front  of 
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Mr.  Buxton’s  house  ;  and,  after  a 
short  pause,  proceeded  towards  the 
hustings.  I  saw  them  surround 
the  hustings.  Meagher,  who  was 
the  leader  of  the  troop,  flourished 
his  sword.  I  think  he  struck  the 
people  with  the  flat  part  of  it 
Some  of  the  yeomanry  then  began 
to  cut  upon  the  hustings.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  the  cutting,  I  saw  no  re¬ 
sistance  offered  to  them.  After  the 
hustings  were  cleared,  I  saw  the 
cavalry  strike  at  the  people.  I 
saw  very  few  sticks  in  the  hands 
of  the  people.  Those  I  saw  were 
not  larger  than  ordinary  walking 
sticks. 

T.  W.  Sanderson  examined  by 
Mr.  Evans. — I  am  a  merchant, 
and  occasionally  reside  at  Man¬ 
chester,  where  I  have  houses  of 
business.  I  was  on  the  ground  on 
the  16th  of  August,  1 8 1 9,  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Hunt.  I  left 
the  place  immediately  after  he 
came.  From  what  I  was  able  to 
observe,  the  people  were  orderly 
and  quiet.  I  felt  no  alarm  for  my 
property. 

J.  M’Kenna  examined  by  Mr. 
Evans. — I  am  a  salesman  in  the 
house  of  Brimmer  and  Co.,  of 
Manchester.  I  was  at  the  meeting 
on  the  16th  of  August.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  the  meeting  was  perfectly 
peaceable.  I  felt  no  alarm.  I 
saw  the  yeomanry  cavalry  come 
on  the  ground,  advance  into  the 
body  of  the  people  at  a  brisk  rate, 
surround  the  hustings.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  I  observed  the 
flags  and  banners  falling  from  the 
hustings.  I  then  saw  the  swords 
of  the  yeomanry  moved  up  and 
down.  I  saw  no  resistance  what¬ 
ever  made  to  the  yeomanry.  Had 
stones  been  thrown  40  or  50  yards 
from  the  hustings,  I  believe  I 
must  have  seen  them.  I  saw  peo¬ 
ple  with  sticks  in  their  hands,  such 


as  country-people  walk  with.  1 
saw  no  wounded  persons  then,  but 
I  did  afterwards* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cross  objected  to1 
evidence,  which  related  to  persons 
who  were  said  to  have  been  found 
wounded,  but  whose  names  did  not 
appear  as  plaintiffs  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Evans  submitted,  that  this 
evidence  ought  to  be  received.  It 
went  to  prove  the  general  conduct 
pursued  on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.— This  is 
an  action  for  damages  against  par¬ 
ticular  persons,  and  you  must  not 
make  them  responsible  for  injury 
done  to  others.  It  is  for  you  to 
prove  that  they  injured  the  plain¬ 
tiff. 

The  witness  was  then  cross-ex* 
amined.—I  was  on  the  steps  of 
Mr.  Buxton’s  house.  I  did  not 
hear  the  riot-act  read  from  the 
window  of  the  house.  I  was  on 
the  steps  all  the  time. 

John  Hobson  deposed,  that  the 
meeting  was  peaceable,  and  that 
the  cavalry  cut  and  wounded  many 
persons :  £so  did  John  Hibbert.^ 

John  Lees. — I  was  stationed 
near  the  Windmill  public  house, 
not  more  than  10  yards  from  the 
hustings.  The  meeting  was  peace¬ 
able,  until  the  cavalry  came  on  the 
ground.  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
cutting  at  the  people,  and  I  felt  it 
too.  When  I  was  wounded,  I 
was  within  20  yards  of  the  hust¬ 
ings.  I  know  the  person  who 
wounded  me. 

Mr.  Evans. — Who  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cross  objected  to 
the  question. 

Mr.  Evans.— -I  submit  that  this 
is  good  evidence,  as  it  goes  to 
prove  that  various  illegal  acts,  of 
the  nature  of  that  by  which  the 
plaintiff  suffered,  were  committed 
by  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  thought  it 
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was  not  evidence  in  this  case, 
where  damages  were  sought  to  he 
obtained  for  a  specific  injury  in¬ 
flicted  on  a  particular  person. 

Examination  continued.  * —  I 
know  several  of  the  defendants 
who  were  present.  Captain  Birley 
was  present.  It  was  he  who 
wounded  me. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock. — You 
know,  sir,  you  ought  not  to  state 
that ;  the  learned  judge  told  you 
so. 

The  rev.  E.  Stanley.— I  am  the 
rector  of  Aldersley,  in  Cheshire, 
and  brother  of  sir  J.  T.  Stanley. 
On  the  l6th  of  August,  181<h  I 
had  business  with  Mr.  Buxton.  I 
live  between  15  and  19  miles  of 
Manchester.  I  entered  Mosley- 
street,  Manchester,  on  the  l6th  of 
August,  as  nearly  at  12  o’clock  as 
possible.  In  proceeding  up  Mosley- 
street  I  met  many  persons :  they 
were  walking  six  or  seven  abreast, 
and  they  were  arm  in  arm.  I  was 
on  horseback.  I  passed  through 
this  body  of  people  by  their  open¬ 
ing  to  give  me  way.  I  got  to  Mr. 
Buxton’s  house,  about  a  quarter 
after  one.  I  went  into  a  room, 
where  the  magistrates  were  assem¬ 
bled.  I  remained  there  about  8 
or  10  minutes.  During  the  time 
I  was  in  that  room,  Mr.  Hunt 
arrived  on  the  ground  in  a 
barouche,  accompanied  by  a  vast 
multitude.  The  populace  gave  a 
tremendous  shout,  when  he  ap¬ 
peared.  I  did  not  remain  in  the 
room  I  first  entered,  but  went 
into  the  room  above  it.  There 
were  several  other  persons  in  that 
room.  I  saw  the  Manchester  yeo¬ 
manry  come  to  the  ground.  They 
formed  with  their  left  flank  to  the 
right  of  the  line  of  constables.  The 
constables  extended  from  Mr.  Bux¬ 
ton’s  door,  up  to  the  hustings. 
Vol.  LXIV. 


There  were  two  lines  of  con¬ 
stables.  Near  Mr.  Buxton’s  house, 
and  until  the  constables  came  to 
the  mob,  the  interval  between  the 
two  lines  was  four  or  five  feet.  It 
was  contracted,  by  pressure,  when 
the  lines  got  among  the  people ; 
but  when  they  came  near  the 
hustings,  the  interval  appeared  to 
expand  a  little  again.  I  saw  the 
people  collected  round  the  hust¬ 
ings  in  a  very  large  mass.  I  be¬ 
lieve  almost  all  the  people  about 
the  hustings  had  their  hats  off.  I 
saw  banners  and  caps  of  liberty  on 
the  ground.  I  heard  Mr.  Hunt’s 
voice,  but  I  could  not  distinguish 
his  words.  In  two  or  three 
minutes  after  the  cavalry  formed 
in  front  of  Mr.  Buxton’s  house, 
they  advanced  towards  the  hust¬ 
ings.  They  were  in  an  irregular 
mass.  They  went  on  for  a  few 
paces  at  no  very  quick  rate ;  but 
they  soon  increased  their  pace,  till 
it  became  a  sort  of  rush  or  race 
amongst  them  all  towards  the 
hustings.  The  people  could  not 
disperse  instantly;  but  the  outward 
edge  of  the  meeting,  in  front  of 
the  hustings,  began  to  melt  away, 
as  it  were.  The  speed  of  the 
cavalry  was  diminished,  as  soon  as 
they  came  in  contact  with  the 
dense  mob ;  but  they  worked  their 
way  to  the  hustings.  I  watched 
the  advance  of  the  cavalry  towards 
the  hustings  attentively.  I  saw 
neither  sticks  nor  stones  used 
against  the  cavalry  in  their  ad¬ 
vance.  I  could  not  say,  that  I  saw 
the  cavalry  surround  the  hustings, 
but  I  saw  the  swords  moving  up 
and  down,  the  orators  overturned, 
and  the  mob  dispersed  rapidly. 
From  the  time  the  cavalry  started 
from  their  halt,  till  the  final  dis¬ 
persion  of  the  meeting,  was,  in  my 
judgment,  from  three  to  five 
2  B 
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minutes.  I  saw  other  troops  come 
on  the  field.  That  was  after  the 
mob  round  the  hustings  had  dis¬ 
persed  rapidly,  and,  I  think,  after 
Hunt  had  been  carried  off.  At  that 
time  the  Cheshire  yeomanry  came 
in,  and  formed  on  the  left  of 
Buxton’s  house.  They  took  up 
their  position  on  the  rear  of  the 
hustings.  Soon  after  the  Cheshire 
yeomanry  arrived,  a  troop  of  the 
15th  dragoons  came  in,  and  formed 
under  the  windows  of  Mr.  Bux¬ 
ton’s  house.  I  think  they  were 
the  15th  dragoons.  They  wore 
Waterloo  medals.  They  halted  or 
paused  for  a  moment  or  two.  At 
the  close  of  the  business,  I  saw 
some  artillery  driving  through  the 
place.  After  the  crowd  was  dis¬ 
persed,  the  yeomanry  cavalry  went 
to  every  part  of  the  field.  From 
my  situation  in  the  window,  I 
think>  if  any  sticks  or  stones  had 
been  flung  at  the  cavalry,  I  must 
have  seen  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Hullock— You  are  a  magistrate,  I 
understand  ?— I  am  not. 

Were  you  in  the  magistrates’ 
room  at  Mr.  Buxton’s  ?■ — I  was. 

Have  you  not  an  acquaintance 
with  two  or  three  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  were  there,  and  who  are  in 
the  commission  of  the  peace  for 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire?  —  I 
have. 

You  saw  from  a  back  window, 
in  the  room  above  stairs,  a  mes¬ 
senger  despatched  for  the  cavalry 
■ — or  you  were  told  that  a  mes¬ 
senger  was  so  despatched? — Yes. 

Did  it  occur  to  you  at  that  time, 
that  that  step  was  improper  or 
premature  ? 

I  saw  no  necessity  for  it. 

It  struck  you,  then,  as  an  un¬ 
necessary  act  ? — Certainly. 

Did  you  express,  at  the  time, 
the  opinion  you  held,  as  to  there 


being  no  necessity  for  the  cavalry  ? 
—I  did  not. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Markland  on 
this  occasion  ? — I  met  Mr.  Mark- 
land  after  the  affair.  I  overtook 
him  on  his  way  home. 

I  ask  you,  on  your  oath,  did  you 
not  express  to  him  your  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  magis¬ 
trates  ?—  I  answer,  that  I  do  not 
recollect  having  expressed  my  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  to  him. 

I  ask  you,  then,  sir,  whether 
you  recollect  the  impressions  under 
which  you  laboured,  when  you 
were  going  home  with  Mr.  Mark- 
land?— I  thought  it  then,  as  I 
think  it  now,  a  dreadful  occurrence, 
but  I  hoped  that  there  were 
grounds  for  it. 

Did  you  see  Hunt  with  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  in  his  train 
arrive  on  the  field  ? — I  did.  I  did 
not  hear  Mr.  Hunt  desire  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  give  three  cheers.  There 
were,  however,  loud  cheers  given 
by  the  people. 

But  his  words  excited  a  shout 
from  those  immediately  about  him, 
which  were  re-echoed  with  fearful 
animation  by  the  rest  of  the  mul¬ 
titude  ? — Those  are  the  very  words, 
which  I  myself  used  in  describing 
the  circumstance. 

What  proportion  of  the  people 
heard  Mr.  Hunt’s  words  ?  —  I 
should  guess,  that  no  body  could 
hear  beyond  ten  yards  from  the 
hustings. 

Did  Hunt  appear  to  you  to 
have  the  control  of  this  meeting, 
and  to  be  its  commander  in  chief  ? 
— -He  appeared  to  me  so. 

Now,  sir,  I  ask  you,  as  a  man  of 
character  and  as  a  clergyman,  and 
upon  your  oath,  was  not  the  public 
peace  of  Manchester  endangered 
by  a  mob,  having  Hunt  or  Carlile 
at  their  head  ?— . Hunt  and  Carlile 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


371 


are  dangerous  people,  and  any 
mob  under  tbeir  control  must  be 
dangerous. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Blackburne. 
-—When  you  say,  that  a  shout  was 
given  by  the  multitude  on  the 
yeomanry  advancing,  was  any 
other  shout  given? — >Yes,  there 
was  a  loud  cheer  set  up  by  the 
yeomanry,  the  special  constables, 
and  the  people  round  the  pave¬ 
ment  in  front  of  our  house. 

May  I  ask  you,  were  you  terri¬ 
fied  by  those  shouts  ?— Certainly 
not. 

Will  you  tell  me,  whether  you 
saw  or  heard  the  riot-act  read  ?— 
I  neither  heard  nor  saw  it  read. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock. — If  it 
were  read,  you  must  have  heard  or 
seen  it  ?— I  think  so. 

Mr.  Evans  then  asked  his  lord- 
ship,  whether  he  had  upon  his 
notes  that  the  witness  MfKenna, 
who  was  in  the  door-way  of  the 
house,  had  said,  that  he  had  neither 
heard  nor  seen  proclamation  made 
for  the  meeting  to  disperse  ? 

His  lordship  looked  at  his  notes, 
and  said  he  had;  then,  said  Mr. 
Blackburne,  this  is  my  case. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock  then  rose 
at  six  in  the  evening  to  state  the 
defendants’  case,  and  concluded  at 
half  past  8  o’clock;  when  the 
court  adjourned. 

April  6.  Third  Day. — The  first 
witness  called  for  the  defence,  was 
J .  Andrews. — I  was  one  of  the  two 
chief  constables  at  Manchester  on 
the  16th  of  August,  1819*  I  had 
frequent  occasion  to  be  alarmed 
before  the  16th  of  August.  The 
Manchester  district  was  in  a  very 
disordered  state  before  that  time  ; 
so  much  so,  as  to  cause  me  to  send 
my  wife  and  family  out  of  the  way 
a  month  before  the  16th  of  Aug. 
We  expected  a  public  meeting  on 
the  9th  of  August.  Many  placards 


were  posted  about  to  that  effect* 
My  apprehension  was  increased* 
when  I  found  that  Hunt  and 
Carlile  were  to  be  there,  and  to 
take  a  lead  at  the  meeting.  Hunt 
was  in  Manchester  before,  during 
the  year  I  was  in  office.  I  saw 
him  in  Manchester  before  the  l6th 
of  August.  The  town  was  generally 
more  disorderly,  when  he  made  his 
appearance.  I  lived  at  Hendom- 
hall,  about  two  miles  from  Man¬ 
chester.  On  the  nights  of  Satur¬ 
day,  the  1 4th  of  August,  and  Sun¬ 
day  the  15th,  I  was  awoke  by 
tremendous  shouting  in  the  public 
road.  My  house  is,  I  suppose,  150 
yards  from  the  public  road ;  I  got 
out  of  bed  and  went  to  the  road, 
placing  myself  in  my  plantation 
near  it ;  there  I  perceived  30  or  40 
people,  in  line,  on  the  foot-path. 

Mr.  Blackburne  objected  to  this 
evidence,  as  not  relating  to  the 
present  plaintiff  or  defendants. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd. — It  is  evi¬ 
dence.  One  of  the  pleas  charges 
a  conspiracy  and  drilling. 

Examination  resumed.— On  my 
arrival  at  the  plantation,  I  heard 
some  one  cry  out,  where  is  serjeant 
Robinson  ?  The  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  then  collected,  immediately 
marched  off  towards  a  place  called 
White-moss,  on  the  new  Rochdale 
and  Middleton  road,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  my  house.  I  saw 
another  division  of  the  same  num¬ 
ber  going  there,  halt  at  nearly  the 
same  place  as  the  former,  and  they 
immediately  gave  three  shouts. 
Straggling  parties  of  3,  4,  6,  8,  or 
10,  in  companies,  were  proceeding 
on  towards  the  same  place  for  some 
time.  I  remained  in  the  planta¬ 
tion  upwards  of  two  hours.  I 
then  went  home,  and  on  return 
saw  great  numbers  of  people  on 
Sunday  morning,  between  8  and 
10  o’clock ;  a  great  many  of  whom 
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were  drunk  and  disorderly.  The 
SO  or  40,  whom  I  saw  go  on,  re¬ 
turned  in  straggling  parties.  On 
my  going  to  church,  about  ten 
o’clock,  1  perceived  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  That  a  great  many 
lamps  were  broken.  I  commu¬ 
nicated  these  circumstances  to  the 
magistrates,  I  think,  on  Sunday. 
On  my  way  home  a  short  time 
before  the  l6*th  of  August,  I  saw 
above  20  men  drilling  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  road ;  I  saw  them  form  in  sec¬ 
tions,  and  then  advance  into  line  ; 
1  did  not  interfere  with  those  I 
saw,  because  I  was  alone ;  from  all 
1  know  of  the  state  of  the  county, 
I  considered  the  meeting  at  Man¬ 
chester  as  dangerous  to  the  coun¬ 
try.  I  was  at  the  Manchester 
meeting.  I  was  ordered  by  the 
magistrates,  in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Moore  and  the  Boroughreeve, 
to  form  a  line  of  special  constables 
from  the  magistrates’  house  to  the 
hustings ;  a  great  many  special 
constables  were  at  that  time  sworn 
in,  chiefly  householders.  We 
formed  a  double  line  of  perhaps 
SGO  householders ;  I  considered 
that  number  inadequate  to  the 
preservation  of  the  public  peace. 
The  line  extended  up  to  the  hust¬ 
ings  in  the  first  instance  ;  that  line 
was  placed,  in  order  that  we  might 
hear  the  orators,  and  communicate 
what  they  said  to  the  magistrates ; 
the  magistrates  were  assembled  at 
one  end  of  that  line,  at  Mr.  Bux¬ 
ton’s  house  ;  previously  to  that,  the 
magistrates  held  their  meetings  at 
the  Star  inn.  I  saw  the  hustings 
removed  and  the  constables  sepa¬ 
rated  from  it,  further  off  from  the 
magistrates,  I  suppose  six  or  eight 
yards  ;  the  intermediate  space  was 
occupied  by  the  people  who  had  as¬ 
sembled,  and  the  communication 
was  cut  off.  The  hustings  on  that 
side  were  not  then  accessible.  I 


am  not  aware  of  any  attempt  being 
made  to  re-open  the  communica¬ 
tion  ;  the  communication  was 
rapidly  cut  off  a  little  after  twelve. 
I  saw  great  numbers  arrive  on  the 
field,  with  drums  heating,  colours 
flying,  and  with  caps  of  liberty  and 
other  emblems;  the  people  took 
their  stations  in  regular  order ;  I 
saw  the  divisions  from  Lees  and 
Mosely  particularly  take  their 
posts.  They  marched  upon  the 
ground  with  sticks  on  their  left 
shoulder.  The  sticks  were  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sizes ;  some  not  as  if  neces¬ 
sary  for  walking ;  generally  they 
were  larger,  than  are  used  for  that 
purpose.  For  some  time  previously 
to  the  l6th  of  August  I  was 
wholly  employed  about  the  ap¬ 
proaching  meeting ;  a  committee  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  was  form¬ 
ed  to  assist  us;  they  met  frequently; 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  their  assist¬ 
ance,  we  could -not  have  gotten 
through  our  business ;  I  received 
an  order  from  the  magistrates  to 
get  two  messengers  on  horseback 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  any 
orders  they  might  give ;  I  was 
desired  to  execute  a  warrant  by 
Mr.  Hulton.  I  said  it  would  be 
impracticable,  knowing  the  dis¬ 
ordered  state  of  the  country ;  I  had 
frequently  been  insulted,  and  I  stat¬ 
ed,  that  1  could  not  execute  the  war¬ 
rant  without  military  assistance. 
Such  assistance  was  sent  for.  Mr. 
Hulton  sent  a  letter  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  yeomanry,  and 
another  to  the  15th  hussars.  Mr. 
T.  Withington  took  one,  and  Mr. 
J.  Birley  the  other.  The  yeo¬ 
manry  came  first,  and  I  went  up 
to  the  then  captain,  now  major 
Birley,  and  stated  to  him,  that  we 
had  a  warrant  to  take  the  orators 
from  the  stage.  He  joined  me,  I 
going  before  him.  Mr.  Moore  and 
Mr.  Nadia,  I  think,  accompanied 
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me.  I  kept  in  advance  of  the  yeo¬ 
manry,,  as  long  as  I  could,  I  be¬ 
lieve  myself  and  the  other  peace 
officers  walked.  The  interruption 
of  the  people  prevented  my  keep¬ 
ing  in  advance  the  whole  way ; 
and  I  kept  as  close  as  I  could. 
Hunt  and  Johnson  were  then 
taken  into  custody ;  I  took  Johnson 
to  the  magistrates’  room.  Messrs. 
Ethels  ton,  Hay.,  Norris,  Sylvester, 
and  Wright  were  present  at  the 
meeting  of  justices  ;  when  the  war¬ 
rant  I  have  spoken  of  was  issued : 
it  is  dated  the  l6th  of  August, 
1819- — [[The  warrant  was  readbv 
the  officer  of  the  court,  and  stated, 
on  the  oath  of  William  Owen,  that 
Hunt  and  others  had  just  then  ar¬ 
rived,  and  that  great  alarm  was  ex¬ 
cited  by  their  presence ;  and  it 
finally  required  the  arrest  of  these 
parties.] 

Isaac  Dobson  examined. — -I  live 
at  Bolton  and  am  a  machine- 
maker.  I  remember  going  to 
Cockey-moor  before  the  1 6th  of 
August.  One  person  went  there 
with  me  ;  we  went  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Whitehead,  it  was  on  the  7th 
of  August,  we  arrived  about  six  in 
the  evening.  I  saw  several  per¬ 
sons  at  a  distance,  perhaps  150  or 
200 :  numbers  were  coming  in 
various  directions,  and  then  form¬ 
ed  into  a  body,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  some  time.  After  that, 
they  divided  into  separate  bodies 
and  formed  different  lines ;  they 
then  began  to  march  in  different 
directions.  I  heard  many  words 
of  command  given,  such  as  “  march,” 
“  halt,”  “  right  about  face,”  “  stand 
at  ease,”  and  such  words  as  are 
generally  used  by  soldiers  when 
drilling  recruits.  The  people 
obeyed  these  Avords  very  correctly  ; 
they  continued  there  till  near  ten 
o’clock. 


Robert  Dean  examined. — I  am 
in  the  army  on  half  pay ;  I  went 
to  Mr.  Whitehead’s  house  on 
the  7th  of  August,  A  moor  ad¬ 
joins  Mr.  W.’s  house  ;  at  half  past 
five,  people  were  mustering,  per¬ 
haps,  altogether,  there  were  from 
2  to  300.  They  were  drilling  in 
squads,  of  which  there  were  from 
six  to  eight.  There  was  a  person 
commanding  each  of  those  divi¬ 
sions  ;  soldiers  are  drilled  as  these 
people  were.  I  heard  words  of 
command  given,  such  as  “  atten¬ 
tion.”  u  stand  at  ease,”  “  halt,”  and 
another  word,  which  I  could  not 
hear,  but  at  which  they  all  fell 
flat  on  their  faces.  They  remained 
in  that  position  for  a  few  seconds  ; 
the  word  was  given,  and  they  rose 
again  in  regular  order ;  I  cannot 
explain  the  meaning  of  that 
manoeuvre.  They  remained  to¬ 
gether,  till  I  could  see  them  no 
longer :  then  I  heard  them. 

John  Tetlow  examined.— -I  live 
at  Staple-hill,  and  am  a  weaver. 
Tendle-hills  is  half  a  mile  from 
my  residence.  I  remember  the 
Manchester  meeting;  I  also  re¬ 
member  before  that,  when  drilling 
and  training  was  going  on.  I  was 
five  or  six  times  at  Tendle-hills, 
always  on  a  Sunday  morning,  be¬ 
tween  five  and  six  o’clock.  Tendle- 
hills  are  enclosed  lands,  and  5  or 
600  persons  were  assembled  there  ; 
sometimes  the  number  was  less. 
They  were  marching  in  different 
parties  of  20  or  30  each ;  orders 
were  given  to  them,  which  they 
obeyed.  I  know  the  persons,  by 
whom  such  orders  were  given. 
The  different  parties  were  all 
drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  one  man, 
Samuel  Bamford  gave  the  word  — 
when  he  gave  the  word,  they  all 
moved.  At  the  word  “  march,” 
they  marched,  and  when  they 
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stopped,  they  did  so,  at  the  word 
“  halt.”  Thomas  Redford  was 
marching  along  with  the  others  in 
the  line  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken ;  he  was  also  in  the  sub¬ 
division  ;  he  obeyed  the  word  of 
command  like  the  others,  and  I  am 
sure  I  saw  him  on  the  1st  and  8th 
of  August.  Curiosity  led  me  to 
Tendle-hills. 

A.  Milne,  examined. — I  am  a 
manufacturer,  living  at  Crompton, 
near  Oldham.  On  the  morning  of 
the  8th  of  August,  I  was  at  Tendle- 
hills,  about  four  o’clock.  There  I 
saw  a  great  many  people  in  the  act 
of  training  or  drilling — perhaps  to 
the  number  of  8,000.  This  was 
on  a  Sunday  morning.  They  were 
in  several  bodies,  each  marching 
and  obeying  the  word  of  command, 
exactly  like  soldiers ;  I  thought 
there  were  from  50  to  70  in  each 
company  *  I  saw  the  companies 
united  into  one  body  at  the  road 
side,  on  the  way  to  Middleton; 
they  were  formed  in  one  straight 
line,  four  deep ;  I  passed  down  the 
front  of  two  or  three  of  the  com¬ 
panies,  till  they  threatened  to 
knock  me  down  ;  they  afterwards 
passed  me  in  column;  I  heard 
many  words  of  command  given — 
te  march,”  “  quick  step,”  “  halt,” 
and  most  of  the  words  used  by 
soldiers;  when  the  word  “ fire” 
was  given,  they  clapped  their 
hands  ;  I  remained  on  the  hill  for 
two  hours ;  I  went  again  on  the 
15th  of  August  about  the  same 
hour,  and  found  the  same  opera¬ 
tions  going  on,  but  not  so  many  per¬ 
sons  assembled ;  a  bugle  was  used 
on  the  morning  of  the  8  th,  at  the 
sound  of  which  people  half  a  mile 
asunder  came  together ;  having 
been  in  the  local  militia,  I  know 
the  manoeuvres  practised  there 
were  military. 


Cross-examined. — They  marched 
along  the  highway. 

James  Heap’s  evidence  was  to 
the  same  effect. 

E.  Pilling. — I  was  at  the  Brow- 
field,  adjoining  Rochdale  church¬ 
yard,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
of  August.  I  went  there  by  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Crosby,  the  ma¬ 
gistrate,  between  two  and  three  in 
the  morning;  at  that  time  only 
three  or  four  had  assembled,  but 
afterwards  I  saw  several  parties  of 
eight  or  ten  each  arrive;  they  were 
going  to  the  Tendle  hills  ;  one  man 
asked  me,  if  I’d  go  with  them  to 
get  a  big  loaf  or  a  little  one. 

Mr.  Evans  objected  to  this  evi¬ 
dence. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd.— I  am 
bound  to  receive  all  evidence  tend¬ 
ing  to  show  the  object  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  which  is  now  in  issue. 

Examination  resumed. — A  body 
of  about  fifty  were  looking  on. 
They  asked  me  if  I  would  join 
them.  Soon  after  the  Royton 
party  came  up,  when  they  said  I 
was  a  fool  for  considering  whether 
I  would  do  so,  and  then  left  me. 
They  said  they  would  have  a  re¬ 
form  of  parliament,  go  up  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  would  use  the  property  of 
any  one  on  the  road,  as  they  went 
up  to  London.  I  declined  joining 
them.  They  also  said,  when  they 
took  their  work  to  Manchester, 
that  they  bought  arms  to  defend 
themselves.  In  the  Royton  divi¬ 
sion  there  might  have  been  2  or 
300.  The  Middleton  party  arrived 
after,  and  altogether  their  number 
might  be  6  or  700 ;  when  at 
Tendle-hills,  they  all  formed  in  a 
line,  and  then  wheeled  back  in 
sections ;  they  appeared  to  under¬ 
stand  military  trainings;  at  the 
word  <c  fire”  they  clapped  hands ; 
different  persons  commanded,  and 
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the  exercise  continued  from  six  in 
the  morning  until  eight;  I  was 
there  on  the  1  st  and  8th  of  August, 
when  the  same  things  were  done 
as  I  have  now  described  ;  I  know 
T.  Redford  the  plaintiff,  he  was 
present  on  the  three  occasions  I 
have  mentioned. 

James  Murray  examined.  —  I 
live  at  Withy-grove,  Manchester  ; 
I  left  there  in  company  with.  John 
Shawcross  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  of  August,  for  White-moss, 
and  I  arrived  about  three  in  the 
morning ;  I  heard  a  continual 
shout  on  the  road ;  when  near  the 
White-moss  I  saw  several  persons 
together,  it  was  just  break  of  day, 
the  number  so  collected  might  be 
from  6  to  800  ;  we  went  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  noise — Shawcross 
being  in  my  company ;  they  ap¬ 
peared  from  their  contiguity  to  be 
all  one  body,  but  they  still  were  in 
separate  bodies ;  they  were  drilling; 
I  heard  them  say,  “wheel,”  “halt,” 
“  march,”  and  every  other  word 
used  at  drill,  exactly  as  if  they  were 
drilling  recruits ;  they  soon  after 
began  to  halt  the  squads  and  shout 
out  “  spies,”  when  I  retreated ; 
“  spies  and  constables”  were  called 
out  by  many  persons ;  very  nearly 
TOO  persons  moved  after  me,  as  I 
was  walking  away  ;  some  of  them 
ran,  and  some  only  walked;  several 
voices  from  the  main  body  which 
did  not  move,  called  out  “  kill 
them” — •“  damn  them” — “  murder 
them.”  I  was  overtaken  by  those 
who  followed  me,  to  the  number 
of  from  thirty  to  fifty  ;  when  they 
got  to  me  they  threw  stones 
and  clods  at  me ;  those  who  had 
sticks  surrounded  me,  used  their 
sticks  by  beating  me,  and  those 
who  had  none  beat  me  with  their 
fists  and  lucked  me ;  the  blows 
were  very  impartially  dealt  out ;  I 
had  them  all  over  me  ;  I  made  as 


much  outcry  as  I  could,  and  while 
doing  so  I  heard  some  of  them  ask, 
“  Must  we  kill  him  out  and  out, 
and  put  him  in  a  pit,  or  shall  he 
be  let  go?”  One  man  said— “  I 
think  he  has  enough,”  and  then 
they  ceased  attacking  me.  They 
gathered  together,  when  one 
stepped  out  from  amongst  the 
body  and  said — “  Will  you  go 
down  on  your  knees  and  swear 
never  to  be  a  king's  man  again, 
nor  own  the  name  of  a  king — nor 
constabling  ?”  I  consented,  to 
save  my  life.  They  surrounded 
me  with  their  sticks,  and  one  came 
forward  to  tell  me  what  I  had  to 
say.  I  repeated  the  words  after 
him.  “  You  swear  never  to  be  a 
lung’s  man  again,  nor  own  the 
name  of  a  king,  nor  ever  be  con- 
stabling.”  During  this  time  I  was 
on  my  knees.  Afterwards  1  went 
to  Middleton,  from  which  I  was 
distant  about  half  a  mile.  I  could 
not  get  to  Manchester  without  a 
chaise,  into  which  I  was  unable  of 
myself  to  enter.  I  was  confined 
to  my  bed  the  ensuing  Monday. 
I  heard  the  sound  of  bugles  and 
drums,  and  I  began  to  feel  great 
alarm. — I  was  carried  towards  my 
window  to  enable  me  to  look  out 
at  a  number  of  people  who  were 
passing  by ;  one  man  cried  out 
“  halt,”  the  bugle  sounded  and 
they  halted.  The  leaders  were 
about  eight  or  ten  abreast.  As 
they  marched  forward,  they  hissed 
and  pointed  at  my  house.  I  should 
think  there  were  from  eight  to  ten 
thousand.  This  was  between  1 1 
and  12  o’clock.  They  had  banners, 
one  at  the  head  of  each  division. 
Many  of  them  had  sticks,  and 
walked  with  them.  In  about  an 
hour  after,  I  was  again  carried  to 
the  window ;  the  street  was  as  full 
as  it  could  be  crowded,  with  a 
band,  preceding  an  open  carriage. 
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in  which  Mr.  Hunt  was  seated, 
together  with  Johnson  and  a  young 
woman  smartly  dressed.  They 
went  as  slowly  as  they  could; 
Hunt  and  Johnson  looked  up  at 
the  windows  of  the  house ;  and 
the  others  hissed  and  groaned  tre¬ 
mendously.  They  next  cheered, 
as  they  pointed  to  Mr.  Hunt,  and 
then  they  hissed  at  me  again.  I 
think  they  considered  Mr.  Hunt  as 
their  deliverer,  but  he  gave  no 
command  or  directions  by  my 
house. 

It.  Kymar  examined. — I  reside 
near  Failsworth,  and  am  lieut.- 
colonel  of  the  local  militia  ;  I  had 
observed  trainings  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood  prior  to  the  l6th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  I  saw  no  difference  in  their 
mode  of  drilling  and  that  of  my 
regiment ;  I  saw  the  same  move¬ 
ments  as  in  my  own  regiment ;  I 
could  walk  out  of  an  evening,  and 
hear  the  words  of  command  from 
different  directions.  The  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  much  disturbed;  I 
went  to  White-moss  on  the  day  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting  at  Manchester  ; 
when  I  got  there,  Mr.  Murray  had 
received  his  beating ;  I  was  threat¬ 
ened  a  little.  As  a  military  man, 
I  compute  the  numbers  assembled 
to  be  2,000.  I  counted  them  in 
line;  I  saw  150  who  had  been 
under  my  command ;  several  of 
them  spoke  to  me.  As  they  passed 
by  divisions,  they  addressed  me, 
saying,  “  Colonel,  we  can  march 
well  yet,  we  shall  teach  you  by- 
and-by.”  Several  of  them  told  me, 
that  twenty  thousand  of  them  were 
to  meet  Mr.  Hunt  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  ;  I  saw  bodies  of  the  people  in 
motion,  going  towards  the  town. 
They  were  attached  to  the  Oldham 
/and  Failsworth  divisions.  I  saw 
their  banners;  it  was  the  party 
•who  carried  the  black  flag.  I  af¬ 
terwards  proceeded  to  the  meet¬ 


ing;  I  got  near  the  hustings;  I 
saw  many  of  the  people,  whom  I 
recognized  at  White-moss;  I  got 
near  the  hustings  a  little  after  12. 
The  people  appeared  to  me  to  be 
very  close  together,  and  their  arms 
locked ;  they  appeared  to  be  nine 
or  ten  deep.  I  could  not  get 
through  them  ;  they  were  between 
me  and  the  hustings ;  there  was 
some  wprd  given  from  the  hustings, 
that  they  were  to  stand  fast,  and 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  broken 
in.  I  considered  the  town  to  be 
in  great  danger.  As  soon  as  I  saw 
the  cavalry,  I  immediately  left  the 
ground.  I  saw  a  brick  thrown, 
near  the  Jerusalem  Chapel,  in 
Peter’s-street ;  it  struck  one  of  the 
yeomanry,  who  fell  to  the  ground ; 
I  saw  a  pistol  fired  out  of  an  upper 
room,  near  the  same  spot.  After 
the  ground  was  cleared,  I  saw  a 
great  number  of  sticks  and  stones. 

John  Chadwick,  John  Hay¬ 
wood  and  John  Shaw  cross  also 
deposed  as  to  what  passed  at 
White-moss,  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  of  August. 

James  Heath. — I  live  at  Cheet- 
ham  Hill,  near  Manchester ;  I  re¬ 
member  people  coming  past  my 
house  on  the  l6th  of  August ; 
they  amounted  to  from  3,000 
to  4,000 ;  they  were  in  different 
parties.  After  the  principal  body 
had  passed,  I  went  to  the  gate ; 
several  small  parties  passed  after  I 
got  to  the  gate ;  while  I  was 
standing  at  the  gate,  one  of  three 
persons,  who  were  passing,  said — 
“  you  will  not  sleep  in  that  house 
to-night I  felt  alarmed  for  what 
might  happen  at  Manchester ;  I 
know  that  alarm  was  also  felt  by 
my  neighbours. 

Mr.  Blackburne. — Surely,  my 
lord,  we  cannot  receive  as  evidence 
what  the  witness  heard  from  his 
neighbours. 
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Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  decided, 
that  the  alarm  created  in  the 
neighbourhood  could  very  properly 
be  received  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Blackburne. — My  lord,  I 
take  the  objection,  and  your  lord- 
ship  rules  against  me ;  that  is 
enough  for  me. 

They  expressed  their  alarm  the 
night  before ;  one  person,  Mr. 
Riding,  expressed  his  alarm ;  no¬ 
body  else  expressed  any  alarm. 

Cross-examined.— There  was  a 
woman  in  the  house,  but  she  ex¬ 
pressed  no  alarm  to  me ;  my  wife 
felt  alarm. 

Mr.  Evans. — Can  you  swear, 
whether  the  parties  were  in  earnest 
in  what  they  said  to  you  ? — Wit¬ 
ness,  I  cannot. 

D.  J.  Smith,  D.D.  examined. — . 
I  am  the  head  master  of  the 
grammar  school  at  Manchester  ;  I 
was  in  Manchester  on  the  l6th  of 
August ;  I  took  certain  precau¬ 
tions  on  that  day  ;  I  dismissed  the 
boys  from  the  school,  collected  my 
own  boarders  into  my  premises, 
locked  both  the  doors  leading  to  the 
street,  and  closed  the  shutters  in 
front ;  I  was  induced  to  take  those 
precautions  from  the  great  influx 
of  strangers  to  the  town ;  after  I 
had  secured  my  own  premises,  I 
went  out  to  ascertain  what  was 
passing;  my  reason  for  sending 
the  boys  home  was  a  fear  of  serious 
consequences  from  the  influx  of 
strangers,  and  the  meeting  which 
was  to  be  held.  I  went  to  the 
house  of  the  steward  of  the  school, 
next  to  the  Star  inn,  where  the 
magistrates  are  accustomed  to 
meet ;  I  was  going  home  again, 
when  I  saw  the  party  conducting 
Hunt  to  St.  Peter’s-field ;  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  go  home,  so 
I  turned  back ;  I  went  into  a 
room  on  the  first  floor,  and  from 
the  window  I  saw  the  whole  party 


conducting  Hunt,  he  being  in  an 
open  carriage  with  others ;  they 
stopped  opposite  the  Star,  shouted, 
groaned,  and  hissed  ;  after  a  time 
they  proceeded  to  the  end  of  Back 
King-street,  which  leads  to  the 
Police  office,  that  is  about  100 
yards  beyond  the  Star  ;  there  they 
stopped  and  shouted,  groaned,  and 
hissed  again ;  there  also  their  at¬ 
tention  was  directed  towards  the 
Police  office.  On  seeing  this  body, 
my  fears  were  much  increased; 
other  people  seemed  to  feel  the 
same  alarm  ;  I  infer  this  from  the 
conversation  which  I  had  with 
many  of  my  neighbours. 

Cross-examined. — I  don’t  know 
how  many  boarders  I  had ;  I 
think  I  sent  the  boys  home  about 
ten  o’clock ;  there  were  from  50 
to  6 0  boys  sent  home  ;  they  went 
by  themselves — they  were  of  all 
ages. 

J.  Barlin  examined. — I  am  an 
innkeeper,  residing  in  Dean’s-gate. 
I  lived  there  on  the  l6th  of  Au¬ 
gust  ;  I  remember  seeing  a  party 
in  which  Mr.  Hunt  was ;  he  was 
in  an  open  carriage ;  I  saw  them 
stop  opposite  the  Police  office. 
When  the  carriage  stopped,  those 
within  and  about  it  turned  their 
faces  towards  the  office,  and  shout¬ 
ed,  hissed  and  groaned  ;  they  had 
flags  and  banners,  one  was  a  black 
one,  with  the  words,  “  Equal  Re¬ 
presentation  or  Death  I  am  not 
positive  whether  those  who  were 
in  the  carriage  shouted.  There 
was  a  large  party  ;  they  walked  in 
columns ;  a  great  many  of  them 
had  sticks ;  they  were  in  general 
very  large  sticks ;  some  walked 
with  them,  and  some  carried  them 
up  to  their  shoulder  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  firelock.  I  became  so 
alarmed  that  I  closed  the  doors  and 
windows,  and  burned  candles  in 
the  rooms;  I  know  that  some  of 
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my  neighbours  felt  alarm;  I  closed 
my  doors,  because  I  thought  we 
should  have  a  disturbance,  which 
would  put  my  property  in  danger. 

Cross-examined. — I  never  saw 
the  shutters  closed  in  the  day-time 
before.  My  property  on  that  day 
was  my  all. 

Mr.  Evans. — What  property  had 
you  on  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  said,  the 
witness  was  not  bound  to  state  the 
amount  of  his  property. 

Mr.  Evans. — Well,  my  lord,  I 
am  satisfied. 

Mr.  Wm.  Gould  examined. — I 
am  and  was  a  merchant,  and  had  a 
warehouse  at  Manchester  on  the 
l6th  of  August ;  I  certainly  ap¬ 
prehended  great  danger  to  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  town,  as 
well  as  to  my  own  property ;  we 
ordered  the  shutters  of  our  ware¬ 
house  to  be  closed,  and  the  doors 
ready  to  be  barricadoed  at  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  notice ;  I  believe  several  of 
my  neighbours  did  the  same;  I 
know  of  some  who  shut  up  their 
warehouses. 

E.  Simpson  examined. — I  am  a 
hatter  in  Dean’s-gate;  I  remem¬ 
ber  great  crowds  of  persons  passing 
my  house  on  the  l6th;  from  the 
number  and  manner  of  the  people 
I  felt  much  alarmed. 

T.  Sty  an  examined. — 1  was  a 
gunsmith  in  Market-street,  Man¬ 
chester,  on  the  l6th  of  August.  I 
shut  my  shop,  both  doors  and  win¬ 
dows,  at  eleven  o’clock ;  I  had  a 
great  quantity  of  fire-arms  and 
gun-powder  in  my  shop;  I  kept 
my  shop  closed  until  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon ;  I  did  so 
because  I  was  afraid  the  people 
would  come  in  and  take  the  fire¬ 
arms  ;  my  family  were  also  afraid. 

Mr.  Ollivant  examined. — I  am 
a  partner  in  a  house  at  Manchester. 
Our  shop  did  not  continue  open 


during  the  whole  of  the  1 6'th ;  we 
began  to  close  the  windows  about 
eleven  o’clock;  we  were  induced 
to  do  so  for  the  protection  of  our 
property.  The  meeting  certainly 
was  a  check  to  business ;  we  kept 
our  windows  closed,  until  about 
three  o’clock.  I  should  think,  from 
what  I  saw,  that  there  was  reason 
to  apprehend  danger  to  the  town 
of  Manchester. 

Mr.  T.  Holdstock  examined.— -I 
was  book-keeper  to  the  house  of 
Fielding  and  Co.,  calico-printers, 
in  Cannon-street  Buildings,  on  the 
1 6th  of  August ;  they  had  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  well-stocked  ware¬ 
house  at  the  time ;  the  street  con¬ 
sists  entirely  of  warehouses.  Mr. 
Fielding  had  been  out  on  the  road 
to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  on 
his  return  he  said  the  people  were 
coming  in  great  numbers,  and  he 
ordered  the  warehouse  to  be  closed; 
the  public  peace  certainly  was  not 
in  safety  on  that  day. 

At  6  o’clock,  Mr.  Justice  Hol¬ 
royd  adjourned  the  court  until 
Monday  morning  at  eight  o’clock. 

April  8.  Fourth  Day — Mr.  John 
Moore,  one  of  the  two  constables 
of  Manchester  in  18 Iff,  after  re¬ 
lating  what  happened  at  and  after 
the  visit  of  Mr.  Hunt  to  Man¬ 
chester,  in  January,  18 Iff  deposed 
to  the  following  effect : — 

I  was  engaged  with  the  special 
constables  on  the  l6th :  their  num¬ 
bers  amounted  to  about  300  or 
400.  The  magistrates  met  at  Mr. 
Buxton’s  that  day  about  eleven. 
There  was  a  cart  on  the  field, 
which  was  intended  for  a  hustings, 
and  the  magistrates  desired  us  to 
keep  the  communication  up  be¬ 
tween  it  and  them.  To  effect  that 
object,  we  formed  a  double  line 
with  about  two  yards  between 
them,  directly  up  to  the  cart.  The 
communication,  was,  however,  in- 
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terrupted,  I  requested  the  people 
to  give  way,,  but  they  did  not, 
though  I  held  up  my  staff  of  office, 
and  they  knew  who  I  was.  I  re¬ 
member  Mr.  Hunt’s  arrival  on  the 
ground.  He  was  received  with  tre¬ 
mendous  shouting.  The  people 
gave  way  before  the  car  in  which 
he  was  carried  up  to  the  hustings. 
The  acclamations  continued  during 
the  whole  of  his  approach  to  them.  A 
great  many  colours  and  banners  were 
then  displayed  near  the  hustings. 
Very  shortly  after,  I  was  sent  for 
into  the  magistrate’s  room.  I  then 
found  a  warrant  had  been  issued. 
At  that  time  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Nadin,  the  deputy  con¬ 
stable.  Mr.  Hulton,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  magistrates, 
took  it  from  Mr.  Nadin  and  gave 
it  to  me.  This  (looking  at  a  paper 
put  into  his  hands)  is  the  warrant  I 
received  from  Mr.  Hulton.  I  was 
told,  that  it  was  a  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  certain  persons, 
whose  names  were  therein  men¬ 
tioned.  I  then  left  the  room.  In 
my  judgment,  it  would  have  been 
impracticable  to  have  executed  the 
warrant  without  the  aid  of  the 
military.  We  went  down  stairs  ; 
the  boroughreeve  mounted  his 
horse,  and  placed  himself  on  the 
left  of  the  yeomanry,  who  at  that 
time  had  come  up.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  corps  was 
major  Trafford,  and  I  believe 
he  was  with  that  troop.  I  re¬ 
quested  the  boroughreeve  to  dis¬ 
mount,  because  I  was  afraid,  that 
we  could  not  keep  up  with  him  on 
horseback.  He  dismounted  in  con¬ 
sequence.  We  then  moved  on. 
When  we  came  near  the  hustings, 
in  consequence  of  the  extending  of 
the  cavalry  outwards,  there  was  a 
great  pressure  of  the  crowd  ;  and 
I  was  thrown  down  by  it,  and  re- 
'  mained  so  for  a  short  time.  Up 
:  to  that  time,  I  did  not  see  any  of 


the  cavalry  strike  the  people.  If 
any  thing  of  that  kind  had  taken 
place  near  me,  I  must  have  seen 
it.  During  that  time  the  warrant 
was  in  Nadin’s  custody.  I  was 
thrown  down  a  second  time  by  one 
of  the  15th  dragoons;  but  at  that 
time  the  warrant  was  executed. 
From  what  I  saw  that  morning, 
and  from  what  I  knew  before,  I 
conceive  that  Manchester  that 
morning  was  in  very  imminent 
danger.  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  state  of  the  town  that 
morning,  from  being  engaged  on 
the  field. 

Cross-examined.— -I  am  in  no 
trade.  I  am  a  gentleman.  At 
that  time  I  lived  in  Manchester,  but 
I  do  not  now.  On  the  16th  of 
August,  I  went  on  to  the  ground 
about  11  o’clock;  at  that  time 
there  was  only  one  cart :  there 
were  afterwards  two.  I  cannot 
recollect,  whether  the  second  cart 
formed  the  interruption  I  spoke  of. 
1  followed  Nadin  in  the  execution 
of  the  warrant.  I  will  not  swear 
that  Nadin  had  not  drawn  up  all 
the  special  constables  to  Buxton’s 
house.  When  I  rose  after  the  first 
time,  I  was  knocked  down ;  I  did 
not  see  much  of  what  was  going 
forwards.  Between  my  first  fall 
and  my  second,  I  was  scarcely 
ever  on  my  legs.  When  I  first 
fell,  I  was  about  20  yards  from 
the  hustings.  Captain  Birley,  I 
believe,  led  up  the  yeomanry.  Mr. 
Withington  I  believe  was  there. 
Mr.  Oliver  I  do  not  know. 
Meagher  was  also  there. 

Mr.  J.  Nadin. — I  was  the  de¬ 
puty  constable  at  Manchester,  when 
these  transactions  occurred.  I  was 
so  for  20  years.  I  have  retired 
from  the  situation  I  then  held,  but 
I  am  a  constable  still.  I  was  at 
the  meeting  of  the  1 6th  of  August. 
The  body  of  special  constables 
were  first  assembled  in  St.  James’s. 
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Square,  There  were  three  or  four 
hundred  of  them,  more  or  less. 
They  were  afterwards  stationed  in 
the  field  in  a  double  line,  up  and 
down  which  I  frequently  moved, 
until  Hunt  came.  There  were 
only  a  few  persons  between  the 
hustings  and  the  line,  till  the 
black  flag  came :  then  there  was  a 
considerable  rush,  and  the  con¬ 
stables  were  separated  a  good  way 
from  the  hustings.  I  observed 
that  the  persons  were  linked  toge¬ 
ther  before  the  black  flag  came ; 
but  they  linked  together  more 
after  it  came.  Two  or  three  per¬ 
sons  were  poorly,  and  I  saw  them 
unlink  to  let  those  persons  out. 
Previously  to  going  with  the  war¬ 
rant,  I  saw  a  man  with  a  roll  of 
papers,  whom  I  had  seen  before  at 
meetings,  and  whom  I  had  seen 
at  the  theatre  the  night  that 
Hunt  was  expected  there.  When 
I  was  in  the  line  of  constables, 
and  before  I  got  the  warrant,  the 
reformers  came  to  look  at  us ;  they 
said,  “  That’s  Joseph.”  Others 
said,  “  He’s  a  great  guts,  and  he 
has  more  meal  in  his  belly  than  we 
have.”  Another  set  said,  “  This 
is  the  black  mob alluding,  I 
suppose  to  the  constables.  Ano¬ 
ther  said,  “  They’ve  very  good 
coats  on  their  backs ;  better 
than  we  have.”  When  the  man 
I  have  described  with  the  roll 
of  papers  went  into  the  mob,  they 
unlinked.  That  admitted  him  to 
the  front  of  the  hustings.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  follow  him  several 
paces.  Somebody  then  said,  “  A 
spy  !”  As  soon  as  the  word  “  spy” 
was  heard,  they  stopped  him,  and 
he  went  no  further.  Some  one 
then  said  “  It’s  Joseph.”  It  was 
repeated  further  down,  and  then 
some  one  said  “  Knock  him  down, 
and  keep  him  down,”  or  “  put  him 
down  and  keep  him  down.”  I 
then  went  back  again.  1  observed 


several  with  sticks,  and  some  large 
ones,  as  they  marched  on  to  the 
ground.  From  all  that  I  had  ob¬ 
served  among  the  multitude  before 
I  received  the  warrant,  I  deemed 
it  impracticable  to  execute  the 
warrant  without  military  aid.  I 
durst  not  have  executed  it  with¬ 
out  the  military,  from  the  reception 
I  had  met  with  a  few  days  before, 
but  not  in  the  execution  of  a  war¬ 
rant.  The  boroughreeve,  con¬ 
stables,  myself,  and  two  or  three 
beadles,  had  sent  bill-stickers  to 
New  Cross  to  post  bills  at  that 
place.  Upon  information  that  we 
received,  we  went  to  the  place, 
where  the  mob  were  stoning  the 
house  in  which  the  bill-stickers 
were.  We  went  through  the  mob, 
and  then  a  shower  of  stones  came 
after  us.  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr. 
Clayton  got  away.  Mr.  Andrews 
and  my  self,  on  coming  out  of  the 
house,  were  pelted  all  the  way 
down  Oldham-street,  when  we 
found  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Clayton 
bringing  the  military.  The  re¬ 
collection  of  that  transaction  de¬ 
terred  me  from  executing  the  war¬ 
rant  without  military  aid.  Mr.  Hul- 
ton  gave  me  the  warrant,  and  I  then 
told  him,  that  it  would  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  execute  it  without  the  mi¬ 
litary.  I  went  towards  the  hustings 
along  the  line  of  the  constables,  to 
where  the  crowd  was.  I  wanted 
to  get  into  the  crowd,  to  hear  what 
Hunt  was  saying  about  knocking 
down  their  enemies.  I  then  per¬ 
ceived,  that  the  people,  between  the 
constables  and  the  hustings  were 
linked.  I  perceived  it  because 
they  swimmed  about,  and  did  not 
stand  steady  like  the  other  mob.  I 
then  returned  to  the  magistrates’ 
house,  and  the  Manchester  cavalry 
came.  I  drew  the  special  consta¬ 
bles  back  to  the  magistrates’  house ; 
I  did  that,  to  let  the  yeomanry  ad¬ 
vance.  I  afterwards  followed  the 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


381 


cavalry  down  to  the  hustings. — I 
did  not  see  them  cutting  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  their  swords.  I  finally 
got  to  the  hustings,,  and  took  those 
on  them  into  custody.  It  was  my 
particular  duty  to  execute  process 
in  Manchester. 

Mr.  P.  Statham. — I  am  a  dry- 
salter  atCollyhurst  Cheefham,  near 
Manchester.  In  August,  181  I 
was  in  the  employment  of  Slessin- 
gar,  and  Co.;  merchants,  at  Man¬ 
chester.  I  came  into  the  town  on 
the  lfith,  about  half-past  eight,  to 
attend  to  my  business.  The  town 
appeared  unusually  crowded.  I 
went  to  Peters-field  about  12 
o’clock,  and  took  my  station  oppo¬ 
site  to  Mr.  Buxton’s  house.  I  re¬ 
member  Hunt  and  his  party  arriv¬ 
ing  on  the  ground.  They  were 
greeted  with  a  shout  of  triumph. 
I  was  then  very  much  alarmed  ; 
many  of  the  constables  appeared 
much  alarmed,  and  expressed  them¬ 
selves  so.  I  heard  the  parties,  who 
had  come  to  the  meeting,  use  many 
insulting  words  to  the  constables. 
I  saw  the  Manchester  yeomanry 
come  upon  the  ground,  and  ad¬ 
vance  towards  the  hustings.  1'he 
people  shouted,  as  if  in  defiance. 
I  could  see,  that  their  arms  were 
locked.  I  was  rather  elevated  at 
the  time.  The  mob  struck  the 
horses  of  the  yeomanry  with  their 
sticks  as  they  advanced,  and  stones 
were  thrown  from  both  sides  at 
them.  When  the  yeomanry  got 
close  to  the  hustings,  they  closed 
in  upon  the  rear  of  the  cavalry, 
and  the  throwing  became  more 
violent.  I  did  not  see  the  yeo¬ 
manry  strike  any  body  as  they 
went  up  to  the  hustings.  When 
the  yeomanry  got  to  the  hustings, 
the  mob  began  to  disperse,  and  I 
followed  them.  The  trigger  and 
butt-end  of  a  horse  pistol,  in  the 
pocket  of  one  of  the  mob,  attracted 


my  attention,  as  they  were  retreat¬ 
ing.  In  my  judgment,  it  would 
have  been  madness  to  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  execute  the  warrant 
without  the  aid  of  the  military. 

G.  Brown.-— I  am  a  merchant  at 
Manchester.  I  attended  at  St. 
Peter’s-field,  on  August  16,  181 9, 
according  to  instructions.  I  placed 
myself  near  the  cart  in  St.  Peter’s- 
field.  I  heard  an  order  given  by 
a  person  in  the  cart,  named  Swift, 
to  “  link  arms,  and  to  stand  firm.” 
Upon  that  order  being  given,  I 
observed  a  great  pressure,  and  I 
was  myself  closed  in  between  those 
who  were  linked.  The  constables 
were  forced  back  to  a  certain  dis¬ 
tance,  but  regained  their  ground. 
The  body  of  constables  did  not 
get  to  the  hustings ;  only  myself 
and  a  few  others  kept  our  ground 
near  the  hustings.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  were  linked  between  me  and 
the  body  of  the  constables,  which 
cut  me  off  from  them.  This  link¬ 
ing  continued,  as  it  appeared  to 
me,  10  or  12  yards.  I  remained 
in  that  situation  near  the  hustings, 
when  Mr.  Hunt  arrived.  There 
was  then  a  tremendous  shouting. 
I  heard  Mr.  Hunt  speak.  He 
spoke  of  the  all-powerful  right 
that  British  subjects  had  to  peti¬ 
tion.  I  heard  him  say  to  the 
meeting,  that,  “  If  the  enemy 
showed  any  symptoms  against 
them,  they  were  to  put  them 
down,  question  them,  and  keep 
them  down.”  Two  men,  who  were 
linked  arm  in  arm,  said  one  to  the 
other,  “  I  reckon,  mon,  he  means 
we  may  kill  ’em.”  The  other  re¬ 
plied,  “  Ay,  to  be  sure,  you  fool, 
he  does.”  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
approach.  Mr.  Hunt  then  said  to 
Mr.  Johnson  “  they  are  already 
in  disorder and  when  the  ca¬ 
valry  Igid  formed  in  front  of  the 
magistrates’  house,  Hunt  pointed 
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at  them  and  said,  “  There  is  a 
pretty  sight  for  you !”  He  then 
desired  the  people  to  he  firm.  As 
soon  as  the  cavalry  had  formed. 
Hunt  said,  let  us  give  them  a 
cheer.  A  very  loud  shout  was 
then  set  up  by  the  mob,  and  thrice 
repeated.  Mr.  Hunt  himself  joined 
in  it,  waving  his  hat,  with  Johnson 
and  others  on  the  hustings.  I  saw 
the  yeomanry  advance.  The  men, 
who  were  locked  arm  in  arm, 
cried  out  to  one  another,  “  Be 
firm  and  stand  fast  and  I,  being 
hemmed  in  among  them,  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  turn  with  them,  when 
they  turned  towards  the  cavalry. 
I  then  saw  the  cavalry  come  for¬ 
ward,  and  the  men  hitting  the 
horses*  heads  with  their  sticks,  to 
prevent  their  approach.  The  ca¬ 
valry  were,  when  this  took  place, 
about  20  or  SO  yards  from  the 
hustings.  A  number  of  stones 
were  thrown  at  the  constables  and 
the  cavalry,  at  the  time  that  the 
cavalry  were  hit  with  the  sticks. 
As  the  yeomanry  advanced,  there 
was  a  tremendous  bustle,  and  those, 
who  were  locked  arm  in  arm,  ap¬ 
peared  to  get  into  the  rear  of  the 
constables  who  were  acting  with 
the  cavalry,  and  at  that  period 
more  stones  were  thrown,  than  I 
had  seen  at  the  first  advance  of  the 
cavalry.  I  was  myself  knocked 
down  by  a  stone  or  brickbat.  I 
was  some  time  on  the  ground,  be¬ 
fore  I  could  recover  myself.  Im¬ 
mediately  before  the  approach  of 
the  yeomanry,  a  man  had  threat¬ 
ened  to  knock  me  down  with  a 
stick,  and  I  prevented  the  blow  by 
striking  the  man  just  under  the 
elbow  when  he  had  his  hand  down. 
The  person,  who  thus  offered  to 
strike  me,  was  one  of  those  who 
were  linked  arm  in  arm.  This 
was  about  two  minutes  after  Mr. 
Hunt  had  said,  “  Put  your  ene¬ 


mies  down/*  The  cavalry  then 
hit  with  the  flat  sides  of  their 
swords,  spurred  their  horses  on, 
and  got  round  the  hustings.  I  saw 
thousands  armed  with  sticks.  The 
sticks  were  some  of  them  very 
large.  I  saw  great  numbers  of 
them  lying  on  the  ground,  after 
the  meeting  had  been  dispersed. 
A  great  quantity  of  stones  were 
likewise  lying  on  the  ground.  I 
heard  great  hissing  as  the  cavalry 
came  on  the  field,  both  from  the 
mob  and  the  hustings.  The  town 
of  Manchester,  in  my  opinion,  was 
in  very  serious  danger. 

Cross-examined. — I  undertake  to 
swear  to  the  words,  which  Hunt 
used,  about  “  putting  down  and 
keeping  down  their  enemies/* 
When  the  people  used  sticks 
against  the  cavalry,  they  were 
about  12  yards  from  the  hustings. 
When  the  stones  were  thrown,  the 
cavalry  had  advanced  half  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  Mr.  Buxton’s  house 
and  the  hustings.  Some  of  the 
stones  were  as  large  as  my  fist, 
some  smaller.  There  were  brick¬ 
bats  among  them.  The  nearer 
they  approached  the  hustings,  the 
throwing  of  the  stones  increased. 

William  Hulton,  esq. — I  am  a 
magistrate  of  this  county,  and 
was  so  in  1819*  I  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ma¬ 
gistrates,  which  was  formed  when 
the  magistrates  were  called  toge¬ 
ther  at  July  quarter  sessions.  The 
object  of  the  committee  was,  to 
provide  for  the  peace  of  the  country 
and  the  safety  of  its  inhabitants. 
I  knew  that  in  every  town,  and 
almost  every  village,  there  were 
union  societies,  conducted  by  com¬ 
mittees  corresponding  by  the  means 
of  delegates.  The  committee  of 
magistrates  consisted  of  eleven  or 
twelve  magistrates.  We  met  some¬ 
times  from  day  to  day,  before  the 
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9th  and  16th  of  August.  We  in¬ 
stituted  such  means  as  we  thought 
necessary  to  obtain  information 
from  the  adjoining  districts.  The 
information  which  we  obtained  in¬ 
creased  our  alarm.  In  consequence, 
we  took  such  measures  as  we 
thought  best  calculated  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  public  tranquillity.  We 
were  aware  of  the  intended  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  9th.  The  requisition 
was  brought  to  us.  We  had  re¬ 
ceived  positive  information  of 
drilling  and  training  in  the  county. 
We  were  apprised  of  the  notice  of 
the  meeting  of  the  l6th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  soon  after  the  meeting  of 
the  9th  was  abandoned.  Our 
meetings  were  then  very  fre¬ 
quent.  Though  I  live  about  10 
or  12  miles  from  Manchester,  I 
frequently  stayed  at  Manchester 
during  the  night.  I  cannot  say, 
whether  other  magistrates  stayed 
during  the  night  as  well  as  myself. 
Mr.  Hay  resided  there,  and  Mr. 
T rafford  remained  two  nights.  The 
committee  sat  in  the  New  Bailey, 
and  was  in  constant  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  boroughreeve  and 
the  other  authorities.  These  meet¬ 
ings  were  solely  held  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  taking  precautions  against 
the  l6th.  A  committee  was  formed 
in  the  town,  termed  <e  The  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Public  Safety,”  with 
whom  we  were  in  constant  com¬ 
munication.  It  was  composed  of 
some  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Manchester.  We  met  on  Sunday, 
the  15  th,  immediately  after  church, 
and  made  such  arrangements  as 
we  thought  necessary,  to  meet 
what  we  deemed  an  impending 
danger.  On  the  16th,  we  assem¬ 
bled  at  the  Star-inn,  about  nine 
in  the  morning,  and  proceeded 
about  eleven  to  Mr.  Buxton’s 
house,  which  commanded  a  view 


of  the  area  in  which  the  meeting 
was  held.  I  think  there  was  a 
cart  on  the  field  when  we  arrived. 
All  the  members  of  the  committee 
of  magistrates,  except  two,  were 
present.  Mr.  Trafford  was  with 
the  military.  There  was  a  decla¬ 
ration  handed  to  the  magistrates, 
signed  by  60  gentlemen,  stating 
their  alarm  of  danger.  It  was 
brought  to  me  as  a  chairman  of 
the  committee,  and  I  read  it  at 
the  time.  (it  was  here  handed 
to  witness.)  I  know  the  names 
of  many  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
signed  this  paper.  They  are  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  highest  respectability. 
This  paper  was  put  into  our  hands, 
before  Hunt  appeared  on  the 
ground,  and  when  we  were  in 
Buxton’s  house.  I  observed  the 
parties  arrive  at  the  meeting. 
They  marched  forward  in  beauti¬ 
ful  order,  attended  by  persons  who 
appeared  to  command  them,  and 
in  such  manner,  as  could  result 
only  from  long  previous  prepara¬ 
tion.  I  remember  Hunt’s  arrival. 
I  was  attracted  to  the  window  by 
the  shout,  which  was  louder  than 
any  I  ever  heard  before.  I  re¬ 
member  a  warrant  was  filled  up 
immediately.  [The  witness  was 
here  presented  with  the  warrant, 
and  his  examination  continued.] 
I  know  the  magistrates  whose 
names  are  to  this  warrant.  On 
signing  it,  I  sent  for  the  borough¬ 
reeve.  He  and  the  deputy  head 
constable  had  been  in  the  magis¬ 
trates’  room  before.  I  gave  the 
warrant  first  to  Nadin,  desiring 
him  to  serve  it  on  the  parties 
named  in  it.  Nadin  said  he  could 
not  serve  it.  I  replied  to  Nadin, 
“  What !  not  with  all  those  spe¬ 
cial  constables  ?” 

I  concurred  with  the  borough¬ 
reeve,  with  Mr.  Andrew,  one  of 
the  head  constables,  and  the  de- 


384 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


puty  head  constable,  Nadin,  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
execute  the  warrant.  I  therefore 
could  not  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibility  of  ordering  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  that  warrant  without 
military  assistance,  and  all  the 
magistrates  present  concurred  with 
me  in  that  opinion.  I  thereupon 
wrote  two  letters,  one  to  colonel 
1’Estrange,  and  one  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  yeomanry,  request¬ 
ing  assistance.  Mr.  Trafford,  a 
magistrate,  was  particularly  de¬ 
puted  to  attend  the  military. 
After  mature  deliberation,  we  de¬ 
cided  not  to  call  in  the  military, 
till  the  meeting  assumed  such  a 
character,  as  left  us  no  other  way 
of  providing  for  the  peace  of  the 
town.  I  considered,  that  at  that 
moment  the  lives  and  properties  of 
the  people  of  Manchester  were  in 
the  greatest  danger,  as  this  meet¬ 
ing,  according  to  our  undoubted 
information,  was  only  a  part  of  a 
system. 

[[One  of  the  notes  was  handed 
to  witness,  who  said  it  was  one  of 
those  which  he  wrote  to  the  com¬ 
manding  officer.] 

I  directed  one  of  the  constables 
to  carry  these  notes.  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  approach  of  a  troop  of  the 
Manchester  yeomanry.  I  then  saw 
the  arrival  of  a  cart,  loaded  with 
planks.  When  this  cart  arrived, 
a  rush  took  place  of  the  people 
between  the  first  cart  and  the  line 
of  special  constables.  I  particu¬ 
larly  distinguished  the  people  from 
the  constables,  as  the  former  were 
bare  headed.  One  of  the  magis¬ 
trates  had  a  glass,  which  I  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  with  it  I  distinctly  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  persons  about  the 
hustings  locked  themseves  arm  in 
aim.  When  the  cavalry  drew  up,  and 
formed  in  front  of  the  magistrates’ 
house,  there  was  a  tremendous 


loud  cheering.  The  people  faced 
round,  and  waved  their  hats  and 
sticks  in  the  air.  I  heard  some 
hisses  and  groans.  Upon  that,  the 
cavalry  cheered  and  waved  their 
swords.  I  then  observed  the  ca¬ 
valry  to  advance,  but  by  whom 
commanded  did  not  then  know,  f 
saw  either  Nadin  or  Moore  join 
them.  Can’t  say,  that  I  saw  any 
horse  or  any  individual  struck,  but 
there  did  appear  to  me  a  general 
resistance.  Saw  stones  and  brick¬ 
bats  flying  when  they  approached 
the  hustings.  The  cavalry  were 
entirely  surrounded  by  the  mass 
of  people,  when  they  reached  the 
hustings ;  and  the  impression  upon 
my  mind  then  was,  that  they  were 
in  imminent  danger.  That  ap¬ 
prehension  for  the  safety  of  the 
cavalry  continued,  when  colonel 
l’Estrange,  with  a  part  of  the  15th, 
followed  closely  by  the  Cheshire 
yeomanry,  came  in  front  of  Bux¬ 
ton’s  house,  and  looked  up  at  the 
window,  asking  c  what  am  I  to  do, 
or  what  are  they  doing  ?’  I  said, 
“  Good  God !  don’t  you  see  what 
they  are  doing  ? — attacking  the 
yeomanry :  disperse  the  meeting, 
or  disperse  the  mob,”  I  forget 
which.  In  my  judgment,  that  step 
was  necessary,  and  I  considered, 
that  if  I  had  not  done  it,  I  should 
have  been  answerable  for  the  lives 
of  the  yeomanry. 

Cross-examined. — I  had  a  great 
body  of  information  respecting 
corresponding  societies  at  the  time, 
but  the  proof  not  reaching  absolute 
certainty  of  delegation,  I  had 
great  doubts  whether  I  could  sup¬ 
press  them.  We  prohibited  the 
meeting  of  the  9th,  but  not  that 
of  the  second  for  the  l6‘th,  consi¬ 
dering  the  avowed  object  of  that 
second  requisition  to  be  legal. 

The  rev.  Wm.  Robert  Hay. — I 
occasionally  gave  the  magistrates 
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my  assistance,  but  living  in  York¬ 
shire,  I  waited  till  the  last  mo¬ 
ment.  As  soon  as  1  heard  the 
magistrates  had  prohibited  the 
meeting  of  the  9th,  I  set  out,  and 
arrived  at  Manchester  about  10 
or  1 1  days  before  the  meeting  of 
the  l6th.  I  remained  until  the 
evening  of  the  1 6th.  I  had  constant 
access  to  the  magistrates,  and  gave 
them  such  advice  as  I  deemed  ex¬ 
pedient.  I  was  with  the  magis¬ 
trates  at  Buxton’s  house.  The 
proclamation  of  the  riot-act  Avas 
read.  Prior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
l6th,  I  ordered  an  impression  of 
the  proclamation  required  by  law 
to  be  struck  off,  and  I  distributed 
them  among  the  magistrates.  It 
was  read  in  the  interval  between 
the  yeomanry  coming  up,  and 
whilst  they  were  forming.  It  was 
read  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Ethelstone, 
one  of  the  magistrates.  He  was 
stationed  in  a  one-pair  of  stairs 
room  in  Mr.  Buxton’s  house.  He 
read  it  with  his  head  very  far  out 
of  the  window;  the  base  of  the 
window  was  very  low ;  he  leant 
so  far  out,  that  I  stood  behind  him, 
ready  to  catch  his  skirts  for  fear 
he  might  fall  over.  Mr.  Ethel- 
stone  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  have 
occasionally  heard  sing,  and  he  has 
a  remarkably  powerful  voice. 
When  he  drew  back  his  head  into 
the  room,  after  having  read  the 
proclamation,  I  observed  to  him 
“  Ethelstone,  I  never  heard  your 
voice  so  powerful.”  I  had  observed 
the  demeanor  of  the  multitude 
throughout  the  morning,  and  down 
to  that  time.  It  was,  in  my  judg¬ 
ment,  as  tumultuous  a  meeting  as 
could  be ;  I  mean,  so  far  as  to  in¬ 
spire  terror.  I  felt  great  alarm 
for  the  safety  of  the  town,  and  I 
should  have  considered  the  mams- 
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trates  had  betrayed  the  duty  in¬ 
trusted  to  them,  if  they  had  not 
Vol.  LXIV. 


arrested  the  authors  of  it.  The 
cavalry  did  not  advance,  as  if  they 
were  charging,  but  each  as  he 
could,  and  then  the  crowd  closed 
on  them.  From  the  room  where 
I  was,  I  saw  stones  thrown  and 
sticks  used,  and  some  of  them  as 
if  they  were  playing  about.  From 
the  scattered  way  in  which  the 
yeomanry  had  been  able  to  enter 
the  crowd,  I  was  under  apprehen¬ 
sion  that  they  were  opposed,  and 
that  the  people  would  overpower 
them.  I  had  many  friends  in  the 
cavalry  and  amongst  the  special 
constables,  for  whose  safety  I  had 
great  fears. 

Cross-examined. — I  then  resided 
about  eight  miles  from  Wakefield. 
I  am  rector  of  Ackworth,  and, 
since  the  meeting  of  the  l6th  of 
August,  have  been  appointed  to 
Rochdale;  the  riot-act  was  read 
before  the  cavalry  formed ;  I  can¬ 
not  say,  whether  a  person  standing 
on  the  steps  of  Buxton’s  house 
could  hear  it  read,  or  from  the 
room  over  that  where  I  was.  I 
consider  the  assemblage  of  such  a 
large  number  of  people  to  be  a 
breach  of  the  peRce.  When  I  saw 
two  or  three  columns  coming  in 
with  dreadful  emblems  and  flags, 
I  could  not  help  considering  it 
dangerous  to  the  public  peace.  I 
saw  no  other  breach  of  the  peace. 
I  saw  stones  flying  in  the  air,  but 
I  don’t  know  whether  any  were 
on  the  ground  in  the  morning. 
The  reading  of  the  proclamation 
only  occupied  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  Tatton  examined. — I  was 
one  of  the  committee  of  magis¬ 
trates,  and  decidedly  agree  with 
what  Mr.  Hulton  has  said  relative 
to  the  alarming  state  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  I  considered  the  town  of 
Manchester  to  be  in  very  imminent 
danger  on  the  l6th  of  August.  In 
my  judgment,  the  service  of  the 
2  C 


386  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


warrant  must  have  been  fatal  to 
any  one  who  should  have  attempt¬ 
ed  to  serve  it,  unless  supported  by 
the  military. 

Cross-examined.- — I  am  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Stanley,  whom 
I  saw  in  the  magistrates’  room  on 
that  day;  I  remember  showing 
him  into  the  room  over  ours,  in 
order  to  see  the  assembly ;  Mr. 
Stanley  did  not  remonstrate  with 
me  against  calling  in  the  military. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Ethel  stone. — I  am  a 
fellow  of  the  collegiate  church  of 
Manchester,  and  a  magistrate  for 
the  county.  I  saw  Hunt  and  his 
party  come  on  the  ground.  The 
assembly  appeared  to  me  to  be  most 
tumultuous.  It  was  certainly  highly 
proper  to  read  the  riot  act,  and  I 
did  read  it.  I  have  found  the 
identical  card  from  which  I  read 
it.  It  was  at  one  of  the  windows 
in  the  first  floor  of  Mr.  Buxton’s 
house.  I  made  several  attempts  to 
read  it  from  the  area,  but  I  found 
it  could  not  be  heard.  It  was  my 
intention  to  have  read  it  on  horse¬ 
back,  but  I  could  not  find  my  ser¬ 
vant,  to  whom  I  had  but  a  short 
time  before  given  directions  to  take 
my  horse  a  little  round  the  house. 
Mr.  Silvester  attended  the  *  meet¬ 
ing,  and  I  understood  he  also  at¬ 
tempted  to  read  the  riot-act.  I 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  call¬ 
ing  in  the  military  in  aid  of  the 
civil  power. 

Robert  Feilden,  esq. — I  took  the 
information  of  Owen  on  oath.  I 
thought  the  military  necessary  to 
be  called  in  aid  of  the  civil  power. 

T.  J.  Tr afford,  esq.-— I  com¬ 
manded  the  Manchester  yeomanry 
on  the  l6th  of  August.  I  had 
two  troops  with  me — about  60 
persons.  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hulton,  which  was  delivered 
to  me  by  Mr.  Joseph  Birley.  In 
consequence  of  that  I  repaired  with 


them  to  Buxton’s  house.  I  was 
with  them  during  the  whole  of 
the  day. 

H.  Cholmondely,  esq.,  examined. 
— I  live  at  Knutsford,  and  was  at 
Manchester  on  the  l6th  of  August. 
I  saw  Hunt  arrive,  and  stop  at  the 
Exchange,  when  there  was  great 
shouting.  I  saw  the  yeomanry  go 
to  St.  Peter’s-field.  I  did  not  see 
them  strike  with  either  the  edge 
or  the  back  of  the  sword,  until 
they  surrounded  the  hustings ; 
stones  and  sticks  were  thrown  at 
them  as  they  advanced ;  I  saw  a 
very  considerable  number  of  sticks, 
many  larger  than  walking-sticks, 
and  some  smaller ;  danger  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  to  be  apprehended  from 
such  a  meeting;  I  conceived  it 
utterly  impossible  to  execute  a 
warrant  without  the  aid  of  the 
military. 

Mr.  G.  Read.— I  live  at  Con- 
gleton ;  I  was  at  Manchester  on 
the  lbth  of  August ;  I  saw  a  ban¬ 
ner,  on  which  there  was  the  in¬ 
scription,  “  Let  us  die  like  men, 
and  not  be  sold  as  slaves ;”  also  on 
a  black  flag  “  Equal  representa¬ 
tion  or  death ;”  I  heard  Hunt 
speak — he  said  the  only  effect  of 
preventing  the  meeting  of  the  9th 
was,  to  double  that  of  the  day  they 
were  assembled,  or  words  to  that 
effect ;  I  think  he  also  called  the 
throng  “  a  tremendous  multitude,” 
and  said  “  if  any  one  attempt  to 
interrupt  you,  put  him  down,  and 
keep  him  down,  or  keep  him 
quiet ;”  he  waved  his  arms,  when 
using  these  expressions ;  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  cavalry  forming  before 
Mr.  Buxton’s  house,  and,  seeing 
them  advance,  I  pressed  forward  to 
get  out  of  the  crowd;  I  saw  no 
blows  given  by  the  cavalry  up  to 
that  time ;  I  saw  stones  thrown 
after  they  passed  me ;  before  the 
stones  were  thrown  I  did  not  see 
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the  cavalry  use  their  swords ;  the 
appearance  of  the  mob  led  me  to 
think  it  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
Manchester ;  I  certainly  appre¬ 
hended  a  riot ;  I  did  not  conceive 
a  warrant  could  he  executed  with 
safety  without  the  aid  of  the  civil 
power. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Mills.— I  live  in  the 
Isle  of  Man ;  I  was  in  Manches¬ 
ter  on  the  l6th  of  August.  I  saw 
the  yeomanry  advance  towards  the 
hustings ;  while  they  were  ad¬ 
vancing,  I  saw  a  great  number  of 
stones  or  brick-bats  flung  towards 
them.  The  peace  and  tranquillity 
of  the  town  appeared  to  be  in  im¬ 
minent  danger. 

Mr.  R.  Holt. — -I  am  a  dyer  at 
Manchester ;  was  a  special  con¬ 
stable  on  the  1 6th  of  August ;  I 
saw  the  Manchester  yeomanry 
come  on  the  ground ;  I  saw  one 
stone  thrown  as  they  advanced, 
and  immediately  afterwards  I  was 
wounded  on  the  eye  with  another  ; 
I  afterwards  went  to  the  hustings 
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myself — I  seized  a  colour ;  while 
doing  so,  I  was  struck  over  my  left 
wrist  with  a  stick  ;  I  succeeded  in 
getting  the  cap  of  liberty  away ; 
another  special  constable  tore  the 
colour  from  a  flag-staff:  in  my 
judgment,  it  was  not  possible  to 
execute  the  warrant  without  mili¬ 
tary  aid.  I  followed  the  yeomanry 
up  to  the  hustings,  and  did  not 
see  a  single  blow  struck  by  them. 

Mr.  R.  Entwistle. — I  am  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  at  Manchester ;  I  saw  the 
Stockport  division  march  into  Man¬ 
chester  on  the  l6th  of  August; 
they  consisted  of  between  4,000 
and  5,000  men ;  they  marched 
with  flags  and  music.  I  happened 
to  stand  on  the  steps  of  an  hotel, 
and  one  said,  “  thou  hast  got  a 
good  coat  on  thy  back ;  before  the 
day  is  over,  I  shall  have,  as  good  a 
one  as  thee.”  They  had  sticks ; 


some  were  large  ones ;  they  car¬ 
ried  them  on  their  shoulders.  I 
afterwards  went  to  St.  Peter’s- 
field,  I  saw  the  yeomanry  advance 
towards  the  hustings ;  when  they 
got  within  about  15  yards  of  the 
hustings,  I  saw  stones  and  brick¬ 
bats  thrown  at  them ;  I  saw  no 
sticks ;  the  yeomanry  had,  up  to 
this  time,  used  no  violence ;  in  my 
judgment  it  would  have  been  im¬ 
possible  for  the  constables  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  warrant  without  military 
assistance. 

Cross-examined.  —  I  am  also 
clerk  to  the  race  course.  When  I 
first  went  on  the  ground,  I  saw 
from  80,000  to  100,000  persons 
assembled. 

R.  Hughes  examined. — -I  am  an 
innkeeper  at  Manchester ;  I  was  a 
special  constable  on  the  16th;  I  saw 
a  great  number  of  sticks  with  some 
of  the  divisions ;  they  walked  in  re¬ 
gular  order.  I  was  near  enough  to 
the  hustings  to  hear  Hunt  say,  when 
he  entered  on  the  hustings  (after 
having  made  a  speech) — “  Those 
are  your  enemies,  who  don’t  take 
off  their  hats  and  shout.”  He  then 
pointed  towards  the  constables. 
He  added,  “  if  any  one  misletes 
you  put  them  down,  and  keep 
them  down.”  He  also  told  them 
to  link  arms  and  stand  firm.  I 
was  at  first  within  five  or  six 
yards  of  the  hustings,  but  I  was 
forced  off  by  the  linking  of 
arms  ;  which  took  place  instantly 
upon  Mr.  Hunt’s  giving  the 
order,  which  I  have  already 
stated.  Those  who  linked  arms 
appeared  to  me  to  be  five  or  six 
deep  ;  I  was  close  at  the  back  of 
them,  and  kept  my  ground  as  well 
as  I  could ;  I  saw  the  yeomanry 
come  on  the  ground ;  I  saw  them 
beginning  their  advance  towards 
the  hustings ;  they  at  first  came 
prettv  thick  I  thought,,  and  then 
2  C  2 


388  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


there  was  a  stoppage ;  there  were 
a  number  of  sticks  heaved  up  at 
the  horses’  heads,  but  whether 
they  struck  or  not,  I  can’t  tell  you ; 
it  appeared  to  me  that  they  intend¬ 
ed  to  knock  the  horses  on  the 
head,  and  knock  the  riders  off; 
they  advanced  further,  and  there 
was  a  stoppage  again ;  the  yeo¬ 
manry  appeared  unwilling  to 
trample  on  the  people ;  they  ad¬ 
vanced  again,  and  I  heard  the 
report  of  a  pistol  or  gun ;  I  looked, 
and  it  appeared  to  me  to  come 
from  the  top  of  a  house,  below  the 
Windmill  public-house ;  I  saw  the 
smoke  ;  I  can’t  tell  what  effect  the 
shot  produced  ;  then  there  came  a 
parcel  of  stones  and  brick-bats, 
which  were  thrown  at  the  yeo¬ 
manry  ;  they  appeared  to  come 
from  Windmill-street.  I  could 
hear  nothing  then,  but  I  heard 
many  insults  directed  towards  the 
constables  before.  I  heard  some 
of  the  mob  say,  “  we  will  settle 
them  all  before  three  o’clock.” 
<<r  Aye,”  said  another,  <<r  we  will 
do  so.”  Before  this,  the  yeomanry 
had  not  used  their  swords  in  any 
way.  The  yeomanry  had  got 
within  about  15  yards  of  the  hust¬ 
ings,  when  thes  tones  were  thrown. 
As  they  approached  the  hustings 
the  mob  closed  in  their  rear ;  I  saw 
the  yeomanry  surround  the  hust¬ 
ings  ;  they  could  not  keep  in  a 
body ;  they  experienced  a  great 
deal  of  resistance  from  the  mob  at 
the  hustings ;  from  the  nature  of 
the  resistance,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  meeting,  I  feared  that  the 
yeomanry  would  be  overpowered ; 
I  expected  that  every  man  would 
be  murdered,  and  I  believe  it 
would  have  been  the  case,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  15th  hussars 
coming  up ;  X  do  not  think  it  was 
possible  to  execute  the  warrant 
without  the  aid  of  the  military. 


In  my  judgment  the  public  peace 
was  endangered  by  the  meeting  on 
that  day. 

Cross-examined.  < —  The  people 
were  not  linked,  until  Hunt  de¬ 
sired  them  to  link.  I  saw  no 
horse  nor  rider  knocked  on  the 
head.  Those,  who  spoke  of  settling 
us  before  three  o’clock,  were  near 
the  constables ;  they  also  said,  they 
would  have  our  garments  off,  as 
they  were  better  than  theirs;  all 
was  quiet  until  Mr.  Hunt  came. 

John  Barlow  examined. — I  am 
a  merchant  at  Manchester ;  I  re¬ 
member  being  on  the  Exchange 
on  the  1 6th  of  August ;  I  observed 
a  party  of  men  come  past,  a  consi¬ 
derable  number  of  them  had  sticks 
and  bludgeons  ;  I  considered  many 
of  them  to  be  hedge  stakes,  newly 
drawn  from  the  hedges.  Their 
appearance  created  alarm  in  my 
mind.  I  was  a  special  constable  on 
that  day.  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  give  every  assistance  to  preserve 
the  public  peace.  I  went  to  the 
meeting  amongst  the  special  con¬ 
stables  ;  I  saw  the  yeomanry  ad¬ 
vance,  prior  to  the  advance  of  the 
cavalry ;  I  saw  some  of  the  people 
have  their  arms  linked.  When 
the  yeomanry  got  up  to  the  crowd 
who  -were  linked,  they  were  broken 
in  by  the  crowd  rushing  upon 
them.  I  saw  a  great  many  stones 
thrown  at  the  yeomanry.  Before 
any  of  them  got  to  the  hustings, 
there  were  stones  thrown,  but  not 
so  many  ;  I  seized  a  bludgeon  my¬ 
self.  As  the  others  were  coming 
up,  one  man  struck  at  one  of  the 
yeomanry,  and  hit  him  across  the 
thigh  with  a  large  bludgeon :  it 
was  a  bough  of  a  holly-tree,  and 
was  quite  green. 

Cross-examined.  — -  When  the 
stones  were  thrown,  I  was  close  to 
the  crowd ;  they  appeared  to  come 
from  all  directions ;  when  the  ca-» 
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1?alry  got  into  the  dense  part  of 
the  crowds  the  throwing  increased  ; 
I  did  not  see  any  person  knocked 
down. 

T.  Worzall. — I  am  assistant  sur¬ 
veyor  of  the  town  of  Manchester ; 
I  went  to  survey  St.  Peter’s-field 
upon  the  7th  of  August ;  I  cleared 
the  area  of  sticks  and  stones,,  and 
every  thing  which  could  be  used 
in  an  offensive  manner ;  we  also 
cleared  the  stones  from  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  streets ;  I  went;  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  16th;  about  7  o’clock; 
and  took  about  a  quarter  of  a  load 
of  stones  from  it ;  the  whole  was 
cleared  before  eight;  I  was  there 
again  between  9  and  10  and  all 
was  clear ;  I  was  there  again  be¬ 
tween  11  and  3,  and  saw  a  large 
quantity  of  stones  and  brick-batS; 
and  some  scores  of  sticks;  they 
might  be  from  two  to  three  inches 
diameter ;  they  must  have  been 
brought  from  a  distance;  as  they 
were  for  the  greater  part  gravel 
stones ;  there  was  about  a  cart¬ 
load  of  stones  and  brick-bats  alto¬ 
gether;  some  of  the  sticks  were 
large;  perhaps  about  an  inch  dia¬ 
meter. 

Colonel  1’Estrange.  —  I  am  a 
colonel  in  the  army,  and  lieut.- 
colonel  of  the  31st  infantry.  I 
had  the  command  of  the  district 
and  neighbourhood  of  Manchester 
on  the  l6th  of  August;  1819;  I 
had  been  in  communication  with 
the  magistrates  for  several  days 
before ;  the  subject  of  these  com¬ 
munications  was  the  preservation 
of  the  public  peace ;  I  received 
from  them  information  of  the 
state  of  the  country ;  I;  in  conse¬ 
quence;  adopted  such  measures  as 
were  most  likely  to  preserve  the 
peace;  by  the  distribution  of  the 
force  under  my  command ;  I  acted 
by  direction  of  the  magistrates ;  I 
was  with  two  squadrons  of  the 


fifteenth  hussars;  and  one  squadron 
of  the  Cheshire  yeomanry,  toge¬ 
ther  with  one  squadron  of  the 
Manchester  yeomanry;  I  under¬ 
stood  that  Hunt  was  passing  the 
end  of  Dean’s-gate,  and  I  rode  with 
colonel  Townshend  and  Mr.  Traf- 
ford  to  see  him — we  were  all  in 
uniform.  When  the  carriage  came 
up.  Hunt,  who  either  rose,  or  was 
standing  before,  waved  his  hat, 
looked  at  us,  then  at  the  mob,  and 
shouted ;  they  also  shouted,  I  sup¬ 
posed  in  defiance,  from  seeing  us  in 
uniform.  About  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  this,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Hulton,  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  magistrates.  It 
in  substance  stated,  that  he  re¬ 
quired  the  attendance  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  as  he  did  not  conceive  the 
civil  power  sufficiently  strong  for 
their  purposes.  He  headed  it  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ma¬ 
gistrates."  I  then  ordered  the 
hussars,  and  the  troops  of  Cheshire 
and  Manchester  yeomanry  to  go 
to  the  house  which  Mr.  Hulton 
pointed  out  as  that  occupied  by 
the  magistrates.  In  order  to  avoid 
passing  through  the  mob,  it  was 
necessary  to  make  a  detour  through 
Fleet-street ;  we  were  anxious  to 
be  in  the  rear  of  the  civil  power. 
When  I  arrived  at  the  corner  of 
the  house  where  the  magistrates 
were  placed,  I  saw  a  considerable 
dust,  which  led  me  to  believe  that 
the  yeomanry  were  in  conflict  with 
the  people.  I  saw  missiles  in  the 
air.  I  was  30  or  40  yards  from 
the  yeomanry.  I  conceived  that 
they  were  in  danger,  because  they 
were  insulted  and  scattered  amongst 
the  people,  and  might  have  been 
thrown  from  their  horses.  When 
I  arrived  at  Mr.  Buxton’s,  I  looked 
up  at  the  windows,  and  asked  for 
orders.  Mr.  Hulton  said,  “  For 
God’s  sake,  look  at  the  yeomanry  ; 
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rescue  them  and  disperse  the  mob.” 
We  did  so.  In  advancing,  we  ex¬ 
perienced  resistance.  My  cap  was 
knocked  off.  I  suppose  by  a  large 
brick-bat  or  stone. 

Gross-examined. — Including  the 
Cheshire  and  Manchester  yeo¬ 
manry,  the  division  of  the  31st, 
and  the  detachment  of  the  88  th  at 
Oldham,  we  had  about  1,000  men. 
We  had  also  two  pieces  of  light  ar¬ 
tillery, 

Mr.  M.  Fitzpatrick  examined 
by  Mr.  Littledale. — I  am  a  re¬ 
porter.  I  attended  a  meeting  in 
Smithfield  in  1819 ;  I  believe  in 
the  month  of  July.  It  was  some 
time  previous  to  the  meeting  at 
Manchester.  Mr.  Hunt  was  the 
chairman  of  that  meeting ;  several 
resolutions  yrere  passed  at  that 
meeting;  Mr.  H.  joined  in  those 
resolutions.  When  the  resolutions 
were  passed,  I  procured,  a  copy  of 
them.  I  either  asked  Mr,  Hunt 
for  a  copy,  or  he  gave  it  to  me. 

Here  a  paper  was  handed  to  the 
witness,  who  stated  that  those 
were  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  alluded  to,  but  that,  when 
given  to  him,  they  were  on  one 
continued  slip ;  they  had  been 
subdivided  for  the  facility  of 
printing. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd. — Brother 
Hullock,  will  you  read  those  reso¬ 
lutions  in  evidence  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock. —Yes, 
my  lord. 

Mr.  Blackburne. — I  object  to 
reading  those  resolutions :  they  are 
no  evidence  in  this  case.  This  is 
an  action  brought  to  recover  com¬ 
pensation  for  an  assault,  and  why 
resolutions,  passed  at  a  meeting 
held  200  miles  from  this  place, 
should  be  brought  in  to  affect  the 
interests  of  the  plaintiff,  merely 
because  the  person,  who  was  chair¬ 
man  at  ons  meeting,  was  also 


chairman  at  another,  alleged  to  he 
held  illegally,  I  am  totally  unable 
to  comprehend. 

Mr.  Evans,  on  the  same  side, 
contended,  that,  if  the  judge 
should  allow  those  resolutions  to 
be  read  in  evidence,  he  would  es¬ 
tablish  a  most  dangerous  precedent. 
It  would  go  to  this — that  if  Mr. 
Hunt  committed  murder  200  miles 
off,  it  might  be  argued  that  the 
plaintiff,  by  his  association  with 
Mr.  Hunt  here,  was  also  guilty  of 
murder. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Hullock  replied, 
that  the  purport  of  the  evidence 
now  offered  was,  to  show,  in  sup¬ 
port  of  matters  placed  on  the  re¬ 
cord,  that  individuals  had  conspired, 
together  to  subvert  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  country,  pre¬ 
viously  to  the  loth  of  August. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd. — The  do¬ 
cument  now  produced  is  clearly 
evidence  for  the  purpose  of  esta¬ 
blishing  one  of  the  pleas  on  the 
record.  How  far  it  goes  to  that 
point,  it  is  for  the  jury  to  consider. 
It  is  alleged  that  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  at  Manchester,  a  conspiracy 
existed  amongst  the  king’s  sub¬ 
jects,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  constitution  into  hatred,  and 
these  resolutions  are  offered  as 
evidence,  that  such  a  conspiracy 
did  exist.  The  pleas  go  on  farther 
to  state,  that  the  meeting  at  Man¬ 
chester  was  an  effect  of  that  con¬ 
spiracy  ;  therefore  the  evidence 
now  adduced  ought  to  be  received. 
In  the  cases  of  Hardy  and  Horne 
Tooke,  resolutions,  at  the  passing 
of  which  they  were  not  present, 
were  read,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  all  the  parties  had 
combined  to  effect  one  common 
object. 

Mr.  Blackburne  stated,  that  he 
should  tender  exceptions  to  this 
evidence. 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


391 


April  9.  Fifth  Day. — Mr.  Black- 
as  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  handed 
the  following  paper  to  the  judge, 
as  a  minute  of  his  bill  of  excep¬ 
tions  : — - 

“  A  witness  having  proved,  that 
H.  Hunt  had  been  chairman 
at  a  meeting  in  Smithfield,  in 

London,  on  - - ,  and  that  a 

set  of  printed  resolutions  were 
read  by  H.  Hunt ;  and  that  H. 
Hunt  had  given  the  witness  a 
copy,  the  counsel  for  the  defend¬ 
ants  tendered  such  copy  in  evi¬ 
dence  ;  and  to  the  reception  of 
such  paper  in  evidence  the  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  excepted.” 

The  Smithfield  resolutions  were 
then  read  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace. 

Joseph  Pickley. — -I  was  at  the 
meeting  of  the  16th  of  August: 
I  saw  the  people  come  on  the 
ground ;  they  had  sticks  with 
them.  I  saw  one  of  the  yeomanry 
struck  with  a  thick  stick,  which 
was  aimed  at  the  middle  of  his 
right  thigh :  stones  were  thrown, 
before  the  cavalry  reached  the 
hustings.  I  heard  the  cavalry 
abused  with  the  title  of  “  feather¬ 
bed  soldiers.”  The  crowd  said — 
“  We  must  stand  fast,  for  we  are 
not  afraid  of  them.”  The  civil 
power  could  not  have  executed  the 
warrant  without  the  assistance  of 
the  military. 

James  Jaques. — I  was  a  calico- 
printer  at  Manchester  on  the  l6‘th 
of  August,  1819*  I  was  in  the 
magistrates’  room  at  Mr.  Buxton’s 
that  morning,  when  the  warrant 
was  delivered  to  Mr.  Nadin,  the 
constable.  Upon  that  occasion,  the 
constable  declined  to  execute  it 
without  assistance,  and  I  think  he 
could  not  have  done  it  without  the 
military. 

Thomas  Sharp. — I  am  an  iron- 
merchant.  I  have  been  the  bo- 
roughreeve  of  Manchester,  and 


have  repeatedly  acted  as  special 
constable.  I  did  so  on  the  l6th 
of  August.  I  was  apprised  of  the 
state  of  the  public  mind  for  some 
time  before  the  l6th.  I  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  a  general  expectation 
prevailed  among  the  people  coming 
to  the  meeting,  that  some  very  im¬ 
portant  event  would  occur  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  that  the 
plunder  of  the  town,  or  a  scramble 
for  property,  would  be  afforded 
them.  My  observations  were  prin¬ 
cipally  confined  to’ the  straggling 
parties  coming  in  the  morning.  A 

f  eat  proportion  of  them  had  sticks. 

was  standing  on  the  steps  of  the 
portico  of  the  news-room  in  Mos- 
ley-street,  and  one  of  the  persons 
in  a  party  of  five  or  six,  said  he 
should  like  “  to  go  in  there  to  see 
the  inside  or  something  to  that 
effect.  The  reply  made  by  one  of 
his  companions  was,  “  have  a  bit 
of  patience ;  before  night  you  may 
do  so,  and  many  another  house.” 
I  proceeded  along  the  street,  and 
met  a  gentleman,  to  whom  I  men¬ 
tioned  the  circumstance.  We  mu¬ 
tually  smiled  ;  upon  which  I  was 
addressed  in  words  like  these — > 
“  You  have  had  your  way  long 
enough ;  it  will  be  our  turn  before 
night.”  I  heard  several  other  ex¬ 
pressions  of  a  similar  tendency, 
and  calculated  to  inspire  similar 
apprehensions.  In  consequence  of 
this  alarm,  I  took  precautions  for 
my  own  safety,  and  the  safety  of 
my  property. 

Mr.  S.  John  Smith.-— I  was  a 
special  constable  on  the  l6th  of 
August,  and  attended  very  near 
the  hustings  :  I  saw  several  per¬ 
sons  with  large  sticks.  Before  Mr. 
Hunt  arrived,  I  observed  a  man  in 
a  flannel  jacket  close  before  me, 
and  he,  looking  towards  the  spe¬ 
cial  constables,  said,  “  T  here  won’t 
be  many  of  those  white-neckcloth 
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gentry  in  an  hour  ;”  another  said, 
“  They  will  soon  see  what  they  have 
brought  on  themselves ;”  he  spoke 
it  in  the  broad  Lancashire  dialect. 
Some  of  the  people  shouldered  their 
sticks,  and  some  waved  them  at 
intervals,  as  if  they  were  rejoicing; 
I  took  up  and  examined  several  of 
the  large  sticks,  and  some  of  them 
had  a  mark  on  them,  as  if  some¬ 
thing  had  been  screwed  on  them  ; 
I  felt  very  great  alarm  for  the 
safety  of  the  town. 

Mr.  F.  Phillips. — I  reside  near 
Manchester ;  I  am  a  merchant  and 
manufacturer  there ;  my  attention 
was  attracted  by  the  crowds  of 
people  who  were  going  to  Man¬ 
chester  on  the  l6th :  the  party 
that  I  met  at  Hardwick-green, 
about  a  mile  and  half  from  Man¬ 
chester,  consisted  of  about  1,500 
persons ;  they  marched  without 
music,  but  with  perfect  regularity ; 
I  saw  a  great  number  of  sticks; 
some  as  thick  as  my  wrist ;  I  saw 
one  apparently  as  thick  as  my 
wrist,  with  green  bark  as  if  newly 
cut.  The  man  who  had  it  carried 
it  on  his  shoulder;  he  observed 
that  I  was  looking  at  him ;  he  put 
his  other  hand  to  it  and  shook  it  at 
me  in  a  threatening  manner.  I  ob¬ 
served  another  large  party  enter 
St.  Peter’s-field ;  a  number  of 
them  were  distinguished  by  a 
green  leaf  in  their  hats,  another 
part  had  a  white  badge  in  their 
hats ;  from  the  appearance  of  the 
meeting,  I  expected  that  Manches¬ 
ter  would  not  exist  as  Manchester 
that  night;  and  I  am  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  if  a  bolder  commander 
had  been  at  their  head,  such  as 
Thistlewood,  that  would  have  been 
the  case.  In  my  judgment,  the 
danger  was  averted  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  magistrates,  and  the  co-ope- 
raticn  of  the  military  in  aid  of  the 
civil  power.  I  heard  a  great  num¬ 


ber  of  expressions  from  the  mob, 
one  I  remember-— a  man,  like  one 
of  the  witnesses,  was  addressing  a 
little  group  round  him ;  he  said  to 
his  companions,  u  it  will  soon  be 
settled;  and  when  our  strength 
and  numbers  are  known,  people  of 
consequence  will  join  us.” 

Lieut.  F.  Buckley.— I  am  an 
officer  in  the  15th  hussars.  I  was 
in  captain  Carpenter’s  troop  on  the 
16th  of  August.  We  halted  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Buxton’s  house.  The 
Manchester  yeomanry  appeared 
very  much  dispersed  amongst  the 
crowd  at  that  time,  so  that  they 
could  not  act  as  a  body.  They 
appeared  to  be  jammed  in.  To 
enable  them  to  get  out  of  the 
crowd,  I  considered  it  necessary 
that  other  military  force  should 
go  to  their  assistance.  We  were 
ordered  to  u  front  and  forward.” 
We  accordingly  proceeded  forward. 
The  mass  of  people  was  so  great, 
that  I  thought  it  proper  to  urge 
my  mare  as  fast  as  I  could  ;  com¬ 
ing  in  contact  with  the  people,  she 
fell,  and  I  with  her.  The  persons, 
with  whom  I  came  in  contact, 
stood  as  if  determined  to  (oppose 
the  body  then  advancing.  As  soon 
as  I  disentangled  myself  from  my 
mare,  and  raised  her,  I  mounted 
and  galloped  to  the  Peter-street 
side  of  the  Meeting-house;  several 
of  the  mob  had  fronted  to  the 
military.  I  heard  cries  of— cc  pelt 
them,  pelt  them ;”  and  I  saw  se¬ 
veral  showers  of  missiles  at  the 
same  time.  The  greater  part  of 
the  people  were  behind  the  breast¬ 
work  of  a  wall ;  I  thought  this  act 
denoted  a  resistance  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  ;  there  was  a  great  number 
of  persons  in  the  Meeting-house 
yard;  I  endeavoured  to  get  into 
the  yard,  but  found  it  impractica¬ 
ble.  I  encountered  a  man,  who 
had  in  his  hand  what  appeared  to 
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me  to  be  an  iron  hoop  doubled  to¬ 
gether  ;  to  defend  myself  I  struck 
at  him — he  fell,  but  my  sword 
struck  him  slightly ;  this  was  after 
he  attempted  to  strike  me ;  several 
were  flying,  but  this  man  stood 
his  ground. 

Lieut.  C.  R.  O’Donnell. — I  am 
a  lieutenant  in  the  1 5th  hussars ; 
on  my  arrival  on  the  ground  on 
the  16th  of  August,  there  was  a 
temporary  halt  for  the  purpose  of 
forming ;  we  then  advanced.  The 
station  which  I  occupied  led  me 
towards  the  Peter-street  side  of  the 
Meeting-house.  After  I  had  passed 
the  Meeting-house,  a  man  made  a 
blow  at  me  with  an  iron  bar  or 
railing,  similar  to  those  in  the  front 
of  houses;  I  warded  it  off  with 
my  sword. 

Lieut.  J.  Mf Alpine. — I  was  a 
lieutenant  in  the  15th  on  the  16th 
of  August ;  we  received  the  word 
to  advance,  almost  immediately 
after  we  formed  on  the  ground ;  in 
our  advance  I  saw  one  of  the  yeo¬ 
manry  lying  on  the  ground  appa¬ 
rently  senseless ;  I  observed  a  man 
on  foot  walking  near  him,  he  had 
a  small  knife  open  in  his  hand; 
the  blade  appeared  to  be  about 
three  inches  in  length,  half  an  inch 
broad,  and  sharp  at  the  point. 

Wm.  Rook.  —  I  was  a  private 
in  captain  Wliiteford’s  troop,  on 
the  1 6th  of  August;  I  advanced 
with  the  rest  of  the  troop, 
and  was  attacked  by  one  of  the 
crowd ;  the  instrument  he  used 
was  in  the  form  of  a  gardeners 
hook ;  it  had  iron  at  the  end.  It 
was  a  short  stock,  about  the  length 
of  my  arm,  he  struck  at  me  just 
at  the  end  of  the  saddle-flap,  close 
in  the  flank.  A  yeomanry  cavalry 
man  said  to  me.  “  Dragoon,  if 
you  don’t  take  care,  your  horse’s 
entrails  will  fall  from  under  you.” 
I  looked  down,  to  see  what  condi¬ 


tion  my  mare  was  in  ;  and  I  saw 
the  blood  run  ;  I  tried  to  catch  the 
man,  but  he  escaped  under  the 
cavalry  man’s  horse’s  belly,  into 
the  crowd.  My  horse  was  cut 
from  the  end  of  the  saddle-flaps  to 
the  flank.  I  afterwards  went  to¬ 
wards  the  Quaker’s  Meeting-house; 
I  saw  one  of  the  yeomanry  cavalry 
there,  and  several  men  attacking 
him  with  a  pole;  they  knocked 
him  off  his  horse,  and  he  was  car¬ 
ried  into  a  house  insensible. 

Wm.  Carnell. — I  am  a  private 
in  the  15th  hussars,  in  captain 
Whiteford’s  troop;  I  advanced 
from  the  front  of  Buxton’s  house 
towards  the  hustings;  as  we  ad¬ 
vanced,  I  received  a  blow  on  the 
thigh ;  before  I  got  to  the  hust¬ 
ings,  my  horse  received  a  blow  on 
the  head ;  the  nose  band  of  the 
bridle  appeared  to  have  been  cut 
by  a  sharp  instrument;  at  this 
time,  our  troop  had  been  separated 
by  the  thickness  of  the  crowd  ;  I 
saw  a  great  quantity  of  stones 
thrown  by  the  mob  at  the  military; 
I  received  a  blow  from  one  just 
below  the  eye.  As  I  rode  towards 
the  Meeting-house,  I  saw  a  pistol 
fired  out  of  the  yard  ;  I  also  saw 
a  pistol  fired  from  a  house  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  ground. 

T.  Barnes. — I  was  a  serjeant  in 
the  Manchester  yeomanry  cavalry 
on  the  16th  of  August;  I  was 
attached  to  captain  Withington’s 
troop.  We  followed  the  hussars 
and  went  close  up  with  them  as  one 
of  their  troops.  I  was  captain 
Withington’s  covering  serjeant,  and 
did  not  leave  him. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Hullock  here  closed 
the  case  on  the  part  of  the  defence. 

Mr.  Blackburne  replied  at  great 
length. 

Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  began  at 
'20  minutes  before  4  o’clock  to 
charge  the  jury.  This  was  an 
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action,  said  his  lordship,  brought 
by  the  plaintiff,  Redford,  against 
four  persons,  one  of  whom,  Birley, 
was  captain  of  a  troop  of  the  Man¬ 
chester  yeomanry ;  another  was  an 
officer  of  a  different  troop  of  the 
same  corps ;  a  third  was  a  private, 
named  Oliver,  and  the  fourth  was 
Meagher,  a  trumpeter ;  and  the 
action  sought  to  recover  compensa¬ 
tion  for  an  injury  which  Redford 
alleged  he  had  sustained  by  an 
assault  of  the  said  defendants,  on 
the  1 6th  of  August,  1819^  at  Man¬ 
chester.  The  jury  had  heard, 
that  the  defendants  were  yeo¬ 
manry,  and  the  law  made  this  dis¬ 
tinction  in  such  cases — that  if  the 
yeomanry  went  among  the  people 
on  that  day,  by  command  of  the 
civil  magistracy,  and  to  execute  a 
lawful  purpose,  and  that  one  of 
them,  while  so  engaged,  committed 
an  un  lav/ful  act,  then  the  others 
being  lawfully  employed,  and  not 
participating  in  the  unlawful  act 
of  one  of  their  party,  were  not 
answerable  for  his  conduct.  But 
if  they  went  in  a  body  to  do,  not 
a  lawful,  but  an  unlawful  act, 
then  all  were  by  the  law  held  re¬ 
sponsible,  their  original  intent 
being  alike  illegal.  Even  in  the 
latter  case,  however,  if  one  of  the 
party  separate  from  the  rest,  did 
an  act,  not  in  pursuance  of  the  com¬ 
mon  design,  then  the  others  were 
not  involved  in  his  particular  guilt. 
In  the  defence,  it  was  contended 
that  the  meeting  of  the  l6th  of 
August,  18 19,  was,  if  not  actually 
riotous  according  to  law,  at  least 
what  was  denominated  a  riotous 
meeting,  and  one  which  might  be¬ 
come  riotous  if  permitted  to  carry 
its  object  into  effect ;  and  that  the 
yeomanry  were  called  in  to  dis¬ 
perse  such  meeting  by  the  order  of 
the  magistracy.  There  were  other 
parts  of  the  pleas  which  led  to  a 


great  deal  of  evidence — namely, 
that  there  existed  a  previous  sedi¬ 
tious  conspiracy  to  excite  discon¬ 
tent  in  the  minds  of  the  king’s 
subjects,  and  that  divers  persons 
were  at  that  meeting  engaged  in 
the  designs  of  the  conspirators.  As 
to  what  constitutes,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  an  illegal  assembly,  he 
could  not  explain  the  point  more 
clearly,  than  it  was  laid  down  by 
his  learned  coadjutor  (Mr.  Justice 
Bayley)  at  a  former  trial  in  York. 
In  the  first  place,  a  riot  consisted 
of  three  or  more  persons  unlawfully 
meeting  together,  with  or  without 
cause  of  quarrel,  so  as  to  endanger 
the  king’s  peace.  A  riotous  as¬ 
sembly  was,  where  the  parties  met 
for  a  common  purpose,  intending 
to  do  something  in  a  riotous  man¬ 
ner,  but  yet  not  remaining  long 
enough  to  accomplish  it.  An  un¬ 
lawful  assembly  was  any  meeting 
convened  under  such  circumstances, 
as  the  law  could  not,  with  safety 
to  the  public,  allow.  Then  to  as¬ 
certain  how  far  this  meeting  of  the 
l6th  of  August  came  within  any 
of  these  descriptions,  they  must 
look  at  the  mode  and  manner  of  its 
assembling — what  were  all  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  preceding  and  attend¬ 
ing  its  organization— -who  were  the 
leaders  who  brought  the  divisions 
to  the  meeting — what  were  the 
banners,  and  how  the  bearers  of 
them  conducted  themselves  on  that 
occasion, — who  had  been  drilled, 
and  what  was  the  apparent  object  of 
that  drilling.  The  learned  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  had  truly  said, 
that  drilling  might  be  innocent ; 
but  was  it  so  here?  If  the  object 
of  it  were  so  to  arrange  the  parties 
at  the  meeting,  as  to  secure,  by  a 
confidence  in  their  own  numbers, 
an  attention  to  the  speeches  to  be 
then  made,  and  having  the  ulti¬ 
mate  object  of  attaining  the  com- 


APPENDIX  TO  CHRONICLE. 


395 


lete  purpose  they  had  in  view 
y  a  demonstration  of  their  strength, 
then  such  a  meeting,  so  got  toge¬ 
ther,  was  clearly  illegal.  If  from 
the  general  appearance  and  all  the 
accompanying  circumstances  of  that 
meeting,  it  excited  reasonable 
grounds  of  alarm  and  apprehen¬ 
sion,  then  it  was  unlawful;  all 
persons,  attending  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  evince  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  co-operate  in  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  its  object,  were  alike  cri¬ 
minal  ;  and  it  became  the  bounden 
duty  of  those  who  were  sworn  to 
keep  the  peace,  to  take  such  steps 
as  were  calculated  to  avert  from 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  the  ap¬ 
prehended  mischief.  It  might  be, 
that,  had  they  refrained  from  doing 
so,  they  would  have  incurred  (as 
Kennett,  lord  mayor  of  London 
had,  in  the  year  1780)  a  criminal 
prosecution. 

The  learned  judge  then  enu¬ 
merated  the  different  heads  of  the 
evidence,  and  commented  upon  the 
previous  drilling  of  parties  .who 
had  been  seen  at  the  meeting — 
their  assault  on  the  constable,  and 
on  Murray — their  hissing  before 
the  latter’s  house  when  marching 
into  Manchester — their  hooting 
before  the  Exchange,  and  again  at 
the  soldiery. 

At  six  o’clock,  the  jury  retired 
for  about  six  minutes,  and  then 
returned  with  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants. 


Motion  for  a  New  Trial. 

In  the  following  term  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial  was  made  in  the 
court  of  King’s-bench  ;  and,  after 
elaborate  argument,  was  refused. 
On  the  2nd  of  May  the  judges  de¬ 
livered  their  opinion  on  it  seriatim. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said. 


that  it  was  perfectly  clear,  that 
there  was  no  pretence  whatever  for 
the  motion.  The  first  ground  on 
which  it  had  been  rested,  -was,  that 
evidence  of  other  acts  of  wound¬ 
ing  committed  by  the  defendants 
in  different  parts  of  the  field  had 
been  rejected.  Here  it  was  to  be 
observed,  that  as  proof  was  only 
offered,  connecting  one  of  four  de¬ 
fendants  with  the  injury  sustained 
by  the  plaintiff,  it  was  material 
for  him  to  show,  that  all  were  con¬ 
cerned  in  one  illegal  purpose,  and 
it  was  also  material  for  him  to 
prove  the  peaceable  character  of 
the  meeting  in  order  to  anticipate 
the  special  grounds  of  defence;  for 
these  purposes  it  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  give  general  evidence  of 
the  conduct  of  each  party  ;  and  all 
such  general  evidence  was  receiv¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  was  quite  immaterial 
to  those  points,  whether  A  had 
been  struck  by  B,  C,  or  any  other 
individual.  Had  the  counsel  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  judge  some  distinct 
reason,  why  proof  of  a  specific  in¬ 
jury  should  be  received  as  throw¬ 
ing  light  on  the  general  question, 
he  would  have  exercised  his  judg¬ 
ment  upon  it,  and  would  have 
taken  a  note  of  the  precise  ground 
on  which  it  was  offered ;  but  it 
would  be  of  the  greatest  mischief, 
if  verdicts  were  set  aside,  because 
counsel  afterwards  suggested,  for 
the  first  time,  that  evidence,  appa¬ 
rently  irrelevant,  might  have  some 
possible  bearing  on  the  matter  in 
issue.  But  in  this  case  there  was 
nothing  even  suggested,  to  show 
that  a  different?-  course  should  have 
been  adopted.  The  second  ground 
relied  on  was,  that  improper  evi¬ 
dence  had  been  received  ;  and  this 
evidence  was  of  two  classes — the 
first  consisted  of  the  matters  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  meeting,  and  of  the 
antecedent  alarm  ;  and  the  other 
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of  the  conversations  of  unknown 
parties  respecting  its  object.  Now 
the  pleas  charged,  that  the  meeting 
was  riotous  and  unlawful,  and  that 
it  was  the  result  of  a  conspiracy ; 
and  surely,  with  reference  to  these 
pleas,  all  the  antecedent  sayings 
and  actings  of  its  promoters  were 
material.  Surely  it  was  important 
to  show,  that  the  person  who  was 
to  preside  at  this  meeting,  and 
whose  appearance  was  hailed  by 
so  tremendous  a  shout,  had  ex¬ 
cited  certain  irritations  on  former 
visits,  and  to  trace  from  day  to 
day  all  that  occurred  between  his 
first  arrival  and  his  last.  And  a 
fortiori,  the  declarations  of  persons 
going  to  the  meeting,  or  towards 
the  meeting,  were  evidence  to 
show  its  character ;  for,  by  what 
other  means  could  it  be  proved 
that  its  apparent  object  was  not  its 
real  object,  as  in  every  case  the 
design  openly  professed  would  be 
legal  ?  Those  who  attended  such 
a  meeting,  indeed,  would  doubt¬ 
less  be  actuated  by  different  mo¬ 
tives;  some  by  mere  curiosity; 
others  by  a  real  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  reform ;  others  by  the 
desire  for  immediate  mischief ;  and 
others,  not  contemplating  imme¬ 
diate  violence,  but  looking  forward 
to  the  time,  when  those  who  had 
been  drilled  should  advance  one 
little  step  in  their  military  educa¬ 
tion,  and  meet  with  those  arms 
which  they  had  been  so  well  train¬ 
ed  to  use.  But,  at  all  events,  the 
language  of  persons  going  towards 
such  a  meeting,  was  evidence  tend¬ 
ing  to  show  the  spirit  which  ac¬ 
tuated  the  mass  of  the  assembly, 
and  the  evils  which  might  result 
from  its  proceedings.  The  third 
ground  of  the  application  was, 
that  the  learned  judge  had  misdi¬ 
rected  the  jury ;  and  one  alleged 
instance  of  this  misdirection  was. 


that  he  had  put  it  to  them,  as  a 
question  for  their  consideration, 
whether  there  was  sufficient  proof 
that  the  plaintiff  was  really  wound¬ 
ed.  This  he  was  bound  so  to  put 
to  them ;  the  point  was  pressed  by 
the  counsel  for  the  defendants ; 
and  when  he  heard  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  statement  of  the  witness 
Prestwick — when  he  found  that 
no  surgeon,  no  nurse,  no  friend, 
who  had  seen  the  wound,  was  call¬ 
ed — when  he  perceived  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  availed  himself  of 
the  fund  subscribed  for  the  relief 
of  the  wounded — he  would  have 
neglected  his  duty,  if  he  had  not 
submitted  the  point  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  jury.  Another  part  of 
the  charge  complained  of  was,  that 
the  judge  had  said,  that  if  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  acting  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities  in  the  execution  of 
the  warrant,  they  were  entitled  to 
an  acquittal :  and  so  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  were.  Again  it  was 
objected,  that  the  jury  were  told, 
that  if  they  believed  the  charge  of 
conspiracy,  they  must  find  for  the 
defendants ;  and  surely,  if  the 
meeting  were  the  result  of  a  con¬ 
spiracy  to  overthrow  the  govern¬ 
ment,  it  might  rightly  be  dispers¬ 
ed  ;  and  this  conspiracy  was  to  be 
inferred  from  many  acts,  one  of 
which  was  that  drilling,  in  which  the 
plaintiff  himself  was  a  sharer.  The 
contradictory  evidence  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  by  whom  the  first  assault  was 
made,  was  submitted  to  the  jury 
in  the  most  fair,  and  correct,  and 
humane  manner  by  the  learned 
judge.  The  last  ground  offered 
for  a  new  trial  was,  that  the  ver¬ 
dict  was  against  evidence ;  and 
really  it  had  excited  some  surprise, 
that  the  zeal  of  any  gentleman  at 
the  bar  should  have  led  him  to 
take  such  a  position.  There  was 
ample  proof  of  previous  preparation 
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fbr  tlie  meeting-— of  drillings,  at 
which  spectators  were  maltreated, 
and  one  was  compelled  to  take  an 
unlawful  oath — that  the  party 
went  out  of  their  way  to  insult 
the  man  whom  they  had  previously 
assaulted — that  they  marched  to  the 
place  of  assembly  with  banners, 
with  caps  of  liberty,  with  mottoes, 
not  merely,  as  had  been  said,  of 
fine  high-sounding  words,  but  ma¬ 
nifesting  a  formal  purpose  to  over¬ 
awe  the  civil  authorities  by  a  show 
of  numbers,  and  to  terrify  them 
from  the  exertion  of  their  powers. 
But,  happily  for  Manchester — 
happily  for  the  country,  the  magis¬ 
trates  were  not  intimidated,  but 
acted  with  a  spirit  and  resolution, 
for  which  all  the  neighbourhood 
owed  them  gratitude.  Many  pre¬ 
sent  were  old  enough  to  remember 
the  riots  in  London,  and  the  mis¬ 
chiefs  which  ensued  from  the  tardy 
exertion  of  justice.  Had  these 
efforts,  which  were  made  on  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day,  been  put 
forth  on  the  first,  very  little  of  the 
enormous  evil  would  have  been 
effected.  At  Manchester,  the  ma¬ 
gistrates,  acting  from  a  wise  dis¬ 
cretion,  granted  a  warrant,  which 
the  peace  officers  declared,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  execute 
without  military  aid  ;  what  other 
course  could  they  then  pursue,  but 
to  summon  that  aid  ?  They  had 
exercised  their  lawful  powers  with 
a  firmness,  a  temper,  and  a  wis¬ 
dom  (and  he  would  not  say  this,  if 
the  contrary  had  not  been  asserted) 
which  entitle  them,  instead  of  re¬ 
prehension,  to  the  thanks  of  their 
neighbourhood,  and  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 

The  other  judges  concurred, 
each  entering  into  the  details  of 
the  argument. 


Court  op  King’s-bench,  Guild¬ 
hall,  April  IS. 

The  Constitutional  Asso¬ 
ciation. — The  King,  v.  Charles 
Murray,  sir  John  Sewell,  Longue - 
ville  Clarke,  and  Joseph  Budworth 
Sharpe.— 

Messrs.  Scarlett,  Denman,  and 
Evans,  appeared  as  counsel  for  the 
prosecution ;  and  Messrs.  Gurney, 
Tindall,  and  Adolphus,  for  the  de¬ 
fendants. 

The  indictment  alleged,  that  the 
defendants,  being  evil  disposed 
persons,  and  designing  to  usurp 
several  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
king,  and  to  bring  them  into  con¬ 
tempt,  to  subvert  public  justice 
and  the  liberties  of  the  realm,  and 
to  oppress  certain  individuals,  and 
to  extort  from  them  money,  goods, 
and  chattels,  did  conspire  to 
threaten  to  indict,  and  to  indict, 
divers  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  for 
the  publication  of  pretended  sedi¬ 
tious  and  treasonable  libels,  they 
(the  defendants)  not  being  person¬ 
ally  aggrieved  by  the  pretended 
libels,  nor  being  required  to  give 
evidence  respecting  them,  nor 
holding  any  office  under  the  crown  ; 
and  also,  that  they  conspired  to 
extort  money,  goods,  and  chattels 
from  certain  persons,  under  colour 
and  pretence  of  abstaining  from 
further  proceeding  against  them, 
and  for  so  abstaining  from  proceed¬ 
ing.  There  were  various  overt  acts 
of  the  conspiracy  laid  in  several 
counts.  There  was  also  a  count 
for  administering  an  unlawful 
oath  ;  counts  for  extortion  without 
laying  the  conspiracy  ;  and  a  count 
for  improperly  compounding  pro¬ 
secutions  to  the  prejudice  of  public 
justice. 

James  Atkinson  gave  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evidence:— I  am  a  book- 
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seller,  and  live  in  London-road,  St. 
George’s-fields.  On  the  23rd  of 
March  last  year,  I  was  arrested,  at 
about  5  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  taken  first  to  Serjeants’  Inn 
coffee-house,  and  afterwards  to 
Kemp’s  Lock-up-house,  in  Serle’s- 
place,  where  I  passed  the  night. 
The  next  day,  I  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  lord  chief  justice  at  his 
chambers.  I  was  then  accompa¬ 
nied  by  my  bail,  Mr.  Bradshaw 
and  Mr.  Fussey,  and  found  Mr. 
Murray,  and  Mr.  Gibbons,  the 
officer  who  had  taken  me  into  cus¬ 
tody.  Gibbons  said,  that  he  knew 
me  and  my  bail,  and  the  lord  chief 
justice  observed,  that  he  saw  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  their  being  immediately 
taken.  Mr.  Murray  said,  that  he 
must  have  48  hours  notice  of  bail. 
His  lordship  said,  that  he  thought 
no  notice  was  necessary ;  and  that, 
if  any  were  required,  24  hours  no¬ 
tice  would  suffice.  Mr.  Murray  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  prosecutor  must  have 
48  hours  notice,  and  on  this  I  was 
committed  to  Horsemonger-lane 
gaol.  I  went  to  prison  with  Mr. 
Gibbons  in  a  hackney-coach,  the 
fare  of  which  I  paid  myself.  I  re¬ 
mained  five  days  in  the  gaol;  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  on  a  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  I  went  to  Union- 
hall,  when  I  entered  into  recogni¬ 
zances,  and  was  set  at  liberty  after 
paying  1 4.v.  as  a  fee.  On  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  Thursday  after  my  li¬ 
beration,  I  was  at  a  stationer’s  in 
Wood-street,  when  Mr.  Murray, 
and  a  person  whom  I  have  heard 
was  Mr.  Clarke  (the  witness  was 
mistaken  in  the  name)  but  whom  I 
do  not  know  to  be  so  named,  came 
in,  and  said  that  they  had  been  at 
my  house  after  me.  I  went  with 
them  in  a  hackney-coach  to  my 
house.  Murray  said,  that  I  must 
give  up  all  the  political  books  I 
had,  and  sign  an  agreement  to  sell 


no  more  in  future.  I  said  that  1 
had  none ;  they  said  that  I  had, 
and  that  they  would  drive  the 
coach  to  the  door  of  the  house, 
where  they  would  be  found.  They 
checked  the  coach  at  the  door  of  a 
man  named  Baker ;  I  said  they 
were  not  there,  but  at  Mr.  Fussey ’s 
to  whom  1  had  given  them  as  waste 
paper.  We  went  to  Mr.  Fussey’s, 
and  brought  the  papers  from  thence 
to  my  house.  There  was  among 
them  one  copy,  and  only  one,  of 
Carlile’s  New  Year’s  Address  to 
the  Reformers,  on  which  the  pro¬ 
secution  was  founded.  They  were 
taken  into  my  parlour  and  unpack¬ 
ed,  when  the  parties  said,  that  they 
were  all  violently  seditious,  and 
some  very  nearly  approaching  to 
high  treason.  Murray  and  the 
other  gentleman  said,  that  King¬ 
ston  assizes  were  at  hand ;  they 
would  go  there  and  prefer  a  bill,  on 
which  I  should  most  probably  be 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  two 
years  imprisonment  and  a  heavy 
fine.  In  consequence  of  what  they 
said,  I  gave  up  all  the  papers, 
which  they  packed  up  and  took  in 
a  coach  accompanied  by  Bradshaw. 
The  next  morning  about  7  o’clock, 
before  I  was  up,  a  person  came  on 
horseback  to  my  house,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  a  message.  In  consequence  of 
this  message,  I  went  with  Brad¬ 
shaw  to  ther  lord  chief  justice’s 
chambers  in  Serjeants’  Inn,  where 
we  met  Mr.  Murray.  He  showed 
me  the  list  of  the  books  taken  from 
me,  and  asked,  if  they  were  all  I 
had  ?  I  said  yes ;  he  said  I  must 
make  an  affidavit  of  it,  which  I 
accordingly  did.  As  we  were  com¬ 
ing  along  Fleet-street  towards  my 
house,  we  met  the  person  who  had 
called  at  my  house  in  the  morning, 
and  I  observed  to  Mr.  Murray, 
that  the  sum  of  18/.  1 6s.  8d.,  which 
he  had  demanded,  was  a  very  ex- 
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orbitant  charge.  Mr.  Murray  said, 
t(  he  could  not  help  it ;  that  was 
the  sum  of  the  expenses  incurred, 
and  that  must  he  paid.”  I  told  him, 
that  I  could  not  afford  to  pay  it ; 
he  said  he  would  take  off  the  odd 
shillings,  which  I  replied  would 
be  of  no  use.  He  then  offered  to 
take  15/.,  on  which  we  parted. 
Nothing  before  this  had  been  said 
to  me  about  the  expenses.  I  then 
went  with  Bradshaw  to  the  office  of 
the  association  in  Bridge- street, 
where  the  committee  was  sitting. 
We  went  up  stairs,  and  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  committee  room, 
where  there  were  a  number  of  gen¬ 
tlemen,  whom  I  did  not  personally 
know,  except  Mr.  Sharpe ;  but  I 
heard  one  addressed  as  sir  John 
Sewell,  and  another  as  Mr.  Clarke. 

I  explained  the  business  on  which 
we  came,  and  Mr.  Sharpe  said,  they 
could  say  nothing  till  Mr.  Murray 
came,  and  asked  us  to  walk  into 
another  room  and  wait.  After 
waiting  in  the  next  room  more 
than  an  hour,  Mr.  Sharpe  came 
out,  and  told  us  Mr.  Murray  was 
arrived,  and  we  might  go  into 
the  committee.  We  returned  and 
found  Mr.  Murray  there  with  the 
others,  and  sir  John  Sewell  in  the 
chair.  After  some  observation 
from  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Mur-, 
ray,  they  said  they  had  looked  over 
the  books  and  caricatures,  and  they 
returned  me  a  dozen  caricatures,  as 
not  coming  within  the  scope  of 
their  proposals.  Sir  John  Sewell 
said,  that  the  committee,  taking 
into  consideration  my  imprison¬ 
ment,  my  giving  up  the  books,  and 
my  loss  of  time,  had  agreed  to 
take  5/.  towards  the  expenses.  I 
consented  to  pay  this  sum,  but  no 
particular  day  was  appointed  for 
its  payment.  I  then  went  away 
with  Bradshaw.  On  the  same  day 
I  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Mur¬ 
ray  which  I  have  not  with  me.  In 


consequence  of  this  note,  I  went 
on  the  same  day  or  the  following 
day,  to  Mr.  Murray’s  chambers, 
where  it  was  agreed  that  the  mo¬ 
ney  should  be  paid  on  the  Monday 
following.  The  next  day,  which 
was  Friday,  I  received  a  message 
from  Mr.  Murray,  and  went  to  his 
chambers  in  Shorter’ s-court.  I 
said,  that  as  the  money  was  to  be 
paid  on  Monday,  I  wondered  he 
should  insist  on  it  then.  He  said 
that  was  of  no  consequence,  the 
money  must  be  paid  then,  or  he 
should  proceed  as  at  first.  I  pro¬ 
mised,  in  consequence,  to  pay  it  in 
the  evening,  and  he  appointed  6 
o’clock  for  that  purpose,  when  1  at¬ 
tended  and  paid  it.  He  gave  me  a 
receipt.  QThe  receipt  was  then  put 
in  and  read.  It  was  intituled, 
“  In  the  King’s-bench  :  the  King 
on  the  prosecution  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tional  Association,  against  James 
Atkinson,”  and  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  5/.  as  part  of  the  costs 
of  a  prosecution  stayed  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  defendant.] 

Mr.  William  Bradshaw. — I  am 
a  stationer.  I  offered  myself  as 
bail  for  Mr.  Atkinson.  I  am  a  man 
of  substance,  and  sufficient  bail  for 
the  sum  required.  I  was  before 
the  lord  chief  justice  with  Atkin¬ 
son,  Gibbons  the  officer,  Fussey 
the  other  bail,  Mr.  Murray,  and  a 
tall  gentleman,  when  Gibbons  said 
he  thought  the  bail  sufficient. 
Mr.  Murray  replied  he  must  have 
48  hours  notice  of  bail.  I  remem¬ 
ber  nothing  else  which  passed,  but 
Atkinson  was  committed  to  Horse- 
monger-lane  gaol.  I  afterwards 
called  at  the  office  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  in  Bridge-street,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  saw  Mr.  Sharpe  several 
times.  I  told  him,  I  called  to  offer 
a  concession  on  the  subject  of  the 
indictments,  and  he  said  that  he 
would  make  a  report  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  when  they  sat,  and  let  me 
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know  their  decision.  1  afterwards 
received  a  note  from  Mr.  Sharpe, 
requesting  me  to  call  in  Bridge- 
street,  where  I  was  introduced  by 
him  to  the  committee.  I  called 
there  several  times  before  the  final 
settlement,  which  was,  that  the 
books  should  be  given  up,  and  51. 
paid  for  the  expenses.  Before  this, 
while  Atkinson  was  in  prison,  I 
saw  the  committee,  and  it  was 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Atkinson 
should  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
prosecution — that  was  the  idea 
given.  After  the  liberation  of 
Atkinson,  I  saw  Murray  in  Wood- 
street,  who  said  the  expenses 
would  be  between  18/.  and  iq/.  I 
went  to  represent  his  poverty  to 
the  committee.  On  the  wav  from 
Serjeants’  Inn,  I  applied  to  Murray 
to  take  less  ;  he  talked  about  tak¬ 
ing  off’  the  odd  shillings,  and  said 
that  it  was  of  no  use  to  take  up 
more  of  his  time,  as  it  would  only 
increase  the  expenses. 

Mr.  James  Baston.— -I  am  a 
student  keeping  my  terms  at 
Gray’s-inn.  I  know  Mr.  Robert 
Wardell  well,  and  remember  going 
on  his  behalf  a  little  before  Easter, 
in  last  year,  to  Mr.  Murray’s  house, 
in  John-street,  Bedford-row.  I 
first  applied  to  Mr.  Murray  not  to 
enforce  any  warrant  against  Mr. 
Wardell,  as  he  was  a  gentleman, 
and  not  likely  to  abscond.  Mr. 
Murray  said,  he  was  aware  that 
Mr.  Wardell  was  a  gentleman, 
and  that  he  would  not  enforce  any 
warrant  against  him.  Bail  was 
afterwards  given,  and  Mr.  War¬ 
dell,  in  fact,  never  was  taken  into 
custody.  I  then  made  a  request, 
that  the  proceedings  might  be 
stayed  on  Mr.  Wardell’s  suffering 
judgment  by  default,  and  coming 
up  for  judgment  in  case  any  thing 
objectionable  should  appear  in  his 
paper,  the  Statesman.  It  was 
ultimately  agreed  between  Mr. 


Murray  and  myself,  that  Mr.  War* 
dell  should  suffer  judgment  by  de¬ 
fault,  enter  into  recognizances  for 
his  good  behaviour  for  a  certain 
term,  and  pay  all  costs.  The  costs 
were  first  mentioned,  when  I  was 
leaving  Mr.  Murray,  who  said, 
“  Of  course  you  understand,  that 
Mr.  Wardell  is  to  pay  the  costs 
I  replied,  “  Of  course  I  do,”  and  I 
had  always  supposed  so,  although 
nothing  had  been  said  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  I  thought  so,  because  we 
were  asking  a  favour,  and  Mr. 
Wardell,  I  knew,  had  reasons  for 
disliking  a  public  discussion.  I 
was  present  afterwards,  when  Mr. 
Murray  said  the  costs  would  be 
561.  or  57/. ;  rny  impression  is, 
either  I  or  Mr.  Wardell  asked  for 
a  bill  of  the  costs.  Mr.  Murray 
said,  he  had  not  had  time  to  copy 
the  bills,  but  I  understood  that  he 
had  prepared  them.  Mr.  Wardell 
paid  the  money  asked,  which  he 
was  very  glad  to  do  from  the  par¬ 
ticular  situation  in  which  he  stood. 
He  thanked  Mr.  Murray  for  his  po¬ 
liteness,  and  thought  himself  very 
well  treated.  ' 

On  his  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Adolphus,  the  witness  said,  that 
Mr.  Wardell  was  not  in  court  to¬ 
day  ;  he  was  out  of  town ;  but, 
added  Mr.  Baston,  “  I  know  he 
disclaims  charging  Mr.  Murray 
with  any  extortion.” 

Thomas  Dolby,  examined  by 
Mr.  Denman. — I  am  a  bookseller 
in  the  Strand.  I  went  with  my 
attorney,  Mr.  Nettlefold,  several 
times  to  Mr.  Murray.  The  first 
time,  Mr.  Nettlefold  mentioned 
that  the  objectionable  publication 
had  been  discontinued,  before  the 
prosecution  began.  Mr.  Murray 
expressed  a  wish  to  get  at  the  ac¬ 
tual  author  of  the  article  indicted. 

I  stated  at  that  time,  and  I  then 
thought,  that  I  could  and  would 
give  up  his  name.  Mr.  Murray 
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give  up  his  name.  Mr.  Murray 
said,  that  he  was  disposed  to  stay 
proceedings  if  the  author  were 
given  up,  and  that  he  would  con¬ 
sult  the  committee ;  and  he  ap¬ 
pointed  another  meeting.  In  the 
interval,  I  ascertained  that  I  could 
not  give  up  the  actual  writer,  but 
I  offered  to  give  up  the  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  publication,  which 
was  a  work  published  every  fort¬ 
night,  called  "  The  Pasquin.”  He 
did  not  seem  to  think  this  sufficient, 
but  wanted  the  actual  writer.  In 
reply,  Mr.  Nettlefold  quoted  the 
case  of f<r  Wright  v.  Cobbett,”  where 
the  lord  chief  justice  had  laid  it 
down,  that  the  editor  and  proprietor 
of  a  work  were  equally  liable  to 
prosecution  with  the  author.  Mr. 
Murray  then  appeared  satisfied, 
said  he  would  consult  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  appointed  another 
meeting  at  his  house.  We  attended 
there  accordingly,  two  or  three 
days  after,  when  the  subject  was 
mentioned  again.  His  manner 
appeared  rather  queer  and  myste¬ 
rious  ;  but  at  last  he  drew  a  paper 
from  his  drawer  containing  his 
terms.  [it  being  sufficiently  as¬ 
certained  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Nettlefold  on  the  subject,  that  the 
paper  was  retained  by  Murray,  the 
witness  proceeded  to  state  its  con¬ 
tents.]]  The  terms  were,  that  I 
should  plead  guilty,  give  up,  on 
affidavit,  my  entire  stock  of  the 
offensive  publication,  sign  a  paper 
expressive  of  my  contrition,  which 
they  should  publish  as  they  thought 
proper,  and  enter  into  an  engage¬ 
ment,  not,  for  two  years,  to  sell 
any  publication  which  the  society 
should  deem  offensive  or  improper. 
I  said  that  I  thought  the  last  con¬ 
dition  oppressive,  and  begged  for 
some  little  time  to  consider  it.  I 
mentioned  Cobbett’s  Register,  and 
asked,  if  that  would  be  deemed  of- 
Vol.  LXIV. 


fensive  ?  Mr.  Murray  replied,  that 
he  could  not  undertake  to  say 
what  I  might  or  might  not  sell, 
but  I  must  take  care  to  sell  no¬ 
thing  seditious.  Another  condi¬ 
tion  mentioned  was,  that  I  should 
pay  all  expenses.  I  objected  to 
the  stipulation  respecting  the  two 
years,  as  placing  me  in  a  very  pain¬ 
ful  situation  during  that  period  ; 
but  Mr.  Murray  said,  that,  if  the 
society  were  satisfied  with  my  con¬ 
duct,  he  could  almost  undertake  to 
say,  that  I  should  be  exonerated  from 
it  at  the  expiration  of  six  months. 
At  this  stage  of  the  business,  a 
gentleman  put  his  head  in  at  the 
door ;  Mr.  Murray  went  out  to 
him,  and  continued  absent  about 
ten  minutes ;  on  his  return  he 
walked  up  and  down  the  room  as 
if  in  a  state  of  indecision,  put  his 
hand  two  or  three  times  to  his 
head,  and  said  he  was  sorry  the 
negotiation  had  gone  so  far,  as  it 
could  be  carried  no  farther. 

John  Lindsey  Turner. — I  am  a 
printer ;  I  remember  seeing  Mr. 
Murray  in  April  last,  about  a  pro¬ 
secution  pending  against  me.  I  went 
to  him  in  consequence  of  being  di¬ 
rected  to  do  so  by  the  late  aider- 
man  Roth  well,  then  treasurer  of 
the  association,  to  whom  I  had 
been  recommended  by  a  friend 
who  knew  him.  Mr.  Murray  said, 
that,  if  I  wished  to  have  the  pro¬ 
secution  stayed,  I  must  agree  to 
pay  the  costs ;  I  must  give  up  all 
my  publications,  which  might  be 
deemed  seditious ;  and  enter  into 
securities  to  perform  the  stipula¬ 
tions.  I  had  not  then  been  ar¬ 
rested.  I  asked  what  the  expenses 
would  be.  He  said  25l.  or  26L  I 
said,  I  thought  it  was  a  large  sum, 
and  I  would  consider  and  call  the 
next  day.  I  did  so,  and  then  said, 
that  I  thought  the  conditions  hard, 
as  I  had  only  sold,  and  not  origi- 
2  D 
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nally  published,  the  work.  He 
said,  if  I  had  not  published  that 
work,  I  had  published  others  nearly 
as  bad ;  to  which  I  replied,  that  I 
thought  it  was  strange  doctrine, 
that  I  should  be  punished  for  my 
own  publications  under  a  prosecu¬ 
tion  for  selling  those  of  another.  I 
then  went  away,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  arrested  by  a  tipstaff  and 
taken  to  Kemp’s  lock-up-house, 
where  I  remained  one  night;  the 
next  day  I  was  taken  to  the 
court  of  King’s-bench  at  West¬ 
minister,  and  admitted  to  bail.  I 
was  arrested  again  in  the  September 
following. 

Mr.  Richard  William  Hayward. 
—I  was  attorney  for  Mr.  Thelwall 
in  the  April  of  last  year.  On 
Friday  the  27th  of  that  month,  I 
addressed  a  letter,  by  his  desire,  to 
Mr.  Murray.  £The  letter  was 
read — -it  expressed  an  intention  of 
putting  in  bail  for  Mr.  Thelwall, 
and  requested,  that  he  might  not 
be  unnecessarily  harassed  by  the 
proceedings.]  To  this  letter  I  re¬ 
ceived  no  answer.  Mr.  Gibbons, 
the  tipstaff^  called  on  me  late  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  informed 
me,  that  he  had  a  warrant  against 
my  client.  It  was  then  too  late 
to  give  notice  of  bail,  but  on  Mon¬ 
day,  at  one  o’clock,  I  sent  my  clerk 
with  the  notice,  containing  the 
names  of  Mr.  Adams  and  sir  R. 
Phillips,  for  the  Wednesday  fol¬ 
lowing.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Murray 
until  Tuesday.  At  one  on  that 
day  I  attended  with  the  bail  at 
Mr.  Justice  Holroyd’s  chambers, 
but  Mr.  Murray  did  not  attend, 
and  his  lordship  appointed  a  meet¬ 
ing  that  evening  at  five  o’clock  at 
his  own  house.  There  we  all 
again  attended,  and  met  Mr.  Mur¬ 
ray,  who  objected  to  accepting  the 
bail,  because  48  hours  had  not 
elapsed  since  he  received  notice.  I 


then  stated,  in  the  presence  of  Mr* 
Murray,  that  I  had  sent  a  letter 
on  Friday  offering  bail,  to  which  I 
received  no  answer,  and  that  on 
Saturday  I  communicated  the 
names  of  the  bail  to  Gibbons  the 
officer.  Mr.  Justice  Holroyd  said, 
he  did  not  think  Mr.  Murray  ought 
to  object  to  the  want  of  notice. 
Mr.  Murray  then  examined  sir  R. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Adams  as  to 
their  sufficiency,  and  they  were  ad¬ 
mitted. 

Mr.  John  Thelwall.-— At  the 
time  when  the  indictment  was 
found  against  me,  I  resided  at 
Efffa-road,  North  Brixton.  The 
first  intimation  I  received  of  it 
was  by  a  paragraph  in  a  morning 
paper.  I  immediately  requested 
Mr.  Hayward  to  make  inquiry  as 
to  the  fact,  and  having  on  the  Fri¬ 
day  ascertained  it,  I  requested  him 
to  write  the  letter  to  Mr.  Murray, 
which  has  been  read.  I  remained 
the  whole  of  Friday  and  Saturday, 
except,  perhaps,  going  home  late 
at  night,  at  my  office  in  the  Strand. 
About  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  Monday,  I  was  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  by  a  person  from  Mr.  Gib¬ 
bons,  while  at  dinner  with  my  fa¬ 
mily  and  pupils.  I  walked  to 
town  in  custody,  the  officer  behav¬ 
ing  very  respectfully,  and  first 
went  to  my  office.  There  I  was 
informed  I  could  not  be  taken  be¬ 
fore  a  judge  that  evening,  and  was 
asked  where  I  would  go  ?  I  said,  I 
had  no  direction  to  give;  they 
must  do  with  me  as  they  pleased. 
They  took  me  to  a  lock-up-house 
in  Serle's-place,  where  I  remained 
that  night.  The  next  day  I  went 
with  my  bail  before  Mr.  Justice 
Holroyd,  but  Mr.  Murray  did  not 
attend.  In  the  evening,  at  five,  we 
went,  by  appointment,  to  Mr.  Jus¬ 
tice  Holroyd’s  house,  where  we 
met  Mr.  Murray.  I  complained 
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to  Mr.  Murray  that  lie  had  received 
notice  of  bail,  and  arrested  me  on 
the  same  day,  which  he  did  not 
deny.  He  objected  to  the  bail  for 
want  of  notice ;  but  the  objection 
was  discountenanced  by  the  judge, 
and  they  were  received.  1  was 
then  set  at  liberty. 

Examined  copies  of  two  indict¬ 
ments  against  Wardell,  of  one 
against  Dolby,  of  one  against  Tur¬ 
ner,  and  of  one  against  Thelwall, 
were  then  proved  and  handed  in 
to  the  officer.  One  of  those  against 
Wardell  contained  58  folios ;  the 
other  between  17  and  18  folios. 
The  indictment  against  Turner 
contained  19  folios  and  a  word. 

Mr.  Harmer  deposed,  that  he 
was  a  solicitor,  and  had  been  much 
engaged  in  prosecutions  in  the 
criminal  courts,  and  was  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  costs  of  criminal  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  expense  of  an  in¬ 
dictment  of  58  folios,  preferred  at 
the  sessions,  and  removed  into  the 
King’s-bench  by  certiorari ,  would 
be  20/. ;  of  an  indictment  from  17 
to  18  folios,  7/-  or  8/.  less,  and  of 
one  of  1  p  folios,  something  between 
both.  In  this  he  included  the  re¬ 
gular  profit  of  the  attorney,  and 
allowed,  on  the  two  indictments 
against  Mr.  Wardell,  51.  for  extra 
attendances  and  negotiations.  If 
there  were  no  indictment,  but 
only  an  affidavit,  warrant,  and  ar¬ 
rest,  5/.  would  be  a  liberal  allow¬ 
ance  ;  but  a  writ  of  certiorari  would 
increase  the  costs  3l.  more.  No 
counsel’s  fee  could  raise  the  ex¬ 
pense  to  18/. 

Mr.  Gurney  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  defendants. 

The  lord  chief  justice  in  his 
charge,  directed  the  jury  to  lay 
Mr.  Clarke  out  of  their  considera¬ 
tion,  as  there  was  no  evidence  at 
all  to  affect  him.  He  then  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  general  charge  of  a 


conspiracy  to  indict.  Undoubtedly, 
by  the  law  of  England  (though  in 
other  countries  and  in  some  parts 
of  the  British  dominions  it  was 
otherwise)  any  individual  might 
institute  a  prosecution  for  a  public 
wrong,  and  it  had  been  long  the 
practice  for  many  to  combine,  for 
the  security  of  a  neighbourhood, 
to  divide  the  expense  of  bringing- 
offenders  to  justice.  Although  the 
legality  of  the  Constitutional  As¬ 
sociation  was  not  to-day  in  issue, 
he  had,  since  he  was  aware  of  the 
prosecution,  made  it  his  business, 
as  it  was  his  duty,  to  look  into 
the  authorities  on  the  subject, 
and  he  had  found  not  even  a  single 
dictum  whence  he  could  infer,  that 
an  association  to  prosecute  libels 
was  unlawful.  But  the  members 
of  a  society  professing  a  laudable 
object  might  be  criminal,  if  they 
abused  its  power  to  corrupt  pur¬ 
poses.  Accordingly,  the  indict¬ 
ment  proceeded  to  charge  a  num¬ 
ber  of  acts  of  this  character.  The 
third  count  was  for  conspiring  to 
indict  with  a  view  to  extort  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  if  this  was  proved,  be¬ 
yond  all  question  it  was  a  heinous 
offence.  On  the  charge  of  admi¬ 
nistering  unlawful  oaths,  no  evi¬ 
dence  had  been  given.  The  learned 
judge  then  read  over  all  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  jury,  expressing  his 
opinion,  that  it  did  not  sustain  any 
of  the  charges,  but  intimating  that 
it  would  have  been  better,  if  Mr. 
Murray,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Thel¬ 
wall,  had  either  not  issued  a  war¬ 
rant,  or  had  forborne  to  enforce 
it  after  notice  of  bail,  whose  suffi¬ 
ciency  could  not  be  doubted.  On 
the  expediency  of  the  association 
they  were  not  required  to  decide  : 
if  he  were  to  give  his  own  opinion 
on  the  subject,  he  should  say,  that 
this  depended  almost  entirely  on 
the  manner  in  which  the  society 
2  D  2 
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was  conducted.  Fie  left  it  to  the 
jury  to  say,  by  their  verdict,  whe¬ 
ther  it  had  or  had  not  been  used 
by  the  defendants,  or  any  of  them, 
for  purposes  of  wicked  lucre  or  of 
oppression. 

The  jury  deliberated  in  their  box 
for  five  minutes,  and  then  retired 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  the 
close  of  which  they  returned,  and 
found  all  the  defendants — Not 
Guilty. 

The  foreman  said,  that  the  jury 
thought  Mr.  Murray’s  conduct  ra¬ 
ther  harsh  in  respect  of  Mr.  Thel- 
wall,  to  which  observation  the  lord 
chief  justice  assented. 


Court  of  King’s-bench. 

Saturday,  April  20. 

Waithman  v.  Weaver ,  Shackell , 
and  Arr ow smith. — Mr.  Campbell 
stated,  that  this  action  was  brought 
by  Rob.  Waithman,  esq.  to  recover 
damages  for  two  libels,  published 
by  the  defendants,  in  a  newspaper 
called  The  John  Bull,  imputing  to 
him,  that  he  had  received  stolen 
goods,  and  committed  perjury.  The 
defendants  had  pleaded,  that  they 
were  “  Not  Guilty.” 

Mr.  Scarlett  then  proceeded  to 
state  to  the  jury,  that  in  the  paper 
of  Sunday,  the  9th,  and  Monday, 
the  10th  September,  1821,  the  au¬ 
thor  thought  fit  to  suppose  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  common  council  as¬ 
sembled  to  investigate  the  claims 
of  Mr.  W aithman  to  the  mayoralty, 
who  was  first  examined  by  his 
friends,  and  then  cross-examined 
by  others.  The  examination  began 
thus : — 

“  You  are  a  sheriff'  of  Middlesex, 
Mr.  Waithman  ? — I  am. 

And  an  alderman  ? — I  am. 

“  And  a  linen-draper? — Yes. 

“  You  wish  to  be  lord  mayor 


next  year?-— That  is  my  present 
intention. 

“  You  were  once  in  parliament, 
I  believe  ? — 1  was. 

“  How  comes  it  you  are  not  in 
parliament  now  ? — I  really  cannot 
say. 

“  On  what  are  your  pretensions 
to  the  mayoralty  founded  ? — On 
my  general  conduct  as  a  man  and  a 
tradesman ;  my  principles  as  a  son, 
a  husband,  and  a  friend  ;  my  love 
of  liberty,  the  purity  of  election* 
Magna  Charta,  and  the  trial  by 
jury ;  my  constant  attention  to  the 
duties  of  my  present  office,  my 
zeal  for  the  rights  of  the  people* 
my  abhorrence  of  despotism,  my 
hatred  of  military  government,  all 
the  acts  of  my  political  life,  and, 
above  all,  my  esteem  for  injured 
innocence. 

“  Have  you  any  other  qualifica¬ 
tions  ?— -Some  few  more  which  I 
could  not  recapitulate  without  ap¬ 
pearing  vain. 

“  Has  any  gentleman  a  wish  to 
ask  Mr.  Waithman  any  questions  ? 
— Several. 

“  The  members  of  the  meeting 
proceeded  to  cross-examine  the 
candidate. 

ee  You  said  you  were  a  linen- 
draper,  I  believe  ? — Yes,  I  think  I 
did  ;  in  fact  I  did  say  so. 

"  A  wholesale  merchant  I  con¬ 
clude  ? — -No,  not  exactly ;  a  retail 
dealer. 

“  What,  am  I  to  understand  that 
you  are  the  retail  linen-draper,  who 
sells  contraband  goods  in  Fleet- 
street  ?— I  am  the  Robert  Waith¬ 
man,  who  sells  shawls  and  ban¬ 
danas. 

“  You  buy  them,  too,  I  believe, 
sometimes  ? — If  I  did  not,  I  could 
not  sell  them. 

“  I  am  not  quite  so  sure  of  that, 
sir,  [A  laugh.]  Pray,  do  you  re¬ 
collect  two  shawls  which  were  sold 
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lay  Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Co.  of 
Bond-street,  for  95  guineas,  to  a 
man,  for  which  he  gave  a  draft 
that  was  not  paid ;  and  do  you  re¬ 
collect  buying  the  shawls  of  this 
strange  man  the  same  evening,  and 
paying  him  the  next  morning  50  gui¬ 
neas  for  them ;  and  do  you  not  re¬ 
collect  that  the  matter  was  referred 
to  arbitration,  and  that  you  were 
obliged  to  give  the  shawls  back  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Co.  ? — I  do 
not  recollect  any  thing  about  it ; 
when  did  it  take  place  ? 

“  Do  not  you  remember,  in  the 
year  1808  ? — I  cannot  charge  my 
memory  with  any  thing  so  far 
back.” 

With  this  vague  answer  was  the 
matter  left  until  the  next  week, 
when  the  mock- examination  was 
continued,  and  the  subject  of  the 
shawls  thus  resumed.  Mr.  Waith- 
man  is  supposed  to  be  called  in, 
and  asked, 

“  Have  you  any  observation  to 
make  on  your  last  examination  ?-— 
I  would  merely  say  that  I  do  re¬ 
collect  the  circumstances  about 
Cooper’s  shawls,  and  that  I  saw  the 
propriety  of  returning  them,  after 
the  decision  of  Messrs.  Moorhall 
and  Kesteven. 

“  You  saw  the  propriety  of  re¬ 
turning  them  ? — I  did. 

“  But  you  withheld  them,  I  be¬ 
lieve  ? — I  did  as  long  as  I  could, 
because  the  decision  of  the  arbi¬ 
trators  was  not  written  on  stamped 
paper,  as  the  act  directs. 

“  And  you  think  there  was  no¬ 
thing  extraordinary  in  purchasing 
new  shawls  for  50  guineas,  at  night, 
of  a  stranger  ? — Nothing  ;  I  am 
by  no  means  particular  in  such 
cases. 

“  Did  you  know  the  shawls 
were  worth  more  than  50  guineas, 
when  you  bought  them? — I  am 
not  likely  to  have  given  more  than 
they  were  worth. 


“  Had  you  ever  seen  the  shawls 
before  ? — I  cannot  say. 

“  Did  you  know  that  they  were 


“  Had  you  not  sold  one  of  them 
to  Cooper  a  short  time  before  for 
SQL  ? — 'Why  yes  ;  I  believe  I  did  ; 
but  I  did  not  recollect  it  at  the  time. 

“  Did  not  your  young  man  in 
the  shop  say,  f  This  is  one  of 
Cooper’s  shawls,’  looking  at  one  of 
those  brought  you  for  sale  ? — -He 
might.  I  rather  think  he  did. 

“  And  as  you  did  not  pay  the 
man  who  brought  them  to  you  that 
night,  did  you  send  no  message  to 
Messrs.  Cooper  upon  the  subject  ? 
— I  did  not. 

“  Did  you  know  the  person 
who  brought  the  shawls  for  sale  ? 
— I  was  quite  convinced  he  was  a 
respectable  person,  which  quieted 
my  apprehensions. 

“  Oh  !  you  had  some  apprehen¬ 
sions  ? — Why,  if  I  had  apprehended 
the  person - 

“  You  would  have  done  your 
duty,  Mr.  Sheriff.  Do  you  know 
who  the  person  was  ? — 1  think  I 
have  heard. 

“  Was  it  not  Roberts,  who  has 
since  been  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
and  who  escaped  from  Cold  Bath- 
fields  House  of  Correction  ? — It 
might  have  been ;  but  I  trust  this 
committee  will  not  suspect  that  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with  him 
at  the  time.” 

But  this  was  not  all,  said  Mr. 
Scarlett.  The  libel  went  on  to 
make  a  distinct  charge  of  perjury. 
Mr.  Waithman  was  asked,  whether 
he  did  not  return  his  income  at 
60l.  while  carrying  on  his  present 
trade;  which  he  was  represented  as 
admitting  amidst  the  laughter  of 
the  spectators.  He  was  then  asked, 
“  Did  you  not  make  that  return 
on  oath  ?”  and  represented  as  re¬ 
plying  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  lord  chief  justice  here  ob¬ 
served.,  that  this  could  not  be  true, 
as  the  first  return  was  never  made 
on  oath. 

Mr.  Scarlett  assented ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  read  and  comment  on 
the  libel,  which  distinctly  imputed 
to  Mr.  Waithman,  that,  after  mak¬ 
ing  this  statement  on  oath,  he  was 
surcharged  800/.  per  annum ;  that 
he  never  appealed ;  but  that  he 
paid  the  tax  only  when  compelled 
by  process  of  law.  There  were 
many  other  questions  and  answers 
referring  to  subjects  long  ago  sa¬ 
tisfactorily  explained  to  the  world, 
but  they  were  framed  with  so 
much  ingenuity  as  not  to  form  a 
safe  ground  of  action.  On  these 
two  distinct  imputations,  there¬ 
fore,  of  receiving  stolen  goods  and 
of  peijury,  the  plaintiff  now  sought 
compensation  at  their  hands.  Who¬ 
ever  is  the  author  of  these  elabo¬ 
rate  calumnies,  said  Mr.  Scarlett, 
whether  his  vile  instruments  will 
ever  disclose  his  name,  I  know 
not;  but  you  will  teach  them, 
that  if  they  lend  themselves  to  this 
abominable  traffic,  they  must  bear 
all  its  consequences ;  you  will  feel 
that  no  compassion  is  due  to  those 
who  thus,  in  cold  blood,  assist  in 
the  circulation  of  libels  for  gain  ; 
nay,  that  they  are  baser  and  more 
wretched  even  than  the  authors,  as 
the  assassin  who  hires  out  his  arm 
for  half- a  -crown  has  less  excuse 
than  his  employer,  who  may  have 
some  human  passion  to  excite 
him. 

The  publication  of  the  libel  by 
the  defendants  was  proved. 

The  passages  charged  as  libellous 
were  then  read  by  Mr.  Abbott,  the 
counsel  for  the  defendants  waiving 
their  right  to  have  the  whole  of 
the  articles  read.  A  number  of 
the  “John  Bull”  of  August,  1821, 
was  also  put  in,  containing  an  affi¬ 
davit  of  Weaver,  that  between 


7,000  and  10,000  copies  of  the 
paper  had  been  sold  weekly  in  the 
preceding  month. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Vaughan  then  ad¬ 
dressed  the  jury  for  the  defend¬ 
ants.  This,  he  said,  was  not  a 
case  where  the  defendants  had 
pierced  the  shades  of  private  life, 
to  drag  an  individual  into  dis¬ 
graceful  notoriety ;  but  where 
they  had  attacked  a  person  seeking 
the  public  attention,  at  a  period 
when  the  public  mind  had  been 
greatly  infuriated  and  agitated, 
and  when  the  plaintiff  had  per¬ 
sonally  interfered  in  two  inquests, 
while  holding  an  office  essential  to 
the  public  peace — in  that  season 
of  excitement  and  heat,  the  de¬ 
fendants  thought  it  right  to  call 
the  public  attention  to  certain  facts, 
of  which  some  evidence  would  be 
given  to-day. 

The  lord  chief  justice. — What  is 
the  nature  of  the  evidence  which 
you  propose  to  give,  as  it  seems  to 
me  very  probable,  that  I  shall  en¬ 
tertain  great  doubts  whether  I 
ought  to  receive  it  ? 

Mr.  Seijeant  Vaughan. — I  sub¬ 
mit  that  I  have  a  right,  under  the 
general  issue,  to  give  evidence  of 
any  facts,  short  of  a  complete  jus¬ 
tification,  for  the  purpose  of  nega¬ 
tiving  the  presumption  of  malice. 

His  lordship  begged  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Vaughan  to  state  to  him  the 
substance  of  the  evidence  in  ques¬ 
tion,  but  to  do  so  privately,  that 
the  statement  might  not  operate  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  one.  A  con¬ 
versation  in  a  tone  inaudible  in 
court  accordingly  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  learned  serjeant  and  his 
lordship.  After  which. 

The  lord  chief  justice  rejected 
the  evidence,  leaving  the  counsel 
for  the  defendants,  if  they  should 
think  fit,  to  move  for  a  new  trial. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Vaughan  then  ad¬ 
mitted  that  a  verdict  must  pass  for 
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the  plaintiff :  but  the  jury,,  in  es¬ 
timating  the  damages,  would  con¬ 
sider  that  the  libel  did  not  arise 
from  personal  malice,  but  from  the 
warmth  of  political  zeal. 

The  lord  chief  justice  stated  to 
the  jury,  that  as  the  defendants 
had  not  accepted  the  opportunity 
offered,  of  proving  that  their  state¬ 
ments  were  true,  they  must  be  re¬ 
garded  as  false.  It  had  been  pro¬ 
posed  to  call  evidence,  indeed,  as 
to  alleged  circumstances,  not  spe¬ 
cified  in  any  plea ;  but  this  he  had 
refused  to  admit  for  this  plain  rea¬ 
son — that  it  is  incumbent  on  every 
man,  who  comments  on  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  another,  <  to  take  care 
that  he  states  no  more  than  he  can 
prove.  His  lordship  then  alluded 
to  the  first  four  counts  of  the  de¬ 
claration,  and  intimated  an  opinion 
that  the  charge  of  imputing  felony, 
specified  in  them,  was  not  sustained, 
and  directed  the  jury,  if  they 
thought  so,  to  find  a  verdict  for 
the  defendants  upon  them.  But 
the  charge  respecting  the  purchase 
of  the  shawls  was,  as  it  stood  by 
itself,  a  most  grave  one,  deeply  af¬ 
fecting  the  character  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  as  a  tradesman  and  a  man  of 
honesty.  The  other  charge  of 
perjury,  though  any  one  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  proceedings  must  at 
once  perceive  that  it  was  false — for 
no  oath  ever  was  taken,  unless  in 
case  of  an  appeal,  which  the  libel 
said  had  not  been  made — would 
appear  very  serious  to  persons  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  statute  under 
which  the  tax  was  collected. 

The  jury  retired  for  nearly  50 
minutes,  and,  on  their  return,  gave 
their  verdict  for  the  defendants  on 
the  first  four  counts,  and  for  the 
plaintiff  on  the  residue. — Damages 
500/. 


High  Court  of  Justiciary, 
Edinburgh,  June  10. 

Trial  of  Mr.  Stuart,  for  the 
Murder  of  Sir  Alexander  Boswell. 
—The  indictment  was  as  follows : 

“  James  Stuart,  clerk  to  the 
signet,  lately  residing  in  Charlotte- 
street,  of  Edinburgh,  you  are  in¬ 
dicted,  and  accused  at  the  instance 
of  sir  Wm.  Rae,  of  St.  Catharine’s, 
baronet,  his  majesty’s  advocate  for 
his  majesty’s  interest:  that,  albeit, 
by  the  laws  of  this  and  of  every 
other  well-governed  realm,  murder 
is  a  crime  of  a  heinous  nature,  and 
severely  punishable ;  yet;  true  it  is 
and  of  verity,  that  you  the  said 
James  Stuart  are  guilty  of  the  said 
crime,  actor,  or  art  and  part  7  in 
so  far  as  you  the  said  James  Stuart, 
having  conceived  malice  and  ill- 
will  against  the  late  sir  Alexander 
Boswell,  of  Auchinleck,  baronet, 
and  having  formed  the  unlawful 
design  of  challenging  the  said  sir 
Alexander  Boswell,  and  others  of 
the  lieges,  to  fight  a  duel  or  duels, 
you  did,  upon  the  9th,  or  one  or 
other  of  the  days  of  March,  1822, 
in  order  to  enable  you  the  better 
to  accomplish  your  said  unlawful 
design,  repair  to  Glasgow  to  ob¬ 
tain,  through  the  mediun  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Murray  Borthwick,  formerly 
one  of  the  proprietors  or  printers 
of  the  newspaper  called  the  Glas¬ 
gow  Sentinel,  and  then  a  prisoner 
in  the  gaol  of  Glasgow,  the  manu¬ 
scripts  of  sundry  articles  which  had 
been  published  in  the  said  news¬ 
paper,  and  other  papers  and  docu¬ 
ments  connected  with  the  said 
newspaper,  which  were  then  in  the 
premises  in  Nelson-street  of  Glas¬ 
gow,  occupied  by  Robert  Alexander, 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  said 
newspaper,  and  in  the  lawful  pos¬ 
session  and  custody  of  the  said 
Robert  Alexander;  and  the  said 
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William  Murray  Borth wick  having 
been  liberated  from  gaol,  as  ar¬ 
ranged  and  concerted  by  or  with 
you,  and  having,  on  the  11th,  or 
one  or  other  of  the  days  of  the 
said  month  of  March,  carried,  or 
caused  to  be  carried,  away  from 
the  said  premises  in  Nelson-street 
of  Glasgow,  sundry  writings,  the 
property,  or  in  the  lawful  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  said  Robert  Alexander ; 
and  having  brought,  or  caused  to 
be  brought,  the  said  writings  to 
the  Tontine-inn  or  hotel  in  Glas¬ 
gow,  where  you  then  was,  you  did 
thereby  obtain  access  to  the  said 
writings;  and  having  found,  or 
pretended  to  have  found  among 
them,  some  writings  holograph  of 
the  said  sir  Alexander  Boswell, 
you  did  wickedly  and  maliciously 
challenge  the  said  sir  Alexander 
Boswell  to  fight  a  duel  with  you  ; 
and  a  time  and  place  of  meeting 
having  been  concerted,  you  did, 
upon  Tuesday,  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1822,  or  upon  one  or  other 
of  the  days  of  that  month,  or  of 
February  immediately  preceding, 
or  of  April  immediately  following, 
upon  the  farm  of  Balbarton,  in  the 
shire  of  Fife,  a  little  to  the  north- 
•  ward  of  the  road  from  the  village 
of  Auchtertool  to  the  burgh  of 
Kirkcaldy,  and  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile  or  thereby  distant 
from  the  said  village  of  Auchter¬ 
tool,  in  the  said  shire,  wickedly 
and  maliciously  discharge  at  the 
said  sir  Alexander  Boswell  a  pistol 
loaded  with  ball,  whereby  the  said 
sir  Alexander  Boswell  was  mortally 
wounded,  the  ball  having  entered 
near  the  root  of  the  neck  on  the 
right  side,  and  shattered  the 
collar-bone,  of  which  mortal  wound 
the  said  sir  Alexander  Boswell 
died  in  the  course  of  the  next  day, 
and  was  thus  murdered  by  you  the 
said  James  Stuart.  And  you  the 


said  James  Stuart,  conscious  of 
your  guilt  in  the  premises,  did 
abscond  and  flee  from  justice :  and 
a  letter,  bearing  to  be  dated 
(  Auchinleck,  Nov.  7>  1821/  and 
to  be  subscribed  4  Alexander  Bos¬ 
well  /  as  also  a  writing,  intituled 
c  Whig  Song/  and  addressed  on  the 
back,  e  For  Mr.  Alexander,  Senti¬ 
nel-office,  Glasgow/  a  letter  or 
writing,  bearing  to  be  dated 
c  Dumbarton,  December  17,  1821/ 
subscribed  c  Ignotus/  and  a  writing 
entitled  *  James  Perry,  esq.,  late 
proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Chronicle,"  and  addressed  on 
the  back,  f  Mr.  Alexander,  Senti¬ 
nel-office,  Glasgow/  being  all  to 
be  used  in  evidence  against  you  at 
your  trial,  will  be  lodged  in  due 
time  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of 
the  high  court  of  justiciary,  before 
which  you  are  to  be  tried,  that  you 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  same :  at  least,  time  and  place 
above  libelled,  the  said  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Boswell  was  murdered;  and 
you,  the  said  James  Stuart,  are 
guilty  thereof,  actor,  or  art  and 
part.  All  which,  or  part  thereof, 
being  found  proved  by  the  verdict 
of  an  assize,  before  the  lord  justice- 
general,  the  lord  justice  clerk,  and 
lords  commissioners  of  justiciary, 
you,  the  said  James  Stuart,  ought 
to  be  punished  with  the  pains  of 
law,  to  deter  others  from  commit¬ 
ting  the  like  crimes  in  all  time 
coming.  (Signed) 

“  Dun.  McNeill,  a.d.” 

Mr.  Stuart’s  plea  was  “  Not 

Guilty .” 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  being  called, 
deposed  as  follows  : — On  the  25th 
of  March  last,  he  called  on  sir  A. 
Boswell,  and  told  him,  he  had  come 
at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Stuart ;  and 
that  Mr.  Stuart  had  in  his  posses¬ 
sion  certain  papers,  some  of  which 
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appeared  to  be  in  sir  Alexander's 
handwriting,  and  bore  the  post 
mark  of  Mauchlin,  and  the  counter 
post-mark  of  Glasgow.  Some  of 
them  purported  to  be  originals  of 
papers  published  in  the  Glasgow 
Sentinel;  and  one  of  them,  particu¬ 
larly  (a  song);  'contained  allusions 
disrespectful  to  Mr.  Stuart’s  family; 
and  charged  Mr.  Stuart  with 
cowardice.  Among  the  papers 
there  was  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  Sentinel;  signed  A.  Boswell, 
containing  some  praise  of  the  song, 
and  other  papers  reflecting  on  Mr. 
Stuart,  which  were  in  the  same 
hand- writing  with  the  letter  which 
bore  sir  Alexander’s  signature. 
The  similarity  of  the  handwriting 
and  of  the  post-mark  furnished  so 
strong  a  presumption,  that  sir 
Alexander  was  the  author,  that  he 
thought  it  proper  to  ask  sir  Alex¬ 
ander,  if  he  was  the  author,  or  if 
he  had  sent  them  to  the  newspaper, 
stating  at  the  same  time,  that  if 
sir  Alexander  could  say  that  he 
was  not  the  author,  and  had  not 
sent  them  to  the  newspaper,  that 
would  be  conclusive,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  any  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

Sir  Alexander  said,  that  this  was 
a  delicate  affair,  and  he  thought 
he  ought  to  have  a  friend  present. 
Witness  said,  he  thought  it  very 
desirable.  Sir  Alexander  went 
away,  and  returned  with  Mr. 
Douglas,  when  witness  repeated 
what  he  had  previously  said.  Sir 
Alexander  and  Mr.  Douglas  de¬ 
sired  to  confer  together.  Witness 
went  away,  and  when  he  returned, 
found  Mr.  Douglas  alone.  Mr. 
Douglas  then  said,  that  he  could 
not  advise  sir  Alexander  to  give 
any  answer ;  that  Mr.  Stuart  was 
in  possession  of  the  evidence,  on 
which  this  application  rested ;  but 
if  this  affair  should  proceed  any 
further,  there  were  two  proposals 


which  he  had  to  make  -1.  That 
no  meeting  should  take  place  within 
14  days,  because  sir  Alexander  had 
some  family  business  to  dispose  of. 
2.  That  the  meeting,  if  any,  should 
take  place  on  the  continent.  Wit¬ 
ness  had  no  hesitation  in  replying, 
that  on  these  conditions  he  thought 
the  terms  were  such  as  would  be 
agreed  to.  He  had  copies  of  the 
manuscripts  and  papers  in  his  hand, 
when  he  called  on  sir  Alexander. 
He  had  a  song  and  a  paper  signed 
“  Ignotus.”  He  thought  the  songof 
far  the  greater  importance,  because 
it  contained  two  direct  imputations 
of  cowardice.  He  considered  Mr. 
Stuart’s  character  implicated  by 
those  papers  (which,  being  shown 
to  the  witness,  he  identified  in 
court.)  Mr.  Douglas  said, he  would 
not  advise  sir  Alexander  to  make 
any  answer  at  all.  Witness  after¬ 
wards  saw  Mr.  Stuart,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  immediately  to  Mr.  Douglas, 
and  stated  that  witness  was  grieved 
that  no  alternative  was  left  to  Mr. 
Stuart ;  that  Mr.  Stuart  agreed  to 
both  the  conditions  stated  by  Mr. 
Douglas,  namely,  the  delay  of  14 
days,  and  that  the  meeting  should 
be  upon  the  continent.  It  was 
agreed,  that  all  subsequent  arrange¬ 
ments  respecting  the  meeting  on 
the  continent  should  be  settled 
when  all  the  parties  were  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Witness  then  asked  Mr. 
Douglas,  if  there  was  any  possibility 
of  not  carrying  this  affair  any  fur¬ 
ther — that  Mr.  Stuart  would  be 
content  to  treat  the  song  as  a  very 
bad  joke  on  his  part,  provided  sir 
Alexander  would  say,  that  he  did 
not  intend  any  reflection  on  Mr. 
Stuart’s  courage.  Mr.  Douglas 
said,  he  had  no  hope  that  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  would  say  any  such  thing. 
Witness  left  Mr.  Douglas  to  return 
to  Fife,  in  the  conviction  that  every 
thing  was  finally  settled.  The 
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boat  was  ready,  but  before  be  em¬ 
barked,  he  was  accosted  by  Mr. 
Douglas,  who  said  sir  Alexander 
had  taken  the  advice  of  a  legal 
friend,  and  in  consequence  thought 
it  no  longer  necessary  to  go  to  the 
continent,  and  that  he  preferred  to 
have  the  meeting  in  Scotland. 
Witness  objected  to  that ;  after 
some  discussion,  Mr.  Douglas  re¬ 
turned  to  Edinburgh,  saying  at 
parting,  that  at  any  rate,  if  the 
meeting  took  place  in  France, 
and  Mr.  Stuart  fell,  sir  Alexander 
could  not  be  hanged  for  it.  Mr. 
Brougham  called  on  witness  next 
morning,  at  about  from  a  quarter 
to  eight  to  half  past  eight,  and 
stated,  that  sir  Alexander  had  been 
bound  over  by  the  sherifF  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  to  keep  the  peace,  and  that 
it  had  been  settled  that  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  and  Mr.  Stuart  should  meet 
at  Auchtertool  that  morning,  and 
requested  witness  to  meet  Mr. 
Stuart,  which  he  did.  He  went 
there,  and  had  some  conversation, 
and  fixed  on  a  piece  of  ground  near 
the  road  side.  Mr.  Stuart  and  sir 
Alexander  arrived  in  carriages,  and 
got  out  at  the  place  they  had  fixed 
upon,  he  believed  at  ten  o’clock. 
The  pistols  were  produced  by  Mr. 
Douglas  and  witness,  Mr.  Douglas 
sitting  down,  and  witness  stand¬ 
ing  ;  Mr.  Douglas  received  from 
witness  the  measure  of  powder  for 
each  pistol,  and  the  ball,  and 
rammed  them  down.  There  were 
but  two  pistols,  of  which  Mr. 
Douglas  took  one,  and  witness  the 
other.  The  ground  was  measured, 
12  very  long  paces.  The  pistols 
were  delivered  to  the  two  parties 
respectively,  one  by  Mr.  Douglas 
and  one  by  me ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  they  should  fire  by  a  word. 
Mr.  Douglas  looked  upon  him  (wit¬ 
ness)  to  give  the  word,  which  he 
did,  and  they  fired.  Sir  Alexander 


fell.  Mr.  Stuart  advanced  with 
great  anxiety  towards  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  ;  but  witness  hurried  Mr. 
Stuart  away.  Those  who  re¬ 
mained,  together  with  witness, 
lent  their  assistance  to  convey  sir 
Alexander  to  Balmuto.  Before 
any  thing  took  place  on  the  ground, 
Mr.  Stuart  asked  witness,  if  it  was 
not  fit  that  he  should  make  a  bow 
to  sir  Alexander,  and  express  his 
wish  for  a  reconciliation.  Witness 
thought  it  right.  Mr.  Stuart  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  sir  Alexander,  ap¬ 
parently  for  that  purpose ;  sir 
Alexander’s  back  was  then  turned, 
and  he  appeared  to  be  walking 
away  from  Mr.  Stuart. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Jeffrey. 
— Witness  was  satisfied  in  his  own 
mind,  that  the  letter  signed  “  Ig- 
notus,”  and  the  letter  containing 
the  song,  were  in  the  same  hand¬ 
writing  as  the  letter  bearing  sir 
Alexander’s  signature ;  and  that 
both  papers  threw  an  imputation 
of  cowardice  on  Mr.  Stuart.  From 
the  whole  of  Mr.  Stuart’s  conduct 
throughout  the  proceeding,  there 
was  no  appearance  of  personal  ill 
will  or  resentment  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Stuart  against  sir  Alexander  ; 
but  only  anxiety  to  defend  his 
own  character  from  the  imputa¬ 
tions  with  which  it  had  been  as¬ 
sailed,  particularly  from  that  of 
cowardice.  He  found  Mr.  Stuart 
perfectly  reasonable  throughout 
the  proceedings.  Mr.  Stuart’s 
conduct,  from  first  to  last,  was 
cool,  composed,  and  temperate,  and 
such  as  might  be  expected  from  a 
man  of  constancy  and  courage. 
This  observation  applied  as  well 
to  his  conduct  on  the  field  as  pre¬ 
viously.  On  the  field,  witness 
desired  Mr.  Stuart  to  present  his 
side,  and  not  his  bust ;  Mr.  Stuart 
replied,  “  I  do  not  think  I  ought 
to  take  an  aim.”  The  word  agreed 
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upon  was  (both  parties  having 
been  asked  if  they  were  ready)— 
“  Present,  fire/’  as  quickly  in  suc¬ 
cession,  as  they  could  be  given. 
Both  the  pistols  went  off,  also,  as 
quickly  in  succession  as  possible ;  but 
Mr.  Stuart’s  pistol  was  rather  the 
first.  From  his  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Stuart,  he  could  say  that  he 
never  knew  a  man  less  quarrel¬ 
some  or  vindictive.  Mr.  Stuart 
was  much  occupied  in  public  busi¬ 
ness,  and  had  made  great  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  county  of  Fife. 
Never,  though  field  sports  were 
going  on,  saw  Mr.  Stuart  with  a 
gun  in  his  hand  in  his  life. 

Mr.  Douglas,  after  stating  the 
previous  circumstances  which  had 
been  mentioned  by  lord  Rosslyn, 
described  the  arrival  of  the  parties 
on  the  ground.  Witness  advised 
lord  Rosslyn  not  to  pass  through 
the  village,  lest  he  should  be 
known.  Lord  Rosslyn  went  ano¬ 
ther  road,  and  was  first  on  the 
ground.  T he  ground  was  approved 
of  by  all  parties.  Witness  asked 
lord  Rosslyn,  if  he  thought  there 
was  any  chance  of  an  amicable  ar¬ 
rangement.  Lord  Rosslyn  said,  he 
feared  not.  Lord  Rosslyn  mea¬ 
sured  off  the  ground.  Witness 
desired  Dr.  Wood  not  to  stand  so 
near :  he  replied,  “  he  wished  to 
be  near,  lest  sir  Alexander  might 
die,  before  he  could  come  up  to  his 
assistance.”  The  parties  having 
taken  their  positions,  lord  Rosslyn 
proposed,  that  witness  should  give 
the  command ;  witness  said,  he 
wished  lord  Rosslyn  to  do  it,  which 
his  lordship  did.  On  their  way 
to  the  ground,  sir  Alexander  con¬ 
sulted  witness  as  to  firing  in  the 
air  or  not.  Witness  said,  he  (sir 
Alexander)  must  consult  his  own 
feelings  on  that  subject.  Sir 
Alexander  said,  he  had,  perhaps,  in 
an  unhappy  moment,  injured  Mr. 


Stuart,  and  therefore  he  should 
fire  in  the  air.  Witness  said,  that 
was  exactly  his  own  opinion.  On 
the  field,  he  did  not  notice,  how 
sir  Alexander  fired,  as  he  felt  that 
Mr.  Stuart  was  in  no  danger,  but 
he  kept  his  eye  on  Mr.  Stuart. 
Saw  him  raise  his  arm,  which  ap¬ 
peared  firm  and  nervous,  but  he 
could  not  tell  the  direction  exactly 
in  which  it  pointed.  Both  fired  : 
there  was  just  a  difference  between 
the  time  of  the  two  reports.  Mr. 
Stuart’s  was  rather  first.  Sir 
Alexander  fell.  Assistance  imme¬ 
diately  was  rendered  to  him.  Mr. 
Stuart  approached,  and  witness 
advised  him  to  flee.  The  only 
words,  which  sir  Alexander  spoke  to 
witness  then,  were,  that  he  re¬ 
gretted  he  had  not  made  his  fire 
in  the  air  more  decided  than  it  had 
been.  Sir  Alexander’s  wound  was 
not  dressed  on  the  field,  but  at 
Balmuto-house,  whither  he  was 
immediately  conveyed. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cun- 
ninghame. — The  injury  done  to 
Mr.  Stuart,  to  which  sir  Alexander 
alluded,  witness  understood  to  be 
some  squibs  that  he  had  written 
concerning  him.  Sir  Alexander 
had  called  on  witness  the  Sunday 
before  he  met  lord  Rosslyn,  and 
said  he  expected  a  challenge  from 
Mr.  Stuart,  in  consequence  of  some 
papers,  and  among  them  a  song, 
having  been  seized  in  the  Sen¬ 
tinel  office.  Sir  Alexander  recited 
the  stanza  which  he  considered 
obnoxious,  and  it  was  the  same  as 
that  now  shown  to  witness.  The 
information  to  the  sheriff  was 
given  by  some  friends  of  sir  Alex¬ 
ander.  On  the  field,  witness 
went  up  to  sir  Alexander,  and  di¬ 
rected  him  to  make  his  fire  in 
the  air  as  distinct  as  possible,  as 
that  would  facilitate  an  adjustment 
of  the  dispute.  He  directed  sir 
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Alexander  to  fire  into  the  hank,  in 
the  direction  of  the  seconds.  Be¬ 
ing  asked  if  in  the  field  Mr.  Stuart 
conducted  himself  in  every  respect 
as  became  a  man  of  honour  and  of 
courage,  witness  replied,  certainly. 

Dr.  Wood  said,  he  had  accom¬ 
panied  sir  A.  Boswell  to  the  field ; 
he  did  not  see  ally  pistols  fired  : 
he  had  instructed  the  other  sur¬ 
geon,  that  they  ought  to  turn  their 
backs  and  not  see  the  firing ;  hut 
that,  as  soon  as  they  heard  the 
report,  they  should  return  and  run 
to  the  spot  as  speedily  as  possible. 
The  pistols  were  fired  in  quick 
succession  ;  going  to  the  spot,  they 
found  sir  Alexander  wounded  in 
the  shoulder;  they  extracted  two 
pieces  of  bone ;  the  first  was  ex¬ 
tracted  by  himself,  and  the  other 
by  Mr.  Liston.  Witness  accom¬ 
panied  sir  Alexander  to  Balmuto- 
house,  and  attended  him  till  3 
o’clock  the  next  day,  when  he  died. 
In  the  carriage,  on  the  way  to  the 
ground,  sir  Alexander  expressed 
his  decided  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Stuart  could  have  done  nothing 
else  but  call  him  out.  He  also 
declared  his  intention  to  fire  in  the 
air ;  and  on  getting  out  of  the 
carriage,  he  said,  “Now,  gentle¬ 
men,  observe,  that  it  is  my  fixed 
resolution  to  fire  in  the  air,” 

The  evidence  of  the  witnesses 
next  called,  related  only  to  the 
hand- writing  of  the  two  papers. 

Mr.  Wm.  Spalding,  writer,  re¬ 
collected  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  going  with  Mr.  Stuart  to 
Glasgow.  Mr.  Henderson,  writer 
in  Hamilton,  accompanied  them. 
Witness  called  at  Mr.  Stuart’s 
house,  and  there,  for  the  first  time, 
learned  that  Mr.  Henderson  was 
to  accompany  them.  The  object 
of  their  journey  was,  to  liberate 
Mr.  Borthwick  from  prison.  They 
arrived  at  Glasgow  about  11 


o’clock  on  that  (a  Saturday)  night. 
Mr.  Henderson  went  to  the  gaol 
the  same  night ;  but  Mr.  Borth¬ 
wick  was  not  liberated  that  night. 
Witness  was  private  agent  to  Mr. 
Borthwick.  They  had  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Mr.  Borthwick,  in  the 
gaol,  on  the  Sunday  evening;  and 
it  was  there  agreed,  that  Mr. 
Borthwick  should  go  and  procure 
certain  manuscripts  from  the  Sen¬ 
tinel  office,  with  a  view  of  raising 
actions  of  relief  against  certain 
gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Lanark. 
Mr.  Stuart  was  present  only  a  part 
of  the  time  during  this  interview. 
Cannot  tell  whether  he  was  present, 
when  the  proposal  for  taking  the 
manuscript  from  the  Sentinel  office 
was  made.  Mr.  Henderson  was 
present. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Borth¬ 
wick  went  to  the  office,  and  sent 
certain  MSS.  by  a  man  named 
Robinson,  to  the  Tontine-inn, 
where  they  were  examined  by  Mr. 
Stuart,  Mr.  Henderson,  and  him¬ 
self.  Mr.  Borthwick  did  not  ar¬ 
rive,  till  after  the  MSS.  had  been 
examined.  Mr.  Henderson  knew 
sir  Alexander’s  hand-writing,  and 
all  the  papers  written  by  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  were  laid  apart  from  the 
rest.  The  MSS.  now  shown  wit¬ 
ness  were  those  which  were  se¬ 
lected  from  the  others.  It  was 
witness  who  gave  up  the  MSS.  to 
Mr.  Stuart. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cock- 
burn. — The  50/.,  by  which  Mr. 
Borthwick  was  liberated,  was  paid 
by  Mr.  Henderson.  No  part  of 
that  money  came  either  directly  or 
indirectly  from  Mr.  Stuart.  On 
the  way  to  Glasgow  never  heard 
sir  Alexander  Boswell’s  name 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Stuart  or  Mr. 
Henderson.  It  was  not  mentioned, 
until  they  saw  his  letter  on  Mon¬ 
day. 
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This  closed  the  case  for  the  pro¬ 
secution. 

The  following  witnesses  were 
called  on  for  the  defence : — • 

Mr.  Henderson,  writer  in  Ha¬ 
milton,  knows  Mr.  Borthwick,  and 
knew  that  he  had  been  editor  of 
the  Clydesdale  Journal.  Had  been 
employed  as  his  agent.  About 
the  29th  of  December  he  gave  him 
certain  papers,  in  order  that  he 
might  get  quit  of  certain  actions 
of  damages.  Came  to  Edinburgh 
about  the  middle  of  January  for 
that  purpose.  Had  no  communi¬ 
cation  whatever  then  with  Mr. 
Stuart ;  did  not  then  know  that 
gentleman.  Was  previously  aware 
of  a  process  brought  by  Mr.  Borth¬ 
wick  against  Alexander  the  other 
partner  in  the  Glasgow  Sentinel, 
in  which  a  judgment  was  pro¬ 
nounced  against  Alexander,  autho¬ 
rizing  Borthwick  to  take  posses¬ 
sion  in  six  days,  as  Alexander  had 
not  implemented  the  bargain  with 
Borthwick.  Knows  that  Mr. 
Borthwick  did  take  possession  on 
the  1st  of  March.  He  was  arrest¬ 
ed  that  night  for  a  debt,  which 
witness  knew  not  to  be  due. 
Witness  came  to  Edinburgh  on  the 
Tuesday  following;  and  applied 
to  Mr.  Spalding,  whom  he  had 
previously  employed  as  Borthwick’s 
agent,  to  present  a  bill  of  suspen¬ 
sion.  The  bill  was  merely  pre¬ 
sented.  It  could  not  be  granted 
without  an  answer.  Witness 
therefore  resolved  to  consign  the 
money  to  the  hands  of  the  gaoler. 
Witness  was  to  have  advanced  it  him¬ 
self  :  he  knew  the  debt  was  false, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  risk. 
Witness  applied  to  a  person  to  in¬ 
troduce  him  to  Mr.  Stuart.  His 
object  was  to  get  Mr.  Stuart  to 
forego  an  action  of  damages  which 
he  had  brought  against  Borthwick, 
and  for  that  purpose  witness  de¬ 


scribed  the  manner  in  which 
Borthwick  had  been  imprisoned. 
Mr.  Stuart  replied,  that  he  could 
make  no  promises:  that  he  was 
convinced  Borthwick  was  not  the 
author  of  the  libels  upon  him ;  and 
if  Borthwick  would  give  up  the 
authors,  the  action  should  be  dis¬ 
continued.  Witness  said,  that 
Borthwick  had  often  expressed  his 
wish  to  be  introduced  to  Mr. 
Stuart,  and  his  readiness  to  give 
up  the  authors,  provided  that  he 
were  freed  from  the  action  of 
damages.  Mr.  Stuart  went  with 
witness,  and  called  on  Mr.  Spald¬ 
ing,  and  they  proceeded  to  Glas¬ 
gow.  They  obtained  an  interview 
with  Borthwick,  who  said,  if  he 
were  liberated,  he  would  resume 
possession  next  morning  at  the 
usual  hour.  Borthwick  said,  he 
had  keys  belonging  to  the  office ; 
witness  did  not  see  any.  Witness 
procured  the  liberation  of  Borth¬ 
wick  on  the  Sunday  evening. 
Borthwick,  when  liberated,  went 
to  the  office,  accompanied  by  wit¬ 
ness’s  clerk,  and  one  Louden  Ro¬ 
binson  (formerly  a  journeyman  in 
his  employ),  as  witnesses.  Robin¬ 
son  shortly  afterwards  returned 
with  a  bundle  of  manuscripts  of 
newspapers.  Mr.  Borthwick  came 
some  time  after,  and  said  he  had 
been  prevented  from  examining 
the  papers  at  the  office,  on  account 
of  the  violence  of  Alexander.  The 
hand- writing  of  sir  Alexander 
Boswell  was  not  discovered,  until 
all  the  hand-writings  had  been 
assorted  in  different  parcels.  Borth¬ 
wick  said,  it  was  the  writing  of 
one  sir  A.  Oswald,  as  he  called 
him;  but  he  said,  there  was  a 
letter  from  the  gentleman  himself 
among  the  papers.  This  letter 
was  found,  and  Mr.  Stuart  ex¬ 
pressed  much  surprise  and  asto¬ 
nishment  at  the  discovery:  he 
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said;  he  never  could  have  suspected 
sir  A.  Boswell  of  attempting  to 
inj  ure  him.  The  manuscripts  were 
delivered  to  Mr.  Spalding;  not  to 
be  given  to  any  one,  but  to  be  re¬ 
served  for  the  inspection  of  any 
one  concerned.  The  money;  by 
which  Borthwick  was  liberated;  was 
paid  out  of  this  witness’s  proper 
funds. 

James  Gibson,  of  Ingliston,  esq., 
W.  S.,  knows  Mr.  Stuart  and  Mr. 
Aiton.  Has  seen  a  great  many 
articles  in  the  Beacon  and  Sentinel, 
which  they  considered  extremely 
offensive  to  lord  Archibald  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Stuart,  and  himself.  Has 
often  consulted  with  Mr.  Stuart 
on  the  means  of  detecting  the  au¬ 
thor.  Mr.  Aiton  is  the  agent  for 
lord  Archibald  Hamilton.  Re¬ 
collects  the  article  respecting  Mr. 
Stuart,  which  appeared  in  the  first 
number  of  the  Sentinel :  considers 
it  a  most  atrocious  libel.  Was  in¬ 
formed  by  Mr.  Aiton,  on  one  of 
the  first  days  of  March,  that  Borth¬ 
wick  had  possession  of  the  manu¬ 
scripts  of  the  libels ;  but  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  the  7th  of  March,  Mr.  Stuart 
told  Mr.  Gibson  that  Mr.  Aiton 
was  mistaken,  as  Mr.  Borthwick 
was  in  Glasgow  gaol,  and  had  left 
the  papers  locked  up  in  a  safe  in 
the  Sentinel  office.  Mr.  Stuart 
informed  witness,  that  Mr.  Borth- 
wick’s  agent  had  applied  to  him  in 
the  parliament-house  that  day, 
offering  to  deliver  up  the  papers, 
provided  Mr.  Stuart  would  release 
him  from  the  action  of  damages, 
but  Mr.  Stuart  had  declined  to 
come  under  any  engagement.  Was 
informed  of  the  whole  transaction 
respecting  Borthwick’s  imprison¬ 
ment,  and  told  Mr.  Stuart,  that  he 
(witness)  would  pay  the  debt  for 
which  Borthwick  was  imprisoned, 
rather  than  be  disappointed  of  the 
papers;  and  he  was  apprehensive 


from  what  he  had  heard  of  the 
character  of  Alexander,  that  he 
would  not  scruple  taking  any  mea¬ 
sures  to  get  possession  of  and  de¬ 
stroy  them.  He  recommended  to 
Mr.  Stuart  not  to  lose  a  moment 
in  obtaining  the  papers,  but  his 
only  reason  for  recommending 
haste  was,  lest  Alexander  should 
destroy  them.  Mr.  Stuart  had 
never  hinted  a  suspicion  that  sir 
A.  Boswell  was  the  author  of  any 
of  the  attacks  upon  him,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  his  astonishment,  when, 
on  returning  from  Glasgow,  he 
acquainted  witness  of  the  dis¬ 
covery.  Witness  was  aware  that 
a  duel  was  fought  between  Mr. 
Stuart  and  the  late  sir  A.  Boswell, 
on  the  26th  of  March  last.  Saw 
Mr.  Stuart  the  evening  before.  Mr. 
Stuart  then  acquainted  him,  that 
the  meeting  was  to  take  place 
three  days  afterwards.  Mr.  Stuart 
then  appeared  perfectly  calm  and 
collected,  but  expressed  no  other 
motive  for  his  conduct  than  a  de¬ 
sire  to  vindicate  his  character ;  he 
did  not  appear  to  be  actuated  by 
the  least  vindictiveness  against  sir 
Alexander.  The  next  time  he 
heard  of  Mr.  Stuart  was  by  a  seal¬ 
ed  packet  brought  by  his  clerk  next 
morning  at  1 1  o’clock.  The  letter 
was  to  this  purpose : — -(C  The  other 
party  saw  the  necessity  of  instant 
action,,  owing  to  circumstances  not 
known  when  I  last  saw  you and 
requested  witness,  “  if  he  was 
completely  dene  for,”  to  deliver  a 
packet  which  was  enclosed  to  his 
wife.  The  same  day,  about  two 
o’clock,  witness,  when  coming  to 
his  office,  saw  Mr.  Stuart  coming 
out  of  it,  who  instantly,  on  seeing 
Mr.  Gibson,  turned  short,  and  ran 
up  the  stairs.  Witness  followed 
him  into  his  room ;  and  when  wit¬ 
ness  had  closed  the  door,  he  said. 
Good  God !  what  has  happened  ?” 
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Mr.  Stuart  ran  into  the  corner  of 
the  room,  put  both  his  hands  on  his 
face  in  the  greatest  agony  of  grief ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  could  speak  he 
said,  that  he  was  afraid  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Boswell  was  mortally 
wounded.  After  Mr.  Stuart  had 
recovered  himself  a  little,  he  in¬ 
formed  witness,  in  answer  to  his 
inquiries,  that  he  had  asked  lord 
Rosslyn  whether  it  would  he  right, 
on  meeting  sir  Alexander  Boswell 
on  the  ground,  that  he  should  take 
off  his  hat  as  a  mark  of  civility. 
Lord  Rosslyn  approved,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  Mr.  Stuart  was  in  the 
act  of  advancing,  and  putting  his 
hand  to  his  hat,  when  sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Boswell  turned  away  his 
head. 

The  Lord  Advocate  submitted, 
that  this  should  not  he  gone  into. 
It  was  throwing  a  reflection  on 
the  memory  of  sir  Alexander  Bos¬ 
well. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  said,  that  there  was 
no  such  intention.  It  was  right 
for  Mr.  Stuart,  that  it  should  be 
stated;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
sir  Alexander  Boswell’s  turning 
away  his  head,  arose  from  his  not 
being  aware  of  what  Mr.  Stuart 
intended  to  do. 

Mr.  Gibson  proceeded.  —  Mr. 
Stuart  said  to  witness,  that  he  had 
taken  no  aim,  and  he  added  “  I 
wish  to  God  I  had  done  so,  as  I 
am  certain,  I  should  in  that  case 
have  missed  him ;  I  never  fired  a 
pistol  on  foot  in  my  life.”  Witness 
immediately  urged  Mr.  Stuart  to 
leave  the  country,  that  he  might 
avoid  unnecessary  imprisonment. 
Mr.  Stuart  expressed  great  unwil¬ 
lingness  to  do  so ;  but  at  last  con¬ 
sented,  on  condition  of  witness  giv¬ 
ing  notice,  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  stand  trial  when  called  on :  the 
last  words,  which  Mr.  Stuart  said, 
were,  “  Remember  you  must  give 


notice,  that  I  am  ready  to  stand 
trial.”  Witness  did  give  verbal 
notice  to  that  effect,  to  Mr.  Sheriff 
Duff,  next  morning ;  and  after¬ 
wards  announced  in  the  Edinburgh 
Star  and  Advertiser  newspapers, 
that  such  notice  had  been  given. 
He  also  gave  notice  to  the  Crown 
agent,  on  the  29th  of  March,  the 
4th  of  April,  and  on  many  other 
occasions.  Witness  never  consi¬ 
dered  Mr.  Stuart’s  leaving  town  in 
the  light  of  absconding  or  flying 
from  justice ;  Mr.  Stuart  was  one 
of  the  best-tempered  and  most  ex¬ 
cellent  men  he  knew :  he  never 
knew  him  engage  in  quarrels,  or 
allow  his  politics  to  interfere  with 
his  private  friendships. 

Mr.  Liston,  surgeon.— Mr.  Stuart 
called  upon  witness  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th  of  March,  and  re¬ 
quested  witness  to  go  to  the  coun¬ 
try  along  with  him.  And  when 
on  the  Fife  side,  he  informed  him, 
that  he  (Mr.  Stuart)  was  to  fight 
a  duel  with  sir  Alexander  Boswell. 
Mr.  Stuart  said  he  had  no  malice 
against  sir  Alexander ;  he  said,  if 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  hit  him, 
he  wished  it  might  be  in  the  great 
toe,  as  a  gentleman  in  England 
did  lately  on  a  similar  occasion. 
The  witness  gave  the  same  evi¬ 
dence  as  Dfl.  Wood,  as  to  what 
happened  on  the  ground. 

Sheriff  Duff  recollected  proceed¬ 
ings  before  him  in  March  last,  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Alexander,  to 
recover  certain  papers  alleged  to 
have  been  stolen  from  the  Sentinel 
office,  Glasgow ;  he  ordered  them 
to  be  lodged  at  his  office,  which, 
under  a  protest,  was  complied  with. 
Witness  identified  some  of  the 
papers  shown  him  to  be  the  same 
as  were  in  his  personal  custody 
from  that  time  until  they  were 
delivered  up  to  the  Crown  agent,  as 
evidence  on  the  trial  of  W  illiara. 
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Borthwick.  Witness  recollected  a 
rencontre  between  Mr.  Stuart  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  and  their  being 
bound  over  to  keep  the  peace;  also 
recollected  that  the  affray  arose 
out  of  language  in  the  Beacon, 
which  witness  considered  very 
abusive  as  respected  Mr.  Stuart, 
and  that  Mr.  Stuart  subsequently 
brought  to  witness  a  number  of 
the  Beacon,  which  contained  fur¬ 
ther  abusive  matter,  and  requested 
him  to  take  cognizance  of  it ;  but 
he  declined,  not  considering  himself 
warranted  to  act  in  the  way  pro¬ 
posed. 

Mr.  Spalding  was  recalled  to 
identify  these  papers  as  the  same 
which  were  found  at  the  Sentinel 
office,  and  afterwards  delivered  up 
by  him  to  Sheriff  Duff. 

Many  witnesses  concurred  in 
describing  Mr.  Stuart  as  a  most 
humane  and  amiable  man. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  charged 
the  jury,  who  without  leaving  the 
box,  returned  an  unanimous  verdict 
by  their  chancellor,  sir  John  Hope, 
finding  Mr.  Stuart  Not  Guilty  of 
the  charges  libelled.  The  verdict 
was  received,  by  a  very  crowded 
court,  with  loud  cheers. 


Scotch  Jury  Court,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  July  22. 

Professor  Leslie  v.  Blackwood. 
* — The  substance  of  the  issues 
against  the  defender  was,  whether, 
in  various  numbers  of  Blackwood’s 
Magazine,  the  pursuer  is  falsely, 
maliciously,  and  injuriously  repre¬ 
sented,  and  held  up  to  ridicule  and 
contempt,  as  ignorant  of  the  He¬ 
brew  language,  and  even  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet,  or  as  being 
guilty  of  impertinence,  or  of  dis¬ 
liking  the  Hebrew  language, 
merely  because  it  is  the  language 


of  the  Old  Testament,  and  to  be 
attacked,  per  fas  et  nefas ,  or  as 
being  an  enfant  perdu ,  to  the  in¬ 
jury  and  damage  of  the  said  pur¬ 
suer? 

Whether  the  pursuer  is  falsely, 
maliciously,  and  injuriously  repre¬ 
sented  and  held  up  to  ridicule  and 
contempt  as  being  a  plagiary,  to 
the  injury  and  damage  of  the  pur¬ 
suer  ; 

Whether  the  pursuer  is  falsely, 
maliciously,  and  injuriously  repre¬ 
sented  and  held  up  to  public  ridi¬ 
cule  and  contempt,  by  representing 
him  to  be,  or  asserting  that  he  is, 
an  insolent  dogmatist ;  or  that  he 
has  the  impudence  to  criticise  that 
of  which  he  is  ignorant,  or  that  he 
is  actuated  by  hostility  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  revelation,  simply  because 
it  is  the  language  of  revelation ;  or 
as  being  lying,  dishonest,  or  join¬ 
ing  with  a  bookseller  to  impose 
upon  the  public  by  dishonesty ;  or 
as  having  purloined  from  other 
authors ;  or  as  having  been  guilty 
of  a  thousand  betises;  or  as  resem¬ 
bling  a  parrot ;  or  as  an  object  of 
suspicion  to  those  who  hold  the 
Scriptures  in  honour,  and  Impiety 
in  detestation ;  or  as  going  out  of 
his  way  to  recommend  an  impious 
work ;  or  as  having  cast  an  igno¬ 
rant  sarcasm  on  the  language  of 
the  Bible;  or  as  sneering  at  the 
fancies  of  one  of  the  apostles ;  to 
the  injury  and  damage  of  the  said 
pursuer  ? 

Whether  the  pursuer  is  falsely, 
maliciously,  and  injuriously  held 
out  and  represented  as  being  one 
of  the  public  teachers,  by  whom 
young  men  who  come  as  students 
to  the  university  of  Edinburgh 
have  their  religious  principles  per¬ 
verted,  and  their  reverence  for 
holy  things  sneered  away,  to  the 
injury  and  damage  of  the  said 
pursuer  ? 
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The  damages  were  laid  at 
5,00 01 

Mr.  James  MoncriefF  opened  the 
case  to  the  jury  for  the  pursuer. 

The  rev.  Mr.  David  Dickson, 
one  of  the  ministers  of  the  West 
Church,  was  called  to  state  his 
opinion  regarding  the  Hebrew 
language.  The  Samaritan  cha¬ 
racter  consisted  of  only  22  letters, 
this  was  the  ancient  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage.  The  reverend  gentleman 
then  explained  the  Samaritan  mode 
of  expressing  numbers  beyond  400. 
Mr.  Leslie’s  account  of  the  method 
of  numeration  in  his  Philosophy  of 
Arithmetic  was  correct.  Even  the 
modem  Hebrew  at  one  time  had 
only  22  characters.  He  (Mr. 
Dickson)  would  have  inferred  from 
Mr.  Leslie  using  the  word  He¬ 
brew,  that  he  meant  the  ancient 
Hebrew. 

Cross-examined - The  Penta¬ 

teuch  is  the  only  book  he  knows, 
which  is  written  in  the  Samaritan. 
It  is  the  Chaldaic  character,  in 
which  the  rest  of  the  Scriptures 
are  written.  This  character  is 
what  is  called  Hebrew — the  mode 
of  notation  in  this  is  the  same  as 
in  ancient  Hebrew  till  the  figures 
reach  400,  after  which  only  one 
letter  is  used  to  express  the  addi¬ 
tional  amount  of  hundreds.  Does 
not  conceive  Hebrew  to  be  the 
rudest  and  poorest  of  languages. 

By  a  juryman. — A  person  might 
have  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the 
Hebrew  language,  although  he 
declared,  that  it  was  the  rudest  and 
poorest  of  languages. 

Dr.  Scott,  of  Corstorphine,  cor¬ 
roborated  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Dickson.  The  note  in  Mr.  Leslie’s 
work  indicated  a  knowledge  of  the 
ancient  Samaritan  language ;  nor 
is  there  any  part  of  it,  which  dis¬ 
plays  ignorance  of  the  Hebrew. 

Cross-examined  for  the  defender. 
Vol.  LX IV. 


— Theological  students  are  ex¬ 
amined  in  the  Chaldaic,  not  the 
Samaritan  character.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Samaritans  to 
have  recourse  to  the  reduplicating 
method  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Leslie. 

Dr.  Alexander  Marcet,  fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 
and  lecturer  on  chemistry,  former¬ 
ly  was  of  opinion,  and  still  is,  that 
Mr.  Leslie’s  method  of  freezing 
water  in  vacuo  was  an  original 
discovery.  Some  of  the  facts,  on 
which  the  process  is  founded,  were 
known  to  chemists  long  before  Mr. 
Leslie’s  time,  but  the  process  itself 
was  totally  new.  The  discovery  of 
Mr.  Leslie  is  analogous  to  all  other 
discoveries  in  chemistry.  Has  read 
Mr.  N airne’s  experiment,  and  knows 
it  to  be  different  from  Mr.  Leslie’s. 
Did  not  conceive  Mr.  Leslie’s  ex¬ 
periment  to  be  at  all  a  plagiarism 
from  Mr.  Nairne’s.  The  combi¬ 
nation  made  by  Mr.  Leslie,  never 
appears  to  have  been  in  Mr.  Naime’s 
mind.  It  is  the  universal  opinion 
of  the  scientific  wnrld,  that  the  dis¬ 
covery  is  original.  Attempted  to 
erform  Mr.  Leslie’s  experiment, 
ut  did  not  succeed ;  nor  does  he 
think  any  person  succeeded  in  per¬ 
forming  it,  till  Mr.  Leslie  himself 
came  to  London. 

Cross-examined. — It  is  not  im¬ 
possible,  that  a  man  of  profound 
genius  might  have  drawn  the  in¬ 
ference  Mr.  Leslie  drew  from  the 
facts  stated  by  Mr.  Nairne,  but 
Mr.  Leslie’s  discovery  certainly 
displayed  great  inductive  and  in¬ 
ventive  genius. 

Dr.  Thomas  Thompson  had  re¬ 
peated  Mr.  Leslie’s  discovery  on 
heat  about  a  hundred  times.  Never 
conceived,  nor  at  present  conceives, 
the  discovery  to  be  a  plagiarism. 
Has  no  doubt  that  in  so  far  as 
relates  to  Mr.  Nairne,  the  discovery 
of  Mr.  Leslie  is  original.  Never 
2  E 
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heard  a  doubt  regarding  its  origi¬ 
nality. 

Dr.  Dewar  corroborated  the 
statements  of  Drs.  Marcet  and 
Thompson. 

Mr.  Caddel  is  partner  to  Mr. 
Constable,  the  bookseller.  Pub¬ 
lished  the  first  edition  of  Mr.  Les¬ 
lie's  Philosophy  of  Arithmetic. 
The  second  was  published  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  bookseller.  In  the  se¬ 
cond  edition  there  is  the  addition 
of  twenty  pages  and  a  table. 
Conceives  this  to  be  an  enlarged 
and  improved  edition.  To  sell  this 
edition  at  a  shilling  of  higher  price 
than  the  former,  was  decidedly  not 
an  imposition  on  the  public. 

Mr.  Tait,  bookseller,  published  a 
second  edition  of  Mr.  Leslie’s  Phi¬ 
losophy  of  Arithmetic:  could  not 
express  this  any  other  way  than 
by  calling  it  a  second  edition. 

Mr.  Aitken,  bookseller,  has  been 
12  years  a  partner  with  Bell  and 
Bradfute.  Thought  the  publisher 
of  the  second  edition  of  Mr.  Les¬ 
lie’s  Philosophy  of  Arithmetic, 
entitled  to  call  it  a  new  edition. 
Being  shown  Condorcet’s  Arith¬ 
metic,  stated  it  as  his  persuasion, 
that  this  book  was  published  by 
Mr.  Blackwood  as  a  second  edition 
of  the  original  copies. 

Cross-examined. — Did  not  know 
of  any  author  publishing  as  a  second 
edition  the  original  copies  of  a  work. 

By  the  Court — In  consequence 
of  the  addition  made  to  the  second 
volume  of  Mr.  Leslie’s  work, 
would  have  called  it  a  second  edi¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Miller,  bookseller,  expressed 
the  same  opinion  with  the  former 
witnesses. 

Cross-examined.  —  The  public 
would,  no  doubt,  conceive  that  the 
second  edition  was  reprinted.  Re¬ 
members  a  case  in  which  Manners 
and  Miller  published  a  second  edL 


tion,  as  in  this  case,  of  a  work* 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  author, 
without  reprinting  it. 

Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  defender. 

The  Lord  Chief  Commissioner 
having  summed  up  the  case,  the 
jury  retired  for  about  an  hour  and 
a  half’,  and  returned  the  following 
verdict:- — Find  in  the  first  issue 
for  the  defender  to  the  words — > 
“We  must  look”  in  the  7th  line 
of  page  3rd  of  printed  issues,  to 
“he  may”  in  21st  line,  for  the 
pursuer;  and  the  remainder  for 
the  defender.  The  2nd  and  3rd 
issues  for  the  pursuer,  and  the  4th 
issue  for  the  defender.  Damages 
100/. 


High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
March  19- 

The  Ship  Juliana .- — Lord  S tow- 
ell  gave  judgment  to  the  following 
effect.  It  appeared,  that  the  Ju¬ 
liana  some  time  back  sailed  upon 
a  long  voyage  out  and  home.  She 
first  took  in  certain  goods  at  the 
port  of  London,  together  with  a 
cargo  of  convicts  for  New  South 
Wales.  She  arrived  safely  at  that 
destination,  and  took  on  board  live 
stock  and  salt  provision,  with 
which  she  sailed  to  port  Jackson. 
Having  reached  port  Jackson,  she 
discharged  this  cargo  and  took  in 
another,  which  she  carried  to 
Batavia,  and  landed  also  in  safety. 
A  new  freight  being  procured  at 
Batavia,  the  Juliana  sailed  for 
Mixto,  discharged  a  part  of  her 
cargo  there,  and  with  the  rest  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Sincapore.  There  she 
took  in  some  sugars  for  England, 
and  various  other  commodities  for 
Calcutta,  which  she  delivered  at 
that  port,  and  then  she  sailed  for 
England.  She  arrived  in  the 
Downs  with  a  full  cargo  on  board ; 
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but,  unfortunately,  she  struck  upon 
the  Kentish  Knock ;  and  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  the  whole  of  her  crew 
were  lost,  except  the  person  who 
in  this  cause  claimed  his  wages, 
and  one  other  individual,  who,  the 
court  presumed,  was  to  he  taken 
as  a  witness.  These  two  parties 
were  saved  by  a  fishing  smack, 
which  came  to  their  assistance. 
They  had  since  applied  to  Mr. 
Wilson,  who  was  one  of  the 
owners  of  the  Juliana,  for  their 
wages :  but  he  had  refused  to  pay 
them ;  admitting,  however,  that 
the  present  claimant  had  always 
performed  his  services  on  board 
ship  in  a  very  faithful  and  proper 
manner.  The  answer  given  on 
the  part  of  the  owners  to  the  claim 
was,  that  there  was  an  express  sti¬ 
pulation  in  the  contract  between 
the  mariners  and  the  owners,  that 
they  should  not  be  entitled  to  then- 
wages,  nor  to  any  part  of  them, 
until  the  vessel  should  have  re¬ 
turned  to  the  port  of  London ;  and 
that  in  the  event  of  the  ship  being 
lost,  no  wages  for  the  outward 
voyage  should  be  claimed.  Upon 
this  stipulation,  the  owners  con¬ 
tended  that  the  vessel  never  having 
returned  to  London,  the  wages 
were  forfeited.  It  appeared  to  the 
court,  that,  under  the  circumstances 
stated,  the  voyage  in  question  was 
a  divided  voyage  ;  delivery  of  cargo 
being  to  be  made  at  a  variety  of 
ports ;  and  that,  as  such,  it  came 
under  the  general  law,  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  which  it  w  as  the  duty  of 
that  court  to  apply.  What  con¬ 
tract  might  have  been  entered  into 
between  the  owners  of  the  ship 
and  the  freighters  did  not  appear ; 
nor  was  it  material  to  know ;  be¬ 
cause,  an  agreement,  however 
qualified,  between  the  owners  and 
the  freighters,  would  not  bind  the 
mariners.  If  the  owners  had 


entered  into  any  such  agreement, 
they  were  undoubtedly  wise  enough 
in  their  generation  to  secure  and 
benefit  themselves  by  an  insurance 
of  the  freight,  or  by  some  other 
means  calculated  to  preserve  the 
just  equilibrium  of  their  own  in¬ 
terests.  The  common  mariner 
possessed  no  such  securities  in  his 
own  experience ;  his  general  igno¬ 
rance  of  business  had  not  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  the  value  of 
any  arrangement,  by  which  the 
payment  of  monies  might  be  post¬ 
poned.  He  was  commonly  enough 
totally  ignorant  and  unthinking, 
and  was  on  these  very  accounts 
placed  under  the  tender  protection 
of  that  law,  to  guard  him  against 
the  consequences  of  such  ignorance 
and  imprudence.  The  court,  in¬ 
deed,  was  led  to  believe  that  many 
of  the  subscribers  to  the  articles 
with  the  owners,  were  f<r  marks¬ 
men;”  that  there  were  but  few 
signers  on  board.  Whether  the 
claimant  himself  was  one  of  these 
marksmen,  did  not  clearly  appear  ; 
the  particular  instrument,  which 
he  executed,  was  not  exhibited: 
but  the  owners  set  forth,  that  it 
was  framed  in  the  same  way  as  the 
other  articles.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  that  the  claimant 
was  not  a  very  expert  writer;  and 
the  agreements  of  such  persons,  so 
imperfectly  qualified  to  make  them, 
were  not  to  stand  exactly  on  the 
same  grounds,  as  those  entered  into 
by  other  and  more  capable  indivi¬ 
duals.  Now  there  was,  between 
the  owners  and  the  mariners,  this 
great  distinction — whatever  agree¬ 
ments  the  owners  might  make 
with  others,  they  might  insure 
the  freight  against  all  misadven¬ 
tures.  The  law  of  France,  indeed, 
prohibited  the  owner  from  effect¬ 
ing  insurance  on  his  freight ;  bufc 
by  the  law  of  England,  the  freight,; 
2  E  2 
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if  insured,  was  as  little  affected  by 
the  total  loss  of  the  ship,  as  the 
insurance  of  the  ship  itself.  The 
mariner,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
policy  of  our  law,  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  insure  his  wages,  in 
order  that  he  might  he  stimulated 
by  the  strong  incentive  of  his  own 
interest  to  make  every  possible 
exertion  for  the  preservation  of  the 
ship  to  which  he  belonged,  and  to 
keep  with  it  as  long  as  possible. 
The  mariner,  therefore,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  owner,  embarked 
under  circumstances  of  great  com¬ 
parative  disadvantage.  The  owner 
was  certain  of  his  freight  at  all 
hazards ;  for  if  he  did  not  derive 
it  from  the  freighters,  he  could 
get  it  under  his  insurance ;  and  it 
must  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
him,  under  which  security  he  took 
it.  But  the  mariner  went  to  sea 
on  his  own  single  security,  and 
that  of  the  freight.  He  had  no¬ 
thing  else  to  depend  upon,  but  the 
freight.  Freight,  it  had  been 
truly  said,  was  the  mother  of 
wages ;  it  was  the  only  source  of 
wages.  If  that  was  lost,  every 
thing  was  lost  to  the  mariner ;  he 
had  no  step  further  to  make,  in 
order  to  escape  from  the  general 
loss.  It  had  also  been  the  policy, 
as  well  as  the  anxiety  of  the  law, 
to  support  the  claims  of  the  crews 
of  merchantmen  on  the  general 
freight  of  vessels.  The  time  of 
payment  might,  from  various  mo¬ 
tives,  be  postponed ;  but  where 
voyages  were  divided  into  various 
ports  of  delivery,  that  claim  was 
held  to  attach  to  such  freights  in 
almost  every  case ;  and  the  courts 
of  maritime  law  had  been  much  in 
the  habit  of  supporting  this  title 
against  all  attempts  to  invade  it. 
Such  attempts  had  usually  mani¬ 
fested  themselves  in  the  shape  of 
renunciations  of  those  rights,  which 


the  law  had  conferred  upon  ma¬ 
riners— without  there  being  any 
compensation  made  to  them  for 
such  surrender.  It  was  hardly 
necessary,  his  lordship  continued, 
for  him  to  state  cases  in  support  of 
the  position — that  the  Admiralty 
court  did  not  allow  such  stipu¬ 
lations  between  the  owners  and 
the  mariners  to  protect  the  owners, 
in  certain  cases,  from  the  payment 
of  wages.  It  had  been  stated  by 
lord  chief  justice  Holt,  that  this 
was  a  point  upon  which  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  court,  and  the  courts  of 
common  law,  were  divided.  He 
(lord  Stowell)  could  not  find  the 
authority  for  that  position,  because 
the  doctrine  he  now  laid  down 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  a 
doctrine  extensively  recognized 
in  both  courts ;  and  to  this  effect 
was  the  case  of  Buck  and  Collis,” 
in  Brown’s  Parliamentary  Reports, 
case  6,  f.  137*  In  December, 
1692,  the  respondent,  owner  of 
the  ship  called  the  Royal  James 

and  Mary,  and - Appleby,  as 

captain  of  the  said  ship,  entered 
into  a  charterparty  with  the  East 
India  Company  for  the  James  and 
Mary  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies  out  and  home.  It  was, 
amongst  other  things,  agreed,  that 
the  company  were  not  to  pay  any 
freight,  until  six  days  after  the  ship 
should  have  returned  to  the  port 
of  London,  and  made  a  good  deli¬ 
very  of  her  cargo  ;  and  that  if  the 
ship  should  be  lost,  the  master  and 
mariners  were  not  to  expect  any 
other  satisfaction,  in  the  way  of 
wages,  than  what  might  arise  from 
impress  money  and  demurrage. 
The  ship  proceeded  on  her  voyage; 
and  having  delivered  part  of  her 
cargo  at  Fort  St.  George,  went  on 
to  Bengal,  but  in  her  passage  up 
the  river  she  was  lost.  On  their 
return  to  England,  a  suit  was 
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commenced  by  the  sailors  against 
the  captain,  for  wages  due  on  the 
outward-bound  voyage.  The 
owners  refused  to  defend  him,  and 
he  exhibited  his  bill  (both  against 
them  and  the  mariners)  in  chan¬ 
cery,  for  injunction  and  relief ;  and 
for  payment  of  certain  monies  by 
him  advanced  during  the  voyage. 
This  injunction  was  at  first  grant¬ 
ed,  but  afterwards  dissolved  by 
that  great  master  of  law  and  equi¬ 
ty,  lord  chancellor  Somers;  his 
lordship  deeming,  that  he  could  not 
stay  the  sailors  from  proceeding 
for  their  wages,  and  that  if  they 
recovered  in  the  Admiralty,  the 
captain  would  have  his  remedy 
against  the  owners.  Lord  Stowell 
then  proceeded,  in  a  very  elaborate 
sentence,  to  cite  a  variety  of  au¬ 
thorities  and  adjudged  cases,  in 
order  to  show  that  mariners  had  a 
right  to  their  wages,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  they  might  have  entered  into 
a  stipulation  of  the  kind  alluded 
to.  Among  others,  he  quoted  a 
dictum  of  the  lord  chief  justice, 
sir  Nathan  Wright,  to  this  effect ; 
and  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  same  case  of  “Buck 
and  Collis;”  and  he  referred  to 
the  cases  of  “  Morrison  and  Ha¬ 
milton,”  “  Appleby  and  Roberts,” 
and  the  sentence  of  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland  in  the  case  of 
the  Glasgow.  He  observed,  also, 
that  the  Scotch  courts,  which,  like 
the  court  of  Admiralty,  proceeded 
on  equity,  had  expressed  their  strong 
disapprobation  of  these  stipulations 
between  mariners  and  owners,  and 
an  opinion  of  their  inhumanity 
and  illegality.  Finally,  lord 
Stowell  decided,  that  that  article 
of  the  counter  plea,  which  set 
forth  the  stipulation  between  the 
owners  and  the  mariners  must  be 
rejected,  as  the  court  was  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  lend  its  sanction  to  such 


a  principle,  or  to  allow  that  such  a 
stipulation  could  be  sustained. 


Prerogative  Court,  June  26. 

In  the  Goods  of  His  late  Ma¬ 
jesty  King  George  III. — Sir  John 
Nicholl  gave  sentence  on  the  first 
stage  of  the  proceeding  instituted 
on  behalf  of  the  individual  de¬ 
scribing  herself  as,  and  claiming 
to  be,  princess  of  Cumberland. 

This,  he  said,  was  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  court  for  its  process  to 
call  upon  the  king’s  proctor,  to  see 
the  last  will  and  testament,  or 
testamentary  schedule,  of  his  late 
majesty,  bearing  date  the  2nd  of 
J une,  1774,  propounded  and  proved 
in  solemn  form  of  law.  In  order 
to  found  the  process  of  the  court, 
the  proctor  for  the  party  appear¬ 
ing  in  support  of  this  application, 
had  alleged  that  his  late  majesty 
did  execute  a  certain  will,  or  tes¬ 
tamentary  paper  or  writing,  under 
his  royal  sign  manual,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  required  by  law ;  that  such 
will,  or  schedule,  bore  date  on  the 
2nd  of  June,  1774;  that  thereby 
he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  15,000/. 
to  his  niece,  Olive,  the  daughter 
of  his  late  majesty’s  deceased  bro¬ 
ther,  his  royal  highness,  Henry 
Frederick,  duke  of  Cumberland; 
but  that  he  did  not,  of  such  his 
said  will,  appoint  any  executor,  or 
dispose  by  it  of  the  residue  of  his 
personal  estate.  Affidavits  were 
brought  in  proof  of  the  hand- writ¬ 
ing,  of  the  royal  sign  manual,  of  the 
signature  of  the  late  Mr.  Dunning, 
subscribed  to  this  instrument,  and 
of  that  of  the  earl  of  Warwick, 
also  subscribed  to  it.  There  was 
no  affidavit  in  regard  to  the  sig¬ 
nature  of  the  late  lord  Chatham, 
by  whom  also  it  was  signed.  But 
the  affidavit  of  lord  Warwick’s 
subscription  set  forth,  that  the  body 
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of  the  instrument  was  also  in  that 
nobleman’s  hand-writing.  The 
party  herself  had  also  made  an 
affidavit,  stating  the  manner  in 
which  that  instrument  came  into 
her  possession ;  that  on  an  even¬ 
ing  in  the  month  of  May,  1815, 
the  duke  of  Kent  being  at 
the  deponent’s  house,  No.  74,  Sey- 
mour-place,  the  said  earl  of  War¬ 
wick  came  there,  and  in  presence 
of  the  duke  of  Kent,  after  requir¬ 
ing  and  receiving  a  most  solemn 
pledge,  both  on  the  part  of  his 
royal  highness  and  the  deponent, 
not  to  divulge  the  purport  of  the 
communication  he  was  about  to 
make,  until  after  the  death  of  his 
majesty,  king  Geo.  III.,  did  inform 
the  deponent  of  her  illustrious 
birth — to  wit,  that  she  was  the 
natural  and  lawful  daughter  of  his 
royal  highness  the  late  duke  of 
Cumberland  deceased ;  that  the 
proofs  thereof  had  been  deposited 
with  him  (lord  Warwick)  for  her 
benefit,  in  case  she  should  survive 
his  late  majesty,  by  the  late  earl 
of  Chatham,  and  the  rev.  Dr. 
Wilmot  (both  since  dead),  to  pre¬ 
serve  safely  and  to  keep  secret 
until  the  demise  of  his  said  majesty  ; 
that  lord  Warwick  afterwards  in¬ 
formed  the  deponent  that  these  se¬ 
veral  papers  and  documents  were 
then  at  Warwick- castle  •  that 
shortly  afterwards  the  said  lord 
Warwick,  on  his  return  from  War¬ 
wick- castle,  delivered  a  part  of 
these  papers  into  the  deponent’s 
hands,  the  duke  of  Kent  being 
present ;  and  among  others,  the 
paper  writing  annexed,  under  the 
royal  sign  manual :  and  then  the 
party  recited  the  paper.  The  ques¬ 
tion,  therefore,  now  was,  whether 
this  court  was  required  by  law  to 
issue  its  process  as  prayed. 

The  party  making  this  applica¬ 
tion  had  alleged,  that  his  late  ma¬ 


jesty  did  not  appoint  any  executor, 
or  dispose  of  the  residue  of  his 
personal  property ;  but  that  his 
present  majesty  had  become  en¬ 
titled,  in  right  of  his  crown,  to 
all  the  personal  estate  and  per¬ 
sonalty  of  his  said  late  majesty 
remaining  undisposed  of.  Now  the 
paper  itself  directed  the  sum 
named  to  be  paid  by  the  royal  tes¬ 
tator’s  heir  and  successor.  This, 
therefore,  was  not  a  question  be¬ 
tween  the  asserted  legatee  and 
any  subject,  either  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  executor,  or  of  residuary 
legatee,  or  of  next  of  kin.  No 
subject  was  interested  in  opposing 
the  present  paper,  but  the  claim 
was  directly  on  the  reigning  sove¬ 
reign.  Consequently,  the  process 
prayed,  was,  in  substance,  a  pro¬ 
cess  against  the  sovereign  ;  though 
in  form  it  was  described  to  be  “  a 
business  of  citing  the  king’s  proc¬ 
tor.”  But  it  was  added,  “  on 
behalf  of  our  sovereign  lord,  the 
king,  as  the  heir  and  successor  of 
his  late  majesty.”  When  this  ap¬ 
plication  was  first  mentioned,  the 
court  asked  the  counsel,  whether 
they  had  any  precedent  to  adduce. 
The  object  of  the  court  in  this  in¬ 
quiry  was,  at  the  earliest  stage  of 
the  proceeding,  to  set  all  possible 
research  in  motion  ;  not,  however 
requiring  a  precedent  in  all  its  cir¬ 
cumstances  precisely  similar  to  the 
present  case;  but  in  order  to  as¬ 
certain  (if  such  could  be  found 
either  in  the  records  of  this  court, 
or  elsewhere),  whether  any  prin¬ 
ciple  or  analogy  could  be  extracted, 
that  should  furnish  the  court  with 
a  legal  authority  to  govern  the 
present  case.  The  history  of  the 
wills  of  our  sovereigns,  from  the 
Saxon  times — from  the  reign  of 
Alfred  the  Great,  for  instance — 
down  to  the  present  day,  had  ac¬ 
cordingly  been  diligently  searched 
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and  examined ;  but  no  instance 
bad  been  produced  of  probate 
being  taken  in  tbe  ecclesiastical 
courts  of  the  will  of  any  of  these 
sovereigns,  much  less  of  such  wills 
having  been  contested  there  against 
a  reigning  sovereign.  In  the  rolls 
of  parliament  a  single  instance 
occurred,  having  something  of  a 
reference  to  such  a  jurisdiction ; 
and  this  was  the  instance  men¬ 
tioned  by  lord  Coke  (in  the  4th 
inst.),  and  by  other  text  writers 
before  him.  But  what  did  this 
amount  to  ?  In  the  rolls  of  parlia¬ 
ment  (1st  Henry  V.)  it  was  set 
forth,  that  Henry  IV.  made  a  will, 
and  thereof  appointed  executors; 
that  such  executors,  fearing  the 
insufficiency  of  the  assets,  declined 
to  act ;  j  that  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  deceased  king’s  effects 
would  be  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  as  ordi¬ 
nary,  who  should  direct  them  to 
be  sold ;  but  that  Henry  V,  instead 
of  allowing  such  effects  to  be  sold, 
took  to  them,  and  agreed  to  pay 
the  appraised  value  of  them.  This 
was  all,  which  he  (sir  John 
Nicholl)  had  been  able  to  collect 
from  the  rolls  of  parliament,  as  to 
the  case  referred  to.  There,  how¬ 
ever,  subjects  were  executors ;  sub¬ 
jects  alone  were  interested  in  the 
effects  so  bequeathed ;  and  the  so¬ 
vereign  agreed  to  take  the  whole 
of  them,  paying  the  value.  Ex¬ 
cept  this  case,  mentioned  in  the 
rolls  of  parliament,  and  occurring 
nearly  400  years  ago,  when  the 
matter  could  neither  have  been 
very  much  discussed,  nor  very  well 
considered,  the  court  did  not  find 
the  slightest  trace,  or  allusion  to, 
and  still  less  exercise  of,  jurisdic¬ 
tion  over  the  wills  of  sovereigns. 
The  only  royal  will  deposited  in 
the  registry  of  that  court,  was  the 
will  of  Henry  VIII,  and  that  was 


not  an  original,  but  a  copy ;  but  it 
bore  on  the  face  of  it  no  trace  of 
having  had  probate  of  it  granted 
to  it  under  this  jurisdiction.  Since 
the  date  of  that  will,  during  a 
period  of  300  years,  no  instance 
had  occurred  of  the  will  of  any 
English  sovereign  having  been 
brought  into  that  court.  The 
statute  of  the  24th  Henry  VIII., 
cap.  12,  was  evidently  passed,  only 
with  the  view  of  checking  the 
then  frequent  appeals  to  Rome, 
which  appeals  it  for  the  future  en¬ 
tirely  cut  off.  But  its  object  was 
certainly  in  no  degree  to  subject 
the  sovereign  to  the  ordinary  ju¬ 
risdiction  of  the  spiritual  courts. 
During  300  years,  then,  there  was 
no  instance  of  the  will  of  a  sove¬ 
reign  taking  probate,  or  of  pro¬ 
bate  being  claimed  of  such  a  will, 
in  the  archbishop’s  court.  If  it 
was  true — as,  indeed,  it  was  enact¬ 
ed  in  the  l6th  Richard  II.,  by  the 
bishops,  lords,  and  commons  in 
parliament  assembled — that  by  the 
constitutions  of  this  country  the 
kings  had  at  all  times  a  right  to 
make  their  wills,  it  was  to  be  pre¬ 
sumed  that  they  had,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  exercised  their  right  of 
testacy ;  and  one  case  had  occurred 
so  late  as  the  time  of  George  I., 
who  executed  such  a  testament. 
But  if  no  instance  was  to  be  found 
of  a  probate  having  ever  issued 
from  that  court,  or  of  any  sove¬ 
reign’s  will,  since  the  copy  of  the 
will  of  Henry  VIII.  having  been 
deposited  in  the  registry  of  this  ju¬ 
risdiction,  pretty  decisive  proof 
was  furnished,  that  this  court  had 
really  no  jurisdiction  whatever  in 
these  subjects.  The  learned  judge 
proceeded  to  say,  that  supposing 
even  that  from  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII  to  the  reign  of  George  IV, 
all  intermediate  sovereigns,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  George  I,  had  died 
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intestate,  still  the  inference  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  same  with  regard 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court ; 
that  of  the  effects  of  all  other  per¬ 
sons  dying  intestate,  the  ordinary 
granted  administration,  and  an¬ 
ciently  he  might  do  so  to  whom  he 
would,  but  under  the  1st  Henry 
VIII,  administration  was  directed 
to  be  granted  to  the  widows  and 
next  of  kin  of  intestates  ;  that  by 
22nd  and  2 3rd  Henry  VIII,  cap. 
2,  called  the  Statute  of  Distribu¬ 
tions,  the  administrator  became  a 
trustee  for  the  purpose  of  admi¬ 
nistering  the  property,  and  distri¬ 
buting  it,  as  therein  required ;  but 
that  of  a  departed  sovereign,  dying 
intestate,  the  successor  was  exclu¬ 
sively  entitled  to  the  personal  pro¬ 
perty.  But  in  order  to  have  legal 
authority  to  collect  and  recover 
the  property,  there  was  no  instance 
of  succeeding  sovereigns — like  or¬ 
dinary  persons — coming  to  this 
court  for  letters  of  administration. 
It  would  indeed  be  contrary  to  all 
principles  of  law,  that  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  ordinary  should  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  give  his  majesty  legal 
powers  to  act.  All  this  appeared 
to  furnish  abundant  evidence,  that 
such  a  jurisdiction,  as  that  which 
had  been  attributed  to  the  court, 
did  not,  in  truth,  exist.  The  tes¬ 
tamentary  courts  of  the  archbi¬ 
shops  of  England,  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  provinces,  were  described  as 
“  prerogative  courts  each  arch¬ 
bishop  having  the  prerogative  of 
granting  probate  and  administra¬ 
tions,  in  the  case  of  persons  dying 
seized  of  bona  notabilia  within  his 
province.  Still  these  were  only 
Inferior  and  subordinate  jurisdic¬ 
tions.  The  style  of  these  courts 
had  no  connexion  whatever  with 
the  royal  prerogatives  of  the 
crown;  for  though,  derivatively, 
they  were  the  king’s  ecclesiastical 


courts,  the  sovereign  being  the 
fountain  of  all  justice,  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  and  civil,  and  the  king  being 
the  supreme  head  of  the  church, 
yet  immediately  they  were  only 
the  courts  of  the  ecclesiastical  or¬ 
dinary.  The  ordinary,  and  not 
the  crown,  appointed  their  judges  : 
they  were  subject  to  the  control  of 
the  king’s  courts  of  chancery  and 
common  law,  in  case  they  exceeded 
their  jurisdiction.  That  this  court, 
therefore,  should  now,  for  the  first 
time,  presume  to  entertain  a  suit 
for  so  delicate  an  office  as  that  of 
deciding  on  the  will  of  his  late 
majesty,  would,  under  any  circum¬ 
stances,  and  in  any  form,  require 
much  caution  and  consideration, 
before  it  could  be  resolved  upon. 
But  it  was  a  suit  not  merely  to 
try  the  validity  of  the  will  of  his 
late  majesty,  but  to  grant  also  the 
process  of  this  court  against  the 
reigning  sovereign.  It  was  a  de¬ 
mand  upon  his  present  majesty, 
which  was  to  be  enforced  adversely. 
That  such  a  process  could  not  issue 
directly  against  his  majesty,  seemed 
to  be  admitted  by  the  party  ;  who 
prayed  it,  not  as  against  the  sove¬ 
reign  himself,  but  as  against  the 
king’s  proctor.  It  would  of  course 
be  quite  a  novelty  in  constitutional 
law  to  attempt  to  implead  the  so¬ 
vereign  personally.  No  principle 
of  that  law  seemed  to  be  more  di¬ 
rectly  laid  down  than  this — that 
no  one  could  proceed  directly  as 
against  the  king.  The  common 
law  methods  of  obtaining  posses¬ 
sion  or  restitution  from  the  crown 
of  either  real  or  personal  property, 
are — 1,  by  petition  of  right ;  2nd, 
by  monstrans  de  droit ,  manifesta¬ 
tion  of  plea  or  right,  both  of 
w'hich  may  be  preferred  or  prose¬ 
cuted  either  in  the  chancery  or 
exchequer.  It  was  not  necessarv 
in  the  present  case,  for  the  court 
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to  say,  whether  a  remedy  could  he 
obtained  elsewhere.  The  learned 
judge,  after  showing  that  the 
same  difficulty  which  he  had  point¬ 
ed  out  as  attaching  to  a  process 
that  went  to  impeach  the  king  in 
his  own  courts,  would  attach  to  it 
if  granted  against  the  king’s  proc¬ 
tor  ;  that  he  knew  of  no  precedent 
in  which  any  such  process  had 
been  ever  served  personally  on  the 
king’s  proctor ;  and  that  he  did 
not  think  the  king’s  proctor,  either 
by  his  warrant,  or  virtute  officii , 
empowered  to  represent  the  person 
of  the  king,  concluded  his  sen¬ 
tence  by  pronouncing  that  the 
court  had  no  jurisdiction.  If  this 
application,  were  properly  made, 
under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
law  and  constitutions  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  before  other  tribunals  (and 
this  court  was  not  bound  to  sug¬ 
gest  either  the  mode  or  the  court 
in  which  such  a  proceeding  should 
be  instituted),  no  doubt  ought  to 
be  entertained,  that  real  justice 
would  be  done. 


Metropolitan  Court  of  Ar¬ 
magh,  Oct.  21,  1822. 

The  Office  of  his  Grace,  the 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Armagh ,  Pri¬ 
mate  and  Metropolitan  of  all  Ire¬ 
land,  at  the  promotion  of  Thomas 
Tilly,  the  Proctor  of  said  Office, 
against  the  Honourable  and  Right 
Reverend  Percy  Jocelyn,  Lord  Bi¬ 
shop  of  Clogher,  and  one  of  the 
Suffragan  Bishops  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Church  of  Armagh. — This 
cause  of  office  was  this  day  called 
on  for  hearing  in  the  presence  of 
his  grace,  the  lord  primate,  and  of 
four  of  his  suffragan  bishops,  viz  : 
the  lords  bishops  of  Kilmore, 
Derry,  Dromore,  and  Raphoe,  and 
of  the  right  hon.  Dr.  Radcliff, 
his  grace’s  vicar-general,  and  of 


other  distinguished  and  respectable 
personages.  The  bishop  of  Clogher 
having  been  thrice  caUed  in  open 
court,  did  not  appear ;  and  in  pain 
of  his  contumacy  and  contempt, 
the  cause  was  proceeded  in  to  a 
hearing  and  to  its  final  determina¬ 
tion. 

Sir  Henry  Meredyth,  the  lead¬ 
ing  advocate  for  the  office,  stated 
the  case.  The  bishop  of  Clogher, 
said  he,  is  an  ecclesiastic,  and  as 
such  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
church.  He  has  been  for  many 
years  a  priest  in  holy  orders.  In 
the  year  1809  he  was  promoted  to 
the  united  bishoprics  of  Leighlin 
and  Ferns :  on  that  occasion  he 
was  duly  consecrated  and  en¬ 
throned,  and  he  then  swore  canon¬ 
ical  obedience  to  the  then  archbi¬ 
shop  of  Dublin,  as  his  metropo¬ 
litan,  and  subscribed  to  the  canons 
of  the  church.  For  11  years  he 
acted  as  the  bishop  or  pastor  of 
that  diocese,  and  with  a  character 
and  conduct,  which  did  honour  to 
himself  and  his  high  office;  inso¬ 
much,  that  in  the  year  1820,  a 
little  more  than  two  months  after 
the  accession  of  his  present  ma¬ 
jesty  to  the  throne,  he  was  deemed 
worthy  of  advancement,  and  he  was 
accordingly  translated  to  the  see 
of  Clogher,  and  to  its  high  ho¬ 
nour  and  advantages.  On  that 
occasion  he  took  the  oath  of  canon¬ 
ical  obedience  to  the  then  lord 
primate  of  Ireland,  his  grace’s 
predecessor.  And,  in  the  month 
of  August,  in  the  same  year,  he 
attended  the  triennial  visitation  of, 
and  was  visited  by,  his  grace  the 
late  lord  primate,  as  one  of  his 
suffragan  bishops.  These  facts  are 
sustained  by  legal  and  appropriate 
evidence.  The  canons  of  the 
church  are  referred  to  in  the  plead¬ 
ing,  and  particularly  the  42nd  of 
those  canons,  by  which  he  was  and 
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is  bound  as  the  law  of  bis  conduct 
and  adoption.  That  canon  parti¬ 
cularly  prohibits  the  commission  of 
those  offences,  of  which  he  stands 
charged,  under  the  heaviest  penal¬ 
ties  of  the  law ;  and  it  is  for  the 
violation  of  that  canon,  and  under 
its  authority,  that  the  cause  of  de¬ 
privation  is  now  proceeded  in 
against  him.  The  particular  facts, 
which  constitute  that  offence,  are 
fully  detailed  in  the  pleading  and 
the  written  evidence.  That  evi¬ 
dence  is  now  permanent  and  re¬ 
corded;  and  it  fully  evinced  the 
existence  of  those  evil  habits  and 
propensities  in  that  unhappy  man, 
with  which  he  then  stood  charged, 
and  which  formed  the  foundation 
of  that  sentence  which  was  to  be 
pronounced  against  him.  It  also 
proved  the  fatal  and  depraved  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  he  associated  him¬ 
self  with  a  private  soldier,  wholly 
beneath  him  in  rank  and  station, 
as  the  unworthy  and  vicious  part¬ 
ner  of  his  depravity  and  guilt. 
The  place  chosen  by  him  for  that 
base  purpose  was  also  unfitted  to 
him  as  a  prelate  of  the  church, 
and  a  man  of  high  rank  and  sta¬ 
tion  ;  it  was  a  common  alehouse, 
situate  in  St.  Alban’s-place,  in  the 
city  of  Westminster.  In  his  career 
of  vice  he  was  fortunately,  nay, 
providentially  stopped,  before  he 
had  perpetrated  the  last  foul  act, 
or  crime,  which  he  himself  de¬ 
signed  ;  and  by  which,  if  com¬ 
mitted,  his  life  would  have  been 
forfeited  to  the  offended  laws  of 
the  country.  Being  found  by  the 
watchmen  and  others,  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  disgraceful  and  degrading  to 
Mm,  he  was  made  a  prisoner,  in 
order  to  be  removed  to  the  watch- 
house  of  the  district.  He  endea¬ 
voured,  but  in  vain,  to  dissuade 
them  from  their  purpose.  On  his 
removal,  and  close  to  that  public- 


house  in  which  he  had  been  de¬ 
tected  and  arrested,  he  was  seen 
and  recognized  by  a  respectable 
gentleman  of  Ireland,  who,  from 
his  previous  knowledge  of  his 
dress,  person,  and  appearance, 
proved  his  identity.  He  had 
upon  him  at  the  time  his  usual 
and  proper  dress,  as  a  bishop  or 
dignitary  of  the  church.  There 
was  no  disguise  or  concealment 
upon  his  person  or  appearance. 
That  circumstance  had  created  an 
early  suspicion  and  observance  of 
him  and  his  actions  on  that 
night,  and  contributed,  with  many 
other  circumstances  proved  in  this 
cause,  to  the  establishment  of  his 
identity,  which,  under  other  cir¬ 
cumstances,  might  have  been  diffi¬ 
cult  of  attainment  and  of  proof. 
In  his  way  to  the  watch-house,  he 
was  surrounded  and  insulted  by 
many  persons,  who  pressed  upon 
him,  and,  in  a  situation  degrading 
to  himself  and  his  high  office,  he 
approached  to  and  passed  the  gates 
of  Carlton  Palace.  What  his 
sensation  and  sentiments  were,  or 
must  have  been  on  that  occasion, 
may  be  conceived ;  he  must  have 
then  felt  that  he  was  “  fallen/' 
That  feeling  he  himself  displayed 
in  a  strong  convulsive,  but  ineffec¬ 
tual  struggle  for  his  release  and 
enlargement — a  circumstance,  too, 
which  is  of  value  in  the  ascertain¬ 
ment  of  his  guilt  and  identity. 
Upon  his  arrival  at  the  watch- 
house,  the  bishop  and  his  asso¬ 
ciate  were  brought  together  into 
the  presence  of  the  constable  of 
the  watch — a  Mr.  John  Latchford. 
The  bishop  had  then  to  meet  and 
see  those  persons,  who,  he  knew, 
could  and  did  depose  against  him ; 
in  his  presence  and  hearing,  and  in 
that  of  his  associate,  the  full  par¬ 
ticulars  of  their  crime  were  dis¬ 
closed  and  detailed ;  he  did  not 
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mild  could  not  deny  their  truth ; 
his  name  and  address  were  asked 
of  him  by  Latchford;  he  posi¬ 
tively  declined  and  refused  to  give 
them.  That  refusal,  under  its 
circumstances,  was  natural ;  the 
constable,  however,  had  a  duty  to 
perform,  and  after  that  refusal, 
and  in  order  to  obtain  some  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  that  person  who  was 
thus  heavily  accused,  and  yet  ap¬ 
peared  to  be,  and  was  in  the  habit 
of  a  dignified  clergyman,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  examine 
the  bishop’s  person.  He  then  ap¬ 
proached  to  him,  the  bishop  at 
that  moment  bearing  upon  his  per¬ 
son  strong  evidence  of  his  guilt, 
and  by  his  acts  and  expressions 
fully  admitting  it ;  during  the 
search,  the  bishop  was  observed 
by  Latchford  to  take  from  his 
pocket  a  paper  writing,  to  tear  it 
with  violence,  and  hastily  throw 
the  pieces  or  fragments  of  it  when 
torn,  into  the  fire-place  of  the 
room.  This  circumstance  attracted 
the  attention  of  Latchford ;  he  did 
not  then  observe  upon  it ;  he  knew, 
that  there  was  no  fire  in  the  grate 
nor  any  other  paper  in  it.  The 
bishop  was  shortly  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  to  a  cell,  or  place  of  solitary 
confinement  within  the  watch- 
house.  Shortly  after  his  removal, 
he  was  heard  by  Latchford  to  cry 
with  a  loud  voice,  “  could  he  not 
get  bail ;”  and  no  reply  being 
given,  he  asked  for  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  in  order  that  he  might 
write  a  note  or  letter.  The  pen, 
ink,  and  paper,  were  furnished  to 
him  by  the  directions  of  Latch¬ 
ford,  and  with  a  view  that  he 
might  be  thereby  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  some  knowledge  of  the  bi¬ 
shop’s  name  and  address,  which 
were  still  unknown  to  him.  The 
note  was  written  by  the  bishop, 
.and  by  his  desire  it  was  delivered 


to  Latchford,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  sent  to  the  person  and 
place  to  whom  and  where  it  was 
directed.  Latchford  retained  the 
note.  It  was  not  his  business  to 
admit  the  bishop  to  bail — he  could 
not  do  so.  The  bishop,  in  an 
anxious  and  importunate  manner, 
requested  and  urged  Latchford  to 
send  the  note  as  directed.  Latch¬ 
ford  informed  him  he  did  not  and 
could  not  send  it.  The  bishop  again 
and  again  called  on  him  and  pressed 
him  to  do  so,  and,  in  an  earnest  and 
supplicating  tone  of  voice,  cried  out, 
and  said — ■“  For  God’s  sake  send 
it ;”  but  Latchford  retained  the 
note,  and  it  is  now  in  evidence  and 
before  the  court.  That  note  has 
been  exhibited  to  many  persons 
now  resident  in  Ireland,  who  have 
been  for  many  years  acquainted 
with  the  bishop  and  his  hand¬ 
writing.  They  have  been  exa¬ 
mined  in  this  cause,  and  they  have 
all  agreed  in  their  evidence  of  this 
note  being  of  the  handwriting  of 
the  bishop,  and  that  the  initials 
“  P.  C.,”  subscribed  to  it,  denote  his 
Christian  name  and  title  of  ho¬ 
nour.  The  note  is  in  the  following 
words : — 

“  St.  James’s  Watch  House , 
“  Vine  Street. 

“  John  ; — Come  to  me  directly, 
don’t  say  who  I  am,  but  I  am 
undone.  Come  instantlv,  and  in- 
quire  for  a  gentleman  below  stairs, 
12  o’clock — I  am  totallv  undone. 

P.  C.” 

And  was  thus  addressed — • 

tc  Mr.  John  Warring, 

“  21,  Montague-street, 

“  Portman-square.” 

This  note  affords  strong  proof 
of  the  material  facts  of  this  case  ; 
the  crime  of  the  bishop;  his  con¬ 
sciousness  of  that  crime,  and  of 
his  then  alarming  situation;  and 
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liis  anxiety  to  conceal  Ms  name 
and  high  station.  It  also  affords, 
in  addition  to  the  other  circum¬ 
stances  adverted  to,  powerful  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  identity.  During  the 
remainder  of  this  unhappy  night, 
this  lost  and  degraded  man  was 
intent  upon  and  engaged  in  prayer. 
His  supplications  and  ejaculations 
throughout  the  night  were  loud 
and  unceasing.  He  was  visited 
occasionally  by  Latchford  in  the 
cell,  and  he  was  found  at  all  such 
times  upon  his  knees,  in  a  posture 
of  devout  prayer  and  devotion. 
After  the  removal  of  the  bishop  to 
his  cell,  Latchford  took  up  and 
collected  the  fragments  or  pieces 
of  the  torn  paper ;  he  joined  or 
pasted  them  together,  so  as  to 
make  the  writing  perfect  and  legi¬ 
ble.  He  preserved  it  carefully, 
and  also  the  note  which  had  been 
written  by  the  bishop,  and  retained 
both  of  them,  until  the  occasion  on 
which  they  were  afterwards  shown 
to  the  bishop.  In  the  forenoon  of 
the  following  day,  the  20th  of 
July,  the  bishop  was  removed  in 
custody  to  the  Police-office  of  the 
district  of  St.  James’s,  West¬ 
minster,  and  brought  before  Mr. 
Dyer,  the  sitting  magistrate.  In 
the  presence  and  hearing  of  the 
bishop  and  the  soldier,  the  several 
persons,  who  had  charged  them 
with  their  offences,  were  severally 
and  apart,  and  upon  their  oaths, 
examined.  It  was  viva  voce  exa¬ 
mination.  The  bishop  was  then 
professionally  assisted.  The  wit¬ 
nesses  deposed  to  and  detailed  the 
same  facts  against  him,  which  they 
had  stated  in  the  watch-house, 
and  now,  in  their  sworn  evidence 
in  this  cause.  The  bishop  did  not 
contradict,  or  deny,  the  truth  of 
these  charges.  He  was  particu¬ 
larly  called  on  and  required  by 
the  magistrate  to  attend  to  him, 


while,  in  order  to  give  a  further 
opportunity  for  denial  or  defence, 
he  read  to  him  and  to  the  soldier, 
a  private  and  short  note  of  these 
examinations,  which  he  had  taken 
for  his  own  information  and  guid¬ 
ance  ;  but  the  bishop  and  soldier 
remained  silent — they  sought  not 
any  evidence,  they  relied  not  on 
any  facts  for  their  acquittal,  or 
proof  of  their  innocence.  The 
bishop  appeared  before  the  magis¬ 
trate  and  his  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick  (a  principal  witness  to  this 
transaction),  in  the  dress  of  a  dig¬ 
nified  clergyman.  The  letter, 
which  the  bishop  had  torn,  and 
endeavoured  to  destroy  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  was  then  produced 
by  Mr.  Latchford,  and  given  to 
Mr.  Dyer,  who  read  it.  It 
was  of  a  private  nature.  The 
bishop,  by  himself  and  his  counsel, 
claimed  that  letter  as  his  own, 
and,  at  his  request,  it  was  given  to 
him.  Immediately  upon  getting 
possession  of  it,  the  bishop,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Dyer,  his  clerk, 
of  Latchford,  and  of  his  own 
counsel,  tore  and  destroved  that 
letter,  so  that  no  fragment  could 
have  been  then  saved,  or  can  be  now 
produced  in  evidence.  That  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  bishop  of 
Clogher,  and  bore  the  signature 
and  subscription  of  his  much-re¬ 
spected  nephew,  the  earl  of  Roden. 
The  note,  which  had  been  written 
by  the  bishop  in  the  cell,  was  then 
produced,  and  read  before  him  by 
the  magistrate.  The  circumstances, 
under  which  it  had  been  written 
and  detained,  were  fully  detailed 
by  Latchford,  and  admitted  by  the 
bishop.  He  was  then  informed 
by  the  magistrate  that  his  offence 
was  bailable,  and  that  bail  to  the 
amount  of  5001.  himself,  and  two 
sureties  in  250/.  each,  would  be 
required  for  his  appearance  at  the 
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next  Clerkenwell  sessions,  to  take 
his  trial  for  the  offences  then  im¬ 
puted  to,  and  sworn  against  him. 
His  bail  were  in  attendance..  He 
was  then  called  on  by  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  as  chief  clerk  of  the  office, 
to  give  him  his  name  and  address, 
in  order  to  perfect  his  bail.  The 
bishop  hesitated,  and  for  a  time 
refused.  He  was  then  informed, 
and  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
his  intended  bail,  that  it  was  ne¬ 
cessary  for  him  to  give  his  true 
name  and  address  ;  and  that  with¬ 
out  it,  his  bail  could  not  be  effect¬ 
ed,  or  himself  discharged.  He 
then,  of  himself,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  and  hearing  of  the  magis¬ 
trate,  his  clerk,  and  Latchford, 
freely  and  voluntarily  declared,  that 
he  was  the  honourable  and  right 
reverend  Percy  Jocelyn,  bishop  of 
Clogher,  in  Ireland ;  and  that  he 
was  then  residing,  or  lodging,  at 
21,  Montague-street,  Portman- 
square,  the  house  to  which  his 
note  of  the  preceding  night  had 
been  directed.  His  bail  were  then, 
and  in  his  presence  and  hearing, 
duly  sworn  to  their  qualifications, 
their  names  and  residences ;  one  of 
them  was  a  Mr.  John  Fay,  21, 
Montague-street,  in  which  house 
the  bishop  of  Clogher  had  pre¬ 
viously,  in  his  presence  and  hear¬ 
ing,  declared  he  was  a  lodger. 
The  bail  was  then  perfected,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  course  of  the  office, 
and  the  bishop  was  accordingly 
discharged  and  retired. 

The  Clerkenwell  sessions  com¬ 
menced  on  the  9th  of  September, 
but  the  bishop  did  not  attend  to 
take  his  trial,  pursuant  to  his  re¬ 
cognizance. 

The  evidence  was  then  read  in 
open  court,  nearly  in  the  order 
and  to  the  purport  following : — 

The  1st  Document — That  the 
bishop  of  Clogher  was  in  holy 


orders,  and  had  been  held  and  re¬ 
puted  to  be  so  for  20  years  past ; 
that  20  years  ago  he  held  a  rectory, 
and  performed  the  duties  thereof. 

2nd  Document  was  the  attested 
copy  of  impugnant’s  promotion  to 
the  see  of  Ferns,  bearing  date  the 
26th  of  August,  1809- 

3rd  Document  was  the  evidence 
of  his  consecration  to  that  see,  in 
Christ  Church,  Dublin,  by  the 
then  metropolitan  of  that  arch¬ 
diocese. 

4th  Document  was  the  evidence 
of  his  installation  and  enthrone¬ 
ment  in  the  cathedral  of  Ferns,  in 
September,  1809- 

5th  Document  was  the  attested 
copy  of  his  translation  to  the  see 
of  Clogher. 

6th  Document  was  his  installa¬ 
tion  and  enthronement  in  the  Ca¬ 
thedral  of  Clogher. 

7th  Document  was  the  attested 
copy  of  the  late  primate’s  patent. 

8th  Document  was  the  im¬ 
pugnant’s  admission  of  canonical 
obedience  to  the  late  primate,  as 
his  metropolitan,  bearing  date  Oc¬ 
tober,  1820. 

9th  Document  afforded  proofs, 
that  the  late  primate  acted  as 
such. 

10th  Document  was  the  oath  of 
canonical  obedience  sworn  by  im- 
pugnant  to  the  late  primate,  as  his 
metropolitan. 

11th  Document  was  the  proof 
of  the  late  primate’s  triennial  visi¬ 
tation  at  Monaghan,  in  and  for 
the  diocese  of  Clogher,  in  August, 
1820,  and  of  the  bishop  of  Clogher 
having  attended  there  as  the  suf¬ 
fragan  bishop  of  that  diocese. 

12th  Document  afforded  proof 
of  the  impugnant  having  left  the 
palace  of  Clogher  in  July  last,  and 
never  since  returned  thither. 

13th  Document  was  of  consi¬ 
derable  length,  and  went  to  esta- 
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blisli  the  criminality  of  the  impug- 
nant  when  in  London,  on  the  19th 
of  last  July,  in  association  with 
John  Moverly,  a  private  soldier  in 
the  1st  regiment  of  guards,  in  the 
public  house  of  Edward  Lee,  si¬ 
tuate  in  St.  Alban’s-place,  in  the 
city  of  Westminster,  and  county 
of  Middlesex ;  and  the  articles 
contained  were  supported  by  the 
testimony  of  James  Clark,  watch¬ 
man  ;  John  Plant,  shoemaker ; 
Robert  Gleeson,  and  Robert  Glegg, 
watchmen. 

1 4th  Document  was  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  John  Latchford,  the  con¬ 
stable  of  the  watch,  to  prove  the 
note  written  by  the  bishop  of 
Clogher,  in  the  watch-house  cell ; 
and  the  proof  of  the  hand- writing 
to  be  that  of  the  impugnant,  was 
testified  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Story,  and 
Mr.  Patrickson. 

15th  Document  proved,  that  the 
earl  of  Roden  is  nephew  to  the 
hon.  Percy  Jocelyn. 

16  Document,  proved  by  Mr. 
Michael  Fitzpatrick,  clerk  to  the 
sitting  magistrate,  Mr.  Dyer,  was 
the  arrest  and  bailing  of  the  im¬ 
pugnant,  and  hi?  acknowledgment 
at  that  time  of  his  name  and  dig¬ 
nity,  and  place  of  residence  in  Lon¬ 
don. 

17th  Document  proved  the  auc¬ 
tion  of  furniture,  &c.  at  Clogher, 
on  the  l6th  of  last  September,  and 
subsequent  days. 

18th  Document  proved  by  Hugh 
Lyle,  of  Oaks,  in  the  county  of 
Londonderry,  esq.,  that  the  person 
arrested  in  London  was  the  then 
lord  bishop  of  Clogher. 

Other  documents  were  also  read 
as  to  identity,  and  to  show  that 
the  libel  charged  occurred  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex.' — The  libel 
contained  54  articles. 

When  these  several  documents 
were  all  read  and  entered,  sir  Hen. 


Meredyth  stated  to  the  court,  that 
the  evidence  had  closed. 

The  evidence  being  thus  closed. 
Dr.  Staples,  on  the  part  of  the 
office,  observed  upon  it,  and  after 
stating  the  facts  of  the  case  he 
continued  in  nearly  the  following 
terms 

These,  said  he,  are  all  the  facts 
which  took  place  in  London ;  and 
they  abundantly  prove,  that  the 
person  accused  was  the  person  he 
represented  himself  to  be,  namely 
the  bishop  of  Clogher.  Yet  add 
to  this,  that  the  regular  process  of 
your  lordships  court  has  been  duly 
served  upon  the  real  bishop  of  that 
see,  at  his  episcopal  palace,  his  ca¬ 
thedral  church,  and  all  Other  places 
from  whence  the  service  of  such 
process  must  be  concluded  to  reach 
his  knowledge — that  the  process 
calls  upon  him  to  defend  himself 
against  these  disgraceful  charges, 
upon  pain  of  deprivation- — that 
the  charges  against  him  are  noto¬ 
rious  to  the  empire  and  the  world 
—-and  that  no  appearance  has  been 
entered  for  him,  no  defence  made, 
no  denial  of  the  charge  attempted; 
can  a  doubt  remain  as  to  the  bishop 
of  Clogher  being  the  guilty  indi¬ 
vidual  ?  But  we  have  further 
proved,  that  a  sale  by  auction  has 
taken  place  at  the  episcopal  palace 
— that  that  splendid  appendage  of 
his  dignity  has  been  left  as  a  naked 
ruin — that  all  this  must  have  been 
done  by  the  authority  of  the  bi¬ 
shop — that  he  has  absented  himself 
from  his  see  and  his  duty,  ever 
since  he  went  to  London,  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  commission  of 
the  enormities  charged  against 
him ;  altogether  forming  a  mass 
of  evidence  of  identity,  which  we 
conceive  to  be  perfectly  irresistible. 
The  offence  and  the  identity  of  the 
person  accused  being  thus  esta¬ 
blished,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
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to  trouble  the  court  at  much 
length  in  order  to  prove  their  ju¬ 
risdiction  and  authority  to  punish 
such  offences,  even  to  the  extent 
of  deprivation.  It  is  quite  settled 
law,  that  every  archbishop  has  pro¬ 
vincial  power  over  all  his  bishops, 
and  may  hold  his  court  where  he 
pleases  in  his  province,  and  officiate 
as  judge.  In  the  much-debated 
case  of  Lucy  v.  Watson,  bishop  of 
St.  David’s,  it  is  laid  down  by  lord 
Holt,  that  “  admitting  the  point 
of  j  urisdiction  to  be  disputed, 
would  be  to  admit  the  disputing  of 
fundamentals ;  for  the  archbishop 
has,  without  doubt,  provincial  ju¬ 
risdiction  over  all  his  suffragan 
bishops,  which  he  may  exercise  in 
what  place  of  the  province  he 
pleases,”  1  Burn’s  Eccl.  Law,  p. 
l67-  The  history  of  our  church 
also,  from  the  most  ancient  times, 
affords  abundant  instances  of  the 
exercise  of  this  jurisdiction ;  a 
number  of  those  instances  will  be 
found  collected  by  Dr.  Watson,  in 
his  Clergyman’s  Law,  p.  57-  The 
general  jurisdiction  is  therefore 
quite  clear.  Objections,  however, 
have  been  suggested,  that  this  ju¬ 
risdiction  is  confined  to  mere  ec¬ 
clesiastical  offences,  and  cannot  ex¬ 
tend  to  crimes  at  common  law.  To 
this  I  answer,  it  is  admitted  the 
ecclesiastical  court  cannot  try  a 
mere  temporal  offence — for  in¬ 
stance,  a  murder  committed  by  an 
ecclesiastic ;  for  that  court  cannot 
try  murder,  or  judge  what  is 
murder.  In  such  case,  in  order  to 
punish,  the  spiritual  court  must 
wait  for  conviction  by  the  tempo¬ 
ral  courts  (or  outlawry,  which  is 
tantamount),  and  build  their  sen¬ 
tence  upon  such  conviction.  This 
rule  extends  to  all  cases  where  a 
temporal  offence  alone  has  been 
committed  by  an  ecclesiastic.  But 
where  a  clergyman  is  guilty  of 


leading  a  profligate  life,  of  lewd¬ 
ness,  drunkenness,  gross  scandal, 
notorious  immorality,  and  the  like, 
such  conduct  is  punishable  by  the 
ecclesiastical  courts ;  and  in  that 
case,  facts  amounting  to  a  tem¬ 
poral  offence  may  be  charged  as 
evidence  (incidentally)  of  the  guilt 
imputed.  The  law  is  thus  laid 
down  by  sir  William  Scott,  in  the 
case  of  Nash  v.  Nash,  1st  vol.  of 
Mr.  Haggard’s  Reports,  p.  140.  In 
that  case,  which  was  a  suit  for  a 
divorce,  the  libel  charged  that  the 
party  impugnant  was  married  be¬ 
fore  ;  to  which  it  was  objected, 
that  such  a  charge  was  inadmissi¬ 
ble,  as  amounting  to  felony.  In 
giving  his  judgment  on  this  point, 
sir  W.  Scott  says,  “  Certainly  this 
court  cannot  inquire  into  a  felony 
directly,  even  where  a  clergyman, 
is  sued  for  the  purpose  of  depriva¬ 
tion.  But  it  is  very  frequent,  and 
has  occurred  in  practice,  to  admit  a 
fact  in  itself  criminal,  to  be  pleaded 
as  a  necessary  fact  of  the  evidence 
in  a  civil  suit.”  In  the  case  of 
Lucy  v.  Watson,  before  noticed,  it 
was  also  objected,  that  many  of  the 
charges  against  the  bishop  were 
temporal ;  on  which  lord  Holt  ob¬ 
serves,  “  The  distinction  which 
will  answer  most  of  the  objections 
is  this — that  as  to  what  relates  to 
the  office  of  bishop,  and  is  against 
his  duty,  the  spiritual  court  may 
deprive  him,  but  not  punish  as  for 
a  temporal  offence.”  His  lordship 
also  cited  Cawdry’s  case  in  5 
Coke’s  Reports,  p.  1,  in  which  the 
same  law  is  laid  down.  “  The 
ecclesiastical  law,  and  the  temporal, 
law  have  several  proceedings,  and 
to  several  ends.  The  one  temporal 
to  inflict  punishment  on  the 
body,  lands,  or  goods ;  the  other 
spiritual,  pro  salute  anivnos ;  th® 
one  to  punish  the  outward  man, 
the  other  to  reform  the  inward. 
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These  authorities  we  conceive  to 
he  decisive.  But  further  it  is  to 
be  observed,  that  in  the  case  before 
your  lordships  no  temporal  offence 
amounting  to  felony  is  charged* 
The  articles  impute  lewd  habits, 
gross  and  scandalous  practices  and 
immoralities,  none  of  them  amount¬ 
ing  to  felonies,  but  clearly  cogni¬ 
zable  in  this  court,  contrary  to  the 
canons,  and  subjecting  the  party 
to  deprivation.  Having  now,  as 
we  conceive,  established  the  facts 
charged  against  the  individual  ac¬ 
cused,  and  also  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  it  only  remains  to  pray 
for  your  lordship’s  sentence.  This 
is  a  duty,  which,  I  am  aware,  must 
be  most  painful  to  the  Court ;  yet, 
however  distressing  the  act  may  be, 
I  am  confident  your  lordship  will 
conscientiously  and  boldly  pro¬ 
nounce  that  sentence  which  the 
law  demands.  You  will  cut  off 
this  pestilent  member,  and  dis¬ 
charge  your  duty  to  your  country 
and  your  God. 

His  grace  the  Lord  Primate, 
after  some  conference  with  his 
brethren,  requested  that  the  Court 
should  be  cleared.  Sir  Henry 
Meredyth,  before  he  retired,  ten¬ 
dered  to  his  grace  a  written  sen¬ 
tence  for  his  perusal  and  approval, 
referring  to,  and  founded  upon  the 
evidence  in  the  cause;  this  his 
grace  received.  His  grace  and 
brethren  remained  for  some  time 
in  conference.  It  was  then  an¬ 
nounced,  that  the  court  was  opened, 
and  that  the  attendance  of  the  ad¬ 
vocates  and  proctor  of  office  was 
expected.  They  accordingly  at¬ 
tended  ;  and  thereupon  his  grace 
the  lord  primate,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  his  brethren  the 
lords  bishops,  of  his  vicar-general, 
and  of  other  distinguished  person¬ 
ages,  rose  from  his  seat,  and,  the 
entire  of  the  auditory  then  stand¬ 


ing,  and  the  bishop  of  Clogher 
being  again  thrice  called,  but  not 
appearing,  his  grace  proceeded  to 
read  the  sentence  in  open  court. 
When  he  had  finished,  he  signed  it 
in  open  court,  and  directed  it  to  be 
lodged  in  the  registry  of  his  dio¬ 
cese  ;  where  it  now  remains  a  record 
of  these  important  proceedings,  and 
of  their  perfect  consummation  by 
the  absolute  deprivation  and  depo¬ 
sition  of  Dr.  Percy  Jocelyn  from 
the  bishopric  of  Clogher,  and  from 
his  episcopal  order  and  authorities. 


Coroner’s  Inquest  on  the 

Marquis  of  Londonderry. 

(See  Deaths  p.  286.) 

The  inquest  was  held  at  his 
lordship’s  house  at  North  Cray. 

Before  the  jury  left  the  room, 
where  they  had  met,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  seeing  the  body,  one  of 
them  suggested  that  his  colleagues 
as  well  as  himself,  should  take  off 
their  shoes,  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  any  noise  that 
might  be  occasioned  by  them  in 
walking,  and  which  might  disturb 
the  marchioness.  This  hint  was 
immediately  acted  upon,  and  the 
jury  left  the  room.  They  were 
conducted  to  the  dressing-room,  in 
which  the  body  of  the  deceased 
lay,  and  where  it  had  remained 
from  the  preceding  morning.  It 
was  lying  with  the  feet  towards 
the  window,  on  the  face,  enveloped 
in  a  morning-gown,  with  a  hand¬ 
kerchief  tied  round  the  head.  The 
floor  was  covered  with  blood,  in 
which  the  garments  of  the  deceased 
were  drenched.  The  wound, 
which  had  occasioned  death ; 
was  pointed  out  to  the  jury ;  it 
was  immediately  under  the  left 
ear,  and  was  extremely  small. 
Not  a  word  was  spoken,  and  the 
jury  retired  once  more  to  the  din- 
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ing-room,  all  deeply  affected  by  the 
melancholy  spectacle  which  had 
been  presented  to  their  view.  On 
taking  their  seats  the  coroner 
called  the  first  witness, 

Mrs.  Anne  Robinson,  who  was 
sworn  and  examined. 

What  is  your  situation  in  the 
family  ? — I  wait  upon  the  mar¬ 
chioness  of  Londonderry. 

Did  you  know  the  marquis  of 
Londonderry? — I  did. 

j 

Is  that  his  body  which  lies  up 

stairs  ? — It  is. 

Have  you  observed  the  state  of 
his  health  lately  ? — - 1  have. 

9/ 

For  what  length  of  time? — In 
my  opinion  he  has  not  been  well 
during  the  last  fortnight,  and 
particularly  so  since  Monday  week. 

State  what  occurred  on  the  night 
preceding  his  death. — On  Sunday 
night  (that  is  two  nights  ago)  he 
rang  the  bell  of  his  bed-room — at 
least,  I  supposed  it  was  he.  I  an¬ 
swered  it.  He  asked  me,  why  lady 
Londonderry  had  not  been  to  see 
him.  I  answered,  that  lady  Lon¬ 
donderry  had  been  with  him  all 
day. 

Had  her  ladyship,  in  point  of 
fact,  been  with  him? — She  had,  and 
was  then  in  the  adjoining  room.  I 
then  went  away. 

Did  you  again  enter  the  room  ? 

• — I  did.  He  rang  the  bell  again, 
and  asked  me,  if  Dr.  Bankhead 
had  been  to  see  him  ?  I  said  he 
had,  and  had  been  with  him  a 
great  part  of  the  preceding  night. 
He  then  asked  me,  if  he  had  talked 
any  nonsense  to  Dr.  Bankhead  ? 
My  reply  was,  that  I  did  not  re¬ 
main  in  the  room  during  the  con- 
versation. 

Was  this  the  fact  ? — It  was. 

Did  you  then  leave  the  room  ? 
— I  did. 

What  happened  afterwards  ?— - 
He  rang  the  bell  of  his  bed-room 
Vol.  LX IV. 


again  at  seven  o’clock  on  Monday 
morning  (yesterday  morning.)  I 
answered  it.  When  I  went  into 
the  room,  he  asked  me  what  I 
wanted  there  ?  I  made  no  reply  ; 
but  her  ladyship  said,  “  Anne,  his 
lordship  wants  his  breakfast.”  Her 
ladyship  was  then  in  bed.  I  left 
the  room,  and  brought  the  break¬ 
fast  up.  He  found  fault  with  the 
breakfast,  and  said,  “  it  was  not  a 
breakfast  fit  for  him.”  He  said 
there  was  no  butter  there.  The 
butter,  however,  was  on  the  tray, 
and  the  breakfast  was  such  as  he 
usually  had. 

Was  there  any  thing  in  his 
manner,  on  this  occasion,  which 
appeared  to  you  extraordinary  ?-— < 
Yes ;  it  struck  me  as  uncommon. 
His  voice  was  sharp  and  severe, 
which  was  very  unusual  with  him. 
I  left  the  room  after  this. 

Were  you  again  summoned  to 
the  apartment  ? — I  was.  About 
half-past  seven  the  bell  rung  again. 
I  answered  it ;  and,  on  entering, 
his  lordship  asked  me,  if  Dr.  Bank- 
head  had  come  down  from  town 
yet  ? — I  answered  him,  that  Dr. 
Bankhead  had  slept  in  the  house. 
He  said  he  wished  to  see  him.  I 
went  to  the  doctor,  and  told  him 
my  lord  wished  to  see  him.  When 
my  lord  desired  me  to  call  Dr. 
Bankhead,  my  lady  was  in  the 
room,  and  she  followed  me  to  the 
door  to  speak  to  me.  My  lord,  on 
seeing  us  together,  said  there  was 
a  conspiracy  against  him.  After  I 
had  told  Dr.  Bankhead  of  my 
lord’s  wish,  I  returned  to  the  room, 
and  told  my  lord  he  would  be  with 
him  in  two  minutes.  As  soon  as 
my  lady  was  ready  to  go  into  her 
dressing-room,  and  had  shut  the 
door,  I  went  back  to  the  door  by 
which  I  had  entered.  My  lord 
was  then  sitting  up  in  bed.  As 
soon  as  mv  ladv  bad  retired,  my 
2  F 
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lord  got  out  of  bed,  and  shortly 
after  opened  the  bed-room  door, 
and  rushed  by  me  towards  his  own 
dressing-room.  [^Several  questions 
were  here  put  to  the  witness,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  situation  of 
these  rooms.  From  the  answers 
which  she  returned,  it  appeared,  that 
the  common  sleeping-room  opened 
into  a  passage,  on  either  side  of 
which  was  a  dressing-room — lady 
Londonderry’s  on  the  left,  his 
lordship’s  on  the  right.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  passage  was  ano¬ 
ther  door,  leading  to  Dr.  Bank¬ 
head’s  room.] 

What  followed  ? — I  called  to 
Dr.  Bankhead,  and  said  my  lord 
wanted  him.  Dr.  B.  immediately 
came  up,  and  followed  my  lord 
into  his  dressing-room.  Imme¬ 
diately  on  his  entrance,  I  heard 
him  exclaim,  “  my  lord  !”  or  “  my 
God !”  I  went  directly  into  the 
room,  and  saw  my  lord  in  Dr. 
Bankhead’s  arms.  I  remained  in 
the  room,  till  he  laid  my  lord  on 
the  floor,  with  his  face  to  the 
ground.  I  saw  blood  running  from 
him,  while  the  doctor  held  him.  I 
saw  a  knife  in  my  lord’s  hand,  but 
did  not  hear  him  say  any  thing — I 
was  much  alarmed.  [A  small-pen¬ 
knife,  with  a  blade  about  two 
inches  in  length,  and  nearly  half 
an  inch  in  width,  crooked  towards 
the  end,  was  then  shown  to  wit¬ 
ness.] 

Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the 
knife  you  saw  in  the  deceased’s 
hand  ? — I  do. 

What  did  you  then  do  ? — I 
went  to  my  lady’s  dressing-room. 

Did  you  see  the  deceased  use 
the  knife,  or  see  the  wound,  in 
the  bed-room  ? — No  ;  I  did  not. 

Did  you  perceive  any  wound  or 
blood,  while  he  was  in  the  bed¬ 
room  ?— No,  I  did  not. 

Are  you  quite  sure  there  was  no 


blood  upon  him,  while  he  was  in 
his  bed-room  ? — Quite  sure. 

Are  you  quite  sure  no  person 
went  into  the  bed-room  during  the 
interval  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
but  Dr.  Bankhead? — I  am  quite 
sure  that  no  person  did. 

The  Coroner. — The  object  of 
this  inquiry  is,  to  show  that  the  act 
must  have  been  done  by  the  de¬ 
ceased  himself,  and  not  by  any 
other  person. 

Now  with  respect  to  your  lord’s 
mind.  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any 
information  respecting  the  state  of 
his  mind  ? — The  state  of  his  mind 
was  very  bad ;  very  incorrect ; 
very  wild  in  every  thing  he  said 
and  did. 

Can  you  give  us  any  particular 
words  or  expressions  which  he 
used,  from  whence  we  may  be  able 
to  judge  of  the  state  of  his  mind? 
— I  can  say  in  the  first  place,  that 
he  asked  me  for  a  box  which  he 
said  lord  Clan  william  had  given  to 
me,  when  lord  Clan  william  never 
gave  me  any  box  ;  and  he  wished 
me  to  give  him  his  keys,  although 
they  were  in  his  own  possession, 
and  he  had  them  about  him. 

Did  he  express  any  apprehen¬ 
sions  of  the  persons  about  him  ? — .• 
Yes  ;  during  the  last  fortnight  he 
repeatedly  said  some  persons  had 
conspired  against  him. 

What  other  observation  did  you 
make  on  his  general  conduct? — 
He  was  very  wild,  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  last  day  before  his 
death. 

In  his  manner  ? — Yes,  in  his 
manner  ;  he  was  very  severe. 

In  speaking? — Yes. 

What  was  his  general  manner  ? 
— Always  mild  and  kind — very 
much  so. 

Had  he  expressed  any  particular- 
apprehensions  about  this  conspi¬ 
racy.  What  words  did  he  use  ?— 
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When  he  saw  two  people  speaking 
together,  my  lady  and  Dr.  Bank- 
head,  he  always  said  “  There  is  a 
conspiracy  laid  against  me.” 

I  would  ask  you  whether,  du¬ 
ring  Sunday  and  the  preceding 
days,  there  was  any  thing  in  his 
manner  which  induced  you  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  was  not  in  his  right 
mind  ? — Yes,  many. 

State  some  of  them  ? — He  scold¬ 
ed  my  lady  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
because,  as  he  said,  she  had  not 
been  with  him  all  day,  and  had 
entirely  forsaken  him  ;  although 
she  had  been  with  him  all  the 
morning.  This  was  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

You  have  na  doubt  that  his 
mind  was  disordered  for  some 
time  previous  to  his  death  ? — Not 
the  least ;  that  is  my  firm  persua¬ 
sion,  confirmed  by  all  I  observed. 

The  Coroner. — Would  any  gen¬ 
tleman  on  the  jury  wish  to  put  a 
question  to  the  witness  ? 

The  jury  declined  putting  any 
question. 

Dr.  Charles  Bankhead  sworn 
and  examined. — On  last  Friday 
afternoon,  at  5  o’clock,  I  received 
a  note  from  lady  Londonderry,  de¬ 
siring  me  to  come  as  soon  as  I 
eould,  to  see  the  marquis  of  Lon- 
donderrv,  at  his  house  in  St. 
James’s-square.  Her  note  stated, 
that  she  was  very  anxious  about 
his  lordship,  as  she  thought  he  was 
very  ill  and  very  nervous ;  that  they 
were  to  leave  town  for  North  Cray 
at  seven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and 
that  she  hoped  I  would  come  be¬ 
fore  that  hour.  I  arrived  in  St. 
James’s-square  at  six  o’clock,  and 
found  my  lord  and  lady  alone  in 
the  drawing-room.  Upon  feeling 
his  pulse,  I  conceived  him  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ill.  He  complained  of  a 
severe  head-ache,  and  of  a  confu¬ 
sion  of  recollection.  He  looked 


pale,  and  was  very  much  distressed 
in  his  manner.  I  told  him,  that  1 
thought  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  be  cupped,  and  that  I  would 
stay  and  dine  with  his  lady  and 
himself,  whilst  the  cupper  came. 
The  cupper  soon  arrived,  and  took 
seven  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
nape  of  his  lordship’s  neck.  After 
the  operation  was  performed,  he 
stated  that  he  was  very  much  re¬ 
lieved,  and  I  advised  him  to  lay 
himself  quietly  down  on  the  sofa 
for  half  an  hour ;  and,  as  he  had 
scarcely  eaten  the  whole  day,  to 
take  a  cup  of  tea,  before  he  got 
into  the  carriage  to  return  to  North 
Cray.  He  followed  my  advice,  and 
laid  himself  down  on  the  couch, 
where  he  remained  very  tranquil. 
After  this  he  drank  two  cups  of 
tea.  I  waited  until  I  saw  my  lady 
and  himself  get  into  the  carriage  in 
order  to  return  to  North  Cray.  Be¬ 
fore  his  departure,  his  lordship  said, 
that,  as  I  must  be  sure  he  was  very 
ill,  he  expected  that  I  would  come  to 
North  Cray,  and  stay  all  Saturday 
night,  and  if  possible,  all  Sunday. 
I  sent  with  him  some  opening  me¬ 
dicines,  which  he  was  to  take  early 
on  Saturday,  in  order  that  I  might 
know  the  effect  they  had  produced 
on  my  arrival.  I  know  that  he 
took  these  powders  on  Saturday. 
I  arrived  at  North  Cray  about  7 
o’clock  on  Saturday  evening.  I 
understood  that  his  lordship  had 
not  been  out  of  bed  all  day,  and  I 
immediately  proceeded  to  his  bed¬ 
room.  On  entering  his  bed-room, 
I  observed  that  his  manner  of  look¬ 
ing  at  me  expressed  suspicion  and 
alarm.  He  said  it  was  very  odd 
that  I  should  come  into  his  bed¬ 
room  first,  before  going  into  the 
dining-room  below.  1  answered 
that  I  had  dined  in  town,  and 
knowing  that  the  family  were  at 
dinner  down  stairs,  I  had  come  to 
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visit  him.  Upon  this  he  made  a 
reply  which  surprised  me  exceed¬ 
ingly.  It  was  to  this  effect — that 
I  seemed  particularly  grave  in  my 
manner,  and  that  something  must 
have  happened  amiss.  He  then 
asked  me  abruptly,  whether  I  had 
any  thing  unpleasant  to  tell  him  ? 
I  answered  (C  No,  that  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  at  his  question,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  was  proposed.”  He 
then  said,  “  the  truth  was,  that 
he  had  reason  to  be  suspicious  in 
some  degree,  but  that  he  hoped 
that  I  would  be  the  last  person 
who  would  engage  in  any  thing 
that  would  be  injurious  to  him.” 
His  manner  of  saying  this  was  so 
unusual  and  so  disturbed,  as  to  sa¬ 
tisfy  me  that  he  was  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  labouring  under  mental  de¬ 
lusion.  I  entreated  him  to  be  very 
tranquil,  and  prescribed  for  him 
some  more  cooling  and  aperient 
medicines,  confined  him  to  barley 
water,  and  allowed  him  slops  only. 
I  remained  with  him  during  Sa¬ 
turday  night  and  till  one  o’clock 
on  Sunday  morning.  Though  his 
fever  was  not  very  high  during  any 
part  of  this  time,  yet  the  incoher¬ 
ence  of  his  speech,  and  the  uneom- 
fortableness  of  his  manner  con¬ 
tinued  unaltered.  During  Sunday 
I  visited  him  frequently,  and  con¬ 
tinued  with  him  in  the  evening 
till  half-past  12  o’clock.  I  advised 
him  to  be  as  tranquil  as  possible, 
and  told  him  that  I  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  persuade  my  lady  to 
come  to  bed.  I  slept  in  a  room 
very  near  that  of  his  lordship.  On 
Monday  morning,  about  7  o’clock, 
Mrs.  Robinson,  my  lady  London¬ 
derry’s  maid,  came  to  my  room 
door,  and  asked  if  I  was  dressed, 
telling  me,  “  my  lord  wished  to 
see  me  by  and  bye.”  I  answered, 
that  I  was  ready  to  come  that  mo¬ 
ment;  but  Mrs.  Robinson  said. 


that  she  did  not  wish  me  to  come 
then,  because  her  ladyship  had  not 
left  the  bed-room.  In  about  half 
an  hour,  she  returned  again,  and 
said,  that  his  lordship  would  be 
glad  to  see  me  immediately,  as  her 
ladyship  was  putting  on  her  gown, 
in  order  to  go  into  her  own  dress¬ 
ing-room.  On  walking  from  mv 
own  room  to  lord  Londonderry’s 
bed-room,  I  observed  that  the  door 
of  the  latter  was  open,  and  could 
perceive  that  his  lordship  was  not 
in  it.  In  an  instant  Mrs.  Robin¬ 
son  said  to  me,  “  his  lordship  has 
gone  into  his  dressing-room.”  I 
stepped  into  his  dressing-room,  and 
saw  him  m  his  dressing-gown, 
standing  with  his  front  towards 
the  window,  which  was  opposite 
to  the  door  at  which  I  entered. 
His  face  was  directed  towards  the 
ceiling.  Without  turning  his  head, 
on  the  instant  he  heard  my  step, 
he  exclaimed,  <<r  Bankhead,  let  me 
fall  upon  your  arm — >’tis  all  over.” 
As  quickly  as  possible  I  ran  to  him, 
thinking  he  was  fainting  and  going 
to  fall.  I  caught  him  in  my  arms  as 
he  was  falling,  and  perceived  that 
lie  had  a  knife  in  his  right-hand, 
very  firmly  clenched,  and  all  over 
blood.  I  did  not  see  him  use  it  ; 
he  must  have  used  it,  before  I  came 
into  the  room.  In  falling  he  de¬ 
clined  upon  one  side,  and  the  blood 
burst  from  him  like  a  torrent  from 
a  watering  pot.  I  was  unable  to 
support  him,  and  he  fell  out  of  my 
arms.  I  think  the  wound  must 
have  been  inflicted  as  soon  as  I  put 
my  foot  on  the  threshold  of  the 
door;  its  nature  was  such,  that 
the  extinction  of  life  must  have 
followed  it  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye.  I  think  that  not  less  than 
two  quarts  of  blood  flowed  from 
him  in  one  minute.  I  am  satisfied 
that  a  minute  did  not  elapse  from 
the  moment  of  my  entering  the 
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room  until  he  died,  and  during  that 
time  he  said  not  a  word,  except 
that  which  I  have  already  men¬ 
tioned.  It  was  impossible  that  any 
human  being  could  have  inflicted 
the  wound  but  himself.  Having 
known  him  intimately  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  I  have  no  hesi¬ 
tation  in  saying,  that  he  was 
perfectly  insane  when  he  commit¬ 
ted  this  act.  I  had  noticed  a  great 
decline  in  the  general  habit  of  his 
health  for  some  weeks  prior  to  his 
death;  but  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
mental  delusion  under  which  he 
was  labouring,  till  within  three  or 
four  days  of  his  decease. 

The  verdict  was — <(  That  on  an 
inquest  taken  at  the  house  of  the 
late  most  noble  Robert,  marquis  of 
Londonderry,  at  North  Cray,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  on  Tuesday,  the 
13th  of  August,  on  view  of  the 
body  of  the  said  marquis,  we,  the 
jurors,  on  our  oaths,  say,  that  the 
said  marquis  of  Londonderry,  on  the 
12th  of  August,  and  for  some  time 
previously,  under  a  grievous  dis¬ 
ease  of  mind,  did  labour  and  lan¬ 
guish,  and  by  reason  of  the  said  dis¬ 
ease,  became  delirious,  and  not  of 
sound  mind  ;  and  that,  on  the  said 
12th  of  August,  in  the  said  parish, 
while  labouring  under  such  disease, 
did,  with  a  certain  knife,  of  iron 
or  steel,  upon  himself  make  an  as¬ 
sault,  and  did  strike,  and  cut,  and 
stab  himself  on  the  carotid  artery  ; 
and  gave  himself  one  mortal  wound 
of  the  length  of  one  inch,  and  of 
the  depth  of  two  inches  ;  of  which 


said  mortal  wound  he  did  then  and 
there  instantly  die  ;  and  being  un¬ 
der  a  state  of  mental  delusion  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and,  by  the 
means  aforesaid,  did  kill  and  des¬ 
troy  himself,  and  did  not  come 
by  his  death  through  the  means  of 
any  other  person  or  persons  what¬ 
soever.” 

The  Coroner,  before  he  dismissed 
the  jury,  read  to  them  a  letter  from 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  which 
showed  what  was  the  opinion  of 
his  grace  as  to  the  state  of  lord 
Londonderry’s  mind  on  the  9th  of 
August. 

The  letter  was  addressed  to  Dr. 
Bankhead,  and  was  dated  9th 
August,  1822.  It  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — - 

“  Dear  Sir  ; — I  called  upon  you 
with  the  intention  of  talking  to 
you  on  the  subject  of  the  health  of 
lord  Londonderry,  and  to  request 
of  you  that  you  will  call  on  him. 
I  told  his  lordship  that  he  was  un- 
well,  and  particularly  requested 
him  to  send  for  you ;  hut  lest  he 
should  not,  I  sincerely  hope  that 
you  will  contrive,  by  some  pre¬ 
tence,  to  go  down  to  his  lordship. 
I  have  no  doubt  he  is  very  unwell  ; 
he  appears  to  me  to  have  been  ex¬ 
ceedingly  harassed,  much  fatigued, 
and  over-worked  during  the  late 
session  of  parliament  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  labours  under  mental 
delirium ;  at  least  this  is  my  im¬ 
pression.  I  beg  you  will  never 
mention  to  any  body  what  I  have 
told  you  respecting  his  lordship.” 
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First  Report  on  Agriculture. 


Tlie  Select  Committee,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  alle¬ 
gations  of  the  several  petitions 
which  have  been  presented  to  the 
House  in  the  last  and  present 
sessions  of  Parliament,  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  distressed  state 
of  the  agriculture  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  to  report  their 
observations  thereupon  to  the 
House, 

Considered  that,  among  all  the 
important  objects  referred  to  them, 
none  could  be  more  deserving  of 
their  earliest  attention,  than  an  in¬ 
quiry  into  any  measures  that  could 
be  suggested  for  affording  some 
temporary  relief  to  the  distresses  of 
which  the  numerous  petitioners 
with  so  much  reason  complain,  and 
which  appear  from  the  returns 
of  the  average  prices  of  corn,  du¬ 
ring  the  late  weeks,*  tube  progres¬ 
sively  increasing  rather  than  dimi¬ 
nishing. 

Your  committee  do  not  venture 
to  determine,  whether  the  present 
state  of  the  corn-market  be  owing; 
to  an  excess  of  production,  or  to 
what  extent  that  excess  may  reach, 
beyond  the  usual  and  requisite 
supply ;  or  whether  the  necessities 


of  the  occupiers  of  land  cause  ail 
unprecedented  eagerness  to  dispose 
of  their  produce  at  almost  any 
price ;  but  it  appears  from  an  offi¬ 
cial  return,  that  the  quantity  of 
British  wheat  and  oats  (but  not  of 
barley)  sold  in  Mark-lane,  between 
the  1st  of  November  and  the  1st  of 
March  last,  has  very  considerably 
exceeded  the  quantity  sold  in  the 
corresponding  months  of  the  twenty 
preceding  years. 

Such  an  excess  of  supply  beyond 
demand  can  have  no  other  effect 
than  to  continue  the  depression  of 
price,  and  increase  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  the  stock  upon  hand ;  while 
it  is  evident,  from  the  present 
very  low  rate  of  price,  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  as  compared  with 
prices  in  this  country,  that  there 
is  no  chance  of  resorting  to  the  na¬ 
tural  expedient  of  relieving  the 
market  by  exporting  any  portion  of 
our  own  corn,  even  with  the  aid  of 
any  bounty  which  would  not  be 
excessive. 

T  wo  other  modes  have  therefore 
been  under  the  consideration  of 
your  committee ;  by  the  first  of 
which  it  was  proposed,  that  one 
million  of  exchequer  bills  should 
be  applied  to  purchasing,  through 
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fclie  agency  of  government,  and 
laying  up  in  store,  a  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  wheat  grown  in  the  United 
Kingdom  ;  and  by  the  second,  that 
facility  and  encouragement  should 
be  offered  to  individuals  to  deposit 
a  part  of  their  stock  in  warehouses, 
so  that  they  might  not  be  forced 
to  come  into  the  market  simulta¬ 
neously,  and  under  the  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  excessive  competition,  but 
might  be  enabled  to  wait  until  the 
supply,  having  approached  nearer 
to  the  wants  of  the  consumers, 
might  afford,  if  not  a  remunerat¬ 
ing,  at  least  a  price  somewhat  less 
ruinous  for  their  produce. 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these 
proposals,  the  general  objections 
against  making  the  public,  through 
the  executive  government,  a  dealer 
and  speculator  in  corn,  the  suspi¬ 
cions  to  which  it  might  give  rise, 
and  the  uneasiness  in  the  public 
feeling  which  it  might  eventually 
excite,  the  danger  of  its  being 
drawn  into  precedent,  the  claims 
which  it  might  be  supposed  to 
give  to  other  important  articles  of 
domestic  produce,  whenever  they 
might  be  exposed  to  similar  de¬ 
pression — and  the  universal  rule  of 
allowing  all  articles,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  find  their  own  natural 
level,  by  leaving  the  supply  to  ad¬ 
just  itself  to  the  demand,  dis¬ 
courage  your  committee  from  re¬ 
commending  it,  even  under  this 
extraordinary  emergency,  and  with 
all  the  guards  and  qualifications  of 
a  temporary  expedient.  But  with 
regard  to  the  second,  although 
much  less  efficacious  in  its  opera¬ 
tion,  the  objection  of  government 
becoming  a  purchaser  does  not 
apply,  as  individuals  would  in  this 
case  act  for  themselves,  and  ac- 
cording  to  their  own  discretion, 
the  government  interfering  no 
otherwise  than  by  making  ad¬ 


vances  upon  the  commodity  depo¬ 
sited,  which  would  be  repaid,  with 
a  low  rate  of  interest,  as  soon  as 
the  article  should  be  brought  to 
market. 

For  effecting  this  object,  two 
different  modes  have  been  suggest¬ 
ed  ;  by  one  of  which  it  was  pro¬ 
posed,  that  when  the  weekly  aver¬ 
age  price  is  under  58s.  (the  import 
scale  remainingas  at  present)  wheat 
should  be  stored,  subject  to  a 
monthly  allowance  of  6d.  per 
quarter,  until  the  average  price 
should  reach  65s. 

The  whole  quantity  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  600,000  quarters,  and  the  time 
for  which  the  allowance  should  be 
payable  not  to  exceed  12  or  18 
months. 

Not  more  than  a  certain  number 
of  quarters,  nor  less  than  another 
specified  number  of  quarters,  to  be 
stored  on  the  part  of  any  individual 
or  firm. 

The  owner  of  the  corn  so  depo¬ 
sited  to  be  at  liberty  to  withdraw 
it  at  any  time,  waiving  his  claim  to 
allowance,  or  refunding  it. 

The  other  proposition  was,  that 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
glut  which  at  present  presses  upon 
the  grain  market,  the  government, 
whenever  the  average  price  of  wheat 
shall  be  under  605-.  should  grant 
advances  of  money  upon  such  corn 
of  the  growth  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  as  should  be  deposited  in  fit 
and  proper  warehouses  upon  the 
river  Thames,  and  in  the  ports  to 
be  hereafter  specified,  to  an  extent 
not  exceeding  two-thirds  of  the 
market  value  of  such  corn  ;  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  corn  and  the  fitness  of 
the  warehouses  to  be  approved  of 
by  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the 
government. 

The  loan  to  be  at  the  rate  of  3 
per  cent.,  and  the  period  of  deposit 
not  to  exceed  12  months. 
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The  corn  to  be  withdrawn  at  the 
will  of  the  depositor,  upon  payment 
of  the  interest,  warehouse  rent,  and 
other  charges. 

The  sum  of  one  million  so  ap¬ 
plied,  would  probably  be  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  give  a  temporary  check  to 
the  excess,  which  is  continually 
poured  into  the  already  overstocked 
market. 

If  the  House  should  be  inclined 
to  agree  with  your  committee  in 
countenancing  the  latter  of  these 
propositions,  it  is  evident  that  it 
ought  to  lead  to  some  immediate 
proceeding  ;  and  although  no  very 
great  effect  can  be  contemplated 
from  adopting  it,  its  operation,  as 
far  as  it  may  extend,  can  hardly 
fail  to  afford  some  temporarv  re¬ 
lief. 

There  is  another  measure  also,  to 
which  it  is  fit  to  call  the  early  at¬ 
tention  of  the  House. 

The  foreign  grain  and  flour  of 
all  sorts,  in  different  warehouses 
under  the  king’s  lock,  appears  to 
have  amounted,  on  the  5th  of  Jan. 
last,  to  897;! 36  quarters ;  with 
regard  to  which,  although  there  is 
little  probability  that  it  can  soon 
come  into  competition  with  our 
home  produce,  yet  it  still  hangs 
over  the  market  in  a  formidable 
mass,  ready  to  he  poured  in  at  once, 
creating  no  small  degree  of  panic  as 
toils  future  operation,  and  invested 
with  a  sort  of  claim  (which  is  of 
the  utmost  importance)  to  be 
brought  out  free  from  duty,  when¬ 
ever  the  ports  shall  be  opened  un¬ 
der  the  existing  law,  even  sup¬ 
posing  any  duty  shall  he  imposed 
by  parliament,  under  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  that  law,  upon  all  corn 
hereafter  to  be  imported  from  fo¬ 
reign  parts. 

To  relieve  the  market  from  both 
these  inconveniences  it  may  he 
proper  to  permit  the  holders  of  such 


corn  now  in  warehouses,  under 
certain  adequate  regulations  and 
restrictions,  to  have  the  same  ground 
into  flour  for  the  purpose  of  expor¬ 
tation  ;  and  also  to  provide  by  le¬ 
gislative  enactment,  that  in  future 
any  foreign  corn  warehoused  in 
this  kingdom  shall  be  considered  as 
corn  coming  from  abroad,  and 
subject  to  all  such  duties  and  re¬ 
gulations  as  are  or  may  from  time 
to  time  he  imposed  upon  corn, 
coming  directly  from  a  foreign 
port. 

A  proposition  which  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  your  committee,  for  ad¬ 
vancing  loans  to  parishes  on  the 
credit  of  the  rates,  appeared  to  he 
attended  ■with  so  many  difficulties, 
and  to  be  so  little  applicable  to  the 
purpose  of  alleviating  the  distresses 
which  are  complained  of,  that  they 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  any  examination  of  it,  nor  to 
lay  it  before  the  House. 

Much  as  your  committee  lament 
that  so  little  prospect  of  immediate 
relief  can  he  held  out  to  the  ur¬ 
gent  distresses  which  have  been 
submitted  to  their  anxious  consi¬ 
deration,  they  think  it  material  to 
obviate  and  counteract  any  un¬ 
founded  alarm  which  mav  have 

a f 

been,  either  casually,  or  indus¬ 
triously,  circulated,  that  there  was 
ever  the  least  intention  entertained 
by  }rour  committee  of  rendering 
the  present  condition  of  the  British 
cultivators  worse  than  it  is  under 
the  existing  law  ;  and  they  there¬ 
fore  submit,  with  great  confidence, 
to  the  House,  that  the  act  of  the 
55th  of  the  late  king,  c.  26,  which 
regulates  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn,  ought  to  continue  in  force 
until  the  average  price  of  wheat 
shall  be  806“.  per  quarter,  and  other 
kinds  of  grain  in  proportion. 

It  is  impossible  to  carry  protec¬ 
tion  further  than  monopoly ;  and 
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it  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  mo¬ 
nopoly  the  British  grower  has  pos¬ 
sessed  for  more  than  three  years, 
that  is  ever  since  February,  1819, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ill-timed 
and  unnecessary  importation  of 
somewhat  more  than  700,000 
quarters  of  oats,  which  took  place 
during  the  summer  of  1820.  It 
must  be  considered  further,  that 
this  protection,  in  consequence  of 
the  increased  value  of  our  currency, 
and  the  present  state  of  the  supply 
of  corn  combined  with  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  an  early  harvest,  may,  in 
all  probability,  remain  uninter¬ 
rupted  for  a  very  considerable  time 
to  come. 

But  for  the  purpose  of  obviating 
the  dangers  in  which  this  law  can 
hardly  fail,  sooner  or  later,  to  in¬ 
volve  the  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  reasoning 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  last  session,  upon  the 
same  subject,  some  material  change 
must  be  contemplated  ;  your  com¬ 
mittee,  therefore,  cannot  avoid 
suggesting,  whether,  under  a  full 
view  of  all  the  circumstances,  it 
may  not  be  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  turn  its  immediate  attention  to 
the  ruinous  consequences  which 
must  follow  an  unlimited  importa¬ 
tion  and  free  sale  of  the  surplus 
produce  of  the  whole  agricultural 
world,  which  is  known  at  this  time 
to  be  in  a  state  of  glut,  at  least, 
equal  to  what  prevails  within  this 
kingdom,  no  less  impatient  for, 
and  unprovided  with  a  market, 
with  a  commodity  raised  at  much 
less  charge  than  our  own,  which 
the  proprietors  would  be  ready  to 
sell  even  at  a  considerable  loss, 
rather  than  not  dispose  of  it  at  all. 

The  excessive  inconvenience  and 
impolicy  of  our  present  system 
have  been  so  fully  treated,  and  so 
satisfactorily  exposed  in  the  report 


already  alluded  to,  that  it  is  unne¬ 
cessary  to  do  more  than  refer  to  it, 
adding  only,  that  every  thing 
which  has  happened  subsequently  to 
the  presentation  of  that  report,  as 
well  as  all  our  experience  since  1815, 
has  more  and  more  tended  to  de¬ 
monstrate  how  little  reliance  can 
be  placed  upon  a  regulation  which 
contains  an  absolute  prohibition  up 
to  a  certain  price,  and  an  unlimited 
competition  beyond  that  price  ; 
which,  so  far  from  affording  stea¬ 
diness  to  our  market,  may  at  one 
time  reduce  prices  already  too  low, 
still  lower  than  they  might  have 
been  even  under  a  free  trade,  and, 
at  another,  unnecessarily  enhance 
prices  already  too  high :  which 
tends  to  aggravate  the  evils  of 
scarcity,  and  render  more  severe 
the  depression  of  prices  from  abund¬ 
ance. 

The  mode  in  which  these  exces¬ 
sive  inconveniences  may  receive 
some  modification  (laying  for  the 
present  out  of  the  question  what 
permanent  basis  may  be  ultimately 
the  fittest  for  our  corn  trade)  ap¬ 
pears  to  consist  in  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  upon  all  foreign  corn, 
whenever  upon  opening  our  ports 
it  should  be  admissible  for  home 
consumption.  The  occupier  of  the 
land  would  thus  obtain,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  of  such  duty,  a 
protection  which  is  withheld  from 
him  under  the  existing  law ;  but 
in  return  for  such  protection,  it  is 
no  more  than  reasonable  towards 
the  consumer,  that  the  import 
price  should  be  fixed  at  a  rate 
somewhat  lower  than  8 Os.,  because 
the  new  duty  would  otherwise  not 
only  check  the  sudden  and  over¬ 
whelming  amount  of  import,  but 
also  enhance  the  price  beyond  that 
which  it  might  reach  under  the 
present  system  ;  nor  must  it  be 
lost  sight  of  in  any  future  regula- 
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tion,  that  owing  to  the  great  alter¬ 
ation  in  our  currency,  806“.  may 
and  do  now  represent  a  different 
and  considerably  higher  value  than 
in  1815,  as  measured  by  the  price 
of  all  articles  of  consumption. 

Should  parliament  decide  to  le¬ 
gislate  during  the  present  session, 
your  committee  would  recommend, 
that,  after  our  wheat  shall  have 
reached  80.?.,  whenever  circum¬ 
stances,  not  now  to  be  foreseen, 
may  have  effected  so  great  a  change 
a  lower  price  may  be  assumed  for 
the  future  import,  subject  to  a 
duty. 

When  the  importers  know  that 
their  grain  can  in  no  case  come 
into  the  market  without  paying  a 
certain  sum  as  duty,  besides  the 
charges  of  importation,  warehous¬ 
ing,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
they  will  be  less  ready  to  adven¬ 
ture  rashly  than  under  an  entirely 
free  trade;  they  will  also  with¬ 
draw  their  corn,  which  may  be 
lodged  in  warehouses  gradually, 
and  with  more  circumspection,  than 
they  do  at  present,  and  will  natu¬ 
rally  endeavour  to  feed  the  market 
rather  than  inundate  it.  It  is  now 
their  interest,  to  take  their  whole 
stock,  immense  as  it  may  be,  at 
once  from  under  the  king’s  lock  ; 
but  when  they  must  pay  duty  for 
every  quarter  which  is  removed, 
they  will  prudently  calculate  the 
time  that  any  large  stock  may  re¬ 
main  on  hand  before  they  can  dis¬ 
pose  of  it  to  advantage. 

The  foundation  of  any  future 
bill  should  be  the  principle  of  so 
far  modifying  the  operation  of  the 
existing  law  as  to  obviate,  as  far 
as  may  be,  by  the  imposition  of 
reasonable  duties  upon  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  foreign  grain  for  home  con¬ 
sumption,  the  sudden  and  irregu¬ 
lar  manner  in  which  such  foreign 
grain  may  now  be  introduced  upon 


the  opening  of  the  ports  under  cir¬ 
cumstances  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  and  intentions  of  the  law. 

For  carrying  this  purpose  into 
effect,  it  would  be  expedient,  after 
the  ports  shall  have  opened  at  80s. 
(subject  to  a  scale  of  duty  hereafter 
to  be  fixed)  to  preserve  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  an  import  price  at  a  rate 
somewdiat  lower  than  the  existing 
import  price  of  80.?.,  and  your 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  70.?. 
would  not  be  an  improper  limit  to 
assign  to  that  price. 

That  a  duty  from  1 2.?.  to  156-. 
should  be  imposed  upon  foreign 
wheat  for  home  consumption,  when 
the  price  is  from  70s.  to  80.?. 

Also,  that  a  duty  of  5s.  should 
he  imposed  upon  such  wheat,  when 
the  price  is  from  80.?.  to  85.?. ;  after 
which,  the  duty  should  be  reduced 
to  1,?. 

And  that  a  further  additional 
duty  of  5s.  should  be  imposed  upon 
wheat  imported  or  taken  out  of 
warehouse  for  home  consumption, 
for  the  first  three  months  after  the 
ports  open,  and  wThen  the  price  is 
from  70s.  to  85s. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  rectify¬ 
ing  the  scale  which  governs  the 
import,  the  general  proportion 
which  the  price  of  oats  bears  to  the 
price  of  wheat,  appearing  to  exceed 
the  proportion  which  was  assumed 
to  exist,  when  27 s.  was  fixed  as 
the  import  price  of  oats,  your  com¬ 
mittee  suggest,  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  increase  that  price,  so 
as  to  bear  a  more  accurate  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  price  of  wheat. 

The  scale  at  which  barley  is  es¬ 
timated  appearing  to  be  more  cor¬ 
rect  than  that  of  oats,  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  which  it  now  bears  to 
wheat,  appears  fit  to  continue,  un¬ 
der  anv  future  alteration  of  the  im- 
* 

port  prices. 

The  6th,  7th,  8  th,  and  9th 
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clauses  of  the  act,  which  regulates 
tlie  importation  of  corn,  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  admitting  corn,,  meal,  or 
Hour,  being  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  any  British  co¬ 
lony,  or  plantation  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  home  consumption,  when 
British  wheat  is  at  a  lower  price 
than  80s. :  with  regard  to  which 
colonies,  it  will  be  consistent  with 
good  faith  and  sound  policy  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  same  relative  preference 
above  foreign  corn,  in  the  event 
of  any  future  alteration  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  scale  of  prices  or  of 
duties. 

In  compliance  with  an  applica¬ 
tion  made  to  them  by  several  of 
the  owners  of  the  foreign  grain 
now  stored  in  warehouses,  your 
committee  have  already  recom¬ 
mended,  that  permission  may  be 
granted,  under  sufficient  and  ade¬ 
quate  regulations,  to  convert  it 
into  flour,  and  export  it  in  that 
shape,  by  which  means  some  por¬ 
tion  of  this  large  stock  will  be  car¬ 
ried  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  re¬ 
move  all  apprehension  that  the 
quantities  so  ground  down  can  ever 
enter  into  competition  with  our 
home  produce  ;  but  in  the  event  of 
a  large  portion  not  being  thus  dis¬ 
posed  of,  and  still  remaining  in 
store,  it  appears  practicable  to 
adopt  a  method  which  may  render 
this  remainder  also  advantageous, 
rather  than  detrimental  in  its  ef¬ 
fect  upon  the  value  of  British  corn, 
whenever  the  average  price  of  our 
wheat  shall  have  risen  to  70s.  and 
fluctuate  between  706*.  and  80.?. ; 
for  if  it  be  then  allowed  to  be  taken 
out  for  home  consumption,  subject 
to  a  duty  of  17-?-  per  quarter,  for 
the  first  three  months,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  a  duty  of  1 2s.,  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  proprietors  of  this  grain 
will  be  brought  directly  into  unison 
with  that  of  the  British  agricultu- 
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rist,  and  into  direct  hostility  to  that 
of  all  other  importers  of  foreign 
grain  ;  so  that  every  endeavour 
will  be  resorted  to,  on  their  part, 
to  advance  the  price  to  706*.  that 
they  may  liberate  their  own  stock ; 
but  to  keep  it  below  80v.  that  they 
may  exclude  all  foreign  competi¬ 
tors.  The  equitable  claim  which 
the  holders  of  the  grain,  already 
deposited  under  the  act  of  the  55th 
of  the  late  king,  appear  to  possess, 
will  thus  be  beneficially  preserved 
to  them,  and  the  danger  of  an  im¬ 
mense  influx  of  foreign  produce 
will  be  mitigated  and  deferred,  if 
not  wholly  prevented. 

It  must  of  course  be  left  op¬ 
tional  to  the  proprietors  in  ques¬ 
tion,  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
permission,  or  to  abide  by  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  existing  law,  under 
which  they  imported ;  but  in  the 
first  case,  the  payment  of  a  mode¬ 
rate  duty  will  enable  them,  at  an 
earlier  period,  to  enter  a  market 
over  which  they  may  exercise  some 
control  conjointly  with  all  the 
dealers  in  British  corn ;  while 
in  the  other,  they  can  hardly  ex¬ 
pect  to  stem  the  torrent  of  foreign 
produce  poured  in  upon  our  existing 
supply,  and  the  immediate  de¬ 
pression  of  value  which  must  una¬ 
voidably  accompany  it. 

If  the  circumstances  of  this  coun¬ 
try  should  hereafter  allow  the 
trade  in  corn  to  be  permanently 
settled  upon  a  footing  constantly 
open  to  all  the  world,  but  subject 
to  such  a  fixed  and  uniform  duty 
as  might  compensate  to  the  British 
grower  the  difference  of  expense 
at  which  his  corn  can  be  raised 
and  brought  to  market,  together 
with  the  fair  rate  of  profit  upon 
the  capital  employed,  compared 
with  the  expense  of  production  and 
other  charges  attending  corn  grown 
and  imported  from  abroad,  such  a 
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system  would  in  many  respects  be 
preferable  to  any  modification  of 
regulations  depending  upon  aver¬ 
age  prices,  with  an  ascending  and 
descending  scale  of  duties;  because 
it  would  prevent  the  effects  of 
combination  and  speculation,  in 
endeavouring  to  raise  or  depress 
those  averages,  and  render  imma¬ 
terial  those  inaccuracies  which, 
from  management  or  negligence, 
have  occasionally  produced,  and 
may  again  produce,  such  mis¬ 
chievous  effects  upon  our  market  : 
but  your  committee  rather  look 
forward  to  such  a  system  as  St  to 
be  kept  in  view  for  the  ultimate 
tendency  of  our  law,  than  as  prac¬ 
ticable  within  any  short  or  defi¬ 
nite  period.  A  protecting  duty 
which  might  at  this  day  be  hardly 
sufficient  to  guard  our  home 
market  from  the  most  overwhelm¬ 
ing  competition,  might,  when  the 
excessive  abundance  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  shall  have  been  absorbed, 
operate  against  the  real  wants  of 
this  kingdom,  and  subject  the 
growers,  as  well  as  the  consumers. 


to  the  greatest  inconveniences. 
Years  of  dearth  may  again  make  it 
indispensable  to  have  recourse  to 
foreign  produce  for  a  part  of  our 
supply,  although  in  seasons  of 
ordinary  plenty  it  may  be  hoped 
that  our  own  agriculture  has  been 
so  improved  and  extended,  as  to 
secure  this  kingdom  from  a  state  of 
dependence  upon  other,  and  even¬ 
tually  hostile,  territories  for  the 
subsistence  of  its  population. 

Your  committee  have  felt  it 
their  duty,  for  obvious  reasons,  to 
lay  without  further  delay  before 
the  house,  the  result  of  their  deli¬ 
berations  ;  but  they  would  con¬ 
sider  that  they  had  omitted  a  most 
material  part  of  the  task  imposed 
upon  them,  if  they  neglected  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  present  system  upon 
which  foreign  corn  is  warehoused. 
Your  committee  are  now  engaged 
in  carefully  investigating  this  im¬ 
portant  subject,  and  they  will  not 
fail  to  report  the  result  to  the 
house  as  early  as  the  nature  of 
their  inquiry  will  permit. 

April  1,  1822. 


Second  Report  on  Agriculture. 


The  Select  Committee,  to  whom 
the  report  of  the  18  th  day  of 
June  1821,  together  with  the 
several  petitions  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  house  in 
the  last  and  present  sessions  of 
Parliament,  complaining  of  the 
distressed  state  of  Agriculture 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  were 
referred,  to  inquire  into  the 
allegations  thereof,'  and  to  re¬ 
port  their  observations  there¬ 
upon  from  time  to  time  to  the 
House, 

1 

Proceed  to  lay  before  the  House, 


the  evidence  which  they  have 
taken,  upon  the  subject  of  storing 
foreign  grain  in  warehouses,  under 
the  king's  lock ;  with  regard  to 
which,  great  apprehensions  are  ex¬ 
pressed  by  several  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  who  conceive  that  some 
quantities  of  that  grain  have  been, 
and  that  much  larger  quantities 
may  be,  surreptitiously  taken  out, 
and  brought  into  the  supply  of  the 
home  market,  contrary  to  law. 

Some  particular  cases  having 
been  stated,  in  which  frauds  oi 
tliis  description  were  alleged  to 
have  been  practised,  your  com- 
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mi t  tee  applied  their  immediate  at¬ 
tention  to  the  consideration  of 
them  ;  and  the  result  of  this  inves¬ 
tigation  leads  them  to  believe,  that, 
generally  speaking,  the  precau¬ 
tions  and  checks  which  are  ob¬ 
served  and  applied,  under  the  act 
1st  and  2nd  of  his  present  ma¬ 
jesty,  c.  87 ,  to  the  warehousing  of 
foreign  grain,  are  so  effectual,  and 
so  regularly  enforced,  as  to  remove 
all  suspicion  as  to  the  market 
having  been  at  all  affected  by  a 
fraudulent  supply  obtained  by  any 
such  undue  practices ;  but  the  in¬ 
stance  which  happened  at  Brid¬ 
lington,  detailed  in  the  Appendix 
No.  1,  shows  that  a  constant  and 
vigilant  superintendance  on  the 
part  of  the  custom-house  officers 
is  essentially  necessary  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  securing  the  public  against 
the  clandestine  subtraction  of 
small  quantities  of  such  grain,  by 
the  proprietors,  from  warehouses 
not  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  or 
not  duly  and  frequently  surveyed. 

If  it  should  be  judged  expedient 
to  restrict  the  warehousing  of  fo¬ 
reign  grain  to  some  few  of  the 
most  considerable  ports,  instead  of 
allowing  it,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
to  be  deposited  in  any  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  such  irregulari- 
:  ties  as  these  would  probably  be 
i  prevented  in  future. 

The  case  of  the  wheat  supposed 
i  to  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
i  warehouses  at  Glasgow  (App.  No. 

2.),  appeared  to  rest  upon  such  au- 
I  thentic  testimony,  that  it  is  fit  to 
i  lay  the  whole  subject  before  the 
'  House,  as  a  proof  how  necessary  it 
i  is  to  examine  accurately  into  any 
transactions  of  this  nature,  and  to 
i  be  cautious  in  giving  credit  to  them 
until  they  have  been  fully  investi- 
|  gated.  So  far,  therefore,  as  con¬ 
cerns  the  present  system  of  ware- 
I  housing  foreign  corn,  your  com- 
i  mittee  have  nothing  further  to 


suggest  by  way  of  precaution  :  but 
by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Charles 
Welstead  (collector  for  the  coast 
business  inwards  and  outwards) 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  (one  of 
the  surveyors-general  of  customs), 
it  appears  that  there  is  a  possibility 
of  introducing  foreign  corn  into 
vessels  carrying  on  the  trade  coast¬ 
wise,  particularly  from  Ireland,  as 
it  is  not  the  practice  to  measure 
British  or  Irish  grain  either  into 
or  out  of  the  vessel,  but  to  rely 
upon  the  declaration  of  the  captain 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  ordinary 
cockets,  which  are  not  examined 
with  attention.  The  mode  in 
which  any  such  fraud  can  be  com¬ 
mitted,  must  be  by  the  British  or 
Irish  vessel,  either  touching  clan¬ 
destinely  at  some  foreign  port,  and 
taking  in  a  quantity  of  corn  to  mix 
with  the  declared  cargo  (such 
declaration  specifying  a  less  quan¬ 
tity  than  is  actually  taken  on 
board),  or  by  meeting  some  foreign 
vessel  at  sea  and  taking  in  a  supply 
there,  without  touching  at  any 
port.  Such  a  process  in  either 
case  would  unquestionably  be  at¬ 
tended  with  many  difficulties ;  and 
from  the  number  of  persons  on 
board  who  must  necessarily  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fraud,  must  be 
extremely  liable  to  detection  ;  but 
as  it  is  represented  to  be  not  abso¬ 
lutely  impracticable,  your  com¬ 
mittee  deem  it  a  subject  which 
deserves  the  attention  of  those 
most  conversant  in  the  department 
of  the  customs,  to  devise  more 
satisfactory  security  against  it. 

The  only  other  object  which  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  your 
committee  relates  to  a  proposed 
alteration  in  the  distillery  laws,  as 
calculated  to  afford  a  probable  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  consumption  of  bar¬ 
ley,  in  case  the  suggestions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  evidence  of  Messrs. 
Dunlop  and  M’Quin  upon  that 
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head  should  be  carried  into  effect : 
but  your  committee  are  well  aware 
that  the  trade  of  the  English  dis¬ 
tillers,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
brewers,  and  the  interest  of  very 
extensive  branches  of  the  revenue. 


are  so  directly  implicated  in  this 
question,  that  it  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  with  reference  to  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  alone. 

May  20. 


Report  on  Foreign  Trade. 


The  Select  Committee,  appoint¬ 
ed  to  consider  of  the  means  of 
maintaining  and  improving  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  the  country, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  and 
observations  thereupon  to  the 
House,  have,  pursuant  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  examined 
the  matters  to  them  referred ; 
and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
Report : — 

In  the  first  report  presented  by 
this  committee,  allusion  was  made 
to  various  burthens  that  appeared 
to  press  upon  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  under 
the  denominations  of  lights,  har¬ 
bour-dues,  pilotage,  &c. ;  and  al¬ 
though  the  intention  of  your  com¬ 
mittee  to  examine  these  under 
their  several  heads  was  postponed, 
by  the  interposition  of  matters 
that  seemed  to  require  more  im¬ 
mediate  attention,  your  committee 
felt  anxious,  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  to  take  up  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  them,  from  a  conviction 
that  they  not  only  were  matters  of 
importance  in  themselves,  hut  that 
their  importance  was  greatly  aug¬ 
mented  by  their  relation  to  other 
measures,  by  which  it  was  hoped 
to  extend  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  country,  to  the  success  of 
which  the  diminution  of  the 
charges,  both  on  our  own  shipping, 
and  those  of  foreign  states  visiting 
our  coasts,  was  an  indispensable 
preliminary. 


To  these  subjects,  therefore, 
your  committee,  upon  its  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  present  session,  ap¬ 
plied  its  attention;  and  selected, 
as  the  first  objects  of  their  investi¬ 
gation,  the  light  dues.  Trinity  dues, 
ballastage,  surplus  pilotage,  and 
the  Ramsgate  and  Dover  harbour 
dues,  which  formed  in  their  aggre¬ 
gate  the  principal  part  of  the 
burthens  alluded  to,  and  which 
furnished  grounds  of  complaint,  in 
their  hearing  both  on  British  and 
foreign  shipping,  as  well  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  amount  to  which  they 
were  levied,  as  the  manner  in 
which  the  levy  of  them  was  made. 

The  points  to  which  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  committee  has  been 
directed,  in  their  consideration  of 
these  dues,  were,  the  authority 
under  which  payments  were  ex¬ 
acted  from  British  and  foreign 

o 

shipping ;  the  amount  to  which 
they  were  exacted ;  the  purposes  to 
which  the  receipts  were  subse¬ 
quently  applied ;  and  the  means 
afforded  of  effecting  a  reduction  of 
them,  without  injury  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  objects  for  which  they  were 
imposed. 

These  dues,  your  committee 
have  found,  are  collected  in  part 
under  the  authority  of  acts  of 
parliament,  in  part  by  ancient 
custom,  but  to  the  greatest  amount 
under  particular  patents  issuing 
from  the  crown. 

By  the  former  authority  have 
been  established  the  Dover  and 
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Ramsgate  harbour  dues,  the 
charges  for  pilotage,  for  ballastage, 
and  the  dues  in  the  port  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  the  lights  under  the 
management  of  the  northern  com¬ 
missioners,  constituted  expressly 
for  this  purpose.  By  the  same  au¬ 
thority,  also,  have  been  established 
a  part  of  the  lights  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Trinity  cor¬ 
poration.  The  remainder,  as  well 
as  the  establishments  of  lights 
generally  on  various  parts  of  the 
coast,  granted  to  individuals,  are 
established  and  maintained  under 
the  authority  of  patents  from  the 
crown.  In  the  acts  respecting 
lights,  as  also  in  the  respective 
patents,  are  set  forth  the  reasons 
for  erecting  each  particular  light, 
and  the  sums  to  be  collected  on 
shipping,  for  the  purpose  of  defray¬ 
ing  the  expenses  of  erecting  and 
maintaining  it. 

As  the  greatest  proportion  of 
the  light  dues,  in  common  with 
other  dues  of  inferior  amount 
levied  upon  shipping,  is  collected 
and  administered  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  the  Trinity-house,  your 
committee  have  been  led  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  constitution  and  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  ancient  and  respectable 
corporation,  the  trusts  assigned  to 
it,  and  the  manner  in  which  those 
trusts  have  been  fulfilled. 

It  appears,  that,  as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Henry  V I  Ith,  an  association 
existed,  consisting,  as  it  is  termed, 
of  shipmen  and  mariners,  for  the 
purpose  of  piloting  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  crown,  as 
well  as  all  descriptions  of  merchant 
ships ;  but  what  remuneration 
was  received  for  this  service,  and 
what,  if  any,  proportion  of  it  was 
assigned  to  charitable  purposes, 
does  not  appear. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Hen.  VI I  Ith, 
the  society  was  first  incorporated 


by  a  royal  charter,  bearing  date 
the  20th  of  May,  1514,  granted  to 
the  shipmen  and  mariners  of  the 
realm,  giving  them  authority  to 
erect  and  establish  a  guild  or  fra¬ 
ternity,  as  well  of  men  as  of 
women,  in  the  parish  church  of 
Deptford  Strond,  in  the  county  of 
Kent :  the  charter  provided  for  the 
due  government  of  the  guild,  and 
custody  of  its  possessions,  by  giving 
power  to  the  brethren  to  appoint  a 
master,  warden,  and  assistants,  it 
gave  powers  to  make  laws  and 
statutes  amongst  themselves,  for 
the  relief,  increase,  and  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  shipping  of  England,  to 
levy  pains,  subsidies,  &c.,  on 
offenders,  to  the  master,  warden, 
and  assistants,  s.nd  their  successors, 
to  acquire  lands  and  tenements  to 
a  certain  amount,  to  maintain  a 
chaplain,  and  to  do  and  perform 
other  acts  of  piety,  and  to  the 
community  generally  to  enjoy  all 
the  franchises  and  privileges,  ship- 
men  and  mariners  of  the  realm 
have  used  and  enjoyed. 

This  charter  received  successive 
confirmations  by  Edward  Vlth, 
queen  Mary,  and  queen  Elizabeth. 
In  the  act  of  the  8th  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  after  a  preamble,  reciting 
the  object  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  society,  and  its  duties  of 
general  supervision  of  the  buoys, 
beacons,  and  ballastage,  it  is 
enacted,  that  the  corporation  of  the 
Trinity-house  may,  at  their  own 
cost,  make,  erect,  and  set  up  any 
beacons  and  signs  for  the  sea,  on 
such  places  of  the  sea  shore,  or  up¬ 
lands  near  the  sea  coast,  or  fore¬ 
lands  of  the  sea,  only  for  sea 
marks,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 
The  act  goes  on  to  make  it  penal 
to  disturb  those  marks,  and  also 
authorizes  the  master  to  license 
mariners  to  row  on  the  Thames. 
In  the  year  1594,  queen  Elizabeth 
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granted  to  the  corporation  the 
lastage  and  ballastage  of  all  vessels 
upon  the  river  Thames,  surrender¬ 
ed  for  the  purpose  by  the  then  lord 
high  admiral,  lord  Howard,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  rights  held  by 
him  in  virtue  of  his  office,  of  mak¬ 
ing,  placing,  and  erecting  buoys, 
signs,  and  beacons  for  the  sea,  with 
all  fees  and  advantages  thereunto 
belonging.  This  was  followed  by 
a  charter  from  her  successor,  James 
1  st,  which  was  grounded  upon  de¬ 
fects  in  preceding  patents  and 
grants,  and  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
authority  to  govern  themselves, 
and  all  other  seafaring  men  and 
apprentices  ;  and  directs,  that  from 
the  guild  shall  be  elected  one 
master,  four  wardens,  and  eight 
assistants.  These  13  persons  are 
directed  to  elect  18  other  persons 
to  be  added  to  the  guild,  out  of  the 
whole  company  of  seamen  and 
mariners,  making  together  3 1  per¬ 
sons  ;  the  successors  of  whom  are 
to  be  called  elder  brethren,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  seamen  and 
mariners  belonging  to  the  guild, 
and  their  successors,  to  be  called 
younger  brethren.  Such  was  the 
constitution  of  the  corporation 
under  the  charter  of  James  1st ; 
and  such  is  its  form  at  the  present 
day.  The  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Commons  contain  many  entries 
relating  to  the  corporation,  to 
which  reference  is  made  in  the 
years  1 643  —  1 644  —  1 647  ;  in 
which  last  year  the  charter  of 
James  was  dissolved,  the  members 
dispersed,  and  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  corporation  was 
transferred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  by  that  committee  was  con¬ 
ducted  till  the  year  1659,  when 
the  surviving  members  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  re-assembled,  and  acted 
jointly  with  the  committee  ,*  after 
which  parliament  nominated  a 


master  and  a  second  warden,  (one 
being  still  surviving),  and  filled 
up  the  number  of  wardens,  assist¬ 
ants,  and  elder  brethren.  The  re¬ 
storation  followed ;  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  months  after  the 
return  of  Charles  2nd,  the  charter 
of  the  corporation  was  renewed. 
By  this  charter  the  duke  of  Albe¬ 
marle  was  declared  master,  four 
wardens  were  appointed,  the  de¬ 
puties  and  assistants  named,  and 
the  forms  of  election  described  ;  by 
it  also  is  granted  to  the  corporation 
the  power  of  appointing  and  regu¬ 
lating  pilots  and  loadsmen  into  and 
out  of  the  river  Thames;  and  all 
ancient  profits,  dues  and  duties, 
which  at  any  time  before,  by  law¬ 
ful  usage,  prescription,  or  custom, 
they  had  received  or  taken  by  way 
of  loadmanage,  or  pilotage,  are 
vested  in  the  guild,  the  amount  of 
which  is  described  to  be,  for  load¬ 
manage  or  pilotage,  2s.  in  every 
20,?.;  Is*.  in  every  10a*.;  8d.  for 
every  6s.;  and  2d.  for  primage,  for 
every  man  who  shall  serve  as  a 
mariner,  and  return  into  the  river 
Thames  or  port  of  London.  In 
prescribing  the  application  of  the 
certain  receipts  arising  under  the 
grants  made,  it  says  “  they  shall 
be  to  the  use  and  commodity  and 
profit  of  the  said  guild,  fraternity, 
or  brotherhood,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  repairing  of  the  Trinity 
house  and  alms  houses,  and  for  the 
finding  of  certain  persons,  brethren, 
and  the  wives  of  brethren,  of  the 
said  guild,  fraternity,  or  brother¬ 
hood,  which  are  fallen  into  decay, 
misery,  poverty,  and  need;  and 
also  for  the  relief  of  other  poor 
mariners,  or  seafaring  men,  such 
as  by  them  or  their  successors, 
shall  be  thought  meet  and  neces¬ 
sary  therewith  to  be  relieved.” 

Except  by  the  general  directions 
in  the  charter  of  Henry  8  th,  in 
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tespect  to  performing  works  of 
piety,  this  is  the  first  public  au¬ 
thority  by  which  the  application 
of  any  of  the  receipts  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  is  distinctly  defined  and 
prescribed. 

Notwithstanding  the  act  of  the 
36th  of  Elizabeth,  it  appears  that 
a  grant  had  been  made  by  letters 
patent  in  the  year  1672,  of  the 
right  of  ballastage,  to  colonel 
Carlos,  which  having  been  litigated 
by  the  corporation,  was  surrender¬ 
ed  and  restored  to  them,  and  fur¬ 
ther  confirmed  by  a  grant  of  king 
Charles  II,  in  1 675,  which  was 
intended  to  put  an  end  to  doubts 
respecting  the  soil  and  waste 
grounds  belonging  to  the  river; 
and  it  further  grants  the  rights  of 
ballasting  all  vessels  passing  be¬ 
tween  London  bridge  and  the  sea, 
and  the  fees,  perquisites,  and  ad¬ 
vantages  thereunto  belonging,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor 
aforesaid,  and  to  no  other  use,  in¬ 
tent,  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

A  short  time  before  the  demise 
of  Charles  II,  the  corporation  of 
the  Trinity-house,  in  imitation  of 
many  other  corporations,  and  in 
proof  of  their  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  their  sovereign,  surrendered 
into  his  hands  their  charter,  which 
was  re-granted  to  them  by  his  suc¬ 
cessor  in  the  year  1685,  and  is  the 
charter  under  which  the  corpora¬ 
tion  at  present  enjoys  and  exer¬ 
cises  its  several  rights. 

This  charter,  after  declaring  the 
purposes  of  the  corporation,  ap¬ 
points  a  master,  wardens,  and 
assistants,  and  eighteen  elder 
brethren  by  name,  prescribes  the 
:  form  of  election,  and  declares  that 
all  the  rest  of  the  seamen  and 
:  mariners  belonging  to  the  guild 
i  and  fraternity  shall  be  called 
i  younger  brethren.  Amongst  other 
-duties  it  declares,  that  the  masters, 
Vol.  LXIV. 


wardens,  and  assistants  of  the 
corporation  shall  examine  anil 
certify  the  abilities  and  fitness  of 
such  children  of  the  new  royal 
foundation  in  Christ’s  hospital,  who 
are,  or  shall  be  admitted,  and  ini¬ 
tiated  into  the  practice  of  the  art 
of  navigation.  Then  follows  the 
power  of  appointing  pilots  and 
leadsmen  in  and  out  of  the  river, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  lord 
high  admiral.  Tlie  grant  of  the 
ancient  fees  of  loadmanage  and 
primage,  as  defined  by  the  charter 
of  Charles  2nd ;  the  power  of 
holding  courts  for  the  affairs  of  the 
corporation,  and  after  declaring 
that  the  profits  of  the  court  are  to 
be  kept  to  and  for  the  use  of  the 
corporation,  for  the  better  main¬ 
tenance  and  preservation  thereof, 
prescribes  by  a  subsequent  section, 
“  that  all  sums  of  money  received 
by  decrees,  orders,  agreements, 
fines,  and  forfeitures,  or  otherwise, 
&c.,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the 
guild,  for  repairing  the  Trinity- 
house  and  alms-houses  situate  in 
Deptford  Strond,  and  for  finding 
of  certain  poor  persons,  brethren, 
and  the  wives  of  brethren  of  the 
said  guild,  which  shall  have  fallen 
into  decay,  misery,  poverty,  and 
need,  or  hereafter  shall  fortune  to 
fall  into  decay,  misery,  and  need, 
and  also  for  relief  of  other  poor 
mariners  and  seafaring  men,  and 
other  public  purposes.” 

It  concludes  with  confirming  a 
former  exemption  to  the  master, 
wardens,  and  assistants  of  the 
corporation  from  the  service  of  the 
militia  and  various  civil  duties,  and 
giving  them  powers  in  certain 
cases  therein  specified. 

Under  these  charters,  the  only 
monies  granted  to  the  corporation 
appear  to  he  those  arising  from 
ballastage  and  lastage,  and  by  de¬ 
crees,  orders,  agreements,  fines, 
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forfeitures,  or  otherwise,  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  which  is  strictly 
defined  and  prescribed  by  the  grant 
of  king  Charles  II,  and  the 
charter  of  James  II,  last  ad¬ 
verted  to,  and  the  ballastage  since 
regulated  by  act  of  parliament,  1 
and  2  Geo.  IV. 

The  surplus  pilotage,  which  is  a 
collection  of  extra  pilotage  on 
foreign  vessels  entering  our  ports, 
is  granted  by  the  52nd  of  Geo.  Ill, 
c.  59  ;  the  produce  of  which  is  di¬ 
rected  by  the  56th  section  to  be 
applied  to  the  relief  and  support  of 
such  pilots  as  shall  have  become 
incapable  of  discharging  their  duty, 
from  age,  accident,  or  permanent 
infirmity. 

The  act  of  the  2nd  of  George 
III,  gives  the  power  of  licensing 
boats  on  the  river  Thames,  and 
directs  that  certain  monies  re¬ 
ceived  under  its  authority  shall  be 
applied  towards  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  corporation. 

By  these  acts  and  charters, 
which  give  to  the  corporation  the 
power  of  levying  monies,  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  surplus  of  the 
monies  so  levied  (after  providing 
for  the  necessary  expenditure)  to 
charitable  uses  is  alone  expressly 
authorized  and  directed. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  among 
these  the  light  dues,  the  principal 
source  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Trinity  corporation,  are  not  men¬ 
tioned.  Of  these  a  comparatively 
small  part  is  collected  under  acts 
of  parliament,  the  remainder  under 
patents  granted  by  the  crown, 
upon  the  petition  of  persons  offer¬ 
ing  to  pay  certain  sums  for  the 
erection  of  lights  ;  which  dues  the 
crown  authorizes  the  corporation 
to  receive,  as  a  compensation  for 
the  erection  and  maintenance  of 
the  lights  required. 

This  is  the  language  of  all  the 


patents,  and  in  them,  with  a  single 
exception,  no  other  object  whatever 
appears  to  be  contemplated. 

Having  enumerated  the  collec¬ 
tions  falling  upon  the  shipping  of 
the  country,  made  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  Trinity  corporation, 
as  being— 

1st.  Light  dues. 

2nd.  Lastage  and  ballastage. 

3rd.  Trinity  dues,  comprehend¬ 
ing  buoyage,  beaconage,  load- 
manage,  and  primage. 

4th.  Surplus  pilotage,  and  fees 
on  the  granting  an  annual 
renewal  of  pilots’  warrants. 

Your  committee  will  proceed  to 
notice  them  in  their  respective 
order,  with  such  observations  as 
occur  either  on  the  collections 
themselves,  or  on  the  management 
and  administration  of  them < 
they  will  begin  with  the  most  im¬ 
portant  one,  that  of  the  light 
dues. 

Of  the  various  light-houses 
erected,  and  floating  lights  estab¬ 
lished,  for  the  accommodation  of 
shipping  (about  55  in  number), 
not  less  than  20  of  the  establish¬ 
ments,  exhibiting  30  lights,  are 
under  the  management  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  the  Trinity-house. 

The  acts  of  the  8  th  and  36th  of 
Elizabeth,  which  gave  to  the  cor¬ 
poration  the  right  of  erecting  at 
their  own  cost,  beacons,  marks, 
and  signs  for  the  seas,  if  extending 
to  the  erection  of  light  houses, 
have  never  been  considered  as 
conveying  any  power  to  levy  a 
toll  on  shipping  for  their  mainte¬ 
nance.  The  collections  for  light 
houses,  therefore,  have  been  all 
established,  either  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  special  acts  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  which  are  very  few  in 
number,  or  of  patents  granted  by 
the  crown,  founded  on  petitions  of 
individuals  desiring  their  erection. 
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and  proposing  certain  payments  in 
consideration  of  it,  which  they  the 
petitioners  consent  to  the  collec¬ 
tion  of,  as  well  from  British  ships, 
as  those  of  foreign  states ;  these 
differ  in  amount  according  to  the 
respective  lights,  but  are  in  almost 
every  case  double  upon  the  foreign 
ship.  Whatever  were  the  grounds 
of  policy  on  which  this  distinction 
was  originally  made,  the  reasons 
for  now  continuing  it  appear  to 
your  committee  to  be  very  ques¬ 
tionable.  It  will  hardly  be  con¬ 
tended,  that  in  the  erection  of 
light  houses  on  the  British  coast, 
there  was  any  other  view  than  the 
benefit  of  British  navigation,  or 
that  the  convenience  and  safety  of 
the  foreigner,  except  when  enter¬ 
ing  our  ports  for  the  purposes  of 
trade,  was  an  object  in  contempla¬ 
tion  ;  if,  therefore,  in  passing  along 
the  sea,  foreign  navigation  may 
incidentally  derive  an  advantage 
from  them,  which  it  is  out  of  our 
power  to  withhold,  it  does  not 
seem  to  afford  a  very  satisfactory 
plea  for  taking  the  opportunity  of 
subjecting  it,  whenever  brought 
within  our  power,  to  a  severe  tax¬ 
ation  at  once  heavy  in  amount, 
enforced  by  detention,  and  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  exaction  of  a  pro¬ 
spective  and  retrospective  payment, 
which  has  the  effect  of  deterring 
foreign  ships  from  entering  our 
ports  for  shelter,  except  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity,  and  has  been  the 
cause  of  their  being  frequently 
exposed,  not  only  to  damage  and 
peril,  but  occasionally  to  the  de¬ 
struction  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  those  who 
were  unfortunate  enough  to  be 
on  board.  That  this  is  the  fact, 
that  it  is  in  a  great  degree  attri¬ 
butable  to  the  cause  above  stated, 
and  the  amount  of  the  heavy  duties 
inhospitably  levied  in  our  ports, 


from  all  foreign  vessels,  whether 
approaching  for  trade,  or  seeking 
shelter  under  stress  of  weather,  or 
accidental  emergency,  your  com¬ 
mittee  entertain  the  strongest  be¬ 
lief,  derived  from  a  variety  of  tes¬ 
timony  received  by  them,  to  which 
they  beg  especially  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  House  ;  and  they 
do  this  not  only  in  reference  to  the 
obvious  consideration  of  humanity, 
but  in  reference  also  to  the  actual 
loss  sustained  by  the  country,  and 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue 
to  it  partly  from  the  increased 
amount  of  duties  collected,  and 
still  more  from  the  expenditure  of 
foreign  ships  entering  the  various 
ports  of  this  country,  if  their  re¬ 
sort  to  it  was  encouraged  by  a 
diminution  of  those  charges  which 
now  operate  so  powerfully  to  avert 
it. 

The  first  light  erected  under  the 
management  of  the  Trinity-house 
was  in  1680,  subsequent  to  the 
erection  of  several  lights  by  indi¬ 
viduals,  to  whom  patents  for  the 
purpose  had  been  granted  by  the 
crown ;  since  this  time,  various 
others  have  been  erected,  four  of 
which  are  under  special  acts  of 
parliament. 

The  mode  of  granting  patents 
has  been  already  adverted  to.  It 
is  upon  the  prayer  of  the  Trinity- 
house  to  the  crown,  grounded 
upon  the  petition  of  individuals, 
soliciting  the  erection  of  a  light, 
and  offering  the  payment  of  certain 
dues  for  its  maintenance,  when 
erected.  The  general  wish  of  the 
trade  is  presumed  on  the  part  of 
the  crown,  which  accordingly  au¬ 
thorizes  the  erection  of  the  light, 
and  the  collection  of  the  dues  pro¬ 
posed  from  British  and  foreign 
shipping,  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  it. 

Your  committee  do  not  question 
2  G  2 
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the  discretion  with  which  the 
power  of  the  crown  has  been  ex¬ 
ercised,  in  the  several  instances  of 
authorizing  the  erection  of  lights, 
or  the  utility  of  those  which  have 
been  established  in  virtue  of  it; 
but  they  feel  it  their  duty  to  call 
the  observation  of  the  House  to 
the  specified  purpose,  for  which 
alone  the  right  of  receiving  duties 
from  British  or  foreign  shipping  is 
conceded — namely,  to  compensate 
for  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  the  lights  in  question.  That 
the  amount  of  such  duties  should 
be  measured  by  the  necessary  ex¬ 
penditure  for  that  purpose,  will 
not  be  disputed,  and  appears  to 
your  committee  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  circumstance  of  no  surplus 
(except  in  a  single  instance)  being 
contemplated,  and  no  application 
of  it  being  directed.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  these  dues  impose  upon  the 
shipping  of  the  country  a  burthen 
much  greater  than  by  the  specific 
purpose  for  which  they  were  au¬ 
thorized  is  rendered  in  any  degree 
necessary,  your  committee  conceive 
it  to  be  contrary  to  the  intention 
with  which  such  impost  was  laid, 
and  affording  a  fair  claim  to  relief 
on  the  part  of  commercial  interests 
that  are  effected  by  it.  Your 
committee  have  annexed  returns 
from  the  Trinity-house,  showing 
the  establishment,  expenditure, 
and  receipt  of  each  light,  under  the 
management  of  that  corporation. 
They  do  not  feel  it  necessary,  in 
this  place,  to  dwell  upon  the  details 
they  furnish.  It  is  sufficient  to 
state,  that,  assuming  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  the  papers  delivered  in  by 
the  Trinity-house,  they  find  the 
sum  collected  from  shipping  for  23 
lights,  has  been  about  90,000/. 
upon  the  average  of  .the  years 
1818,  1819,  and  1820,  while  the 
lums  necessary  for  their  mamte^ 


nance  (including  the  commission 
paid  on  collection,  amounting  to 
about  11,000/.)  has  amounted  to 
about  88,000/.  leaving  an  annual 
surplus  on  the  dues  of  these  lights 
only,  of  not  less  than  52,000/. 

The  proportions,  which  the  ex¬ 
penditure  bears  to  the  receipts, 
must  vary  in  respect  to  the  different 
lights  from  circumstances  peculiar 
to  each.  In  the  older  established 
lights,  a  large  surplus  might  not 
have  been  foreseen,  and  may  be 
fairly  assigned  to  the  great  increase 
of  our  commerce  and  shipping ; 
but  that  supposition  will  not  apply 
to  the  surplus  arising  upon  any  of 
those  which  have  been  erected  at 
a  recent  period,  of  the  probable 
receipts,  as  well  as  expenses  at¬ 
tending  which  a  near  estimate 
might  have  been  formed  at  the 
period  the  application  for  the 
patents  was  preferred,  and  which 
stands,  therefore,  on  a  different 
ground.  But  whether  originally 
the  dues  were  not  more  than  might 
be  necessary,  and  have  since,  from 
circumstances,  become  so,  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  calculated  with  a 
view  to  a  surplus,  they  appear  now 
to  be  greatly  beyond  the  ostensible 
purpose  for  which  they  were 
granted,  or  which  any  contingences 
connected  with  the  maintenance  of 
the  lights  and  the  advantage  of 
navigation  can  render  necessary : 
this  is  shown  by  the  accumulation 
of  a  fund  from  the  surplus  collec¬ 
tion,  and  the  rents  of  estates, 
amounting  to  a  sum  the  income 
arising  from  which  is  stated  at 
10,000/.  per  annum.  Of  the 
manner  in  which  this  surplus  so 
created  has  been  applied,  in  by  far 
its  greatest  part,  your  committee 
feel  it  right  to  express  their  appro¬ 
bation.  It  has  been  distributed  in 
small  portions  to  seafaring  persons, 
or  those  connected  with  them,  re- 
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duced  to  a  state  of  distress  and 
poverty,  in  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  may  be  considered 
as  having  gone  so  far  in  relief  of 
the  burthens  that  might  otherwise 
have  fallen  upon  the  community 
for  the  maintenance  of  such  per¬ 
sons  ;  and  though  there  may  be 
appearances,  in  the  distribution,  of 
partiality  to  certain  places,  which 
are  explained  in  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Court,  your  committee  do  not 
think  them  sufficient  to  induce 
them  to  withhold  the  expression 
of  approbation  they  have  already 
applied  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
distribution  of  this  fund  is  gene¬ 
rally  conducted.  The  question  is 
less  as  to  the  application  than  to 
the  principle  on  which  the  surplus 
referred  to  is  collected ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  for  the  purposes  of  such  a 
distribution,  meritorious  as  it  may 
be,  a  large  sum  ought  to  continue 
so  as  to  be  directly  levied  on  the 
shipping,  either  of  this  country  or 
of  foreigners,  oppressive  as  it  not 
only  is  to  our  shipping  directly, 
but  productive  of  restrictions  and 
imposts  upon  it  in  foreign  ports, 
highly  injurious  to  our  commercial 
interests,  and  avowedly  dependent 
on  the  continuance  of  this,  together 
with  other  distinctions  unfavour¬ 
able  to  foreign  navigation. 

In  order  to  form  some  opinion 
of  the  extent  to  which  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  sums  for  light  dues, 
and  other  purposes,  may  be  re¬ 
duced,  consistently  with  a  sufficient 
provision  for  the  security  of  the 
objects  for  which  they  were  in¬ 
tended,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ad¬ 
vert,  not  only  to  the  duties  them¬ 
selves,  but  to  the  expenses  attend¬ 
ing  the  establishments  required 
for  their  collection  and  manage¬ 
ment.  These  establishments  are 
to  be  found  in  almost  every  port, 
and  appear  to  your  committee  to 


be  placed  on  a  scale  much  beyond 
what  a  fair  remuneration  for  the 
services  performed  can  require.  In 
most  cases,  the  collection  at  the 
out  ports  is  intrusted  to  the  col¬ 
lector  of  the  customs ;  it  is  enforc¬ 
ed  by  his  authority  as  such,  it 
appears  seldom  to  have  been  ques¬ 
tioned  (though  sometimes  evaded), 
and  is  attended  with  little  addi¬ 
tional  trouble  or  expense  to  that 
officer,  except  perhaps  at  Deal,  a 
place  peculiarly  circumstanced.  It 
appears,  too,  from  the  evidence, 
that  at  various  places  the  duties 
could  be  performed  by  respectable 
persons,  under  ample  security,  for 
two  and  a  half  or  five  per  cent  on 
the  collection;  whereas,  out  of  71 
places,  at  which  collectors  are 
established,  no  less  than  59  appear 
to  receive  a  remuneration  of  20 
per  cent  (making  a  total  of  about 
11,000/.  per  annum),  in  addition 
to  other  appointments,  as  agents 
for  light  houses,  commissioners  of 
pilots,  supervisors  of  pensions,  col¬ 
lectors  of  surplus  pilotage,  &c. ; 
the  emoluments  of  which  are 
equally  derived  from  charges  upon 
the  shipping. 

Your  committee  think  it  their 
duty  particularly  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  collection  of  the  dues 
is  conducted  in  London,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Court  and  Mr.  Reade — to  the 
amount  of  the  emoluments — the 
distribution  of  fees  to  officers — and 
the  separation  of  offices  and  col¬ 
lectors,  where  a  single  office,  with 
the  addition  of  one  clerk,  it  is  ad¬ 
mitted  would  be  sufficient,  by 
which  an  annual  saving  of  about 
4,000/.  might  be  made,  and  an  in¬ 
convenience  to  which  those  are 
subject  by  whom  the  dues  are  paid, 
in  a  «reat  measure  avoided.  Your 

c 

committee  allude  to  the  appoint- 
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Hients  held  and  duties  discharged 
by  Mr.  Butterfield,  Mr.  Reade, 
Mr.  Welstead,  and  Mr.  Harding; 
the  duties  perforaied  by  the  three 
latter  having  been  formerly  in¬ 
trusted  to  a  single  person. 

The  commission  paid  hy  the 
Trinity  corporation  in  the  year 
1818,  for  the  collection  of  light 
and  Trinity  dues,  surplus  pilotage, 
&c.,  in  the  port  of  London  alone, 
amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  than 
about  5,200/.,  while  the  total 
amount  of  commission  for  collecting 
the  same  duties  under  this  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  amounted  for  that  year 
to  about  15,000/. 

Detailed  information  on  these 
points  will  be  found  in  the  exami¬ 
nations  of  the  officers  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  and  particularly  of  Mr. 
Court,  the  secretary. 

Next  to  that  for  the  lights,  your 
committee  have  directed  their  at¬ 
tention  to  the  collection  under  the 
head  of  ballastage,  granted  in  the 
manner  already  stated,  and  conti¬ 
nued  by  2  Geo.  IV.,  the  revenue 
of  which  is  expressly  directed  to 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  decayed 
seamen,  their  wives,  widows,  and 
orphans.  This  department  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  two  elder 
brethren  (chosen  by  rotation,  and 
whose  attendance  is  stated  to  be 
constant),  and  consists  of  a  chief 
clerk  and  establishment  of  clerks, 
rulers,  watermen,  and  ballastmen. 
The  annual  aggregate  receipt  for 
ballastage  is  about  25,000/.,  and 
the  expenditure,  independent  of 
establishment,  19,000/.  The  estab¬ 
lishment  amounts  to  about  8,300/. 
per  annum,  leaving  a  nett  balance 
of  8,000 L  out  of  which  about 
1,000/.  is  annually  appropriated  to 
distressed  ballastmen,  their  wives 
and  widows,  and  children  of  bal¬ 
lastmen.  The  charges  on  British 


ships  vary  according  to  the  service 
in  which  they  are  engaged ;  no 
preference  is  given  in  the  supply 
of  ballast,  except  in  the  case  of 
transports  and  king’s  ships ;  all 
other  ships,  whether  foreign  or 
British,  receive  their  ballast  in 
their  proper  turns ;  but  the  charge 
on  foreign  ships  is  considerably 
higher  than  on  British  vessels. 

Much  has  been  stated  to  your 
committee  to  have  been  effected 
by  the  attention  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  in  favour  of  navigation,  by 
the  clearing  the  passage  of  the 
river  Thames.  Your  committee 
have  no  reason  to  question  that, 
or  any  part  of  the  performance  of 
the  duties  assigned  to  it ;  at  the 
same  time,  considering  the  nature 
of  those  duties,  the  number  of 
lighters,  and  of  individuals  attached 
to  them,  whose  services  are  to  be 
directed  and  superintended,  it  does 
appear  to  your  committee,  that  an 
establishment  at  the  Trinity-house, 
maintained  at  such  an  annual  cost, 
is  more  than  is  required,  and  might 
admit  of  reduction. 

The  Trinity  dues,  including  the 
charges  for  buoyage,  beaconage, 
loadmanage,  and  primage,  formed 
the  next  head  of  examination. 
These  are  regulated  under  the  86th 
of  Elizabeth,  and  the  charter  of 
James  II.  No  specific  appropria¬ 
tion  is  to  be  found,  except  what 
may  be  collected  from  the  62nd 
section  of  the  last-mentioned  char¬ 
ter,  which  directs  the  application 
of  monies  received  by  decrees, 
orders,  agreements,  fines,  forfei¬ 
tures,  or  otherwise,  to  the  repair¬ 
ing  of  the  Trinity-house,  alms¬ 
house,  &c.,  and  the  relief  of  poor 
brethren,  their  wives,  and  poor 
seafaring  men.  The  charge  made 
on  foreign  ships  does  not  appear 
to  be  authorized  by  any  act, 
charter,  or  patent,  and  the  amount 
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on  British  shipping  exceeds  consi¬ 
derably  the  rate  sanctioned  by  the 
charter  under  which  it  is  collected. 

The  duty  attached  to  this  grant 
is  that  of  taking  care  of  the  buoys 
and  beacons;  the  annual  average 
expense  of  which  to  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  appears  to  be  about  5,000/. 
The  annual  gross  income,  to  be 
upon  an  average  of  the  five  years, 
as  by  an  account  in  the  appendix, 
about  13,000/.;  and  the  commission 
allowed  for  receiving  it  has,  in 
some  years,  amounted  to  about 
1,000/.,  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Court’s  evidence,  is  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  secretary  and  clerks  of 
his  office,  in  addition  to  regular 
salaries,  besides  gratuities  and 
other  allowances,  leaving  a  nett 
income  of  about  12,000/.  applicable 
to  the  purposes  above  stated. 
Your  committee  is  not  aware  of  a 
sufficient  reason  to  warrant  the 
charges  made  on  shipping  of  any 
description,  not  being  strictly  con¬ 
fined  to  the  amount  allowed  by 
charter  and  acts  of  parliament, 
and  is  of  opinion,  that  the  com- 
mission  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
Trinity  dues  might  be  saved,  as 
they  can  be  collected  with  other 
duties  at  the  Trinity-house.  The 
sum  annually  collected  from  foreign 
ships  for  Trinity  duties,  after 
deducting  the  commission  of  col¬ 
lection,  has  been  very  consider¬ 
able  ;  the  authority  under  which 
it  has  been  collected,  as  well  as 
the  appropriation  of  it,  is  that  of 
ancient  custom.  It  forms,  in  its 
application,  a  principal  part  of  the 
remuneration  of  the  elder  bre¬ 
thren.  In  consequence  of  the 
fluctuations  of  trade,  the  collection 
has  varied  very  much  in  amount ; 
in  1810  it  was  as  high  as  22,360/.; 
in  1818  it  was  reduced  to  about 
10,000/.;  and  has  since  been  ma¬ 
terially  lessened.  The  appropria¬ 


tion  is  described  to  take  place  under 
the  name  of  Elder  Turns,  and, 
according  to  long  usage,  in  the 
following  manner : — The  sum  col¬ 
lected  is  divided  among  the  elder 
brethren  generally ;  the  balance 
of  the  shares  of  those  who  take  no 
active  part  in  the  business  of  the 
corporation,  and  are  therefore  dis¬ 
tinguished  as  honorary  elder  bre¬ 
thren,  after  deducting  the  fines  for 
their  non-attendance,  is  carried  to 
the  general  fund  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  ;  the  remainder,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  those  fines,  is  divided 
among  the  acting  members, 
amounting,  as  stated  in  the  evi¬ 
dence  upon  the  average  of  20 
years,  to  about  300/.  per  annum 

to  each  member.  To  this  sum 

*  * 

must  be  added  the  emoluments 
attached  to  their  situations,  when 
members  of  committees ;  to  more 
than  one  of  which,  however,  no 
elder  brother  can  belong,  except 
the  deputy  master,  who  acts  as 
chairman  in  the  committees  for 
lights  and  for  pilotage.  Your 
committee  cannot  advert  to  the 
remuneration  received  by  the  se¬ 
nior  members  of  the  corporation, 
without  feeling  it  incumbent  upon 
them  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  duties  of  various 
kinds  assigned  to  them,  which  will 
be  found  detailed  in  the  evidence 
given  by  Mr.  Money ;  they  are 
stated  to  consist  in  the  superin¬ 
tendence  and  management  of  the 
lights — the  placing  of  buoys  and 
beacons — the  inspection  of  the 
coasts  and  harbours — the  care  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Thames — 
the  examining  into  the  proficiency 
of  boys  educated  for  the  naval 
service — the  ascertaining  of  the 
qualifications  of  masters  and  pilots 
(duties  of  great  importance  to  the 
maritime  interests  of  the  kingdom),, 
and,  in  addition  to  these,  the  sitting 
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as  assessors  to  the  judge  of  the 
Admiralty  court,  which  is  men¬ 
tioned  by  lord  Stowell  as  a  func¬ 
tion  most  essential  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  justice  relating  to  mari¬ 
time  cases.  His  lordship  bears 
also  the  highest  testimony  to  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  performed, 
and  the  assistance  he  has  derived 
from  it  in  his  judicial  situation. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  from  any  dis¬ 
position  to  question  the  propriety 
of  a  remuneration  to  the  elder 
brethren  for  the  valuable  services 
performed  by  them,  that  your 
committee  are  induced  to  make 
any  observation  upon  these  pay¬ 
ments  ;  they  acknowledge  the 
justice  of  the  title  of  those  who 
devote  their  time  and  attention  to 
the  public  service,  to  fair  and 
liberal  remuneration  in  this  as  well 
as  other  cases ;  but  they  think  it 
desirable  it  should  he  taken  from 
the  general  fund  of  the  corporation 
to  some  fixed  amount  (which  it 
may  be  collected  from  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Mr.  Money  has  been  the 
wish  of  the  members  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration  themselves),  rather  than  be 
furnished  by  the  application  of  a 
particular  collection  of  uncertain 
extent,  derived  exclusively  from 
foreign  shipping,  and  forming  one 
of  those  distinctions  which,  upon 
reciprocal  favour  being  shown  to 
British  shipping  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  your  committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  it  is  most  expedient  should  be 
abrogated. 

The  next  head  to  which  your 
committee  directed  its  examination 
was  that  of  surplus  pilotage ;  this 
is  levied  under  the  52  Geo.  III., 
and  in  the  proportion  of  1  on  the 
amount  of  the  pilotage  of  every 
foreign  vessel.  The  object  of  it 
is,  to  establish  a  fund  for  the  relief 
of  pilots  who  shall  have  become 
incapable  of  discharging  their  duty. 


from  age  or  accidents,  or  perma¬ 
nent  infirmity.  The  annual  amount 
of  collection  upon  an  average  of 
years  since  the  rate  was  imposed 
(the  interest  upon  the  fund  already 
created  yielding  about  2, 5001.  per 
annum),  is  about  6,000/.  The 
annual  demand  for  the  objects  of 
the  charity  upon  that  fund,  does 
not  appear  to  exceed  1,500/.;  and 
as  the  permanent  annual  income 
upon  the  capital  exceeds  the  ex¬ 
penditure  by  nearly  1,000/.,  as  the 
intention  of  the  act  appears  to  be 
sufficiently  provided  for,  there  does 
not  appear  any  reason  why  this 
tax  upon  foreign  shipping  should 
be  continued,  except  in  respect  to 
that  of  such  countries  as  refuse  to 
remove  from  British  shipping  every 
unfavourable  distinction  in  their 
ports. 

By  the  authority  of  the  same 
act,  a  sum  of  three  guineas  is 
annually  collected  from  each  of  the 
London  Trinity  pilots,  and  of  two 
guineas  from  each  of  those  at  the 
out-ports,  which  is  required  from 
them  for  the  annual  renewal  of 
their  licenses.  The  average  of 
the  collection  is  about  2,000/. 
which  appears  to  be  appropriated 
in  part  to  the  remuneration  of  the 
elder  brethren  who  compose  the 
pilotage  committee  in  London,  and 
of  the  sub-commissioners  of  pilots 
residing  in  the  out-ports,  and  in 
part  to  defraying  the  expenses  of 
carrying  the  act  into  execution. 
These,  your  committee  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  may  admit  of  and  require 
reduction,  particularly  the  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Gravesend.  For  the 
details  on  this  head,  they  desire  to 
refer  to  the  account  produced  by 
the  corporation,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix. 

The  fees  arising  from  the  li¬ 
censing  of  certain  boats,  to  enable 
them  to  be  employed  c*n  the  river 
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Thames,  were  granted  to  the 
Trinity-house  by  the  2nd  of  Geo. 
III.;  no  particular  application  of 
the  fee  is  enjoined  by  the  act,  but 
the  amount  of  fines  and  penalties 
levied  under  it  are  directed  to  be 
applied  to  the  charitable  purposes 
of  the  institution ;  the  fees  are  of 
small  amount ;  it  appears  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Court,  that  a 
larger  sum  than  that  authorized  by 
the  act,  is  usually  received  on 
licenses  being  granted ;  the  whole 
is  divided  amongst  the  clerks  of 
the  establishment.  The  receipt  of 
the  increased  sum  appears  to  your 
committee  to  be  an  abuse  which 
ought  to  be  corrected,  and  they 
trust  that  the  Trinity  corporation 
will  put  an  end  to  it ;  and  your 
committee  cannot  help  here  ob¬ 
serving,  how  much  preferable  it 
would  be,  that  all  the  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  establishment  should, 
in  any  future  arrangement,  be  paid 
by  adequate  and  ostensible  salaries 
from  the  general  funds  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  than  by  a  multiplicity  of 
emoluments  under  different  names, 
which  elude  observation,  and  make 
the  real  amount  of  their  receipts 
difficult  to  be  ascertained. 

In  considering  the  reductions 
that  may  be  advisable,  your  com¬ 
mittee  beg  to  disclaim  all  wish  to 
trench  upon  those  funds  which  are 
raised  under  the  authority  of 
charters  or  acts  of  the  legislature, 
and  have  been  charitably  destined, 
in  their  application,  to  the  relief 
of  that  valuable  body  of  men  to 
whose  services  their  country  is  so 
highly  indebted.  These  funds,  in 
their  aggregate  average,  amount 
to  about  16,000/.  per  annum,  and 
will  be  further  augmented  should 
the  establishments  of  the  Ballast- 
office,  and  expenses  attending  the 
Pilot  act,  undergo  the  reduction 
of  which  your  committee  think 


they  are  susceptible,  and  the  large 
commission  on  collecting  the  light 
and  Trinity  dues  in  London  be 
discontinued,  in  pursuance  of  the 
recommendation  of  your  commit¬ 
tee. 

The  collections  for  lights  stand 
on  a  different  footing.  The 
patents  must  be  supposed  to  pre¬ 
sume  that  what  is  imposed  on  the 
subject  is  necessary  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  the  light  by 
which  he  is  directly  benefitted. 
The  excess  of  it  beyond  what  is 
reasonable  for  these  objects,  might, 
according  to  an  opinion  stated  to 
have  been  delivered  by  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  draw  into  question  the 
validity  of  the  patent  itself.  Look¬ 
ing,  then,  to  the  income  derived 
from  the  lights,  as  legitimately 
confined  to,  as  well  as  to  be  mea¬ 
sured  by,  the  expenditure  necessary 
for  their  erection  and  maintenance, 
your  committee  have  considered  in 
what  degree  relief  may  be  justly 
afforded  to  the  commercial  interest 
by  the  reduction  of  the  existing 
charges  upon  shipping  on  this  ac¬ 
count.  In  doing  this,  they  have 
referred  to  the  expenditure  in  itself 
• — the  expenditure  as  compared 
with  the  collection,  and  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  sums  appropriated 
to,  and  found  sufficient  for,  the 
support  of  other  lights,  whiclg  al¬ 
though  it  perhaps  might  not  lead 
to  a  perfectly  accurate  conclusion, 
might  still  materially  assist  them 
in  forming  a  j  udgment. 

The  actual  expenditure,  includ¬ 
ing  commission,  as  stated  in  the 
accounts  of  1818,  1819;,  and  1820, 
amounts  to  about  88,000/. ;  the 
income  to  about  96,000/.  leaving 
a  surplus,  amounting  to  about 
52,000/. 

The  expenditure  appears  to  your 
committee  to  be  much  augmented 
beyond  its  necessary  amount,  by  a 
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want  of  proper  attention  to  econo¬ 
my  in  regulating  the  disbursements 
incident  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
lights,  by  the  allowance  of  an  ex¬ 
cessive  commission  and  agency, 
and  other  things  which  would,  if 
restrained,  reduce  it  very  consider¬ 
ably,  and  proportionably  increase 
the  surplus.  The  sum  calculated 
as  above,  at  per  light,  without 
charging  the  lights  with  any  share 
of  the  general  expenses  of  the 
establishment  on  Tower-hill, 
amount  upon  20  light  establish¬ 
ments  to  about  1,900/.  each, 
amongst  which,  however,  9  float¬ 
ing  lights  (attended  with  an  ex¬ 
pense  greater  than  those  on  shore, 
and  which  therefore  increase  the 
average)  are  included.  From  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure  on  account  of  the 
northern  lights,  as  given  in  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  and 
to  which  the  committee  beg  to 
refer,  it  appears  that  the  number 
of  light  establishments  under  the 
management  of  the  northern  com¬ 
mission  is  14;  that  the  amount  of 
the  dues  annually  collected  is  about 
23,000/. ;  that  the  maintenance  of 
each  light  establishment,  including 
all  repairs,  amounts  to  about  650/.; 
the  residue  of  the  receipts  being 
applied  to  the  general  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  northern  commissioners ; 
and  the  surplus  fund  to  paying  off 
the  loans,  and  meeting  the  general 
contingencies. 

For  the  purpose  of  supplying 
this  expenditure,  each  ship  which 
passes  any  one  light  is  subject  to 
a  payment  for  the  whole,  amount¬ 
ing  to  2d  per  register  ton,  or 
about  one-eighth  part  of  a  penny 
per  ton  per  light.  This  collection 
is  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  actual  maintenance  of 
the  lights,  but  so  far  exceeds  them, 
that  a  fund  has  been  created  which 


has  already  liquidated  a  part  of  the 
heavy  incumbrances  to  which  they 
are  subject,  and  which  will,  in 
a  moderate  time,  liquidate  the 
whole,  and  produce  a  fund  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  necessary  support  of 
the  lights,  from  which  time  all 
charge  on  navigation  on  this  account 
is  to  be  at  an  end. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that 
the  different  modes  of  collecting 
the  dues  for  these  respective  lights 
make  an  accurate  comparison  very 
difficult;  and  that  the  same  rate, 
if  collected  at  per  light  only  on 
the  lights  actually  passed,  would 
no  be  by  any  means  so  productive 
as  it  now  is,  and  perhaps  not  much 
more  than  cover  the  actual  ex¬ 
pense  ;  that  in  such  a  case  a  higher 
collection  per  light  would  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  provide  for  that  as  well 
as  the  contingencies.  But  they 
are  not  conscious  of  any  circum¬ 
stances  that  should  render  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  maintaining  and  attending 
the  lights  under  the  management 
of  the  Trinity  corporation  so  much 
larger  than  that  for  the  lights 
under  the  management  of  the 
Northern  commissioners,  which  is 
evident,  even  with  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  the  increased  ex¬ 
penses  incident  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  floating  lights. 

From  the  returns  made  to  your 
committee,  it  appears  that  there  are 
several  lights,  viz.  Flatholm,  Smalls, 
Fern,  Longships,  Mumble  Head, 
Burnham,  originally  granted  to  the 
Trinity-house,  the  tolls  of ,  which 
have  been  subsequently  let  by  them 
to  individuals  on  lease,  at  rents 
not  exceeding  128/.  per  annum  for 
the  whole — a  sum  that  bears  a 
very  small  proportion  to  the  actual 
receipts,  some  of  which  will  be 
seen  in  the  appendix.  Some  ex¬ 
planation  in  respect  to  these  leases 
will  be  found  in  the  last  examina- 
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tion  of  Mr.  Court,  by  which  it 
appears  that  the  want  and  conve¬ 
nience  of  a  light  in  a  particular 
situation  having  been  suggested  by 
some  individual,  and  an  application 
made  to  the  Trinitv-house,  the 
corporation  petitioned  the  crown 
in  the  usual  form,  and  upon  re¬ 
ceiving  the  authority  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  light-house  and  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  for  their  main¬ 
tenance,  delegated  both  to  the 
individuals  who  first  suggested  it, 
in  consideration  of  a  small  quit 
rent,  reserving  to  themselves  a 
right  of  superintendence  and  ma¬ 
nagement.  In  the  degree  in  which 
that  superintendence  and  manage¬ 
ment  is  actually  exercised  or  neg¬ 
lected,  would  the  transaction  in 
each  case  be  on  public  grounds  ob¬ 
jectionable  or  otherwise,  even  if 
every  attention  had  been  bestowed 
on  the  part  of  the  Trinity  corpora¬ 
tion  to  see  that  it  was  not  made 
the  instrument  of  laving  a  much 
larger  charge  on  the  shipping  than 
the  maintenance  of  the  lights  to 
be  erected  required.  No  previous 
investigation  on  this  subject,  how¬ 
ever,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  witness  alluded  to,  ever  appears 
to  have  taken  place ;  and  of  this 
your  committee  cannot  but  express 
their  disapprobation.  The  grants 
to  the  corporation,  conveying  an 
authority  to  levy  money  from  the 
subject,  were  evidently  intended 
for  the  public  service,  and  not  to 
be  converted  into  a  source  of  pri¬ 
vate  emolument. 

There  is  another  description  of 
lights,  of  which  the  patents  have 
also  been  produced  to  your  com¬ 
mittee  ;  the  erection  of  which  have 
been,  at  different  times,  assigned 
to  individuals  by  the  crown,  and 
the  power  of  collecting  dues  at  the 
same  time  granted  to  them,  under 
the  obligation  of  erecting  and 


maintaining  such  lights;  the  lights 
at  Dungeness,  Harwich,  Winter- 
ton,  Orford,  Spurn,  Skerries,  and 
Tynemouth,  are  those  alluded  to. 
Your  committee  have  not  before 
them  accounts  of  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  each  of  these  lights; 
as,  however,  the  rates  are  not 
lower  than  of  those  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  management  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  the  Trinity-house,  and 
the  expenses  attending  them  not 
apparently  larger,  thejr  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  the  income 
does  not  exceed  the  necessary  ex¬ 
penditure,  in  the  same  degree  that 
it  does  in  the  various  other  lights 
referred  to ;  and  that  great  in¬ 
comes  are  not  derived  from  them, 
and  enjoyed  by  individuals  at  the 
expense  of  the  shipping  of  the 
country.  By  a  reference  to  the 
patents  granted  for  erecting  them, 
it  appears  that  some  have  recently 
expired,  which  your  committee 
understand  have  been  renewed  for 
further  periods  on  new  conditions; 
and  others  will  expire  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  which  will  then  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  crown.  Im¬ 
pressed  with  an  opinion  that  much 
advantage  would  arise  from  the 
lights  being  generally  placed  under 
the  Trinity-house,  your  committee 
feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  sug¬ 
gest,  in  such  an  event,  that  on  the 
expiration  of  the  terms,  the  pa¬ 
tents  in  question  instead  of  being 
renewed  to  individuals,  should  be 
transferred  to  the  corporation,  and 
the  lights  made  subject  to  the  con¬ 
ditions,  and  placed  in  every  respect 
on  the  same  footing,  as  the  other 
lights  under  its  management. 
Your  committee  also,  strongly 
convinced  that  public  convenience 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 
whole  of  the  light  duties  payable 
in  London  being  in  future  collect¬ 
ed  in  one  and  the  same  office,  re- 
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commend  it  to  the  proprietors  of 
private  lights,  and  of  the  lights 
which  have  been  let  on  lease,  and 
also  to  the  commissioners  for  the 
northern  lights,  and  trustees  of 
Greenwich-hospital,  to  authorize 
the  collections  of  all  the  duties  of 
the  said  several  lights  by  the 
Trinity  corporation,  at  their  house 
on  Tower-hill,  allowing  CZ\  per 
cent  for  the  collection,  and  ac¬ 
counting  with  them  for  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  respectively  at  stated  periods. 

Your  committee  now  proceed  to 
submit  such  suggestions  as  they 
believe  may  usefully  be  adopted  by 
the  Trinity-house,  with  a  view  to 
affording  some  relief  to  the  ship¬ 
ping,  at  present  highly  desirable  ; 
and  in  doing  this,  they  trust  it  will 
appear  they  have  in  no  case  lost 
sight  of  what  is  either  necessary 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  connected  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  service,  the  remuneration  of  the 
members  of  the  Trinity  corpora¬ 
tion  for  the  duties  performed  by 
them,  or  the  attention  due  to  the 
objects  of  their  charities.  On  the 
other  hand,  they  have  to  hope, 
that  having  regard  to  these  neces¬ 
sary  purposes,  they  shall  not  appear 
to  have  recommended  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  such  an  amount  of 
charge  on  the  shipping  of  this 
country,  or  of  foreigners,  as  may 
not  be  fully  warranted  by  the  ob¬ 
jects  for  which  it  is  intended  to 
provide. 

With  respect  to  the  ballastage 
department,  your  committee  has 
already  adverted  to  it ;  nor  does 
any  alteration  appear  requisite,  but 
that  of  reducing  the  expense  of 
the  establishment,  and  the  equali¬ 
zation  of  the  rates,  under  the  con¬ 
dition  stated  in  respect  to  the 
charge  on  British  and  foreign 
ships. 

The  surplus  pilotage  your  com¬ 


mittee  have  also  adverted  to ;  on 
this  their  recommendation  confines 
itself  to  the  reduction  of  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  collecting  it  where  it  is 
necessarily  continued,  and  the 
total  reduction  of  it  in  all  cases  in 
which  a  foreign  power  shall  con¬ 
sent,  and  actually  extend  to  the 
British  ship  the  same  advantages 
in  the  ports  of  the  country,  in 
respect  to  the  payment  of  charges, 
as  are  afforded  to  the  native 
shipping. 

With  respect  to  the  Trinity 
dues,  which  are  so  complicated  and 
various,  it  would  be  desirable  that 
they  should  be  henceforth  conso¬ 
lidated,  and  one  charge  made 
under  that  head,  for  buoyage, 
beaconage,  loadmanage,  and  prim¬ 
age.  That  the  rate  in  future 
should  be  established  on  all  British 
and  over-sea  traders  and  foreign 
vessels,  on  the  condition  above 
stated,  entering  and  departing 
from  the  port  of  London,  at  one 
penny  per  ton,  according  to  their 
registered  tonnage :  such  duties  to 
be  received  at  the  Trinity-house 
or  Custom-house,  and  applied  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenour  of  the 
charters,  grants,  and  acts  of  par¬ 
liament,  to  the  maintenance  and 
repair  of  buoys  and  beacons,  and 
the  surplus  to  the  increase  of  the 
charitable  funds  of  the  corporation. 

Referring  to  the  general  state  of 
the  accounts  of  the  Trinity-house, 
your  committee  see  no  advantage 
from  so  large  a  balance  of  cash 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary,  from  which  an  annual 
profit  of  500/.  is  derived,  and 
therefore  submit  that  it  should  be 
discontinued;  conceiving  the  use 
of  public  balances  to  be  the  worst 
form  in  which  remuneration  for 
public  service  can  be  made.  And, 
in  addition  to  the  reductions  men¬ 
tioned,  they  have  further  to  re- 
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commend,  that  the  accounts  of  this 
body,  in  the  same  manner  as  those 
of  the  Irish  and  Northern  light 
commissioners,  and  Liverpool  light-, 
houses,  Ramsgate  and  Dover  har¬ 
bour,  should,  in  a  detailed  manner, 
be  annually  laid  before  parliament, 
within  six  weeks  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  each  session. 

It  has  been  represented  to  your 
committee,  that  a  great  inconve¬ 
nience  and  dissatisfaction  arises 
from  the  variety  of  rates  levied  for 
different  lights,  and  that  great  ad¬ 
vantage  would  be  the  consequence 
of  an  equal  rate,  and  the  charge 
being  the  same  for  each  light  (with 
an  addition  for  the  floating  lights), 
on  all  vessels  passing  them,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  respective  descrip¬ 
tions,  making  the  charge  on  what 
are  termed  over-sea  traders,  double 
the  charge  on  coasters  and  Irish 
traders ;  foreign  vessels  to  be 
chargeable  at  the  same  rate  as 
over-sea  traders,  except  in  cases 
where  British  ships  shall  not,  in 
respect  of  charges,  be  placed  upon 
a  footing  of  reciprocity  in  the 
ports  of  such  countries  to  which 
such  foreign  vessels  may  respec¬ 
tively  belong  ;  in  which  cases,  the 
charge  on  the  foreign  ship  to  be 
double  in  amount  of  that  on  the 
British.  That  the  charges  on  all 
over-sea  traders  for  light  duties, 
shall  in  future  be  one  farthing  per 
ton,  and  on  coasters  and  Irish 
traders,  one-eighth  of  a  penny  per 
ton,  being  a  diminution  of  full  one 
half  of  the  present  rates  ;  and  that 
the  ships  importing  coals  and  culm 
from  Wales  should  be  in  this  re- 
ispect  put  on  the  same  footing  as 
i  those  importing  them  from  the 
|  ports  of  Northumberland  and 
Durham. 

The  expenses  of  maintaining 
the  floating  lights  being  particu¬ 
larly  heavy,  your  committee  pro¬ 


pose  that  an  extra  charge  of  one 
farthing  per  ton  should  be  made 
upon  all  British  over-sea  traders 
and  foreign  vessels  passing  the 
same,  the  latter  subject  to  the 
conditions  before  expressed,  and 
no  charge  for  light  duties  in  any 
case  to  be  made,  either  prospec¬ 
tively  or  retrospectively,  but  con¬ 
fined  to  the  particular  voyage 
either  out  or  home,  in  which  the 
vessel  may  be  engaged. 

A  calculation  of  the  receipt  ac¬ 
cording  to  that  principle  has  been 
made,  to  which  has  been  added  a 
statement  of  the  view  according  to 
which  your  committee  recommend 
the  whole  of  the  receipt,  disburse¬ 
ment,  and  expenditure  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  of  the  Trinity-house 
should  in  future  be  regulated,  sub¬ 
ject  at  all  times  to  future  revision, 
when  the  charitable  disbursement 
shall  have  been  reduced  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  proposed,  with¬ 
in  the  amount  of  the  funds  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  authority  either  of  acts 
or  charters,  to  be  applied  to  such 
disbursements.  The  calculation 
annexed  to  this  report  has  been 
made  upon  such  a  scale  as  to 
afford  ample  means  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  lights:  leaving  such 
a  surplus  as  would  not  only  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  the  present 
amount  of  charitable  appropria¬ 
tion,  but  providing  a  liberal  fund 
for  the  various  establishments  under 
the  Trinity-house,  and  the  con¬ 
tingencies  belonging  to  them,  as 
well  as  a  fair  remuneration  for  the 
various  services  of  management 
and  supervision  performed  by  the 
acting  elder  brethren,  and  the 
officers  of  the  corporation.  It 
proceeds  on  the  supposition,  that 
the  vacancies  occasioned  by  death 
among  the  pensioners  dependent 
on  these  charities  shall  not  be 
filled  up,  until  the  demands  for 
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hem  are  reduced  within  the 
amount  of  the  produce  of  duties 
strictly  applicable  to  the  relief  of 
poor  mariners,  &c.,  being  about 
1 6,000/.  per  annum,  and  that  the 
surplus  fund  shall  be  allowed  pro¬ 
gressively  to  increase,  until  it  shall 
have  attained  such  an  amount  as 
may  afford  to  the  public  a  further 
reduction  of  the  light  dues,  and 
other  dues  now  payable  to  the  cor¬ 
poration,  and  assist  them  in  the 
means  of  purchasing  the  interests 
of  individuals  in  the  private  lights, 
and  in  the  beneficial  leases  which 
have  been  granted  by  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  by  which  all  the  light  esta¬ 
blishments  might  be  eventually 


brought  under  the  supervision  and 
management  of  the  corporation  of 
the  Trinity-house. 

Your  Committee  will  now  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  House  the  calculation 
they  have  made,  showing  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount  of  light  duties  at  a 
reduced  rate  ;  the  permanent  as 
well  as  estimated  income  of  the 
corporation,  according  to  the  docu¬ 
ments  returned  to  them ;  together 
with  the  best  estimate  they  can 
form  of  the  charges  and  expendi¬ 
ture  attending  the  maintenance  of 
the  lights  under  their  manage¬ 
ment  ;  the  provision  for  the  esta¬ 
blishment,  and  the  charities  which 
their  revenues  have  supported. 


The  Amount  of  Tonnage  which  has  passed  the  several  Lights  here¬ 
after  described,  under  the  immediate  management  of  the  Trinity 
Corporation,  according  to  an  official  Return,  delivered  30th  May, 
1822,  for  the  year  1821,  viz. 


Flambro’,  Spurn,  Well,  Foulness,  Haisbro’,  Lowestoff,  Sunk,  Gal¬ 
loper,  Goodwin,  Owers,  Needles,  Portland,  Casketts,  Eddy  stone.  Lizard, 
Scilly,  Milford,  Lundy,  Bardsey,  Southstack.  and  the  Nore,  was. 
Over-sea  British  tonnage  .  .  13,045,353  tons. 

Ditto  Foreign  ditto  .  .  2,928,570  — 


15,953,600  tons,  £.  s.  d. 
at  one  farthing  per  ton,  is  1 6,6 18  6  8 

Coasters  .  .  23,797*955  tons. 

Irish  .  .  .  3,389,259  — 

*  _  . .  —  27*187*214  tons, 

at  half  a  farthing  per  ton,  is  14,160  O  0 
Produce  of  the  local  lighthouses  of  Bideford,  Air,  and 
St.  Bees,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  the  main¬ 
tenance,  not  including  commission,  for  the  year  1821, 
as  per  statement  delivered  in  ........  38000 


Amount  of  Tonnage  of  Vessels  which  have  passed 
the  Floating  Lights  during  the  year  1821  (not 
including  Colliers  nor  Coasters,  which  are  to  be 
exempt  from  the  following  extra  charge.) 


Spurn  Floating  Light 

Well . 

Haisbro*  .... 
Lowestoff  .... 
Sunk  and  Galloper  . 


British.  Foreign. 

12,745  tons.  38,991  tons. 
326,538  —  114,787  — 

338,307  —  132,998  — 
343,633  —  134,392 

389,741  —  136,202  — 
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British.  Foreign. 

Goodwin .  1,057,493  —  188,059  — 

Owers .  1,059,853  —  189,76?  — 

Nore .  645,975  —  93,621  — 


British  .  .  4,173,767  —1,028,820  — 
Foreign  .  .  1,028,820  — . 


Total.  .  5,202,587  tons  at  one  farthing,  is  5,41?  15  0 

.  .  ,  36,576  1  8 

Deduct,  commission  on  the  collection,  5  per  cent,  allow¬ 
ing  for  extraordinary  expenses  of  collection  at  some 
ports,  beyond  others,  on  18,288/.  .  .  £.914  8  0 

And  2  per  cent  on  the  residue  ...  457  4  0 


1,371  12  0 
35,204  9  8 


Other  Sources  of  Income. 

Permanent  income  of  the  corporation  derived  from  rentals 
and  capital  stock,  amounting  to  about  £.10,000  0  0 
Nett  produce  of  ballastage,  the  1,000/.  ap¬ 
propriated  to  charitable  purposes  being  al¬ 
lowed  for  hereafter .  3,000  0  0 

Nett  produce  of  the  Trinity  duties  on  British 
and  foreign  ships,  taken  at  an  average  of 
the  last  five  years,  according  to  the  ac¬ 
counts  rendered .  8,000  0  0 

Nett  receipt  of  buoys  and  beacons  in  Yar¬ 
mouth,  Tees,  and  Exeter,  as  per  account 

rendered  .  . . .  1,700  0  0 

Annual  rental  of  six  leased  light-houses  .  .  128  0  0 

Interest  on  capital  stock  funded,  arising 
from  surplus  pilotages,  under  the  52nd 

Geo.  III.,  about .  2,500  0  0 

Amount  of  fees  under  the  same  act  for  re¬ 
newing  the  annual  licenses  of  Trinity  pilots 

in  London  . . 1,100  0  0 

Profits  upon  floating  balances  of  cash  of  the 
corporation,  hitherto  enjoyed  as  a  perqui¬ 
site,  by  the  secretary .  500  0  0 


Total  income 


26,928  0  0 
62,132  9  8 


Charge. 

Maintenance  of  20  light  establishments,  Bardsey  not 
included,  which  was  only  exhibited  in  December  last : 
calculated  with  reference  to  an  improved  system  of 
maintenance,  and  proper  economy  Lin  the  disburse- 
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ments,  according  to  a  comparative  estimate  framed 
upon  the  principle  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Scotch 
lights,  the  average  expense  of  which  is  650l.  each : 
taking,  therefore,  the  20  lights  at  the  same  rate  of  al¬ 
lowance,  will  be . £.13,000  0  0 

Allowance  for  extraordinary  expense  of 

maintaining  the  Eddystone .  500  0  0 

Extra  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  9 

floating  lights,  at  3501.  each .  3,150  0  0 

is  total  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  - 

the  lights  under  the  Trinity  corpora¬ 
tion  (except  Bardsey,  and  the  four  local 
lights  of  St.  Bees,  Air,  Usk,  and  Bide¬ 
ford),  being  8321.  1 0.?.  for  each  light 
establishment .  16,650  0  0 

Allowance  to  the  Elder  Brethren  cf  the 
Trinity  House,  as  Salaries,  viz. 

Deputy  master . £.500  0  0 

Twenty  acting  elder  brethren, 

at  300/.  each  ......  6,000  0  0 

Extra  allowance  to  each  of  the 
chairmen,  for  the  time  being, 
of  the  committees,  viz.  at  100/. 

each .  500  0  0 

Expense  of  establishment  upon 
Tower-hill,  including  secre¬ 
tary  and  clerks’  salaries, 
housekeeping,  and  various 

contingencies .  3,000  0  0 

Allowance  for  the  Trinity  yacht, 
as  per  Mr.  Court’s  evidence, 
expense  per  annum  .  .  .  750  0  0 

Allowance  for  carrying  the  pilot 
act  into  execution  in  London 

and  Gravesend . 200  0  0 

- 10,950  0  0 

Amount  of  charitable  appro¬ 
priations,  pensions,  allow¬ 
ances,  and  gratuities,  as  per 
account  rendered  ....  30,354  0  0 

Amount  of  pensions  and  allow¬ 
ances  to  ballastmen,  their 
wives,  widows,  children,  and 
orphans  .......  1,000  0  0 

Allowance  for  annual  repairs  of 

alms-houses .  1,000  0  0 

— - - 32,354  0  0 

■ - - - 59,954  0  0 


Surplus  income  beyond  expenditure  .  .  2,173  9  3 
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To  be  added. 

Amount  of  extra  contributions  for  light  duties  by  foreign 
ships,  subject  to  a  reduction,  as  soon  as  the  countries 
to  which  such  ships  shall  respectively  belong  shall 
place  British  ships  in  their  ports  upon  a  footing  of  re¬ 
ciprocity  in  regard  to  charges  on  the  same. 

F  oreign  tonnage  in 
1821,  which  passed 

the  lights  .  .  2,928,740  tons,  at  \d.  3,050  0  0 
Ditto,  floating  lights  1,028,820  -  -  \d.  1,072  10  0 

— — - - -  ■  ■  4,022  10  0 

Add  the  amount  of  the  estimated  profits  on  Bardsey  light, 
which  was  first  exhibited  in  December,  1821,  calcu¬ 
lated  with  reference  to  the  tonnage  which  has  passed 
the  south  stack  light  in  1821,  and  allowing  650/.  for 
its  maintenance,  upon  the  like  and  same  principle  as 

the  other  lights . .  9^000 

Allow  for  the  commission  on  the  private  lights  and  other 
dues,  recommended  to  be  in  future  collected  at  the 
Trinity-house  . .  750  0  0 


Yielding  a  surplus,  according  to  the  estimate 

upon  reduction  of  rates  .  ,  .  ,  .  <£-7,900  19  8 


N.  B.  The  4,022/.  10s.  cannot  be  considered  as  permanent,  being 
subject  to  a  reduction  if  foreign  countries  place  British  ships 
on  the  same  footing  with  their  own. 


The  amount  of  charitable  appro¬ 
priations,  under  the  authority  of 
the  acts,  patents,  and  grants,  and 
charter,  may  amount,  according  to 
the  receipt  calculated  by  the  re¬ 
turns  of  1821,  to  about  1 6,000/. 
per  annum,  whiph,  as  will  be  seen, 
last  year  reached^he  large  sum  of 
32,354/. 

From  the  appropriation  of 
16,000/.  must  be  deducted  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  expense  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  the  Trinity-house, 
being  a  charge  upon  the  receipt, 
which,  estimated  at  one-third  of 
the  sum  allowed  for  the  whole  es¬ 
tablishment  on  that  account,  would 
be  3,000/.,  and  deducted  from  the 
j  16,000/.  leaves  the  amount  of  spe- 
I  cified  charitable  appropriation  about 
13,000/.  per  annum. 

You  LXIV. 


It  is  proposed  that  the  present 
amount  of  charitable  disbursement, 
exceeding  by  one  half  what  may 
be  considered  as  applicable  under 
any  distinct  authority  to  that  pur¬ 
pose,  shall  not  be  increased,  but  be 
subject  to  a  progressive  reduction, 
until  the  amount  shall  have  been 
brought  within  the  amount  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  collected  and  applied  under 
the  several  charters,  acts,  and 
grants  above  referred  to,  that  such 
reduction  shall  be  progressively  ef¬ 
fected  according  to  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  the  present  an¬ 
nuitants  and  pensioners,  which,  in 
the  course  of  nature,  takes  place  ; 
hence  it  will  follow,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  1 6,354/.  exclusive  of  the 
surplus  receipts  beyond  the  expen¬ 
diture,  according  to  the  estimate 
2  H 
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made,  will  become  a  fund  avail¬ 
able  to  such  purposes  as  may  be 
hereafter  considered  beneficial  to 
the  shipping  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try;  the  most  desirable  of  these 
appears  to  your  committee,  to  be 
the  purchase  of  the  interests  of 
individuals  in  the  private  and 
leased  lights,  and  the  placing  of 
them  under  the  management  of 
the  Trinity  Corporation — a  mea¬ 
sure  essential  to  the  establishment 
of  a  general  system  of  rates,  and 
the  equal  reduction  of  the  light 
dues,  both  on  British  and  foreign 
shipping,  in  the  manner  suggested 
in  the  former  part  of  the  report. 
Feeling  this,  and  adverting  to  the 
amount  of  the  surplus  funds  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  corporation, 
arising  partly  from  the  collection 
for  lights,  and  partly  from  the 
surplus  pilotage,  they  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  a  proportion  of  this  accu¬ 
mulation  might  be  usefully  applied, 
as  opportunities  occur,  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  above  stated,  which  they 
strongly  recommend.  These  pur¬ 
chases,  as  well  as  other  applications, 
to  be  made  with  the  approbation 
of  the  privy  council. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  whole  of 
the  light  and  other  duties,  Rams¬ 
gate  and  Dover  harbour  dues, 
which  shall  be  payable  in  London, 
be  received  by  the  Trinity  Corpo¬ 
ration  at  their  office  on  Tower- 
hill,  and  that  per  cent  should 
be  allowed  for  the  collection,  of 
which  they  will  have  the  advan¬ 
tage,  and  which  must  be  taken 
into  the  account ;  in  addition  to 
this  it  is  remarked,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  many  of  the  witnesses 
who  have  been  examined,  the  di¬ 
minution  of  the  light  duties  and 
discontinuance  of  the  present  mode 
of  charge,  will  have  the  effect  of 
considerably  increasing  the  number 
of  vessels  resorting  to  our  ports,  by 


which  these  receipts  will  be  fur¬ 
ther  augmented. 

The  amount  of  reduction  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  charge  for  ballast  to 
foreign  ships,  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  made  equal  with  that  on 
British  ships,  may  be  compensated 
by  the  reduction  in  the  expense  of 
the  establishment,  as  suggested  by 
the  committee.  The  whole  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  ballastage  is  under 
a  separate  department,  and  regu¬ 
lated  by  a  particular  act  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 


Ramsgate  Harbour. 

Your  committee  next  directed 
their  inquiry  to  Ramsgate  harbour, 
and  the  dues  collected  for  support 
of  it,  which  are  of  an  amount 
sufficient  to  press  heavily  upon  the 
shipping  and  commerce  of  the 
country ;  and  which  have  been  a 
cause  of  serious  complaint  on  the 
part  of  British  and  foreign  ship¬ 
owners,  nor,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  without  justice ; 
the  charge  is  made  on  all  ships 
above  a  certain  tonnage,  that  may 
pass,  whether  to  the  east  or  west 
side  of  the  sand,  although  many, 
by  their  size  and  draught  of  water, 
are  precluded  from  entering  the 
harbour ;  and  a  practice  has  pre¬ 
vailed,  in  regard  to  foreign  ships, 
of  exacting  a  payment  upon  ships 
capable  of  entering,  at  a  rate 
amounting  to  double  that  on  Bri¬ 
tish  ships  of  the  same  description, 
and  upon  those  which  are  unable 
to  enter,  about  400/.  per  cent 
more,  both  prospectively  and  re¬ 
trospectively.  The  management 
of  Ramsgate  harbour,  has,  by  se¬ 
veral  acts  of  parliament  (continued 
and  enlarged  by  the  55th  Geo.  III. 
c.  7d),  been  placed  under  trustees, 
from  whom  a  committee  of  direc¬ 
tion  is  chosen,  consisting  of  the 
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chairman  and  deputy  chairman  for 
the  time  beings  with  the  addition 
of  the  deputy-master  of  the 
Trinity-house ;  these  are  elected 
by  ballot,  at  a  general  meeting  of 
the  trustees  annually  held ;  300/. 
are  taken  annually  from  the  funds, 
and  divided  amongst  the  members 
of  the  committee,  by  whom  the 
business  is  done.  The  trustees 
hold  an  annual  meeting  at  Rams¬ 
gate,  where  a  building  for  that 
purpose  has  been  erected. 

In  London,  a  house  is  also  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  monthly  meetings  of 
the  committee,  where  a  permanent 
establishment  is  kept  up.  The 
rates  established  by  act  of  parlia¬ 
ment  are,  upon  British  ships  pas¬ 
sing  the  harbour,  three-pence  per 
ton,  if  under  300  tons  ;  one  penny 
per  ton,  if  above  300  tons ;  and, 
if  laden,  the  owners  are  authorized 
by  the  act  to  receive  the  amount 
payable  for  the  voyage  from  the 
proprietors  of  the  cargo.  The 
rates  upon  foreign  vessels,  whether 
passing  to  the  eastward  or  to  the 
westward  of  the  Goodwin  Sand, 
are  six-pence  per  ton,  if  under  300 
tons;  and  four-pence  per  ton,  if 
above  300  tons  ;  which  dues  have 
been,  till  lately,  collected  from  fo¬ 
reign  vessels  passing  from  foreign 
port  to  foreign  port,  prospectively 
and  retrospectively.  But  since  the 
subject  has  been  under  inquiry, 
your  committee  have  been  inform¬ 
ed,  that  orders  have  been  given 
for  this  practice  to  be  discontinued, 
which  they  mention  with  satisfac¬ 
tion,  from  having  reason  to  believe 
that  a  subject  of  great  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  will  thereby  be  removed. 

Under  the  act  of  the  32  Geo. 
Ill,  c.  74,  and  37  Geo.  Ill,  c.  86, 
masters  of  foreign  ships  arriving 
with  cargoes  for  a  British  port,  are 
authorized  to  reimburse  themselves 
from  the  consignee,  or  proprietor. 


The  rates  payable  under  the  act 
were  three-pence  per  ton ;  but  the 
act  of  55th  Geo.  Ill,  which  aug¬ 
mented  the  rate  to  sixpence  per 
ton,  is  silent  as  to  the  recovery 
from  the  owners  of  the  cargo ;  so 
that  the  rate  by  that  act  is  raised 
100  per  cent,  and  the  right  of  re¬ 
imbursement  from  the  cargo  no 
longer  expressly  continued.  By 
the  same  act,  the  trustees  have  a 
discretionary  power  of  lowering 
the  rates,  and  the  monies  collected 
are  directed  to  be  applied  towards 
enlarging,  building,  finishing, main¬ 
taining,  supporting,  and  improving 
the  harbour,  and  in  defraying  all 
other  expenses  which  shall  be  in¬ 
curred  in  carrying  the  act  into 
execution. 

Your  committee  have  already 
adverted  to  the  exaction  of  a  duty 
from  vessels  for  the  support  of  the 
harbour,  which,  under  no  circum¬ 
stances,  they  are  capable  of  en¬ 
tering. 

The  preamble  to  one  of  the  acts 
before-mentioned  assigns,  as  the 
reason  for  imposing  a  rate  upon 
vessels  of  this  description,  that,  as 
the  harbour  provides  shelter  for 
small  vessels,  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  affording  more  room  for 
ships  to  ride  in  the  Downs ;  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that,  to  a  certain 
extent,  this  benefit  is  derived  from 
it ;  when  a  gale  of  wind  sets  in 
from  the  south-west,  and  is  of  any 
continuance,  the  number  of  ships 
which  collect  in  the  Downs  is  said 
to  be  occasionally  very  great,  and, 
at  certain  seasons,  becomes  such  as 
to  render  the  anchorage  unsafe. 
In  such  cases,  vessels  of  a  moderate 
size  seek  shelter  in  Ramsgate  har¬ 
bour,  and,  so  far,  the  larger  ships 
receive  advantage.  But,  whatever 
the  advantages  may  be,  they  do 
not  appear  to  your  committee  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  heavy  burden  entailed 
2  H  2 
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upon  the  shipping  by  which  they 
are  purchased,  and  they  therefore 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  the  expediency  of  discon¬ 
tinuing  the  rate  upon  all  ships 
beyond  the  tonnage  which  the 
harbour  is  capable  of  admitting, 
namely,  of  300  tons,  and  upwards, 
the  amount  of  rates  on  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  return  for  the  year 
1820,  is  about  2,800/.  per  annum. 
The  imposition  of  a  duty,  to  which 
the  act  has  subjected  all  ships  that, 
in  the  course  of  navigation  from 
foreign  port  to  foreign  port,  must 
unavoidably  pass  Ramsgate,  but  do 
not  approach  it,  whether  passing 
to  the  eastward  or  the  westward 
of  Goodwin  Sands,  is  very  ques¬ 
tionable.  It  could  never  be  in¬ 
tended,  that  a  foreign  ship,  sailing 
from  Rotterdam  to  Calais  should 
be  liable  to  the  Ramsgate  harbour 
dues ;  these,  however,  are  claimed, 
and  form  a  subject  of  complaint, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee 
so  reasonable,  that  it  ought  to  be 
removed. 

The  sums  which  have  at  various 
times  been  expended  on  Ramsgate 
harbour  are  stated  to  amount  to 
no  less  than  1,500,000/. ;  and  it 
appears,  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Rennie,  that  although  he  estimates 
the  amount  required  to  complete 
the  works  at  about  52,000/.,  he  is 
of  opinion  that  it  is  not  unlikely 
150,000/.  may  be  required  for  that 
purpose.  Your  committee  do  not 
question  the  accommodation  the 
harbour  has  the  means  of  affording 
to  shipping  of  a  particular  class ; 
but  they  are  not  of  opinion  that 
any  increase  of  the  harbour  will 
be  attended  with  additional  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  shipping,  and  that 
some  limit  ought  to  be  imposed  on 
the  receipts  to  prevent  any  further 
increase,  and  to  enforce  economy, 
that  the  trade  may  not  continue 


to  be  burdened,  either  in  point  oft 
time  or  amount,  bevond  what  ab- 
solute  necessity  demands,  consist¬ 
ently  with  certain  expenses  on 
works  and  repairs  to  be  incurred. 
Your  committee  have  considered 
whether  all  the  shipping  may  not, 
to  a  certain  extent,  be  immediately 
relieved.  The  trustees  have  a 
power  under  the  seventh  section 
of  the  55th  Geo.  Ill,  c.  74,  of 
raising  monies  upon  the  credit  of 
the  rates,  to  the  extent  of  50,000/. 
the  repayment  to  be.  secured  by 
mortgage  thereof.  The  estimate, 
by  Mr.  Rennie,  of  the  sum  re¬ 
quired  to  complete  the  works, 
amounts  to  52,000/. ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears,  in  evidence,  that  if  no  more 
than  the  present  number  of  work¬ 
men  are  employed,  it  will  take 
about  seven  years  to  finish  them. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  such  of  the  repairs  as  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  absolutely  necessary, 
ought,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public  to  be  completed  with 
every  possible  dispatch,  and  that 
persons  should  immediately  be  con¬ 
tracted  with  by  public  tender  to 
execute  the  works  to  be  performed 
within  a  given  time,  to  be  done 
under  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  engineer.  That  the  trustees 
should  raise  in  the  manner  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  act  the  necessary 
funds  for  that  purpose,  by  which 
they  would  be  enabled  at  once  to 
discontinue  the  rates  on  ships  above 
300  tons,  and  to  equalize  the  du¬ 
ties  on  foreign  ships  with  those  on 
British  ships,  and  reduce  the  rates 
upon  all  vessels  bound  to  or  from 
foreign  ports. 

The  amount  of  the  annual  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  trust  is  about  20,000 /. 
per  annum,  arising  from  rates  and 
permanent  capital ;  and  the  charges- 
of  the  establishment,  according  to 
the  evidence  of  the  chairman  of 
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tlie  committee  of  management,  26  founded  upon  a  report  of  a  com- 
per  cent,  rather  more  than  one-  mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
fourth  of  the  total  receipts ;  which  in  consequence  of  a  petition  from 
appears  to  your  committee  a  very  the  town  of  Sandwich.  Your 
heavy  charge,  and  susceptible  of  committee  not  having  before  them 
considerable  reduction.  sufficient  evidence  to  come  to  a 

Out  of  the  receipts  200/.  are  satisfactory  conclusion  in  respect 
annually  paid  to  the  corporation  of  to  this  charge,  do  not  feel  it  in- 
Sandwich.  On  the  subject  of  this  cumbent  upon  them  at  present  to 
payment  there  is  some  conflicting  recommend  the  discontinuance  of 
evidence ;  on  one  hand,  it  is  stated  it. 

that  the  harbour  of  Ramsgate  is  Having  examined  the  accounts 
rather  an  advantage  than  a  detri-  of  revenue  and  expenditure  pro- 
ment  to  the  port  of  Sandwich  ;  on  duced  to  them,  your  committee 
the  other,  that  considerable  injury  beg  to  submit  a  calculation,  formed 
is  sustained  from  it,  for  which  the  upon  an  estimated  reduction  in  the 
sum  in  question  is  no  more  than  a  rates,  &c.,  which,  in  relieving  the 
fair  compensation.  It  appears  that  shipping,  will,  as  they  believe,  pro- 
the  payment  was  originally  esta-  vide  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  esta¬ 
blished  in  the  year  1748,  and  was  blishment  and  contingencies. 

The  number  of  tons  of  British  shipping  under  300  tons  £.  s.  d. 
register,  which,  according  to  the  returns  made  in  1820, 
passed  Ramsgate  harbour,  are  816,733  tons,  which,  at 
l^d.  per  ton,  proposed  rate,  being  one-half  less  than 

the  present,  will  yield . .  .  .  ..  .  5,104  11  8 

Number  of  tons  of  foreign  shipping  under  300  tons, 
which  passed  Ramsgate  harbour  during  the  like  period, 

154,897  tons,  at  the  reduced  rate  1<| d.  per  ton  .  .  .  968  2  1 

Colliers,  307,881  tons,  at  1  \d.  per  ton . 1,924  5  2 

Vessels  laden  with  stone,  15,353  tons,  at  1  \d.  per  ton  .  96  0  0 


8,092  18  11 


150  0  0 

193  10  0 

350  0  0 


Total  .  .  .  8,7 86  8  11 


Charges. 

Commission  collecting  the  harbour  dues,  £.  s.  d. 

say  5,000/.  at  5  per  cent.  .  .  .  .  .  250  0  0 

As  at  some  places  the  expense  of  collect¬ 
ing  is  greater  than  at  others,  and  4,500/. 
at  2\  per  cent .  110  10  0 


Interest  on  5,000/.  3  per  cent  capital  stock,  it  being  pro¬ 
posed  to  appropriate  15,000/.  of  the  whole,  say 
20,000/.,  towards  the  monies  required  for  completing 

the  repairs,  leaving  5,000/.  as  a  reserve . 

Rents  at  Ramsgate  of  houses,  &c . .  . 

Average  receipts  for  rental  of  dock  and  storehouses  .  . 


360  10  0 
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Money  to  be  borrowed  upon  security  of 
rates,  to  complete  the  works,  say  38,000/. 
at  4  per  cent,  the  residue,  12,000 /.  being 
taken  from  the  present  capital  .  .  .  1,520 

Allowance  to  trustees,  annual  ....  300 

Ditto  to  corporation  of  Sandwich,  do.  200 
Establishment  in  Ramsgate,  as  per  ac¬ 
count  . . 1,000 

Ditto  in  London,  ditto  ...  730 

Office  rents,  &c . 350 

Mr.  Rennie,  engineer,  permanent  salary  .  200 

Mr.  Gott,  deputy  engineer,  residing  at 

Ramsgate . 200 

Present  actual  allowance  to  master  ma¬ 
sons  and  carpenters,  who  may  be  conti¬ 
nued  to  superintend  and  look  over  the 
works  to  be  executed  .  .  .  .  .  .  380 

Allowance  for  excavating  and  cleaning  the 
harbour  annually,  which  it  is  presumed 
when  the  sluices  are  completed,  may  be 
reduced  materially  .......  400 

Housekeeper  at  Ramsgate .  50 

Warehousekeeper  ditto,  which  office  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  overpaid .  100 

Sundry  charges,  account,  postage,  small 

expenses  . . 100 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 


0  0 


0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


Surplus  to  meet  contingencies,  and  to  pay  off  the  mo¬ 
nies  borrowed,  exclusive  of  the  reductions  the  trustees 
may  be  able  to  make  in  the  establishment  .  .  .  . 

Add,  amount  of  difference  of  rate  on  ships  of  foreign 
states,  which  will  continue  to  be  collected  until  Bri¬ 
tish  ships  shall  be  placed  in  such  countries  upon  the 
same  footing  in  respect  to  charges  as  their  own, 
154,897  tons,  at  l^d.  per  ton,  to  be  charged  only  one 
way.  The  charge  on  all  ships  above  300  tons,  as  re¬ 
commended,  being  abandoned . . 


5,890  10  0 

2,895  18  11 


968  2  1 


Total  surplus,  at  reduced  rates  .  .  £.3,864  1  0 


In  addition  to  the  surplus,  it 
may  be  stated  that  in  consequence 
of  the  reduction  in  the  rates,  the 
number  of  vessels  that  will  fre¬ 
quent  Ramsgate  harbour  will  be 
materially  increased,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  therefore  probably  rather 
exceed  than  fall  short  of  the  esti¬ 
mate.  In  concluding,  your  com¬ 


mittee  beg  to  repeat  a  suggestion 
offered  in  a  former  part  of  their 
report,  that,  with  a  view  to  the 
accommodation  of  the  trade,  the 
collection  of  all  the  rates  may  be 
consolidated,  and  that  the  trustees 
should  authorize  the  collection  of 
the  dues  payable  in  London  by  the 
Trinity  Corporation,  at  their  office 
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on  Tower-liill ;  a  commission  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent  being  al¬ 
lowed  the  corporation  for  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  collecting  them. 


Dover  Harbour. 

Your  committee’s  attention  was, 
in  the  next  instance,  directed  to 
Dover  harbour,  and  the  charges 
imposed  and  collected  for  its  main¬ 
tenance.  This  harbour  has  long 
enjoyed  legislative  protection ;  the 
act  under  which  it  is  now  regu¬ 
lated  is  the  47th  Geo.  Ill,  c.  69. 
The  management  is  placed  under 
the  lord  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
Dover  Castle,  the  mayor  of  Dover 
for  the  time  being,  and  a  certain 
number  of  assistants,  who  use  to 
hold  meetings  twice  a  year,  but 
which,  according  to  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Shipdem,  the  registrar  and 
agent,  have  not  been  regularly 
held  for  some  years.  They  have 
the  power,  under  the  act,  to  raise 
monies  for  the  purposes  of  the 
harbour,  upon  the  credit  of  the 
rates,  in  such  manner  as  to  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  may  seem  expedient; 
of  this  right  they  have  availed 
themselves  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  as  by  a  paper  returned  by  Mr. 
Latham,  the  treasurer,  it  appears, 
that  since  the  year  1794,  sums 
have  been  raised  upon  the  credit 
of  the  rates  to  the  amount  of 
19,500/.,  part  of  which,  upon  an¬ 
nuities  at  9,  10,  and  11  per  cent, 
and  that  an  agreement  has  been 
made  with  a  Mr.  Oxenden,  for  a 
further  loan  of  7,000/.,  making 
together  no  less  a  sum  than  26,500/. 
at  an  annual  interest  of  1,504/., 
of  which  sum  so  raised,  23,500/. 
has  been  borrowed  within  the  last 
five  years  ;  it  appears  further,  by 
the  accounts  rendered  and  confirm¬ 
ed  by  the  evidence  of  the  registrar. 


that  the  annual  average  revenues 
of  the  harbour  are  about  13,000/. 
per  annum,  so  that  in  five  years  a 
sum  of  no  less  than  81,500/.  has 
been  expended  upon  the  works, 
repairs,  and  maintenance  of  the 
harbour.  The  amount  of  the  rates 
by  law  established  upon  the  ship¬ 
ping  are,  three-pence  per  ton  upon 
all  ships  under  300  tons  burden, 
bound  over  sea,  which  shall  pass 
from,  to,  or  by  Dover,  whether  to 
the  east  or  the  west  side  of  the 
Goodwin  Sands,  or  which  shall 
enter  the  harbour,  and  authorizes 
a  reimbursement  of  the  rates  from 
the  owners  of  the  cargoes  with 
which  the  vessels  shall  be  laden. 

Coasting  vessels,  if  laden,  are 
subject  to  a  charge  of  1  \d.  for 
every  chaldron  of  coals  or  culm, 
ton  of  grindstone,  Purbeck,  or 
Portland  stone,  provided  they  shall 
be  above  20  tons  and  under  300 
tons ;  and  from  every  vessel  that 
may  enter  Dover  harbour,  laden 
with  merchandise,  above  300  tons 
burden,  3d.  per  ton ;  but  if  laden 
with  coals  and  culm,  1  \d.  per 
chaldron,  and  an  equal  charge  for 
every  ton  of  grindstone,  Purbeck, 
or  Portland  stone.  All  vessels  in 
ballast,  and  such  as  do  not  enter 
the  harbour,  being  of  the  burden 
of  300  tons  and  upwards,  are 
exempted  from  any  demand. 

The  annual  receipt  of  rates, 
upon  an  average  of  the  last  five 
years,  is  about  11,300/.;  and  the 
annual  receipt  of  permanent  in¬ 
come,  arising  from  ground-rents, 
and  leases  of  houses  and  land,  to 
about  1,700/.,  making  together 
the  annual  income  13,000/.  per 
annum. 

Many  of  the  observations  your 
committee  have  felt  it  their  duty 
to  make,  in  regard  to  the  principle 
upon  which  the  rates  payable  from 
shipping  to  Pamsgate  harbour  are 
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in  some  instances  collected,  apply 
more  strongly  to  that  of  Dover. 
The  practice,  although  sanctioned 
by  law,  of  making  vessels  pay  du¬ 
ties  for  a  harbour,  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  which  they  do  not,  and  in 
many  cases  cannot,  avail  them¬ 
selves,  appear  to  your  committee 
objectionable;  and  particularly  so 
in  a  case,  where,  from  the  natural 
formation  of  a  bar  thrown  up  be¬ 
fore  the  harbour  during  gales  of 
wind,  ships  are  frequently  pre¬ 
cluded  from  obtaining  shelter  in 
it  in  periods  of  great  danger  and 
distress.  It  appears  in  evidence, 
that  the  bar  in  question  is  at  times 
increased  to  a  degree  to  render  the 
entrance  of  ships  or  craft  of  any 
burden  into  the  harbour  impracti¬ 
cable  ;  and  although  upon  some 
occasions  during  spring  tides,  ves¬ 
sels  of  between  400  and  500  tons 
are  said  to  have  entered  for  shelter, 
they  must  be  considered  as  extra¬ 
ordinary  cases,  and  to  have  occur¬ 
red  during  the  prevalence  of  a 
northerly  wind,  when  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  that  vessels,  unless  in  a  state 
of  the  most  imminent  peril  from 
leakage  or  damage,  would  prefer 
seeking  shelter  in  the  roads  of 
Dungeness,  or  even  Portsmouth 
harbour. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  obstruction  alluded  to, 
which  have  hitherto  been  unsuc¬ 
cessful.  It  is  stated  to  your  com¬ 
mittee,  however,  that  works  are 
now  in  progress,  which  may  lessen 
the  continuance  of  the  inconve¬ 
nience,  although  not  prevent  it. 
Mr.  Shipdem  states,  that  whenever 
the  works  in  question  shall  be  in 
operation,  it  will  require  a  tide  to 
remove  the  obstruction,  which 
your  committee  understand  to  be, 
after  the  gale  of  wind  (which  has 
produced  the  bar)  shall  have  sub¬ 
sided,  the  harbour,  of  course,  not 


affording  shelter  at  the  moment 
when  most  important.  How  far 
any  ingenuity  may  be  successful  in 
seconding  the  endeavours  which 
the  harbour-trust  are  making,  at  a 
great  expense,  to  obviate  the  in¬ 
conveniences  belonging  to  this  har¬ 
bour,  your  committee  are  unable 
to  form  a  judgment ;  but  they  sub¬ 
mit  whether  in  any  event  the  ac¬ 
commodation  it  appears  likely  to 
afford  to  the  navigation  of  the 
country,  is  of  an  extent  and  value 
to  furnish  a  reason  for  continuing 
(except  on  those  that  may  actually 
enter  the  harbour)  so  large  an 
impost  on  ships  under  300  tons, 
sailing  from  port  to  port,  which  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  navigation 
pass  between  Calais  and  Dover, 
and  which  have  little  chance  of 
reaping  any  advantage  from  it. 
Upon  these  grounds  your  com¬ 
mittee  would  have  felt  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  suggesting  the  continuance 
of  all  rates  upon  ships  or  vessels 
which  shall  not  avail  themselves 
of  Dover  harbour,  were  it  not  for 
the  large  debt  which  has  been  in¬ 
curred,  the  payment  of  which  has 
been  guaranteed  upon  the  faith  of 
the  rates,  and  the  importance 
which,  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
belongs  to  the  harbour,  as  affording 
a  point  of  most  convenient  com¬ 
munication  with  the  coast  of 
France,  which  your  committee  are 
of  opinion  should,  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances,  be  maintained.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  them,  however,  that  by 
subjecting  the  expenditure  to  a  vi¬ 
gilant  supervision,  and  establishing 
a  system  of  rigid  economy,  reduc¬ 
ing  the  large  balances  of  cash  which 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasurer,  executing  the  ne¬ 
cessary  repairs  and  works  by  con¬ 
tract,  within  limited  periods,  and 
under  the  superintendance  of  an 
active  and  intelligent  engineer,  a 
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very  considerable  reduction  of  .the 
rates  on  all  vessels  under  300  tons 
passing  Dover  harbour,  laden,  and 
now  chargeable  with  3d.  per  ton, 
may  be  effected. 

Your  committee  have  found  it 
necessary  to  express  their  opinion 
strongly,  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
vigilant  attention  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  funds,  as  it  is  to  be 
collected  from  the  evidence  of  the 
registrar,  that  the  periodical  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  board  have  for  some 
years  past  been  unattended  to,  and 
that  no  regular  audit  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  beyond  the  mere  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  vouchers,  with  the 
amounts  of  payment,  has  taken 
place. 

Your  committee  find,  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  annual  accounts,  that 
the  permanent  revenues  of  the 
harbour  are  about  1,700/.  per 
annum,  being  about  200/.  more 
than  the  interest  payable  upon  the 
monies  borrowed,  and  yet  to  be 
received,  7,000/.  being  put  to  the 
credit  of  the  trust,  exclusive  of  the 
balance  of  cash.  The  annual  aver¬ 
age  receipt  of  rates,  as  now  esta¬ 
blished,  yield  about  1 1,300/.  ;  but 
from  the  imperfect  mode  in  which 
the  accounts  are  kept,  no  correct 
return  can  be  obtained  of  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  the  vessels,  which  have, 
during  the  last  few  years,  sought 
shelter  in  Dover  harbour ;  nor  has 
the  harbour-master  or  registrar, 
who  have  been  examined  to  those 
points,  been  able  to  give  to  the 
committee  any  information  on  the 
subject.  From  a  return,  however, 
made  by  the  collector  of  the  cus¬ 
toms  at  the  port,  it  appears  that 
the  amount  of  the  contributions 
annually  made  from  vessels  that 
enter  and  sail  from  the  harbour  is 
about  1,150/.,  bearing  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  sums  levied.  The 
rates  upon  such  vessels  as  may 


enter  the  harbour,  your  "committee 
do  not  propose  should  be  altered  ; 
but  they  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  rates  upon  vessels  merely 
passing  should  be  forthwith  re¬ 
duced  to  one  penny  per  ton,  that 
is,  on  all  vessels  laden,  bound  over 
sea,  being  under  300  tons ;  and  on 
all  coasters  laden  with  coal  or 
culm,  one  halfpenny  per  chaldron  ; 
and  the  like  sum  on  every  ton  of 
Purheck,  Portland,  or  grindstone, 
the  latter  being  above  20  tons,  and 
under  300  tons ;  this  diminution 
in  the  rates,  being  two-thirds  of 
the  present  charge,  will  reduce  the 
amount  of  collection  from  vessels 

passing,  to . 3,713 

Add  thereto,  annual  collec¬ 
tion  from  vessels  entering 
the  harbour . 1,150 

Estimated  total  annual 
average  receipt  from  rates  4,863 
Add  thereto,  permanent  re¬ 
venues  . 1,700 

Total  annual  revenue  .  £6,563 
which  will  furnish  very  ample 
means  for  providing  the  interest 
upon  the  monies  already  borrowed, 
and  the  further  sum  which  it  may 
be  necessary  to  raise,  to  complete 
further  works  (of  the  expediency 
of  which  your  committee  entertain 
the  greatest  doubt),  and  keep  the 
harbour  in  a  state  of  repair ;  and 
also  to  form  an  accumulating  fund 
for  paying  off  those  sums  of  money, 
which  have  been,  or  may  be  bor¬ 
rowed,  as  loans  only,  allowing  at 
the  same  time  a  sufficient  sum 
for  the  establishment  and  contin¬ 
gencies. 

The  board  of  assistants  having 
under  the  act  the  power  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  harbour,  rates,  it 
therefore  will  depend  upon  them, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  the  re¬ 
commendations  of  your  committee, 
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in  respect  to  the  relief  of  the  ship¬ 
ping,  should  be  carried  into  effect, 
as  also  that  for  the  general  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  trade,  they  con¬ 
sent  that  the  collection  of  the 
Dover  harbour  dues,  payable  in 
London,  should  be  received  by  the 
Trinity  corporation,  at  their  office 
on  Tower-hill ;  and  9,\  per  cent, 
commission  be  allowed  for  the 
collection. 

Among  the  heads  intended  for 
inquiry,  were  the  tonnage  duty 
and  the  consulage.  From  the  first, 
your  committee  lias  been  relieved 
by  the  repeal  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  course  of  the  present  ses¬ 
sion  ;  and  they  have  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  the  second  has  been 
long  under  the  consideration  of  the 
government,  and  a  bill  for  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  it  likely  to  be  submitted 
to  parliament  ,*  but  there  are  still, 
however,  several  subjects  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  burdens  upon  trade, 
and  others  of  considerable  import¬ 
ance  to  the  commerce  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  under  the  consideration  of 
your  committee ;  amongst  which 
are  the  laws  relating  to  quarantine, 
the  rates  collected  under  them,  the 
London  port  duty,  and  the  regu¬ 


lations  and  rates  of  pilotage ;  the 
inquiry  into  which  your  commit¬ 
tee  had  hoped  to  have  been  able 
to  complete  in  the  course  of  the 
present  session.  This  has  been 
prevented  by  a  reference  to  them 
of  the  application  of  the  West 
India  Dock  company  for  a  renewal 
of  their  charter^  together  with 
the  numerous  petitions  which 
have  been  presented  against  it 
from  various  quarters.  The  ap¬ 
proaching  expiration  of  the  charter, 
to  the  expediency  of  continuing 
which  their  attention  was  thus 
called,  has  compelled  them  to 
suspend  their  examination  into  the 
subjects  referred  to,  and  to  proceed 
without  delay  upon  this  part  of 
their  inquiry  Although  consi¬ 
derable  progress  has  been  made  in 
it,  they  cannot  venture  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  hope  of  bringing  it  to  a 
conclusion  in  time  to  enable  them 
to  resume  the  consideration  of 
those  subjects  before  the  probable 
rising  of  parliament  ;  it  must 
therefore  remain  postponed,  to  he 
renewed  in  a  future  session  of  par¬ 
liament,  if  it  shall  he  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  to  revive  the  com¬ 
mittee. 


Second  Report  of  ike  Commissioners  on  the  Public  Revenue. 


To  the  Lord%  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty’s  Treasury. 

The  Second  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
acts  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Geo.  IV. 
c.  90,  and  3rd  Geo.  IV.  c.  37, 
for  inquiring  into  the  collec¬ 
tion  and  management  of  the 
public  revenue,  arising  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  into  certain  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  public  revenue 
arising  in  Great  Britain. 


In  a  preliminary  report  we 
stated  to  your  lordships  that  our 
earliest  attention  had  been  directed 
to  the  subject  pointed  out  in  the 
act,  by  which  we  are  constituted, 
as  the  primary  object  of  our  ap¬ 
pointment,  “  the  assimilation  of  the 
mode  of  charging,  managing,  and 
collecting  the  revenue  arising  in 
Ireland,  to  the  mode  which  is  prac¬ 
tised  in  Great  Britain.” 

We  at  the  same  time  informed 
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your  lordships,  that  we  had  been 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
inquiry  concerning  the  duties  and 
regulations  which  affect  the  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  between  the 
two  countries,  and  which  afford 
occupation  to  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Customs 
in  Ireland,  that  any  new  arrange¬ 
ment  of  that  department  must 
greatly  depend  upon  the  footing 
on  which  those  duties  and  regula¬ 
tions  mav  hereafter  be  established. 

J 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  we  kept 
in  view  that  part  of  our  instruc¬ 
tions  in  which  the  “  modification 
of  duties”  is  specifically  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  modes  in  which  the 
assimilation  of  the  revenues,  or 
any  improvement  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  them,  may  be  effected,  and 
upon  which  we  are  therefore  to 
offer  our  observations,  and  sug¬ 
gestions  through  your  lordships, 
to  his  majesty  and  to  parliament. 

Our  proceedings  for  ascertaining 
in  what  manner  and  by  what 
changes  the  first-mentioned  and 
principal  object  to  which  we  have 
adverted  might  best  be  attained, 
have  led  on  to  a  full  conviction  that 
no  new  regulations  could  have  the 
effect  of  creating  a  complete  and 
permanent  uniformity  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  revenues  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  unless  enforced 
in  their  practical  execution,  by  one 
undivided  authority.  It  has, 
therefore,  appeared  to  us,  that  the 
intention  of  parliament  in  this 
respect  could  not  be  otherwise  ful¬ 
filled  than  by  a  very  material  al¬ 
teration  in  the  constitution  of  the 
boards  under  which  the  several 
branches  of  the  revenue  are  at 
;  present  administered. 

With  respect  to  the  intercourse 
•  between  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
i  land,  we  have  been  equally  con¬ 


vinced  that  changes  scarcely  less 
extensive  and  important  are  in  the 
highest  degree  desirable,  and  that 
a  general  simplification  of  the 
existing  regulations,  as  well  as  a 
repeal  of  many  of  the  duties  are 
required,  not  more  by  a  due  re¬ 
gard  to  the  economy  of  the  public 
service,  than  by  a  just  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  commercial  and  manu¬ 
facturing  interests  of  the  two 
countries. 

We  have  now,  therefore,  to  pro¬ 
pose  those  general  measures  which 
appear  to  us  to  be  the  best  calculated 
for  effecting  these  important  pur¬ 
poses.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
observe,  that  all  other  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  revenue  in  Ireland, 
and  all  reductions  in  the  compo¬ 
nent  parts  of  the  establishments 
maintained  for  securing  it,  must 
depend  greatly  upon  the  degree  in 
which  these  suggestions,  which 
embrace  so  large  a  change  in  the 
constitution  of  the  whole,  may  be 
adopted. 

They  wffil  be  comprised  under 
the  following  heads : — 

I.  The  incorporation  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  and  Irish  establishments  for 
the  collection  of  the  public  income, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  place  each 
description  of  the  revenue  through¬ 
out  the  United  Kingdom,  under 
one  practical  management,  subject 
to  the  paramount  control  of  your 
lordships. 

II.  The  removal  of  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  to  the  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  arising 
out  of  the  system  of  duties  and 
drawbacks  to  which  it  is  now  sub¬ 
jected,  by  such  regulations  as  may 
assimilate  the  commercial  inter¬ 
course  between  the  two  islands  to 
the  communications  between  the 
several  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and 
at  the  same  time  afford  the  meang 
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of  effecting  a  considerable  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  revenue  establishments 
in  Ireland. 

III.  The  abolition  of  such  of 
the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of 
Union  on  the  importation  of  the 
produce  or  manufactures  of  one 
country  into  the  other,  as  apply  to 
articles  which  either  are  not  ma¬ 
nufactured,  or  only  to  a  trifling 
extent,  in  Ireland ;  and  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  remainder  at  earlier 
periods  than  those  which  are  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  existing  law. 

Such  being  the  nature  and  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  arrangements  which 
we  are  induced  to  propose,  we 
trust  it  will  be  superfluous  to  state, 
that  we  have  not  embraced  the  de¬ 
termination  of  submitting  to  his 
majesty  and  to  parliament  the 
measures  by  which  these  import¬ 
ant  changes  may  be  accomplished, 
without  the  most  mature  and  anx¬ 
ious  consideration  of  their  manifold 
bearings  and  extensive  conse¬ 
quences.  For  although  it  requires 
but  a  superficial  view  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  and  commerce  of  Ireland,  in 
their  present  state,  to  perceive  that 
nothing  short  of  very  general  al¬ 
terations,  both  of  system  and  prac¬ 
tice,  could  effect  the  purpose  of  as¬ 
similating  the  former  to  that  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  regulating 
the  latter  so  as  to  establish  that 
unrestricted  interchange  of  the 
products  of  British  and  Irish  in¬ 
dustry,  which  was  justly  contem¬ 
plated  as  one  of  the  greatest  bene¬ 
fits  to  be  derived  from  the  Union  ; 
yet  a  nearer  inspection  developes 
also  the  many  objections  which 
will  naturally  be  opposed  to  such 
general  changes,  some  of  which 
must  come  in  conflict  with  exist¬ 
ing  interests  of  great  weight  and 
importance  ;  whilst  others  have  to 
encounter  the  obstacles  never  to  be 


disregarded,  of  deeply-rooted  pre¬ 
judices  and  national  feelings ;  and 
all  of  them  are  exposed  to  such 
difficulties  of  execution,  as  require 
that  they  should  not  be  attempted, 
except  with  the  greatest  caution, 
and  after  the  most  mature  delibe¬ 
ration. 

It  was,  therefore,  not  before  we 
had  carefully  weighed  and  exa¬ 
mined  these  obstacles  and  impedi¬ 
ments,  and  communicated  with  the 
official  persons  whom  we  deemed 
the  most  competent  to  appreciate 
both  the  advantages  and  the  ob¬ 
jections  attending  the  measures 
which  suggested  themselves  to  us, 
that  we  resolved  to  submit  them 
to  your  lordships.  In  the  progress 
of  our  inquiry,  each  step  has, 
however,  tended  to  diminish  our 
apprehensions  of  the  difficulties  op¬ 
posed  to  these  comprehensive  ar¬ 
rangements,  whilst  our  conviction 
has  been  strengthened  that  they 
afford  the  only  means  of  producing 
a  complete  and  permanent  unifor¬ 
mity  in  the  collection  of  the  reve¬ 
nue,  and  of  removing  the  embar¬ 
rassments  at  present  occasioned  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  We  now, 
therefore,  lay  them  before  your 
lordships,  with  a  thorough  persua¬ 
sion  that  every  attempt  to  remedy 
the  inconveniencies  and  defects  of 
the  existing  system  upon  a  less  ex¬ 
tensive  principle,  or  to  build  a  new 
one  upon  a  less  substantial  foun¬ 
dation,  must  terminate  in  disap¬ 
pointment,  and  produce  the  usual 
effect  of  mere  palliatives — that  of 
ultimately  increasing  the  necessity 
and  the  difficulty  of  a  more  com¬ 
plete  reformation. 

Our  present  report  will  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  first  of  the  above- 
mentioned  general  heads,  and  will 
exhibit  the  grounds  upon  which 
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we  recommend  the  incorporation  of 
the  British  and  Irish  revenue  esta¬ 
blishments,  and  the  mode  in  which 
we  conceive  that  it  mav  be  best  ef- 

J 

fected  with  respect  to  the  customs 
and  excise. 

If  the  Union  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  could  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  at  once  in  all  its  parts,  the 
same  act  by  which  the  legislatures 
of  the  two  kingdoms  were  united 
would  probably  have  provided,  as 
in  the  case  of  Scotland,  for  a  simi¬ 
lar  union  of  their  respective  reve¬ 
nues.  But  it  was  not  deemed  con¬ 
sistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
financial  and  commercial  relations 
of  the  two  countries  to  carry  that 
great  measure  to  so  full  an  extent. 
The  state  of  Ireland  rendered  an 
interval  of  some  years  necessary 
before  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  could  be  justly  required 
to  contribute  to  the  common  ex¬ 
penditure  at  the  same  rates,  or  by 
the  same  modes  of  taxation,  as 
Great  Britain,  and  also  before 
the  free  interchange  of  all  manu¬ 
factures  could  be  permitted  with¬ 
out  detriment  to  existing  interests 
of  great  importance  on  both  sides. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the 
treasuries  of  the  two  countries,  al¬ 
though  under  the  control  of  the 
same  government,  continued  dis¬ 
tinct  authorities,  and  the  several 
departments  subordinate  to  them, 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
continued  to  be  distinct  likewise. 
But  when,  by  the  act  of  1816,  the 
treasuries  had  been  united,  and  the 
revenues  were  so  consolidated  as  to 
constitute  only  one  fund  for  the 
common,  expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  all  necessity  for  a  sepa¬ 
rate  administration  of  those  reve¬ 
nues  in  Ireland  was  removed ;  and 
if  it  should  now  appear  that  no  ob¬ 
ject,  either  of  economy  or  security, 
can  be  promoted  by  the  continu¬ 


ance  of  distinct  establishments  for 
that  purpose,  it  would  seem,  in 
every  other  view  of  the  subject,  to 
be  most  desirable  that  each  branch 
of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
Kingdom  should  henceforth  be 
united  under  one  management. 

Of  the  superior  advantages  of 
unity  of  direction  and  consequent 
uniformity  of  practice,  when  con¬ 
trasted  with  the  existing  diversities 
both  of  authority  and  regulation 
in  the  management  of  these  reve¬ 
nues,  whether  the  comparison  be 
made  with  reference  to  an  effica¬ 
cious  collection,  or  to  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  the  various  classes  of  the 
community  by  whom  they  are  con¬ 
tributed,  there  can  exist,  we  ap¬ 
prehend,  no  reasonable  doubt.  In 
the  course  of  our  investigation  we 
have  had  ample  opportunities  of 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
vexations  and  embarrassments  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  different  methods 
of  managing  the  revenue  in  the 
several  parts  of  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  At  the  limits  of  each  sepa¬ 
rate  authority,  the  freedom  of 
commercial  intercourse  is  embar¬ 
rassed  and  checked,  not  only  by  the 
repeated  and  unavoidable  interfer¬ 
ences  of  revenue  officers,  but  by  di¬ 
versities  in  the  methods  of  classing 
and  denominating  the  various  arti¬ 
cles  subject  to  duty  ;  by  differences 
in  the  principles  on  which  that  duty 
is  charged  and  levied;  by  varia¬ 
tions  in  the  construction  of  the 
same  laws  ;  and  above  all,  by  the 
different  degrees  of  strictness  and 
impartiality  with  which  the  public 
income  is  collected  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  respectively. 
These  inequalities  and  discordances, 
which  are  the  necessary  conse¬ 
quences  of  divided  authorities,  ope¬ 
rate  to  the  discouragement  of  that 
commercial  enterprise  and  industry 
which  are  among  the  main  springs 
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of  national  welfare,  and  constitute 
the  most  fertile  sources  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  income. 

Of  these  various  consequences  of 
a  two-fold  system  of  revenue  in 
the  same  kingdom,  the  unequal  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  law  is  perhaps  the 
most  prejudicial  to  commercial  en¬ 
terprise.  In  its  effects  it  has  all 
the  evils  of  partial  and  ill- adjusted 
taxation,  bearing  with  an  un¬ 
equal  pressure  upon  members  of 
the  same  community,  and  that,  too, 
in  a  degree  much  more  injurious 
than  if  directly  arising  from  the 
law  itself;  because,  by  its  uncer¬ 
tainty,  it  defies  calculation,  and 
counteracts  among  those  engaged 
in  trade  all  the  principles  of  fair 
competition. 

With  respect  to  the  intercourse 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  it  has  the  effect  of  defeating 
the  purpose  for  which  the  counter¬ 
vailing  duties  were  imposed.  Those 
duties  being  fixed  with  reference 
to  the  nominal  and  legal  rates  of 
taxation,  upon  all  articles  not 
taxed  alike  for  consumption  in 
the  two  countries,  were  intended 
to  afford  the  means  of  mutually 
interchanging  them  on  terms  of 
equal  advantage.  But  it  occurs 
too  frequently  in  the  collection  of 
the  internal  duties  in  Ireland,  that 
those  which  are  imposed  by  par¬ 
liament  are  not  those  which  are 
actually  levied,  and  the  counter¬ 
vailing  duties  are  thereby  rendered 
inadequate  to  their  object. 

In  some  branches  of  the  cross 
channel  commerce,  the  spirit  of 
enterprise  has  been  greatly  re¬ 
pressed  by  these  irregularities  and 
difficulties ;  the  manufacturer  and 
trader  have  in  many  instances  been 
driven  into  courses  which,  un¬ 
shackled  and  at  liberty,  they  would 
never  have  pursued  ;  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  some  articles  has  been 


necessarily  abandoned ;  and  at  this 
very  time  these  anomalies  in  the 
construction  and  in  the  execution 
of  the  law  appear  likely,  if  not 
remedied,  to  lead  to  the  entire 
subversion  of  one  considerable 
branch  of  manufacture  in  Great 
Britain.  To  that  case  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  advert  in  another 
part  of  the  present  report;  and 
the  more  full  developement  of  the 
general  obstructions  and  impedi¬ 
ments  proceeding  from  this  source 
will  belong  to  the  report  upon  the 
countervailing  duties  which  we  are 
about  to  submit  to  your  lordships. 

These  are  great  defects  in  matters 
of  high  national  importance,  and 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether 
they  operated  most  injuriously  upon 
the  interests  of  the  revenue,  or  the 
transactions  of  the  subject.  In 
reference  to  each,  a  speedy  and 
efficacious  remedy  is  equally  called 
for,  as  it  is  not  more  essential  that 
the  taxes  should,  by  a  vigilant, 
economical,  and  impartial  collec¬ 
tion,  be  made  alike  productive  in 
every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  than  that  they  should  be  so 
levied  as  to  press  with  the  smallest 
degree  of  vexation  and  severity  upon 
individuals  which  can  be  made 
consistent  with  the  secure  pay¬ 
ment  of  so  large  a  contribution  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  country. 

Although  these  considerations, 
arising  out  of  the  evils  of  a  divided 
authority,  would  alone  furnish  suf¬ 
ficient  motives  for  the  consolida¬ 
tion  which  we  recommend,  as  the 
only  means  of  affecting  the  assimi¬ 
lation  of  practice  contemplated  in 
the  act  by  which  we  are  appointed, 
other  reasons  for  adopting  that 
course,  scarcely  less  powerful,  have 
suggested  themselves,  and  other 
defects  will  be  found,  for  which  it 
will  afford  the  best,  if  not  the 
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only  remedy.  These  exist  in  the 
actual  state  of  the  Irish  revenue 
departments,  which  is  such  as  to 
render  a  fundamental  reformation 
of  them  a  measure  in  our  judg¬ 
ment,  of  indispensable  necessity. 

In  offering  this  opinion  we  ad¬ 
vert  at  present  more  particularly  to 
the  departments  of  the  customs  and 
excise,  to  which  our  inquiries, 
while  in  Ireland  were  chiefly  di¬ 
rected,  and  to  which  our  recom¬ 
mendations  in  this  report  will 
therefore  be  confined. 

The  voluminous  mass  of  docu¬ 
ments  which  form  the  Appendix 
to  this  report  will  be  found  chiefly 
composed  of  the  evidence  obtained 
through  an  inquiry  which  preceded 
ours,  and  also  by  ourselves,  relat¬ 
ing  to  these  two  departments ; 
they  will  show  in  minute  detail 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  esta- 
blishments  of  each  of  them  in 
1819,  the  retrenchments  adopted 
between  that  period  and  the  year 
1821,  and  the  present  state  of 
them  according  to  the  latest  re¬ 
turns  which  have  been  made  to  us. 
They  will  also  be  found  to  con¬ 
tain  all  the  observations  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  customs  in 
Ireland  upon  the  various  altera¬ 
tions  suggested  in  consequence  of 
the  proceedings  to  which  we  have 
adverted,  that  board  having  met 
the  inquiry  with  the  manifestation 
of  a  ready  disposition  to  second  the 
wishes  of  the  government.  The 
board  of  Excise,  on  the  contrary, 
appear  to  have  submitted  to  it 
with  much  difficulty  and  reluct¬ 
ance. 

After  carefully  weighing  the 
whole  of  the  information  derived 
from  these  sources,  and  from  our 
immediate  examination  of  many 
persons  competent  to  afford  the 
best  information  concerning  these 


two  great  branches  of  the  Irish  re¬ 
venue,  we  are  constrained  to  de¬ 
clare,  with  respect  to  the  Customs, 
that  notwithstanding  the  improve¬ 
ments  recently  made  in  that  de¬ 
partment,  it  is  still,  managed  with 
much  less  economy  and  efficiency 
than  the  same  revenue  in  Eng¬ 
land;  and  with  respect  to  the  Ex¬ 
cise,  that  it  is  in  so  defective  a 
state  of  management,  organization, 
and  discipline,  as  to  render  hopeless 
any  attempt  at  permanent  im¬ 
provement,  except  through  the 
medium  of  a  general  change. 

The  defects  to  which  we  allude 
may  be  classed  under  the  general 
heads  of — 

1.  Unnecessary  expense  of  esta¬ 
blishment.  j 

2.  Imperfect  collection  of  the 
revenue ;  and 

3.  Delays  and  difficulties  imposed 
upon  trade. 

Instances  under  all  these  heads, 
both  in  the  Customs  and  in  the 
Excise,  might  be  adduced  in  great 
numbers  from  the  information 
which  we  had  ourselves  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  collecting.  But  such 
examples,  however  striking,  would 
be  far  less  conclusive  than  the 
general  testimony  of  public  offi¬ 
cers  holding  high  situations  in  the 
revenue  departments  of  England, 
who  assisted  the  government  of 
Ireland  in  1819  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  inquiry  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  and  which  was  under¬ 
taken  with  a  view  to  extensive 
measures  of  reduction  and  im¬ 
provement. 

Persons  better  qualified  in  all 
respects  for  such  a  service  could  not 
have  been  selected ;  and  it  is  an 
important  advantage  to  us  in  the 
performance  of  the  duty  which  we 
have  now  to  discharge,  that  in 
forming  our  more  general  views 
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on  the  subject  of  the  Irish  revenue, 
we  are  enabled  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  minute  inquiries  into  its 
details,  which  those  gentlemen, 
from  their  practical  knowledge, 
were  so  peculiarly  competent  to 
pursue. 

Their  proceedings  were  con¬ 
ducted  under  the  immediate  di¬ 
rection  of  the  late  chief  secretary 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  their 
reports  upon  the  two  departments 
now  under  our  consideration,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  documents  by 
which  they  are  supported,  exhibit 
the  zeal  and  industry  with  which 
their  researches  were  carried  on, 
and  contain  abundant  matter  to 
warrant  the  opinions  which  they 
have  strongly  expressed  respecting 
the  state  of  Irish  establishments. 

There  could  hardly,  indeed,  be 
a  more  striking  and  convincing 
proof  of  the  imperfect  condition  of 
these  establishments,  than  the  very 
result  and  termination  of  that  in¬ 
quiry.  After  all  the  information 
which  it  had  produced,  and  all  the 
suggestions  it  gave  rise  to  for  the 
improvement  of  the  revenue  de¬ 
partments  in  Ireland,  the  govern¬ 
ment  found  so  much  remaining  to 
be  done,  that  greater  changes  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  necessary,  and  a 


further  investigation  was  deemed 
indispensable. 

The  prosecution  of  that  investi¬ 
gation  has  been  committed  to  us, 
and  we  should  ill  discharge  the 
duty  thereby  imposed  upon  us  if 
we  hesitated  to  state  our  own  clear 
and  conscientious  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  those  more  extensive 
changes,  particularly  in  two  great 
branches  of  the  Irish  revenue  now 
under  our  consideration,  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  composition  of  which 
must  undergo  a  complete  altera¬ 
tion  before  the  management  of 
these  departments  can  be  placed 
upon  such  a  footing  as  the  interests 
of  the  revenue  and  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  public  imperatively 
require. 

Under  the  head  of  expense,  the 
wide  difference  between  the  rates 
of  management  in  similar  depart¬ 
ments  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  affords  a  strong  presumption, 
at  least,  of  improvidence  in  the 
management  of  the  latter.  Upon 
a  comparison  of  the  revenues  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  expenses  of 
managing  them  in  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  Ireland  respectively,  in 
the  last  four  years,  the  result  is  as 
follows . 
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CUSTOMS. 

England. 

Scotland. 

Ireland. 

Y  ear. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

$. 

d . 

£. 

s. 

d. 

C  Gross  Receipt 

12,828.319 

0 

0 

904,080 

0 

0 

2,211,826 

0 

0 

1818  -<  Management 

1,043,847 

0 

0 

139,576 

0 

0 

369,116 

0 

0 

£  Rate  per  Cent 

8 

2 

3 

15 

8 

9 

16 

13 

9 

C  Gross  Receipt 

11,812,373 

0 

0 

775,407 

0 

0 

2,146,781 

0 

0 

1819  ■<  Management 

1,035,894 

0 

0 

139,511 

0 

0 

385.108 

0 

0 

£  Rate  per  Cent 

8 

15 

4 

17 

19 

1 

17 

13 

6 

C  Gross  Receipt 

11,503,402 

0 

0 

754,672 

0 

0 

1,834,306 

0 

0 

1820  <  Management 

957,061 

0 

0 

140,712 

0 

0 

381,332 

0 

0 

£  Rate  per  Cent 

8 

4 

7 

18 

12 

11 

20 

15 

10 

(  Gross  Receipt 

11,845,400 

0 

0 

759,796 

0 

0 

2,184,118 

0 

0 

1821  <  Management 

921,238 

0 

0 

148,042 

0 

0 

410,307 

0 

0 

^Rate  per  Cent 

7 

15 

7 

19 

19 

8 

18 

15 

9 

Average  (  GroSS  Receipt 

11,998,623 

0 

0 

798,488 

0 

0 

2,094,257 

0 

0 

of  Four  Management 

989,510 

0 

0 

141,960 

0 

0 

386,465 

0 

0 

Years.  Rate  per  Cent 

8 

4 

11 

17 

11 

1 

18 

9 

1 

EXCISE. 

England. 

Scotland. 

Ireland. 

Year. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

(  Gross  Receipt 

23,963,279 

0 

0 

2,199,988 

0 

0 

2,157,052 

0 

0 

1818-<  Management 

5  852,954 

0 

0 

151,648 

0 

0 

256,263 

0 

0 

Rate  per  Cent 

3 

11 

6 

6 

17 

9 

11 

17 

7 

I  Gross  Receipt 

23,821,841 

0 

0 

2,138,580 

0 

0 

2,002,153 

0 

0 

1819-J  Management 

854,112 

0 

0 

166,722 

0 

0 

249,247 

0 

0 

(  Rale  per  Cent 

3 

11 

9 

7 

16 

0 

12 

8 

11 

f  Gross  Receipt 

27,116,914 

0 

0 

2,215,726 

0 

0 

1,962,859 

0 

0 

1820 Management 

863,123 

0 

0 

170,772 

0 

0 

257,925 

0 

0 

(^Rale  per  Cent 

3 

3 

8 

7 

14 

1 

13 

2 

9 

f  Gross  Receipt 

23,399,819 

1) 

0 

2,408,972 

0 

0 

2,007,234 

0 

0 

1821  \  Management 

868,776 

0 

0 

161,835 

0 

0 

254,548 

0 

0 

^Rate  per  Cent 

3 

14 

3 

6 

14 

3 

12 

13 

8 

Average  i  Gross  Receipt 

24,575,463 

0 

0 

2,240,816 

0 

0 

2,032,324 

0 

0 

of  Four  <  Management 

859,741 

0 

0 

162,744 

0 

0 

254,445 

0 

0 

Years.  ^  Rate  per  Cent 

3 

9 

10 

7 

5 

3 

10 

10 

4 

Vol.  LxrC ~FT 
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It  must,  however,  be  admitted, 
that  the  inference  which  naturally 
might  be  drawn  from  this  com¬ 
parison  is  by  no  means  conclusive. 
A  portion  of  the  higher  rate  of 
management  in  Ireland  is  fairly  to 
be  justified  by  the  expense  which 
a  separate  establishment  for 
managing  a  small  part  only  of  the 
general  revenue  of  the  kingdom 
unavoidably  creates,  and  a  portion 
also  by  local  peculiarities,  which 
under  any  management  would 
render  the  comparative  cost  of  col¬ 
lection  greater  in  Ireland  than  in 
England.  But  after  making  ample 
allowance  for  these  circumstances, 
there  still  remains  a  considerable 
difference  which  cannot  satisfac¬ 
torily  be  accounted  for.  The  com¬ 
parison  with  Scotland  is  also  un¬ 
favourable  to  Ireland;  although 
the  revenue  of  the  Customs  in 
Scotland  is  much  smaller,  the  ports 
of  that  country  more  numerous, 
and  the  facility  of  contraband 
traffic  greater,  the  rate  of  manage¬ 
ment  is  nearly  the  same  ;  while  in 
the  Excise,  the  gross  receipts  of 
which  in  the  two  countries  are 
nearly  equal,  the  rate  of  manage¬ 
ment  in  Ireland  is  strikingly 
higher. 

The  manner  in  which  these 
differences,  indicative  of  unneces¬ 
sary  expenditure,  have  arisen,  is 
in  a  great  measure  explained  by 
the  reports  upon  those  branches  of 
the  revenue  which  were  produced 
by  the  inquiry  we  have  alluded  to. 
In  that  of  Mr.  Richmond  upon  the 
Customs,  reductions  were  suggest¬ 
ed,  upon  grounds  more  satisfac¬ 
torily  explained,  to  the  extent  of 
77,000?.  in  the  yearly  charge  of 
that  department :  while  colonel 
Doyle  and  Mr.  Carr  proposed  di¬ 
minutions  amounting  to  43,540/. 
In  the  annual  expenditure  of  that 
of  the  Excise. 


That  retrenchments  to  such  an 
extent,  embracing  in  the  first  de¬ 
partment  more  than  one-fifth  of 
the  annual  expense  of  manage¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  latter  more  than 
one-seventh  (according  to  the 
charge  of  the  latest  year  then 
under  consideration),  should  have 
appeared  almost  upon  the  very 
first  view  to  be  practicable,  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  due  discharge 
of  the  public  service,  is  of  itself 
decisive  evidence  of  some  great 
defect  either  in  the  system  under 
which  the  excessive  expenditure 
had  arisen,  or  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  it. 

We  are  inclined  principally  to 
ascribe  it  to  the  system,  and  to 
that  tendency  to  expensiveness  and 
ostentation  which  is  always  to  be 
found  in  independent  local  esta¬ 
blishments,  in  a  degree  very  dis¬ 
proportionate  to  their  real  import¬ 
ance. 

In  the  Customs  in  Ireland,  the 
board  itself  and  the  office  of  the 
secretary  connected  with  it,  were 
found  to  be  upon  a  scale  too  nearly 
approaching  in  the  number  of  the 
persons  borne  upon  the  establish¬ 
ment  to  the  same  offices  in  Lon¬ 
don.  There  were  seven  commis¬ 
sioners  (two  of  whom  were  chair¬ 
men),  two  secretaries,  and  21 
clerks,  in  Dublin  ;  while  in  Lon¬ 
don,  for  a  revenue  of  six-fold  the 
extent,  and  for  a  weight  of  busi¬ 
ness  which  bears  no  comparison 
with  that  of  Ireland,  there  are 
nine  commissioners,  one  secretary, 
and  twenty-six  clerks. 

In  the  contingent  expenses, 
also,  such  charges  were  discovered 
as  indicated  habits  of  great  extra¬ 
vagance  and  of  a  very  loose  control. 
Several  instances  are  afforded  in 
Mr.  Richmond’s  observations  under 
that  head ;  among  others,  he 
states  “  that  for  the  house  of  the 
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surveyor  at  Malahide,  an  out-sta¬ 
tion  within  the  port  of  Dublin, 
where  there  is  no  boat-establish¬ 
ment,  and  where  the  officer’s  duty 
is  confined  to  the  discharge  of  a 
few  vessels  laden  with  coals,  salt, 
and  potatoes,  the  charges  incurred 
for  repairs  in  the  last  year 
amounted  to  3331.  19<?*,  including 
17/«  17-?*  6d.  for  a  chimney  piece;” 
upon  which  he  very  justly  re¬ 
marks,  “  Under  such  a  system  no 
limit  can  be  assigned  to  the  amount 
of  contingent  expenses.” 

In  the  same  paper  he  repeatedly 
points  out  the  circumstance,  that 
in  the  out-ports  “  the  salaries  of 
the  officers  in  Ireland  are  gener¬ 
ally  higher  than  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  the  same  class  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;”  and  in  another  place  he 
intimates,  u  that  they  are  one- 
third  higher  to  officers  who  receive 
above  100/.  per  annum,  and  be¬ 
tween  one-fourth  and  one-sixth 
higher  to  officers  whose  salaries 
are  less  than  100/.” 

In  his  evidence  before  us,  he 
adverts  to  other  examples  of  ex¬ 
cessive  expense. 

In  the  Excise  the  same  profusion 
was  manifest,  and  formed  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  observation  in  the  report  of 
colonel  Doyle  and  Mr.  Carr. 
They  have  also  adverted  strongly 
to  it  in  their  evidence  before  us, 
remarking  upon  the  striking  dis¬ 
proportion  between  the  officers  of 
collection  in  Dublin  and  London. 
In  the  former  place  there  are  two 
collectors  at  1,200/.  a  year  each, 
where  the  united  collection  amounts 
to  about  700,000/.  annually; 
while  in  the  latter  there  is  but 
one  collector,  whose  salary  is  600/. 
a  year,  and  who  receives  duties 
which  amounted  in  the  year  1820 
to  7,246,907/-  It  is  true  that  the 
receiver-general  in  London  per¬ 


forms  certain  duties  which  are  not 
discharged  by  that  officer  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  which  fall  upon  the  col¬ 
lectors  there :  but  that  circum¬ 
stance  is  by  no  means  sufficient  to 
justify  the  difference.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  also,  that  there  is  no  col¬ 
lector  of  Excise  in  England,  who  is 
paid  at  a  higher  rate  than  600/.  a 
year,  and  only  one  out  of  London, 
whose  salary  is  of  that  amount, 
viz.  the  collector  of  Liverpool, 
who  receives  and  accounts  for 
duties  exceeding  in  nett  produce 
the  whole  of  the  Excise  revenues 
of  Ireland. 

We  have  adverted  in  this  man¬ 
ner  and  upon  these  authorities  to 
the  comparative  expense  of  manage¬ 
ment  in  Ireland  and  England,  as 
it  was  found  upon  the  inquiry  in 
18 19,  because  it  exhibits  that 
which  we  conceive  can  only  be 
corrected  by  a  change  in  the  con¬ 
stitution  of  the  departments.  Par¬ 
ticular  instances  of  extravagance 
may  indeed  be  remedied,  and 
general  directions  may  be  issued  to 
forbid  their  recurrence  (as  upon 
these  reports  has  already  in  fact 
been  done) ;  but  such  remedies 
have  been  applied  before,  and  such 
orders  for  future  regulation  have 
too  frequently  been  issued  in  vain. 
These  departments  have,  in  the 
several  parts  of  their  establish¬ 
ments,  been  frequently  revised  by 
successive  administrations  in  Ire¬ 
land  subsequently  to  the  union. 
They  have  also  since  that  period 
undergone  a  minute  inquiry  by  a 
parliamentary  commission,  and 
have  been  subject  to  many  reforms 
in  consequence  of  its  proceedings : 
but  all  these  have  not  availed  to 
subdue  the  disposition  to  expen¬ 
siveness,  or  to  secure  a  steady  ad¬ 
herence  to  a  scale  of  expenditure 
justly  proportioned  to  the  services 
2  I  2 
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which  they  have  to  perform.  The 
needless  and  profuse  charges  which, 
after  all  these  inquiries  and  refor¬ 
mations,  were  found  existing  in 
both  of  them,  appears  to  us  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  that  as  they  are  at 
present  constituted,  a  full  security 
for  economical  management  is  un¬ 
attainable. 

A  circumstance  strongly  corro¬ 
borative  of  this  view  of  the  subject 
occurs  in  the  accounts  of  the  Ex¬ 
cise  department  relating  to  the 
year  immediately  following  a 
period  when  the  endeavours  of 
your  lordships  and  the  local  go¬ 
vernment  to  effect  retrenchments 
were  yet  very  recent.  A  commis¬ 
sioner  of  that  board  was  in  attend¬ 
ance  upon  your  lordships  in  Eng¬ 
land,  in  the  year  1820,  upon  the 
business  of  his  office,  during  eighty 
days,  and  the  allowance  which  he 
claimed  for  that  service,  and  which 
was  awarded  to  him  by  his  board, 
was  at  the  rate  of  eight  guineas 
per  diem  in  addition  to  his  regular 
salary.  The  charge  on  similar  oc¬ 
casions  in  former  instances  had 
been  five  guineas  per  diem,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  authority 
or  precedent  existed  for  the  in¬ 
crease.  No  payments  made  either 
to  English  or  Scotch  commis¬ 
sioners,  detached  on  public  duty 
from  their  usual  place  of  residence, 
could  have  been  found  to  justify 
such  an  allowance,  or  a  rate  of 
charge  even  nearly  approaching  to 
it,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  statement 
in  our  appendix.  And  when  this 
case  of  extravagant  expenditure  is 
considered  with  reference  to  all 
the  circumstances  detailed  in  the 
evidence  of  one  of  the  members  of 
the  board,  and  in  his  letter  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  the  expectation  is 
wholly  dispelled  that  the  then 
recent  inquiries  and  proceedings  of 


the  Irish  government  had  produced 
any  substantial  reformation  or  dis¬ 
position  to  economy  in  the  board 
of  Excise  in  Ireland. 

Our  view  of  the  unnecessary 
expense  of  these  departments  in 
Ireland  is  confirmed  even  by  the 
plans  of  reduction  which  the 
boards  themselves,  both  of  Customs 
and  Excise,  laid  before  the  lord 
lieutenant,  when  their  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  subject  by  the 
inquiries  which  were  instituted 
in  1819-  In  each  department 
the  heads  of  it,  when  called 
upno,  found  great  retrenchments 
to  be  practicable.  Those  which 
were  proposed  by  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  Customs  will  be  found 
in  our  appendix,  with  the  ob¬ 
servations  of  Mr.  Richmond  upon 
them. 

The  board  of  Excise,  on  their 
part,  suggested  the  immediate  re¬ 
trenchment  of  no  less  than  19 
surveyors,  139  gaugers,  and  27 
supernumeraries,  and  subsequently 
proposed  further  reductions,  mak¬ 
ing  in  the  whole  27  surveyors, 
16*0  gaugers,  27  supernumeraries, 
whereby  a  diminution  was  to  be 
effected  of  17,930/.  in  the  yearly 
expense  of  management.  That 
amount  of  saving,  considerable  as 
it  is,  falls  much  short  of  what  was 
submitted  by  colonel  Doyle  and 
Mr.  Carr ;  and  the  proposition  was 
accompanied  by  little  argument  or 
explanation,  to  show  in  what  man¬ 
ner  practically  these  specific  re¬ 
ductions  could  be  effected,  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  due  execution 
of  the  service,  and  why  they  could 
not  be  carried  farther.  It  also 
contains  no  satisfactory  reason  why 
the  expenditure  thus  admitted  to 
be  unnecessary,  had  not  been  cur¬ 
tailed  before.  The  proposal  bore, 
indeed,  more  the  appearance  of  a 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


486 


hasty  attempt  to  anticipate  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  inquiry  then  instituted, 
than  of  a  spontaneous  and  well- 
digested  plan  of  reformation.  The 
lord  lieutenant  declined,  upon 
such  a  representation,  to  adopt 
these  general  reductions  in  that 
department,  at  a  time  when  a 
more  mature  scheme  of  retrench¬ 
ment  and  improvement  was  under 
consideration. 

It  will  not  escape  the  attention 
of  your  lordships,  that  the  large 
diminutions  of  establishment  con¬ 
templated  in  all  these  plans  were 
deemed  practicable  consistently 
with  a  continuance  of  the  separate 
management  by  which  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  Irish  revenue  has 
hitherto  been  controlled.  By  the 
substitution  of  a  system  under 
which  the  whole  management  of 
this  revenue  shall  be  incorporated 
with  that  of  Great  Britain,  we  are 
satisfied  that  a  much  more  exten¬ 
sive  field  for  retrenchment  will 
present  itself.  The  saving  which 
may  ultimately  be  effected  depends 
so  much  upon  the  degree  in  which 
our  propositions  relating  both  to 
the  commercial  intercourse  and 
the  revenue  system  of  the  two 
countries  may  be  adopted,  that  it 
would  be  premature  at  present  to 
enter  into  details  with  a  view  of 
attempting,  even  by  an  estimate, 
to  exhibit  an  approximation  to  it. 
But  when  we  state  that,  according 
to  the  opinions  of  the  persons 
most  competent  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  subject,  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Customs  establish¬ 
ment  employed  on  account  of  the 
union  and  countervailing  duties, 
which  we  shall  propose  to  abolish 
or  to  simplify,  is  not  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  entire  department  now 
maintained  in  Ireland,  it  may  be 
allowed  us  to  anticipate  from  these 
alterations,  in  conjunction  with 


the  union  of  the  boards,  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  expenses  bearing  a  very 
great  proportion  to  the  whole  of 
the  existing  charges  of  manage¬ 
ment. 

The  disproportionate  scale  of 
expense,  although  it  could  not  be 
wholly  justified,  would  be  in 
some  degree  compensated  for,  if  it 
appeared  that  the  establishments 
so  constructed  had  the  practical 
effect  of  producing  a  revenue  col¬ 
lected  to  its  fullest  amount,  by  a 
rigid  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  crown  on  the  one  hand,  and  on 
the  other  with  a  due  consideration 
for  the  convenience  of  the  subject. 
But  such  compensating  advantages 
are  not  to  be  found  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Irish  revenue. 
The  existence  of  great  deficiencies 
in  point  of  conduct  and  practice, 
and  the  consequent  injurious  effects 
on  the  interests  both  of  the  crown 
and  the  subject,  is  abundantly 
established  by  the  evidence  of  the 
British  officers  who  examined  in 
detail  the  systems  of  the  Irish 
departments,  and  by  the  testimony 
of  various  merchants,  tradesmen, 
and  revenue  officers,  who  have 
been  examined  by  us. 

With  respect  to  the  Customs, 
the  existence  of  these  general  ir¬ 
regularities  among  the  officers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  receipt  and  delivery 
of  the  imports  and  exports,  renders 
it  but  too  probable  that  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  crown  must  be  in¬ 
jured  by  the  imperfect  collection 
of  the  duties.  But  the  proof  of 
actual  defalcation  arising  from  that 
cause  is  from  the  nature  of  those 
duties  not  to  be  obtained  in  the 
same  manner  as  with  respect  to 
the  Excise  department.  It  cannot, 
however,  but  be  presumed,  that 
the  laxity  on  the  part  of  the 
Custom-house  officers,  which  pro¬ 
duces  so  much  inconvenience  to 
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the  subject,  must  occasion  loss  to 
the  crown  also. 

Several  of  the  witnesses  who 
have  given  evidence  relating  to  this 
department  have  spoken  in  the 
strongest  and  most  unequivocal 
terms  of  the  great  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  British  and  an  Irish  port; 
in  respect  to  the  facility  and  des¬ 
patch  with  which  its  duties  are 
conducted  ;  and  they  have  in  some 
instances  declared;  that  a  few 
hours  are  found  sufficient  by  the 
officers  of  the  Customs  at  Liver¬ 
pool  for  the  completion  of  the 
same  quantity  of  business  that  re¬ 
quired  a  sacrifice  of  several  days  in 
the  corresponding  departments  of 
Dublin.  It  is  superfluous  to  ob¬ 
serve;  that  unnecessary  delays  and 
impediments  to  the  transactions  of 
commerce  are  heavy  additions  to 
the  unavoidable  burthen  of  taxa¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  public  look  for  the 
removal  of  them  with  a  very 
natural  and  very  just  anxiety. 

In  the  collection  of  the  duties 
managed  by  the  Excise,  the  com¬ 
parison  with  Great  Britain  is  even 
much  more  unfavourable  to  the 
revenue  system  in  Ireland;  the 
establishments  belonging  to  this 
department  being  at  present  in  a 
most  unsatisfactory  condition.  In 
corroboration  of  this  statement; 
and  with  a  view  to  offer  the  means 
of  pursuing  this  subject  more  into 
detail  than  could  well  be  done  in 
the  body  of  our  report;  we  have  in 
our  appendix  subjoined  the  follow¬ 
ing  documents;  which  will  be 
found  to  contain  very  ample  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  several  points  con¬ 
nected  with  this  branch  of  our  in¬ 
quiry  : — 

1st.  Copies  of  the  regulations 
tinder  which  the  several  duties  of 
Excise  are  charged  in  England  and 
Ireland  respectively. 

:2nd.  A  letter  addressed  to  this 


commission  by  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Excise  in  Dublin;  on  the 
subject  of  the  differences  between 
them. 

3rd.  The  examinations  taken 
before  us  of  the  several  practical 
officers  who  were  sent  from  Eng¬ 
land  for  the  purpose  of  surveying 
and  reporting  upon  the  actual  state 
of  the  collection  of  these  duties  in 
Ireland;  under  the  existing  regula¬ 
tions. 

4th,  The  examination  of  a  com¬ 
missioner  of  Excise  in  Ireland, 
lately  employed  on  a  survey  of  his 
department. 

The  proofs  which  are  afforded 
by  these  documents,  together  with 
the  report  of  colonel  Doyle  and 
Mr.  Carr,  which  we  have  already 
referred  to,  concerning  the  defec¬ 
tive  state  of  this  department  in 
general,  are  irresistible;  the  general 
result  may  best  be  illustrated  by  a 
brief  notice  of  the  collection  of  the 
duty  on  Irish-made  spirits,  which 
as  your  lordships  are  aware,  is  the 
most  considerable  of  those  which 
are  collected  by  the  Excise. 

The  manufacturers  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  as  well  as  of  several  others 
subject  to  Excise  duty  in  Ire¬ 
land,  are  by  law  chargeable  with 
duty  in  another  form:  1st,  by  an 
assessment  at  a  certain  rate  upon 
the  quantity  of  the  article  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  produced,  according  to 
the  capacity  of  the  utensils  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  manufacture ;  and, 
secondly,  by  a  charge  of  duty  upon 
the  quantity  really  produced, 
which  certain  officers  are  appointed 
to  ascertain  by  actual  survey.  The 
former  mode  of  assessment  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  license,  and  the 
amount  of  duty  thereby  fixed  is 
charged  as  the  minimum  which 
each  distiller  is  liable  to  pay.  The 
operation  of  the  survey  would  pro-^ 
duce  the  difference  of  duty  be- 
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tween  that  minimum  and  a  charge 
upon  the  actual  produce,  if  the 
officers  of  Excise  performed  their 
duty.  In  order,  however,  to 
enable  your  lordships  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  the  service  performed 
by  the  officers  to  whom  the  col- 
lection  of  this  duty  is  committed, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  assist  in 
forming  an  estimate  of  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  department,  it 
may  be  sufficient  to  call  your  at¬ 
tention  to  the  ascertained  fact, 
that  it  is  a  case  of  rare  occurrence 
that  any  spirit  duty  is  brought  to 
account  beyond  that  which  is 
charged  upon  the  capacity  of  the 
still,  whilst  it  is  notorious  that 
such  licensed  quantity  is  so  much 
below  what  really  can  be  pro¬ 
duced,  that  some  of  the  distillers 
have,  for  reasons  which  it  is  now 
unnecessary  to  refer  to,  petitioned 
the  board  of  Excise  to  have  the 
charge  increased  by  one-fifth.  It 
is  indeed  a  subject  of  general  noto¬ 
riety  that  an  excess  cf  more  than 
that  amount  is  usually  manu¬ 
factured,  and  finds  its  way  into 
consumption  without  payment  of 
any  duty.  The  existence  of  this 
practice  has  been  long  known  to 
the  whole  department  of  Excise ; 
and  although  it  could  only  pre¬ 
vail  through  the  neglect  or  corrupt 
connivance  of  its  officers,  we  find 
no  trace  of  any  measures  for 
the  correction  of  so  extensive  an 
evil. 

The  loss  of  revenue  occasioned 
by  a  system  of  management  so  de¬ 
fective,  is  far  from  being  the  only 
evil  to  which  it  gives  rise.  Con¬ 
sequences  of  a  very  injurious 
nature  must  also  be  produced,  from 
the  obstacles  thereby  created  to  a 
free  intercourse  in  the  spirit  trade 
between  the  two  countries,  which 
cannot,  while  the  revenue  is  so 


imperfectly  collected  in  Ireland, 
be  carried  on  without  ruinous  in¬ 
justice  to  the  English  and  Scotch 
distillers. 

It  will  be  our  duty  to  address 
a  distinct  communication  to  your 
lordships,  in  consequence  of  the 
reference  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  of  the  whole 
of  this  extensive  and  complicated 
subject.  We  shall  here,  therefor®, 
only  state  what  appears  to  be 
necessary  to  illustrate  our  last  ob¬ 
servation,  leaving  entirely  out  of 
our  consideration  the  particular 
subjects  of  difference  between  the 
distillers  of  the  two  countries, 
which  are  now  in  a  course  of  liti¬ 
gation  with  a  view  to  a  legal  deci¬ 
sion  upon  them.  The  Irish  dis¬ 
tiller  has  the  privilege  of  ware¬ 
housing  the  spirits  which  he 
manufactures,  and  of  transferring 
such  part  of  them  as  he  thinks 
proper  at  any  time  to  England, 
where  he  pays  the  British  duty  on 
importing  them  for  consumption. 

Thus  far,  therefore,  he  meets 
the  British  manufacturer  on  equal 
terms ;  for  we  may  suppose  that 
the  expenses  of  freight,  &c.,  to 
which  he  is  liable,  are  compensated 
by  the  privilege  enjoyed  by  him., 
and  not  by  the  English  manufac¬ 
turer,  of  warehousing  the  spirits 
without  the  payment  of  the  duty, 
until  they  pass  into  the  hands  of 
the  consumer.  But  from  the  faci¬ 
lities  which  are  allowed  to  him,  as 
we  have  described,  in  the  disposal, 
of  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
spirit  which  he  can  produce  with¬ 
out  the  payment  of  any  duty  in 
Ireland,  it  is  evident  he  possesses 
an  advantage  which  must  soon 
give  him  a  decided  and  prepon¬ 
derating  superiority  over  his  Eng¬ 
lish  rival,  and  such  as  must  infalli¬ 
bly,  if  it  he  allowed  to  continue. 
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for  any  length  of  time,  prove  as 
injurious  to  the  distiller  in  Eng¬ 
land,  as  it  is  to  the  revenue  in  Ire¬ 
land? 

If  upon  every  thousand  gallons 
of  spirits  produced  by  the  Irish 
distiller  he  is  charged  with  a  duty 
on  750  gallons  only  (which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  majority  of  the 
opinions  which  we  have  received 
upon  the  subject,  appears  to  be 
the  fact),  leaving  him  at  liberty  to 
dispose  clandestinely  of  the  re¬ 
maining  250  gallons  free  of  duty, 
there  will  be  a  benefit  to  him  upon 
the  sale  of  that  quantity  beyond 
the  fair  and  ordinary  profits  of  his 
manufacture,  corresponding  in 
some  degree  with  the  amount  of 
the  duty  which  he  has  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  evade*  We  say  in  some 
degree  corresponding,  because  we 
are  aware  that  in  such  transactions 
the  dealer  does  not  usually  gain 
the  whole  of  the  duty  which  is 
lost  to  the  revenue,  being  obliged 
to  divide  it  according  to  circum¬ 
stances  with  the  consumer.  But, 
whatever  the  actual  profit  upon 
each  transaction  may  be,  it  affords 
on  the  whole  a  positive  advantage 
to  the  Irish  distiller,  and  enables 
him,  pro  tanto ,  to  undersell  the 
English  manufacturer  in  his  own 
market,  in  the  disposal  of  the  750 
gallons  which  are  charged  with 
duty. 

It  therefore  becomes  the  interest 
of  the  Irish  distiller  to  transfer  to 
England  all  the  spirits  upon  which 
he  is  compelled  to  pay  duty,  and 
to  reserve  for  Ireland  that  portion 
which  he  can  make  duty  free — a 
proceeding  which,  as  we  have  ob¬ 
served  before,  must  operate  at  the 
same  time  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the 
English  distiller,  and  the  decrease 
of  the  Irish  revenue. 

With  respect  to  the  Scotch  dis¬ 


tiller,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  oh* 
serve,  that  in  his  case  the  duty  on 
spirits  is  charged  and  levied  in  a 
manner  differing  considerably  from 
the  methods  pursued  either  in 
England  or  in  Ireland,  and  that 
the  manufacturer  is  so  situated, 
that  if  the  free  intercourse  in 
spirits  were  allowed  between  Scot* 
land  and  Ireland,  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  not  be  able,  supposing  the 
revenue  should  be  collected  as  at 
present,  to  endure  the  competition  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  his 
claim  to  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing  with  Ireland  in  respect  to 
the  intercourse  with  England  were 
conceded  to  him,  he  also  might  (if 
the  best  opinion  which  we  have 
yet  received  on  the  subject  be 
correct)  have  advantages  over  the 
English  distiller  too  great  to  allow 
the  rivalry  to  be  of  long  continu¬ 
ance. 

We  can  ourselves  conceive  no 
permanent  or  effectual  method  of 
preserving  the  United  Kingdom 
from  grievances  of  this  nature> 
without  the  establishment  of  one 
uniform  and  regular  system  of 
revenue  collection,  under  one 
management  and  authority.  It 
appears  to  us,  that  it  is  not  by  an 
alteration  of  the  law,  or  of  the  re¬ 
gulations  for  collecting  the  spirit 
duty  in  any  of  the  three  countries, 
that  a  remedy  for  such  evils  could 
with  certainty  be  provided ;  for, 
even  supposing  the  law  to  be  mad£ 
uniform  (which  local  circumstances 
may  perhaps  not  admit  of),  and 
the  regulations  prescribed  for  col¬ 
lecting  the  duties  to  be  literally 
the  same,  the  injurious  effects  to 
which  we  have  adverted  might 
still  exist  in  their  full  extent,  if 
the  different  boards  were  at  liberty 
to  enforce  that  law,  and  execute 
those  regulations,  with  as  much 
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diversity  in  practice  as  they  are 
at  present  in  the  habit  of  doing. 
On  the  other  hand,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  continued  existence  of  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  laws  and  regula¬ 
tions  for  collecting  those  duties,  the 
intercourse  between  the  three 
countries  might  be  conducted  with 
fairness  and  facility  to  all  parties 
under  a  well-arranged  system  of 
countervailing  duties,  provided 
those  laws  and  regulations  were 
administered  by  the  same  autho¬ 
rity,  and  enforced  with  equal 
strictness  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. 

These  arguments  apply  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  to  every 
commodity  liable  to  the  duty  of 
Excise  in  both  countries,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
And  in  any  instance  in  which  the 
duty  collected  differs  in  either 
country  from  that  which  is  nomi¬ 
nally  imposed,  it  must  prove  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  trader  in  one  country, 
and  to  the  revenue  in  the  other. 

That  the  laxity  which  we  have 
alluded  to  as  prevailing  in  the 
collection  of  the  duty  on  spirits, 
prevails  also  with  regard  to  the 
collection  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  other  duties  of  Excise  in  Ire¬ 
land,  sufficient  proof  may  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  examinations  and 
reports  of  the  commissioners  and 
practical  officers  sent  from  Eng¬ 
land.  In  the  evidence  of  the 
latter,  there  is  a  general  concur¬ 
rence  in  declaring  that  not  one  of 
the  duties  which  came  under  their 
examination,  in  the  course  of  the 
extensive  inspection  with  which 
i  they  were  charged,  appeared  to  be 
:  duly  collected  in  Ireland.  This 
opinion  is  confirmed  and  corrobo- 
i  rated  in  a  considerable  degree  by 
!  the  testimony  already  referred  to, 

'  of  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
;  Irish  board  of  Excise,  who  has 


lately  returned  from  an  inspectioii 
of  the  south-eastern  districts  of 
that  country.  This  gentleman  ex¬ 
presses  in  the  strongest  terms,  hik 
belief  of  a  very  general  state  of 
corruption  in  the  several  classes  of 
the  Excise  department  below  the 
inspectors,  and  he  speaks  very 
doubtfully  even  of  those  officers. 
Our  own  observation  and  inqui¬ 
ries  decidedly  lead  us  to  the  same 
conclusion ;  and  we  are  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  that  all  those  duties,  the 
collection  of  which  depends  upon 
the  vigilance  and  integrity  of  the 
officers  employed,  are  most  imper¬ 
fectly  brought  to  account. 

The  causes  of  this  defective  ad¬ 
ministration,  are  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  pointed  out  in  the  report 
submitted  by  colonel  Doyle  and 
Mr.  Carr  to  the  lord-lieutenant, 
and  in  their  evidence  before  us. 
In  both  of  these,  a  want  of  syste¬ 
matic  arrangement  and  discipline 
in  the  Irish  Excise  department,  is 
described  as  prevailing  to  such  a 
degree,  as  must  preclude  all  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  faithful  and  efficient 
collection  of  that  revenue. 

A  further  evil  consequence,  and 
one  of  a  very  pernicious  character, 
attributable  to  this  state  of  ma¬ 
nagement,  arises  from  the  inequa¬ 
lity  of  the  pressure  thereby  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  honest  and  dishonest 
trader,  which  is  so  much  felt,  that 
many  who  might  not  be  tempted 
by  the  spirit  of  gain,  are  too  fre¬ 
quently  driven  by  the  apprehension 
of  ruin,  to  adopt  those  fraudulent 
practices  which  can  alone  place 
them  on  a  level  with  their  compe¬ 
titors.  Thus  the  collection  of  the 
public  income  becomes  a  fertile 
source  of  corruption,  creating  and 
maintaining  a  fraudulent  con¬ 
nexion  between  trader  and  officer, 
prejudicial  alike  to  the  exertions  of 
a  fair  spirit  of  industry,  and  to  the 
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due  collection  of  the  just  revenue 
of  the  state. 

In  the  department  of  the  as¬ 
sessed  taxes  in  Ireland.,  the  estab¬ 
lishments  for  the  management  of 
which  we  were  led  to  examine 
more  minutely,  on  account  of  a 
subject  of  special  inquiry  referred 
to  us  by  the  lord-lieutenant,  we 
have  not  found  the  proofs  of  a 
more  successful  system  of  admi¬ 
nistration.  A  considerable  change 
in  the  constitution  and  regulations 
of  this  department,  took  place 
under  the  direction  of  your  lord- 
ships  and  the  Irish  government,  in 
1817*  Some  material  improve¬ 
ments  were  then  introduced  into  a 
system,  which,  as  it  before  existed, 
was  vicious  in  principle,  and  cor¬ 
rupt  in  practice,  to  a  very  high 
degree.  We  shall  abstain  from 
offering  such  observations  and  sug¬ 
gestions  as  have  occurred  to  us 
upon  these  alterations,  and  also 
upon  what  remains  to  be  done,  in 
order  to  place  this  department 
upon  a  proper  footing,  until  the 
measures  now  in  progress  through 
parliament,  for  relieving  Ireland 
from  a  large  proportion  of  the  as¬ 
sessed  taxes,  shall  have  been  com¬ 
pleted.  We  shall  then  be  enabled 
to  submit  an  opinion  as  to  the  most 
economical  mode  of  collecting  such 
part  of  those  taxes  as  may  still  re¬ 
main  unrepealed,  or  perhaps  to 
suggest  the  expediency  of  com¬ 
muting,  for  some  increase  of  in¬ 
direct  taxation  a  branch  of  revenue 
in  Ireland,  which  will  then  yield 
so  inconsiderable  a  produce  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  extent  of  the  estab¬ 
lishment  which  must  be  maintained 
for  managing  it ;  in  the  mean  time 
we  avail  ourselves  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  state,  that  in  offering  any 
advice  upon  that  subject,  we  shall 
be  chiefly  guided  by  a  principle 
which  we  deem  of  great  import¬ 


ance,  and  never  to  be  lost  sight  of 
in  the  present  relative  situation  of 
Ireland  and  GreatBritain — that  any 
inequality  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  general  weight  of  public 
burthens,  arising  out  of  the  different 
rates  of  taxation,  so  long  as  any  such 
must  remain  (and  we  are  far  from 
thinking  that  the  pressure  upon 
Ireland  should  be  increased  at  this 
time  by  an  attempt  to  equalize 
them),  ought  to  be  confined  as 
much  as  possible  to  those  branches 
of  the  revenue  which  do  not  apply 
to  subjects  of  commercial  exchange. 
If  the  exemption  to  be  given  to 
Ireland,  in  apportioning  her  share 
of  the  common  burthens,  could  be 
confined  to  such  revenues,  it  would 
not  only  obviate  the  inconvenience 
and  embarrassment  which  now 
perplex  the  intercourse  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  under 
a  system  of  countervailing  duties, 
but  would  also  have  a  beneficial 
tendency,  by  operating  as  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  residence  on  the  part 
of  the  opulent  proprietors,  more 
direct  and  forcible  than  that  which 
is  afforded  by  a  difference  in  the 
taxation  upon  articles  of  consump¬ 
tion  only. 

As  the  remarks  which  we  have 
thus  felt  it  our  duty  to  submit 
upon  the  present  state  of  the  several 
revenue  departments  in  Ireland, 
may  possibly  be  considered  as  in¬ 
tended  to  imply  censure  upon  the 
individuals  composing  the  boards 
which  preside  over  them,  we  are 
anxious  to  guard  against  such  an 
inference,  and  distinctly  to  dis¬ 
claim  any  such  intention.  Our 
observations  on  this  subject  are 
directed,  not  to  the  conduct  of  in¬ 
dividuals  filling  the  superior  offices 
of  these  departments,  but  to  the 
system  and  to  practices  of  long 
standing,  the  evils  of  which  are  in 
a  great  measure  to  be  attributed  to 
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causes  which  cannot  fairly  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  within  their  control. 
We  are  also  bound  to  state,  in  jus¬ 
tice  towards  them,  that  in  many 
of  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
boards  in  Ireland,  there  is  an  evi¬ 
dent  tendency  to  improvement. 
But  without  greater  changes  than 
they  have  power  to  accomplish, 
such  improvements  can  only  be 
partial  and  temporary.  The  lead¬ 
ing  cause  of  the  evil  is  stated  to 
consist  in  the  existing  mode  of 
appointment  of  officers  in  the 
dilferent  departments  of  the  re¬ 
venue. 

Under  a  system  which  has  long 
prevailed  in  Ireland,  these  appoint¬ 
ments  appear  to  have  been  made 
with  too  little  of  that  consideration 
for  the  immediate  interests  of  the 
revenue,  which  would  require  that 
individuals  should  be  selected  to  fill 
the  higher  situations  on  the  ground 
of  meritorious  service  alone.  Those 
situations  have  for  the  most  part 
been  occupied  by  persons  unfitted 
by  experience,  by  their  previous 
habits,  or  by  the  nature  of  their 
education,  to  discharge  the  duties 
for  which  they  have  received  their 
emoluments ;  and  the  general  in¬ 
efficiency  of  the  departments,  pro¬ 
ductive  of  so  much  evil,  has  been 
the  unavoidable  consequence. 

The  power  of  appointing  the 
executive  officers,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  several  boards  of 
revenue  in  Ireland,  is  ostensibly 
vested  in  the  commissioners,  either 
!  by  law  or  by  the  patents  whereby 
:  they  are  constituted.  The  instru- 
i  ments  of  appointment  accordingly 
i  proceed  from  them ;  but  the  se- 
1  lection  of  the  persons  to  be  ap- 
;  pointed  has  been  exclusively  made 
;  by  the  government,  whose  direc- 
I  tions,  in  that  respect,  the  commis¬ 
sioners  are  accustomed  to  obey. 
'  This  proceeding  applies  equally  to 


offices  of  the  highest  and  the 
lowest  classes,  and  is  not  in  prac¬ 
tice  limited  with  respect  to  the 
former  by  any  strict  rules  of  pro¬ 
motion.  There  exists,  indeed,  a 
regulation,  which  shows  by  the 
manner  and  date  of  its  origin,  how 
much  and  how  long  ago,  the  want 
of  such  a  restriction  was  felt,  and 
which  also  proves,  by  its  total  in¬ 
efficacy  with  respect  to  the  higher 
offices,  how  deeply  rooted  was  the 
evil  which  it  was  intended  to  cor¬ 
rect.  The  Irish  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  in  a  resolution  passed  the 
7th  of  April,  1784,  declared- — « 

“  That  it  would  tend  to  encou¬ 
rage  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty 
in  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  if 
certain  offices  should  be  tilled  up 
only  by  persons  who  have  gone 
through  certain  inferior  depart¬ 
ments — -surveyors  of  the  ports  out 
of  land  waiters  ;  surveyors-general 
out  of  the  surveyors  of  the 
Customs  or  Excise ;  collectors  out 
of  deserving  officers,  who  have 
before  manifested  their  knowledge 
and  zeal  in  some  department  of 
the  revenue.” 

What  effect  might  have  been 
produced  by  this  resolution  imme¬ 
diately  after  it  was  passed,  with 
respect  to  the  office  of  collector,  we 
do  not  know ;  but  we  find  that  the 
mode  of  evading  it  now  in  use  is 
of  long  standing,  probably  very 
nearly  as  old,  as  the  resolution 
itself.  This  consists  in  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  individual  in¬ 
tended  for  the  superior  situation  to 
an  inferior  office  pro  forma,  and  by 
way  of  qualification  only.  A  person, 
for  instance,  who  is  destined  to  a 
collectorship  of  Excise,  and  who 
is  generally  selected  from  any  class 
of  life  rather  than  the  Excise  de¬ 
partment,  is  usually  made  a  clerk 
in  the  Strong  Water  Permit  Office, 
and  is  then  designated  as  such  in 
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the  instrument  which  makes  him 
collector.  The  latest  instance  of 
an  appointment  of  this  kind  ex¬ 
hibits  precisely  that  process.  And 
it  is  a  curious  fact,  that  there  re¬ 
mains  in  the  practice  of  these  de¬ 
partments,  with  respect  to  the  col- 
lectorship,  no  other  vestige  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons  than  this  method  of 
evading  it.  For  appointments  to 
the  other  offices  mentioned  in  the 
resolution,  it  has  been  too  much 
the  practice  to  create  qualifications 
in  a  manner  similar,*  and  when 
officers  who  have  really  served  in 
the  departments  are  promoted  from 
lower  to  higher  stations,  we  do  not 
find  that  the  selections  have  been 
generally  made  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  persons  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the 
parties,  or  of  their  pretensions  on 
the  ground  of  service.  Where 
there  is  no  strict  rule  or  definite 
mode  prescribed  for  confining  the 
promotion  to  that  principle,  it  na¬ 
turally  and  almost  unavoidably 
becomes  the  subject  of  interests 
and  considerations  foreign  to  those 
of  the  revenue  service ;  and  the 
higher  ranks  may  be  as  inefficiently 
filled  by  selections  so  made,  as  by 
the  introduction  of  persons  en¬ 
tirely  new  to  the  department. 

That  the  offices  of  the  revenue 
should,  under  such  a  system,  be 
generally  occupied  by  persons  well 
qualified  to  discharge  their  duties, 
is  certainly  not  to  be  hoped  for ; 
nor  would  it  be  more  reasonable  to 
expect  that,  without  being  so  oc¬ 
cupied,  the  service  for  which  they 
are  established  could  be  satisfacto¬ 
rily  and  economically  performed. 
The  persons  employed  in  the  two 
branches  of  the  revenue  now  under 
our  consideration  are  necessarily  a 
numerous  body,  and  much  dis¬ 
persed,  exposed  to  great  tempta¬ 


tions,  and  so  much  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  immediate  superintendence 
of  the  highest  authorities  over 
them,  that  a  well-regulated  system 
of  subordination,  complete  and 
connected  in  all  its  parts,  can  alone 
ensure  the  activity  and  integrity 
of  each  individual.  The  chief  re¬ 
quisite  in  such  a  system  is,  that 
the  superior  officers  should  have 
a  thorough  knowledge,  derived 
from  practical  experience,  of  the 
duties  of  those  under  their  control ; 
without  which  they  must  rather 
depend  upon  their  inferiors  for  as¬ 
sistance,  than  be  enabled  to  super¬ 
intend  and  check  their  conduct. 
But  this  competency  in  the  supe¬ 
rior  officers,  without  a  strict  exclu¬ 
sion  of  persons  who  are  strangers 
to  the  department  from  the  higher 
appointments  under  the  board,  and 
without  a  well-regulated  scheme 
of  promotion  in  all  the  others,  is 
obviously  unattainable. 

It  is,  however,  our  duty  here  to 
state,  that  many  officers  who  have 
become  valuable  acquisitions  to  the 
respective  departments,  have  been 
appointed  to  the  higher  situations 
in  the  Customs  and  Excise  in  Ire¬ 
land,  although  their  appointments 
have  taken  place  in  the  manner 
we  have  already  described.  But 
even  if  the  fullest  security  could 
be  obtained  for  the  constant  exer¬ 
cise  of  such  a  discrimination  on  the 
part  of  the  government ;  and  if  all 
the  officers  appointed  could  be 
equally  well  chosen,  the  objections 
to  the  practice  would  still,  in  our 
judgment,  be  insurmountable. 

The  want  of  a  due  system  of 
promotion  (having  reference  only 
to  experience  or  merit)  in  such  de¬ 
partments,  operates  very  injuri¬ 
ously  in  two  ways.  In  the  first 
place,  by  filling  the  higher  situa¬ 
tions  with  persons  alike  unqualified 
to  execute  their  own  duties,  and 


to  superintend  those  of  the  officers 
under  them ;  and  in  the  next,  by 
taking  from  those  who  occupy  the 
lower,  the  strongest  and  most 
effective  incitement  to  activity  and 
good  conduct  —  the  prospect  of 
future  advancement.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  inferior  officers 
can  neither  be  encouraged  by  the 
hope  of  reward,  nor  compelled  by 
vigilant  superintendance  to  perform 
their  duties  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability.  The  natural  consequence 
is,  in  Ireland,  what  it  would  be 
every  where— a  state  of  things 
such  as  we  have  described. 

In  the  English  Excise  depart¬ 
ment,  the  regulations  for  promo¬ 
tion  of  officers  are  eminently  cal¬ 
culated  to  ensure  a  succession  of 
active  and  faithful  servants ;  and 
these  regulations  being  strictly 
acted  upon,  the  most  beneficial  re¬ 
sults  are  exhibited,  in  the  superior 
efficiency  and  more  economical 
management  of  that  department. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  while 
there  exists  a  power  of  introducing 
persons  into  the  higher  offices  of  a 
revenue  establishment,  who  have 
not  acquired  experience  in  its 
lower  stations,  there  will  be  a 
difficulty  in  resisting  the  effect  of 
influence  in  the  appointments,  and 
a  tendency  to  render  these  offices 
more  suited,  in  point  of  emolu¬ 
ment,  to  persons  of  superior  edu¬ 
cation  and  habits  of  life — habits 
often  ill-adapted  to  the  laborious 
attention  required  in  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  duties  annexed  to  these 
situations.  It  will  accordingly  be 
found,  as  we  have  before  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  principal  officers 
of  the  Excise  in  England,  are  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  duty  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  their  offices,  at  rates 
considerably  lower  than  officers  of 
a  similar  rank  and  description  in 
the  revenue  departments  of  Ire¬ 


land  ;  and  it  seems  to  be  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  principle  to  which  we 
are  adverting,  that  a  similar  dis¬ 
tinction  exists  between  the  higher 
officers  of  the  Excise,  and  those  of 
the  Customs  in  England,  in  which 
last-mentioned  department,  previ¬ 
ously  to  the  recent  revision  of  it 
by  the  commissioners  especially 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  the 
selection  of  persons  to  fill  the 
higher  offices  under  the  board,  was 
not  so  restricted  as  to  be  made  ex¬ 
clusively  from  those  who  had  ac¬ 
quired  experience  in  the  lower, 
or  had  been  recommended  to  them 
by  their  official  services. 

In  suggesting  a  remedy  for  that 
defect  in  the  English  Customs,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  well-regu¬ 
lated  system  of  promotion,  the 
commissioners  of  inquiry  appear 
to  concur  with  us  in  our  opinion 
of  the  essential  importance  of  such 
a  system  to  the  effective  and  eco¬ 
nomical  management  of  the  re¬ 
venue  ;  while  the  readiness  with 
which  those  suggestions  have  been 
adopted  by  your  lordships,  and 
with  which  you  have  transferred 
from  yourselves  the  unrestricted 
power  of  selecting  officers  for  the 
superior  situations  in  the  Customs, 
affords  a  conclusive  confirmation  of 
the  soundness  of  that  opinion. 

The  effect  of  the  incorporation 
of  the  boards  would  be  to  extend 
these  wholesome  regulations  to 
Ireland,  together  with  all  the 
rules  and  provisions  by  which 
both  the  Customs  and  Excise  are 
now  governed  in  England. 

Before,  however,  a  measure  in¬ 
volving  so  extensive  a  change  is 
determined  upon,  it  may  naturally 
be  an  object  of  inquiry,  whether 
the  improvements  in  point  of  eco¬ 
nomy,  efficiency,  and  uniformity, 
intended  to  be  produced  by  that 
incorporation,  may  not  be  attain- 
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able  by  merely  reducing  the 
number  of  commissioners  in  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  boards,  by  dimi¬ 
nishing  the  scale  of  the  establish¬ 
ments  in  Ireland,  and  by  sub¬ 
jecting  them  strictly  to  one  com¬ 
mon  code  of  regulations,  framed 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury, 
and  maintained  by  its  constantly 
superintending  authority.  We 
have  fully  considered  this  alterna¬ 
tive;  and  we  are  satisfied,  that 
■while  it  would  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
be  less  difficult  of  execution,  its 
advantages  would  fall  very  far  short 
of  those  which  a  complete  incor¬ 
poration  is  calculated  to  produce. 
We  conceive  that  your  lordships’ 
board  is  rather  constituted  to  ad¬ 
minister  a  general  authority  over 
the  revenue  service,  than  calcu¬ 
lated  to  superintend  the  details  of 
it  in  their  execution ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  that  if  you  were  to  continue 
to  govern  the  boards  in  Ireland 
and  Scotland  as  distinct  establish¬ 
ments,  by  your  own  immediate 
directions,  you  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  placing  so  much  reli¬ 
ance  upon  them,  and  of  leaving  so 
much  to  their  discretion  in  matters 
relating  to  the  practical  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  departments,  that 
there  would  be  no  security  for  con¬ 
tinued  uniformity  between  them, 
and  not  a  little  danger  (upon  the 
grounds  which  we  have  already 
stated)  of  a  gradual  recurrence  of 
unnecessary  expense.  General 
regulations,  however  carefully 
framed,  and  strictly  prescribed,  are 
liable,  in  the  hands  of  separate  au¬ 
thorities,  to  be  administered  with 
differences  of  construction  and  ap¬ 
plication  ;  which,  although  incon¬ 
siderable  at  first,  insensibly  lead 
to  important  variations.  We  feel 
confident,  therefore,  that  the  uni¬ 
formity  contemplated  by  parlia¬ 
ment  cannot  be  secured  perma¬ 


nently,  by  merely  introducing  new 
regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  existing  establishments ;  and 
that  while  they  continue  inde¬ 
pendent  of  each  other,  the 
management  of  the  revenue  can 
neither  be  reduced  to  the  most 
economical  scale  of  which  it  is 
susceptible,  nor  be  effectually  se¬ 
cured  against  the  disposition  to 
recur  to  superfluous  expenditure. 

If  these  views  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  a  complete  uniformity,  and 
the  impracticability  of  preserving 
it  otherwise  than  by  an  undivided 
authority  in  the  management  of 
each  branch  of  the  revenue,  be 
correct,  it  must  be  evident  they 
will  be  applicable  to  the  two  sepa¬ 
rate  boards  which  exist  in  Scotland 
also,  and  that  the  general  plan  of 
incorporation  will  not  be  complete 
unless  those  boards  are  likewise 
embraced  in  it. 

The  extension  of  the  powers 
and  duties  of  this  commission  to 
the  revenue  departments  of  Scot¬ 
land  has  taken  place  too  recently 
to  admit  of  our  having  yet  inquired 
fully  into  the  details  of  their 
establishments,  or  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  inspecting  them 
personally.  We  have,  however, 
derived  such  information  respect¬ 
ing  the  general  management  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise,  the  only 
branches  of  the  revenue  in  Scot¬ 
land  administered  by  separate 
boards,  from  the  papers  annexed 
to  the  reports  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  for  inquiring  into  the 
Customs  and  Excise  of  England, 
and  from  the  personal  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Excise 
in  Scotland,  that  we  feel  fully 
warranted  in  making  it  a  part  of 
cur  general  recommendation,  that 
the  boards  of  Scotland  should  be 
united  in  one  commission  with 
those  of  England  and  Ireland. 
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Such  an  union,  with  respect  to  the 
Customs  in  Scotland,  appears  to 
have  been  contemplated  by  the 
commissioners  to  whom  we  have 
alluded,  from  the  passage  which 
forms  the  conclusion  of  their  re¬ 
port  upon  that  department. 

Before  we  proceed  to  explain 
the  plan  by  which  we  are  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  commissioners  of 
Customs  and  Excise,  both  of  Scot¬ 
land  and  Ireland,  may  be  com¬ 
bined  with  those  of  England,  it 
may  be  proper  briefly  to  describe 
the  origin  and  constitution  of 
those  boards  in  the  two  countries 
respectively. 

By  the  act  of  the  Union  of 
England  and  Scotland,  the  revenues 
of  the  two  countries  were  incor¬ 
porated,  and  the  same  rates  and 
duties  were  thereafter  made  pay¬ 
able  throughout  the  United  King¬ 
dom,  with  certain  exceptions  par¬ 
ticularly  specified  in  the  act. 

The  English  boards  of  Customs 
and  Excise  were  thereupon  directed 
by  the  treasurer  to  report  what,  in 
their  judgment,  would  be  the 
fittest  mode  of  managing  those  re¬ 
venues  in  Scotland. 

From  their  reports  it  appears, 
that  at  the  period  of  the  Union, 
the  Customs  and  Excise  in  Scot¬ 
land  were  let  to  farm;  and  that 
the  Excise  duties  were  collected 
wholly  by  composition,  although 
establishments  for  charging  them 
by  survey  and  gauge  existed  at 
Edinburgh  and  at  other  principal 
towns. 

Commissioners  were  thereupon 
appointed  for  the  future  manage¬ 
ment  of  those  duties  in  Scotland, 
the  instructions  for  which  were 
prepared  by  the  boards  in  Eng¬ 
land,  with  a  view  to  establish 
them  upon  the  same  principle  as 
their  own ;  hut  with  powers  to 
continue  the  then  existing  methods 


of  composition  and  farm  in  Scot 
land,  wherever  it  might  be  deemed 
expedient,  so  as  gradually  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  English  system. 

These  commissions  consisted  of 
five  members  for  each  branch  of 
those  revenues.  English  officers 
were  sent  to  Scotland  to  occupy 
the  principal  places  under  the  new 
boards,  and  persons  of  an  inferior 
rank  in  either  department  were 
appointed  to  assist  in  introducing 
the  English  methods  of  collection 
in  Scotland. 

In  the  year  1722,  a  considerable 
change  took  place  in  the  commis¬ 
sion  of  the  Customs,  by  the  incor¬ 
poration  of  the  boards  of  England 
and  Scotland.  An  act  of  parlia¬ 
ment  (9th  George  1st,  cap.  21) 
was  passed,  giving  power  to  the 
king  to  put  the  management  of  the 
Customs  of  England  and  Scotland 
“  under  one  or  several  commis¬ 
sions,  as  his  majesty  might,  from 
time  to  time,  judge  to  be  most  for 
the  advantage  of  trade,  or  the  se¬ 
curity  of  the  revenue  f  and  also, 
“  to  appoint  such  a  number  of  com¬ 
missioners  as  he  might  deem  ne¬ 
cessary.” 

The  English  board  at  that  time, 
consisted  of  seven  members,  at 
salaries  of  1,000/.  a  year  each ; 
and  the  Scotch  boards  of  five  com¬ 
missioners,  at  salaries  of  500/.  a 
year,  including  an  allowance  of 
100/.  for  the  management  of  the 
salt  duties.  The  joint  commission 
appointed  under  the  act  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  composed  of  fourteen 
commissioners,  all  at  a  salary  of 
1 ,000/.  a  year ;  and  it  was  pre¬ 
scribed  to  them  by  the  instructions 
in  their  patent,  that  seven  of  them 
should  have  their  chief  residence 
in  London,  and  five  in  Edinburgh, 
and  that  two  should  be  disposable 
for  attending  the  duty  of  the 
Customs  at  any  of  the  outports. 
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under  the  direction  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury.  They  were,  however,  all 
invested  with  equal  powers  and 
authorities  for  the  management  of 
the  revenue  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Customs  continued  to  be 
thus  governed  by  one  commission 
till  the  year  1742,  when  separate 
boards  were  again  appointed.  The 
English  board  was  then  made  to 
consist  of  nine  commissioners,  at 
1,000/.  a  year  each ;  and  the 
Scotch  board  was  restored  to  its 
original  constitution,  in  respect  to 
the  number  and  salaries  of  the 
commissioners.  No  alteration  has 
since  taken  place,  except  in  the 
augmentation  of  the  salaries. 

In  the  Excise  there  has  been  no 
change  in  the  constitution  and 
powers  of  the  commission  from  the 
Union  to  the  present  period. 

These  proceedings  and  arrange¬ 
ments  appear  to  have  been  directed 
throughout  by  an  intention  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  Scot¬ 
land  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
by  the  same  regulations  as  in 
England.  It  appears  also,  that 
the  Treasury  have  kept  in  view 
the  importance  of  such  an  uni¬ 
formity,  and  have  from  time  to 
time  adopted  measures  for  pre¬ 
serving  it.  It  is  owing  to  that 
disposition,  we  presume,  in  your 
lordships’  board,  that  practical 
officers  from  the  English  estab¬ 
lishment  have  been  introduced  into 
both  the  commissions  in  Scotland. 
But,  notwithstanding  all  these 
precautions  in  the  formation,  and 
during  the  continuance  of  these 
separate  boards,  we  find  by  the 
letters  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Customs  in  Scotland,  annexed  to 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
inquiry  into  the  Customs  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  also  from  the  evidence  of 


the  chairman  of  the  Excise  in 
Scotland,  and  of  the  solicitor  of 
that  department  in  England,  that 
considerable  differences  still  prevail 
between  their  practice  and  that  of 
the  English  boards.  This  affords 
a  strong  proof  of  the  difficulty,  if 
not  the  impossibility,  of  maintain¬ 
ing  a  complete  uniformity  of 
method  throughout  a  system  ad¬ 
ministered  in  different  parts  by 
practical  authorities  independent 
of  each  other. 

In  Ireland  the  boards  were  ori¬ 
ginally  instituted  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  an  act  of  the  14th  and  15  th 
of  Charles  2nd,  by  which  the 
crown  was  empowered  to  appoint 
seven  commissioners  of  Customs, 
and  live  commissioners  of  Excise ; 
two  distinct  boards,  containing 
altogether  twelve  commissioners, 
might  have  been  therefore  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  but  it  appears  that  the 
crown  exercised  the  power  vested 
in  it  to  the  extent  only  of  appoint¬ 
ing  by  one  patent  seven  commis¬ 
sioners  of  Customs,  live  of  whom 
were  by  the  same  instrument  con¬ 
stituted  commissioners  for  manag¬ 
ing  the  Excise  revenue  also. 

The  two  commissioners  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  appointed  in  this  man¬ 
ner  to  the  year  178ff>  when  the 
number  of  commissioners  was  aug¬ 
mented  to  nine.  The  business  of 
the  Customs  and  the  Excise  was 
then  divided,  under  instructions 
from  the  government ;  and  the  re¬ 
spective  boards  were  directed  to  sit 
and  act  separately,  although  still 
partly  composed  of  the  same  mem¬ 
bers. 

Shortly  after  the  Union  (in 
1801)  that  division  of  the  business 
was  made  more  complete  under 
the  directions  from  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  ;  and  in  1807  the  boards 
were  entirely  separated,  by  virtue 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  which 
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gave  a  power  to  the  king  of  ap¬ 
pointing  seven  commissioners  for 
the  management  of  each  revenue. 

Finally,  we  find,  that  after  the 
inquiries  into  these  departments  in 
18 19,  it  was  determined  by  the 
government  to  reduce  the  number 
of  the  commissioners  at  each  board 
to  five,  as  vacancies  should  occur. 
In  pursuance  of  this  determination, 
the  board  of  Customs  now  consists 
of  that  number,  and  the  board  of 
Excise  of  six  commissioners  only. 

These  branches  of  the  revenue 
are  thus  at  present  managed, 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
by  19  and  20  commissioners  re¬ 
spectively. 

Commissioners  Commissioners 
of  Customs.  of  Excise. 

England  .  .  9  .  .  9 

Scotland  .  .  5  .  .  5 

Ireland  .  .  5  .  .  6 

—19  - — 20 

Upon  the  grounds  which  we 
have  already  so  fully  explained, 
we  propose,  that  in  lieu  of  the 
twenty  commissioners  of  Excise, 
and  nineteen  commissioners  of 
Customs  thus  distributed,  two  ge¬ 
neral  commissions,  one  for  each 
branch  of  revenue,  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  management  of 
the  Customs  and  the  Excise  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  under  a  power 
to  be  granted  to  his  majesty  by 
parliament  for  that  purpose. 

That  each  commission  should 
consist  of  thirteen  commissioners, 
having  all  the  powers  now  vested 
in  the  separate  boards  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland,  or  which 
may  otherwise  be  deemed  necessary 
for  managing  these  revenues  re¬ 
spectively,  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. 

That  to  each  of  these  general 
commissions  should  be  joined  four 
local  commissioners,  having  all  the 
powers  requisite  for  acting  in  con- 
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junction  with  any  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  general  board® 
in  Ireland  and  in  Scotland  only. 

That  from  each  of  the  general 
boards  so  constituted,  one  commis-i. 
sioner  at  the  least  should  always 
be  detached,  and  resident  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  one  in  Scotland. 

That  the  same  general  commis¬ 
sioner  should  not,  in  any  case,  re¬ 
side  more  than  three  years  conse¬ 
cutively  in  Ireland  or  in  Scotland ; 
the  rotation  of  that  duty  being 
regulated  among  the  commissioners 
themselves,  subject  to  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Treasury. 

That  the  general  commissioner 
of  each  revenue,  resident  in  Ire¬ 
land  and  in  Scotland  respectively, 
should  be  assisted  by  two  local 
commissioners,  with  whom  he 
should  sit,  and  form  a  board. 

That  the  authority  of  local  com¬ 
missioners  of  each  revenue  should 
be  limited  to  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
and  common  to  those  two  coun¬ 
tries;  from  one  to  the  other  of 
which  they  should  be  removeable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  general  board. 

That  the  boards,  formed  by  the 
general  and  local  commissioners  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland  should  have 
powers  to  execute  all  matters  for 
the  collection  and  management  of 
the  revenues,  as  fully  as  the  sepa¬ 
rate  boards  now  have;  except  as 
to  framing  of  general  orders,  rules 
and  regulations,  which  should  have 
no  validity,  unless  signed  by  a 
quorum  of  the  general  board. 

That  all  acts  of  these  local 
boards  should  be  valid  by  the  sig¬ 
natures  of  any  two  of  the  three  ; 
but  that  the  general  commissioner 
should  have  a  power  to  stay  the 
decision  of  the  two  local  commis¬ 
sioners  in  any  case  whereon  he 
may  differ  in  opinion  from  them, 
until  reference  may  be  had  to  the 
board  in  London. 

2  K 


498  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1823. 


That  reports  should  be  made 
periodically  by  the  commissioners 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  to  the 
board  in  London,  exhibiting  state¬ 
ments  of  all  their  proceedings,  and 
copies  of  the  minutes  of  their  de¬ 
cisions  ;  and  also,  that  copies  of  all 
accounts  relating  to  the  respec¬ 
tive  revenues  received  by  those 
local  boards,  should  be  transmitted 
for  registry  in  London. 

That  the  local  boards  should  be 
made  subject  to  the  authority  and 
instructions  of  the  general  boards, 
and  be  obliged  to  carry  their  direc¬ 
tions  into  execution. 

That  the  general  boards  should 
have  the  power  of  transferring  all 
officers  attached  to  their  respective 
revenues  from  one  station  to  another 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  this  plan  for  establishing  two 
general  boards  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  these  revenues,  we  have 
suggested  that  the  local  boards  for 
Ireland  and  Scotland  should  be 
partly  composed  of  commissioners 
having  a  more  limited  authority 
than  the  members  of  the  general 
boards ;  because  we  think  that 
such  a  constitution  would  be  the 
most  consistent  with  the  subordi¬ 
nate  and  executive  character  which 
it  is  indispensable  that  they  should 
possess.  In  conformity  to  the 
principles  which  we  keep  in  view 
it  should  be  well  understood  that 
the  authority  exercised  by  these 
branches  of  the  general  commis¬ 
sioners  is  intended  to  be  entirely 
derived  from  the  principal  boards. 
The  weight  of  their  proceedings 
would  thereby  be  increased,  while 
their  own  separate  importance 
would  be  diminished.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  consisted  of  com¬ 
missioners  ail  of  equal  rank  with 
those  of  the  general  board  they 
might  be  induced,  upon  the  ground 
of  that  equality,  to  assume  a  power 


of  general  regulation  which,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  occasional  change 
of  commissioners,  would  probably 
lead  again,  in  the  course  of  time, 
to  all  the  inconveniences  of  inde¬ 
pendent  boards. 

The  duties  of  these  establish¬ 
ments  would  consist  so  much  in 
the  enforcement  and  maintenance 
of  rules  and  directions  not  framed 
by  themselves,  but  emanating  from 
the  general  board,  that  persons 
possessing  the  experience  of  prac¬ 
tical  officers  would  be  peculiarly 
fitting  for  the  task  of  assisting  as 
local  commissioners  in  the  discharge 
of  them.  Officers  of  merit  from 
the  classes  next  in  rank  to  the  com¬ 
missioners  might,  therefore,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  service,  be 
promoted  to  those  situations. 

We  have  been  guided  by  the 
same  general  principle  in  suggest¬ 
ing  the  number  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  local  boards,  as  in 
recommending  the  mode  of  com¬ 
posing  them.  We  deem  it  of  im¬ 
portance  that  they  should  not  be 
more  than  would  be  strictly  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  execution  of  their 
duties,  making  allowance  for  the 
occasional  absence  of  one  commis¬ 
sioner.  They  would  thereby  be 
kept  more  decidedly  subordinate, 
and  perhaps  more  effective  for 
their  proper  purposes,  supernume¬ 
rary  members  at  public  boards 
having  rather  a  tendency  to  pro¬ 
duce  delay  and  laxity  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  than  to  promote  despatch. 

In  suggesting  that  13  commis¬ 
sioners  might  be  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  for  the  general  boards,  we  have 
been  guided  by  the  consideration 
that  to  the  nine  now  employed  at 
each  of  the  boards  in  England,  an 
addition  of  four  at  the  least  would 
be  requisite  to  enable  them  con¬ 
stantly  to  detach  one  member  to 
Scotland  and  one  to  Ireland  :  and 
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at  the  same  time  to  provide  for  the 
additional  business  created  at  the 
general  board  by  the  change.  But 
we  do  not  offer  this  opinion  with 
entire  confidence  that  such  an  ad¬ 
dition  would  be  sufficient ;  and 
although  we  are  far  from  under¬ 
rating  the  importance  in  point  of 
economy,  of  limiting  the  number 
as  strictly  as  possible,,  the  due  col¬ 
lection  and  management  of  the 
revenue  intrusted  to  these  boards 
is  of  so  much  greater  moment,  as 
to  render  that  a  comparatively  sub¬ 
ordinate  consideration.  We  sub¬ 
mit,  however,  that  the  salaries  of 
those  additional  commissioners  at 
the  boards  in  London  should  not 
be  higher — 1,200/.  a  year. 

Considering  the  weight  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  responsibility  which 
would  fall  on  the  commissioners 
detached  from  the  general  boards, 
and  the  inconveniences  incidental 
to  such  a  service,  it  might  be  pro¬ 
per  to  make  some  increased  allow¬ 
ance  for  it,  and  also  to  extend  to 
them  the  advantage  of  official  re¬ 
sidences  at  the  public  expense. 

The  salaries  of  the  four  local 
commissioners  of  each  board  should 
not  exceed  1,000/.  per  annum. 

Upon  this  scale  the.  permanent 
charge  of  the  general  boards  would 
be  less  than  the  total  expense  of 
the  several  boards  now  existing; 
the  difference  being,  upon  the 
whole,  for  the  two  branches  of 
revenue,  about  5,000/.  per  annum. 
But  we  are  aware  that,  for  some 
time,  that  difference  might  be 
absorbed,  or  nearly  so,  by  the 
eharge  to  be  incurred  for  compen¬ 
sations  to  the  commissioners  whose 
services  would  be  dispensed  with. 

It  seems  almost  superfluous, 
after  what  we  have  stated  respect¬ 
ing  the  system  of  management  and 
the  departments  in  Ireland,  to  re¬ 
commend  that  the  resident  general 


commissioners  in  that  country 
should  invariably  be  selected  from 
among  those  members  of  the 
boards  in  London  who  may  be 
presumed  to  have  acquired  by  ex¬ 
perience  a  competent  knowledge  of 
the  English  system;  and  that  until 
the  new  regulations  are  fully  esta¬ 
blished,  one  or  more  practical 
officers,  selected  from  the  English 
branch  of  the  establishment,  should 
occupy  the  chief  places  of  control 
immediately  under  them.  When 
the  combined  system  shall  have 
been  matured  by  experience,  this 
provision  will  be  no  longer  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  distinction  between 
British  and  Irish  officers  will  then 
have  ceased  to  exist ;  they  will 
all  be  members  of  the  same  esta¬ 
blishment,  distributed  and  pro¬ 
moted  indiscriminately,  according 
to  merit  and  capacity,  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom.  But  al¬ 
though  we  advert  to  this  as  a  great 
benefit  ultimately  to  be  obtained, 
we  are  fully  aware  of  the  slow 
degrees  by  which  the  intermixture 
of  the  establishments  must  be 
effected,  and  the  extreme  precau¬ 
tion  with  which  it  must  be  regu¬ 
lated. 

As  the  adoption  of  this  measure 
would  admit  of  dispensing  with 
the  services  of  a  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  the  commissioners  now 
holding  places  at  the  several  boards 
of  each  revenue,  it  is  necessary 
that  we  should  obviate  the  pos¬ 
sible  supposition  that  we  contem¬ 
plate  the  retirement  of  all  those 
commissioners  from  the  Scotch  and 
Irish  boards  alone.  Such  an  ar¬ 
rangement  has  not  entered  into 
our  views.  The  present  condition 
of  the  Irish  revenue  departments 
has  been  traced  to  causes  for  which 
the  existing  Irish  boards  can  hardly 
be  held  responsible ;  and  so  far  as 
we  may  be  warranted  by  what 
2  K  2 


500  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


has  come  before  us,  in  expressing 
an  opinion  of  the  Irish  commis¬ 
sioners  in  general,  we  should  feel 
bound  to  bear  such  favourable 
testimony  to  their  sufficiency,  as 
would  be  consistent  with  their 
occupying  a  fairly  proportionate 
share  in  the  united  commissions. 
The  members  of  the  Scotch  boards 
would  have  an  indisputable  claim 
to  be  considered  with  the  same 
impartiality  in  the  new  arrange¬ 
ments. 

But  although  it  has  been  neces¬ 
sary  for  us  to  say  thus  much,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  misunderstand¬ 
ing  of  our  intention,  we  are  con¬ 
scious  that  it  is  not  within  our 
province  to  say  more  on  this  topic, 
nor  to  offer  any  observations  upon 
the  peculiar  importance  of  filling 
the  general  boards,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  institution, 
with  gentlemen  of  approved  abi¬ 
lity  and  experience  in  the  revenue 
business. 

It  is  incumbent  Upon  us  also  to 
advert,  in  this  place,  to  the  expe¬ 
diency  of  establishing  a  sufficient 
safeguard  against  the  disposition 
which  might  be  expected  to  exist 
in  boards  having  their  residence  in 
London,  to  encourage  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  natives  of  England,  in 
preference  to  those  of  Scotland  or 
Ireland,  in  the  service  of  the  reve¬ 
nue.  This  is  a  point  to  which  we 
attach  great  importance,  and  we 
are  anxious  to  state  that  any  such 
partiality  would  be  directly  oppo¬ 
site  to  the  views  and  feelings  with 
which  our  recommendation  of  these 
measures  is  accompanied.  In  order 
most  effectually  to  obviate  such  a 
tendency,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
the  nomination  to  all  the  lower 
situations,  whether  in  the  Customs 
or  the  Excise  (the  highest  executive 
officers  being,  under  the  new  regu¬ 
lations,  to  be  filled  by  promotion 


alone),  should  be  so  far  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  government  as 
to  give  ample  power  to  your  lord- 
ships  to  provide  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  natives  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  Ireland,  in  due  proportions. 

There  is,  however,  a  part  of  the 
present  duty  of  Irish  boards  which 
the  reduced  number  of  commis¬ 
sioners  might  not  suffice  for  the 
performance  of ;  and  the  due  dis¬ 
charge  of  which  must  therefore  be 
provided  for  in  another  manner. 
We  allude  to  their  functions  as 
courts  of  judicature. 

In  England  the  commissioners 
of  Excise  constitute  a  court  of  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  decision  of  causes  re¬ 
lating  to  that  revenue.  Their 
judicial  functions  are  chiefly  exer¬ 
cised  upon  prosecutions  which  arise 
in  London.  Those  which  occur 
in  the  country  are  usually  carried 
before  the  magistrates.  But  all 
cases  which  are  of  superior  im¬ 
portance,  or  have  any  special  diffi¬ 
culty  attending  them,  are  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  court  of  Exchequer. 

The  commissioners  of  Customs 
in  England  have  no  such  powers. 
All  legal  proceedings  for  breaches 
of  the  law  relating  to  that  revenue, 
are  either  summarily  decided  upon 
by  the  magistracy,  or  prosecuted  in 
the  court  of  Exchequer. 

In  Scotland,  the  judicial  func¬ 
tions  are  not  exercised  by  either 
commission,  except  in  the  case  of 
certain  offences  against  the  salt 
laws,  which  the  commissioners  of 
Excise  at  Edinburgh  were  by  a  re¬ 
cent  act  empowered  to  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of.  The  duty  of  attend¬ 
ing  to  them  has  been  trifling.  In 
all  other  legal  proceedings,  the 
boards  in  Scotland  have  recourse 
to  the  magistracy,  or  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  according  to  the  im¬ 
portance  or  difficulty  of  the  case. 

In  Ireland  the  boards  both  of 
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Customs  and  Excise  sit  judicially 
to  hear  revenue  causes  arising  in 
the  Dublin  district ;  and  there  are 
courts  of  sub-commissioners,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  principal  officers  in 
each  revenue,  to  try  such  as  arise 
in  the  country.  From  the  sen¬ 
tences,  either  of  the  chief  or  sub¬ 
commissioners,  a  power  of  appeal 
is  given  to  commissioners  appoint¬ 
ed  for  that  purpose  in  Dublin,  in 
the  same  manner  as  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish  board  of  Excise  to  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  appeal  in  London.  The 
powers  of  these  commissioners  of 
appeal  are  of  the  same  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  their  duties  nearly 
equally  light,  in  both  countries. 
They  consist  of  five  commissioners 
in  each.  But,  while  the  salaries 
of  the  English  commissioners  are 
only  200/.  per  annum,  subject  to 
deductions,  those  of  Ireland  have 
800/.  a  year  each ;  thus  furnishing 
another  instance  of  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  expensiveness  of  the  Irish 
establishments,  as  compared  with 
the  English. 

Of  these  revenue  tribunals  in 
Ireland,  the  courts  of  sub-commis¬ 
sioners  appear  to  be  peculiarly  ob¬ 
jectionable  in  the  principle  of 
their  constitution.  The  prose¬ 
cutors  in  all  causes  that  come  be¬ 
fore  them  are  revenue  officers,  and 
revenue  officers  are  the  judges.  It 
is  true,  that  provision  is  made  to 
prevent  those  who  sit  as  judges 
from  being  interested  in  the  spe¬ 
cific  causes  which  come  before 
them  ;  but  they  are  connected  by 
habits  of  intimacy,  and  by  a  si¬ 
milarity  of  general  interests  with 
the  officers  who  are  the  parties  in 
those  causes ;  and  they  must  always 
feel,  that  the  questions  upon  which 
they  give  judgment  in  favour  of  a 
brother  officer  on  one  day,  are  of 
the  same  nature  as  those  upon 
which  the  same  officer  may,  on  the 


next,  be  appointed  to  pronounce 
sentence  between  themselves  and 
some  other  defendant. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  this 
anomalous  tribunal  has  not  been 
found  practically  to  produce  the 
degree  of  injustice  which  might 
theoretically  be  expected  from  it. 
This  is  to  be  presumed,  it  is  said, 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  not 
having  been  much  complained  of. 
We  attach  little  weight  to  a  con¬ 
clusion  upon  that  ground.  We 
were  in  like  manner  referred  to 
the  general  absence  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  merchants  for  a 
proof  that  the  officers  of  the  Cus¬ 
toms  were  not  negligent  or  irregu¬ 
lar  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
The  examination,  however,  of  the 
merchants  themselves  convinced  us 
that  if  such  complaints  were  nei¬ 
ther  loud  nor  frequent,  it  was  not 
because  there  existed  no  ground 
for  them,  but  because  in  Ireland 
complaints  against  public  officers 
generally  have  hitherto  been  es¬ 
teemed  not  merely  hopeless  but 
dangerous,  as  being  more  likely  to 
produce  persecution  from  the  in¬ 
ferior  officers,  than  redress  from 
their  superiors. 

The  difficulty  which  opposes  it¬ 
self  to  an  alteration  in  these  courts 
of  sub-commissioners,  with  a  view 
of  placing  the  administration  of 
the  revenue  laws  in  Ireland  upon 
the  same  footing  as  in  England, 
with  respect  to  the  country  dis¬ 
tricts,  is  the  want  of  a  magistracy 
in  all  respects  similar.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  an  improve¬ 
ment  might  be  made  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  assistant-barristers, 
in  lieu  or  in  aid  of  those  courts. 
But  as  there  is  a  bill  now  before 
the  legislature  for  introducing  some 
improvements  in  the  police  and 
magistracy  of  Ireland,  it  will  be 
more  advisable  to  defer  the  eonsi- 
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deration  of  any  measure  for  that 
purpose,  until  these  legislative  im¬ 
provements  shall  have  been  effect¬ 
ed,  when  it  may  be  seen  in  what 
manner  the  disposal  of  the  revenue 
causes  out  of  Dublin  may  be  best 
adapted  to  them. 

It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that 
the  mode  of  trying  revenue  causes 
in  the  country  would  not  of  ne¬ 
cessity  be  affected  by  the  alteration 
of  the  local  boards.  The  reduc¬ 
tion  of  their  members  would  only 
render  a  new  arrangement  of  the 
Dublin  jurisdiction  indispensable. 

We  have  had  under  our  consi¬ 
deration  two  plans,  calculated  to 
relieve  the  chief  commissioners 
from  this  part  of  their  present 
duty.  One  of  them  is  a  proposal 
submitted  to  the  lord  lieutenant, 
which  had  for  its  object  to  make 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  the 
judges  in  the  first  instance,  and  to 
enable  the  parties  to  appeal  from 
that  tribunal  to  the  court  of  Ex¬ 
chequer,  with  some  abridgment  of 
the  forms  and  expenses  belonging 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  court. 
The  other  is  a  suggestion  from 
Mr.  Leslie  Foster,  a  person  whose 
opinion,  on  all  accounts,  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  greatest  weight,  and 
one  of  the  board’s  counsel.  His 
opinion  is,  that  the  causes  now 
tried  by  the  court  of  commissioners 
might  be  carried  at  once  into  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  under  regula¬ 
tions  which  would  effectually 
guard  the  subject  against  any  in¬ 
crease  of  delay  or  expense.  This 
has  appeared  to  us  to  be  by  much 
the  more  eligible  course.  It  would 
not  only  be  a,  relief  to  the  revenue 
boards,  in  their  judicial  functions, 
but  would  lead  to  the  entire  abo¬ 
lition  of  the  commission  of  appeal 
in  Ireland,  the  expense  of  which  is 
about  5,000/.  a  year. 

Mr,  Leslie  Foster’s  proposal  will 


be  found  in  his  evidence  given 
before  us  annexed  to  this  report. 
The  other  suggestion  to  which  we 
have  adverted  is  also  inserted  in 
our  appendix,  together  with  the 
opinions  of  the  Irish  law  officers 
upon  it. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary 
that  we  should  state  in  more  detail 
our  opinions  upon  the  respective 
merits  of  these  plans,  because  we 
conceive,  that  previously  to  the 
adoption  of  either  of  them,  or  of 
any  other  arrangement  for  the 
same  purpose,  the  subject  should 
be  fully  examined,  and  considered 
by  the  new  general  boards  of 
Customs  and  Excise,  assisted  by 
the  British  and  Irish  law  officers  of 
the  crown. 

In  the  offices  immediately  under 
the  boards,  and  connected  with  the 
exercise  of  their  functions,  some 
changes  will  be  required,  and  some 
reductions  will  be  found  practica¬ 
ble,  in  consequence  of  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  the  boards  themselves.  The 
offices  of  the  secretaries  in  both  de¬ 
partments  are  of  this  description  ; 
and  those  which  appertain  to  the 
general  receipt  and  collection  of 
the  revenues  in  Dublin  and  in 
Edinburgh,  will  be  susceptible  of 
a  more  economical  modification, 
whenever  it  may  be  determined  to 
carry  into  execution  the  change 
which  we  propose.  It  will  be  our 
duty  to  suggest  the  regulations 
and  reductions  by  which  these 
parts  of  the  establishments  may  be 
best  adapted  to  it,  after  completing 
our  inquiry  into  each  of  them,  and 
after  conferring  with  the  persons 
appointed  to  preside  over  them. 

Of  the  practical  difficulties  which 
the  new  boards  will  have  to  en¬ 
counter  in  the  full  introduction  of 
the  English  system  of  collection 
into  Ireland,  the  most  considerable 
will  be  found  in  the  Excise  de- 
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partment.  In  the  Customs,  the 
differences  now  existing  between 
the  English  and  Irish  practice,  are 
rather  those  of  habit  and  disci¬ 
pline  than  of  principle  or  regula¬ 
tion.  But  in  the  Excise  there  are 
wider  distinctions. 

These  chiefly  consist  in  the  com¬ 
bined  method  of  license  and  survey 
(before  adverted  to)  which  prevails 
in  Ireland,  and  not  in  England, 
and  in  the  mixed  system  of  port 
and  inland  duties  of  Excise  which 
obtains  in  England  and  not  in 
Ireland. 

For  the  former,  we  cannot  hesi¬ 
tate  to  recommend  the  ultimate 
though  gradual  and  cautious  sub¬ 
stitution  of  the  English  system  of 
survey  alone.  We  concur  with 
colonel  Doyle  and  Mr.  Carr  in 
thinking  that  it  would  not  be  safe 
to  relinquish  immediately  the 
means  which  the  license  system 
affords  for  securing  a  part  of  the 
revenue  in  Ireland.  But  we  are 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  as  soon 
as  the  system  of  survey  is  well 
established,  the  charge  by  way  of 
license  should  be  abandoned ;  as 
we  apprehend  that  the  system  of 
license  must  either  be  of  no  assist¬ 
ance  to  a  system  of  survey,  or  it 
must  have  a  tendency  to  relax  it. 

If  the  license  is  imposed  at  a 
rate  of  dutv  much  below  what 
could  be  yielded  on  the  average  by 
the  actual  quantity  of  the  article 
produced,  it  must  leave  the  whole 
business  of  ascertaining  the  real 
duty  to  the  vigilance  of  the  officer, 
and  under  good  management  the 
duty  paid,  would,  in  that  case, 
always  exceed  the  license  charge. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  charge 
by  way  of  license  were  imposed, 
so  as  to  approach  very  nearly  to 
the  amount  of  the  duty  on  the 
actual  produce,  it  would  gradually 
induce  the  officer  to  take  the  easier 


course  of  relying  upon  it,  and  of 
sparing  his  own  exertions.  But 
in  that  case,  while  it  would  still 
produce  no  advantage  to  the  reve¬ 
nue,  it  could  not  fail  to  operate 
very  injuriously  upon  the  manu¬ 
facturers  in  general,  by  its  una¬ 
voidable  tendency  to  confine  the 
trade  to  the  greater  capitalists. 

No  manufacturers  could  exist 
under  a  system  of  license  calcu¬ 
lated  upon  the  utmost  quantity 
of  any  article  that  could  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  constant  work,  except 
such  as  could  afford  to  keep  their 
manufactories  always  in  activity, 
and  to  abide  the  fluctuations  of  the 
market,  with  large  stocks  fre¬ 
quently  on  their  hands.  The  en¬ 
terprise  of  the  smaller  capitalist 
would  be  crushed  by  it.  This  is 
one  of  the  pernicious  effects  of 
revenue  regulation,  which  ought 
most  sedulously  to  be  guarded 
against. 

That  such  an  effect  has  been 
produced  in  a  considerable  degree 
in  Ireland  by  the  license  system, 
even  at  the  rates  of  charge,  and 
with  the  evasions  which  have  pre¬ 
vailed  there,  is  apparent  from  the 
report  of  the  board  of  Excise,  in 
which  a  very  great  diminution  in 
the  number  of  all  traders  subject 
to  the  Excise,  since  the  adoption  of 
that  system,  is  described  with  ex¬ 
pressions  of  satisfaction  perfectly 
consistent  in  persons  who  have 
only  the  easy  collection  of  the  re¬ 
venue  at  heart ;  but  in  which,  we 
presume,  neither  your  lordships 
nor  parliament,  who  take  a  more 
extended  view  of  the  general  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community,  could 
possibly  participate. 

With  respect  to  the  difference 
which  exists  in  the  collection  of 
the  port  duties,  we  can  only  offer 
our  decided  opinion  that  it  ought 
not  to  continue  ;  and  that  the  Cus- 
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toms  and  Excise  should  be  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  collection  of  their  several 
revenues  in  the  same  limits  as  to 
their  respective  operations  in  Ire¬ 
land  as  in  Great  Britain.  Whether 
it  may  be  more  convenient  to  adopt 
the  division  established  in  Ireland 
between  these  two  departments, 
where  the  Customs  alone  are  em¬ 
ployed  upon  the  coast  and  in  the 
ports,  while  the  Excise  have  no 
concern  but  with  the  collection  of 
inland  duties,  or  to  extend  to  Ire¬ 
land  the  English  practice  of  taking 
a  part  of  the  importation  duties  by 
the  Customs,  and  a  part  by  the 
Excise,  it  is  not  within  our  province 
to  consider.  The  commission  which 
is  appointed  under  the  sign  manual 
to  inquire  into  the  Customs  and 
Excise  of  England  will,  doubtless, 
submit  to  your  lordships  their  opi¬ 
nion  upon  that  important  point, 
as  it  concerns  the  future  manage¬ 
ment  in  England ;  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  Ireland  will  be  governed  by 
the  ultimate  decision  taken  upon  it. 

In  both  branches  of  the  revenue, 
however,  the  first  proceeding  to¬ 
wards  the  union  of  the  depart¬ 
ments,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  better  system  and  practice  in 
Ireland  will  be  gradually  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  certain  proportion  of  officers 
of  skill  and  character  from  the 
British  service  into  the  most  im¬ 
portant  places  of  check  and  super¬ 
intendence  in  that  country,  while 
persons  of  the  same  description 
may  be  brought  from  thence  to 
acquire  by  experience  a  knowledge 
of  the  English  practice.  The 
complete  identification  of  the  esta¬ 
blishments,  by  interchanging  the 
lower  and  more  executive  mem¬ 
bers,  so  as  finally  to  abolish  all 
national  distinctions  among  the 
officers  of  the  same  revenue,  would 
ensue,  by  such  slow  gradations, 
and  with  such  precautions  as  the 


judgment  and  experience  of  the 
boards  must  naturally  suggest. 

We  are  well  aware  that  when 
these  first  and  general  arrange¬ 
ments  shall  have  been  completed, 
there  will  still  remain  much  to  be 
done,  in  the  judicious  adoption  of 
the  subordinate  parts,  before  the 
new  system  will  be  in  full  opera¬ 
tion,  and  productive  of  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  it  must  ultimately 
yield.  Many  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered  are  sufficiently 
obvious,  and  others  will  no  doubt 
arise  in  the  gradual  introduction  of 
so  extensive  a  change,  which  can¬ 
not  now  be  anticipated.  But  we 
neither  foresee,  nor  can  we  imagine 
any  obstacles  to  the  successful  ac¬ 
complishment  of  this  great  mea¬ 
sure,  of  a  magnitude  sufficient  to 
suggest  to  us  the  least  apprehen¬ 
sion,  or  induce  in  us  a  belief  that 
they  would  not  be  easily  overcome 
by  the  industry,  the  zeal,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  general  and  local 
commissioners,  under  the  superin¬ 
tending  directions  of  your  lord- 
ships.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
must  repeat  our  confident  assur¬ 
ance,  that  neither  skill  nor  indus¬ 
try,  however  indefatigably  and 
zealously  applied,  can,  by  a  mere 
partial  amendment  of  the  existing 
management  of  the  revenue  in 
Ireland,  in  its  present  state  of  se¬ 
paration  from  that  of  England, 
render  it  an  efficient  and  econo¬ 
mical  member  of  the  general 
system. 

Of  the  effect  which  must  be 
produced  by  these  changes,  upon 
individual  interests  and  feelings, 
we  are  certainly  by  no  means  in¬ 
sensible  ;  and  nothing  short  of  a 
clear  conviction  of  the  great  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  them  would 
have  induced  us  to  recommend  a 
public  measure,  which  may  be  the 
inevitable  cause  of  much  privat® 
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disappointment  and  inconvenience. 
In  the  compensation  to  he  allowed 
for  deprivation  of  office,  or  for  the 
retirement  of  any  individual  in 
consequence  of  these  general  alte¬ 
rations,  there  will  be  ground  for 
liberal  regard  to  the  claims  of  the 
parties,  in  the  consideration  that 
such  allowances  will  not  be  addi¬ 
tions  to  the  existing  public  bur¬ 
thens,  but  only  temporary  diminu¬ 
tions  of  the  large  amount  of  even¬ 
tual  saving,  which  we  sanguinely 
contemplate  as  the  result  of  this 
measure. 

We  have  thus  submitted  the 
grounds  upon  which  we  have  been 
led  to  consider  the  incorporation 
of  the  several  boards  of  revenue 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  an  indispensable  preliminary  to 
the  attainment  of  that  uniformity 
in  the  management  and  collection 
of  the  public  income  which  was 
contemplated  by  parliament  in  the 
act  of  our  appointment.  We  have 
also  submitted  the  outline  of  what 
has  appeared  to  us,  after  the  fullest 
consideration,  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  accomplishing  that  incor¬ 
poration,  as  it  concerns  the  two 
principal  branches  of  the  revenue, 
the  Customs  and  Excise.  The  other 
departments  will  be  the  subject  of 
separate  reports.  In  framing  a 
plan  for  that  purpose,  we  have 
steadfastly  borne  in  mind  the  seve¬ 
ral  objects  which  it  is  our  peculiar 
duty  to  suggest — the  means  of 
:  attaining,  viz.  an  uniform  system 
:  of  revenue  administration,  an  im- 
s  proved  collection  of  the  public  in- 
j  come  in  Ireland,  and  a  reduction 
!  of  the  charges  of  management, 
i  We  have  also  kept  in  view  the 
:  connexion  between  this  charge  in 
;  the  constitution  of  the  revenue 
i  departments  and  the  other  altera- 
i  tions  of  which  we  submitted  the 


general  heads  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  report. 

Upon  the  fullest  consideration, 
the  plan  submitted  has  appeared 
to  us  the  best  calculated  for  accom¬ 
plishing  all  the  purposes  for  which, 
in  conjunction  with  those  mea¬ 
sures,  it  is  intended.  But  we 
desire  distinctly  to  be  understood 
as  not  insisting  upon  this  particu¬ 
lar  mode  of  effecting  an  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  departments  with  the 
same  degree  of  confidence  as  that 
with  which  we  insist  upon  the  in¬ 
dispensable  necessity  of  the  incor¬ 
poration  itself.  We  are  sensible, 
that  other  modifications  of  the 
same  principles,  and  other  schemes 
of  arrangement  in  the  application 
of  them,  which  have  not  suggested 
themselves  to  us,  may  perhaps  be 
deemed  preferable,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  anxious  consideration  which 
we  have  bestowed  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject.  But  whether  the  object  shall 
be  accomplished  in  the  form  which 
we  have  proposed,  or  in  any  other, 
we  shall  be  equally  ready  to  devote 
our  best  endeavours,  aided  by  the 
powers  of  inquiry  with  which 
parliament  has  invested  us,  |to  as¬ 
certain  and  report  to  your  lord- 
ships  the  scale  of  the  subordinate 
establishments  which  may  be  most 
consistent  with  it,  having  a  just 
regard  to  all  those  interests,  finan¬ 
cial  and  commercial,  which  are 
involved  in  the  due  execution  of 
the  service  belonging  to  these  de¬ 
partments. 

We  are  well  aware  that  it  is  to 
those  interests  alone  that  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  our  commission  extends. 
In  closing  this  report,  however,  we 
trust  it  may  be  permitted  to  us  to 
observe,  that  some  beneficial  con¬ 
sequences,  even  beyond  those  im¬ 
mediately  affecting  the  revenue 
and  the  merchant,  may  be  expect- 


506  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


ed  to  ensue  from  the  union  of  these 
departments  with  the  correspond¬ 
ing  branches  of  the  revenue  in 
Great  Britain.  They  comprehend 
a  large  number  of  officers  exten¬ 
sively  distributed^  connected  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  with  the 
interests  of  a  considerable  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  community,  and  pos¬ 
sessing  a  degree  of  influence  in 
Ireland  greatly  superior  to  the 
weight  which  belongs  to  them  in 
this  country.  Any  measure  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  introduc¬ 
ing  into  such  establishments  an 
improved  state  of  discipline,  better 
habits  of  general  conduct,  a  more 
faithful  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  crown,  and  a  more  impartial 
consideration  of  the  just  claims  of 
the  subject,  could  hardly  fail  to 
produce  advantageous  results,  be¬ 
yond  a  mere  improvement  in  the 
execution  of  their  own  functions. 
We  confidently  trust,  that  all  of  these 


benefits  would  follow  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  English  system  of  reve¬ 
nue  to  Ireland,  together  with  the 
intermixture  of  British  and  Irish 
officers  in  the  administration  of  it ; 
and  we  cannot  but  entertain  the 
hope  that  such  a  change  would 
contribute,  in  some  degree  at  least, 
to  that  amelioration  of  the  general 
state  and  condition  of  Ireland, 
which  a  closer  approximation  to 
the  usages  and  institutions  of  this 
country  is  best  calculated  to  effect, 
and  which  is  an  object  of  such 
vital  importance  to  the  political 
welfare  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

T.  Wallace.  (L.  S.) 

Thos.  F.  Lewis.  (L.  S.) 

J.  C.  Herries.  (L.  S.) 

W.  I.  Lushington.  (L.  S.) 

Henry  Berens.  (L.  S.) 
Office  of  Inquiry  into  the  Col¬ 
lection  and  Management  of 
the  Revenue ,  June  28,  1822. 


Report  on  the  Number  of  Offices  held  by  Members  of  the 

House  of  Commons. 

The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Returns  made  by  the 
Members  of  the  House,  in  pursuance  of  the  several  orders  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  of  the  8th  day  of  June,  1821,  in  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House ;  and  who  were 
instructed  to  examine  the  said  returns,  and  to  amend  and  complete 
the  same  to  the  present  time ;  have  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
House,  considered  the  matter  to  them  referred,  and  agreed  upon  the 
following  Report 


Your  committee  have  to  report  to  the  House,  that  it  appears  to  them, 
that  fifty-seven  members  of  parliament  hold  offices  under  the  crown,  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  crown  or  otherwise,  the  nett  emoluments  of  which 
are  108,565/.  11  s.;  that  there  are  thirteen  members  of  parliament, 
holding  offices  in  the  appointment  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  public 
officers,  the  emoluments  of  which  are  28,107/.  4.?.  2 d. ;  that  there  are 
seven  members  of  parliament  holding  offices  or  pensions  for  life  under 
grants  from  the  crown,  the  emoluments  of  which  are  9,658/.  85“.  1  Od. ; 
that  there  is  one  member  of  parliament  holding  office  for  term  of  years, 
under  grant  from  the  crown  or  other  public  officers,  the  emolument  of 
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which  is  15/.  195*.  1  d. ;  that  there  are  four  members  of  parliament 
holding  offices  for  life,  under  appointment  from  the  chiefs  in  the  courts 
of  justice,  or  from  other  public  officers,  the  emoluments  of  which  are 
10,030/.  Is.  3d. ;  that  there  are  five  members  of  parliament  holding 
pensions,  or  sinecures,  or  offices  chiefly  executed  by  deputy,  held  by 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  under  grants  from  the  crown,  or 
by  act  of  parliament,  the  emoluments  of  which  are  7,478/.  ;  that  there 
are  two  members  of  parliament  holding  the  reversion  of  offices  under 
the  crown  after  one  or  more  lives,  the  emoluments  of  which  are 
6,489/- ;  that  there  are  79  members  of  parliament  holding  naval  and 
military  commissions ;  that  59  of  them  hold  other  offices,  and  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  preceding  classes. 

It  then  appears  to  your  committee,  that  89  members  of  parliament 
hold  offices  or  pensions  either  in  possession  or  reversion,  not  including 
those  who  have  naval  and  military  commissions,  to  the  annual  amount 
of  170,343/.  14.?.  4c?. 


[[Mr.  H.  G.  Bennet  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee.] 

Appendix,  No.  1. — A  Return  of  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  Offices  under  the  crown  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown,  or 
otherwise * 


Antrobus,  Gibbs  Crawford,  secretary  of  legation  to  the 
United  States  ....... 

Archdall,  Mervyn,  governor  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
And  a  lieutenant-general  in  the  army. 

Bagwell,  right  hon.  Wm.,  joint  muster-master-general 
in  Ireland 

Barry,  right  hon.  John  Maxwell  lord  of  his  majesty’s 

*  Treasury  ........ 

Bathurst,  right  hon.  Charles,  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancaster  ........ 

Beresford,  lord  George  Thomas,  comptroller  of  the 
king’s  household  ....... 

And  a  major-general  in  the  army. 

Burgh,  sir  Ulysses  Bagenal,  surveyor-general  of  the 
Ordnance  ........ 

A  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army,  and  a  captain  in 
the  guards. 

Clerk,  sir  George,  bart.,  lord  of  the  admiralty 

Cockbum,  sir  George,  bart.,*  lord  of  the  admiralty 
And  a  vice-admiral  of  the  Blue. 

Cole,  hon.  sir  Galbraith  Lowry,  governor  of  Gravesend 
A  lieutenant-general  in  the  army,  and  colonel  of 
the  34th  regiment  of  Foot. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

550 

0 

0 

346 

5 

0 

486 

6 

9 

1,220 

0 

0 

3,563 

0 

0 

880 

13 

0 

l,26l 

10 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

793 

0 

0 

*  It  appears  by  the  Parliamentary  Return,  No.  602,  of  Session  1821,  that 
-sir  George  Cockburn  was  appointed  a  major-general  of  Marines  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1821,  and  receives  1,037/.  per  annum  pay. 
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Congreve,  sir  Wm.,  bart.,  king’s  equerry ,  comptroller  of 
royal  laboratory,  surperintendant  of  the  royal  military 
repository,  and  a  pension  for  good  services 

Copley,  sir  John  Singleton,  solicitor-general 
And  a  king’s  sergeant  at  law. 

Courtenay,  Thomas  Peregrine,  secretary  to  the  East 
India  board  ........ 

Agent  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a  salary 
of  600/. — [Aide  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  377* 
Sess.  1822.] 

Cranbome,  lord  viscount,  commissioner  of  the  board  of 
Control — No  salary. 

Ellis,  Thomas,  master  in  chancery  in  Ireland 

Fitzgerald,  right  hon.  W.  V.,  envoy  at  Stockholm,  in¬ 
cluding  house  rent  for  his  majesty’s  legation  . 

Forbes,  lord  viscount,  aide-de-camp  to  his  majesty,  at 
10.?.  5d.  per  diem,  and  a  colonel  in  the  army  . 

Freemantle,  right  hon.  Wm.  Henry,*  commissioner  of 
the  board  of  Control  ...... 

Gifford,  sir  Robert,  attorney-general  .... 

Graves,  lord,  lord  of  the  bedchamber  .... 

Hart,  George  Vaughan,  governor  of  Londonderry 
And  a  lieutenant-general  in  the  army. 

Hill,  right  hon.  George  Fitzgerald,  t  vice- treasurer  of 
Ireland  ......... 

Holmes,  William,  treasurer  of  the  Ordnance 

Hope,  sir  William  Johnstone,  bart.,  lord  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  ......... 

Huskisson,  right  hon.  W.,  1st  commissioner  of  woods 
and  forests,  and  agent  for  Ceylon  .... 
Has  a  pension  of  1,200/.  from  the  civil  list  as  a 
retired  under  secretary  of  state,  which  ceases 
whilst  receiving  2,000/.  from  other  offices. 

Londonderry,  marquis  of,  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  lord  of  trade,  and  commissioner  for  India 
affairs  .  .  '  . 

Long,  right  hon.  sir  Charles,  paymaster-general  of  the 

army  .  t  . ' 

A  pension  from  the  4|-  per  cents. 

Lovaine,  lord,  lord  of  the  bedchamber 


2,401  5  0 

4,500  0  0 


2,200  0  0 


3.500  0  0 

4,900  0  0 
190  2  1 

1.500  0  0 

6,200  0  0 

699  6  0 

306  8  0 


2,000  0  0 

1,241  0  0 

if 

1,000  0  0 

3,100  0  0 


6,000  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

409  5  4 


*  It  appears  by  Parliamentary  Return,  No.  653,  of  1804,  that  William  Henry 
Freemantle,  esq.,  receives  one-half  of  an  annuity  of  2030Z.  10s.  8 d.  Irish,  as 
compensation  for  loss  of  office  as  joint  resident  secretary  in  London  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland;  and  also  joint  solicitor  in  England  for  the  revenue  of 
Ireland.  . 

-j-  It  appears  by  the  act  40  Geo.  III.  c.  50,  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  that  sir 
G.  Hill  also  receives  an  annuity  of  2,265Z.  13*.  9 \d.  Irish  currency,  for  life,  as 
a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  office  as  the  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
Ireland. 
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Lowther,  lord  viscount,  lord  of  the  Treasury 

Manners,  right  hon.  lord  Charles  Somerset,  extra  aide- 
de-camp  to  his  majesty. 

And  lieut.-colonel  of  3rd  dragoons. 

Martyn,  sir  Thomas  Byam,  comptroller  of  his  majesty’s 
navy  ......... 

And  a  vice-admiral  of  the  White  (no  half-pay.) 

M^aghten,  Edmund  Alexander,  lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Montgomery,  sir  James,  hart.,  commissioner  of  inquiry 
in  Scotland  ........ 

Presenter  of  the  signatures  in  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  in  Scotland,  for  life. 

Nolan,  Michael,  king’s  counsel  ..... 

Nugent,  sir  George,  hart.,  governor  of  St.  Mawes 
Castle  ......... 

A  general  in  the  army,  and  colonel  of  the  6th 
regiment  of  Foot. 

O'Neill,  hon.  John  Bruce  Richard,  governor  of  Dublin 
Castle  ......... 

And  a  captain  in  the  guards. 

Onslow,  Arthur,  king’s  sergeant 

Osborn,  sir  John,  hart.,  lord  of  the  Admiralty 

Paget,  hon.  Berkeley,  lord  of  the  Treasury  . 

Palmer,  Charles,  aide-de-camp  to  his  majesty  at  10,?.  5d. 
per  diem,  and  colonel  on  half-pay  of  the  22nd  Light 
Dragoons  ........ 

Palmerston,  lord  viscount,  secretary  at  war  . 

Peel,  right  hon.  Robert,  secretary  of  state,  home  de¬ 
partment  ........ 

Phillimore,  Joseph,  commissioner  of  the  hoard  of  Con¬ 
trol  ......... 

Plunkett,  right  hon.  W.  Conyngham,  attorney-general 
of  Ireland  ........ 

Ponsonby,  hon.  Frederick,  aide-de-camp  to  his  majesty, 
and  a  colonel  in  the  army  ..... 

!  Rae,  sir  W.,  hart.,  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 

!  Raine,  Jonathan,  king’s  counsel  ..... 

!  Robinson,  right  lion.  Frederick  John,  treasurer  of  the 
navy  ......... 

I  Ditto,  president  of  the  board  of  Trade. 

,  Rose,  right  hon.  sir  George  Henry,  clerk  of  parliaments 
and  envoy  extraordinary  at  Berlin  .... 

i  Scarlett,  James,  king’s  counsel  ..... 

|  Somerset,  lord  Granville,  C.  H.,  lord  of  the  Treasury  . 

!  Ditto,  commissioner  for  inquiring  into  the  department 
of  Customs  ........ 

'  Vansittart,  right  hon.  Nicholas,  lord  of  the  Treasury, 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  chancellor  of  Ire¬ 
land  ......... 


1,218  0  0 

2,000  0  0 
1,220  0  0 
1,350  0  0 

36  14  0 
102  6  0 

450  0  0 

10  0  0 
1,000  0  0 
1,218  0  0 

190  2  1 
2,484  0  0 

6,000  0  0 

1,500  0  0 

4,000  &  fees. 

no  salary. 
2,948  10  0 

36  13  0 

3,000  0  0 

no  salary. 

11,862  3  2 

19  8  0 
1,220  0  0 

no  salary. 
5,296  7  1 
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Vivian,  sir  Richard  Hussey,  equerry  to  his  majesty, 

with  allowance  for  house-rent .  .  .  .  •  750  0  0 

And  a  major-general  in  the  army. 

Wallace,  right  hon.  Thomas,  vice-president  of  the  board 

of  Trade . 2,000  0  0 

Ward,  Robert,  clerk  of  the  Ordnance  .  .  .  •  1,117  0  0 

Warren,  Charles,  king’s  counsel,  and  chief  justice  of 

Chester .........  1,388  6  0 

Wynn,  right  hon.  Charles  Watkin  Williams,  1st  com¬ 
missioner  of  East  India  affairs  .  .  .  ■  5,000  0  0 


£.108,565  11  0 


[John  Thomas  Fane,  for  Lime  Regis,  being  abroad,  no  return  has 
been  obtained ;  but  the  committee  find  on  inquiry,  that  he  holds  the 
office  of  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  privy  seal,  is  an  inspector  of  the  Ionian 
militia,  and  a  major  in  the  army.] 


Appendix,  No.  2. — -A  return  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  offices  in  the  appointment  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  public 
officers 

Arbuthnot,  right  hon.  Charles,  joint  secretary  of  the 

Treasury*  ........  4,000  0  0 

Bathurst,  hon.  Seymour  Thomas,  agent  for  island  of 


Malta  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  600  0  0 

And  a  captain  of  the  guards. 

Calvert,  John,  secretary  to  the  lord  chamberlain  .  .  1,130  0  0 

Canning,  right  hon.  G.,  receiver-general  Alienation- 

office  .........  293  10  0 

Croker,  John  Wilson,  secretary  to  the  Admiralty.  .  3,000  0  0 

Ditto,  secretary  to  sea  officers’  widows  .  .  .  200  0  0 

Dawson,  G.  Robt.,  under  secretary  for  home  depart¬ 
ment  .  .  . '  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,050  0  0 

Goulbum,  Henry,  chief  secretary  to  the  lord-lieutenant 

of  Ireland,  and  bailiff*  of  Phcenix-park  .  .  .  5,613  0  9 

Lushington,  Stephen  Rumbold,  secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  . .  4,000  0  0 

Lindsey,  hon.  Hugh,  marshal  and  sergeant  at  Mace, 

,  adm .  375  19  0 

Legge,  hon.  Heneage,  gentleman  usher,  and  quarterly 

waiter  to  his  majesty  (exclusive  of  occasional  fees)  .  68  0  0 

Phipps,  Edmund,  clerk  of  deliveries.  Ordnance  .  .  1,043  5  0 

And  a  lieut.-gen.  in  the  army. 


*  A  pension  of  2,000/.  as  ex-ambassador,  but  does  not  receive  it  since  his 
appointment  as  secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Taylor,  sir  Herbert,  military  secretary  to  the  com¬ 
mander-in-chief,  pension  for  services  as  private  secre¬ 
tary  to  her  late  majesty  Queen  Charlotte,  and  master 
of  St.  Katherine’s  Hospital  .....  3,733  10  0 

And  a  major-general  in  the  army. 

Wilmot,  Robert  John,  under  secretary  of  state  (colo¬ 
nies)  . 2,000  0  0 


Appendix,  No.  3.— A  return  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  offices  or  pensions  for  life  under  grants  from  the  Crown: — . 

Cuff,  James,  late  treasurer  to  barrack  department  in 

Ireland .  400  0  0 

Dundas,  right  hon.  William,  lord  Register,  &c.  of  Scot¬ 
land,  keeper  of  the  signet  ditto,  and  register  of  sei¬ 
zures  .  . 

Macdonald,  James,  clerk  of  the  privy  seal,  salary  400/., 
all  given  by  him  to  his  deputy. 

Scott,  hon.  Wm.  Henry  John,  register  of  affidavits  in 
the  court  of  chancery  for  life,  executed  by  deputy  ; 
clerk  of  the  letters  patent  to  the  court  of  Chancery 
for  life,  by  deputy ;  and  receiver  of  fines  in  the  court 
of  Chancery  ........ 

Ditto,  one  of  the  cursitors  for  London  and  Middlesex,* 
for  life ;  duty  executed  by  deputy. 

Ditto,  clerk  of  the  crown  in  chancery,  reversion. t 
Ditto,  the  office  of  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  sta¬ 
tutes  concerning  bankrupts,  in  reversion.  J 
Stanhope,  hon.  J ames  Hamilton,  commissioner  of  Alien¬ 
ations;  duty  executed  by  deputy,  and  a  pension 
A  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  army. 

Stewart,  right  hon.  sir  John,  hart.,  late  attorney-general 
of  Ireland  ........ 

Wynn,  sir  Watkin  Williams,  hart.,  lieutenant-colonel 
on  half-pay,  of  Denbigh  militia,  1  Is.  per  diem  . 

Steward  of  the  manors  of  Bromfield  and  Yal,  county 
of  Denbigh,  patent  for  life,  granted  in  1795  ;  salary 
29/.  a  year,  given  up  to  deputy. 


*  No  return  of  income ;  but,  by  Appendix,  K.  10,  to  the  27th  Report  of 
Select  Committee  of  Finance,  in  1798,  the  nett  annual  receipts  of  fees  from 
that  office  was  500/.  on  average  of  three  past  years.  Duty  done  by  deputy. 

t  No  return  of  income,  but  the  receipts  by  lord  Bathurst,  as  per  Appendix 
3rd  Report  on  Finance  in  1809,  was  1,081/.  nett. 

$  No  return  of  income,  but  the  nett  income  of  which  office  is  4,554/.  as  stated 
m  3rd  Report  on  Finance  in  1809,  Appendix  B. 


4,399  0  O 

2,293  3  1 

560  0  O 

1,865  10  9 

200  15  0 
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Appendix,  No.  4. — A  return  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  offices  for  a  term  of  years  under  grant  from  the  crown,  or 
other  public  officers  : — 

Pennant,  George  Hay  Dawkins,  bailiff  of  the  hundred 

of  Uchef,  in  Carmarthenshire  .  .  .  .  .  15  9  1 


Appendix,  No.  5. — A  return  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  offices  for  life  under  appointments  from  the  chiefs  in  the 
courts  of  justice. 


Courtenay,  William,  master  in  chancery 
And  office  of  writs  and  subpoenas. 

Dowdeswell,  John  Edmund,  master  in  chancery  . 

Fitz.  Gibbon,  hon.  Richard,  usher  and  registrer  of  affi¬ 
davits,  court  of  chancery  in  Ireland .... 
Wrottesley,  Henry,  cursitor  for  Lincoln  and  Somerset, 
duty  executed  by  deputy  ..... 


3,600  0  0 
2,698  9  0 
3,534  12  0 

197  0  O 


Appendix,  No.  6. — A  return  of  all  pensions  or  sinecures,  or  offices 
chiefly  executed  by  deputy,  held  by  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  under  grants  from  the  crown,  or  by  act  of  parliament: — 

Bentinck,  lord  William  Henry  Cavendish,  clerk  of  the 
Pipe  ......... 

-  A  lieut. -general  and  colonel  of  the  11th  Dragoons. 

Jocelyn,  hon.  John,  superannuation  allowance  onlhe 
Irish  establishment  ...... 

Morland,  sir  Scrope  Bernard,  hart.,  two  annuities  on 


1,150  0  O 


650  0  0 


4*|  per  cent  duties,  300/.  each  . 


Pechell,  sir  Thomas  Brooke,  bart.,  servant  of  her  late 
majesty,  and  a  major-general  in  the  army 
Villiers,  right  hon.  John  Charles,  warden  and  chief 
justice  of  Eyre  North  of  Trent,  and  clerk  or  protho- 
notary  of  pleas  at  Lancaster,  by  letters  patent  . 


600  0  0 


200  0  0 


4,878  0  0 


Appendix,  No.  7* — A  return  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
holding  the  reversion  of  offices  under  the  crown,  after  one  or  more 
lives ;  stating  the  office  and  nett  proceeds  at  present  of  such 
office : — 

Jenkinson,  hon.  Charles  Cecil  Hope,  reversion  of  office 

of  clerk  of  pleas,  Lancaster . 2,795  0  0 

Wellesley,  Richard,  reversion  of  office  chief  remem¬ 
brancer  of  the  court  of  exchequer  in  Ireland  .  .  3,694  0  0 

***  The  appendix  No.  8,  consisting  of  “  a  return  of  officers  on  the 
full  and  half  pay  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  militia  and  yeomanry  not 
included,”  is  of  considerable  length,  but  merely  names  the  commissions, 
without  detailing  the  profits  derived  from  them. 
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Report  from  the  National  Vaccine  Establishment. 


To  the  Right  Hon.  Robert  Peel, 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department. 

National  Vaccine  Establishment, 
Percy  street,  Jan.  51. 

Sir, — Vaccination  has  now  been 
submitted  to  the  test  of  another 
year's  experience,  and  the  result  is 
an  increase  of  our  confidence  in  the 
benefits  of  it.  We  are  happy  to  say 
that  it  appears  to  have  been  prac¬ 
tised  more  extensively  than  it  was, 
notwithstanding  the  influence  of 
exaggerated  rumours  of  the  fre¬ 
quent  occurrence  of  small  -  pox 
subsequently,  on  the  minds  of 
some  persons,  and  the  obstinate 
prejudices  of  others,  who  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  adopt  inoculation  for  that 
disease.  The  unavoidable  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  latter  practice  is,  to 
supply  a  constant  source  of  infec- 
.tion,  and  to  put  the  merits  of  vac¬ 
cination  perpetually  to  the  severest 
trial. 

Of  small-pox,  in  the  modified 
and  peculiar  form  which  it  as¬ 
sumes  when  it  attacks  a  patient 
who  has  been  previously  vaccinated, 
many  cases  indeed  have  been  re¬ 
ported  to  us  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  and  some  have  fallen  within 
the  sphere  of  our  own  observation  ; 
but  the  disorder  has  always  ran  a 
safe  course,  being  uniformly  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  secondary  fever,  in 
which  the  patient  dies  most  com- 
i  monly,  when  he  dies  of  small-pox. 

For  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
i  we  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  the 
i  whole  medical  world;  and  for  a 
i  proof  that  the  number  of  such 
!  cases  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
!  thousands  who  have  profited  to 
:  the  fullest  extent  of  security,  by 
|  its  protecting  influence,  we  appeal 
Vol.  LX  TV. 


confidently  to  all  who  frequent  the 
theatres  and  crowded  assemblies,  to 
admit  that  they  do  not  discover  in 
the  rising  generation  any  longer 
that  disfigurement  of  the  human 
face,  which  was  obvious  every  where 
some  years  since. 

To  account  for  occasional  fai¬ 
lures,  of  which  we  readily  admit 
the  existence,  something  is  to  be 
attributed  to  those  anomalies  which 
prevail  throughout  nature,  and 
which  the  physician  observes,  not 
in  some  peculiar  constitutions  only, 
but  in  the  same  constitution  at 
different  periods  of  life,  rendering 
the  human  frame  at  one  time  sus¬ 
ceptible  of  disorder  from  a  mere 
change  of  the  wind,  and  capable, 
at  another,  of  resisting  the  most 
malignant  and  subtle  contagion. 
But  amongst  the  most  frequent 
sources  of  failure  which  have  oc¬ 
curred,  and  will  for  a  time  con¬ 
tinue  to  occur,  is  to  be  numbered 
that  careless  facility  with  which 
unskilful  benevolence  undertook  to 
perform  vaccination  in  the  early 
years  of  the  discovery ;  for  expe¬ 
rience  has  taught  us,  that  a  strict 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
patient  to  be  vaccinated,  great  at¬ 
tention  to  the  state  of  the  matter 
to  be  inserted,  and  a  vigilant  ob¬ 
servation  of  the  progress  of  the 
vesicles  on  the  part  of  the  operator, 
are  all  essentially  necessary  to  its 
complete  success. 

That  less  enlightened  parents 
should  hesitate  to  accept  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  inoculation,  which  is  not 
perfect  in  all  its  pretensions,  and 
absolutely  and  altogether  effectual 
to  exempt  the  objects  of  their  so¬ 
licitude  from  every  future  possible 
inconvenience,  does  not  surprise 
2  L 
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us ;  but  we  cannot  forbear  to  ex¬ 
press  our  unqualified  reprobation 
of  the  conduct  of  those  medical 
practitioners,  who.  knowing  well, 
that  vaccination  scarcely  occasions 
the  slightest  indisposition,  that  it 
spreads  no  contagion,  that  in  a  very 
large  proportion  of  cases  it  affords 
an  entire  security  against  small¬ 
pox,  and  in  almost  every  instance 
is  a  protection  against  danger  from 
that  disease,  are  yet  hardy  enough 
to  persevere  in  recommending  the 
insertion  of  a  poison,  of  which 
they  cannot  pretend  to  anticipate 
either  the  measure  or  the  issue 
(for  no  discernment  is  able  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  those  constitutions  which 
will  admit  inoculated  small-pox 
with  safety),  and  there  are  some 
families  so  dangerously  affected  by 
all  the  eruptive  diseases,  that  they 
fall  into  imminent  hazard  in  tak¬ 
ing  any  of  them.  This  remark 
has  a  particular  application  to 
small-pox.  A  family  lost  its  two 
first-born  children  of  the  small-pox, 
inoculated  by  two  of  the  most  skil¬ 
ful  surgeons  of  the  time ;  nor  is  it 
improbable  that  the  parents  might 
have  had  to  lament  the  loss  of 
more  children,  under  the  same  for¬ 
midable  disease,  if  the  promulga¬ 
tion  of  the  protecting  influence  of 
vaccination  had  not  happily  inter¬ 
posed  to  rescue  them  from  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  a  repetition  of  the 
fatal  experiment.  Of  their  re¬ 
maining  children,  one  took  the 
small-pox  after  vaccination,  and 
went  through  it  in  that  mild  and 
mitigated  form  which  stamps  a 
value  upon  this  resource,  as  real  in 
the  eye  of  reason  and  sound  philo¬ 
sophy,  as  when  it  prevents  the  ma¬ 
lady  altogether. 

We  have  contended  sir,  for  this 
its  merits,  with  all  the  powers  of 
our  understanding,  and  with  all 
that  just  and  fair  pretension  to  con¬ 


vince  others,  to  which  we  are  en¬ 
titled  by  being  firmly  and  sincerely 
convinced  ourselves.  Nor  shall 
we  relax  in  our  efforts  to  promote 
its  adoption,  but  continue  to  exert 
the  influence  which  the  benevolent 
designs  of  parliament,  in  establish¬ 
ing  this  board,  have  given  us  for 
extending  the  benefits  of  this  salu¬ 
tary  practice. 

That  the  blessing  is  not  yet  ab¬ 
solutely  perfect,  we  are  ready  to 
admit ;  but  when  we  compare  it 
with  inoculation  for  the  small-pox, 
the  only  alternative,  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  stating,  that  the  com¬ 
parison  affords  an  irresistible  proof 
of  its  superior  claims  to  regard ; 
for  we  learn  from  ample  experience 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  small¬ 
pox,  in  the  safe  form  which  it  is 
found  to  assume  after  vaccination^ 
is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deaths  by  inoculation ;  an 
evidence  quite  irrefragable,  and,  as 
it  appears  to  us,  decisive  as  to  the 
incalculable  advantages  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  first  over  that  of  the 
latter  method. 

The  number  of  persons  who 
have  died  of  small-pox  this  year 
within  the  hills  of  mortality  is 
only  508 ;  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  who  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  that  disease  the  year 
before ;  and  as  in  our  last  report 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  stating 
that  more  persons  had  been  vacci¬ 
nated  during  the  preceding  than  in 
any  former  twelve  months,  we 
flatter  ourselves  that  this  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  number  of  deaths  from 
small-pox  may  fairly  he  attributed 
to  the  wider  diffusion  of  vaccination. 

(Signed) 

Henry  Halford,  President. 
Algn.  Frampton,  h  Censors  of 

Tho.  Hume,  f  the  Royal 

Chas.  Badham,  C  College  of 

Robert  Lloyd,  3  Physicians. 
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Everard  Home,  (Master  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons.) 

William  Blizard,  & 

Henry  Cline,  (Governors  of 


the  Royal  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons.) 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

James  Hervey,  M.  D. 

Registrar. 


Substance  of  the  1 6th  Report  of  the  African  Institution. 


This  report  states,  that  from  the 
information  which  has  reached  the 
institution  from  unquestionable 
sources,  and  especially  from  papers 
laid  before  parliament, 

It  appears,  that  the  whole  line  of 
Western  Africa,  from  the  river 
Senegal  to  Benguela — that  is  to 
say,  from  the  latitude  of  about  15 
deg.  north,  to  the  latitude  of  about 
IS  deg.  south — has,  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  swarmed  with  slave  vessels, 
and  that  an  active  and  increasing 
slave  trade  has  also  been  carried  on 
upon  the  eastern  shores  of  that 
continent,  particularly  from  the 
island  of  Zanzehar. 

The  chief  seat  of  this  detestable 
traffic  on  the  west  coast  may  he 
considered  to  be  the  rivers  Bonny 
and  Calabar.  It  was  ascertained 
on  good  authority,  by  captain 
Leeke,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Myr¬ 
midon,  that  from  July,  1820,  to 
October,  1821,  an  interval  of  about 
15  months,  190  slave  ships  had  en¬ 
tered  the  former  river,  and  that 
162  had  entered  the  latter,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  slaves — a 
fact  which  may  afford  some  idea 
of  what  must  have  been  the  dread¬ 
ful  aggregate  cf  misery  inflicted 
during  the  last  year  on  that  un- 
happy  portion  of  the  globe. 

The  report  then  takes  a  view  of 
the  state  of  the  slave  trade  under 
the  different  heads  connected  with 
the  subject,  commencing  with 


Portugal. 

In  this  work  of  iniquity  and  de¬ 
vastation  Portugal  still  takes  a  pro¬ 
minent  part ;  Portugal,  it  will  he 
recollected,  is  the  only  European 
power  that  has  refused  entirely  to 
prohibit  her  subjects  from  trading 
in  slaves.  She  retains  the  guilty 
distinction  of  still  legalizing  a 
traffic  which  she  acknowledges  at 
the  same  time  to  be  a  crime  of  the 
worst  description.  She  engaged, 
it  is  true,  at  the  congress  of 
Vienna,  to  limit  her  slave  trade  to 
her  own  possessions  south  of  the 
equator ;  and  she  held  out  a  qua¬ 
lified  expectation,  that  in  the  year 
1828  it  should  cease  every  where, 
and  for  ever.  Her  restrictive  sti¬ 
pulations,  however,  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  little  benefit  to  North¬ 
ern  Africa,  for  they  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  most  grossly  and  ex¬ 
tensively  violated  by  her  subjects; 
some  even  of  her  public  function¬ 
aries,  governors  of  African  colo¬ 
nies,  have  not  scrupled  by  their 
own  practice,  openly  to  sanction 
the  violation,  and  to  set  at  nought 
the  laws  they  were  hound  to  exe¬ 
cute. 

An  active  slave  trade  has  been 
unceasingly  carried  on  between  the 
adjoining  continent  and  the  islands 
of  Bissao  and  Cape  de  V erd.  These 
islands  are  used  as  depots  for  the 
slaves  taken  thither  in  canoes  and 
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small  vessels,  by  French  and  other 
slave  traders,  with  the  view  of 
being  afterwards  removed  to  the 
Havannah  or  to  the  French  West 
India  islands.  But  it  is  to  the 
rivers  which  run  into  the  Bight  of 
Benin,  and  into  that  of  Biafra, 
that  the  Portuguese  slave  ships 
chiefly  resort.  Many  such  vessels, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  have 
been  found  there  by  his  majesty's 
ships,  completely  furnished  with 
all  the  implements  of  their  criminal 
/raffic,  and  in  a  state  of  readiness 
to  embark  their  human  cargo. 
The  traffic,  however,  has  been  but 
in  a  slight  degree  checked  by  being 
discovered ;  for  as  it  is  only  when 
slaves  have  actually  been  embarked, 
that  they  can  be  seized  by  British 
cruizers,  the  persons  engaged  in 
the  trade  often  take  no  pains  to 
conceal  the  purpose  of  their  voyage; 
on  the  contrary,  they  seem  to  exult 
in  the  mortification,  to  which  our 
naval  officers  are  subjected  in  a 
great  number  of  instances,  of 
being  obliged  by  the  terms  of  the 
conventions  to  leave  them  unmo¬ 
lested. 

The  ordinary  course  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  adopted  not  only  by  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  but  by  all  the  other  slave 
traders  (excepting  the  French, 
who  alone  pursue  their  trade  with¬ 
out  risk  of  capture),  is  to  keep  the 
slaves,  whom  they  purchase,  on 
shore,  until  the  very  day  on  which 
they  may  deem  it  safe  to  commence 
their  voyage ;  and  when  they 
have  ascertained  that  there  are  no 
cruisers  in  the  way  to  obstruct 
their  passage,  they  embark  their 
cargo  and  depart  forthwith  to  their 
destined  place  of  sale.  Such,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  number  of  vessels  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  guilty  commerce, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  facilities 
of  escape  thus  afforded  them,  se¬ 
veral  Portuguese  ships,  loaded  with 


slaves,  have  been  seized  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  and  con- 
deinned  by  the  mixed  commission 
courts. 

The  directors  are  happy  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  Portugal,  as  well  as 
Spain  and  the  Netherlands,  has 
acceded  to  an  important  amend¬ 
ment  in  the  terms  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  for  repressing  the  slave  trade, 
which  is  comprised  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  additional  article,  viz. — 

“  It  is  agreed,  that  if  there  shall 
be  clear  and  undeniable  proof,  that 
a  slave  or  slaves  have  been,  for  the 
purpose  of  illegal  traffic,  put  on 
board  a  vessel  in  the  immediate 
cruise  on  which  the  vessel  shall  be 
captured,  then  and  on  that  account 
according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  the  22nd  day  of  January, 
1815,  and  of  the  additional  con¬ 
vention  of  the  28  th  day  of  July, 
1817,  she  is  to  be  justly  detained 
by  cruisers,  and  finally  condemned' 
by  the  commissioners,  although 
such  slave  or  slaves  shall  not  be 
found  actually  on  board  at  the  time 
of  capture. 

“  The  present  additional  article 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  ef¬ 
fect  as  if  it  were  inserted,  word 
for  word,  in  the  additional  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  28  th  day  of  July, 
1817.” 

At  the  congress  of  Vienna,  as 
has  already  been  remarked,  Portu¬ 
gal  held  out  some  hope  that  in 
1823  she  would  entirely  abolish 
her  slave  trade.  That  hope,  it  is 
greatly  to  be  feared,  will  prove  al¬ 
together  delusive,  as  no  step  ap¬ 
pears  yet  to  have  been  taken  to 
realize  it,  and  as  every  application 
to  that  effect  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  Las  hitherto  been  eluded 
by  the  Portuguese  government. 
The  chief  contracting  powers  at 
the  congress  of  Vienna  had  fore- 
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seen  the  possibility  that  some  one 
•state  might  act  as  Portugal  has 
done.,  and  might  thus  pertinaciously 
refuse  to  abolish  the  slave  trade 
.after  it  had  been  prohibited  by  all 
other  nations;  and  they  declared 
it  to  be  their  purpose,  in  that  case, 
to  exclude  such  state  from  all  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse  with  their  res¬ 
pective  dominions. 

The  crisis,  thus  foreseen  and 
provided  for,  appears  to  have  now 
arrived ;  and  under  that  impres¬ 
sion,  the  address  of  parliament  in 
the  last  session  prayed  his  majesty, 
that  should  Portugal  continue  to 
set  herself  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  moral  feelings  and  concurrent 
wishes  of  the  other  powers,  and 
thus  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  the  ci¬ 
vilization  and  improvement  of 
Africa,  he  would  use  his  influence 
to  induce  those  powers  to  carry  the 
above  purpose  into  effect,  as  it 
would  be  an  act  of  unfaithfulness 
to  their  own  solemn  and  impera¬ 
tive  obligations,  if,  in  that  case, 
they  were  to  rest  any  longer  satis¬ 
fied,  as  heretofore,  with  mere  en¬ 
treaties  and  remonstrances. 

What  has  been  the  result  of  this 
representation,  or  whether  any  such 
representation  has  been  made,  is 
unknown  to  the  directors.  The 
revolution  which  has  recently  oc¬ 
curred  in  Portugal  may  possibly 
have  interrupted  the  negotiations 
on  that  subject.  But  it  suggests 
.also  a  hope  that  the  Portuguese 
nation,  in  vigorously  asserting  its 
own  rights,  will  not  be  forgetful 
of  the  equally  sacred  rights  of  their 
African  brethren,  and  that  they 
will  allow  the  voice  of  justice  and 
humanity  to  be  heard  among  them. 
Much  may  also  be  anticipated  from 
that  diffusion  of  information  on 
the  subject,  which  the  liberty  of 
the  Portuguese  press  will  now  fa¬ 
cilitate,  and  by  which  the  public 


opinion  may  be  enlightened,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Portuguese 
Cortes  eventually  influenced. 

The  measures  which  have  al¬ 
ready  been  adopted  with  this  view 
will  be  adverted  to  in  another  part 
of  the  report.  But  whether  these 
measures  shall  or  shall  not  be  ef¬ 
fectual,  it  seems  still  in  the  high¬ 
est  degree  obligatory  on  the  great 
powers  who  were  parties  to  the 
negotiations  at  Vienna,  to  use'  all 
the  means  they  possess  for  secur¬ 
ing  the  performance  of  the  stipula¬ 
tions  then  made  in  favour  of  the 
African  race.  Portugal  might 
also  be  urged  to  the  course  which 
justice  and  humanity  require  of 
her,  not  only  by  a  regard  to  her  com¬ 
mercial  interests,  which  would 
suffer  from  her  pertinacity  should 
the  threat  held  out  at  Vienna  be 
executed,  but  by  considerations  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  the  very 
existence  of  her  colonial  power ; 
for  while  the  provinces  which  for¬ 
merly  belonged  to  Spain  on  the 
American  continent,  and  which 
almost  surround  Brazil,  have  pro¬ 
claimed  with  one  voice  the  eman¬ 
cipation  of  their  bondsmen,  and 
while  the  political  agitations  which 
prevail  in  Brazil  itself  must  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  produce  a 
fermentation  in  the  minds  of  its 
black  and  coloured  population, 
Portugal  cannot  be  so  infatuated 
as  to  believe  that  she  may  continue 
with  impunity  annually  to  im¬ 
port  into  that  colony  tens  of 
thousands  of  enslaved  Africans, 
smarting  under  the  sense  of  recent 
injury,  and  eager  to  break  the 
chains  to  which  they  are  still  un¬ 
accustomed. 

Spain. 

The  report  points  out  the  re¬ 
luctance  evinced  by  the  govern- 
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raent  of  this  country  to  relinquish 
the  slave  trade.  On  the  27th  of 
August  last,  however,  the  Spanish 
minister  declared  that  orders  had 
been  given  for  the  punctual  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  treaty  on  this 
subject,  and  in  January  last,  an 
article  for  repressing  the  trade  was, 
on  the  motion  of  Count  de  Torreno, 
introduced  into  the  criminal  code 
of  Spain. 

How  this  article,  in  the  event 
of  its  receiving  the  royal  sanction, 
when  submitted  with  the  rest  of 
the  criminal  code  to  the  king,  will 
be  executed  in  Cuba  and  Porto 
Rico,  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
Cortes,  however,  appear  to  have 
acted  in  good  faith ;  and  the 
whole  tone  of  their  proceedings  is 
indicative  of  a  cordial  desire  ef¬ 
fectually  to  suppress  the  slave  trade. 

Our  ambassador  at  Madrid,  in 
communicating  the  above  decree 
to  lord  Londonderry,  takes  occasion 
to  express  his  conviction  “  that 
the  Spanish  government  will  lend 
us  every  assistance  for  effectually 
carrying  into  execution  the  exist¬ 
ing  treaties  for  the  abolition  of  that 
nefarious  commerce.” 

As  yet,  however,  there  has  been 
no  relaxation  of  that  trade  in 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.  F ewer  ves¬ 
sels,  indeed,  have  appeared  on  the 
African  coast  during  the  last  year 
under  the  Spanish  flag ;  but  the 
importations  into  the  island  of 
Cuba,  especially  under  the  flag  of 
France,  have  been  large ;  while 
the  only  attempt  made  there  to 
check  them  by  bringing  one  of  the 
vessels  so  employed  before  the 
mixed  commission  court  of  that 
place,  proved  abortive.  The  whole 
number  of  Spanisli  slave  ships 
condemned  at  Sierra  Leone  by  the 
mixed  commission  court,  has  been 
eleven,  of  which  three  were  con¬ 
demned  during  the  last  year. 


The  directors  have  already  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  gratifying  circum¬ 
stance,  that  throughout  the  whole 
range  of  Spanish  America,  now 
become  independent,  not  only  has 
the  slave  trade  been  effectually 
prohibited,  but  the  very  incentive 
to  this  crime  has  been  removed, 
by  providing  for  the  early  and 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery  itself. 
All  persons  of  every  colour,  born 
subjects  of  the  independent  states, 
have  been  declared  free  from  their 
birth.  And  whatever  other  varia¬ 
tions  may  appear  in  the  plan  of 
the  constitutions  to  be  adopted  by 
the  several  independent  govern¬ 
ments,  all  have  agreed,  that  dif¬ 
ference  of  colour  shall  not  produce 
any  difference  in  the  civil  condi¬ 
tion  of  their  subjects.  Even  in 
Mexico  the  Indians  and  Africans 
are  entitled  to  the  same  civil  and 
political  privileges  as  the  whites. 

Netherlands. 

In  the  supplementary  report  of 
last  year,  a  detailed  account  was 
given  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
treaties  and  abolition-laws  of  the 
Netherlands  had  been  violated,  by 
the  large  importation  of  slaves 
into  Surinam,  which  had  been 
openly  permitted  by  the  local  au¬ 
thorities  ,•  and  of  the  remon¬ 
strances  made  by  our  government, 
with  a  view  to  put  a  stop  to  this 
breach  of  faith.  In  consequence 
of  these  remonstrances,  the  king 
of  the  Netherlands  issued,  on  the 
21st  of  April,  1821,  a  new  decree 
on  the  subject,  which,  though  it 
professed  to  prohibit  and  punish 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  Su¬ 
rinam,  did,  in  fact,  only  open  the 
ports  of  that  colony  more  widely 
for  their  admission;  diminishing 
at  the  same  time,  instead  of  raising. 
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the  penalties  attached  to  such  im¬ 
portations  as  might  still  be  deemed 
illicit.  The  attention  of  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s- minister  for  foreign  affairs 
was  earlv  directed  to  this  extraor- 
dinary  decree.  The  result  appears 
to  be.,  that  no  effectual  legal  check 
has  yet  been  put  to  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  Dutch  colonies. 
This  statement  is  confirmed  by  a 
letter,  dated  from  that  colony  in 
F ebruary  last ;  the  writer  of  which 
affirms,  “  that  thousands  of  new 
negroes  have  been  imported  into 
Surinam  since  the  mixed  commis¬ 
sion  had  been  sitting  there  ;  and 
that  there  was  no  doubt  the  im¬ 
portations  would  be  continued,  un¬ 
less  very  strong  and  decisive  mea¬ 
sures  were  adopted.” 

France. 

It  appears  from  what  is  stated 
under  this  head,  that  the  slave 
trade,  carried  on  under  the  flag  of 
F ranee,  has  maintained  during  the 
last,  as  in  former  years,  its  guilty 
pre-eminence. 

Although  a  French  squadron 
has  for  some  time  been  stationed 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  ex¬ 
press  purpose  of  suppressing  the 
slave  trade,  no  useful  effort  appears 
to  have  been  made  by  it.  While 
the  slave  ships  of  France  are  to  be 
found  on  every  part  of  the  coast, 
the  French  cruisers  have  not,  as 
far  as  is  known,  made  a  single 
capture.  They  have  even  met 
with  ships  trading  for  slaves  under 
the  flag  of  France,  and  after  ex¬ 
changing  civilities  with  them, 
have  left  them  unmolested  to  pur¬ 
sue  their  illegal  and  criminal  traffic. 
It  is  even  affirmed,  that  they  are 
without  any  instructions  from  their 
government  to  seize  French  slave 
ships.  The  ground  of  this  state¬ 


ment  is  set  forth  in  the  appendix 
to  the  report,  with  the  view  of 
affording  to  those  concerned,  an 
opportunity  of  contradicting  so  op¬ 
probrious  a  charge. 

At  Senegal  and  Goree,  which 
form  the  head-quarters  of  the 
squadron,  the  merchants,  and  even 
some  public  functionaries,  are  still 
deeply  engaged  in  this  traffic.  Few 
large  ships,  indeed,  now  export 
slaves  from  these  settlements.  The 
trade  is  chiefly  conducted  in  small 
craft,  which  pass  from  the  African 
continent  to  the  Portuguese  islands 
of  Bissao  and  Cape  de  Verd,  and 
there  deposit  their  slaves  :  the  only 
effect,  even  at  Senegal  and  Goree, 
of  all  the  vaunted  measures  of  re¬ 
pression  adopted  by  the  French 
government  being  this— -that  some 
additional  caution  is  used  in  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  trade.  In 
other  parts  of  the  coast,  the  Bri¬ 
tish  cruisers,  wherever  they  touch, 
find  the  French  flag  spreading  its 
protection  over  an  immense  num¬ 
ber  of  slave  ships.  The  coast  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  almost  covered  with 
them. 

In  January  last,  at  the  Gallinas, 
a  small  river,  only  about  100  miles 
south  of  Sierra  Leone,  three 
French  ships  were  engaged  in  pur¬ 
chasing  slaves,  a  large  ship  of  the 
same  nation,  fully  laden  with 
slaves,  having  just  sailed.  Capt. 
Leeke,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Myr¬ 
midon,  visited  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  in  the  Bight  of  Biafra 
lb  slave  ships,  many  of  them 
French.  In  October,  1821,  lieut. 
Wright,  of  the  Snapper,  during  a 
cruise  of  only  ten  days  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cape  Mount, 
fell  in  with  nine  slave  ships.  One 
was  a  Dutch  vessel,  full  of  slaves, 
which  escaped ;  the  other  eight 
were  French,  several  of  them  full 
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of  slaves.  One  of  these  was  a 
vessel  which  had  been  detained  on 
a  former  voyage  by  sir  George 
Collier,  and  sent  to  Senegal  for 
adjudication ;  hut  was  retaken  by 
the  crew  on  her  passage  to  that 
river.  The  present  was  her  third 
successful  slave  voyage.  In  the 
month  of  December  last,  four 
French  slave  ships  were  visited  by 
lieutenant  Hagan,  of  his  majesty’s 
ship  Thistle.  They  had  been 
visited  a  few  days  before  by  his 
most  Christian  majesty’s  ship,,  Le 
Huron,  capitaine  Mauduit  Du- 
plessis,  from  whom  they  appeared 
to  have  received  no  disturbance. 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  occupy 
the  time  of  the  meeting  with  these 
minute  details  respecting  the 
French  slave  trade  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa.  The  enormous 
extent  to  which  it  is  carried  will 
be  found  fully  attested  by  a  great 
variety  of  documents,  especially 
by  the  recent  communications  of 
sir  Charles  McCarthy ;  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  mixed  com¬ 
mission  court ;  and  of  different 
naval  officers ;  and  above  all,  by 
those  of  sir  George  Collier,  the 
late  commodore  on  the  African 
station.  These  communications 
will  be  read  with  a  deep  and  pain¬ 
ful  interest. 

But  the  ravages  of  the  French 
slave  traders  are  not  confined  to 
the  western  shores  of  that  devoted 
continent.  The  eastern  coast,  and 
especially  the  island  of  Zanzebar 
(of  which  a  copious  account  was 
given  in  the  last  report),  have  re¬ 
cently  attracted  the  cupidity  of 
these  lawless  adventurers ;  and  an 
extensive  traffic  has  been  carried 
on  thence  for  the  supply  not  only 
of  the  isle  of  Bourbon,  but  even  of 
the  island  of  Cuba. 

A  vessel,  with  344  slaves  on 


board,  named  Le  Succes,  was  de¬ 
tained  in  April,  1821,  by  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  ship  Menai,  captain  Moresby, 
and  carried  into  the  isle  of  France, 
where  no  claim  of  possession  or 
property  being  preferred,  she  was 
condemned,  and  the  slaves  liberated. 
The  correspondence  and  other 
documents  found  on  board  this 
ship,  and  duly  authenticated  by 
the  vice-admiralty  court,  throw  a 
flood  of  light  on  the  enormities  of 
this  traffic,  as  it  is  now  carried  on 
by  the  subjects  of  France.  For 
particulars,  the  directors  must 
refer  the  friends  of  the  institution 
to  the  papers  themselves,  which 
are  too  voluminous  to  be  even  ab¬ 
stracted  in  this  place.  It  will  be 
sufficient  to  mention  here,  that 
this  very  vessel,  Le  Succes,  has 
already  made  a  successful  slave 
voyage  from  Zanzebar  to  the  isle 
of  Bourbon,  where  she  had  safely 
landed  248  slaves ;  that  the 
governor,  M.  Mylius,  having  been 
informed  of  the  transaction,  had 
instituted  judicial  proceedings 
against  her ;  but  that  the  judges, 
whose  office  it  was  to  try  the 
cause,  having  themselves  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  crime  by  purchasing 
some  of  her  slaves,  concurred  in 
acquitting  her ;  and  that,  encour¬ 
aged  by  this  impunity,  she  was 
immediately  despatched  for  another 
cargo  of  Africans,  and  was  return¬ 
ing  with  them  to  the  isle  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  when  she  was  detained  by  the 
Menai. 

Nothing  is  more  worthy  of 
notice  in  this  correspondence  than 
the  thorough  hatred  which  slave 
traders  appear  to  have  entertained 
for  governor  Mylius,  who  has 
since  unfortunately  been  recalled, 
and  whom  they  pay  this  nation 
the  compliment  to  accuse  of  “  An¬ 
glomania  and  Philanthropy,” 
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merely,  as  it  would  appear,  because 
he  was  determined  conscientiously 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  was  alive  to  the  calls  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  justice. 

A  variety  of  other  proofs  will 
be  found  in  the  appendix,  of  the 
pertinacity  with  which  the  slave 
trade  is  carried  on  under  the 
French  flag,  as  well  as  of  the  im¬ 
punity  with  which  its  prosecution 
is  almost  uniformly  attended.  The 
directors  would  more  particularly 
refer  to  the  letter  of  M.  Berthier, 
a  merchant  of  Nantes,  dated  in 
February,  1821,  in  which  he 
openly  proposes  to  his  correspond¬ 
ents  a  participation  in  a  slaving 
adventure ;  and  to  the  fact  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  captain  of  Le  Succes, 
that  at  one  time  24  ships  were 
fitting  out  at  that  place  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  odious  com¬ 
merce. 

This  state  of  things  may  be 
considered  as  arising  in  part  from 
a  want  of  due  vigilance  in  the 
.public  functionaries.  It  is  mainly, 
however,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
defectiveness  of  the  laws  abolish¬ 
ing  the  slave  trade ;  and  this  is  an 
evil  which  it  is  impossible  not  to 
regard  as  chargeable  to  the  account 
of  the  government'  and  the  legisla¬ 
ture. 

Even  if  the  penalty  of  confisca¬ 
tion,  the  only  one  which  attaches 
to  the  violation  of  the  French 
abolition  laws,  were  more  fre¬ 
quently  enforced  than  it  is,  it 
would  do  little  to  arrest  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  slave  trade ;  the  risk 
of  capture  and  condemnation  being 
f  so  small  as  to  be  easily  insurable. 
At  present  the  rate  of  insurance 
:  does  not  exceed  15  or  20  per  cent, 
while  the  gains  of  the  trade  are 
proved  to  amount  to  from  200  to 
400  per  cent.  It  appears  from 
the  papers  found  on  board  Le 


Succes,  that  248  slaves  which  she 
landed  in  the  isle  of  Bourbon  in 
her  first  voyage,  cost  only  9,943 
dollars;  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  these  slaves  amounted 
to  29,564  dollars.  The  344  slaves 
which  she  took  on  board,  on  her 
second  voyage,  cost  only  10,214 
dollars;  and  would  have  yielded, 
if  sold  at  the  same  rate  with  the 
former  cargo,  upwards  of  40,000 
dollars.  In  like  manner,  the 
authentic  prospectus  of  a  slave 
voyage  from  Havre,  inserted  in 
the  appendix  to  the  report  of  last 
year,  exhibits  on  an  outfit  of 
53,000  francs,  a  nett  profit  of 
upwards  of  166,000  francs.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  in  the 
present  state  of  the  French  law, 
even  if  the  government  were 
really  desirous  of  suppressing  the 
slave  trade,  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  it  should  fail  to  be  carried  on 
to  a  great  extent.  Its  gains  are 
large  and  certain,  and  the  risk 
attending  it  is  small ;  while  in  the 
case  of  a  judicial  conviction,  fol¬ 
lowed  only  by  a  confiscation  of  the 
property,  no  discredit  attaches  to 
the  offender,  which  affects  in  the 
slightest  degree  his  standing  and 
estimation  in  society. 

The  directors,  therefore,  feel 
fully  persuaded,  that  until  the 
laws  of  France  shall  be  so  far 
altered  as  to  place  the  slave  trader 
in  the  list  of  criminals  whose 
offence  is  to  be  visited  with  an 
infamous  punishment,  little  hope 
can  be  entertained  of  any  material 
diminution  in  the  existing  slave 
trade  of  France.  Without  such  a 
change  in  the  law,  no  value  can 
be  attached  to  the  professions  and 
engagements  of  the  government  of 
France.  Its  good  faith  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  subject  of  suspi¬ 
cion  ;  and  its  flag  will  continue  to 
be  the  cover  for  the  atrocities  of 
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its  own  subjects,  and  for  those  of 
the  ruffians  of  every  other  country 
who  carry  on  this  traffic  of  blood 
and  desolation. 

The  same  view  of  the  subject 
has  happily  been  adopted  by  the 
friends  of  humanity  in  France 
itself ;  and  they  have  loudly  called 
for  the  infliction  of  an  infamous 
punishment  on  the  slave  trader,  as 
a  measure  of  imperious  and  indis¬ 
pensable  necessity,  both  to  the 
ends  of  justice  and  the  vindication 
of  the  national  honour. 

In  the  session  of  1821,  as  well 
as  in  that  of  the  present  year, 
various  important  discussions  have 
taken  place  on  this  subject  in  the 
legislative  chambers ;  and  although 
the  French  government  has  not 
yet  been  induced  to  fulfil  its  dis¬ 
tinct  and  reiterated  promise  to 
make  the  abolition  laws  more 
severe  and  efficacious ;  although, 
on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  have 
become  more  reluctant  than  ever 
to  adopt  the  measures  required  for 
its  repression;  yet  good  may  be 
expected  to  arise  from  the  frequent 
agitation  of  the  question.  Inform¬ 
ation  will  in  this  way  be  exten¬ 
sively  diffused,  public  feeling  ex¬ 
cited,  and  a  direction  given  to 
public  opinion,  which  cannot  fail 
to  produce  in  no  long  time  impor¬ 
tant  results. 

United  States. 

The  report  does  ample  justice 
to  the  government  and  legislature 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  desire 
they  have  manifested  to  put  an 
end  to  the  slave  trade.  The 
activity  of  their  cruisers  has  been 
great,  and  five  slave  ships,  sus¬ 
pected  of  being  American  property, 
under  foreign  flags,  were  condemn¬ 
ed  in  the  vice-admiralty  courts, 
previously  to  January,  1821. 


An  elaborate  opinion  was  pro«* 
nounced  by  Judge  Van  Ness,  in 
one  of  these  cases,  which  deserves 
to  be  recorded.  Fie  intimated, 
that  even  if  the  ship  and  cargo  in 
question,  taken  under  the  Spanish 
flag,  had  not  been  proved  to  be 
American  property,  he  would  have 
held  that  the  demand  of  restitu¬ 
tion  by  the  Spanish  claimant  ought 
to  be  rejected,  on  the  ground  that 
the  trade  being  pronounced  illegal, 
and  even  criminal,  by  the  munici¬ 
pal  laws  of  Spain,  and  the  pro- 
perty  being  liable  to  confiscation  in 
the  courts  of  his  own  country,  no 
Spanish  subject  could  have  a  right 
to  claim  restitution  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  He  even 
went  so  far  as  to  suggest  whether 
a  much  broader  principle  might 
not  now  be  fairly  applied  to  cases 
of  this  description  ;  wdiether,  that 
is  to  say,  this  species  of  commerce 
ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  having 
altogether  ceased  to  be  juris  gen¬ 
tium ,  and  to  be  treated,  therefore, 
as  wholly  out  of  the  protection  of 
the  law'-  of  nations. 

The  pertinacity  with  which 
some  of  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States  still  adhered  to  this  infamous 
commerce  induced  the  American 
legislature,  as  was  stated  in  the 
introduction  to  the  supplementary 
report  of  last  year,  to  go  a  step 
beyond  any  other  nation,  even 
beyond  Great  Britain  herself,  in 
its  measures  of  repression.  An 
act  has  been  passed,  declaring  the 
crime  of  slave  trading  by  American 
ships,  or  American  subjects,  to  be 
piracy,  and  as  such  affixing  to  it 
the  punishment  of  death. 

By  this  decisive  proceeding,  the 
United  States  have  probably  done 
much  to  check  the  cupidity  of  such 
of  their  own  subjects  as  could  not 
be  restrained  by  feebler  means 
from  the  perpetration  of  this  gain- 
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fiil  crime.  An  example  has  thus 
also  been  given  to  other  Christian 
governments,  which  Great  Britain, 
we  doubt  not,  will  he  the  first  to 
emulate,  and  which  we  may  hope 
will  in  no  long  time  be  followed 
by  others,  until  the  identity  of 
the  slave  trade  with  piracy  shall 
form  a  part  of  the  international 
policy  of  the  whole  civilized 
world. 

Another  important  document 
has  reached  the  directors  from  the 
United  States.  It  is  the  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives,  in  the  session  of 
1820  and  1821,  relative  to  the 
mutual  exercise  of  the  right  of 
search  by  Great  Britain  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  a  view  to  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  the  slave  trade.  This 
report  contains  a  clear  and  decided 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  exercise 
of  such  a  right,  as  the  only  effec¬ 
tual  means  of  suppressing  the  slave 
trade ;  while  it  demonstrates  that 
its  use  involves  no  sacrifice  of 
national  interest,  nor  any  compro¬ 
mise  of  national  honour. 

The  arguments  by  which  this 
opinion  is  maintained,  the  directors 
conceive  to  be  perfectly  conclu¬ 
sive  ;  and  they  trust,  will  be 
available  not  only  to  the  immediate 
end  for  which  they  were  employed 
- — that  of  inducing  the  American 
government  to  agree  to  the  exercise, 
with  a  view  to  the  extinction  of 
the  slave  trade,  of  a  qualified  right 
of  search — but  will  serve  also  to 
overcome  the  scruples  which  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  felt  in  France  on  this 
subject. 

It  seems  impossible  that  France 
should  still  contend  that  the 
honour  of  her  flag  would  be  tar¬ 
nished  by  a  proceeding  to  which 
the  great  maritime  states  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  America  submit,  for  the 
sake  of  an  object,  the  “justness 


and  nobleness  of  which,”  to  use 
the  language  of  the  American 
report,  “are  Worthy  of  the  com¬ 
bined  concern  of  all  Christian  na¬ 
tions.” 

A  correspondence  which  follow¬ 
ed  on  this  subject  between  Mr. 
Stratford  Canning,  our  ambassador 
at  Washington,  and  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  American  govern- 
ment,  the  directors  are  sorry  to 
add,  manifest  a  strong  repugnance, 
on  the  part  of  that  government,  to 
the  measure  recommended  by  the 
committee.  This  sentiment,  how¬ 
ever,  appears  to  be  confined  to  the 
executive ;  for,  notwithstanding 
the  arguments  so  recently  urged 
by  the  American  secretary  of  state, 
a  report  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  presented  during 
its  last  sessions  (that  of  1821 
1822),  concurs  entirely  in  the 
view  taken  the  year  before  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and 
earnestly  urges  the  adoption  of  the 
proposed  expedient  of  a  reciprocal 
right  of  search,  as  a  measure  most 
desirable  under  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  case,  and  which 
may  be  so  guarded  from  abuse  as 
to  be  productive  of  little  or  no  in¬ 
convenience. 

On  the  grounds  so  ably  stated 
in  this  report,  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  requesting  the  president 
“  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
as  he  may  deem  suitable  and 
proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe,  for 
the  more  effectual  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade.”  The  result 
of  the  negotiations  which  have 
probably  followed  this  resolution 
has  not  yet  been  made  known. 

Madagascar. 

Under  this  head  it  is  mentioned 
that  the  treaty  concluded  by 
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governor  Farquhar  with  Radama, 
king  of  Madagascar,  has  been 
maintained  inviolate,  and  that 
every  attempt  to  elude  its  benefi¬ 
cent  provisions  had  been  defeated. 

One  of  the  conditions  of  this 
treaty  was,  that  twenty  Madagascar 
youths  should  be  taken  under  the 
care  of  the  British  government; 
and  that  ten  of  them  should  be 
placed  at  the  isle  of  France,  there 
to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  cer¬ 
tain  useful  arts,  and  that  the  other 
ten  should  be  sent  to  England  for 
the  same  purpose.  This  condition 
has  been  fulfilled  :  ten  youths  are 
now  in  a  course  of  instruction  at 
the  isle  of  France;  and  nine 
others,  accompanied  by  prince 
Rataffe,  a  near  relation  of  king 
Radama,  came  to  England  about  a 
year  ago.  Prince  Rataffe,  after 
spending  a  few  months  in  this 
country,  returned  to  Madagascar, 
leaving  his  companions  to  pursue 
their  education.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  in  England,  a  deputation 
of  the  directors  waited  upon  him 
to  express  the  gratification  they 
had  derived  from  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  king  of  Madagascar 
ior  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade; 
and  their  readiness  to  aid,  by 
-every  means  in  their  power,  his 
plan  for  the  improvement  of  his 
country. 

The  above  extracts  form  part  of 
the  facts  and  details  given  in  the 
report.  The  directors  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  considerable  success 
in  their  plan  of  diffusing  in  foreign 
countries  information  respecting 
the  real  nature  of  the  slave  trade. 
Much  has  already  been  done  in 
printing  tracts,  speeches,  &c.,  in 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  Portu¬ 
guese  languages.  This  plan, 
however,  is  attended  with  consi¬ 
derable  expense ;  and  it  is  stated 
that  further  efforts  of  the  same 


kind  which  are  in  contemplation 
cannot  be  executed  in  consequence 
of  the  low  state  of  the  society’s 
funds.  Much  that  has  already 
been  accomplished,  it  appears, 
must  have  been  left  undone  had  it 
not  been  for  the  silent  and  unos¬ 
tentatious  liberality  of  some  indi¬ 
viduals  of  the  Society  of  F riends ; 
but  further  aid  is  wanted,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  confidence, 
with  which  the  directors  express 
their  persuasion  “  that  the  British 
public  will  never  suffer  such  a 
cause  to  fail  for  want  of  support,” 
will  be  fully  justified  by  the 
event. 

The  report,  after  describing  the 
advantages  which  the  unfortunate 
Africans,  rescued  from  the  holds 
of  slave  ships,  enjoy  in  the  colony 
of  Sierra  Leone,  concludes  with 
the  following  passages : 

“  How  different,  or  rather  how 
opposite,  in  all  particulars,  is  the 
scene  exhibited  to  the  world  in  all 
the  provinces  of  Africa  that  are 
under  the  dominion  of  the  crown 
of  France  !  While  we  cannot  but 
feel  confident  that  what  has  been 
accomplished  at  Sierra  Leone  will 
have  the  effect  of  vindicating  the 
much-injured  natives  of  Africa 
from  those  imputations  of  infe¬ 
riority  to  the  rest  of  the  species 
which  have  been  so  unjustly  cast 
on  them,  we  cannot  also  but  in¬ 
dulge  the  hope,  that  if  our  neigh¬ 
bours  of  France  will  not  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  a  higher  motive,  we  shall 
surely  shame  them  out  of  holding 
forth  such  a  humiliating  and  dis¬ 
graceful  contrast  to  the  example 
of  this  country,  as  will  be  afforded 
by  their  still  continuing  to  diffuse 
desolation  and  misery  throughout 
that  unhappy  land. 

“  But  a  claim,  a  strong  and  un¬ 
questionable  claim,  results  hence 
on  Great  Britain  also.  Let  it  be 


PUBLIC  I)  OCU  M  E  N  T  S. 


525 


j  I'k'meinbered,  that  the  countries  in 
Africa  now  subject  to  the  French 
i:  dominion  were  restored  to  them 
<  by  us  at  the  peace  of  Paris ;  and 
|  how  can  we  acquit  ourselves  of 
j  the .  crime  of  having  made  the 
|  restitution  without  some  effectual 
I  security  for  continuing  to  the 
|  natives  the  enjoyment  of  the  bless¬ 
ings  which  they  had  possessed 
|  while  in  our  hands,  or  at  least  an 
;  exemption  from  the  miseries  they 
!  are  now  enduring  by  the  revival 
ot  the  slave-trade  ?  Honest  indus- 
'  try,  and  a  bloodless  commerce,  had 
[  taken  the  place  of  fraud  and  de- 
■  predation,  while  civil  and  social 
:  improvement  were  advancing  with 
rapid  steps.  If  these  blessings 
f  have  been  lost  to  the  unhappy 
>  natives  through  our  improvidence, 
i  and  if  all,  on  the  contrary,  is  now 
one  wretched  scene  of  guilt  and 
misery,  surely  a  strong  and  addi- 
:  tional  incentive  is  supplied  to  us 
:for  using  our  utmost  efforts,  not, 

]  alas !  to  undo  the  mischief  that 
ihas  been  done,  for  that  is  impossi¬ 
ble,  but  to  produce  in  our  neigh¬ 


bours  of  France  a  disposition  to 
imitate  our  example,  not  only  in 
our  crime,  but  in  our  repentance. 
It  has  been  reserved  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  age  to  verify,  if  not  to  dis¬ 
cover,  the  important  fact,  that  the 
small  contributions  of  the  many 
are  more  productive  than  the 
larger  donations  of  the  few ;  and 
we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  bulk 
of  our  population  will  join  with 
the  more  affluent,  in  paying  back 
a  part  of  that  heavy  arrear  which, 
on  grounds  of  strict  justice,  the 
natives  of  Africa  powerfully, 
though  silently,  claim  at  our 
hands.  All  especially,  who  are 
interested  for  the  progress  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  must  feel  the  force  of  this 
appeal.  The  anarchy,  and  the 
consequent  insecurity  of  person 
and  property,  that  are  the  sure 
results  of  the  slave  trade,  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  the  entrance  of 
Christian  light  into  the  benighted 
egi  ons  in  which  it  prevails.  The 
dove  can  find  no  rest  for  the  sole 
of  its  foot  in  that  field  of  blood 
and  desolation.” 


II. — F  OREIGN. 


Speech  of  the  King  of  France  at  the  opening  of  the  Session ,  on 
Monday  the  5th  of  November,  1821. 


te  Gentlemen  ; — It  is  with  con¬ 
fidence,  and  on  the  present  occasion 
under  favourable  auspices,  that  I 
come  to  open  this  session. 

“  In  preceding  years  I  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  participate  my  griefs  with 
you. 

"  More  happy  now,  I  have  only 
to  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  constant  protection  which 
he  has  vouchsafed  to  France.  The 


son,  with  which  Heaven  has 
soothed  my  sorrows,  grows  with 
the  public  prosperity,  and  conti¬ 
nues  to  be  to  me  a  source  of  confi¬ 
dence  and  hope.  This  child,  my 
heart  assures  me,  will  be  worthy 
of  us  ;  he  will  merit  the  love  with 
which  my  subjects  surround  his 
cradle. 

“  My  relations  with  foreign 
powers  have  never  ceased  to  be 
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amicable,  and  I  have  a  firm  confi¬ 
dence  that  they  '  will  continue  to 
be  so. 

Great  calamities  afflict  the 
East.  Let  us  hope  that  they 
approach  their  termination,  and 
that  the  prudence  and  cordiality  of 
all  the  powers  will  find  the  means 
of  satisfying  what  religion,  policy, 
and  humanity,  may  justly  demand. 

“  The  naval  force  which,  under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  sta¬ 
tioned  in  the  seas  of  the  Levant, 
has  accomplished  the  object  which 
I  contemplated.  Our  ships  have 
always  effectually  protected  my 
subjects,  and  often  they  have  af¬ 
forded  to  misfortune  a  timely  aid. 

A  destructive  scourge  deso¬ 
lates  a  portion  of  Spain ;  I  have 
prescribed,  and  1  will  maintain 
the  rigorous  precautions  which 
protect  our  coasts  and  frontiers 
from  the  contagion. 

“  If  we  take  a  view  of  our 
domestic  state,  what  motives  have 
we  not  to  bless  Providence.  The 
sensible  progress  of  industry,  agri¬ 
culture,  and  the  arts,  attests  that 
of  commerce  !  and  very  soon  new 
channels,  by  multiplying  the  means 
of  communication  and  traffic,  will 
extend  the  general  good  to  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

“  The  prosperity  of  the  finances, 
the  intelligible  exposition  of  the 
public  accounts,  and  fidelity  to 
engagements,  have  consolidated 
public  credit,  and  increased  the 
resources  of  the  state. 

The  period  at  which  I  have 
convoked  you,  and  the  orders 
which  I  have  given  that  the  fi¬ 
nancial  laws  should  be  first  sub¬ 
mitted  to  you,  sufficiently  manifest 
my  desire  to  put  an  end  to  provi¬ 
sional  grants  :  the  Chambers  will, 
doubtless,  be  eager  to  second  my 
intentions. 

“  Our  auspicious  situation,  and 


the  return  of  internal  and  external 
tranquillity,  have  already  admitted 
of  a  diminution  in  one  of  the  most 
onerous  of  the  taxes — that  which 
attacks  reproduction  in  its  source, 
by  overcharging  landed  property. 
Next  year,  those  so  assessed  will 
wholly  enjoy  this  reduction.  I 
desire  that  successively,  and  as 
soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  state 
and  the  dignity  of  France  will 
permit,  the  various  taxes  which 
constitute  the  public  revenue  shall 
be  investigated,  and  if  it  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  diminished,  or  better  as¬ 
sessed. 

“  The  laws  are  respected,  and 
the  depositaries  of  my  power  be¬ 
come  every  day  more  and  more 
imbued  -with  their  spirit.  Order 
and  discipline  reign  in  the  army. 

“  Everywhere  passions  are  sub¬ 
siding,  and  suspicions  wearing 
away ;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
acknowledge,  gentlemen,  that  by 
your  loyal  co-operation  you  have 
powerfully  contributed  to  all  this 
good. 

“  Let  us  persevere  in  the  wise 
measures  to  which  such  prosperous 
results  must  be  attributed.  Let 
us  persevere  in  that  unity  of  views 
which  has  so  efficaciously  disarmed 
malevolence,  and  check  the  last 
efforts  of  the  spirit  of  trouble  and 
disorder. 

“  In  this  the  repose  of  Europe 
is  not  less  interested  than  ours. 
It  is  thus  that  all  the  generous 
sentiments  will  be  developed  with 
which  you  know  all  hearts  abound; 
and  that  you  will  establish  upon 
the  gratitude,  the  love,  and  the 
respect  of  my  subjects,  the  throne 
which  protects  the  liberties  of  all.” 
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Speech  of  the  King  of  France,  on  opening  the  Session  of  the 
Chambers ,  on  Tuesday  the  4 ih  of  June. 


u  Gentlemen  ;  ■ —  Tlie  necessity 
which  has  long  been  felt  of  freeing 
the  administration  of  the  finances 
from  those  proyisional  measures  to 
which  it  has  been  necessary  hi¬ 
therto  to  recur,  has  determined 
me,  this  year,  to  anticipate  the 
period  of  your  convocation.  In 
exacting  from  you  this  new  sacri¬ 
fice,  I  rely  upon  the  zeal  and  de¬ 
votion  of  which  you  have  given  me 
so  many  proofs. 

“  Providence  has  preserved  the 
infant  which  it  has  given  to  us, 
and  it  is  pleasing  for  me  to  hope 
that  he  is  destined  to  repair  the 
losses  and  the  misfortunes  which 
have  befallen  my  family  and  peo- 
pie. 

“  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
announce  to  you,  that  my  rela¬ 
tions  with  foreign  powers  continue 
to  he  of  the  most  amicable  nature. 
A  perfect  unanimity  has  directed 
the  efforts,  daily  concerted  between 
my  allies  and  myself,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  calamities  which  oppress 
the  East,  and  which  afflict  hu¬ 
manity.  I  cherish  the  hope  of 
.seeing  tranquillity  restored  in  those 
countries  without  the  occurrence 
of  a  new  war  to  aggravate  their 
miseries. 

((  The  naval  force  which  I 
maintain  in  the  Levant  has  ful¬ 
filled  its  destination,  in  protecting 
| my  subjects,  and  in  affording  aid 
to  the  unfortunate,  whose  grati¬ 
tude  has  been  the  reward  of  our 
solicitude. 

“  i  have  continued  the  precau¬ 
tions  which  have  kept  from  our 
frontiers  the  contagion  which  has 
.  ravaged  a  part  of  Spain  ;  the  pre- 
1  sent  season  does  not  permit  us  to 
;  neglect  them,  and  I  shall  therefore 


maintain  them  as  long  as  the  safety 
of  the  country  may  require  it. 
Malevolence  alone  can  discover  in 
these  measures  a  pretext  for  mis¬ 
representing  my  intentions. 

“  Mad  attempts  have  disturbed 
in  some  parts  of  the  kingdom  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity ;  but  they  have 
only  given  occasion  for  a  more 
signal  display  of  the  zeal  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  fidelity  of  the 
troops.  If  a  small  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  who  are  the  enemies  of 
order,  view  with  despair  our  insti¬ 
tutions  consolidated  and  rendering 
a  new  support  to  my  throne,  my 
people  abhor  their  criminal  de¬ 
signs.  I  shall  not  suffer  violence 
to  deprive  them  of  the  blessings 
which  they  enjoy. 

“  Calamities,  too  true,  though 
exaggerated  by  fear,  have  recently 
desolated  departments  contiguous 
to  the  capital.  The  aid  of  public 
and  private  benevolence  has,  how¬ 
ever,  mitigated  them.  The  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  inhabitants  prepared 
the  way  for  terminating  these  dis¬ 
asters;  authority  seconded  their 
zeal ;  justice  will  punish  the 
guilty. 

“  The  exact  state  of  the  debt  of 
arrears  is  at  length  ascertained, 
and  will  be  submitted  to  you. 
This  debt,  whose  origin  is  in 
times  happily  far  removed  from 
us,  and  whose  liquidation  has  as¬ 
certained  to  us  its  full  extent,  will 
retard,  for  the  present  year,  in 
spite  of  my  deepest  regret,  a  part 
of  those  ameliorations  of  which  the 
various  branches  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue  will  be  susceptible. 

“  The  advantages  which  we 
have  already  obtained  should  en¬ 
courage  us  to  unite  our  efforts  to 


528  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832. 


maintain  and  to  increase  them-  I 
rely  upon  your  aid  to  secure,  in 
our  beautiful  country,  that  pros¬ 
perity  which  Providence  designs 
for  us:  this  is  the  wish  of  my 


heart,  the  incessant  object  of  my 
thoughts ;  it  is  the  consoling  idea 
which  alleviates  the  recollection  of 
my  pains,  and  which  gilds  my  an¬ 
ticipations  of  the  future.” 


Royal  Ordnance,  concerning  the  duties  on  American  shipping  and 

Produce. 


Paris.  Sept.  5. — Louis,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  &c.  &c.- — On  the 
report  of  our  minister  secretary  of 
state  and  finance,  our  Council  being 
heard,  we  have  ordered  and  do 
order  as  follows  - 

Art.  1.  The  application  of  our 
ordnance  of  the  26th  of  July, 
1820,  purporting  that  “  the  duties 
of  tonnage  collected  on  foreign 
vessels  arriving  in  the  ports  of  our 
kingdom  situated  in  Europe,  shall 
be  replaced,  with  regard  to  the 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  by  a  special  duty  of  90  francs 
per  ton,”  shall  be  suspended  from 
and  after  the  1st  of  October  next. 

2.  From  and  after  the  said  date 
of  the  1st  of  October,  and  until  it 
be  otherwise  ordered,  the  natural 
produce  or  manufactures  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which 
when  imported  by  vessels  belong¬ 
ing  to  that  power,  pay,  in  virtue 
of  the  laws  now  in  force,  a  sur¬ 
charge  amounting  to  more  than  20 
francs  per  marine  ton  ( tonneau  de 
mer),  shall  only  pay  an  additional 
duty  of  20  francs  per  ton  over  and 
above  the  duties  paid  on  the  same 
natural  produce  or  manufactures  of 
the  United  States  when  imported 
in  French  ships. 

Such  articles  of  the  said  produce, 
the  surcharge  on  which  does  not 
amount  to  20  francs  per  ton,  shall 
continue  to  pay  the  duties  and 
surcharges  imposed  by  the  general 
tariff’,  the  present  ordnance  being 


intended  to  apply  only  in  the  way 
of  reduction. 

3.  The  following  quantities  shall 
be  considered  as  forming  the  ton 
of  merchandise  for  each  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  hereafter  specified : — 

kilograms. 

Cotton,  in  wool ....  365 

Tobacco,  in  leaf.  .  .  .  725 

Potashes  and  pearl-ashes  .  1,01 6 
Rice . 7  25 

All  other  articles  not  specified, 
and  which  are  weighed,  1,01 6 
kilograms.  Those  generally  mea¬ 
sured,  42  cubic  French  feet. 

4.  The  produce  of  the  soil  and 
of  the  industry  of  the  union  which 
are  re-exported  after  deposit,  or 
pass  in  transit  through  France, 
shall  continue  to  pay  no  differential 
duty. 

5.  Under  the  name  of  tonnage 
duty,  American  ships  shall  pay 
only  a  duty  of  5  francs  per  ton  of 
measurement  according  to  the 
American  register  of  the  vessel ; 
they  will  thereby  be  relieved  from 
the  tonnage  duty  established  by 
the  laws  of  the  18th  of  October, 
17 93,  and  the  4th  of  May,  1802, 
and  will  only  be  liable,  on  the 
same  footing  as  French  ships,  to 
the  other  taxes  and  dues  relative 
to  navigation  ;  such  as  light-house 
duty,  pilotage,  brokerage,  and 
others  which  affect  foreign  vessels 
in  a  different  manner — the  admi¬ 
nistration  of  the  Customs  remaining 
charged  with  paying  those  entitled, 
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out  of  the  produce  of  the  collection 
of  the  Ubove  5  francs  per  ton,  the 
differences  to  which  American 
ships  would  have  been  subject  in 
virtue  of  any  laws  and  regulations, 
whether  general  or  local. 

Our  minister  secretary  of  state 


for  finance  is  charged  with  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  present  ordinance, 
which  shall  be  inserted  in  the  bul¬ 
letin  of  the  laws.  Given  at  the 
Tuilleries,  September,  3 . 

(Signed)  Louis. 


RUSSIAN  FINANCES. 


The  Council  of  Superintendance 
over  the  Public  Debt  having 
met  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  his  ex- 
cellency  Count  GouriefF,  mi¬ 
nister  of  finances  opened  the 
sitting  by  the  following  dis¬ 
course  : — 

Gentlemen,  by  the  manifest  of 
the  7th  May,  1817,  this  council  is 
charged  with  the  examination  of 
the  annual  accounts,  and  all  the 
new  measures  which  relate  to 
these  institutions.  In  your  last 
sitting,  a  project  was  presented  to 
you  for  an  Assurance  bank,  and  for 
an  Office  of  Loans,  for  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  trades  and  manufactures. 
You  have  examined  them  with  all 
the  attention  which  objects  of  this 
importance  demand ;  and  after 
having  made  such  amendments  as 


you  judged  useful,  you  unani¬ 
mously  consented  to  their  adoption. 
This  happy  agreement  confirms 
me  in  the  hope  that  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  these  regulations  are 
put  in  force,  after  having  received 
the  sanction  of  his  majesty,  they 
will  serve  to  consolidate,  to  extend, 
and  to  give  prosperity  to  the  enter¬ 
prises  of  our  manufacturers.  At 
present,  gentlemen,  I  am  going  to 
submit  to  your  inspection  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  public  debt  for  the 
year  1821  ;  hut  before  you  exa¬ 
mine  them  in  detail,  it  is  my  duty 
to  present  to  you  a  statement  of 
their  principal  operations  ;  the 
comparison  of  their  several  im¬ 
provements  'will  show  how  much: 
we  have  to  expect  from  them  in 
future. 


Sinking  Fund. 

The  public  debt  is  divided  into  three  parts — that  contracted  for  be¬ 
fore  the  institution  of  this  fund — that  which  arises  from  the  loans 
made  to  diminish  the  mass  of  paper  money — and,  lastly,  that  which 
has  been  contracted  for  since  the  institution  of  the  Sinking-fund,  in 
order  to  meet  the  unforeseen  demands  of  the  different  branches  of  the 
administration. 

The  first  is  composed  of  our  debt  to  Holland — of  that  for  a  fixed 
period — to  the  chest  of  the  Imperial  Foundling  Hospital,  and  to 
other  public-  establishments  ;  and  debts  of  ‘which  the  capital  is  not  pay¬ 
able  but  upon  perpetual  annuities,  as  well  from  the  imperial  Treasury  as 
from  those  of  war  and  marine.  The  amount  of  these  latter,  and  espe- 
i  cially  those  of  the  War-office,  has  not  been  known  till  after  an  exami- 
:  nation  wffiich  presented  great  difficulties.  The  inquiry  still  continues  ; 
i  and,  with  the  exception  of  certain  claims,  the  amount  of  which  has, 
Vol.  LXIV.  2  M. 
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not  been  ascertained,  but  which  cannot  be  any  thing  considerable,  we 
observe  that  the  state  of  these  debts  inscribed  on  the  Great  Book,  since 
the  opening  of  the  commission  to  the  31st  of  December,  1821,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

The  debt  to  Holland,  remaining  at  the  expense  of 

Russia  .  .  ......  50,600,000  florins 

Debts  payable  at  a  fixed  period  in 

Russia  ......  3,302,025  roubles  44<|  c.  metal. 

62,258,239  - - —  34  c.  assig. 

Capital  of  perpetual  rents  .  .  8,344,392  — — -  93^ — metal 

141,808,500  - - assig. 

So  that  all  our  debts  in  the  coun¬ 
try  up  to  the  year  1817  amount¬ 
ed  to  .  .  .  .  11,646,418  roubles  38  c.  metal, 

and  ......  204,068,739  ■  ■■■■■  34  —  assig. 


By  the  manifesto  of  April,  1817,  it  has  been  ordained  with  respect 
to  these  debts,  to  transmit  every  year  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Sink¬ 
ing-fund  30  millions  of  assignments  on  the  bank,  as  well  for  their  re¬ 
demption  or  repayment  as  for  the  discharge  of  the  interest  of  the 
rentes. 

This  interest  demanded  for  the  first  year  a  sum  of  more  than  20 
millions  (as  much  as  20,190,764  roubles)  ;  there  remained,  therefore, 
fot  the  liquidation  of  the  capital  less  than  10  millions,  of  which  about 
one  million  (making  500,000  florins)  is  destined  for  the  repayment  of 
the  Dutch  debt ;  the  rest  has  been  assigned  to  debts  contracted  in  the 
country. 

Those  of  which  the  payment  was  not  fixed  at  precise  periods,  have 
been  converted  into  perpetual  rentes,  of  which  a  part  has  been  made 
redeemable,  the  rest  not  redeemable  or  unalienable  at  the  will  of  the 
creditor. 

The  first  have  amounted  originally  to 

A  capital  of  ......  117,581,000 

The  second  to  .....  24,227,500 


In  all 


141,808,500 


For  the  redemption  of  the  first,  a  sinking  fund  of  two  per  cent  on  the 
amount  has  been  created.  It  is  annually  increased  by  the  rentes  re¬ 
deemed.  These  debts  had  been  reduced  on  the  1st  of  January,  1822, 
to  the  following  capital  sums  — 


Debt  of  Holland 
Debts  at  terms  ..... 

Perpetual  rentes  in  metallic  roubles 
In  paper  roubles  redeemable 
In  paper  roubles  irredeemable  and  in¬ 
cluding  ...... 

Transferred  from  rentes  redeemable 


48,600,000  florins 
8,063,080  metallic  currency 
23,110,904  paper 
7,906,692 
99,007,500 

1,701,200 


/ 
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since  the  date  of  their  first  inscription 

on  the  Great  Book  ....  26,008,700 - 

125,016,200 - - - 

The  total  of  metallic  roubles  .  .  10,969,772 - 

Of  paper . 148,127,1 04 - 

This  shows  us  that,  during  the  last  five  years  since  the  Sinking-fund 
was  instituted,  the  former  debts  have  diminished 
That  of  Holland  ....  2,000,000  florins 

That  of  metallic  roubles  .  .  .  676,645 

That  of  paper  roubles  .  .  .  55,939,635 

Which  being  all  reduced  to  assignats 

amounts  to .  62,000,000 

The  debts  at  term  which  remain  will  be  all  redeemed  in  about  ten 
years,  which  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission  a  sum  of  about 
12,000,000,  and  the  Sinking-fund  on  the  perpetual  annuities  which  in¬ 
creases  every  year  by  the  rentes  redeemed,  will  bring  them  into  the 
funds  of  the  commission  in  20  years.  * 

The  second  kind  of  debt,  namely,  the  loans  made  during  the  four  last 
years  to  accelerate  the  diminution  of  the  paper  money,  has  been  con¬ 
tracted  in  1817  and  1818  in  assignats,  at  6  per  cent  of  rentes,  and  in 
1820  in  [metallic  roubles  bearing  interest  at  5  per  cent.  The  first 
two  loans  amounted  in  sums  inscribed  to  113,633,451  assignats. 

338,580  metallic  roubles 
The  sums  redeemed  of  these  debts  are  3,740  metallic  roubles 

And  .......  3,9 13,030  assignats 

There  only  then  remained  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1822  .  .  .  .  334,840  metallic  roubles 

And  .......  109,720,371  paper  roubles 

But  as  in  this  sum  there  were  unalien¬ 
able  rentes  to  the  amount  of  .  .  7,320  metallic  roubles 

And  ......  11,794,911  paper 

There  only  remains  of  redeemable 

rentes .  327,520  metallic 

And  .......  97,925,460  paper 

Which  by  the  annual  increase  of  the  Sinking-fund,  by  means  of  re¬ 
deemed  rentes,  will  likewise  be  reduced  in  20  years.  There  will  then 
remain  only  11,794,911  unalienable  roubles  which,  added  to  26,000,000 
mentioned  above,  belong  almost  wholly  to  public  establishments.  The 
loan  in  metallic  inscriptions  made  by  means  of  the  house  of  Baring  and 
Hope  is  for  40  millions,  but  only  26,750,000  roubles  have  been 
carried  to  the  account  of  the  30,000,000  assigned  to  the  diminution  of 
the  paper  money. 

We  have  already  redeemed  of  the  loan  a  capital  of  701,700  roubles. 
Of  the  produce  which  the  commission  has  drawn  from,  we  burnt  in 
1820,  and  we  are  going  to  burn  for  1821,  46,851,394  roubles.  The 
commission  for  the  Sinking-fund  keeps  the  remainder  at  its  disposal 
Up  to  January,  1821,  we  have  burnt  .  .  191,109,420  roubles 

and  we  are  about  to  burn  .  .  .  .  44,968,230 

We  have  redeemed  in  all  .  .  .  .  ’  236,077,650 
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The  thirty  millions  fixed  annually  for  the  use  of  the  loans  made  with 
the  object  of  diminishing  the  paper  money  are  not  only  sufficient  for 
the  purpose,  but  there  remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  commission  more 
than  40  millions  to  be  employed  to  continue  this  operation  in  the  way 
that  shall  be  thought  most  agreeable.  The  third  part  of  the  debt  com¬ 
prehends  those  which  are  calculated  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  administration  after  the  establishment  of  the  Sinking- 
fund.  They  amounted  during  the  last  4  years  to  the  sum  of  1,305,000 
roubles  in  metallic  currency,  and  1 7,495,000  roubles  in  assignats,  which 
you  have  seen  in  accounts  which  have  been  presented. 

Last  year  the  government  thought  it  necessary  to  carry  to  the 
account  of  the  Treasury,  about  the  third  of  the  loan  of  40,000,000  me¬ 
tallic  currency,  which  had  been  opened  at  13,250,000  roubles 
Which  raised  them  to  .  .  «  14,555,000  metallic  roubles 

And  .......  17,495,000  paper  roubles 

But  according  to  the  principle  which  had  been  established,  the  govern¬ 
ment  secured  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Sinking-fund,  in  assign¬ 
ing  for  these  two  objects,  the  necessary  sums  above  30,000,000  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  use  of  the  former  debts. 


In  this  manner  the  whole  of  our  debts  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1822,  is;— = 
Dutch  debt  .....  48,600,006  florins. 

Debts  in  Russian  money,  both  debts  in 
Russia,  both  on  terms  which  will  render 
it  perpetual  .....  22,920  roubles. 

In  metallic  money  ....  53,028,136-— 937  e. 

In  assignats  .....  296,047,85  r. 

Of  which  there  are  ....  48,481,920  silver 

And .  196,932,960  paper  money 

The  capital  of  which  the  commission  dis¬ 
poses  this  year  for  the  redemption  of 
the  latter  amounts  to  65,000  silver  roubles 

And  ......  5,632,000  paper  money 

Which  is  more  than  the  necessary  proportion.  The  account  of  the 
commission  will  prove  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  fees  which  it  re¬ 
ceives  from  the  treasury  are  punctually  paid,  and  that  it  disposes  of 
them  conformably  to  the  orders  which  have  been  given  it. 


Bank  op  Assignats. 

This  bank  is  limited,  as  you 
know,  to  the  exchange  of  the 
notes  which,  injured  by  use,  can¬ 
not  any  longer  remain  in  circula¬ 
tion,  and  which  it  replaces  either 
by  new  notes  or  by  copper  coin.  It 
is  equally  charged  with  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  the  new  notes  necessary  for 
the  purpose  which  I  am  about  to 
mention  ;  and,  finally,  it  is  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  recovery  of  certain 


sums  which  individuals  owed  to 
the  former  boards. 

You  may  be  satisfied,  gentle¬ 
men,  by  the  accounts  which  will 
be  presented  to  you,  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  any  new  issue  of  paper  is 
strictly  observed. 

Last  year  I  had  announced  to 
you,  and  the  accounts  of  the  bank 
had  shown  you,  that  after  having 
substituted  for  the  former  notes 
those  which  circulate  at  present. 
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we  had  in  circulation  about 
639,460,270  roubles. 

In  spite  of  all  the  measures 
taken  by  the  government  to  make 
known  to  all  persons  the  term 
fixed  by  the  ordinances  to  exchange 
the  old  notes,  many  of  them  were 
found  in  the  bands  of  the  poor 
and  indigent  classes  of  society.  The 
government  did  not  wish  that  the 
bank  should  profit  by  their  negli¬ 
gence,  and  the  emperor,  therefore, 
ordered  all  to  be  paid  which  should 
be  presented  during  1821.  To 
the  1st  of  January,  1822,  there 
was  withdrawn  1,437,200  roubles; 
the  whole  mass  issued  amounts  to 
640,897,470  roubles  ;  and  as  we 
are  going  to  burn  at  the  end  of 
this  session  44,968,230  roubles, 
there  will  remain  in  circulation 
about  595,926,240  roubles. 

Loan  Bank. 

The  loans  which  this  establish¬ 
ment  has  made  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1821,  by  order  of  his  impe¬ 
rial  majesty  amounts  to  1 6,000 
roubles  in  gold  ;  27,000  in  silver  ; 
and  9,073,689  paper  roubles. 

The  greater  part  of  these  loans 
have  been  made  to  manufacturers, 
for  the  support  of  their  establish- 
1  ments.  The  capitals  belonging  to 
this  bank  will  be  solely  devoted 
to  the  support  of  industry.  The 
nett  profit  which  it  has  derived 
the  last  year  from  its  operations, 
are,  6,322  roubles  in  gold  ;  138,782 
in  silver,  and  2,227,624  in  paper. 

Commercial  Bank. 

Instituted  for  the  support  of  the 
commercial  class,  this  establish- 
E  ment  has  last  year  rendered  them 
[important  services  by  facilitating 
:  their  operations  at  a  time  when  our 
1  commerce  required  that  assistance 
most  imperiously.  Its  beneficent 


influence  has  not  only  been  ex¬ 
tended  in  the  capital,  but  spread 
to  all  the  cities  most  engaged  in 
commerce.  The  offices  which  it 
has  established  at  Riga  in  the  last 
year,  and  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  at  Astrachan,  will 
extend  the  circle  of  its  activity. 
Its  capital,  which  at  the  time  of 
its  institution  amounted  onlv  to 

J 

17,000,000,  now  amounts  to 
30,000,000,  fixed  by  the  manifest 
of  1817-  The  deposits,  both  at 
the  bank  and  at  its  branches,  in¬ 
cluding  what  remained  from  1820, 
have  amounted,  for  repayment,  to 
49,481,000  roubles,  and  at  interest 
to  126,874,000  roubles. 

The  total  sum  at  its  disposal, 
added  to  its  own  capital,  amounts 
to  205,000,000. 

The  bank  and  its  branches  have 
made  the  following  use  of  them  : 
— They  have  returned  in  sums 
placed  for  repayment  18,818,000 
roubles  ;  they  have  assigned,  from 
one  city  to  another,  30,663,000  ; 
they  have  restored  sums  placed  at 
their  disposal,  with  the  intention 
of  deriving  interest  from  them,  to 
the  amount  of  92,804,405.  They 
have  discounted,  by  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  the  sum  of  228,619,000. 
They  have  advanced,  upon  de¬ 
posits  of  merchandise,  7,890,000  ; 
they  have  discounted  in  bank  notes, 
20,350,000 — in  foreign  bills  of 
exchange,  3,035,000.  All  its 
operations  have  amounted  to 
309,357,000. 

The  advances  upon  commodities 
have  exceeded  by  2,600,000,  those 
made  in  1820;  and  the  discount 
in  bills  of  exchange  presents  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  58,000,000. 

Among  the  effects  protested 
there  is  to  the  amount  of  1,403,751 
which  have  not  been  paid.  The 
majority  are  found  to  he  counter¬ 
feited.  The  government  knows 
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and  prosecutes  the  forgers.  By 
all  that  we  can  learn  of  these  per¬ 
sons,  the  bank  will  not  experience 
considerable  losses.  These  losses 
will  be  amply  compensated  by  the 
profits  which  the  bank  has  made, 
and  which  amounts  to  3,204,385 
roubles.  The  total  of  returns 
into  the  funds  of  this  establish¬ 
ment,  and  the  public  offices,  in 
1821,  amounts  to  1,178,454,398, 
roubles  in  paper,  and  9^65,739 
silver  roubles. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  our  credit  establishments. 
It  proves  that  our  system  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit  is  built  on  a  solid  basis, 
and  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  the 
advantage  which  it  will  confer  upon 
the  state. 

The  sacred  word  of  the  sove¬ 
reign,  to  whom  Russia  is  indebted 
for  this  new  benefit ;  the  punctual¬ 
ity  with  which  the  sums  set  apart 
for  this  service  are  paid,  the  rigo¬ 
rous  observation  of  the  rules  which 
fix  their  employment,  become, 
when  combined,  the  essential  gua¬ 
rantees  of  our  system  of  credit. 
Debts  formerly  contracted  are  at 
last  perfectly  known  ;  each  of  them 
is  conducted  upon  rules  agreeable 
to  the  creditors  of  the  state,  and 
means  are  provided  for  satisfying 
them. 

Our  system  of  credit,  in  consoli¬ 


dating  itself,  offers  the  means  of 
providing  expenses  which  would 
exceed  the  ordinary  resources  of 
the  treasury,  and  gives  greater  fa¬ 
cilities  to  its  operations. 

The  extraordinary  necessity  of 
having  recourse  on  ordinary  occa¬ 
sions,  to  new  issues  of  bank  paper, 
so  injurious  to  private  and  public 
fortunes,  cannot,  henceforward, 
conflict  with  the  existence  of  our 
system  of  credit.  The  paper  mo¬ 
ney,  arrested  in  its  progress  towards 
a  fall,  has  acquired  more  value — 
we  neither  expected  or  desired  a 
sudden  rise.  By  diminishing  the 
mass  of  paper  from  836,000,000  to 
596,000,000,  we  might  have  ob¬ 
tained  a  more  sensible  ameliora¬ 
tion  *  but  the  distressing  situation 
of  our  commerce  has  relaxed  the 
course  of  such  salutary  results. 

The  consolidation  of  our  system 
of  credit  leaves  us  the  choice  of 
means  which  we  had  wished  to 
employ  in  our  life  time.  We  can 
before-hand  predict  their  success. 
Our  stocks  appearing  every  where 
in  circulation,  have  not  only  been 
secured  against  loss,  but  have 
risen.  Such  are  the  happy  effects 
of  a  regulated  system  of  credit. 
Those  which  we  have  still  a  right 
to  expect  will  follow  the  progres¬ 
sive  march  of  time,  which  alone 
can  prepare  and  reproduce  them. 


Abstract  of  the  Russian  Tariff,  of  March  12,  O.  S. 


This  Tariff  to  be  enforced  on  the  frontiers  from  the  time  of  its  being 
known  there,  and  in  the  sea  ports  from  the  31st  of  March,  O.  S. 


Alabaster  . 
Aniseseed  . 

Cotton  wool 

— - -  Twist,  white 

— — — -  ditto,  coloured 


Imports. 

Silver  Money. 
2  roubles  per  pood. 

1  ditto. 

free. 

.  4  ditto. 

5  ditto. 
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Cotton  Goods. 

All  white,  plain,  interwoven,  or  em¬ 
broidered  in  white,  without  gold 
or  silver  .  .  .  .  .55  copecks  per  lb. 

All  transparent  and  semi-transparent 
goods,  as  well  plain  as  embroidered, 
or  interwoven  in  white,  with  the 
exception  of  nets,  petinets,  and 

laces  .....  1  rouble  80  copecks  per  lb. 

Amber,  unwrought  .  .  .60  copecks  per  lb. 

Ditto,  wrought  and  strung  .  .  6  roubles  per  lb. 

All  descriptions  of  oils  in  casks,  bar¬ 
rels,  or  flasks  .  .  .  .75  copecks  per  pood. 

Scented  or  perfumed  ditto,  excepting 
those  particularly  stated  in  the  list 
of  apothecary  ware,  in  common 
flasks  or  bottles,  with  the  glass 
Coffee  .... 

Cinnamon,  cassia  lignea,  and  buds 
Chesnuts  .... 


2  roubles  10  copecks  per  lb. 

3  ditto  per  pood, 

9  ditto  ditto. 

75  copecks  per  pood. 

10  ditto  per  pood. 

3  ditto  ditto. 

7  ditto  20  copecks  ditto 
6  ditto  70  ditto  ditto 
40  ditto  per  berkowetz 
1  ditto  35  copecks  per  pood. 
1 5  ditto  per  pood. 

10  ditto  ditto. 

1  ditto  ditto. 


Cardamums 

Cocoa  .... 

Camels3  hair,  spun  or  dyed  . 

Ditto,  unspun,  and  undyed  . 

Tin  ..... 

Iron  and  steel  wire 
Fish  lime,  and  glue  of  all  kinds 
Gloves  .... 

Galangal  root 

Hats  of  cotton,  in  imitation  of  straw  25  per  cent  on  the  value. 

All  kinds  of  foreign  woods,  used  by 
cabinet-makers,  sawed  into  thin 

boards  .....  1  rouble  50  copecks  per  pood. 

Smelling-woods,  as  rose-wood,  clove- 

wood,  or  aloes  and  paradise-wood  15  copecks  per  lb. 

Rasped  ditto  .  .  .  .30  ditto  ditto. 

All  kinds  of  ginger  in  pieces,  without 

exception  ....  1  rouble  per  pood. 

Crushed  Madder  .  .  .50  copecks  per  ditto. 


2  roubles  50  copecks,  ditto. 

1  rouble  25  copecks,  ditto. 

1  ditto  50  copecks  per  berkowetz. 
1  ditto  50  copecks  per  pood. 


Orange  peel  .... 

Cobalt  and  mineral  blue 
Chalk  ..... 

Laurel  leaves  .... 

Wrought  marble  of  all  kinds  without 

ornaments  .  .  .  .60  copecks,  ditto. 

Nutmegs  .  .  .  .  .10  roubles  per  pood. 

Allspice  .....  2  ditto  ditto. 

Needles  of  all  kinds  ...  5  ditto  per  lb. 

Nuts  of  all  kinds  .  .  .60  copecks  per  pood 
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Artificial  flowers  without  exception, 

with  the  stalks  6  roubles  per  lb. 


Calamine 

Royal  drawing  paper  . 
Writing  paper 
Coloured  and  other  paper 
Pelteries. — Bear  skins  . 


40  copecks  per  pood. 
15  ditto  per  lb. 

30  ditto  ditto. 

25  ditto  ditto. 

4  roubles  per  lb. 


5  roubles  per  lb. 


ditto  per  anker, 
ditto  ditto, 
ditto  ditto. 


Tiger,  panther,  lion,  ze¬ 
bra,  and  leopard  skins  5  roubles  ditto. 

Porter  ,  .  .  .  .25  ditto  per  hogshead. 

Ditto,  in  bottles  .  .  .15  copecks  per  bottle 

Springs  for  carriages  .  .  .15  ditto  per  lb. 

Razors  and  penknives,  with  horn  or 

wooden  hafts  .  .  .  .80  ditto  per  lb. 

Ditto,  with  ivory,  tortoiseshell,  mo¬ 
ther  of  pearl,  silver  and  gold, 
mounted  or  unmounted  ;  as  also 
muskets,  pistols,  and  other  fire¬ 
arms,  with  silver,  copper,  and  iron 
ornaments,  or  without  them,  with 
or  without  silver  damask  work  . 

Rum,  arrack,  French  and  other 
brandies,  of  10  degrees  .  .  20 

Ditto,  from  10  to  15  degrees  .  30 

Ditto,  above  15  degrees  .  .  40 

Laces,  petinets,  nets,  and  blondes,  of 
silk,  cotton,  or  thread ;  as  also 
gauzes  and  crapes,  white  and  plain, 
interwoven  or  worked  with  white  8  roubles  per  lb. 

Silver  leaf,  in  books,  with  the  books  45  copecks,  ditto. 

Un  wrought  steel  ...  1  rouble  per  pood. 

Saws  and  files,  and  the  like  . 

Soap,  all  kinds  of  common  , 

Soap  scented 
Salt  of  all  kinds  . 

Silk  goods,  even  and  shot,  without 
gold  and  silver,  except  nets,  peti¬ 
nets,  laces,  gauzes,  crapes  .  .  3  roubles  50  copecks  per  lb. 

Half  silk  and  thread  goods,  even 

and  shot  .  .  .  3  ditto  50  copecks. 

Turkish  shawls  .  .  .  .25  per  cent  of  the  value. 

Cloths,  woollen,  cotton,  and  the 
like  mixed;  English,  French,  and 
German,  of  all  kinds,  wove  with 
coloured  patterns  in  the  Turkish 
style,  or  interwoven ;  also  with 
wove,  worked,  or  sewed  borders, 
as  likewise  the  borders  alone 
Cloths,  and  coverlets  of  cloth,  not 
printed,  without  border  . 


]  ditto  ditto. 

4  ditto  80  copecks  per  pood. 
12  ditto  per  pood. 

25  copecks  per  ditto. 


8  roubles  per 
2  ditto  ditto. 
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Tobacco,  Turkish,  in  leaves  .  .  2 

Ditto,  cut  .....  6 

Ditto,  every  other  sort  for  smoking  40 
Segars,  and  all  kinds  of  snuff  .  1 

Gold  watches  .  .  .  .10 

Vanilla  .  .  .  .  .30 

Vitriol,  white,  unrefined  .  .  1 

Ditto,  blue,  and  T urkish  .  .  1 

Ditto,  green,  and  black  .  .75 

Vitriolic  acid,  oil  of  vitriol,  spirit  of 
vitriol,  and  sulphuric  acid  .  2 

Violet  roots  ....  1 

Worsted,  white  ....  7 

Ditto,  coloured  ....  7 

Rouge,  with  the  package  .  .  2 


roubles  per  pood, 
ditto  ditto, 
copecks  per  lb. 
rouble  per  lb. 
ditto  each, 
ditto  per  pood, 
ditto  per  pood, 
ditto  ditto, 
copecks  ditto. 

roubles  50  copecks  per  pood, 
ditto  per  pood, 
ditto  20  copecks  per  pood, 
ditto  70  copecks  ditto, 
ditto  10  copecks  per  lb. 


Woollen  Goods. 


Cloth,  ladies’  cloth,  kerseymere  and 
knitted  of  all  colours,  except  green, 
white,  and  black 

Flannels,  baizes,  freezes,  camelots, 
bombazetts,  stuffs,  flag-cloths,  ca- 
lamancos,  duffils,  plain  and  shot 
Merinos,  of  all  kinds,  of  one  colour 
Cords,  toilinets,  woollen  cords,  mixed 
with  flax  or  other  kind  of  yam 
Woollen  stockings,  nightcaps,  and 
socks  ..... 
Sugars,  raw,  brown,  yellow,  and 
white  ..... 
Zinc,  in  sheets  .... 
Fans  of  all  kinds 
Paints,  white  lead 
Ditto,  English  .... 
Bones,  burnt  .... 

The  importation  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  is  prohibited : — 

Trinkets  of  all  kinds  of  made  up 
jewellery. 

Books  of  white  and  coloured 
paper.  . 

Musical  instruments  of  all  kinds 
without  exception. 

Russian  imperial  bank-notes. 
Bronze,  marble,  and  other  com¬ 
position  busts  and  manufactures. 

Different  kinds  of  paper,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tariff. 

Blanks  and  printed  forms  for 


1  rouble  50  copecks  per  lb. 

50  copecks  per  pound. 

2  roubles  50  copecks  ditto. 

1  ditto  per  ditto. 

]  ditto  25  copecks  per  ditto, 

1  ditto  50  copecks  per  pood. 

50  copecks  per  ditto. 

25  per  cent  of  the  value. 

1  rouble  25  copecks  per  pood, 

2  ditto  per  pood. 

40  copecks  ditto. 

bills  of  lading,  and  other  docu- 
ments  having  any  particular  form. 

All  kinds  of  cotton,  woollen,  or 
silk  goods,  striped,  flowered,  print¬ 
ed,  dyed,  worked,  transparent,  or 
semi-transparent,  with  or  without 
gold  or  silver,  as  likewise  all  kind 
of  nankeen. 

Refined  borax. 

Preserved  fruits  in  sugar,  or 
syrup  of  all  kinds. 

All  kinds  of  military  stores. 
Apothecaries’  scales, 

Crushed  cloves. 
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All  kinds  of  manufactures  made 
of  wood. 

Cabinet  wares  of  all  kinds,,  ex¬ 
cept  those  mentioned  in  the  tariff. 

Lacquered  and  unlacquered  tin 
ware,  of  all  descriptions. 

Looking-glasses. 

Games  of  all  lands. 

Purified  white  vitriol. 

Linen  goods  of  all  kinds,  white, 
printed,  and  striped  ;  table-cloths, 
stockings,  nightcaps,  and  nets  of 
thread. 

Copper  manufactures  of  all  kinds. 

Knives,  forks,  snuffers,  scissors, 
and  the  like. 

Pelteries  of  every  description, 
with  the  exception  of  those  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  tariff. 

Cloth,  green,  white,  and  black. 

Meat,  fresh,  smoked,  and  salted. 

Brandy,  spirits,  and  all  sorts  of 
liquors. 


Beer,  and  cider  of  all  kinds ;  as 
also  beer- vinegar. 

Wafers. 

Bed-quilts. 

Gloves  of  all  kinds,  except  those 
mentioned  in  the  tariff. 

Pens  and  Quills. 

Ready-made  clothes  of  all  kinds, 
except  those  of  travellers. 

Refined  sugar  melis,  lumps,  and 
Sugar-candy  in  loaves,  lumps,  or 
crushed. 

Refined  saltpetre. 

Saddlery  of  all  kinds. 

Mustard  of  all  kinds. 

Glass  ware  of  all  kinds  without 
exception. 

Chicory,  acorns,  dried  and  roast¬ 
ed. 

Starch,  blue  and  white. 

And  other  articles  of  minor  in¬ 
terest. 


Speech  of  the  King  of  Spain  at  the  Opening  of  the  Session  of  the 
Extraordinary  Cortes,  on  the  7th  of  October ,  1822. 


<(  Senores ; — Circumstances  truly 
important  have  induced  me  to 
draw  around  me  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  nation,  who  possess  so 
manv  claims  to  its  confidence. 
My  own  is  revived  on  beholding 
them  thus  assembled  in  this  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  the  laws,  where  they  are' 
about  to  apply  an  immediate  re¬ 
medy  to  the  urgent  necessities  of 
the  country. 

<(  The  enemies  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  employing  every  means  which 
can  be  suggested  by  a  passion  as 
barbarous  as  infatuated,  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  enticing  into  the  career 
of  crime  a  considerable  number  of 
Spaniards.  The  misfortunes  which 
the  disorders  have  produced  in 
Catalonia,  Arragon,  and  other 
frontier  provinces,  weigh  heavy 


on  my  heart,  and  on  yours.  It  is 
for  you  to  apply  an  efficacious  re¬ 
medy  to  such  lamentable  disasters. 
The  country  demands  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  numerous  and  vigorous 
arms  to  restrain  at  once  the  auda- 
citv  of  her  rebel  sons  :  and  the 
brave  and  loyal  soldiers  who  are 
serving  her  in  the  field  of  honour 
call  for  vigorous  and  effectual  mea¬ 
sures  to  ensure  the  happy  success 
of  the  enterprises  in  which  they 
are  employed. 

“  Nations  mutually  entertain  a 
respect  for  each  other  in  proportion 
to  their  power,  and  to  the  energy 
they  are  capable  of  displaying 
under  peculiar  circumstances. 
Spain,  from  her  situation,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  her  coasts,  her  pro¬ 
ductions,  and  the  virtues  of  her 
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inhabitants,  merits  a  distinguished 
place  in  the  political  fabric  of 
Europe.  Every  thing  conspires  to 
secure  to  her  that  imposing  and 
vigorous  attitude  which  must  ob¬ 
tain  for  her  from  other  countries 
the  consideration  to  which  she  is 
justly  entitled.  Every  thing  com¬ 
bines  to  point  out  the  necessity  of 
forming  new  relations  with  those 
states  which  know  how  to  estimate 
our  true  riches  and  resources. 

“  I  need  not  call  to  your  atten¬ 
tion  the  glories  and  the  merits  of 
the  Spanish  army,  the  model  of  dis¬ 
interestedness  and  patriotism.  The 
heroic  sacrifices  it  has  made  for 
national  independence  are  well 
known  ;  all  Europe  is  acquainted 
with  the  services  it  has  rendered 
in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  the 
country.  Those  citizen  warriors 
call  for  the  establishment  of  mili¬ 
tary  ordinances  and  regulations  in 
harmony  with  the  fundamental 
code,  and  the  improvements  of  the 
art  of  war.  The  ordinary  Cortes 
were  occupied  during  their  late 
meeting  with  this  interesting  sub- 
feet,  and  its  continuation  is  one  of 
the  objects  to  which  your  attention 
must  in  the  present  session  be 
directed. 

“  As  we  are  already  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  criminal  code,  and  as 
the  promulgation  of  so  necessary  a 
work  relieves  those  who  have  to 
administer  justice  from  the  im¬ 
mense  fatigue  of  looking  for  it  in 
the  innumerable  volumes  by  which 
it  was  formerly  obscured,  it  be¬ 
comes  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
code  of  legal  procedure,  modelled 
in  the  same  spirit,  should  complete 
the  removal  of  the  obstacles  which 
are  still  opposed  to  its  prompt  dis¬ 
pensation. 

“  These.  Senores,  are  the  im¬ 
portant  subjects  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  which  you  are  called. 


Others  of  no  less  weight  will  be 
offered  to  your  deliberation  during 
the  course  of  this  extraordinary 
session.  But  though  these  objects 
are  all  of  an  arduous  and  difficult 
nature,  none  are  superior  to  your 
decision,  your  penetration,  and 
your  patriotism.  The  extension 
of  the  bonds  of  union  among  all 
the  friends  of  liberty  will  shed  an 
additional  lustre  on  those  eminent 
qualities,  which  to  Spain  and  my¬ 
self  are  the  surest  pledges  of  your 
prudence.  All  good  men  will  re¬ 
joice  to  behold  you  once  more  oc¬ 
cupied  in  providing  for  their  hap¬ 
piness,  and  the  evil-disposed  will 
find  in  the  National  Congress  a 
barrier  impenetrable  to  their  cri¬ 
minal  projects/’ 

As  soon  as  his  majesty  had  con¬ 
cluded  his  speech,  the  President  of 
the  Cortes  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows  - 

“  Sen  or; — The  present  extra¬ 
ordinary  Cortes,  called  to  provide 
for  the  urgencies  of  the  state,  to 
rid  the  nation  of  the  bands  of 
factious  which  infest  the  various 
points  of  her  territory,  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  with  foreign  powers, 
and  to  place  the  military  laws  and 
the  criminal  code  in  harmony  with 
the  institutions  by  which  we  are 
governed,  will  seize  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  manifesting  their  zeal  in 
favour  of  these  important  objects. 

“  The  principle  on  which  de¬ 
pends  the  security  and  even  the 
preservation  of  any  political  so¬ 
ciety  is,  that  it  must  be  defended 
by  an  assembled  force  against  any 
public  insult  or  violence ;  and 
since  we  are  in  a  situation  to  repel 
the  attacks  made  on  the  tranquil 
enjoyment  of  the  liberty  which  we 
have  sanctioned  in  our  social  com¬ 
pact,  it  is  just  and  necessary  that 
we  should  place  the  nation  in  the 
requisite  state  of  power  and  acti- 
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vity,  for  repelling  aggressors, 
putting  down  rebels,  supporting 
our  rights,  and  rendering  respect¬ 
able  the  public  voice,  and  the  fun¬ 
damental  law  which  that  voice  has 
restored.  Fortunately,  the  heroic 
virtues  of  patriotism  and  valour 
form  the  character  of  our  warriors, 
and  render  them  conspicuous 
wherever  they  are  employed  for 
the  safety  of  the  country.  The 
augmentation  of  those  warriors, 
and  the  acquisition  of  resources, 
will  finally  raise  us  to  that  powerful 
situation,  which,  by  rendering 
victory  undoubted,  will  obviate 
both  the  necessity  of  attack  and 
the  precaution  of  defence. 

tc  The  Cortes,  guided  by  the 
sublime  and  benevolent  ideas  of 
producing  the  common  advantage 
of  mankind,  and  impelled  by  the 
political  principle,  that  to  place  in 
full  force  the  spirit  of  interna¬ 
tional  right  and  commerce,  and  of 
mutual  and  reciprocal  assistance, 
is  labouring  for  the  welfare  of  the 
nation,  will  concur  in  making  ar¬ 
rangements  with  those  states  in 
which  are  to  be  found  the  gua¬ 
rantees  of  our  national  dignity, 
and  of  the  bonds  of  social  bodies. 

“  The  Cortes,  in  their  late  or¬ 
dinary  session,  devoted  a  portion 
of  their  labours  to  the  regulation 
of  the  army,  being  convinced  that 
the  military  law  should  be  made 
to  correspond  with  the  funda¬ 
mental  law.  This  conviction, 
seconded  by  the  just  claims  of 
the  armed  citizens,  will  speedily 


put  a  period  to  these  pending 
labours. 

“  Judicial  power,  though  it  be 
that  which  most  firmly  secures 
subordination,  legal  obedience,  and 
even  loyalty  itself,  may  at  the 
same  time,  by  perversion,  become 
the  most  terrible  of  all  things, 
particularly  when  it  decides  on  the 
honour,  the  liberty,  and  the  life 
of  the  citizen ;  and  since  this 
power  is  constituted  in  guarantee 
of  their  rights,  it  will  necessarily 
follow  that  the  reform  of  the  le¬ 
gislation  in  all  its  parts,  regulated 
in  the  spirit  of  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples,  must  concur  to  complete  the 
work  of  our  happy  restoration. 
With  this  view  the  Cortes  will 
consider  attentively  the  code  of 
criminal  procedure  in  order  to  the 
better  and  more  speedy  adminis¬ 
tration  of  justice  in  that  depart¬ 
ment. 

“  The  Cortes,  Senor,  rejoice  to 
receive  from  your  majesty  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  your  confidence ;  and 
relying  on  the  energy  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  on  the  intimate 
and  harmonious  union  of  all  lovers 
of  liberty,  they  concur  with  your 
majesty  in  predicting  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  misfortunes  under 
which  the  country  is  labouring, 
particularly  as  the  sentiments 
■which  your  majesty  has  just  ex¬ 
pressed  are  indicative  of  that  virtue 
and  firmness  which  are,  no  less  in 
monarchs  than  in  political  bodies, 
the  only  sure  guarantee  of  the 
public  prosperity  and  happiness/' 


MILITARY  STATE  OF  SPAIN. 

Report  made  to  the  Cortes  Extraordinary  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  War  Department,  October  8 tk,  1822. 

Introduction.  tion  adopting  those  military  mea- 

To  demonstrate  the  necessity  sures  which  are  requisite  to  its 
for  the  worthy  deputies  of  the  na~  safety,  and  the  urgency,  of  calling 
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them  to  the  consideration  of  this 
most  important  subject,  his  majes¬ 
ty's  government  will  recapitulate 
the  state  of  the  permanent  public 
force,  and  the  aids  which  it  re¬ 
quires  —  the  military  attitude  of 
neighbouring  powers,  as  well  as  of 
the  factious — the  general  military 
measures  which  have  already  been 
undertaken  to  repel  the  aggressions 
of  the  enemies  of  the  country,  and 
those  which  seem  proper  to  be 
hereafter  resorted  to  in  order  to 
support  the  constitutional  system 
so  happily  established  in  Spain. 

Kis  majesty's  government,  pur¬ 
suing  that  noble  and  frank  course 
which  is  suitable  to  liberal  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  faithful  to  the  sacred 
oath  taken  to  support  the  consti¬ 
tution  against  every  kind  of  danger, 
will  conceal  nothing,  but  will 
state,  with  the  most  perfect  sin¬ 
cerity,  what  our  real  situation  is, 
in  the  hope  that  the  Cortes,  with 
the  knowledge  and  authority  it 
possesses,  will  efficaciously  contri¬ 
bute  to  secure  us  against  the 
attacks  and  machinations  of  all 
enemies,  whether  external  or  in¬ 
ternal.  Great  are  the  sacrifices 
which  this  must  demand,  and 
burthensome  the  measures  which 
it  is  necessary  to  propose ;  but 
great  also  are  the  objects  we  have 
in  view,  great  the  sublime  work  of 
which  we  have  given  to  all  the 
world  a  glorious  example,  and  no 
less  burthensome  would  be  the  loss 
of  that  liberty  for  which  so  many 
great  efforts  have  been  made,  and 
from  which  we  on  such  well- 
founded  grounds  expect  our  felicity. 
Chapter  I. — General  idea  of  the 
Actual  State  of  the  Branches  of 
Administration  depending  on  the 
War  Department  in  Europe,  the 
Islands,  and  the  Adjacent  Pos~ 
sessions. 

In  order  to  exhibit  in  a  clear 


point  of  view  the  existing  state  of 
the  military  force,  it  will  be  ne¬ 
cessary  briefly  to  advert  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  objects  under  the  direction 
of  the  war  ministry — to  examine 
the  extent  of  the  personal  and  ma¬ 
terial  branches  of  the  armed  force, 
the  pecuniary  supplies  which  it 
requires,  and  the  distribution  and 
employment  which  is  given  to  it 
under  the  present  circumstances. 
Such  is  the  subject  of  this  article, 
which,  for  the  greater  distinctness, 
is  divided  into  articles  correspond¬ 
ing  with  the  principal  points  which 
it  embraces. 

Article  1.* —  General  Idea  of  the 
Force  of  the  Permanent  Army. 

The  force  of  the  Spanish  army 
was  reduced  by  the  Cortes  of  1820 
to  nearly  66,000  men,  and  its 
amount  has  since  been  limited  to 
about  62,000.  The  poverty  of  the 
public  treasury,  the  just  desire  of 
alleviating  the  public  burthens,  the 
existing  political  system  of  Europe, 
which  guaranteed  the  integrity  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  the 
facility  of  calling  out  the  actual 
militia,  doubtless  dictated  these 
determinations.  The  consequence 
has,  however,  been,  that  the  army 
is  now  reduced  lower  than  it  ever 
has  been  since  the  reign  of  Philip 
5th.  But  besides  being  reduced  to 
this  minimum,  it  is  not  effective  to 
that  amount,  and  instead  of  the 
62,000  men  decreed  by  the  Cortes, 
the  army  is  not  at  present  much 
above  52,000  strong. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  discuss 
the  reasons  why  the  law  decreed 
by  the  Cortes  for  replacing  the 
deficiencies  of  the  army  has  not 


*  An  abridged  translation  is  given 
of  the  articles,  but  nothing  essential 
is  omitted. 
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been  carried  into  effect.  Most  of 
those  reasons  are  sufficiently  no¬ 
torious,  and  the  principal  causes 
have  been  the  epidemia  in  Cata¬ 
lonia  and  Andalusia  in  1821,  and 
the  unfortunate  tendency  of  the 
insurrection  which  has  taken  place 
this  year  in  several  provinces  of 
the  Peninsula.  But  it  is  plain  that 
if  62,000  were  thought  sufficient 
in  tranquil  times  for  the  public 
service,  it  is  impossible  now  to 
perform  that  service  with  52,000 
men,  at  a  period  when  internal 
intrigues  and  foreign  protection 
have  excited  a  war  of  the  most 
fatal  description,  and  armed 
Spaniards  against  Spaniards. 

Art.  2.  • — ■  General  Idea  of  the 

Force  of  the  Active  Militia. 

The  former  ministry  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  supply  the  deficiencies  of  the 
army  by  some  corps  of  the  national 
militia,  which  they  were  autho¬ 
rised  to  call  out  by  the  Cortes. 
The  present  ministry,  on  taking 
possession  of  the  reins  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  availed  themselves  of 
the  same  authority,  and  placed  all 
the  corps  of  the  active  militia 
under  arms.  But  this  resource  is 
far  from  being  sufficient  to  meet 
the  urgent  object  of  tranquillizing 
the  provinces,  re-establishing  the 
empire  of  the  law,  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  liberal  institutions  to 
which  we  have  sworn.  The  re¬ 
ductions  made  in  the  permanent 
army  by  the  Cortes  were  decreed 
under  the  supposition  that  the 
force  of  the  active  militia  would 
be  augmented  to  87,000  men, 
which  has  not  been  done.  Nothing 
had  then  occurred  to  require  an 
increase  of  force ;  but  as  the  pacific 
hopes  which  were  then  entertained 
have  been  disappointed,  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  Cortes  will 


concur  with  the  government  m 
considering  the  actual  force  of  the 
army  and  the  active  militia  insuf¬ 
ficient. 

Art.  3. — General  Idea  of'  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  the  Clothing, 
Mounting,  and  Equipment  of 
the  Permanent  Army,  and  of 
the  Active  Militia . 

The  present  clothing,  mounting, 
and  equipment  of  the  army  and 
the  militia  are,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  in  a  bad  state,  and  are  every 
day  becoming  worse,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
movements,  the  great  fatigue  of 
the  operations,  the  rugged  surface 
of  the  theatre  of  war,  and  the 
character  of  the  enemy  to  whom 
the  national  troops  are  opposed. 
Thus  the  congress  will  perceive 
the  difficulties  under  which  go¬ 
vernment  labours,  and  the  justice 
of  its  appeal  to  the  assistance  of 
its  legislative  authority. 

Art.  4.  —  General  Idea  of  the 
Material  of  the  Artillery. 

The  material  of  the  artillery  is 
not  in  a  more  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tion.  Few  of  the  magazines  de¬ 
stroyed  during  the  war  of  inde¬ 
pendence  have  been  re-established, 
and  the  troops  are  continually  in 
want  of  fresh  supplies  of  ammuni¬ 
tion.  Two  of  our  fortresses,  which 
are  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
rebels,  as  well  as  some  other  con¬ 
siderable  points  in  which  they 
have  fortified  themselves,  must  be 
retaken,  and  those  which  the 
valour  of  our  troops  have  preserved 
must  be  armed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  secure  their  possession.  The 
nature  of  these  circumstances  calls 
for  immediate  and  extraordinary 
measures ;  and  government  would 
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be  wanting  in  its  duty  if  it  were 
to  neglect  to  lay  them  before  the 
Cortes. 

Art.  5.  —  General  Idea  of  the 
State  of  the  Fortresses,  and  of 
the  Engineer  Material. 

The  observations  which  have 
been  made  relatively  to  the  mate¬ 
rial  of  the  artillery,  will  equally 
well  apply  to  the  engineer  mate¬ 
rial.  The  fortresses  armed  by  the 
former  must  by  the  latter  be 
placed  in  a  proper  state  of  defence. 
We  must  follow  the  example  of 
the  rebels  in  fortifying  places  for 
the  protection  of  our  operations, 
and  we  must  endeavour  to  take 
proper  measures  to  prevent  the  re¬ 
currence  of  such  considerable  losses 
as  those  of  La  Seo  de  Urgel  and 
Mequinenza,  and  to  deprive  the 
enemy  of  their  points  of  support, 
without  which  their  efforts  will  be 
far  less  likely  to  succeed. 

Art.  6.  —  General  Idea  of  the 
State  of  Military  Administra¬ 
tion. 

The  foundation  of  the  present 
system  of  military  administration 
is  of  so  late  a  date,  that  there  has 
not  yet  been  sufficient  time  for  it 
to  develope  0the  advantages  which 
must  infallibly  result  from  its 
organization.  The  want  of  money, 
and  the  increase  of  expenses,  have 
hitherto  prevented  the  military 
administration  from  making  that 
progress  in  the  system  of  order  and 
economy  which  was  the  object  of 
its  institution. 

Chapter  II.  — -  Present  Military 
Attitude  of  the  Powers  bordering 
on  Peninsular  Spain,  and  the 
Adjacent  Possessions. 

The  Cortes  have,  in  Chapter  I.  of 
this  Memoir,  been  presented  with 


a  general  view  of  the  permanent 
armed  force  of  the  nation.  They 
will  in  the  present,  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  chapter,  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  military  attitude  of  the 
confine  powers,  as  well  as  with 
that  of  the  rebel  force.  The  rapid 
coup  d’oeil  which  will  be  taken  of 
this  subject,  will  furnish  the  most 
convincing  proofs  of  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  armed  force,  and 
of  putting  it  in  a  condition  to 
support  the  political  system  which 
the  nation  has  adopted,  and  to  se¬ 
cure  the  internal  tranquillity  of 

the  countrv. 

* 

Art.  7 •  — ■  Military  Attitude  of 
France. 

In  the  speech  delivered  by 
Louis  18th,  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session  of  the  chambers,  it 
seems  to  have  been  formally  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  troops  assembled 
in  the  Pyrennees  had  no  other  ob¬ 
ject  than  the  execution  of  sanatory 
measures.  The  repeated  assurances 
of  peace  and  good  understanding 
which  have  been  given  to  us  in 
the  official  correspondence  of  that 
government,  corresponded  with 
this  statement.  But  at  the  same 
time  it  has  been  observed,  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  Spanish  conspiracies 
arrange  in  France  their  plans  of 
aggression  and  hostility ;  that 
France  has  given  a  reception  to 
the  factious,  who  found  no  other 
means  of  evading  the  active  and 
well-directed  pursuit  of  the  na¬ 
tional  forces  ;  that  in  F ranee  these 
factious  bands  have  been  enabled 
to  make  preparations  which  could 
not  easily  have  been  effected  with¬ 
out  the  permission  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  and  which 
must  have  required  such  large 
sums  of  money  as  could  not 
whollv  have  been  derived  from 
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Spain ;  and  finally,  that  the 
French  government  has  given 
orders  for  assembling  in  Bayonne, 
Toulouse,  Perpignan,  and  other 
parts  of  the  frontier,  a  consider¬ 
able  force  of  artillery  and  infantry 
and  a  vast  store  of  provisions, 
greatly  exceeding  what  could  for  a 
length  of  time  be  required  for  the 
supply  of  the  present  number  of 
troops  and  fortresses.  Thus,  what¬ 
ever  may  be  the  protection  or  con¬ 
nivance  which  the  conspirators 
against  our  present  system  have 
experienced  from  France,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  intentions  of 
the  French  government,  Spain, 
observing  these  facts,  and  pru¬ 
dently  conjecturing  as  to  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  the  views  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  must  not  abandon  her 
fate  to  the  will  of  foreigners,  or 
to  uncertain  contingencies.  Cir¬ 
cumstances  require  that  Spain 
should  provide  against  every  event, 
and  that  for  this  end,  and  in  order 
to  appear  on  the  political  stage  of 
Europe  with  the  respectability 
due  to  her  character,  the  military 
resources  now  at  the  disposal  of 
the  government  should  be  aug¬ 
mented. 

Art.  8. — Present  Military  Attitude 
of  Portugal . 

The  military  state  of  Portugal 
is  reduced  to  its  minimum,  for  the 
same  reasons  which  dictated  the 
reduction  of  the  Spanish  permanent 
armed  force  ;  and  on  those  points 
of  her  frontier  which  come  im¬ 
mediately  in  contact  with  ours, 
those  troops  only  are  maintained 
which  are  necessary  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  order,  and  the  custody 
of  the  places.  Thus  nothing  is 
to  be  feared  from  Portugal ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  rather  to  be 
presumed  that  the  government  of 


that  kingdom  will  always  be  ready 
to  furnish  to  his  majesty,  in  cases 
of  extremity,  every  assistance  it 
can  afford. 

I 

Art.  9- — Present  Military  Attitude 
of  England  and  Morocco,  as  far 
as  regards  Gibraltar,  the  Neigh - 
hour  hood  of  Ceuta,  and  the 
African  Possessions. 

With  regard  to  the  fortress  of 
Gibraltar,  England  retains  there 
only  that  supply  of  troops  which 
is  necessary  for  a  garrison  in  time 
of  peace. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of 
Morocco,  the  nullity  of  its  forces, 
the  dissensions  which  have  arisen 
between  the  claimants  of  the 
throne,  and,  above  all,  the  excel¬ 
lent  condition  of  our  fortresses  in 
Africa,  leave  nothing  to  fear  in 
that  quarter.  It  is  true  that 
Ceuta,  as  well  as  the  other  posses¬ 
sions  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
requires  a  competent  garrison, 
and  continual  repairs  in  the  forti¬ 
fications. 

« 

Chapter  III. — Present  Military 
Attitude  of  the  Insurgents  in 
various  Provinces  of  the  Penin¬ 
sula . 

We  must  now  turn  our  eyes  to 
the  melancholy  picture  of  the  in¬ 
surrection  which  has  been  excited 
in  our  land  by  superstition,  fana¬ 
ticism,  sordid  interest,  and  ambi¬ 
tion,  assisted  by  foreign  co-opera¬ 
tion,  and  the  dreadful  calamities 
of  famine  and  plague  with  which 
our  countrv  has  been  afflicted. 

But  for  this  combination,  the 
fatal  genius  of  discord  would  never 
have  found  shelter  in  Spain,  whose 
inhabitants  were  unanimous  in 
their  cry  for  liberty,  unanimous  in 
its  proclamation,  and  unanimous  in 
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soliciting  their  representatives  for 
the  reform  of  those  abuses,  which 
had  been  so  long  opposed  to  their 
prosperity  and  their  rights. 

Spain  was  advancing  majesti¬ 
cally  in  the  career  of  liberty,  and 
was  affording  a  proof,  in  the  tran¬ 
quillity  and  content  of  her  inha¬ 
bitants,  of  the  possibility  in  this 
enlightened  age  of  passing,  without 
convulsion,  from  a  state  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  despotism  to  one  of 
knowledge  and  rational  liberty. 
The  Cortes  were  assembled,  abuses 
were  reformed,  new  institutions 
were  established,  with  so  much 
order  and  harmony,  that  Spain 
was,  under  this  new  aspect,  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  universe,  as  much 
as  she  had  before  been  in  the  ardu¬ 
ous  undertaking  of  resisting  Buo¬ 
naparte.  Some  nations  wished  to 
imitate  her  example,  and,  in  short, 
the  political  code  of  Spain  served 
as  a  model,  and  was  adopted  by 
several  European  nations. 

This  glorious  circumstance, 
which  affords  the  best  eulogium  of 
our  institutions,  is  precisely  the 
principal  cause  of  our  present  suf¬ 
ferings.  The  genius  of  despotism 
is  alarmed,  trembles  for  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  his  cherished  system, 
foresees  its  total  ruin,  and,  deaf 
to  the  cries  of  liberty  which  sur¬ 
round  him,  silently  and  secretly 
prepares  the  ruin  of  those  nations, 
which,  having  made  themselves 
free,  will  not  allow  him  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  internal  affairs. 
Troppau  and  Laybach  are  the 
points  in  which  these  horrible 
i  machinations  are  constructed  ;  and 
it  is  in  Troppau  and  Laybach,  that 
the  evils  originate,  with  which  we 
i  are  afflicted. 

In  1821,  the  influence  of  despo¬ 
tism  was  little  felt  in  the  Penin- 
;  sula,  and,  consequently,  the  anti- 
;  revolutionary  projects  manifested 
You.  LXIV. 


there  were  in  very  small  propor¬ 
tion.  A  few  malicious  fanatics, 
or  deluded  fools,  were  all  who 
dared  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
svstem  :  and  in  a  short  time  the 
government,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  Cortes,  put  a  stop  to  these 
crimes  by  an  exemplary  punish¬ 
ment  of  their  authors.  But  in 
1822,  the  spirit  of  rebellion  has 
spread  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
through  means  of  the  insidious 
suggestions  of  all  kinds  which  have 
been  uttered  against  the  happy  in¬ 
stitutions  which  Spain  enjoys 
through  the  efforts  of  her  sons. 

The  insurrection  commenced  in 
the  provinces  of  Navarre  and  Ca¬ 
talonia,  about  the  middle  of  last 
April.  At  first  the  insurgents 
more  readily  assumed  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  banditti  than  of  enemies 
to  the  political  system  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Their  numbers,  their  con¬ 
dition,  and  their  conduct,  in  no 
way  distinguished  them  from  com¬ 
mon  highway  robbers.  In  the 
month  of  May  their  forces  were 
increased,  and  their  new  object 
began  to  discover  itself.  In  June 
the  conspiracy  became  extraordi¬ 
narily  enlarged,  insurgents  en¬ 
tered  from  France  and  Navarre, 
the  peaceful  Arragon  began  to 
yield,  and  Catalonia  experienced 
the  sensible  loss  of  the  Seo  de 
CJrgel,  with  all  her  fortresses.  In 
July  the  sedition  of  the  corps  of 
the  royal  household  gave  astonish¬ 
ing  spirit  to  the  rebels,  who  ex¬ 
tended  their  machinations  into 
fresh  provinces,  and  infected  with 
their  bad  example  some  of  the 
corps  of  militia.  The  defeat  ex¬ 
perienced  by  them  at  Madrid  on 
the  7th  of  that  month  must  have 
proved  a  mortal  blow  to  their  ope¬ 
rations,  if  they  had  not  been  in 
the  enjoyment  of  foreign  protec¬ 
tion.  Thus,  instead  of  being  ex- 
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tinguished,  they  gained  new  spirit, 
and  took  possession  of  the  castle  of 
Mequinenza.  In  the  month  of 
August  the  number  of  the  in¬ 
surgents  continued  to  increase, 
and  some  bold  operations  were  ob¬ 
served  among  them — such  as  the 
passage  of  their  troops  of  the  7th 
district  to  the  5  th,  and  their  return, 
which  indicate  the  existence  of  a 
combined  plan,  and  give  a  foreign 
character  to  their  movements. 
This  suspicion  is  confirmed  by  the 
desertion  which  took  place  during 
that  month  of  some  unworthy 
Spaniards,  who,  though  in  the 
enjoyment  of  considerable  posts  in 
this  country,  either  put  themselves 
at  the  head  of  the  insurgent 
troops,  or  formed  a  part  in  their 
pretended  regency.  During  the 
present  month,  the  faction  has 
been  paralyzed  by  the  efforts  of 
government,  which  has  adopted 
with  energy  every  measure  to 
which  it  can  possibly  have  recourse 
in  the  circumscribed  limits  to 
which  its  faculties  are  reduced. 

Art.  10.' — Attitude  of  the  In¬ 
surgents  in  the  Fifth  Military 

District. 

Of  all  the  districts  which 
border  on  France,  the  fifth  is  that 
which  has  longest  been  infested 
with  factious  banditti.  This  has 
been  owing  to  the  instigations  of 
the  quondam  general  Eguia,  and 
other  perverse  Spaniards,  who,  re¬ 
siding  in  Bayonne,  have  employed 
themselves  in  intrigues  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  adjoining  provinces  in  a 
state  of  rebellion. 

But  since  the  month  of  April 
last,  at  which  time  it  appears  the 
plan  for  subverting  the  Spanish 
government  began  to  be  put  in 
in  motion,  the  activity  of  those 
traitors  has  been  much  more  open 


and  mischievous.  They  have  re- 
cruited  banditti  for  invading  our 
territory ;  they  have  made  pur¬ 
chases  of  arms,  clothing,  and 
horses,  for  the  same  purpose. 
They  have  been  supplied  with 
treasures,  the  source  of  which  it 
is  easy  to  conjecture,  and  which 
have  not  all  proceeded  from  the 
Peninsula,  to  meet  those  expenses, 
and  to  foment  and  maintain  the 
insurrection  in  the  provinces. 

Nevertheless,  the  insurrection 
in  the  fifth  district  has  nothing  in 
it  to  excite  alarm.  There  have 
been  moments  when  it  was  more 
active,  but  it  is  now  reduced  almost 
to  a  nullity.  The  operations  of 
the  factious  have  had  no  deter¬ 
mined  object  —  their  plan  has 
merely  been  to  excite  every  where 
commotions.  The  ringleader  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  Quesada,  though 
always  dependent  upon  Eguia. 
They  have  been  unable  to  form 
any  system  of  administration  or 
government,  because  they  have 
never  held  possession  of  any  terri¬ 
tory  in  this  district.  They  have, 
however,  in  pursuance  of  their 
usual  plan,  organized  a  superior 
Junta  at  Irati,  a  place  situated  in 
the  midst  of  forests,  close  to  the 
French  frontier,  which  they  have 
fortified  with  artillery,  and  which 
forms  a  kind  of  base  for  their  ope¬ 
rations.  This  is  the  only  point 
they  possess  in  the  whole  of  this 
district ;  but  it  is  one  in  which 
they  place  much  interest,  as  it 
contributes  to  enable  them  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  public  correspondence. 

Art.  11.  —  Attitude  of  the  In - 

sur gents  of  the  Sixth  Military 

District,  and  the  Contiguous 

Province  of  Catalonia. 

This  district  was  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  the  most  tranquil  of  the 
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three  which  border  on  France, 
hut  the  factious  who  roamed 
about  its  territory  soon  succeeded 
in  exciting  discord.  Slight  com¬ 
motions  took  place  in  the  month 
of  May  and  June,  hut  in  the  month 
of  July  there  appeared  symptoms 
of  a  general  insurrection  —  the 
consequence  of  the  operations  in 
Navarre  and  Catalonia,  the  loss  of 
Seo  de  Urgel,  the  taking  of  Ma- 
rella,  and  the  affair  of  Siguenza. 

But  the  most  important  occur¬ 
rence  of  that  month  was  the  loss 
of  Mequinenza.  In  the  month  of 
August  the  re-conquest  of  Mequi¬ 
nenza  was  seriously  contemplated, 
but  the  excursion  of  the  Trappist 
from  Catalonia  to  Navarre,  and  his 
return  with  Quesada  to  Catalonia, 
required  the  continued  attention  of 
all  the  troops  in  the  district.  At 
present  the  province  of  Calatayud 
is  tranquil,  as  is  also  that  of  Sa¬ 
ragossa.  In  the  province  of 
Huesca,  the  insurgents  have  forti¬ 
fied  a  point.  They  have  obtained 
several  triumphs  in  this  quarter, 
which  have  lately  been  augmented 
by  the  defeat  of  part  of  the  column 
of  Tabuen^a.  The  character  of 
the  insurrection  in  this  district  is 
less  serious  than  in  the  other  two 
which  adjoin  France,  because  the 
country  is  less  accessible  to  foreign 
instigation,  and  because  there 
;  always  has  been  since  the  beginning 
f  a  disposition  to  stifle  the  commo¬ 
tion.  The  disturbances  have  al- 
i  ways  been  excited  by  factions  from 
other  districts.  The  insurgents 
(  possess  no  fortified  point  in  the 
i  territory,  except  Mequinenza,  and 
there  is  no  information  of  their 
i  having  organized  any  system  of 
\  administration,  or  of  their  having 
i  formed  a  governing  junta. 


Art.  12.  —  Attitude  of  the  In~ 

surgents  of  the  7 th  Military 

District. 

In  this  district  the  insurrection 
has  assumed  so  decided  and  for¬ 
midable  an  aspect,  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  has  determined  to  estab¬ 
lish  in  it  an  army  of  operation. 
The  disturbed  state  of  Catalonia  is 
the  more  remarkable,  for,  until 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
there  appeared  no  symptom  of  in¬ 
surrection  in  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  principal  towns,  such  as 
Barcelona,  Reus,  Tarragona,  Man- 
resa,  Mataro,  &c.,  were  always 
distinguished  for  a  truly  constitu¬ 
tional  spirit ;  and  the  revolution 
here  is  the  more  to  be  feared,  as 
the  mountainous  nature  of  the 
country  is  in  an  extraordinary  de¬ 
gree  favourable  to  resistance. 

If  the  revolution  were  general 
in  the  7th  district,  there  would  be 
reason  to  fear  the  powerful  mea¬ 
sures  which  the  inhabitants  would 
have  it  in  their  power  to  adopt ; 
but,  fortunately,  only  the  rustic 
population  have  hitherto  taken 
part  in  the  rebellion  ;  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  towns  have  decidedly 
declared  themselves  favourable  to 
the  just  cause.  It  has  been  found 
that  almost  all  the  small  and  in¬ 
land  towns  have  joined  the  insur¬ 
rection,  while  all  the  large  towns 
on  the  coast  have  decidedly  op¬ 
posed  it.  Hence  it  may  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  Catalonians  have 
been  misled  by  the  corporations,  or 
individuals  who  are  interested  in 
the  counter-revolution,  and  sub¬ 
orned  by  foreign  money.  Where 
the  people  are  well-informed,  there 
has  been  no  rebellion ;  where 
ignorance  and  superstition  pre¬ 
vail,  it  has  marched  with  rapid 
strides. 

It  may  also  be  inferred,  that  the 
2  N  2 


548  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1832. 


present  misery  of  Catalonia,  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  fever  at  Barcelona, 
and  above  all  by  the  loss  of  the 
trade  with  America,  has  had  an 
influence  in  producing  discontent ; 
for  the  inhabitants,  being  abso¬ 
lutely  deprived  of  the  means  of 
subsistence,  resolved  to  take  up 
arms  in  a  war  which  was  recom¬ 
mended  from  the  pulpit,  and  by 
which  old  rancours  and  animosi¬ 
ties  have  been  revived.  Thus  may 
be  explained  the  motives  which 
actuated  the  people  of  Catalonia, 
who  have  at  all  times  been  so 
zealously  watchful  of  their  liber¬ 
ties,  and  have  now  declared  them¬ 
selves  the  defenders  of  institutions 
introduced  into  the  country  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  victories  obtained 
over  their  ancestors. 

The  revolution  in  Catalonia  was 
commenced  in  the  month  of  April 
by  the  band  of  Misas,  which  was 
shortly  joined  by  that  of  Mosen 
Anton  Goll.  In  May  it  became 
general,  and  the  four  provinces  of 
that  district  were  in  a  few  days 
the  prey  of  civil  discord.  From 
that  moment  the  forces  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  rebels  became  for¬ 
midable  :  fortunately,  however, 
the  few  troops  of  the  7th  district 
lost  no  time  in  proceeding  to  the 
principal  points,  where  they  ob¬ 
tained  signal  triumphs.  The  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  7th  district  gave 
orders  for  the  occupation  of  all  the 
fortified  posts,  as  well  as  of  those 
which,  though  unfortified,  were  of 
any  importance.  Such  was  the 
state  of  this  district  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  month,  that  the  gene¬ 
ral  declared,  with  good  reason, 
that  he  should  find  it  impossible 
to  maintain  his  ground  without 
prompt  aid  of  every  kind.  The 
government  speedily  adopted  every 
step  which  the  urgent  state  of 
affairs  rendered  necessary. 


In  the  month  of  June  the  in¬ 
surrection  increased  still  more  con¬ 
siderably.  The  factious  committed 
horrible  assassinations  on  indivi¬ 
duals  belonging  to  the  constitu¬ 
tional  party ;  they  invaded  new 
districts,  sacked  many  towns,  and 
augmented  their  columns ;  but  the 
constitutional  troops  marched  on 
every  point,  and  destroyed  the  fac¬ 
tious  wherever  they  met  them. 
Several  towns  gloriously  repulsed 
the  factious,  even  without  the  aid 
of  the  regular  troops :  but,  in 
spite  of  this  firm  and  persevering 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  troops 
and  inhabitants  devoted  to  the 
constitution,  the  7th  district  sus¬ 
tained  a  severe  loss,  through  the 
factious  party  gaining  possession  of 
the  forts  of  Seo  de  Urgel. 

In  July  the  insurrection  con¬ 
tinued  its  progress,  and  the  troops 
continued  to  oppose  it  at  every 
point.  Many  important  operations 
were  effected,  in  which  the  local 
militia  of  the  different  towns  took 
a  considerable  part,  as  did  also  the 
miqueletes  or  light  troops  of  the 
natives  of  the  country,  raised  at 
the  expense  of  the  inhabitants. 
But  the  influence  of  the  taking  of 
Seo  de  Urgel  was  sensibly  felt 
amidst  all  these  triumphs,  since  it 
enabled  the  factious  to  maintain  a 
tranquil  position  in  the  midst  of 
the  plain  of  Catalonia,  and  in  the 
course  of  this  month  it  was  ob¬ 
served  that  they  had  assumed  a 
form  of  administration  and  go¬ 
vernment. 

In  the  month  of  August  the 
insurrection  acquired  new  strength, 
and  though  it  was  hoped  that  they 
would  receive  a  decided  blow  in 
the  monastery  of  San  Ramon, 
which  they  had  fortified,  yet  that 
expectation  was  not  realized.  Pro¬ 
tected  by  their  position  at  Seo  de 
Urgel,  the  insurgents  organized  a  - 
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government  junta  for  the  province, 
and  attained  to  so  high  a  pitch  of 
insolence  as  to  instal  in  that  town 
a  self-styled  regency,  composed  of 
three  individuals  (Mata  Florida, 
Creus,  and  Erolles),  noted  for  their 
constant  aversion  to  liberal  ideas. 

In  September  the  insurgents  re¬ 
ceived  fresh  encouragement  from 
the  retention  of  San  Ramon  and 
the  return  of  the  Trappist  with  the 
reinforcement  of  Quesada.  But 
it  is  hoped  that  the  insurrection 
will  rapidly  diminish,  and  finally 
he  totally  suppressed  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  general  Mina  in  Cata¬ 
lonia. 

Art.  13. — Insurrection  in  the  other 
Provinces  of  the  Peninsula. 

In  some  other  provinces  of  the 
Peninsula  there  has  been  insurrec¬ 
tions  more  or  less  formidable,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  lesser  or  greater 
resources  which  the  factious  have 
had  at  their  command  :  but  all  have 
been  suppressed  through  the  energy 
of  the  government,  the  efficient 
operation  of  the  troops  and  militia, 
and  the  circumstance  of  the  fac¬ 
tious  being  deprived  of  foreign 
support.  On  the  7th  of  July  a 
formidable  insurrection  was  put 
down  at  Madrid.  A  similar, 
though  not  an  equally  speedy  and 
glorious  issue  attended  the  com¬ 
motions  of  Cordova,  Ciudad  Real, 
Cuenca,  and  Malaga,  which  were 
excited  by  the  mutiny  of  the  cara¬ 
bineers,  and  the  affairs  of  Seguenza 
and  the  Serrania  de  Ronda. 

On  some  other  points  public 
tranquillity  has  been  temporarily 
disturbed,  but  as  speedily  re-esta¬ 
blished.  The  greatest  evil  pro¬ 
duced  by  these  latter  commotions 
has  been  the  interruption  of  public 
i  correspondence  for  a  few  days. 


The  government  has,  however, 
re-established  the  communications. 

This  is  a  succinct  picture  of  the 
present  insurrection  in  the  different 
provinces  of  the  Peninsula,  and 
from  it  may  be  deduced  two  con¬ 
sequences  most  flattering  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  : — 1st,  that  the 
army  is  the  firmest  support  of  that 
cause ;  2ndly,  that  among  those 
devoted  to  it  is  to  be  numbered 
the  most  enlightened,  the  most 
industrious,  and  the  most  wealthy 
part  of  the  Spanish  nation. 

Chapter,  IV. — General  Idea  of 
the  Measures  employed  by  the 
Minister  of  War  in  August  and 
September  last  to  repel  the  Ag¬ 
gressions  of  the  Enemies  of  Li¬ 
berty . 

The  Cortes  have  already  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  military 
attitude  of  the  neighbouring 
powers,  and  of  the  factions  which 
have  manifested  tnemselves  in  the 
Peninsula.  In  the  view  which 
has  just  been  taken,  they  will 
observe  also  those  points  of  our 
territory  which  have  been  subject 
to  insurrection,  those  which  are 
threatened  with  it,  and  those  in 
which  the  public  spirit  creates 
some  dread  of  its  appearance.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  explain  the 
measures  adopted  by  my  depart¬ 
ment  to  crush  the  insurrection  in 
its  commencement,  and  cause  it  to 
disappear  from  the  land. 

Art.  14. —  Movement  and  Des¬ 
tination  of  the  Troops  of  the 
Permanent  Army. 

As  soon  as  the  insurrection 
made  its  appearance  in  the  north¬ 
ern  and  eastern  provinces,  that  is 
to  say  in  May  last,  no  time  was 
lost  in  directing  thither  all  the 
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troops  which  the  government  had 
then  at  its  disposal.  The  greater 
part  of  the  force  of  the  permanent 
army  has  already  been  conveyed 
to  those  districts,  and  only  so 
many  troops  as  are  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  for  the  custody  and  secu¬ 
rity  of  particular  points  remain. 
Thus,  by  conveying  some  by  sea, 
and  marching  others  across  the 
country,  it  has  been  so  contrived 
that  troops  from  various  quarters 
have  arrived  at  the  disturbed  dis¬ 
tricts  at  the  same  time. 

Art.  15. — The  Reasons  which  in¬ 
duced  Government  to  place  under 

Arms  the  whole  of  the  active 
Militia . 

It  has  already  been  stated  that 
the  Cortes,  before  the  conclusion 
of  their  last  ordinary  sitting,  au¬ 
thorized  government  to  place  under 
arms  a  certain  number  of  the 
troops  of  the  active  militia,  to 
assist  the  permanent  army  in]  the 
execution  of  the  new  military 
views  which  presented  themselves, 
and  which,  since  the  last  ordinary 
sitting  of  the  Cortes,  increased  so 
considerably  in  consequence  of  the 
progress  of  the  insurrection  and 
the  events  of  the  last  days  of  June 
and  the  first  of  July  last,  that  an 
increase  of  force  was  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency 
caused  by  the  insurrection  in  the 
corps  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry 
of  the  royal  guard,  and  some  troops 
of  the  active  militia. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the 
government  did  not  hesitate  to 
have  recourse  to  the  employment 
of  the  whole  of  the  active  militia, 
even  previously  to  receiving  the 
sanction  of  the  Cortes,  both  be¬ 
cause  the  safety  of  the  country  de¬ 
manded  it,  and  because  the  autho¬ 
rity  granted  by  the  Cortes  to  the 


late  minister,  for  the  employment 
of  a  part  of  the  force,  did  actually 
in  a  certain  manner  authorize  the 
employment  of  the  whole,  in  case 
circumstances  should  require  it. 

Art.  1 6. — Organization  of  the 

Army  of  Operations,  and  the 

Appointment  of  Military  Chiefs 

of  Districts  and  Provinces . 

In  order  that  these  forces  might 
receive  a  proper  direction,  the  go¬ 
vernment  thought  proper  to  or¬ 
ganize  them  into  armies  of  ope¬ 
rations,  and  determined  this  or¬ 
ganization  with  a  view  to  the 
class  of  war  to  which  those  forces 
were  previously  destined.  To  the 
commandants-general  of  the  5th 
and  6th  districts  was  confided  the 
command  and  direction  of  the 
troops  of  their  respective  districts  ; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  7th  dis¬ 
trict,  in  consideration  of  its  im¬ 
portance,  and  the  character  of  the 
insurrection  of  its  provinces,  as 
well  as  the  difficulty  of  its  com¬ 
munications  and  the  complexity  of 
its  coasts  and  frontiers,  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  appoint  a  general-in¬ 
chief  of  the  army  of  operations 
in  addition  to  the  commandant- 
general  of  the  same  district.  The 
appointment  for  this  employment 
fell  upon  an  officer  eminently  qua¬ 
lified  for  the  situation,  for,  besides 
being  a  decided  advocate  of  fthe 
constitutional  system,  and  having 
suffered  persecutions  for  the  liberty 
of  his  country,  he  signalized  him¬ 
self  in  a  distinguished  manner 
during  the  last  war,  and  possesses 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  moun¬ 
tain  warfare,  which  is  the  duty  in 
which  the  troops  under  his  com¬ 
mand  will  be  engaged. 

In  connexion  with  these-  gene¬ 
rals  have  been  established  the  cor¬ 
responding  staffs  for  facilitating 
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'lie  directions  of  the  xniltary  ope¬ 
rations  ;  and,  notwithstanding  that 
the  principal  staff  decreed  by  the 
organic  law  of  the  army  was  not 
yet  formed,  nor  were  there  the 
means  of  forming  it,  his  majesty’s 
government  supplied  its  deficiency 
by  a  provisional  one,  composed  of 
well-merited  officers,  all  devoted 
to  the  defence  of  the  just  cause, 
and  many  of  them  versed  in  the 
precious  lessons  of  the  late  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  military 
chiefs,  on  whom  the  government 
may  rely,  have  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  districts  and  provinces. 
It  is  not  to  be  inferred  from  this, 
that  those  who  previously  filled 
those  situations  did  not  inspire 
confidence,  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  ill  health  of  some,  and  the 
desire  of  others  to  be  exonerated, 
from  private  and  personal  motives, 
the  government  thought  proper  to 
appoint  others  in  their  stead. 
There  are  now  placed  at  the  head 
of  all  the  districts  and  provinces, 
officers  of  decided  patriotism,  who, 
by  their  physical  disposition,  and 
the  opinions  they  profess,  are  qua¬ 
lified  successfully  to  discharge  their 
duties.  Besides  these  provisions, 
it  has  been  thought  proper  to  take 
advantage  of  the  power  granted  by 
the  Cortes  for  extraordinary  occa¬ 
sions — that  is,  to  declare  in  a  state 
of  war  those  military  districts  in 
which  such  a  measure  was  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  The  govern¬ 
ment  has  applied  this  measure  to 
the  5  th  and  7th  districts  in  which 
the  insurrection  has  manifested 
itself  in  a  scandalous  manner  ;  and 
though  there  would  be  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  subjecting  the  6th  and 
8th  also  to  this  severe  law,  it  has 
been  thought  advisable  to  suspend 
for  the  present  that  declaration, 
on  the  ground  that  the  insurrec¬ 
tion  has  not  yet  extended  so  far  in 


these  as  in  the  former.  Doubt¬ 
less,  it  may  soon  be  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  this  rigorous 
measure ;  and  in  that  case  the  go¬ 
vernment  will  not  fail  to  apply 
to  it. 

Chapter  V. — General  Idea  of  the 
Measures  which  the  War  Mi¬ 
nistry  considers  necessary  and 
urgent,  and  which  will  he  suc¬ 
cessively  submitted  to  the  Cortes 
in  particular  Estimates. 

F rom  what  has  been  already  stated 
in  this  exposition,  the  congress 
must  be  convinced  that  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  government  has  not  at  its  dis¬ 
posal,  either  sufficient  forces  or 
the  pecuniary  means  necessary  for 
meeting  the  demands  of  the  public 
service.  What,  then,  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  country,  if  the 
difficulties  were  to  increase,  while 
the  insurrection,  instead  of  being 
extinguished,  is  spreading ;  and 
while  some  foreign  powers  may 
wish,  or  consider  themselves  bound 
to  interfere  in  our  internal  affairs? 
The  facility  with  which  the  insur¬ 
rection  has  risen,  from  perfect  in¬ 
significance  to  a  state  calculated 
to  create  alarm,  and  the  suspicions 
which  must  be  entertained  of  the 
intentions,  not  only  of  our  neigh¬ 
bour,  France,  but  of  all  that  con¬ 
federation  of  potentates  known 
under  the  name  of  the  Holy 
Alliance,  renders  it  necessarv  for 
his  majesty’s  government  to  de¬ 
mand  of  the  Cortes  sufficient 
means  for  producing  a  state  of 
activity,  capable  of  defeating  the 
plans  of  our  enemies.  These 
means,  the  necessity  for  which  is 
imperious,  resolve  themselves  into 
four  classes,  viz.  the  recruiting  of 
the  army  ;  the  recruiting  of  the 
active  militia ;  the  prompt  organic 
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zation  of  new  battalions  of  the 
militia ;  and  pecuniary  supplies. 

Art.  17* — 'The  Recruiting  of  the 
Army. 

It  bas  been  already  shown  that 
the  standing  army  amounts  only 
to  about  52,000  men,  including 
the  household  troops  which  muti¬ 
nied  In  July  last.  It  may  be 
reckoned,  that  the  deficiencies  which 
have  occurred,  since  the  accounts 
were  made  up  will  amount  to 
2,500  men.  On  this  supposition, 
10,000  men  will  be  wanted  to 
complete  the  62,403  granted  for 
the  army  by  the  decree  of  the 
Cortes  of  the  8th  of  June  last. 
But,  from  what  has  before  been 
stated,  this  force  would  be  insuffi¬ 
cient.  His  majesty’s  government 
is  therefore  persuaded  that  the 
army  ought  to  be  placed  on  a  foot¬ 
ing  between  a  peace  and  a  war  es¬ 
tablishment.  Under  this  view  the 
.  Cortes  are  formally  called  upon  to 
grant  a  levy  of  29,973  men  over 
and  above  those  granted  by  the 
decree  of  June  last,  and  a  remount 
of  7,983  cavalry. 

Art.  18.-—  The  Recruiting  of  the 
active  Militia. 

When  the  Cortes,  on  the  18th 
of  November  last,  passed  the  or¬ 
ganic  decree  for  the  national  mi¬ 
litia,  it  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  country  would  so  soon 
want  the  active  services  of  that 
corps.  The  idea  on  which  its 
formation  was  founded,  was  that  of 
being  as  little  burdensome  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  the  people,  and  it  was  in¬ 
tended  so  to  consolidate  this  valua¬ 
ble  institution  that  the  soldiers 
who  compose  it  should  serve  the 
country  on  necessary  occasions,  and 
in  time  of  peace  return  gradually. 


and,  as  it  were,  insensibly  into  the 
bosom  of  their  families.  But  the 
present  difficulties  have  not  per¬ 
mitted  the  philanthropic  views  of 
the  legislature  to  be  carried  into 
effect.  Succours  are  earnestly  de¬ 
manded,  and  the  government  is 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  so¬ 
liciting  from  the  Cortes  an  altera¬ 
tion  in  articles  6  and  9  of  the  said 
organic  decree.  Were  not  this 
to  be  done,  it  might  happen  that 
the  present  battalions  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  wouldbe  greatly  reduced,  before 
the  second  of  the  six  appointed 
drawings  could  take  place.  In  a 
particular  proposition,  accompanied 
by  the  opinion  of  the  council  of 
state,  the  minister  will,  by  his  ma¬ 
jesty’s  orders,  solicit  from  the 
Cortes  the  necessary  measures  for 
this  object. 

Art.  19- —Of  the  Supply  required 
for  the  Service  of  the  War  De« 

partment. 

It  would  be  idle  to  seek  to  prove 
that  an  increase  of  military  force 
requires  an  additional  supply  of 
pecuniary  means.  But  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  remind  the  Cortes  that 
the  supply  must  not  be  merely 
what  that  increase  would  require, 
but  must  be  sufficient  to  meet  the 
pressing  wants  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment.  Explanations  have  already 
been  given  on  the  deficiency  of 
clothing,  equipments,  and  mount¬ 
ings  for  the  army;  on  the  ex¬ 
hausted  state  of  the  auxiliary  ma¬ 
gazines  ;  and  on  the  lamentable 
decay  of  our  fortresses.  It  has 
been  shown  that  the  army  is  sup¬ 
ported  only  by  its  own  valour,  deci¬ 
sion,  patriotism,  and  firm  adhesion 
to  the  constitutional  system,  and 
that  It  is  destitute  of  those  aids 
and  supplies,  which  are  indispensa¬ 
ble  to  its  proper  maintenance. 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


553 


Tlie  removal  of  those  wants  is 
therefore  most  urgent.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  that  the  troops  should  not 
be  made  to  sustain  privations, 
which  may  at  last  weaken  their 
enthusiasm.  It  is  above  all  things 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  make 
war  in  such  a  manner,  that,  by 
shortening  the  duration  of  its 
evils,  its  effects  may  be  less  inju¬ 
riously  felt.  You  must  therefore 
be  convinced,  that  it  will  be  proper 
to  supply  the  department  under 
my  charge  with  means  sufficient 
to  accomplish  such  important  ob¬ 
jects,  and  his  majesty's  govern¬ 
ment,  firmly  resolved  to  put  down 
all  the  efforts  of  the  evil-disposed, 
will  demand  from  the  Cortes, 
through  the  minister  of  finance, 
those  supplies  which  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  necessary  to  render  effec¬ 
tual  the  triumph  of  the  national 
armies,  and  the  noble  cause  which 
they  defend. 

Art.  20. — Various  Military  Regu¬ 
lations. 

Finally,  that  nothing  may  be 
left  undone  in  the  important  task 
of  securing  the  tranquillity  of  the 
state,  and  the  advancement  of  our 
sacred  institutions,  there  will  be 
proposed  to  the  congress,  such 
changes  in  the  military  organiza¬ 
tion,  as  may  be  considered  requi- 
i  site  under  the  present  circum¬ 
stances. 

The  organical  law  for  the  stand¬ 
ing  army,  and  the  decree  for  the 
national  active  militia,  were  framed 
under  the  supposition  that  public 
tranquillity  was  not  likely  to  be 
I  at  any  time  disturbed;  and  that 
I  the  country  was  far  from  being 
!  about  to  experience  the  insurrec- 
i  tion  of  any  part  of  its  inhabitants. 
I  To  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  these  laws,  more  time  was  re¬ 
quisite  than  the  extraordinary  exi¬ 


gencies  of  the  present  times  afford, 
especially  when  many  of  the  mea¬ 
sures  necessarily  connected  with 
the  transition  from  one  system  to 
another  w^ere  not  yet  carried  into 
effect.  Is  it  extraordinary,  then, 
that  it  should  now  be  found  indis¬ 
pensable  to  alter  or  suspend  some 
of  the  articles  of  these  laws,  or 
to  supply  their  deficiencies  by  new 
provisions  ? 

His  majesty's  government,  de¬ 
sirous  that  the  national  troops 
should  obtain  the  regulations  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  successful 
issue  of  its  services,  has  made  suit¬ 
able  arrangements  with  the  in¬ 
spectors  for  their  proposing  what 
may  seem  proper  towards  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  this  object.  The  in¬ 
spectors  being  particularly  charged 
with  the  organization  of  the  forces, 
are  the  persons  most  capable  of 
judging  of  the  good  or  bad  effects 
of  the  mode  of  organization  which 
has  been  decreed.  They  are  well 
able  to  inform  the  government  of 
the  advantages  or  the  defects  of  all 
measures  connected  with  the  troops 
under  their  care.  Their  observa¬ 
tions  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
government,  which  wild  submit 
those  observations,  with  its  opi¬ 
nion  thereon,  to  the  Cortes,  in 
order  that  the  congress  may  sanc¬ 
tion  those  measures  wThich  it  is  not 
competent  for  the  executive  power 
to  adopt. 

Possessed  of  these  data,  the  wis¬ 
dom  and  patriotism  of  the  Cortes 
will  doubtless  discover  the  means 
of  securing  the  liberty  of  our 
country,  to  which  great  object  wrill 
always  be  devoted  his  majesty's 
government,  the  valiant  Spanish 
army,  and  both  the  militias,  which 
have  already  acquired  so  much 
glory  in  the  defence  of  our  sacred 
rights.  Miouel  Lopez  Banos. 

Madrid.,  Oct .  1. 
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Report  on  Spanish  Finance,  read  to  the  Extraordinary  Cortes, 
in  their  Sitting  of  the  8th  inst.  by  the  Finance  Minister. 


Urged  by  tbe  duty  imposed  on 
me  by  the  function  which  I  exer¬ 
cise,  I  am  about  to  communicate 
with  the  Cortes  on  one  of  the 
most  important  points  on  which  it 
has  to  deliberate,  and  which  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  inducements 
to  its  extraordinary  convocation. 

The  finances,  which  are  the  soul 
of  states,  and  without  which  every 
branch  of  the  administration  would 
be  paralysed  and  destroyed,  are 
about  to  be  presented  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  august  congress 
under  their  true  point  of  view. 
The  Cortes  will  be  made  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  their  present  state,  will 
discover  the  extent  of  the  resources 
which  the  government  possesses, 
together  with  that  of  the  debts 
which  it  has  to  discharge,  and, 
without  the  inconvenience  of  cor¬ 
recting  the  vices  and  defects  which 
may  be  remarked,  will  employ 
itself  in  facilitating  those  plans 
which  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
successfully  to  meet  the  public 
necessities,  and  to  relieve  the  na¬ 
tion  from  the  factious  bands  which 
infest  its  frontier  provinces.  I 
will  briefly  explain  to  the  Cortes 
the  state  which  the  public  finances 
presented  at  the  close  of  the  ses¬ 
sion  of  its  first  ordinary  legislature, 
or  the  end  of  the  second  economical 
year ;  the  dispositions  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  with  respect  to  the  same 
branch  in  the  third  year ;  and, 
finally,  the  precise  increase  of 
taxes  for  discharging  the  expenses 
of  the  public  service  up  to  the  end 
of  June,  1823 ;  as  well  as  the 
means  by  which,  in  my  opinion, 
this  increase,  in  addition  to  the 
estimates  voted  by  the  Cortes,  may 
be  met.  I  must  claim  the  indulg¬ 


ence  of  the  Cortes  in  giving  me  a 
patient  hearing,  and  supplying  by 
its  wisdom  the  deficiencies  of  my 
mode  of  explanation,  and  beg  that 
it  will  direct  its  attention  solely  to 
the  frankness  and  precision  with 
which  I  will  attempt  to  exhibit  to 
them  the  former  and  the  present 
state  of  the  public  finances. 

It  would  be  useless  for  me  to 
present  even  a  sketch  of  their  his¬ 
tory  during  the  first  economical 
year,  a  work  which  has  already 
been  performed  by  the  ministry  in 
the  memoir  read  before  the  Cortes 
on  the  5th  of  March.  It  is  suffi¬ 
cient  to  say,  that  in  the  taxes 
voted  for  the  first,  year,  there 
was  experienced  a  deficiency  of 
181,442,774  reals  25  maravedis, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  the  same 
year  there  remained  due  to  the  esti¬ 
mates  of  the  ministry  107^451,582 
reals  1  maravedi. 

With  this  deficit  and  this  arrear, 
we  entered  on  the  second  economi¬ 
cal  year.  It  was  met,  it  is  true, 
by  116,257,292  reals  4  maravedis 
of  balances,  viz.  31,440,773  reals 
13  maravedis  of  the  years  anterior 
to  the  1st  of  July,  1820;  and 
84,816,518  reals  25  maravedis  of 
that  corresponding  to  the  first  eco¬ 
nomical  year  ;  but  the  collection  of 
the  second  year  being  compared 
with  the  estimate  made  by  the 
finance  committee  of  the  contri¬ 
butions  and  rents  of  the  state,  as 
stated  in  the  diario  of  the  Cortes, 
there  appeared  the  enormous  deficit 
of  322,060,935  reals  31  maravedis. 
The  data  on  which  this  result  is 
founded  are  to  be  found  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstantial  account  of  the  trea¬ 
surer  general  and  accountant  which 
was  presented  to  the  Cortes.  So  re- 
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markable  a  difference  is  doubtless 
not  extraordinary,  considering  the 
high  value  at  which  the  produce  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Estanco,  of  the 
stamps,  registers,  and  other  branches 
were  estimated,  and  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  having  admitted  into  the 
account  an  item  which  has  proved 
to  be  imaginary.  I  must  never¬ 
theless  state  to  the  Cortes,  that 
this  diminution  from  the  estimated 
value  (which  in  some  branches  has 
proved  shamefully  great)  is  in  a 
great  measure  owing  to  the  want 
of  sufficient  zeal  in  the  officers, 
and  even  in  some  instances  to  their 
sinister  intentions;  for  our  enemies 
make  war  upon  us  in  a  thousand  dif¬ 
ferent  ways,  and  they  have  not  for¬ 
gotten,  that  to  deprive  us  as  far  as 
possible  of  resources  is  a  most 
powerful  means  of  attack.  The 
government  jealously  exerts  and 
will  continue  to  exert  every  vigi¬ 
lance  on  this  subject,  and  will  act 
rigidly  and  inflexibly  towards  the 
guilty ;  but  it  cannot  go  beyond 
its  powers,  which  are  circum¬ 
scribed  within  a  narrow  circle. 

With  regard  to  the  repartition 
for  the  second  economical  year,  the 
accounts  of  the  distribution  drawn 
up  by  the  treasurer-general  and 
the  accountant,  and  the  abstracts 
made  in  my  office,  and  others  sub¬ 
joined,  show  that  there  have  been 
made  good  in  the  said  second  year 
134,414,441  reals  10  maravedis, 
for  effects  previous  to  the  year 
1821,  and  600,136,957  reals  7 
maravedis,  for  effects  belonging  to 
the  second  economical  year ;  that 
there  arises  a  surplus  on  the  esti¬ 
mates  of  the  first  vear,  considered 
generally,  though  in  particular  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  third 
economical  year  there  remain  due 
to  the  voted  estimates  of  the  se¬ 
cond  year  191,255,313  reals  1  ma- 
ravecli.  It  does  not  appear  neces¬ 


sary  on  the  present  occasion  to 
advert  to  the  inequality  which  has 
occurred  during  the  two  years,  and 
in  consequence  of  which  less  of 
some  branches  and  more  of  others 
have  been  collected.  The  minister, 
in  the  memorial  already  cited,  has 
said  enough  upon  the  cause  of  this 
difference,  which  solely  deserves  to 
be  noticed  under  a  regular  order  of 
things,  when  the  estimates  neces¬ 
sary  for  all  the  details  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  omit  nothing,  keep  a  due  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  resources,  and  allow 
to  no  branch  a  preference  over 
another.  Besides,  the  foresight  of 
the  Cortes  has  prepared  a  remedy 
for  this  evil,  by  means  of  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  account  and  reckoning 
wisely  established  by  its  decree  of 
the  7th  of  May  this  year.  The 
government  hastened  to  carry  this 
decree  into  execution  by  means  of 
the  instruction  which  it  published 
on  the  9th  of  June,  and  has  con¬ 
stantly  followed  up  the  same  ob¬ 
ject  amidst  the  various  obstacles 
of  time  and  circumstances  which 
have  been  opposed  to  its  complete 
adjustment.  The  same  circum¬ 
stances  have  been  little  favourable, 
or  rather,  we  might  say,  altogether 
contrary,  to  the  public  finances  in 
what  we  have  to  state  respecting 
the  third  economical  year.  The 
occurrences  of  the  first  days  of 
that  year  rendered  torpid  the 
public  service,  more  particularly 
in  the  capital,  whence  proceed  all 
the  measures  of  the  government ; 
and  thus  the  result  of  the  collec¬ 
tion  in  the  provinces  was,  as  might 
be  expected,  greatly  influenced. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the 
finance  department  on  the  7th  of 
August,  the  decrees  of  the  Cortes 
on  the  contributions  granted  dur¬ 
ing  its  last  legislature,  were  in 
circulation,  but  they  had  not  failed 
to  suffer  some  delay,  both  in  the 
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secretariat  of  the  congress,  and 
that  of  my  departments,  by  the 
hindrance  experienced  in  the  dis¬ 
patch  of  business  in  general  during 
the  melancholy  days  of  last  July. 
The  intendants  of  the  provinces 
newly  created  in  the  division  of 
the  territory  decreed  by  the  Cortes 
were  already  appointed,  as  well  as 
the  chiefs  who  were  to  be  esta¬ 
blished  in  them  as  in  the  old  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  conformity  to  the  admi¬ 
nistrative  system  ultimately  fixed  ; 
but  these  functionaries  could  not 
convey  themselves  to  their  ap¬ 
pointments,  nor  establish  their 
offices,  nor  provide  their  fortresses, 
without  a  precipitation  causing 
great  ultimate  damage  to  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Every  thing  is  now  suffi¬ 
ciently  forward,  and  I  hope  that 
in  a  little  time  every  thing  will 
be  settled  in  the  provinces. 

But  the  collection  has  suffered, 
as  might  have  been  feared,  from 
what  I  have  stated.  In  the  month 
of  June  it  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  30,172,120  reals  1  maravedi, 
on  the  liquid  productions;  it 
fell  in  July  to  18,066,197  reals 
10  maravedis ;  it  increased  in 
August  to  29,782,009  reals  7  ma¬ 
ravedis,  according  to  the  accounts 
hitherto  received  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  provinces  (for  from 
all,  and  particularly  from  the 
islands,  nothing  could  hitherto  be 
collected)  ;  and  I  have  good  reason 
to  hope  that  it  will  increase  pro¬ 
gressively  in  the  succeeding  months, 
as  the  government  will  act  with 
greater  energy,  now  that  the  ter¬ 
ritory  is  properly  divided ;  as  strict 
orders  have  been  communicated  to 
the  intendants  to  enforce  the  col¬ 
lections  with  exactness,  by  means 
of  the  authority  vested  in  them  by 
the  Cortes ;  and  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  remarked,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  remark  with  severity,  the 


neglect  and  want  of  zeal  of  its 
agents.  Thus  the  collection  will 
be  ameliorated,  and  in  all  parts  of 
the  economical  administration  of 
the  state  will  be  felt  the  beneficial 
influence  of  a  just  rigour,  applied 
with  an  equal  impartiality  to  the 
chief  of  a  province  and  to  the 
lowest  of  his  subalterns,  whenever 
their  conduct  may  deserve  it. 

Nor  do  the  last  month’s  receipts 
of  the  loan  contracted  on  the  22d 
of  November,  1821,  offer  an  ade¬ 
quate  resource  to  the  ministry, 
considering  how  sparing  was  the 
produce  of  the  revenue  and  taxes 
which  came  into  the  public  trea¬ 
sury.  On  the  7th  of  August  there 
was  received  from  that  channel, 
according  to  the  statements  of 
the  treasurer-general,  the  amount 
of  117,613,037  reals  22  mara- 
vedis,  of  which  sum  9^000,000 
are  appropriated  to  the  payment 
of  the  rents  of  the  same  loan  on 
the  half  year  ending  last  May, 
600,000  reals  to  the  liquidation  of 
the  expenses  of  the  furnishing  of 
the  certificates  of  rentes,  and 
3,000,000  to  their  redemption  or 
extinction.  Consequently,  since 
the  7th  of  August  only  four  mil¬ 
lions  an  d  a  half  of  the  real  proceeds 
of  the  said  loan  could  have  been 
disposed  of. 

The  present  state  of  this  loan 
will  be  understood  from  the  details 
furnished  by  the  director  of  the 
Great  Book  of  the  public  debt.  The 
Cortes  will  see  from  them,  that  the 
sum  of  the  rentes  at  5  per  cent 
which  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Ardouin,  Hubbard,  and 
Co.  as  equivalents,  amounts  to 
36,713,432  reals  4  maravedis. 
First,  92,734,321  reals  capital  at 
the  price  of  the  negotiation  of  the 
effects  of  the  old  loans  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  government 
agents;  secondly,  134,- 400, 000 reals 
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produce  of  the  monthly  payments 
in  specie  stipulated  in  the  afore¬ 
said  negotiation  of  the  22d  No¬ 
vember  ;  and  thirdly,  140, 000, 000 
reals,  corresponding  to  the 
14,000,000  rents  anticipated  in 
conformity  to  the  same.  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  these  rentes  have  been  re¬ 
ceived,  payable  in  London  to  the 
amount  of  27j>6  10,800  reals,  and 
payable  in  Paris  to  the  amount  of 
1,6(50,240  reals;  in  all  28,671,200 
reals  of  rent,  which  have  to  receive 
8,042,232  reals  4  maravedis  to 
complete  the  above  stated 
36,713,432  reals  4  maravedis  of 
rent.  Such  is  the  state  in  which 
the  effects  of  the  old  loans,  con¬ 
verted  into  rentes  of  5  per  cent 
remain  at  the  disposal  of  the  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  conditions  of  the  said  loan 
being  modified  by  an  agreement 
entered  into  with  the  aforesaid 
house  of  Ardouin,  Hubbard,  and 
Co.  on  the  14th  of  June  last,  and 
approved  by  the  Cortes  on  the  27th, 
government  has  taken  every  ne¬ 
cessary  step  for  their  punctual 
execution,  and  to  enable  the  ma¬ 
nagers  of  the  Great  Book  and 
Sinking  fund  to  fulfil  their  re¬ 
spective  functions.  The  precision 
of  the  operations  of  the  first  will 
be  seen  b}r  the  explanation  I  have 
given,  and  the  Cortes  would  do 
well  to  acknowledge  them;  the 
second  will  also  execute  theirs  with 
equal  punctuality,  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
mortgages  executed  by  their  agents 
in  London  and  Paris.  I  have 
before  mentioned,  that  since  I  have 
held  the  office  of  minister  of 
finance,  3,000,000  of  reals  have 
been  destined  to  the  extinction  of 
rentes;  which  furnishes  an  incon¬ 
testable  proof  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  government,  and  of  its 


punctuality  in  fulfilling  its  engage¬ 
ments  ;  and  to  this,  as  well  as  to 
the  punctuality  with  which  the 
interests  and  premiums  of  the 
other  loans  are  made  good,  is 
undoubtedly  owing  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  price  of  these  and 
of  the  5  per  cent  rentes,  which 
has  been  manifested  in  the  foreign 
markets,  and  has  already  had  its 
effect  on  the  national  market. 

If  it  was  urgent  to  give  to  the 
collection  the  impulse  which  was 
so  much  wanting  to  preserve  and 
improve  our  credit,  it  was  no  less 
indispensable  to  promote  that  of 
the  rents  of  Estanco  and  Excise. 
The  contraband  system,  pursued 
to  an  extent  of  which  even  the 
most  calamitous  times  afford  no 
example,  diminishes  the  proceeds 
of  the  latter,  and  almost  anni¬ 
hilates  those  of  the  former.  The 
establishment  of  a  maritime  guard 
is  one  of  the  means  most  likely  to 
remedy  so  great  and  transeendant 
an  evil ;  and,  in  this  undertaking, 
the  government,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Cortes,  will  vigilantly  en¬ 
deavour  to  obtain  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  the  good  effects  which  are 
likely  to  result  if  the  ship-owners 
fulfil  their  obligations  with  zeal 
and  fidelity,  or,  if  not,  to  reduce 
them  by  force  to  the  observance 
of  their  duty. 

In  order  that  the  distribution 
might  rise  to  so  high  an  amount, 
the  government  was  obliged  to 
resort  to  extraordinary  means,  such 
as  negotiating  various  anticipations 
on  the  produce  of  the  lotteries  and 
the  crusada,  and  appealing  to  the 
generous  patriotism  of  the  worthy 
Ayuntamiento  of  the  capital,  who, 
in  addition  to  their  services  already 
rendered  to  public  liberty,  cheer¬ 
fully  agreed  to  perform  another 
equally  important  one,  in  the 
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anticipation  already  effected  of 
15,000,000  of  reals  in  bonds  and 
other  negotiable  effects  on  account 
of  the  taxes  raised  by  this  court ; 
a  service  which  the  government 
highly  values,  and  which  more 
and  more  confirms  the  claim  of 
the  Ayuntamiento  to  public  grati¬ 
tude. 

The  state  of  the  Catalonian 
provinces  has  required  abundant 
assistance,  and  has  imposed  on  the 
ministry  the  duty  of  approving  an 
anticipation  to  the  treasury  amount¬ 
ing  to  6,000,000  of  reals,  opened 
by  the  zealous  authorities  of  Bar¬ 
celona,  whose  conduct  merits  the 
praise  of  the  government,  and  who 
are  to  transmit  to  the  general 
treasury  whatever  sums  the  anti¬ 
cipation  may  there  produce.  Fi¬ 
nally,  relying  on  the  forthcoming 
produce  of  the  sale  of  the  rents 
conceded  by  the  Cortes  in  the  last 
session  to  cover  the  deficit  between 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
economical  current  year,  and  on 
the  express  condition  of  punctual 
repayment,  arrangements  were 
made  for  transmitting  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  treasury  the  funds  which 
exist  in  Paris,  proceeding  from 
the  inscriptions  in  the  Great  Book 
of  the  public  debt  of  France  in 
favour  of  the  Spaniards  for  indem¬ 
nification.  I  know  not  whether 
the  payment  has  been  realized,  but 
the  government  has  already  made 
arrangements  for  the  repayment, 
either  to  the  holders  of  the  bills 
granted  by  the  treasurer-general 
on  that  fund,  or  to  the  fund  itself, 
whether  it  be  or  be  not  made  use 
of ;  and  on  this  point  the  credit  of 
the  nation  will  remain  on  a  foot¬ 
ing  correspondent  with  its  dignity, 
thus  affording  proofs  of  being 
enabled  sacredly  to  fulfil  its  obli¬ 
gations. 


The  negotiation  for  the  inscrip¬ 
tions  to  the  amount  of  30,000,000 
granted  by  the  Cortes,  and  that 
of  the  extraordinary  credit  of 
50,000,000  of  reals,  for  the  minis¬ 
try  of  marine,  which  belong  also 
to  the  class  of  rentes  at  5  per  cent, 
may,  at  first  sight,  appear  under 
a  somewhat  favourable  aspect.  The 
emission  of  the  30,000,000  was 
announced  on  the  1st  of  August, 
and  the  whole  month  was  appoint¬ 
ed  for  the  reception  of  proposals. 
It  was  necessary  to  await  the 
event,  while  the  demands  of  the 
treasury  were  every  moment  in¬ 
creasing  ;  and,  amidst  the  anxiety 
felt  by  the  government  lest  it 
should  not  possess  the  means  of 
supplying  its  wants,  competitors 
found  a  conjuncture  favourable  to 
their  interested  views.  Thus  all 
the  propositions  were  more  or  less 
disadvantageous ;  and  though  cir¬ 
cumstances  authorized  some  sacri¬ 
fice,  yet  the  government,  circum¬ 
spect  in  its  proceeding,  and  anx¬ 
ious  to  conceal,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  burthen  under  which  it  labour¬ 
ed,  firmly  rejected  some  proposi¬ 
tions,  which,  from  their  amount, 
as  well  as  their  conditions,  it 
would  have  been  blameable  to 
accept. 

This  energetic  conduct,  though 
it  occasioned  a  perplexity  of  some 
days,  multiplied  wants,  and  ren¬ 
dered  necessary  the  adoption  of 
extraordinary  measures  to  meet 
urgent  obligations,  nevertheless 
placed  the  government  in  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  position  with  respect 
to  those  who,  aware  of  its  situa¬ 
tion,  wished  to  subject  it  to  sacri¬ 
fices  which  would  have  entailed  its 
discredit  and  ruin. 

It  has  already  been  observed, 
that  the  government  was  not  re¬ 
gardless  of  re-establishing  its  credit 
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ifi  a  way  as  far  as  possible  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  good  name  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  and  at  the  same 
time  concluding  favourable  nego¬ 
tiations.  For  this  purpose 
3,000,000  of  rentes  were  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  extinction  of  rentes 
at  5  per  cent,  which,  in  a  great 
measure,  restored  her  considera¬ 
tion,  joined  to  the  political  events 
which  have  also  exercised  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  influence. 

The  result  has  proved  as  suc¬ 
cessful  as  could  be  wished,  and 
the  government  may  congratulate 
itself  on  having  concluded  a  con¬ 
tract  sufficiently  advantageous, 
compared  with  that  which  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  and  with  that  which 
would  have  been  obtained,  had 
the  resolution  of  the  government 
been  precipitately  taken.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  measures  were  taken  with 
sufficient  caution  ;  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  announcing  to  the 
Cortes,  that  to  that  assembly  we 
are  indebted  for  an  advantage  of 
tween  18,000,000  and  20,000,000. 
But,  in  alluding  to  this  subject  I 
must  not  omit  an  acknowledgment 
which  I  consider  as  an  act  of  jus¬ 
tice,  and  without  which  I  should 
not  feel  that  I  had  discharged  my 
duty.  The  government,  renounc¬ 
ing  all  secrecy  in  this  delicate 
affair,  consulted  with  various  indi¬ 
viduals,  whose  opinions  were  re¬ 
ceived  before  any  step  was  taken. 
To  these  individuals  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  successful  issue  of 
the  operation,  inasmuch  as  their 
intelligence  and  counsel  contri¬ 
buted  to  bring  it  to  a  close.  In 
this  affair  they  evinced  an  interest 
truly  patriotic,  and  they  have  in 


every  respect  fulfilled  the  wishes  of 
the  government.  I  could  here 
publish  the  names  of  these  gentle¬ 
men,  but  the  fear  of  offending 
them  by  so  doing,  induces  me  to 
pass  them  over  in  silence. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the 
public  finances  at  the  close  of  the 
second  economical  year,  and  such 
it  is  at  the  present  day.  On  the 
one  hand,  there  appears  a  deficit  of 
322,000,000  in  the  contributions 
voted  by  the  Cortes  for  the  said 
second  economical  year.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  due  to  the 
estimates  of  the  second  year  the 
sum  of  190000,000,  which  must 
be  made  up  from  the  imposts  de¬ 
creed  for  the  third  economical 
year.  Unfortunately,  in  the  taxes 
which  have  been  levied  during  this 
last  year,  considerable  difficulty 
had  occurred  in  the  collection :  as 
contraband  trade  greatly  diminishes 
the  most  productive  taxes,  and  the 
insurrection,  in  the  provinces  in 
which  it  exists,  opposes  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  administrative  provi¬ 
sions,  impedes  the  levying  of  con¬ 
tributions,  and  renders  null  the 
produce  of  the  taxes,  owing  to 
the  vast  expense  of  maintaining 
the  armed  force  necessary  for  put¬ 
ting  down  the  rebellion. 

The  ministers,  in  order  to  fix 
the  demand  of  supplies  for  their 
departments,  which,  among  other 
things,  is  the  object  of  the  convo¬ 
cation  of  the  present  Extraordinary 
Cortes,  have  drawn  up  and  ad¬ 
dressed  to  me  estimates  in  addition 
to  those  already  submitted  to  the 
ordinary  Cortes.  In  these  estimates 
are  required — 


Reals  Marav. 

For  the  ministry  of  state,  according  to  the  addi¬ 
tional  estimate  ......  2, 409; 41 6 

For  the  ministry  of  the  interior,  according  to  the 

additional  estimate . 47,395,000 
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,  Reals  Mara rv» 

For  the  ultra  marine  ministry,  according  to  the 

additional  estimate  .  .  '  .  .  .  .  87.,392  15 

For  the  ministry  of  grace  and  justice,  according  to 

the  additional  estimate  .....  4,257.469  3 

For  the  ministry  of  war,  according  to  the  estimate,  325,000,000 
For  the  ministry  of  marine,  according  to  the  esti¬ 
mate  ........  31,959,334 

And  the  ministry  of  finance  also  solicit,  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  13,000,000  of  rentes  already  nego¬ 
tiated,  as  well  as  for  the  sinking  fund  attached 
to  them  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21,600,000 


Total  .  .  432,708,311  18 


The  sum  which  the  govern¬ 
ment  considers  it  necessary  should 
be  raised  is  that  of  664,813,324 
reals  and  19  maravedis,  granted  by 
the  Cortes  on  the  general  estimate 
of  expenses,  decreed  the  28  th 
of  June,  and  augmented  by 
191,255,313  reals  and  1  maravedi, 
with  which  the  ministry  of  my 
department  settles  the  deficit,  li¬ 
quidated  at  the  end  of  the  second 
economical  year ;  the  calculated 
value  of  the  revenues  of  the  state 
being  compared  with  the  real 
value  produced;  and  there  being  also 
an  augmentation  of  160,933,332 
reals  and  11  maravedis,  to  meet 
the  diminution  which  probably 
may  arise  on  the  revenues  decreed 
by  the  Cortes  in  the  last  session. 
From  the  subjoined  account,  it 
would  appear  necessary  that  the 
Cortes  should  make  a  grant  of 
784,890,957  reals,  and  30  mara¬ 
vedis,  in  order  that  all  the  engage¬ 
ments  for  the  public  service,  both 
past  and  current,  may  be  fulfilled 
with  that  regularity  which  is 
proper  and  indispensable. 

Punctuality  in  these  payments 
will  perhaps  be  found  one  of  the 
political  measures,  which  will  most 
contribute  to  conciliate  minds  and 
restore  public  tranquillity.  Meri¬ 
torious  officers,  who  now  belong 


to  the  inactive  class  of  the  army, 
because  their  age  or  infirmities  do 
not  permit  them  to  join  the  army  ; 
magistrates  who  administerjustice; 
civil  officers  of  all  kinds,  whom 
preceding  regulations  have  placed 
in  the  retired  class ;  unfortunate 
widows  and  orphans,  so  worthy  of 
protection — all  call  for  payment 
which  have  been  for  months  due, 
and  the  want  of  which  has  been 
the  cause  of  much  inconvenience 
and  distress.  They  daily  present 
themselves  to  implore,  as  a  favour, 
that  which  is  justly  their  due ; 
and  melancholy  is  the  situation  of 
a  government  which  recognizes 
the  title  by  which  its  protection  is 
demanded,  and  which  knows  its 
duty,  and  yet  possesses  no  means  of 
exercising  the  one  or  fulfilling  the 
other.  I  repeat,  that  to  meet  all 
demands  upon  us,  will,  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  moment,  be  a  political  mea¬ 
sure  of  great  influence  in  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  insurrection  which 
at  present  unfortunately  exists  in 
some  provinces,  and  for  enabling 
the  Spanish  nation  to  appear, 
in  the  eyes  of  foreigners,  under 
that  imposing  attitude,  which  is 
indispensable  to  command  the 
respect  of  enemies  of  every  de¬ 
scription. 

The  government  well  knows 
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the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  sa¬ 
crifices  which  it  is  necessary  to 
demand  of  the  nation ;  but  being 
placed  under  the  necessity  of  pro- 
curing  for  it,  at  any  expense,  the 
enjoyment  of  internal  tranquillity, 
and  of  preserving  it  from  being 
menaced  externally  under  any 
motive  or  pretext ;  and  feeling 
that  these  necessities  are  so  pe¬ 
remptory  and  urgent  as  to  require 
abundant  and  important  measures, 
without  giving  rise  to  new  imposts 
or  surcharges  on  those  which  al¬ 
ready  exist,  on  account  of  the  slow 
progress  of  such  a  collection,  his 
majesty  has  thought  fit  to  propose 
to  the  Cortes,  in  order  to  meet 
the  sum  of  784, 896*957  reals  .80 
maravedis,  which  are  considered 
indispensable  towards  the  end  of 
June,  1823,  the  inscription  in  the 
Great  Book  of  the  public  debt  of 
65,000,000  of  reals  of  rentes,  at  5 
per  cent,  which  may  be  employed 
by  the  government  whenever  it 
may  be  found  necessary,  and  in 
the  manner  most  convenient  to  the 
national  treasury. 

But  this  measure,  though  it  is 
preferable  from  the  promptitude 
with  which  it  is  carried  into  effect, 
leaves  a  debt  in  perspective  which 
it  will  be  proper  to  meet  oppor¬ 
tunely,  particularly  as  this  loan, 
which  is  necessarily  very  extensive, 
has  been  preceded  by  others  of  con¬ 
siderable  amount,  which,  com¬ 


bined  with  it,  will  form  a  res¬ 
pectable  sum  as  well  in  interest  as 
in  capital. 

Debts  of  this  amount  must  sink 
the  public  credit  if  they  are  not 
guaranteed  by  suitable  pledges,  and 
it  is  proper  to  designate  them,  in 
order  to  ensure  the  success  of  the 
emissions,  and  to  enable  them  to  be 
made  with  greater  advantages  and 
smaller  risks. 

Government  will  consider  this 
point  as  soon  as  the  concession  of 
the  rentes  which  it  requires  is  rea¬ 
lized,  if  the  Cortes  should  think 
proper  to  grant  them.  For  the 
present  it  must  confine  itself  to 
the  demonstration  of  the  necessitv 
of  granting  this  supply,  and  of 
granting  it  immediately  ;  for,  as  I 
have  before  said,  if  the  demands 
are  instantaneous,  the  supplies 
must  be  instantaneous  also ;  the 
extent  of  its  engagements  leaves 
otherwise  no  hope  of  being  able  to 
meet  them  ;  and  it  is  indispensable 
that  the  remedy  which  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  should  be  as  prompt  as  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  require,  in  order  that  its 
tardiness  may  not  render  it  useless, 
or  delay  increase  the  evil,  and  carry 
along  with  it  a  necessity  for  greater 
sacrifices.  The  Cortes  will  doubt¬ 
less  resolve  on  what  they  think 
most  advisable. 

Mariano  Egoa. 

October  8,  1822. 


Speech  of  the  King  of  Portugal  read  at  the  opening  of  the  first  Ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Cortes ,  on  the  1st  of  December ,  1822,  and  the  reply  of 
the  President. 


“  Senhores, — Your  assembling 
in  this  august  hall  on  a  day  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  liberty  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  nation,  is  a  mo¬ 
tive  for  me  to  congratulate  you  on 
the  confidence  by  which  vour  fel- 
Vol.  LXIV. 


low  citizens  have  distinguished 
you,  at  the  same  time  that  I  re¬ 
commend  to  your  consideration  the 
subjects  of  great  importance  with 
which  you  will  have  to  be  occu¬ 
pied. 

2  O 
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“  The  constituent  Cortes,  by- 
settling  the  conditions  of  the  so¬ 
cial  compact,  have  fixed  the  rights 
of  citizenship  and  the  limits  of 
civil  freedom.  In  forming  the 
constitution  to  which  we  have 
sworn,  they  planned  and  com¬ 
menced  a  magnificent  work,  the 
completion  of  which  is  by  the  law 
and  the  choice  of  the  nation  in¬ 
trusted  to  your  hands.  So  much 
the  more  difficult,  therefore,  must 
it  be  for  you  to  fulfil  the  duties 
which  you  have  taken  upon  your¬ 
selves,  if  your  labours  are  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  confidence  of  your 
fellow-citizens. 

<(  Y es,  Senhores  !  great  intelli¬ 
gence  and  much  firmness  are 
wanting  for  the  completion  of  the 
details  of  those  regulating  laws,  on 
the  wisdom  of  which  depends  the 
triumph  of  the  constitution  over 
the  rebellion  of  a  constantly  re¬ 
fractory  egotism.  Fortunately,  the 
Portuguese  people  in  general  love 
the  constitution,  because  they  are 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  reform. 
Pacific  and  submissive  to  reason 
and  the  law,  this  heroic  people  is 
daily  acquiring  new  titles  to 'the 
distinguished  place  which  it  be¬ 
comes  them  to  occupy  among  civi¬ 
lized  nations. 

“  The  exact  administration  of 
justice  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  constituent  Cortes,  because 
that  is  the  most  sacred  object  of 
the  laws,  and  the  most  important 
for  mankind.  This  subject  also 
demands  your  wise  deliberation.  It 
is  necessary  that  the  great  work 
which  has  been  begun  should  be 
completed,  in  order  that  the  go¬ 
vernment  may  make  known  the 
effects  of  the  salutary  reform  which 
the  country  desires. 

“  The  adjustment  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  establishment  of  public 
credit,  claim  your  especial  atten¬ 


tion.  The  most  mild  and  adequate 
means  for  this  purpose  would  be 
the  establishing  an  equilibrium 
between  the  public  income  and 
expenditure,  by  reducing  the  lat¬ 
ter  according  to  the  rules  of  a  rigid 
economy.  This  reduction,  and  the 
reform  in  the  mode  of  collection 
and  management  must  depend  on 
the  wisdom  of  your  deliberation. 

“  The  paternal  love  which  I 
devote  to  the  Portuguese  has  di¬ 
rected  my  solicitude  and  particular 
attention  to  the  important  objects 
of  public  security,  subsistence  and 
education.  If  the  numerical  force 
of  individuals,  being  in  strict 
proportion  with  the  means  of 
subsistence,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  public  safety ;  constitutes 
the  basis  of  the  power  and 
greatness  of  a  nation,  the  firm¬ 
ness  and  stability  of  the  social 
edifice  depend  essentially  on  the 
reform  of  those  customs  which  de¬ 
rive  their  origin  from  a  religious 
respect  for  the  laws. 

“  The  well-directed  libertv  of 
the  press,  and  the  distinctions 
which  the  constitution  confers  on 
virtue  and  talents,  doubtless  aug¬ 
ment  the  hope  of  the  moral  and 
political  regeneration  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  people,  with  the  progress 
of  civilization.  But  the  efforts  of 
the  government  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  arts  and  sciences  will  be 
insufficient,  without  the  support  of 
legislative  authority— r-a  support 
which  your  knowledge  and  pa¬ 
triotism  assure  me  will  not  be 
wanting,  as  you  must  be  convinced 
that  a  people  cannot  be  free  with¬ 
out  being  virtuous  and  civilized. 

“  The  regulating  laws  of  the 
municipal  and  administrative  bo¬ 
dies,  on  which,  in  a  great  measure, 
depend  the  execution  of  the  con¬ 
stitution,  and  the  vivifying  prin-* 
ciples  of  regeneration,  are  more 
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than  all  others  necessary  for  pre¬ 
venting  those  doubts  which  fre¬ 
quently  arise  in  consequence  of  the 
powers  which  belong  to  each  of 
the  constituted  authorities  not 
being  precisely  fixed.  It  was  cer¬ 
tainly  necessary  to  destroy  the  an¬ 
cient  institutions,,  but  the  necessity 
for  those  which  are  to  be  advanta¬ 
geously  substituted  for  them  is  still 
more  urgent. 

“  I  am  convinced  of  the  wisdom 
and  the  zeal  of  the  legislative 
body  for  the  improvement  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  public 
administration.  My  co-operative 
efforts  will  always  be  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  the  nation*  because 
I  cannot  imagine  my  existence 
prosperous  unaccompanied  by  the 
abundance*  dignity*  virtue*  and  fe¬ 
licity*  which  ought  to  constitute 
the  habitual  and  permanent  state 
of  the  Portuguese  nation. 

“  The  King  Don  John  vi.” 

The  President*  addressing  the  mi¬ 
nisters*  made  the  following  reply : — - 
Senhores  ! — The  paternal  and 
generous  sentiments  communicated 
by  his  majesty  to  this  congress 
through  the  medium  of  his  minis¬ 
ters*  cannot  fail  to  excite  in  all  our 
hearts  the  most  ardent  love  for  the 
sacred  person  of  so  great  a  sove¬ 
reign*  more  particularly  when  we 
reflect  that  these  are  the  senti¬ 
ments  which  are  considered  due  to 
the  opening  of  this  session  ;  a  me¬ 
morable  epoch*  in  which  the  na¬ 
tion  and  the  throne  reciprocally 
lend  to  each  other  the  firmest 
support*  and  in  which  the  rights  of 
the  throne  are  secured  and  consoli- 
i  dated  by  the  interest  which  the 
i nation  takes  in  their  conversation. 

f<r  Senhores,  there  is  a  kind  of 
iglory  which  is  never  eclipsed. 
Conquests  are  not  worth  as  much 
as  they  cost.  The  fruit  of  many 
:victories  is  often  lost  in  a  moment. 


The  greatness  of  empires  is  usually 
not  well  combined  with  their  du¬ 
ration.  Treaties  may  be  abrogated 
by  subsequent  treaties  *•  but  the 
love  of  mankind*  and  eternal  ad¬ 
miration*  perpetuate  the  examples 
of  those  ldngs*  who*  according  to 
the  wishes  of  the  nations  entrusted 
to  their  administration*  found*  or 
re-establish  society  on  the  triple 
basis  of  religion*  laws*  and  cus¬ 
toms.  The  works  of  such  extra¬ 
ordinary  men  are  of  long  duration, 
and  their  spirit  is  transmitted  with 
their  glory  to  the  most  remote 
posterity.  This  glory*  Senhores, 
will  always  belong  to  our  king, 
Don  Joam  VI.*  as  his  deeds  and 
his  words  assure  us.  One  year  of 
his  reign  is  more  abundant  in  glo¬ 
rious  events*  than  many  ages  of 
other  dynasties. 

“  Little  more  than  a  year  has 
passed*  since  his  majesty*  daring 
the  waves  of  the  Atlantic*  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  cradle  of  the  monarchy ; 
whither  he  came  to  be  the  counsel¬ 
lor  of  an  oppressed  people*  and  the 
support  of  a  nation  which  desired 
to  be  free. 

“  A  few  days  ago*  his  majesty 
accepted  and  swore  to  maintain 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  state* 
which  secured  to  us  liberty*  and 
freed  us  from  oppression  ;  and  in 
the  solemn  act  of  that  oath*  his 
majesty  not  only  united  to  him  all 
minds  by  gaining  all  hearts*  but  at 
once  laid  the  eternal  foundation  of 
the  throne*  and  consolidated  in  the 
firmest  manner  the  basis  of  public 
liberty. 

(C  Finally*  this  day  in  which  the 
constitution  orders  this  happy  and 
solemn  meeting  of  the  hereditary 
representative*  and  the  elected  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  Portuguese 
nation*  if  the  indisposition  of  his 
majesty  has  deprived  us  of  his  res¬ 
pectable  presence*  we  are  not*  at 

2  o  2 


56 4  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  182-2. 


least  by  the  discourse  which  he 
has  addressed  to  us  through  the 
mediiim  of  his  ministers.,  left 
without  the  knowledge  of  his  ar¬ 
dent  wish  for  national  prosperity, 
and  his  sincere  promises  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  efficaciously  in  whatever  this 
legislature  may  do  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people  who  have  delegated 
to  it  their  powers.  Who,  on  being 
assured  of  this  frank  and  sincere 
co-operation,  can  apprehend  any 
thing  for  the  future,  after  contem¬ 
plating  the  past  ?  Let  us.  Sen- 
hores,  examine  and  confront  what 
has  been  done  with  what  remains 
to  be  done. 

“  Senhores,  the  rights  and  the 
duties  of  man  are  declared ;  the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation  is  recog¬ 
nised,  its  exercise  is  delegated,  but 
with  restrictions ;  abuses  are 
guarded  against ;  the  liberty  of 
opinion  is  mad*  an  established 
principle ;  the  right  of  petition  is 
one  of  the  first  laws  of  the  state ; 
we  have  consequently  established 
all  the  bases  of  public  order.  What 
is  wanting,  Senhores,  is,  to  apply  to 
society  the  regular  impulse  of  the 
just  and  the  useful ;  because  the 
just  and  the  useful  will  henceforth 
be  the  only  means  of  securing 
public  opinion  and  esteem,  which 
will  always  reprobate  those  acts 
which  have  not  this  solid  founda¬ 
tion.  What  is  wanted  is,  to  con¬ 
duct,  by  the  assistance  of  good  laws, 
the  vessel  of  the  state,  and  to  give 
the  government  sufficient  power 
and  energy,  for  procuring  the 
rigid  execution  of,  and  the  most 
unlimited  obedience  to,  the  laws. 
In  this  manner,  the  two  first  pub¬ 
lic  authorities,  the  legislative  and 
the  executive  powers,  will  always 
be  united  for  one  object,  and  res¬ 
pecting  each  other,  in  order  that 
they  may  each  be  respected ;  and, 
recognizing  each  other  as  separate, 


but  not  as  enemies,  they  will  hold 
out  an  example  to  inferior  autho¬ 
rities,  and  to  all  citizens  in  general. 
Thus  we  all  hope,  and  thus  there 
is  reason  to  hope :  for  the  success 
which  has  hitherto  crowned  the 
labours  of  the  constituent  Cortes 
and  the  government  is  a  presage 
that  the  same  result  will  attend 
what  yet  remains  to  be  done.  The 
road  is  indeed  long,  and  the  diffi¬ 
culties  many ;  but  what  obstacles 
can  daunt  the  hearts  of  Portu¬ 
guese  when  the  object  they  have 
in  view  is  public  felicity  ?  Many 
of  the  representatives  who  now 
surround  the  throne,  have  wit¬ 
nessed  the  effects  which  the  new 
system  has  produced  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  will  therefore  be  able 
to  suggest  the  means  best  calcu¬ 
lated  to  give  to  the  administrative 
system  that  force,  activity,  and  life, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  go¬ 
vernment. 

“  Convinced,  most  of  all,  of  the 
necessity  of  equalizing  the  in¬ 
comes  and  outgoings  of  the  public 
treasury,  we  shall  make  reforms 
and  economical  reductions  without 
prejudice  to  the  subsistence  of 
those  who  depend  upon  that  de¬ 
partment.  Arrangements  for  a 
just  repartition  and  punctual  col¬ 
lection  of  the  taxes  shall  be  made. 
Regulations  shall  be  introduced 
into  all  the  branches  of  administra¬ 
tion  in  order  to  enable  us  to  ex¬ 
tinguish  the  public  debt,  and  to  pay 
all  persons  in  public  employment 
with  punctuality. 

“  It  will  be  our  next  endeavour 
to  bring  all  the  laws,  civil  and  cri¬ 
minal,  into  accordance  with  the 
constitution.  We  have  to  simplify 
the  forms  of  process  by  rendering 
the  means  of  obtaining  justice 
more  expeditious.  It  is  necessary 
to  exterminate  the  hydra  of  foren¬ 
sic  chicanery  by  establishing  with 
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prudence  and  wisdom  the  division 
between  judges  of  fact  and  judges 
of  law.  « 

a  We  have  to  animate  com¬ 
merce  and  manufactures.,  which  so 
powerfully  influence  the  prosperity 
of  agriculture  and  the  wealth  of 
nations.  It  ought  to  be  our  ob¬ 
ject  to  take  care  that  the  trade  of 
Portugal  be  not  limited  to  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  its  own  soil  and  indus¬ 
try^  but  to  make  it  embrace  the 
productions  of  the  whole  globe. 
This  object  merits  our  most  parti¬ 
cular  attention. 

“  It  is  necessary  to  render  the 

responsibility  of  the  ministers  and 

other  inferior  agents  of  public  au- 

thoritv  effectual. 

•/ 

“  It  is  indispensable  that  public 
spirit  should  be  formed  by  the 
means  of  a  national  education ; 
and  it  is  most  urgent  to  suc¬ 
cour  indigence,  and  to  give  em¬ 
ployment  to  the  poor,  that  mendi¬ 
city  may  be  prevented. 

“  The  army  and  the  navy  re¬ 
quire  better  regulations ;  and  it  is 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  decent 
subsistence  of  that  part  of  the 
clergy  who  labour  most  in  admi¬ 
nistering  spiritual  aliment. 

“  This  is,  Senhores,  in  substance, 
the  outline  of  the  regulating  laws. 


which  the  constitution  points  out, 
and  to  which  you  will  have  to  di¬ 
rect  your  attention. 

“We  have  nothing  to  fear  for 
external  security ;  for  the  nations 
of  Europe,  already  wearied  by  des¬ 
tructive  discords,  and  emancipated 
from  the  delusion  of  false  ideas  of 
grandeur,  appear  to  be  sensible  of 
the  necessity  of  union,  and  of  meet¬ 
ing  each  other  with  a  fraternal 
embrace.  Ah  !  unhappy  is  that 
nation  which  founds  its  prosperity 
on  the  ruin  of  others  ! 

“  Such  are  the  happy  auspices 
under  which  the  labours  of  our 
first  legislative  assembly  commence. 
Let  us  renew  our  vows,  and  de¬ 
vote  our  united  efforts  to  support 
political  liberty — to  defend  reli¬ 
gion  and  the  constitution  to  which 
we  have  sworn,  and  to  maintain 
the  king  and  his  illustrious  de¬ 
scendants  on  the  throne  which  the 
same  constitution  has  secured  to 
them.  Impressed  with  these  sen¬ 
timents,  let  us  still  hope  that  the 
hand  which  hath  hitherto  con¬ 
ducted  us  from  miracle  to  miracle 
will  not  abandon  us,  and  that  the 
precious  life  of  his  majesty,  which 
is  so  necessary  to  us,  will  be  pre¬ 
served/' 


Dispatch  from  the  Count  de  Nesselrode  to  the  Charge  d’ Affaires 
of  Russia  at  Madrid ,  dated  Verona,  the  1  Mk  ( 26th )  Nov.  1822. 


The  sovereigns  and  the  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  assembled  at  Verona, 
in  the  firm  intention  of  consolidat¬ 
ing  more  and  more  the  peace 
which  Europe  enjoys,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  whatever  might  tend  to  com¬ 
promise  that  state  of  general  tran¬ 
quillity,  were  led,  from  the  first 
moment  of  their  assembling;,  to  di¬ 


rect  their  anxious  and  serious  at¬ 
tention  towards  an  ancient  mo¬ 
narchy,  which  had  been  agitated 
with  internal  commotions  during 
two  years,  and  which  could  not 
but  excite,  in  an  equal  degree,  the 
solicitude,  the  interest,  and  the 
apprehension  of  other  powers. 

When,  in  the  month  of  March, 
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182CV,  some  perjured  soldiers  turn* 
ed  their  arms  against  their  sove¬ 
reign  and  their  country,  to  im¬ 
pose  upon  Spain  laws  which  the 
public  reason  of  Europe  enlight¬ 
ened  by  the  experience  of  all  ages, 
stamped  with  its  highest  disap¬ 
probation,  the  allied  cabinets,  and 
particularly  that  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  hastened  to  point  out  the 
calamities  that  would  follow  in  the 
train  of  institutions  which  conse¬ 
crated  military  revolt,  by  the  very 
mode  of  their  establishment. 

These  fears  were  but  too  soon 
and  too  thoroughly  justified.  They 
are  no  longer  theories  nor  principles 
which  are  now  to  be  examined 
and  approved.  Facts  speak  aloud; 
and  what  feeling  must  they  not 
inspire  in  every  Spaniard  who  yet 
cherishes  a  love  for  his  king  and 
country  ?  What  regret  must  be 
experienced  at  the  ascendancy  of 
the  men  who  have  brought  about 
the  Spanish  revolution  ? 

At  the  moment  when  a  deplor¬ 
able  success  crowned  their  enter¬ 
prise,  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  was  the  object  of  the 
Spanish  government.  The  whole 
nation  participated  in  the  wishes 
of  his  Catholic  majesty;  all  Eu¬ 
rope  had  offered  him  an  amicable 
intervention  to  restore  for  him,  on 
solid  bases,  the  authority  of  the 
mother  country  over  distant  re¬ 
gions  which  formerly  constituted 
her  wealth  and  her  strength.  En¬ 
couraged,  by  a  fatal  example,  to 
persevere  in  rebellion,  the  provinces 
where  it  had  already  broken  out, 
found  in  the  events  of  the  month 
of  March  the  best  apology  for  dis¬ 
obedience  ;  and  those  which  had 
yet  remained  faithful  immediately 
separated  from  the  mother  country, 
justly  afraid  of  the  despotism  which 
was  about  to  oppress  its  unfortu¬ 


nate  sovereign,  and  a  people  whom 
rash  innovations  condemned  to  tra¬ 
verse  the  whole  range  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  disasters. 

To  the  disorders  of  America 
were  soon  added  the  evils  that 
are  inseparable  from  a  state  of 
things  where  the  conservative  prin¬ 
ciple  of  social  order  had  been  for¬ 
gotten. 

Anarchy  appeared  in  the  train 
of  revolution  ;  disorder  in  the  train 
of  anarchy.  Long  years  of  tran¬ 
quil  possession  soon  ceased  to  be 
a  sufficient  title  to  property ;  the 
most  sacred  rights  were  soon  dis¬ 
puted  ;  ruinous  loans,  and  contri¬ 
butions  unceasingly  renewed,  soon 
attacked  both  public  wealth  and 
the  fortunes  of  private  individuals. 
As  was  the  case  at  that  epoch,  the 
bare  recollection  of  which  makes 
Europe  shudder,  religion  was  des¬ 
poiled  of  her  patrimony ;  the 
throne,  of  popular  respect ;  the 
royal  dignity  was  outraged :  and 
authority  was  transferred  to  as¬ 
semblies  where  the  blind  passions 
of  the  multitude  seized  upon  the 
reins  of  government.  Lastly,  and 
to  complete  the  parallel  with  those 
days  of  calamity  so  unhappily  re¬ 
produced  in  Spain,  on  the  7th  of 
July  blood  was  seen  to  flow  in  the 
palace  of  the  king,  and  a  civil  war 
raged  throughout  the  Peninsula. 

During  nearly  three  years,  the 
allied  powers  continued  to  flatter 
themselves  that  the  Spanish  cha¬ 
racter,  that  character  so  constant 
and  so  generous  when  the  safety 
of  the  country  was  in  question, 
and  lately  so  heroic  when  it  strug¬ 
gled  against  a  power  produced  by 
revolution,  would  show  itself  at 
last,  even  in  the  men  who  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  betray  the  noble 
recollections  which  Spain  might 
proudly  recall  to  every  nation  in 


PUBLIC  DOCUMEN  T  S. 


567 


Europe.  They  flattered  them¬ 
selves  that  the  government  of  his 
Catholic  majesty,  undeceived  by 
the  first  lessons  of  a  fatal  expe¬ 
rience,  would  adopt  measures,  if 
not  to  stop  by  one  common  effort 
the  numerous  calamities  which 
were  bursting  upon  them  from  all 
sides,  at  least  to  lay  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  a  remedial  system,  and  to 
secure  gradually  to  the  throne  its 
legitimate  rights  and  its  necessary 
prerogatives ;  also  to  give  to  sub¬ 
jects  adequate  protection,  and  to 
property  indispensable  guarantees. 
But  those  hopes  have  been  utterly 
falsified.  The  lapse  of  time  has 
only  brought  with  it  fresh  injus¬ 
tice  ;  violence  has  been  increased  ; 
the  number  of  victims  has  fright¬ 
fully  augmented  ;  and  Spain  has 
already  seen  more  than  one  warrior, 
and  more  than  one  faithful  citizen, 
hurried  to  the  scaffold. 

It  is  thus  that  the  revolution  of 
the  9th  of  March  went  on,  day  by 
day,  hastening  the  ruin  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  when  two  par¬ 
ticular  events  occurred  which  ex¬ 
cited  the  most  serious  attention  of 
foreign  governments. 

In  the  midst  of  a  people  to 
whom  devotion  to  their  kings  is  an 
hereditary  sentiment — a  people 
who  for  six  successive  years  shed 
the  noblest  blood  to  recover  their 
legitimate  monarch — -that  monarch 
and  his  family  were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  notorious  and  almost  abso¬ 
lute  captivity.  His  brothers,  com¬ 
pelled  to  justify  themselves,  were 
daily  menaced  with  the  dungeon  or 
the  axe,  and  imperious  commands 
forbade  him,  with  his  dying  wife, 
to  quit  the  capital. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  imitation 
of  the  revolutions  of  Naples  and 
Piedmont,  which  the  Spanish  con¬ 
spirators  constantly  represent  as 
their  own  work,  we  hear  them  an¬ 


nounce  that  their  plans  of  subver¬ 
sion  have  no  limits.  In  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  country  they  strove  with 
unremitting  perseverance  to  en¬ 
courage  tumults  and  rebellion.  In 
more  distant  states  they  laboured 
to  create  accomplices ;  the  activity 
of  their  proselytisxn  was  every 
where  felt ;  and  every  where  it 
produced  the  same  disasters. 

Such  conduct  would,  of  necessity 
excite  general  reprobation.  Those 
cabinets  which  sincerely  desired 
the  good  of  Spain,  intimated,  du¬ 
ring  two  years,  their  sentiments, 
bv  the  nature  of  the  relations 
which  they  maintain  with  its  go¬ 
vernment.  France  saw  herself 
obliged  to  confide  to  an  army  the 
protection  of  her  frontiers,  and 
probably  she  will  be  compelled 
also  to  confide  to  it  the  task  of 
putting  an  end  to  those  provoca¬ 
tions  which  have  rendered  it  ne¬ 
cessary.  Spain  herself  has  re¬ 
belled,  in  some  parts  against  a  sys¬ 
tem  which  is  foreign  to  her  habits, 
to  her  known  loyalty,  and  to  her 
entirely  monarchical  traditions. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  em¬ 
peror,  our  august  master,  has  de¬ 
termined  to  take  a  step  which  can¬ 
not  leave  to  the  Spanish  nation 
any  doubt  as  to  his  true  inten¬ 
tions,  nor  as  to  the  sincerity  of 
the  wishes  he  entertains  in  her  be¬ 
half. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  dan¬ 
gers  arising  from  vicinity,  which 
are  always  imminent,  those  which 
menace  the  royal  family,  and  the 
just  complaints  of  a  neighbouring 
state,  will  terminate  in  creating 
between  him  and  Spain  the  most 
grave  embarrassments. 

It  is  this  painful  extremity 
which  his  majesty  would  avoid,  if 
possible  ;  but,  as  long  as  the  king 
is  not  in  a  condition  to  express 
freely  his  will ;  as  long  as  a  de- 
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plorable  order  of  things  facilitates 
the  efforts  of  the  artists  of  revolu¬ 
tions,  who  are  united  by  one  com¬ 
mon  bond  with  those  of  the  other 
countries  of  Europe,  to  trouble  its 
repose,  is  it  in  the  power  of  the 
emperor,  is  it  in  the  power  of  any 
monarch,  to  ameliorate  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  Spanish  government 
with  foreign  powers  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  how  easy 
would  it  be  to  attain  this  essential 
end,  if  the  king  recovered,  with 
his  perfect  liberty,  the  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  civil  war,  of 
preventing  a  foreign  war,  and  of 
surrounding  himself  with  the  most 
enlightened  and  the  most  faithful 
of  his  subjects,  in  order  to  give  to 
Spain  those  institutions  which  her 
wants  and  her  legitimate  wishes 
require. 

Then,  free  and  tranquil,  she 
could  not  but  inspire  Europe  with 
the  security  which  she  would  her¬ 
self  enjoy ;  and  then,  too,  the 
powers  which  now  protest  against 
the  conduct  of  her  government 
would  be  eager  to  renew  with  her 
relations  truly  amicable  and  found¬ 
ed  upon  mutual  good  will. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  Russia 
announced  these  grand  truths  to 
the  attention  of  Spaniards.  Never 
had  their  patriotism  higher  desti¬ 
nies  to  fulfil,  than  at  this  moment. 
What  glory  for  them  to  conquer 
revolution  a  second  time,  and  to 
prove  that  it  can  never  exercise 
dominion  in  a  country,  where  an¬ 
cient  virtues,  an  indelible  attach¬ 
ment  to  principles  which  guarantee 
the  duration  of  society,  and  respect 
for  a  holy  religion,  will  always 
triumph  over  anarchical  doctrines, 
and  the  artifices  employed  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  fatal  influence.  Already 
one  portion  of  the  nation  has  de¬ 
clared  itself.  It  onlv  remains  for 
the  other  portion  to  unite  in¬ 


stantly,  with  their  king,  to  deliver 
Spain — to  save  it — to  assign  it,  in 
the  great  European  family,  a  place 
so  much  the  more  honourable,  be¬ 
cause  it  would  be  snatched,  as  in 
1814,  from  the  disastrous  triumph 
of  military  usurpation. 

In  directing  you,  M.  le  Comte, 
to  communicate  to  the  ministers  of 
his  most  Catholic  majesty,  the 
sentiments  developed  in  this  dis¬ 
patch,  his  majesty  is  willing  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  neither  his  intentions, 
nor  those  of  his  allies,  will  be 
misinterpreted.  In  vain  will  male¬ 
volence  endeavour  to  represent 
them  in  the  light  of  foreign  interfe¬ 
rence,  which  seeks  to  dictate  laws 
to  Spain. 

To  express  the  desire  of  seeing 
a  protracted  misery  terminate,  to 
snatch  from  the  same  yoke  an 
unhappy  monarch  and  one  of  the 
first  among  European  nations,  to 
stop  the  effusion  of  blood,  and  to 
facilitate  the  re- establishment  of  an 
order  of  things  at  once  wise  and 
national,  is  certainly  not  attacking 
the  independence  of  a  country, 
nor  establishing  a  right  of  inter¬ 
vention  against  which  any  power 
whatever  would  have  reason  to 
protest.  If  his  imperial  majesty 
had  other  views,  it  would  rest  with 
him  and  his  allies  to  let  the  Spanish 
revolution  complete  its  work.  V ery 
soon,  every  germ  of  prosperity,  of 
wealth,  and  of  power,  would  be 
destroyed  in  the  Peninsula ;  and 
if  the  Spanish  nation  can  suppose 
these  hostile  designs  to  be  enter¬ 
tained,  they  should  look  for  the 
proof  of  their  existence  in  the  in¬ 
difference  and  the  inaction  of  the 
allies. 

The  reply  that  will  be  made  to 
the  present  declaration,  must  de¬ 
cide  questions  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  Your  instructions 
from  this  day  will  point  out  the 
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determination  that ^ you  are  to  make,  which  are  offered  for  securing  to 
if  the  dispositions  of  the  public  au-  Spain  a  future  tranquillity,  and  an 
thority  at  Madrid  reject  the  means  imperishable  glory. 


Dispatch  of  M.  the  Prince  de  Metternich,  to  the  Charged’ Af¬ 
faires  of  Austria  at  Madrid,  dated  Verona,  Dec.  14,  1822. 


The  situation  in  which  the  Spa¬ 
nish  monarchy  finds  itself  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  events  which  have 
transpired  in  that  state  during  the 
last  two  years,  was  an  object  of 
too  paramount  importance  not  to 
have  seriously  occupied  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  cabinets  assembled  at 
Verona.  The  emperor,  our  august 
master,  has  desired  that  you  should 
be  informed  of  the  view,  which 
he  takes  of  this  momentous  ques¬ 
tion  ;  and  it  is  to  fulfil  his  desire 
that  I  address  to  you  the  present 
dispatch. 

The  character  of  the  revolution  of 
Spain  was  clear  to  us  from  its  origin. 
Conformably  to  eternal  decrees, 
good  can  never  arise  to  states,  any 
more  than  to  individuals,  from  a 
disregard  of  the  first  duties  imposed 
upon  man  in  social  order ;  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
subjects  shouhf  not  be  commenced 
by  criminal  illusions,  by  perverting 
opinion,  and  by  misleading  the  con¬ 
science  :  and  military  revolt  can 
never  form  the  basis  of  a  happy  and 
durable  government. 

The  revolution  of  Spain,  consi¬ 
dered  solely  in  regard  to  the 
destructive  influence  it  has  ex¬ 
ercised  over  the  kingdom  which 
has  experienced  it,  would  be  an 
event  worthy  the  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  and  interest  of  foreign  sove¬ 
reigns  ;  for  the  prosperity  or  the 
ruin  of  one  of  the  most  interesting 
states  of  Europe  cannot  be  in  their 
eyes  an  indifferent  alternative ; 
only  the  enemies  of  Spain,  if  per¬ 


chance  she  have  any,  could  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  regarding,  unmoved,  the 
convulsions  which  prey  upon  her. 
A  just  repugnance,  however,  to 
meddle  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
an  independent  nation,  would  per¬ 
haps  influence  these  sovereigns  not 
to  pronounce  on  the  situation  of 
Spain,  if  the  evil  operated  by  her 
revolution  was  concentrated,  or 
could  be  concentrated,  within  her 
territorial  limits.  But  this  is  not 
the  case  ;  this  revolution,  even  be¬ 
fore  it  arrived  at  maturity,  had  been 
the  cause  of  great  disasters  in  other 
states ;  it  was  this  revolution 
which,  by  the  contagion  of  its 
principles  and  of  its  example,  and 
by  the  intrigues  of  its  principal 
partisans,  created  the  revolutions 
of  Naples  and  Piedmont ;  it  was 
this  revolution  which  would  have 
excited  insurrections  throughout 
Italy,  menaced  France,  and  com¬ 
promised  Germany,  but  for  the 
intervention  of  the  powers  which 
preserved  Europe  from  this  new 
conflagration.  Every  where  the 
destructive  means  employed  in 
Spain,  to  prepare  and  consummate 
the  revolution,  have  served  as  a 
model  to  those  who  flattered  them¬ 
selves  that  they  were  paving  the 
way  to  new  conquests.  Every 
where  the  Spanish  constitution  has 
become  the  rallying  point,  and  the 
war  whoop  of  a  faction,  combined 
alike  against  the  security  of  thrones 
and  the  repose  of  subjects. 

The  dangerous  impulse,  which 
the  Spanish  revolution  had  given 
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to  tlie  whole  south  of  Europe, 
placed  Austria  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
measures  which  ill  accorded  with 
the  pacific  course  which  she  would 
desire  invariably  to  pursue.  She 
has  witnessed  a  portion  of  her  do¬ 
minions  surrounded  by  sedition, 
and  fettered  by  incendiary  plots, 
and  on  the  very  eve  of  being  at¬ 
tacked  by  conspirators,  whose  first 
efforts  were  directed  against  the 
frontiers.  It  was  only  by  great 
efforts  and  great  sacrifices  that 
Austria  succeeded  in  re-establish¬ 
ing  tranquillity  in  Italy,  and  in 
defeating  projects,  the  success  of 
which  would  have  been  any  thing 
but  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  her 
own  provinces.  Besides,  in  the 
questions  relative  to  Spain,  his  im¬ 
perial  majesty  cannot  do  otherwise, 
than  support  the  same  principles 
which  he  has  always  so  decidedly 
manifested.  Even  in  the  absence 
of  any  direct  danger  to  the  people 
confided  to  his  care,  the  emperor 
will  never  hesitate  to  disavow  and 
reprove  what  he  thinks  false  and 
culpable,  in  regard  to  the  general 
interests  of  human  society.  Faith¬ 
ful  to  the  system  of  preservation 
and  peace,  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  he  has  contracted  inviolable 
engagements  with  his  august  allies, 
his  majesty  will  never  cease  to  con¬ 
sider  disorder  and  subversions, 
whatever  portion  of  Europe  may 
be  the  victim  of  them,  as  an  object 
of  deep  solicitude  for  all  govern¬ 
ments  ;  and  whenever  the  emperor 
can  make  his  views  manifest  amid 
the  tumult  of  these  deplorable 
crises,  he  shall  think  that  he  has 
fulfilled  a  duty,  with  which  no  con¬ 
sideration  can  induce  him  to  dis¬ 
pense.  It  would  be  difficult  for 
me  to  believe,  M.  Count,  that  the 
declared  judgment  of  his  imperial 
majesty  on  the  events  which  are 


passing  in  Spain  can  be  misunder¬ 
stood  or  misinterpreted  in  that 
country.  No  object  of  private  in¬ 
terest — no  conflict  of  reciprocal 
pretension — no  sentiment  of  mis¬ 
trust  or  jealousy  can  inspire  in  our 
cabinet  an  idea  in  opposition  to  the 
welfare  of  Spain. 

The  house  of  Austria  has  only 
to  turn  to  the  annals  of  its  own 
history  to  find  the  most  powerful 
motives  of  attachment,  regard,  and 
good-will  towards  a  nation,  which 
may  with  just  pride  recall  those 
centuries  of  glorious  memory,  in 
which  her  sun  of  grandeur  never 
set  —  towards  a  nation,  which, 
powerful  in  respectable  institu¬ 
tions,  hereditary  virtues,  religious 
sentiments,  and  in  love  to  her 
kings,  has  rendered  herself  illus¬ 
trious  in  every  age  by  a  patriotism 
always  loyal,  always  generous,  and 
very  often  heroic.  During  a  pe¬ 
riod  still  recent,  this  nation  asto¬ 
nished  the  world  by  the  courage, 
devotion,  and  perseverance,  which 
she  opposed  to  the  ambitious 
usurper  who  endeavoured  to  de¬ 
prive  her  of  her  monarch  and  her 
laws ;  and  Austria  will  never  for¬ 
get,  how  useful  was  the  noble  re¬ 
sistance  of  the  Spanish  nation  at  a 
time  of  great  danger  for  herself. 

It  is  not  to  Spain,  either  as  a 
nation  or  as  a  power,  that  can  be 
applied  the  severe  language  which 
is  dictated  to  his  imperial  majesty 
by  his  conscience  and  his  love  of 
truth ;  it  applies  only  to  those 
who  have  ruined  and  disfigured  her, 
and  who  persist  in 
sufferings. 

On  meeting  his  august  allies  at 
Verona,  his  majesty,  the  emperor, 
has  had  the  happiness  again  to  find 
in  their  counsels  the  same  tutelary 
and  disinterested  dispositions  which 
have  constantly  guided  his  own. 
The  tone  of  the  dispatches,  which 
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will  be  addressed  to  Madrid,  will 
vouch  for  this  fact,  and  will  leave 
no  doubt  of  the  sincere  anxiety  of 
the  powers  to  serve  the  cause  of 
Spain,  by  demonstrating  to  her  the 
necessity  of  pursuing  a  different 
course.  It  is  certain  that  the 
grievances  which  oppress  her  have 
lately  augmented  in  fearful  pro¬ 
gression.  The  most  rigorous 
measures,  the  most  hazardous  ex¬ 
pedients,  can  no  longer  give  au¬ 
thority  to  her  administration.  Civil 
war  rages  in  several  of  her  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  her  relations  with  the 
greatest  portion  of  Europe  are  de¬ 
ranged  or  suspended  ;  and  her  re¬ 
lations  with  France  have  even  as¬ 
sumed  so  problematical  a  character, 
as  to  justify  serious  disquietude 
respecting  the  consequences  which 
may  thence  result. 

Would  not  such  a  state  of  things 
justify  the  most  fatal  forebodings? 

Every  Spaniard,  who  knows  the 
real  state  of  his  country,  ought  to 
feel  that,  in  order  to  burst  the 
fetters  which  now  bind  the  mo¬ 
narch  and  his  subjects,  Spain  must 
terminate  that  state  of  separation 
which  has  been  the  result  of  late 
events.  The  relations  of  confi¬ 
dence  and  sincerity  must  be  re-es¬ 
tablished  between  her  and  the 
other  governments;  relations  which, 
by  guaranteeing  on  the  one  hand, 
her  firm  intention  to  associate  her¬ 
self  in  the  common  cause  of  the 
European  monarch,  may,  on  the 
other  hand,  furnish  the  means  of 
estimating  her  real  will,  and  of 
S  rejecting  every  thing  calculated  to 
|  pervert  and  restrain  it.  But  to 
|  attain  this  end,  it  is  especially  in- 
,  dispensable  that  her  king  should 
i  be  free,  not  only  as  regards  that 
personal  liberty  which  every  indi¬ 


vidual  may  claim  under  the  reign 
of  the  laws,  but  that  liberty  which 
a  sovereign  ought  to  enjoy  in  order 
to  discharge  his  high  vocation. 
The  king  of  Spain  will  be  free 
from  the  moment  that  he  shall  have 
the  power  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
evils  which  afflict  his  subjects,  of 
restoring  order  and  peace  in  his 
kingdom,  of  surrounding  himself 
with  men  equally  worthy  of  his 
confidence  by  their  principles  and 
talents ;  and,  finally,  of  substitut¬ 
ing  for  a  regime  acknowledged  to  be 
impracticable  even  by  those  whose 
egotism  or  pride  still  attaches  them 
to  it,  an  order  of  things  in  which 
the  rights  of  the  monarch  shall  be 
happily  blended  with  the  real  in¬ 
terests  and  legitimate  views  of  all 
classes  of  the  nation.  When  this 
moment  shall  arrive,  Spain,  wearied 
by  long  sufferings,  may  flatter 
herself  with  re-entering  into  full 
possession  of  the  advantages,  which 
Heaven  has  allotted  her,  and 
which  the  noble  character  of  her 
inhabitants  insures  to  her ;  then 
will  she  be  restored  to  those  rela¬ 
tions  which  unite  her  to  all  the 
European  powers ;  and  his  im¬ 
perial  majesty  will  congratulate 
himself  upon  having  nothing  left 
to  offer  her  but  the  wishes  which 
he  entertains  for  her  prosperity, 
and  all  the  good  services  which  he 
may  have  it  in  his  power  to  render 
to  an  ancient  friend  and  ally. 

You  will,  M.  the  count,  make 
of  this  despatch  a  use  the  most  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  you  may  find  yourself  on 
receiving  it.  You  are  authorized 
to  read  it  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  as  well  as  to  give  him  a 
copy  should  he  ask  it. 
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Dispatch  from  the  Count  Du  Bernstoff  to  the  Prussian  Charge 
d’ Affaires  at  Madrid,  Dated  Verona,  Nov.  22,  1822. 


Sir ; — Among  the  objects  which 
fix  the  attention  and  demand  the 
anxious  solicitude  of  the  sovereigns 
and  cabinets  assembled  at  Verona, 
the  situation  of  Spain,  and  its  re¬ 
lations  with  the  rest  of  Europe, 
have  occupied  the  first  place. 

You  know  the  interest  which 
the  king,  our  august  master,  has 
never  ceased  to  take  in  his  Catholic 
majesty,  and  in  the  Spanish  nation. 

This  nation,  so  distinguished  by 
the  loyalty  and  energy  of  its  cha¬ 
racter,  illustrious  from  so  many 
ages  of  glory  and  virtue,  and 
always  so  celebrated  for  the  noble 
devotion  and  heroic  perseverance 
which  made  it  triumph  over  the 
ambitious  and  despotic  designs  of 
the  usurper  of  the  French  throne, 
possesses  claims  too  venerable  and 
too  solid  to  the  interest  and  regard 
of  all  Europe,  to  permit  that  its 
sovereigns  can  view  with  indiffer¬ 
ence  the  miseries  that  actually  op¬ 
press  it,  and  with  which  it  is  me¬ 
naced. 

An  event  the  most  deplorable 
has  subverted  the  ancient  bases  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy ;  compro¬ 
mised  the  character  of  the  nation  ; 
and  attacked  and  poisoned  public 
prosperity  in  its  very  sources. 

A  revolution,  which  sprung 
from  military  revolt,  has  suddenly 
broken  all  the  bonds  of  duty,  over¬ 
thrown  all  legitimate  order,  aijd 
dissolved  the  elements  of  the  social 
edifice,  which  cannot  fall  without 
covering  the  whole  country  with 
its  ruins. 

It  was  thought  possible  to  re¬ 
place  this  edifice,  by  extorting  from 
a  sovereign  already  despoiled  of  all 
real  authority  and  of  all  free  will, 
the  re-establishment  of  the  con¬ 


stitution  of  the  Cortes  of  the  year 
1812,  which,  confounding  all  ele¬ 
ments  and  all  power,  and  assuming 
only  the  single  principle  of  a  per¬ 
manent  and  legal  opposition  against 
the  government,  necessarily  de¬ 
stroyed  that  central  and  tutelary 
authority,  which  constitutes  the 
essence  of  the  monarchical  system. 

The  consequences  have  fully 
made  known  to  the  Spanish  nation, 
what  are  the  fruits  of  so  fatal  an 
error. 

The  revolution,  that  is  to  say 
the  letting  loose  of  every  passion 
against  the  ancient  order  of  things, 
far  from  being  stopped,  checked, 
or  modified,  has  developed  itself  in 
a  manner  at  once  rapid  and  terri¬ 
fying.  The  government,  powerless 
and  paralyzed,  had  no  longer  the 
means  of  either  doing  good  or  pre¬ 
venting  evil.  All  its  powers  were 
found  concentrated,  accumulated, 
and  confounded,  in  one  single  as¬ 
sembly  ;  this  assembly  presented 
only  a  conflict  of  opinions  and 
views,  of  interests  and  of  passions, 
in  the  midst  of  which  propositions 
and  resolutions  of  the  most  hetero¬ 
geneous  kind  were  constantly  pro¬ 
duced,  resisted,  or  neutralized. 
The  ascendancy  of  the  fatal  doc¬ 
trines  of  a  disorganizing  philosophy 
could  not  but  augment  the  general 
delusion,  until  at  last,  as  might 
naturally  be  expected,  every  notion 
of  sound  policy  was  abandoned  for 
vain  theories,  and  every  sentiment 
of  justice  and  moderation  sacrificed 
to  the  dreams  of  fallacious  liberty. 
From  that  moment  institutions,  es¬ 
tablished  under  the  pretence  of 
offering  securities  against  the  abuse 
of  authority,  became  merely  the 
instruments  of  injustice  and  vio- 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


573 


fence,  and  the  means  of  covering 
this  tyrannical  system  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  legality. 

Without  the  slightest  hesitation, 
the  most  venerable  and  sacred 
rights  were  abolished ;  lawful  pro¬ 
perty  was  violated ;  and  the  Church 
was  stripped  of  its  dignity,  its  pre¬ 
rogatives,  and  its  possessions.  It 
may  be’  thought-  that  a  despotic 
power,  exercised  by  a  faction  only 
to  the  injury  of  the  country, 
would  soon  have  fallen  to  pieces,  if 
delusive  declamations  from  *the 
tribune,  ferocious  outcries  from 
the  clubs,  and  the  licentiousness  of 
the  press,  had  not  kept  down  pub¬ 
lic  opinion,  and  stifled  the  voice  of 
that  sound  and  reasonable  part  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  which  Europe 
was  well  aware  formed  an  immense 
majority.  But  the  measure  of  in¬ 
justice  was  filled,  and  the  patience 
of  faithful  Spaniards  appeared  at 
length  to  be  exhausted.  On  all 
sides  discontent  burst  forth,  and 
whole  provinces  became  the  prey 
of  civil  war. 

In  the  midst  of  this  dreadful 
agitation,  the  sovereign  of  the 
country  was  seen  reduced  to  an 
absolutely  powerless  state,  de¬ 
prived  of  all  liberty  of  action  and 
of  will,  a  prisoner  in  his  capital, 
separated  from  all  his  faithful  ser¬ 
vants  who  still  remained  attached 
to  him,  loaded  with  insults  and 
contumely,  and  exposed,  from  day 
to  day,  to  attempts  which,  if  the 
faction  did  not  provoke  them,  at 
least  they  had  retained  no  means 
of  preventing. 

You,  sir,  who  have  witnessed 
the  origin,  the  progress,  and  the 
consequences  of  the  revolution  of 
the  year  1820,  can  testify  that 
there  is  nothing  exaggerated  in 
the  picture  of  it  which  I  have  thus 
rapidly  traced.  Things  have  now 
reached  such  a  crisis,  that  the  sove¬ 


reigns  assembled  at  Verona  at 
length  feel  themselves  compelled 
to  inquire,  what  are  now,  and 
what  will  hereafter  be,  the  nature 
of  their  relations  with  Spain. 

It  might  have  been  hoped,  that 
the  dreadful  calamity,  with  which 
Spain  was  attacked,  would  have 
experienced  crises  of  a  nature  cal¬ 
culated  to  bring  back  that  ancient 
monarchy  to  an  order  of  things 
compatible  with  its  own  welfare, 
and  with  relations  of  friendship 
and  confidence  between  itself  and 
the  other  states  of  Europe.  But 
this  hope  has  been  hitherto  frus¬ 
trated.  The  moral  state  of  Spain 
is  at  the  present  moment  such,  that 
her  relations  with  foreign  powers 
must  necessarily  be  doubtful  and 
uncertain.  Doctrines  subversive  of 
all  social  order  are  openly  preached 
and  protected.  Insults,  directed 
against  the  principal  sovereigns  of 
Europe,  fill  with  impunity  the 
public  journals.  The  revolutionists 
of  Spain  disperse  their  emissaries, 
in  order  to  associate  with  them¬ 
selves,  in  their  pernicious  labours, 
whatever  conspirators  may  be 
found  in  foreign  countries  against 
public  order  and  legitimate  au¬ 
thority. 

The  inevitable  effect  of  so  many 
disorders  has  particularly  mani¬ 
fested  itself  in  the  change  of  rela¬ 
tions  between  Spain  and  France. 
The  irritation,  which  has  resulted, 
is  of  a  nature  calculated  to  create 
the  most  just  apprehensions  as  to 
the  maintenance  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries.  This  circum¬ 
stance  alone  would  be  sufficient  to 
determine  the  assembled  sovereigns 
to  break  silence  upon  a  state  ol 
things,  which  every  day  threatens 
to  compromise  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

Is  the  Spanish  government 
willing,  or  is  it  able,  to  apply  a  re- 
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medy  to  evils  so  palpable  and  so 
notorious  ?  Will  it,  and  can  it, 
prevent  or  repress  the  hostile  con¬ 
sequences  and  the  insulting  provo¬ 
cations  which  arise  with  regard  to 
foreign  governments,  from  the 
position  in  which  the  revolution 
has  placed  it,  and  from  the  system 
which  it  has  established  ? 

We  conceive  that  nothing  can  be 
more  contrary  to  the  intentions  of 
his  most  Catholic  majesty,  than  to 
see  himself  placed  in  a  situation  so 
extremely  painful  with  respect  to 
foreign  sovereigns ;  but  it  is  pre¬ 
cisely  because  this  monarch,  who  is 
the  only  authentic  and  legitimate 
organ  of  communication  between 
Spain  and  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  finds  himself  deprived  of 
his  liberty,  and  restrained  in  his 
will,  that  those  powers  consider 
their  relations  with  Spain  to  be 
compromised  and  deranged. 

It  is  not  for  foreign  courts  to 
judge  what  institutions  would  har¬ 
monize  best  with  the  character, 
the  manners,  and  the  real  wants 


of  the  Spanish  nation ;  but  it  does 
indubitably  belong  to  them  to 
judge  of  the  consequences  which 
experiments  of  this  kind  produce 
with  regard  to  themselves,  and  to 
regulate  by  those  consequences, 
their  future  determinations,  and 
their  future  positions,  with  regard 
to  Spain.  Now,  the  king,  our 
master,  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
Spanish  government,  in  order  to 
preserve,  and  re-establish  on  a 
solid  foundation,  their  relations  with 
foreign  powers,  cannot  do  less  than 
give  to  these  last  unequivocal 
proofs  of  the  liberty  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  and  an  adequate  guarantee 
of  their  disposition  and  ability  to 
remove  the  causes  of  our  regret, 
and  of  our  too’  just  inquietude  re¬ 
specting  it. 

The  king  orders  you,  sir,  not  to 
conceal  this  opinion  from  the 
Spanish  minister,  to  read  to  him 
this  despatch,  to  leave  a  copy  of  it 
in  his  hands,  and  to  request  him  to 
explain  himself  frankly  and  clearly 
upon  the  points  to  which  it  refers. 


The  President  of  the  Council  of  Ministers,  charged  ad  interim  with 
the  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  Count  De  La  Garde, 
his  Majesty’s  Minister  at  Madrid. 


“  M.  le  Comte ; — As  your  poli¬ 
tical  situation  may  be  changed,  in 
consequence  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  Verona,  French  candour 
requires  that  you  should  be  di¬ 
rected  to  make  known  the  views  of 
the  government  of  his  Most  Chris¬ 
tian  Majesty  to  the  government  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty. 

“  Since  the  revolution,  which 
took  place  in  Spain  in  April, 
1820,  France,  notwithstanding  the 
dangers  which  that  revolution 
presented  for  her,  carefully  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  close  the  bonds 
which  unite  the  two  kings,  and  to 


maintain  the  relations  which  exist 
between  the  two  nations. 

“  But  the  influence,  under 
which  the  changes  in  the  Spanish 
monarchy  were  brought  about,  has 
become  more  powerful  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  very  results  of  these 
changes,  as  it  was  easy  to  be  fore¬ 
seen. 

“  A  constitution,  which  king 
Ferdinand  on  resuming  the  crown 
neither  recognized  nor  accepted, 
was  imposed  on  him  by  a  military 
insurrection.  The  natural  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  transaction  has 
been,  that  each  dissatisfied  Spa- 


575 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 


uiard  considers  himself  authorized 
to  seek,  by  the  same  means,  the 
establishment  of  an  order  of  things 
more  in  harmony  with  his  opinions 
and  principles.  The  employment 
of  force  has  created  the  right  of 
force. 

"  Hence  the  movements  of  the 
guards  at  Madrid,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  armed  corps  in  different 
parts  of  Spain.  The  provinces 
bordering  on  France  have  been 
chiefly  the  theatre  of  the  civil  war. 
Thus  it  has  become  necessary  for 
France  to  protect  herself  from  this 
state  of  disorder  in  the  Peninsula. 
The  events  which  have  occurred 
since  the  establishment  of  an  army 
of  observation  at  the  foot  of  the 
Pyrennees  have  sufficiently  justi-' 
fied  the  foresight  of  his  majesty’s 
government. 

cc  Meanwhile  the  congress;  which 
since  last  year  had  been  looked  to 
for  deciding  on  the  affairs  of  Italy, 
assembled  at  Verona. 

“  As  an  integral  part  of  this 
congress,  France  was  bound  to  ex¬ 
plain  herself  with  respect  to  the 
armaments  to  which  she  had  been 
compelled  to  have  recourse,  and  to 
the  manner  in  which  she  might 
eventually  employ  them.  The 
precautions  of  France  appeared 
just  to  her  allies,  and  the  continen¬ 
tal  powers  adopted  the  resolution 
of  uniting  with  her  to  aid  her  (if 
there  ever  should  be  occasion)  in 
maintaining  her  dignity  and  tran¬ 
quillity. 

“  France  would  be  satisfied  with 
a  resolution  at  once  so  benevolent 
and  so  honourable  with  respect  to 
her  ; .  but  Austria,  Prussia,  and 
Russia,  judged  it  necessary  to  add 
to  the  particular  act  of  alliance  a 
manifestation  of  their  sentiments. 
Diplomatic  notes  are  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  addressed  by  these  three 
powers  to  their  respective  minis¬ 


ters  at  Madrid,  who  will  commu¬ 
nicate  them  to  the  Spanish  go¬ 
vernment,  and  in  their  ulterior 
conduct  follow  the  orders  which 
they  shall  have  received  from  their 
courts. 

“  For  your  part,  M.  le  Comte, 
in  giving  these  explanations  to  the 
cabinet  of  Madrid,  you  will  de¬ 
clare  to  it,  that  his  majesty’s  go¬ 
vernment  is  intimately  united  with 
its  allies  in  the  firm  resolution  to 
repel  by  every  means  revolutionary 
principles  and  movements; — that 
it  equally  concurs  with  its  allies  in 
the  wishes  which  they  form,  that  a 
remedy  may  be  found  by  the  noble 
Spanish  nation  itself,  for  these 
evils — evils  which  are  of  a  nature 
to  disturb  the  governments  of 
Europe,  and  to  impose  on  them 
precautions  which  always  must  be 
painful. 

“  You  will,  in  particular,  take 
care  to  make  known,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Peninsula,  restored  to 
tranquillity,  will  find  in  their 
neighbours  faithful  and  sincere 
friends.  You  will,  therefore,  give 
to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  the 
assurance  that  the  succours  of 
every  kind,  which  France  can  dis¬ 
pose  of  in  favour  of  Spain,  will 
always  be  offered  to  her  for  the 
purpose  of  assuring  her  happiness, 
and  increasing  her  prosperity  ;  but 
you  will  at  the  same  time  declare, 
that  France  will  in  no  respect 
relax  the  preservatory  measures 
which  she  has  adopted,  while  Spain 
continues  to  be  torn  by  factions. 
His  majesty’s  government  will  not 
even  hesitate  to  recall  you  from 
Madrid,  and  to  seek  guarantees  in 
more  efficacious  measures,  if  its 
essential  interests  continue  to  be 
compromised,  and  if  it  lose  the 
hope  of  an  amelioration,  which  it 
takes  a  pleasure  in  expecting  from 
the  sentiments  which  have  so  loner 
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united  Spaniards  and  Frenchmen 
in  love  for  their  kings,  and  for  a 
wise  liberty. 

“  Such  are,  M.  le  Comte,  the 
instructions  which  the  king  has 
ordered  me  to  submit  to  you,  at 
the  moment  in  which  the  notes  of 
the  cabinets  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  and 
St.  Petersburgh  are  about  to  be 
presented  to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid. 


These  instructions  will  serve  to 
make  known  to  you  the  views  and 
the  determination  of  the  French 
government  on  this  grave  occur¬ 
rence. 

“  You  are  authorized  to  com¬ 
municate  this  despatch,  and  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  it  if  it  be  de¬ 
manded.” 

“  Paris,  Dec .  25,  1822  ” 


Official  Documents  laid  before  Congress  on  the  1 6th  of  April ', 
relative  to  the  Claim  of  Russia  to  certain  Territorial  and  Maritime 
Rights  on  the  North-west  Coast  of  America. 


Department  of  State,  Washington, 
April  13,  1822. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom 
has  been  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  16th  of  February  last,  request¬ 
ing  the  president  of  the  United 
States  “  to  communicate  to  that 
house  whether  any  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  has  made  claim  to  any  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  coast  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  north  of  the  42nd  degree 
of  latitude,  and  to  what  extent ; 
whether  any  regulations  have  been 
made  by  foreign  powers  affecting 
the  trade  on  that  coast,  and  how 
far  it  affects  the  interests  of  this 
republic ;  and  whether  any  com¬ 
munications  have  been  made  to 
this  government  by  foreign  powers, 
touching  the  contemplated  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  Columbia  river has 
the  honour  of  submitting  to  the 
president  sundry  papers  containing 
the  information  embraced  by  the 
resolution. 

At  the  time  when  the  subject  of 
the  proposed  occupation  of  the 
Columbia  river  was  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  at 
their  last  session,  the  minister  of 


Great  Britain,  at  two  several  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  secretary  of 
state,  suggesting  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  claims  on  the  north  west 
coast  of  America  with  which  he 
conceived  that  such  occupation  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  conflict,  had  requested  to  be 
informed  what  were  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  this  respect.  The 
secretary  of  state  declined  answer¬ 
ing  those  inquiries,  or  discussing 
those  claims,  otherwise  than  in 
writing.  But  no  written  commu-  . 
nication  upon  the  subject  has  been 
received. 

John  Quincy  Adams. 

The  Chevalier  Poletica  to  the 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  minister  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  in  consequence  of 
orders  which  have  lately  reached 
him,  hastens  herewith  to  transmit 
to  Mr.  Adams,  secretary  of  state 
in  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs,  a  printed  copy  of  the  regu¬ 
lation  adopted  by  the  Russian 
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American  company,  and  sanction¬ 
ed  by  his  imperial  majesty,  relative 
to  foreign  commerce  in  the  waters 
bordering  the  establishments  of 
the  said  company  on  the  north-west 
of  America. 

The  undersigned  conceives  it  to 
be,  moreover,  his  duty,  to  inform, 
Mr.  Adams,  that  the  imperial  go¬ 
vernment,  in  adopting  this  regula¬ 
tion,  supposes  that  a  foreign  ship, 
which  shall  have  sailed  from  a 
European  port  after  the  1st  of 
March,  1822,  or  from  one  of  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  after 
the  1st  of  July,  of  the  same  year, 
cannot  lawfully  pretend  ignorance 
of  these  new  measures. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  em¬ 
braces  this  occasion  of  offering  to 
Mr.  Adams  the  assurance  of  his 
high  consideration. 

Pierre  de  Poletica. 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  Feb.  11, 1822. 

QHere  follows  a  copy  of  the 
edict,  which  will  be  found  in  our 
volume  for  the  last  year,  p.  605.] 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  M. 
de  Poletica. 

Department  of  State,  Washington, 
February  25,  1822. 

Sir ; — I  have  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  your  note  of  the  11th 
instant,  inclosing  a  printed  copy 
of  the  regulations  adopted  by  the 
Russian  American  company,  and 
sanctioned  by  his  imperial  majesty, 
relating  to  the  commerce  of 
foreigners  in  the  waters  bordering 
on  the  establishments  of  that  com¬ 
pany  upon  the  north-west  coast  of 
America. 

I  am  directed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  inform  you, 
that  he  has  seen  with  surprise  in 
this  edict,  the  assertion  of  a  terri¬ 
torial  claim  on  the  part  of  Russia, 
Vol.  LXIV. 


extending  to  the  51st  degree  of 
north  latitude  on  this  continent ; 
and  a  regulation  interdicting  to  all 
commercial  vessels,  other  than 
Russian,  upon  the  penalty  of  sei¬ 
zure  and  confiscation,  the  approach 
upon  the  high  seas,  within  one 
hundred  Italian  miles  of  the  shores 
to  which  that  claim  is  made  to 
apply.  The  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  his  imperial  majesty 
have  always  been  of  the  most 
friendly  character ;  and  it  is  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  government  to 
preserve  them  in  that  state.  It 
was  expected,  before  an  act  which 
should  define  the  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  Russia  on  this  continent, 
that  the  same  would  have  been 
arranged  by  treaty  between  the 
parties.  To  exclude  the  vessels  of 
our  citizens  from  the  shore,  beyond 
the  ordinary  distance  to  which 
that  territorial  jurisdiction  ex¬ 
tends,  has  excited  still  greater  sur¬ 
prise. 

This  ordinance  affects  so  deeply 
the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  their  citizens,  that  I  am  in¬ 
structed  to  inquire,  whether  you 
are  authorized  to  give  explanations 
of  the  grounds  of  right,  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  generally  recognised  by  the 
laws  and  usages  of  nations,  which 
can  warrant  the  claims  and  regu¬ 
lations  contained  in  it. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
assure  you  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

John  Quincy  Adam*. 
The  Chevalier  de  Poletica,  Envoy 

Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  from  Russia. 

The  Chevalier  de  Poletica,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sir ; — I  received,  two  days  since, 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  address  to  me,  on  the  same 
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day,  by  order  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  in  answer  to 
my  note  of  the  11th  current,  by 
which  I  discharged  the  orders  of 
my  government  in  communicating 
to  you  the  new  regulation  adopted 
by  the  Russian  American  company, 
and  sanctioned  by  his  majesty  the 
emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  on 
the  4th  (l6th)  of  September,  1821, 
relative  to  foreign  commerce,  in 
the  waters  which  border  upon  the 
establishments  of  the  said  com¬ 
pany,  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
America. 

Readily  yielding.  Sir,  to  the  de¬ 
sire  expressed  by  you  in  your  letter, 
of  knowing  the  rights  and  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  are  founded  the 
determinate  limits  of  the  Russian 
possessions  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  America  from  Behring's  Strait 
to  the  51  deg.  of  north  latitude,  I 
am  happy  to  fulfil  this  task  by 
only  calling  your  attention  to  the 
following  historical  facts,  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  which  cannot  be  con¬ 
tested.  The  first  discoveries  of 
the  Russians  on  the  north-west 
continent  of  America,  go  back  to 
the  time  of  the  emperor  Peter  I. 
They  belong  to  the  attempt,  made 
towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
this  great  monarch,  to  find  a  pas¬ 
sage  from  the  icy  sea  into  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean. 

In  1728,  the  celebrated  captain 
Behring  made  his  first  voyage. 

The  recital  of  his  discoveries 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  empress  Anne 
intrusted  to  captain  Behring  (1741) 
a  new  expedition  in  these  same 
latitudes.  She  sent  with  him  the 
academicians  Gmelin,  Defile  de  la 
Cray  ere,  Muller,  Steller,  Fischer, 
Krasilnicoff,  Krsecheninicoff,  and 
others ;  and  the  first  chart  of  these 
countries  which  is  known,  was  the 
result  of  their  labours,  published 


in  1758.  Besides  the  strait  which 
bears  the  name  of  the  chief  of  this 
expedition,  he  discovered  a  great 
part  of  the  islands  which  are  found 
between  the  two  continents.  Cape 
or  Mount  St.  Elias,  which  still 
bears  this  name  upon  all  the  charts, 
was  so  called  by  captain  Behring, 
who  discovered  it  on  the  day  of 
the  feast  of  this  saint ;  and  his 
second,  captain  TchiricofF,  pushed 
his  discoveries  as  far  as  the  49th 
degree  of  north  latitude. 

The  first  private  expeditions 
undertaken  upon  the  north-west 
coast  of  America  go  back  as  far  as 
the  year  1743. 

In  1763  the  Russian  establish¬ 
ments  had  already  extended  as  far 
as  the  island  of  Kodiak  (or 
Kichtak.)  In  1778,  Cook  found 
them  at  Oonalashka,  and  some 
Russian  inscriptions  at  Kodiak. 
Vancouver  saw  the  Russian  estab¬ 
lishment  in  the  bay  of  Kinai.  In 
fine,  captains  Mirs,  Portlock,  La 
Peyrouse,  unanimously  attest  the 
existence  of  Russian  establishments 
in  these  latitudes. 

If  the  Imperial  government 
had,  at  the  time,  published  the 
discoveries  made  by  the  Russian 
navigators,  after  Behring  and 
TchiricofF,  viz.  ChlodilofF,  Sere- 
breanicoff,  Krasilnicoff,  Paycoff, 
Poushcareff,  Lazereff,  Medwedeff 
Solowieff,  Lewasheff,  Kremtsin, 
and  others,  no  one  could  refuse  to 
Russia  the  right  of  first  discovery, 
nor  could  even  any  one  deny  her 
that  of  first  occupation. 

Moreover,  when  D.  Jose  Mar¬ 
tinez  was  sent  in  1789  by  the 
court  of  Madrid  to  form  an  estab¬ 
lishment  in  Vancouver’s  Island, 
and  to  remove  foreigners  from 
thence,  under  the  pretext  that  all 
that  coast  belonged  to  Spain,  he 
gave  not  the  least  disturbance  to 
•the  Russian  colonies  and  naviga- 
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tors.  Y et  tlie  Spanish  government 
was  not  ignorant  of  their  exist¬ 
ence  ;  for  this  very  Martinez  had 
visited  them  the  year  before.  The 
report  which  captain  Malespina 
made,  of  the  results  of  his  voyage, 
proves  that  the  Spaniards  very 
well  knew  of  the  Russian  colonies ; 
and  in  this  very  report  it  is  seen 
that  the  court  of  Madrid  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  its  possessions  upon  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  ought 
not  to  extend  to  the  north  of  Cape 
Blanc,  taken  from  the  point  of 
Trinity,  situated  under  42  deg.  50 
min.  of  north  latitude. 

When,  in  1789j>  the  emperor 
Paul  I.  granted  to  the  present 
American  company  its  first  charter, 
he  gave  it  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  north-west  coast  of  America, 
which  belonged  to  Russia,  from 
the  55th  degree  of  north  latitude 
to  Behring’s  Straits.  He  permitted 
them  to  extend  their  discoveries  to 
the  south,  and  there  to  form  estab¬ 
lishments,  provided  that  they  did 
not  encroach  upon  the  territory 
occupied  by  other  powers. 

This  act,  when  made  public, 
excited  no  claim  on  the  part  of 
other  cabinets,  not  even  on  that  of 
Madrid,  which  confirms  that  it  did 
not  extend  its  pretensions  to  the 
60th  degree. 

WTen  the  government  of  the 
United  States  treated  with  Spain 
for  the  cession  of  a  part  of  the 
north-west  coast,  it  was  able  to 
acquire,  by  the  treaty  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  right  to  all  that  belonged 
to  the  Spaniards  north  of  the  42nd 
degree  of  latitude  ;  hut  this  treaty 
says  nothing  positive  concerning 
the  northern  boundary  of  this  ces¬ 
sion,  because,  in  fact,  Spain  well 
knew,  that  she  could  not  say  that 
the  coast  as  far  as  the  60th  degree 
belonged  to  her. 

From  this  faithful  exposition  of 


known  facts,  it  is  easy,  Sir,  as 
appears  to  me,  to  draw  the  con¬ 
clusion,  that  the  rights  of  Russia 
to  the  extent  of  the  north-west 
coast,  specified  in  the  regulation 
of  the  Russian  American  company, 
rest  upon  the  three  bases  required 
by  the  general  law  of  nations  and 
immemorial  usage  among  nations 
— that  is,  upon  the  title  of  first 
discovery ;  upon  the  title  of  first 
occupation  ;  and,  in  the  last  place, 
upon  that  which  results  from  a 
peaceable  and  uncontested  posses¬ 
sion  of  more  than  half  a  century — 
an  epoch,  consequently,  several 
years  anterior  to  that  when  the 
United  States  took  their  place 
among  independent  nations. 

It  is  moreover  evident  that,  if 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  a 
certain  extent  of  the  north-west 
coast  of  America,  claimed  by  the 
United  States,  only  devolves  upon 
them  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  1819  (and  I  believe 
it  would  be  difficult  to  make  good 
any  other  title),  this  treaty  could 
not  confer  upon  the  American 
government  any  right  of  claim 
against  the  limits  assigned  to  the 
Russian  possessions  upon  the  same 
coast,  because  Spain  herself  had 
never  pretended  to  such  a  right. 

The  Imperial  government,  in 
assigning  for  limits  to  the  Russian 
possessions  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  America,  on  the  one  side  Beh¬ 
ring’s  Strait,  and  on  the  other,  the 
51st  degree  of  north  latitude,  has 
only  made  a  moderate  use  of  an 
incontestable  right,  since  the  Rus¬ 
sian  navigators,  who  were  the  first 
to  explore  that  part  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  continent  in  1741,  pushed 
their  discovery  as  far  as  the  49th 
degree  of  north  latitude.  The 
51st  degree,  therefore,  is  no  more 
than  a  mean  point  between  the 
Russian  establishment  of  New 
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Archangel,  situated  under  the  57th 
degree,  and  the  American  colony 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia, 
which  is  found  under  the  46th  de¬ 
gree  of  the  same  latitude. 

All  these  considerations  united, 
have  concurred  in  inspiring  the 
Imperial  government  with  an 
entire  conviction  that,  in  the  last 
arrangements  adopted  in  Russia 
relative  to  her  possessions  on  the 
north-west  coast,  the  legitimate 
right  of  no  foreign  power  has  been 
infringed.  In  this  conviction,  the 
emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  has 
judged  that  his  good  right,  and 
the  obligation  imposed  by  Provi¬ 
dence  upon  him  to  protect,  with 
all  his  power,  the  interests  of  his 
subjects,  sufficiently  justified  the 
measures  last  taken  by  his  Imperial 
majesty  in  favour  of  the  Russian 
-  American  company,  without  its 
being  necessary  to  clothe  them 
with  the  sanction  of  treaties. 

I  shall  be  more  succinct.  Sir,  in 
the  exposition  of  the  motives  which 
determined  the  Imperial  govern¬ 
ment  to  prohibit  foreign  vessels 
from  approaching  the  north-west 
coast  of  America  belonging  to 
Russia,  within  the  distance  of  at 
least  100  Italian  miles.  This 
measure,  however  severe  it  may  at 
first  view  appear,  is,  after  all,  but  a 
measure  of  prevention.  It  is  ex¬ 
clusively  directed  against  the  cul¬ 
pable  enterprises  of  foreign  adven¬ 
turers,  who,  not  content  with  ex¬ 
ercising  upon  the  coasts  above- 
mentioned  an  illicit  trade,  very 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  reserved 
entirely  to  the  Russian  American 
company,  take  upon  them  besides 
to  furnish  arms  and  ammunition 
to  the  natives  in  the  Russian  pos¬ 
sessions  in  America,  exciting  them, 
likewise,  in  every  manner,  to  re¬ 
sistance  and  revolt  against  the 
authorities  ;there  established. 


The  American  government, 
doubtless,  recollects  that  the  irre¬ 
gular  conduct  of  these  adventurers, 
the  majority  of  whom  was  com¬ 
posed  of  American  citizens,  has 
been  the  object  of  the  most  press¬ 
ing  remonstrances  on  the  part  of 
Russia,  to  the  F ederal  government, 
from  the  time  that  diplomatic 
missions  were  organized  between 
the  two  countries.  These  remon¬ 
strances,  repeated  at  different  times, 
remain  constantly  without  effect, 
and  the  inconvenience,  to  which 
they  ought  to  bring  a  remedy, 
continues  to  increase. 

The  Imperial  government,  re¬ 
specting  the  intentions  of  the 
American  government,  has  always 
abstained  from  attributing  the  ill 
success  of  its  remonstrances  to  any 
other  motives  than  those  which 
flow,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex¬ 
pression,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  institutions  which  govern  the 
national  affairs  of  the  American 
Federation.  But  the  high  opinion, 
which  the  emperor  has  always 
entertained  of  the  rectitude  of  the 
American  government,  cannot 
exempt  him  from  the  care  which 
his  sense  of  justice  towards  his  own 
subjects  imposes  upon  him.  Paci¬ 
fic  means  not  having  brought  any 
alleviation  to  the  just  grievances 
of  the  Russian  American  company, 
against  foreign  navigation  in  the 
waters  which  environ  their  estab¬ 
lishments  on  the  north-west  coast 
of  America,  the  Imperial  govern¬ 
ment  saw  itself  under  the  necessity 
of  having  recourse  to  the  means  of 
coercion,  and  of  measuring  the 
rigour  according  to  the  inveterate 
character  of  the  evil  to  which  it 
wished  to  put  a  stop.  Yet  it  is 
easy  to  discover,  on  examining 
closely  the  last  regulation  of  the 
Russian  American  company,  that 
no  spirit  of  hostility  had  -  any 
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thing  to  do  with  its  formation. 
The  most  minute  precautions  have 
been  taken  in  it  to  prevent  abuses 
of  authority  on  the  part  of  com¬ 
manders  of  Russian  cruisers  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  execution  of  said 
regulation.  At  the  same  time,  it 
has  not  been  neglected  to  give  all 
the  timely  publicity  necessary  to 
put  those  on  their  guard  against 
whom  the  measure  is  aimed. 

Its  action,  therefore,  can  only 
reach  the  foreign  vessels,  which, 
in  spite  of  the  notification,  will 
expose  themselves  to  seizure  by 
infringing  upon  the  line  marked 
out  in  the  regulation.  The  go¬ 
vernment  flatters  itself  that  these 
cases  will  be  very  rare  ;  if  all  re¬ 
mains  as  at  present — not  one. 

I  ought,  in  the  last  place,  to 
request  you  to  consider,  Sir,  that 
the  Russian  possessions  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  extend  on  the  north¬ 
west  coast  of  America,  from  Beh¬ 
ring’s  Strait  to  the  51st  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Asia  and  the  islands  adja¬ 
cent,  from  the  same  strait  to  the 
45th  degree.  The  extent  of  sea, 
of  which  these  possessions  form 
the  limits,  comprehends  all  the 
conditions  which  are  ordinarily 
attached  to  shut  seas  (mers  fer- 
mees) ;  and  the  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  might  consequently  judge 
itself  authorized  to  exercise  upon 
this  sea  the  rights  of  sovereignty, 
and  especially  that  of  entirely 
interdicting  the  entrance  of 
foreigners.  But  it  preferred  only 
asserting  its  essential  rights,  with¬ 
out  taking  any  advantage  of  locali¬ 
ties. 

The  emperor,  my  august  sove¬ 
reign,  sets  a  very  high  value  upon 
the  maintenance  of  the  relations 
of  amity  and  good  understanding, 
which  have  till  now  subsisted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries.  The 


dispositions  of  his  Imperial  majesty 
in  this  regard  have  never  failed 
appearing  at  all  times,  when  an 
occasion  has  presented  itself  in  the 
political  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  the  European  powers; 
arid,  surely,  in  the  midst  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  Russia  does  not  think 
of  aiming  a  blow  at  the  maritime 
interests  of  the  United  States,  she 
who  has  constantly  respected  them 
in  those  difficult  circumstances  in 
which  Europe  has  been  seen  to  be 
placed  in  the  latter  times,  and  the 
influence  of  which  the  United 
States  have  been  unable  to  avert. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
high  consideration,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Pierre  De  Poletica. 
Washington,  Eeb.  28, 1822. 

The  Secretary  of  State ,  to  M.  de 
Poletica. 

Department  of  State,  Washington, 
March  30. 

Sir ; — I  have  had  the  honour  of 
receiving  your  letter  of  the  28  th 
ult.,  which  has  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States. 

From  the  deduction  which  it 
contains  of  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  articles  of  regulation  of  the 
Russian  American  company  have 
now,  for  the  first  time,  extended 
the  claim  of  Russia  on  the  north¬ 
west  coast  of  America  to  the  51st 
degree  of  north  latitude,  its  only 
foundation  appears  to  be  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  small  settlement  of 
Nov  Archangelsk,  situated,  not  on 
the  American  continent,  but  upon 
a  small  island  in  latitude  5 7-  And 
the  principle  upon  which  you  state 
that  this  claim  is  now  advanced  is, 
that  the  51st  degree  is  equidis¬ 
tant  from  the  settlement  of  Nov 
Archangelsk  and  the  establishment 
of  the  United  States  at  the  mouth 
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of  Columbia  river.  But  from  the 
same  statement  it  appears,  that  in 
the  year  1799;  the  limits  prescribed 
by  the  emperor  Paul  to  the  Rus¬ 
sian  American  company  were  fixed 
at  the  55th  degree  of  latitude; 
and  that,  in  assuming  now  the 
latitude  of  51,  a  new  pretension  is 
asserted,  to  which  no  settlement 
made  since  the  year  1799  has 
given  the  colour  of  a  sanction. 

This  pretension  is  to  be  consi¬ 
dered,  not  only  with  reference  to 
the  question  of  territorial  right, 
but  also  to  that  prohibition  to  the 
vessels  of  other  nations,  including 
those  of  the  United  States,  to  ap¬ 
proach  within  100  Italian  miles  of 
the  coasts.  From  the  period  of 
the  existence  of  the  United  States 
as  an  independent  nation,  their 
vessels  have  freely  navigated  those 
seas,  and  the  right  to  navigate 
them  is  a  part  of  that  independ¬ 
ence. 

With  regard  to  the  suggestion, 
that  the  Russian  government  might 
have  justified  the  exercise  of  sove¬ 
reignty  over  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as 
a  close  sea,  because  it  claims  terri¬ 
tory  both  on  its  American  and 
Asiatic  shores,  it  may  suffice  to 
say,  that  the  distance  from  shore 
to  shore  on  this  sea,  in  latitude  51 
north,  is  not  less  than  90  degrees 
of  longitude,  or  4,000  miles. 

As  little  can  the  United  States 
accede  to  the  justice  of  the  reason 
assigned  for  the  prohibition  above- 
mentioned.  The  right  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  to  hold 
commerce  with  the  aboriginal 
natives  of  the  north-west  coast  of 
America,  without  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  other  nations,  even 
in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  is 
as  clear  and  indisputable  as  that  of 
navigating  the  seas.  That  right 
has  never  been  exercised  in  a  spirit 
unfriendly  to  Russia ;  and,  al¬ 


though  general  complaints  have 
occasionally  been  made  on  the 
subject  of  this  commerce  by  some 
of  your  predecessors,  no  specific 
ground  of  charge  has  ever  been 
alleged  by  them  of  any  transaction 
in  it  which  the  United  States  were, 
by  the  ordinary  laws  and  usages  of 
nations,  bound  either  to  restrain 
or  to  punish.  Had  any  such  charge 
been  made,  it  would  have  received 
the  most  pointed  attention  of  this 
government,  with  the  sincerest  and 
firmest  disposition  to  perform  every 
act  and  obligation  of  justice  to 
yours  which  could  have  been  re¬ 
quired.  I  am  commanded  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to 
assure  you,  that  this  disposition 
will  continue  to  be  entertained, 
together  with  the  earnest  desire 
that  the  most  harmonious  relations 
between  the  two  countries  may  be 
preserved. 

Relying  upon  the  assurance  in 
your  note  of  similar  dispositions 
reciprocally  entertained  by  his 
Imperial  majesty  towards  the 
United  States,  the  president  is 
persuaded  that  the  citizens  of  this 
Union  will  remain  unmolested  in 
the  prosecution  of  their  lawful 
commerce,  and  that  no  effect  will 
be  given  to  an  interdiction  mani¬ 
festly  incompatible  with  their 
rights. 

I  am  happy  to  renew  the  assur¬ 
ances  of  my  distinguished  consi¬ 
deration.  John  Quincy  Adams. 

The  Chevalier  de  Poletica,  Envoy 

Extraordinary  and  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  from  Russia. 

The  Chevalier  de  Poletica,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State . 

Washington,  March  21  (April  2), 
1822. 

Sir  ; — I  had  the  honour  yester¬ 
day  to  receive  the  letter  which 
you  were  pleased  to  address  to 
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me,  dated  the  30th  of  March  last, 
N.  S. ;  and  not  being  authorized 
to  continue  the  discussion  to  which 
it  refers,  I  find  myself  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  the  contents  of 
that  letter  ad  referendum,  reserving 
myself  to  communicate  it  to  my 
government  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  mean  time  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  submitting  to  your 
consideration  some  observations 
which  have  been  suggested  to  me 
by  certain  passages  in  your  letter, 
which  require  particular  notice. 

In  the  first  official  letter  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  to 
you,  dated  the  l6th  (28th)  Febru¬ 
ary  last,  I  thought  I  had  succeeded 
in  clearly  demonstrating  that  the 
rights  of  Russia  to  the  possession 
of  a  certain  extent  of  the  north¬ 
west  coast  of  America,  as  far  as 
these  rights  can  be  rendered  legi¬ 
timate  by  the  first  discovery,  the 
first  occupation,  and  a  possession 
not  contested  for  more  than  half  a 
century;  that  these  rights,  I  say, 
go  back  to  times  considerably  earlier 
than  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Paul 
I. 

When  this  sovereign  granted,  in 
1799,  to  the  Russian  American 
Society  its  first  charter  of  incorpo¬ 
ration,  there  had  never  been  a 
question  about  abandoning  to  that 
company  the  right  of  sovereignty 
over  one  determinate  portion  of 
the  north-west  coast  of  America 
in  all  its  plenitude.  The  question 
was  purely  and  simply  of  conceding 
to  the  said  company  a  part  of  the 
sovereignty,  or  rather  certain  ex¬ 
clusive  privileges  of  commerce ; 
and  it  is  in  this  view  that  the  acts 
of  1799,  to  which  you  refer,  Sir, 
fixed  the  limits  of  the  operations 
of  the  Russian  American  company. 

The  rights  of  sovereignty  be¬ 
longing  to  Russia,  could  lose 
nothing  of  their  local  extent  in 


consequence  of  the  concessions 
made  to  that  company  in  the  reign 
of  the  emperor  Paul.  That  these 
rights  extended,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Imperial  government,  farther 
south  than  the  55  th  degree  of 
latitude,  appears  evident  from  the 
structure  of  the  3rd  article  of  the 
act  of  incorporation,  which  autho¬ 
rizes  the  company  to  form  estab¬ 
lishments  south  of  the  55th  degree 
of  north  latitude. 

But,  what  will  dispel  even  the 
shadow  of  doubt  in  this  regard,  is 
the  authentic  fact,  that,  in  1789, 
the  Spanish  packet  St.  Charles, 
commanded  by  captain  Haro,  found 
in  the  latitude  48  and  49,  Russian 
establishments  to  the  number  of 
eight,  consisting  in  the  whole  of 
20  families  and  462  individuals. 
These  were  the  descendants  of  the 
companions  of  captain  Tchiricoff, 
who  were  supposed  till  then  to  have 
perished. 

With  such  titles  justifying  the 
rights  claimed  by  Russia,  you 
yourself,  Sir,  will  agree,  that  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial,  whether  the 
Russian  establishment  at  Nov 
Archangelsk  be  small  or  large.  If 
the  right  of  territorial  possessions 
were  measured  according  to  the 
dimensions  of  the  points  occupied, 
what  would  become  of  those  of 
the  United  States  upon  a  very 
considerable  extent  of  the  same 
north-west  coast  ?  for  the  only 
American  establishment  ever  yet 
known  is  certainly  very  inferior  in 
stability  to  that  of  Russia  at  Nov 
Archangelsk. 

In  the  same  manner  the  great 
extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  at  the 
51st  degree  of  latitude,  cannot 
invalidate  the  right  which  Russia 
may  have  of  considering  that  part 
of  the  ocean  as  close.  But,  as  the 
Imperial  government  has  not 
thought  fit  to  take  advantage  of 
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that  right,  all  further  discussion 
on  this  subject  would  he  idle. 

As  for  the  right  claimed  for  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
trading  with  the  natives  of  the 
country  of  the  north-west  coast  of 
America,  without  the  limits  of  the 
jurisdiction  belonging  to  Russia, 
the  imperial  government  will  not 
certainly  think  of  limiting  it,  and 
still  less  of  attacking  it  there.  Rut 
I  cannot  dissemble,  Sir,  that  this 
same  trade  beyond  the  51st  degree 
will  meet  with  difficulties  and  in¬ 
conveniences  for  which  the  Ame¬ 
rican  owners  will  only  have  to  ac¬ 
cuse  their  own  imprudence,  after 
the  publicity  which  has  been  given 
to  the  measures  taken  by  the  Im¬ 
perial  government  for  maintaining 
the  rights  of  the  Russian  American 


company  in  their  absolute  inte¬ 
grity. 

I  shall  not  finish  this  letter 
without  repeating  to  you.  Sir,  the 
very  positive  assurance  which  I 
have  already  had  the  honour  once 
of  expressing  to  you,  that  in  every 
case  where  the  American  govern¬ 
ment  shall  judge  it  necessary  to 
make  explanations  to  that  of  the 
emperor,  the  president  of  the 
United  States  may  rest  assured 
that  these  explanations  will  be 
always  attended  to  by  the  emperor, 
my  august  sovereign,  with  the 
most  friendly  and  consequently 
the  most  conciliatory  disposition. 
Be  pleased  to  accept.  Sir,  the  as¬ 
surance  of  my  high  consideration. 

Pierre  de  Poletica. 


Convention  of  Navigation  and  Commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  France 
and  Navarre. 


The  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  majesty  the  Idng  of  France 
and  Navarre,  being  desirous  of 
settling  the  relations  of  navigation 
and  commerce  between  their  re¬ 
spective  nations,  by  a  temporary 
convention  reciprocally  beneficial 
and  satisfactory,  and  thereby  of 
leading  to  a  more  permanent  and 
comprehensive  arrangement,  have 
respectively  furnished  their  full 
powers  in  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say — the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  John  Quincy 
Adams,  their  secretary  of  state; 
and  his  most  Christian  majesty  to 
the  baron  Hyde  de  Neuville, 
knight  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Louis,  commander  of 
the  legion  of  honour,  grand  cross 
of  the  royal  American  order  of 
Isabella  the  Catholic,  his  envoy 


extraordinary  and  minister  pleni¬ 
potentiary  near  the  United  States, 
who,  after  exchanging  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles : — 

Art.  1.  Articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  imported  into 
France  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  shall  pay  an  additional 
duty,  not  exceeding  20  francs  per 
ton  of  merchandise,  over  and 
above  the  duties  paid  on  the  like 
articles,  also  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  When  imported  in 
French  vessels. 

2.  Articles  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  France, 
imported  into  the  United  States  in 
French  vessels  shall  pay  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty,  not  exceeding  8  dollars 
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and  75  cents  per  ton  of  merchan¬ 
dize,  over  and  above  the  duties 
collected  upon  the  like  articles, 
also  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  France,  when  im¬ 
ported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

3.  No  discriminating  duty  shall 
be  levied  upon  the  productions  of 
the  soil  or  industry  of  France,  im¬ 
ported  in  French  bottoms  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  for 
transit  or  re-exportation. 

Nor  shall  any  such  duties  he 
levied  upon  the  productions  of  the 
soil  or  industry  of  the  United 
States,  imported  in  vessels  of  the 
United  States  into  the  ports  of 
France  for  transit  or  re-exportation. 

4.  The  following  quantities 
shall  be  considered  as  forming  the 
ton  'of  merchandise  for  each  of 
the  articles  hereinafter  specified 

Wines  —  four  6l  gallon  hogs¬ 
heads,  or  244  gallons  of  231 
cubic  inches,  American  measure. 

Brandies,  and  all  other  liquids, 
244  gallons. 

Silks  and  all  other  dry  goods, 
and  all  other  articles  usually  sub¬ 
ject  to  measurement,  42  cubic  feet 
French  in  France,  and  50  cubic 
feet  American  measure,  in  the 
United  States. 

Cotton —  804lb.  avoirdupois,  or 
365  kilogrammes. 

T obacco  —  1 ,600lb.  avoirdupois, 
or  7 25  kilogrammes. 

Ashes,  pot,  and  pearl,  2,240lb. 
avoirdupois,  or  1,01 6  kilogrammes. 

Rice — l,600lb.  avoirdupois,  or 
725  kilogrammes. 

And  for  all  weighable  articles 
not  specified,  2,240lb.  avoirdupois, 
or  1,01 6  kilogrammes. 

5.  The  duties  of  tonnage,  light- 
money,  pilotage,  port  charges, 
brokerage,  and  all  other  duties 
upon  foreign  shipping,  over  and 
above  those  paid  by  the  national 


shipping  in  the  two  countries  re¬ 
spectively,  other  than  those  speci¬ 
fied  in  articles  1  and  2  of  the 
present  convention,  shall  not  ex¬ 
ceed  in  France,  for  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  5  francs  per  ton  of 
the  vessel’s  American  register ; 
nor  for  vessels  of  France  in  the 
United  States,  9d  cents  per  ton  of 
the  vessel’s  French  passport. 

6.  The  contracting  parties,  wish¬ 
ing  to  favour  their  mutual  com¬ 
merce  by  affording  in  their  ports 
every  necessary  assistance  to  their 
respective  vessels,  have  agreed  that 
the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  sailors, 
being  part  of  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  of  their  respective  nations, 
who  shall  have  deserted  from  the 
said  vessels,  in  order  to  send  them 
back,  and  transport  them  out  of 
the  country  :  for  which  purpose, 
the  said  consuls  and  vice-consuls 
shall  address  themselves  to  the 
courts,  judges,  and  officers  com¬ 
petent,  and  shall  demand  the  said 
deserters  in  writing — proving  by 
an  e:ihibition  of  the  registers  of 
the  vessel,  or  ship’s  roll,  or  other 
official  documents,  that  those  men 
were  part  of  the  said  crews ;  and 
on  this  demand,  so  proved  (saving, 
however,  where  the  contrary  is 
proved),  the  delivery  shall  not  be 
refused ;  and  there  shall  be  given 
all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said 
consuls  and  vice-consuls,  for  the 
search,  seizure,  and  arrest  of  the 
said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be 
detained,  and  kept  in  the  prisons 
of  the  country,  at  their  request 
and  expense,  until  they  shall  have 
found  an  opportunity  of  sending 
them  back.  But  if  they  be  not 
sent  back  within  three  months,  to 
be  counted  from  the  day  of  their 
arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liberty, 
and  shall  be  no  more  arrested  for 
the  same  cause. 


58 6  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


7.  The  present  temporary  con¬ 
vention  shall  be  in  force  for  two 
years  from  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  and  even  after  the  expiration 
of  that  term,  until  the  conclusion 
of  a  definitive  treaty,  or  until  one 
of  the  parties  shall  have  declared 
its  intention  to  renounce  it ;  which 
declaration  shall  be  made  at 
least  six  months  beforehand. 

And,  in  case  the  present  ar¬ 
rangement  should  remain  without 
such  declaration  of  its  discontinu¬ 
ance  by  either  party,  the  extra 
duties  specified  in  the  first  and 
second  articles,  shall,  from  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  said  two  years,  be 
on  both  sides  diminished  by  one- 
fourth  of  their  whole  amount,  and 
afterwards  by  one-fourth  of  the 
said  amount  from  year  to  year,  so 
long  as  neither  party  shall  have 
declared  the  intention  of  renounc¬ 
ing  it,  as  above  stated. 

8.  The  present  convention  shall 
be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
within  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  sooner,  if  possible.  But 
the  execution  of  the  said  conven¬ 
tion  shall  commence  in  both  coun¬ 
tries  on  the  1st  of  October  next, 
and  shall  be  effective,  even  in  case 
of  non-ratification,  for  all  such 
vessels  as  may  have  sailed,  bona 
Jide,  for  the  ports  of  either  nation, 
in  the  confidence  of  its  being  in 
force. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  the 
present  convention,  and  have 
thereto  affixed  their  seals,  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  this  24th  day 
of  June,  a.  d.  1822. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

G.  Hyde  de  Neuville,  (L.  S.) 

Separate  Article. 

The  extra  duties  levied  on  either 


side  before  the  present  day,  by 
virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  15th  of  May,  1820,  and  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  26th  of  July 
of  the  same  year,  and  others  con¬ 
firmative  thereof,  and  which  have 
not  already  been  paid  back,  shall 
be  refunded. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this 
24th  day  of  June,  1822. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

G.  Hyde  de  Neuville,  (L.  S.) 

Separate  Article. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  extra 
duties  specified  in  the  first  and 
second  articles  of  this  convention 
shall  be  levied  only  upon  the  ex¬ 
cess  of  value  of  the  merchandize 
imported,  over  the  value  of  the 
merchandise  exported  in  the  same 
vessel  upon  the  same  voyage ;  so 
that  if  the  value  of  the  articles 
exported  shall  equal  or  exceed  that 
of  the  articles  imported  in  the 
same  vessel  (not  including,  how¬ 
ever,  articles  imported  for  transit 
or  re-exportation),  no  such  extra 
duties  shall  be  levied ;  and  if  the 
articles  exported  are  less  in  value 
than  those  imported,  the  extra 
duties  shall  be  levied  only  upon 
the  amount  of  the  difference  of 
their  value.  This  article,  how¬ 
ever,  shall  take  effect  only  in  case 
of  ratification  on  both  sides  ;  and 
not  until  two  months  after  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications.  But 
the  refusal  to  ratify  this  article, 
on  either  side,  shall  in  no  wise 
affect  or  impair  the  ratification  or 
the  validity  of  the  preceding  arti¬ 
cles  of  this  convention. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this 
24th  day  of  June,  1822. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

G.  Hyde  de  Neuville,  (L.  S.) 
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Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed,  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  determine  the  British  and  American  Boundary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington, 
July  3,  1822. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
report  and  decision  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Great  Britain,  appointed 
by  virtue  of  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent « 

The  undersigned  commissioners, 
appointed,  sworn,  and  authorized, 
in  virtue  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between 
his  Britannic  majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  con¬ 
cluded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1814,  impartially  to 
examine,  and  by  a  report  or  de¬ 
claration  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  to  designate  “  that  portion 
of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
States  from  the  point  where  the 
45tli  degree  of  north  latitude 
strikes  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Ca- 
taragui,  along  the  middle  of  said 
river  into  Lake  Ontario,  through 
the  middle  of  said  Lake  until  it 
strikes  the  communication  by 
water  between  that  lake  and 
Lake  Erie ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  said  communication  into 
Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of 
said  lake,  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  communication  into  Lake 
Huron  ;  thence  through  the 
middle  of  said  water  communica¬ 
tion  into  Lake  Huron ;  thence 
through  the  middle  of  said  lake 
to  the  water  communication  be¬ 
tween  that  lake  and  Lake  Supe¬ 
rior  ;”  and  to  “  decide  to  which 
of  the  two  contracting  parties  the 
several  islands,  lying  within  the 
said  rivers,  lakes,  and  water  com¬ 
munications,  do  respectively  belong, 
in  conformity  with  the  true  in¬ 
tent  of  the  treaty  of  1783  do 
decide  and  declare,  that  the  fol¬ 


lowing  described  line  is  the  true 
boundary  intended  by  the  two 
before-mentioned  treaties  ;  that  is 
to  say — 

Beginning  at  a  stone  monument 
erected  by  Andrew  Ellicot,  esq.  in 
the  year  1817,  on  the  south  bank, 
or  shore,  of  the  said  river  Iroquois, 
or  Cataragui  (now  called  the  St. 
Lawrence),  which  monument 
bears  south  74  deg.  45  min.  west, 
and  is  1,840  yards  distant  from  the 
stone  church  in  the  Indian  village 
of  St.  Regis,  and  indicates  the 
point  at  which  the  45  th  parallel 
of  north  latitude  strikes  the  said 
river;  thence  running  north  35 
deg.  45  sec.  west  into  the  river, 
on  a  line  at  right  angles  with  the 
southern  shore,  to  a  point  100 
yards  south  of  the  opposite  island, 
called  Cornwall  island ;  thence, 
turning  westerly,  and  passing 
round  the  southern  and  western 
sides  of  said  island,  keeping  100 
yards  distant  therefrom,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  curvatures  of  its  shores, 
to  a  point  opposite  to  the  north¬ 
west  comer,  or  angle  of  said 
island;  thence  to  and  along  the 
middle  of  the  main  river,  until  it 
approaches  the  eastern  extremity 
of  Barnhart’s  island ;  thence, 
northerly,  along  the  channel 
which  divides  the  last-mentioned 
island  from  the  Canada  shore, 
keeping  100  yards  distant  from 
the  island,  until  it  approaches 
Sheik’s  island ;  thence,  along  the 
middle  of  the  strait  which  divides 
Barnhart’s  and  Sheik’s  islands,  to 
the  channel  called  the  Long  Sault, 
which  separates  the  two  last-men¬ 
tioned  islands  from  the  Lower 
Long  Sault  island  ;  thence,  west¬ 
erly  (crossing  the  centre  of  the 
last-mentioned  channel),  until  it 
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approaches  within  100  yards  of 
the  north  shore  of  the  Lower  Sault 
island ;  thence,  up  the  north 
branch  of  the  river,  keeping  to 
the  north  of,  and  near  the  Lower 
Sault  island ;  and  also  north  of, 
and  near  the  Upper  Sault  (some¬ 
times  called  Baxter’s)  island,  and 
south  of  the  two  small  islands  to 
the  western  extremity  of  the 
Upper  Sault,  or  Baxter’s  island ; 
thence  passing  between  the  two 
islands  called  the  Cuts,  to  the 
middle  of  the  river  above ;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  the  river, 
keeping  to  the  north  of  Christler’s 
island,  and  of  the  small  island  next 
above  it,  until  it  approaches  the 
north-east  angle  of  Goose-neck 
island ;  thence  along  the  passage 
which  divides  the  last-mentioned 
island  from  the  Canada  shore, 
keeping  1 00  yards  from  the  island, 
to  the  upper  end  of  the  same; 
thence  south  of,  and  near  the  two 
small  islands  called  the  Nut 
islands ;  thence  north  of,  and 
near  the  island  called  Dry  or 
Smuggler’s  island  ;  thence  passing 
to  the  north  of  the  island  called 
Isle  au  Rapid  Platt ;  thence  along 
the  north  side  of  the  last-men¬ 
tioned  island,  keeping  100  yards 
from  the  shore  to  the  upper  end 
thereof ;  thence  along  the  middle 
of  the  river,  keeping  to  the  south 
of  and  near  the  islands  called 
Cousson  (or  Tussin)  and  Presque 
isle  ;  thence  up  the  river,  keeping 
north  of,  and  near  the  several 
Gallop  Isles,  and  also  of  Tick, 
Tibbet’s,  and  Caunny  islands ;  and 
south  of  Duck,  Drummond,  and 
Sheep  islands ;  thence  along  the 
middle  of  the  river  north  of  Gull 
island.  Bluff  island,  and  to  the 
south  of  Grenadier  island,  until  it 
approaches  the  east  end  of  Well’s 
island ;  thence  to  the  north  of 
Well’s  island,  and  along  the  strait 


which  divides  it  from  Rowe’s 
island,  until  it  approaches  the 
north-east  point  of  Grindstone 
island ;  thence  to  the  north  of 
Grindstone  island,  until  it  ap¬ 
proaches  the  southern  point  of 
Hickory  island ;  thence  passing  to 
the  south  of  Hickory  island,  and 
of  the  two  small  islands  lying 
near  its  southern  extremity ; 
thence  to  the  south  of  Grand  or 
Long  island,  keeping  near  its 
southern  shore,  and  passing  the 
north  of  Carlton  island,  until  it 
arrives  opposite  to  the  south¬ 
western  point  of  said  Grand  island 
in  Lake  Ontario ;  thence  passing 
to  the  north  of  Grenadier,  Fox, 
Stoney,  and  the  Gallop  islands  in 
Lake  Ontario,  and  to  the  south 
of,  and  near,  the  islands  called  the 
Ducks,  to  the  middle  of  the  said 
lake ;  thence,  westerly,  along  the 
middle  of  the  said  lake,  to  a  point 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara 
river  ;  thence  to  and  up  the  middle 
of  the  said  river,  to  the  Great 
Falls;  thence,  up  the  Falls, 
through  the  point  of  the  Horse 
Shoe,  keeping  to  the  west  of  Tris 
or  Goat  island,  and  of  the  group 
of  small  islands  at  its  head,  and 
following  the  bends  of  the  river 
so  as  to  enter  the  strait  between 
Navy  and  Grand  islands  ;  thence, 
along  the  middle  of  the  said  strait 
to  the  head  of  Navy  islands ; 
thence,  to  the  west  and  south  of, 
and  near  to.  Grand  and  Beaver 
islands,  and  to  the  west  of  Straw¬ 
berry,  Squaw,  and  Bird  islands, 
to  Lake  Erie;  thence,  southerly 
and  westerly,  along  the  middle  of 
Lake  Erie,  in  a  direction  to  enter 
the  passage  immediately  south  of 
Middle  island,  being  one  of  the 
easternmost  of  the  group  of  islands 
lying  in  the  western  part  of  the 
said  lake;  thence  along  the  said 
passage,  proceeding  to  the  north 
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of  Cunningham’s  island,  of  the 
three  Bass  islands,  and  of  the 
Western  Sister,  and  to  the  south 
of  the  islands  called  the  Hen  and 
Chickens,  and  of  the  Eastern  and 
Middle  Sisters ;  thence,  to  the 
middle  of  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit 
river,  in  a  direction  to  enter  the 
channel  which  divides  Bois-blanc 
and  Sugar  islands ;  thence  up  the 
said  channel  to  the  west  of  Bois- 
blanc  island,  and  to  the  east  of 
Sugar,  Fox,  and  Stony  islands, 
until  it  approaches  Fighting,  or 
Great  Turkey  island ;  thence  along 
the  western  side,  and  near  the 
shore  of  said  last-mentioned  island, 
to  the  middle  of  the  river  above 
the  same ;  thence,  along  the 
middle  of  said  river,  keeping  to 
the  south-east  of,  and  near,  Hog 
island,  and  to  the  north-west  of, 
and  near  the  island  called  Isle  ala 
Peche,  to  Lake  St.  Clair ;  thence, 
through  the  middle  of  said  lake, 
in  a  direction  to  enter  the  mouth 
or  channel  of  the  river  St.  Clair, 
which  is  usually  denominated  the 
Old  Ship  channel ;  thence,  along 
the  middle  of  said  channel,  be¬ 
tween  Squirrel  island  on  the  south¬ 
east,  and  Herson’s  island  on  the 
north-west,  to  the  upper  end  of 
the  last-mentioned  island,  which 
is  nearly  opposite  to  Point  au 
Chenes,  on  the  American  shore; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the 
river  St.  Clair,  keeping  to  the 
west  of,  and  near,  the  islands 
called  Belle  Revieve  Isle,  and  Isle 
aux  Cerfs,  to  Lake  Huron ;  thence, 
through  the  middle  of  Lake 
Huron,  in  a  direction  to  enter  the 
strait  or  passage  between  Drum¬ 
mond’s  island  on  the  west,  and  the 
Little  Manitou  island  on  the  east ; 
thence,  through  the  middle  of  the 
passage  which  divides  the  two 
last-mentioned  islands ;  thence, 
turning  northerly  and  westwardly, 


around  the  eastern  and  north¬ 
eastern  shores  of  Drummond’s 
island,  and  proceeding  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  to  enter  the  passage  between 
the  island  of  St.  Joseph’s  and  the 
American  shore,  passing  to  the 
north  of  the  intermediate  islands. 
Thence,  up  the  said  last-mentioned 
passage,  keeping  near  to  the  island 
of  St.  Joseph’s,  and  passing  to  the 
north  and  east  of  Isle  a  la  Crosse, 
until  it  strikes  a  line  passing 
across  the  river  at  the  head  of  St. 
Joseph’s  island,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  Neebish  Rapids,  which  line 
denotes  the  termination  of  the 
boundary  directed  to  be  run  by  the 
6th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

And  the  said  commissioners  do 
further  decide  and  declare,  that 
all  the  islands  lying  in  the  rivers, 
lakes,  and  water  communications, 
between  the  before  -  described 
boundary  line  and  the  adjacent 
shores  of  Upper  Canada,  do,  and 
each  of  them  does,  belong  to  his 
Britannic  majesty ;  and  that  all 
the  islands  lying  in  the  rivers, 
lakes,  and  water  communications, 
between  the  said  boundary  line 
and  the  adjacent  shores  of  the 
United  States,  or  their  territories, 
do,  and  each  of  them  does,  belong 
to  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  conformity  with  the  true  intent 
of  the  second  article  of  the  said 
treaty  of  1783,  and  of  the  6th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  com¬ 
missioners  aforesaid,  have  signed 
this  declaration,  and  thereunto 
affixed  our  seals. 

Done,  in  quadruplicate,  at 
Utica,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
in  the  United  States  of  America, 
this  18  th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  1822. 

Peter  B.  Porter,  (L.  S.) 
Anth.  Barclay,  (L.  S.) 
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Abstract  of  a  Proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United 

States. 


Whereas,  by  an  act  of  congress 
of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the 
6th  day  of  May  last,  it  was  pro¬ 
vided,  that  on  satisfactory  evidence 
being  given  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  that  the  ports 
in  the  islands  or  colonies  in  the 
West  Indies,  under  the  dominion 
of  Great  Britain,  have  been 
opened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  the  president  should  be, 
and  thereby  was  authorized  to 
issue  his  proclamation,  declaring 
that  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
should  be  opened  to  the  vessels  of 
Great  Britain  employed  in  the 
trade  and  intercourse  between 
the  United  States,  and  such 
islands  and  colonies,  subject  to 
such  reciprocal  rules  and  restric¬ 
tions  as  the  president  of  the 
United  States  might,  by  such 
proclamation,  make  and  publish : 
And,  whereas,  satisfactory  evi¬ 
dence  has  been  given  to  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  ports  herein-named  in  the 
islands  or  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  under  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain,  have  been  opened 
to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
that  is  to  say — 

[[Then  follow  the  names  of  the 


different  ports  in  the  West  In¬ 
dies.] 

The  vessels  of  Great  Britain, 
bona  Jide  British -built,  owned, 
and  the  master  and  three-fourths 
of  the  mariners  of  which,  at  least, 
shall  belong  to  Great  Britain ;  or 
any  United  States-built  ship  or 
vessel  which  has  been  sold  to  and 
become  the  property  of  British 
subjects,  such  ship  or  vessel  being 
also  navigated  with  a  master  and 
three-fourths  of  the  mariners,  at 
least,  belonging  to  Great  Britain  ; 
and  provided  always  that  no  ar¬ 
ticles  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  any  such  British 
ship  or  vessels  other  than  articles 
of  growth,  produce,  or  manufac¬ 
ture  of  the  British  islands  and  co¬ 
lonies  of  the  West  Indies,  when 
imported  in  British  vessels  coming 
from  any  such  island  or  colony, 
and  articles  of  the  growth,  pro¬ 
duce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  colonies  in  North  America,  or 
the  island  of  Newfoundland,  in 
vessels  coming  from  the  port  of 
St.  John’s  in  that  island,  or 
from  any  of  the  aforesaid  ports 
of  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America. 

By  the  President,  James  Monro. 


The  President’s  Message. 


Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  ; 

Many  causes  unite  to  make  your 
present  meeting  peculiarly  inter¬ 
esting  to  your  constituents.  The 
operation  of  our  laws  on  the  vari¬ 
ous  subjects  to  which  they  apply, 
with  the  amendments  which  they 
occasionally  require,  imposes  an¬ 


nually  an  important  duty  on  the 
representatives  of  a  free  people. 
Our  system  has  happily  advanced 
to  such  maturity,  that  I  am  not 
aware  that  your  cares  in  that  re¬ 
spect  will  be  augmented.  Other 
causes  exist,  which  are  highly  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  whole  civilized 
world>  and  to  no  portion  of  it  more 
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so,  in  certain  views,  than  to  the 
United  States.  Of  these  causes, 
and  of  their  bearing  on  the  in¬ 
terests  of  our  Union,  I  shall  com¬ 
municate  the  sentiments  which  I 
have  formed,  with  that  freedom 
which  a  sense  of  duty  dictates.  It 
is  proper,  however,  to  invite  your 
attention,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
those  concerns  respecting  which 
legislative  provision  is  thought  to 
be  particularly  urgent. 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  a 
convention  of  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce  was  concluded  in  this  city, 
between  the  United  States  and 
France,  by  ministers  duly  autho¬ 
rized  for  the  purpose.  The  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  executive  having  been 
given  to  this  convention  under  a 
conviction  that,  taking  all  its  sti¬ 
pulations  into  view,  it  rested  essen¬ 
tially  on  a  basis  of  reciprocal  and 
equal  advantage,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty,  in  compliance  with  the 
authority  vested  in  the  executive 
by  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  of  the  6th  of 
May,  concerning  navigation,  to 
suspend,  by  proclamation,  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
congress,  the  operation  of  the  act 
intituled  “  An  act  to  impose  a 
new  tonnage  duty  on  French 
ships  and  vessels,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  and  to  suspend,  like¬ 
wise,  all  other  duties  on  French 
vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeded  the  duties  on 
American  vessels,  and  on  similar 
goods  imported  in  them.  I  shall 
submit  this  convention  forthwith 
to  the  senate  for  its  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  as  to  the  ratification. 

Since  your  last  session,  the  pro¬ 
hibition  which  had  been  imposed 
on  the  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  co¬ 
lonies  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on 
this  continent,  has  likewise  been 


removed.  Satisfactory  evidence 
having  been  adduced  that  the  ports 
of  those  colonies  had  been  opened 
to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
by  an  act  of  the  British  parlia¬ 
ment,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  of 
June  last,  on  the  conditions  spe¬ 
cified  therein,  I  deemed  it  proper, 
in  compliance  with  the  provision 
of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of 
the  last  session  above  recited,  to 
declare,  by  proclamation,  bearing 
date  on  the  24th  of  August  last, 
that  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
should  thenceforward,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  con¬ 
gress,  be  open  to  the  vessels  of 
Great  Britain  employed  in  that 
trade,  under  the  limitation  specified 
in  that  proclamation. 

A  doubt  was  entertained,  whe¬ 
ther  the  act  of  congress  applied  to 
the  British  colonies  on  this  con¬ 
tinent,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the 
West  Indies ;  but  as  the  act  of 
parliament  opened  the  intercourse 
equally  with  both,  and  it  was  the 
manifest  intention  of  congress,  as 
well  as  the  obvious  policy  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  parliament  should  be 
met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  also 
the  act  of  congress  was  supposed 
to  vest  in  the  president  some  dis¬ 
cretion  in  the  execution  of  it,  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  give  it  a 
corresponding  construction. 

Should  the  constitutional  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  senate  be  given  to  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  with 
France,  legislative  provision  will 
be  necessary  to  carry  it  fully  into 
effect,  as  it  likewise  will  be  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  force,  on  such  conditions 
as  may  be  deemed  just  and  proper, 
the  intercourse  which  has  been 
opened  between  the  United  States 
and  the  British  colonies.  Every 
light  in  the  possession  of  the  exe- 
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cutive  will,  in  due  time,  be  com¬ 
municated  on  both  subjects. 

Resting  essentially  on  a  basis  of 
reciprocal  and  equal  advantage,  it 
has  been  the  object  of  the  execu¬ 
tive,  in  transactions  with  other 
powers,  to  meet  the  propositions  of 
each  with  a  liberal  spirit,  believing 
that  thereby  the  interest  of  our 
country  would  be  most  effectually 
promoted.  This  course  has  been 
systematically  pursued  in  the  late 
occurrences  with  France  and  Great 
Britain,  and  in  strict  accord  with 
the  views  of  the  legislature.  A 
confident  hope  is  entertained,  that, 
by  the  arrangement  thus  com¬ 
menced  with  each,  all  differences 
respecting  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce  with  the  dominions  in 
question  will  be  adjusted,  and  a 
solid  foundation  be  laid  for  an 
active  and  permanent  intercourse, 
which  will  prove  equally  advan¬ 
tageous  to  both  parties. 

The  decision  of  his  Imperial 
majesty  the  emperor  of  Russia,  on 
the  question  submitted  to  him  by 
the  United  States  and  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  concerning  the  construction 
of  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  has  been  received.  A  con¬ 
vention  has  since  been  concluded 
between  the  parties,  under  the 
mediation  of  his  Imperial  majesty, 
to  prescribe  the  mode  by  which 
that  article  shall  be  carried  into 
effect,  in  conformity  with  that  de¬ 
cision.  I  shall  submit  this  con¬ 
vention  to  the  senate  for  its  ad¬ 
vice  and  consent,  as  to  the  ratifica¬ 
tion,  and,  if  obtained,  shall  imme¬ 
diately  bring  the  subject  before 
congress,  for  such  provisions  as 
may  require  the  interposition  of 
the  legislature. 

In  compliance  with  an  act  of 
the  last  session,  a  territorial  go¬ 
vernment  has  been  established  in 
Florida  on  the  principles  of  our 


system.  By  this  act,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  are  secured  in  the  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  rights  and  liber¬ 
ties,  and  to  admission  into  the 
Union,  with  equal  participation  in 
the  government  with  the  original 
States,  on  the  condition  heretofore 
prescribed  to  other  territories.  By 
a  clause  in  the  ninth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  by  which  that 
territory  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,~it  is  stipulated  that  satis¬ 
faction  shall  be  made  for  the  in¬ 
juries,  if  any,  which,  by  process  of 
law,  shall  be  established  to  have 
been  suffered  by  the  Spanish  offi¬ 
cers,  and  individual  Spanish  inha¬ 
bitants,  by  the  late  operations  of 
our  troops  in  Florida.  No  provi¬ 
sion  having  yet  been  made  to  carry 
that  stipulation  into  effect,  it  is 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
congress,  whether  it  will  not  be 
proper  to  vest  the  competent  power 
in  the  district  court  at  Pensacola, 
or  in  some  tribunal  to  be  specially 
organized  for  the  purpose. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  year 
have  been  more  successful  than 
had  been  anticipated  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  last  session  of 
congress. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  year,  have  exceeded  the  sum 
of  14,745,000  dollars.  The  pay¬ 
ments  made  at  the  treasury  during 
the  same  period  have  exceeded 
12,279^000  dollars ;  leaving  in  the 
treasury,  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  last  (including  1,1 68,592 
dollars  and  24  cents,  which  were 
in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  last)  a  sum  exceeding 
4,128,000  dollars. 

Besides  discharging  all  demands 
for  the  current  service  of  the  year, 
including  the  interest  and  re-im- 
bursement  of  the  public  debt,  the 
six  per  cent  stock  of  179&  amount- 
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ing  to  80,000  dollars,  has  been 
redeemed.  It  is  estimated  that, 
after  defraying  the  current  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  present  quarter,  and 
redeeming  the  two  millions  of  six 
per  cent  stock  of  1820,  there  will 
remain  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  next,  nearly 
3,000,000  of  dollars.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  gross  amount  of 
duties  which  have  been  secured, 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
30th  of  September  last,  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  19^500,000  dollars,  and 
the  amount  for  the  whole  year 
will  probably  not  fall  short  of 
23,000,000  of  dollars. 

Of  the  actual  force  in  service 
under  the  present  military  estab¬ 
lishment,  the  posts  at  which  it  is 
stationed,  and  the  condition  of 
each  post,  a  report  from  the  se¬ 
cretary  of  -war,  which  is  now  com¬ 
municated,  will  give  a  distinct 
idea.  By  like  reports  the  state 
of  the  Academy  at  West  Point 
will  be  seen,  as  well  as  the  pro¬ 
gress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
fortifications  along  the  coast,  and  at 
the  national  armories  and  arsenals. 

The  position  on  the  Red  River, 
and  that  at  the  Sault  of  St. 
Marie,  are  the  only  newT  posts  that 
have  been  taken.  These  posts, 
with  those  already  occupied  in  the 
interior,  are  thought  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  protection  of  our 
frontiers.  All  the  force  not  placed 
in  the  garrisons  along  the  coast, 
and  in  the  ordnance  depots,  and 
indispensably  necessary  there,  is 
placed  on  the  frontiers. 

The  organization  of  the  several 
'corps  composing  the  army  is  such 
as  to  admit  its  expansion  to  a 
I  great  extent,  in  case  of  emergency, 
i  the  officers  carrying  with  them  all 
the  light  which  they  possess  to  the 
'new  corps  to  which  they  might 
!be  appointed. 

Vol.  LXIV. 


With  the  organization  of  the 
staff!,  there  is  equal  cause  to  be 
satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of 
everv  branch,  with  its  chief  in 
this  city,  in  the  presence  of  the 
department,  and  with  a  grade  in 
the  chief  military  station,  to  keep 
alive  and  cherish  a  military  spirit, 
the  greatest  promptitude  in  the 
execution  of  orders,  with  the 
greatest  economy  and  efficiency, 
are  secured.  The  same  view  is 
taken  of  the  Military  Academy. 
Good  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and 
the  youth  are  well  instructed  in 
every  science  connected  with  the 
great  objects  of  the  institution. 
They  are  also  well  trained  and 
disciplined  in  the  practical  parts 
of  the  profession.  It  has  always 
been  found  difficult  to  control  the 
ardour  inseparable  from  that  early 
age,  in  such  manner  as  to  give  it 
a  proper  direction.  The  rights  of 
manhood  are  too  often  claimed 
prematurely ;  in  pressing  which  too 
far,  the  respect  which  is  due  to 
age,  and  the  obedience  necessary 
to  a  course  of  study  and  instruc¬ 
tion,  in  every  such  institution, 
are  sometimes  lost  sight  of.  The 
great  object  to  be  accomplished 
is  the  restraint  of  that  ardour,  by 
such  wise  regulations  and  govern¬ 
ment,  as,  by  directing  all  the 
energies  of  the  youthful  mind  to 
the  attainment  of  useful  know¬ 
ledge,  will  keep  it  within  a  just 
subordination,  and  at  the  same 
time  elevate  it  to  the  highest 
purposes.  This  object  seems  to 
be  essentially  obtained  in  this  in¬ 
stitution,  and  with  great  advantage 
to  the  Union. 

The  Military  Academy  forms 
the  basis  in  regard  to  science,  on 
which  the  military  establishment 
rests.  It  furrtishes  annually,  after 
due  examination,  and  on  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  academic  staff',  many 
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well-informed  youths,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  wich  occur  in  the  se¬ 
veral  corps  of  the  army;  while 
others,  who  retire  to  private  life, 
carry  with  them  such  attainments 
as,  under  the  right  reserved  to 
the  several  states  to  appoint  the 
officers  and  to  train  the  militia, 
will  enable  them,  by  affording  a 
wider  field  for  selection,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  great  object  of  the  power 
vested  in  congress,  of  providing 
for  the  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  the  militia.  Thus, 
by  the  mutual  and  harmonious 
co-operation  of  the  two  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  execution  of  a  power 
divided  between  them,  an  object 
always  to  be  cherished,  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  a  great  result  on 
which  our  liberties  may  depend, 
cannot  fail  to  be  secured.  I  have 
to  add,  that  in  proportion  as  our 
regular  force  is  small,  should  the 
instruction  and  discipline  of  the 
militia,  the  great  resource  on  which 
we  rely,  be  pushed  to  the  utmost 
extent  that  circumstances  will 
admit. 

A  report  from  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  will  communicate  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in 
the  construction  of  vessels  of  war, 
with  other  interesting  details,  re¬ 
specting  the  actual  state  of  the 
affairs  of  that  department.  It 
has  been  found  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  to 
maintain  the  usual  squadrons  on  the 
Mediterranean,  the  Pacific,  and 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  extend¬ 
ing  the  cruises  of  the  latter  into 
the  West  Indies,  where  piracy, 
organized,  into  a  system,  has 
preyed  on  the  commerce  of  every 
country  trading  thither.  A  cruise 
has  also  been  maintained  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  when  the  season 
would  permit,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade ;  and  orders 


have  been  given  to  the  commanders 
of  all  our  public  ships  to  seize 
our  own  vessels,  should  they  find 
any  engaged  in  that  trade,  and  to 
bring  them  in  for  adjudication. 

In  the  West  Indies,  piracy  is 
of  recent  date,  which  may  explain 
the  cause  why  other  powers  have 
not  combined  against  it.  By  the 
documents  communicated,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the 
United  States  to  suppress  it  have 
had  a  very  salutary  effect.  The 
benevolent  provision  of  the  act, 
under  which  the  protection  ha8 
been  extended  alike  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  other  nations,  cannot  fail 
to  be  duly  appreciated  by  them. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  intituled  An 
act  to  abolish  the  United  States 
Trading  Establishments,”  agents 
were  immediately  appointed  and 
instructed  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to 
close  the  business  of  the  trading- 
houses  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
factors  and  sub-factors  engaged  in 
that  trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all 
other  respects,  the  injunctions  of 
that  act,  in  the  mode  prescribed 
therein.  A  final  report  of  their 
proceedings  shall  be  communicated 
to  congress  as  soon  as  it  is  re¬ 
ceived. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I  have  to 
state  that  a  serious  malady  has  de¬ 
prived  us  of  many  valuable  citizens 
of  Pensacola,  and  checked  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  some  of  those  arrange¬ 
ments  which  are  important  to  the 
territory.  This  effect  has  been 
sensibly  felt  with  respect  to  the 
Indians  who  inhabit  that  territory, 
consisting;  of  the  remnants  of  se- 
veral  tribes  who  occupy  the  middle 
ground  between  St.  Augustine 
and  Pensacola,  with  extensive 
claims  but  undefined  boundaries* 
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Although  peace  is  preserved  with 
those  Indians,  yet  their  position 
and  claims  tend  essentially  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  intercourse  between 
the  eastern  and  western  parts  of 
the  territory  on  which  our  inha¬ 
bitants  are  principally  settled.  It 
is  essential  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  territory,  as  well 
as  to  the  intercourse  of  the  union, 
that  these  Indians  should  be  re¬ 
moved,  by  special  compact  with 
them,  to  some  other  position,  or 
concentrated  within  narrower  limits 
where  they  are.  With  the  limited 
means  in  the  power  of  the  execu¬ 
tive,  instructions  were  given  to 
the  governor  to  accomplish  this 
object,  so  far  as  it  might  be  prac¬ 
ticable,  which  was  prevented  by 
the  distressing  malady  referred  to. 
To  carry  it  fully  into  effect  in 
either  mode,  additional  funds  will 
be  necessary,  to  the  provision  of 
which  the  powers  of  congress 
alone  are  competent.  With  a  view 
of  such  provision  as  may  be  deemed 
proper,  the  subject  is  submitted  to 
your  consideration,  and  in  the  in¬ 
terim  further  proceedings  are  sus¬ 
pended. 

It  appeared  that  so  much  of  the 
I  act  intituled  “  An  Act  regulating 
the  Staff  of  the  Army,”  which 
passed  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818, 
as  relates  to  the  commissariat,  will 
expire  in  April  next,  and  the 
I  practical  operation  of  that  depart¬ 
ment  having  evinced  its  great 
utility,  the  propriety  of  its  re¬ 
newal  is  submitted  to  your  consi- 
|  deration. 

The  view  which  has  been  taken 
:  of  the  probable  productiveness  of 
i  the  lead  mines,  connected  with  the 
i  importance  of  the  material  to  the 
public  defence,  makes  it  expedient 
I  that  they  should  be  managed  with 
-  peculiar  care.  It  is  therefore  sug¬ 


gested  whether  it  will  not  comport 
with  the  public  interest  to  provide 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  skilled  in  mineralogy  to  su¬ 
perintend  them,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  proper  department. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cum¬ 
berland  Road,  which  was  con¬ 
structed  at  a  great  expense,  has 
already  suffered  from  the  want  of 
that  regular  superintendence,  and 
of  those  repairs  which  are  indis¬ 
pensable  to  the  preservation  of 
such  a  work.  This  road  is  of  in¬ 
calculable  advantage  in  facilitating 
the  intercourse  between  the  West¬ 
ern  and  Atlantic  States.  Through 
it,  the  whole  country,  from  the 
northern  extremity  of  Lake  Erie 
to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  all 
the  waters  which  empty  into  each, 
finds  an  easy  and  direct  com¬ 
munication  to  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  thence  to  the  Atlantic. 
The  facility  which  it  affords  to  all 
military  and  commercial  opera¬ 
tions,  and  also  to  those  of  the  post- 
office  department,  cannot  be  esti¬ 
mated  too  highly.  This  great 
work  is  likewise  an  ornament  and 
an  honour  to  the  nation.  Reliev¬ 
ing  that  a  competent  power  to 
adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  in¬ 
ternal  improvement  has  not  been 
granted  to  congress,  but  that  such 
a  power,  confined  to  great  na¬ 
tional  purposes,  and  with  proper 
limitations,  would  be  productive 
of  eminent  advantage  to  our 
union,  I  have  thought  it  advisable 
that  an  amendment  of  the  consti¬ 
tution,  to  that  effect  should  be  re¬ 
commended  to  the  several  states. 
A  bill  which  assumed  the  right  to 
adopt  and  execute  such  a  system 
having  been  presented  for  my  sig¬ 
nature,  at  the  last  session,  I  was 
compelled,  from  the  view  which  I 
had  taken  of  the  powers  of  the 
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general  government  to  negative  it, 
on  which  occasion  I  thought  it  pro¬ 
per  to  communicate  the  sentiments 
which  I  had  formed,,  on  mature 
consideration,  on  the  whole  sub¬ 
ject.  To  that  communication,  in 
all  the  views  in  which  the  great 
interest  to  which  it  relates  may  be 
supposed  to  merit  your  attention, 

I  have  now  to  refer.  Should  con¬ 
gress,  however,  deem  it  improper 
to  recommend  such  an  amend¬ 
ment,  they  have,  according  to  my 
judgment,  the  right  to  keep  the 
road  in  repair,  by  providing  for 
the  superintendence  of  it,  and  ap¬ 
propriating  the  money  necessary 
for  repairs.  Surely,  if  they  had 
the  right  to  appropriate  money  to 
make  the  road,  they  have  a  right  to 
appropriate  it  to  preserve  the  road 
from  ruin.  From  the  exercise  of 
this  power  no  danger  is  to  he  ap¬ 
prehended.  Under  our  happy  sys¬ 
tem,  the  people  are  the  sole  and 
exclusive  fountain  of  power.  Each 
government  originates  from  them, 
and  to  them  alone,  each  to  its  pro¬ 
per  constituents,  are  they  respec¬ 
tively  and  solely  responsible  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties, 
within  their  constitutional  limits  : 
and  that  the  people  will  confine  their 
public  agents,  of  every  station,  to 
the  strict  line  of  their  constitu¬ 
tional  duties,  there  is  no  cause  to 
doubt.  Having,  however,  com¬ 
municated  my  sentiments  to  con¬ 
gress,  at  the  last  session,  fully,  in 
the  document  to  which  I  have  re¬ 
ferred,  respecting  the  right  of  ap¬ 
propriation  as  distinct  from  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  and  sove¬ 
reignty  over  the  territory  in  ques¬ 
tion,  I  deem  improper  to  enlarge 
on  the  subject  here. 

From  the  best  information  that 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  our  manufactures,  though 


depressed  immediately  after  the 
peace,  have  considerably  increased, 
and  are  still  increasing,  under  the 
encouragement  given  them  by  the 
tariff  of  1816,  and  by  subsequent 
laws.  Satisfied  I  am,  whatever 
may  he  the  abstract  doctrine  in 
favour  of  unrestricted  commerce, 
provided  all  nations  would  concur 
in  it,  and  it  was  not  liable  to  he 
interrupted  by  war,  which  has 
never  occurred,  and  cannot  he  ex¬ 
pected,  that  there  are  other  strong 
reasons  applicable  to  our  situation 
and  relations  with  other  countries, 
which  impose  on  us  the  obligation 
to  cherish  and  sustain  our  manu¬ 
factures.  Satisfied,  however,  I 
likewise  am,  that  the  interest  of 
every  part  of  our  union,  even  of 
those  most  benefitted  by  manufac¬ 
tures,  requires  that  this  subject 
should  be  touched  with  the  great¬ 
est  caution,  and  a  critical  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  effect  to  he  produced 
by  the  slightest  change.  On  full 
consideration  of  the  subject,  in  all 
its  relations,  I  am  persuaded  that 
a  further  augmentation  may  now 
be  made  of  the  duties  on  certain 
foreign  articles,  in  favour  of  our 
own,  and  without  affecting,  inju¬ 
riously,  any  other  interest.  For 
more  precise  details,  I  refer  you 
to  the  communications  which  were 
made  to  congress  during  the  last 
session. 

So  great  was  the  amount  of  ac¬ 
counts  for  monies  advanced  during 
the  late  war,  in  addition  to  others 
of  a  previous  date,  which,  in  the 
regular  operations  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  necessarily  remained  unset¬ 
tled,  that  it  required  a  considerable 
length  of  time  for  their  adjust¬ 
ment.  By  a  report  from  the  first 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1817,  the  accounts  then  unsettled 
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•amounted  to  103,068,876  dollars 
41  cents,  of  which,  on  the  30th  of 
September  of  the  present  year, 
93;  175,396  dollars  and  56  cents 
had  been  settled ;  leaving  on  that 
day  a  balance  unsettled  of 
9;  893, 479  dollars  85  cents.  That 
there  have  been  drawn  from  the 
treasury,  in  paying  the  public 
debt,  and  sustaining  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  all  its  operations  and  dis¬ 
bursements,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1817;  157,199,380  dollars 
and  96  cents,  the  accounts  for 
which  have  been  settled  to  the 
amount  of  137,501,451  dollars 
and  12  cents ;  leaving  a  balance 
unsettled  of  19,697 ,9%9  dollars 
and  84  cents.  For  precise  details 
respecting  each  of  these  balances, 

I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  comp¬ 
troller,  and  the  documents  which 
accompany  it. 

From  this  view,  it  appears  that 
our  commercial  differences  with 
France  and  Great  Britain  have 
been  placed  in  a  train  of  amicable 
arrangement,  on  conditions  fair 
and  honourable,  in  both  instances, 
to  each  party ;  that  our  finances 
are  in  a  very  productive  state,  our 
revenue  being  at  present  fully 
competent  to  all  demands  upon  it ; 
that  our  military  force  is  well  or¬ 
ganized  in  all  its  branches,  and 
capable  of  rendering  the  most  im¬ 
portant  service,  in  case  of  emer¬ 
gency,  that  its  number  will  admit 
of;  that  due  progress  has  been 
made,  under  existing  appropria¬ 
tions,  in  the  construction  of  forti¬ 
fications,  and  in  the  operation  of 
the  ordnance  department ;  that  due 
progress  has,  in  like  manner,  been 
made  in  the  construction  of  ships 
of  war ;  that  our  navy  is  in  the 
best  condition,  felt  and  respected 
in  every  sea  in  which  it  is  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  protection  of  our 
commerce ;  that  our  manufactures 


have  augmented  in  amount,  and 
improved  in  quality  ;  that  great 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  accounts,  and  in  reco¬ 
very  of  the  balances  due  to  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  and  that  the  utmost  eco¬ 
nomy  is  secured  and  observed  in 
every  department  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration. 

Other  objects  will  likewise  claim 
your  attention;  because,  from  the 
station  which  the  United  States 
hold,  as  a  member  of  the  great 
community  of  nations,  they  have 
rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  per¬ 
form,  and  dangers  to  encounter. 

A  strong  hope  was  entertained 
that  peace  would,  ere  this,  have 
been  concluded  between  Spain  and 
the  independent  governments  south 
of  the  United  States  in  this  hemi¬ 
sphere.  Long  experience  having 
evinced  the  competency  of  those 
governments  to  maintain  the  inde¬ 
pendence  which  they  had  declared, 
it  was  presumed  that  the  conside¬ 
rations  which  induced  their  recog¬ 
nition  by  the  United  States  would 
have  had  equal  weight  with  other 
powers,  and  that  Spain  herself, 
yielding  to  those  magnanimous 
feelings  of  which  her  history  fur¬ 
nishes  so  many  examples,  would 
have  terminated,  on  that  basis,  a 
controversy  so  unavailing,  and  at 
the  same  time  so  destructive.  We 
still  cherish  the  hope  that  the  re¬ 
sult  will  not  long  be  postponed. 

Sustaining  our  neutral  position, 
and  allowing  to  each  party  while 
the  war  continues  equal  rights,  it 
is  incumbent  on  the  United  States 
to  claim  of  each  with  equal  rigour 
the  faithful  observance  of  our 
rights,  according  to  the  well- 
known  law  of  nations.  From  each, 
therefore,  a  like  co-operation  is 
expected,  in  the  suppression  of  the 
piratical  practice  which  has  grown 
out  of  this  war,  and  of  blockades 


598  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


of  extensive  coasts  on  both  seas, 
which,  considering  the  small  force 
employed  to  sustain  them,  have 
not  the  slightest  foundation  to 
rest  on. 

Europe  is  still  unsettled;  and 
although  the  war,  long  menaced 
between  Russia  and  Turkey,  has 
not  broken  out,  there  is  no  cer¬ 
tainty  that  the  differences  between 
those  powers  will  be  amicably  ad¬ 
justed.  It  is  impossible  to  look  to 
the  oppressions  of  the  country,  re¬ 
specting  'which  those  differences 
arose,  without  being  deeply  affect¬ 
ed.  The  mention  of  Greece  fills 
the  mind  with  the  most  exalted 
sentiments,  and  arouses  in  our 
bosoms  the  best  feelings  of  which 
our  nature  is  susceptible.  Superior 
skill  and  refinement  in  the  arts, 
heroic  gallantry  in  action,  disin¬ 
terested  patriotism,  enthusiastic 
zeal  and  devotion  in  favour  of 
public  and  personal  liberty,  are 
associated  with  our  recollections  of 
ancient  Greece. 

That  such  a  country  should  have 
been  overwhelmed,  and  so  long 
hidden,  as  it  were,  from  the  world, 
under  a  gloomy  despotism,  has 
been  a  cause  of  unceasing  and  deep 
regret  to  generous  minds,  for  ages 
past.  It  was  natural,  therefore, 
that  the  re-appearance  of  those 
people  in  their  original  character, 
contending  in  favour  of  their  liber¬ 
ties,  should  produce  that  great  ex¬ 
citement  and  sympathy  in  their 
favour,  which  has  been  so  signally 
displayed  throughout  the  United 
States.  A  strong  hope  is  enter¬ 
tained  that  these  people  will  re¬ 
cover  their  independence,  and  re¬ 
sume  their  equal  station  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  people,  and  it 
must  be  very  consoling  to  all  be¬ 


nevolent  minds  to  see  the  extraor- 
dinarv  moderation  with  which  it 
has  been  conducted.  That  it  may 
promote  the  happiness  of  both  na¬ 
tions,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this 
whole  people,  to  the  expression  of 
which  we  confine  ourselves;  for, 
whatever  may  be  the  feelings  or 
sentiments  which  every  individual 
under  our  government  has  a.  right 
to  indulge  and  express,  it  is  never¬ 
theless  a  sacred  maxim,  equally 
with  the  government  and  people, 
that  the  destiny  of  every  inde¬ 
pendent  nation,  in  what  relates  to 
such  improvements,  of  right  be¬ 
longs,  and  ought  to  be  left,  exclu¬ 
sively  to  themselves. 

Whether  we  reason  from  the 
late  wars,  or  from  those  menacing 
symptoms  which  now  appear  in 
Europe,  it  is  manifest  that,  if  a 
convulsion  should  take  place  in 
any  of  those  countries,  it  will  pro¬ 
ceed  from  causes  which  have  no 
existence,  and  are  utterly  unknown 
in  these  states,  in  which  there  is 
but  one  order,  that  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  ex¬ 
clusively  belongs.  Should  war 
break  out  in  any  of  those  coun¬ 
tries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent 
to  which  it  may  be  carried,  or  the 
desolation  which  it  may  spread? 
Exempt  as  we  are  from  these 
causes,  our  internal  tranquillity  is 
secure ;  and,  distant  as  we  are 
from  the  troubled  scene,  and  faith¬ 
ful  to  just  principles,  in  regard  to 
other  powers,  we  might  reasonably 
presume  that  we  shall  not  be 
molested  by  them.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  ought  not  to  be  calculated 
on  as  certain.  Unprovoked  in¬ 
juries  are  often  inflicted,  and  even 
the  peculiar  felicity  of  our  situa¬ 
tion  might,  with  some,  be  a  cause 
for  excitement  and  aggression. 
The  history  of  the  late  wars  in 
Europe  furnishes  a  complete  de- 
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rnonstration,  that  no  system  of 
conduct,  however  correct  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  can  protect  neutral  powers 
from  injury,  from  any  party;  that 
a  defenceless  position,  and  distin¬ 
guished  love  of  peace,  are  the 
surest  invitations  to  war ;  and  that 
there  is  no  way  to  avoid  it,  otherwise 
than  by  being  always  prepared  and 
willing,  for  just  cause,  to  meet  it. 
If  there  be  a  people  on  earth 
whose  more  especial  duty  it  is  to  be 
at  all  times  prepared  to  defend 
the  rights  with  which  they  are 
blessed,  and  to  surpass  all  others 
in  sustaining  the  necessary  bur¬ 
thens,  and  in  submitting  to  sacri¬ 
fices  to  make  such  preparations,  it 
is  undoubtedly  the  people  of  these 
States. 

When  we  see  that  a  civil  war  of 
the  most  frightful  character  rages 
from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Black  Sea ; 
that  strong  symptoms  of  war  ap¬ 
pear  in  other  parts,  proceeding 
from  causes  which,  should  it  break 
out,  may  become  general,  and  be 
of  long  duration ;  that  the  war 
still  continues  between  Spain  and 
the  independent  governments,  her 
late  provinces,  in  this  hemisphere ; 
that  it  is  likewise  menaced  be¬ 
tween  Portugal  and  Brazil,  in 
consequence  of  the  attempt  of  the 
latter  to  dismember  itself  from 
the  former ;  and  that  a  system  of 
piracy,  of  great  extent,  is  main¬ 
tained  in  the  neighbouring  seas, 
which  will  require  equal  vigi¬ 


lance  and  decision  to  suppress  it, 
the  reasons  for  sustaining  the  atti¬ 
tude  which  we  now  hold,  and  for 
pushing  forward  all  our  measures 
of  defence  with  the  utmost  vigour, 
appear  to  me  to  acquire  new  force. 

The  United  States  owe  to  the 
world  a  great  example,  and,  by 
means  thereof,  to  the  cause  of  li¬ 
berty  and  humanity,  a  generous 
support.  They  have  so  far  suc¬ 
ceeded,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
virtuous  and  enlightened  of  every 
country.  There  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  their  whole  movement 
will  be  regulated  by  a  sacred  re¬ 
gard  to  principle,  all  our  institu¬ 
tions  being  founded  on  that  basis. 
The  ability  to  support  our  own 
cause,  under  any  trial  to  which  it 
may  be  exposed,  is  the  great  point 
on  which  public  solicitude  rests. 
It  has  been  often  charged  against 
free  governments,  that  they  have 
neither  the  foresight  nor  the  virtue 
to  provide,  at  the  proper  season, 
for  great  emergencies ;  that  their 
course  is  improvident  and  expen¬ 
sive  ;  that  war  will  always  find 
them  unprepared,  and  whatever 
may  be  its  calamities,  that  its  ter¬ 
rible  warnings  will  be  disregarded 
and  forgotten  as  soon  as  peace  re¬ 
turns.  I  have  full  confidence  that 
this  charge,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
United  States,  will  be  shown  to 
be  utterly  destitute  of  truth. 

James  Monroe. 

Washington,  Dec.  3,  1822. 


Manifesto  of  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Constitutional  Prince 
Regent  and  Perpetual  Defender  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Brazil,  to  the  People  of  that  Kingdom. 

Brazilians ! — The  time  for  de-  antiquated  errors  and  abuses,  are 
ceiving  mankind  is  past.  Govern-  destined  to  see  the  colossus  of  their 
ments,  which  would  still  found  greatness  fall  from  the  fragile 
their  power  upon  the  pretended  basis  on  which  it  had  been  erected, 
ignorance  of  the  people,  or  upon  It  is  in  consequence  of  not  attend- 
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ing  to  this  principle,  that  the 
Cortes  of  Lisbon  have  forced  the 
provinces  of  the  south  of  Brazil 
to  throw  off’  the  yoke  prepared  for 
them.  It  is  in  consequence  of 
being  duly  impressed  with  it,  that 
1  now  see  all  Brazil  united  around 
me,  calling  upon  me  to  defend  its 
rights  and  maintain  its  liberty  and 
independence.  I  comply,  Bra¬ 
zilians,  while  I  declare  to  you  the 
truth.  Listen  to  me  ! 

The  congress  of  Lisbon,  arro¬ 
gating  to  itself  the  tyrannical  right 
of  imposing  on  Brazil  a  new  com¬ 
pact — an  article  of  faith,  signed 
under  a  partial  and  prospective 
oath,  and  which  could  in  no  way 
involve  the  approval  of  self-de¬ 
struction — has  compelled  us  to 
examine  the  pretended  titles  which 
are  set  up,  and  to  investigate  the 
injustice  of  such  unreasonable  pre¬ 
tensions.  This  examination,  which 
insulted  reason  counselled  and  re¬ 
quired,  has  proved  to  the  Brazil¬ 
ians  that  Portugal,  in  overthrow¬ 
ing  all  established  forms  — <  in 
changing  all  the  ancient  and  re¬ 
spectable  institutions  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy — in  passing  the  sponge  of 
moral  oblivion  over  all  her  rela¬ 
tions,  and  in  re-constituting  her¬ 
self  anew,  cannot  compel  us  to 
accept  a  dishonourable  and  degrad¬ 
ing  system,  without  violating  those 
very  principles  on  which  she  has 
founded  her  revolution  and  the 
right  of  changing  her  political  in¬ 
stitutions,  without  destroying  those 
bases  upon  which  her  own  rights 
the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  are 
founded,  without  opposing  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  reason  and  justice,  which 
has  its  laws  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  never  in  the  individual 
caprices  of  men. 

The  southern  provinces  of  Brazil 
having,  therefore,  united  and  as¬ 
sumed  the  majestic  attitude  of  a 


people  recognizing  their  right  to 
liberty  and  happiness,  have  turned 
their  eyes  towards  me,  the  son  of 
their  king  and  their  friend,  who, 
regarding  in  its  true  point  of  view 
this  rich  and  great  portion  of  our 
globe,  who,  knowing  the  talents  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  the  immense 
resources  of  its  soil,  sees  with  pain 
the  irregular  and  tyrannical  course 
of  those  who  so  falsely  and  prema¬ 
turely  have  named  themselves  the 
fathers  of  the  country,  and  have 
attempted  to  change  their  charac¬ 
ter  of  representatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Portugal  into  that  of  sove¬ 
reigns  of  all  the  immense  Portu¬ 
guese  monarchy.  I  have  conse¬ 
quently  considered  that  it  would 
be  unworthy  of  me  and  of  the 
great  king  whose  son  and  delegate 
I  am,  to  disregard  the  wishes  of 
his  faithful  subjects,  who,  repress¬ 
ing  republican  desires  and  propen¬ 
sities,  avoid  the  fascinating  exam¬ 
ple  of  neighbouring  states,  and  de¬ 
posit  in  me  all  their  hopes :  in  this 
way  royalty  is  preserved  in  the 
great  American  continent,  and  the 
rights  of  the  august  House  of 
Braganza  are  acknowledged. 

I  have  acceded  to  the  generous 
and  sincere  wishes  of  this  people, 
and  have  remained  in  Brazil,  mak¬ 
ing  known  my  firm  resolution  to 
our  king,  and  being  persuaded  that 
this  step  would  be  to  the  Cortes  of 
Lisbon  the  thermometer  of  the 
disposition  of  Brazil,  of  its  sense 
of  its  own  dignity,  and  of  the  new 
elevation  of  its  sentiments.  I 
hoped,  also,  that  this  proceeding 
would  make  the  Cortes  stop  in  the 
career  which  they  had  commenced, 
and  return  to  the  paths  of  justice, 
from  which  they  had  departed. 
This,  reason  dictated ;  but  the 
giddy  views  of  egotism  stifle  its 
voice  and  its  precepts.  The  indig¬ 
nation  of  the  United  Provinces  was 


PUBLIC  DO 


60! 


then,  as  might  be  expected,  roused, 
and  in  a  moment,  as  if  by  magic, 
all  their  ideas  and  sentiments  con¬ 
verged  to  one  single  point  and  to 
one  sole  end.  Without  the  din  of 
arms,  and  without  the  cries  of 
anarchy,  they  calmly  required  of 
me  that  I  should,  as  a  guarantee 
of  their  precious  liberty  and  na¬ 
tional  honour,  cause  the  prompt 
installation  of  a  general,  consti¬ 
tuent,  and  legislative  assembly  for 
Brazil.  I  was  desirous  to  delay 
the  period  of  the  meeting  of  this 
assembly,  in  order  to  see  whether 
the  pride  of  the  Cortes  of  Lisbon 
would  yield  to  the  voice  of  reason 
and  justice,  and  to  a  sense  of  their 
own  interest ;  but  the  order  made 
and  transmitted  by  them  to  the 
Portuguese  consuls,  prohibiting 
the  forwarding  of  arms  and  am¬ 
munition  for  Brazil,  was  a  signal 
of  war  and  an  actual  commence¬ 
ment  of  hostilities. 

This  kingdom  accordingly  re¬ 
quired,  that  as  I  had  declared  my¬ 
self  its  perpetual  defender,  I  should 
proceed  to  take  the  most  energetic 
and  prompt  measures  for  its  secu¬ 
rity,  honour,  and  prosperity.  If  I 
had  failed  in  my  resolution,  then 
would  my  sacred  promises  have 
been  on  the  one  hand  broken ;  and 
on  the  other,  who  could  have  re¬ 
strained  the  evils  of  anarchy,  the 
dismemberment  of  these  provinces, 
and  all  the  furies  of  democracy  ? 
What  violent  contests  would  fol¬ 
low,  between  inveterate  parties, 
between  thousands  of  successively 
rising  and  conflicting  factions  ?  To 
whom  would  then  belong  the  gold 
and  the  diamonds  of  our  inex¬ 
haustible  mines, — those  rich  rivers 
which  form  the  strength  of  our 
states,  that  prodigious  fertility 
which  is  the  great  source  of  riches 
and  prosperity  ?  Who  would  re¬ 
concile  so  many  opposing  parties  ? 


Who  would  civilize  our  scattered 
population,  separated  by  numerous 
rivers  as  large  as  seas  ?  Who  would 
then  communicate  with  our  In¬ 
dians  in  the  centre  of  their  impe¬ 
netrable  forests,  or  behind  high 
and  inaccessible  mountains  ?  Bra¬ 
zil,  this  fine  portion  of  nature’s 
workmanship,  the  envy  and  admi¬ 
ration  of  the  nations  of  the  world, 
would  indeed  be  lacerated,  and  the 
benevolent  views  of  Providence 
would  be  defeated — at  least  for 
many  years  retarded. 

I  should  be  responsible  for  all 
these  evils,  for  the  blood  which 
would  be  shed,  for  the  victims 
which  would  infallibly  be  sacri¬ 
ficed  to  passions  and  to  private 
interests.  I  have  therefore  formed 
my  resolution — I  have  adopted  the 
course  which  the  people  wished, 
and  I  have  ordered  the  convoca¬ 
tion  of  the  Assembly  of  Brazil,  in 
order  to  cement  the  political  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  kingdom,  without 
breaking  the  ties  of  Portuguese 
fraternity.  Thus  may  the  different 
parts  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  Brazil,  and  Algarve, 
justly  and  decorously  harmonize; 
and  thus  may  be  preserved  under 
one  chief,  two  families  which  are 
separated  by  immense  seas,  and 
which  can  alone  be  retained  in 
union  by  the  bonds  founded  on  an 
equality  of  rights  and  a  reciprocity 
of  interests. 

Brazilians! — On  your  account, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  revert  to  the 
evils  to  which  you  were  subject, 
and  which  occasioned  the  represent¬ 
ation  made  to  me  by  the  magistracy 
and  people  of  this  city  on  the  23d 
of  May,  and  gave  rise  to  my 
royal  decree  of  the  3d  of  June  of 
the  present  year ;  but  the  respect 
we  owe  to  mankind  requires  that 
we  should  state  the  reasons  which 
led  to  your  first  proceedings,  and 
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to  my  conduct.  The  history  of 
the  acts  of  the  congress  of  Lisbon 
with  respect  to  Brazil,  presents  a 
series  of  unjust  and  unreasonable 
proceedings,  the  objects  of  which 
were  to  paralyze  the  prosperity  of 
Brazil,  to  consume  the  vital  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  country,  and  to  reduce 
her  to  a  state  of  inanity  and  feeble¬ 
ness  which  would  infallibly  lead 
to  her  ruin  and  subjugation.  To 
convince  the  world  of  the  truth  of 
this  assertion,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  enter  into  the  simple  exposition 
of  the  following  facts: — 

The  congress  of  Lisbon  legis¬ 
lated  on  the  affairs  of  Brazil  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  her  representatives, 
thus  setting  aside  the  sovereignty 
of  the  majority  of  the  nation. 

That  congress  denied  to  Brazil  a 
delegation  of  the  executive  power, 
so  necessary  for  the  developement 
of  its  full  force,  considering  the 
great  distance  which  separates  Por¬ 
tugal  from  Brazil,  thus  leaving 
the  latter  without  laws  suited  to 
her  climate  and  local  circumstances, 
and  without  prompt  resources  for 
her  necessities. 

The  congress  refused  to  Brazil 
a  centre  of  union  and  power,  for 
the  purpose  of  enfeebling  her, 
previously  inciting  her  provinces 
to  set  aside  that  centre  of  union 
which  was  alreadily  happily  esta¬ 
blished. 

Governments  were  decreed  to 
Brazil  void  of  stability  and  union, 
with  three  insubordinate,  rival, 
and  contradictory  centres  of  ac¬ 
tivity,  thus  destroying  the  rank  of 
Brazil  as  a  kingdom,  and  under¬ 
mining  the  basis  of  her  future 
greatness  and  prosperity,  and  leav¬ 
ing  her  all  the  elements  of  disorder 
and  anarchy. 

The  Brazilians  were  excluded 
from  all  honourable  posts,  and  your 
cities  were  filled  with  European 


troops  commanded  by  foreign, 
cruel,  and  immoral  chiefs. 

Enthusiastic  reception  and  lavish 
encomiums  were  given  to  all  the 
barbarians  who  inflicted  painful 
wounds  on  your  hearts,  and  pro¬ 
mised  to  continue  to  lacerate  them. 
Rapacious  hands  were  laid  on  the 
resources  of  the  bank  of  Brazil, 
which  was  surcharged  with  an 
enormous  national  debt,  of  which 
the  congress  took  no  heed,  though 
the  credit  of  that  Bank  was  closely 
connected  with  the  public  credit 
and  prosperity  of  Brazil. 

Negotiations  were  entered  into 
with  foreign  nations  for  alienating 
portions  of  your  territory  for  the 
purpose  of  enfeebling  and  subju¬ 
gating  you. 

Your  fortresses  were  disarmed, 
your  arsenals  stripped,  your  ports 
left  defenceless,  and  your  whole 
navy  called  to  the  ports  of  Portu¬ 
gal  ;  your  treasuries  were  drained 
by  repeated  plunders  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  foreign  troops,  who  came 
uninvited  to  shed  your  blood  and 
destroy  you;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  you  were  prohibited  the  use 
of  foreign  arms  and  ammunition, 
by  which  you  might  revenge  ybur- 
selves  and  assert  your  independ¬ 
ence. 

You  were  presented  with  a  pro¬ 
ject  of  commercial  relations,  which, 
under  false  appearances  of  chi¬ 
merical  reciprocity  and  equality, 
monopolized  your  riches,  closed 
your  ports  against  foreign  trade, 
thus  destroying  your  agriculture 
and  industry,  and  reducing  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Brazil  to  the  state  of 
colonists. 

The  Brazilian  representatives 
were  from  the  first  treated,  and 
still  are  treated,  with  indignity 
and  contempt,  when  they  have  the 
courage  to  contend  for  their  rights ; 
and— -who  would  believe  it  ?— 
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threats  have  been  held  out  of 
emancipating  the  slaves,  and  arm¬ 
ing  them  against  their  own  masters. 

Finally,  to  close  this  long  nar¬ 
rative  of  horrible  acts  of  injustice, 
when,  for  the  first  time,  the  con¬ 
gress  heard  the  expressions  of  your 
just  indignation,  they  loaded  the 
Brazilians  with  insult,  and  sought 
to  vindicate  their  own  crimes  by 
alleging  that  they  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  your  concurrence  and 
consent. 

The  delegation  of  the  executive 
power,  which  the  congress  rejected 
as  anti-constitutional,  is  now  of¬ 
fered  to  us  by  a  commission  from 
that  congress,  and  with  such  libe¬ 
rality,  that  instead  of  a  centre  of 
the  same  power,  which  was  all 
that  you  required,  it  is  wished  to 
concede  to  you  two  or  more. 
What  unheard-of  generosity  !  But 
who  is  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive 
that  the  sole  object  of  this  proposi¬ 
tion  is,  to  destroy  your  power  and 
integrity,  to  arm  provinces  against 
provinces,  and  brothers  against 
brothers  ? 

We  agree,  then,  generous  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  vast  and  powerful 
empire,  that  the  great  step  of 
your  independence  and  happiness, 
so  often  foretold  by  the  great  poli¬ 
ticians  of  Europe,  is  now  attained. 
You  are  now  a  sovereign  people; 
you  have  now  entered  into  the  so¬ 
ciety  of  independent  nations,  to 
which  you  possess  a  rightful  claim. 
The  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
nation,  the  desire  of  her  pros¬ 
perity,  the  voice  of  nature  herself, 
require  that  the  colonies  should 
cease  to  be  colonies  when  they 
have  attained  to  their  virility,  and 
that,  though  treated  as  colonies, 
you  shall  no  longer  be  so  in 
reality,  but  shall  continue  to  re¬ 
main  a  kingdom.  Finally,  the 
3ame  right  which  Portugal  had  to 


set  aside  her  ancient  institutions, 
and  to  re-constitute  herself,  that 
right  should  with  more  reason 
belong  to  you,  who  inhabit  a  vast 
and  extensive  countrv,  with  a  no- 
pulation  larger,  though  more  scat¬ 
tered,  than  that  of  Portugal,  and 
which  will  go  on  increasing  with 
the  same  rapidity  which  distin¬ 
guishes  the  fall  of  heavy  bodies 
through  the  air.  If  Portugal  deny 
you  this  right,  she  herself  re¬ 
nounces  the  right  which  she  may 
plead  in  order  to  obtain  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  her  new  constitution  by 
foreign  nations,  who  would,  in 
that  case,  have  it  in  their  power  to 
allege  just  motives  for  interfering 
with  her  domestic  affairs,  and  vio¬ 
lating  the  attributes  of  the  sove¬ 
reignty  and  independence  of  na¬ 
tions. 

What  then  remains  for  you  to 
do,  Brazilians  ? — It  remains  for 
you  to  unite  yourselves  all  in  in¬ 
terests,  in  love,  in  hopes  ;  to  esta¬ 
blish  the  august  assembly  of  Brazil 
in  the  exercise  of  its  functions,  in 
order  that  in  holding  by  the  helm 
of  reason  and  prudence,  it  may 
succeed  in  avoiding  the  rocks  which 
are  so  unfortunately  presented  in 
the  sea  of  revolution  by  France, 
Spain,  and  even  Portugal  herself ; 
and  in  order  that  it  may  mark 
with  greater  precision  and  wisdom 
the  division  of  the  powers,  and 
establishing  the  code  of  your  legis¬ 
lation  in  sound  philosophy,  may 
apply  it  to  your  peculiar  circum¬ 
stances. 

Doubt  it  not,  Brazilians  !  Y  our 
representatives  occupied,  not  in 
overcoming  opposition,  but  in  es¬ 
tablishing  rights,  will  maintain 
yours  which  have  been  trampled 
under  foot  and  unknown  for  three 
centuries  :  they  will  consecrate  the 
true  principles  of  the  Brazilian  re¬ 
presentative  monarchy :  they  will 
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declare  king  of  this  beautiful 
country  Senhor  D.  Joao  VI.,  my 
august  father,  of  whose  love  you 
are  entirely  possessed :  they  will 
cut  off  all  the  heads  of  the  hydras  of 
anarchy  and  despotism  :  they  will 
impose  on  all  the  public  officers 
the  necessary  responsibility ;  and 
the  just  and  legitimate  will  of  the 
nation  will  never  more  behold  its 
majestic  flight  interrupted  for  a 
single  instant. 

Firm  in  the  invariable  principle 
of  never  sanctioning  abuses,  from 
which  new  ones  are  constantly 
arising,  your  representatives  will 
spread  light  and  new  order 
throughout  the  dark  chaos  of  the 
public  property,  of  the  economical 
administration,  and  of  the  civil 
and  criminal  laws.  They  will 
have  the  courage  to  believe  that 
ideas  'which  are  useful  and  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  welfare  of  our  species, 
are  not  destined  solely  to  adorn 
the  pages  of  books,  and  that  the 
perfectibility  granted  to  man  by 
the  Supreme  Creator  should  never 
meet  with  opposition,  but  should 
concur  towards  the  social  order  and 
happiness  of  nations. 

They  will  give  you  a  code  of 
laws  adequate  to  the  nature  of 
your  local  circumstances,  of  your 
population,  interests,  and  relations, 
the  execution  of  which  will  be 
confided,  to  upright  judges,  will 
administer  gratuitous  justice,  and 
will  cause  to  disappear  all  the  pet- 
tyfogging  cavils  of  your  forum, 
founded  on  ancient,  ridiculous, 
complicated  and  contradictory  laws. 
They  will  give  you  a  penal  code 
dictated  by  reason  and  humanity, 
in  place  of  those  sanguinary  and 
absurd  laws  of  which  you  have 
hitherto  been  the  suffering  victims. 
You  will  have  a  system  of  imposts 
which  will  respect  the  labours  of 
agriculture,  the  works  of  industry. 


the  dangers  of  navigation,  and  the 
freedom  of  trade ;  a  clear  and  har¬ 
monious  system,  which  will  facili¬ 
tate  the  purchase  and  circulation 
of  stock,  and  remove  the  hundred 
mysterious  keys  which  locked  the 
obscure  labyrinth  of  the  finances, 
and  which  never  allowed  the 
citizens  to  understand  the  rate  of 
the  sale  of  the  national  funds. 

Brave  soldiers,  you  shall  possess 
also  a  military  code,  which,  form¬ 
ing  an  army  of  disciplined  citizens, 
shall  unite  the  valour  which  de¬ 
fends  the  country  with  the  civic 
virtues  which  protect  and  secure 
her. 

Cultivators  of  literature  and 
science,  almost  always  abhorred  or 
despised  by  despotism,  you  will 
now  find  the  road  to  honour  and 
glory  open  and  disembarrassed. 
Virtue  and  merit  will  be  seen  in 
con]  unction  to  adorn  the  sanctuary 
of  the  country,  while  intrigue  will 
no  longer  close  the  avenues  of  the 
throne,  hitherto  open  only  to  hy¬ 
pocrisy  and  deceit. 

Citizens  of  every  class,  Brazil¬ 
ian  youth,  you  shall  have  a  na¬ 
tional  code  of  public  instruction, 
which  shall  cultivate  and  cherish 
the  talents  of  this  blessed  climate, 
and  will  place  our  constitution 
under  the  safe-guard  of  future 
generations,  transmitting  to  the 
whole  nation  a  liberal  education, 
which  will  communicate  to  its 
members  the  instruction  necessary 
for  promoting  the  happiness  of  the 
great  Brazilian  whole. 

Behold,  inhabitants  of  Brazil ! 
Behold  the  perspective  of  glory 
and  of  greatness  which  presents 
itself :  be  not  terrified  with  the 
defects  of  your  present  situation ; 
the  torrent  of  civilization  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  to  pour  impetuously 
from  the  deserts  of  California  to 
the  straits  of  Magalhaes.  Consti- 
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tution  and  legal  liberty  are  the  in¬ 
exhaustible  sources  of  prodigies, 
and  will  form  the  bridge  over 
which  all  that  is  good  in  old  and 
convulsed  Europe  will  pass  to  our 
continent.  Fear  not  the  foreign 
nations :  Europe,  which  recog¬ 
nized  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and 
which  remained  neutral  in  the 
struggle  of  the  Spanish  colonies, 
cannot  fail  to  recognize  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  Brazil,  which,  with 
so  much  justice,  and  after  such 
expedients  and  resources,  has  also 
succeeded  in  entering  into  the 
great  family  of  nations.  We  shall 
never  involve  ourselves  in  their 
private  affairs  ;  and  they  in  their 
turn  will  never  seek  to  disturb  the 
peace  and  free  trade  which  we 
shall  offer  them,  and  which  will  be 
guaranteed  by  a  representative  go¬ 
vernment,  which  we  are  about  to 
establish. 

Let  no  other  cry  be  heard 
among  you  but  that  of  union. 
From  the  Amazon  to  the  Plata 
let  independence  be  the  only  echo. 
Let  our  provinces  form  the  mys¬ 
terious  faggot  which  no  force  can 
break.  Let  all  old  prejudices  at 
once  disappear,  and  let  the  love  of 
the  general  good  be  substituted  for 
that  of  any  one  province  or  city. 
Disregard,  Brazilians,  the  obscure 
blasphemers  who  utter  against  you, 
against  me,  and  against  our  liberal 
system,  insults,  calumnies,  and 
abuse :  remember  that  when  they 
praised  you,  Brazil  was  lost.  Let 
them  say  that  we  are  rising  against 
Portugal,  against  the  mother- 
country,  against  our  benefactors, 
while  we,  preserving  our  rights, 
punishing  by  our  laws,  and  con¬ 
solidating  our  liberty,  seek  to  save 
Portugal  from  a  new  class  of 
tyrants. 

Let  them  cease  to  call  us  rebels 


to  our  king.  He  knows  that  we 
love  him  as  a  citizen  king;,  and 
that  we  wish  to  rescue  him  from 
the  shameful  state  of  captivity  to 
which  they  have  reduced  him, 
tearing  from  infamous  demagogues 
the  mask  of  hypocrisy,  and  mark¬ 
ing  with  true  liberalism  the  just 
limits  of  political  powers.  Let 
them  cease  to  seek  to  persuade  the 
world  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  break  all  the  ties  of  union  with 
our  European  brethren.  No,  we 
would  establish  that  union  on  solid 
bases,  free  from  the  influence  of  a 
party  which  shamefully  contemns 
our  rights,  and  which  has  in  nu¬ 
merous  instances  openly  shown  its 
tyrannical  and  overbearing  dispo¬ 
sition,  by  acts  tending  to  our  dis¬ 
honour  and  prejudice,  which 
weakens  and  irretrievably  destroys 
that  moral  force  so  necessary  in  a 
congress,  and  which  depends  en¬ 
tirely  for  its  support  on  public  opi¬ 
nion  and  justice. 

Illustrious  Bahians !  Generous 
and  unfortunate  portion  of  Brazil, 
on  whose  soil  have  fastened  those 
hungry  and  pestiferous  harpies, 
how  much  does  your  destiny  grieve 
me  !  How  long  an  interval  will  it 
not  require  to  dry  up  your  tears 
and  soften  vour  indignation  !  Ba- 
hians !  Courage  is  your  device  ! 
Expel  from  your  bosoms  those 
monsters  who  feed  on  your  blood  ! 
F ear  not !  Y our  delay  is  their 
strength.  They  are  no  longer 
Portuguese.  Expel  them,  and 
unite  yourselves  to  us,  who  open 
our  arms  to  receive  you. 

Valiant  Mineirans !  Intrepid 
Pernambucans  !  Defenders  of  Bra¬ 
zilian  liberty,  fly  to  succour  your 
brethren.  It  is  not  the  cause  of 
'one  province,  it  is  the  cause  of  all 
Brazil,  which  is  defended  in  the 
first  discovery  of  Cabral.  Extin¬ 
guish  this  nest  of  wolves  which 
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still  sustain  the  sanguinary  ca¬ 
prices  of  the  factious  party.  Call 
to  your  recollection,  Pernambu- 
cans,  the  burning  piles  of  Bonito 
and  the  scenes  of  the  Recife. 
Spare,  however,  and  love  as  bro¬ 
thers,  all  pacific  Portuguese  who 
respect  our  rights,  and  wish  for 
our  and  their  own  felicity. 

Inhabitants  of  the  Ceara,  of  the 
Maranham,  of  the  rich  Para,  all 
you  of  the  beautiful  and  fertile 
provinces  of  the  north  !  come  and 
subscribe  the  act  of  our  emancipa¬ 
tion,  in  order  that  we  may  imme¬ 
diately  take  our  place  (and  time  it 
is  so  to  do)  in  the  great  political 
association.  Brazilians  in  general ! 
Friends,  let  us  all  unite.  I  am 
your  compatriot,  your  defender. 
Let  us  aim  at  the  glory. and  pros¬ 
perity  of  Brazil,  as  the  only  re¬ 
ward  of  our  labours.  While 
marching  by  this  path,  you  will 
always  find  me  at  your  head,  and 
in  the  place  of  the  greatest  danger. 
Be  assured  that  my  happiness  de¬ 
pends  upon  yours.  It  will  be  my 
glory  to  govern  a  brave  and  free 
people.  Give  me,  then,  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  your  virtue  and  your  union. 
Be  worthy  of  yourselves. 

Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro , 

Aug.  1,  1822. 

Decree. 

Whereas  the  dignity  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  regent  of  this  vast  empire, 
conferred  on  me  by  the  king  my 
father,  has  been  confirmed  to  me 
by  the  unanimous  and  spontaneous 
consent  of  the  people  of  Brazil — a 
dignity,  of  which,  it  is  notorious, 
the  Cortes  of  Lisbon  dared  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  deprive  me  without  hear¬ 
ing  all  the  deputies  from  Brazil. 
And  whereas,  I  have  besides  ac¬ 
cepted  the  title  and  office  of  per¬ 
petual  defender  of  the  kingdom, 


which  the  said  peop  e  have  most 
generously  and  loyally  conferred 
upon  me.  I  thereby  consider  my¬ 
self  bound,  in  discharge  of  my 
most  sacred  duties,  and  in  grati¬ 
tude  for  so  much  love  and  fidelity, 
to  adopt  all  those  means  which  are 
indispensable  for  the  salvation  of 
this  great  part  of  the  Portuguese 
monarchy  which  has  been  intrust¬ 
ed  to  my  care,  and  the  rights  of 
which  I  have  sworn  to  preserve 
uninfringed  :  and  as  the  Cortes  of 
Lisbon  continue  to  pursue  the 
same  erroneous  system,  and  to  en¬ 
tertain  all  the  unjust  views  of  re¬ 
colonizing  Brazil,  even  by  force 
of  arms  —  notwithstanding  that 
Brazil  has  proclaimed  her  political 
independence,  and  that  by  my 
royal  decree  of  the  3d  of  June 
last  passed,  there  stands  legally 
convoked  a  general  constituent  and 
legislative  assembly,  called  at  the 
request  of  the  councils  of  all  the 
different  magistracies,  thus  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  a  formality  which 
was  wanting  in  Portugal,  since 
there  the  convocation  of  the  con¬ 
gress  was  in  its  origin  solely  the 
work  of  secret  and  seditious  clubs: 
and  considering  also  his  majesty 
don  Joao  VI,  our  lord,  whose 
name  and  authority  the  Cortes  for 
their  own  sinister  ends  pretend  to 
employ,  as  a  prisoner  in  the  said 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  deprived  of 
his  own  free  will,  and  without 
that  liberty  of  action  which  belongs 
to  the  executive  power  in  consti¬ 
tutional  monarchies,  I,  after  hav¬ 
ing  heard  my  council  of  state, 
order  to  all  the  provisional  govern¬ 
ing  juntas,  generals  of  armies, 
military  commandants,  and  all 
constituted  authorities,  to  whom 
the  execution  of  this  decree  ap¬ 
pertains,  what  follows : — 

1.  That,  all  troops  which,  with¬ 
out  my  previous  consent,  may  come 
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from  Portugal  or  any  other  quar¬ 
ter,  whatever  be  the  pretext  for 
sending  them,  shall  be  considered 
enemies ;  as  shall  also  all  the  crews 
or  marines  belonging  to  ships  in 
which  the  said  troops  may  be 
transported,  if  they  attempt  to 
land  :  the  commercial  and  friendly 
relations  being,  however,  left  open 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  for  the 
preservation  of  that  political  union 
which  it  is  so  desirable  to  maintain. 

2.  That  if  they  should  arrive 
with  peaceful  intentions,  they  must 
nevertheless  return,  and  besides 
must  remain  on  board  without 
communication,  until  they  receive 
the  supplies  necessary  for  their 
voyage  back. 

3.  That  in  case  the  said  troops 
should  be  unwilling  to  obey  these 
orders,  and  should  attempt  to  land, 
they  are  to  be  repulsed  by  force  of 
arms,  by  all  the  military  corps  of 
the  first  and  second  line,  and  even 
by  the  people  in  mass.  For  this 
purpose  all  practicable  means  are 
to  be  resorted  to.  If  necessary, 
the  vessels  are  to  be  burnt,  and 
the  boats  used  for  disembarkation 
burnt. 

4.  That  if,  notwithstanding  all 
such  efforts,  troops  should  succeed 
in  effecting  a  disembarkation  in 
any  port,  or  on  any  part  of  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  the  inhabitants, 
on  finding  that  they  cannot  pre¬ 
vent  the  landing,  shall  retire  into 
the  heart  of  the  country,  carrying 
to  the  woods  and  mountains  all  the 
cattle  and  provisions,  and  what¬ 
ever  might  be  useful  to  the  in¬ 
vaders  ;  and  the  troops  of  the 


country,  avoiding,  on  all  occasions, 
general  actions,  shall  carry  on 
against  them  a  sharp  war  of  posts 
and  guerillas,  until  they  succeed 
in  freeing  themselves  from  such 
enemies. 

5.  That  all  civil  and  military 
authorities,  to  whom  the  duty  be¬ 
longs,  are  from  this  time  forward 
bound,  on  their  most  rigid  respon¬ 
sibility,  to  fortify  all  the  ports  of 
Brazil  in  which  disembarkations 
may  possibly  be  effected. 

6.  That  if  in  any  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Brazil  there  should  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  a  deficiency  of  the  am¬ 
munition  and  arms  required  for 
the  fortifications,  the  authorities 
above  referred  to  shall  immediately 
make  a  representation  to  this  go¬ 
vernment  of  what  may  be  wanting, 
in  order  that  the  same  shall  be 
supplied ;  or  shall  give  notice  to 
the  adjoining  province,  which  shall 
be  held  bound  to  afford  aid  to¬ 
wards  the  fulfilment  of  such  im¬ 
portant  duties. 

The  civil  and  military  authori¬ 
ties  whose  jurisdictions  extend  to 
the  provisions  of  this  decree,  shall 
execute,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
executed,  with  the  greatest  zeal, 
energy,  and  expedition,  under  the 
responsibility  of  rendering  them¬ 
selves  guilty  of  high  treason  if  they 
neglect  so  to  fulfil  it. 

The  Prince  Regent. 

Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro , 

Aug.  1,  1822. 

(Countersigned)  Luiz  Pereira 
da  Nobrega  de  Souza 
Coutinho. 


Manifesto  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Brazil  to  Friendly  Govern - 

meats  and  Nations. 

I,  and  the  people  who  recog-  wishing  to  preserve  the  political 
nize  me  as  their  prince  regent,  and  commercial  relations  subsist- 
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ing  witli  the  governments  and  na¬ 
tions  in  friendship  with  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  secure  the  continuance 
of  that  approbation  and  esteem 
which  is  due  to  the  Brazilian  cha¬ 
racter.,  it  behoves  me  to  state  suc¬ 
cinctly,  but  truly,  the  series  of 
facts  and  motives  which  have  in¬ 
duced  me  to  accede  to  the  general 
will  of  the  people  of  Brazil,  who 
have  proclaimed  in  the  face  of  the 
universe  their  political  independ¬ 
ence  ;  and  who  desire,  as  forming 
a  sister  kingdom,  and  a  great  and 
powerful  nation,  to  maintain,  un¬ 
impaired  and  in  vigour,  their  im¬ 
prescriptible  rights,  which  Portu¬ 
gal  has  always  sought  to  infringe, 
and  which  she  now  more  than 
ever,  since  the  celebrated  political 
regeneration  of  the  monarchy  by 
the  Cortes  of  Lisbon,  endeavours 
to  assail. 

Soon  after  the  rich  and  vast 
regions  of  Brazil  first  presented 
themselves  by  accident  to  the  eye 
of  the  adventurous  Cabral,  avarice 
and  religious  proselytism,  the  great 
motives  to  modern  discoveries  and 
colonization,  took  possession  of 
them  by  means  of  conquest  •  and 
laws  of  blood,  dictated  by  furious 
passions  and  sordid  interests,  con¬ 
firmed  the  tyranny  of  Portugal. 
The  uncivilized  native  and  the 
European  colonist  were  compelled 
to  drag  out  a  like  existence  of 
misery  and  servitude.  The  moun¬ 
tains  were  excavated  and  gold  ex¬ 
tracted,  but  absurd  laws,  and  the 
Quinto,  impeded  labours  which 
were  but  just  commenced.  While 
the  Portuguese  government,  with 
insatiable  voracity,  devoured  the 
treasures  which  beneficent  nature 
so  liberally  supplied,  it  oppressed 
the  unfortunate  provinces  whence 
the  wealth  was  drawn  by  the  most 
odious  of  all  imposts — the  capita¬ 
tion  tax.  It  was  wished  to  make 


the  Brazilians  pay  for  the  air  they 
breathed,  and  for  liberty  to  tread 
the  soil  of  their  native  land.  If 
the  industry  of  some  active  man 
was  directed  to  the  giving  a  new 
form  to  certain  native  productions, 
in  order  that  Brazil  might  clothe 
the  nakedness  of  her  own  children, 
tyrannical  laws  soon  prohibited 
and  punished  these  praiseworthy 
efforts.  The  object  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  has  constantly  been,  to 
retain  this  fine  country  in  the 
most  rigid  and  abject  dependence 
on  the  mother  country,  because 
they  judged  it  necessary  to  the 
security  of  their  dominion  that  the 
perennial  sources  of  our  riches 
should  be  obstructed  or  impover¬ 
ished.  If  an  enterprising  colonist 
held  out  to  his  fellow-citizens  the 
flattering  prospect  of  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  some  new  branch  of  rural 
economy  by  the  introduction  of 
useful  and  valuable  exotics,  bur- 
thensome  imposts  soon  put  an  end 
to  commencements  made  under  the 
most  favourable  auspices.  If  men 
boldly  attempted  to  turn  the  course 
of  rivers,  in  order  to  rescue  from 
the  waters  the  diamonds  deposited 
in  their  beds,  they  were  quickly 
stopped  by  the  agents  of  monopoly 
and  punished  by  inexorable  laws. 
If  the  superfluity  of  her  produc¬ 
tions  invited  and  demanded  their 
barter  for  other  foreign  produc¬ 
tions,  Brazil  was  shut  out  from 
the  general  market  of  nations,  and 
consequently  from  all  commercial 
competition  ;  thus  no  other  course 
was  left  than  to  confine  her  trade 
to  the  ports  of  the  mother-country, 
and  thereby  to  stimulate  more  pow¬ 
erfully  the  cupidity,  and  add  to  the 
undue  preponderance  of  her  ty¬ 
rants.  Finally,  when  the  Brazil¬ 
ian  on  whom  bountiful  nature 
had  bestowed  talents,  wished,  for 
the  better  knowledge  of  bis  rights 
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and  duties,  to  obtain  instruction  in 
science  or  in  arts,  or  to  improve 
the  excellent  qualities  with  which 
Providence  has  endowed  his  native 
land,  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Por¬ 
tugal  to  beg  what  little  scraps  of 
information  were  to  be  found  there, 
and  from  that  country  he  was 
often  not  permitted  to  return. 

Such  has  been  the  fate  of  Brazil 
for  about  three  centuries — such 
the  wretched  policy  by  which  Por¬ 
tugal,  always  unjust  in  her  views, 
always  greedy  and  tyrannical,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  confirm  her  domi¬ 
nion  and  her  factitious  splendour. 
The  colonists  and  the  Indians,  the 
conquerors  and  the  conquered, 
their  children  and  their  children’s 
children,  have  all,  without  dis¬ 
tinction,  been  made  subject  to  one 
general  anathema.  And,  foras¬ 
much  as  the  ambition  of  power 
and  the  thirst  of  gold  are  always 
insatiable  and  unbridled,  Portugal 
never  ceased  to  send  hither  merci¬ 
less  bashaws,  corrupt  magistrates, 
and  swarms  of  fiscal  agents  of 
every  description,  who,  in  the  deli¬ 
rium  of  their  passion  and  avarice, 
tore  asunder  all  moral  ties,  both 
public  and  private ;  thus  did  they 
lacerate  the  bowels  of  Brazil, 
which  supported  and  enriched 
them,  in  order  that  its  people,  re¬ 
duced  to  the  last  state  of  despera¬ 
tion,  might,  like  submissive  Mus¬ 
sulmans,  make  pilgrimage  to  the 
new  Mecca,  to  purchase,  with  rich 
gifts  and  offerings,  an  existence 
which  was  only  supportable  in 
proportion  as  it  was  obscure  and 
languid.  If  Brazil  resisted  this 
torrent  of  evils — if  she  improved 
under  such  shameful  oppression, 
she  was  indebted  for  her  success  to 
her  animated  and  vigorous  sons, 
whom  nature  has  formed  gigantic. 
She  owes  it  to  that  kind  mother 
who  has  alwavs  given  them  reno- 
Vol.  LXIV. 


vating  strength  to  overcome  the 
physical  and  moral  obstacles  which 
her  ungrateful  parents  and  bro¬ 
thers  have  spitefully  opposed  to 
her  growth  and  prosperity. 

Brazil  being  naturally  good  and 
generous,  though  still  filled  with 
anguish  at  the  recollection  of  her 
past  misfortunes,  did  not  fail  to 
receive  the  august  person  of  Don 
Joam  VI,  and  all  the  royal  family, 
with  the  greatest  joy.  She  did 
more — she  opened  her  hospitable 
arms  to  the  nobles  and  people  who 
emigrated  in  consequence  of  the 
invasion  of  Portugal  by  the  despot 
of  Europe,  She  contentedly  took 
on  her  shoulders  all  the  weight  of 
the  throne  of  my  august  father — 
she  preserved  in  splendour  the 
diadem  which  encircled  his  fore¬ 
head — she  generously  and  pro¬ 
fusely  supplied  the  expenses  of  a 
prodigal  court ;  and  what  is  still 
more,  without  any  particular  in¬ 
terest,  but  merely  on  account  of 
the  simple  ties  of  fraternity.  She 
also  contributed  to  the  expenses  of 
the  war  which  Portugal  so  glo¬ 
riously  maintained  against  her  in¬ 
vaders.  What  has  Brazil  gained 
for  all  those  sacrifices  ?  The  conti¬ 
nuation  of  old  abuses  and  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  new  ones,  introduced  partly 
by  weakness,  partly  by  immorality 
and  crimes.  Such  a  state  of  things 
loudly  called  for  a  prompt  reform 
of  the  government — a  reform  fully 
authorized  by  the  increase  of 
knowledge,  the  violated  rights  of 
a  country  which  forms  the  greater 
and  the  richer  portion  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  nation  ;  which  nature  has 
peculiarly  favoured  by  its  geogra¬ 
phical  and  centrical  position  in  the 
midst  of  the  globe,  by  its  vast  ports 
and  maritime  stations,  and  by  the. 
natural  riches  of  its  soil.  But  sen¬ 
timents  of  excessive  loyalty,  and 
an  extreme  love  for  Portugal  stifled 
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the  complaints  of  Brazil,  made  her 
suppress  her  anxious  wish,  and 
yield  the  glorious  palm  to  her  bre¬ 
thren  of  Europe. 

When  the  cry  of  the  political 
regeneration  arose  in  Portugal,  the 
people  of  Brazil,  confident  in  the 
inviolability  of  their  rights,  and 
incapable  of  suspecting  different 
sentiments  and  less  generosity  in 
their  brethren,  they  abandoned  to 
those  ungrateful  brethren  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  most  sacred  interests, 
and  the  care  of  their  complete  re¬ 
constitution.  In  the  most  perfect 
good  faith,  they  slumbered  tran¬ 
quilly  on  the  brink  of  a  dreadful 
precipice.  Trusting  entirely  to 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
Lisbon  congress,  Brazil  expected 
to  receive  from  it  all  that  was  by 
right  her  due.  How  far  was  she 
then  from  presuming  that  that 
very  congress  would  be  capable  of 
basely  betraying  her  hopes  and 
her  interests — interests  closely  en¬ 
twined  with  the  general  interest 
of  the  nation ! 

Brazil  now  knows  the  error  into 
which  she  had  fallen  ;  and  had  not 
the  Brazilians  partaken  of  that 
generous  enthusiasm  which  often 
confounds  transient  phosphorous 
sparks  with  the  true  lights  of 
reason,  they  would  have  seen,  in 
the  first  manifesto  which  Portugal 
addressed  to  the  powers  of  Europe, 
that  one  of  the  concealed  objects 
of  the  proclaimed  regeneration 
consisted  in  artfully  re-establish¬ 
ing  the  old  colonial  system,  with¬ 
out  which  Portugal  always  be¬ 
lieved,  and  still  believes,  that  she 
cannot  be  rich  and  powerful. 
Brazil  did  not  perceive  that  her 
deputies,  in  passing  to  a  foreign 
and  remote  country,  would  have 
to  struggle  against  inveterate  pre¬ 
judices  and  caprices,  and,  destitute 
of  the  support  of  friends  and  re¬ 


latives,  would  inevitably  sink  into 
the  state  of  nullity  in  which  we 
have  seen  them.  But  these  severe 
lessons  of  experience  were  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  Brazil  recognize  the 
delusive  nature  of  her  ill-founded 
hopes. 

But  the  Brazilians  deserve  to  be 
excused :  for  it  would  have  been 
extremely  difficult  for  candid  and 
generous  minds  to  conceive  that 
the  boasted  regeneration  of  the 
monarchy  was  to  commence  by  the 
re-establishment  of  the  odious  colo¬ 
nial  system.  No  less  difficult,  and 
indeed  almost  impossible,  was  it, 
to  reconcile  this  absurd  and  tyran¬ 
nical  plan,  with  the  philosophy 
and  liberalism  so  loudly  proclaimed 
by  the  Portuguese  Cortes !  And 
still  more  incredible  was  it  that 
there  should  be  men  sufficiently  in¬ 
solent  and  insane  to  dare  to  attri¬ 
bute  to  the  wish  and  orders  of  my 
august  father,  Don  Joam  VI.,  to 
whom  Brazil  owes  her  rank  of 
kingdom,  the  wish  to  demolish  at 
one  blow  the  finest  monument 
which  the  history  of  the  universe 
has  to  record.  It  is,  doubtless, 
incredible  that  so  great  a  delusion 
should  have  been  attempted:  but 
facts  speak  for  themselves ;  and 
sophisms  cannot  prevail  against 
obvious  truth. 

While  my  august  father  still 
remained  on  the  plains  of  the  river 
Janeiro,  from  which  he  has  been 
unfortunately  drawn  by  secret  and 
perfidious  manoeuvres,  to  inhabit 
again  the  banks  of  the  Old  Tagus, 
the  congress  of  Lisbon  affected  to 
entertain  sentiments  of  fraternal 
equality  and  enlightened  princi¬ 
ples  of  reciprocal  justice  towards 
Brazil ;  declaring  formerly,  by  ar¬ 
ticle  21  of  the  basis  of  the  consti¬ 
tution,  that  the  fundamental  law 
which  was  about  to  be  made  and 
promulgated,  should  only  have  ap- 
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plication  in  this  kingdom  in  the 
case  of  its  assembled  deputies  de¬ 
claring  such  to  be  the  will  of  the 
people  whom  they  represented. 
But  how  shocked  were  those  peo¬ 
ple  when  they  found,  in  contra¬ 
diction  of  this  article,  and  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  their  inalienable  rights, 
a  fractional  portion  of  the  general 
congress  deciding  on  their  dearest 
interests !  When  they  saw  the 
dominant  party  in  that  incomplete 
and  imperfect  congress  legislating 
on  subjects  which  were  of  trans- 
cendant  importance,  and  peculiarly 
referable  to  Brazil,  in  the  absence 
of  about  two-thirds  of  her  repre¬ 
sentatives. 

That  dominant  party,  which  still 
shamelessly  insults  the  knowledge 
and  probity  of  the  worthy  and  ju¬ 
dicious  men  who  have  seats  in  the 
Cortes,  has  tried  all  the  means  of 
a  dark  and  infernal  policy  to  de¬ 
ceive  Brazil  by  an  apparent  fra¬ 
ternity  which  never  resided  in 
their  hearts;  and  secretly  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  errors  of  the  go¬ 
verning  junta  of  Bahia  (which 
they  secretly  promoted)  to  break 
the  sacred  bonds  which  unite  all 
the  provinces  of  Brazil  under  my 
legitimate  and  paternal  regency. 
How  could  the  congress  recognize 
in  that  factious  junta  a  legitimate 
authority  capable  of  undoing  the 
political  ties  of  the  province,  and 
separating  it  from  the  centre  of 
the  system  to  which  it  was  bound? 
and  this,  too,  after  the  oath  of  my 
august  father  to  the  constitution 
promised  to  the  whole  monarchy  ! 
What  right  had  that  congress, 
whose  national  representation  was 
then  solely  limited  to  Portugal, 
to  sanction  acts  so  illegal,  criminal, 
and  fatal  in  their  consequences  to 
the  whole  united  kingdom?  What 
were  the  advantages  which  Bahia 


was  to  obtain  ?  The  vain  and  ridi¬ 
culous  name  of  a  province  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and,  what  is  worse,  the 
evils  of  civil  war  and  anarchy  in 
which  that  province  is  now  plunged 
in  consequence  of  the  guilt  of  its 
former  government,  sold  as  it  was 
to  the  demagogues  of  Lisbon,  and 
of  some  other  men,  misled  by  anar¬ 
chical  and  republican  ideas.  Were 
it  possible  for  Bahia  to  be  preserved 
as  a  province  of  the  poor  and 
broken-down  kingdom  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  would  it  be  better  so  than 
by  being  one  of  the  first  provinces 
of  the  vast  rand  powerful  empire 
of  Brazil?  But  the  congress  had 
little  other  views — Brazil  was  to 
be  no  longer  a  kingdom  ;  it  was  to 
be  deprived  of  its  throne,  to  be 
stripped  of  the  royal  mantle  of  its 
majesty,  to  be  compelled  to  lay 
down  its  crown  and  sceptre,  and 
retrograde  in  the  political  order  of 
the  universe — to  receive  new  fet¬ 
ters,  and  humble  itself  like  a  slave 
at  the  feet  of  Portugal. 

But  we  must  not  stop  here. 
Let  us  examine  the  progressive 
march  of  the  Cortes.  They  au¬ 
thorised  and  established  anarchical 
provincial  governments,  independ¬ 
ent  of  each  other,  but  subject  to 
Portugal.  They  destroyed  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  the  mutual  har¬ 
mony  of  the  civil,  military,  and 
financial  powers,  leaving  to  the 
people  no  resource  for  their  ine¬ 
vitable  evils,  unless  they  sought  it 
across  the  vast  ocean — a  vain  and 
delusive  resource.  A  happy  idea, 
indeed,  it  was  of  the  congress  to 
break  to  pieces  the  majestic  archi¬ 
tecture,  to  separate  its  parts  and 
place  them  in  a  state  of  continual 
contest,  to  annihilate  the  strength 
of  the  provinces,  and  to  convert 
them  into  so  many  hostile  repub¬ 
lics.  But  little  do  the  Cortes 
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regard  tlie  misfortunes  of  Brazil. 
It  is  sufficient  for  them  that  op¬ 
portunities  may  arise  for  taking 
advantage  of  the  disasters  they 
create.  Like  the  savages  of  Louis¬ 
iana,,  they  would  cut  down  the 
tree  to  get  at  once  at  the  fruit, 
rather  than  gather  it  regularly 
from  the  branches. 

The  representations  and  efforts 
of  the  governing  junta,  and  the 
deputies  of  Pernambuco,  to  rid 
themselves  of  the  European  bayo¬ 
nets,  to  which  that  province  was 
indebted  for  its  melancholy  intes¬ 
tine  dissensions,  were  unavailing. 
Meanwhile  Brazil  began  to  tear 
aside  the  thick  veil  which  covered 
her  eyes;  she  perceived  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  these  troops  were 
destined ;  she  inquired  into  the 
causes  of  the  reception  that  had 
been  given  to  the  proposals  of  the 
few  deputies  she  had  in  Portugal, 
and  was  gradually  losing  all  hope 
of  improvement  and  reform  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  congress,  and 
she  at  length  found  that  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  her  claims,  and  the  patriotic 
voices  of  her  deputies,  were  dis¬ 
regarded. 

But  this  was  not  all.  The 
Cortes  of  Portugal  well  know  that 
Brazil  was  oppressed  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  debt  of  the  treasury  to  her 
national  bank ;  and  that  if  the 
latter  should  fail,  numberless  fa¬ 
milies  would  be  reduced  to  ruin 
and  total  indigence.  This  was  a 
subject  of  the  utmost  importance, 
yet  not  the  least  attention  was  be¬ 
stowed  on  the  credit  of  that  bank  : 
it  rather  appeared  that  they  were 
carefully  labouring  to  give  it  a 
final  blow,  taking  from  Brazil  the 
surplus  of  the  provincial  revenues, 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid 
into  her  public  and  central  trea¬ 
sury:  and  they  even  deprived  the 


bank  of  the  management  of  the 
contracts  which  the  king  my  au¬ 
gust  father  had  conceded  to  it  for 
mortgaging  that  debt. 

Finally,  there  arrived  at  Brazil 
the  fatal  decree  of  my  recal  to 
Portugal,  and  the  total  exclusion  of 
the  tribunals  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
while  at  the  same  time  those  of 
Portugal  continued  in  existence. 
Every  hope  instantly  vanished, 
even  of  preserving  a  delegation  of 
the  executive  power  which  forms 
the  common  centre  of  union  and 
strength  of  all  the  provinces  of 
this  vast  nation :  for  without  this 
common  centre,  which  gives  regu¬ 
larity  and  impulse  to  all  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  social  machine,  in 
vain  would  nature  have  bestowed 
all  that  she  has  profusely  expended 
for  the  rapid  developement  of  the 
power  and  future  prosperity  of 
Brazil.  A  vigorous  and  constitu¬ 
tional  government  can  alone  smooth 
the  way  for  augmenting  the  civi¬ 
lization  and  progressive  riches  of 
Brazil,  defend  her  against  her 
external  enemies,  and  repress  the 
plots  of  ambitious  and  evil-disposed 
men,  who  presume  to  make  at¬ 
tempts  on  individual  liberty  and 
prosperity,  and  on  the  peace  and 
public  security  of  the  state  in 
general,  and  of  each  of  her  pro¬ 
vinces  in  particular.  Without  this 
common  centre,  I  once  more  re¬ 
peat,  all  the  relations  of  mutual 
amity  and  commerce  between  this 
kingdom  and  Portugal,  and  foreign 
countries  will  encounter  a  thou¬ 
sand  collisions  and  obstacles  ;  and, 
instead  of  augmenting  our  wealth, 
under  a  solid  and  adequate  system 
of  public  economy,  we  shall  see 
it  stagnate,  decline,  and  perhaps 
totally  vanish.  Finally,  without 
this  centre  of  power  and  union, 
the  Brazilians  cannot  preserve  their 
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natural  limits  and  frontiers,  and 
will  lose  by  the  present  machina¬ 
tions  of  the  congress  all  that  they 
have  gained  at  the  expense  of  so 
much  blood  and  treasure ;  and 
what  is  worse,  with  the  loss  of 
their  national  honour  and  glory, 
and  their  great  and  legitimate  po¬ 
litical  and  commercial  interests. 
But,  happily  for  us,  outraged  jus¬ 
tice  and  policy  will  raise  a  uni¬ 
versal  cry,  and  suspend  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  these  mischievous  decrees. 

The  indignation  of  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  was  again  roused  by 
the  contemptuous  treatment  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  worthy  citizens  of 
Brazil;  for  in  the  numerous  list 
of  diplomatists,  ministers  of  state, 
councillors,  and  military  governors, 
there  appeared  not  a  single  Bra¬ 
zilian  name.  The  sinister  pur¬ 
poses  for  which  these  new  bashaws 
were  appointed  under  the  title  of 
governors-general  is  now  apparent. 
It  is  sufficient  to  observe  the  uni¬ 
form  conduct  which  they  held  in 
our  provinces,  in  opposition  to  the 
dignity  and  liberty  of  Brazil — it  is 
sufficient  to  remark  the  considera¬ 
tion  with  which  the  Cortes  at¬ 
tended  to  their  despatches,  and  the 
influence  which  they  exercised  in 
civil  and  political  affairs,  totally 
unconnected  with  military  employ¬ 
ments.  The  condescension  with 
which  the  Cortes  received  the  con¬ 
gratulations  of  the  fratricide  troops 
expelled  from  Pernambuca — the 
late  approbation  bestowed  by  the 
congress  on  the  proceedings  of  ge¬ 
neral  Avilez,  who  occasioned  the 
premature  death  of  my  lamented 
son,  the  prince  Don  Joam — the 
disregard  paid  to  the  sanguinary 
scenes  of  Bahia,  perpetrated  by 
■  the  infamous  Madeira,  who  was 
supplied  with  fresh  troops  in  spite 
of  the  protests  of  the  deputies  of 
Brazil  :  all  this  proves,  that  after 


overthrowing  the  liberty  of  the 
provinces,  stifling  the  cries  of  their 
just  demands,  denouncing  as  anti- 
constitutional  the  patriotism  and 
honour  of  the  citizens,  these  dis- 
organizers  seek  only  to  establish, 
under  the  deceitful  titles  of  union 
and  fraternity,  a  complete  military 
despotism,  by  which  they  hope  to 
crush  us. 

No  just  government,  no  civi¬ 
lized  nation  can  fail  to  compre¬ 
hend  that  Brazil,  deprived  of  an 
executive  power,  bereft  of  the  ne¬ 
cessary  tribunals,  and  obliged  to 
go  through  distance  and  dangers 
to  seek  favour  and  justice  from 
Portugal — her  provinces  drained 
of  their  revenues  by  Lisbon — her 
rank  as  a  kingdom  annihilated — 
and  herself  subjected  to  the  bayo¬ 
nets  sent  by  Portugal — it  would 
only  remain  for  her  to  be  erased 
for  ever  from  the  list  of  nations 
and  free  states,  and  to  be  once 
more  reduced  to  her  old  state  of  a 
colony  and  exclusive  commerce. 
But  it  does  not  suit  the  congress 
to  publish  in  the  face  of  the  civil¬ 
ized  world  their  occult  and  abomi¬ 
nable  projects,  and  they  endeavour 
to  disguise  them  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  commissioners  charged  to 
treat  of  the  political  and  mercantile 
affairs  of  this  kingdom.  The  opi¬ 
nions  of  these  commissioners  are 
spread  over  the  world,  and  evince 
all  the  Machiavelism  and  hypocrisy 
of  the  Cortes  of  Lisbon,  which  can 
impose  only  on  the  ignorant,  and 
aive  new  arms  to  the  secret  ene- 

u 

mies  who  exist  among  us. 

These  false  and  wicked  politi¬ 
cians  now  tell  us  that  the  congress 
desires  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  wishes  of  Brazil,  and  that  it 
always  endeavours  to  be  just  in  its 
deliberations;  if  this  be  true,  why 
have  the  Cortes  of  Lisbon  hitherto 
rejected  every  thing  that  has  bevw. 
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proposed  by  the  few  deputies  whom 
we  have  sent  them  ? 

The  special  commission  charged 
with  the  political  affairs  of  this 
kingdom  has  already  before  it  the 
representations  of  many  of  our 
provinces  and  magisterial  councils, 
in  which  the  abrogation  of  the  de¬ 
cree  for  the  organization  of  pro¬ 
vincial  governments,  and  my  con¬ 
tinuance  in  this  kingdom  as  prince 
regent,  are  sought.  But  what  did 
the  commission  do  ?  Nothing  was 
to  be  expected  from  it,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  it  proposed 
that  I  should  remain  temporarily 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  without  entering 
into  the  attributes  which  should 
belong  to  me  as  delegate  of  the 
executive  power.  The  people  call 
for  a  single  centre  of  that  power, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  dismember¬ 
ment  of  Brazil  into  isolated  and 
rival  parts.  What  did  the  com¬ 
mission  do  ?  It  was  Machiavelian 
enough  to  propose  that  two  or 
more  centres  should  be  granted  to 
Brazil,  and  that  only  till  such  time 
as  those  provinces  which  desired 
it  should  correspond  directly  with 
Portugal. 

Repeatedly  did  our  deputies 
raise  their  voices  in  favour  of 
Brazil;  but  they  were  drowned 
in  the  clamours  of  the  hired  rabble 
in  the  galleries  of  the  Cortes.  To 
all  their  outcries,  it  was  always 
answered  either  that  they  were 
contrary  to  the  articles  already  de¬ 
creed  by  the  constitution,  or  con¬ 
trary  to  the  internal  regulations  of 
the  Cortes,  or  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  repeal  what  was  already 
decided;  or,  finally,  it  was  con¬ 
temptuously  urged  that  no  provin¬ 
cial  deputies  could  there  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  they  were  all 
the  deputies  of  the  nation,  and 
that  the  majority  could  alone 
avail — a  false  and  unheard-of  prin¬ 


ciple  of  public  right,  though  ex¬ 
tremely  useful  to  the  usurpers  of 
it,  in  as  far  as  they  could  make  it 
a  pretext,  under  cover  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  their  European  votes,  for 
enslaving  Brazil  at  their  pleasure. 
The  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the 
government  of  S.  Paulo  was  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  congress,  and  conse¬ 
quently  they  were  acquainted  with 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  depu¬ 
tation  which  was  sent  to  me  by 
the  government,  the  magistracy, 
and  the  clergy  of  its  capital.  It 
was  all  without  effect.  The  junta 
of  that  government  was  insulted, 
taxed  with  rebellion,  and  threat¬ 
ened  with  a  criminal  process.  Fi¬ 
nally,  through  the  organ  of  a  free 
press,  the  Brazilian  writers  made 
known  to  the  world  the  injustice 
and  errors  of  the  congress ;  and  as 
a  reward  for  their  loyalty  and  pa¬ 
triotism,  they  were  upbraided  with 
venality,  and  considered  to  be  in¬ 
spired  only  by  the  genius  of  evil, 
in  the  Machiavelian  opinion  of  the 
commission. 

It  is  impossible  that  Brazil  can 
throw  a  veil  of  eternal  oblivion 
over  such  insults  and  atrocities; 
and  it  is  equally  impossible  that 
she  can  ever  again  place  confidence 
in  the  Cortes  of  Lisbon,  trifled 
with  as  she  is  by  them  on  every 
occasion,  lacerated  by  a  civil  war 
commenced  by  that  iniquitous  peo¬ 
ple,  and  still  menaced  with  the 
horrible  scenes  of  Hayti  which  our 
furious  enemies  long  to  see  revived. 

Is  not  the  act  of  that  govern¬ 
ment,  too,  in  prohibiting  foreign 
nations,  with  whom  we  trade 
freely,  from  supplying  us  with 
military  and  naval  ammunition,  a 
real  commencement  of  hostilities  ? 
Should  we  suffer  Portugal  to  offer 
to  yield  to  France  a  part  of  the 
province  of  Para  on  condition  that 
that  power  would  furnish  her  with 
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troops  and  vessels  sufficient  to 
enable  her  more  effectually  to  tie 
up  our  bands  and  shut  us  out  from 
our  just  rights?  Can  the  brave 
Brazilians  forget  that  similar  pro¬ 
posals^  and  for  the  same  purpose, 
were  made  to  England,  accom¬ 
panied  by  an  offer  to  perpetuate 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  1810, 
and  even  with  greater  advantages? 
To  such  an  extent  has  the  malice 
and  bad  policy  of  the  Cortes  pro¬ 
ceeded  ! 

Moreover,  the  congress  of  Lisbon, 
sparing  no  endeavour  to  oppress 
and  enslave  us,  have  scattered 
abroad  a  cohort  of  secret  emissa¬ 
ries,  who  employ  all  the  resources 
of  cunning  and  perfidy  to  mislead 
the  public  spirit,  to  disturb  good 
order,  and  to  foment  disunion  and 
anarchy  in  Brazil.  Assured  of  the 
just  hatred  which  the  people  en¬ 
tertain  towards  despotism,  these 
perfidious  emissaries  do  not  cease 
to  pervert  the  public  opinion,  to 
asperse  the  most  pure  and  just 
actions  of  my  government,  and 
even  to  dare  to  impute  to  me  the 
desire  of  completely  separating 
Brazil  from  Portugal,  and  of  re¬ 
viving  the  old  system  of  arbitrary 
power.  In  vain  they  endeavour 
to  disunite  the  inhabitants  of  this 
kingdom ;  our  honoured  European 
fellow  countrymen  will  never 
prove  ungrateful  to  the  country 
which  has  adopted  them  for  sons, 
and  from  which  they  have  derived 
honour  and  riches. 

Not  content  with  this  series  of 
perfidies  and  atrocities,  the  factious 
emissaries  of  the  Cortes  have  dared 
to  insinuate  that  a  great  part  of 
these  disastrous  measures  has  ema¬ 
nated  from  the  executive  power. 
As  if  the  character  of  the  king,  of 
the  benefactor  of  Brazil,  were 
capable  of  such  Machiavelian  per¬ 
fidy  ;  as  if  it  were  not  known  to 


Brazil,  to  the  whole  world,  that 
the  Senhor  Don  Joam  VI.,  my 
august  father,  is  actually  a  state 
prisoner,  completely  incapable  of 
action,  and  deprived  of  that  free 
will  which  should  be  possessed  by 
a  true  monarch,  enjoying  those 
attributes  which  any  legitimate 
constitution,  however  careful  and 
suspicious  it  might  be,  would  never 
deny  him.  It  is  known  to  all 
Europe  and  to  the  whole  world, 
that  of  his  ministers  some  are  in 
the  same  circumstances  with  him¬ 
self,  and  others  are  the  creatures 
and  partisans  of  the  predominant 
faction. 

Doubtless  the  provocations  and 
injustices  of  the  congress  with 
regard  to  Brazil  are  the  offspring 
of  parties  divided  among  them¬ 
selves,  but  united  against  us.  Some 
seek  to  force  Brazil  to  separate 
herself  from  Portugal,  in  order 
that  the  constitutional  system  may 
be  then  more  effectually  stifled. 
Others  desire  it,  too,  because  they 
wish  to  unite  themselves  to  Spain. 
Thus  every  thing  in  Portugal  is 
turned  to  the  prejudice  of  Brazil. 

Blinded  with  pride,  or  impelled 
by  revenge  and  conceit,  the  Cortes 
would  decide,  with  two  strokes  of 
the  pen,  a  question  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  great  Portuguese 
family,  establishing,  without  con¬ 
sulting  the  general  wish  of  the 
Portuguese  of  both  hemispheres, 
the  seat  of  the  monarchy  in  Por¬ 
tugal  ;  as  if  this  smallest  part  of 
the  Portuguese  territory,  and  its 
stationary  and  timorous  population, 
should  be  the  political  and  com¬ 
mercial  centre  of  the  whole  nation. 
In  effect,  if  it  is  requisite  for 
states  naturally  divided,  but  united 
under  one  sole  chief,  that  the  vital 
principle  of  their  movements  and 
energy  should  exist  in  the  most 
central  and  powerful  part  of  the 
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great  social  machine,  in  order  that 
the  impulse  may  communicate 
itself  to  the  whole  periphery  with 
the  greater  readiness  and  vigour, 
Brazil  certainly  possesses  the  in¬ 
contestable  right  of  holding  within 
herself  the  seat  of  executive  power. 
This  vast  and  rich  country,  whose 
lengthened  coasts  stretch  from  two 
degrees  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Equator  down  to  the  river  Plata, 
and  are  bathed  by  the  Atlantic, 
stands  as  it  were  in  the  centre  of 
the  globe,  on  the  borders  of  the 
great  canal  over  which  the  trade 
of  nations  is  conveyed,  and  which 
forms  the  link  which  connects  the 
four  quarters  of  the  globe.  Brazil 
has  Europe  and  the  most  consider¬ 
able  part  of  America  on  her  left, 
Africa  in  front,  on  her  right  the 
remainder  of  America  and  Asia, 
with  the  immense  archipelago  of 
Australia,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean 
washing  her  sides,  while  the 
straits  of  Magellan  and  Cape  Horn 
lie  within  reach. 

Who  does  not  know  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  impart  mew 
strength  and  vigour  to  people  en¬ 
feebled  and  exhausted  ?  Who  does 
not  know  that  the  good  days  of 
Portugal  are  passed,  and  that  it  is 
only  from  Brazil  that  that  little 
portion  of  the  monarchy  can  hope 
for  certain  support,  and  the  power 
of  recovering  her  former  energy  ? 
But  Brazil  will  certainly  be  unable 
to  afford  that  support,  should  the 
Portuguese  government  succeed  in 
the  mad  project  of  enfeebling,  dis¬ 
uniting,  and  destroying  her. 

In  so  long  and  systematic  a 
series  of  folly  and  atrocity,  what 
should  be  the  conduct  of  Brazil  ? 
Must  she  suppose  the  Cortes  of 
Lisbon  to  be  ignorant  of  her  rights 
and  necessities  ?  Certainly  not  ; 
for  in  that  Cortes  there  are,  even 
among  the  factious  party,  men 


who,  though  wicked,  are  not  igiuv 
rant.  Ought  Brazil  to  suffer,  and 
merely  content  herself  with  humbly 
soliciting  the  remedy  of  her  mis¬ 
fortunes  from  merciless  and  egotis¬ 
tical  men  ?  Does  she  not  see, 
that  though  the  despots  might  be 
changed,  the  despotism  would 
continue?  Such  conduct,  besides 
being  unwise  and  dishonourable, 
would  plunge  Brazil  into  an  un¬ 
fathomable  gulf  of  misery ;  and 
Brazil  being  lost,  the  perdition  of 
the  monarchy  is  certain. 

Placed  by  Providence  in  the 
midst  of  this  vast  and  blessed 
country,  as  the  heir  and  lawful 
delegate  of  the  king,  my  august 
father,  my  first  duties  are  not  only 
to  labour  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Brazilian  people,  but  also  of  those 
of  the  whole  nation  which  I  shall 
one  day  be  called  to  govern.  In 
order  to  fulfil  these  sacred  duties, 
I  assented  to  the  wishes  of  the 
provinces  which  entreated  me  not 
to  abandon  them ;  and  wishing  to 
execute  my  resolutions  to  the  ut¬ 
most  point,  I  consulted  the  public 
opinion  of  my  subjects,  and  nomi¬ 
nated  and  convoked  procurors- 
general  of  all  the  provinces,  to  ad¬ 
vise  me  how  to  act  for  the  common 
welfare  of  the  state.  Next,  to 
afford  a  new  proof  of  my  sincerity 
and  love,  I  accepted  the  title  and 
duties  of  perpetual  defender  of  this 
kingdom,  confided  to  me  by  the 
people ;  and  finally,  seeing  the 
urgency  of  affairs,  and  hearing  the 
universal  voice  of  the  people  who 
wished  to  be  secure,  I  convoked  a 
constituent  and  legislative  assem¬ 
bly,  to  labour  for  the  permanent 
happiness  of  the  country.  Thus 
I  conformed  with  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  who  consider  my  august 
father  and  king  as  deprived  of  his 
liberty  and  subject  to  the  caprice 
of  that  hand  of  factious  who  rule 
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the  Cortes  of  Lisbon,  from  whom 
it  would  he  absurd  to  expect  just 
measures  suited  to  the  situation  of 
Brazil,  or  tending  to  the  real  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  whole  Portuguese  na¬ 
tion. 

I  should  be  ungrateful  to  the 
Brazilians — I  should  be  false  to 
mv  promises,  and  unworthy  the 
name  of  Prince  Royal  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
Brazil,  and  Algarves,  if  I  had  acted 
otherwise.  But  I  protest  before 
God,  and  in  the  face  of  all  friendly 
and  allied  nations,  that  I  by  no 
means  wish  to  separate  the  bonds 
of  unity  and  fraternity,  which  are 
calculated  to  render  the  Portu¬ 
guese  nation  one  single  political 
and  well-organized  whole.  I  also 
protest,  that,  saving  the  due  and 
just  union  of  all  the  parts  of  the 
monarchy  under  one  single  sove¬ 
reign,  as  supreme  chief  of  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power  of  the  whole  nation, 
I  will  defend  the  lawful  rights 
and  future  constitution  of  Brazil 
(which  I  hope  will  be  good  and 
prudent)  with  all  my  power,  and 
even  at  the  expense  of  my  blood, 
if  such  should  be  necessary. 

I  have  explained  with  sincerity 
and  conciseness  to  the  governments 
and  nations  to  whom  I  have  ad¬ 
dressed  this  manifesto,  the  causes 
of  the  final  resolution  of  the  people 
of  this  kingdom.  If  king  Don 
Joam  VI.,  my  august  father,  were 
now  in  Brazil  enjoying  his  liberty 
and  lawful  authority,  lie  would 
doubtless  concur  in  the  wishes  of 
this  loyal  and  generous  people ; 
and  the  immortal  founder  of  this 
kingdom,  who,  in  February,  1821, 
convoked  Brazilian  Cortes  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  would  not  fail  to  con¬ 


voke  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
I  now  do.  But  our  king  being  a 
prisoner  and  a  captive,  it  behoves 
me  to  rescue  him  from  the  degrad¬ 
ed  situation  to  which  he  is  reduced 
by  the  factious  of  Lisbon — it  is 
my  duty,  as  his  delegate  and  heir, 
to  save  not  only  Brazil,  but  the 
whole  Portuguese  nation. 

My  firm  resolution,  and  that  of 
the  two  nations  which  I  govern, 
being  lawfully  promulgated,  I 
hope  that  sensible  and  impartial 
men,  all  over  the  world,  and  that 
the  governments  and  nations 
friendly  to  Brazil,  will  render  jus¬ 
tice  to  such  honest  and  noble  sen¬ 
timents.  I  invite  them  to  conti¬ 
nue  to  maintain  relations  of  mutual 
interest  and  amity.  I  shall  be 
ready  to  receive  their  ministers 
and  diplomatic  agents,  and  to  send 
them  mine,  so  long  as  the  king, 
my  august  father,  shall  remain  in 
captivity.  The  ports  of  Brazil 
shall  continue  open  to  all  pacific 
and  friendly  nations,  for  lawful 
trade  not  prohibited  by  the  laws. 
European  colonists  who  emigrate 
hither,  may  rely  on  being  protected 
in  this  rich  and  hospitable  country. 
Philosophers,  artists,  capitalists, 
and  speculators,  will  also  experi¬ 
ence  a  friendly  reception.  And  as 
Brazil  will  respect  the  rights  of 
other  legitimate  governments,  she 
hopes,  as  a  just  return,  that  her 
unalienable  rights  will  be  by  them 
respected  and  acknowledged,  and 
that  she  may  not,  in  the  opposite 
case,  be  placed  under  the  painful 
necessity  of  acting  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  her  generous  heart. 

Prince  Regent. 

Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 

Aug.  6,  1822. 
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Memoir  of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry. 


“O  OBERT  STEWART, second 
jOD  marquis  of  Londonderry,  was 
born  at  the  mansion  of  his  ances¬ 
tors,  Mount-stewart,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Down,  on  the  18  th  of  June, 
in  the  year  1709*  He  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Robert,  the  first  mar¬ 
quis  of  Londonderry ;  and  the  lady 
Sarah  Francis  Seymour,  sister  to 
the  late  marquis  of  Hertford. 

Robert,  the  first  marquis,  had 
represented  the  county  of  Down, 
in  the  Irish  parliament,  during 
many  successive  sessions — until 
the  year  1789;  when  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  peerage  by  the  title 
of  baron  Londonderry.  He  was 
advanced  to  the  degree  of  viscount, 
in  1795^  and  finally  raised  to  the 
rank  of  marquis,  in  1816.  He 
was  twice  married.  The  subject 
of  this  memoir  was  the  only  child 
of  his  first  marriage,  who  arrived  at 
full  age ;  but  by  his  second  mar¬ 
riage  (with  Frances  Pratt,  daughter 
of  the  great  lord  Camden),  he  had 
eleven  children ;  of  whom  survive, 
the  present  marquis  and  five  others. 
The  family  of  Stewart,  of  Mount- 
stewart,  was  a  junior  branch  of  the 
illustrious  house  of  Lenox,  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Ireland  in  the  great  emi¬ 
gration  from  Scotland,  promoted 
by  James  the  first. 

Robert,  the  second  marquis,  re¬ 
ceived  his  early  education  at  the 


free  grammar  school  of  Armagh, 
over  which  Mr.  (afterwards  arch¬ 
deacon)  Hurrock  presided  with 
some  reputation.  Of  the  future 
minister  s  literary  rank  at  Armagh, 
or  at  St.  John’s-college,  Cambridge, 
to  which  he  removed  in  1786, 
nothing  has  been  told.  It  is 
therefore  probable,  that  much  could 
not  be  found  of  which  to  boast ; 
for  his  age  is  an  assurance  that 
many  of  the  companions  of  his 
youth  must  survive — and  his  rank 
and  power  afford  a  pledge,  that  no 
opportunity  of  flattery  would  have 
been  neglected. 

But,  though  no  testimonials  of 
his  early  intellectual  superiority 
are  to  be  found,  an  interesting  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  ardour  of  friendship 
and  cool  contempt  of  danger, 
which  remained  through  life,  the 
most  prominent  traits  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  Londonderry’s  character,  is 
related  of  his  youth  upon  such  evi¬ 
dence  as  it  is  impossible  to  ques¬ 
tion.  While  enjoying  the  amuse¬ 
ment  of  a  boating  excursion  upon 
Lough  Coyne,  accompanied  by  his 
tutor  only,  Mr.  Stewart  was,  by  a 
sudden  squall  which  upset  their 
skiff,  plunged  into  the  lake  with  his 
companion,  at  a  distance  from  the 
shore  of  more  than  a  mile.  Him¬ 
self  an  expert  and  fearless  swimmer, 
he  could  with  little  difficulty  have 
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reached  a  secure  resting  place,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  roughness  of  the 
water ;  hut  his  friend  being  unable 
to  swim,  must  have  perished,  had 
not  the  brave  and  affectionate 
youth  promptly  resolved  to  attempt 
his  preservation  by  the  most  peril¬ 
ous  succour  which  one  man  can 
render  to  another.  By  exertions 
which  it  is  difficult  to  con  fe-ive, 
he  brought  him  within  call  of  the 
shore,  hut  did  not  resign  his  task 
until  both  were  taken  in  a  state  of 
complete  exhaustion,  into  a  boat 
hastily  pushed  by  some  peasants 
from  the  beach,  in  consequence  of 
their  cries. 

The  promotion  of  his  father  to 
the  peerage,  in  1789;  created  a 
vacancy  in  the  representation  of 
the  county  of  Down,  of  which 
Mr.  Stewart,  though  under  age, 
availed  himself  to  seek  a  seat  in 
parliament.  He  succeeded,  though 
not  without  a  severe  contest  and  a 
sacrifice,  as  it  is  said,  of  30,000/. 
with  some  abandonment  of  the 
political  principles  of  his  family. 

Such,  however,  was  the  state  of 
politics  in  Ireland,  at  the  period  of 
Mr.  Stewart’s  entrance  upon  pub¬ 
lic  life,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
offer  his  youth  in  extenuation  of 
the  desertion  of  the  pledge  to  sup¬ 
port  parliamentary  reform,  which 
he  gave  upon  the  hustings  at  Down¬ 
patrick,  in  1789;  and  on  some 
subsequent  occasions  at  Belfast ;  or 
to  explain  that  pledge  as  sufficient¬ 
ly  redeemed  by  the  extension  of 
the  elective  franchise  to  half  a 
million  of  Catholic  cottagers. 

The  provisional  arrangement 
between  the  British  and  Irish 
parliaments,  in  1782,  was  any¬ 
thing  but  a  final  adjustment.  The 
fanciful  scheme  of  two  federal  le¬ 
gislatures,  mutually  independent, 
but  not  co-ordinate,  was  perfectly 
repugnant  in  practice ;  and  the 


practical  demonstration  afforded 
by  the  regency  question,  must 
have  proved  to  every  man  not 
blinded  by  faction  or  personal  in¬ 
terest,  that  in  the  stipulations  of 
1782,  were  sown  the  seeds  of  ab¬ 
solute  separation  or  a  legislative 
union. 

One  expedient,  indeed,  promised 
to  secure  the  dependency  of  Ire¬ 
land,  at  least  for  a  season,  and  it 
did  not  escape  the  penetration  of 
Mr.  Pitt.  The  revolution  of  1782, 
had  been  effected  by  the  Protestant 
population,  acting  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  landed  aristocracy. 
The  Catholics,  the  majority  of  the 
nation,  excluded  by  law  from  poli¬ 
tical  power,  and  by  poverty  divest¬ 
ed  of  political  influence,  were,  by 
the  constitution  of  1782  (Yelver- 
ton’s  act),  expressly  excepted  from 
any  share  in  the  advantages  of  the 
recovered  national  independence. 

The  sagacious  but  unscrupulous 
British  minister,  saw  the  power 
which  this  anomaly  placed  in  his 
hands.  By  raising  the  Catholics 
to  the  level  of  the  Protestants,  a 
measure  recommended  by  its  ab¬ 
stract  justice  and  plausible  gene¬ 
rosity,  he,  in  the  first  place,  would 
create  an  interest  to  balance  the 
power  of  the  Protestant  aristocracy, 
and  more  Protestant  corporations, 
which  had  wrested  the  commercial 
sceptre  from  England,  and  more 
than  once  embarrassed  his  own  go¬ 
vernment,  by  high  pretensions  arid 
extravagant  stipulations — and,  in 
the  second  place,  by  multiplying 
the  candidates  for  court  favour. 
Catholic  emancipation  would  ex¬ 
tend  the  sphere  of  influence — 
and,  lastly,  in  the  event  of  his 
liberal  proposition  failing,  the  dis- 
sention  which  its  agitation  must 
create,  would  render  much  more 
easy  the  government  of  force,  and 
compel  the  kingdom,  as  in  effect  it 
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did  compel  it,  to  embrace  his 
darling  scheme  of  Union. 

Lord  Charlemont,  Mr.  Barry, 
Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Brownlow,  and  the 
great  majority  of  the  authors  of 
the  revolution  of  1782;  were  as 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform;  as  they  were  averse 
from  the  emancipation  of  their 
Catholic  countrymen ;  and  it 
scarcely  needed  the  terrors  of  the 
French  revolution;  to  detach  these 
statesmen  and  the  vast  majority  of 
the  Irish  gentry  who  thought  with 
them;  from  the  cause  of  reform; 
after  the  act  of  1798;  by  conferring 
the  elective  franchise  on  Catholics; 
had  made  that  measure  an  inevit¬ 
able  step  to  a  complete  Catholic 
ascendancy.  It  is  therefore  clear; 
that  independently  of  the  effect  of 
the  French  revolution  which  de¬ 
termined  such  men  as  earl  Fitz- 
williani;  Mr.  Burke;  and  Mr. 
Windham;  to  retrace  their  efforts 
in  the  cause  of  reform;  there  arose 
in  Ireland  between  1792  and  179L 
ample  motives  for  viewing  this 
great  question  in  a  new  light. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  not  long  in 
Ireland  a  silent  senator;  his  maiden 
speech  has  not  been  preserved;  but 
it  is  said  to  have  obtained  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  lord  Charlemont;  a 
man  of  profound  judgment  and 
exquisite  taste.  During  the  three 
or  four  first  years  of  his  parliamen¬ 
tary  career;  he  voted  with  the  Op¬ 
position;  but  it  was  with  the  aristo¬ 
cratic  Opposition ;  and  his  speeches 
were  qualified  by  the  dignity  of 
the  party  to  which  he  more  parti¬ 
cularly  adhered;  and  by  the  na¬ 
tural  gentleness  of  his  temper. 
They  do  not;  therefore;  accord 
well  with  the  spirit  of  most  of  the 
harangues  of  the  Irish  Opposition 
leaders  during  the  same  period. 

The  excited  ambition  of  the 
Catholics,  acted  upon  by  the  conta¬ 


gion  of  the  French  revolution 
raised;  in  179L  an  enemy  much 
more  formidable  to  the  Irish  gentry 
than  the  supremacy  of  English 
councils;  of  which  they  had  lately 
been  jealous;  and  the  ranks  of 
Opposition  were  suddenly  and  ex¬ 
tensively  deserted.  Among  others; 
Mr.  Stewart  passed  to  the  side  of 
the* government.  The  mission  of 
earl  Fitz william  to  Ireland;  in 
1795;  and  his  recall  in  a  few 
months  afterwards;  exasperated 
still  more  the  fears  of  the  Protest¬ 
ants;  and  the  resentment  of  the 
Catholics.  At  this  time  we  find 
lord  Charlemont  acknowledging 
the  amiable  qualities  of  Mr. 
Stewart;  and  lamenting  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt;* 
to  which  he  adhered  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life;  with  a  firm¬ 
ness  and  consistency;  such  as  few 
public  men  can  boast  of,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  principles  taken  up  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years.  In  Oc¬ 
tober;  1795;  Mr.  Stewart  as  a 
member  of  the  British  parliament; 
seconded  the  address  to  the  throne 
in  a  speech;  which;  in  respect  to 
his  high  reputation;  was  thought 
a  grievous  failure.  The  inexplic¬ 
able  mission  of  earl  Fitz  william; 
was  terminated  by  his  equally  in¬ 
explicable  recall  on  the  last  day  of 
March;  1795. 

The  new  viceroy,  earl  Camden; 
wisely  determined  against  agitating 
the  country  by  any  violent  change 
of  system,  resolved  to  consummate 
as  far  as  he  was  permitted;  all  the 
more  moderate  measures  com- 


*  “I  have  seen  Robert,  and  can 
give  him  but  little  comfort  as  to  his 
friend’s  administration.  I  cannot  but 
love  him,  but  why  so  be-Pitled  ?” — > 
u  Lord  Charlemont' s  Letter  to  Dr.*.. 
Holliday”  April  6,  ]  795. 

Hardy's  Lord  Charlemont ,  ii,  351. 
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taenced  by  liis  predecessor  ;  farther 
privileges  were  extended  to  the 
Catholics,  and  all  the  moderate 
Oppositionists  were  solicited  to 
give  their  support  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  earl  of  Charlemont, 
the  patriarch  of  Irish  freedom,  was 
all  but  gained  by  the  courtesy  and 
apparent  good  disposition  of  the 
lord  lieutenant,  and  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  his  sisters  husband, 
lord  Londonderry,  and  that  noble¬ 
man’s  son,  openly  joined  earl 
Camden’s  administration.  When 
the  lord  lieutenant  met  the  parlia¬ 
ment  in  1796,  the  Opposition  was, 
to  borrow  Mr.  Hardy’s  phrase,* 
“  shrunk  within  a  very  narrow 
stream,  its  numbers  seldom  con¬ 
sisting  of  more  than  sixteen.” 

The  last  effort  in  favour  of  par¬ 
liamentary  reform  in  the  Irish  par¬ 
liament,  was  a  motion  by  Mr. 
(afterwards  lord)  Ponsonby,  short¬ 
ly  before  the  dissolution  in  1797* 
The  motion  was  of  course  rejected, 
and  the  opposition  declined  ex¬ 
posing  their  weakness  by  a  divi¬ 
sion.  Mr.  Stewart,  now,  by  his 
father's  promotion,  lordCastlereagh, 
was  again  returned  for  the  county 
of  Down,  and  continued  to  support 
the  measures  of  the  government  ; 
but  the  task  had  become  light,  Mr. 
Grattan  and  the  more  ardent  op¬ 
positionists  having,  in  imitation  of 
the  English  whigs,  seceded  from 
parliament. 

During  the  year  1797*  lord 
Castlereagh,  in  the  occasional  ab¬ 
sence  of  Mr.  Pelham  (now  lord 
Chichester),  frequently  discharged 
provisionally,  the  duties  of  chief 
secretary ;  and  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  1798,  upon  Mr.  Pelham’s 
retirement,  he  was  placed  in  abso¬ 


*  life  of  lord  Charlemont,  ii,  364. 


lute  possession  of  the  office.  It  is 
but  justice  to  the  memory  of  the 
minister,  whose  career  is  hastily 
sketched  here,  to  observe,  that  his 
acceptance  of  office  was  three  years 
subsequent  to  the  time  when  we 
find  lord  Charlemont  regretting 
his  adoption  of  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Pitt :  it  is  impossible,  therefore,  to 
imagine  any  connection  between 
the  dereliction  of  his  early  opinion, 
and  his  promotion  to  the  station  of 
a  minister. 

The  session  of  parliament  which 
opened  on  the  15th  of  January, 
1798,  was,  on  many  accounts,  the 
most  important  in  the  history  of 
Ireland,  save  that  in  which  the 
national  legislature  was  extin¬ 
guished  ;  but  it  was  not  very  re¬ 
markable  from  the  questions  agi¬ 
tated. 

Mr.  Plunkett  (now  attorney- 
general  for  Ireland),  who  had  but 
just  entered  parliament,  assumed 
the  station  of  Opposition  leader 
abdicated  by  Mr.  Grattan,  but 
without  rivaling  his  talents  or  his 
violence.  Not  absolutely  justifying 
the  rebellion  as  the  latter  had  done 
upon  more  than  one  occasion,  he 
urged  the  necessity  of  concession 
to  the  insurgents :  to  a  sugges¬ 
tion  of  this  nature  on  the  5jth  of 
March,  lord  Castlereagh  replied  in 
a  sentence,  which,  with  the  most 
explicit  candour,  described  the 
policy  of  the  government,  "  The 
United  Irishmen,”  he  said,  “  are 
in  open  rebellion,  and  therefore 
only  to  be  met  by  force.” 

The  scenes  which  followed 
during  that  disastrous  year,  pre¬ 
sented  but  too  faithful  a  commen¬ 
tary  upon  this  text.  They  are 
such  as  the  friend  of  mankind 
would  willingly  pass  unmarked; 
but  the  activity  of  slander  renders 
absolute  silence  upon  this  topic. 
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impossible  to  the  impartial  bio¬ 
grapher  of  the  marquis  of  Lon¬ 
donderry. 

The  insurrection  which  broke 
forth  in  May,  1798,  though  the 
loudest,  was  but  the  last  peal 
of  the  tempest  which  had  been 
raging  with  little  intermission,  in 
various  parts  of  the  island,  for  five 
years  before.  As  early  as  1798, 
the  “  Jacobin  Club  ”  of  Belfast,  and 
the  “  United  Irish  Club  ”  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  established  a  correspondence 
with  the  French  government, 
which  was  carried  on  by  these 
bodies,  their  successors  and  affiliated 
associates,  without  interruption, 
until  the  final  extinction  of  the 
republican  form  of  government  in 
France.  At  Wexford,  in  1798;  and 
in  Cavan,  Longfort,  Westmeath, 
and  Leitrim,  in  1795,  the  rebels 
had  joined  with  the  king’s  troops  in 
open  combat.  An  invasion  by  the 
French  solicited  by  the  heads  of 
the  United  Irish  party,  had  been 
attempted  in  1798;  and  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year  1798,  as 
has  been  calculated,  more  than  a 
thousand  of  the  friends  of  the 
government  had  fallen  by  private 
assassination.  Lord  Castlereagh, 
therefore,  is  not  in  any  respect 
chargeable  with  having  excited 
the  rebellion  which,  on  coming 
into  office,  he  found  in  an  advanced 
stage,  and  upon  the  eve  of  its  most 
formidable  eruption. 

The  state  of  the  Irish  govern¬ 
ment  was  at  this  time  highly  peril¬ 
ous.  While  the  insurrection  was 
confined  to  unconnected  and  tem¬ 
porary  explosions,  it  had  been  pos¬ 
sible  to  meet  it  with  the  small 
force,  of  militia  fencibles  and  regu¬ 
lar  soldiers,  which  had  been  allotted 
for  the  protection  of  Ireland ;  but 
when  the  rebel  force  had  been  con¬ 
solidated  by  time  and  a  regular 


organization,  the  government 
found  itself  wholly  unprepared  for 
the  great  simultaneous  effort,  which 
it  was  known  the  leaders  of  the 
insurrection  had  in  contemplation. 
Little  aid  was  to  be  expected  from 
England.  The  then  inadequate 
military  force  of  the  empire,  had 
been  so  mis-applied  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  most  inefficient  military  minis¬ 
ter  that  ever  directed  its  resources, 
as  to  be  utterly  unavailable  for  the 
defence  of  Ireland.  The  Irish 
government  had,  therefore,  no 
alternative,  but  to  rouse  a  sec¬ 
tarian  feeling  in  the  Protestants, 
and  to  throw  itself  into  the  hands 
of  the  party  of  whose  loyalty  it  was 
assured.  Unable  to  defend  those 
upon  whom  it  relied  for  safety,  the 
government  could  not  with  much 
pretence  of  justice,  dictate  the 
mode  in  which  the  Protestants 
should  defend  themselves ;  and 
when  the  rebellion  broke  out,  it  ne¬ 
cessarily  assumed  the  character  of 
the  most  savage  civil  war.  On  the 
side  of  the  rebels,  it  was  indeed  a 
war  of  extermination ;  but  on  the 
part  of  the  Protestants,  it  was 
more  barbarous  than  sanguinary. 

Under  the  impression  that  the 
insurrection  might  be  successfully 
resisted  by  seizing  the  arms  of  the 
insurgents,  and  feeling,  that  to 
disarm,  was  more  humane  than  to 
destroy,  the  Irish  magistrates  and 
yeomanry  had  recourse  to  flagel¬ 
lation  (the  appointed  punishment 
of  vagrancy  in  England,  which 
until  lately  was  commonly  in¬ 
flicted  upon  female  vagrants)  as 
the  means  of  extorting  a  dis¬ 
covery  of  secret  magazines  of 
deadly  weapons.  Such  a  practice  is 
unjustifiable  upon  the  principles  of 
British  law,  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  appropriates  the  punishment 
of  whipping  to  a  class  of  offences 
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very  far  removed  from  treason; 
and  it  would  be  a  rash  distinction 
of  the  Irish  from  every  other  civil 
wav,  to  assert  that  this  measure 
of  extorting  information  (not  evi¬ 
dence*)  was  never  unjustly  or 
cruelly  employed  ;  hut  it  has  been 
asserted,  and  never  contradicted 
except  in  one  case,  that  the  inflic¬ 
tion  of  stripes  was  always  success¬ 
ful  in  eliciting  a  confession  suffi¬ 
cient  to  prove  a  guilty  knowledge, 
not  unworthy  of  the  punishment  of 
death ;  and  whatever  may  have 
been  the  wickedness  or  innocence 
of  the  use  of  flogging,  the  marquis 
of  Londonderry  can  scarcely  be 
held  accountable  for  a  practice 
which  commenced  before  his  ac¬ 
cession  to  power,  and  which  he 
could  not  have  caused  to  be  dis¬ 
continued,  without  the  danger  of 
an  universal  extermination  of  all 
engaged  in  the  rebellion.  For, 
whatever  benefits  might  have  re¬ 
sulted  from  taking  all  discretionary 
power  from  the  magistrates  and 
yeomanry,  the  sparing  of  blood 
would  not  have  been  of  the  num¬ 
ber. 

The  marquis  Cornwallis  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  vice-royalty  in  June, 
1798,  and  continued  lord  Castle- 


*  In  the  law  of  England  the  dis¬ 
tinction  is  perfectly  recognized  bv  the 
old  practice  of  extorting  a  plea  by  the 
detestable  torture  of  tlie  Peine  forte  et 
dure .  Torture  for  any  purpose  is  abo¬ 
minably  cruel,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  evidence,  it  is  also  produc¬ 
tive  of  injustice.  It  is  no  palliation  of 
such  atrocities  as  were  practised  in 
Ireland,  to  say  that  they  did  not  lead 
to  injustice,  but  it  is  always  right  to 
tell  the  truth  when  falsehood  has  been 
successfully  employed  to  pervert  his¬ 
tory.  The  only  extenuation  of  which 
the  use  of  torture  admits,  if  it  admit 
any,  must  be  found  in  seasons  of  igno¬ 
rance,  party  heats,  or  public  confusion. 


reagh  in  the  office  of  chief  secre¬ 
tary.  The  rebellion  had,  in  effect, 
been  suppressed  by  the  yeomanry 
before  lord  Cornwallis's  arrival, 
and  his  lordship  bringing  with 
him  a  considerable  military  rein¬ 
forcement,  enjoyed  the  enviable 
privilege  of  receiving  the  van¬ 
quished  rebels  to  mercy. 

Humbert’s  invasion,  which  was 
swelled  to  importance  merely  by 
the  cowardice  of  those  who  had 
the  first  opportunity  of  meeting 
the  French  army,  served,  by  the 
alarm  which  it  excited,  to  repeat 
the  lesson  so  often  inculcated  by 
events  during  the  five  preceding 
years ;  and  the  English  govern¬ 
ment  saw  that  Ireland  could  be 
saved  by  an  union  alone,  and  an 
union  was  decided  upon,  at  what¬ 
ever  cost. 

It  is  the  misfortune  of  states¬ 
men,  that  necessity  drives  them  to 
measures  repugnant  alike  to  ho¬ 
nour  and  honesty.  If  it  is  difficult 
to  defend  the  means  employed  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  it 
is  perfectly  impossible  to  justify  or 
even  to  palliate,  that  by  which  the 
Union  was  effected.  The  Pro¬ 
testant  gentry  were  assailed  by  the 
most  gross  and  flagrant  bribery; 
and  the  Catholic  peasantry  were 
made  the  dupes  of  a  scandalous 
delusion.  It  is  impossible  to  ac¬ 
quit  lord  Castlereagh  of  a  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  guilt  of  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
far  as  respects  the  debauching  of 
the  Irish  parliament ;  but  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  he,  ig¬ 
norant,  as  he  necessarily  was,  of  the 
fixed  determination  of  the  king, 
and  the  temper  of  the  English 
people,  was  a  party  to  the  fraud 
practised  upon  the  Catholics.* 


*  The  following  letter  of  which  a 
fnc  simile:  is  given  by  sir  Jonah  Bar- 
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From  the  completion  of  the 
Union,  lord  Castlereagh’s  history 
is,  with  trifling  exceptions,  a  part 
of  the  history  of  the  empire.  In 
1801,  he  rested  from  the  labour 
of  the  three  preceding  years  in  do¬ 


rington  in  his  44  Historic  Memoirs  of 
the  Union,”  affords  a  sufficient  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  mode  in  which  that  mea¬ 
sure  was  carried : 

October  4 th,  1799. 

My  Dear  Lord ;  —  This  moment, 
your’s  of  the  3rd  instant  has  been  de¬ 
livered  by  the  postman.  I  am  heartily 
concerned  that  I  am  obliged  to  differ 
with  your  lordship  (for  the  first  time, 
during  a  three  and  twenty  years 
friendship),  in  point  of  fact.  As  to 
what  passed  between  you  and  lord 
Cornwallis,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  question,  which  is  simply, 
44  whether  the  agreement  made  by 
Mr.  Knox  with  lord  Castlereagh  is  to 
be  adhered  to  or  violated;”  this  agree¬ 
ment  was  two  months  subsequent  to 
your  conversation  with  lord  Conwallis, 
and  you  will  recollect  you  had  two  in¬ 
terviews  with  the  viceroy,  the  latter 
of  which  was  by  no  means  so  flattering 
as  the  first,  and  was  very  far  from 
holding  out  splendid  expectations ; 
but  all  prior  discussions  are  always 
done  away  by  a  subsequent  agreement, 
for  otherwise  it  would  be  absurd  ever 
to  think  of  making  one,  which  would 
be  always  open  to  be  departed  from  by 
any  of  the  parties,  on  a  suggestion,  that 
in  a  prior  conversation,  this  thing  was 
said  or  the  other  thing  was  offered. 
An  agreement  once  made,  and  nothing 
remains  but  to  carry  it  into  effect  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  terms  as  fast  as  possible. 
The  business  then  comes  to  this,  what 
was  the  agreement  made  by  Mr. 
Knox  with  lord  Castlereagh  respect¬ 
ing  the  only  point  that  has  induced 
your  lordship  to  delay  matters,  all  the 
rest  being  confessedly  understood ; 
namely,  44  the  vacating  Mr.  Knox’s 
seat  and  mine,  in  order  to  give  the 
return  of  the  two  members  to  govern¬ 
ment  in  our  places.”  This  particular 
Mr.  Knox  stated  distinctly  and  ex¬ 
plicitly,  44  that  lord  Castlereagh  at  the 
outset  of  the  negotiation  laid  it  down 
as  a  sitie  qua  non ,  that  we  must  vacate 
our  seats  in  the  present  parliament, 


mestic  retirement.  Many  absurd 
and  extravagant  stories  of  en¬ 
counters  with  robbers  and  other 
romantic  adventures,  have  been 
related  of  his  lordship,  as  having 
occurred  during  this  short  interval 


and  that  he  should  have  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  the  two  new  members;”  but 
such  a  distinction  as  your  lordship  con¬ 
ceives  of  vacating  for  the  question  of 
Union ;  and  in  case  government 
should  be  defeated  on  that  measure, 
that  those  two  new  members  should 
vacate,  and  that  you  should  have  a 
power  of  nominating  in  their  stead,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  parliament,  never, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  was  made  by 
Mr.  Knox,  nor  even  by  your  lordship ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  your  lordship 
assented  to  that  part  as  well  as  to 
every  other  part  of  the  treaty  with 
lord  Castlereagh;  and  from  the  in¬ 
stant  you  thus  gave  your  assent,  a  full 
complete  and  perfect  agreement  took 
place.  Mr.  Usher  was  present  at  all 
this,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  come  for¬ 
ward  and  declare  the  facts. 

On  the  18th  of  July  this  negotiation 
commenced,  and  from  that  period  to 
this,  I  have  been  kept  in  town  from 
my  concerns  in  Clare,  in  constant 
expectation  of  having  it  concluded, 
and  now  nearly  at  the  end  of  three 
months  to  have  it  all  upset  is  very 
severe.  As  to  the  engagement  that 
your  lordship  describes,  and  that  your 
burgesses  have  signed,  it  is  a  direct 
contradiction  to  that  part  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  it  professes  to  be  conformable  to, 
and  is  so  much  trouble  for  nothing ; 
but  what  appears  extraordinary  to  me 
along  with  all  the  rest  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  business,  is,  that  your  lordship 
should  prepare  or  get  this  engagement 
signed,  after  you  were  apprized  both 
by  Mr.  Knox’s  letter  and  mine  to 
you  and  Mr.  Usher,  that  any  thing 
short  of  the  identical  paper  sent 
down  by  Mr.  Knox  would  not  answer. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  than  to 
request  your  lordship  will  bring  Mr. 
Usher  up  with  you  directly. 

I  am,  my  Dear  Lord, 

Youi*’s  most  sincerely, 
Robert  Crowe. 

To  the  Earl  of  Belviderey 
£f  c.  3[c.  <5j y. 
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of  relaxation  from  political  toil ; 
but  they  are  utterly  unfounded. 
Of  his  private  pursuits  during 
the  period  which  elapsed  from 
his  retirement  from  the  Irish  go¬ 
vernment  to  his  taking  office  in 
England,  little  is  known  even  by 
his  nearest  friends,  and  it  is  there¬ 
fore,  not  unreasonable  to  suppose, 
that  it  was  wisely  employed  in 
preparing,  by  study,  for  the  ar¬ 
duous  course  which  he  had  assigned 
for  himself. 

At  the  general  election,  in  1802, 
lord  Castlereagh  had  to  encounter 
his  first  serious  political  reverse. 
The  marquis  of  Downshire,  who 
had  previously  been  closely  con¬ 
nected  with  the  government,  on 
the  question  of  Union,  like  most 
of  the  independent  members  of  the 
Protestant  aristocracy,  took  a  de¬ 
cided  part  against  that  measure ; 
and  his  opposition  was  so  indis¬ 
creetly  violent  as  to  induce  lord 
Cornwallis  to  deprive  him  of  the 
command  of  his  militia  regiment, 
and  to  dismiss  him  from  his  rank 
as  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Down.  These  disgraces  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  broken  the  marquis’s 
heart,  and  he  died  within  a  few 
months  after  the  Union,  bequeath¬ 
ing  to  his  widow  the  quarrel  with 
the  Irish  government,  in  exaspe¬ 
rated  bitterness. 

The  marchioness  of  Downshire 
spared  no  expence  nor  exertion  to 
avenge  the  insult  offered  to  her 
husband;  and  lord  Castlereagh 
was  eventually  driven  from  the 
representation  of  the  county,  by 
which  his  ancestors  and  himself 
had  been  returned  through  more 
than  half  a  century. 

In  the  beginning  of  1802,  lord 
Castlereagh  was  appointed  a  privy- 
councillor  of  Great  Britain  and 
president  of  the  board  of  Control. 
He  remained  in  office  during  the 
Vol.  LXIV. 


Addington  administration,  and,  in 
1805,  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  re-esta¬ 
blished  himself  in  power,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  seals  of  the  war 
and  colonial  department,  which  he 
retained  until  he  resigned  with  the 
whole  of  the  cabinet,  upon  Mr. 
Pitt’s  death,  in  1806. 

Upon  the  dissolution  of  the 
Grey  and  Grenville  administra¬ 
tion,  in  1807,  lord  Castlereagh 
resumed  the  office  of  war  minister, 
which  he  was  unfortunate  enough 
to  hold  at  the  time  of  the  ill-fated 
Walcheren  expedition.  The  total 
failure  of  this  absurd  enterprise, 
in  the  arrangements  for  which  he 
had  so  principal  a  share,  was  not 
the  only  mortification  which  lord 
Castlereagh  had  to  encounter  in 
that  year.  The  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
upon  the  sale  and  purchase  of  bo¬ 
roughs,  displayed  a  series  of  trans¬ 
actions  between  his  lordship,  the 
marquis  of  Sligo,  and  Mr.  Reding, 
which,  though  perfectly  conforma¬ 
ble  to  the  means  which  Great 
Britain  had  sanctioned,  to  effect  the 
Irish  Union,  were  held  too  gross 
for  a  repetition  in  England.* 

The  Autumn  of  the  same  year, 
found  lord  Castlereagh  in  a  new 
perplexity.  In  the  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  he  learned  from  the  earl  of 
Camden,  his  kinsman,  that  Mr. 
Canning,  then  secretary  for  Foreign 
affairs,  had  extorted  from  the  duke 
of  Portland  (the  head  of  the  ca¬ 
binet),  an  engagement  that  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  should  be  dis¬ 
missed,  as  inefficient,  upon  the 
first  favourable  opportunity.  In¬ 
dignant  at  this  ungenerous  in¬ 
trigue,  lord  Castlereagh  demanded 
from  his  unfriendly  colleague  an 
honourable  satisfaction.  A  duel 


*  See  Annual  Register,  for  1809  > 
page  157. 
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ensued,,  in  which  Mr.  Canning 
was  severely  but  not  dangerously 
wounded.  Lord  Castlereagh  and 
his  antagonist  both  retired  from 
the  cabinet,  but  the  former  suffered 
nothing  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public,  and  Mr.  Canning  subse¬ 
quently  recanted  his  imputations  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner,  by 
serving  in  various  offices  as  subor¬ 
dinate  to  the  minister  whom  he  had 
rashly  denounced  as  incapable. 

In  1812,  when  the  cabinet  was 
re-modelled,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  Percival,  lord  Cas¬ 
tlereagh  was  named  to  the  office  of 
Foreign  secretary,  which  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  fill  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  through  a  period  when  the 
diplomatic,  no  less  than  the  mili¬ 
tary  achievements  of  the  empire, 
obtained  a  success  unexampled  for 
brilliancy  and  importance  in  any 
former  reign. 

From  the  Union  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  Napoleon,  in  1814,  the 
history  of  lord  Castlereagh  belonged 
to  the  history  of  the  British  empire, 
from  the  peace  of  Paris  forward, 
his  history  is  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  1817  a  feeble  attack  was 
made  upon  lord  Castlereagh  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  upon  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  a  petition  complaining 
of  cruelties  practised  by  him  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Irish  rebellion 
nineteen  years  before.  His  lord- 
ship  repelled  the  imputations  of 
the  petition  with  indignation,  and 
Mr.  Canning  made  a  generous 
atonement  for  his  former  injuries 
by  pronouncing  an  admirable 
speech  in  defence  of  the  noble 
secretary. 

“  What,”  said  Mr.  Canning,  “  is 
the  situation  of  my  noble  friend 
compared  with  that  of  his  un¬ 
named  accusers  ?  Men  who  have 
shared  in  repeated  pardons,  and 


hid  their  degraded  heads  under  a 
general  amnesty,  now  advance  to 
revile  the  individual  to  whom  they 
owe  their  despicable  lives :  a  par¬ 
doned  traitor,  a  forgotten  incen¬ 
diary,  a  wretch  who  escaped  the 
gallows  only  by  the  clemency  of 
my  noble  friend,  is  now  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  the  witness  for  his  con¬ 
viction.  If  the  legislature  has 
consented  to  bury  in  darkness  the 
crime  of  rebellion,  is  it  too  much 
that  rebels,  after  twenty  years, 
should  forgive  the  crime  of  having 
been  forgiven  ?” 

In  1818,  lord  Castlereagh  at¬ 
tended  the  congress  of  sovereigns 
and  ministers  at  Aix  la  Chapelle  ; 
and,  in  1820,  when  attending  the 
king,  in  his  majesty’s  visit  to  Ire¬ 
land,  he  received  that  which  must 
always  be  the  most  grateful  meed 
to  a  generous  mind,  the  long- 
withheld  acknowledgment  of  his 
country’s  respect  and  gratitude. 

The  retirement  of  Mr.  Canning 
from  the  cabinet,  in  1820,  upon 
occasion  of  the  prosecution  of  the 
late  Queen,  threw  the  whole  weight 
of  public  business  in  the  House  of 
Commons  upon  the  foreign  secre¬ 
tary  ;  and,  in  the  busy  session  of 
1821,  this  weight  was  aggravated 
beyond  the  power  of  the  strongest 
to  sustain  it. 

Those  who  had  the  best  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  observing  lord  Castle- 
reagli  (become,  by  his  father’s 
death,  marquis  of  Londonderry), 
saw,  with  pain,  that  his  body  and 
mind  were  equally  sinking  under 
the  exertion.  In  the  Spring  of 
1821  a  severe  attack  of  gout 
was  followed  by  a  fever,  which, 
though  it  threatened  no  fatal  re¬ 
sult  at  any  time,  was  observed  to 
affect,  occasionally,  his  lordship’s 
understanding.  The  first  instance 
of  mental  wandering  was  remarked 
in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Being  asked  some  questions  re¬ 
lative  to  tlie  seizure  of  a  British 
merchantman  by  a  Spanish  man  of 
war,  he  disclaimed  all  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  though  the  facts 
had  been  laid  before  him  the  same 
day,  and  though  he  had  no  possi¬ 
ble  motive  for  concealing  them. 
In  the  debate  upon  the  Superan¬ 
nuation  bill,  the  asperity  of  his 
lordship’s  manner,  in  a  retort  upon 
Mr.  Canning,  excited  much  asto¬ 
nishment,  as  he  had  always  been 
distinguished  for  mildness  in  de¬ 
bate,  and,  since  their  reconciliation, 
had  borne  himself  towards  that 
gentleman  with  marked  amenity. 

In  his  family,  the  morbid  exa¬ 
cerbation  of  the  marquis’s  temper 
was  still  more  striking.  The 
marchioness,  who  had  ever  been 
the  object  of  her  husband’s  most 
respectful  and  tenderest  attentions, 
was  constantly  exposed  to  peevish 
and  unreasonable  reproof ;  and  his 
servants,  who  had  always  before 
found  him  rather  a  father  than  a 
master,  observed,  with  amazement, 
that  their  utmost  care  could  not 
restrain  the  marquis  from  the 
coarsest  and  most  violent  expres¬ 
sions  of  displeasure.  At  council, 
on  the  9th  of  August,  the  mar¬ 
quis’s  manner  was  so  disordered  as 
to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
king,  who  communicated  his  ap¬ 
prehensions,  by  a  letter,  to  the 
earl  of  Liverpool,  and  suggested 
the  necessity  of  vigilantly  observ¬ 
ing  the  foreign  secretary’s  conduct. 

A  similar  letter  was  written  by 
the  duke  of  Wellington  to  Dr. 
Bankhead,  on  the  9th,  and  such 
was  the  state  of  nervous  irritability 
under  which  the  unhappy  minister 
laboured  on  that  day,  that  the  dis¬ 
patches  which  he  attempted  to 
write,  were  perfectly  illegible  to 
those  best  acquainted  with  his 
hand-writing,  which  had  always 


been  singularly  exact  and  elegant 
It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  dis¬ 
mal  tragedy  which  closed  the  career 
of  this  distinguished  statesman  ;  it 
will  be  found  detailed  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  inquest  held  upon  his 
body.  £See  page  432,  also  page 
286.] 

It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  quali¬ 
ties  by  which  the  marquis  of  Lon¬ 
donderry  attained  to  such  an  emi- 
nent  station  in  the  councils  of 
Great  Britain  :  but  from  even  the 
brief  review  which  we  have  taken, 
it  is  impossible  not  to  see,  that  his 
elevation  was  not  the  effect  of  mere 
chance. 

He  was  alike  destitute  of  the 
shining  abilities  by  which  some 
men  have  sprung  per  saltum  to  the 
head  of  affairs ;  and  of  the  mean  ta¬ 
lents  by  which  others  have  crept 
to  power. 

The  utmost  excess  of  biographic 
zeal,  cannot  claim  for  him  the 
palm  of  eloquence,  either  in  speak¬ 
ing  or  ill  Writing  ;  nor  has  he  ever 
obtained  credit  for  the  contrivance 
of  the  measures,  by  which  the  mi¬ 
nistry,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
raised  to  so  great  a  height,  the  power 
and  glory  of  the  empire.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  the  breath  of  ma¬ 
lice  never  whispered  against  him 
an  insinuation  of  court-treachery,, 
or  dark  intrigue. 

If,  however.  We  look  for  the 
foundation  of  his  prosperity  in  his 
private  character,  we  shall  find  an 
ample  basis  for  it,  in  an  accumu¬ 
lation  of  personal  qualities,  and 
private  virtues,  such  as  rarely  adorn 
the  life  of  an  individual.  His 
understanding  was  clear  and  com¬ 
prehensive, and  his  resolutions,  taken 

up  after  the  most  patient  consider¬ 
ation,  were  not  laid  aside  without 
equal  deliberation ;  exempt  alike 
from  passion  and  from  fear,  no  pro¬ 
vocation  or  danger  could  move  the 
2  S  2 
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imperturbable  equanimity  of  his 
temper ;  bland  and  captivating  in 
his  manners,  he  rarely  failed  to 
engage  the  affections  of  those 
with  whom  business  or  accident 
made  him  acquainted ;  and  the 
friend  once  gained,  he  never 
lost.  He  possessed,  indeed,  in  a 
degree  unexampled,  the  inestima¬ 
ble  virtue  of  fidelity  in  friendship, 
and  a  grateful  remembrance  of  ser¬ 
vices  ;  down  to  the  humblest  en¬ 
sign  in  his  militia  regiment,  he  re¬ 
quited  with  substantial  benefits 
every  man  who  had  shown  him 
kindness  at  any  period  of  his  life. 
His  domestic  virtues  were  bright 
and  exemplary,  and  they  were  mi¬ 
nisterial  to  his  political  success. 
His  amiable  marchioness  had  a 
full  participation  in  all  the  triumphs 
of  his  ambition,  and  she  had  also  a 
share  in  the  means  by  which  they 
were  obtained.  Many  a  promising 
young  patriot,  too  proud  to  be 
tempted  by  the  baits  of  venality, 
and  too  thoughtless  for  those  of 
power,  has  found  his  public  virtue 
too  weak  to  withstand  the  at¬ 
tractions  of  the  brilliant  circle  col¬ 
lected  by  the  Opera  suppers 
in  St.  James’s-square.  But  the 
quality  which  had  the  greatest 
share  in  lord  Londonderry’s  suc¬ 
cess  was,  his  strict  personal  honour. 
The  briber  and  the  bribed  might 
repose  the  most  implicit  confidence 
in  him,  an  dtherefore,  he  was,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  too  frequently 
the  mediator  between  them.  But 
it  would  be  the  highest  degree  of 
injustice,  to  suppose,  that  his  lord¬ 
ship’s  virtues  were  assumed,  merely 
to  serve  his  ambition ;  they  per¬ 
vaded  all  the  transactions  of  his 
life ;  his  punctuality  and  inte¬ 
grity  were  as  exact  in  his  dealings 
with  his  tradesmen,  as  in  the  most 
important  public  affairs ;  the  sua¬ 
vity  of  his  manners,  was  as  re¬ 


markable  in  conversation  with  the 
clerks  of  his  office,  or  even  in  his 
intercourse  with  his  domestic  ser¬ 
vants,  as  when  he  stood  in  a  circle 
of  kings ;  and  his  remembance  of  be¬ 
nefits  was  as  faithful  with  respect 
to  the  humble  tenants  on  his  estate, 
as  to  the  proud  nobles  who  had 
contributed  to  his  elevation.  Few 
men  can  boast  such  a  catalogue  of 
benevolent  actions,  as  are  recorded 
of  him ;  many  of  them  were  inge¬ 
nious,  some  whimsical,  but  all 
graceful  and  generous. 

Lord  Londonderry’s  sense  was 
strong  and  practical,  but  neither 
inventive  nor  ornamental.  In  all 
the  details  of  business  he  was  un¬ 
rivalled.  As  a  militia  colonel,  for 
example,  he  was  admitted  to  have 
no  equal ;  but  it  is  doubtful,  whe¬ 
ther  any  degree  of  cultivation 
could  have  rendered  him  a  good 
speaker,  or  an  able  writer.  As  it 
was,  the  slovenliness  of  his  style, 
and  more  particularly  an  unhappy 
faculty  of  misapplying  idiomatic 
tropes,  detracted  much  from  the 
effect  of  his  native  good  under¬ 
standing.  This,  however,  was 
obviously  a  vice  of  education.  In 
imitation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  shroud  his  most 
common  thoughts  in  a  volumi¬ 
nous  drapery  of  words;  but  he 
wanted  the  rich  rhetorical  ward¬ 
robe,  and  the  graceful  disposition 
of  that  great  master  of  effect  ;  and 
his  irditation  was  as  unlike  what 
it  sought  to  imitate,  and  hung 
upon  the  imitator  as  awkwardly, 
as  the  royal  robes  of  a  strolling 
Alexander.  When,  however,  he  es¬ 
caped  from  his  artificial  oratory 
being  taken  unprepared,  his  speeches 
were  sometimes  almost  eloquent. 
One  or  two  of  his  replies  might  be 
quoted,  which  exceed  any  of  Mr. 
Pitt’s  speeches  in  energy,  while 
they  equal  them  in  correctness. 
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Anecdotes  of  Bonaparte’s  early  Years. 
\_From  Las  Cases  Journal.^ 


Napoleon  was  born  about  noon 
on  the  15th  of  August  (the  As¬ 
sumption-day)  in  the  year  1769* 
His  mother,  who  was  possessed 
of  great  bodily,  as  well  as  mental 
vigour,  and  who  had  braved  the 
dangers  of  war  during  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  wished  to  attend  mass  on 
account  of  the  solemnity  of  the 
day ;  she  was,  however,  taken  ill 
at  church,  and  on  her  return  home 
was  delivered  before  she  could  be 
conveyed  to  her  chamber.  The 
child,  as  soon  as  it  was  born,  was 
laid  on  the  carpet,  which  was  an 
old-fashioned  one,  representing  at 
full  length,  the  heroes  of  fable,  or 
perhaps,  of  the  Iliad: — this  child 
was  Napoleon. 

In  his  boyhood  Napoleon  was 
turbulent,  adroit,  lively  and  agile 
in  the  extreme.  He  had  gained, 
he  used  to  say,  the  most  complete 
ascendancy  over  his  elder  brother 
Joseph.  The  latter  was  beaten 
and  ill-treated;  complaints  were 
carried  to  the  mother,  and  she 
would  begin  to  scold,  before  poor 
Joseph  had  even  time  to  open  his 
mouth. 

At  the  age  of  ten,  Napoleon 
was  sent  to  the  military  school 
at  Brienne.  His  name,  which  in 
his  Corsican  accent  he  pronounced 
as  if  written  Napoilione,  from 
the  similarity  of  the  sound,  pro¬ 
cured  for  him,  among  his  youthful 
companions,  the  nick-name  of  la 
paille  aa  nez  (straw  in  his  nose). 
At  this  period  a  great  change  took 
place  in  Napoleon’s  character.  In 
contradiction  to  all  the  apocryphal 
histories,  which  contain  anecdotes 
of  his  life,  he  was,  when  at  Brienne 
mild,  quiet,  and  susceptible.  One 
day  the  quarter-master,  who  was 


a  man  of  harsh  disposition,  and 
who  never  took  the  trouble  of  con¬ 
sidering  the  physical  and  moral 
shades  of  character  in  each  indivi¬ 
dual  scholar,  condemned  Napoleon, 
by  way  of  punishment,  to  wear  the 
serge  coat,  and  to  take  his  dinner 
on  his  knees  at  the  door  of  the 
refectory.  Napoleon,  who  had  a 
vast  share  of  pride  and  self-conceit, 
was  so  mortified  by  this  disgrace, 
that  he  was  seized  with  a  violent 
retching,  and  suffered  a  severe 
nervous  attack.  The  head  master, 
of  the  school  happening  accident¬ 
ally  to  pass  by,  relieved  him  from 
the  punishment,  reproving  the 
quarter-master  for  his  want  of  dis¬ 
cernment  ;  and  Father  Patrault, 
the  professor  of  mathematics,  was 
very  indignant  on  finding,  that  his 
first  mathematician  had  been  treat¬ 
ed  with  so  little  respect. 

In  1783,  Napoleon  was  one  of 
the  scholars  who,  at  the  usual  com¬ 
petition  at  Brienne,  were  fixed 
upon  to  be  sent  to  the  military  school 
at  Paris,  to  finish  their  education. 
The  choice  was  made  annually  by 
an  inspector,  who  visited  the 
twelve  military  schools.  This  office 
was  filled  by  the  chevalier  de  Ke- 
ralio,  a  general  officer,  and  the  au¬ 
thor  of  a  work  on  military  tactics. 
He  was  also  the  tutor  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  king  of  Bavaria,  who  in  his 
youth  bore  the  title  of  duke  de 
Deux-Ponts.  Keralio  was  an 
amiable  old  man,  and  well  adapted 
to  discharge  the  duty  of  inspector 
of  the  military  schools.  He  was 
fond  of  the  boys,  played  with  them 
when  they  had  finished  their  exa¬ 
minations,  and  permitted  those, 
who  had  acquitted  themselves  most 
to  his  satisfaction,  to  dine  with 
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him  at  the  table  of  the  monks.  He 
was  particularly  attached  to  young 
Napoleon,  and  took  a  pleasure  in 
stimulating  him  to  exertion.  He 
singled  him  out  to  be  sent  to  Paris, 
though  it  would  appear  he  had 
not  at  that  time  attained  the  re¬ 
quisite  age.  The  lad  was  not  very 
far  advanced  in  any  branch  of  edu¬ 
cation  except  mathematics,  and  the 
monks  suggested  that  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  till  the  following 
year,  to  afford  time  for  further  im¬ 
provement.  But  this  the  chevalier 
de  Keralio  would  by  no  means 
agree  to ;  “  I  know  what  I  am 
about,”  said  he,  “  and  if  I  am 
transgressing  the  rules,  it  is  not  on 
account  of  family  influence X 
know  nothing  of  the  friends  of 
this  youth.  I  am  actuated  only 
by  my  own  opinion  of  his  merit.  I 
perceive  in  him  a  spark  of  genius, 
which  cannot  be  too  early  foster¬ 
ed.”  The  worthy  chevalier  died 
suddenly,  before  he  had  time  to 
carry  his  detemiination  into  effect; 
but  his  successor,  M.  de  Regnaud, 
who  would  not  perhaps  have  evinc¬ 
ed  half  his  penetration,  neverthe¬ 
less  fulfilled  his  decision,  and  young 
Napoleon  was  sent  to  Paris. 

At  this  period  he  began  to  deve- 
lope  qualities  of  a  superior  order : 
decision  of  character,  profound  re¬ 
flection,  and  vigorous  conceptions. 
It  would  appear,  that  from  his  ear¬ 
liest  childhood  his  parents  rested 
all  their  hopes  on  him.  His  father, 
when  on  his  death-bed  at  Mont¬ 
pellier,  though  Joseph  was  beside 
him,  spoke  only  of  Napoleon,  who 
was  then  at  the  military  school. 
In  the  delirium  with  which  he 
was  seized  in  his  last  moments,  he 
incessantly  called  Napoleon  to  come 
to  his  aid  with  his  great  sword. 
The  grand  uncle,  Lucien,  who  on 
his  death-bed  was  surrounded  by 
all  Ins  relatives,  said,  addressing 


himself  to  Joseph,  “  You  are  the 
eldest  of  the  family  ;  but  there  is 
the  head  of  it  (pointing  to  Napo¬ 
leon).  Never  lose  sight  of  him.” 

At  school  only  one  individual 
formed  a  mistaken  idea  of  him; 
that  was  M.  Bauer,  the  dull  heavy 
German  master.  Young  Napo¬ 
leon  never  made  much  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  German  language, 
which  offended  M.  Bauer,  and  he 
in  consequence  formed  a  most  con¬ 
temptible  opinion  of  his  pupil’ s  abi¬ 
lities.  One  day,  Napoleon  not  being 
in  his  place,  M.  Bauer  inquired 
where  he  was,  and  was  told 
that  he  was  attending  his  exa¬ 
mination  in  the  class  of  artil¬ 
lery.  “  Oh  !  so  he  does  learn 
something?”  said  M.  Bauer  iro¬ 
nically.  “  Why,  sir,  he  is  the 
best  mathematician  in  the  school,” 
was  the  reply.  “  Ah !  I  have 
always  heard  it  remarked  and 
I  have  always  believed,  that  none 
but  a  fool  could  learn  mathema¬ 
tics.”  “It  would  be  curious,”  said 
the  emperor,  “  to  know  whether 
M.  Bauer  lived  long  enough  to  as¬ 
certain  my  real  character,  and  to 
enjoy  the  confirmation  of  his  own 
judgment.” 

Napoleon  was  scarcely  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  the  Abbe  Raynal, 
struck  with  the  extent  of  his  ac¬ 
quirements,  appreciated  his  merit 
so  highly  as  to  make  him  one  of 
the  ornaments  of  his  scientific 
dejeuners.  Finally,  the  celebrated 
Paoli,  who  had  long  inspired  Na¬ 
poleon  with  a  sort  of  veneration, 
and  who  found  that  the  latter  had 
headed  a  party  against  him,  when¬ 
ever  he  showed  himself  favourable 
to  the  English,  was  accustomed  to 
say — “  This  young  man  is  formed 
on  the  ancient  model.  He  is  one 
of  Plutarch’s  men.” 

In  1785,  Napoleon,  who  was 
created  at  once  a  cadet  and  an  of- 
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ficer  of  artillery,  quitted  the  mili¬ 
tary  school  to  enter  the  regiment 
of  la  F  ere,  in  the  rank  of  second 
lieutenant ;  whence  he  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  rank  of  first-lieutenant 
in  the  regiment  of  Grenoble. 

Napoleon,  on  quitting  the  mili¬ 
tary  school,  went  to  join  his  regi¬ 
ment  at  Valence.  There  he  con¬ 
ceived  an  attachment  for  Mademoi¬ 
selle  du  Colombier,  who,  on  her 
part,  was  not  insensible  to  his  me¬ 
rits.  It  was  the  first  love  of  both; 
and  it  was  that  land  of  love  which 
might  be  expected  to  arise  at  their 
age  and  with  their  education. 
Ci  We  were  the  most  innocent 
creatures  imaginable,”  the  emperor 
used  to  say  ;  “  we  contrived  little 
meetings  together ;  I  well  remem¬ 
ber  one  which  took  place  on  a 
Midsummer  morning,  just  as  day¬ 
light  began  to  dawn.  It  will 
scarcely  be  believed,  that  all  our 
happiness  consisted  in  eating  cher¬ 
ries  together.” 

When  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
years  of  age,  the  emperor  was  dis¬ 
tinguished  as  a  young  man  of  ex¬ 
tensive  information,  possessing  a 
reflective  turn  of  mind  and  strong 
reasoning  powers.  He  had  read 
an  immense  deal,  and  had  pro¬ 
foundly  meditated  on  the  fund  of 
knowledge  thus  acquired,  much  of 
which,  he  used  to  say,  he  had 
probably  since  lost.  His  sparkling 
and  ready  wit,  and  energetic  lan¬ 
guage,  distinguished  him  wherever 
he  went :  he  was  a  favourite  with 
every  one,  particularly  withthe  fair 
sex,  to  whom  he  recommended  him¬ 
self  by  the  elegance  and  novelty  of 
his  ideas,  and  the  boldness  of  his 
arguments.  As  for  the  men,  they 
were  often  afraid  to  engage  with 
him  in  those  discussions,  into  which 
he  was  led  by  a  natural  confidence 
in  his  own  powers. 

Many  individuals,  who  knew 


him  at  an  early  period  of  life, 
foresaw  his  extraordinary  career; 
and  they  viewed  the  events  of  his 
life  without  astonishment.  At  an 
early  age  he  gained  anonymously 
a  prize  at  the  academy  of  Lyons, 
on  the  following  question,  proposed 
by  Raynal  :• — “  What  are  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  institutions  calculated  to 
advance  mankind  to  the  highest  pos¬ 
sible  degree  of  happiness  ?”  The 
anonymous  memorial  excited  great 
attention  ;  it  was  perfectly  in  uni¬ 
son  with  the  ideas  of  the  age.  It 
began  by  inquiring  in  what  happi¬ 
ness  consisted ;  and  the  answer 
was,  in  the  perfect  enjoyment  of 
life  in  the  manner  most  conforma¬ 
ble  with  our  moral  and  physical 
organization.  After  he  became 
emperor,  Napoleon  was  one  day 
conversing  on  this  subject  with  M. 
de  Talleyrand ;  the  latter,  like  a 
skilful  courtier,  shortly  after  pre¬ 
sented  to  him  the  famous  memo¬ 
rial,  which  he  had  procured  from 
the  archives  of  the  academy  of 
Lyons.  The  emperor  took  it, 
and  after  reading  a  few  pages, 
threw  into  the  fire  this  first  pro¬ 
duction  of  his  youth,  saying,  “  One 
can  never  observe  every  thing.”  M. 
de  Talleyrand  had  not  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  transcribing  it. 

Napoleon  was  in  garrison  at 
Valence  when  the  revolution  broke 
out.  At  that  time  it  was  a  point 
of  particular  importance  to  cause 
the  artillery  officers  to  emigrate ; 
and  the  officers,  on  their  part,  were 
very  much  divided  in  opinion.  Na¬ 
poleon  espoused  the  cause  of  the  re¬ 
volution  :  and  his  example  influ¬ 
enced  the  majority  of  the  regiment. 
He  was  an  ardent  patriot  under 
the  Constituent  assembly ;  but  the 
Legislative  assembly  marked  a  new 
period  in  his  ideas  and  opinions. 

He  was  at  Paris  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1 792,  and  witnessed  the  in- 
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surrection  of  the  people  of  the  Fau¬ 
bourgs,  who  traversed  the  garden 
of  the  Tuileries,  and  forced  the 
palace.  There  were  but  6,000 
men ;  a  mere  disorderly  mob, 
whose  language  and  dress  proved 
them  to  belong  to  the  very  lowest 
class  of  society. 

In  17 93,  Napoleon  was  in  Cor¬ 
sica,  where  he  had  a  command  in 
the  National  Guards.  He  opposed 
Paoli,  as  soon  as  he  was  led  to  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  veteran,  to  whom  he 
had  hitherto  been  so  much  attach¬ 
ed,  entertained  the  design  of  giv¬ 
ing  up  the  island  to  the  English. 
Therefore  it  is  not  true,  as  has 


been  generally  reported,  that  Na¬ 
poleon,  or  some  of  his  family,  were 
at  one  time  in  England,  proposing 
to  raise  a  Corsican  regiment  for 
the  English  service. 

The  English  and  Paoli  subdued 
the  Corsican  patriots,  and  burnt 
Ajaccio.  The  house  of  the  Bo- 
napartes  was  destroyed  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  conflagration,  and  the  family 
were  obliged  to  fly  to  the  continent. 
They  fixed  their  abode  at  Mar¬ 
seilles,  whence  Napoleon  proceeded 
to  Paris.  He  arrived  just  at  the 
moment,  when  the  federalists  of 
Marseilles  had  surrendered  Toulon 
to  the  English. 


Anecdotes  of  Josephine  and  of  Bonaparte’s  Domestic  Life . 

\_From  the  Same.~\ 


“  We  lived  together,”  said 
Bonaparte,  speaking  of  Josephine, 
“  like  a  private  citizen  and  his 
wife.  We  were  very  affectionate 
and  united,  having,  for  a  long 
period,  occupied  but  one  chamber 
and  one  bed.  These  are  circum¬ 
stances,”  said  the  emperor,  “  which 
exercise  great  influence  over  the 
happiness  of  a  family,  securing  the 
reputation  of  the  wife  and  the 
confidence  of  the  husband,  and 
preserving  union  and  good  conduct 
on  both  sides.  A  married  couple,” 
continued  he,  “  may  be  said  never 
to  lose  sight  of  one  another,  when 
they  pass  the  night  together ;  but 
otherwise  they  soon  become  es¬ 
tranged.  Thus,  as  long  as  this 
practice  was  continued,  none  of 
my  thoughts  or  actions  escaped  the 
notice  of  Josephine.  She  observed, 
seized  and  comprehended  every 
thing.  This  circumstance  was 
sometimes  not  altogether  without 
its  inconvenience  to  myself  and  to 
public  affairs ;  but  while  we  were 
at  the  camp  of  Boulogne,  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  ill-humour  put  an  end  to 


this  state  of  things.”  Certain  po¬ 
litical  events  which  had  occurred 
at  Vienna,  together  with  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  coalition  which  took 
place  in  1805,  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  first  consul 
throughout  the  whole  *of  the  day, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  night. 
He  retired  to  bed  not  in  very  good 
spirits,  and  he  found  Josephine  in 
a  violent  rage  at  his  long  absence. 
Jealousy  was  the  real  or  pretended 
cause  of  this  ill-humour.  Napo¬ 
leon  grew  angry  in  his  turn, 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  subjection, 
and  could  never  be  brought  to 
submit  to  it  again.  At  the  time 
of  his  second  marriage,  the  em¬ 
peror  was  fearful  lest  Maria 
Louisa,  might  exact  similar  obe¬ 
dience,  for  in  that  case  he  must 
have  yielded.  It  is  the  true  right 
and  privilege  of  a  wife,  he  ob¬ 
served. 

“  A  son  by  Josephine,”  con¬ 
tinued  the  emperor,  “  would  have 
completed  my  happiness,  “  not 
only  in  a  political  point  of  view, 
but  as  a  source  of  domestic  felicity. 
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r‘‘  As  a  political  result,  it  would 
have  secured  to  me  the  possession 
of  the  throne ;  the  French  people 
would  have  been  as  much  attached 
to  the  son  of  Josephine  as  they 
were  to  the  king  of  Rome ;  and  I 
should  not  have  set  my  foot  on  an 
abyss  covered  with  a  bed  of  flowers. 
But  how  vain  are  all  human  cal¬ 
culations  !  Who  can  pretend  to 
decide  on  what  may  lead  to  hap¬ 
piness  or  unhappiness  in  this  life  ! 

“  Still  I  cannot  help  believing 
that  such  a  pledge  of  our  union, 
would  have  proved  a  source  of 
domestic  felicity;  it  would  have 
put  an  end  to  the  jealousy  of 
Josephine,  by  which  I  was  con¬ 
tinually  harassed,  and  which,  after 
all,  was  the  offspring  of  policy 
rather  than  of  sentiment.  Jose¬ 
phine  despaired  of  having  a  child, 
and  she,  in  consequence,  looked 
forward  with  dread  to  the  future. 
She  was  well  aware,  that  no  mar¬ 
riage  is  perfect  without  children ; 
and  at  the  period  of  her  second 
nuptials,  there  was  no  longer  any 
probability  of  her  becoming  a  mo¬ 
ther.  In  proportion  as  her  fortune 
advanced,  her  alarm  increased. 
She  availed  herself  of  every  re¬ 
source  of  medicine;  and  sometimes 
almost  persuaded  herself,  that  her 
remedies  had  proved  successful. 
When  at  length  she  was  compelled 
to  renounce  ail  hope,  she  suggested 
to  her  husband  the  expediency  of 
resorting  to  a  great  political  decep¬ 
tion  ;  and  she  even  went  so  far  as 
directly  to  propose  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure. 

“  Josephine  possessed  in  an 
eminent  degree  the  taste  for 
luxury,  gaiety,  and  extravagance, 
natural  to  creoles.  It  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  regulate  her  expenditure  ; 
she  was  constantly  in  debt ;  and 
thus  there  was  always  a  grand  dis¬ 
pute  when  the  day  of  payment 


arrived.  She  was  frequently  knowd 
to  direct  her  tradesmen  to  send  in 
only  half  their  accounts.  Even  at 
the  island  of  Elba,  Josephine’s  bills 
came  pouring  in  upon  me  from  ail 
parts  of  Italy.” 

Some  one  who  knew  the  em¬ 
press  Josephine  at  Martinique, 
communicated  to  the  emperor 
many  particulars  relative  to  her 
family  and  her  youthful  days. 
During  her  childhood,  it  was 
several  times  predicted  that  she 
would  wear  a  crown.  Another 
circumstance  no  less  curious  and 
remarkable  is,  that  the  phial,  con¬ 
taining  the  holy  oil  used  at  the 
coronation  of  the  kings  of  France, 
is  said  to  have  been  broken  by 
Josephine’s  first  husband,  general 
Beauharnais,  who,  at  a  moment 
when  the  tide  of  popular  favour 
was  running  against  him,  hoped 
by  this  means  to  re-establish  his 
credit. 

A  thousand  stories  have  been 
told  and  written  respecting  the 
marriage  of  Napoleon  and  Jose¬ 
phine.  The  campaigns  of  Italy 
explain  the  circumstance,  that  first 
brought  about  their  acquaintance 
and  their  union.  After  Vende- 
miaire,  Eugene,  who  was  yet  a 
child,  presented  himself  to  general 
Bonaparte,  then  general-in-chief 
of  the  army  of  the  interior,  to  re¬ 
quest  that  his  father’s  sword  might 
be  restored  to  him.  Lemarrois, 
one  of  Napoleon’s  aides-de-camp, 
introduced  the  boy,  who,  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  beheld  his  father’s  sword, 
burst  into  tears.  The  general-in¬ 
chief  was  moved  bv  this  incident, 
and  loaded  the  child  with  caresses. 
WThen  Eugene  described  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  young  general  to  his  mo¬ 
ther,  she  lost  no  time  in  introduc¬ 
ing  herself  to  him.  cc  It  is  well 
known,”  said  the  emperor,  <c  that 
she  put  faith  in  presentiments  and 
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prophecies.  In  her  childhood,  some 
fortune-teller  had  predicted  that 
she  would  attain  splendid  rank, 
and  would  even  ascend  a  throne. 
She  moreover  possessed  a  consider¬ 
able  share  of  art ;  and  after  we 
became  acquainted,  she  frequently 
assured  me,  that  her  heart  beat, 
when  she  first  heard  Eugene 
describe  me,  and  that  she  then 
caught  a  glimpse  of  her  future 
greatness,  and  the  accomplishment 
of  the  prophecies  respecting  her 
fate. 

“  Another  peculiar  shade  in  the 
character  of  Josephine,”  said  the 
emperor,  “  was  her  constant  habit 
of  negation.  At  all  times,  and 
whatever  question  I  put  to  her, 
her  first  movement  was  negative, 
her  first  answer  No;  and  this  no,” 
continued  the  emperor,  ec  was  not 
precisely  a  falsehood,  but  merely  a 
precaution,  or  a  defence.” — “  This,” 
observed  Madame  Bertrand,  “  is  a 
characteristic  distinction  between 
our  sex  and  yours.” — “  But,  after 
all.  Madam,”  resumed  the  emperor, 
ce  this  distinction  arises  only  from 
the  difference  of  education.  You 
love,  and  you  are  taught  to  say  no; 
we,  on  the  contrary,  take  a  pride 
in  declaring  that  we  love,  whether 
we  really  do  or  not.  This  is  the 
whole  course  of  the  opposite  con¬ 
duct  of  the  two  sexes.  We  are 
not,  and  never  can  be,  similar. 

“  During  the  reign  of  terror,” 
said  the  emperor,  “  Josephine  was 
thrown  into  prison,  while  her 
husband  perished  on  the  scaffold. 
Her  son  Eugene  was  bound  an  ap¬ 
prentice  to  a  joiner,  which  trade 
he  actually  learned.  Hortense 
had  no  better  prospects.  She  was, 
if  I  mistake  not,  sent  to  learn  the 
business  of  a  sempstress.” 

Fouche  was  the  first  who 
ventured  to  touch  the  fatal  string 
of  the  imperial  divorce.  He  took 


upon  himself,  without  any  instruc¬ 
tions,  to  advise  Josephine  to  dis¬ 
solve  her  marriage  for  the  welfare 
of  France.  Napoleon,  however, 
conceived,  that  the  proper  moment 
had  not  yet  arrived.  The  step 
taken  by  Fouche,  was  a  source  of 
great  vexation  and  trouble:  it  very 
much  displeased  the  emperor;  and 
if  he  did  not  dismiss  Fouche,  at 
the  earnest  solicitation  of  Jose¬ 
phine,  it  was  because  he  had  him¬ 
self  secretly  determined  on  the 
divorce,  and  he  did  not  wish,  by 
thus  punishing  his  minister,  to 
give  any  check  to  public  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

However,  as  soon  as  the  em¬ 
peror  shewed  himself  resolved  on 
the  divorce,  Josephine  consented 
to  it.  It  cost  her,  it  is  true,  a 
severe  sacrifice  ;  but  she  submitted 
without  murmuring,  and  without 
attempting  to  avail  herself  of  those 
obstacles,  which  she  might,  how¬ 
ever  uselessly,  have  opposed  to  the 
measure.  She  conducted  herself 
with  the  utmost  grace  and  address. 
She  desired  that  the  viceroy  might 
conduct  the  proceedings,  and  she 
herself  made  offers  of  service  with 
regard  to  the  house  of  Austria. 

Josephine  would  willingly  have 
seen  Maria  Louisa.  She  frequently 
spoke  of  her  with  great  interest,  as 
well  as  of  the  young  king  of 
Rome.  Maria  Louisa,  on  her  part, 
behaved  wonderfully  well  to 
Eugene  and  Hortense ;  but  she 
manifested  the  utmost  dislike  and 
even  jealousy  of  Josephine.  "  I 
wished  one  day  to  take  her  to 
Malmaison,”  said  the  emperor ; 
“  but  she  burst  into  tears  when  I 
made  the  proposal.  She  said,  she 
did  not  object  to  my  visiting 
Josephine,  only  she  did  not  wish  to 
know  it.  But  whenever  she  sus¬ 
pected  my  intention  of  going  to 
Malmaison,  there  was  no  stratagem 
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which  she  did  not  employ  for  the 
sake  of  annoying  me.  She  never 
left  me ;  and  as  these  visits  seemed 
to  vex  her  exceedingly,  I  did  vio¬ 
lence  to  my  own  feelings  and 
scarcely  ever  went  to  Malmaison. 
Still,  however,  when  I  did  happen 
to  go,  I  was  sure  to  encounter  a 
flood  of  tears  and  a  multitude  of 
contrivances  of  every  kind.  Jose¬ 
phine  always  kept  in  view  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  wife  of  Henry  IV, 
who,  as  she  observed,  lived  in 
Paris,  visited  the  court,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  coronation  after  her 
divorce.  But  she  remarked,  that 
her  own  situation  was  still  prefer¬ 
able,  for  she  already  had  children 
of  her  own,  and  could  not  hope  to 
have  more.” 

Josephine  possessed  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  all  the  different 
shades  of  the  emperor’s  character, 
and  she  evinced  the  most  exquisite 
tact  in  turning  this  knowledge  to 
the  best  account.  “  For  example,” 
said  the  emperor,  “  she  never  so¬ 
licited  any  favour  for  Eugene,  or 
thanked  me  for  any  that  I  conferred 
on  him.  She  never  even  showed 
any  additional  complaisance  or 
assiduity  at  the  moment  when  the 
greatest  honours  were  lavished  on 
him.  Her  grand  aim  was  to  prove 
that  all  this  was  my  affair,  and  not 
her’s,  and  that  it  tended  to  my  ad¬ 
vantage.  Doubtless  she  entertained 
the  idea  that  one  day  or  other  I 
would  adopt  Eugene  as  my  suc¬ 
cessor.” 

The  emperor  said  he  was  well 
convinced  that  he  was  the  indivi¬ 
dual  whom  Josephine  loved  best 
in  all  the  world;  and  he  added 
with  a  smile,  that  he  was  sure  she 


would  have  relinquished  any  as¬ 
signation  to  attend  him.  She 
never  failed  to  accompany  him  on 
all  his  journies.  Neither  fatigue 
nor  privation  could  deter  her  from 
following  him  ;  and  she  employed 
importunity  and  even  artifice  to 
gain  her  point.  “  If  I  stepped 
into  my  carriage  at  midnight,  to 
set  out  on  the  longest  journey,  to 
my  surprise  I  found  Josephine 
already  prepared,  though  I  had 
had  no  idea  of  her  accompanying 
me.  (  But,’  I  would  say  to  her, 
f  You  cannot  possibly  go,  the 
f  journey  is  too  long,  and  will  be  too 
*  fatiguing  for  you.’ — c  Not  at  all,’ 
Josephine  would  reply.  *  Besides, 
‘  I  must  set  out  instantly.’ — f  Well, 
f  I  am  quite  ready.’ — f  But  you 
f  must  take  a  great  deal  of  luggage.’ 
— f  Oh,  no  !  every  thing  is  packed 
up;’  and  I  was  generally  obliged 
to  yield.  In  a  word,  Josephine 
rendered  her  husband  happy,  and 
constantly  proved  herself  his 
sincerest  friend.  At  all  times  and 
on  all  occasions  she  manifested  the 
most  perfect  submission  and  de¬ 
votedness  ;  and  thus  I  shall  never 
cease  to  remember  her  with  ten¬ 
derness  and  gratitude. 

“  Josephine,”  continued  the 
emperor,  ranked  the  qualities  of 
submission,  obedience  and  com¬ 
plaisance  in  her  sex,  on  a  level  with 
political  address;  and  she  often 
condemned  the  conduct  of  her 
daughter  Kortense  and  her  rela- 
tion  Stephanie,  who  lived  on  very 
bad  terms  with  their  husbands, 
frequently  indulging  in  caprice, 
and  pretending  to  assert  their  in¬ 
dependence.” 
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Defeat  of  the  Sections  of  Paris  on  the  1 3th  of  Vendemiatre , 

(Dictated  by  Bonaparte  to  Las  Cases.) 

[From  the  Same^\ 


On  the  25th  of  June,  1795, 
the  Convention  adopted  the  con¬ 
stitution,  known  under  the  title  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Year  III. 
The  government  was  intrusted  to 
five  persons,  under  the  name  of 
the  Directory  ;  the  legislature,  to 
two  councils,  called  the  Council 
of  the  Five  Hundred,  and  the 
Council  of  the  Ancients.  This 
constitution  was  submitted  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  people  called  to¬ 
gether  in  primary  assembly. 

It  was  a  prevalent  opinion,  that 
the  fall  of  the  constitution  of  179^ 
was  to  be  attributed  to  that  law  of 
the  Constituent  Assembly,  which 
excluded  its  members  from  the  le¬ 
gislature.  The  Convention  did 
not  fall  into  the  same  error ;  it  an¬ 
nexed  two  additional  laws  to  the 
constitution,  by  which  it  prescribed 
that  two-thirds  of  the  new  legis¬ 
lature  should  be  composed  of 
members  of  the  Convention,  and 
that  the  electoral  assemblies  of 
departments  should,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  have  to  elect  only  one-third 
of  the  two  councils.  The  Con¬ 
vention  farther  prescribed,  that 
these  two  additional  laws  should 
be  submitted  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  people,  as  inseparable  parts  of 
the  constitution. 

The  discontent  was  thenceforth 
general.  The  forty-eight  Sections 
of  Paris  assembled,  forming  as 
many  tribunes,  to  which  the  most 
violent  orators  immediately  has¬ 
tened  :  Laharpe,  Serizi,  Lacretelle  . 
the  younger,  Vaublanc,  Regnault, 
&c. 

The  national  guard,  too,  con¬ 
sisting  of  upwards  of  forty  thou¬ 


sand  men,  armed  and  clothed, 
shared  fully  in  the  exasperation  of 
the  Sections  against  the  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  additional  laws  were 
rejected  throughout  Paris.  The 
Sections  appeared,  one  after  ano¬ 
ther,  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention, 
and  there  warmly  declared  their 
sentiments.  The  Convention,  how¬ 
ever,  still  believed  that  all  this 
agitation  would  subside,  as  soon 
as  the  provinces  should  have  ma¬ 
nifested  their  opinion  by  accepting 
the  constitution  and  the  additional 
laws.  It  thought  this  commotion 
in  the  capital  was  like  those  riots 
so  common  in  London,  and  of 
which  instances  often  happened  at 
Rome  at  the  time  of  the  Comitia. 
It  proclaimed,  on  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  acceptance  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  additional  laws  by 
the  majority  of  the  primary  assem¬ 
blies  ;  but  on  the  following  day 
the  Sections  of  Paris  appointed 
deputies  to  form  a  central  assembly 
of  electors,  which  met  at  the 
Odeon. 

The  Convention  annulled  the 
assembly  of  the  Odeon,  declared 
it  illegal,  and  ordered  its  com¬ 
mittees  to  dissolve  it  by  force.  On 
the  10th  of  Vendemiaire  the  armed 
power  proceeded  to  the  Odeon,  and 
executed  this  order.  The  people, 
collected  in  the  place  de  1’Odeon, 
uttered  some  murmurs,  and  in¬ 
dulged  in  some  railing,  but  offered 
no  resistance. 

The  decree  of  the  Convention 
for  shutting  up  the  Odeon  excited 
the  indignation  of  all  the  Sections. 
That  of  Lepelletier,  of  which  the 
central  place  was  the  convent  of 
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the  F  files- Saint-Thomas,  appeared 
to  take  the  lead  in  this  movement. 
By  a  decree  of  the  Convention  it 
was  ordered.,  that  the  place  of  its 
sittings  should  be  closed,  the  as¬ 
sembly  dissolved,  and  the  Section 
disarmed. 

On  the  12th  of  Vendemiaire 
(3rd  October),  at  seven  or  eight 
in  the  evening,  general  Menou, 
accompanied  by  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  who  were  commis¬ 
sioners  to  the  army  of  the  interior, 
proceeded  with  a  numerous  body 
of  troops  to  the  place  of  meeting 
of  the  Section  Lepelletier,  to  carry 
into  execution  the  decree  of  the 
Convention.  The  infantry,  ca¬ 
valry,  and  artillery  were  all 
crowded  together  in  the  rue 
Vivienne,  at  the  extremity  of 
which  is  the  convent  of  the  Filles- 
Saint-Thomas.  The  Seciionaries 
occupied  the  windows  of  the  houses 
of  this  street ;  several  of  their 
battalions  drew  up  in  order  of 
battle  in  the  court  of  the  convent, 
and  the  military  force,  which  ge¬ 
neral  Menou  commanded,  found 
itself  compromised. 

The  committee  of  the  Section 
had  declared  itself  a  representation 
of  the  sovereign  people,  in  the  ex¬ 
ercise  of  its  functions ;  it  refused 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  and  after  spending  an  hour 
in  useless  negotiations,  general 
Menou  and  the  commissioners  of 
the  Convention  withdrew,  by  a 
species  of  capitulation,  without 
having  dispersed  or  disarmed  the 
meeting. 

The  Section,  thus  victorious, 
declared  itself  permanent ;  sent 
deputations  to  all  the  other  Sec¬ 
tions  ;  boasted  its  success,  and  has¬ 
tened  the  organization  necessarv 
for  securing  the  success  of  its  re- 
sistance.  Preparations  commenced 
for  the  13th  of  Vendemiaire. 


General  Bonaparte,  who  had 
been  for  some  months  attached  to 
the  directors  of  the  movements  of 
the  French  armies,  was  in  a  box 
at  the  theatre  Feydeau,  when  some 
of  his  friends  informed  him  of  the 
singular  events  that  were  passing. 
He  was  curious  to  witness  the 
particulars  of  so  grand  a  spectacle. 
Seeing  the  Conventional  troops  re¬ 
pulsed,  he  hastened  to  the  assem¬ 
bly  to  observe  the  effect  of  this 
intelligence,  and  to  trace  the  de- 
velopements  and  character  which 
would  there  be  given  to  it. 

The  Convention  was  in  the 
greatest  agitation.  The  represen¬ 
tatives  with  the  army,  in  order  to 
exculpate  themselves,  loudly  ac¬ 
cused  Menou.  The  consequences 
of  his  want  of  skill  were  ascribed 
to  treason.  He  was  placed  under 
arrest. 

Various  representatives  then 
appeared  at  the  tribune ;  they  de¬ 
scribed  the  extent  of  the  danger. 
The  news  which  every  moment 
arrived  from  the  Sections,  showed, 
but  too  plainly,  how  great  the 
peril  actually  was.  Every  member 
recommended  the  general  who  pos¬ 
sessed  his  confidence.  Those  who 
had  been  at  Toulon,  and  with  the 
army  of  Italy,  and  the  members 
of  the  committee  of  Public  Safety, 
who  were  in  daily  communication 
with  Napoleon,  proposed  him  as 
more  capable  than  any  other  per¬ 
son,  from  the  promptness  of  his 
coup-d’ceil ,  and  the  energy  of  his 
character,  of  bringing  them  safely 
through  the  present  danger.  Mes¬ 
sengers  were  sent  into  the  city  to 
seek  him. 

Napoleon,  who  had  heard  all 
that  had  been  said,  and  knew  what 
was  in  agitation,  deliberated  with 
himself  more  than  half  an  hour  on 
the  course  most  eligible  for  him  to 
pursue.  A  deadly  war  was  break- 
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ing  out  between  the  Convention 
and  Paris.  Would  it  he  prudent  to 
declare  himself- — to  speak  in  the 
name  of  all  France?  Who  would 
dare  to  enter  the  lists  alone  as 
the  champion  of  the  Convention  ? 
Victory  itself  would  he  attended 
with  a  degree  of  odium,,  whilst 
defeat  would  devote  the  unsuc¬ 
cessful  combatant  to  the  eternal 
execration  of  future  generations. 

Why  thus  devote  himself  to  be 
the  scape-goat  of  crimes  to  which 
he  had  been  a  stranger  ?  Why  vo¬ 
luntarily  expose  himself  to  add.,  in 
a  few  hours,  one  more  to  the  list 
of  those  names  which  men  shudder 
to  pronounce  ? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
Convention  should  sink,  what 
would  become  of  the  great  truths 
of  our  Revolution  ?  Our  numerous 
victories,  our  blood  so  often  shed, 
would  then  be  only  disgraceful 
actions.  The  foreigner,  whom  we 
had  often  vanquished,  would 
triumph,  and  load  us  with  his  con¬ 
tempt  ;  an  insolent  unnatural 
crew  would  re-appear  triumphant ; 
would  renroach  us  with  our  crimes : 

JL 

would  indulge  their  revenge,  and 
rule  us,  like  helots,  by  foreign 
force. 

Thus  the  defeat  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  would  place  a  victorious 
crown  on  the  brows  of  the  fo¬ 
reigner,  and  seal  the  disgrace  and 
slavery  of  the  nation. 

This  sentiment — the  ardour  of 
five  and  twenty — confidence  in  his 
own  powers  and  his  destiny,  pre¬ 
vailed.  He  made  up  his  mind,  and 
went  to  the  committee,  to  which  he 
represented  with  energy,  the  im¬ 
possibility  of  directing  so  important 
an  operation,  while  subject  to  the 
interference  of  three  representa¬ 
tives,  who,  in  fact,  exercised  all 
power,  and  impeded  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  general.  He  added. 


that  he  had  witnessed  all  the  pro-* 
ceedings  of  the  rue  Vivienne ; 
that  the  commissioners  had  been 
chiefly  to  blame,  and  had,  never-* 
theless,  acted  the  part  of  accusers 
in  the  assembly  with  triumphant 
success. 

Struck  with  these  arguments, 
but  unable  to  deprive  the  com¬ 
missioners  of  their  functions  with¬ 
out  a  long  discussion  in  the  as¬ 
sembly,  the  committee,  to  conci¬ 
liate  matters,  for  they  had  no  time 
to  lose,  resolved  to  select  the  ge¬ 
neral  from  the  assembly  itself. 
With  this  view,  it  proposed  Barras 
to  the  Convention,  as  general-in¬ 
chief,  and  gave  the  command  under 
him  to  Napoleon,  who  thus  found 
himself  relieved  from  the  three 
commissioners,  without  their  hav~ 
ing  any  thing  to  complain  of. 

As  soon  as  Napoleon  found 
himself  invested  with  the  command 
of  the  forces  destined  to  protect 
the  Assembly,  he  went  to  one  of 
the  cabinets  of  the  Tuileries, 
where  Menou  remained,  to  obtain 
from  him  the  necessary  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  the  force  and  position 
of  the  troops  and  artillery.  The 
army  consisted  of  only  five  thou¬ 
sand  soldiers  of  all  descriptions, 
with  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  then 
at  the  Sablons,  guarded  by  fifteen 
men  :  it  was  an  hour  after  mid¬ 
night.  Napoleon  instantly  des¬ 
patched  a  major  of  the  21st  light 
horse  (Murat)  with  three  hundred 
cavalry,  to  proceed,  with  all  pos¬ 
sible  expedition,  to  the  Sablons, 
and  bring  off  the  artillery  to  the 
garden  of  the  Tuileries.  One 
moment  more  would  have  been 
too  late.  This  officer,  on  arriving 
at  the  Sablons  at  two  o’clock,  fell 
in  with  the  head  of  a  column 
of  the  Section  Lepelletier,  come 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the 
artillery ;  but  his  troops  being 
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cavalry,  and  the  ground  a  plain, 
the  Section  retreated ;  and  at  six 
in  the  morning  the  forty  guns  en¬ 
tered  the  Tuileries. 

From  six  o’clock  to  nine,  Napo¬ 
leon  visited  all  the  posts,  and 
placed  his  artillery  at  the  head 
of  the  Pont  Louis  XVI,  of  the 
Pont  Royal,  of  the  rue  de  Rohan, 
at  the  Cul-de-sac  Dauphin,  in  the 
rue  St.  Honore,  at  the  Pont 
Tournant,  &c.  He  intrusted  the 
custody  of  the  guns  to  officers 
worthy  of  confidence.  All  the 
matches  were  lighted,  and  the 
whole  of  the  little  army  was  dis¬ 
tributed  at  the  different  posts,  or 
in  reserve  at  the  garden,  and  the 
Place  Carrousel.  The  generale 
beat  throughout  Paris,  and  the 
national  guards  formed  at  all  the 
debouches  ;  thus  surrounding  the 
palace  and  gardens.  Their  drums 
carried  their  insolence  so  far  as  to 
come  and  beat  the  generale  on  the 
Carrousel,  and  the  Place  Louis 
XV. 

The  danger  was  imminent. 
Forty  thousand  national  guards 
well  armed  and  trained,  presented 
themselves  as  the  enemies  of  the 
Convention :  the  troops  of  the 
line  intrusted  with  its  defence  were 
few  in  number,  and  might  easily 
be  brought  over  by  the  sentiments 
of  the  population  which  surround¬ 
ed  them.  The  Convention,  in 
order  to  increase  its  forces,  armed 
1,500  individuals  called  the  Pa¬ 
triots  of  1789-  They  were  men, 
who,  after  the  9th  of  Thermidor, 
had  lost  their  employments  and 
quitted  their  departments,  where 
they  were  persecuted  by  public 
opinion.  Three  battalions  were 
formed  of  them,  which  were  placed 
under  the  command  of  general 
Berruyer.  These  men  fought  with 
the  greatest  valour.  Their  ex¬ 
ample  influenced  the  troops  of  the 


line,  and  they  were  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  success  of  this 
day. 

A  committee  of  forty  members, 
composed  of  the  committees  of 
Public  Safety  and  General  Secu¬ 
rity,  directed  all  affairs.  Cam- 
baceres  was  president :  they  dis¬ 
cussed  much,  and  decided  nothing ; 
while  the  pressure  of  the  danger 
increased  every  moment. 

Some  were  desirous  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  receive  the  secti- 
onaries  as  the  Roman  senators  re¬ 
ceived  the  Gauls.  Others  were 
desirous  that  the  assembly  should 
retire  to  Caesar’s  camp  at  the 
heights  of  Saint-Cloud,  there  to 
be  joined  by  the  army  of  the  coasts 
of  the  ocean.  Others  wished  de¬ 
putations  to  be  sent  to  all  the 
forty-eight  Sections,  to  make  vari¬ 
ous  propositions  to  them.  During 
these  vain  discussions,  at  two  in  the 
afternoon,  a  man  named  Lafond 
debouched  on  the  Pont  Neuf, 
coming  from  the  Section  Lepel- 
letier  at  the  head  of  three  or  four 
battalions ;  whilst  another  column 
of  the  same  force  advanced  from 
the  Odeon  to  meet  them.  They 
joined  in  the  Place  Dauphine. 

General  Cartaux,  who  had  been 
stationed  at  Pont  Neuf  with  400 
men  and  four  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  orders  to  defend  the  two  sides 
of  the  bridge,  abandoned  his  post, 
and  fell  back  under  the  wickets. 
At  the  same  time  a  battalion  of 
the  national  guard  occupied  the 
garden  of  the  Infanta :  they  pro¬ 
fessed  to  be  well  affected  towards 


the  Convention,  and  nevertheless 
seized  on  this  post  without  orders* 
On  another  side  Saint-Roeh,  the 
theatre  Fran^ais,  and  the  hotel 
Noailles,  were  occupied  in  force 
by  the  national  guard,  d  he  oppo¬ 
site  posts  were  not  more  than  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  yards  asunder. 
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The  8ectionari.es  every  moment 
sent  women,  or  advanced  them¬ 
selves,  unarmed,  and  waving  their 
hats  over  their  heads,  to  fraternize 
with  the  troops  of  the  line. 

Matters  grew  worse  every  mo¬ 
ment.  At  three  o'clock,  Danican, 
general  of  the  Sections,  sent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  summon  the  Conven¬ 
tion  to  dismiss  the  troops  which 
threatened  the  people,  and  to  dis¬ 
arm  the  Terrorists.  This  mes¬ 
senger  traversed  the  posts  blind¬ 
folded,  with  all  the  forms  of  war. 
He  was  thus  introduced  into  the 
midst  of  the  committee  of  the  forty, 
in  which  he  caused  a  great  sensa¬ 
tion  by  his  threats.  He  was  sent 
back  towards  four  o’clock.  The 
night  was  coming  on,  and  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  darkness 
must  be  favourable  to  the  Sections, 
considering  their  great  number. 
They  might  creep  from  house  to 
house  into  all  the  avenues  of  the 
T uileries,  already  strictly  blockaded. 
About  the  same  time  seven  hundred 
muskets,  belts,  and  cartridge-boxes 
were  brought  into  the  hall  of  the 
Convention  to  arm  the  members 
themselves  as  a  corps-de-reserve, 
which  alarmed  many  of  them,  who 
had  not  until  then  comprehended 
the  magnitude  of  the  danger  in 
which  they  stood. 

At  length,  at  a  quarter  after 
four,  some  muskets  were  discharged 
from  the  hotel  de  Noailles,  into 
which  the  Sectionaries  had  intro¬ 
duced  themselves ;  the  balls  reach¬ 
ed  the  steps  of  the  Tuileries.  At 
the  same  instant,  Lafond’s  column 
debouched  by  the  quay  Voltaire, 
marching  over  the  Pont  Royal. 
The  batteries  were  then  ordered 
to  fire.  An  eight-pounder,  at  the 
Cul-de-sac  Dauphin,  commenced 
the  fire,  and  served  as  a  signal  to 
all  the  posts — After  several  dis¬ 
charges,  Saint-  Roch  was  carried  : 


Lafond’s  column,  the  head  and 
flank  of  which  were  both  exposed 
to  the  cannonade  from  the  quay, 
at  the  point  of  the  Louvre  wicket, 
and  from  the  head  of  Pont  Royal, 
was  routed.  The  rue  Saint- 
Honore,  the  rue  Saint-Florentin, 
and  the  adjacent  places,  were 
swept  by  the  guns.  About  a  hun¬ 
dred  men  attempted  to  make  a 
stand  at  the  theatre  de  la  Repub- 
lique ;  a  few  shells  from  the 
howitzers  dislodged  them  in  an 
instant.  At  six  o’clock  all  was 
over. 

If  a  few  cannon  were  heard  at 
long  intervals  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  it  was  to  prevent  the  barri¬ 
cades  which  some  inhabitants  had 
attempted  to  form  with  casks. 

There  were  about  two  hundred 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of 
the  Sectionaries,  and  nearly  as 
many  on  the  side  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  latter, 
at  the  gates  of  Saint- Roch. 

The  Section  of  the  Quinze- 
Vingts,  faubourg  St. -Antoine,  was 
the  only  one  that  took  part  with 
the  Convention ;  it  furnished  250 
men  :  so  completely  had  the  late 
political  oscillations  of  this  body 
alienated  all  classes  from  it.  The 
Faubourgs,  however,  if  they  did 
not  rise  in  favour  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  certainly  did  not  act  against 
it.  It  is  untrue,  that,  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  action,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  fire  with 
powder  only ;  that  would  only 
have  served  to  embolden  the  Sec¬ 
tionaries,  and  to  endanger  the 
troops ;  but  it  is  a  fact,  that  when 
once  they  were  engaged,  and  suc¬ 
cess  had  ceased  to  be  doubtful, 
they  fired  without  ball. 

Some  assemblages  still  continu¬ 
ing  to  take  place  in  the  Section 
Lepelietier,  on  the  14th  in  the 
morning  some  columns  debouched 
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against  them  by  the  Boulevards, 
the  rue  Richelieu,  and  the  Palais 
Royal.  Some  cannon  had  been 
placed  in  the  principal  avenues. 
The  Sectionaries  were  promptly 
dislodged,  and  the  rest  of  the  day 
was  employed  in  going  over  the 
city,  visiting  the  chief  houses  of 
the  Sections,  gathering  in  arms, 
and  reading  proclamations.  In 
the  evening  order  was  completely 
restored,  and  Paris  was  once  more 
perfectly  quiet. 

After  this  great  event,  when 
the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  in¬ 
terior  were  presented  in  a  body  to 
the  Convention,  the  members,  by 
acclamation,  appointed  Bonaparte 
general-in-chief  of  this  army ; 
Barras  being  no  longer  allowed  to 
unite  the  title  of  representative 
of  the  people  with  military  func¬ 
tions. 

General  Menou  was  delivered 
over  to  a  council  of  war :  his  death 
was  required.  The  general-in- 
ehief  saved  him  by  telling  the 


judges,  that  if  Menou  deserved 
death,  the  three  representatives 
who  had  directed  the  operations 
and  parleyed  with  the  Sectionaries, 
merited  the  same  punishment : 
that  the  Convention  ought  to 
bring  its  three  members  to  trial 
before  it  proceeded  against  Menou. 
The  corporate  spirit  prevailed  over 
the  voices  of  Menou’s  enemies. 

The  same  commission  condemned 
several  individuals  to  death,  in 
contumacy,  amongst  others  Vau- 
blanc.  Lafond  was  the  only  person 
executed.  This  young  man  had 
evinced  great  courage  in  the 
action ;  the  head  of  his  column, 
on  the  Pont  Royal,  formed  again 
three  times  under  the  fire  of 
grape-shot,  before  it  entirely  gave 
way.  He  was  an  emigrant ;  there 
was  no  possibility  of  saving  him, 
however  it  might  have  been  wish¬ 
ed  to  do  so :  his  imprudent  an¬ 
swers  constantly  defeated  the  good 
intention  of  his  judges. 


Anecdotes  of  the  Conferences  at  Tilsit. 
^From  the  Same.~\ 


Napoleon  remarked,  that,  had 
the  queen  of  Prussia  arrived  at 
the  commencement  of  the  nego- 
ciations  at  Tilsit,  she  might  have 
exercised  considerable  influence 
with  respect  to  the  result.  Hap¬ 
pily  she  arrived,  when  they  were 
sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  the 
emperor  to  decide  upon  their  con¬ 
clusion  four  and  twenty  hours 
afterwards.  The  king,  it  was 
thought,  had  prevented  her  early 
appearance,  in  consequence  of  a 
rising  jealousy  against  a  great 
personage,  which  was  confidently 
stated,  said  the  emperor,  “  not  to 
have  been  destitute  of  some  slight 
ground.” 

Vol.  LXIV. 


The  moment  of  her  arrival  the 
emperor  paid  her  a  visit.  “  The 
queen  of  Prussia,”  said  he,  “  had 
been  very  beautiful,  but  she  was 
beginning  to  lose  some  of  the 
charms  of  her  youth.” 

The  emperor  declared,  that  the 
queen  received  him  like  Mademoi¬ 
selle  Duchesnois  in  the  character 
of  Chimene,  thrown  back  into  a 
grand  attitude,  demanding,  calling 
aloud  for  justice.  In  one  word,  it 
was  altogether  a  theatrical  scene ; 
the  representation  was  truly  tragic. 
He  was  unable  to  speak  for  an 
instant,  and  thought  the  only  way 
of  extricating  himself  was  that  of 
bringing  back  the  business  to  the 
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tone  of  regular  comedy.,  which  he 
attempted  by  presenting  her  with 
a  chair,  and  gently  forcing  her 
to  be  seated.  She  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  discontinue  the  most  pathetic 
expressions.  “  Prussia,”  she  ex¬ 
claimed,  cc  had  been  blindfolded 
with  respect  to  her  power  —  she 
had  dared  to  contend  with  a  hero, 
to  oppose  herself  to  the  destinies 
of  France,  to  neglect  his  auspici¬ 
ous  friendship  ;  she  was  deservedly 
punished  for  it.  The  glory  of  the 
great  Frederic,  his  memory,  and 
his  inheritance  had  puffed  up  the 
pride  of  Prussia,  and  had  caused 
her  ruin  !  &c.  &c.”  She  solicited, 
supplicated,  implored.  Magde- 
burgh,  in  particular,  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  her  efforts  and  wishes.  The 
emperor  kept  his  ground  as  well  as 
he  could.  Fortunately,  the  husband 
made  his  appearance.  The  queen 
reproved,  with  an  expressive  look, 
the  unseasonable  interruption,  and 
shewed  some  pettishness.  In  fact, 
the  king  attempted  to  take  part  in 
the  conversation,  spoiled  the  whole 
affair,  and  ee  I  was,”  said  the  em¬ 
peror,  “  set  at  liberty.” 

The  emperor  entertained  the 
queen  at  dinner.  tc  She  played  off!,” 
said  he,  “  all  her  wit  against  me ; 
she  had  a  great  deal :  all  her 
manners,  which  were  very  fasci¬ 
nating  ;  all  her  coquetry ;  she  was 
not  without  charms.  But  I  was 
determined  not  to  yield.  I  found 
it  necessary,  however,  to  keep  a 
great  command  over  myself,  that 
I  might  continue  exempt  from  all 
kind  of  engagement,  and  every 
expression,  which  might  be  taken 
in  a  doubtful  sense ;  and  the  more 
so,  because  I  was  carefully  watch¬ 
ed,  and  peculiarly  by  Alexander.” 

An  instant  before  dinner,  Na¬ 
poleon  took  a  very  beautiful  rose 
from  a  flower-stand,  which  he  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  queen.  She  at  first 


expressed  by  the  motion  of  her 
hand  a  kind  of  prepared  refusal ; 
but  suddenly  recollecting  herself, 
she  said ;  Yes,  but  at  least  with 
Magdeburgh.  The  emperor  re¬ 
plied,  “  But  .  I  shall  observe 

to  your  majesty,  that  it  is  I  who 
present,  and  you,  who  are  about  to 
receive  it.”  The  dinner  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  passed  over 
in  that  manner. 

The  queen  was  seated  at  table 
between  the  two  emperors,  who 
rivalled  each  other  in  gallantry. 
She  was  placed  near  Alexander’s 
best  ear ;  with  one  he  can  scarcely 
hear.  The  evening  .came,  and  the 
queen  having  retired,  the  emperor, 
who  had  shown  the  most  engaging 
attentions  to  his  guests,  but,  who 
had,  at  the  same  time,  been  often 
driven  to  an  extremity,  resolved 
to  come  to  a  point.  He  sent  for 
M.  de  Talleyrand,  and  prince 
Kourakin,  talked  big  to  them,  and 
letting  fly,  continued  he,  some 
hard  words,  observed,  that,  after 
all,  a  woman  and  a  piece  of  gal¬ 
lantry  ought  not  to  alter  a  system 
conceived  for  the  destiny  of  a  great 
people,  and  that  he  insisted  upon 
the  immediate  conclusion  of  the 
negociations  and  the  signing  of  the 
treaty ;  which  took  place  according 
to  his  orders.  “  Thus,”  said  he, 
"  the  queen  of  Prussia’s  conversation 
advanced  the  treaty  by  a  week  or  a 
fortnight.”  The  queen  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  renew  her  attacks  the  next 
day,  and  was  indignant,  when  she 
heard  that  the  treaty  was  signed. 
She  wept  a  great  deal,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  see  the  emperor  Napo¬ 
leon  no  more.  She  would  not 
accept  a  second  invitation  to 
dinner.  Alexander  was  himself” 
obliged  to  prevail  upon  her.  She 
complained  most  bitterly,  and 
maintained,  that  Napoleon  had 
broken  his  word.  But  Alexander 
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had  been  always  present.  He  had 
even  been  a  dangerous  witness, 
ready  to  give  evidence  of  the 
slightest  action  or  word  on  the 
part  of  Napoleon  in  her  favour. 
“  He  has  made  you  no  promise,” 
was  his  observation  to  her ;  “if 
you  can  prove  the  contrary,  I  here 
pledge  myself  as  between  man  and 
man  to  make  him  keep  his  pro¬ 
mise,  and  he  will  do  so,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced.” — “  But  he  has  given  me 

to  understand,”  said  she,  . 

“  No,”  replied  Alexander,  “  and 
you  have  nothing  to  reproach  him 
with.”  She  came  at  length.  Na¬ 
poleon,  who  had  no  longer  any  oc¬ 
casion  to  be  on  his  guard  against 
her,  redoubled  his  attentions.  She 
played  off,  for  a  few  moments,  the 
airs  of  an  offended  coquette,  and 
when  the  dinner  was  over,  and 
she  was  about  to  retire,  Napoleon 
presented  his  hand,  and  conducted 
her  to  the  middle  of  the  staircase, 
where  he  stopped.  She  squeezed 
his  hand,  and  said  with  a  kind  of 
tenderness  ;  “  Is  it  possible,  that 
after  having  had  the  honour  of 
being  so  near  to  the  hero  of  the 
century  and  of  history,  he  will  not 
leave  me  the  power  and  satisfaction 
of  being  enabled  to  assure  him, 
that  he  has  attached  me  to  him 
for  life?” — “  Madam,”  replied  the 
emperor,  in  a  serious  tone,  “  I  am 
to  be  pitied ;  it  is  the  result  of  my 
unhappy  stars.  He  then  took 
leave  of  her.  When  she  reached 
her  carriage,  she  threw  herself 
into  it  in  tears ;  sent  for  Duroc, 
whom  she  highly  esteemed,  re¬ 
newed  all  her  complaints  to  him, 
and  said,  pointing  to  the  palace ; 
“  There  is  a  place  in  which  I  have 
been  cruelly  deceived  !” 

“  The  queen  of  Prussia,”  said 
the  emperor,  “  was  unquestionably 
gifted  with  many  happy  resources ; 
she  possessed  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 


formation,  and  had  many  excellent 
capabilities.  It  was  she,  who 
really  reigned  for  more  than  fifteen 
years.  She  also,  in  spite  of  my 
dexterity,  and  all  my  exertions, 
took  the  lead  in  con  versation,  and 
constantly  maintained  the  ascen¬ 
dancy.  She  touched,  perhaps,  too 
often  upon  her  favourite  topic,  but 
she  did  so,  however,  with  great 
plausibility,  and  without  giving 
the  slightest  cause  of  uneasiness. 
It  must  be  confessed  that  she  had 
an  important  object  in  view,  and 
that  the  time  was  short  and  pre¬ 
cious.” 

“  One  of  the  high  contracting 
parties,”  said  the  emperor,  “  had 
frequently  assured  her,  that  she 
ought  to  have  come  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  or  not  at  all ;  and  observed, 
that,  for  his  part,  he  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  in¬ 
duce  her  to  come  at  once.  It  was 
suspected,”  continued  the  emperor, 
“  that  he  had  a  personal  motive 
to  gratify  by  her  coming ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  the  husband  had  a 
motive  equally  personal  in  opposing 
it.”  Napoleon  believed  him  to 
have  been  very  kind  and  a  sincere 
friend  in  the  business. 

Almost  every  day  at  Tilsit,  the 
two  emperors  and  the  king  rode 
out  on  horseback  together,  but 
said  Napoleon,  “  the  latter  was 
always  awkward  and  unlucky.” 
The  Prussians  felt  it  very  visibly. 
Napoleon  was  constantly  between 
the  two  sovereigns  ;  but  either  the 
king  fell  behind,  or  jostled  and  in¬ 
commoded  Napoleon.  He  shewed 
the  same  awkwardness  on  their 
return :  the  two  emperors  dis¬ 
mounted  in  an  instant,  and  took 
each  other  by  the  hand  to  go  up 
stairs  together.  But  as  the  honours 
were  done  by  Napoleon,  he  could 
not  enter  without  first  seeing  the 
king  pass.  It  was  sometimes  ne- 
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cessary  to  wait  for  him  a  long 
time,  and  as  the  weather  was 
often  rainy,  it  happened  that  the 
two  emperors  got  wet  on  the 
king’s  account,  to  the  great  dissa¬ 
tisfaction  of  all  the  spectators. 

“  This  awkwardness,”  said  the 
emperor,  “  was  the  more  glaring, 
as  Alexander  is  in  possession  of  all 
the  graces,  and  equal,  in  elegance 
of  manners,  to  the  most  polished 
and  amiable  ornaments  of  our 
Parisian  drawing-rooms.  The 
latter  was  at  times  so  tired  of  his 
companion,  who  seemed  lost  in 
his  own  sorrows,  or  in  some  other 
cause,  that  we  mutually  agreed  on 
breaking  up  our  common  meeting 
to  get  rid  of  him.  We  separated 
immediately  after  dinner,  under 
the  pretence  of  some  particular 
business;  hut  Alexander  and  I 
met  shortly  afterwards  to  take  tea 
with  one  another,  and  we  then 
continued  in  conversation  until 
midnight,  and  even  beyond  it.” 

Alexander  and  Napoleon  met 
again  some  time  after  at  Erfurt, 
and  exchanged  the  most  striking 
testimonies  of  affection.  Alexander 
expressed  with  earnestness  the  sen¬ 
timents  of  tender  friendship  and 
real  admiration  which  he  enter¬ 
tained  for  Napoleon.  They  passed 
some  days  together  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  charms  of  perfect  in¬ 
timacy  and  of  the  most  familiar 
communications  of  private  life. 
“  We  were,”  said  the  emperor, 
“  two  young  men  of  quality,  who, 
in  their  common  pleasures,  had  no 
secret  from  each  other.” 

Napoleon  had  sent  for  the  most 
distinguished  performers  of  the 
French  theatre.  A  celebrated 
actress.  Mademoiselle  B - ,  at¬ 

tracted  the  attention  of  his  guest, 
who  had  a  momentary  fancy  to 
get  acquainted  with  her.  He 
asked  his  companion  whether  any 


inconvenience  was  likely  to  he  the 
result.  “  None,”  answered  the 
latter ;  “  only,”  added  he,  inten¬ 
tionally,  “  it  is  a  certain  and  rapid 
mode  of  making  yoqrself  known 
to  all  Paris.  After  to-morrow, 
post-day,  the  most  minute  details 
will  he  dispatched,  and  in  a  short 
time,  not  a  statuary  at  Paris  hut 
will  he  qualified  to  give  a  model  of 
your  person  from  head  to  foot.” 
The  danger  of  such  a  kind  of  pub¬ 
licity  appeased  the  monarch’s  rising 
passion ;  “  for,”  observed  Napo¬ 

leon,  “  he  was  very  circumspect 
with  regard  to  that  point,  and  he 
recollected  no  doubt  the  old  adage, 
when  the  mask  falls,  the  hero  dis¬ 
appears.” 

The  emperor  assured  us,  that, 
had  it  been  his  wish,  Alexander 
would  certainly  have  given  him 
his  sister  in  marriage,  his  politics 
would  have  dictated  the  match, 
even  had  his  inclination  been 
against  it.  He  was  petrified  when 
he  heard  of  the  marriage  with 
Austria,  and  exclaimed  —  “  This 
consigns  me  to  my  native  forests.” 
If  he  seemed  at  first  to  shift  about, 
it  was  because  some  time  was  ne¬ 
cessary  to  enable  him  to  come  to  a 
decision.  His  sister  was  very 
young,  and  the  consent  of  his  mo¬ 
ther  was  requisite.  This  was 
settled  by  Paul’s  will,  and  the 
empress  mother  was  one  of  Napo¬ 
leon’s  greatest  enemies.  She  was 
also  the  dupe  of  all  the  absurdi¬ 
ties,  all  the  ridiculous  stories 
which  had  been  circulated  on  his 
personal  account.  “  How,”  she 
exclaimed,  “  can  I  ma^rry  my 
daughter  to  a  man  who  is  unfit  to 
he  any  one’s  husband  ?  Shall  ano¬ 
ther  man  take  possession  of  my 
daughter’s  bed,  if  it  be  necessary, 
that  she  should  have  children  ? 
She  is  not  formed  for  such  a  fate.” 
—  “  Mother,”  said  Alexander, 
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“  can  you  be  so  credulous  as  to 
believe  the  calumnies  of  London 
and  the  insinuations  of  the  saloons 
of  Paris  ?  If  that  be  the  only  dif¬ 
ficulty,  if  it  be  that  alone  which 
gives  you  pain,  I  answer  for  him, 
and  many  others  have  it  in  their 
power  to  answer  for  him  with 
me” 

“  If  Alexanders  affection  for 
me  was  sincere/’  said  the  emperor, 
“  it  was  alienated  from  me  by  the 
force  of  intrigue.  Certain  persons, 
M - ,  or  others  at  the  instiga¬ 
tion  of  T - ,  lost  no  seasonable 


opportunity  of  mentioning  in¬ 
stances  of  my  turning  him  into 
ridicule,  and  they  assured  him,  that 
at  Tilsit  and  Erfurt,  he  no  sooner 
turned  his  back  than  I  took  my 
opportunity  of  laughing  at  his 
expense.  Alexander  is  very  sus¬ 
ceptible,  and  they  must  have 
easily  soured  his  mind.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  made  bitter  com¬ 
plaints  of  it  at  Vienna  during  the 
congress,  and  yet  nothing  was 
more  false  ;  he  pleased  me,  and  I 
loved  him.” 
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TRAVELS,  MANNERS, 
STATISTICS,  &c. 


ACCOUNT  OF  ETHIOPIA, 


Being  the  Substance  of  the  “  Journal  of  a  Visit  to  some  Parts  of 
Ethiopia.  By  George  Wciddington,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  Barnard, 
Hanbury.” 


THAT  part  of  Ethiopia  or 
Nubia,  which  lies  between 
the  Cataracts,  has  been  long  ex¬ 
plored  and  described  by  various 
travellers :  hut  little  or  nothing 
has  been  known  of  the  space  that 
separates  Sennaar  from  the  second 
cataract.  Immediately  above  this 
cataract  a  district  commences, 
called  Batn  el  Hadjar,  which  ex¬ 
tends  to  about  21°  of  north  lati¬ 
tude  :  Sukkot  is  the  name  given  to 
the  next  50  miles ;  and  after  that 
comes  Dar  Mahass,  which  stretches 
about  60  miles  from  north  to  south. 
Dongola  adjoins  to  Dar  Mahass. 
It  extends  in  a  southerly  direction 
up  to  a  point  a  little  below  18° 
north  latitude,  then  bends  to  the 
east,  always  following  the  course 
of  the  Nile,  and  terminates  where 
the  great  bend  of  that  river  forces 
t!  o  traveller,  who  traces  its  course 
upwards,  to  journey  towards  the 
north.  Dar  Sheygy'a  is  the  name 
given  to  the  district  through  which 
the  Nile  flows  from  north  to  south: 
and  Berber  and  Shendy  fill  up  the 


space  between  Dar  Sheygya  and 
Sennaar. 

A  Frenchman  of  the  name  of 
Poncet,  in  proceeding  from  the 
greater  Oasis  to  Sennaar,  traversed 
part  of  Dongola  in  I698.  A  few 
years  ago,  the  lamented  Burck- 
hardt  penetrated  as  far  as  Tinareh, 
which  is  situated  in  Dar  Mahass, 
in  about  20°  north  latitude.  The 
observations  of  the  former  are  ex¬ 
tremely  meagre  ;  and  it  was  only  a 
small  part  of  the  country  that 
came  under  the  eye  of  the  latter 
accomplished  traveller.  Mr.  Wad- 
dington  and  Mr.  Hanbury,  towards 
the  end  of  1821,  visited  these  re¬ 
gions  ;  and  to  them  we  are  indebted 
for  a  minute  account  of  an  exten¬ 
sive  tract  altogether  new  to  Euro¬ 
pean  touri$ts  and  readers. 

The  districts  which  we  have 
mentioned,  exhibit,  amidst  a  few 
minor  diversities,  considerable 
sameness  of  aspect.  The  Nile,  as 
it  flows  through  them,  is  divided 
from  time  to  time  into  branches 
which  afterwards  re-unite,  so  as  to 
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inclose  in  its  waters  many  verdant 
isles  and  islets,  which  attract  inha¬ 
bitants  both  by  the  abundance  of 
their  productions,  and  by  the  secu¬ 
rity  they  afford  against  the  depre¬ 
dations  of  the  wandering  tribes  of 
the  desert.  Along  one  or  both  of 
the  banks,  and  more  frequently 
along  the  eastern  than  along  the 
western,  there  generally  extends  a 
fertile  and  cultivated  slip  of 
ground,  sometimes  spreading,  es¬ 
pecially  in  Dongola,  to  a  consider¬ 
able  breadth  ;  at  other  times  very 
much  compressed,  or  even  entirely 
interrupted,  by  rocks  and  encroach¬ 
ing  sands.  To  the  right  and  to 
the  left  of  this,  all  is  dreary 
desolation,  a  wide  expanse  of  sand 
frequented  only  by  the  predatory 
Arab,  where  the  eye  seeks  in  vain 
for  any  thing  more  cheering  to  rest 
upon,  than  the  dark  or  yellowish 
tints  of  naked  mountains  in  the 
back  ground. 

The  population  of  the  Batn  el 
Hadjar,  Sukkot,  Mahass,  and  Don¬ 
gola,  is  Nubian.  The  women  are 
generally  naked,  except  a  covering 
round  the  waist ;  and  do  net  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  made  a  favourable 
impression  on  Mr.  W.,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  prepossession  in  favour 
of  black,  which  he  thinks,  or  at 
least  thought,  the  finest  colour  for 
a  human  being.  In  speaking  they 
use  much  gesticulation  :  when  they 
mean  to  be  emphatic,  they  sharpen 
their  voice  to  shrillness:  and  to  en¬ 
force  what  has  been  said,  the  shrill 
sounds  are  re-echoed  by  the  other 
females  present,  even  though  they 
should  have  taken  no  share  in  the 
previous  conversation.  They  are 
not  afraid  of  being  seen  in  public. 
They  ride  and  walk  about  uncover¬ 
ed,  talk  fearlessly  to  the  men,  re¬ 
turn  the  salutations  of  strangers, 
and  even  salute  them  first.  Though 
in  general  very  ugly,  and,  when 


old,  almost  hideous,  they  are  so  far 
from  affecting  the  entire  conceal¬ 
ment  of  the  person,  which  is  usual 
with  Mohammedan  women,  that 
the  upper  part  of  the  body  down  to 
the  loins  is  always  quite  naked.  It 
is  on  the  head  that  the  labours  of 
the  toilet  are  chiefly  bestowed. 
The  hair  is  greased  and  plaited 
with  great  care  :  and  where  supe¬ 
rior  pretensions  to  elegance  exist, 
some  of  the  plaits,  passing  under 
those  which  hang  down  by  the  side 
of  the  face,  are  brought  backwards 
above  the  ears,  exactly  in  the 
fashion  which  is  often  seen  in  the 
figures  in  the  temples  of  Egypt. 

The  Nubian  population  is  inter¬ 
mixed  with  Arabs.  The  Nubians 
have  generally  some  knowledge  of 
Arabic,  but  the  Arabs  are  always 
completely  ignorant  of  the  Nubian 
tongue.  Like  the  Egyptians  they 
divide  their  year  into  three  seasons 
of  four  months  each ;  the  Nile  or 
Inundation — the  Winter — and  the 
Summer.  The  Summer  is  the 
sickly  season ;  and,  at  the  end  of  it, 
in  the  middle  of  July,  their  year 
begins. 

The  buildings  are  generally  of 
mud  or  straw.  Those  which  are 
intended  to  serve  as  fortresses,  are 
sometimes  of  brick,  more  frequent¬ 
ly  of  mud.  The  larger  dwelling 
houses,  especially  in  places  digni¬ 
fied  with  the  name  of  towns,  are 
also  of  mud — occasionally  of  mud 
and  stones  intermixed :  but  most 
of  the  inhabitants  now,  as  in  the 
time  of  Strabo,  dwell  in  cottages 
of  straw.  These  cottages  are  eight 
or  ten  feet  in  height ;  their  walls 
are  constructed  of  straw  and  palm 
branches,  kept  together  by  strings 
made  of  the  palm,  and  are  fastened 
at  each  of  the  four  corners  to  the 
dry  stem  of  a  palm ;  and  the  fiat 
roof  of  palm  leaves  is  secured  and 
overtopped  by  acacia  branches.  In 
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most  of  the  villages  is  a  hut  by  the 
road  side,  with  a  jar  of  water  in  it, 
for  the  accommodation  of  travellers. 

Dar  Sheygya,  the  most  remote 
of  the  districts  visited  by  Mr. 
Waddington  and  Mr.  Hanbury 
(lying,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
along  that  part  of  the  Nile,  where 
the  river,  before  making  a  bend  to 
the  west,  flows  for  nearly  two 
degrees  of  latitude  from  north  to 
south)  is  inhabited  by  the  Sheygya 
Arabs.  It  appears  to  be  sub-divided 
into  three  states,  often  at  war  with 
one  another,  but  ever  ready  to 
unite  against  a  common  foe. 
Adjacent  to  the  Dongolese  frontier 
are  the  dominions  of  King  or 
Malek  Zobeyr.  Further  up,  are 
those  of  Malek  Chowes,  extending 
from  Toraif  to  Kasinger;  his 
capital  is  Merawe.  Most  remote 
of  all  is  the  kingdom  of  Amri, 
with  its  capital  of  the  same  name. 
It  is  a  rocky,  mountainous  region, 
and  has  for  its  sovereign  Hamet 
Wallad  Asia. 

“  The  Sheygya,”  says  Mr.  Wad¬ 
dington,  “  are  black — a  clear, 
glossy,  jet-black,  which  appeared, 
to  my  then  unprejudiced  eyes,  to  he 
the  Jinest  colour  that  could  he 
selected  for  a  human  being.  They 
are  distinguished  in  every  respect 
from  Negroes,  by  the  brightness  of 
their  colour,  by  their  hair,  and  the 
regularity  of  their  features ;  by 
the  mild  and  dewy  lustre  of  their 
eyes,  and  by  the  softness  of  their 
touch,  in  which  last  respect  they 
yield  not  to  Europeans.” 

They  are  a  brave  and  warlike 
race,  and  have  long  been  the  most 
powerful  people  between  Egypt 
and  Sennaar.  They  live  on  horse¬ 
back,  with  arms  constantly  in 
their  hands.  Their  horses,  which 
are  of  the  Dongola  breed,  are 
taught  to  swim  across  the  Nile  in 
the  broadest  parts,  and  trained  to 


a  gallop  resembling  the  spring  of 
the  antelope,  which,  though  it  oc¬ 
casions  no  embarrassment  or  impe¬ 
diment  to  riders  accustomed  to  it, 
renders  it  extremely  difficult  for  a 
foe  to  take  a  sure  aim  at  them. 
When  equipped  for  war,  they  have 
each  two  lances  and  a  long  solin- 
gen  sword.  A  few  have  pistols, 
but  the  possession  of  guns  is  con¬ 
fined  to  their  chiefs.  Their  defen¬ 
sive  armour  consists  of  an  oblong 
shield  made  of  the  skin  of  the 
crocodile,  or  more  frequently  of 
that  of  the  hippopotamus.  Some 
of  the  leaders  wear  a  coat  of  mail, 
which  covers  the  head,  and  falls 
down  over  the  shoulders  to  the 
middle  of  the  back,  strong  enough 
to  resist  a  spear,  but  penetrable  by 
ball.  They  are  singularly  fearless 
in  attack.  Riding  up  with  gaiety 
of  heart  to  the  very  face  of  their 
enemy,  as  to  a  scene  of  festive  en¬ 
joyment,  they  give  the  <c  salam 
aleikoum — Peace  he  with  you 
and  the  deadly  thrust  of  the  lance 
instantly  follows  the  mock  saluta¬ 
tion  of  friendship. 

Their  warlike  character  does 
not  hinder  them  from  cultivating 
the  ground.  They  raise  consider¬ 
able  quantities  of  wheat  and 
dhourra,  and  carry  on  traffic  with 
Darfour  and  Sennaar.  They  have 
many  Nubians  settled  in  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and,  when  their  own  num¬ 
bers  have  been  exceedingly  dimi¬ 
nished  in  war,  they  have  supplied 
the  loss  by  carrying  off  Dongolese. 
These  Nubians,  though  regarded 
as  inferiors,  do  not  seem  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  servitude ;  but  a  great 
part  of  the  labours  of  agriculture 
devolve  upon  them. 

Formerly,  the  whole  of  Dongola 
was  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Sheygya :  Dar  Mahass  was  sub¬ 
ject  to  their  frequent,  Sukkot  and 
the  Ratn  el  Hadjar,  to  their  oeta- 
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sional,  inroads.  Till  the  arrival  of 
the  Mamelouks,  Handech  (situated 
between  New  and  Old  Dongola) 
was  the  ordinary  residence  of 
Malek  Chowes;  and  the  rest  of 
Dongola  was  parcelled  out  among 
their  chieftains,  who  appropriated 
to  themselves  one  half  of  the  taxes 
paid  by  the  people,  and  left  the 
other  half  to  the  native  princes. 

The  arrival  of  the  Mamelouks, 
in  1812,  altered  this  situation  of 
things.  When  these  exiled  war¬ 
riors,  under  the  command  of  the 
Beys  Ibrahim  and  Rochman,  made 
their  appearance  in  Dar  Mahass, 
the  CashefF  of  that  district  was  at 
war  with  the  Sheygya,  who  were 
settled  in  the  southern  part  of 
Dongola.  At  his  solicitation,  the 
Mamelouks  advanced  to  the  isle  of 
Argo :  but  the  war,  which  they 
threatened,  was  suddenly  changed 
into  peace.  They  were  entertain¬ 
ed  at  Argo  as  friends  and  allies, 
and  they  rewarded  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them  by  a  treacherous 
massacre  of  their  hosts.  The 
Sheygya  immediately  sought  to 
avenge  in  war  their  murdered 
brethren :  but  they  were  soon 
forced  to  cede  to  the  strangers  the 
western  bank  and  the  islands  of 
the  Nile,  from  the  frontier  of  Dar 
Mahass  as  far  as  Hannech.  The 
Mamelouks  now  acted  as  rulers  of 
the  country,  and  as  intending  to 
make  it  their  permanent  abode. 
They  dismissed  their  Egyptian 
wives,  and  married  the  daughters 
of  their  Nubian  subjects.  They 
increased  the  taxes  to  one-third  of 
the  whole  produce  ;  they  promoted 
the  cultivation  of  wheat  instead  of 
dhourra  ;  they  introduced  some  of 
the  more  ordinary  arts ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  fixed  the  seat  of  their  govern¬ 
ment  at  Maragga,  which  now  as¬ 
sumed  the  name  of  New  Dongola, 
they  enlarged  and  improved  it. 


Zobeyr,  one  of  the  Sheygya  chiefs, 
begged  their  assistance  against  his 
neighbour  Malek  Chowes.  They 
complied  with  his  request:  and 
with  some  of  their  own  forces, 
zealously  seconded,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  by  their  Nubian  vassals,  they 
were  again  successful  against  their 
Sheygya  foes. 

But  the  vengeance  and  amhition 
of  the  Pasha  of  Egypt  still  pur¬ 
sued  them.  Mohammed  Ali,  eager 
to  annihilate  the  remnant  of  his 
once  formidable  enemies,  and 
anxious  at  the  same  time  to  carry 
his  conquests  to  the  borders  of 
Abyssinia,  began  in  1820  to  as¬ 
semble  an  army  which  was  to 
penetrate  into  the  countries  beyond 
the  second  cataract.  While  the 
preparations  were  going  on,  he 
sent  a  messenger  to  New  Dongola, 
in  the  hope  that  flattering  promises 
might  reduce  the  Mamelouks  to 
submission.  Their  only  answer 
was,  an  expression  of  indignant 
contempt — “  Tell  Mohammed  Ali 
that  we  will  be  on  no  terms  with 
our  servant.”  Hearing  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  his  army,  they  celebrated 
the  Ramadan  with  unusual  solem¬ 
nity,  and,  in  the  middle  of  June, 
mustering  about  three  hundred 
strong  (they  had  lost  about  a 
hundred  men,  and  among  them 
Ibrahim  Bey,  during  their  resi¬ 
dence  in  Dongola),  with  double 
that  number  of  women  and  slaves, 
they  took  their  departure  for 
Shendy. 

The  army,  which  the  Pasha  had 
collected  against  them,  was  nomi¬ 
nally  ten  thousand  strong,  and 
was  accompanied  by  twelve  pieces 
of  artillery  :  the  number  of  fighting 
men  in  it,  however,  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  four  thousand.  The  com¬ 
mand  was  entrusted  to  his  second 
son,  Ismael — a  bold  and  impetuous 
youth,  22  years  of  age,  who  gave 
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considerable  promise  of  being  one 
day  a  superior  character.  Under 
him  were  several  leaders  of  more 
advanced  age  and  more  mature  ex¬ 
perience,  among  whom  Abdin 
Casheff  was  the  first  in  character 
and  influence.  The  troops  were 
all  mercenaries ;  the  best  of  them 
were  Bedouins  and  Mogrebbyns. 
Their  engagement  bound  them  to 
serve  only  as  far  as  Dongola,  and 
they  received  six  months*  pay  in 
advance.  Leaving  Cairo  early  in 
the  summer,  they  passed  the  cata¬ 
racts  during  the  inundation,  arrived 
at  New  Dongola  without  opposi¬ 
tion,  and,  having  agreed  to  extend 
their  services  as  far  as  Sennaar, 
advanced  against  the  Sheygya. 
Such  was  the  situation  of  this 
little  known  part  of  Ethiopia, 
when  Mr.  Waddington  and  Mr. 
Hanbury  resolved  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  progress  of  the  victorious 
army,  to  penetrate  where  none  of 
their  countrymen  had  ever  been 
before. 

On  the  10th  of  November, 
1820,  the  travellers  arrived  at  a 
Turkish  magazine,  which  had 
been  established  at  Wady  Haifa, 
a  little  way  below  the  second 
cataract.  They  immediately  pre¬ 
sented  their  firman  to  the  Aga  in 
command,  and,  stating  that  they 
had  letters  for  Abdin  Casheff  who 
had  lately  been  appointed  governor 
of  Dongola,  they  requested  that 
the  means  of  joining  the  army 
might  be  granted  to  them.  The 
Pasha’s  firman  extended  only  to 
Wady  Haifa,  and  had  this  been 
known,  it  is  not  likely  that  they 
would  have  been  allowed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  a  step  farther  :  but,  fortunate¬ 
ly  for  them,  the  Aga  could  not 
read,  and  therefore  readily  promised 
the  requisite  number  of  camels. 
The  party  consisted  of  six  persons. 


—our  two  travellers,  their  drago¬ 
man,  an  Irish  servant,  and  two 
Maltese  attendants.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  liberality  of  the 
Aga’s  promises,  only  five  camels 
were  furnished  for  them.  With 
these  they  set  out  on  the  morning 
of  the  11th,  James,  the  Irish 
servant,  commencing  his  journey 
on  foot.  They  soon  left  the  cata¬ 
ract  of  Wady  Haifa  behind  them. 
It  was  then  impassable  even  for  a 
small  boat;  but  Mr.  Waddington 
is  convinced,  that  from  the 
beginning  of  August  to  the  middle 
of  October,  the  largest  cangees 
(the  name  of  a  species  of  boats 
used  in  the  navigation  of  the  Nile) 
may  ascend  all  the  cataracts  with¬ 
out  difficulty. 

Four  days,  and  part  of  the  fifth, 
were  spent  in  traversing  the  Batn 
el  Hadjar.  The  travellers  kept 
the  right  bank  of  the  Nile ;  and 
their  course  was  through  a  plain, 
except  where  the  rocks,  that 
skirted  it  on  the  left,  approached 
so  near  to  the  river,  as  to  make 
it  necessary  for  them  to  wind 
through  the  mountainous  passes. 
Some  of  these  passes  were  not 
destitute  of  beauty.  The  Virgin’s 
Pass,  in  particular,  struck  Mr. 
Waddington,  “  The  rocks,”  says 
he,  “  are  high  and  well  broken, 
and  often  joined  by  sand  blown  up 
to  a  great  height  between  them. 
The  sunset  was  red  and  fiery,  the 
moon  clouded,  and  the  sky  un¬ 
usually  disturbed;  a  strong,  though 
mild  wind,  served  to  increase  our 
enjoyment  of  the  most  English 
evening  we  had  seen  in  the 
East.”  They  saw  many  fertile 
spots,  that  lay  altogether  uncul¬ 
tivated.  The  villages  were  of 
mud,  and  a  few  old  Christian 
churches  were  still  to  be  seen. 
The  Nile,  from  time  to  time,  in¬ 
terrupted  by  rocks  in  its  course,  ex- 
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liibited  a  great  variety  of  cataract 
scenery.  The  people  appeared 
stupid.  One  man,  to  whom  they 
applied  for  information,  answered 
their  questions  by  saying,  that  his 
father  had  not  taught  him  any 
thing  about  hours,  and  that  he  was 
not  acquainted  with  any  division 
of  time. 

On  the  15th,  Messrs.  Wadding- 
ton  and  Hanbury  entered  Sukkot, 
and  slept  at  a  village  called  Ferket, 
where,  according  to  the  promises  of 
the  Aga  of  the  Cataracts,  the 
camels  were  to  be  replaced  by 
others.  In  the  morning,  they 
found  that  no  camels  could  be  pro¬ 
cured  :  and  they  were  deliberating 
on  the  propriety  of  pressing  into 
their  service  two  of  those  which 
had  brought  them  thither,  when 
they  were  informed,  that  the 
drivers,  apprehensive  probably,  of 
some  such  measure,  had,  during 
the  night  set  out  with  their  beasts 
for  Wady  Haifa.  The  party  were 
therefore  obliged  to  have  recourse 
to  the  assistance  of  asses.  After 
two  hours  travelling,  during 
which  they  seem  to  have  had 
much  difficulty  in  keeping  their 
asses  together,  and  still  more  in 
getting  them  to  move  onwards, 
they  came  to  Mograte. 

te  Here,”  says  Mr.  Waddington, 
“  our  prospects  brighten  a  little ;  a 
camel  is  discovered  among  the 
palms  and  soon  afterwards  another, 
and  a  man,  with  a  woman  and 
child  near  it ;  he  proves  to  be  an 
Ababde  Arab,  named  Achmet, 
going  down,  with  his  wife  and  in¬ 
fant,  to  buy  dates  ;  we  of  course 
invite  him  very  warmly  to  enter 
into  our  service,  to  which  he  as 
strongly  objects ;  and  on  being 
more  urgently  pressed,  he  asks 
with  great  feeling,  (  And  will  you 

*  oblige  me  to  leave  my  wife  and 

*  child  in  1  lie  hands  of  strangers  ?  ’ 


Now  his  wife  was  a  very  pretty 
woman,  and  was  watching  this 
scene  with  great  interest,  though 
in  silence.  The  case  was  certainly 
a  hard  one,  and  perhaps  we  were 
decided  by  the  sight  of  one  of  our 
asses,  at  that  moment  down  on 
the  ground,  struggling  with  his 
burthen :  however,  we  were  de¬ 
cided  ;  we  justified  ourselves  by  the 
tyrant’s  plea,  and  immediately  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  transfer  part  of  our  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  more  dignified  situa¬ 
tion  it  was  once  more  destined  to 
occupy.  The  man  intrusted  his 
family  to  a  fellow  countryman,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  village,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  reluctantly  with  us.” 

The  connexion,  thus  compul¬ 
sorily  formed,  turned  out  in  the 
sequel  agreeable  and  advantageous, 
to  both  parties.  At  a  place  where 
it  was  expected  that  camels  would 
be  easily  procured,  Achmet,  after 
a  week’s  service,  obtained  his  dis¬ 
charge.  Our  countrymen,  besides 
paying  him  for  the  use  of  his 
camels,  gave  him  one  or  two 
strings  of  Venetian  beads  for  his 
wife ;  and  such,  he  declared,  were 
his  feelings  of  gratitude  and  at¬ 
tachment,  that,  were  he  ever  to 
see  them  again,  he  would  come  up 
and  speak  to  them,  \  though  it 
should  be  in  the  presence  of  the 
Pasha  himself. 

The  Arabs,  who  were  forced 
into  the  service  of  the  travellers, 
demanded  half  a  dollar  per  day  for 
each  camel ;  this  charge,  which  was 
much  less  than  that  of  the  Aga 
of  the  Cataracts,  was  willingly 
paid. 

Beasts  of  burthen  were  not  the 
only  things,  which  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  procuring.  Provisions 
were  often  scarce.  1  he  sour  bread 
and  milk  of  the  country  were 
supplied  willingly  \  but  the  inha¬ 
bitants  frequently  refused  to  give 
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or  sell  better  fare — probably  be¬ 
cause  they  bad  not  enough  for 
their  own  wants,  and  those  of 
the  Turkish  officers  and  agents 
who  were  constantly  passing  and 
repassing  between  Cairo  and  the 
seat  of  war.  When  this  happened, 
“  the  tyrant’s  plea”  was  enforced 
a-new.  Fowls  were  generally 
abundant ;  our  countrymen  shot 
as  many  as  they  thought  they 
should  need,  and  then  paid  for 
them  ;  for  the  owners,  who  would 
not  sell  their  live  poultry,  had  no 
objection  to  part  with  them  when 
once  they  were  dead.  At  a  later 
period  of  their  expedition,  when 
they  were  passengers  in  one  of  the 
boats  that  were  proceeding  with 
supplies  to  the  army,  a  similar 
transaction  came  under  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  commodore.  They 
had  seized  a  fine  fowl  in  a  Nubian 
cottage,  and  then  paid  for  it. 
“  But  as  a  previous  refusal  to  sell,” 
says  Mr.  W.,  “and  subsequent 
payment  on  our  part  were  proved, 
the  commodore  gave  his  approba¬ 
tion  to  this  modification  of  a  rob¬ 
bery.” 

The  inhabitants  of  Sukkot 
seemed  glad  that  the  Pasha  had 
taken  the  country  into  his  own 
hands;  for  his  sovereignty  was  a 
protection  to  them,  both  against 
the  depredations  of  the  Arabs,  and 
against  the  rapacity  of  their  own 
petty  chieftains,  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  leaving  their  subjects 
just  enough  to  tempt  the  rovers 
of  the  desert.  They  gave  our 
travellers,  for  the  most  part,  a 
kindly  reception.  Their  admira¬ 
tion  was  excited  by  their  arms 
more  than  by  any  thing  else. 
“  Now,  at  last,”  exclaimed  one  of 
their  sheiks  at  the  sight  of  a 
sword-stick,  “  now  at  last  we 
begin  to  see  the  world.”  The 
face  of  the  country  was  superior  to 


that  of  the  Batn  el  Hadjar.  The' 
Nile  was  less  interrupted  by  rocks ; 
the  plain  had  assumed  a  wider  ex¬ 
tent  ;  the  acacias  were  finer  than 
even  in  Egypt ;  but  the  many 
ruined  houses,  which  were  to  be 
seen,  attested  too  surely  that  the 
population  was  in  an  unprosperous 
state. 

The  travellers  entered  Dar  Ma- 
hass  on  the  18th,  and  spent  three 
days  in  traversing  it.  The  gene¬ 
ral  aspect  of  this  district  was  si¬ 
milar  to  that  of  Sukkot ;  if  there 
was  any  difference,  it  was  on  the 
side  of  improvement.  The  soil 
was  better  cultivated ;  matted 
work  was  becoming  plentiful ; 
and  great  numbers  were  seen  em¬ 
ployed  in  weaving.  Shortly  be¬ 
fore  quitting  Dar  Mahass,  our  tra¬ 
vellers  enjoyed  the  contemplation 
of  the  most  striking  spot  which 
Nubian  scenery  has  to  boast  of.  It 
is  known  by  the  name  of  “  the 
pass  of  the  Water’s  Mouth.”  Near 
the  entrance,  on  the  right  two  im¬ 
mense  stones,  regular  as  if  art  had 
hewn  and  placed  them  there,  stand 
detached  in  solitary  grandeur.  Be¬ 
yond  them  the  pass  opens  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  sublimity ;  and  the 
traveller  finds  himself  amid  a  wil¬ 
derness  of  rocks,  that  tower  aloft 
like  so  many  natural  columns.  In 
the  presence  of  these  enormous 
masses,  irregularly  scattered  about 
in  solitude,  “  we  felt  ourselves,” 
says  Mr.  W.,  “  in  a  holy  place,  and 
seemed  walking  amid  the  columns 
of  a  mighty  temple,  erected  by  the 
divinity  in  his  own  honour,  and 
for  his  own  worship.” 

“  There  is  nothing  at  Assouan, 
Wady  Haifa,  or  in  the  Batn  el 
Hadjar,  at  all  comparable  to  the 
f  Pass  of  the  Water’s  Mouth,’  either 
in  grandeur  or  in  variety  of  sce¬ 
nery  ;  the  immense  masses  of  rock 
piled  up  together,  the  open  plains 
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scattered  over  with  fragments,,  the 
entire  want  of  all  vegetation,  and 
yet  the  traces  of  so  many  animals  ; 
the  occasional  view  of  the  distant 
palms  straggling  by  the  river-side, 
and  of  the  boundless  desert  be¬ 
yond  it,  with  the  knowledge  that 
man  has  no  power  here  to  change 
the  face  of  nature,  which  ever  has 
been,  and  ever  must  be  what  it  is; 
these  circumstances  unite  to  give 
this  place  an  interest  possessed  by 
no  other  that  I  ever  saw,  and  to 
us,  perhaps,  heightened  by  the  re¬ 
flection,  that  we  were  the  first 
Englishmen  who  had  ever  seen  it, 
as  we  might  possibly  be  the  last.” 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of 
November,  they  entered  Dongola. 
Five  palms  standing  by  the  river 
side,  and  a  large  solitary  hill. 
Mount  Arambo  by  name,  4  miles 
distant  from  the  Nile,  mark  the 
frontier.  About  a  mile  beyond  it, 
they  observed  two  hieroglyphical 
inscriptions  on  a  large  granite  rock, 
called  by  the  natives  the  Golden 
Stone.  One  of  them  faces  the 
N.W.,  and  is  two  feet  four  inches 
broad,  and  three  feet  high.  A 
man,  with  his  hair  in  the  fashion 
of  the  Briareus  of  the  Egyptian 
temple,  is  in  the  act  of  making  an 
offering ;  and,  in  the  lower  corner 
on  the  left,  are  two  prisoners,  back 
to  back,  with  their  arms  chained 
together.  The  whole  is  encom¬ 
passed  and  diversified  with  hiero¬ 
glyphics.  The  other  faces  the 
S.  W.,  and  consists  of  eighteen  lines 
of  hieroglyphics,  with  the  ball  and 
serpent  at  the  top  ;  but  it  is  so  de¬ 
faced,  that  no  copy  of  it  could  be 
made.  On  the  same  day  they  saw 
much  cotton  growing  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  a  place  called  Askan, 
and  passed  what  we  certainly  did 
not  expect  to  find  in  Dongola — a 
cotton-mill.  The  opposite  bank 
afforded  a  still  more  refreshing  as¬ 


pect  of  fertility.  The  Eastern 
plain,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
was  covered  with  acacias;  and  it 
seemed  to  be  hardly  exceeded  in 
richness  by  the  numerous  green 
islands,  which  were  embosomed  in 
the  waters  of  the  Nile. 

On  the  following  day,  their 
route  lay  at  first  through  a  barren 
plain,  the  uniformity  of  which 
was  broken  only  by  a  few  acacias, 
and  many  ruined  houses  and  tombs ; 
but  crossing  a  high  mound  which 
was  between  them  and  the  river, 
they  suddenly  found  themselves  in 
a  garden  luxuriant  beyond  imagi¬ 
nation,  where  the  air  breathed  fra¬ 
grance,  and  the  groves  were  filled 
with  melody.  Dismissing  here 
their  guides  and  beasts  of  burthen, 
they  were  ferried  over  into  the 
island  of  Argo.  The  scenery  of 
the  island  is  very  beautiful ;  con¬ 
sisting  of  meadows,  where  cows 
and  goats  feed  without  any  keeper, 
intermixed  with  small  open  culti¬ 
vated  fields,  all  shut  in  by  syca¬ 
more  and  aromatic  groves.  It  is 
likewise  interesting  to  the  anti¬ 
quary,  by  the  ruins  of  ancient 
buildings  and  fragments  of  ancient 
statues  which  it  contains.  Our 
countrymen  traversed  it  nearly  from 
N.  to  S.,  and  arrived  at  the  ferry 
for  crossing  to  the  western  bank  of 
the  Nile,  elevated  by  the  hope 
that  a  few  hours  would  bring  them 
to  New  Dongola,  where  Ahdin 
Casheff  would  lend  them  every 
assistance  for  the  further  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  their  journey.  From  the 
ferryman,  however,  they  learned 
that  Abdin  Cashed*  had  advanced 
to  join  the  army ;  intelligence 
which  could  not  be  very  accept¬ 
able  to  travellers,  who,  counting 
upon  his  protection,  were  with- 
out  camels,  and  almost  without 
money. 

With  the  assistance  of  asses, 
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they  arrived  on  the  25th  at  New 
Dongola,  which  we  have  already 
mentioned  as  having  been  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Mamelouks,  and 
greatly  improved  by  them.  It  is 
a  large  and  very  neat  mud  town, 
ornamented  with  courts  and  squares, 
and  beautifully  situated  in  the 
finest  country  of  the  Nile.  It  lies 
in  19°  North  latitude.  The  river 
is  here  about  half  a  mile  broad. 

As  no  beasts  of  burthen  could 
be  procured,  to  proceed  by  land 
was  impossible.  In  this  dilemma, 
the  travellers  applied  to  the  Turk¬ 
ish  Aga,  to  grant  them  a  passage 
in  one  of  sixteen  boats,  which 
were  about  to  sail  with  supplies 
for  the  army.  Their  request  was 
instantly  granted ;  and,  on  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  they  com¬ 
menced  their  voyage  up  the  river. 
This  mode  of  travelling  did  not  al¬ 
low  them  any  opportunity  of  exa¬ 
mining  the  country,  but  it  gave 
them  some  illustrations  of  Turkish 
discipline  and  Turkish  navigation. 
The  boats  could  not  move  unless 
the  wind  was  directly  favourable ; 
and  they  scarcely  dreamt  of  the 
possibility  of  crossing  the  river 
with  a  side  breeze.  So  much  for 
their  navigation.  As  to  their  dis¬ 
cipline,  all  plundering  was  prohi¬ 
bited,  and  the  troops  were  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  oppress  the  natives.  One 
morning  Mr.  Waddington  found 
the  commodore  in  great  wrath,  and 
beating  all  the  soldiers  who  came 
within  his  reach,  because  during 
the  night  some  of  them  had  pluck¬ 
ed  the  ears  of  the  dhourra.  This 
severity  of  discipline,  however, 
was  neither  maintained  uniformly, 
nor  was  it  universal  in  its  opera¬ 
tion.  Some  restraint  was  imposed 
upon  the  troops,  only  that  the  su¬ 
perior  officers  might  have  a  more 
complete  monopoly  of  rapine ;  and 
though  the  soldiers  might  not 


steal  a  few  ears  of  corn,  they  were 
at  liberty  to  seize  the  sheep  of  the 
inhabitants  by  force,  and  pay  for 
them  in  base  money,  which  had 
neither  currency  nor  value  in  the 
country.  Accordingly,  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  fleet  seems  to  have 
been  dreaded  by  the  natives.  The 
want  of  a  favourable  wind  forced 
the  commodore  to  make  a  halt 
near  the  town  of  Amboocote,  and, 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  night, 
the  inhabitants  removed  with  their 
property  into  the  desert. 

During  this  delay  our  country¬ 
men  received  a  visit  of  an  uncom¬ 
mon  description.  It  was  from  some 
Cubbabish  Arabs,  who,  in  the 
character  of  strolling  preachers, 
went  about  the  villages,  teaching 
and  explaining  the  Koran,  in 
churches  set  apart  for  that  purpose. 
They  said  that  nearly  all  their 
tribe  could  read  and  write;  so 
that  if  reading  and  writing  are  to 
be  taken  as  the  criteria  of  educa¬ 
tion,  the  county  of  Middlesex,  we 
are  afraid,  must  yield  the  palm  to 
a  horde  of  Nubian  Arabs.  They 
supposed  that  Mr.  Waddington  was 
invested  with  authority  to  assess 
the  new  impositions  upon  the  coun¬ 
try  (an  error  arising  probably  from 
the  frequent  use  he  made  of  his 
pencil  in  noting  the  names  of  places 
and  the  incidents  of  his  journey), 
and  they  came  to  ascertain  the  rate 
and  manner  in  which  they  were  to 
be  taxed  for  the  future,  and  to  en¬ 
treat  him  not  to  make  their  bur¬ 
thens  too  heavy. 

On  the  7th  of  December  the 
fleet  resumed  its  progress,  and, 
leaving  Dongola,  entered  Dar 
Sheygya.  Our  travellers  were  now 
in  the  theatre  of  the  war,  and  they 
found  that  the  arms  of  the  Turks 
had  been  hitherto  successful.  Ismael 
Pasha,  having  upon  his  approach 
to  the  frontier  summoned  the 
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Sheygya  to  submit,  was  answered 
by  an  offer  to  pay  tribute.  He 
next  required  them  to  prove  their 
sincerity  by  sending  him  their  arms 
and  their  horses,  but  received  the 
same  reply.  And  when  he  renew¬ 
ed  his  demand,  “  either  go  on 
your  business,  or  come  and  attack 
us,”  was  the  laconic  answer  made 
to  it.  In  the  first  skirmish  the 
Sheygya  were  the  assailants,  and 
were  repulsed.  In  the  second  they 
were  again  unsuccessful,  and  the 
virgin  daughter  of  one  of  their 
chiefs  was  made  prisoner.  The 
Pasha  sent  her  back  uninjured  and 
loaded  with  presents ;  and  her  fa¬ 
ther  showed  his  gratitude  to  his 
generous  enemy  by  refusing  to  take 
any  further  share  in  the  war.  To 
diffuse  astonishment  and  terror 
among  them,  Ismael  caused  a  bril¬ 
liant  display  of  fire-works  to  be 
made  in  view  of  their  encampment. 
“  What !”  said  they,  upon  behold¬ 
ing  this  exhibition,  “  is  he  come  to 
make  war  upon  heaven  too.”  They 
were  told  by  some  of  the  Arabian 
followers  of  the  Pasha,  that,  un¬ 
less  they  submitted,  he  would  drive 
them  to  Sennaar ;  they  replied, 
“  He  may  drive  us  to  the  gates  of 
the  world,  but  we  will  not  sub¬ 
mit.”  An  engagement  of  more 
importance  than  any  which  had 
preceded  it,  took  place  shortly 
after  Mr.  Waddington’s  arrival  in 
the  camp. 

“  Their  first  attack,”  says  Mr. 
WT.,  “was  irresistible;  the  Bedouins 
were  driven  back,  and  Abdin  Ca- 
sheff  advanced  from  the  opposite 
angle  of  the  square  to  support 
them  ;  while  he  was  engaged,  the 
Bedouins  rallied  in  his  rear,  he 
returned  to  his  post,  and  they 
charged  again.  The  Moggrebyns 
had  been  similarly  routed  and  ral¬ 
lied.  The  Sheygya,  though  suf¬ 
fering  very  severely,  repeated  their 


attacks,  and  three  times  was  Abdin 
Casheff  seen  to  charge  in  person, 
and  throw  himself  into  the  middle 
of  the  enemy ;  he  shot  several  of 
them  with  his  own  hand,  and  hav¬ 
ing  disarmed  one,  he  drove  his  own 
lance  quite  through  his  body.  The 
Pasha  was  giving,  in  other  parts 
similar  proofs  of  courage,  the  only 
one  he  could  now  give  of  gene¬ 
ralship,  and  the  pistol  of  his  high¬ 
ness  is  said  to  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  destructive ;  he  caught  the 
gaiety  of  his  enemies,  and  rode 
among  them  with  a  laugh.  At 
last  the  Sheygya,  finding  that  their 
magic  had  not  been  able  to  stop 
the  course  of  Turkish  balls,  and 
that  the  charms  of  the  enemy  were 
stronger  than  their  own,  said  “  that 
God  had  declared  against  them,” 
and  took  to  flight.  They  had 
placed  great  dependance  on  those 
charms,  to  which  their  necroman¬ 
cers  had  given,  for  this  occasion, 
peculiar  power  and  efficacy ;  and 
their  first  act  after  the  battle  was, 
to  put  to  death  the  whole  race  that 
had  thus  imposed  on  their  credu¬ 
lity. 

“  Their  cavalry,  being  much  bet¬ 
ter  mounted  than  their  adversaries, 
in  general  escaped,  but  a  great 
part  of  the  infantry  was  massacred. 
It  is,  however,  universally  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  the  Pasha  exerted  him¬ 
self  to  save  the  flying  enemy, 
and  succeeded  in  preserving  some, 
who  were  of  the  infantry,  and 
chiefly  Nubians;  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  Dongola  which  was 
tributary  to  the  Sheygya,  and  at¬ 
tached  to  their  army  by  force,  or 
habit,  or  inclination ;  for  these 
Arabs  were  not  disliked  by  their 
subjects.  The  Pasha  made  pre¬ 
sents  to  his  prisoners,  and  clothed 
them,  and  sent  them  back  to  the 
Sheygya  with  the  insulting  mes¬ 
sage,  not  to  send  Beraberas  against 
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them,  but  to  come  themselves ;  to 
which  they  answered,  as  when  yet 
an wounded,  ‘  either  go  on  your 
business,  or  come  and  attack  us/ 
He  had  not  yet  passed  their  moun¬ 
tain  barrier,  where  they  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  routing  their  in¬ 
vaders. 

“  It  is  a  singular,  though  very 
certain,  fact,  that  the  Pasha  had  not 
one  man  killed  in  this  action,  and 
only  one  officer  and  sixteen  men 
wounded,  and  these,  with  scarcely 
any  exception,  in  the  back — the 
natural  consequence  of  their  man¬ 
ner  of  fighting ;  they  discharge  all 
their  fire-arms,  and  then  retire  into 
the  rear  to  re-load,  while  the  se¬ 
cond  and  succeeding  ranks  are 
firing ;  when  loaded,  they  advance 
again,  and  therefore,  after  the 
first  discharge,  the  whole  is  a  scene 
of  confusion.  One  Bedouin  re¬ 
ceived  seven  lance  jwounds,  not  one 
of  which  was  honourable,  and  re¬ 
covered  of  them  all ;  he  had  been 
unhorsed  among  the  enemy,  and 
lanced  while  lying  on  the  ground. 

“  The  Sheygya  left  six  hundred 
men  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
they  are  now  lying  were  they  fell, 
unburied  in  the  desert.  I  am  told 
that  the  dying  expression  which 
remained  on  the  faces  of  most  of 
them  was  that  of  anger,  rather 
than  of  terror,  and  that  many  had 
expired  with  a  smile  on  their  coun¬ 
tenance.  I  have  heard  of  some 
acts  of  individual  courage  per¬ 
formed  by  them  during  the  battle, 
and  which  are  related  with  admi¬ 
ration  by  the  Turks  themselves. 
One  Arab,  who  appears  to  have 
placed  perfect  confidence  in  the 
strength  of  his  charms,  after  re¬ 
ceiving  five  balls,  continued  fight¬ 
ing  and  crying  out,  “  that  they 
might  fire,  but  could  never  hurt 
him till  he  received  his  mortal 
wound.  The  exploits  of  another 


are  particularly  celebrated  by  his 
enemies,  who,  after  being  simi¬ 
larly  perforated,  fought  till  he 
fell,  and  died  crying  {C  where  is 
the  Pasha  ?”  Another,  also  wound¬ 
ed,  had  lost  his  horse ;  however, 
he  found  his  way  to  the  door  of 
the  tent  of  Selagh  Dar^  whose 
groom  was  standing  there  bitting 
his  master’s  charger ;  the  Arab 
disabled  the  groom,  leaped  on  the 
horse,  and  gallopped  away.” 

Those,  who  escaped  from  the 
battle,  took  refuge  in  some  stone 
castles  situated  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Nile,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mount  Dager;  and 
soon  afterwards,  in  formidable  bat¬ 
tle  array  on  the  side  of  the  hill, 
they  again  defied  the  invader.  A 
heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shells  soon 
dispersed  them,  rather  dismayed 
by  their  superstitious  alarms  than 
terrified  by  the  carnage.  The 
shells  appeared  to  them  to  work  by 
sorcery.  “  The  spirits  of  hell  are 
come  against  us,”  was  the  exclama¬ 
tion  called  forth  by  the  explosion 
of  a  shell,  which  had  fallen  among 
them. 

The  melancholy  effects  of  the 
war  were  visible  on  both  sides  of 
the  river.  The  villages  were  burnt 
down  or  deserted ;  the  dogs  were 
their  only  inhabitants.  In  one 
of  them  some  mats  and  bedsteads 
remained ;  and  over  the  doors  were 
inscriptions  written  on  paper  in  a 
very  legible  hand,  purporting, 
“  that  the  inhabitants  had  been 
driven  away  by  unholy  people,  not 
under  the  protection  of  God.”  In 
another  village,  one  old  woman 
was  still  lingering,  who  had  re¬ 
fused  to  quit  her  cottage ;  she  re¬ 
jected  all  sustenance,  and  talked 
lightly  of  death.  A  multitude  of 
women,  who  had  fallen  into  the 
power  of  the  invaders,  were  con¬ 
fined  in  one  of  the  islands  of  the 
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Nile.  Mr.  Waddington’s  servant 
asked  some  of  them,  whether  they 
were  not  afraid  of  the  soldiers. 
The  reply  breathed  a  spirit  of  mag¬ 
nanimity,  scarcely  inferior  to  that 
which  true  religion  would  inspire : 
<f  Why  should  we  fear  the  soldiers  ? 
Can  they  do  more  than  kill  us  ?” 
In  another  village,  an  old  woman 
was  the  only  living  creature  in  it, 
and  she  had  her  ears  cut  off ;  for 
Ismael,  that  he  might  send  down  a 
large  collection  of  ears  to  his  father 
as  proofs  of  his  success,  bought 
them  at  fifty  piastres  a  piece  ;  and 
this  necessarily  led  to  much  wan¬ 
ton  cruelty.  The  shore  was  pu¬ 
trid,  and  the  air  tainted  by  the 
carcases  of  oxen,  goats,  sheep, 
camels,  and  men.  Corpses  were 
found  every  fifty  yards  scattered 
along  the  road,  and  among  the 
corn.  The  horror  of  such  objects 
formed  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
placid  beauty  of  the  scenery.  “  I 
never,”}  says  Mr.  Waddington 
cc  saw  the  Nile  so  smooth  and  beau¬ 
tiful  as  in  this  country  ;  it  is  like 
a  succession  of  lakes  ornamented 
by  green  islands,  and  surrounded 
by  verdure.  This  may  be  fancy, 
and  that  the  mind,  disgusted  by 
the  fury  of  men,  takes  refuge  in 
the  tranquillity  of  nature,  and  is 
more  disposed  to  the  admiration  of 
inanimate  things,  as  it  is  shocked 
by  the  crimes  and  miseries  of  the 
things  that  live.” 

On  the  13th  of  December,  Mr. 
Waddington  and  his  party  quitted 
the  boat  which  had  brought  them 
from  New  Dongola,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  along  the  eastern  bank  on  dro¬ 
medaries  which  the  Pasha’s  physi¬ 
cian  had  sent  to  meet  them.  They 
passed  through  a  town,  named 
Kadjeba,  entirely  deserted  by  its 
inhabitants ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  they  met  many  families, 
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consisting  of  old  men,  women,  and 
children,  who,  with  the  Pasha’s 
permission,  were  returning  to  their 
villages.  The  travellers  were  now 
in  the  dominions  of  Malek  Chowes, 
whose  capital,  Merawe,  they  reach¬ 
ed,  when  it  was  nearly  dark.  They 
did  not  halt  there;  but,  passing 
through  its  long  and  gloomy  streets, 
where  the  howling  of  dogs  was  the 
only  sound  that  met  their  ears, 
they  arrived  in  the  camp  of  Ismael. 
A  mud  cottage  had  been  prepared 
for  them,  in  which  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Pasha’s  physician, 
with  every  civility. 

On  the  following  afternoon  the 
travellers  were  presented  to  the 
Pasha,  from  whom  they  met  with 
the  most  gracious  reception.  He 
made  them  sit  by  him  on  his  sofa, 
and  requested  them  to  accommo¬ 
date  themselves  in  the  fashion  of 
their  own  country.  He  seemed  to 
have  a  tolerable  acquaintance  with 
the  geography  of  Europe,  and  put 
many  questions  and  showed  great 
curiosity  concerning  European  po¬ 
litics.  He  was  much  surprised 
that  the  English  did  not  assist  Ali 
Pasha,  for  whose  success  he  was 
anxious;  and  still  more,  that  the 
congress  should  have  allowed  the 
force  of  Russia  to  be  increased. 

Two  days  afterwards,  an  express 
arrived  from  Cairo  in  sixteen  days. 
The  messenger,  who  had  used  such 
dispatch,  was  charged  only  with 
some  pears  from  Mahomined  Ali  to 
his  son,  and  the  present  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  following  letter: 
— <(  My  son,  I  send  you  your  share 
of  the  pears,  which  are  just  ripe  ; 
your  brother  and  I  have  found 
our’s  very  good. — Mahommed  Ali. 
Dispatches  of  importance  are  en¬ 
trusted  to  men  of  importance,  and 
are  generally  2  6  or  28  days  on  tne 
road. 

2  U 
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The  Pacha  had  several  Eu¬ 
ropeans  altogether  in  his  service. 
The  principal  of  these  was  the 
physician  already  mentioned,  a 
Greek  by  birth ;  and  he  had  a 
useful,  and,  if  one  half  of  what 
reached  Waddington’s  ears  was 
true,  a  most  dangerous,  tool  in  a 
countryman  of  his  own  named 
Demetrio,  whom  he  had  trans¬ 
formed  from  a  sailor  into  a  medical 
practitioner.  A  Milanese,  the 
Cavaliere  Frediani,  known  in  the 
camp  by  the  title  of  Prince  Amiro, 
had,  at  Mahommed  Ali’s  request, 
accompanied  Ismael  as  an  advisor 
and  instructor.  The  intrigues  of 
the  physician  had  brought  Frediani 
into  disgrace,  and,  when  he  de¬ 
manded  his  dismissal,  even  this 
request  was  refused,  unless  he 
would  certify  to  Mahommed  Ali 
in  writing,  that  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  treatment  which 
he  had  experienced  from  the  son. 
There  were,  likewise,  one  or  two 
other  Italians,  and  two  American 
renegades.  Jealousies  and  feuds 
ran  high  among  these  few  retainers 
of  the  Pasha.  The  Italians  did 
not  scruple  to  accuse  Demetrio 
and  his  principal  of  the  most  atro¬ 
cious  crimes. 

No  military  operations  took  place 
after  Mr.  Waddington’s  arrival  in 
the  camp.  The  Turks  and  the 
Sheygya  were  in  constant  negotia¬ 
tion  ;  and  Ismael  appears  to  have 
let  slip  no  opportunity  of  conciliat¬ 
ing  his  adversaries.  These  nego¬ 
tiations  terminated  finally  in  peace. 
The  Sheygya,  who  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  had  offered  to  pay  tribute, 
became  the  allies  of  the  Pasha, 
retaining  their  arms  and  horses; 
and  it  was  agreed,  that  a  number 
of  them  should  advance  with  his 
army  against  the  southern  nations, 
who  were  their  enemies  as  well  as 
his. 


Our  travellers  were  prevented 
from  witnessing  this  event  and 
from  accompanying  the  army  in 
its  advance,  by  finding  their  de¬ 
parture  most  unexpectedly  preci¬ 
pitated.  On  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  December,  when  they  had 
not  been  quite  a  week  in  the  camp, 
they  were  informed  by  a  message 
from  the  Pasha,  that  he  meant  to 
dismiss  them  with  all  honour  on 
the  following  evening.  On  the 
same  day  they  had  an  interview 
with  him : 

a  We  found  him  sitting  in  the 
European  manner,  on  a  very 
Christian-like  sofa,  on  which  we 
took  our  places  by  him.  Nothing 
could  be  more  gracious ;  the 
doctor,  as  usual,  stood  before  us  to 
interpret,  and  James  within  hear¬ 
ing,  a  little  behind.  On  a  carpet 
on  the  Pasha’s  right  was  a  grand 
Turk  from  Cairo,  and  next  to  him 
two  Sheygya  professors,  with  long 
white  beards,  who  had  just  been 
clothed,  to  their  very  great  surprise 
and  dismay,  in  splendid  pelisses  and 
rich  shawls. 

“  The  usual  preliminary  con¬ 
versation  about  the  river,  the 
mountains,  and  the  trees,  we  cut 
rather  short,  and  came  somewhat 
hastily  to  the  point.  f  We  are 
come  according  to  the  commands 
of  your  highness,  supposing  that 
your  highness  has  something  par¬ 
ticular  to  communicate/ — ‘  I  feel 
honoured  by  your  visit  to  the 
army,  and  should  be  pleased  to 
have  your  company  as  far  as  Sen- 
naar,  but  the  dangers  and  difficul¬ 
ties  and  privations  will  be  so  great, 
that  I  advise  you  to  return/ — ‘  We 
wish  respectfully  to  be  informed, 
whether  your  highness’s  advice 
amounts  to  a  command  ?’ — c  It  is 
for  your  own  good,  and  the  love  I 
have  for  England.’ — f  We  are  to 
understand,  then,  that. your  high- 
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ness  obliges  us  to  return  ‘  It  is 
solely  with  a  view  to  your  own 
good  that  I  give  this  order/ — We 
are  sorry  that  your  highness  has 
thought  proper  to  prevent  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  English  gentlemen. 
We  submit  to  your  highness’s 
order/ — ‘  My  only  motive  is  a 
consideration  of  your  own  safety  ; 
besides  which,  the  firman  given 
you  by  my  father  extends  no  far¬ 
ther  than  Wady  Haifa/ — f  We  do 
not  dispute  your  highness’s  right 
to  act,  but  rather  thank  your 
highness  that  we  have  been  allowed 
to  come  thus  far,  and  perhaps  we 
should  not  have  thought  of  ad¬ 
vancing  farther,  had  not  the  Pro¬ 
tomedico  communicated  to  us, 
from  your  highness,  an  invitation 
to  accompany  the  army  as  far  as 
Sennaar/— ' c  I  should  have  great 


pleasure,  were  it  not  that  I  fear 
for  your  safety/* — ‘  Well,  we  sub¬ 
mit;  we  have  only  to  beg  your 
highness  to  permit  us  to  advance 
as  far  as  the  cataract  and  the  is¬ 
lands  near  it,  and  then  to  return 
by  water/ — ‘  The  danger  is  not  so 
much  in  advancing,  as  for  your 
return,  as  the  people  in  our  rear 
are  even  now  unquiet,  and,  when 
the  army  moves  on,  will  probably 
break  into  insurrection  ;  and  from 
above  I  shall  not  be  able  to  send  a 
guard  with  you ;  nor  will  it  be 
safe  for  you  to  go  by  water.  As 
visitors  to  my  army,  I  am  respon¬ 
sible  to  my  father,  and  to  the 
English  nation,  for  your  safety/- — * 
‘  In  case  of  our  writing  to  Cairo  to 
mention  the  offers  of  protection 
made  by  your  highness,  may  we 
be  allowed  these  favours,  by  taking 
all  responsibility  on  ourselves?’ 
After  some  hesitation,  he  replied, 
f  If  you  will  write  a  letter  to  such 
effect,  and  give  it  to  me,  I  will  send 
it  to  my  father  and  the  English 
consul,  and  you  are  then  free  to 


advance  or  return,  as  you  like/ 
And  after  a  few  more  words,  in 
which  he  promised  us  a  boat  to  go 
down  in,  the  matter  was  ended 
greatly  to  our  satisfaction. 

“  He  attempted,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  conversation, 
which  is  here  much  abridged,  to 
work  alternately  on  our  vanity  and 
our  fears ;  on  the  former,  by  a 
number  of  unmeaning  compliments 
to  ourselves  and  to  the  English 
nation  ;  and  on  the  latter,  by  ac¬ 
counts  of  robberies  commit  ted  every 
night  in  the  very  rear  of  his  army, 
and  of  the  general  disturbed  state 
of  the  country ;  and  then  he  mo¬ 
tioned  away  the  Mamelouks  and 
Janissaries,  who  were  standing  by, 
as  if  he  were  making  us  an  im¬ 
portant  communication,  that  would 
spread  a  panic  in  his  army  if  ge¬ 
nerally  known.  The  courtier  from 
Cairo  gave  us  from  time  to  time 
some  looks  of  mixed  anger  and 
surprise,  on  observing  perhaps  a 
freedom  in  our  words  or  manner 
that  was  not  usual  towards  a 
Turkish  prince.  The  Pasha  ended 
by  telling  us,  that  he  should  defer 
the  departure  of  the  convoy  till 
to-morrow  evening,  to  give  us 
more  time  for  reflection,  and  we 
parted  apparently  good  friends.” 

They  immediately  wrote  a 
letter,  taking  upon  themselves 
exclusively,  in  the  strongest  lan¬ 
guage  they  could  use,  all  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  own  safety.  The 
Pasha  expressed  himself  perfectly 
satisfied  with  it,  but  still  begged 
them  to  re-consider  the  subject. 
Abdin  Casheff,  too,  having  sent 
for  them,  entered  into  many  details 
to  prove,  that  their  advance  would 
be  dangerous,  and  their  return, 
after  a  certain  time,  impossible ; 
and  he  enforced  his  objections  in 
the  warmest  and  most  friendl  v 
manner.  They  at  last  }iclocd, 
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from  a  conviction  that,  whatever 
resolution  they  might  themselves 
come  to,  the  Pasha  was  determined 
that  they  should  go  no  further. 
The  promise  of  a  boat  to  convey 
them  down  was  retracted,  and  it 
was  fixed,  that  they  should  return 
with  a  convoy  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  Nile.  The  escort,  however, 
was  placed  completely  at  their  dis¬ 
posal,  and  every  necessary  for  the 
journey  was  most  liberally  sup¬ 
plied.  A  respite  of  two  days  was 
also  allowed  them,  that  they  might 
finish  their  plans  and  descriptions 
of  the  antiquities  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

The  two  days,  which  were  al¬ 
lowed  the  travellers  for  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  antiquities  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  camp,  were 
devoted  assiduously  to  that  em¬ 
ployment.  The  most  important 
of  these  ruins  lie  a  little  to  the  N. 
of  Merawe,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  Djebel  el  Berkel,  near 
the  site,  as  Mr.  Waddington  sup¬ 
poses,  of  the  ancient  Napata. 
They  consist  of  temples  and  pyra¬ 
mids.  Of  the  seven  or  eight  stone 
buildings  and  excavations  in  the 
rock,  which  Mr.  Waddington  sup¬ 
poses  to  have  been  temples,  there 
is  one  which  far  exceeds  all  the 
rest.  Including  the  thickness  of 
the  walls,  it  is  450  feet  long,  and 
159  wide:  its  entrance  faces  the 
Nile,  and,  going  in,  you  pass  suc¬ 
cessively  through  hve  chambers, 
the  exterior  being  larger  than  the 
interior,  and  all  of  them  having 
been  once  ornamented  with  co¬ 
lumns.  To  the  left  of  the  inner¬ 
most  chamber  but  one,  is  a  sixth 
apartment;  and  in  each  of  these 
two  is  a  black  granite  pedestal, 
beautifully  sculptured,  on  which 
stood,  most  probably,  the  statue  of 
the  god  to  whom  the  temple  was 
dedicated,  or  of  the  king  by  whom 


it  was  erected.  Hieroglyphics 
were  still  visible  on  the  ruined 
walls.  From  having  observed  a 
sculptured  stone  among  the  mortar 
in  the  middle  of  the  thick  outer 
wall,  Mr.  Waddington  inferred 
that  the  stones  were  taken  from 
some  more  ancient  edifice;  and 
the  irregularity  of  the  foundations, 
together  with  the  positions  of 
several  of  the  columns,  inclined 
him  to  believe  that  this  building 
had,  when  erected,  included  within 
it  some  chambers  of  one  still  older. 
The  most  perfect  of  these  temples 
is  one  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Waddington,  was  dedicated  to 
Bacchus;  it  is  about  a  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  is  ornamented 
with  figures  of  nearly  all  the  gods 
of  Egypt. 

The  pyramids  of  Djebel  el  Ber¬ 
kel  are  on  the  N.  and  N.  W.  of 
the  mountain,  near  the  edge  of  the 
desert.  They  are  seventeen  in 
number,  but  some  of  them  are 
now  mere  shapeless  mounds.  None 
of  them  are  of  considerable  size :  - 
the  base  of  the  largest  is  81  feet 
square.  One  group,  consisting  of 
seven,  have  all,  with  one  excep¬ 
tion,  arched  porticos  annexed  to 
them,  coeval,  as  it  appeared,  with 
the  pyramids  themselves. 

At  El  Belial,  a  rocky  spot  sur¬ 
rounded  by  sand,  on  the  edge  of 
the  desert,  six  or  seven  miles  above 
Djebel  el  Berkel,  and  situate  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  re¬ 
mains  may  be  seen  of  nearly  forty 
pyramids  of  different  sizes,  of 
higher  apparent  antiquity  than 
those  of  Djebel  el  Berkel,  and  in 
a  more  ruinous  state  than  the  most 
ruinous  of  those  at  Saccara.  Mud 
seems  to  have  been  the  cement 
employed  in  them.  The  greater 
part  of  them  are  now  mere  mounds 
of  decomposed  stone, ,  gravel,  and 
sand.  Even  in  those  which  have 
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best  withstood  the  ravages  of  time, 
the  exterior  coating  has  crumbled 
off,  and  the  layers  to  some  depth 
within  have  fallen  away.  The 
largest  has  a  base  of  152  feet 
square,  and  is  103  feet  7  inches  in 
height :  it  contains  within  it  an¬ 
other  pyramid  of  a  different  age 
and  architecture,  and  composed  of 
a  hard,  light,  coloured  sand-stone, 
firmore  durable/’  says  Mr.  Wad- 
dington,  “  than  that,  which  after 
sheltering  it  for  ages,  has  at  last 
decayed  and  fallen  off  and  left  it 
once  more  exposed  to  the  eyes  of 
men.”  The  conclusion  is  too 
hasty.  The  outer  case  has  been 
exposed  to  the  winds  and  rains  of 
thousands  of  years,  while  the  inner 
pyramid  has  been  completely  shel¬ 
tered  :  the  less  ruinous  state  of  the 
latter  is,  therefore,  no  proof  of 
the  superior  durability  of  its  mate¬ 
rials. 

They  were  informed  that,  in  the 
island  of  Doulga,  situated  a  short 
way  up  the  river,  immediately 
above  a  cataract,  there  were  large 
excavations  and  “  buildings  that 
reached  to  heaven.”  These  they 
supposed  to  have  been  fortifications, 
not  temples ;  and  that  Doulga  is 
the  island  in  which  the  king  of 
Dongola  took  refuge  in  688  from 
the  pursuit  of  the  boats  and  troops 
of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt. 

On  the  24th  of  December  (the 
preceding  day  having  been  so¬ 
lemnized  as  Christmas  in  the 
camp),  they  commenced  their 
journey  downward  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  Nile.  Their  escort 
was  composed  at  first  of  Tombol, 
(a  Dongolese  king,  in  whose  domi¬ 
nions  lay  the  fertile  island  of 
Argo),  and  Mohammed  Casheff  of 
Dar  Mahass,  with  their  respective 
retinues ;  it  was  afterwards  in¬ 
creased  by  two  other  kings  of  Dar 
Mahass,  and  the  king  of  Old 


Dongola.  The  respect  and  obe¬ 
dience,  which  these  barbarous 
chiefs  showed  towards  our  tra¬ 
vellers,  are  a  clear  incontrovertible 
proof,  that  they  were  believed  to 
stand  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Pasha.  As  they  returned  through 
Dar  Sheygya,  they  saw  many  of 
the  Arabs  returning  to  their  homes 
and  resuming  under  the  Pasha’s 
protection  the  occupations  which 
the  war  had  forced  them  to  abandon. 
Their  swords  and  lances  had  been 
taken  from  them,  but  they  had 
been  allowed  to  retain  a  knife  or 
dirk,  which  they  usually  wear  on 
the  left  arm. 

On  the  29th  of  December  the 
travellers  entered  Old  Dongola, 
which  they  had  not  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  visiting  in  their  voyage 
upwards.  It  has  a  stone  castle ; 
the  streets  are  regular,  but  full  of 
sand ;  the  houses  are  of  mud,  with 
huge  massive  doors,  resembling 
each  a  separate  fortification.  Though 
capable  of  containing  2,000  peo¬ 
ple,  its  inhabitants  do  not  ex¬ 
ceed  200-  At  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  though  even 
then  half-deserted  and  hastening 
to  decay,  it  was  still  of  import¬ 
ance;  and  it  continued  to  have 
flourishing  bazaars,  and  to  be  the 
centre  of  considerable  commerce, 
till  it  became  tributary  to  the 
Sheygya.  These  Arabs  contri¬ 
buted  to  its  depopulation,  by  car¬ 
rying  away  many  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants:  but  the  establishment  of 
the  Mamelouks  at  Maragga  gave 
the  finishing  blow  to  its  conse¬ 
quence  and  wealth.  The  Dongo¬ 
lese  seem  to  care  little  who  the 
rulers  are  that  hold  them  in  vas¬ 
salage.  They  had  been  patient 
subjects  of  the  Sheygya ;  and  they 
seemed  already  quite  satisfied  with 
the  yoke  of  the  Pasha. 

On  the  3rd  of  January,  1821. 
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the  travellers  arrived  at  the  isle  of 
Benni,  the  abode  of  their  con¬ 
ductor,  king  Tombol.  The  four 
following  days  were  spent  in  re¬ 
ceiving  his  hospitalities,  which 
Mr.  Waddington  has  detailed 
minutely,  and  in  visiting  the  anti¬ 
quities  in  the  adjacent  island  of 
Argo.  They  wished  to  have  made 
excavations;  but,  though  accom¬ 
panied  by  some  of  T  cmbol’s 
guards,  they  could  not  obtain  from 
the  natives  the  requisite  assistance. 
One  reason  of  their  failure  was, 
that  they  had  only  the  base  money 
of  Egypt,  on  which  the  Nubians 
set  no  value.  After  they  had 
given  up  their  antiquarian  re¬ 
searches,  they  were  detained  six 
days  longer  by  the  sickness  of  one 
of  their  servants.  This  interval 
of  inaction  leaves  Mr.  Waddington 
at  leisure  to  give  us  some  interest¬ 
ing  details,  that  illustrate  the 
internal  state  of  society  among  the 
Nubians. 

“  There  is  a  young  Shiek,  or 
Saint,”  says  he,  who  lived  in  a 
cottage  near  our  tent,  and  visited 
us  frequently — an  intelligent  look¬ 
ing  boy,  and  well  versed  in  the 
Koran ;  he  fetches  water  for  our 
servants,  and  is  nephew  of  the 
king  of  Dongola.  The  title  is 
Shiek  of  Islam,  or  Supporter  of 
the  Faith ;  the  office,  and  the 
holiness  attending  it,  are  hereditary. 
The  Shieks  of  Islam  are  exempted 
from  all  bodily  labour,  and  have  a 
portion  of  land  cultivated  by 
others ;  they  generally  increase 
their  income  by  writing  charms. 
The  tombs,  which  we  have  had  so 
many  occasions  to  notice,  contain 
their  bodies;  not,  however,  that 
such  habitations  are  necessarily 
built  for  all  who  die,  but  only  for 
those  whose  conduct  is  considered 
by  their  surviving  brethren  to  have 
deserved  such  an  honour.  All 


property  left  in  the  precincts  of 
these  tombs  is  protected  by  their 
sanctity ;  and  so  effectually,  that 
I  have  frequently  observed  heaps 
of  corn  lying  there,  in  the  open 
air  and  by  the  road  side,  as  being 
thus  placed  in  greater  security 
than  could  have  been  afforded  by 
the  house  of  their  possessor. 

“  This  boy  is  distinguished  in 
appearance  by  a  different  arrange¬ 
ment  of  his  hair,  which  is  curled 
up  close  round  the  head,  instead  of 
hanging  down  in  the  manner 
usual  with  his  unconsecrated 
countrymen. 

“  He  speaks  Arabic  excellently, 
and  Hadji  Yacobe  our  Irish  ser¬ 
vant,  by  our  desire,  requested  him 
to  write  some  verses  of  the  Koran 
for  him  as  a  charm ;  he  told 
Yacobe  that  he  must  first  swear, 
4  by  God,  the  creator  of  the  world," 
that  they  were  for  himself  (a  sup¬ 
posed  Mussulman),  and  not  for  the 
Christians.  Yacobe  offered  to 
swear  by  the  Prophet,  but  this  the 
saint  held  insufficient,  saying, 
f  that  the  Prophet,  though  the 
ambassador  of  God,  was  still  a 
man  like  ourselves,  and  the  oath 
by  him  would  not  be  binding. 
There  are  three  laws  (he  conti¬ 
nued),  that  of  Moses,  of  Jesus, 
and  Mahommed ;  Jesus  was  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  the  mistake  of 
the  Christians  is,  in  supposing  that 
he  was  crucified ;  the  Jew  was 
crucified,  but  the  Spirit  did  not 
suffer." 

t(  Our  young  instructor  received 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in 
Dar  Sheygya,  and  was  afterwards 
at  school  in  Old  Dongola.  They 
are  taught  in  these  schools  to  read 
and  write ;  and,  in  arithmetic, 
addition,  subtraction,  and  multi¬ 
plication.  The  saint  multiplied 
several  figures  into  each  other  in 
the  presence  of  James.  When 
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their  education  is  finished,  the 
parents  pay  the  master  in  cotton 
cloth  and  dhourra,  and  when  rich, 
also  in  cattle.  The  masters  are 
shieks  of  Islam ;  these  are  not  the 
magicians,  nor  are  they  ever  shieks 
of  tribes ;  the  employment  is  con¬ 
sidered  very  honourable,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  held  by  relatives  of  the 
royal  family.  The  boys  are  pu¬ 
nished  for  rebellious  conduct,  for 
stabbing  each  other  with  knives, 
&c.  &e. ;  but  the  offence,  for  which 
there  is  the  least  hope  of  pardon, 
is  that  of  allowing  the  Koran  to 
fall  on  the  ground.  Large  sticks 
are,  as  usual,  the  instruments  of 
chastisement ;  but  the  third  offence 
is  in  every  case  expulsion.  They 
are  taught  to  read  on  the  same 
kind  of  flat  boards  that  are  used 
for  the  same  purpose  in  Egypt.” 

Here,  as  in  other  Mohammedan 
countries,  religion  seems  to  be  the 
chief  barrier  to  the  power  of  the 
sovereign. 

“  These  petty  princes,  who, 
under  the  titles  of  Shiek,  Casheff, 
Mek  or  Malek,  have  so  long  pos¬ 
sessed  and  divided  the  banks  of 
the  Nile  from  Assouan  to  Sennaar, 
seem  not  to  have  been  entirely 
despotic ;  and  profess  to  consider 
themselves  as  placed  in  that  situa¬ 
tion  by  the  will  of  God,  to  admi¬ 
nister  the  justice  of  the  Koran : 
the  only  law,  as  it  is  the  only 
learning  of  Mahometans.  For 
murder,  the  king  may  punish  with 
instant  death ;  for  theft,  he  has 
only  power  to  beat  the  culprit, 
though  it  would  seem  that  his  life 
is  forfeited  by  a  repetition  of  the 
offence.  There  is  no  gradation  of 
punishment:  mutilation,  branding, 
or  banishment  are  not  heard  of : 
nor  is  there  any  thing  intermediate 
between  the  nabboot  and  death. 
The  laws  for  securing  the  property 
of  the  subject  seem,  to  have  been 


much  less  definite ;  nor  could  we 
ever  get  any  clear  account  of 
them :  for  the  protection  of  tra¬ 
vellers,  certainly  none  existed. 
When  we  have  observed  the  cu¬ 
riosity  with  which  Malek  Tombold 
and  his  soldiers  regarded,  and  even 
handled,  some  of  our  property, 
and  the  avidity  they  displayed  to 
possess  all,  even  to  our  very 
clothes,  we  have  often  congratu¬ 
lated  ourselves  on  the  protection 
afforded  us  by  the  name  of  Ma- 
hommed  Ali,  and  the  vicinity  of 
his  armies ;  without  which,  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  attempt  to 
explore  these  countries  could  have 
been  successful.” 

After  taking  leave  of  king  Tom- 
bol  at  Banni,  three  days  journey 
brought  our  travellers  to  the  north¬ 
ern  frontier  of  Dongola.  On  the 
17th  they  arrived  at  Hadji  Omar, 
the  capital  of  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
Dar  Mahass,  who,  accompanied  by 
his  minstrel,  formed  part  of  the 
convoy.  The  hospitable  civilities 
of  the  sovereign  gave  Mr.  Wad- 
dington  much  less  gratification, 
than  the  landscape  which  he  sur¬ 
veyed  from  the  summit  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  rock. 

“  The  view,”  says  he,  “  was  as 
extensive  as  that  I  had  from  the 
top  of  Mount  Fogo,  but  the  effect 
extremely  different.  In  the  former 
situation,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
mountain,  the  Nile  and  its  islands 
were  spread  before  me  like  a  map  ; 
the  greater  distance  to  which  1 
was  at  present  removed,  left  more 
to  imagination.  It  is  a  noble  sight 
to  contemplate  the  father  of  rivers 
at  the  same  time  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left,  before  and  behind, 
laboriously  forcing  his  way  among 
the  rOcks,  in  appearance  a  mighty 
serpent  winding  through  the  de¬ 
sert,  but  in  effect  the  contrary; 
for  where  he  conics  not  is  desola* 
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tion ;  before  him  and  by  his  sides 
are  verdure  and  life ;  he  seems 
constantly  struggling  to  do  good, 
and  constantly  resisted,  and  you 
see  together  his  power,  his  benefi¬ 
cence,  and  his  beauty.  The  good 
and  evil  genii  of  Africa  are  in 
conflict,  and  it  is  melancholy  |to 
see  how  limited  is  the  success  of 
the  former,  and  how  narrow  the 
line  of  fertility  compared  with  the 
barrenness  that  extends  without 
bounds  around  it :  and  yet  the 
very  waste  has  its  herds  of  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  it  is  a  wonderful  con¬ 
sideration  how  many  animals  de¬ 
rive  from  this  river  alone  their 
life  and  the  means  of  preserving 
it. 

Dar  Mahass  presents  ruins  at 
Sasef  (which,  Mr.  Waddington 
thinks,  is  the  ancient  Aboccis),  at 
Soleb,  and  at  Doshe.  Those  at 
Soleb  appear  to  be  the  most  mag¬ 
nificent  in  Nubia :  they  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  Mr.  W.  in  the  following 
terms 

“  The  temple  of  Soleb  faces  the 
Nile,  and  is  about  four  hundred 
yards  distant  from  it.  In  advanc¬ 
ing  towards  it  your  attention  is 
first  attracted  by  an  elevated  stone 
foundation  of  thirty  feet  seven 
inches  in  thickness,  extending  in 
front  of  the  temple,  and  of  equal 
length  with  the  portail ;  it  is  much 
ruined,  and  in  some  places  cannot 
he  traced  without  difficulty.  There 
is  an  entrance  eight  feet  six  inches 
in  width,  exactly  opposite  to  the 
gate  of  the  temple;  two  narrow 
walls,  one  each  side  of  the  en¬ 
trance,  lead  nearly  up  to  the  re¬ 
mains  of  two  sphinxes,  of  which 
the  former  is  of  grey  granite,  and 
has  the  ram’s  head ;  it  is  six  feet 
in  length ;  the  other  is  so  much 
broken  as  to  he  nearly  shapeless ; 
they  are  situated  thirty-four  feet 
six  inches  from  the  stone  founda¬ 


tion,  and  ninety-feet  nine  inches 
farther  still  is  the  beginning  of  a 
staircase  leading  up  to  the  temple; 
two  other  sphinxes  have  been 
posted  in  front  of  it,  of  which  there 
remains  a  part  of  one  only.  Thence 
to  the  wall  of  the  temple  is  an 
ascent  of  seventy-two  feet  over 
heaps  of  ruins.  The  front  of  the 
portail,  which  is  far  from  perfect, 
is  about  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  feet  long;  the  width  of  the 
staircase  before  it  fifty-seven  feet. 
The  wall,  which  is  twenty-four 
feet  thick,  is  not  solid,  but  contains 
on  each  side  of  the  entrance  three 
cells,  into  which  there  is  no  door, 
and  whose  use  is  not  obvious ; 
there  is  in  the  wall  of  the  gate¬ 
way  itself  a  kind  of  nook,  or  re¬ 
tired  space,  measuring  eleven  feet 
seven  inches  in  width,  such  as  I 
have  observed  in  some  temples  of 
Nubia  and  Egypt. 

“  The  first  chamber  is  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  two  feet  six  inches  in 
breadth,  and  in  depth  only  eighty- 
eight  feet  eight  inches :  round 
three  sides  of  it  runs  a  single  row 
of  pillars,  and  on  the  fourth  and 
farthest  has  been  a  double  row, 
making,  on  the  whole,  thirty  co¬ 
lumns,  of  which  seven  are  still 
standing  and  perfect ;  there  is  no¬ 
thing  original  in  their  shape  or 
execution,  and  they  are  all  from 
the  same  model;  the  diameter  of 
their  base  is  five  feet  seven  inches, 
and  their  height  about  forty  feet ; 
they  are  inscribed  with  hierogly¬ 
phics  only :  the  space  between 
them  and  the  wall  of  the  temple 
lias  been  covered  by  a  roof,  which 
is  now  fallen  in. 

“  The  front  wall  of  the  second 
chamber,  which  is  rather  less  in 
width  than  the  first,  and  only 
sixty-eight  feet  three  inches  in 
length,  is  niched  in  the  entrance, 
like  the  propylon,  and  is  twelve 
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feet  in  thickness ;  in  the  chamber 
itself  there  is  no  considerable  por¬ 
tion  of  any  pillar  standing,  and  it 
was  not  without  some  difficulty 
that  we  were  enabled  to  trace  a 
single  row  of  twenty-four  columns, 
exactly  resembling  those  in  the 
first  chamber,  which  has  surround¬ 
ed  it  within  a  few  feet  of  the  wall; 
their  fragments  are  scattered  about 
in  every  direction,  and  the  very 
bases  of  some  are  rooted  up,  and 
the  mud  foundation  on  which  they 
have  stood  is  exposed.  So  entire, 
yet  so  partial,  a  ruin,  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  sudden  yielding 
of  that  foundation ;  an  earthquake 
would  not  have  spared  the  columns 
which  still  remain  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  temple. 

“  The  middle  of  the  chamber  is 
low  and  hollow,  and  a  very  large 
stone  is  lying  in  one  part  of  it, 
which  might,  at  first  sight,  be 
mistaken  for  a  part  of  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  wall.  On  the  posterior 
wall,  and  near  the  entrance  into 
the  adytum,  lies  a  sculptured  stone, 
about  ten  feet  long ;  a  hawk,  an 
owl,  and  an  ox,  with  other  hiero- 
glyphical  figures  are  represented 
on  it,  of  unusual  size,  but  in  low 
relief. 

“  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
dimensions  of  the  adytum,  as  no 
part  of  the  side  walls  can  be 
traced,  and  only  a  few  feet  of  the 
posterior  one ;  it  has,  however, 
clearly  contained  twelve  pillars  and 
not  more,  and  of  these  three  are 
still  entire  (except  the  capital  of 
one),  and  about  a  half  of  a  fourth; 
the  rest  have  fallen  chiefly  to¬ 
wards  the  Nile,  before  their  enemy, 
the  desert,  and  one  of  them  is  now 
so  much  inclined  in  the  same  direc¬ 
tion,  that  he  must  shortly  be  laid 
with  his  brethren.  They  are  of 
a  different  model  from  those  in  the 
first  chamber,  but  not  of  a  new  or 


uncommon  one  ;  they  are  five  feet 
eleven  inches  in  diameter,  and  the 
distance  between  the  two  rows  on 
the  left  is  six  feet  two  inches,  and 
between  the  two  middlemost  of 
the  four  rows  nine  feet  six  inches. 
The  length  of  the  chamber  appears 
to  be  thirty-seven  feet.  The  lower 
parts  of  all  the  columns  bear  re¬ 
presentations  of  figures  about  three 
feet  high,  of  which  the  lower  half 
is  concealed  by  a  tablet  inscribed 
with  hieroglyphics.  I  copied  some 
of  them,  as  I  had  before  copied 
some  similar  at  Sasef ;  they  are  in 
low  relief,  but  executed  in  the 
very  best  style,  as  are  all  the  sculp¬ 
tures  remaining  on  the  temple, 
though  in  some  places  they  have 
never  been  finished.  Jupiter 
Ammon  appears  twice  among  the 
few  remaining  figures,  and  to  him 
I  suppose  the  building  to  have 
been  dedicated ;  part  of  a  Mcndes, 
with  the  flail  and  lotus,  is  distin¬ 
guishable  on  a  fragment. 

“  On  the  western  side  of  a 
pillar  we  observed  some  marks, 
evidently  artificial,  and  in  charac¬ 
ters  unknown  to  us,  though  most 
resembling  Greek.  I  copied  them 
twice,  in  two  situations  of  the  sun, 
and,  as  I  believe,  with  the  greatest 
accuracy.  I  have  shown  them  to 
three  or  four  men  of  learning,  who 
have  not  recognized  them;  how¬ 
ever,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make 
them  public,  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  at  length  meet  some  eye,  to 
which  they  are  not  strange. .  It  is 
the  only  ancient  inscription  in  any 
language  that  we  have  been  for¬ 
tunate  enough  to  observe  during 
our  expedition ;  though  we  have 
neglected  the  examination  of  no 
spot,  where  such  a  discovery  might 
probably  have  been  made. 

c(  rp]10  temple  of  Soleb  affords 

the  lightest  specimen  I  have  seen, 
of  Ethiopian  or  Egyptian  archi- 
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Lecture.  The  sandstone  of  which 
most  of  the  columns  are  composed 
is  beautifully  streaked  with  red, 
which  gives  them,  from  a  little 
distance,  a  rich  and  glowing  tint. 
The  side  and  posterior  walls  have 
almost  entirely  disappeared;  and 
the  roof  (for  the  adytum  has  been 
completely  covered),  has  every 
where  fallen  in,  so  that  there  re¬ 
mains  no  ponderous  heap  of  ma¬ 
sonry  to  destroy  the  effect  of  eleven 
beautiful  and  lofty  columns,  backed 
by  the  mountains  of  the  desert,  or 
by  the  clear  blue  horizon.  We 
were  no  longer  contemplating  a 
gloomy  edifice,  where  heaviness  is 
substituted  for  dignity,  height  for 
sublimity,  and  size  for  grandeur  ; 
no  longer  measuring  a  pyramidal 
mass  of  stone-work,  climbing  up 
to  heaven  in  defiance  of  taste  and 
of  nature.  We  seemed  to  be  at 
Segesta,  at  Phigalea,  or  at  Sunium ; 
where  lightness,  and  colour,  and 
elegance  of  proportion,  contrasted 
with  the  gigantic  scenery  about 


them,  make  the  beauty  of  the 
buildings  more  lovely,  and  their 
durability  more  wonderful ;  there 
is  no  attempt  in  them  to  imitate 
or  rival  the  sublimity  that  sur¬ 
rounds  them — they  are  content  to 
be  the  masterpieces  of  art,  and 
therefore  they  and  nature  live  on 
good  terms  together,  and  set  off 
each  others  beauty.  Those  works 
of  art  that  aim  at  more  than  this, 
after  exhausting  treasuries,  and 
costing  the  life  and  happiness  of 
millions,  must  be  satisfied  at  last 
to  be  called  hillocks.” 

At  Soleb  the  travellers  were 
deserted  by  their  guides,  and  for 
seven  days  had  to  find  out  their 
own  route.  On  the  1st  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  they  arrived  at  Wady 
Haifa,  regretting  the  termination 
of  their  labours  rather  than  re¬ 
joicing  at  it.  Their  expedition 
had  occupied  83  days ;  of  which 
34  were  spent  in  the  journey  up¬ 
wards,  10  in  and  about  the  camp 
of  Ismael,  and  39  in  returning. 


Narrative  of  an  Ascent  to  the  Summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  August 
1 8th,  1822.  By  Frederick  Clissold,  Esq. 


On  the  night  of  the  18th  of 
August,  at  half-past  ten,  I  started 
on  foot  with  six  guides.*  None 
of  us  had  taken  previous  rest ;  the 
air  was  perfectly  clear,  and  not 
unpleasantly  cold ;  but  there  was 


*  Viz.  Joseph  Marie  Coutet  (cap¬ 
tain)  had  made  the  ascent  to  the 
summit  5  times. 

David  Coutet  (brother  to  Marie),  4 
times. 

Pierre  Marie  Favret,  twice. 

Jacques  Coutet  (brother  to  Marie 
Coutet),  Simon  Jean  Baptiste,  and 
Matthew  Bossonet,  had  never  ascend¬ 
ed  to  the  summit. 


no  moon,  so  that  we  provided  our¬ 
selves  with  a  lantern.  As  the 
night  was  dark,  and  our  path  wan¬ 
dered  over  rugged  ground,  and 
through  a  pine-forest,  we  pro¬ 
ceeded  but  slowly.  After  an  hour's 
march  along  the  valley,  we  com¬ 
menced  our  ascent,  to  the  east  of 
the  glacier  de  Bossons.  About 
midnight  we  reached  the  cottage 
of  old  Favret — one  of  the  guides 
of  Saussure,  and  father  of  Pierre 
Favret,  by  whom  I  was  accompa¬ 
nied.  We  procured  of  him  a  few 
thin  pieces  of  wood  to  serve  as 
the  bed,  on  which  we  were  to  re- 
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pose  at  night,  anti  then  departed. 
When  we  arrived  half-way  to  the 
place  where  we  had  to  enter  upon 
the  glaciers,  I  obtained  possession 
of  the  sack  of  Pierre  Favret, 
whose  lot  it  was  to  carry  the 
lantern,  so  that  I  enabled  him  to 
proceed  more  speedily,  and  in¬ 
spired  my  guides  with  a  confidence 
in  my  strength,  which  encouraged 
them  to  their  greatest  exertions. 

We  had  now  to  ascend  the 
steepest  heights  of  the  mountain, 
and  were  soon  upon  a  narrow  path, 
strewed  with  loose  stones,  and 
winding  along  the  side  of  a  pre¬ 
cipitous  declivity,  which  shelved 
down,  upon  our  right,  in  one 
plane  of  smooth  rock,  to  the  depth 
of  1,000  or  1,500  feet.  At  half¬ 
past  three  in  the  morning,  we  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  base  of  the  Aiguille 
du  Midi,  and  were  as  near  the 
glacier  de  Bossons  as  our  safety 
permitted.  I  nowr  returned  the 
sack  to  Favret,  and  we  all  lay 
down  near  a  large  fragment  of 
rock,  which  shielded  us  from  the 
masses  of  ice,  stone,  or  snow, 
which  might  accidentally  have 
rolled  from  the  cliffs  above.  The 
guides  soon  fell  asleep ;  but  1 
watched  the  slow  advance  of  twi¬ 
light,  disclosing  the  strange  pros¬ 
pect. 

At  four,  the  guides  were  sum¬ 
moned  to  depart ;  and  as  we  had 
now  to  enter  on  the  glaciers,  I 
wore  my  spiked  shoes,  and  the 
guides  tied  on  their  crampons. 
They  had  left  behind  the  ladder, 
which  was  usually  brought  for 
crossing  the  crevasses,  having 
been  informed  that  the  glaciers 
were  unusually  favourable  to  our 
passage.  For  some  distance  wc 
travelled  along  the  foot  of  the 
Aiguille,  from  which  frequently 
roll  masses  of  snow,  ice,  and  rock ; 
a  danger  which  was  now  little  to 


be  feared,  as  the  frost,  which  al¬ 
ways  occurs  at  these  heights,  had 
not  yet  been  resolved  by  the  heat 
of  the  day. 

We  now  arrived  upon  a  long 
plain  of  ice,  intersected  with  cre¬ 
vasses,  which  ran  in  parallel  di¬ 
rections,  and  at  right  angles  with 
the  straight  line  of  ascent.  These 
chasms  were  seldom  more  than  ten 
feet  wide :  but  varied  considerably 
in  their  depths,  which  are  gene¬ 
rally  proportioned  to  those  of  the 
ice ;  the  depths  of  the  ice  varying 
as  the  irregularity  of  the  surface 
over  which  it  runs.  The  crevasses 
are  supposed  to  be,  in  some  places, 
several  hundred  feet  deep ;  and 
their  sides  generally  assumed  the 
light  blue  tints  of  the  sky.  From 
the  glaciers  which  we  now  tra¬ 
versed,  two  other  glaciers,  called 
Bossons  and  Tacconay,  descend  in 
two  distinct  channels  into  the 
valley,  but  being  thawed  by  the 
heat  of  the  earth,  and  the  warmth 
of  the  lower  strata  of  air,  they  are 
dissolved  generally  in  proportion 
to  their  advance.  The  width  of 
that  part  of  the  vast  field  of  ice, 
which  was  seen  from  our  line  of 
ascent,  is  perhaps  half  a  mile ; 
the  whole  length  of  the  field  is 
about  two  miles ;  and  where  it 
approaches  the  line  of  perpetual 
congelation,  or  separates  into  the 
channels  running  into  the  valley, 
the  masses  of  ice  are  worked  into 
the  most  strange  and  irregular 
forms. 

Fronting  us,  rose  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc,  more  than  7*000  feet 
above  the  height  upon  which  we 
stood ;  while  on  our  left,  a  range 
of  numerous  Aiguilles  soared 
above  us  more  than  4,000  feet, 
stretching  eastward  from  below 
<he  summit,  with  outlines  mel¬ 
lowed  into  aerial  softness.  Some¬ 
times  they  presented  fissured  de- 
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divides,  dothed  with  glittering 
mantles  of  ice;  and  sometimes 
dusters  of  sun-gilt  spires,  pin¬ 
nacled  on  roofs  spariding  with 
snow.  On  our  right,  and  of 
about  the  same  height  with  the 
Aiguilles,  rose  the  white  Dome 
du  Goute,  which  derives  its  name 
from  its  form,  and  is  joined  to  the 
western  shoulder  of  the  summit 
by  a  rising  narrow  ridge.  Nearly 
in  the  midst  of  the  snowy  vale, 
between  the  Dome  and  the 
Aiguilles,  was  seen  a  line  of  rocks, 
called  the  Grands  Mulets;  the 
nearest  and  highest  of  which  is 
elevated  about  300  feet  above  its 
surrounding  glaciers.  This  vale 
rose  at  an  angle  of  30°,  and  was 
crossed  by  three  successive  plateaus, 
elevated  one  above  the  other,  at 
right  angles  with  our  line  of 
ascent :  —  the  highest,  which  is 
also  the  largest,  is  called  the 
Grand  Plateau ;  from  which 
abruptly  rises  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc  to  an  elevation  of  about 
3,000  feet ;  appearing,  at  a  dis¬ 
tance,  inaccessible. 

We  were  now  advancing  to  the 
rocks  of  the  Grands  Millets.  Our 
progress  was  obstructed  by  cre¬ 
vasses  ;  so  that  in  general  we  had 
either  to  wind  along  their  sides 
till  we  came  to  one  of  their  extre¬ 
mities,  or  to  leap  their  narrowest 
widths.  The  most  terrific  manner 
of  passing  them  was  by  a  descent 
into  the  chasm,  some  feet  below 
the  brink  of  the  opening;  then 
by  landing  upon  a  narrow  ridge 
in  its  middle,  whence  we  had  to 
climb  the  opposite  side;  which 
each  of  us  effected  without  ropes 
or  assistance.  As  we  approached 
the  line  of  congelation,  we  passed 
through  labyrinths  of  most  irregular 
masses.  Our  path  was  here  seldom 
seen  more  than  a  few  yards  before 
us,  and  sometimes  appeared  to  be 


suddenly  lost ;  leaving  us  locked 
up,  as  it  were,  in  chambers  of  ice 
and  congealed  snow.  One  or  two 
of  the  guides,  mounting  the  most 
elevated  pinnacles,  explored  the 
direction  of  our  road ;  while  the 
rest  of  the  party  awaited  their 
call.  The  most  perilous  office  of 
the  guides  is,  to  make  these  surveys ; 
it  requires  men  of  the  greatest  ex¬ 
pertness  and  intrepidity ;  and 
Marie  Coutet  was  possessed,  in 
these  respects,  of  marked  pre¬ 
eminence. 

On  our  arrival  near  the  Grands 
Mulets,  we  found  it  necessary  to 
climb  almost  their  whole  height ; 
as  the  irregular  fmasses  of  snow 
and  ice,  on  our  right,  were  im¬ 
passable.  These  rocks  are  very 
precipitous,  and,  in  climbing  them, 
we  had  generally  to  tread  on  loose 
stones.  As  soon  as  we  approached 
their  summit,  we  had  to  cut  in 
the  ice  a  path,  leading  horizontally 
along  their  sides  to  the  distance  of 
about  thirty  paces.  A  smooth 
broad  sheet  of  ice  covered  the 
whole  of  the  declivity  (which  was 
at  an  angle  of  45°)  ;  while  far 
below  us,  at  its  foot,  were  huge 
masses  of  ice  and  snow,  worked 
into  the  most  capricious  and  ter¬ 
rific  forms. 

At  half-past  seven,  we  arrived 
at  the  usual  place  of  rest,  without 
having  required  the  use  of  ropes 
or  other  assistance  ;  a  circumstance 
which  inspired  us  with  confidence 
in  our  ultimate  success.  We  now 
sat  down  to  partake  of  a  hearty 
breakfast,  when  we  beheld  several 
avalanches,  some  near  us,  and  some 
in  the  distance,  falling  like  cata¬ 
racts  down  the  rugged  rocks  of 
the  mountain.  The  thermometer 
in  the  sun  was  at  70°,  and  the 
state  of  the  weather  excited  the 
liveliest  hopes  of  success.  At  nine, 
the  guides  arranged  for  our  de- 


669 


TRAVELS,  MANNERS,  &c. 


parture :  we  all  put  on  our  veils, 
as  a  protection  from  tlie  heat  and 
light ;  at  the  same  time  taking  as 
plentiful  a  supply  of  water  from 
the  rocks,  as  our  means  afforded. 
We  had  now  to  traverse  the  re¬ 
gions  of  eternal  snow,  and  as  this 
part  of  our  journey  was  more 
dangerous  than  crossing  the  gla¬ 
ciers,  we  were  secured,  in  pairs, 
by  ropes ;  eight  or  nine  feet  of 
rope  being  left  between  each  form¬ 
ing  the  pair ;  and  I  chose  for  my 
fellow  the  guide,  that  appeared 
the  strongest.  Though  we  had  to 
pass  but  few  visible  crevasses ,  yet 
many  were  concealed  by  the  snows, 
and  we  therefore  followed  in  the 
steps  imprinted  by  the  leading 
guide. 

We  travelled  in  the  straightest 
possible  line  of  ascent ;  our  path 
leading  sometimes  among  rude 
piles  of  snow,  many  of  which  we 
scaled,  though  at  an  angle  of  50°. 
The  crevasses,  we  here  saw,  were 
often  of  greater  width  than  those 
of  the  glaciers;  some  of  them 
opening  twenty  feet  wide,  though 
they  were  seldom  of  great  depth. 
Their  sides  appeared  of  a  light 
blue  tint,  and  were  sometimes 
hung  with  pendant  and  dripping 
icicles ;  presenting  the  most  splen¬ 
did  spectacle. 

As  the  day  advanced,  we  heard 
many  avalanches  fall  from  the 
rocks ;  the  heat  was  oppressive ; 
our  thirst  rapidly  increased  ;  and 
our  stock  of  water  was  exhausted. 
I  therefore  proposed  bottling  the 
snow ;  expecting  it  to  thaw  by  the 
sun  or  the  heat  of  the  body,  an 
expedient  which  afforded  us  many 
a  hearty  draught.  Some  of  the 
guides  mixed  wine,  and  some 
i  vinegar,  with  snow ;  the  latter 
being  a  cooling  and  agreeable 
beverage  ;  others  found  great  re¬ 
lief  from  dissolving  loaf  sugar  in 


their  mouth ;  but,  with  regard  to 
myself,  I  generally  used  lemons, 
and  partook  abundantly  of  raisins, 
which  proved  a  good  substitute  for 
other  food.  Our  thirst  now  be¬ 
came  excessive ;  and  if  we  had  not 
satisfied  it,  effects  might  have  been 
experienced  worse  than  those  oc¬ 
casioned  by  taking  the  snow.  Our 
faces  suffered  from  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  as  well  as  the  powerful  re¬ 
flection  of  light ;  but  to  relieve  us 
from  these  unpleasant  effects,  1 
had  provided  myself  with  a  prepa¬ 
ration  of  cold  cream,  of  which  the 
guides  gladly  partook.  Soon  after 
we  left  the  Grands  Mulets,  my 
fellow  guide  detached  himself  from 
me,  on  account  of  his  great  ex¬ 
haustion.  I  was,  therefore,  se¬ 
cured  between  two  others,  and  was 
surprised  that  I  felt  so  little 
fatigue ;  but  the  cold  surface  we 
trod  prevented  those  ^inflammatory 
effects  in  the  legs,  which  are  ex¬ 
perienced  when  walking  upon 
common  ground.  Another  guide, 
from  exhaustion,  soon  fell  into  the 
rear ;  and  as  we  approached  the 
Grand  Plateau,  all,  except  Favret 
and  myself,  were  severely  affected 
with  lassitude  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  they  ascribed  to 
the  rarity  of  the  air.  Rest  was 
their  only  means  of  relief;  and 
this  soon  restored  them.  We 
reached  the  Grand  Plateau  at  two 
o’clock. 

From  the  heights  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  which  precipitately  rise  above 
this  Plateau,  immense  avalanches 
often  descend;  and  we  had  to 
effect  a  passage  directly  under  the 
summit,  whose  sides  threatened 
to  roll  down  the  impending  masses, 
with  which  they  were  burthened. 
A  rapid  progress  is  here  the  best 
means  of  safety. 

Being  now  released  from  the 
ropes,  since  there  were  no  more 
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crevasses  to  intercept  our  route,, 
we  rested  a  short  time ;  some  of 
the  party  reclining  among  the 
Scattered  ruins  of  former  ava¬ 
lanches  ;  while  near  us,  entombed 
in  a  crevasse,  slept  the  three  brave 
guides  who  perished  in  the  year 
1 820.* 

The  thermometer  in  the  sun 
was  still  at  70°.  After  a  short 
repose,  we  commenced  our  last 
stage.  All  my  guides  had  arrived 
except  one;  and  he  was  lying 
down  at  a  considerable  distance, 
in  a  state  of  exhaustion.  Our 
cheers,  however,  soon  roused  him ; 
he  advanced  a  few  paces,  and  then 
fell ;  so  that  it  was  expected  he 
would  be  obliged  to  return  to  the 
Grands  Millets.  Having  crossed 
the  plateau,  we  followed  a  serpen¬ 
tine  course  towards  Mont  Maudit, 
the  eastern  shoulder  of  Mont 
Blanc.  The  surface  of  the  snow 
was  of  so  firm  a  consistence,  that 
steps  were  cut  with  the  axe  for 
many  hundred  yards— *-a  most  la¬ 
borious  employment,  in  which  the 
guides  relieved  each  other  every 
ten  minutes.  The  whole  party 
now  preserved  uninterrupted 
silence ;  here  was  our  greatest 
danger — a  false  step  might  have 
swept  us  below  into  an  immense 
crevasse. 

While  detained  by  the  cutting 
of  steps,  I  felt  a  strong  inclina¬ 
tion  to  sleep,  and  feared  lest  I 
should  drop  down  ;  but,  by  main¬ 
taining  a  watchful  position,  and 
exciting  my  thoughts,  the  incli¬ 
nation  gradually  subsided.  After 
some  hundred  feet  of  ascent,  we 
found  ourselves  opposed  by  a  pa¬ 
rapet  of  congealed  snow,  about 
eight  feet  high,  and  of  the  hard¬ 
ness  of  ice.  This  we  scaled,  by 


*  See  Annual  Register,  Vol. 
LX11I,  page  662. 


means  erf  step,  cut  as  before,  and 
in  the  vicinity  found  a  dead  bee. 

We  had  been  so  much  retarded 
by  difficulties,  and  waiting  for 
wearied  guides,  since  we  left  the 
Grand  Plateau,  that  it  was  nearly 
six  o’clock  before  we  came  in  view 
of  the  Rocher  Rouge,  a  rock  on 
the  eastern  side  of  Mont  Blanc, 
about  800  feet  below  its  summit, 
and  facing  the  valley  of  Chamouni. 
As  Marie  Coutet  requested  leave 
for  some  of  the  guides  to  return 
to  the  rocks  near  the  Grands 
Mulets,  it  is  probable  they  felt  a 
little  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  sleep¬ 
ing  so  near  the  summit.  Our 
path  leading  to  the  eastern  shoulder, 
now  became  far  less  dangerous 
than  that  we  had  just  travelled  ; 
the  Rocher  Rouge  was  surveyed  ; 
and  the  guides,  who  were  before 
inclined  to  return,  now  selected 
this  as  our  place  of  abode  for  the 
night.  We  arrived  here  three  hours 
later  than  we  had  expected ;  and 
it  being  half-past  six,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  too  late  now  to  venture  to 
the  summit,  since  we  could  not 
have  reached  it  till  after  dusk. 
Continuing  a  little  to  the  right, 
and  then  to  the  left,  in  order  to 
gain  an  eminence  for  witnessing 
sunset,  we  came  to  a  plateau  be¬ 
hind  the  Rocher  Rouge,  in  view 
of  Chamouni ;  and  now  mounting 
my  handkerchief  upon  a  pole,  a 
soft  breath  of  wind  spread  its 
folds,  and  floated  it  gently  in  the 
air,  as  the  signal  of  our  happy 
triumph. 

My  anxiety  to  gain  the  summit 
this  evening  having  increased,  I 
walked  on  till  I  approached  a  rock, 
called  by  the  guides  the  Petit 
Mulet,  about  700  feet  below  the 
summit,  and  upon  the  south  side 
of  its  eastern  shoulder.  Plere  I 
proposed  to  Marie  Coutet,  that 
he  should  now  go  with  me  to  the 
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summit ;  to  which  he  immediately 
assented ;  hut,  together  with  his 
brother  David,  represented  the 
dangers  which  would  arise  from 
the  increasing  cold,  as  well  as 
from  the  approaching  darkness : 
the  sun  being  now  near  his 
setting,  and  there  being  no  moon. 
These  arguments  induced  me  to 
remain  in  our  present  situation  ; 
but  as  there  were  neither  ava¬ 
lanches  nor  crevasses  to  be  feared, 
I  should  instantly  have  proceeded 
to  the  summit,  had  I  not  prede¬ 
termined  to  abide  by  whatever 
advice  the  guides  might  seriously 
give. 

We  now  retraced  our  steps  to 
the  Rocher  Rouge,  which,  I  was 
soon  convinced,  had,  only  by  ne¬ 
cessity,  been  selected  as  our  place 
of  abode  for  the  night.  This 
rock  is  seated  upon  the  verge  of 
a  precipitous  eminence,  and  runs 
back  into  an  embankment  of 
drifted  snow,  so  as  to  have  a 
small  area  adjacent  to  its  western 
side.  This  area  is  so  detached 
from  the  rock,  as  to  leave  a  cre- 
vasse  running  along  its  base ;  the 
lower  part  of  the  embankment  is 
also  so  detached,  as  to  form  a 
covered  passage,  winding  over  this 
end  of  the  crevasse,  and  under  the 
embankment.  We  found  a  semi¬ 
circular  cavity,  which,  opening 
into  the  crevasse ,  upon  its  near 
side  and  close  to  its  brink,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  sinking  of  the  snows  under¬ 
neath.  Into  this  cavity  the  poles 
were  thrust  down,  to  ascertain 
whether  it  was  undermined  by  a 
continuation  of  the  chasm,  and 
we  judged  it  was  not.  The  cavity 
was  only  about  twenty  feet  from 
the  verge  of  the  eminence,  which 
consisted  chiefly  of  indurated  snow, 
that  frequently  rolled  down  in 
avalanches  ;  but  we  all  contented 


ourselves  with  this  situation,  being 
too  much  in  need  of  rest  to  be 
troubled  with  any  idea  of  danger. 

Every  guide  had  by  this  time 
arrived,  so  that  we  immediately 
set  about  guarding  the  cavity,  upon 
that  side  which  opened  into  the 
crevasse,  by  means  of  cross  poles 
fastened  into  the  snows ;  we  then 
strewed  its  floor  with  the  few 
pieces  of  wood  brought  from  old 
Favret,  and  spreading  over  them 
a  blanket,  we  all  crowded  together 
into  this  little  cell.  The  guides 
now  partook  of  a  moderate  supper  ; 
but  I  had  no  appetite,  and  my 
mouth  and  throat  suffered  from  the 
snow  and  lemons  I  had  eaten. 
Wine  was  too  strong  for  me,  and 
our  expedient  of  thawing  the 
snow  had  failed,  since  our  depar¬ 
ture  from  the  Grand  Plateau ;  so 
that  I  neither  ate  nor  drank.  I 
now  changed  my  shoes ;  putting 
on  the  pair  with  which  I  had  as¬ 
cended  to  the  glaciers.  I  changed 
also  my  stockings,  and  dressed  in 
an  extra  pair  of  hose,  and  a  spencer. 
Before  we  started,  I  understood 
that  charcoal  would  be  provided; 
but  none  now  appeared,  and  I  was 
resolved  not  to  complain.  The 
guides  used  for  pillows,  and  for 
enclosing  their  feet,  the  sacks 
which  had  contained  our  provisions, 
— an  accommodation  they  offered 
to  me,  which  I  declined ;  as  I  had 
brought  extra  clothing,  and  was 
resolved  to  share  in  their  hard¬ 
ships.  A  travelling  fur  cap  de¬ 
fended  my  head,  which  being  re¬ 
clined  on  the  snow,  I  had  only  to 
open  my  eyes  to  behold  above  me  a 
firmament  of  stars. 

The  thermometer  was  at  26°; 
and  we  were  extremely  cold  being 
sheltered  only  with  a  linen  cloth.  It 
was  eight  o’clock  before  we  became 
settled.  In  the  night  arose  light 
ijusts  of  wind,  drifting  the  snow 
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upon  us;  and  as  they  generally 
occasion  avalanches,  my  thoughts 
were  naturally  directed  to  the  pos¬ 
sible  instant  precipation  of  us  all 
2,000  feet  down  the  steeps  of  the 
mountain.  I  had  but  little  sleep 
through  the  night,  and  with  our 
thin  cloth  we  were  but  half 
covered ;  so  that  I  was  in  frequent 
watch  for  day.  At  length  gl  per¬ 
ceived  a  lambent  light,  which  had 
stolen  from  the  eastern  horizon, 
feebly  illumining  the  summit,  till 
it  glowed  softly  with  a  planetary 
lustre,  and  seemed  insphered,  as  it 
were,  in  the  dark  blue  firmament ; 
when,  as  twilight  brightened  into 
a  cloudless  morning,  it  blushed 
like  a  rising  harvest-moon.  Now, 
therefore,  I  roused  the  guides ; 
but  cold  and  dangerous  as  was 
our  resting  place,  half  of  them 
were  loath  to  leave  it ;  neither 
were  they  required,  as  we  had  now 
no  dangers  to  encounter.  I  omit¬ 
ted  to  look  at  the  thermometer; 
but  Marie  Coutet  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  attending  to  it  upon 
great  elevations,  afterwards  told 
me  that  he  considered  it  had  not 
descended  lower  than  18°;  our 
lemons,  however,  and  a  bottle  of 
the  best  hermitage,  were  frozen. 

As  we  advanced,  the  rising  sun 
kindled  the  summit,  as  it  were, 
into  a  lamp  of  burning  gold — a 
scene  which  inspired  us  with  new 
animation.  Favret  and  myself 
were  the  only  persons  not  subjected 
to  severity  of  suffering,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  regard  to  the  breath  : — » 
as  to  the  rest  of  the  party,  some 
lay  down,  and  though  others  kept 
their  standing,  yet  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  bend  their  bodies,  and  hang 
down  their  heads,  to  obtain  easier 
respiration. 

Having,  as  we  supposed,  walked 
about  twenty-five  miles  since  our 
departure  from  the  priory,  at  half¬ 


past  five  the  whole  party  reached 
the  summit ;  but  coldness,  fatigue, 
little  rest  for  two  nights,  an  inces¬ 
sant  attention  to  our  footsteps,  and 
that  state  of  equanimity  which  had 
been  requisite  in  surmounting  so 
many  dangers,  rendered  us  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fully  enjoying  the  grandeur 
which  was  now  displayed  around 
us. 

I  still  had  no  appetite ;  my  prin¬ 
cipal  beverage  was  snow ;  the  wine 
continued  frozen,  and  its  taste  was 
unpleasant;  but  I  found  a  few 
spoonsful  of  a  spirituous  syrup  very 
agreeable.  The  warmth  of  the 
atmosphere  rapidly  increased,  and 
we  were  greatly  refreshed  by  a 
slight  involuntary  slumber  upon 
the  bare  snows.  The  thermometer 
in  the  sun  was  at  70°  ;  yet  our  ex¬ 
pedient  of  bottling  the  snow  con¬ 
tinued  ineffectual. 

The  summit  presented  a  much 
larger  area  than  Coutet  had  ever 
before  seen,  although  this  was 
his  sixth  ascent.  It  is  supposed, 
therefore,  that  a  portion  of  the 
previous  altitude  of  the  mountain 
had  fallen ;  and  hence,  as  Mont 
Rosa  differs  in  height  from  Mont 
Blanc  only  about  one  hundred  feet, 
it  is  probable  that  they  may 
sometimes  approach  nearer  to  equa¬ 
lity  of  height  than  is  often  con¬ 
sidered.  Bonaparte  had  a  column 
of  wood  raised,  respectively,  on 
Mont  Blanc,  Mont  Rosa,  and  Mont 
Buet,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat¬ 
ing  surveys ;  these  columns  were 
erected  several  years  since  ;  but  as 
they  are  now  invisible,  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  they  have  been  swept  away 
by  avalanches. 

The  plane  of  the  summit  was 
triangular,  and  almost  equilateral ; 
declining  from  its  north  side,  which 
was  nearly  horizontal,  parallel  to, 
and  facing  the  valley  of  Chamouni ; 
the  distance  from  the  middle  of 
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tills  side  to  the  opposite  angle  being 
not  less  than  five  or  six  hundred 
feet.  The  plane  declined  from  the 
horizon  about  200  feet,  and  was 
intersected  by  a  fissure,  which  ran 
parallel  and  near  the  side  next  to 
Chamouni,  presenting  in  appear¬ 
ance  the  formation  of  a  crevasse. 
As  an  example  of  the  little  effect 
produced  upon  my  respiration  at 
so  high  an  altitude,  I  felt  not  the 
least  ill  consequence  from  running 
a  considerable  way  down  the  plane ; 
while  one  of  the  guides,  who  was 
only  walking,  became  so  greatly 
affected,  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie 
down. 

I  sat  upon  the  head  of  the  pin¬ 
nacle,  which  rises  at  the  angle 
next  to  Cormayeur,  and  looked 
down  a  vast  uninterrupted  rocky 
precipice,  retreating  perpendicu¬ 
larly  several  thousand  feet,  into  a 
declivity  of  ice  and  snow,  which 
slanted  down  to  other  cliffs,  over¬ 
shadowing  the  vale. 

The  air  was  perfectly  still ;  the 
sky  of  a  deep  cerulean  tint ;  and 
the  contrast  of  this  richness  and 
solemnity  of  shade  magnificently 
increased  the  splendor  of  the  sun. 
We  descried  only  two  or  three 
small  travelling  clouds ;  but  these 
foreboded  a  gradual  termination  of 
our  fine  weather.  A  thin  hazy 
circle  skirted  the  horizon,  dimming 
all'  objects  in  the  extreme  distance, 
or,  it  was  thought,  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  might  have  been  discerned. 
All  distant  low  land,  as  well  as  the 
waters  of  the  Genevan  lake,  were 
slightly  obscured  ;  but  the  extreme 
range  of  the  Alps  rose  clearly  in 
view,  from  which  Mont  Rosa 
“  upheaved  its  vastness,”  pre-emi¬ 
nent  in  majesty  and  splendor. 
Amid  this  wildly-varied  immensity, 
the  distant  Schreckhorn  dwindled 
into  a  diminutive  peak  ;  while,  of 
all  the  magnificence  which  was 
Vol.  LXIV. 


stretched  around  us,  the  sublimest 
spectacle  was  presented  by  the  mo¬ 
narch  upon  whose  crown  we  trod  ; 
for  over  a  tract  of  seven  miles 
in  breadth,  and  five  and  twenty 
in  length,  were  seen,  crowded 
together  in  confused  perspective, 
hundreds  of  rifted  pyramids,  boldly 
towering  over  tremendous  and 
most  resplendent  glaciers ;  while 
a  range  of  aguilles  upon  the  south¬ 
ern  side  of  the  mountain  rose  with 
a  still  more  subduing  sublimity — 
some  of  them  soaring  seven  thou¬ 
sand  feet  almost  perpendicularly 
above  the  vale,  and  refulgent  with 
vast  accumulations  of  ice  and 
snow. 

Having  remained  upon  the 
summit  three  hours,  we  com-, 
menced  our  descent  at  half-past 
eight.  I  had  previously  surveyed 
the  mountain,  and  was  convinced 
that  the  usual  ,  line  of  ascent  was 
the  only  one  now  practicable.  We 
intended  to  descend  by  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Rocher  Rouge ;  but  as 
there  was  no  visible  support  to  a 
vast  bridge  of  snow,  over  which 
we  must  have  crossed,  we  retraced 
our  footsteps.  Having  halted  at 
the  Rocher  Rouge,  we  found,  that 
our  articles,  which  had  been  frozen, 
were  now  moistened  by  the  heat. 
The  descent  of  all  precipitous 
places  is  far  more  dangerous  than 
the  ascent ;  and  we  had,  there¬ 
fore,  to  fear  mostly  the  declivities 
leading  to  the  Grand  Plateau. 
Marie  Coutet  tied  a  rope  round 
my  waist,  holding  one  end  in  his 
hand ;  and  in  my  attempt  to  des¬ 
cend  the  parapet  of  congealed 
snow  we  before  had  passed,  I  fell ; 
Coutet  saved  me  with  a  rope  ;  and 
I  further  secured  myself  by  strik¬ 
ing  my  baton  into  the  ice.  At  this 
instant  Coutet  let  fall  the  rope  , 
the  least  slide  would  now  have 
been  fatal  since  at  the  foot  of  the 
2  X 
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declivity  opened  an  immense  crc- 
vasse.  Fearing  the  result  of  any 
attempt  to  descend  to  me  for  the 
rope,,  I  succeeded  in  throwing  it 
up  to  Coutet ;  hut  the  moment  I 
gained  the  foot  of  the  parapet,  he 
also  fell,  and  threw  me  down ;  hav¬ 
ing,  however,  previously  fixed  my 
baton  into  the  ice,  and  receiving 
the  assistance  of  a  guide,  who  had 
now  arrived,  we  were  both  saved. 
Near  this  place  we  found  a  bee, 
which  lay  upon  the  snows ;  but, 
one  of  the  guides  keeping  it  for 
some  time  in  his  hand,  it  revived, 
and  flew  away. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  Grand 
Plateau,  the  ropes  were  again  fast¬ 
ened  round  us,  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  when  we  ascended,  and  in 
this  way  we  rapidly  advanced  to 
the  Grands  Millets ;  the  guides, 
who  had  suffered  so  severely  dur¬ 
ing  the  ascent,  now  easily  keeping 
pace  with  the  rest  of  the  party. 
Placing  ourselves  in  a  sitting  pos¬ 
ture,  we  slid  down,  with  great  ve¬ 
locity,  several  embankments  of 
three  and  five  hundred  feet  in  the 
line  of  descent.  This  expedient 
was  not  attended  with  danger,  as 
there  were  no  visible  crevasses; 
and  our  velocity  would  have  car¬ 
ried  us  over  any  which  might  have 
been  concealed.  In  some  places, 
our  footsteps  left  a  hole  in  the 
snow,  and  once  my  foot  sunk  into 
a  deep  cavity ;  so  that  we  proba¬ 
bly  passed  over  some  hidden  abyss, 
which  was  sometimes  suspected  by 
a  long  water-coloured  streak.  If, 
in  these  cases,  the  traveller  throws 
himself  down,  and  holds  his  baton 
horizontally,  and  at  right  angles 
with  the  crevasse,  he  will  add 
greatly  to  his  security ;  since  cre- 
vasses,  whether  visible  or  invisible, 
are  generally  at  right  angles  with 
the  line  of  ascent.  We  had  not 
rested  since  we  left  the  summit ; 


and  my  guides  wished  to  repose 
awhile  under  the  cool  shade  of  an 
overhanging  mass  of  snow a 
pleasure  I  declined.  We  arrived 
at  the  Grands  Mulets  at  half-past 
one.  The  guides  made  a  hearty 
dinner ;  I  still  had  no  appetite,  but 
drank  freely  of  the  clear  water, 
which  rilled  down  the  rocks.  Du¬ 
ring  nearly  the  whole  of  my  stay, 
I  was  occupied  in  taking  a  parting 
leave  of  the  scenery  around  me ; 
and  whilst  our  dangers  were  form¬ 
ing  a  subject  of  merriment,  sud¬ 
denly  a  sound  as  of  reiterating 
peals  of  the  most  tumultuous 
thunder,  or  the  roar  of  the  ocean, 
bursting  its  boundaries,  and  hurl¬ 
ing  in  its  progress  vast  fragments 
of  rock,  struck  the  guides  mute 
with  astonishment ;  and  at  the 
moment,  a  cloud  was  seen  resting 
upon  the  summit.  We  afterwards 
learned,  that  an  avalanche  had 
fallen  upon  the  Grand  Plateau, 
burying  beneath  its  ruins  much  of 
the  path  we  had  traversed.  It  was 
perceived  through  a  telescope  at 
the  distance  of  ten  miles  by  a  party 
on  the  Col  de  Balme.  The  fall  of 
the  avalanche,  and  presence  of  the 
cloud,  proved  that  my  plan  had 
been  timed  nearly  to  the  hour ;  for 
after  this  period,  we  had  a  series 
of  lowering  weather,  and  the 
heights  of  the  mountain  continued 
to  be  obscured. 

The  thermometer  in  the  sun  was 
here  at  70°.  We  left  the  Grands 
Mulets  at  three  o’clock,  and  had 
still  to  encounter  several  dangers. 
In  passing  down  its  rocks,  a  guide 
dropt  his  baton  into  a  crevasse,  and 
my  rope  was  attached  to  him,  by 
which  two  of  us  held  him  during 
his  descent.  His  passage  was  to 
be  effected  under  a  huge  fragment 
of  ice,  which  lay  upon  the  mouth 
of  the  chasm,  and  was  so  slightly 
supported,  that  by  the  mere  strength 


675 


TRAVELS,  MANNERS,  &c. 


of  tlie  arm  it  might  have  been  dis¬ 
lodged.  The  present  insecure 
state  of  the  glaciers,  produced  by 
the  heat  of  the  day,  required  our 
most  cautious  advance ;  indeed, 
their  general  appearance  was  so 
changed,  as  to  be  scarcely  recog¬ 
nized.  Thousands  of  rivulets,  in¬ 
tersecting  each  other,  mingled 
around  us  their  murmuring  tu¬ 
mults  ;  while,  at  intervals,  heavy 
piles  of  loosened  glaciers  crumbled 
down  the  rocks. 

At  half  past  five  we  quitted  the 
ice,  and  all  our  dangers  being  over, 
the  guides  again  regaled  them¬ 
selves  ;  but,  for  myself,  I  had  still 
no  desire  for  solid  food.  At  a  short 
distance  from  this  spot,  we  found  a 
cloth,  neatly  spread  upon  the 
ground,  and  an  earthen  basin  of 
milk  for  each,  brought  hither  by 
an  interesting  peasant  girl.  I  par¬ 
took  but  slightly  of  this  repast, 
being  anxious  to  reach  old  Favret’s 
cottage,  where  we  soon  arrived. 
The  old  man  was  quite  astonished 
and  overjoyed  at  our  success,  giv¬ 
ing  us  the  most  hearty  welcome ; 
and  feasting  me  on  brown  bread 
and  delicious  cream,  while  his  son 
went  forward  to  announce  to  the 
villagers  our  safe  return.  We  soon 
after  rapidly  descended  the  rest  of 


the  mountain ;  the  peasants  anx¬ 
iously  waited  our  arrival ;  and 
hailed  as  we  passed  them,  the 
happy  fortune  of  fheir  companions. 
— We  again  pursued  our  route 
through  the  woods,  in  darkness, 
and  completed  the  expedition  by 
gaining  the  priory  at  half-past 
seven,  after  an  absence  of  two 
nights  and  two  days. 

The  ascent  occupied  twenty- two 
hours ;  the  descent,  eleven ;  the 
latter  only  being  more  rapid  than 
usual.  Saussure’s  expedition  em¬ 
ployed  him  four  days ;  he  was, 
however,  retarded  by  his  baggage, 
his  philosophical  instruments,  and 
experiments.  Other  travellers 
completed  the  undertaking  in  three 
days ;  but  as,  upon  the  first  night 
of  ascent,  they  all  slept  upon  the 
mountain,  our  night-march  gained 
over  them  the  advantage  in  time. 

I  rose  at  five  the  next  morning 
in  a  state  of  general  fever,  and' 
with  a  blistered  face,  occasioned 
by  the  little  use  I  had  made  of  my 
veil ;  and  in  a  few  days  lost  the 
skin  of  my  fingers  and  toes.  David 
Coutet’s  right  foot  had  been  frozen ; 
and  one  of  the  guides,  who  had 
naturally  weak  eyes,  became  blind 
for  a  few  days,  but,  afterwards, 
perfectly  recovered. 
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NATURAL 

71 JT ARINE  Animal . — A  ma- 
A-  r jne  animal  was  exhibited  in 
Kendal,  which  had  been  found  ad¬ 
hering  to  a  vessel  lately  wrecked 
on  Duddon  sands.  The  whole 
consisted  of  an  assemblage  of  flexi¬ 
ble  and  tubular  bodies,  which 
seemed  to  have  no  mutual  con¬ 
nexion,  except  that  they  all  sprang 
from  an  extended  surface  of  the 
substance  already  mentioned.  — 
When  each  body  was  separately 
examined,  it  appeared  to  be  a  tube, 
which  was  widest  at  the  base  and 
narrowed  away  at  the  opposite  ex¬ 
tremity,  and  had  an  aperture  sur¬ 
rounded  by  serri  or  a  tassel  of  loose 
threads.  The  bases  of  these  tubes 
were  smooth  and  elastic ;  they 
were  also  filled  with  a  fluid,  and 
were  transparent,  being  of  a  light 
yellow  colour.  No  signs  of  ani¬ 
mation  appeared  in  these  parts,  but 


HISTORY. 

each  was  wrinkled  about  two** 
thirds  of  its  length  downward,  and 
this  part  exhibited  evident  signs  of 
animation,  by  voluntary  contrac¬ 
tion  and  various  changes  of  posi¬ 
tion.  The  preceding  remarks  seem 
to  connect  the  animal  in  question 
with  the  genus  of  worms  which  is 
denominated  triton ;  but  a  diffi¬ 
culty  occurs  in  this  place ;  for  a 
compressed  shell  of  an  ovate  figure 
and  a  bluish  white  colour  enclosed 
the  lower  extremity  of  each  tube 
with  its  serri.  The  narrower  end 
of  this  shell  was  much  more  com¬ 
pressed  than  the  rest  of  it,  and  the 
valves,  which  were  apparently  en¬ 
tire,  each  consisted  of  two  valves 
connected  by  their  respective 
hinges,  the  lesser  of  which  on  both 
sides  cut  the  whole  diagonally 
about  one-half  of  its  length,  when 
they  were  closed,  in  which  state 
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tshey  exhibited  the  appearance  of  a 
bi-valve,  when  in  reality  it  was  a 
multi-valve. 

Sea  Serpent. —Mr,  Beers,  a  re¬ 
sident  of  Middletown,  county  of 
Monmouth,  New  Jersey,  states, 
that  a  monstrous  creature,  between 
thirty  and  forty  feet  in  length,  and 
eighteen  feet  round,  was  captured 
on  the  15th  of  June,  in  a  Cove  at 
Brown’s  Point.  The  monster  was 
discovered  for  two  or  three  days 
previously,  having  the  appearance 
of  a  large  log  floating,  with  two 
bunches,  which  afterwards  proved 
to  be  fins.  Two  men  shot  balls 
into  him  from  muskets,  which  had 
no  effect.  He  continued  flouncing 
about,  but  was  unable,  from  the 
shallowness  of  the  water,  to  get 
off.  Five  or  six  boats  were  then 
rigged  and  manned,  and  went  in 
pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  putting 
five  harpoons  into  him,  which 
drove  him  on  the  shore,  where 
they  lanced  and  killed  him.  The 
creature  has  been  skinned,  and  it 
required  two  horses  and  six  men 
to  drag  the  skin  about  two  hundred 
yards,  which  is  to  be  stuffed.  A 
number  of  old  whalers  and  other 
seamen  have  been  to  view  it,  and 
they  all  declare,  that  they  never 
have  seen  any  animal  of  the  same 
kind ;  and  from  the  description 
given  of  a  sea  serpent,  they  con¬ 
sider  it  one  of  that  species.  It  had 
no  entrails,  or  heart,  but  it  had  a 
liver  which  produced  four  barrels 
of  oil,  and  six  rows  of  small  sharp 
white  teeth.  The  upper  part  of 
the  tail  is  about  seven  feet,  and 
lower  about  three  feet ;  the  skin  is 
of  a  leadish  colour,  and  will 
sharpen  a  knife  like  a  stone.  The 
throat  is  large  enough  to  pass  a  large 
man.  Dr.  Mitchell  says  this  ani¬ 
mal  is  neither  whale  nor  flesh,  but 
absolutely  fish,  of  the  shark  species. 
He  conjectures  it  to  be  what  is  fa¬ 


miliarly  called  the  basking  shark— 
the  most  inoffensive  of  the  race, 
and  the  first  that  has  been  caught 
in  American  waters. 

The  Blood. — A  number  of  very 
interesting  results  have  recently 
been  obtained  by  J.  L.  Prevost, 
M.D.  and  J.  A.  Dumas,  respect¬ 
ing  the  form  of  the  globules  of 
blood  in  different  animals.  The 
following  are  the  measures. 


of  an  inch. 


Man,  dog,  rabbit,  pig,  hedge- 
hog,  guinea-pig,  muscar- 
don  ....... 

Ass . .  . 

Cat,  grey  mouse,  white- 

mouse  . 

Sheep  horse,  mule,  ox  .  . 

Chamois,  stag . 

She  goat . 


-rjhir 
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The  globules  of  blood  also  vary 
in  form.  In  the  mammalia  they 
are  spherical,  while  in  birds  they 
are  elliptical,  and  vary  only  in  the 
length  of  their  greater  axes.  They 
are  also  elliptical  in  all  cold-blooded 
animals.  The  colourless  globule 
which  exists  in  the  centre  of  the 
particles  of  blood,  has  the  constant 
diameter  of  W  of  an  inch  in  all 
animals,  and  whatever  be  the  fonn 
of  the  globule  that  contains  it. 

In  their  experiments  on  the 
transfusion  of  blood  they  obtained 
many  interesting  results.  When 
animals  were  bled  till  they  fainted, 
they  died  when  they  were  left 
alone,  or  when  water  or  serum  of 
blood  at  the  temperature  of  100 
Fahr.  was  injected  into  their  veins. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  blood  of  an 
animal  of  the  same  species  was  in¬ 
jected,  every  portion  of  the  blood 
thrown  in  re-animated  the  ex¬ 
hausted  animal ;  and  when  it  had 
received  as  much  as  it  had  lost,  it 
began  to  breathe  freely,  to  take 
food,  and  was  finally  restored  to 
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perfect  health.  When  the  injected 
blood  was  from  an  animal  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  species,  but  whose  globules 
had  the  same  form,  though  a  dif¬ 
ferent  size,  the  animal  was  only 
partially  relieved,  and  could  seldom 
be  kept  alive  for  more  than  six 
days,  the  animal  heat  diminishing 
with  remarkable  rapidity.  When 
the  blood  of  an  animal  with  sphe¬ 
rical  globules  is  injected  into  a 
bird,  it  usually  dies  under  the 
most  violent  nervous  affections,  as 
if  under  the  influence  of  the  most 
intense  poison ;  and  this  takes 
place  even  when  only  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  has  been  lost.  In  a 
great  number  of  cases  cats  and 
rabbits  were  restored  for  some  days 
by  the  injection  of  the  blood  of 
cows  and  sheep,  even  when  the  in¬ 
jection  of  the  blood  was  not  made 
till  twelve  or  even  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  blood  was  extracted 
from  the  latter.  The  blood  was 
kept  in  a  fluid  state  in  a  cool  place, 
either  by  taking  away  a  certain 
quantity  of  fibrine  or  adding  a 
1000th  part  of  caustic  soda.  When 
the  blood  of  sheep  was  injected 
into  ducks,  they  died  after  rapid 
and  strong  convulsions. — Bib.  Univ. 

Hooping  Cough.- — Dr.  Archer, 
an  American  physician,  says,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  cure  of  the  hooping- 
cough  by  vaccination,  c<r  I  have 
vaccinated  six  or  eight  patients 
that  had  the  hooping-cough,  and 
in  every  case  it  has  succeeded  in 
curing  this  most  distressing  disease. 
The  hooping-cough  does  not  come 
to  its  height  in  less  than  six  weeks 
from  its  commencement,  and  then, 
when  a  favourable  termination  is 
expected,  the  declension  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  is  gradual,  and  it  does  not  ter¬ 
minate  in  less  than  six  weeks  more. 
To  arrest  this  afflicting  disorder  in 
its  progress,  I  would  recommend 
vaccination  in  the  second  or  third 


week  of  the  hooping-cough,  i.  e. 
when  the  symptoms  of  the  hooping 
cough  are  fully  ascertained,  then  to 
vaccinate.  Should  the  convulsive 
cough  be  violent,  I  should  imme¬ 
diately  vaccinate;  being  ’well-as¬ 
sured  that  the  distressing  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  hooping-cough  are 
checked  by  vaccine  disease.  The 
termination  of  the  vaccine  disease 
will  be  the  termination  of  the  hoop¬ 
ing  cough.” 

Phenomenon  attending  the  Earth « 
quake  at  Zante. — At  the  time  when 
the  desolating  earthquake,  that 
lately  occurred  at  Zante,  took  place, 
a  remarkable  circumstance  was  ob¬ 
served  just  preceding  the  shock. 
Three  or  four  minutes  before, 
there  was  seen,  at  the  distance  of 
two  miles  from  the  point  or  pro¬ 
montory  of  Geraca,  which  is  to  the 
South-east  of  the  island,  a  kind  of 
meteor  burning,  and  almost  swim¬ 
ming  on  the  sea,  and  which  conti¬ 
nued  luminous  five  or  six  minutes ; 
at  the  distance  from  which  it  was 
seen,  it  seemed  to  be  five  or  six 
feet  in  diameter.  Could  this  be 
hydrogen  gas,  emanating  from 
some  volcanic  submarine  cavern, 
and  which,  issuing  out  of  the  water 
in  an  aeriform  column,  sought  to 
come  in  contact  with  the  electrical 
matter  of  the  atmosphere  ? 

Luminous  Marsh.  —  M.  Doe 
being  surprised  by  night  in  the  fo¬ 
rest  near  Boulancourt,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Brienne,  department 
de  l’Aube,  was  witness  to  a  very 
brilliant  luminous  phenomenon 
which  took  place  in  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  marsh.  It  began  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  apparently 
at  one  of  the  openings  of  the  wood 
on  the  western  side,  while  the  sky 
was  serene,  the  stars  brilliant,  and 
the  air  calm  and  temperate.  The 
fire  burnt  quietly  without  jets  or 
undulations,  in  the  fonn  of  a  qua- 
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drangular  pyramid.  The  colour  extent,  traversed  by  ditches,  which 
of  the  flame  was  a  pale  red,  verging  furnished  the  phosphoric  matter  of 
on  white,  and  the  appearance  of  the  flame.  The  greatest  height 
the  whole  like  sunset,  when  it^  of  the  luminous  matter  was  10  or 
takes  place  behind  a  red  cloud  girt  12  feet ;  there  was  no  heat,  but  it 
by  a  dark  zone.  It  was  found  to  was  bright  enough  to  read  by.— 
be  a  marsh  of  half  a  league  in  Journal  de  Physique. 


GEOGRAPHY,  ASTRONOMY,  &c. 


New  South  Iceland.-— The  fol¬ 
lowing  interesting  particulars  re¬ 
specting  a  southern  continent  were 
learnt  from  captain  Nathaniel  B. 
Palmer,  of  the  sloop  James  Mon¬ 
roe,  arrived  at  Stonington,  United 
States,  from  South  Shetland. 
Captain  Palmer  proceeded  in  the 
James  Monroe  from  the  Shetland 
Isles  to  the  continent,  and  coasted 
it,  from  abreast  of  the  isles  to  the 
eastward,  as  far  as  44  degrees  west 
longitude,  keeping  as  near  to  the 
shore  as  the  edge  of  firm  ice  would 
admit.  At  some  places  he  could 
coast  along  shore ;  at  other  parts 
he  could  not  approach  nearer  the 
shore  than  from  one  to  five  or 
six  leagues,  owing  to  the  firm  and 
fast  ice ;  although  it  was  midsum¬ 
mer  there  at  the  time,  it  being  in 
November,  December,  and  Ja¬ 
nuary.  In  6l  degrees  41  minutes 
south  latitude,  4 5  degrees  27  mi¬ 
nutes  west  longitude  from  Green¬ 
wich,  the  coast  was  clear  of  firm 
ice ;  and  here  they  discovered  a 
fine  harbour,  lying  about  one  mile 
within  the  entrance  of  Washing¬ 
ton  Strait,  which  harbour  was 
named  Palmer’s  Harbour,  where 
he  came  to  anchor.  He  found  not 
the  least  appearance  of  vegetation 
on  the  land,  excepting  the  winter 
moss.  Neither  did  he  here  discover 


any  animals,  only  a  few  sea  leo¬ 
pards,  beautifully  spotted.  Of 
birds  there  were  penguins.  Port 
Egmont,  or  sea  hens,  white  pi¬ 
geons,  and  gulls.  There  is  now 
no  doubt  that  there  exists  a  south 
continent,  and  that  captain  Cook’s 
“  Southern  Thule”  belongs  to  it. 
Captain  Palmer  could  discern  the 
mountains  covered  with  snow,  in 
the  interior,  as  he  sailed  along  the 
coast. 

Geography  of  Greenland. — Cap¬ 
tain  Scoresby  has  made  considera¬ 
ble  additions  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  Arctic  regions  during  the  past 
summer.  Engaged  in  the  whale 
fishery,  his  ship,  the  Baffin  of 
Liverpool,  obtained  her  cargo  (nine 
whales,  producing  195  tuns  of 
blubber),  near  the  east  coast  of 
Older  West  Greenland,  which  has 
also  been  named  Lost  Greenland, 
from  the  long  period  it  was  invi¬ 
sible  to  Europeans.  Within  sight 
of  this  interesting  country,  cap¬ 
tain  Scoresby  remained  for  three 
months,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the 
fishery  employed  himself  in  mak¬ 
ing  observations  on  the  geography 
and  natural  history  of  this  hitherto 
unexplored  region.  The  result 
has  been,  a  real  survey  of  the 
coast,  from  latitude  7 5  degrees 
north,  down  to  latitude  6(J  degrees, 
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comprising  an  extent  (reckoning 
the  indentations  and  sinuosities 
observed)  of  about  800  miles ! 
The  coast  visited  by  captain 
Scoresby  is  a  continuation  towards 
the  north  of  that  on  which  were 
planted  the  ancient  colonies  from 
Iceland,  the  fate  of  which  is  still 
veiled  in  such  deep  obscurity. 
Captain  Scoresby  has  discovered 
several  very  extensive  inlets,  some 
of  which  penetrated  at  least  60 
miles  within  the  general  outline 
of  the  coast,  and  even  these  were 
without  any  visible  termination. 
From  the  number  and  extent  of 
these  inlets,  from  the  direction 
which  some  of  them  pursue,  and 
from  the  many  islands  with  which 
the  coast  is  flanked,  captain  Scoresby 
believes  the  whole  country  to  be  a 
vast  assemblage  of  islands  ;  and  he 
has  grounds  for  concluding,  that 
some  of  the  inlets  are  passages 
communicated  with  Baffin’s  Bay. 

The  general  form  of  the  land 
was  found  to  be  so  very  unlike  its 
representation  in  our  charts,  that 
only  three  places  laid  down  could 
be  recognized,  and  the  error  in 
the  longitude  of  these,  according 
to  most  of  the  charts,  was  no  less 
than  15  degrees. 

Captain  Scoresby  landed  on  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  coast  and  in 
some  of  the  bays,  and  on  each 
visit  to  the  shore  he  discovered 
traces  of  inhabitants,  some  of  them 
apparently  recent.  In  one  place 
he  met  with  a  considerable  hamlet 
of  deserted  huts,  among  which 
were  many  graves.  About  this 
place  he  obtained  many  fragments 
of  the  domestic  and  fishing  utensils 
of  the  inhabitants.  Though  the 
weather  at  sea  was  generally  cold, 
the  thermometer  being  about  38 
degrees  or  40  degrees  of  Fahren¬ 
heit,  on  the  hills  near  this  hamlet 


it  was  hot  and  sultry,  and  the  air 
swarmed  with  mosquitos.  Cap¬ 
tain  Scoresby  made  a  large  collec¬ 
tion  of  plants  and  minerals,  espe¬ 
cially  of  rocks.  He  also  brought 
home  some  zoological  specimens. 
Animals  of  the  higher  orders  were 
rare  in  that  country;  but  he  shot 
a  white  hare,  and  caught  an  ani¬ 
mal  of  the  genus  Mus,  with  a 
short  tail. 

Russian  Discoveries.— In  the 
year  1820,  a  journey  of  discovery 
by  land  was  ordered  by  the  go¬ 
vernment,  to  explore  the  extreme 
north  and  north-east  of  Asia. 
Lieutenants  Wrangel  and  Anjou, 
of  the  navy,  were  chosen  for  this 
expedition.  After  having  made 
the  necessary  preparations,  they 
departed  for  Neukolyma  in  the 
north-eastern  part  of  Siberia.  On 
the  19th  of  February,  1821,  they 
left  Neukolyma  in  sledges,  drawn 
by  dogs,  when  the  cold  was  32 
degrees  Reaumur,  in  order  to  as¬ 
certain  the  position  of  Schehalad- 
skoi-Noss,  which  captain  Burney 
lately  conjectured  might  be  an 
isthmus  joining  Asia  with  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America.  The  travellers 
succeeded  in  determining  the  whole 
coast  astronomically,  going  them¬ 
selves  entirely  round  the  coast,  and 
proceeding  a  day’s  journey  farther 
to  the  west,  thus  convincing  them¬ 
selves  that  Asia  and  America  are 
not  united  there  by  an  isthmus. 
On  the  15th  of  March  the  expe¬ 
dition  returned  to  Neukolyma.  On 
the  22nd  of  March,  Mr.  Wrangel 
undertook  a  second  journey  like¬ 
wise  in  sledges  drawn  by  dogs, 
with  ten  companions,  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  north,  in  order  to  look 
for  the  great  continent  which  is 
supposed  to  exist  there.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  obstacle  they  met  with  was 
the  thin  ice,  which  being  broken 
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to  pieces  by  continued  storms,  was 
piled  up  in  mountains,  and  ren¬ 
dered  farther  progress  impossible. 
At  a  bear  hunt  which  the  company 
undertook,  they  observed  a  sudden 
bursting  of  the  ice,  accompanied 
by  a  dreadful  noise  resembling 
thunder.  On  their  journey  back, 
which  the  travellers  were  obliged 
to  make  without  accomplishing 
their  object,  they  surveyed  the 
Bear  Islands ;  and  after  an  absence 
of  38  days  arrived  safely  at  Neu- 
kolyma  on  the  28  th  of  April, 
where  they  are  to  remain  for  the 
year  1822,  and  then  to  continue 
their  researches. 

North-west  Land  Expedition < 
Captain  Franklin  has  succeeded  in 
surveying  the  northern  coast  of 
North  America,  from  the  mouth  of 
Copper  Mine  River,  for  more  than 
500miles  to  the  eastward.  Hefound 
the  mouth  of  that  river  in  latitude 
67  degrees  48  minutes,  which  is  4 
degrees  less  than  what  Heame 
made  it ;  and  no  point  of  the  coast 
to  the  eastward  exceeded  68  de¬ 
grees  20  minutes ;  in  one  place  it 
came  down  to  66  degrees  30  mi¬ 
nutes  to  the  Arctic  Circle.  The 
sea  was  studded  with  innumerable 
islands,  between  which  and  the 
mainland  was  an  open  channel  of 
water  four  or  five  miles  wide,  and 
from  10  to  40  fathoms  deep,  no 
ice  whatever,  but  some  small 
masses  here  and  there  adhering  to 
some  rock  or  promontory;  all  of 
which  is  highly  favourable  to  the 
success  of  captain  Parry,  who, 
however,  could  not  have  arrived 
on  the  part  of  the  coast  to  which 
captain  Franklin  proceeded,  until 
the  latter  had  left  it  on  his  return, 
which  was  on  the  25th  of  August, 
and  at  which  early  period  the 
winter  set  in,  and  continued  with 
great  severity,  though,  as  every 


body  will  remember,  we  had  no 
winter  at  all  in  England. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  on 
their  return  by  land,  a  snow  storm 
occurred,  which  covered  the  earth 
with  snow  two  feet  deep ;  this 
was  the  forerunner  of  all  the  mis¬ 
fortunes  that  befel  the  party.  The 
musk  oxen,  the  rein-deer,  the  buf¬ 
faloes,  and  immense  flights  of 
birds,  immediately  hastened  away 
to  the  southward.  Their  provisions 
were  all  expended,  no  fire-wood 
was  to  be  had;  and  the  fatigue 
of  dragging  their  baggage  through 
the  snow  induced  them  to  leave 
their  canoes  behind.  With  great 
difficulty,  and  in  the  utmost  dis¬ 
tress  from  cold  and  want  of  food, 
they  reached  the  Copper  Mine 
river,  which  lay  between  them 
and  Fort  Enterprise,  where  they 
had  passed  the  previous  winter, 
and  where  they  expected  to  find 
a  supply  of  provisions.  There  was 
no  wood  to  construct  a  canoe,  or 
even  a  raft,  and  eight  days  of  the 
only  fine  weather  during  the  whole 
season  were  lost  in  fruitless  at¬ 
tempts  to  cross  the  river,  which 
was  at  length  effected  by  a  sort  of 
boat  or  basket  of  rushes,  which, 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  and 
danger,  carried  over  the  party,  one 
by  one,  filling  every  time  with 
water. 

From  this  moment  the  Cana¬ 
dians  began  to  droop,  and  before 
they  reached  their  destination,  not 
less  than  eight  of  them  perished 
from  cold  and  hunger,  the  whole 
party  having  subsisted  almost 
wholly  on  a  species  of  lichen 
which  grew  on  the  rocks,  and  by 
gnawing  pieces  of  their  skin  cloaks. 
With  exactly  the  same  hard  fare, 
and  sometimes  without  even  that 
for  two  or  three  days  together,  the 
five  Englishmen,  captain  Franklin, 
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lieutenants  Hood  and  Back,  Dr. 
Richardson,  and  an  English  sea¬ 
man,  supported  themselves  by  their 
buoyant  spirits,  and  did  all  they 
could  to  cheer  up  the  desponding 
Canadian  hunters,  but  in  vain ; 
they  became  insubordinate,  refused 
even  to  go  out  in  search  of  game 
or  firewood,  straggled  away  from 
the  rest  of  the  party,  and  fre¬ 
quently  laid  themselves  down  on 
the  snow,  indifferent  as  to  what 
might  befall  them.  With  the  most 
anxious  desire  to  preserve  their 
lives.  Dr.  Richardson  and  lieute¬ 
nant  Hood  consented  to  remain 
behind  to  attend  to  three  of  these 
infatuated  people,  who  were  una¬ 
ble,  from  weakness,  to  proceed. 
Two  of  them  died,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  one,  a  good  marksman, 
and  more  vigorous  than  any  of  the 
party,  became  so  savage  and  so 
ungovernable,  that  he  refused  to 
endeavour  to  shoot  any  thing  to¬ 
wards  their  subsistence,  or  even  to 
fetch  a  little  firewood,  which  Dr. 
Richardson  and  the  English  sailor 
were  obliged  to  do ;  and  while  this 
savage  was  left  alone  in  the  tent 
with  lieutenant  Hood,  the  latter 
being  indisposed  and  sitting  over  a 
little  fire,  he  shot  him  with  his 
musket  through  the  head,  and 
killed  him  on  the  spot.  After  this 
he  became  more  violent  than  ever, 
his  looks  were  wild,  and  he  mut¬ 
tered  threats  that  could  not  be 
mistaken,  so  that  Dr.  Richardson, 
for  his  own  safety,  and  that  of  the 
sailor,  who  had  been  a  most  faith¬ 
ful  companion,  found  it  necessary 
to  get  rid  of  the  monster,  by 
shooting  him  through  the  head. 
Thus,  of  twenty  persons  which 
composed  the  expedition,  ten  have 
perished:  eight  through  cold,  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  famine,  and  two  by 
violent  deaths ;  but  the  rest  of  the 


party,  after  almost  unparalleled 
sufferings,  have  returned  to  their 
friends  and  their  country. 

Encroachment  of  the  Sea.—[ On 
the  east  coast  of  America  the  sea 
appears  to  encroach  upon  the  land 
more  and  more  from  north  to 
south.  At  Cape  May,  where  the 
Delaware  falls  into  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  a  house  is  built,  on  the 
wall  of  which  are  inscribed  the 
following  important  observations 


Distance  of  the  sea  from  the  house. 


1804  .... 

feet. 

...  334 * 

1806  .... 

1807  .... 

...  294 

1808  .... 

.  .  .  27 3 

1809  .... 

1811  .... 

...  259 

1812  .... 

1816  .... 

1817  .... 

1818  .... 

...  204 

1819  .... 

...  188 

1820  .... 

...  180 

The  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of 
Brazil  say,  that  they  have  made 
similar  observations,  but  we  have 
no  particulars  of  them.  There  is 
a  building  at  Ilheos,  which  was 
formerly  at  a  good  distance  from 
the  sea  shore,  but  is  now  scarcely 
a  hundred  steps  from  the  breakers. 

Navigation  of  the  North  Atlantic. 
•—[^Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dart¬ 
mouth,  dated  Sept.  2,  addressed  to 
the  C ommittee  of  Lloyd’s.]  It  is 

well  understood  by  the  boat- 
masters  on  the  coast  of  New¬ 
foundland,  that  there  is  in  general 
a  strong  current  setting  in  from 
the  eastward,  along  the  western 
coast,  which  after  passing  Cape 
Pine,  tends  more  towards  St. 
Mary’s  and  Placentia  bays.  This 
current  is  sensibly  felt,  at 
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least  twenty  leagues  S.W.  of  Cape 
Pine,  and  becomes  more  rapid  as 
you  approach  the  land,  its  velocity 
increasing  as  the  wind  favours  it, 
but  at  all  times  of  sufficient  mag¬ 
nitude  to  endanger  the  safety  of 
any  ship  approaching,  from  the 
south  and  west  in  foggy  weather, 
and  being  ignorant  of  its  existence. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  danger  aris¬ 
ing  from  this  current,  the  fisher¬ 
men,  in  foggy  weather,  and  when 
returning  from  the  western  coast 
to  their  homes  on  the  eastern 
coast,  invariably  use  the  lead, 
depending  more  on  their  depth  of 
water  than  their  compass,  and 
never  approaching  nearer  the  land 
than  35  fathoms  of  water.  The 
ground  being  more  of  an  inclined 
plane  on  the  west  coast  than  on 
the  east,  you  will  find  that  depth 
of  water  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  land ;  in  fact,  sufficient 
to  ensure  the  safety  of  any  ship 
passing  the  coast.  On  passing  to 
the  eastward  of  Cape  Race,  the 
ground  becomes  more  broken,  and 
the  depth  of  water  increases  so 
very  fast,  that  in  your  course  from 
Cape  St.  Mary’s  to  avoid  Cape 
Race,  you  will,  when  to  the  east¬ 
ward  of  it,  find  yourself  in  50 
fathoms,  and  when  advanced  a 
very  short  distance  further,  in  60 
and  70  fathoms  of  water ;  conse¬ 
quently,  you  are  then  clear  of  any 
land,  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  your 
course  to  the  eastward,  or  run 
along  the  eastern  coast,  as  circum¬ 
stances  may  require.  I  do  not 
perceive  that  any  advantage  would 
arise  by  government  establishing  a 
post  at  St.  Shott’s  to  fire  fog-guns, 
as  we  have  at  times  known  vessels 
lost  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
John’s,  where  that  practice  is  in¬ 
variably  followed.  A  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  lead  and  line  should 
be  enforced ;  for  if  men  will  not 


take  care  of  themselves,  it  is  hard 
to  expect  others  to  do  so  for  them.” 

Volcano.- The  Russian  American 
company  have  received  intelligence 
of  a  terrific  volcanic  explosion 
which  took  place  on  the  21st  of 
March  1820,  in  one  of  the  Aleu¬ 
tian  islands.  The  night  was  very 
dark  and  gloomy,  and  a  violent 
gale  blew  from  the  south-east. 
This  was  succeeded  by  an  earth¬ 
quake,  accompanied  by  subterra¬ 
neous  thunder.  The  whole  at¬ 
mosphere  appeared  ignited,  and  it 
became  so  light,  that  every  object 
was  perfectly  visible.  Shortly 
after,  showers  of  sand  and  ashes 
descended  in  such  immense  quan¬ 
tities  as  to  obscure  all  vision.  This 
phenomenon  continued  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  night.  At 
day-break  the  wind  changed,  and 
the  showers  of  sand  and  ashes 
ceased.  The  sea-water  became 
thick,  and  the  river  water  assumed 
the  colour  and  thickness  of  beer, 
and  was  so  extremely  bitter  as  to 
be  unfit  for  use. — At  the  island  of 
Umnak,  about  a  hundred  wersts 
distant  from  Unalaschka,  a  volcanic 
eruption  also  took  place.  The 
crater  is  now  about  fifteen  wersts 
from  the  sea  shore,  though  it  was 
before  but  five  wersts  from  the 
coast.  Hence  it  is  evident  that 
the  island  has  been  extended  by 
the  volcanic  eruption,  and  that  the 
sea,  from  the  same  cause,  has  re¬ 
ceded  to  a  considerable  distance. 

Currents  of  the  Ocean. — [Trom 
the  Trinidad  Gazette  of  Aug.  7-J| 
On  the  27th  of  July,  1822,  a 
bottle  was  picked  up  on  the  bay  of 
Mayaro,  in  this  island,  containing 
a  paper  to  the  following  effect : — 
“  No.  267.  The  bottle  which  con¬ 
tains  this  card  was  thrown  into 
the  sea  in  lat.  6  deg.  13  min.  S., 
longitude  15  deg.  35  min.  W.,  at 
noon,  on  the  17th  day  of  January, 
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1822^  from  the  ship  Ospray,  of 
Glasgow,  which  sailed  from 
Greenock  on  the  20th  day  of  Feb. 
1820,  on  a  trading  voyage  round 
the  world.  Eighty-seven  days 
from  Calcutta  towards  Greenock.” 
Note.  The  lat.  of  Mayaro  Bay, 
Trinidad,  10  deg.  15  min.  N. ; 
longitude  of  ditto,  6l  deg.  16  min. 
W. 

Amsterdam ,  Sept.  12.  On 
September  7*  a  bottle  came  on 
shore  in  the  Commune  of  Zand- 
voort.  It  contained  the  following 
notice :  “  The  ship  Elizabeth 

Cornelia,  commanded  by  captain 
Boss,  ofF  Beachy  Head,  August  23, 
1822.” 

At  E gmond-aan- Z ee  a  bottle 
was  also  thrown  ashore,  containing 
a  paper  with  the  following  words: 

« — ' rf  Please  to  take  notice  that  this 
empty  bottle,  with  the  enclosure 
in  it,  was  put  in  the  sea  off  the  old 
Head  of  Kinsale,  on  the  22nd  of 
June,  1822.  “  J.  O’Connor.” 

Milford. — A  bottle  inclosing  a 
paper  to  the  following  effect  was 
on  the  6th  of  April,  picked  up  on 
the  south  side  of  Milford-haven. 


“No.  310.— -The  bottle  which 
contains  this  card  was  thrown  into 
the  sea  in  lat.  49*  54.  north.  Ion. 
12.  20.  west,  at  noon,  on  the  1st 
of  March,  1822,  from  the  ship 
Ospray,  of  Glasgow,  which  sailed 
from  Greenock  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1820,  on  a  trading 
voyage  round  the  world. 

“  Alexander  M'Gill, 

“  Master.” 

Bristol.—* -Annexed  is  the  copy 
of  a  paper  found  in  a  bottle  washed 
on  shore  on  the  29th  July,  about 
4  miles  to  the  westward  of  Ilfra¬ 
combe,  in  the  Bristol  Channel. 

“  This  bottle  was  thrown  over¬ 
board  from  the  brig  Albert,  of 
Richmond,  Richard  L„  Robertson, 
master,  in  the  latitude  of  47.  20. 
N.,  and  long.  22.  W.,  from  Green¬ 
wich,  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1822,  she  being  on  her  passage 
from  Virginia  to  Cowes  (England), 
and  27  days  out  (all  well.) 

“  This  was  set  adrift  when  the 
wind  was  about  W.N.W.,  and  had 
prevailed  from  that  quarter  for  two 
or  three  days. 

“  Rich.  L.  Robertson.” 


CHEMISTRY. 


Colouring  principle  of  Shell 
Fisk.— -It  appears,  from  a  series  of 
experiments  made  by  M.  J.  L. 
Lassaigne,  that  crabs,  lobsters,  &c., 
contain  a  red  colouring  principle, 
which  may  be  extracted  by  means 
of  alcohol ;  that  this  colour  is  not 
formed  by  the  action  of  heat,  but 
developed  in  the  shell  by  the  im¬ 
pulsion  of  that  fluid ;  that  there 
exists  in  that  class  of  animals  a 
highly-coloured  membrane,  which 
appears  to  be  the  source  of  the 


colouring  matter,  which  is  insolu¬ 
ble  in  cold  or  boiling  water,  but 
soluble  in  sulphuric  aether  and  pure 
cold  water. 

Meteoric  Iron.— Dr.  William 
Zimmerman,  professor  of  Che¬ 
mistry,  in  the  University  of 
Giessen,  has  discovered  that  all 
the  aqueous  atmospherical  precipi¬ 
tates  or  deposits  (dew,  snow, 
rain,  and  hail,)  contain  meteoric 
iron,  which  is  usually  com¬ 
bined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
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In  meteoric  stones,  with  nickel. 
Almost  all  the  rains  contain 
common  salt,  and  a  new  organic 
substance  composed  of  hydrogen, 
oxygen,  and  carbon,  which  the 
discoverer  has  called  Pyrine.  In 
the  same  manner  the  rain  water 
was  found,  on  several  occasions, 
indubitably  to  contain  various 
kinds  of  earths.  The  rains  in  Fe¬ 
bruary  and  March  particularly 
abounded  in  these  ingredients, 
which  are  found  also  in  the  me¬ 
teoric  stones.  From  contemporary 
observations  made  on  various  emi¬ 
nences,  Diensberg,  the  castle  of 
Gleiberg,  a  tower  of  the  barracks 
at  Giessen,  &c.  various  other  results 
were  obtained,  several  of  which 
are  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that 
the  stony  meteoric  masses  are  of 
telluric  and  not  of  cosmic  origin. 

Electrical  Phenomenon.  * —  M. 
Bourdet,  ex-captain  in  the  French 
service,  has  addressed  a  letter  to 
one  of  the  scientific  Journals  of 
Paris,  containing  an  account  of  an 
electrical  phenomenon  which  he 
himself  witnessed  in  Poland,  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1800,  the 
day  before  the  battles  of  Pulstuck 
and  Golymin.  The  weather,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Poles,  had  never 
been  milder  at  that  season  of  the 
year.  No  snow  had  been  seen, 
nor  had  the  usual  cold  weather  of 
the  north,  which  generally  sets  in 
early  in  that  country,  then  com¬ 
menced.  Rains  and  storms,  how¬ 
ever,  were  frequent  daily.  I 
was,”  says  M.  Bourdet,  “  chief  of 
a  half  battery,  which  formed  part 
of  the  advanced  guard  of  light, 
cavalry  ;  the  commander  gave  me 
an  order  to  halt  in  the  rear  and 
see  that  my  guns  were  disem¬ 
barrassed,  and  then  to  rejoin  as 
quickly  as  possible  the  light  bri¬ 
gade.  In  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
my  men,  the  guns  were  not  cleared 


from  the  marshy  ground  in  which 
they  were  entangled  without  great 
labour.  We  were  advancing  across 
the  field  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  when  a  strong  gust  of 
wind  suddenly  arose  (the  sun  had 
shone  brightly  during  the  day), 
and  in  a  few  minutes  after  the 
night  became  so  dark,  that  we 
could  not  see  the  heads  of  our 
horses.  The  wind  blew  so  vio¬ 
lently,  that  the  horses  stopped.  At 
that  moment  the  extremity  of  the 
hair  on  their  ears  became  luminous, 
as  well  as  all  the  longer  hairs  on 
their  bodies,  except  the  locks  of 
their  manes  and  tails.  All  the 
metallic  extremities  of  their  har¬ 
ness,  and  all  the  metallic  sharp 
parts  of  the  carriages  of  our  guns 
were  studded  with  luminous  points, 
so  that  one  might  have  supposed, 
had  it  been  spring,  that  a  swarm 
of  glow-worms  had  covered  our 
horses  and  guns.  Our  quarter¬ 
master  observed,  that  the  points 
of  my  mustachios,  which  were 
then  only  young  in  growth,  as  I 
was  but  20  years  of  age,  were  lu¬ 
minous  ;  his  own,  though  much 
thicker,  were  not  illuminated ;  but 
they  had  been  waxed.  The  same 
phenomenon  was  seen  on  some  of 
the  cannoneers,  but  none  of  us 
had  our  eyelashes  or  hair  ’rendered 
luminous.  These  lights  remained 
as  long  as  the  gust  of  wind  lasted, 
namely,  for  three  or  four  minutes. 
Their  colour  was  a  soft  violet, 
and  they  terminated  in  a  bright 
white.  The  horses  held  their 
heads  high  ;  their  ears  were  erect 
and  moving;  their  nostrils  open 
and  respiring ;  their  manes  and 
tails  erected;  their  fore-legs  thrown 
forward,  and  their  hind  ones  bent. 
Their  attitude,  in  general,  was 
that  of  animals  seized  with  terror. 
During  the  time  the  wind  blew, 
they  remained  at  full  stop ;  and 
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when  feeling  the  spur,  some  stood 
stock  still,  and  others  kicked  as  if 
they  had  been  reluctant  to  advance. 
When  the  wind  ceased,  the  lights 
disappeared,  and  a  deluge  of  rain, 
mingled  with  hail,  fell.  But 
though  the  obscurity  continued, 
our  horses  moved  on,  shaking 
themselves  at  times,  panting  for¬ 
cibly,  and  neighing,  but  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  march.  On  arriving 
at  the  advanced  post,  I  mentioned 
to  my  comrades  the  phenomenon 
we  had  witnessed ;  and  though 
they  had  been  only  three  leagues 
from  us,  they  had  felt  no  wind, 
but  experienced  much  rain.  The 
wind  we  encountered  had  an  op¬ 
posite  direction  to  the  rain.”  M. 
Bourdet  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  phenomenon  was  electric, 
and  not  phosphorescent. 

On  the  Fabrication  of  Artificial 
Magnets.  —  Professor  Steinhauser 
has  ascertained,  that,  if,  by  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  Canton,  we  unite,  in  the 
form  of  a  square,  two  steel  bars, 
and  two  contacts  of  iron,  it  is 
better  to  operate  by  the  double 
touch  in  a  circle,  than  by  a  motion 
backwards  and  forwards.  Again, 
when  we  combine  these  bars  in  a 
square,  the  force  of  that  which  we 
wish  to  magnetize,  ought  to  in¬ 
crease  in  proportion  as  the  other 
magnet  has  become  more  energetic; 
that  in  magnetizing  horse-shoe 
magnets,  it  is  much  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  place  two  of  these  bent 
bars,  with  their  friendly  poles  so 
situated  as  that  the  magnetic  circle 
be  completed  ;  and  that  we  should 
then  touch  circularly,  with  the 
magnet  destined  to  communicate 
the  power.  When  the  two  horse** 


shoe  bars  are  separated,  they  lose 
usually  a  considerable  part  of  their 
force,  if  we  do  not  previously  de¬ 
compose  the  great  circuit  into  two 
smaller  ones,  by  applying  each 
contact  to  its  curved  magnet  before 
the  separation.  In  this  way,  the 
two  separated  magnets  lose  little 
or  nothing  of  their  power ;  and 
two  may  be  touched  in  the  same 
time  that  one  is,  on  the  usual  plan. 
By  conforming  to  these  rules. 
Professor  Steinhauser  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  making  magnets  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  power,  in  the  least 
possible  time.  He  also  lays  the 
bar  to  be  magnetized  on  others 
previously  made,  and  arranged  in 
a  horse-shoe  form. 

Retrograde  Movement  of  the 
Magnetic  Needle. — M.  Arago,  in 
commenting  on  colonel  Beaufoy’s 
observations,  inserted  in  the  Annals 
of  Philosophy  for  May,  remarks, 
that  the  numbers  given  for  its 
mean  declinations  in  March  1822, 
compared  with  those  of  March 
1819;  give  for  the  retrograde 
movement  of  the  north  point  of 
the  compass  in  three  years 


By  the  observations  of  the 

morning  .  5'  40” 

By  those  of  1^  hour  after¬ 
noon —  . . 5  06 

And  by  those  of  the  evening  6  32 

Mean  .  5  4 6 

Whence  the  mean  annual 
retrogradation  is  .  1  55 


More  than  15,000  observations 
of  the  needle,  made  at  Paris,  by 
night  and  day,  confirm  this  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  declination, 
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Comparative  Nutritive  Proper¬ 
ties  of  Food.— A  curious  report  on 
this  subject,  presented  to  the 
French  minister  of  the  interior, 
by  Messrs.  Percy  and  Vauquelin, 
two  members  of  the  Institute,  has 
been  published.  The  result  of 
their  inquiries  is  as  follows -In 
bread,  every  1001b.  weight  are 
found  to  contain  80lb.  of  nutri¬ 
tious  matter ;  butcher’s  meat, 
averaging  the  various  sorts,  3 5 lb. 
in  1001b. ;  French  beans  921b.  in 
1001b. ;  broad  beans,  89lb.  in 
1001b. ;  peas,  931b.  in  lOQlb. ; 
lentils,  94lb. in  1001b. ;  greensand 
turnips,  which  are  the  most  aque¬ 
ous  of  our  vegetables  used  for  do¬ 
mestic  pui*poses,  furnish  only  8lb. 
of  solid  nutritious  substance  in 
1001b.  ;  carrots,  14lb.  in  1001b. ; 
and  what  is  very  remarkable,  as 
being  in  opposition  to  the  hitherto 
acknowledged  theory,  1001b.  of 
potatos  only  yield  25lb.  of  sub¬ 
stance  :  lib.  of  good  bread  is  equal 
to  2 Jib.  or  3lb.  of  best  potatos; 
and  75lb.  bread,  and  30lb.  meat, 
is  equal  to  300lb.  of  potatos ;  or, 
to  go  more  into  detail,  fib.  bread 
and  5oz.  meat  are  equal  to  3lb.  of 
potatos;  lib.  of  potatos  is  equal  to 
4lb.  of  cabbage,  and  3lb.  of  turnips  ; 
but  lib.  of  rice,  broad  beans,  or 
French  beans,  in  grain,  is  equal  to 
3lbs.  of  potatos.  It  is  curious,  that, 
in  a  subject  apparently  of  merely 
scientific  inquiry,  a  spirit  of  nati¬ 
onality  should  have  intruded  itself ; 
and  yet  we  suspect  that  to  be  the 
case  here.  It  will  be  observed, 
that  the  preference  for  nutritive 
properties  is  given  to  beans,  peas, 
and  lentils,  over  potatos,  turnips, 
and  carrots.  The  fact  is,  that  the 
former  vegetables  are  the  favour 


rites  of  the  French,  among  whom 
they  have  been  long  cultivated, 
and  the  latter  vegetables  are  of  a 
later  introduction,  and,  what  has 
some  influence  on  French  taste, 
are  of  English  origin.  The  opi¬ 
nion  of  English  chemists  is  in 
favour  of  the  English  preference 
of  roots  to  the  vetch-tribe  of  vege¬ 
tables.  Cicero,  who  had  paid  some 
attention  to  agriculture,  is  on  the 
English  side  of  the  question.  It 
may  be  further  observed,  that  the 
French  report  determines  bread  to 
be  vastly  superior  in  nutriment  to 
animal  food.  The  French  do  not 
eat  much  meat ;  but  if  bread  is  so 
nutritive,  they  ought  to  be  the 
most  vigorous  people  on  the  earth; 
for  of  bread,  independently  of  other 
food,  the  Frenchman  eats  six  times 
as  much  as  an  Englishman. 

Considerations  on  the  existence 
and  state  of  Sulphur  in  Vegetables. 
— M.  Planche  suspended  a  piece 
of  rag,  impregnated  with  acetate 
of  lead,  and  also  a  plate  of  clean 
copper,  within  the  capital  of  an 
alembic  in  which  he  was  drawing 
off  distilled  waters  from  plants, 
and  found  that  the  above  re-agents 
were  powerfully  acted  on,  as  if 
they  had  been  exposed  to  a  stream 
of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  He 
found,  moreover,  that  water  and 
sulphur  boiled  together,  as  also 
roll  sulphur  heated,  without  the 
addition  of  water,  evolved  sulphu¬ 
retted  hydrogen ;  and  from  the 
two  latter  experiments  he  infers, 
that  in  plants  the  sulphur  is  in  its 
simple  state.  According  to  M.  M. 
Thibierge  and  Robiquet,  the  oil  oi 
mustard  contains  a  large  quantity 
of  sulphur ;  and  from  some  com¬ 
parative  trials,  it  seems  there  to  be 
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in  the  state  of  sulphuretted  hy¬ 
drogen.  In  fact,  distilled  water, 
saturated  with  the  essential  oil  of 
mustard,  blackens  the  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver.  Oil  of  caraways 
absorbs  a  very  large  quantity  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  gas,  when 
it  is  passed  through  it ;  and  as¬ 
sumes,  in  consequence,  a  very 
fetid  odour.  He  supposes  that  the 
sulphur  which  exists  as  such  in  the 
mustard-seed,  is  converted  into 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  during  dis¬ 
tillation  with  water,  and  in  this 
state  unites  to  the  oil.  A  portion 
of  the  sulphur  is  deposited  at  the 
end  of  some  days.  The  following 
plants  yielded  much  sulphur ;  the 
dowers  of  the  elder,  linden,  and 
orange-tree;  the  whole  plant  of 
pellitory  and  mercury ;  the  flower¬ 
ing  tops  of  hyssop,  melilot,  tar¬ 
ragon,  and  rue ;  the  seeds  of  dill, 
caraway,  cummin,  and  fennel;  and 
clove-buds.  —  Journal  de  Phar « 
made,  Aug.  1822. 

British  Indigo.  > —  A  discovery 
has  been  recently  made,  which 
promises  the  most  important  con¬ 
sequences  in  a  commercial  and 
agricultural  point  of  view.  About 
two  years  ago,  280  acres  of  land, 
near  Flint,  in  Wales,  were  planted 
with  the  common  holyhock  or 
rose  mellow,  with  the  view  of  con¬ 
verting  it  into  hemp  or  flax.  In 
the  process  of  manufacture,  it  was 
discovered  that  this  plant  yields  a 
bright  and  permanent  blue,  equal 
to  that  of  Indigo. 

Trifolium  Incarnatum.  —  The 
professor  of  agriculture  and  botany 
in  the  university  of  Modena 
strongly  recommends  a  species  of 
clover,  that  has  not  hitherto  been 
cultivated  in  this  country,  namely 
the  Trifolium  Incarnatum,  or 
crimson  clover.—- He  recommends 
this  plant  as  the  earliest  of  trefoils; 
as  the  most  useful  for  increasing 


forage ;  as  requiring  only  one 
ploughing  and  harrowing  to  cover 
the  seed ;  as  peculiarly  calculated 
for  dry  soils,  even  gravels  ;  and  as 
preferring  the  mountain  to  the 
plain.  It  is  so  hardy,  that  it  may 
be  sown  even  in  autumn,  and  it 
stands  severe  frosts  well.  If  sown 
in  spring,  it  will  yield  a  good  crop 
the  same  year.  Some  experiments 
have  been  tried  with  this  plant  in 
Berwickshire,  which  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure  justify  what  has  been  urged  in 
its  favour ;  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
seems  well  entitled  to  the  attention 
of  those  who  are  desirous  of  pro¬ 
moting  British  husbandry. 

Management  of  Apple  Trees. — 
A  gentleman  in  Essex,  having  in 
his  orchard  many  old  worn- 
out  apple  trees,  which  produced 
fruit  scarcely  larger  than  a  wal¬ 
nut,  last  winter  took  fresh- 
made  lime  from  the  kiln,  slaked  it 
with  water,  and  well  dressed  the 
trees  with  a  brush.  The  result 
was,  that  the  insects  and  moss  were 
completely  destroyed,  the  outer 
rind  fell  off,  a  new,  smooth, 
clear  one  was  formed,  and  the 
trees,  although  some  of  them  twenty 
years  old,  have  now  a  most 
healthy  appearance. 

Method  of  forcing  Asparagus,  by 
J.  Sabine,  Esq.—Ci  The  general 
appearance  of  the  forced  asparagus, 
used  at  table  in  the  months  of 
December,  January,  and  February, 
is  a  sufficient  indication  of  defec¬ 
tive  management  in  its  production. 
When  I  first  examined  the  method 
practised  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hogg, 
for  forcing  early  potatos,  it  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  the  same  princi¬ 
ple  might  be  applied  to  raising 
early  asparagus,  viz.  that  of  placing 
the  roots  of  the  plants  over  a  sub¬ 
stratum  not  in  a  state  of  fermenta¬ 
tion,  and  by  introducing  into  the 
bed  the  warmth  necessary  to  force 
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them,  from  hot  linings  to  the 
sides;  for  I  considered  that  the 
weak  and  drawn  state  of  forced 
asparagus  is  occasioned  by  the 
action  of  the  dung  immediately  on 
its  root.  My  opinions,  I  think,  are 
confirmed  by  the  successful  prac¬ 
tice  of  Mr.  W.  Ross,  who,  in  the 
month  of  January,  had  some  of 
the  strongest  asparagus  I  ever 
noticed  at  that  season.  Ke  sent  a 
sample,  at  my  request,  to  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Horticul¬ 
tural  Society  in  February  last. 
The  pits,  in  which  his  succession 
pines  are  kept  in  the  summer, 
have  at  bottom  a  layer  of  leaves, 
about  eighteen  inches  deep,  cover¬ 
ed  with  the  same  thickness  of  tan, 
which  becomes  quite  cold  when 
the  pines  are  removed.  In  one  of 
the  pits  he  spread  over  the  entire 
surface  of  the  old  tan  a  quantity  of 
asparagus  roots,  which  he  covered 
with  six  inches  more  of  tan,  and 
applied  linings  of  hot  dung,  suc¬ 
cessively  renewed,  round  the  sides, 
keeping  up  thereby  a  good  heat. 
This  was  done  in  the  middle  of 
December,  and  in  five  weeks  the 
crop  was  fit  for  use.  As  soon  as 
the  shoots  made  their  appearance, 
and  during  the  day-time,  he  took 
off  the  lights,  introducing  as  much 
air  as  possible,  which  gave  them  a 
good  natural  colour,  and  the  size 
was  nearly  as  large  as  if  they  had 
been  produced  in  the  open  ground, 
at  the  usual  season.  I  observed  to 
Mr.  Ross,  that  I  thought  the  plan 
would  be  improved,  if  the  roots 
wrere  planted  in  mould,  rather  than 
in  tan  :  in  this  point  he  agreed 
with  me,  observing,  that  he  would 
nevertheless  retain  the  underlayer 
of  eighteen  inches  of  tan,  which, 
he  was  convinced,  would  be  of 
great  service,  since  it  so  readily  ad¬ 
mitted  the  passage  of  the  heat ;  and 
that  he  should,  in  all  cases,  prefer 
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the  use  of  a  bed  so  constructed,  to 
the  cold  dung-hed  of  Mr.  Hogg,  on 
which  he  had  grown  the  early 
potatos,  which,  from  having  lain 
together  for  some  time,  became  too 
compact  for  the  heat  to  penetrate 
into  them  easily. 

Directions  for  'preserving  the 
Buds  of  Fruit-trees  for  Conveyance . 
• — Mr.  Knight  in  the  Trans. 
Hortic.  Society  states,  that,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  sir  C.  Monck,  he 
made  some  experiments  to  discover 
the  most  eligible  mode  of  trans- 

o 

ferring  buds  from  one  part  of  the 
kingdom  to  another,  the  result  of 
which  was  satisfactory.  “  It  has 
led  me,”  says  Mr.  K.  “  to  adopt  a 
better  mode  of  using  buds  which 
have  become  somewhat  withered, 
than  I  previously  knew.  Several 
different  methods  of  packing  buds 
were  tried ;  but  the  following, 
which  was  first  adopted  by  sir 
Charles  Monck,  having  proved  to 
be  at  once  the  most  efficient  and 
most  easy  of  execution,  it  is  useless 
to  describe  any  other.  The  leaf¬ 
stalks  of  the  buds  were  reduced  to 
a  very  short  length,  and  the  young 
branch  was  then  inclosed  in  a 
double  fold  of  cabbage-leaf,  bound 
close  together  at  each  end  and  in- 
closed  in  a  letter.  It  was  found 
advantageous  to  place  the  lower 
surface  of  the  cabbage -leaf  inwards, 
by  which  the  inclosed  branch  was 
supplied  with  humidity,  that  being 
the  perspirating  surface  of  the  leaf, 
and  the  other  surface  being  nearly, 
or  wholly,  impervious  to  moisture. 
I  did  not  usually  receive  the  buds 
from  Belsay-castle,  the  seat  of  sir 
Charles  Monck,  in  Northumber¬ 
land,  in  less  than  five  or  six  days, 
and  the  leaf-stalk  had  then  often 
parted  from  the  buds,  and  the  bark 
could  not  very  readily  be  detached 
from  the  wood.  The  latter  sub¬ 
stance  was  therefore  suffered  to 
'“2  Y 
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remain ;  but  it  was  pared  very 
thin,  particularly  such  part  of  it  as 
extended  above  the  bud ;  and,  as 
the  loss  of  the  leaf-stalk  deprived 
me  of  the  usual  method  of  holding 
the  bud,  I  found  it  necessary  to 
suffer  that  to  remain  attached  to 
the  branch  above  it,  or  to  a  part  of 
it,  till  I  had  placed  the  bud  in  its 
proper  position ;  it  was  then  severed 
from  the  branch  with  a  sharp  knife, 
and  the  bud  almost  always  succeed¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  one  recently  taken 
from  the  tree  would  have  done.” 

Botany  of  South  America. — M. 
Bompland,  the  friend  and  com¬ 
panion  of  Humboldt  in  his  pere¬ 
grinations  in  South  America,  after 
the  late  changes  in  France,  passed 
over  to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  settling 
there,  has  devoted  himself  entirely 
to  scientific  pursuits.  He  has  esta¬ 
blished  a  garden  of  plants,  and  for 
several  months  has  been  engaged 
in  a  botanical  excursion  in  Para¬ 
guay,  a  country  abounding  in  all 
kinds  of  vegetable  and  mineral 
curiosities.  The  following  is  the 
extract  of  a  letter  written  by  him 
from  Corrientes. 

<f  The  whole  of  the  country 
called  here  the  Missions,  exceeds 
description,  and  in  it,  at  every 
step,  one  meets  with  things  both 
new  and  useful  to  natural  history. 
I  have  already  collected  two 
thousand  plants,  a  large  quantity 
of  seeds,  a  number  of  stones, 
besides  making  most  useful  obser¬ 
vations,  such  as  will  greatly  pro¬ 
mote  a  geological  knowledge  of  this 
part  of  America-  I  have  also  col¬ 
lected  insects,  birds,  &c.  Among 
the  number  of  interesting  plants  to 
which  my  attention  has  been 
called,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
country  may  hereafter  derive  great 
advantages  from  the  three  new 
kinds  of  indigo  I  have  found  in 
these  fertile  regions.  They  are 


very  different  from  the  plant  from 
which  indigo  is  obtained  in 
Caraccas,  Brazil,  Mexico,  and  India. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  South 
Americans  will  avail  themselves  of 
this  discovery,  and  cultivate  and 
improve  a  plant  that  has  hitherto 
been  disregarded  under  the  com¬ 
mon  name  of  Yuyo.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  indigo  of  Vene¬ 
zuela,  which  formerly  was  superior 
to  that  of  Guatemala,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  improvements  in  ex¬ 
tracting  it,  and  which  competes  with 
that  of  India  in  price,  in  England 
is  worth  from  13  to  20  rials  per 
pound.  In  Venezuela  as  much  as 
3  or  400,000  dollars  of  indigo  were 
annually  obtained,  and  there  the 
pound  has  frequently  been  bought 
at  seven  rials.  The  superior 
quality  that  may  be  obtained  from 
this  newly-discovered  plant,  and 
the  facilities  of  conveyance  down 
to  a  shipping  port,  render  it  an 
object  of  great  importance  to  a 
country  that  has  only  few  exports, 
and  its  cultivation,  if  encouraged 
by  the  government  and  undertaken 
by  capitalists,  will,  in  a  few  years, 
furnish  an  interesting  and  staple 
commodity  to  trade.” 

From  the  known  zeal  and  re¬ 
searches  of  this  experienced  bo¬ 
tanist,  the  scientific  world  has 
much  to  expect,  and  the  new  go¬ 
vernment  by  whom  he  is  now  em¬ 
ployed  will  derive  considerable 
advantages  from  his  turning  his 
attention,  not  only  to  objects  of 
mere  curiosity,  but  also  to  such  as 
will  eventually  improve  the  trade 
and  resources  of  the  country. 
There  are  many  other  articles,  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Buenos 
Ayres  government  ought  to  be 
called.  The  Seda  Silvestre,  or  a 
species  of  wild  silk,  left  in  the 
woods  by  a  certain  caterpillar,  is 
found  on  the  banks  of  the  Parana, 


691 


ARTS  AND  MANUFACTURES. 


Sind  would  constitute  a  valuable 
export.  Very  good  cochineal  may 
also  be  gathered  in  Tucuman, 
besides  a  great  quantity  of  bees¬ 
wax.  The  Rubia  Tinctoria  is 
found  in  many  of  the  extended 
forests,,  but  the  best  is  in  Tarija, 
Chaco,  and  the  Sierra  of  Cordova  ; 
it  yields  a  brilliant  colour.  It 
was  not  till  within  very  few  years, 
that  notice  was  taken  of  a  new 
mode  of  dying  green,  from  a  pro¬ 
duction  called  by  the  Spaniards 
Clavillo,  or  little  nail,  from  its  re¬ 
sembling  one.  Some  persons  as¬ 
sert  it  to  be  the  excrementitious 
deposit  of  a  certain  insect  smaller 
than  the  cochineal,  and  others  that 
it  is  the  insect  itself.  Hitherto  it 
has  only  been  gathered  in  Carquejia, 
and  the  point  is  found  introduced 
into  the  bark  of  a  shrub.  It  was 
first  used  by  the  poor  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  it  has  since  been  proved 
by  repeated  experiments,  that  the 
Vicunia  and  Alpaca  wools,  as  well 
as  cotton,  after  being  prepared  by 
astringents,  such  as  alum,  and  pre¬ 
viously  boiled  in  a  yellow  dye, 
when  thrown  into  a  solution  of 
Clavillo,  acquire  a  beautiful  green 


colour.  The  shade  of  this  simple 
is  in  itself  greenish,  and  by  being 
kept,  it  darkens  considerably. 
Abundance  of  it  is  found  in  the 
valley  of  Catamarca  and  province 
of  Tucuman,  but  no  scientific  ex¬ 
periments  have  been  made  with  it. 

Natural  verdigris,  of  a  metallic 
substance,  is  found  in  the  copper 
mines  of  the  districts  of  Carangas, 
Pacages,  Lipes,  and  Atacama,  as 
well  as  Oruro,  and  is  used  instead 
of  artificial  verdigris  for  paint  and 
colouring  pottery.  It  easily  dis¬ 
solves  in  mineral  acids,  and  all  the 
earth  or  heterogeneous  particles 
precipitate  to  the  bottom.  A 
species  of  metallic  combination,  of 
arsenic  mineralized  by  sulphur, 
called  Oro  Pimente,  is  also  col¬ 
lected  in  various  parts  of  the 
Cordillera  of  the  coast,  particularly 
at  a  place  called  Perinocota,  25 
leagues  from  the  town  of  Carangas. 
It  is  found  to  be  an  excellent 
article  to  fix  colours.  In  short, 
numerous  plants,  gums,  resins, 
minerals,  &c.  will,  in  the  course  of 
time,  be  brought  over  from  every 
part  of  South  America. 
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Application  of  Machinery  to  the 
Calculating  and  Printing  of  Ma¬ 
thematical  Tables. — Charles  Bab¬ 
bage,  esq.  F.  R.  S.  London  and 
Edinburgh,  &c.  in  a  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  sir  Humphry  Davy, 
president  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London,  has  announced  to  the 
world,  that  he  has  invented  various 
machines,  by  which  some  of  the 
more  complicated  processes  of 
arithmetical  calculation  may  be 


performed  with  certainty  and  dis¬ 
patch.  Mathematicians  are  well 
aware  that  tables  of  every  kind 
may  now  be  constructed  by  the 
aid  of  one  of  the  finest  inventions 
of  modern  analysis,  the  theory  of 
finite  differences.  It  is  in  this 
way  that  Mr.  Babbage  proposes 
to  apply  his  machines  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  calculation.  He  states 
that  his  first  engine  is  capable  of 
computing  any  table  by  the  aid 
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of  differences,  whether  they  are 
positive  or  negative,  or  of  both 
kinds ;  and  that  with  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  he  would  venture  to  con¬ 
struct  an  engine  that  should  com¬ 
pute  numbers  depending  on  ten  or 
twelve  successive  orders  of  dif¬ 
ferences.  It  is  a  remarkable 
property  of  the  machine,  that 
the  greater  the  number  of  differ¬ 
ences,  the  more  it  will  outstrip 
the  most  rapid  calculator.  This 
machine,  by  the  application  of 
certain  parts,  may  be  employed 
in  extracting  the  roots  of  equa¬ 
tions,  and  the  degree  of  approxi¬ 
mation  will  depend  on  its  magni¬ 
tude.  Mr.  Babbage  has  sketches 
of  two  other  machines,  one  by 
which  the  product  of  any  number 
by  any  other  number  may  be 
found ;  and  another  by  which  all 
prime  numbers  from  0  to  10  mil¬ 
lions  may  be  determined.  He  has 
also  a  fourth  machine,  whose  plans 
are  in  a  more  advanced  state,  by 
which  tables  having  no  order  of 
differences  constant  may  be  con¬ 
structed.  This  last  is  immediately 
applicable  to  the  construction  of 
Logarithmic  and  Astronomical 
tables  of  every  kind ;  and  in  order 
to  avoid  the  errors  which  might  be 
produced  in  copying  and  printing 
the  numbers  in  the  common  way, 
the  ingenious  inventor  states,  that 
he  has  contrived  means  by  which 
the  machines  shall  take,  from  se¬ 
veral  boxes  containing  type,  the 
numbers  which  they  calculate,  and 
place  them  side  by  side ;  thus  be¬ 
coming  at  once  a  substitute  for 
the  computer  and  the  compositor. 
In  order  to  demonstrate  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  executing  these  views, 
Mr.  Babbage  has  actually  con¬ 
structed  a  machine  which  will  pro¬ 
duce  any  tables  where  second  dif¬ 
ferences  are  constant,  and  has  ex¬ 
hibited  it  to  some  friends,  who 


have  witnessed  its  performance* 
In  the  computation  of  a  series  of 
numbers  from  the  formula  12. 
+  £F+41,  they  were  at  first  pro¬ 
duced  rather  slower  than  they 
could  be  taken  down  by  a  person 
that  undertook  to  write  the  num¬ 
bers  as  they  appeared,  but  as  soon, 
as  four  figures  were  required,  the 
machine  was  at  least  equal  in 
speed  to  the  writer. 

Method  of  preserving  Iron  and 
Steel  from  rust. — Greasy  and  oily, 
or  resinous  substances  have  hither¬ 
to  formed  the  basis  of  the  different 
preparations  proposed  and  em¬ 
ployed  for  this  purpose ;  but  in 
the  former,  when  rancidity  comes 
on,  an  acid  is  produced,  which 
corrodes  the  iron  ;  and  the  latter, 
when  dry,  are  apt  to  crack,  and 
thus  afford  an  inlet  to  moisture. 
But  melted  caoutchouc,  or  India 
rubber,  Mr.  Aikin  has  found  to 
possess  peculiar  advantages  in  pre¬ 
preserving  the  surface  of  iron  from 
being  acted  upon  by  the  atmos¬ 
phere,  arising  from  its  little  sus¬ 
ceptibility  of  chemical  change 
when  exposed  to  the  air ;  from 
its  treacly  consistence,  under  all 
ordinary  temperature ;  from  its 
strong  adhesion  to  the  surface  of 
iron  or  steel ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  from  the  facility  with  which 
it  is  removed  by  a  soft  brush 
charged  with  warm  oil  of  turpen¬ 
tine.  The  finger  or  a  soft  brush 
are  the  most  convenient  imple¬ 
ments  for  applying  the  caoutchouc ; 
and,  as  soon  as  the  article  has  been 
covered,  it  ought  to  be  set  up  on 
end,  in  order  that  the  excess  may 
drain,  which  will  take  place  in  a 
day  or  two.  The  temperature  for 
melting  caoutchouc  is  nearly  equal 
to  that  required  for  the  fusion  of 
lead. 

An  Artificial  Triton.  —  At 
Scheveningen,  a  Mr.  Andrew7 
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Scheerboom  made  the  experiment 
of  riding  on  his  horse,  which  he 
had  provided  with  his  newly-in¬ 
vented  apparatus,  into  the  breakers 
of  the  sea,  which  rose  to  the  height 
of  12  feet;  and  having  advanced. 
400  yards  directly  into  the  water, 
he  returned  to  the  shore,  waving 
his  handkerchief,  amidst  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  thousands  of  snec- 

x 

tators. 

Damp  in  Walls . — An  easy  and 
efficacious  way  of  preventing  the 
effect  of  damp  walls  upon  paper  in 
rooms  has  lately  been  used  with 
considerable  success.  It  consists 
of  lining  the  wall  or  the  damp  part 
of  it  with  sheet  lead,  purposely 
rolled  very  thin ;  this  is  fastened 
up  with  small  copper  nails,  which 
not  being  subject  to  rust  are  very 
durable,  and  the  whole  may  be 
immediately  covered  with  paper. 
The  lead  is  not  thicker  than  that 
which  is  used  in  the  chests  in 
which  tea  is  imported,  and  is  made 
in  sheets,  of  which  the  width  is 
about  that  of  common  paper  hang¬ 
ings. 

Monochromatic  Lamp  - — •  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh.  April  1 5.— -A  paper,  by 
Dr.  Brewster,  was  read,  intituled, 
“  Description  of  a  Monochromatic 
Lamp,  with  observations  on  the 
Composition  of  different  Flames, 
as  modified  by  Reflection,  Refrac¬ 
tion  and  Combustion.”  The  chief 
object  of  this  paper  was  to  describe 
the  principles  and  construction  of  a 
Monochromatic  lamp,  for  illumi¬ 
nating  objects  with  a  homogeneous 
•flame,  which  the  author  succeeded 
in  constructing,  after  many  unsuc¬ 
cessful  attempts.  By  illuminating 
microscopic  objects  with  this  lamp, 
a  distinctness  and  perfection  of 
vision  was  obtained,  which  extends 
widely  the  power  of  the  micro¬ 
scope,  and  enables  it  to  detect  de¬ 


licate  structures,  and  minute  or¬ 
ganizations,  which  are  beyond  the 
reach  of  observation  when  common 
light  is  employed.  The  author 
pointed  out  the  application  of  this 
lamp  to  various  purposes,  both 
practical  and  scientific,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  measurement  of 
minute  optical  phenomena,  such 
as  those  of  refractive  powers, 
double  refraction,  and  polarisation, 
and  the  phenomena  of  periodical 
colours.  As  the  yellow  light  dis¬ 
charged  from  this  lamp  has  an  in¬ 
variable  character,  the  measures 
of  these  and  other  phenomena, 
taken  in  such  a  light  by  different 
philosophers,  may  now  be  referred 
to  as  an  unchangeable  standard, 
and  they  will  also  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  being  made  in  the  most 
luminous  rays  of  the  spectrum,  and 
of  being  referable  to  rays  that 
have  nearly  a  mean  refrangibility. 
The  author  likewise  pointed  out 
the  manner  in  which  the  prismatic 
spectrum  is  attacked,  and  finally 
extinguished,  by  the  action  of  dif¬ 
ferently-coloured  absorbing  media ; 
and  he  has  established,  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  deductions  of  Dr.  Wol¬ 
laston  and  Dr.  Young,  that  the 
yellow  light  has  a  separate  and  in¬ 
dependent  existence  in  the  solar 
spectrum. 

Purification  of  Oil.  —  A  disco¬ 
very  has  been  made  in  Denmark 
for  purifying  common  fish  oil,  and 
rendering  it  equal  to  the  best 
sperm,  by  means  of  animal  char¬ 
coal,  which  is  made,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  from  beef  bones  which 
have  been  boiled.  The  charcoal 
is  mixed  with  the  oil,  and  repeat¬ 
edly  agitated  for  two  months,  after 
which  it  is  filtered  with  twelve 
strata  of  similar  charcoal,  used  as 
soon  as  made.  The  quantity  of 
gas  evolved  by  the  bones  in  the 
operation  is  considerable,  and  is 
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used  for  lighting  the  manufactory 
and  adjacent  buildings.  The  re¬ 
siduum  is  mixed  with  clay  for 
fuel;  the  loss  in  the  process  by 
the  residuum  is  estimated  at  15 
per  cent,  and  the  gain  is  equal  to 
40  per  cent,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  discovery  of  25  per 
cent. 

Electrical  Conductors  for  Ships. 

? — Seventy  years  have  elapsed 
since  Dr.  Franklin  demonstrated 
the  efficacy  of  metallic  conductors 
in  protecting  buildings  from  the 
destructive  effects  of  lightning. 
Although  the  application  of  con¬ 
ductors  on  land  is  generally  judi¬ 
cious,  and  their  advantages  are 
admitted,  yet,  on  shipboard,  where 
the  effects  of  lightning  are  most 
to  be  dreaded,  from  the  inflamma¬ 
bility  of  the  materials  of  which 
the  ship  and  stores  are  usually 
composed,  the  introduction  of  elec¬ 
trical  conductors  has  been  lament¬ 
ably  neglected  or  injudiciously  em¬ 
ployed.  This,  indeed,  may  in 
some  measure  be  traced  to  the 
difficulty  of  placing  any  fixed  or 
contiguous  conductor  in  a  situation 
so  liable  to  change  and  motion  as 
the  mast  and  rigging  of  a  ship ; 
and  consequently  the  only  species 
of  conductor  that  has  been  adopted 
is  a  chain,  or  long  links  of  wire, 
one  end  of  which  is  designed  to  be 
hoisted  to  the  mast-head,  whilst 
the  other  passes  over  the  side  of 
the  ship,  and  communicates  with 
the  water ;  but,  independently  of 
its  defective  construction,  from  its 
small  dimensions,  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  being  constantly  hoisted, 
and  its  consequent  liability  to  be 
injured,  are  very  obvious.  This 
species  of  conductor  is  therefore 
usually  kept  packed  in  a  case,  and 
only  hoisted  on  the  approach  of 
danger,  which  it  may  then  be  too 
late  fully  to  avert.  To  remedy 


these  inconveniences,  Mr.  Harris 
proposes  to  place  in  the  back  of 
the  masts  a  slip  of  copper,  which 
is  to  be  continued  to  the  interior 
or  hole  of  the  cap  of  each  mast ; 
consequently,  coming  into  contact 
with  the  mast  above,  the  con¬ 
tinuity  will  be  preserved  without 
the  upper  masts  being  lowered. 
The  conductors  of  the  lower  masts 
are  to  be  continued  to  the  keel, 
and  made  to  communicate  with 
one  or  more  copper  bolts  in  con¬ 
tact  with  the  exterior  copper  or 
the  water.  It  must  be  clear,  there¬ 
fore,  that  this  arrangement  pre¬ 
serves  a  permanent  conductor,  so 
long  as  any  part  of  the  mast  is 
continued,  and  as  the  masts  of  a 
ship  may  be  considered  as  mere 
points,  when  contrasted  with  a 
thunder  cloud,  thus  armed  they 
are  virtually  pointed  conductors. 
To  those  acquainted  with  the 
action  of  points  on  charged  elec¬ 
trics,  it  will  be  obvious,  and  not 
too  much  to  presume,  that  such 
masts  will  be  highly  efficacious  in 
silently  depriving  a  thunder  cloud 
of  its  charge,  thereby  giving  to 
ships  a  degree  of  security  of  very 
considerable  importance. 

From  these  considerations  Mr. 
Harris  was  induced  to  submit  a 
model  of  a  complete  mast,  fur¬ 
nished  with  permanent  conductors, 
to  the  inspection  of  the  honourable 
navy  board,  who  expressed  their 
decided  approbation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  requested  him  to  exem¬ 
plify  its  efficiency  by  an  experi¬ 
ment,  which  was  carried  into 
effect  on  board  the  Caledonia,  at 
Plymouth,  in  the  presence  of  the 
navy  board,  sir  A.  Cochrane,  com¬ 
missioner  Shield,  several  captains 
in  the  navy,  and  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Dock-yard,  in  the 
following  manner :  —  The  Louisa 
cutter  having  had  a  temporary 
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mast  and  topmast  fitted  with  a 
copper  conductor,  according  to  Mr. 
Harris’s  plan,  was  moored  astern 
of  the  Caledonia,  and  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  eighty  feet  from  the  cutter 
a  boat  was  stationed  with  a  small 
brass  howitzer.  On  the  tiller  head 
of  the  Caledonia  were  placed  the 
electrical  machine  and  an  electrical 
jar,  with  the  outer  coating  of 
which  a  line  was  connected,  having 
a  metallic  wire  woven  in  it :  this 
line  being  carried  out  of  the  star¬ 
board  window  of  the  wardroom, 
terminated  in  an  insulated  pointed 
wire  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  touch-hole  of  the  howitzer ;  a 
similar  line  was  passed  from  the 
larboard  window,  which  commu¬ 
nicated  with  the  mast  head  of  the 
cutter ;  and  at  the  termination  of 
the  bolt  through  the  keel,  a  chain 
was  attached,  connected  with  ano¬ 
ther  insulated  pointed  wire  in  the 
boat,  placed  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
touch-hole — the  space  between  the 
insulated  points  being  the  only 
interval  in  a  circuit  of  about  300 
feet,  from  the  positive  to  the  ne¬ 
gative  side  of  the  jar.  Some  gun¬ 
powder  being  placed  in  contact 
with  the  conductor  in  the  cutter, 
and  the  priming  in  the  interval 
of  the  insulated  points,  the  jar 
was  charged,  and  the  line  attached 
to  the  mast-head  of  the  cutter 
being  brought  into  contact  with 
the  positive  or  inside  of  the  jar, 
a  discharge  of  electric  matter  fol¬ 
lowed,  which  was  passed  by  the 
line  to  the  mast-head,  and  by 
the  conductor  through  the  powder 
to  the  chain  in  the  water  by  which 


it  was  conveyed  to  the  interrupted 
communication  in  the  boat  where 
it  passed  in  the  form  of  a  spark 
and  discharging  the  howitzer,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  negative  or  outside 
of  the  jar  by  the  line  leading  into 
the  starboard  window,  thereby  de¬ 
monstrating  that  a  quantity  of 
electric  matter  had  been  passed 
through  the  powder  (without 
igniting  it)  in  contact  with  the 
mast  of  the  cutter,  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  howitzer.  Mr. 
Harris  then  detached  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  keel  of  the 
cutter  and  the  positive  wire  in  the 
boat,  leaving  that  wire  to  com¬ 
municate  with  the  water  only, 
but  this  interruption  did  not  im¬ 
pede  or  divert  the  charge,  as  the 
discharge  of  the  howitzer  was 
effected  with  equal  success  as  in 
the  first  instance,  the  water  form¬ 
ing  the  only  conductor  from  the 
cutter  to  the  boat.  In  order  to 
demonstrate  that  a  trifling  frac¬ 
ture  or  interruption  in  the  con¬ 
ductor  would  not  be  important,  it 
was  cut  through  with  a  saw,  but 
this  produced  no  material  injury 
to  its  conducting  power. 

These  trials,  carried  on  under 
the  disadvantages  of  unfavourable 
weather,  convinced  all  present  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  plan,  and  called 
forth  the  decided  approbation  of  the 
navy  board.  Sir  T.  B.  Martin  re¬ 
quested  Mr.  Harris  to  superintend 
the  equipment  of  the  masts  of  the 
Minden  of  74*  guns,  and  of  the 
Java  frigate,  preparatory  to  its 
general  introduction  into  the  navy. 
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George  Linton,  of  Gloucester- 
street,  Queen-square,  Middlesex, 
mechanist ;  for  a  method  of  impelling 
machinery  without  the  aid  of  steam, 
water,  wind,  air,  or  fire. — Dec.  22nd, 
1821. 

Richard  Ormrod,  of  Manchester, 
iron-founder ;  for  an  improvement  in 
the  mode  of  heating  liquids  in  boilers, 
and  thereby  accelerating  and  increas¬ 
ing  the  production  of  steam ;  commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  by  a  person  residing 
abroad. — Jan.  7th,  1822. 

Richard  Summers  Harford,  of  Eb- 
bro  Vale  iron- works,  Aberistwyth, 
iron-master ;  for  an  improvement  in 
that  department  of  iron  commonly 
called  puddling.-— Jan.  9th. 

James  Harris,  of  St.  Mildred’s- 
eourt,  London,  tea-dealer;  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  shoes  for  horses  and 
cattle. — Jan.  9  th. 

William  Ravenscroft,  of  Serle-street, 
Lincoln’s-inn,  peruke-maker ;  for  a 
forensic  wig,  the  curls  whereof  are 
constructed  on  a  principle  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  frizzing^  See.  and  for 
forming  the  curls  in  a  way  not  to  be 
uncurled ;  and  also  for  the  tails  of  the 
wig  not  to  require  tying  in  dressing  ; 
and,  further,  the  impossibility  of  any 
person  untying  them.— Jan.  14th. 

D.  Loescham,  of  Newman-street, 
and  J.  Allwright,  of  Little  Newport- 
street ;  for  an  improved  keyed  musi¬ 
cal-instrument,  comprising  in  itself 
many  qualities  never  hitherto  pro¬ 
duced  in  one  instrument.  Communi¬ 
cated  to  him  by  a  foreigner. — Jan.l4th. 

A.  Gordon,  of  London,  and  D. 
Gordon,  of  Edinburgh ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  and  additions  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  lamps,  and  of  compositions  and 
materials  to  be  burned  in  the  lamps. 
—Jan.  14th. 

D.  Gordon,  Edinburgh,  esq. ;  for 
improvements  and  additions  to  steam- 
packets,  and  other  vessels ;  part  of 
which  improvements  are  applicable  to 
other  naval  and  marine  purposes. — 
Jan.  14th. 

A.  Applegarth,  Duke-street,  Lam¬ 
beth  ;  for  improvements  in  printing 
machines.— Jan.  14th. 

J.  Winter,  of  Acton  ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  on  chimney-caps,  and  in  the 


application  thereof.  Sealed  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Jan.  23rd,  1821. 

J.  Eleard,  of  Birmingham  court ; 
for  improvements  on  working  appara¬ 
tus.  Edinb.  Jan.  23rd,  1821. 

J.  Hague,  Great  Pearl-street, 
Spitalfields ;  for  a  method  of  making 
metallic  pipes,  tubes,  or  cylinders,  by 
the  application  and  arrangement  in 
the  apparatus  of  certain  machinery 
and  mechanical  powers. — Jan.  29th. 

Sir  W.  Congreve,  bart. ;  for  im¬ 
proved  methods  of  multiplying  fac¬ 
simile  impressions  to  any  extent. — • 
Jan.  29th. 

P.  Ewart,  Manchester ;  for  a  new 
method  of  making  coffer-dams. — Jan. 
29tlr. 

R.  Bill,  Newman-street,  for  an 
improved  method  of  manufacturing 
metallic  tubes,  cylinders,  cones,  or  of 
other  forms,  adapted  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  masts,  yards,  booms,  bowsprits, 
casks,  &c.— Feb.  5th. 

F.  L.  Talton, New  Bond-street;  for 
an  astronomical  instrument  or  watch, 
by  which  the  time  of  the  day,  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  celestial  bodies,  as  well  as 
carriages,  horses,  or  other  animals, 
may  be  correctly  ascertained.  Partly 
communicated  to  him  by  a  foreigner. 
—Feb.  9  th. 

G.  H.  Palmer,  Royal  Mint ;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  production  of  heat, 
whereby  a  considerable  saving  of  fuel 
is  obtained,  and  the  total  consumption 
of  smoke  may  be  effected. — Feb.  12th. 

J.  F.  Smith,  esq.  Bunston-hall, 
Chesterfield ;  for  improvements  in 
dressing  of  piece  goods  made  from  silk 
or  worsted,  or  of  noth  these  materials. 
•—Feb.  12th. 

S.  Davis,  Upper  East  Smithfield; 
for  an  improvement  upon  the  lock  for 
guns,  Ac.  enabling  the  lock  to  be  used 
upon  the  percussion  principle,  or  Avith 
gunpoAvder,  without  charging  the  lock 
or  hammer. — Feb.  12. 

T.  Brunton,  of  the  Commercial- 
road,  chain-cable  and  anchor  manu¬ 
facturer;  for  improvements  upon  the 
anchor — Feb.  12  th. 

E.  Peck,  of  Liverpool  ;  for  ma¬ 
chinery  to  be  worked  by  Avater,  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  moving  of  mills,  and  other 
machinery  of  various  descriptions,  or 


PATENTS. 


697 


tor  forcing  or  pumping  water.  Com¬ 
municated  to  him  by  a  foreigner. — • 
Feb.  22nd. 

W.  E.  Cochrane,  esq.  of  Somerset- 
street  ;  for  improvements  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  lamps,  Avhereby  they  are 
rendered  capable  of  burning  concrete 
oils,  animal  fat,  &c.— Feb.  23rd. 

W.  Buckle,  of  Mark-lane;  for  im¬ 
provements  m  machinery  for  shaping 
or  cutting  out  irregular  forms  in 
wood,  or  any  other  materials  or  sub¬ 
stances  which  admit  of  being  cut  by 
cutters  or  tools  revolving  with  a  cir¬ 
cular  motion,  whether  such  motion  be 
continuous  or  reciprocating.  Commu¬ 
nicated  to  him  by  J.  P.  Boyd,  of  Eos- 
ton  in  America. — March  2nd. 

J.  Higgins,  of  Fulham ;  for  im¬ 
provements  upon  the  construction  of 
carriages. — March  2nd. 

C.  Yardley,  of  Camberwell ;  for  a 
method  of  manufacturing  glue  from 
bones. — March  2nd. 

J.  Thompson,  of  Regent-street ;  for 
an  improvement  in  the  method  of 
forming  or  preparing  steel  for  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  springs  for  carriages. — 
March  2nd. 

J.  Ruthven,  of  Edinburgh;  for  a 
new  method  of  procuring  a  mechanical 
power.- — March  2nd. 

G.  Strattan,  of  Hampstead-road ; 
for  an  improved  process  of  consuming 
smoke. — March  2nd. 

J.  Gladstone,  of  Liverpool ;  for  a 
chain  of  a  new  and  improved  construc¬ 
tion. — March  12th. 

R.  H,  Bate,  of  17,  Poultry ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  improvements  upon  hydrometers 
and  saccharometers. — March  21st. 

W.  E.  E.  Con  well,  of  Madras,  sur¬ 
geon  ;  for  an  improvement  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  and  application  of  a  certain 
purgative  vegetable  oil — March  21st. 

S.  Robinson,  of  Leeds ;  for  improve¬ 
ments  on  a  machine  for  shearing  and 
cropping  woollen  cloth. — March  21st. 

G.  Stephenson,  of  Long  Benton; 
for  improvements  in  steam-engines. — 
March  21st. 

R.  S.  Harford,  of  Ebbro  Vale  Iron¬ 
works  ;  for  an  improvement  in  the 
heating  processes  in  the  manufacture 
of  bar,  rod,  sheet,  and  other  malleable 
iron,  whether  the  same  may  have  been 
previously  prepared  by  the  pudling  or 
other  modes  of  refining. — March  21st. 

W.  Church,  Nelson-square ;  for  an 
improved  apparatus  for  printing. — 
March  21st. 


A.  Clarke,  esq.  Dron,  Louehars ; 
for  an  improvement  in  the  boilers  and 

condensers  of  steam  engines _ March 

21st. 

R.  Bowman,  of  Manchester;  for 
improvements  in  the  construction  of 
looms  for  weaving  various  sorts  of 
cloths ;  which  looms  may  be  set  in 
motion  by  any  adequate  power.  Edin¬ 
burgh,  March  27th,  1821. 

S.  Kenrick,  of  West  Bromwich;  for 
an  improved  method  of  tinning  cast- 
iron  vessels. — Edinb.  Mar.  27th,  1821. 

H.  Brown,  of  Derby ;  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  the  construction  of 
boilers,  whereby  a  considerable  saving 
of  fuel  is  eftected,  and  smoke  rapidly 
consumed. — Edinb.  Mar.  27th,  1821. 

P.  London,  the  younger,  of  Cannon- 
street  ;  for  an  improvement  in  the 
application  of  heat  to  coppers  and 
other  utensils. — Edin.Mar.  27th,  1821. 

W.  Pride,  of  Uley ;  for  a  self-regu¬ 
lating  apparatus  for  spooling  and 
warping  woollen  or  other  warps  or 
chains. — April  16  th. 

W.  Daniell,  of  Abocame;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  rolling  of  iron  into 
bars,  used  for  making  or  manufactur¬ 
ing  tin  plates. — April  16th. 

B.  Cook,  of  Birmingham ;  for  a 
mixture,  or  preparation,  which  may 
be  used  with  advantage  in  preventing 
the  damage  of  accidents  from  fire. — 
April  16tn. 

J.  Grimshaw,  of  Bishop-wearrnouth ; 
for  a  method  of  stitching,  lacing,  or 
manufacturing  of  flat  ropes,  by  means 
of  rotative  machinery,  connected  with, 
or  worked  by,  a  steam-engine,  or  other 
rotative  power,  better  than  any  other 
method  now  in  use. — April  16th. 

P.  Erard,  of  Great  Marlborough- 
street;  for  improvements  on  harps. 
Communicated  to  him  by  a  foreigner, 
residing  abroad, — April  24th. 

E.  Dodd,  of  St.  Martin’s-lane ;  for 
improvements  on  pedal  harps. — April 
24th. 

J.  Delvean,  of  Wardour-street ;  for 
improvements  on  harps. — April  21th. 

R.  Ford,  of  Abingdon-row;  for  a 
chemical  liquid  or  solution  of  annotto. 
— April  24. 

R.  Knight,  of  Foster-lane,  Cheap- 
side,  and°R.  Kirk,  of  Osborn-place, 
Whitechapel;  for  a  process  for  the 
more  rapid  crystallization,  and  ioi  the 
evaporation  of  fluids,  at  comparative 
low  temperatures,  by  a  peculiar  me¬ 
chanical  application  of  air. — May  Oth. 
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C.  Phillips,  of  Haverfordwest ;  for 
improvements  upon  capstans. — Edin¬ 
burgh,  May,  28. 

W.  F.  Gotland,  of  Tottenham-courl- 
road;  for  improvements  on  piano¬ 
fortes. — Edinb.  May  30th. 

J.  L.  Bradbury,  of  Manchester ;  for 
a  new  mode  of  engraving  and  etching 
metal  rollers  used  for  printing  upon 
woollen,  cotton,  linen,  paper,  cloth, 
silk,  and  other  substances.  Edinburgh, 
June  1,  1821. 

H.  S.  H.  Wollaston,  of  Clapton; 
for  a  bolt  or  fastening,  particularly 
applicable  as  a  night  bolt. —  June  4th. 

W.  Huxham,  of  Exeter ;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  construction  of 
roofs. — June  4th. 

H.  Colebank,  of  Broughton  in  Fur¬ 
ness  ;  for  an  engine  for  cutting,  twist¬ 
ing,  and  spreading  of  wick,  used  in  the 
making  of  candles,  by  which  a  great 
saving  of  manual  labour  is  accom¬ 
plished. — J une  4th. 

J.  Barton,  deputy  comptroller  of 
the  Mint ;  for  a  certain  process  for 
the  application  of  prismatic  colours  to 
the  surface  of  steel,  and  other  metals ; 
and  using  the  same  in  the  manufacture 
of  various  ornaments. — June  4th. 

J.  Frost,  of  Finchley ;  for  a  new 
cement,  or  artificial  stone. — June  11th. 

W.  Feetham,  of  Ludgate -hill ;  for 
improvements  on  shower  baths.— June 
13th. 

D.  Gardner,  of  Aldersgate-street ; 
for  a  stay  particularly  applicable  to 
supporting  the  body  under  spinal 
weakness,  and  correcting  deformity  of 
shape. — June  13th. 

J.  W  ass,  of  Lea-wharf,  Derbyshire ; 
for  an  improvement,  which  prevents 
the  ill  effects  to  vegetation  and  animal 
life,  that  have  hitherto  been  occasioned 
by  noxious  fumes  and  particles  that 
arise  from  smelting  or  calcining  lead 
ore  and  other  pernicious  minerals. — 
June  15th. 

M.  I.  Brunei,  Chelsea,  engineer ;  for 

improvements  on  steam-engines _ _ 

June  26th. 

T.  Gauntlet,  Bath,  surgeons’- instru¬ 
ment-maker;  for  improvements  on 
vapour-baths,  by  which  the  heat  is 
better  regulated,  and  the  baths  ren¬ 
dered  more  portable.— June  26th. 

W.  Brunton,  Birmingham,  engi¬ 
neer;  for  improvements  upon  fire¬ 
grates,  and  the  means  of  introducing 
coal  thereon — June  26th. 

L.  B.  Rabant,  Skinner-street,  Snow- 


hill,  gent. ;  for  an  improved  apparatus 
for  the  preparation  of  coffee  or  tea. — 
June  26th. 

T.  Postans,  Charles-street,  St. 
James’s,  gent.,  and  W.  Jeakes,  Great 
Bussell-street,  Bloomsbury,  iron¬ 
monger  ;  for  an  improvement  on  cook- 
ing  apparatus. — June  26th. 

G.  Smart,  Pedlar’s  Acre,  Lambeth, 
civil  engineer  ;  for  an  improvement  in 
the  manufacture  of  chains,  which  he 
denominates  mathematical  chains.— 
July  4th. 

J.  Smith,  Sheffield,  book-keeper;  for 
an  improvement  of,  or  in,  the  steam- 
engine-boiler.. — July  4th. 

J.  Bold,  West-street,  Long-lane, 
Bermondsey,  printer;  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  printing. — July  4th. 

Jonas  Hobson  and  John  Hobson, 
of  My  thorn  bridge;  for  a  new  series 
of  machinery  for  the  better  mode  of 
shearing,  cutting,  and  finishing  woollen 
cloths,  kerseymeres,  and  all  other  des¬ 
cription  of  cloths  and  piece  goods  which 
require  the  use  of  the  shears. — July 
27th. 

J.  Stanley,  of  Charlton-row,  Man¬ 
chester  ;  for  machinery  calculated  for 
a  more  efficacious  mode  of  fuelling, 
or  supplying  furnaces  in  general  with 
fuel,  whereby  a  considerable  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  consumption  of  fuel,  the 
appearance  of  smoke,  and  of  labour,  is 
effected. — July  27th. 

J.  Pearse,  of  Tavistock ;  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  construction  and 
manufacture  of  spring-jacks,  and 
their  connexion  with  roasting  appa¬ 
ratus. — July  27th. 

Sir  A.  Perrier,  of  the  city  of  Cork  ; 
for  improvements  in  the  apparatus  for 
distilling,  boiling,  and  concentrating, 
by  evaporation,  various  sorts  of  liquids 
and  fluids. — July  27th. 

II.  B.  Roxby,  of  Arbour-square, 
Stepney ;  for  improvements  on,  or 
additions  to  the  quadrant. — July  31st. 

W.  Cleland,  of  Glasgow  ;  for  an  im¬ 
proved  apparatus  for  the  purpose  of 
evaporating  liquids. — Aug.  17th. 

D.  Mushet,  Coleford,  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  iron  maker ;  for  an  improve¬ 
ment  or  improvements  in  the  making 
or  manufacturing  of  iron  from  certain 
slags  or  cinders  produced  in  the  working 
or  making  of  that  metal. — Aug.  20th. 

W.  Mitchell,  Glasgow,  silversmith  ; 
for  a  process,  whereby  gold  and  silver 
plate,  and  other  plate  formed  of  duc¬ 
tile  metals,  may  be  manufactured  in  a 
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more  perfect  and  expeditious  manner, 
than  by  any  process  hitherto  employed. 

- — Aug.  24th. 

T.  Sowerby,  Bishopwearmouth, 
Durham,  merchant ;  for  a  chain,  upon 
a  new  and  improved  principle,  suitable 
for  ships’  cables,  and  other  purposes. — 
Aug  29tli. 

It.  Vazie,  Chasewater,  Mine  Ken- 
wyn,  Cornwall,  civil  engineer ;  for  an 
improvement  in  the  compounding  of 
different  species  of  metals — Sept.  3rd. 

H.  Burgess,  Miles’s-lane,  Cannon- 
street,  London,  merchant ;  for  im¬ 
provements  on  wheel  carriages. — Sept. 
3rd. 

J.  Collier,  of  Compton-street, 
Brunswick-square,  for  improvements 
upon  machines  for  shearing  cloth. — 
Sept.  27th. 

W.  Goodman,  of  Coventry,  for  im¬ 
provements  in  looms. — Sept.  27th. 

J.  Bourdieu,  of  Lime-street,  Lon¬ 
don,  for  a  method  of  improving  the 
preparation  of  colours  for  printing 
wove  cloths.  Communicated  to  him  by 
a  foreigner. — Sept.  27th. 

B.  Boothby,  of  the  Iron- works  .Ches¬ 
terfield,  for  an  improved  method  of 
manufacturing  cannon  shot,  by  which 
a  superior  shot  is  produced  in  the  soli¬ 
dity  and  smoothness  of  its  external 
surface. — Sept.  27th. 

J.  D.  Moxon,  of  Liverpool,  and  J. 
Fraser,  of  King-street,  Middlesex,  for 
improvements  in  ship  cabooses  or 
hearths ;  and  also  for  an  apparatus,  to 
be  occasionally  connected  therewith, 
for  the  purposes  of  evaporating  and 
condensing  water. — Sept.  27th. 

F.  L.  Talton,  of  New  Bond-street, 
for  improvements  on  or  additions  to, 
watches  or  chronometers  in  general, 
whereby  they  may  be  rendered  capa¬ 
ble  of  marking  the  precise  moment  of 
any  desired  observations,  and  without 
the  necessity  of  stopping  the  regular 
movement  of  the  watch,  as  in  ordinary 
stop-watches — Sept.  27th. 

T.  T.  Beningfield,  of  High-street, 
Whitechapel,  and  J.  T.  Beale,  of  Saint 
George’s  in  the  East,  for  certain  ^  im¬ 
provements  on  steam-engines. — Sept. 
27th. 

J.  Witcher,  of  Saint  Luke,  Middle¬ 
sex,  M.  Pickford,  of  Wood-street,  and 
J.  Whitbourn,  of  Goswell-street,  for 
an  improvement  in  the  construction 
of  the  wheels  of  all  wheeled  carriages, 
and  of  all  other  vertical  wheels  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  size.— Sept.  27th. 


J.  Frost,  of  Finchley,  for  a  new  me¬ 
thod  of  casting  or  constructing  foundar- 
tions,  piers,  walls,  ceilings,  arches,  co¬ 
lumns,  pilasters,  mouldings,  and  other 
enrichments  to  buildings. — Sept.  27th. 

S.  Pratt,  of  Bond-street,  for  im¬ 
proved  straps  or  bands,  to  be  used 
for  securing  luggage  upon  chaises  or 
coaches  or  for  securing  property  (gene¬ 
rally)  when  placed  in  exposed  situations. 
Sept.  27th. 

T.  Binns  and  J.  Binns,  both  of  Tot- 
tenham-Court-road,  for  improvements 
in  propelling  vessels,  and  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  steam-engines  and  boilers, 
applicable  to  propelling  vessels  and 
other  purposes. — Oct.  18th. 

W.  Jones,  of  Bodwelty,  Monmouth¬ 
shire,  engineer,  for  improvements  in 
the  manufacturing  of  iron. — Oct.  18th. 

S.  Wilson,  of  Streatham,  for  a  new 
manufacture  of  worsted — Oct.  18th. 

S.  F.  Sornes,  of  Ralcliffe,  for  an  im¬ 
provement  in  the  construction  of  an¬ 
chors.— -Oct.  18  th. 

U.  Lane,  of  Lamb’s  Conduit-street, 
for  an  improvement  in  the  platting  of 
straw,  and  in  manufacturing  bonnets. 
•—Oct.  18th. 

J.  Williams,  of  Cornhill,  for  a  me¬ 
thod  to  prevent  the  frequent  removal 
of  the  pavement  and  carriage-paths, 
for  laying  down  and  taking  up  pipes, 
and  for  other  purposes,  in  streets, 
roads,  and  public  ways.— -Oct.  18th. 

J.  Brindley,  of  Frinsbury,  for  im¬ 
provements  in  the  construction  and 
building  of  ships,  boats,  barges,  and 
other  vessels  for  navigation. — Oct.  18th. 

T.  Leach,  of  Blue-Boar-court,  Lon¬ 
don,  for  an  improvement  in  steam-en¬ 
gines,  by  the  application  of  steam  im¬ 
mediately  to  a  wheel  instead  of  the 
usual  process.  Communicated  to  him 
by  a  foreigner. — Oct.  25th. 

W.  Piper,  of  Cookley  Iron-works, 
for  several  new  anchors  for  the  use  of 
shipping. — Nov.  1. 

A.  Flint,  of  Uley,  for  a  machine  for 
scouring,  pising,  and  washing  of  wool¬ 
len  cloths. — Nov.  1. 

J.  Oxford,  of  Little  Britain,  for  an 
improved  method  of  preventing  pre¬ 
mature  decay  in  timber,  metallic  sub¬ 
stances,  and  canvas. — Nov.  1. 

J.  D.  Moxon,  of  Liverpool,  for  im- 
provements  in  the  construction  of 
bridges,  and  works  of  a  similar  natuie. 
— Nov.  9. 

F.  Deakin,  of  Birmingham,  lor  an 
improvement  in  the  manufacture  of 


700  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1822. 


holster  -  cases,  cartouch  -  boxes,  and 
other  description  of  cases, — Nov.  9th. 

J.  JekyLl,  of  Wincanton,  for  im¬ 
provements  in  steam  or  vapour  baths, 
to  render  the  same  more  portable  and 
convenient  than  those  in  present  use. 
- — Nov.  9  th. 

R.  Roberts,  of  Manchester,  for  ma¬ 
chinery  or  implements  applicable  to 
the  process  of  weaving;  plain  fi¬ 
gured  cloths  or  fabrics,  which  may  be 
used  on,  and  in  conjunction  with, 
looms,  now  in  common  use ;  and  a/lso 
improvements  in  the  construction  of 
looms  for  weaving  plain  and  figured 
cloths  or  fabrics,  and  in  the  method  of 
working  looms  either  by  hand,  steam, 
or  other  power. — Nov.  14th. 

J.  Egg,  of  Piccadilly,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  construction  of  guns  and 
fire  arms,  upon  the  self-priming  and 
detonating  principle. — Nov.  26th. 

H.  Ibbotson,  of  Sheffield,  for  a  fender 
capable  of  being  extended  or  contract¬ 
ed  in  length,  so  as  to  fit  fire-places  of 
different  dimensions. — Nov.  28. 

J.  Dixon,  of  Wolverhampton,  for 
improvements  oil  cocks,  such  as  are 
used  for  drawing  off  liquids. — Nov. 
28th. 

J.  W oollams,  of  Wells,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  wheeled  carriages,  of  various 
descriptions,  to  counteract  the  falling, 
and  facilitate  the  labour,  of  animals 
attached  to  them ;  and  to  render  per¬ 
sons  and  property  in  and  near  them 
more  secure  from  injury. — Dec.  5th. 

W.  Hobson,  of  St.  Dunstan’s-hdl, 
for  a  method  to  prevent  or  protect 
against  fraudulent  practices  upon  bank¬ 
ers  checks,  bills  of  exchange,  and  va¬ 
rious  species  of  mercantile,  commer¬ 
cial,  and  other  correspondence.*— Dec. 
10  th. 

J.  Perkins,  late  of  Philadelphia,  but 
now  of  Fleet-street,  for  improvements 
in  steam-engines.  Communicated  to 
him  by  a  certain  foreigner  residing 
abroad — Dec.  10th. 

S.  Parker,  the  younger,  of  A  rgyle- 
street,  for  improvements  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  lamps. — Dec.  10th. 

J.  Nicholson,  of  Brook-street,  Lam¬ 
beth,  for  apparatus  for  the  more  con¬ 
veniently  applying  heat  to  certain  in¬ 
struments  of  domestic  use  — Dec. 
16th. 

J.  Dumbell,  of  Warrington,  for  im¬ 
provements  relative  to  carriages,  which 
may  be  applied  thereto,  or  in  improv¬ 


ing  of  the  organization,  driving,  ac¬ 
tuating,  accelerating,  or  moving,  of 
vehicles  and  carriages  in  general. — 
Dec.  16th. 

J.  Bainbridge,  of  Bread-street,  for 
improvements  on  rotatory  steam-en¬ 
gines.  Communicated  to  him  by 
Amos  Thayer,  jun.  of  Albany,  Ame¬ 
rica. — Dec  16  th. 

T.  B.  W.  Dudley,  of  Westminster, 
for  a  method  of  making  malleable  cast- 
metal  shoes  for  draft  and  riding-horses 
and  other  animals,  unon  a  new  and  im¬ 
proved  plan  or  principle. — Dec.  16th. 

W.  Bundy,  of  Fulham,  for  a  ma¬ 
chine  for  breaking,  cleaning,  and  pre¬ 
paring  flax,  hemp,  and  other  vegetable 
substances  containing  fibre.  —  Dec. 
16th. 

Matthias  Wilks,  of  Dartfoid,  for  a 
new  method  of  refining  oil  produced 
from  seed. — Dec.  20th. 

Sir  J.  Jelf,  of  Oaklans,  for  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  machinery  for  working  and 
ornamenting  marble  and  other  stone 
for  jambs,  mantles,  chimney-pieces, 
and  other  purposes — Dec.  20th. 

T.  Linley,  of  Sheffield,  for  a  method, 
different  from  any  that  has  hitherto 
been  invented  or  known,  of  increasing 
the  force  or  power  of  bellows. — Dec. 
20th. 

J.  I.  Hawkins  of  Penlonville,  and 
S.  Mordan,  of  Union-street,  for  im¬ 
provements  on  pencil-holders,  or  port 
crayons,  and  on  pens,  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitating  writing  and  drawing,  by 
rendering  the  frequent  cutting  or 
mending  the  points  or  nibs  unneces¬ 
sary. — Dec.  20th. 

W.  Pass,  of  Saint  Leonard,  Shore¬ 
ditch,  for  an  improvement  in  calcining 
and  smelting  of  various  descriptions  of 
ores. — Dec.  20th. 

G.  Richards,  of  Truro,  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  grates,  stoves,  furnaces,  and 
other  inventions,  for  the  consumption 
of  fuel,  and  in  the  dues  connected 
with  them,  whereby  they  are  rendered 
more  safe,  and  the  smoke  prevented 
from  returning  into  the  rooms  in  which 
they  are  placed ;  and  also,  for  an  im¬ 
proved  apparatus  for  cleansing  the 
same. — Dec.  26th. 

T.  Rogers,  of  Storer-street,  Bedford- 
square,  for  a  method  or  apparatus  for 
the  purpose  of  attaching  trowsers 
and  gaiters  to  boots  and  shoes. — Dec. 
26th. 
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A N TIQU I T  I  E  S 

AND 

MISCELLANEOUS  LITERATU  RE, 


O  UB  TERRANE  OUS  Antiqui - 
ties  in  Gallicia. — A  Mr.  John 
Chmielecki,  having  read  in  Kirch- 
ner’s  Annals  a  conjecture  that  the 
subterraneous  caves  and  passages  in 
Podolia  had  a  communication  with 
those  below  Kiow,  resolved  to  exa¬ 
mine  a  site  in  Czortkowy,  to  discover 
whether  there  were  any  traces  of  s  ub  - 
terraneous  caves  in  that  direction. 
A  cavity  in  the  alabaster  rocks, 
overgrown  with  grass  and  weeds, 
was  found  to  be  an  opening  made 
by  art,  which  had  however  been 
choked  up  with  earth  and  rubbish. 
When  the  workmen  had  cleared 
away  the  earth  before  the  entrance, 
a  mephitic  vapour  issued  from  the 
opening,  which  so  affected  them 
that  they  fell  senseless  on  the 
ground ;  but  on  being  removed 
into  a  purer  atmosphere,  they  soon 
recovered.  On  the  following  day, 
Mr.  Chmielecki  returned  with  the 
town-clerk  and  six  resolute  pea¬ 
sants,  provided  with  swords,  pis¬ 
tols,  torches,  and  candles,  and  de¬ 
scended  himself  into  the  cave, 
well  armed,  and  with  a  lighted 
torch  and  tinder-box.  Having 
hold  of  a  rope  of  three  hundred 
fatli90is;  he  crept  through  the 


narrow  entrance,  about  ten  yards 
long,  into  a  subterraneous  ex¬ 
cavation,  which  resembled  a  spa¬ 
cious  and  lofty  oval  hall,  hewn 
in  alabaster,  and  had  a  very  pleas¬ 
ing;  effect.  Here  he  rested  for 
some  time,  and  then  called  to  his 
companions,  who  were  waiting  at 
the  entrance,  and  who,  after  much 
persuasion,  followed  him.  On  fur¬ 
ther  examining  the  cave,  they  dis¬ 
covered  several  passages  of  various 
sizes  connected  with  each  other, 
all  curiously  hewn  out  in  alabaster, 
and  covering  a  large  extent.  But 
whether  these  passages  extended 
to  a  great  distance,  whether  they 
had  an  issue  on  the  surface  or  not, 
were  questions  which  they  could 
not  resolve,  as  they  had. got  to  the 
end  of  their  line,  and  would  not 
venture  to  proceed  without  a  clue. 
After  remaining  there  four  hours, 
they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  by 
the  pressure  of  the  long-confined 
air,  which  almost  extinguished 
their  torches  and  impeded  their 
breath.  The  results  of  their  exa¬ 
mination  werd  as  follows  : — All 
the  subterraneous  vaults  appear  to 
be  formed  partly  by  nature  and 
partly  by  art :  they  contain  several 
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halls,  or  rather  spacious  vaults, 
the  walls  and  roofs  of  which  are 
of  pure  alabaster.  They  commu¬ 
nicate  by  means  of  several  passages 
running  in  different  directions  and 
of  various  breadths,  some  of  them 
large  enough  for  a  coach  and 
horses  to  turn  in.  One  of  these 
caves  has  a  near  resemblance  to  a 
kitchen,  for  they  found  upon  the 
hearth,  raised  of  several  layers  of 
alabaster,  fragments  of  charcoal, 
and  remains  of  a  kind  of  wood 
(fresnia,  summer  cherry)  which  is 
not  a  native  of  the  country  near 
the  excavation.  In  some  placesthey 
discovered  human  skulls,  which 
crumbled  into  dust  on  being  touched. 

Papyri  of  Herculaneum .« — Sir 
H.  Davy’s  experiments  on  the  pa¬ 
pyri  have  closed  without  producing 
any  marked  result.  Iodine  and 
chlorine  separated  the  rolls  with¬ 
out  injuring  the  ink,  which  is  of 
charcoal,  on  which  these  agents 
have  no  action ;  but  the  papyrus 
itself,  containing  much  undecom¬ 
pounded  vegetable  matter,  baffled 
the  investigation.  Of  the  original 
1696  MSS.  431  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  experiment,  or  given  to 
foreign  governments,  by  the  king 
of  Naples:  about  100  of  those 
which  remain  appear  to  be  in  a 
state  to  encourage  the  expectation 
of  their  being  restored  even  by  the 
chemical  means  already  known.  In 
general,  the  writing  is  only  on  one 
side,  and  the  MSS.  are  rolled 
round  sticks,  like  the  webs  of  our 
silk  mercers.  The  stick  is  inva¬ 
riably  carbonized,  and  resembles  a 
bit  of  charcoal.  Sir  H.  D.  sug¬ 
gests,  from  the  nature  of  the  ink 
on  these  MSS.  and  the  silence  of 
Pliny,  that  up  to  this  period  the 
Romans  never  used  galls  and  iron 
as  a  writing-ink,  and  probably  that 
this  invention  was  contemporary 
with  the  use  of  parchment,  of 


which  the  earliest  MSS.  at  present 
known  are  the  Codices  Rescripti, 
discovered  at  Rome  and  Milan  by 
M.  Mai',  including  the  books  of 
Cicero  de  Republica,  supposed  to 
be  of  the  2nd  or  3rd  centuries. 

Devanagari  Types. — The  Prus¬ 
sian  university  of  Bonn  possesses  a 
complete  fount  of  type  in  the  De¬ 
vanagari  character;  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  mis-shapen  types  of 
the  Propaganda,  which  merely 
sufficed  for  short  specimens,  the 
first  that  have  been  employed  in 
printing  on  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope.  They  were  cast  from  the 
designs  and  under  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  that  eminent  oriental 
scholar,  professor  A.  W.  Von 
Schlegel.  The  matrices  were  cut 
by  Vibert  of  Paris,  who  has  been 
for  many  years  engaged  for  the 
office  of  Didot  sen.,  and  the  letter 
was  cast  there  with  great  care  by 
Lion.  Mr.  Schlegel  has  pursued 
the  method  adopted  by  Wilkins 
to  get  rid  of  the  lateral  and  vertical 
groups  of  letters;  but  what  he 
considers  as  a  new  invention  is  an 
arrangement,  by  which  the  vowel 
and  other  signs  above  and  below 
the  line  are  so  inserted,  that  each 
line  consists  of  only  one  connected 
series*  instead  of  forming  three,  as 
by  the  old  method.  Specimens  of 
these  new  types  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  periodical  work  in¬ 
tituled  “  Indische  Bibliothek,” 
published  by  Mr.  Schlegel. 

Moravians. — The  number  of 
mission  posts  belonging  to  the 
Herrnhuters,  or  Moravians,  is  31 ; 
over  which  3  31  persons  preside; 
viz.  three  in  the  island  of  St. 
Thomas ;  two  in  Santa  Cruz ; 
three  in  St.  John’s ;  two  in  Green¬ 
land  ;  three  in  South  America ; 
three  in  North  America ;  two  in 
Jamaica ;  three  in  Antigua ;  four 
in  Barbadoes ;  one  in  St.  Kitt’s : 
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two  in  Labrador ;  three  in  South 
Africa ;  eight  in  Russia  among 
the  Calmucs,  &c. — The  missions 
have  most  success  in  Greenland, 
in  the  West  Indies,  Antigua,  St. 
Kitt’s,  and  among  the  Hottentots 
in  Africa.  The  Calmucs  are  most 
opposed  to  the  preachers.  The 
regulation  of  the  whole  of  the 
missions  is  under  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  oldest  conference  of 
their  university,  which  consists  of 
ten  brothers. 

Canals  in  England  and  France. 
—The  number  of  navigable  canals 
in  the  United  Kingdom  is  103;  of 
which  97  are  formed  in  England 
alone,  not  including  those  of  which 
the  length  does  not  exceed  5  miles; 
five  in  Scotland ;  and  one  only  in 
Ireland.  The  total  extent  of  these 
canals  is  2682 J  miles  :  i.  e.  2471 
miles  of  English  canals,  149f 
miles  in  Scotland,  and  69^  miles 
in  the  Dublin  and  Shannon  canal. 
The  sum  expended  in  these  con¬ 
structions  is  estimated  at  more 
than  30,000,000/.  sterling ;  and, 
in  some  cases,  the  original  shares 
have  risen  in  a  few  years  to  fifteen 
and  even  twenty  times  their  ori¬ 
ginal  value.  In  the  lines  of  these 
canals,  forty-eight  subterraneous 
passages  occur,  the  entire  length 
of  which  is  not  accurately  known; 
but  forty  of  them,  whose  lengths 
are  stated,  give  a  total  develope- 
ment  of  57,051  yards,  or  more 
than  thirty-two  miles.  It  is  de¬ 
serving  of  remark,  that,  of  the 
total  length  of  the  English  canals, 
more  than  1400  miles  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  grand  navigable  line 
between  London  and  Liverpool, 
the  length  of  this  alone  being  264 
miles;  and  it  is  connected  in  its 
course  with  forty-five  others,  of 
which  the  united  extent  equals 
1150  miles.  Such  is  the  present 
state  of  the  English  navigable 


canals;  not  a  yard  of  which  existed 
before  the  year  1755.  Of  naviga¬ 
ble  canals  in  France,  the  number  is 
very  inconsiderable,  there  being 
only  six  of  the  first  order,  and 
about  twenty  of  inferior  dimen¬ 
sions.  These  six  are  the  canal  of 
Briare,  completed  in  1642  ;  that 
of  Languedoc,  in  1680  ;  that  of 
Orleans,  in  1 6‘92  ;  that  of  Lorgn, 
finished  in  1723;  the  Canal  du 
Centre,  in  1791  ;  and  that  of  St. 
Quentin,  in  1 8 10 :  the  total  length 
of  which  amounts  only  to  591 .,000 
metres,  or  378  English  miles.  The 
secondary  canals  have  a  total  length 
of  250  miles,  making  thus  toge¬ 
ther  only  628  miles  of  navigable 
canals,  in  a  territory  containing 
26,700  square  French  leagues; 
being  quadruple  the  surface  of 
England,  and  with  a  population 
nearly  three  times  as  great. 

Highland  Clans. — The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  all 
the  known  clans  of  Scotland,  with 
a  description  of  the  particular 
badges  of  distinction  anciently 
worn  by  each  clan  respectively, 
and  which  served  as  the  distin¬ 
guishing  marks  of  their  chiefs : — - 
Names.  Badges. 

Buchanan  Birch. 

Cameron  Oak. 

Campbell  Myrtle. 

Chisholm  Alder. 

Colquhoun  Hazle. 

Cu mining  Common  Sallow. 
Drummond  Holly. 

Farquh arson  Purple  Foxglove. 
Ferguson  Poplar. 

Forbes  Broom. 

Frazer  Yew. 

Gordon  Ivy. 

Graham  Laurel. 

Grant  Cranberry  Heath. 

Gunn  Rosewort. 

Lamont  Crab  Apple  Tree. 

Mf  Allis  ter  Five  Leaved  Heath. 
M'Donald  Bell  Heath. 
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Names. 

Badges. 

McDonnell 

Mountain  Heath. 

MLougall 

Cypress. 

MLarlane 

Cloud  Berry  Bush. 

McGregor 

Pine. 

MTntosh 

Boxwood. 

MLay 

Bull  Rush. 

MLenzie 

Deer  Grass. 

McKinnon 

St.  John’s  Wort. 

M ‘Lachlan 

Mountain  Ash. 

MLean 

Blackberry  Heath. 

MLeod 

Red  Wbrtle  Berries. 

M‘Nab 

Rose  Buck  Berries. 

MCNeil 

Sea  Ware. 

McPherson 

Variegated  Boxwood. 

MfQuarrie 

Black  Thorn. 

MTtae 

Fir  Club  Moss. 

Munro 

Eagle’s  Feathers. 

Menzies 

Ash. 

Murray 

Juniper. 

Ogilvie 

Hawthorn. 

Oliphant 

The  Great  Maple. 

Robertson 

Fern,  or  Brechins. 

Rose 

Brier  Rose. 

Ross 

Bear  Berries. 

Sinclair 

Clover. 

Stewart 

Thistle. 

Sutherland 

Cat’s  Tail  Grass. 

Education  in  France. — On  the 
1st  of  January,  1821,  there  were 
1,070,500  hoys  from  5  to  15  years 
of  age,  that  attended  the  primary 
schools  in  France;  there  were 
27 ,528  schools  under  the  care  of 
28,945  masters,  situated  in  24,124 
communes.  About  500,000  girls 
attended  the  public  schools.  From 
the  old  method  of  teaching,  and 
the  little  assiduity  of  the  pupils, 
two-thirds  of  the  people  of  F  ranee 
could  neither  read  nor  write. 

Fainting  in  France.  —  The 
French  exhibition  of  paintings 
this  year  contained  1715  articles, 
viz.  1372  paintings  of  all  sizes, 
landscapes,  portraits,  & c.  158  sta¬ 
tues,  busts,  and  bas-reliefs;  171 
engravings  and  designs;  14  plans 
and  architectural  models.  The 
minister  of  the  royal  household 


ordered  50  paintings,  12  statues'/ 
or  bas-reliefs,  and  3  engravings. 
The  duke  of  Orleans  2  ;  the  mi¬ 
nister  of  the  interior,  1 8  paintings, 
19  statues  or  busts,  and  2  models. 
The  prefect  of  the  Seine,  12  paint¬ 
ings  and  6  statues. 

Statistics  of  French  Literature . 
— The  following  details  of  the  pe¬ 
riodical  press  and  public  libraries 
of  France  afford  a  view  of  the 
state  of  literature  in  that  coun¬ 
try  : — ■ 

The  legislation  on  the  press  is 
founded  on  the  decree  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convention  of  July  19, 
1793  ;  on  the  decree  of  Napoleon 
of  1st  Germinal,  13  ;  5th  Febru¬ 
ary  and  14th  December,  1810; 
2nd  February,  and  21st  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1814;  on- the  laws  dated  the 
27th  of  March  and  8th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1819;  17th  of  May  and  9th 
of  June,  1819;  21st  of  March, 
1820;  and  on  the  enactments  of 
the  present  year. 

Public  Libraries  in  Paris. — - 

1.  The  Royal  library,  has  above 
700,000  printed  volumes,  and 
70,000  manuscripts. 

2.  The  library  of  Monsieur, 
150,000  printed  volumes,  and 
5,000  manuscripts. 

3.  Library  of  St.  Genevieve, 
110,000  printed  volumes,  and 
2,000  manuscripts. 

4.  The  Mazarine  Library,  92,000 
printed  volumes,  and  3,000  ma¬ 
nuscripts. 

5.  Library  of  the  "city  of  Paris, 
20,000  volumes. 

All  these  are  daily  open  to  the 
public. 

Besides  these,  there  are  in  Paris, 
and  the  departments,  the  follow¬ 
ing  libraries  to  which  access  may 
be  obtained ;  the  principal  of  which 
are — the  private  libraries  of  the 
king  in  the  Tuilleries,  Fontaine¬ 
bleau,  St.  Cloud,  Trianon,  and 
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Rambouillet ;  the  library  of  the 
Legislative  Body ;  of  the  Council 
of  State  (30,000  vols.)  ;  of  the  In¬ 
stitute;  of  the  Invalids  (20,000 
vols.)  ;  of  the  court  of  Cassation, 
formerly  the  library  of  the  Advo¬ 
cates  and  Polytechnic  sliool. 

Under  the  minister  of  the  royal 
household  are  10  libraries  ;  of  the 
interior,  22;  of  war,  12;  of  justice, 
5 ;  of  foreign  affairs,  1 ;  of  the 
marine,  6  ;  of  finance,  2. 

The  Chambers  of  the  Peers  and 
the  Deputies  have  each  a  library  ; 
that  of  the  latter  contains  30,000 
vols. 

Among  the  printing-offices,  the 
Imprimerie  Royale  claims  the  first 
place,  on  account  of  its  extent  and 
admirable  arrangement.  It  prints 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Institute,  and 
all  other  works  which  the  king 
causes  to  be  published,  as  a  recom¬ 
pense  or  encouragement  gratis. 

There  are  at  Paris  79  printing 
offices,  18  lithographic  presses,  38 
letter-founders,  6l  6  booksellers,  84 
dealers  in  second-hand  books,  201 
bookbinders,  l6  book-stitchers,  2 
book  repairers,  390  copperplate 
engravers,  11  wood-cutters,  17  map 
engravers,  17  form-cutters,  17  die 
engravers,  9  music  engravers,  127 
copperplate  presses,  1 40  print- 
sellers,  1 1  mapsellers,  50  music- 
sellers,  43  wholesale  stationers,  9 
pasteboard  manufacturers,  6  stained 
paper  manufacturers,  4  parchment 
manufacturers,  6  manufacturers  of 
printers’  ink,  4  pressmakers,  2 
joiners  for  presses,  3  dealers  in 
printing  materials. 

Daily  and  other  periodical  pub¬ 
lications. — Political  journals  (14) 
— Moniteur,  Gazette  de  France, 
Journal  de  Paris,  Constitutionnel, 
Journal  des  Debats,  Courier  Fran- 
cais,  Quotidienne,  Journal  de  Com¬ 
merce,  Drapeau  Blanc,  L’Etoile 
du  Soir,  Regulateur. 

Vol.  LX IV, 


Advertisers,  4. 

Half  periodical  works,  10.— 
L’Ami  de  la  Religion,  Le  Defen- 
seur,  Lettres  Champenoises,  Let- 
tres  Normandes,  L’lntrepide, 
L’Observateur,  L’Organisateur, 
Le  Parachute  Monarchique,  Le 
Pilote  Europeen,  O  Contemporaneo, 

Religious  journals  (3) — Chro- 
nique  Relig. ;  Archives  de  Chris- 
tianisme  au  19  Siecle ;  Annales 
Protestantes. 

Scientific  journals  (9). — Annaes 
das  Sciencias,  das  Artes,  e  das 
Letras ;  Annales  de  Chimie  et  de 
Physique;  Annales  des  Mines; 
Annales  Encyclopediques;  Annales 
Francaises  des  Sciences  et  des 
Arts;  Bibliotheque  Physico-Eco- 
nomique;  Bulletin  des  Sciences; 
Journal  de  Physique,  de  Chimie, 
d’Histoire  Naturelle,  et  des  Arts; 
Journal  des  Savans. 

Literary  journals  (15). — Biblio- 
graphie  de  la  France  ;  Annales  de 
fa  Litterature  et  des  Arts ;  Ar¬ 
chives  de  la  Litterature  et  des 
Arts  ;  Conservateur  Litteraire ; 
Courier  des  Spectacles,  de  la  Litte¬ 
rature  et  des  Modes;  Galignani’s 
Repertory  of  English  Literature  ; 
Hermes  Classique ;  Journal  Gene¬ 
ral  de  la  Litterature  de  la  France  ; 
Ditto  de  la  Litterature  Etrangere; 
Journal  des  Theatres,  de  la  Litte¬ 
rature,  et  des  Arts ;  le  Lycee  Fran¬ 
cois  ;  le  Mercure  Royal ;  la  Mi- 
nerve  Litteraire ;  Revue  Encyclo- 
pedique ;  Tablettes  Universelles. 

Journals  relating  to  law  and 
jurisprudence,  22. 

Medical  j  ournals,  1 4. 

Journals  for  arts  and  professions 
(12) — among  which  are,  Annales 
du  Musee  et  de  l’Ecole  des  Beaux 
Arts;  Memoires  du  Museum 
d’Histoire  Naturelle. 

Military  Journals  (2).— Journal 
Militaire  Official ;  Archives  Fran¬ 
caises. 
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Journals  for  Education  (2)* — 
Journal  d’Education;  un  Quart 
d’Heure  de  Lecture;  Journal  fie 
Ville  et  de  Campagne. 

Geographical  Journals  (2).  - — 
Annales  (Nouvelles)  des  Voyages, 
de  la  Geographic,  et  de  1’Histoire; 
Journal  des  Voyages,  Decouvertes, 
et  Navigations  Modernes. 

Journals  of  Fashions  (2). — 
Journal  des  Dames  et  des  Modes ; 
rObservateur  des  Modes. 

In  the  departments  there  are 
public  libraries,  25,  with  above 
1,700,000  vols. ;  of  which  Troyes 
has  50,000 ;  Aix,  72,670;  Mar¬ 
seilles,  31,500;  Dijon,  36,000 ; 
Besanc^on,  53,000;  Toulouse,30,00Q 
and  20,000;  Bordeaux,  105,000; 
Tours,  30,000;  Grenoble,  42,000; 
Arras,  34,000;  Strasburg,  51,000; 
Colmar,  30,000 ;  Lyons,  106,000; 
Le  Mans,  41,000 ;  Versailles, 
40,000;  Amiens,  40,000;  613 

printing  offices;  26  lithographic 
printing  offices ;  5  letter-foun¬ 

dries;  1,025  booksellers;  192 
paper  manufactories. 

School  of  Industry  at  Home!  in 
Russia. — The  establishment  of 
this  institution,  for  the  ignorant 
and  destitute  children  of  the  pea¬ 
santry  at  Homel,  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Mogiloff,  was  one  of  those 
experiments  which  are  considered 
as  merely  visionary  schemes,  until 
experience  has  placed  their  practi¬ 
cability  beyond  a  doubt. 

On  the  first  introduction  of  the 
British  system  of  education  into 
Russia,  Mr.  Heard,  an  intelligent 
schoolmaster,  was  sent  out  from 
England ;  but  arriving  at  Homel,* 
the  estate  of  count  Romanzoff, 
where  the  first  school  was  to  be 
established,  an  unforeseen  obstacle 


*  There  are  17.000  male  peasants 
on  this  estate,  one  town,  and  between 
80  and  90  villages. 


presented  itself :  not  more  than  30 
or  40  boys  could  be  collected  in 
one  village,  and  the  villages  were 
so  distant  from  each  other,  as  en¬ 
tirely  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
the  children  of  one  village  attend¬ 
ing  the  school  of  another.  Count 
Romanzoff  being  informed,  that 
the  advantages  of  the  new  system 
would  not  be  conspicuous  in  a 
school  of  40  boys,  and  that  200 
would  be  necessary  to  display  it  to 
advantage,  was  quite  at  a  loss  how 
they  were  to  be  collected ;  and 
this  circumstance  seemed  for  a 
while  to  be-cloud  Mr.  Heard’s  pros¬ 
pects  of  success.  Having,  in  his 
journies  through  the  different  vil¬ 
lages  of  the  count’s  estate,  ob¬ 
served  a  number  of  children 
miserably  ragged  and  dirty,  beg¬ 
ging  from  door  to  door,  and  being 
informed  that  they  were  orphans 
who  had  no  means  of  support  but 
by  soliciting  charity,  he  conceived 
the  benevolent  plan  of  rescuing 
these  poor  little  creatures  from 
misery,  ignorance,  and  vice,  by  the 
establishment  of  a  school  of  in¬ 
dustry,  in  which  they  might,  by 
their  own  labour,  contribute  some¬ 
thing  towards  their  support.  This 
plan  was  objected  to  by  many,  as 
being  impracticable  :  the  chief  ob¬ 
jection  urged  was,  that  the  chil¬ 
dren,  being  accustomed  to  a  life  of 
vagrant  idleness,  could  never  be 
brought  to  contribute,  in  any 
material  degree,  towards  their  own 
support.  But,  fortunately,  the 
two  principal  persons  of  the  place 
were  of  a  different  opinion ;  and 
upon  a  proper  statement  being 
made  to  count  Romanzoff  and 
general  Derabin,*  it  was  resolved 


*  General  Derabin,  a  gentleman  of 
eminent  talents  and  liberal  senti¬ 
ments,  had  the  entire  management  of 
the  estate,  the  count  being  too  infirm 
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to  erect  a  large  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  boys ;  and 
to  enclose  a  considerable  piece  of 
land  for  a  kitchen  garden,  in  which 
they  were  to  labour  during  the 
summer  season.  The  erection  of 
the  building  necessarily  occupied  a 
considerable  time,  but  the  count 
granted  Mr.  Heard  the  use  of  the 
right  wing  of  his  own  house,  and 
he  soon  collected  50  boys  from  the 
villages ;  the  barbarous  rudeness  of 
their  manners  corresponded  with 
their  miserable  appearance ;  the 
generality  of  them  had  long  filthy 
hair,  swarming  with  vermin ; 
dirty  faces,  and  tattered  garments 
which  scarcely  covered  their 
nakedness ;  no  shoes,  no  stockings ; 
their  looks  were  expressive  of 
hunger  and  misery.  Such  were 
they,  and  such  would  they  have 
continued  to  be  :  accustomed  to  a 
wandering,  idle,  vicious  life,  and 
quite  unfit  to  fill  any  useful  sta¬ 
tion,  they  would  have  turned  out 
pests  to  society,  had  they  not  thus 
been  rescued  from  the  abyss  of 
misery  by  the  benevolence  of  their 
noble  master,  who  raised  these 
miserable  orphans  to  habits  of  in¬ 
dustry,  virtue,  and  happiness- 
About  a  fortnight  afterwards  they 
were  all  neatly  clothed,  and  on  the 
9th  of  December,  1818,  the  school 
was  publicly  opened,  and  conse¬ 
crated  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
Greek  church.  The  ragged  little 
beggars  were  now  metamorphosed 
into  clean  orderly  scholars,  who 
seemed  to  pride  themselves  not  a 
little  in  their  improved  appearance. 
They  had  all  by  this  time  learned 
the  alphabet,  and  some  to  write 
upon  slates,  and  they  performed 
the  evolutions  of  the  system  to  the 


to  take  an  active  part.  The  general 
had  been  in  England,  and  spoke  Eng¬ 
lish  well. 


admiration  of  the  spectators,  who 
began  to  be  convinced  that  pea¬ 
sants,  though  slaves,  are  human 
beings.  Mr.  Heard’s  chief  object 
in  taking  these  50  boys  under  in¬ 
struction  before  the  school-room 
was  built,  was  to  prepare  them  to 
act  as  monitors,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  learned  was  truly 
astonishing.  Their  excessive  na¬ 
tural  stupidity  had  been  urged  as 
a  reason  for  not  attempting  to  in¬ 
struct  them  ;  but  it  now  appeared 
that  human  nature  is  the  same  in 
every  country  and  in  all  classes, 
and  that  the  difference  which  we 
observe  between  the  highly  polish¬ 
ed  inhabitants  of  France,  England, 
and  other  countries  of  Europe,  and 
the  barbarian,  arises  principally 
from  education,  habit,  and  ex¬ 
ample.  Order  was  soon  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  new  institution,  and 
the  children  arranged  into  different 
classes  of  labour,  according  to  their 
age  and  strength :  the  eldest  of 
the  boys  were  appointed  to  be 
carpenters,  shoemakers,  or  smiths, 
according  to  their  own  choice, 
while  some  of  the  younger  and 
more  feeble  were  employed  in 
splitting  the  bark  of  the  linden 
tree,  others  in  platting  it  into 
shoes ;  some  platting  straw  for 
hats,  others  preparing  willows  for 
making  baskets,  and  some  had 
learned  to  make  fishing-nets.  The 
hour  of  assembling  in  school  during 
the  summe”  was  seven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  they  came  out  again  at 
ten  ;  three  hours  in  the  day  being 
amply  sufficient  to  teach  them 
reading,  writing,  and  the  four  first 
rules  of  arithmetic,  in  two  years  : 
from  ten  to  eleven,  they  were 
allowed  to  play;  at  eleven,  the 
dinner-hell  rung,  and  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  two  and  two  to  the  dining¬ 
room,  where  grace  was  distinctly 
pronounced  by  the  monitor  of  the 
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day,  whose  duty  it  was  to  read  to 
his  companions,  while  eating  their 
dinners,  a  portion  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  At  twelve  o’clock, 
they  arranged  themselves  in  classes, 
according  to  their  employment,  and 
proceeded  to  their  different  masters 
to  work,  from  which  they  gene¬ 
rally  returned  about  eight  in  the 
evening  ;  at  nine  they  supped,  and 
immediately  after  supper,  their 
names  were  called  over  by  the 
monitor-general,  and  those  absent 
marked  down  for  inquiry  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day.  This  being  done,  and 
the  Evening  Hymn  sung  by  them, 
they  retired  to  rest.  Eight  months 
after  the  opening  of  the  school, 
more  than  6 0  children  went  in 
procession  to  their  benefactor, 
count  Romanzoff,  dressed  in  clothes 
and  shoes  of  their  own  making. 
His  excellency  on  this  occasion 
ordered  them  a  better  dinner  than 
usual,  and  promised  to  partake  of 
it  with  them ;  which  promise  he 
fulfilled,  to  the  inexpressible  plea¬ 
sure  of  the  poor  children.  From 
this  time  the  institution  continued 
to  prosper,  and  even  those  who 
had  opposed,  joined  in  praising  it : 
the  children  made  rapid  progress, 
both  in  learning  and  their  trades. 


and  became  cheerful,  obliging,  and 
industrious. 

A  strict  observance  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  was  not  forgotten  in  the  insti¬ 
tution,  and  that  part  of  the  day 
not  spent  in  church  was  appro¬ 
priated  to  reading  extracts  from 
the  Holy  Scriptures. 

By  means  of  the  school  at 
Homel,  the  British  system  of  edu¬ 
cation  spread  to  Poland,  where 
hitherto  the  strongest  prejudices 
had  existed  against  instructing  the 
peasantry.  Mr.  Radovitch,  a 
young  man  of  an  amiable  disposi¬ 
tion,  was  sent  by  the  University  of 
Vilno  to  study  the  system,  which 
he  did  with  the  greatest  assiduity  ; 
and  soon  after  his  return,  three 
schools  were  established  for  the 
poor  upon  this  plan ;  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  last  accounts  from 
thence,  they  were  actively  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  establishment  of 
more. 

In  April,  1821,  the  school  at 
Homel  being  completely  establish¬ 
ed,  and  a  plan  laid  down  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  means  of  instruction  to 
all  the  villages  of  the  count’s 
estate,  Mr.  Heard  left  home  to  re¬ 
turn  to  England. 


P  O  E  T  R  Y. 


SAPP  H  O. 

From  C roly’s  Antique  Gems , 


LOOK  on  this  brow ! — -the  laurel  wreath 
Beam’d  on  it,  like  a  wreath  of  fire ; 

For  passion  gave  the  living  breath. 

That  shook  the  chords  of  Sappho’s  lyre  l 

Look  on  this  brow  ! — the  lowest  slave,. 

The  veriest  wretch  of  want  and  care. 

Might  shudder  at  the  lot  that  gave 
Her  genius,  glory,  and  despair. 

For  from  these  lips  were  utter’d  sighs. 

That,  more  than  fever,  scorch’d  the  frame  ; 

And  tears  were  rain’d  from  these  bright  eyes. 
That,  from  the  heart,  like  life-blood,  came. 

She  loved — she  felt  the  lightning-gleam. 
That  keenest  strikes  the  loftiest  mind 

Life  quenched  in  one  extatic  dream. 

The  world  a  waste  before — behind. 

And  she  had  hope-— the  treacherous  hope. 
The  last,  deep  poison  of  the  bowl. 

That  makes  us  drain  it,  drop  by  drop. 

Nor  lose  one  misery  of  soul. 

Then  all  gave  way — mind,  passion,  pride  ! 
She  cast  one  weeping  glance  above. 

And  buried  in  her  bed,  the  tide. 

The  whole  concenter’d  strife  of  Love. 
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THE  GENIUS  OF  DEATH. 

From  the  /Same. 

Witat  is  Death  ?  ’Tis  to  be  free  ! 

No  more  to  love,  or  hope,  or  fear — 
To  join  the  great  equality : 

All  alike  are  humbled  there  ! 

The  mighty  grave 
Wraps  lord  and  slave  ; 

Nor  pride  nor  poverty  dares  come 
Within  that  refuge-house,  the  tomb  ! 

Spirit  with  the  drooping  wing. 

And  the  ever-weeping  eye. 

Thou  of  all  earth's  kings  art  king ! 
Empires  at  thy  footstool  lie  l 
Beneath  thee  strew'd 
Their  multitude 

Sink,  like  waves  upon  the  shore  ? 
Storms  shall  never  rouse  them  more 

What's  the  grandeur  of  the  earth 
To  the  grandeur  round  thy  throne  ? 
Riches,  glory,  beauty,  birth. 

To  thy  kingdom  all  have  gone. 

Before  thee  stand 
The  wond'rous  band ; 

Bards,  heroes,  sages,  side  by  side. 

Who  darken'd  nations  when  they  died  ! 

Earth  has  hosts ;  but  thou  canst  show 
Many  a  million  for  her  one ; 

Through  thy  gates  the  mortal  How 
Has  for  countless  years  roll’d  on : 
Back  from  the  tomb 
No  step  has  come  ; 

There  fix’d,  till  the  last  thunder’s  sound 
Shall  bid  thy  prisoners  be  unbound  ! 
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TO  THE  CLOUDS. 

From  Bernard  Barton. 

Ye  glorious  pageants  !  hung  in  air 
To  greet  our  raptur’d  view  ; 

What  in  creation  can  compare. 

For  loveliness,  with  you  ? 

This  earth  is  beautiful,  indeed. 

And  in  itself  appeals 
To  eyes  that  have  been  taught  to  read 
The  beauties  it  reveals. 

Its  giant  mountains,  which  ascend 
To  your  exalted  sphere. 

And  seem,  at  times,  with  you  to  blend 
In  majesty  austere ; 

Its  lovely  valleys,  forests  vast ; 

Its  rivers,  lakes,  and  seas ; 

With  every  glance  upon  them  cast. 

The  sight,  the  sense  must  please. 

A  purer,  more  abstracted  joy 
It  gives  to  gaze  on  you  ; 

And  feel  what  gladden’d  once  the  boy. 

Is  sweet  to  manhood’s  view. 

What  can  there  be  on  sea,  or  earth. 
Though  charms  in  each  abound. 

Which  you  can  fail  to  shadow  forth, 

With  added  beauties  crown’d  ? 

When  through  the  eastern  gates  of  heaven 
The  sun’s  first  glories  shine  ; 

Or  when  his  softest  beams  are  given 
To  gild  the  day’s  decline ! 

All  glorious  as  that  orb  appears. 

His  radiance  still  would  lose 
Each  gentle  charm,  that  most  endears. 
Without  your  soft’ning  hues. 

When  these  with  his  refulgent  rays 
Harmoniously  unite, 

Who  on  your  splendid  pomp  can  gaze, 

Nor  feel  a  hush’d  delight  ? 
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Tis  then*  if  to  the  raptur’d  eye 
Her  aid  the  fancy  brings* 

In  you  our  vision  can  descry 
Unutterable  things ! 

Not  merely  mountains*  cliffs*  and  caves* 
Domes*  battlements*  and  towers* 

’I  orrents  of  light*  that  fling  their  waves 
O’er  coral  rocks*  and  bowers  ; 

Not  only  what  to  man  is  known 
In  nature*  or  in  art  ; 

But  objects  which  on  earth  can  own 
No  seeming  counterpart. 

As  onoe  the  Seer  in  Patmos  saw 
Heaven’s  opening  door  reveal’d* 

And  scenes  inspiring  love  and  awe 
To  his  rapt  sight  unseal’d. 

So*  in  a  faint  and  low  degree* 

Through  your  unfoldings  bright. 

Phantoms  of  glory  yet  to  be 
Dawn  on  the  wond’ring  sight. 

!  I 

Not  even  thought*  and  oh  !  much  less 
The  loftiest  flights  of  verse* 

Can  paint  the  power  ye  then  possess 
Unworldly  views  to  nurse. 

It  seems  as  if  no  dark  eclipse 
By  earth  were  interpos’d ; 

But  visions  of  the  Apocalypse 
Before  us  were  disclos’d. 

Nor  are  they  false*  deceitful  dreams* 

Which  wisdom  should  suppress ; 

When  dimm’d  their  most  delightful  gleams* 
Their  memory  still  can  bless. 

The  warm  emotion  they  inspir’d 
In  fond  remembrance  lives  ; 

As  evening’s  sky*  by  you  attir’d* 

Its  lingering  lustre  gives. 

And  it  remains  to  be  the  part 
Of  wisdom— -virtue  too* 

To  seize  on  all  which  in  the  heart 
Such  feelings  can  renew ; 
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On  all  that  for  a  season  lifts 

From  “  Earth’s  contracted  span” 

Our  eyes,  and  thoughts— and  offers  gifts 
Of  noblest  powers  to  man. 

d  he  thousand  cares  that  cumber  life 
Write  wrinkles  on  the  brow ; 

Yet  these,  with  all  their  noise  and  strife. 
Are  things  to  which  we  bow. 

We  call  them  useful — so  they  are. 

If  man  their  use  would  learn  ; 

And  then  from  you,  more  glorious  far. 

As  idle  shadows  turn. 

But  if  ye  lead  our  thoughts  to  Him 
Whose  spirit  space  pervades. 

Then  are  ye,  whether  bright  or  dim. 
More  than  aerial  shades. 

I  would  not  under-rate  the  boon 
The  Gospel  has  proclaim’d  ; 

Nor  give  to  clouds,  winds,  sun,  or  moon. 
His  right  who  all  has  fram’d. 

But  viewing  these  as  meant  to  feed 
Devotion’s  lieaven-ward  flame. 

His  power  and  love,  for  whom  they  plead, 
I  dare  not  but  proclaim. 

Better,  far  better,  not  to  be. 

Than — being — to  resign 

The  faith  that  all  we  feel  and  see 
Betokens  Power  Divine. 

And  rather  than  forego  the  thought. 

The  feeling,  ye  supply. 

As  silently  ye  sail  athwart 
The  blue,  o’er-arching  sky— 

Be  mine  the  faith  the  Indian  finds. 

Whom  nature’s  night  enshrouds, 

Who  yet  can  hear  a  God  in  winds, 

And  see  Him  in  the  clouds! 
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THE  SPECTRE  BOAT. 

A  Ballad. 


By  T.  Campbell. 

Light  rued  false  Ferdinand.,  to  leave  a  lovely  maid  forlorn, 

Who  broke  her  heart  and  died  to  hide  her  blushing  cheek  from  scorn. 
One  night  he  dreamt  he  woo’d  her  in  their  wonted  bower  of  love. 
Where  the  flowers  sprang  thick  around  them,  and  the  birds  sang  sweet 
above. 

But  the  scene  was  swiftly  changed  into  a  church-yard’s  dismal  view. 
And  her  lips  grew  black  beneath  his  kiss  from  love’s  delicious  hue. 
What  more  he  dreamt,  he  told  to  none ;  but,  shuddering,  pale,  and  dumb. 
Look’d  out  upon  the  waves,  like  one  that  knew  his  hour  was  come, 

’Twas  now  the  dead  watch  of  the  night-— the  helm  was  lash’d  a-lee. 
And  the  ship  rode  where  Mount  iEtna  lights  the  deep  Levantine  sea ; 
When  beneath  its  glare  a  boat  came,  row’d  by  a  woman  in  her  shroud. 
Who,  with  eyes  that  made  our  blood  run  cold,  stood  up  and  spoke 
aloud. 

Come,  Traitor,  down,  for  whom  my  ghost  still  wanders  unforgiven ! 
Come  down,  false  Ferdinand,  for  whom  I  broke  my  peace  with 
Heaven  !— 

It  was  vain  to  hold  the  victim,  for  he  plung’d  to  meet  her  call 
Like  the  bird  that  shrieks  and  flutters  in  the  gazing  serpent’s  thrall. 

You  may  guess,  the  boldest  mariner  shrunk  daunted  from  the  sight. 

For  the  spectre  and  her  winding-sheet  shone  blue  with  hideous  light ; 
Like  a  fiery  wheel  the  boat  spun  with  the  waving  of  her  hand. 

And  round  they  went,  and  down  they  went,  as  the  cock  crew  from  the 
land. 
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[N.  B.  The  figures  within  crotchets  refer  to  the  pages  of  Ihe  History  ;  the  other  to 
those  of  the  Chronicle,  Appendix  to  ditto,  and  Extracts.] 


Abduction,  fraudulent,  181. 

Abercroinby,  Mr.,  his  motion  for  inquir¬ 
ing  into  the  conduct  of  the  law  officers 
of  Scotland,  [92], 

Abbruzzo,  banditti  in,  162. 

Accidents  :  at  Leeds,  41 ;  South  London 
gas  manufactory,  49  ;  from  the  use  of 
stramonium,  51 ;  Mr.  Briggs  and  Mr. 
Knowles,  killed  by  falling  in  a  chaise 
from  a  cliff,  69 ;  fall  of  two  houses  in 
Budge-Row,  78. 

Acts  of  Parliament,  328  ;  local  ditto, 
334. 

Administration,  changes  in,  [6]. 

Admiralty,  high  court  of — see  Courts. 

Advertisement,  respecting  prince  Hohen- 
lohe,  3  ;  for  a  wife,  167. 

Aeronaut,  intrepidity  of  one,  171. 

Africa,  slave  trade  in,  515. 

African  Institution,  proposed  aid  to  [24.] 
report  on,  515. 

Agriculture,  distress,  [1];  proposed  aid 
to,  &c.  [24]  ;  [98] ;  Mr.  Brougham’s 
motion  for  relieving,  [98];  first  report 
on,  438 ;  second  ditto,  444  ;  use  of 
the  trifolium  incarnatum,  688  ;  agri¬ 
cultural  distress  in  the  Netherlands, 
[222]. 

Aikin,  Dr.,  death  of,  300. 

Aleppo,  earthquake  at,  151. 

Alexander,  emperor,  anecdotes  of  642. 

Algiers:  claims  on  Spain,  107;  quitted 
by  the  Spanish  consul,  107  ;  quarrel 
with  the  American  consul,  228. 

Ali  Pasha,  death  cf,  [271]. 

Alien-Act,  debates  on,  j  1 65J  ;  operation 
of,  115  ;  conviction  under,  188. 

Aliens,  87. 

Ambassadors,  envoys,  &c.  at  foreign 
courts  in  1791  and  1821,  54. 

America:  piracies  in  South  America, 
[165];  commercial  intercourse  with 
South  America  attempted  by  Germany, 
[225] ;  relations  between  Spain  and 
South  America,  [233]  ;  American  and 
British  boundaries,  104  ;  boundary  line 
of  Upper  Canada,  141  ;  representation 
in  congress,  166;  claims  of  Russia 
to  certain  rights  on  N»YV.  coast,  576; 
report  on  British  and  American  boiyi- 
dary’s,  587  ;  capt,  Franklin’s  survey 
of  the  North  coast,  681  ;  encroachment 


of  the  sea,  682  ;  botany  of  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  690  ; — see  also  Brazil,  Canton , 
Columbia,  Mexico,  and  United  States. 
Amherst,  lord,  appointed  governor-gene¬ 
ral  for  India,  [184J. 

Amsterdam,  fire  at  the  Lutheran  church, 
176. 

Anecdotes  :  Buonaparte,  629,  632  ;  Jose¬ 
phine,  633 ;  Maria  Louisa,  654 ; 
Queen  of  Prussia,  641  ;  emperor  of 
Russia,  642. 

Antiquities  in  Egypt,  at  Djebel  el  Berkel 
and  Belial,  660 ;  at  Soleb,  664 ;  in 
Galicia,  701. 

Apple-trees,  management  of,  688. 
Ardfinnan,  outrage,  at,  11. 

Armagh,  death  of  archbishop  of,  279. 
Artificers,  attempt  to  entioe  from  the  king¬ 
dom,  163. 

Asparagus,  method  of  forcing,  688. 
Assizes:  Chelmsford;  W.  Richardson, 
poisoning  Sus.  Hairs,  47. 

Cork;  Connors,  &c.  rape,  67. 
Devonshire;  Phillip  Chappell,  murder, 
57. 

Dorsetshire ;  Nepean,  r.  Budden,  51. 
Maidstone;  J.  Haywood  shooting  his 
wife,  55. 

Middlesex  Sessions;  Cook,  Harrison, 
and  Connel,  conspiracy,  176 ;  J. 
Pearson,  rape,  234. 

Lancaster;  Martha  Milns,  maiming 
her  husband,  150  ;  Richard  Heys, 
burglary,  152  ;  Redford,  v.  Birlcy, 
&c.,  Manchester  outrage,  353. 
Leicester;  W.  Barnett,  poisoning  his 
wife,  62. 

Limerick ;  Doody,  Cussen,  Leahy, 
&c.  abduction  of  Miss  Goold,  250. 
Oxf  brd ;  Thomas  v.  Jones,  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage,  159. 

Somerset;  Bridle,  keeper  of  Ilchesler 
gaol,  cruelty,  1. 

Athol,  duke  of,  dispute  with  the  house  of 
Keys,  Isle  of  Man,  1 34. 

Atwood,  Mr.,  his  speech  on  the  currency 
question,  [114]. 

Austria  j  dispatch  to  the  oharg6  d'affaires 
at  Madrid,  569. 

Aleutian  Islands,  volcano  in,  683. 
Aylesbury  gaol,  escape  of  horse-slealer* 
from,  170. 
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Babbage,  Mr.,  bis  application  of  ma¬ 
chinery  to  printing,  69 L 

Bahia,  transactions  at,  [264], 

Banditti  in  Abruzzo,  162. 

Bank-notes,  amount  of,  [1 16],  1,  110. 

Bankrupt  laws,  alterations  in,  [88]* 

Bantry,  outrages  at,  [9],  14. 

Basire,  James,  engraver,  death  of,  280. 

Battles,  rnilitaty  records  of,  161. 

Beacon,  newspaper,  [92]. 

Belzoni,  Mr.,  taken  into  custody  at  the 
Opera-house,  97. 

Bcranger  and  Baudoin,  trial  of,  46. 

Berthollet,  count,  death  of,  305. 

Berthon,  conspiracy  of,  [204]  ;  trial, 
[207]  ;  account  of,  ibid,  note ;  execu¬ 
tion  of,  190. 

Bertrand,  general,  his  arrival  in  Chateau- 
roux,  48. 

Bills  of  mortality,  546. 

Blood,  experiments  respecting,  677. 

Board  of  control,  inquiry  into,  [143]. 

Bolivar,  Quito  surrenders  to,  [283]. 

Bompland,  M.,  his  researches  in  South 
America,  690. 

Bologna,  storm  at,  87. 

Bories,  &c.  conspiracy,  [212]  ;  trial, 
[213]  ;  execution  of,  182. 

Borthwick,  W.,  editor  of  the  Clydesdale 
Journal,  case  of,  [92], 

Boswell,  James,  death  of,  271. 

- — - ,  Sir  A.,  duel  with  Mr.  Stuart, 

and  death,  62;  277. 

Botany  of  South  America,  690. 

Buonaparte,  M.  Lafilte’s  litigation  with 
his  executors,  38 ;  anecdotes  of  his 
early  years,  629  ;  of  his  private  life, 
and  of  Josephine,  632 ;  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  troops  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  658  ;  interview  with  the 
queen  of  Prussia,  641. 

Bowring,  Mr.,  detention  of,  in  France, 
[216],  191. 

Bow-  street — see  Police. 

Brachmann,  Louise,  death  of,  186. 

Brazil :  relations  with  Portugal,  [257] ; 
the  prince  regent  ordered  to  return  to 
Europe,  [258];  he  determines  to  re¬ 
main,  [258]  ;  opposition  of  the  Portu¬ 
guese  troops,  [259]  ;  which  are  sent 
to  Europe,  [260]  ;  council  of  Re¬ 
presentatives  created,  [260]  ;  title  as¬ 
sumed  by  the  prince,  [261]  ;  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Brazilian  sovereignty  [262]  ; 
the  prince  declared  emperor,  [263] ; 
transactions  at  Bahia,  [263]  ;  ad¬ 
herence  of  Monte  Video  to  Portugal, 
[263]  ;  Manifesto  of  the  prince  regent, 
599  ;  ditto  to  friendly  governments. 
607. 

Brougham,  Mr.,  opposes  (he  suspen¬ 
sion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  in  Ire¬ 


land,  [24];  motion  on  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  [79]  ;  ditto  for  relief  of 
agricultural  distress,  [98], 

Budget,  [148]  ;  French,  [188]  ;  [197]  ; 
Spanish,  [236]. 

Burdett,  sir  F.  amendment  on  the  address 
on  the  king’s  speech,  [18]. 

Byron,  lord,  his  Cain,  27  ;  affray  at  Pisa, 
60. 

Cadiz,  plot  at,  [245]. 

Caffe,  conspiracy  with  Berlon,  [204]; 
death,  [207],  >  U  J . 

Caledonian  canal,  215. 

Cambridge  election,  227. 

- duchess  of,  delivery  of,  128. 

Canadas,  bill  for  the  union  of  the,  [174] 
boundary  settled,  [281]  ;  boundary 
line  of  Upper,  141. 

Canals  ih  England  and  France,  703. 

Canning,  Mr.,  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Catholic  peers  into  parliameut,  [56]  ; 
speech  on  parliamentary  reform,  [72J  ; 
qualifications  as  a  minister,  [183]. 

Canova,  inscriptions  to  his  memory,  198; 
death,  297. 

Canton,  affray  at,  between  the  Chinese 
and  Americans,  [287],  79. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope,  slavery  at,  [163]. 

Carlile’s  shop,  stratagem  resorted  to,  4. 

Caron,  col.  conspiracy  of,  [202]. 

Catholic  peers,  Mr.  Canning’s  bill  for 
their  admission  into  parliament,  [56]  ; 
Catholic  bigotry,  141. 

Chancery — see  Courts. 

Chan tal,  mad.  de,  female  adventurer,  91. 

Charles-town,  negro  plot  at,  133. 

China,  trade  with,  95. 

Chinese,  an  American  delivered  up  to,  79. 

Chili,  affairs  of,  [284]. 

Chippenham,  dreadful  affray  at,  166. 

Clarke,  Dr.  E.  D.,  death  of,  274. 

Clergy,  French,  17. 

Clerks,  public,  reduction  of  their  salaries 
[137],  17. 

Clissold,  Mr.,  ascent  of  Mont  Blanc,  666. 

Clogher,  bishop  of,  126, 138  ;  deprivation 
of,  425. 

Clouds,  a  poem,  711. 

Coast  blockade  service,  33. 

Cochrane,  lord,  his  separation  from  San 
Martin,  [285]. 

Coinage,  gold,  1. 

Coins,  discovery  of,  26. 

College,  East  India,  at  Haileybnry,  ex¬ 
pense  of,  31. 

Colliers,  disturbances  among,  in  Mon¬ 
mouthshire,  67. 

Colonial  expenditure,  347. 

Colouring  principle  of  shell-fish,  684. 

Columbia  :  public  affairs,  [282]  ;  siege 
of  Porto  Cabello,  [282];  Quito  sub- 


INDEX. 


tnits  to  Bolivar,  [283]  ;  Discussion  in 
parliament  respecting  its  independence, 
[160];  population,  165. 

Commons,  House  of,  offices  held  by  mem¬ 
bers  of,  506. 

Conant,  sir  N.,  death  of,  278. 

Conductors,  electrical,  for  ships,  694. 
Congress,  representation  in,  166  ;  of 
Verona.  [217]  ;  its  policy  towards 
Italy,  Spain,  and  Turkey,  [218];  cir¬ 
cular  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  [219]; 
circular  of  the  court  of  Vienna  respect¬ 
ing  its  views,  [226]. 

Congresses,  214. 

Conspiracies  in  France — see  France. 
Constant,  B.,  duel  with  M.  des  Issarts, 
102;  letter  to  editor  of  the  Conslilu- 
tionnel,  168  ;  libel  on  the  procureur 
general,  [210] ;  220. 

Constitutional  Association,  216 ;  prose¬ 
cutions  by,  397. 

Consuls’  fees,  [125]. 

Convention,  French,  636. 

Convicts,  67. 

Copyrights,  dramatic,  85. 

Cordova,  revolt  of  the  Carabineers  at, 
[244]. 

Cork,  disturbances  at,  15,  19, 35  ;  assizes, 
67. 

Corn,  proposed  protection  to  the  trade  in, 
439 ;  inconveniences  of  the  present 
system,  441 ;  proposed  regulation  as 
to  its  importation,  442 ;  frauds  used 
in  taking  it  out  of  warehouses,  445. 
Corn  laws,  scheme  for  a  new  system  of 
[100]. 

Cornwall,  silver  mines,  61. 

Coroner’s  inquests  :  J.  Morgan,  49  ;  T. 
Wilson,  poisoned,  52;  Miss  Hugford, 
126;  Henson,  127;  J.  Furnell,  sol¬ 
dier,  129. 

Cortes,  [233] ;  opening  of  the  new 
[235] ;  address  to  the  king,  [239]  ; 
prorogation,  [241]  ;  president  of,  74. 
Courier  des  Spectacles,  libels  in,  148. 
Courts:  Admiralty;  Grant  of  Naval 
prizes,  86;  the  Czar,  Leith  smack, 
salvage,  128  ;  the  Juliana,  418. 
Chancery ;  Lawrence,  v.  Smith,  62. 
Common  Pleas ;  Garland,  v.  Jekyll, 
See.,  recovery  of  heriots,3i  ;  Gwynne, 
v.  Jenkins,  seduction,  88. 

Consistory  ;  Stanhope,  v.  Baldwin,  nul¬ 
lity  qf  marriage,  39. 

Insolvent  Debtors;  the  princess  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  1 1 . 

Isle  of  Man  ;  Ritchie,  v.  Bluett,  breach 
of  promise  of  marriage,  1 92. 

King’s  Bench,  Guildhall ;  the  King,  v. 
C.  Murray,  &c.  Constitutional  Asso¬ 
ciation,  397. 

King’s  Bench;  King,  v,  Weaver,  &c., 


libel  on  the  countess  of  Jersey,  1  ; 
ditto,  ditto  on  the  late  queen,  5 ; 
Woodrofle,  v.  Helps,  breach  of  war «■ 
raniry,  29  ;  Micheson,  v.  Alcock, 
recovery  of  the  value  of  a  promissory 
note,  74  ;  Mr.  C.  Murray,  82  ;  King 
v.  Inhabitants  of  St.  Austell,  8i  ; 
Murray  v.  Elliston,  85;  King,  v. 
Candwiek,  selling  a  dead  body,  107  ; 
ditto  v.  Harris,  perjury,  108 ;  ex- 
parte  Jeplison,  professorship  of  mine¬ 
ralogy  at  Cambridge,  111;  Gower, 
&e.  v.  London  Assurance  Company, 
120;  Kingv.  D.  Ridgway,  216. 
King’s  Bench  Westminster ;  Hayward 
v.  Horner,  keeping  a  setting  dog ,  8. 
Prerogative  Court;  Will  of  the  late 
king,  and  the  princess  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  421. 

Vice  Chancellor’s,  Ingham,  v.  Bicker- 
dike. 

Edinburgh  :  Scotch  Jury  Court;  Leslie, 
v.  Blackwood,  libel,  416. 

High  Court  of  Justiciary:  trial  of  Mr. 
Stuart,  murder  of  sir  A.  Boswell,  407. 

Courts,  French,  procedure  in,  [214]. 

Creditors,  how  harassed  by  debtors,  112. 

Creevy,  Mr.,  his  motion  for  inquiry  into 
the  Board  of  Control,  [143]. 

Criminal  code.  Sir  J.  Mackintosh’s  motion 
respecting,  [82]. 

Croker,  Mr.,  correspondence  with  the 
committee  at  Lloyd’s,  relative  to  pira¬ 
cies,  201. 

Croly,  rev.  G,, poems  by,  709,  710. 

Cuba,  piracies  on  the  coast  of,  200. 

Cumberland,  Princess, — see  Serres . 

Currency,  motion  on,  [108]. 

Currents  of  the  Ocean,  683. 

Customs,  extensive  fraud  on,  61. 

Damesine,  architect,  death  of,  279. 

Damp  in  walls,  prevented,  693. 

Davy,  sir  H.,  his  examination  of  the  Her¬ 
culaneum  Papyri,  702. 

Dead  body,  sold  by  an  undertaker,  107. 

Deaths,  265. 

Debt,  public,  funded,  322 ;  unfunded,  321. 

Delambre,  mathematician,  death  of,  290. 

Delhi,  arrival  of  the  prince  of,  91. 

Delpliin,  M.f  election  of,  at  Lyons,  85. 

Denman,  Mr.,  elected  common  serjeant, 
77 ;  alderman  Lucas’s  petition  against 
swearing  him  in,  84. 

Denmark,  prince  of,  arrival  of,  87. 

Deseine,  sculptor,  death  of,  300. 

Deserters,  law  respecting,  in  Russia,  137. 

Despinois,  general,  149. 

Devanagari  types,  702. 

Discoveries,  geographical ;  New  S.  Ice¬ 
land,  679 ;  in  Greenland,  679;  in  Si¬ 
beria,  680. 
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Discount  at  4  per  cent,  105. 

Distress, agricultural, [1],  [98]'— see  Agr'i - 
culture . 

Disturbances  :  in  Ireland — see  Ireland  : 
in  Spain — see  Spain  ;  Olympic  theatre, 
13  *  Norfolk,  26,41,  122;  Paris,  38, 
43, 102  ;  Suffolk,  60  ;  Monmouthshire, 
colliers,  67  ;  Lyons,  85  ;  Westminster, 
91;  Norwich,  122;  Chippenham,  166  ; 
keel-men  on  the  Tyne,  215;  Dublin 
theatre,  231. 

Documents,  public;  domestic,  438;  fo¬ 
reign,  525, 

Donatty,  Mrs.,  murder  of,  43. 

Donegal,  marquis  and  marchioness,  236. 

Dongola,  647. 

Dover  harbour,  471. 

Drault,  M.,  refuses  to  defend  Berton,  on 
his  trial,  [210]. 

Drunkards,  American  treatment  of,  125. 

Dublin — -see  Ireland . 

Duels:  sir  A.  Boswell  and  Mr.  Stuart, 
62  ;  dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Bed¬ 
ford,  82 ;  M.  B.  Constant  and  des 
Issarts,  102  ;  at  Bagnoires,  133. 

Dutch,  expedition  against  the  sultan  of 
Padang,  [223];  trade  in  E.  Ind.  [224]. 

East  India  college,  expense  of,  31. 

- - -  Company,  negotiation  with,  by 

government,  [125], 

East  Indiaman  (Thames)  loss  of,  22. 

Earthquake,  shock  of,  in  Yorkshire,  61  ; 
at  Lisbon,  122;  at  Aleppo,  151  ;  at 
Ghente,  678. 

Edinburgh,  irreligious  association  at,  1 95. 

Elections :  common  serjeanl,  77 ;  at 
Lyons,  85;  Paris,  87  ;  Cambridge,  Mr. 
Bankes,  227. 

Electrical  conductors  for  ships,  694. 

Elio,  general,  [238];  trial,  [247]:  exe¬ 
cution  of,  163. 

Emery,  J.,  actor,  death  of,  287. 

Emigration,  official  notice  respecting,  12. 

Englefield,  sir  H.,  death  of,  276. 

d’Eroles,  baron,  one  of  the  regency  at 
Seo  d’Urgel,  [249]  ;  his  military  ope¬ 
rations,  [250];  takes  Casleifollet, 
[251];  retreats  and  is  pursued  by 
Mina,  [252]. 

Ethiopia,  Mr.  Waddinglon’s  visit  to,  646. 

Ex  cise,  produce  of  duties  of,  7. 

Executions:  Adams,  Naylor,  and  Close, 
88;  Mary  Russell,  at  Jamaica,  111; 
James  Phillips  and  J.  Wade,  142; 
general  Elio,  ]  63  ;  W.  Costello,  169  ; 
the  Rochelle  conspirators,  180;  Ber¬ 
ton,  190  ;  Thouars,  191 ;  J.  Smith,  234. 

Expedition,  north-west,  captain  Frank¬ 
lin’s,  681. 

Extents  in  aid,  113. 

Extorting  money,  singular  method  of,  230. 


Falcon,  23. 

Family  Jars,  farce,  151* 

Farming  society,  Irish,  4. 

-  slock,  destroyed,  60; 

Fassy,  Aeronaut,  his  ascent,  171. 

Female  intrepidity,  16. 

Finance,  [127] ;  remarks,  [132]  ;  Spanish, 
109  ;  report  on  do,  554 ;  Russian,  529 ; 
United  Stales,  592. 

Fires:  Seaton  Delavel,  4;  Whitsfable, 
112;  Rouen  cathedral,  172  ;  Lutheran 
church,  Amsterdam,  176;  in  Holborn, 
226. 

Fishing-boats  ;  dispute  between  English 
and  French,  61,  96, 108. 

Flogging,  death  of  a  soldier  by,  129. 

Food,  comparative  nutriment  of,  687, 

Foreign  trade,  report  on,  446. 

Fossil  remains,  110. 

France :  opening  of  the  session  of  the 
chambers,  [188]  ;  budget,  [188]  ;  anti- 
ministerial  address  to  the  king,  [189]  ; 
resignation  of  Due  de  Richelieu,  and 
new  ministry,  [191]  ;  discussions  in 
the  chamber  of  deputies,  [192]  ;  law 
relalive  to  periodical  works,  [193]  ; 
for  the  general  regulation  of  the  press, 
[194]  ;  new  session  of  the  chambers, 

[197] ;  budget,  [197];  commercial 
policy  ,  [198]  ;  internal  disturbances, 

[198]  ;  conspiracies  at  Saumur,  &c. 
[201]  ;  at  Toulon,  [203] ;  Berton’s 
conspiracy,  [204] ;  his  trial,  [207] ; 
M.  Constant  accused  of  libel,  [210]  ; 
conspiracy  of  La  Rochelle,  [211]  ;  trial 
of  the  conspirators,  [213] ;  tumults  at 
Paris,  [216]  ;  new  election  of  deputies, 
[217];  military  preparations  against 
Spain,  [220];  Clergy,  17  ;  outrage  on 
three  Englishmen,  2 1  ;  trade,  82  ;  press, 
148;  ordnance  respecting  duties  on 
American  shipping,  528 ;  dispatch  to 
the  finance  minister  at  Madrid,  574; 
canals,  703;  education,  painting,  lite¬ 
rature,  704. — See  also  Paris. 

Franklin’s,  captain,  survey  of  north  coast 
of  America,  680. 

Freemasons  suppressed  in  Russia,  [229]. 

Fruit  trees,  directions  for  preserving  their 
buds  for  conveyance,  689. 

Fuaides,  murder  of,  7. 

Gaberda,  execution  of  at  Madrid,  154. 

Galicia,  subterraneous  antiquities  in,  701. 

Gambling-houses,  202. 

Game-laws,  commitments  under,  103. 

Gas  manufactory,  accident  at,  49. 

Genius  of  Death,  a  poem,  7 1 0. 

Gentlemen  of  the  privy  chamber,  privi¬ 
lege  of,  18. 

Georgia,  phenomenon  in,  111. 

Germany :  Bavaria’s  prohibitory  com- 
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mercial  system  towards  France,  [225]; 
attempt  to  form  a  direct  commercial 
relation  with  South  America,  [225] ; 
circular  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  the 
German  confederation,  [226]  ;  secret 
societies,  [22 6],  note;  Prussian  loan, 
[227]  ;  prince  Hohenlohe’s  cures,  3, 

Glasgow,  disturbance  at,  29. 

Gold  coinage,  1 ;  fall  in  price  of,  104. 

Goold,  Miss,  abduction,  130;  execution 
of  Costello  for  abetting  do,,  169. 

Goose,  Solan,  203. 

Ghent,  treaty  of,  award  respecting,  [281], 

Greece:  our  policy  towards,  [157]  ;  the 
Constitution,  [271]  ;  blockade  of  the 
Turkish  coast  declared,  [272]  ;  mili¬ 
tary  and  piaval  operations  in  the 
Morea,  &c.,  [273] ;  devastation  of 
Scio,  and  murder  of  the  hostages, 
[274]. 

Greenland  dove,  12. 

Grenville  party,  their  union  with  minis¬ 
ters,  [4]  ;  its  effect,  [6]. 

Grosvenor,  lord,  motion  respecting  the 
Sciote  hostages,  [  1 58]. 

Grosvenor,  Mrs.  Drax,  death  of,  104, 282. 

Hare,  Mr.,  murder  of,  24. 

Harris,  Mr.,  his  electrical  conductors  for 
ships,  694. 

Havrowgate,  sermon  in  the  promenade 
room,  forbidden  by  the  bishop  of  Ches¬ 
ter,  171. 

Havanuah,  extensive  piracies  in,  136. 

Hayti,  affairs  of,  [287]. 

Heard,  Mr.,  school  in  Russia,  706. 

Heath,  Dr.  G.,  death  of,  271. 

Hebe,  brig,  plundered  by  pirates,  136. 

Herculaneum  manuscripts,  702. 

Herschel,  sir  W.,  death  of,  289. 

Highland  clans,  badges  of,  703. 

Historians,  ancient,  vole  for  printing, 
[1.55]. 

Hohenlohe,  prince,  miraculous  cures  by, 
3,  184. 

Holland  :  Discovery  of  the  wreck  of  the 
Luline  frigate,  and  point  of  law  re¬ 
specting  it,  143. 

Holland,  lord,  opposes  the  suspension  of 
the  habeas  corpus  act  in  Ireland,  [26]. 

Hood,  lieut.,  shot  by  a  Canadian,  682. 

Hooping-cough,  cured  by  vaccination, 
678. 

Hope,  Mr.,  and  Mr.  Menzies,  their  letters 
to  Mr.  Abercromby,  [94]. 

Horses,  sir  C.  Bunburv’s,  31. 

Hudson  Bay  stock,  increased  value  of,  32. 

Hume,  Mr.,  amendment  in  the  address 
on  the  king’s  speech,  [20]  ;  motion  on 
Irish  tithes,  [49];  plans  for  regulating 
the  fees  of  consuls,  [125]  ;  resolutions 
as  to  the  financial  system,  [154]. 


Hunt,  sir  V.  A.  attack  on  the  seat  of,  19. 

Hunt,  Mr.,  his  imprisonment,  [177  j. 

Huskisson,  Mr.,  speech  on  the  currency 
question,  [108]. 

Jersey,  disputes  relative  to  Ihe  oyster 
fishery,  61,  96,  108. 

Jersey,  countess,  libel  on,  1. 

India  :  expedition  of  the  Dutch  against 
the  Sultan  of  Padang,  [223], 

Indigo,  British,  688. 

Infant,  extraordinary  murder  of,  2. 

Inquests— -see  Coroner. 

Inscriptions :  On  king  Richard’s  well, 
198;  Canova’s  cenotaph,  199. 

Institution  African,  report  on,  515. 

- -  Vaccine,  ditto.  5 13. 

John  Bull,  libel  on  the  countess  of  Jer¬ 
sey,  1  ;  ditto  on  the  late  queen,  5,  87  ; 
ditto  on  alderman  Wailhman,  76,  404, 

Jones,  T.,  his  coffin  opened,  25. 

Ionian  Islands,  administration  of,  [172]. 

Ireland  :  marquis  Wellesley,  lord  lieut. 
[7];  proceedings  at  Dublin,  [8]; 
state  of  Munster,  [8];  Cork,  [9J,  15, 
19;  Bantry,  [9],  14;  Kerry,  Tippe¬ 
rary,  &c.,  [12]  ;  Leinster  and  Ulster, 
[13];  primary  causes  of  the  existing 
evils,  [14]  ;  measures  proposed  in  par¬ 
liament,  [21]  ;  suspension  of  the  ha¬ 
beas  corpus  act,  [22]  ;  debate  on,  in 
the  lords,  [26];  extracts  from  Irish 
papers  relative  to  various  outrages. 
[28];  indemnity  to  those  who  had 
seized  arms,  [27];  convictions  and 
executions,  [29]  ;  various  classes  of 
insurgents,  [30]  ;  taxation  and  tithes 
not  the  principal  causes  of  these  com¬ 
motions,  [31];  famine  in  Connaughi 
and  Munster,  [33]  ;  causes  leading  to 
it,  [37];  measures  of  the  government, 
[38];  relief  afforded  by  England,  [39]  ; 
motion  in  parliament  on  the  state  of 
Ireland,  [50];  increased  disturbances 
in  Munster,  [52];  changes  in  the  ma¬ 
gistracy,  [53]  •  policy  pursued  by 
lord  Wellesley,  [53]  ;  outrage  on  him, 
[54]  ;  farming  society,  4  ;  disturbance 
near  Mallow,  10,  143  ;  disturbance  at 
Ardfinnan,  11;  al  Bantry,  14;  White 
boys  in  the  county  of  Cork,  15,  19, 
35;  at  Limerick,  19;  Listowel,  &c. 
20;  Mount  Henry,  22;  attack  on  the 
Waterford  coach,  63;  Cork  assizes, 
67;  murder  at  Clonmel,  74;  amount 
of  subscriptions  for  the  Irish,  175  ; 
trade.  525  ,  report  on  the  management 
of  the  revenue,  474. 

Iron,  meteoric,  684 ;  method  of  pre¬ 
serving  from  rust,  692. 

Isle  of  Man,  dispute  between  the  duke  of 
Athol  and  House  of  Keys,  134. 
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Italy,  policy  adopted  at  the  congress  of 
Verona  respecting, [118]  affairs  of. [270] 


Kennedy,  lord,  grand  sporting  match,  142. 

Kenrick,  Mr.,  indicted  for  libel,  10. 

Killarney  mail-coach,  attack  on,  15. 

King,  his  speech,  [16];  Ditto  on  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  [179];  pre¬ 
sent  of  ostriches  to,  7 ;  court,  25 ; 
visit  to  Scotland,  [179] ;  embarka¬ 
tion,  154;  landing,  157  ;  drawing¬ 
room  and  dinner,  158;  departure,  160. 

Knighthood  in  Ireland,  23. 

Knyvett,  musician,  death  of,  267. 

Kobell,  German  painter,  death  of,  266. 

Laffitte,  M.,  litigation  with  Bonaparte’s 
executors,  38. 

Lallemand,  tumult  on  the  anniversary  of 
his  death,  [216],  102. 

Lancaster,  Thomas,  earl  of,  his  remains 
discovered,  37. 

Law  cases  and  narratives,  353. 

- - proceedings,  vexatious,  1 12. 

Leslie,  professor,  action  for  libel  against 
Blackwood,  416. 

Libels:  on  the  countess  of  Jersey,  1  ; 
the  queen,  5  ;  Mr.  Kenrick  indicted 
for,  10;  on  alderman  Wailhinan,  76, 
504  ;  in  France,  148;  trial  for,  in  St. 
Dominica,  189;  in  the  Miroir,  204; 
by  M.  Couvier,  224;  in  the  Etoile, 
and  Journal  du  Commerce,  229  ;  Vi¬ 
sion  of  Judgment,  229 ;  on  professor 
Leslie,  416. 

Light-houses,  450 ;  expenditure,  452 ; 
lights  erected  by  individuals,  459  ; 
rates  on,  460;  amount  of  tonnage  pas¬ 
sing  the  lights  in  1821,  462. 

Limerick,  disturbances  at,  19. 

• - assizes — see  Assizes. 

Lisbon,  shock  of  an  earthquake  at,  122. 

Lists:  Births,  239. 

Deaths,  265. 

Marriages,  243. 

Ministers,  307. 

Patents,  696. 

Promotions,  253. 

Preferments,  ibid. 

Sheriffs,  238. 

Liverpool,  number  of  vessels  at,  110. 

Lloyd’s,  committee  at,  their  correspond¬ 
ence  with  Mr.  Croker,  201. 

Loan,  Prussian,  [227]  ;  Russian,  [229]  ; 
Peruvian,  193. 

London,  police  of,  112. 

Londonderry,  lord,  death  of,  [180],  286; 
inquest  on,  432;  funeral,  [181];  po¬ 
litical  character,  [183]  Memoir  of,  6 1 8. 

Longevity,  133. 

Loveday,  Mr.,  his  petition  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  deputies,  68, 


Lowe,  rev.  J.  B.,  murder  of,  10. 

Lowe,  sir  Hudson,  assault  on,  203. 

Lntine  frigate,  question  respecting  the 
wreck,  143. 

Lyons,  disturbance  at,  85. 

Machinery,  applied  to  printing,  691. 

Mackintosh,  sir  Jas.*  motion  on  the  cri¬ 
minal  law,  [82] ;  seconds  the  motion 
for  printing  the  early  historians,  [155]  ; 
opposes  the  alien  bill,  [167]  ;  elected 
lord  rector  at  Glasgow,  118. 

Madagascar,  slave  trade  in,  523. 

Madrid,  disturbances  at,  [241];  execu¬ 
tion  of  Gaberda,  1 34. 

Magnets,  artificial,  fabrication  of,  686. 

Magnetic  needle,  retrograde  movement 
of,  686. 

Malt  duty,  repeal  of,  [140]. 

Manchester,  outrage  at,  353. 

Manifestoes  of  the  prince  regent  of  Brazil, 
599  ;  607. 

Mannlich,  C.  painter,  death  of,  269. 

Manufacturers,  slate  of,  [122]. 

Marine  animal,  676. 

Marriage,  breach  of  promise  of,  139,  192. 

— - -  act,  new,  [88]  ;  origin  of,  256. 

Martin,  Mr.,  bill  to  prevent  improper 
treatment  of  cattle,  [87.] 

Menzies,  Mr., — see  Hope  ;  extract  from 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Abercroinby,  [57], 
note. 

Mermaid,  exhibition  of,  189;  injunction 
against,  223. 

Meteoric  iron,  684. 

Melternich,  prince,  dispatch  to  the  Aus= 
trian  ambassador  at  Madrid,  569. 

Mexico:  Iturbide  proclaimed  emperor, 
[285]  ;  his  tyranny,  [286]. 

Middleton,  Dr.,  death  of,  285. 

Milbauk  penitentiary,  50. 

Military  Records,  161. 

Mina,  operations  in  Catalonia,  [250]  ;  de¬ 
feats  d’Eroles,  [251];  proclamation, 
[251]  note  ;  takes  Balaguer,  [252]. 

Ministers,  list  of,  307. 

Mint,  quantity  of  gold  imported  into, 
348. 

Miroir  (French  journal),  prosecution 
against,  204. 

Monkey,  passed  as  a  vagrant,  166. 

Monmouthshire,  disturbances  in,  67. 

Mont  Blanc,  Mr.  Clissold’s  ascent  of,  666. 

Monte  Video, — see  Brazil. 

Morrocco,  affairs  of,  [280]. 

Moravians,  702. 

Morin,  attempts  to  murder  HeloiseF.,220. 

Murders  :  of  an  infant,  2  ;  Fualdes,  17  ; 
Mr.  Hare,  24  ;  at  St.  Petersburgli,  21  ; 
three  children,  by  a  negro  boy,  24  ; 
J.  Gales,  by  his  master,  20 ;  Mary 
Lees,  34;  Mrs,  Donatty,  43;  Robert 
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Raker,  45  ;  Mr.  Hail,  at  Chippenham, 
16b ;  at  Varennes,  202;  at  Ayles¬ 
bury,  118;  attempt  at.  in  France, 220; 
at  Brille,  229. 

Murray  (bookseller),  lord  Byron’s  letter 
to,  27  ;  action  against  Elliston,  85. 
Murray,  C  ,  sec.  Const.  Assoc.  82,  103. 

Naples:  suppression  of  secret  societies, 
[269]. 

Natural  history,  676. 

Nav  igation  of  the  Uniled  Kingdom,  324; 

of  the  North  Atlantic,  682. 

Navigation  iaws,  acts  for  the  improvement 
of,'  [123]. 

Navy  five  per  cents,  [32]  ;  scheme  for 
reduction  of,  [i27]  ;  modified,  [136]. 
Negro  p!ot  at  Charles-town,  233. 
Netherlands:  agricultural  distress,  [222]  ; 
proceedings  of  the  Stales  Genera!, 

[222]  ;  military  expedition  in  Sumatra, 

[223]  ;  commerce  with  India,  [224]  ; 
Catholic  bigotry,  141  ;  slave  trade, 
518. 

New  marriage  act,  [83]  ;  236. 

New  South  Iceland,  679. 

- Wales,  report  on,  [174]  ; 

population,  146. 

Newgate,  attempt  to  break  out  of,  17  ; 

singular  occurrence  at,  105. 
Newspapers  in  1782,  and  1821,  [69]; 

1S01  and  1821,  350. 

Norfolk,  disturbances  in,  26,  41. 
Norwich,  riot  at,  122. 

Nubia,  642,  &c, 

O’Brien,  lady  S.,  attempt  to  murder,  127. 
O’Bierue,  Dr.,  bishop  of  Mealli,  death  of 
231. 

Ocean,  currents  of,  683. 

Oil,  purification  of,  693. 

Old  Bailey,  sentences  at,  13  ;  trials  at ; 
W.  Abbott,  murder,  34;  Wm.  Town¬ 
send,  assault  on  Mr.  Seymour,  208. 
Oliver,  Helen,  a  rustic  D’Eon,  account 
of,  72. 

Olympic  theatre,  disturbance  at,  13. 
Opera,  I  due  Prelendenti,  79. 

Orlow,  count,  banished,  139. 

Ostriches,  present  of  to  the  king,  7. 

Parent,  unnatural,  161. 

Paris:  tumults  on  the  anniversary  of 
Lalletnand’s  death,  [216],  102;  dis¬ 
turbances  with  the  missionaries,  38 ; 
ditto  at  the  school  of  law,  43,  46; 
trial  of  Beranger  and  Baudouin,  47  ; 
insubordination  of  the  students,  51  ; 
Mr.  Loveday  and  his  daughters,  68  ; 
prosecutions  for  libels,  148  ;  equestrian 
statue  Louis  XIYr.,  150  ;  prosecutions 
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of  newspaper  editors,  167,  204;  B. 
Constant,  168  ;  performance  of  John 
Bull  forbidden,  175  ;  execution  of  the 
Rochelle  conspirators,  180;  seditious 
work,  188  ;  attacks  on  females,  194  ; 
trial  of  Madame  Barbaud,  195  ;  tribu¬ 
nal  of  correctional  police,  220,  224, 
227 ;  ordinance  for  suppressing  the 
faculty  of  medicine,  225 ;  complaint 
against  the  Coustitutionel,  227. 

Parliament,  proceeding's  in :  king’s  speech, 
[16];  address  voted,  [17];  amend¬ 
ment  moved  by  sir  F.  Burdctt,  [18]  ; 
by  Mr.  Hume,  [20]  ;  measures  proposed 
respecting  Ireland,  [21]  ;  renewal  of 
the  Irish  insurrection  act,  [41];  Irish 
constabulary  act,  [431  ;  Irish  tithes, 
[48]  ;  Mr.  Hume  s  motion  on  do.  [49]  ; 
Lord  Lansdowne’s  motion  on  the  stale 
of  Ireland,  [50];  Mr.  Canning’s  bill 
respecting  Catholic  peers,  [56];  re¬ 
jected,  [66]  ;  Lord  J.  Russell's  motion 
on  parliamentary  reform,  [68]  ;  Mr. 
Brougham’s  on  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  [79]  ;  Yorkshire  county  elec¬ 
tion  bill  rejected,  [80]  ;  Scotch  burgh 
reform,  [80];  criminal  code,  [82]; 
cruelty  to  animals,  [87]  ;  bankrupt 
laws,  [88]  ;  new  marriage  act,  [88]  ; 
Scotch  juries,  [91]  ;  conduct  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown,  in  Scotland, 
with  regard  to  the  press,  [92]  ;  relief 
of  agricultural  distress,  [98]  ;  corn 
laws,  [100];  currency  [108]  ;  im¬ 
provement  of  the  navigation  laws, 
[123]  ;  reduction  of  navy  five  per  cents, 
[127]  *,  ditto  of  salaries,  [137]  ;  repeal 
of  the  annual  malt  duty,  [140]  ;  of 
salt  tax,  [141]  ;  reduction  of  post¬ 
masters  general,  [141]  ;  board  of  Con¬ 
trol,  [143]  ;  diplomatic  expenditure, 
[146];  salt  tax,  &c.  [147];  Budget, 
[148]  ;  Mr.  Hume’s  resolutions  relative 
to  the  financial  system,  [154]  ;  ancient, 
historians,  [155] ;  foreign  relations, 
Greeks,  [157];  lord  Grosvenor’s  mo¬ 
tion  respecting  the  Sciote  hostages; 
[158]  ;  South  America,  Columbia, [159]; 
slave  trade,  [161]  ;  piracies  in  South 
America,  [163]  ;  administration  of  the 
Ionian  islands,  [172]  ;  bill  for  union 
of  the  Canadas,  [173]  ;  report  on  New 
South  Wales,  [174]  ;  sir  Robert  YY  il- 
son,  [177];  queen’s  funeral,  [177]; 
Hunt’s  imprisonment,  [177];  conduct 
of  the  bishop  of  Peterborough,  [178]  ; 
prorogation  of  parliament,  [  178]  ;  acta, 
328. 

Patents,  new,  696. 

Parricide,  67. 

Passports,  tyranny  of,  in  France,  198. 
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Paw n brokerage,  decision  respecling,  15. 

Peel,  Mr.,  appointed  secretary  of  the  home 
department,  [6],  13  ;  opposes  Mr.  Can¬ 
ning’s  bill  in  favour  of  the  Catholic 
peers,  [60];  introduces  the  alien  bill, 

-  [165]. 

Persia  affairs  of,  [279] 

Perticari,  count,  death  of,  283. 

Peru,  affairs  of,  [283] 

Peruvian  loan,  193. 

Peterborough,  bishop,  his  conduct  dis¬ 
cussed  in  parliament,  [177]. 

Phenomena :  sinking  of  the  earth  in 
Georgia,  111 ;  volcano  in  Iceland,  111 ; 
phenomenon  attending  the  earthquake 
at  Zante,  678  ;  luminous  marsh,  678  ; 
volcano  in  the  Aleutian  islands,  683  ; 
electrical  phenomena,  685. 

Pilots,  457. 

Piracies,  petition  to  parliament  respect¬ 
ing,  [163]  ;  atrocious  case  of,  off  Cape 
St.  Antonio,  ibid;  in  the  Havannah, 
136;  off  Cuba,  &c.,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relative  to,  200. 

Plunkett,  Mr.,  supports  Mr.  Canning’s 
Catholic  peers  bill,  [61]  ;  supports  the 
Alien  bill,  [170]. 

Poland,  symptoms  of  political  fermenta¬ 
tion,  [228]  ;  electrical  phaenomenon  in, 
685. 

Police:  Bow  street,  W.  Miller,  rape,  35; 
J.  B.  Ruspini,  stealing  a  bridle  and 
saddle,  64  ;  application  for  assistance 
by  an  adventurer,  71 ;  fraud  on  society 
of  friends  of  foreigners  in  distress,  91  ; 
Mr.  Grant,  breach  of  peace,  206. 
Marlborough-street ,  Captain  Johnson, 
stealing  £.20  bank-note,  66  ;  bishop  of 
Clogher,  126,138.  Queen-square,  re¬ 
fusing  to  aid  a  constable,  104.  Town 
Hall ,  Southwark,  murder  of  an  infant, 
2.  Union  Hall,  captain  Black  landing 
an  alien  illegally,  115;  Mary  Palmer, 
disorderly  conduct,  187;  conviction 
under  the  Alien  act,  188. 

Police  of  London,  112. 

Population:  Spain,  97 ;  New  S.  Wales, 
146;  Columbia,  165. 

Portugal,  its  relations  with  Brazil,  [257]  ; 
resolutions  of  the  Cortes  relative  to 
Brazil,  [264]  ;  the  Constitution  sworn 
to  by  the  King,  [266]  ;  the  Queen  re¬ 
fuses  to  take  the  oath,  [266]  ;  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  Constituent  Cortes,  [267]  ; 
Imprisonments,  [267];  Conspiracy, 
[268]  ;  consulate  general,  4  ;  Slave 
trade,  48,  515;  king's  speech,  561. 

Press,  in  France,  regulation  of,  [194], 
148,  705. 

Preston  Guild,  152. 

Printing,  machinery  applied  to,  69  U 


Promissory  note,  action  for  recovery  of 
value  of,  74. 

Prussia:  dispatch  to  the  charge  d’affaires 
at  Madrid,  572. 

- ,  queen  of,  interview  with  Napo¬ 
leon,  641, 

Public  documents,  438  ;  foreign  515. 

Pyramids,  at  Djebel  el  Berkel,  660. 

Queen,  libel  on,  5  ;  her  will,  24;  motion 
respecling  her  funeral,  [177], 

Quesada,  defeat  and  flight  of,  [251]. 

Ramdohr,  baron,  death  of,  288. 

Ramsgate  harbour,  report  on,  466. 

Reculver,  rise  of  the  sea  at,  J  6. 

Reform,  parliamentary,  [68]  ;  Scotch 
burgh,  [80]. 

Reports  :  on  foreign  trade,  446  ;  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Irish  revenue,  474;  vaccine 
establishment,  673  ;  African  institution, 
515  ;  .British  and  American  bounda¬ 
ries,  537  ;  Spanish  finance,  554. 

Revenge,  horrible  instance  of,  21. 

Revenue,  115;  table  of,  191;  report  of 
committee  for  inquiring  into  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Irish,  478. 

Ricardo,  Mr.,  view  of  the  currency,  [113]. 

Richelieu  due  de,  his  resignation,  [191]  ; 
death,  87. 

Riego,  his  entry  into  Barcelona,  [232]. 

Rivoli,  duke  of,  his  claims  to  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  d’Esling,  28. 

Robbery,  extraordinary  attempt  at,  145  ; 
new  species  of,  148. 

Rochelle,  conspiracy  at,  [2 1 1]  ;  trial  of 
the  conspirators,  [213]  ;  execution  of 
ditto,  180. 

Rouen,  fire  at  the  cathedral,  172. 

Rubens,  his  Chapeau  de  Paille,  125. 

Russell,  lord  J.,  motion  on  parliamentary 
reform,  [68]. 

Russia  :  proclamation  respecting  political 
fermentations  in  Poland,  [228]  ;  sup¬ 
pression  of  secret  societies,  [229] ; 
tariff,  [ihid.]  ;  loan,  [ihid.]  ;  measures 
for  preventing  the  evils  of  occasional 
dearths,  [230] ;  negotiations  with 
Turkey,  [276];  award,  with  respect 
to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  [280]  ;  ordi¬ 
nance  respecting  deserters,  137 ;  mutiny 
in  the  army,  139;  finance,  529;  tariff, 
534 ;  dispatch  to  the  charge  d’affaires 
at  Madrid,  565  ;  documents  relative  to 
its  claims  on  the  North  West  coast  of 
America,  [230], 576;  school  ofindustry 
Homel,  706. 

Saint  Domingo,  question  respecting  trade 
with,  144. 
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Sappho,  from  Croix’s  Gems,  709. 

School  of  Industry,  in  Russia,  706. 

Scio,  devastation  of,  [274]. 

Seoresby,  captain,  observations  in  Green¬ 
land,  679. 

Scotch  burgh  reform,  [80], 

Scotland,  charges  against  the  lord  advo¬ 
cate,  [32]  ;  the  king’s  visit,  [179]  ; 
154  [see  King )  management  of  customs 
and  excise,  494,  &c. ;  badges  of  claims, 
703. 

Sea,  rise  of,  at  Reculver,  16;  attempt  to 
recover  treasure  lost  at,  107  ;  serpent, 
677. 

Seaton  Delaval,  fire  at,  4. 

Seduction,  81,  108,  231. 

Serpent,  sea,  677. 

Serres,  Olive,  her  application  to  fde  a 
petition  in  the  insolvent  debtors’  court, 
11  ;  application  to  the  prerogative 
court,  421. 

Sheerness,  improvements  at  the  docks,  61. 

Sheppy,  isle  of,  building  fouud,  164. 

Sheriffs,  list  of,  258. 

Ships,  electrical  conductors  for,  694. 

Shipping,  amount  of  tonnage  passing  the 
light-houses,  462;  ditto  Ramsgate, 
469  ;  see  also  Navigation. 

Shipwrecks:  Thames  Easl-Indiaman,  22, 
Lark  schooner,  72  Blenden  Hall, 
74;  Drake,  113;  brig  George,  218; 
Liverpool  steam -packet,  232. 

Sid  mouth,  lord,  his  resignation,  [6],  12. 

Sierra  Leone,  48. 

Silvester,  sir  J.,  death  of,  277. 

Silver  mines  in  Cornwall,  61. 

Slave-trade,  debate  on  in  parliament,  [161] 
renewal  of,  48,  64  ;  capture  of  the  Vi¬ 
gilante  with  slaves,  135,  139 ;  report 
of  the  African  Institution,  5 15. 

Smith,  J.,  executed  for  murder,  235  ; 

1  lines  by,  236, 

Smugglers,  daring  attempt  of,  in  Sussex, 

33. 

Societies,  -Secret,  in  Germany,  [226] 
note  ;  suppression  of  in  Russia,  [229]  ; 
at  Naples,  [269  j. 

Sowerby,  J.  botanist,  death  of,  295. 

Spain,  ‘stale  of,  [231]  ;  submission  of 
Cadiz,  &c.  [232] ;  resignation  of  mi¬ 
nisters,  [232]  ;  Barcelona,  [232]  ; 
Valencia,  [233]  ;  relations  with  South 
America,  [find.]  ;  dissolution  ol  the 
extraordinary  cortes,  [234]  ;  new  mi¬ 
nistry,  [235];  new  cortes,  [255]; 
budget,  [236]  ;  disturbances  at  Pam- 
peluna,  [237]  ;  address  of  the  cortes 
to  the  king,  [239] ;  disturbances  at 
Madrid,  [241];  defeat  of  the  guards, 
[243 ;  plot  at  Cordova,  [244]  ;  at 
Cadiz,  [245]  ;  address  of  the  munici¬ 


pality  to  the  king,  [245];  new  liberal 
ministry,  [246]  ;  banishments,  [247] 
note;  trial  of  Elio,  [247]  ;  armies  of  the 
faith,  [248]  ;  revolution  in  Catalonia, 
[248]  ;  regency  at  Seo  d’Urgel,  [249]  ; 
operations  of  Mina,  [250];  extraordi¬ 
nary  cortes,  [254]  ;  president  of 
the  cortes,  74;  population,  97; 
finance,  109  ;  execution  of  Elio, 
163  ;  attempt  to  save  a  criminal  at 
Oviedo,  215;  slave-trade,  517;  mi¬ 
litary  slate,  540 ;  insurgents,  544  ; 
measures  employed  by  ministers,  549  ; 
military  regulations,  552  ;  report  on 
finance,  554;  dispatches  from  foreign 
powers  to  the  charge  d’affaires  at  Ma¬ 
drid,  565,  &c. 

Spectre  boat,  a  ballad,  712. 

Speech,  king’s,  [16],  [179]  ,  of  the  king 
of  France,  525,  527;  of  the  king  of 
Portugal,  561. 

Spirits,  decreased  consumption  of,  7. 

Sporting  match,  lord  Kennedy’s,  142. 

Slocks,  price  of,  342  ;  foreign,  [185], 

Storm  at  Bologna,  87  ;  London,  &c.  9L 

Stramonium,  accident  from,  51. 

Stuart,  Mr.,  duel  with  sir  A.  Boswell,  62, 
trial,  497. 

Suffolk,  destruction  of  farming  slock,  60. 

Suicides:  Miss  S.  Hugford,  126;  Hen¬ 
son,  inarq.  ofThomond’s  valet,  127. 

Sulphur,  existence  of  in  vegetables,  687. 

Sweden,  marriage  of  prince  Oscar,  168. 

Switzerland,  freedom  of  commerce  pro¬ 
posed  to  by  Germany,  on  condition  of 
prohibiting  French  productions,  [225]. 

Tables;  Ambassadors,  Envoys,  &c.  in 
1791  and  1321,  54. 

Bank  notes,  &c.  349. 

Bankrupts,  342. 

Bills  of  mortality,  546. 

Cattle  sold,  345. 

Columbia,  population,  165. 

Corn  prices,  344. 

Customs,  481 . 

Disposition  of  grants,  312. 

Debt,  funded,  322  ;  unfunded,  321. 

Excise,  481. 

French  funds,  343. 

Gold,  345,  348. 

Newspapers,  350. 

Population,  Spain,  97. 

■ - ,  Columbia,  165. 

Prices,  gold,  sugar,  hay,  343  ;  corn, 
344  ;  butchers  meat,  345. 

Public  Income,  308. 

-  Expenditure,  310. 

- -  General  acts,  328. 

Revenue,  191;  colonies,  347. 

Spanish  finance,  109. 
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Spanish  population,  97. 

Stocks,  342. 

Trade  and  navigation,  324. 

Vessels  at  port  of  Liverpool,  110. 

Ways  and  Means,  [153]. 

Weather,  345. 

Tea,  increased  consumption  of,  7. 

Thames,  extraordinary  tide  in,  41;  hur¬ 
ricane,  59. 

Thames,  East  Indiaman,  loss  of,  22. 

Theatre,  Haymarkel,  151. 

Thief,  discovered  by  blood-hounds,  18. 

Thouars,  execution  of,  191. 

Thrashing  machines,  destroyed,  26, 

Tilsit,  the  conference  at,  641. 

Tithes,  Irish,  [48]. 

Trade  of  the  Dutch  East  India  posses¬ 
sions,  [224];  with  China,  95  ;  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  144;  of  Great  Britain,  324; 
of  Ireland,  324,  report  on  foreign,446. 

Trials:  J.  Holdsworth,  Manslaughter, 
46  ;  W.  Richardson,  poisoning  Susan¬ 
nah  Hairs,  47  ;  J.  Haywood,  murder¬ 
ing  his  wife,  55 ;  Phillip  Chappell, 
murder,  57 ;  W.  Barnett,  poisoning 
his  wife,  62 ;  Connors,  &e.  rape,  67  ; 
Eleanor  Sleeves,  setting  fire  to  a  house, 
76;  Mrs.  Butler,  stealing  bank-notes, 
172;  M.  Barthelemi,  fraudulent  ab¬ 
duction,  183  ;  T.  Jay,  attempt  to  pick 
a  pocket,  185. 

Trifolium  iuearnalum,  recommended  in 
agriculture,  688. 

Trinity-house,  its  constitution  and  ob¬ 
jects,  449;  dues,  454;  income,  463. 

Triton,  artificial,  692. 

Turkey :  policy  of  congress  of  Verona 
towards,  [118]  ;  our  policy  towards, 
[157];  affairs  of,  [270];  death  of  Ali 
Pacha,  [271];  the  coast  blockaded  by 
the  Greeks,  [272]  ;  cruelties  at  Scio, 

[274]  ;  disaster  of  the  Turkish  fleet, 

[275]  ;  cruelties  in  Cyprus,  [276]  ; 
negotiations  with  Russia,  [ibid.] ;  troops 
withdrawn  from  Waliachia,  &c.  [ibid.]', 
insurrection  of  the  Janissaries,  [277]  ; 
death  of  Haleb  Effendi,  [ibid.'] 

Turnpike-roads,  16. 

Vaccination,  hooping-cough  cured  by, 
678  ;  report  on  the  vaccine  establish¬ 
ment,  513. 


Valdez,  adnn,  president  of  the  Cortes,  74. 

Valencia,  disturbance  at,  [283]. 

Vansiitart,  Mr.,  his  plan  for  reducing  the 
navy  five  per  cents,  [127];  modifica¬ 
tion  of  ditto,  [136];  his  ways  and 
means,  [149], 

Vegetables,  comparative  nutriment  of, 
687  ;  existence  of  sulphur  in,  687. 

Verdigris,  natural,  ofS.  America,  691. 

Verona,  congress  of,-— see  Congress. 

Vessels,  new  table  of,  326;  registered 
ditto,  326  ;  in  the  foreign  trade,  327. 

Vesuvius,  eruption  of,  213. 

Vigilante,  capture  of,  with  slaves,  136. 

United  States  :  affairs  of,  [280]  ;  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  S.  American  governments, 
[280] ;  commercial  relations  with 
France,  revenue,  congress,  [281]  ; 
slave-trade,  522 ;  convention  of  navi¬ 
gation  and  commerce  with  France, 
584 ;  abstract  of  the  president’s  procla¬ 
mation, 590;  president’s  message,  ibid. ; 
finances,  592. 

Waddington,  Mr.,  visit  to  Ethiopia,  646. 

Wailhman,  alderman,  libel  on,  76,  304. 

Walls,  damp  in,  prevented,  693. 

Warren,  adm.  sir  J.  B.,  death  of,  272. 

Ways  and  Means,  [149],  [153]. 

Wellesley,  marquis,  appointed  lord  lieut. 
of  Ireland,  [7J  ;  his  anti-orange  policy, 
and  unpopularity,  [53]  ;  insulted  at  the 
theatre,  [54]  ;  his  policy,  [55]. 

Western,  Mr.,  motion  on  the  currency, 
[108]. 

Wbiteboys,  outrages  of,  1 5. 

Wliitehouse,  Mrs.,  intrepidity  of,  16. 

Whitstable,  fire  at,  112. 

Wife,  extraordinary  advertisement  for 
167  ;  sale  of,  175  ;  ditto  at  Plymouth, 
232. 

Winter  home  circuit,  230. 

Wilson,  sir  Robert,  motion  in  parlia¬ 
ment  respecting,  [177], 

Wolfel,  M.  wounded  by  an  assassin,  2!  4. 

Wooddeson,  Richard,  death  of,  294. 

Zanle,  earthquake  at,  678. 

Zea,  M.  dinner  given  to,  120. 

Zephyr,  brig,  captured  by  pirates,  137. 
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